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To the worshipful
and truly worthy Patriot
cf his Family and Counsry ,

WILLAM TIT %
of HartlyAVejlpel

in Hampshire. , Esij;
%obertcTurner ofHoljhot%

wistieth Felicity.
Honoured Sir ,

>ius memini
ipfe perpendi :
I have often

involved in my Minder
A x the



The Epistle
the IVorthineof thei *

ci
Famous A usonian 2
P r i nce sin theirpro* I
motion of ARTS and qle a r n i n b *
theî Favourable fAj **
pe$s. , in Qandidly ac> »

^ .. dedications v
rof generally - all Al 1*

' si
T HO R S and $ T IL y<
DENT 5 in Liberal a

is m fmÆ nEncourage ^
mem untti them.

' Sel*

n
m
re

do t>e ee thz~*
Tu

qi



Dedicatory,
Title of a (jermancZ
‘DEDICATION
but it h direBed , Ali-
quo serenissimo Principi,
& c.

And this, Sir, I hopeZ
mU be a sufficient A&*
vocatt for me~j > to pre*
sent $hm fmœttTme m
your V Forthy ‘Patron
nagê > and I am encou
raged thereunto* through
my sensibility Gene-
rositatis , Benignitatif-
que tuis nostratibus :

A ^



The Epistle
You remain the standing*
Pillar of your J ^ oblê
Family , and the Ho*
nour of your Country •
for which you haye your
yfeigbbours Tray ers and
VPraifê r and for my
part , my Mite is small :
Hanc igitur meæ , in
te , habeas qualemcun -
que fit gratitudinis v &
observantly Testimoni-
um.

Sir , This is a Tiece
of Hermetical Philoso-

Phy*



Dedicatory.
phy,TMch is milseasoned
with Salt , and I doubt
not will at leas help you
away with the tediousnes
of some vacant Hours :
'tis a Transation • and

if I have erred in Gram¬
mar , I submit to your
Qenfure : beseeching
the <*ALL *- Eternal to
endow you and yours
with all Felicity , inter ~
nal , external , and e-
ternal • for which
I am your dayly Ora -

toh



The Epistle,
tor , as I am Reve-
ra >
LONDON >

Dccetnb .
1656 .

Your

most humble

Servant,

Ttybert Turner•

To



To the Reader ,
Whole Studies are

seasoned with Salt .

HEN the rude
dark Chaos , and
indigesla moles,

lay tumbling in darkness,
and rowling amongst the
undivided waters • when
the Spirit of the Great E -
ternal Elohim, moved a-

bove



;To the Reader.
bove the Face thereof , it te\
seemed good to his Great Si

creatingpower , to make a he
Witness of his (jlorious C

Majesty , by framing the
ipatious

c
Unherfe : then m

did he pronounce a fiat ^
Lux , Let there be Light : m
and no sooner was his will
declared , but Light im- ^

mediately , like a ready h
swift -wing

’d Herald , soon ^

proclaim
’d his Embaflage ai

to the as-yet unfeparated n
Fire> Air, Earth and Wo* Cl

ter i



To the Reader.

it ter : aud they, as dutiful

at Subjects, yield ready O -

; g bedience to his Glorious
m Commands • and Light
le Ipeedily muzzles up darĴ

;n ness, and presents the Cre-

at at or with a new baptised
t : morning.
i|J His sacred Power fur -

^ ther intending to manifest

y his Glory , commands a
n divorce between the Earth
rC and Heater • and as a
£ mighty Monarch doth his
u conquered Enemy , or

stub-*



To the Reader ,
stubborn Rebel • so he d
with another fiat , makes ^
that terrible, boundless,fa - 4
thorniest Element,the Sea, P
become his Prisoner • and °
confines herswelling wayes §
to their bounds and bor- A
ders

^banifhing them from ^
one end of the World to rl
the other, to run up and £1
down in an unsettledmo- Vv
tion ; that though her bri- n
niih Mountains swell ne- x&
ver so high , ‘yet further rc
then hisgreats permits &

- they



To the Reader .

ie they never dare approach .
es Then after he had van -
u quifhed this terrible ( to

poor mortals apprehend
d on)adverfary,he soon be-
n spreads the Earth with a
> green robe, embroyder

’d
n with such variety of glo-
o nous dowers,as the great-
d eft Potentate on the earth,
^ with all his Glory , could
_ never attain to the like ar-
> ray * Moreover , did his
r refulgent Majesty yet



To the Reader . 1

teams o( h\ sgloriousmight
in bedecking the befpan-
gled azure skies with those
powerful Creatures the
Sun, <EMoon , and Stars , !
which he set for times and
seasons , days, months and i
yeers • and to divide be-

, i
twixt day and night : to o- j
mit the ready obedience, : <
the Sea, Air , and Earth j
yielded , in bringing forth #
fishes , birds and beasts, j
immediately at his com - \
mand . Whither now doth 1

my



a
To the Reader.

my wandringMusesoar ?
What royal Potentate or
princely Guest , stiould
now be expected to this
glorious Entertainment ^
Not the Mighty Angels ,
that excel in strength ; but
the greatDe/>/,call 'd a tru
me Council, 6c command¬
ed the Earth also to bring
forth an Spitomy of all his

h voluminousworlds, theMa -
, nual of his glory , Man,a
-» naked puling Qreature ,
h born without Sword or
f j

"
a Shield

h



To the Reader.
Shield • yet into his Soul °
did the AlUeternal breath v
the Image of Himself, ^

crow nd him glory , made ^

him little lower then the a

Angels , made him Com¬
mander of Earths Em - i
pire , gave him an ossublt -
me, a lofty countenance ,
to view the Stars , and
learn to %now theirpowers
ful influence upon the in-
Feriour World . -

Now doth the mfe Phi ^ .
losopher, he who is a true

con>

o
^

H
o

ti
fci

o



To the Reader.

3j contemplator of the di-
h vine Wisdom ,by a three-

^ fold operation, and three-
[e sold matter, make his ere**

ie ation,and erect the febrick

^ of his world ,with his Salt,
,j Sulphur , and oSMercury.
•j The Mercury 6c Sulphur

of the Philosophers, hath
j much been mitten on ,
v more then needs tall(d

^ on,- but the third and chief
principle, was as yet un-

•j supplied .
ie Here , Reader , it is sully



To the Reader.

difcuflecL , and to the intel¬

ligent and deserving , will
be a great revealed Secret :

despised by fools , crack ’d
on by bragging knaves ■
who indeed like degenerate j
bajlards , unframe the

frame } dc blot the manual ,
and deface the (jlorious
Image of the Almighty .

Some leek to fill the insa¬
tiate Gulf of their unfa -
thorn d wills,in vain plea-j
sure : Another seeks to!
mount the ilipperv datrs \



To the Reader .

of staggering honor,and to
make a perpetuity os his

ojf'fpring : Another digs'

in the Earth , and is ship -
wrack ’d with covetous
dunghil -passions . The
actions of all these are not
a whit tinUured with the
true Salt of the Philoso¬
phers ; for therein is no
such thing .

Many indeed there are
to whom thePhilosophers
Study seems ridiculom *
because their unseasoned

a r brains



To the Reader .

brains cannot apprehend
the great mystery thereof ; t

to them I will not bestow *

time to fay a word ; nor 3

here tell you the Vertues 1

of Saltiytt you fee our na^ ,

1

tural vulger common Salt \

3

will prelerve dead flesh [
(

from putrefaction : What I
1

then will the true ^prepard ]
Philosophical Salt doth is
not meet to tell you here •
but if you are worthy of .
itjthe Book will • and ‘Pa¬
racelsus told you already .



l(j Let me mtreat you to

p . take notice by the way ,

w
that when you finde any

)r mention made of heaven,
a$

earth,foul, spirits ■ or our
"

heaverty <5cc . these are not

meant the celeflial heaven ,

^ I or natural earth -Jout terms

ac ;
used by the Philosophers,

>£ . to obscure their sayings
- from the wicked • spoken
. .

with all due and holy re-

^ verence to the divineMa -

jelbyof whole glorious
Attributes,the true Philo -

a 4, so--
i



To the Reader.

sophers and Astrologers
are as tender as CL^ assi-
calfohn can be • yet this I
thought good to mention>
being cautious lest any
spark of my flint should
touch the mid -fire of his
beacons - but that my Sak
may rather prelerve the
hopes of my intelligent
Reader , to dive through
his Studies,to his crown 'd
bayen : with which desire
I conclude ,

% T .22 Decemb ,
1 6 5 6.

To

I' M
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<
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To the Reader .

Jis little Treatise Secrets doth unfolds
Adore richynoreprecious then the Indian

{Gold
Here is the path , which who doth rightly

To health & wealth it will him safely lead .
Salt seasoning all thingsjSisst illuminating)
The universal Spirit vivificating .
O happy Souls ^whofirst these understood /
Here 's true Philosophy so pure and good)
And free "d from err ors^ that none need to

{doubts
If they were in thept , this would bring them

{out .

By Transmutation may be brought to pass ,
The courser Metals j be they Copper ,Brass ,
Iron , Lead, Tin , to purer , {this is high)
But ’tis not all that ' s done by Chymiliry :
For the Elixir , {which renews our youth ,
And age retards,tf Spagyricks fay truth )

Is



Js therebygot, if these things miy be done,
Lets Saturn ,Venus 9turn to Sun 8c Moor .
Th ' effeminate French our Author hath

(tum’d wells
To manly English ; and the Latin Spell
Is made so ease , that cone need to fear
To understand th' Ænigma ’s writingthere .
The buste Merchants/tfr their hoped gain ,
To both the Indies , Turky , France , .and H

(Spain ;
Nay all the worldsfor Gold and Drugs do

(rome,
Now here , now there ; but belter stay at j

(home :
For health and wealth is here ', tf they

'll but ,
( look ,

They
'll finde them both discover’d in this

(Book .

x ^Xbris ,
1 656.

ladtvru Bovyjigoe ,
iiKohhSntZ •



To his ingenious Friend ,
Mr . ROBERT TURNER ,

on this his laborious and
difficult Translation .

jTXpell not (Sir) that Ishould amply treat
Of this Discourse , ( that cost you pains

(and sweat )
Nor hopeforyet) from my more duller pen,
Tour Salshould be defcrib 'd to Englishmen.
The sublime secrets o/jowChymick - skill
Mayprosper better fromyour learned quill.
My fancy 'r raw, my brain u not endu ’d
With Art enough to tattoos humours crude ,
Tdoryet p/ ^ ’ Epilepsie, or the Gout ,
Consumption,Asthma

’
s,sr the rabbk-rom

Of Thyfick^Terms : Istudy other things :
ErgoJ HI leave these unto Chymist-Kingj,

' Thesehigh -born Fancies do appear to me ,
Likegreat Sir Urquhartb Genealogy.
Nor dare I without SendivogiusTorch,
Approximate you merer then the Torch %

Lest



Left I (presumptuous
'
should be gazld upon

By those that have their wedding-Garmcnts
(on ;

But , as man oft feels heat, and fees no fire,
So I (unshitd ) this learned Worhjidmire.
Thy learn d Ploys tians , who jeers consume
In find ing out a Medicine for the Rheume,
( And when they thinks themselves to be at

( red,
Theydare not write on it, probatutn efi )
May learn by this (could they butfinde the

(cause )
To cure diseases by the Chymifts Laws :
Blor need th ’

ingeniousOperator doubt
Of perfecting what ere he goes about :
The lofty Secrets in this Bookjaid down,
( Once understood ) will save him many a

( Crown .
There is a Secret higheryet in this ;
For here is taught what anima mundi is :
For which the Learned oft have beat their

(brains,
And gained nought but labour for their

(pains
If men would learn this quicker way,& (hare
In Chymickgshdl , deal in learn d TurnerV

(Ware.
Jo , Gadbury > Philomath.

To



To the learned T .
on the following Tra8t.

W Hat rare Discovery I what
( light is this

Shines to us ly thy Metamorphosis I
That doth derive an Art to simple man ,
f rom God and Nature ; by which Art

(he can

Of all d/feaf is know the perse3 ground ,
Andrender imperfeUions , whole and

( fund .
3*hanks therefore, learned friend , for

( this our gain ,
who reap the, Harvest of thy poll fidd

( Brain .
The Gveat Elixir sure enjoyyou must ,
That thus can raise a fused from the

(dufi
His



Os dark oblivion,and then transmute
His for vesture to an Engliffj sute .
Thus thou has cha '

ngd the language y
(ne’

retbrtesS ,
The sense remains s though in another

dress .
This thou has gam d hereby ; the world

mil see j
Thou art a friend to dame Philosophy :
A nd for the labor thou has undergone ,
To cloath tbis Infant in our Albion ,
Succeeding times shad praise what thou

(has writ 3
And future Readei S own to thee their

(wit .
Mean times if Zoilussay , , thy pen did

(hah ,
Conclude , hu brains not season d with

( our Salt .

Ifour humble
Servant ,

Owen Crane*
The
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4- A
TREATISE

OF
The Philosophers true

Salt and Secret ;
And

Of the universal Soul or
Spirit of the World .

* BOOK I .
/ - - -- -
P . Chap . i .
i ; That the World fives3, and 'is fall oflife.
1 1 AUrposing to comment something
> 1-^ on the Spiritof the World, ! shall

: JL first demonstrate, That the Uni-
'

| verse is full of Life and Soul ; and here
» ! B be-



besides,ThatNacure makes nothing Spiri- i an
tuous,but it also indues it withLife ; and pri
That the World consists in continual cai
and restless alterations of forms ; which an
cannot be without vital motion . We all
may also take notice , That the same Na- thi
ture , like a careful as Well as a fruitful roi
Mother , embraces andnourifheththe for
whole World , by distributing to each un
member a sufficient portion of Life ; so the
that nothing occurs in the whole Uni -

j Cre
verse , which (he desires not to inform j in
being never idle , but alwayes intent anc
upon her action , which is Vmficati - , ing
on .

'
| bel

This vast Bodythen , is indued With I mii
motion , yea , continually agitated there- \ trai
withjandthis motion cannot be wrought | anc
without some vital Spirit t for whatso- | Cr<
ever wants Life, is immoveable. But ■ lid
here I mean not of violent motson from ! thi'

place to place . but of that , which in Di!
reference to a form , is privation | to per- alljsection , imperfection. The vegeta- l . cisi
tion of Plants, and concretionof Sthnes, [ vit ;
are effected by the motion of this uni- are
sersal Spirit , agitating this great Mass, he j
md the mediation of a certain radical > this

and . ,



. [ 3 ]
and nutritive Spirit , whose origine or
principle, like someprimary procreating
cause,resides in the Centre of the Earth »
and thence, as from the heart , exerts
all vital functions , and extends it self
through the whole Body, And this
foot or principle is included in the bo¬
some of the ancient Demeoargon , that
universal Parent - whotn , old Poets ,those diligent Searchers of Natures Se¬
crets,have ingeniously described,clothed
in a green Cloak , obduced with rust ,
and covered with thick darkness ; feed¬
ing all kindes of Animals , : into whose
belly , the vertues of the Celestial Lu¬
minaries , continually descend ; pene¬
trating the very bowels of the Earth ,
and imprægnantingit with all kindes of
Creatures ; where the elementary oua-

■lities and powers offer their services to
this old Parent , a ? to the Producer and
Distributer of all things .; who continu¬
ally occupies Iliafim -,in dispensing ofspe-
cifical forms ; and fircheu.j, in exciting
vital heat : which Iliaftw and Jlrchew^
are as it were two Instruments, whereby
he informs , conserves and augmentsall
things . ■>. . -

Z L Here -

*



[ 4 ]
Here note , That by Iltastmwe mean

a general Steward that affords ^
matter for all generation ; and by on
jircheut) natural or radical heat, an (
which digests this matter,and acts ^ 1 ,
upon it . Lif

This Demogorgon then is he, by whom, ^
as by his Instrument, God produces all ore
things in and under Heaven : so that he fee
containinghis Matins and Arcbens, does mawith singular providence , unknown to t^e
vulgar Philosophers , and therefore ^
masked under the supplementof occult jno
causes, form and generate, then nourish ^
and preserve all things ; exercising the pr£
office of a good Houfholderor Steward, je f?who hath his Cellar in the bowels of ;m .
the Earth , and thence draws Life and ^
vigour for his Family . The Earth there-
fore , which is the Receptacleof Celesti- p^ ;
al Influencesand Vertues , cont^ ps in r *
it the Fountain of this vital Spirit, from '
whole Rivulets, Animals, Minerals,and
Vegetables , derive Life ; which com¬
municatesto them , sense , essence, and ,
vegetation, as it findes their matter dis- j

posed I



mean
Fords
id by
bear ,
I acts
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does
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osed :

posed for motion : and hence such
things as are compounded of a more
ducible Mass , and fit for such moti¬
on , become sensitive and vegetable ,
and able to generate things like them¬
selves , because they are indued with
Life : for Plants , and the like , whose
Spirits are not cohibited in too crass and
hard matter , encrease and multiply ;
generating things like themselves by
feed and plantation ; but not like Ani¬
mals, but Minerals , whose Life is nei¬
ther sensitive nor vegetive , bsltondt ^
essential , because their composition be¬
ing too hard and gross , too straightly
captivates their Spirit , that they cannot
produce anything like themselves , un¬
less they be first purged from their gross
impurity , and reduced to thesubtilty of
their first matter : about which , Aure-
lim Augurelltuy that excellent Poet and
Philosopher , writes thus , Lib. i . Chry -
sep .

Hxc inter variant , qute nec primordia return
Extant, quxfy f -iti vitdifone neganiw,
Ut media quacunf, jedent teUure meteUa
Sluts, latent mi.ro gratifulgore lapillt .
Hullo namfy gentu {obdemve augerputantur

B 3 Se-



Semite ; fed cunBos avi torpereper imnes ;
Velum hac ipjs eliam secrete vivcre quivis
Sentiat & vita divine mimere fungi :
Bac & end eademfi caittemplabituretfi ■
uAugeriex fc[e penitus incrcfcere cernet,
Vt mox c rariispatefaBisnojfe licebit. (tunt
Quodfi nonfobolem cducunt , nencatera 'vc 'r-
infemct , causa est, quod mult * fprntus iUic
Materie abstrufu$,vitam qui porrigit omnem,
Explicit agre exfe vires in vivida promat
Has bominum virtusdcnfafubmole latentcs .

But those that neither Life erfoy,nor yet
First matter are,but in the Earth do ft ,
Vis Metals rich,and Stones that precious be.
Differ from these :for no off-spring wesee
They generate , nor klnde augment , but lie
Retting themselves :yet he that shall efpie
Their secret atts , and with himself edmputt
Their augmentation , cannot sure conclude ^
7hat th'are quite voidoflife for though they
Tfo off- spring generate , nor turn into (do
Themselvs,nor other thirgsyet life theJ have
Which is so chained in the closer cave
Os their densesolid matt er,that they cant
Exert such actions as a brute or Plant ,
set if mans skill do quit th em of these bonds,
Their vertue ’s such , as will make them a-

(mends , i



* For when these Minerals »re pure ,
they will by their fpecifical form,though
not generate something like themselves ,

(utl, yet work such an alteration and per-
vc’r. section in things like themselves , that
'■ic they (hall equalize the PhilosophicalE-

^ lixir , whose divine venues , wife- men

eu so much admire , fools so much con¬
temn , because their blind e eyes can¬
not penetrate to the Centre of this
Mystery .

]ye If therefore Animals , Minerals and

e
' Vegetables,whichconstitutethe greatest

• part of this visible World,be full of Life ;
?

what Reason have we to think, That the
'
mtt whole is more imperfect then part
{((e , thereof ? But let us sink rurther into
'.hey Sublnnaries : if the Celestial Bodies

(th, give Life to the , Inferious , they must

,ave certainly and necessarily be enlivened
by the Universal Spirit : for nothingcan

ft &Ve ‘t bath not : of which let us hear
f jiagurettui.

Moo etenim quicquid dijfmiitur mdijsCdh
^Acray, & Terras , & laii marmotis teqU* ,
Intmagi referunt amma : qua vivere mund '

■huf fttit thfinsioi . h/ir vntJiiAu -.ti AurpvP



'
.Allthat's contain d underHeavens Canopy^'
Bothpreyair ^earthy & eke the boundless{ha, jAre mov'

dythey fayfy a mofi ample Spirit ,That tb’world enlivens ,& allthatit inherit. '!
But natural motion is alwaycs con-

joyned with Life ; how then can that
produce Life and motion in another,that hath them not in it self ? Motion
sever forsakes that which hath Life jand
that which either moves, ords moved
alwayes , cannot want Life : The Soulof the Universemovingit selfspontane¬
ously, is the fountain and originalof all
corporal motion ; for the most subtile
part of this MundaneSoul,soaring high , jand inhabiting the Heavens , is conti¬
nually wheeled about with the Celestial j.Bodies, which it self circumduces withits proper and continual motion : andfor this Reason , the superiour Bodies
are more lively and perfect then the in- jferiours , because they are continually I
moved orbicularly ; and that which is I
moved continually , must needs be im¬
mortal . And thus it appears, that the
whole World is full of Life • and, that i

the !



the Life of every species and individual,
is but a participation of this Universal
Life of the World, which alone may be
properly called an Animal , in whose
corporal Elements , the feeds of all vi¬
sible and corporal thing are hidden and
included : for we fee many Plants grow
without precedent feeds , and many A-
nimals produced without copulationof
Male with Female. The visible feed of
plants lies in their Grains ; of Animals ,
in their Genitors : Metals also have
their seed , but such as is not visible but
by true Philosophers , who know how
with great industry to extract it from
its proper subject . And unless there
be a certain procreative faculty in the
Elements , wherein Generation is po¬
tentially included , many Herbs would
scarce germinate on the Earth , much
less on high Walls where no feed was
ever sown , nor Herb planted ; neither
would so many kindes of Animals be
generated in the Earth or Water with¬
out copulation of Sexes , as there are ,
which do by copulation afterwards ,
perpetuate their species , though them¬
selves were not generated by- the com-

mixion
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mixtioD of any Parents ; as we fee in
Snake: generated of Mud ; and Flies ,
and other little Animals,of Excrements.
Again, How do Oysters , Sea-Spunges,and other Aquacicai Creatures live ,which rather merit the name of Plant-
animals, then of Fishes ? These do not
so mush live by any particular Life
proper to themselves , as by that 11-
niversal one , general and common to
all 5 which is more vigorous in sub¬
tile Bodies , as more neer to it, then in
grosser ones , which are more remote
from it .

The World then , created wholly
good , by him that is Goodness it self,is not corporal solely , but participatesof spiritualityand intelligence : ( for it
is full of all manner of forms •' ) and, as I
said before, hath neither part nor mem¬
ber , but that *s vital j and therefore
wise-msn have called it a Masculine and
Feminine , or Hermaphroditical Ani¬
mal , one part holding a certain Matri¬
monial Alligation with another . And
hence, by a certain Tranflation , arises
the diversity of Sexes in Plants and Ani¬
mals j which,in imitation of the World ,

co-



copulate together , and generate a third
like themselves : for the World pro¬
duces an infinity of little Worlds, ; for
every Body in the World that is gene¬
rated, is a Microcosm, having distinct :
parts,vertues, and qualities belonging to
a little World . So that every thing hath
an inclination to generate a thing like
it self , by the right ordering of Action
and Passion ; which could not be, if all
things were not full of Life : for what
Generation can proceed from a dead
subject , seeing it is neither probable
nor possible , that that can communi¬
cate Life to another , that wants Life it
lelf ?

We fee indeed sometimes,manythings
are generated without the congress of
Male and Female,yea, without the pro¬
duction of either , whereinto the Uni¬
versal Spirit infuses Life by means of
Fomentation ; as many by Artifice,who
exclude Eggs and Chxkins without the
fitting of a Hen : and others , who by
preparingcertain matters , and putrefy¬
ing them , produce wonderful Animals ,
as the Basilisk of a Cocks Egg, or of the
menstruous matter of a red Hen , Scorpi¬

ons



pas of the Herb Bees of Ncats
bowels, akinde of Ducksof the Leaves
of a certainTree falling into the Sea (4,)with many things of the like Nature,that merit admiration rather then cre¬dit , because they are made out of the
ordinary coarse of Nature ; certain
matters in certain seasons and places
attracting Life from the Universal Spi¬rit , wherewith the World so abounds,that all its actions are vital : insomuch ,that nothing dies , perishes , or ceases
from action,and consequentlyfrom Life,but immediately some other livingthingresultsout of it : and upon this account,no Body perishes , or is totally annihi¬
lated : for if it should , all the parts of
the World would by little and little
vanish one after another before our
eyes ; especially, considering how manymutations and Ages have gone before
us , insomuch , that he that perpends,might admirethat there are any reliquesleft in Nature at this time : which a
French Poet , and no little conversant in
this secret Philosophy, hints at to his
Friend, thus :

V*Jlre



Vo^ 'tc AfyeSl inegal qui masoitunechange
Sfl comrnc le fohel,contr air e in [ei effeBs
Qui amollit la cite,& iniutcit lafqnge
St fait des corps nonveauxde cettx qtt

’il a defaitls,

TourafpeSl in myfortunes changes sways ,
As Phœbus in his effectsywhofebrightrays
ffaxes do mollifies but harden Clayesy

ndfrom corruption do found bodies raises

(a) Our Author seems here to em¬
brace the vulgar Opinion of the Ge¬
neration of the Northern Ducks, which
the Scots call Claihis, Clathy , ot (flails
geese ; and the English, Bernacles: which
many other Writers fay are generated of
the Nuts of a certain Maritimous Tree
falling into the prolifical 5es,or of some
Shells adhering to putrid pieces of Ships;
which thing the learned LobeUim makes
mention of (in Jdverf . Stirp . pag . 4 5 6.)
where first beseems to assent to -,8t after¬
wards redoubt of, and last to conclude,That Tabiui Columna had justly refuted
this Opinion. Lobellimva the second partcf his Work,p *j -. 2 55? . describes the fi¬
gure of this Duck or Goofe5as also of the

Tree
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Tred and Shells . Ohm tMagnm also
mentions this kinde of Ducks , Lib. 19 .
Hist . Sextenty cap.9 .) But Carolus Qlu-
sim leerns to have explained the gene¬
ration of them more rationally,
Exoticornm , pag. ^ 6 %. where he sayes ,
That the Hollanders sayling towards
tVajgatKy saw someof these Ducks sitting
upon their Eggs, FabiusColummrepeats
his wotds : but Ulysses nAldronaldmy Lib.
19 . Antithog. cap.25 . towards the end ,
embraceth the middle sentence, saying,
He had rather erre with the multitude,
then contradict so many famous writers ;
and therefore he sayes , These Ducks
may be generated of corruption , and
afterwards multiply by copulation and
incubation , like Mice and other Ani¬
mals . The generation of Palmer-
worms from Plants,may alsobe well re¬
ferred to this place, which,whether they
be generated naturally , or artificially,
feed onelv upon the Herb whereof they
are generated , or to which they are
related : as also the Generation of
Caterpillars , and then of Butterflies ;
which afterwards multiply their species
by copulation . 1 saw at Rome in Henricm

CervittiK

e



. [tj ]
Csrvimu , an eximious Apothechary and
Botanist, his Shop , a Bucterflie , which
they said was made of the corruption
of Cypress -Leaves j so elegant and greats
that itsWings equalized my little Finger
in length, and were all over, as it were,
eyed ; whereof,asof the Palnaer-Worm,
you may read Vabiut Columns* his Ob¬
servations *

'Part 2 . Siirp . minm £ og , pagi

Chap.
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Chap . 2 . n
Tto the Worldibecauf* it lives, 1

to/ ? a Spirits a Soul and 1
a Body . j

vTHeBodyof the World lies open t
to our senses , but its Spirit lies ]hid ; and in the Spirit its Soul , which '

t
cannot be united to its Body , but by -
the mediation of its Spirit : for the Body . (
is gross, and the Soul subtil , far removed ,
from all corporal qualities. NFor the ; ,
unition then of these two , we must finde ! {
some third participating of both Na- t
tures , ,

which must be as it were a cor- j
poreai Spirit , because the extreams j
cannot be conjoyned without an inter- ,
venient Ligament that hath affinity ]
with both . The Heaven we fee is high , \ ,
the Earth low ; the one pure, the other ■
corrupt : How then shall we exalt this
impure corruption, and conjoyn it with
that active purity,without a mean? God

we -
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we know is infinitely pure, and clean :
Man exreamlyimpure, and defiled with
sins . Now these could never have been
conjoyned and reconciled , but by the
mediation of ChristJesus , God -Man ,
that true attractive Glue of both Na¬
tures. In like manner , this Spirit cor¬
poreal , or Body spiritual we speak of,
is the active Glue of Body and Soul :
whichSoul sits in the Spirit of theWorld ,
as a spark from and of God 's infinite
Intelligence : for these effective eleva¬
tions,renovations,mutations,variations ,
and multiplications of forms , must ne¬
cessarily arise from intelligence , and
not from matter which paiticipatfes of
no reason ; and therefore cannot cause
such formations and specifications . The
World then is nourishedby this Spirit,
and agitated by thisSoul,which is infus ’d
into it by mediation of this Spirit :
which Virgil , following divine 'Plato’s
Doctrine , expresses elegantly , Lib, 6.
v£ rteid.

Principio Calum ac Paras compost liquetites,
Lucentem% Olobum Luna , Titmkfy Astra 5
Spiritus intus alit, totamfyinfufa per ^Artus
faens mtat m»Um & magna fe comre mifcet.

C The
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The neurifhment of th*earthymountains,and
( skars

Of th'heaven,ofplanet s,& of glfiring stars,
We attribute to th* Spirit ; but to th ' Soul ,
That these do move & fiir without controul.

To which Augurellm also attests in his
first Book , saying,

Ast Animx quoniam nil non est corpora expert
Mundm at &• mundipartesquo% corpore cmstant
Spiritus bac inter medim fit , quern ncq? corpus
Aut Animam dicas,fed cum qui solus utrofy
Participant in idem fitmd bac extreme redmat
Pfy igitttr Maria ac Terras, attfc Aera & lgrtem
Viveref augers et% in fe cuntta refore
Semper Aves,semperStirpes, Animantia semper
Gignere,perpetuam % sequi per feculaprolemjkc,

d
li

But puce a Soul is incorporeal , a
And all the parts o * th*world we meet withal P
Are bodies ; these two cannot be combind Ci
Without a mean betwixt Body and Mind ,

c<
Which it a Spiitluwherewith the Tagingseas, |

s(

Fire,air, & earthrallplants & fruitful trees f
s‘

With animals , are a&ed ; so that they \ n
F>o generate thsir likfjand live for aye, &c. V

^ Ghap , E
- I
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**' That all things which have Efienee
. and Life3are made Lj the Spirit

of the World, and of the
first Matter .

m
i A ^ things are nourished by the

! 1 same , by which they were pro-
j

duced . Now that all things breathe ,
m i live,augmentand grow by this Mundane

, Spirit,resolveand die without it,is plain,
f | Whatsoever therefore subsists , is made

by it : and this Spirit is nothing else but:
a simple and subtile essence , which the

4l Philosophers call a Quintessence, be-
! cause it may be separated from gross
I corporeity , and the superfluities of the
ix, |

fourElements, and so made of wonder-
es r

ful activity in its operations ; and it is
now diffused over all the parts of the:

c. World j and through it , the Soul is
p i dilated with all its vertues . which'

! Vertues arc communicated most tp such
! Ca Todies
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Bodies as participate most of this a
Spirit : for the Soul is infused by , and

'
tl

transmitted from the superiourBodies , /
as from the Sun , which acts most i h
powerfully in this case s for this Spirit S
being calefied by the heat of the Sun , t!

acquires abundance of life , which I

multiplies and enlivens the feeds of all st

things , which thereby encreafe and p
grow to a determinate magnitude , ac- c
cording to the species and form of v
each thing : upon which accountVirgil ! C
faith , 1

: t
Igtmis sst Mis vigor & cakstis mgo. t

But fiery vigour , and heat celestial , j t
Jre to these Bodies their original . c

a
Now this Spirit is by Philosophers ^

called CMercurius , because it is of many, ,
or ail forms , producing all kindes of \
Bodies ; giving to some things a fairer, , {
and more lasting ; to others, a weaker, f ;
and more corruptible Life , according : j
to the pre-difposition of the matter : |

1 upon which account , this fiery vigour t ;
proceeding from the Solar beamr^s not ! ]

alike



is ; alike in all subjects , but diversified as
id there is more or lets of it in the feeds ,
s , All matters of purer pre-dispositions ,
st i have a purer and more durable Life and
it Spirit : for every thing delighting in
ti , that that 's likest to it , it is more then
:h Reason , that this pure Celestial vigour
ill should penetrate and sink deeper into
id purer Bodies , and make them more
c- durable and vital . For the proof of
of which , we need go no further then
[*

'/ Gold ; which, being purer then all other
Terrestrial Bodies, participates more of
that Celestial Fire , which,penetrating

1 the bowels of the Earth , finder in Mi¬
nerals the pre-difpoledmatter ( to wit,

I the iMetcwry and Sulphur ,which Esdras
calls , The Earth ofGold) prepared by the
action and diligence of Nature , and

tL purged and separatedfrom all inquina-
y» rions of Terrestrial and adust Dregs :
ok which nlatter, in the beginning, is pnely

; some Sperm or Water mix*d with that
:r, r Sperm , Powder or pure Sulphur ; which,
ng acted by the coagulative faculty,thickens
r : bylittle and little ; and in time, by long
ut l and continued action of the heat ,
ot I hardens, and so comesto its perfection ,
ke C 3 which



which is naturally simple , tinctedwith
the colour of Fire : for heat is the
Progenitor and Parent of Tinctures ,If therefore it be certain , that this i
heat comes from the Sun , as it must |
needs be indubitable, who can so much
contradict Truth and Reason , as to
deny the Sun to be the Author and
Parent of this perfection ? Let us then
look higher , and seek more accuratelyhow this perfection may be caused bythis mean*

Chap ,
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* Chap . 4.

1 Horn the Sun is by Hermes cd*

| led, The Fcither of the Mun-
1

; dane Spirit ; and of the
J j

Universal Matter ,
t i

BUt some may here fay , If ailthings
proceed from one and the fame

i matter , how can the Sun be called the

| Parent of this matter , when itself is
procreated or produced otic of this
matter ? For answer whereunto , we
must consider , That if we speak of the
primæve prejacenc matter of all things,
ic is altogether invisible , and cannot be
comprehended but by strong imagi¬
nation ; out of whose vital light and

t natural heat , this Celestial Sun was
r produced , with equal light and fiery
'

vigour : which afterwards, strengthening
j

this internal and essential heat , with
I natural, displayed the beams of hisFire
[ oyer the whole Universe , illuminating
I C 4 the



the Stars above him , and vivifying the
things below him. But because the
Earth is , as it were, the common Mo¬
ther of all things , the Sun acts most
vigorously upon her, the being the com¬
mon Receptacle qf all Influencest in
whose bowels the feeds of all thingsare absconded ; which being agitatedand moved by the Suns heat , come to
light : and for this cause , in Winter ,when the Sun is furthest absent from us,the Earth being destituted of that vi¬
gorous heat which his perpendicular
Rayes broughtwith them , (he is we fee
barren,and produces nothing : Where¬
as in the Spring, when the Sun again re¬
viewsour Climate , then she rises from
her sleep or death, and receives Life and
vigour. The cause of which mutation,must needs be the Universal Spirit full
of Life, inhabiting the Earth principally -
which, before it can generate any thing,must take up its Inn in some Body , asin the Earth , which is the Body of Bo¬
dies : and because all thingsare nourish*
ed and sustained by that which producesthem , there must be great affinity and
harmony betwixt this Spirit and the

Sun.
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Sun . And for this cause ancient Phi¬
losophers fay , That the Sun in the
Spring-time , calefies and enlivens his
Parent loaden with old age, and almost
killed with Winter -cold . Seeing then
she is by the Sun fortified,enlivened and
impregnated , Hermes had reason to say,
That theSun was the Father of this mat¬
ter ; for being otherwise barren , and
without off-spring , she now conceives ,
generates and multiplies her spirituous
matter, leading it from incorporality to
corporality.

The Philosopher Hortulamu com -*
menting on Hermes his Table, leaves
and omits the radical principlesof Na¬
ture ; and taking his rife by the princi¬
ples of Chymistryby theSun , under¬
stands the Philosophers Gold , which he
tritely calls the Parent of the Philoso¬
phers Stone. For all that are conversant
in this Art , learn from Experienceand
all good Authors, That the true matter
and subject of this Stone , hath Gold
and Silver in potency , and Quicksilver '
naturally : which Gold and Silver are
much better then those men commonly
see and handle , because these are alive .
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and can encrease . the other are dead :
and if this could not be effected, the
matter would never be brought to its
perfection , which this Art promises jwhich is indeed so efficacious , as to
perfect imperfect Metals. But this
same invisible Gold or Silver, which bythis Magistery is exalted to so sublime a
degree , cannot communicate its per¬fection to imperfect Metals , without the
help and service of vulgar Gold and
Silver. Wherefore Akhymifls alway
adjoyn the one or the other,and so make
Gold the Father of the Elixir.

But such as would be further informed
in this verity , should diligently evolve
gosd Authors : for it is not my purposeto speak more of it : For it is enoughfor me , to shew, that divine Hermes ,with one and the same finger , touches
both strings, or under one and the fame
sentence locks a twofold meaning ;which himselfdeclares, when he asserts ,That he was called Hermes Trismegiftfss ,because he possessed three parts of the
Worlds knowledge : for having giventhe Anatomy of this Universal Spirir,
( which is the material Author and

principle



principle of au the three chief kindes,
comprehendingthe whole of the world )
he had attained so much of knowledge
and wisdom , that nothing could lie
hid from his eyes : and this principle
he makes one . So that all things are
produced from one , by mediation of
one,and adaptation to one. This One
then of which he speaks , is that general
Spirit whereof I treat : and that One,
by which he sayes , Miracles may be
Wrought , is th e true Mineralmatter of
the Stone, whereof we spoke even now,
which is produced from the first general
matter , or universal Spirit , in the Earth,
by Nature ; which Spirit potentially
containing all Celestial venues in it self,
communicates so much to this Mineral
matter , as is requisite for the obtaining
of its perfection.

But omitting ChymicalDoctrines as
much as we may in this Treatise , we
say , That this general Spirit is a Stone
or Elixir composed by Nature ; by
mediation whereof , she works all her
Miracles : which is much more ad¬
mirable then the Alchymists Stone ,
which is onely a grant of this universal

Spirit,
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Spirit , that it may act and perfect
things like it selffor being truely Me-
tallical , purified and compleated by
Art , it purifies and digests Metals left I
in their impurityfor want of digestion.
But this Physical or natural Stone per* j
petually restores such things as are pro* ;
duced by Nature , and hourly pro¬
creates new things,aswell in the kindes
of Animals , as of Vegetables and Mi¬
nerals j which yet it could not do,with¬
out the help and influence of the
heavenly Bodies, especially of the Sun,which is the origine and principleof all i
faculties and generations. It hath then
the Sun for its Father , and contains in
it self spiritual Gold and Silver , because
it is the first matter of Gold and Silver
corporal. And because Air is the medi¬
um through which it receives these su- j
periour influences , Hermes faith,"That -
the winde carries it in its belly : for ■
which cause Raymmdm Lullius calls it j
AerccilMercury : but the Earth, like an r
universal Parent,nourishes it in her fruit- |
ful womb : which appears by the pro¬duction of all things proceeding from
the Earth : for if this Spirit were not in¬

cluded
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eluded therein , (he would have no
power nor venue in generationand pro¬
duction ; seeing (he is properlyno more
then the common vessel or matrix of
these many and different generations :
for the general matter or CMercury of
them, being , as Philosophers denote ,
invisible , and almost incorporeal,cannot
be made visible and corporeal, but by
some subtile artifice ; which matter , if
it can be extracted out of the Arms of
its Nurse,andpurged from all accidental
superfluities , may (notwithstanding any
Reason I can see to the contrary) in the
things whereto it is applied , separate
things corruptive and heterogeneous ,
and conserve and multiply thingshomo¬
geneous and conformable to it.

It is without doubt , Thar, Authors
are misunderstood, when they seem to
assert , that Metals bnely should be
usurped to the production of Metals ,
saying , That the Seeds of ©old are in
©old : for besides that which we have
spoken of common Metals, and of those
which Philosophersassume to the con¬
fection of their Magistery , we dare yet
affirm, That without this general Spirir,

(which
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(Which is in all things the sole cause of
vegetation ) the faculty innate in all
Metals , of •becoming Gold and Silver,
can never be deduced to vegetation , or
from potency to act , because Nature
produces not it self, but in every ope¬
ration there mustbe some agent , and
some matter subjacent to the action.

And this doubless is that fire which
Vorttanm speaks of , which all Phi¬
losophers have concealed and kept
under Lock and Key , as the sole Steam
of their actions : for want of which
Fire , cPo»tamu ( as himself confesses )
erred two hundred times in his practise ,
though he had to do with the right
matter .

This threefold tMercmy then , or
sum total , is the first Seed of all Metals,
as also of the other two kindes or Ge¬
nus 's - which is by little and little co¬
agulated, and by the continual action of
heat lying in theMyne , hardened and
tincted , when it is perfectly pure : but
It makesup several species , and acquires
divers forms and colours , accordingto
the variety of the place , and adjacent
amtcr, producingMetals, Mineralsand'

Stonesj



Of I
ill j
;r >

|
re

.h ;
i-
3£

Stones,in the bowels ; Trees and Plants
in the surface of the Earth ; as (he is
animated by the Solar Ray es , without
which (he would be barren : for Nature
at first established this for a Law , That
the Sun should perpetually nourish and
calefie the matter , alwayes moving its
threefold faculty , Animal,Vegetable,
and Mineral to its effect.

And this is the Cause why Hermes
wrote the Sun its Father.
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Chap . 5 . . .
. .Hon? the Moon ktkf $0 &e? of

the Spiritof the,0'on '
dfmd

the indverfai
'MMier . -

LEst any slight here be deceived , he
must consider , That as one of us, a

Microcosm , hath a Body , a Spirit,and a
Soul ; even so hath the Macrocosm : and
seeing nothing exists that wants these
three , there must needs be great affinity
amongst them ; so that no one of them
can be found without the other : and
though two of them may seem some¬
times to be separated from the subject ,yet they are onely hidden in the third |that?remains, as a subtile and profound ‘
Artist may easily experience, by the ex- ^amination of Fire . What therefore is
Matter , the same is Spirit • and what is
Spirit, may (and that not impertinently )be called a Body. If we consider , That
they are indivisible > and by Natures

Laws



Laws so generated, that they are one and
the fame thing : by which account it
appears , that the matter is not onely
Matter, or Soul, or Spirit ; but refers
and represents all, because one is always
generated and nourished with the ci¬
ther : so that in the propagation and
action of one, the two other are always
present.

When therefore we say,That the Moon
is the Mother of the Spirit andunivert
sal matter , we speak not irrationally,
nor assert any absurdity : but here we?
mutt more intimoufly enquire, whence
this Maternity proceeds. Heat and
Moisture then are the two Keyes of Ge¬
neration ; and Heat performs the office
of the Male , but Moisture of the
Female. Corruption arises upon the
action of Heat over Moisture , and
Generation follows upon Corruption ;
as we may fee in the small Body of an
Egg , wherein, by the heat of Fomen¬
tation and Incubation , the Sperm pu¬
trefies , and afterwards the Chicken is
coagulated and formed. The fame is
also apparent in the Generation of
Man j who , by the help of the natural

0 Heat
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Heat of the Woman acting upon the
Masculine and Feminine Sperm ti¬
nned in her matrix , is deduced to
a com pleat Bod/ , perfect in all its
parts .

By Corruption here , we understand
Mutation andpaflageof one form into
another , which cannot be effected
without the mediation of putrefaction,
(which is the sole medium and way to
Generation ) which is also promoted bythe help of some c Mercury or Quick¬
silver , which is the special Conductor
of the vegetative faculty : and the
Sperms of all Bodies are aqueous , and,
As it were , full of Mercurial humour :
and if their innate Heat be broughtfrom potency to act by the external
heat of the Sun , then may their Ge¬
neration be procured by decoction.Hence the ancient Philosophers as¬
sert, That the Sun and Man generate ?
the Sun , the terrestrial Sun , which is
Gold • and Man , Man . And it is ma¬
nifest , That without the heat of the
Sun, the heat of the Elementary Fire is
dead and barren . Whence the Sun is
also called the Master of Life aud Ge¬

neration .
w
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neration . Heat then in ail Generati¬
ons comes from the Sun ; but radical
moisture , by the influence of the Moon ;
which influence , all fublunariesreceive
and feel , when this Planet is in its en-
crease or wane . And thus you have an
account how and why Hermes called
the Sun Father , and the Moon Mother

. to this universal matters for the heat of
the Sun , and moisture of the Moon,ge¬
nerate all things ; because heat and
moisture, in a due temperament , cause
conception * and upon conception, Life
and Generation . And though Fire and
Water be contraries, yet one can do no
good without the congress ©f the other :
but by their diverse actions , all things
conceive , and are conceived.

sAinsidam I ’ unmets difcordante Concorde
Aux Generations dcvient aptc & s ’ accords.

If (generation in the world be had ,
Then what erfidiscordin concord made.

Yet 1 would not have my Reader
suspect , That by too hasty judgementI
would abstract Hermes his prime inten-

D 2 tion



om the broad way of all Alchy -
jto the by-paths wherein I tread ; |
: I know , That all good Philofo-

, accordingto his minde and will ,
fay , That the Sun and Moon should be
in conjunction , that they may absolve
perfect Generation : for as Arnoldasde
•villa nova in Floreflomm , fays,The Philo J ;
sophers

'
Sperm is not joyned to theirBo-

dy, but by the mediationof their Moon:
which Moon is not commonSilver ; but
the true matter of their Stone , which
congregates , and inseparably retains
in its belly , Body , which is the Sun i
and Sperm , which is Utter curjr . A nd he
speaks of this Moon in his novumhumen ,
where he fays,That exceptinghisMaster
of whom he learned his work, he knew
none that ever operated in the true
matter ; but all were extravagant and
erroneous in the election of their mat¬
ter , as if they would generate a man of
a dog.

Chap.
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tioo, from the broad way of all Alchy -
mists into the by-paths wherein I tread;because I know , That all good Philofo- 1
phers , accordingto his minde and will ,fay , That the Sun and Moonshould bein conjunction , that they may absolve
perfect Generation : for as Armldtts de
villa nova inFlorefiomm, fays,The Phiio J
sophers

'
Sperm is not joynedto theirBo-

dy, but by the mediationof their Moon:which Moon is not commonSilver ; but jthe true matter of their Stone , which '
congregates , and inseparably retainsin its belly , Body , which is the Sun ,

1
and Sperm , which is ^Mercury . And he 1
speaks of this Moon in his novurnLumcn, jwhere he fays,That exceptinghis Master jof whom he learned his work, he knew !
none that ever operated in the true |matter ; but all were extravagant and
erroneous in the election of their mat¬ter , as if they would generate a man of
* dog .

I
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7bat the Root os the S pirit of the
World tmjl he smght in ,

the Air .

\ X^ Inde is nothing but Air moved
and agitated , as we may learn

from the respiration of Animals , which
blow Winde when they breath Air.
Winde then is Air , and Air is wholly
vital , and the breath of Life : for
without Ajr nothing can live or subsist :
for whatsoever is deprived thereof ,
is suffocated and dies, yea, Plants them¬
selves that are destituted of free Air ,
wither , and are in respect of others ,
dry and dead .

We therefore have some Reason to
say , That Air is a vital Spirit , penetra¬
ting all things , communicating Life
and consistence to all ; binding,moving,
and filling all .

By this Air then , the Universal
D 3 spirit



Spirit that lieshid and (hut in all things,is generated and manifested ; by this
it is ingrossed , formed, , and made
more apt for Genetation : whereof i
£altd the Philosopher treating , sayes, |
not without Reason , That Minerals
have their Roots in the Air , their
Heads and Tops in the Earth . As if
he should have laid , The Air causes this
Spirit to enliven , augment and mul¬
tiply Minerals in the Earth • thoughthose that have some experience in
preparing the Philosophers Stones,
may fay , That this place should be
otherwise understood : for accordingto their Doctrine , in their Philosophi¬cal Works , there are two parts j one
volatile , which is elevated in formof a vapour , and then condensed
and resolved into Water z and this
they call the Spirit : the other more fix?
ed, residing in the bottom of the Vessel,which they call the Body- Rosittm ex¬
plains this sentence by another of the
same Anthers : for he faith , Take the
things ess' their souls, and exalt them on
high, anefreap them in,the. tops of their
Mountains , and reduce them to their

Roots -



Roots : where the Glcster sayes, These
words are true and deer , without envy
and ambiguity ; though he declares not
what he understands by things whereof
he speaks. Butby Mountains (faith Ra-

simis ) the Philosopher means Cu .v.r-

bites • by the tops of their Mountains,
Alembicks : by reaping, he means , we
must receive the Water of the aforesaid
things , through the Alembick into the

Receptacle : by reducing them to their
Roots , he means,That we should reduce
the said Water to the Earth whence it
arose. This is also confirmedby MoH -

etmst who faith , That the Philosophers
operations consist onely in extracting
Water from the Earth , and reduciagit
to the Earth till the Earth putrefie : for
the Earth putrefies , when this Water is

purified ; which, being once pure, will

by God ’s help , direct and perfect the
whole Magistry.

Some have exploded Air out of the
order of the Elements , thinking it as

glue or lime to conjoyn diversNatures -

judgingit the Spirit or Instrument of the
World , because it is the Chariot of the

Universal Spirit : for it first receivesthe
D 4 influences



[4®] .influencesof allCelestial Bodies , and
communicates them to other Elements
and mix ’d Bodies. In the mean while,like some divine Looking-glass,receivingand retaining the species and forms of
all natural things, which it carries alongwith it , and insinuating it self into the
pores of Animals, imprestesthoseforms
on them , whether they sleep or wake.We learn from Animals and Vegetables,That every Spirit neer the Earth , re¬
ceives its vertue and vigor from the Air :for we fee such things encreafc and extol
themselves : the Spirit which gives themLife, doth so much delight in Air , as the
placewhere it had its origifte . Hermesalso faith , That the Air carries it in its
belly . Whereunto oAristotle subscribes,faying , That moist things proceed fromthe Air , and Terrene things from themoist ones: for Air being next the Earth,humectates it on every side ; and thehumour thereof being condensedby in¬nate heat, is turned into a certain kindeof Earth , which contains Mercury and

Sulphur in due proportions .

Chap.



Chap , 7 .

How the Earth nourishes this U-
rdverfASpirit .

THough this Spiric be infused into,
and dwells in supcriour as well as

inferiour Bodies , yet it may be bett
' known and discerned in Bodies molt

evident and neer to out view ; of
which the Earth is neerest, and most ve-

l getable in it therefore is this Spiric
I
; generated, and manifested more copi-
i oufly : for the Earth is a certain mark,

whereto all the Influences,Rayes , and
Vcrtues of the superiour Bodies tend.
It is moreover the Fundament and Ba¬
sis of the other Elements, containing in
it self the seeds and seminal venues of
all things • forwhicn cause it is rightly
called the commonMother of all Atoi-

■ mals , Vegetables and Minerals . It is
[ therefore impregnated by the Heavens,uiviciuic luiyic ^Lidicu uy me ncitveu ^

and produces all things out of its
womb ;



womb ; and though this Spirit were i inch
expelled , washed away , cr separated gene
from it by what way you please, yet the rals ;
Earth, thus void of Spirit, if left a while j

not
in che Air, would again be impregnated b Pr° c
by cheCelestialvertues and influence r,so
as to produce some Chystalline stones,and lucent sparks : and by this means,the Spirit which was taken for sepa *
rated , would again regermirnte in the
Earth . Impregnation then made by the
action of the Heavens , and of the first
qualities , doth continually render her
generative : for our of her womb come
all things sublunary. She produces all
things endued with life , preserves ,nourishes , and at last resolves them into
their own Nature . Whep she is agi¬
tated by these actions, she dauses a two¬
fold expiration • one without her, ano¬
ther within her : which expirations
egrede from this Terrene Spirit ,

‘ when
moved and calefied by the Celestial
beat . The expiration elevated with - v
put or above the Earth , if it bp humid, ,i
pauses and produces dew and frost ; if !
dry , winds , thunder, and other dry

impressions : but the expiration
included

whi
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all <



L
tel . . . , .

included in the Earth , if it be humid ,
generates Equable Metals and Mine¬
rals ; if dry, stones, and the like , that are
not Equable. All things vegetable
proceed from , and are nourished by this

Spirit,whereof the Earth is Nurse : for
which cause, the ancient Poets call the
Earth the common Mothc; and Nurse of
all Creature? ,

I. II

Chap,



That the Spirit os de World u
the cause os pen je

'Bion I
in aU.

THe Universal Spirit is the general
Genus, ' and common to every jGenus : for if we cast our eyes into the

inferjour or elementary World,we fee it
divided into three subalcernals , to wit ,
animal , vegetable, and mineral kindes ,and yet the fame in all, onely operating
diversty accordingto the diversity of its .
forms. And hence the infinite variety of
Creatures arises; for else there would be ;
only one species in the Universe: but if
we perpend the superiour and Celestial
World , we shall also finde , That the
Spirit is one, equal in all, and differing .in nothing but purity and iubtilty : for I
the Celestial Spirits are procreated of
its pure igneous substance , and differ (from Terrene ones in corporal grosness : \

and
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sod the Celestial Globes and Lumina -

ries are made of its middle and Aereal
substance : it constitutes therefore all

things , because it bath in it both the
faculties of iuperiorand inferiorBodies,
and because it is of an exquisite temper :
for this Body is in all the beginningand
end of perfection ; and if it were de¬
stituted of its faculties , it could never
perfect any thing : and here we under¬
stand simpleand natural perfection ; and

although it be perfect onely , according
to the intent of Nature , containing in
itself the rule , line, action and power
of perfection ; yet it acquires vertues
and facultiesabovethe sphere of natural

things, and can deduce things from po¬
tency to act. This Spirit alters and pe -

retraces all things,thoughnever so gross ;
mollifies hard things,hardens soft things,
and augments , nourishes and conserves
all things. This Spirit also,being in all
Bodies the Author of Generation and
Corruption , hath necessarily a threefold
operation : for by its drinese, it must en¬
liven ; and by its coldness, congeal ;
and by its moisture , congregate and
unite : for which it hath a threefold

name
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name imposedon it, defamedfrom thethree kindes of Earth : for they call it | ltc
vitrifying , salsuginons, and Mercurial ; w
because of Salt , Glass, and Mercury,^ .things are made ; though Taracel[m '
reckons these principlesotherwise , to *
wit , Salt, Sulphur , and Mercury, adding fGlail as a fourth. As if he should fay,

t
All things are made of these three first ,

1
principles , and reduced at last to the j -fourth ,a? though neither Nature norArt j

c
could produce any thing beyond Glaft- j

<
But 1 shall prove my own sentence by 1
Examples and Reason ; The Bones of ,Animals are consolidated and hardened
by vitrification , the Fiesta and Nervesroncreted by Salt, and united and con¬
gregated into one mass by theMercurialhumour. In Vegetablesalso, the shellsof Almonds,Pine - Nuts,Wall -Nuts? and jthe like; as also of Oysters and Snails in !Land and Sea, may be made by vitrifica¬tion : and the taste demonstrates, That \these Bodies are saltish ; for nothing *

wants Salt, but what is insipid ; yea , 3those things are very saltish whereof
GlafS is made, as Fem Kali, and the like.Some may here object , That it is not !

Glaft
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Glass, but Salt , that causes the indura¬
tion of Bones , Shells , and the like,
which I have mentioned. Whereunto
I answer , That Experience and Reason
speak the contrary : iotSalt is resolved
and melted by the least moisture of Air
or Water : but the Bones and Shells
before mentioned, resist liquefaction , as
they are more or less hardened by this

lass-making faculty : for the ultimate
confirmation of which my assertion , I
may adduce precious Stones , Adamant
and (shrystal,which are nothing but Glass
elaborated to perfection in the Furnace
of Nature . And now, that all things
are condensedby c Mercury , is so mani¬
fest , that it needs no other Testimony,
but common Experience . Minerals have
enough of Salt , Sulphur and cJHercury
in them : Stones and such essoded things
as acquire not extention and fusion by
the Hammer and Fire, have some Salt its
them ; but this is superated by the
adustion of corruptive Sulphur , which
comes upon their induration and vitrifi¬
cation, Metals and all ductile things
are concreted and condensed by Sals
and iMercury ; and so much hardened

by



[48]
by vitrification, that they bid some re¬
silience to the Hammer , which is indeed
more or less , according to their impli¬cation with more or less impurity and
adust Earth , which comes upon the co¬
agulation of their Mercury. And thus
we may affirm , that all things are made
of the ternalnumber of Classesalt tni
Mercury, or Water ; where (j lass is the
cause of hardness , Sale affords mattes ,and Water causes unition and conden¬
sation.

Chap.
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Chap , 9 .

Of thespecification of the Univer¬
sal Spirit to Bodies.

THe Soul of the World , and its Acti¬
on anaVertue , is represented in

all things in whichit is : this bindes and
conjoyns the superiour things with the
inferiour : for as many Idea ’s as the
Heaven contains , so many seminal
causes it obtains ; whence, by the Me¬
diation of the Spirit , it forms so many
species in the matter. When therefore
it falls out , that any one of these spe¬cies degenerate , it may , by the Soul
within it , and the mediation of the
universal Spirit , be reformed, and re¬
duced to its former state j for the Spirit
is alwayes at hand , and ready for all
motions . In the mean while , we must
not imagine that the intellectual Idea
is attracted ; but rather , that the Soul
is indued with such a venue , and al¬

ii lured



[So]
lured by the material forms : which
cannot seem absurd to any one ; for it
prepares every one his rueac and nutri¬
ment , becauseit is transmutable into all
things by which it is soilicited , and wil¬
lingly remains and resides therein . Zo¬
roaster calls the Agreement , and Har¬
mony of the Forms,with the Soul of the
World , Allurements . Whence it ap¬
pears , That all things and kindes draw
their powers and faculties from the
Soul of the World , not all totally , but
such as respect the seed or propaga¬
tion , and the like, whereby they germi¬
nate or encrease. An example hereof
we have in Man , who, feeding onely on
Man ’s meat, acquires not the Nature of
Birds , FHhes , or the like , which he jeats . Many other Animals also feed ?
upon the same victuals , and yet every I
one attracts that which if proper to his j
speciesso that it is worthy our admi- j
rations that out of the fame Meat, Matt j
cas attract what is proper to Man, and 1
aBird what ■is proper to a Bird. And
this is tide because there are many and
diverse Aliments in one and the fame
dish, 'but because Of the species nourish’ i



ed, which attracts and changes the nu«
triment proper to , and convenient forit self . by mediation whereof, it gene¬rates its like , by vertue of this Soul
and feed , which is in it accordingto its
quality.

But we must not think , That in the
Machineof theWorid , the Spirit, Soul
and Body , are things separated ; for

j these three are alwayes united and
j conjoyned, as is apparent ; and by this

union , the whole Spirit and corporalsubstance become vital.
The universal Soul then , feigns and

imagines divers forms , which the Spi-
I rit receiving into the bowels of the
1 Elements , makescorporeal , and pro-
j daces. Hence Animalsgenerate onelyAnimals ; Plants , Plants z and Mine¬

rals , Minerals : though not all alike :for Minerals , as I said before, generate1 not their like after the same manner
; as Plants , because their Spirit is co-

hibited by too gross matter ; which
Spirit , if it could be conveniently ex¬
tracted , and conjoyned with Mineral
matterr, would generate its like , be-

i cause by its exquisite penetration into
E % im-



imperfect Bodies, through the fubtili-
ation of Art , and artificious Gradua¬
tion of Fire ; it brings with it pro¬
per and Mineral feedsonely , not ani¬
mal , because repugnant to its Nature :
yet I will not say , That it wants the
action of other faculties ; but that it
doth not demonstrate them , but ac¬
cording to the species whereto it is
accommodated : for else every thing
would produce its unlike : a Tree would
generate a Man ; a Plant, a Bull . a Me¬
tal , an Herb : which I speak onely in
respect of the diverse specifications of
things .

For if We consider the most gene¬
ral Genus , it produces in all things
its like , because , being KjfrUrwrfi
it assumes the Nature of all things
wherewith it is mixed. But humane
Art cannot effect that that is solely
granted to Nature , which alone can
procreate a species : Art may dilate
and multiply it , if it begin its opera¬
tion ac the root of the species , as
prudent Philosophers do * who , extra¬
cting the Spirit from Minerals specifi¬
cated, decently purified, and reduced to

perfection*



perfection , render it apt to perfect im¬
perfectthings.

And an expert and industriousArtist
perpending these things aright , may
easily instituteadmirableAdaptations.

Finis Libri primi.
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TREATISE
OF

The Philosophers true
Salt and Secret ;

And
Of the universal Soul or

Spirit of the World .

B,QOK II .

Chap , i . |That the Spirit of the World assumes 11
'

Body ; and how it is incorporated .' E have I hope sufficiently ex- \
plicated in the former Book* i
that all things were not on- f

}y produced ; but also madecorporeal i
by



by the universal Spirit . We now come
) to declare what kinde of Body this Spi-
| I rit assumes , and new it self both is, and

makes all things corporeal : for that
l must needs be corporeal which makes
I- all other things such , seeing nothing

can give what it self hath not . Let us
therefore fee with what , and how it is
vested with a Body : not that we will

I here dispute of the incorporation cf ce¬
lestial and supernatural beings , but
onely of Physical and Sublunary Gene¬
rations , and of the body of the Earth,

: which is the sole vessel and true matrix ,
where the prime and most general

■ Incorporatorof things, is it self incor-
| porated.
| I say then , That no body can be made
! without a precedent Mover , that may
j diducepotency to act : that which exists
I not in save potency , may be produced
j into light, . aud according to Natures

; : intent , reach its final term * whicnis ,
i to make that a body which it would

. | produce . Now this mover cm be ' no
, j other then fire or heat , which moves ic
> | self first in the Air ; for all Generati¬

ons begin there, because fire is the most
E4 active



M I
active Element , and consequently most
subtile and light : whence it is more
prompt for motion .

Fire therefore , whose propriety is
through its levity to ascend , and make |
unknown things visible , doth reqoi-
sitely receive the beginning of its moti¬
on and action from inferiour Bodies ;
that is , from the centre of the Earth :
where , as we said before , the old
Demogorgon , and Progenitor of all
things , inhabits • fitting there in his
Throne , and midst of his Empire : that j
thence he may govera , command , pre - ,
serve, and divide the essence of Life to ;
all the parts of that great Spherical Bo - .
dy expanded about him ; and that he j
may more easily and from equal di - j
stance , receive from every Member what
he wants . The root of Fire is im¬
planted in the fruitful bowels of this
©Id Parent : which thence emits a va¬
porous breath , which Hermes calls the !
humid Nature : for vapour is the prime !
and next action of fire ; with which it is
so con joy ned , that it cannot be imagined
without it .

But some may say , If vapour comes
from
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[ J7]
jst from fire , how can it be moist , seeing
re fire is hot and dry ? whence acquiresic

this contrary quality ? Aud here we
is findc nothing absurd, if we do but con*
;e | sider , That fire cannot live and subsist
'i> without moisture , which is its aliment,i- support and subject ; without which ,
; fire cannot be conceived t for being by

i: Nature active , and its actionindefati-
d gable , it must needs have something to
11 act upon, and never be destitute of this
is thing.
rj Fire then , andco -essential moisture,• are like Male and Female in all Gene -
i ; rations, and are the first Parents of cor-
* porification of the Spirit of the World ;
: j as hereafter we shall makeappear. But
- j Fire is the first Operator , because a-
t i ction precedes passion , though the Pa*
- tient be inseparably co-existenr with the
; Agent ; as the old StoickZmon asserts ,who thought that the substance of Fire

was by Air turned into Water , and
, there conserved , as the general Sperm ,
j and first universal matter , whence all

things were first generated. 7hales
iMiksifUj whom the Greeks surnamedthe wise , perceivingthe matter patient,

said ,



said , That Water was the first matter : mei
which Heraclitm attributed to the Sea : 1 Au
and c Moses , more illuminated then Fir
both , faith , That before the heaven and if i
earth mere created , the Spirit of the Lard j tat
moved on the face of the waters calling 1 of
Fire , because of its noble and pure

; me
essence, The Spirit of God . In faying ] M<
therefore , That Fire is the first print !- 1 ser
pie of beings, I transgress not the limits ret
of Reason and Verity : fer it is without by
doubt , the first Operator , and the lad the
Destroyer and Changer of forms, whose do
cause it is,even till it hath brought them
to their period and first matter , beyond pal
which there is no progress , but onely a : th *
transformation, as I shall by and by ae- * I
dare , by comparison with visible and set
familiar beings : the first active potency, be
which begins to operate in the produ*
stion of man , is the agitation or motion

(
nc

of heat s which imitating the action of ! th*
fire (whose Nature is chiefly separative ) ce,
draws Sperm from the whole Body - dp
(whereinMan ’s feed is potentially in- j rh*
eluded) and costs and digests it : there- we
by rendring it apt for expulsion , and ' na
afterwards for Generation and Aug- “g

men®

I



r : mentation ; which Generation and
i : ! Augmentation is alwayes helped by
n 1 Fire , which is the sole Actor : so chat
d if it should attain the end os its exal-
d ration , being intiamed by the Sulphur
g of Excrements , and impurity of Ali-
e ments , it would absume the radical
g Moisture , which is the Seat and Pre-
l- server of Life : which done , the fire
s remits not of its power and action , till
it | by resolution and corruption, it brings
1 j

the Body to Ashes ; which nothing can
e do but fire.
i But that we may make this more pal-
1 pable , and finde out the first matter by
j j

the knowledge of the last, let us impose
- I a Body on a commonFire : and we shall
j ! see,that what is inflammable in it, will
, | be totally consumed , aud redacted to a
. j few Ashes ; which Ashes alto will par-
, ticipate of a fiery Nature ; and for
{ j their last subject and matter, turn into a
) certainSalt, whose sole Parent and Mul-
r , tiplier, Fire must needs be. And though
> | these shouldbe further turned , yet Sale
. i would alwayes be left , in whose inter-
1 i nalswemay finde Fire , which is de-
' lighted with its like.

I



[do]
And by this means , Alchymists finds,that there is something in Salt that is

incombustible , or secret Elementary
Fire , which hath the same actions with
primitive Fire : upon whichaccountthey
call it the Balsam of the Body , because
it contains that that gives life • as also,that conserves and augments it ; which is
nothing else but a moist vapour, accom¬
panied with moderate heat. Johannes
Fontantu in his Philosophical Narrati¬
ons, (€n son Romant 'Philosophies) shews,That he was not ignorant of this Se- i
cret ,where he brings in Nature speaking
thus :

Aucuns difcnt que feu n 'cngend/e
De son naiutcl fors que ccndre :
Mais leu/ reverence fauvee
Nature e(l dans le feu autee :
Et si prover,] e le von loye
Le (el a Tefmoingfe prcndoye.

Some dare t* affirm, that fire can generate'
Nothing hut ashes; hut thoseseem to relate
The truth thereof,who sag,that in fires hrest
All Natures operations are imprest.
■And if hereofa proof you do require,
Salt gives you proofenough what is in stre .

And
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de,
cis I And that it participates of moisture,
icy

^ is plain enough from its easie resoluri -
ith on ; as also its fulness of heat is de¬
ity

I monstrable , from its ready congelation :

jfe ' from which we may observe , That Fire
f0)

acts, and is united with Fire ; as in li-
, is

' quefaction Air acts, andisjoyned with
n. ■ Air : for how in one subject could the
w dry imbibe the moils, if there were no
tj. innate heat , seeing drinefs , as it pro-

rSf
i ceeds from hear , doth naturally imbibe

c. moisture?
]g

And hence we may easily understand,
That the Demogorgon or central Fire ,
cannot be destitute of moisture on
which it may act , and thence elevate
a vapour mixed of two qualities , which
I call , The Spirit of the World j but
many Philosophers <JW-trcnry of c Mer¬
ries , because all other proceed from this

f . naturally : but this elevated vapour is
- not yet a Body , but a mean betwixt a
te Body and a Spirit , participating of both
(I I Natures ; which , whilst it remains in

that state , can generate nothing. It is
I therefore necessary , That it either a t

fume or form a Body , which it thus
j doth :



• L *" ‘ Jdoth : This subtile vapour, proceedingifrom dry and moist principles , when !
it is elevated, penetrates the spungynerof the Earth , wherein it is graduallyturned into Mercurial Water by the
occurse of the ambient Air , and of
the Earth it self ; whose surface is fat
distant from its Centre , where the Fire
resides , whence this heat arises . Afret
the like manner , as we fee m an Alem-
bick , where the vapouror Spirit to dr
distilled , runs out . But this vapourand its water , partaking of two prin¬
ciples ', heat and moisture,it isingrossed ;and by moderate and comiuued cocti-
on , condensed. The principal cause and
mean of which action , is innate Fire,which contains this very vapour ; and
by its continual action , stimulates and
compels it to imbibe this moisture, and
to coagulate this Water : not in all partswith a like solidity and hardness , vol
yet altogether j but first with a mu¬
cilaginousand different solidity. Nov*1
that which Nature assayes to do in the
information of Idea's, is, to begin their
Induration and solidity , which must ne¬
cessarily hold on in Natures way, which
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is a progress from one extream to ano¬
ther,by intermediate disposition . And
Nature thus continuing its digestion ,
this Mucilage stays , of whose grosser
matter Metals are generated in the veins
of the Earth, or cavities of Rocksjwhich
differ not in substance, being produced
by one and the same seed , but onely in
accidents , which they take from the
diversities of the plsces and matrixes
where they are generated. But the more
subtilepart of this vapour , ascends to
the surface of the Earth , where it stays
by compulsion j and being in conti¬
nual agitation, though it can neither re-
grede nor ascend higher , and finding
no splid matter to carry it with it , it is
compelled to continue Natures inten¬
tion - and therefore serves for the Ge¬
neration and Corporisication of indivi¬
duals . But that what I have said may
be better understood , let us take some
one individual , and let us fee how it is
produced : for this will ascertain us,that
the Spirit of the World assumes a Body ,
and shew us how it is incorporated. An
Acorn may be long enough set or sown
m the Earth , and consumewithout ger-

mi-



[ 64 ] I

mination , unless some Agent be neer it, c
that may deduce its occult potency u,. ! r
turally within it,into act. And whence j
can any one imagine this action to pro- t
ceed, unless from the central Fire issuing j
out of Demogorgon's, brest ? Which Fire i
attracted and fomented by the Solar j r
Rayes , will redouble its force , venue,

' 1
and efficacy. Does not then this ger- ! i
mination derive it 's original from Na*

j y
turesFire -, which elevating and mul- i i
tiplying its vapour , excites the in* t
nate heat of the Acorn , which is of \
its own side resolved into a vapour by f
the mediation of Air ? and this rased ' j
vapour is nourished and augmented by : 1
the first vapour , whichnever ceases to 1
act on the matter of the Acorn , till it 1
have brought it to the period of that ; 1
perfection to which Nature destined it, •
which is , to make it an Oak : which, I
when it hath acquired its perfect mag* <
nitude , begins, not indeed to die, but to '
decline , and gradually to return to its s, 1
first form , even to the Earth * where the 1 1
fame vapour is not idle or deficient : for J
of the putritude of this Tree , certain 1
Animals, called Horfc-lice, with abun - 1
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dance of Worms , are thereby gene¬
rated ; yea , when the Oak is turned
into perfectEarth , it effuses a new vege¬
tation .

But if any should fay, That the Acorn
is augmented and multiplied to this
magnitude , he erres : for it is manifest ,
That in this germination , the Acorn
remains whole without diminution *
yea , separates it self from the Tree when
ic is germinated . The Oak then grows
not from the augmentation and multi¬
plication of the Acorn ; neither is ic
from addition and abstraction from the
adjacent Earth : for then so much of the
Earth would be exhausted , as the Trees
magnitudeis :it must therefore necessari¬
ly proceed from some other way & mat¬
ter,seeing by these wayes ic cannot. This
Spiric then,or Vapour,whichis ordained
for no other end , is that which is in¬
corporated , and produces this indivi¬
dual , from which the creation, augmen¬
tation , and preservation of all things,
proceed ; and not .from the Mass of the
Earth , which is nothing but the Excre¬
ment of the spirituousana primæve mat¬
ter , as it appears by the digestion of the

f sto*
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stomach , which rejects Excrements in ,the fame weight and quantity almost,that . it assumed Meat in , when never¬theless , it hath extracted its propernutriment from ic , which is onely the
Spirit included in that Masswhich, ,by its siccity, makes it self a Body ; and
by its humidity; , dilates and augmentsit (elf.

Chap.



Chap , 2 .

Of the conversion of this Spirit
into Earth ; and how its %ier^

tue iemans integrally in
this Earth .

THc formerReasons seemsufficiently
to evince , That the Spirit of the ,

World assumes a Body : now we should
declare how it is corporified x and ,
though so . this search , the labour will
be greats and effect small , yet shall I
endeavour to make this thing compre¬
hensible, especially for their fakes, who
in their nativities have had favourable ,
Stars ; and are thereby rendred Ad¬
mirers of these rarer Effects , and
Searchers of theseocculter Secrets : for
in that many learned and curious Men
have erred in the inquisition and de¬
tection of this Body , arises from hence 5
That some have believed this know¬
ledgefar to exceed Man ’s capacity, and

F 2 onely
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oticly attainable by Angels or Devils .
Others have thought , That it being cal¬
led , The Spirit of the World , no Man
should feign to himself any but an Uni¬
versal Body , because an Universal Spirit
must also have an Universal Body . And
others have thought , That it could not
be perceived, but by conversionof more
perfect Bodies into their first Sperm
and Spirit , by exact and industrioussub*
tiliation : not minding nor considering ,That Nature admits of no regress ; and,That Bodies , by how muth they are
more perfect,by so much they arefurther
distant from their principles and first
corporeity .

Some are of opinion, That a Quintes¬
sence might be extracted from Bodies r
perswadiog themselves , That the more
subtile and volatile part is that Spirit
they seek j so erring from the scope at
which they aim , as if they would seek
the East in the West : for they make
Bodips spiritual , where they should
make Spiritscorporeal. But seeing this
Spirit is manifestly converted into a
Terrene Body , and without contradicti¬
on pr doubt,generates all bodiesjit must

therefore



1 M
thereforebe extracted by them, because
otherwise , they forsake the direct tract
of Nature : aud seeing it is made a Ter¬
rene Body, it may be perfected by Fire,
into something , which the Quintessen-

! tials call their Heaven . But corporifi -
! cation begins from the Earth : for the

first work of (JMercuryh to make Earth.
Why then do they begin with making
of Fire ? which would proceed, as if a
Man should builda House, and beginac
the Roof.

But such as would reduce Bodies to
their first being , pretend ; and have

i more specious Reasons , then those thac
would redact them to a Quintessence,
save that they go in a crooked way that
leads them contrary to their meanings:
for,besides that Nature never goes back¬
wards , they mindenot that they should
follow the way of completion, and not
of destruction, or reversion to their ori-
gines and nativity : for, besides the im-

>- possibility of this course , these wayes' are so long and difficult , that an ordi¬
nary term of Life cannot reach their

v end . Moreover , they can never attain
the true and natural first Being this way ,

k z but



but onely a phantasticalBody , far diffe¬
rent from that wherewith Nature effects
her productive operations • which is
solelyi the legitimate Sperm of all Bo¬
dies. Aud if we consider now , That
"all Bodies are made by Terrikcation,
we must needs grant, That there is some
prejacent subject: most apt for the
making of Earth. But I said , That in |the beginningEire was the first Operatorin the World , which elevates a spiritu- |
ous Vapour , then costs , dries and in¬
corporates it a for a Body cannot he 1
made without coagulation , which ne- ,
Cessarily follows the driness of Fire : f
And in what other place can this im* ,
massation , desiccationand coagulation .
be made , save in the Earth , whence all
Bodies proceed ? The prejacent matter
then , must needs be there occluded ; for
if it ; be not there , then all Bodies are
made of nothing; which is repugnant to
Nktdre ‘s cOurse,which wot^d nave every ;
thing to hive its '

pnncxple • and out of k
nothing , hoftning but nothing to pro-

'
ceeH . ' ;
! This matter or principlethen is bound ;
to ' the Bbdy oftheljattii,

^ '
wfxere it :

vouriihed



nourished,ingroffedand!,incorporated -
and therefore) such as would extract the
Quintessence out of perfect, simple ,
or imperfect Metal ? , should do better
to open the Matrix of the Mother, and
rake the Sperm but there , then to kill
and destroy her Infants or adult Off¬
spring , while they go about to reduce
them to the state wherein they were in
time of conception. But if they should
open this Matrix , what would they
there finde ? for nothing appears to
sight or fense . And many believing this
Way most profitable,havebeendeceived,
whilst they thought in the bellies of
Mynes , to finde some feed of Gold ;
which missing of, they despair of their
purpose , because they never met
with a middle disposition betwixt
hardness and softness in Metals. If
therefore the eye can discern nothing
here , how then is it possible for them
to get any thing? This indeed is a work,
the other a labour. Such Searchers
surely believe not , that the first matter
is so subtile and loose a Spirit or Vapour,
as that it cannot be reached, save
onely by intellect and imagination .
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However, seeing it is contained ituta j
Body of this great Parent , and dwells ; ithere , Reason evinces , That it hathj
something of corporeity in it : and il.
though I have sufficiently declared to ,subtile intellects of what Nature it is, I
(hall further add, That the Pores of the
Earth are full of this Vapour ,which jo
quires a dry quality by its innate heat,
accompaniedwith some secret moitture,by which it is condensed , and coagu¬lated into a specifical Body : and as this
moist Nature, now dried up , was fir!!
Water ; so it must be reduced into Wa¬
ters again by Water , which is the sole tmean whereby to humectate dry things, Jas fire is to siccace moist things : which jis a work duely observed by Nature in

generating Metals : for Water flowing
through the Pores of the Earth , findes
there a dissoluble substance , wherewith
it unites its most simple parts : to which i
union , all the Elements concur indue j
proportion .

This substance then,by its own disso¬
lution is so conjoyned , that it of it self
condenses through hardness , which is
natural to it ; because of its innate



siccity ; and by successive and long de¬
coction , acquires a metallical indura¬
tion .

But now this substance being disso
luble , of what other Nature can it
participate, but of Salt ? for nothing is
lo dissoluble as Salt - which by how
much it is mare burned , is by so much
easier dissolved, unless it be turned into
Glass .

The first matter then , is Salt - or Salt
is the first Body whereby this matter
becomes visible or palpable : of which
Salt T̂ ajmunAtts speaks, when , in his
Testament, he faith , We have before
declared , That in the Centre of the
Earth , there is a certain Virgin-Earth,
and true Element , and that that is
Natures work . Nature therefore is
placed in the Centre of everything : la
Salt is this Virgin-Earth which hath yet
produced nothing, into which the Spirit
of the World is converted by vitrifica *
tion , that is , by extenuation of its
moisture, This is that which gives the
form to all things , and without which,
nothing could incur into the senses ;
nothing is coagulated without Salt ,

nothing



nothing congealed. This is that that
*

gives hardness to Gold , as also to th;Adamant and all Stones both precioijjand vulgar, with a Secret vitrify
'
^Vercue. Yea , what is more , wen^,

nifestly fee,that al 1 Bodies, compoundedof the four Elements , return into Salt .for if a Body purrefie, what remains bqtpowder and ashes covering most prest.ous Salt ? and if a Body be destroyed bycombustion, calcination or incinerationwhat rests in the last extraction butSalt ? Glass -makers do give rrtanifeft
testimony hereto : whence Arnoldusi(villa, nova, in his new Chymical Light, !speaking of the permanent Water of
Philosophers, which Water is dry, andwets the Tangents hand no more then '
common Quicksilver, faith , Who then !can -prepare this Water?Well,he may dok who can make Glass .The fame Author , speaking , of the
excellencyof this dry Water,manifestsit sufficiently , when he faith in his LChymical Treatise , which he calls his "r
PhilosophicalBreviary, That an Operatorcan no more do any thing without Salt,then an Archer emit an Arrow without ^



a cord or string ,
faith the same : -

And Vons Amamitm

Sans[el ne peux metre, cqeffeSl
mile those pour ton faift.

Icrtn effetl nothing in jour rare Arty
ilnlefi withSalt I \

'gin to operate .

All Bodiesthen are composed of Salt,
and, as we said before, the Principles of
Composition andResolution are equal :
which concurs with the Philosophers
infallible Rule , That the first matter
of all things is one with the last : where
they alledge Ice and Snow for example ,
which are by heat resolved into Water •
out of which , they were by cold con¬
gealed - And if I should here suggest
the Testimonyof all approved Authors
to this Verity , my Treatise would end
in a Volume : bpt that I may demon¬
strate , That this Salt is pure and true
Earth , ( not such as vye tread upon,
which I shall hereafter prove to be

nothing but the Dregs and Excrements
of the other ) I must recur po the first
Creation , w hich I shall decypher by &

famK



familiar example of an Operation tm<je
' 1

in imitation of Nature , and by the same
'

Rale and Model by which this great
Universe was framed. i

I said before,That Water or the httmii jNature , as Hermescalls it , upon which
(JMofes faith , That the Spirit of the Lori 1
moved , was the principle of all things.And here the Question will be, How
that great and conf used heap of Waters
was so divided, that this ampleand grossTerrestrialMass proceeded thence ; and
by what medium so differentthings were
procreated of the Earth ?

I shall answer to these Questions *
onely what experience hath taught me ;It if$| torefore naturally probable , thatin thefpddle of these Waters , by wayof separation , there was a certain col¬

lection of sedimentsor feelings ; whereinI follow the Text of LMofes , who
faith , That God separated the water fromthe water for there are two Kinderof Waters , to wit, elevative and con- /
gelative Waters : the former then
elevating it self in a vapour , left the
other fixed in the bocom ; as those that ,eoct Sea or Fountain-Salc daily expe¬

rience



xience : though .perhaps it be be true ,
that the one is made by the attraction
of the Suns Rayes , the other by the
expulsion of Fire. And here note ,
That Fire and Heat onely are indued
with a separative faculty , which they
exert either by violent or natural
motion . This separation then was made
by one of these wayes : and to what
thing could cMosesbetter comparethis
Fire (which cannot be otherwisedefined
then the origine of Universal Light , of
Animal heat and vital motion , which
gives existence to all things , and pre¬
serves them in their being ) then to the
Spirit of the Lord ?

Let us again consider Natures Salt In
its Chaos , diffused, diffolved , and suf¬
focated in its Water ; under what form
will it then appear,or with what quality
will it affect our gust, but that of bitter
Water ? and this form and quality it
would retain for ever, if it were nor
separated : but as soon as this elevative
Water feels the action of Fire , it begins
to fliefrom it by vaporation ; and so the
collection is gradually diminished t till

^cnely a little heap of Salt be left in the
bottom



LiK
bottom , which tomes together as the
Earth did in the first Chaos of the Uni¬
verse.

And thus we*'fee the first operation
of Fire , which is the production ot
Drinefs, that is, of ‘ Earth. But as this
first Earth remained still coagulated
with its Excrements and Dregs by Fire -
so this Salt, which is ttue Earth , retains
its Excrements » thbfigh it seem |>ure ,white , and full of light : for nothing is .
generated , nourimed and augmented,but it abjects its1 Rdcrements of the
formation and separation ; whereof we

'
shall elsewhere speaks ' Now this Salt
on dry Earth, thns coagulated and setied
in the Water , drinks Up all its humidity,and is by the cbtotinuation of heats
action , spontaneously dried : preservingall this While , its innate moisture , bywhich it is bever deserted , and from
which it hath its1 'dissolutive verttfe.
After the accessionv6f this moist and
dry temperament z it is apt for pro¬
duction , as the action of Fire shall im¬
pel it from potency th effect : and as
the Body of this great Earth hath the
specifical and productive vercueof in-

dividil-
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dividuals j so bath that same . we call
Salt ; not that it can produce Herbs ,
Metals or Animals, . as the other doth *
but that it conserves in its breft the
original Seed . of. all things > as Expert ,
ence by the operationsof Fire,manifests,
hereby giving colours* sapours, vegetati¬
ons, and induratioato all these kindes .
and also proper Fire which the Sun hath
introduced int©-it, whereby it enlivens
and nourishes all things : which I have
sometimes observed in the prosecution
of a Philosophicaloperation,whilst I law
in this matter , without other mixtion,

i all colours distinctly one after another
in order , and according to the internals
thjtt the Masters of this Art determine,
as they should be in ; the matter and
confection of the .Philosophers Stone
together with that suddenfusion which :
follows upon the attainment of the
highest redness , like that of wilde
Poppy,: but it would not produce that
admirable effect in changing.of Metalsj^but it exerted such miraculousvertues,
by causing universal and natural sweats
in Man’s Body, that,lam afraid to pub-

t lish them , lest I bebrandedwich the
title



C*>1 ,title of a ScharlataxeMedtcafter, thoii$C. V. my Soveraigti good Prince , as at
irreprehensibleEye-Witness , may easilyvindicate me from that injury : for whet
the fame of those admirable cures cam;
to his Ears , he was pleased, like a gra¬cious Jupiter , to visit the Habitationof
his poor ‘

Ttyitemon ; induced thereto, 1
suppose, by the generosity of his mind?,
and the relation of a good Man , wh«
was so afflicted with divers Dolours,and extenuated with the diutumity offhis grievous Diseases , that nothing barf
hopes on Divine Providence , or these 1
lace of his imminent Death, coul d mot^in him resentment. The true relation,1 say , of this Man, so much affected
K that he diligentlytook the informa-i
tionot many men , whom I had by this

1
remedy restored to sanity : and if the
covetousness or envy of the Man who
undertook the cure of the reverend
Cardinal, and my Lord ’s Brother ? . M,had not prohibited thp use of this Me¬
dicament ; I perswademy self,by God’s '
Grace and Benediction , it would have
conduced to the sanityof many char still
lie languishing for want ok cures .

If



M
If therefore ibis Salt have all the qua-

lities of the Earth in it , who will deny
it to be Earth ; or fay , That it may not
be called the Universal Spirit made into
Earth , as Hermes describes it ? But I
aver , That this conversion cannot be
effected , save by the Artifice of easic
practise , but difficult perquisition : foe
it is without falsity, an act exceeding
Alan's cogitations , to render that mat¬
ter visible to the eyes , and tangible to
hands , which so many learned and fa¬
mous Writers in all ages have thought
invisible and incomprehensible } of which
they have affirmed ,

"That those that la¬
bour in this profound Theory , may be
able to discourse well and plausibly of
its excellency ; but should never finds
and know it in effect . And I profess,
among!! all the curious men where¬
with I have conversed familiarly this
forty yeers , from which time I have
had some knowledge of this matter ;
I can scarce finde six that know ought
of it .

When then I have sufficiently declared
how this Salt may be turned intoEarth,
which is the operation of operations ;

G it
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it rests that I shew , That after comer * ;
sion , its vertue remains entire . But >
before I enter this Discourse , 1 shall,as it
is requisite , relate with what vertue this
Salt or Spirit is of itself indued, that we
may search and firdethe same in it when
it is converted into Earth .

I fay therefore, for confirmation of my
purpose , That it is without doubt, ant!
needs no proof , that the continual mo-
tion of the Heavens, is for some end :
for though Physically we may fay , That
the end for which a thing is moved, is,
to acquire another^place ; yet is motion 1
made for other causes : and the intent of
this motion , is not to go from place to
place coely 5 bin so to move , as to ob¬
tain the effectof another End ? for there
aretwoEndS 'the one is by Philosophers
called the End for which a thing is
made ; as the End of Plato ' s Genera *
don , is for ‘Pita ’s Soul ; and Beatitude
is the End for which ’Plato studies Ver¬
tue . The other End is that to which ,
things tcad : Thus the End whereto
conjunction of Male or Femaletends, is
Generation ; but the End for which
Generation is made , is a Man or an A- '



nimal : Thus the End sot which Tlctti
went out of Greece into Egypt , was to
learn Wisdom - but the End to which
he tended, was Egypt *

The End therefore of the Heavens
motion , is not onely to acquire new
places , but to influence upon inferiour
Bodies : for if any one should imagine*
that these influences are of no use , or
that they are cast into a place where no¬
thing can receive them , he is in an error
too gross to be refused.

This Celestial Influx is perpetual and
continual, because the motion by which
it descends , is orbicular ; beginning in,
and returning to it self. And this is
the Reason why the things whereon it
influences, and which it produces , are
of the fame Nature andquality, as with¬
out ceasing to receive the power and
multiplication of theseVenues which
fail not .

And seeing this Influence is not ex¬
tended abovethe Heavens , where no¬
thing is, it must needs be carried toward
some inferiour thing, that it may act up¬
on : for nothing is passivebut whathath
a Body 5 and what other natural Body

G a is



[*4]
5s there in the World , but Earth ? Is not
this the Body of Bodies, and that solely J
that can subsist alone , having in ic self
all the qualities requisite to a Body , as
Longitude , Latitude , Profundity and
Superficies ? Is not it the Subject and
Mark that Nature hath set, whereatto
aim all her Dartp ? where can she bet¬
ter accomplish her works, then on the
Earth ?

The Earth therefore is onely that in-
fetiour Body that receives Celestial In¬
fluences , whose faculties and powers,
penetrate , calefie , purge , separate,
enliven,augment , confer, and restore .

We need not now dispute , whether
the Heavens and Celestial Bodies influ¬
ence upon the Earth : for experienceand
sense takes away this doubt. This there¬
fore being left as sufficiently known, we
shall onely declare how they make their
influences vertuous. I said before, That
they tend directly downwards , and not
upwards ; and the Earth being the
Centre of this Spherical Body , they
must needs fall upon her , and fasten
their Points there ; for the Earth is that
Point of the vast World , where all the



lives of these influences concentricate.
And seeing the Earth is a Body so solid ,
that it gives solidity to all others , it is
requisite that that which penetrates it
be very subtile. The Heavens therefore
being of most subtile matter, produce a-
like effects : for the operations ordi-

; narily follow the qualitiesof the Body
[ that operates. And this penetration

Would profit nothing, but like a Torrent
j running over a Field, because of its swift
S motion, scarce wet the surface, unless it

be by somewhat stayed . But seeing it
tends infallibly to the Centre , and
there is stopped , because there is no
lower place whereto it may descend ;
there it is compelled to subsist and col*
lect it self.

Hence some have said, That the Cen¬
tre of the Earth is most precious , be¬
cause in it all the influences are united ;
which meeting there , have an infinite
potency , not onely because they conti¬
nually flow thither , but because they
proceed from Bodies infinite, incorrup¬
tible andindeficient in venue .

The ancient Poets , who involved
thek Conceits in Fables , divide the

G 3 EartU



Earth into three parts ; assigning the*
Heaven to Jupiter as first- born of Saturn, j
( though some attribute the pritnogeni- j
ture 's right to Neptune^ and the election
of the superiour Kingdomto Jupiter ^ for
certain Sophistical Reasonsimpertinent
to my purpose :) "

Neptune they make the
Lord of the Sea j and that by lot i To
Fluto, as the youngest Son , they assign
the Earth for Heritage, who is yet
thought the richest of the three Bre-!
thren , because in his Dominion all the
Treasures of the World are contain¬
ed ; yea , he seems to make his two
Brothers Tributaries in those thing!
they possess as best. This Son they call , i
The King of Hell, and to him they give !
the Elysian Fields , as a delightful place,
where the blessed Souls shall follow his
Court after death .

Divines also assert, That Hell and the
torture of Souls is in this place ; ad¬
duced by this Argument : That feeing
the Nature of the Stars is fiery, and all
their influences concur,there must needs r
be incredible burnings there . Again, !
That place is infernal , because none is ;
more inferiour. But that Souls should be ,
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here tormented , and that the heat of
this place should be so vehement as
they fay , is a Solecism in Reason , and a
Contradiction to Philosophical Axi¬
oms : for besides that Souls pcsseffe no
place , accordingto their own confessi¬
ons , and that , being devefted of the
earthy part, and corporeal prison , they
would naturally elevate themselves ,
and ascend byvertue of their spiritual
levity , which participates more of a
fiery then any other qualityjthey cannor,
but with violence, be detained in this
subterraneous place , seeing they are
light ; nor yet, being simple , suffer un¬
der the action of Fire, whichcannot act
on its like.

Why therefore they should assert ,
That they descend to this place to be
tormented , I fee no reason , unless that
the burthen of their fins , wherewith
they are implicated, should detrude and
depress them , compelling and forcing
them to the Centre of the Earth * or else
that sin hath got them under its Domi¬
nion , and hath incorporated it self
therewith , by some unknown kinde sf
composition, and so make them passible

© 4
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and sabject3Hot to the simple and natural
action of Fire , but to some other vio¬
lent created one , destined by God to
that effect : and perhaps the venue of
the Fire we speak of, is by divine Power
doubled for this action ; which may be
proved by Holy Writ .

But I will not rashly cherish any par¬ticular Opinion , or separatemy selffrom
the Orthodox Faith ; in the defence
whereof , I will not onely spend myLife, but Industry, by God ’s assistance;
yet I fay in my Transient , ( that I mayfurther recede from my intended Bis.
course ) That they conclude strangely,that say, Vehement burningsarise in this
place,becausethe influences of the Stars
concur there : wbereunto I would yet
yield, if they can evince, That the heat
of the Stars burns and consumes like our
Culinary Fire , and doth not enliven,conserveand nourish : for if it were such
as they imagine , not onely the Earth,but the whole Universe had been longsince burnt to ashes. Those influences
indeed in old DemogorgonH bowels ,calefie ; hut not with a mortal and de¬
structive, but with a vital heat , which ,



there implants an uniform Vertue *
which by mediation of heat , dilates it
self through the whole Body of the
Earth , being the first moving cause of
Generations .

But we must not here conceive, That
it is onely the external heat that comes
from the Sun , which calefies the Earth,
and causes Generftion : for in Winter -
time , when the Sun is furthest distant ,
the Earth hath abundance of heat in it ,
as experiencethews, in Fountains , Ci¬
sterns , and profound Cells : so that in
the coldestWinter -Season , Metals are
cocted and indurated j yea, it is credi¬
ble , that they are then most of all in-
grossed, because the heat of the Centre
is kept in aud retained , because of the
frigidity of the ambient Air. The Suns
approach , and more perpendicular
Aspect , is not the sole cause of vege¬
tation in the Spring ; for if so , then
doubtless , as its Ascent were more sub¬
lime, Vegetations would augment more
proportionably to the encrease of the
heat of theRayes : but the contrary is
observed. But because every like at¬
tracts its like - and the recess of the

one,
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one, causes therecels of the other $ The <
Sun by the magnetical Vertue of its i
Rayes , attracts and revokes the heat of :
the Central Sun , detruded by the rigidcold of the ambient into the interiom
parts ok the Earth , which returning to
the surface thereof , affects all thingswith a vegetativefaculty.

It is not therefore the external heat
cf the CelestialSun , but rather the in.
nate heat of the Central Sun , that ca¬
lefies the profundity of che Earth : for
heat is twofold - the one acts by rever¬
beration , which is external ; the other
by influx and penetration , which is in- 1
cernal , whereof I now speak ; whose !
Nature is to enliven, augments and con¬
serve by the sustentationof radical moi¬
sture contained in this Fire , which I
made mention of in the precedent
Chapter .

But that now we may prove this
Central Fire not to be so intense , as to
torment and burn , let us consider how
the Scars do not by their influences
cause heat solely , but work other ef¬
fects ; for Saturn is cold and dry , F«- i
fiter hot and moist , the Sm hot and -



If dry , CMars hot and dry , Venut cold
’l and moist , the cMoon moist and cold,
jf and (.Mercury ill in all, putidpumg of

all qualities alike .
Whence we may gather. That all the

influencesare temperate , equally con¬
sisting of heat, cold, moisture and sicci-
ty ; which thus meeting in moderation,
cannot make the place where they meet,
immoderate. The Vapour then or Spi¬
ritism comes from the Centre , parti¬
cipates of these four : and hence all the
qualities of simples have their ori-
gine ; whereof fomecalefie, bccaufein
them heat is predominant • others dry ,
because siccity fnperabounds ; others
moisten or refrigerate, according to the
degree of their moisture or cold : but
on the other side . Stars project many
other qualities besides these, into the
Centre : for they give Beings to those
sapours, colours, and odours, which we
taste , fee , and feel in sublunary things*
I fay therefore , That the Stars calefie
the Centre of the Earth , and that the
UniversalSpirit dwelling there , parti¬
cipates of this heat ; and because it is
natural to heat to separate , that separa¬

tive



L? 3 J .tive vertue which divides the putt
from the impure , the subtile from the
gross, and the light from the heavy, and
the sweet from the bitter , descends
with these influences : which purgative
separation , is the cause why all things
naturally reject their Excrements , as
not being of their substantial parts ,

1
which is indeed very requisite, seeing
there is nothing in the World , but its
Excrements , exceed its natural sub¬
stance : nay, all that we fee and touch,is onely the excremental part of things,that obumbrates their occult substance ;
as we may observe in our Aliments ,
whose greater Mass turns not into our
substance, but goes away by the passages
destined for such egress ; Nature onely
extracting the invisible and spiritual
succe out of them , which is apt to be
converted into our flesh and substance.

We may likewise affirm , That this
Mass of Earth we tread upon,is nothing
but the Excrement of that first sub¬
stance, which was united in the Chaos ;
Now encompassing the Centre , and so
including it in a Spherical , Equilibria!
proportion , that it cannot move or fall ;

for

1



[0I feeing it is in the lowest of places ,
ij

- cantend no wayesfurther , unless it
hould ascend ; which is repugnant to its
Nature . But in the mean while , I do
1,01 fay , That the Body of the Earth is
?0thhjgbut an Excrement : for though
11 appear wholly excrementitious, yet
*
;here lies under its Excrements , a pure •
u ostance ; which being wholly spiri-

tUal , could not become sensible with -

^
Uc lhe administration of some Body ;

fee in all things produced : their
and first Matter is invisible ; but

s they are carried in a corporal Mast ,
excrementitious substance , we can

e? them ; and no Body can be made

^
’thouc Excrements : for which cause,
ts substance is separated from ibeBody
^ >rth inGenerations,by the influence

tL
' “eleftial hear ; retaining nothing of

po
e laid Earth , but as much as may be

l r a sustentacle for it ; which from the

for
gInning ^ d no other use, but to serve

4 * .a Receptacle and Shop * or rather
wh ' Kiwherein this spiritual Matter

ilf effect its operations j as we shall
s-

'
J' ly and plainly demonstrate in the

^ 1 Chapter , where I Gull treat of
Sc-



[?4] ,Separation more largely. b
But Separation were to little purpose, fi

if the things separated should remain r
without action : Natures scope in Se- i
paration , is to enliven and abandon >
Death , which comes from no other 1
cause but superabundanceof Excrements 1
suffocating the pure substance ; but here
I mean natural, not violent Death : but
if the Seeds of things should alwayes '
lie buried in this excrementitious Earth , i
nothing would be produced or receive 1
Life : but the CelestialVertue by its vi- I
tal influence extracts them ; and these i
being fullof Vertue, dilate and promote
themselves into all and each several spe¬
cies , as their Nature and Composition
require.

Life then proceeds from Purification ,
which the Stars effect by their influ¬
ences , with which the augmentative
and restorative faculties descend : for
the Stars being in continual motion ,
they are continually occupied with
action , and consequently with viyifi-
cation , giving Life to Life • which can¬
not be without Conservation and Re-
stauration r Conservation they give »

by
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by sustaining Life indeficiendy ; Re-
stauration , by restoringwhat the Ge¬
nerations of individuals consume and
spend. And this we may fee manifestly
in the first Matter incorporated ; for
being impregnated by Celestial Influ¬
ences, it is of it self nourished, multi¬
plied and augmented continually.

Add hence it is called a Dragonor
Serpent that preys upon it self , always
regerminating ; which , where-ever it
be , it takes such root , that the place
shall never be quite destitute of it ,
though it be washed or burned * which is
a certain token by which this first Matter
may be known.

These then are the principal Vertues
which the Spirit of the World hath ,and will alwayes receive from the Ce¬
lestial Influences , which produce great
and admirable effects in all the Mem¬
bers of the Universe .

But here some may enquire, How that
the first matter receiving such pure and
potent Influencesfrom Heaven , comes
to be conspurcatedwith so many vicious
qualities - and how k retains them
when it hath received them , seeing it
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is alwayes busied in the actions of vivi-
flcrrion , augmentation , conservation,
and restauration : for if it separate not ,
it will die ; and if it augment, con«
serve, and restore not , it will diminish ,
perish, and debilitate ; which it never
does.

Whereunto I answer , That the Stars
have a twofold influence ; one natural,
the other accidental : the natural was
communicated to them in their first
Creation ; and it is that Government of
the Universe , which Hermes speaks of,
whereby they keep it in its Being , by
defending and preserving it by their in¬
fluences, from destruction and annihi¬
lation ; wherewith the Spirit of the
Universe is continually enriched : which
applies them to , and manifests them in
all things whereto it gives encreafe and
substance : but the accidental Influ¬
ence of the Stars , is that which falls j
out preternaturally , by reason of their |
different Situations and Aspects : and |
this is alwayes,subject to mutation, aud
never remains equal : and this hath only
power upon the effects of Matter , not
upon the Matter it self z for whatever ‘

in»



influence happen , though never so ma¬
lign , the Centre of the Earth intermits
not its actions , but absolves them as
before, and produces Animals , Vegeta¬
bles, and Minerals , as well as ever ; and
if mortificationssometimes fall out from
the malignity of some Aspect , they
onely touch the surface or excrementi-
tious mass of Bodies , and not theinteri -
cur substance : and such an accident is
often changed ; so that the influence
sometimes operates one thing , some¬
times the quite contrary : which the
natural and principal influx never does.
Whence we may conclude, That the first
Matter,as itisstmMeof itself , receives
nothing bur thorn Celestial Vertues ,
which it also retains and keeps in its
Terrification.

But we must now declare , how it re¬
tains them, that we may make good that
saying of Hermes , That its Vertue re¬
mains entire when it is converted into
Earth , because all the Celestial Ve»
tues descend and meet in the Centre of
the Earth ; which in their course , aim
at nothing , but the information os the
Matter , which is as it were the Recep-

H tacle
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tacle of the supream Idea ’s.

The fame Matter being full of Form!
is diversified not indeed actually , but
potentially , into innumerable sped
fications : and so it is not properly )
Body , but as it were a Body or Com.
panion of a Body , whereunto it hath !
an Appetite , and by information moves ,
to that end : and this motion it hath!
from the action of Celestial Fire, which !
I before called , The first Mover in ;
the Chaos - which the old Poets , Or-
shew and HeJiod i describe under the
Name of Love : And ‘Rjinsardut , out
French Homer or Tindar , thus de¬
lineates :

- Lesuis amour le grand maifire del diefix,
Le fuis Cduy, qui fait mouvoir les cieux.
Lefuis Cduy quigoverne le monde ;
S2ui le premier hon de la majfe cclgs ,
Donnay lume 'te & feudy U Cahos ,
Vont fut hafly cette machine ronde.

if any T{us\\c\ \ nova mi who lam ,
Love is my name

To whom themselves , both Jove and all his train,
Subjeds proclaim .

i m
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1 am the hand that moves the heavens , and th ’ reins

That Stars direSt -,
All that the Earth and Universe contains,

My nedexpeSl .
when all a Chaos was , l spread my rayes

Of light akoieti
And then divided that which in few dayes

The World brought out. ~

Seeing then this Matter by its proper
Nature and Appetite , tends to incorpo-
ratiorf , who can rationally fay , That
whilst it assumes a Body , it is deprived
or swerves from Nature , that by its
own vertue causes corporation ? and
feeing when it takes a Body , it is first
tamed into Earthjwho can deny but this
Earth is indued with the fame vertue ?
for thoughthrough commixtionand con-
curfe,it partake of some elementary im*8
purities , yet in its Centre it is alwayes
pure : so that after its purification, Fire
(which is otherwise the most activeand
potent Element ) hath no power to de¬
stroy it , because It exceeds this Fire it*
perfection and subtilty. And hence it so
suddenly penetrates Bodies, enlivening
them, and augmenting their venues, by
pestering and preservingwhat jis natural

H 2 in
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in them, to wit , their radical moisture ,which by its fiery subtily , it purges and
separatesfrom its Excrements that sussg .
cate it . And that I may in a word ab-
solve all , this that most excellent Medi¬
cine, which Siracides faith is extracted
out of the Earth, and which no wife Man
will despise, It is moreover that preci¬
ous Salt,whereto the Doctor of Doctors
compared his Apostles, as to a most ex¬
quisite Treasure, produced by the Hea¬
vens : for he might as well have said,You
are Adamants, Rubies, Pearls, Gold ot '
Silver of the Earth ; but that he knew, !
That all these things, though admirable , ■
contained nothing in -them comparable jto this general Sak , whereunto all the
rest owe the homage of their perfections .
This Medicineoperates likeFire,in con¬
suming the impure, which , as heteroge¬
neous, it disgregates from the homoge¬
neous parts of the pure substance : and
seeingthe Heaven generated this Virgin

'
in the bowels of the Earth, why should
fiie not retain her Parents vertues ; and
like an Infant that naturally participates
of both Paternal and Maternal Seeds,
hold both Paternal and Maternal Hu¬

mours ?
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rnour ? for which cause the Ancients cal¬
led this progeny Androgynes, which isa
name commonto both Sexes ; the Poets ,
an Hermaphrodites being properly nei¬
ther Male nor Female , but both : and no
less properly , may this Virgin be called
Uramg&a, or Heaven made into Earth :
for being Earth , she hath the Celestial
Vertues tied and annexed to her indif-
folubly , whose admirable faculties (he
manifests in her operations , whereof I
have given sufficient declaration in the
precedent Chapters , to all such as armed
with any noble spark of ingenuity, will
endeavor to adventure to break through
the thick woods of darkness and igno¬
rance, or co such as Virgilfaith , to whom
Heaven has granted access or ingress into
the obscure Chaos of the Earth.



Chap , z .

Of the Separation of Fire from
Watersubtile from thick ; and
■ with what indufrj it should j

be ejjefied.

NAture , the most sagacious Agent,shews us by her proper operations ,that in all things we must first confide!the end for which we undertake anymatter , and then finde our means to at - '
tain the end. A prudent Searcher ofNatures secrets then should have perfect
knowledge of the principles , progress,jand qualities of matter , both internal
and,external , lest in his search he con¬found his end with his means : and
forsaking the high-way which Nature
hath .trodden , from the Foundation ofthe World , turn into by-paths , and i
phantasticalunknown and unfrequented |tracts .

Hermesknew the right way well . for
he '
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he was indued with the perfect know¬

ledge of the Worlds constitution ; who,
desirous by Art to follow the footsteps
of Nature , prudently imagined , That
the Earthwas the principle of all things ,
and the first Creature that was by Sepa¬
ration created in the belly of the Chaos ;
and thence he made such ingress into
the Treasury of Natures Secrets by the
Terrificationof this first Matter, which

I said before was no-urished in the Ma¬

trix of the .Earth . But as it is not e-

nough for a Builder to have Materials
wherewithal to erect an Edifice , unless
he know the manner of performing and

fitting his Materials to the work t so

Hermes was cot content to finde out
convenient matter , but made diligent
search for the mannerwhereby he might
prosecute his work in imitation of the
chief Operator in the Creation of the
Universe , and so form a little World ,
wherein all the vertues of the greater
World were included . Considering
therefore , That the thing he purposed
to make,must be most, and that he must

begin with gross and inferiour things to

obtain this perfection ; he first begun
H 4 to
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to divide the contrary Natures ,by sept, st
ration of the superfluous and useless v\
parts , to avoid the ruins of his work : b
where, according to the Adage, it

may c
he truely said , He took̂ the Bird by in (
Feet and so going through the right t
Gate , entred into the Closet os Natures <
Secret,without turning : for Separastot <
is the beginning of all things , and the I
first operation of the Universal Body ] I
segregating the confused Members : by

'
the division of the confused Mass ot ,
Chaos, the crder and form of Elements 1
first appeared, and took their places : sot - ■
without Separation,Day and Night,Sun
and Moon , Winter and Summer , had
yet been one ; Metals and Minerals ,
though never so different , would have
been contained in one Body ; and all
Vegetables would have been but one
Seed .

It was therefore necessary, That Na¬
ture , for the attainment of that Order
and Distinction , wherewith we seethe ,

'
Universe condecorated , should begin
with Separation. But that we may de¬
scend to particulars, let us fee how this
sagacious Agent begins all her opera- 1

tiovs
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tions : but for Separation , Generation
would neither have beginning nor end s
by separation, Aliments augment and
conserveevery Body . And if I should
deduce the proof of this Argument
thorow every species, I shouldwithout
doubt confound my self in the intricacy
of this Chaos , rand never finde exiture,
for the infinity of examples :! will there¬
fore lay down this for a Foundation ,
That Thatme begins all her Jtlions from
Separation. But because the know¬
ledge of this is not sufficient , unless
withal we know what things she sepa¬
rates , and whence this separative facuhy
proceeds , we must discuss this mat¬
ter more exactly, that our discourse
may proceed regularly : and before I
meddle with any disposition , I think it
best to propose some definition of Sepa¬
ration , and declare of how many
kindes this Separationis.

Separationthen in general, is nothing
but the division and distinction of things
dissimilar from one another ; as of the
Heaven from the Earth, Sun from Moon ,
and the like ; as also of the pure from
the impure , heat from cold , dry from

moist,.
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moist, and the contrary. And from this ;
Definition , we may draw two forts of
Separation -

The one of things differing onely
simply , and not of contraries , a$
of the parts of the World which were
separated at first from the Chaos 5 or
that we may descend to particulars , as
of the Wood from the Bark ; of Leaves !' from Fruits , and Roots from Boughs •,
and this species of Separation maybe
called simply a Distinction : for these )
parts are not really divided or separated !
from each other , whether we have re¬
spect to the principal or to the parti¬
cular members of the World : sot
though Heaven and Earth seem to be
separated from each other in situation,
by reasonof superiority and inferiority -
yet they are not divided one from ano¬
ther , seeing there is a perpetual con¬
nexion and affinity betwixt them : as
appears by many places of this Book.
Whence also Homer ^ no less Philosopher >
then Poet , said , That the Earth was
bound to Heaven by a golden Chain .
But that I may keep to my former ex¬
ample , Leaves and Fruits , V^ood and '

Bark,
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Bark, Boughs and Roots , are not fepa-
rated and divided as contraries ; but
onely distinguished by their proper
places and garnishments , whilst they
have a certain affinity and mutual tie ;
yet so , that the one does not occupy the
others place , but that they agree toge¬
ther, and support each other .

The second species of Separation, is
the Solution or Distraction of things
totally differing,contrary,or superfluous ,
which have no natural connexion with
the substance of things; as pure and im¬
pure , hot and cold , gross and subtile,
and the like t not that I would affirm,
That these things cannot stand toge¬
ther j bat , That their union and mixti-
on , because of their diversity , causes
Destruction , or at least hinders the
action of the naturalVertue of the pure
substance. And this kinde of Separa¬
tion may be properly called decision or
division , which Nature uses in all her
productions , that she may set the proper
actions and venues . of every thing at
liberty .

The first species is onely the distincti¬
on of parts truely dissimilar in situation

and



and figure , but homogeneous 10 vertue i
and substance : for it is certain , That
the Wood,Bark , and all the parts of j [
Tree, participate of one innate Vertu?,
whi : h is particularly proper to the Tree, ,
generallycommon to all its parts : but
as to subalternate parts , there may be ,
some difference ; for some may receive1
more ox less of the substance or vertue .
but none contrary : for one and the same
effect produces not things diametrically ,
opposite , out of the fame matter : a fa*
lutary Plant emits nopoyfonous facuhj
ty . yet that may be salutary to one
Body, that ’s mortal to another . Thus
Hellebore nourishes Quails , but killsj
Men . But one Plant cannot exercise
contrary Powers upon one and the fame ;
subject : for Hellebore cannot both !
nourish and kill Quails , nor both
intoxicate and nouriffiMan. The pro¬
per vertue of the Plant then , is in the
whole Plan t ; and any part of the Plant ,
may be dissimilar to another in situation r
and figure , but not contrary in vertue j
and substance : for the Leaves and Fruits i
have of the fame substance and vertue ,
thoughone more then another.'

Here !
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Here some may object , That Brassies

produces different effects : for accord¬
ing to the vulgar opinion, its decoction
looses the belly , but its ptllpe bindes
the same ,

-
Whereto I answer , If it be proper

for the substance of this Plant to loose,
it 's impossible that it should also bindej
for to ipeak plainly , the pulpe that re¬
mains after decoction , is not of the
substance of the Plant , as it appears by
the concoction of the stomack , which
receives the substance of Brassica for
Aliment , but rejects its pulpe, as an
Excrement that hath no nutritive fa¬
culty in it ; which faculty is wholly in
the substance , and in each part of the
substance : for the substance hath this
propriety , That it admits of no con¬
trary, but onely of more or less ; yyhich
we must also understand of its actions
and power , and not of its essence ; of
which we have an example : in man , no
one part is more the part of a Man then
another , though it maybe greater,or
more potent in venue and action : the
fame may be seen in simples or Plants ;
wherein some parts are more or less



hot ot cold , moist or dry, as their co¬
lours and fapours manifest ; yet ate
they not contraries ; for one part of ,
Plant - cannot kill through cold , and
another of the fame, kill through heat;;
but Experience shews us thus much,That the iutnmities of Boughs, aud that!
Flowers are more subtile in their 0 -j
perations , then the trunks and inferi-
cur parts of the fame , because it is pro¬
per in every substance , for the more sub*!
tile and pure parts to ascend, and the

'

impureto settle and abide next the Ex-j
crements : which Nature observes for :;
two Reasons : first,That she may adorn *
the Plant ; and by the variety of its *

’

digestion , make it grateful to look to,
Secondly , Thar she may administer to
Man or other Animals , what is need¬
ful for the conservation of his essence ,in a greater or less degree s herein re- >
sembling a careful and provident Mo- ;
ther , who prepares all things necessary
and convenient , each thing in its de¬
gree, as industryor possibilitycan render f
it : for she never exceeds simple per- !
section ; and Flowers and Seeds are I
the most perfect parts in Herbs , which '

(he
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she hath elaborated : which Art begin¬
ning where Nature lest , may bring to
s higher perfection , by the same waythat Nature kept , to wit , by Separa¬
tion ; as we shall hereafter further ex¬
plain.

Nature therefore by this frst kinde st
Separation , does nothing but distin¬
guish things, for the ornament of their
subject, and use of Man , other Animals,
or some part of the World , amongst
which she hath sown and implanted
mutualLove , and Reciprocal Affinity ;
so that all things do naturally , and out
of a kinde of sympathy , tend to one
soothers succour and service .

But the second kinde of Separation
is different j for by it, Nature 5 or Arc,in imitation of Nature , divides and se¬
gregates contraries ; that is , abstracts
from the substance , what is not of its
essence , but rather averse to it 5 dwel¬
ling with it, though it be not of it ; as
pure with an impure thing, subtile with
gross , substance with its Excrements.
And this second kinde of Separation is
used as the former,for two Reasonsalsor
one is , That the pure substance be pre¬

served
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served stem corruption and death ; the
other is,that it may more freely exercise ;
its venues and actions,as being free from |
its gross dregssfor when that which is im >
pure , poffefles and contains that which is
substantially pure , it never ceases to op.
press it , till it hath quie vanquishedand
suffocated it , and by that means made
way for mortal corruption ; which nevet
approaches near simple and pure things
but haunts all fowl and impure ones , ;
Now every substance is of it self'

simple i
and pure , and by consequence not sub, ,
ject to corruption and death ; as we may i
observe in all superiourthings,which are ;
free from Excrements , but inferiom
Bodies are otherwise ; for they lie in the ,
midst of the impure Excrements of this
World , which naturally destroy and
mortifie their Guests , whereas purity
enlivens and conserves: corruptions and
mortifications surround men, because of
the multitude of Dregs and Excrements <
they are infested with , which make |
them live a short and miserable life , as .
loaden with Ærumnies and Diseases ;
so that they are here detained as a guilty
Malefactor in an obscure filthy Prison}
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who being dubious betwixt death and
hope of Life , lies there obduced with
moldinese , inserted with vermine , and
nourished with itnmund and corruptmeats : for all Aliments are impure,and
carry with them an Executioner, to wit ,hidden poyfon : whence we at length,take our own death in our own hands ,and spontaneouslykill ourselves, seeing
our Aliments have so little of enlivening
and nourishing vertue in them, and that
so closely enveloped with Excrements ,that the digestion of the stomack ,
though strong , can scarce attract it :
•now we eating such meats , do ingest
poyfon with the good substance j which
cutting our Bodies , ceases not to be
augmented and accumulated ; till it ob¬
scure and extinguish the vital Light , or
rather Natures legitimate Action,which
is Vivification , unless some Medicine
or Separationretard or suspend it a

Corruption then is induced by Ex-
crements ; and it may happen two ways :
either from the Parents Seed , who
being not well , and by consequence
corrupt , produce corrupt Seed ; dege¬
nerating more from Generation to Ge-

I ne-



0 * 4] riDeration: but this is lo far subject to Me¬
dicinal Corruption,as that by help there,
of , the course of its activity towards
Mortification may be stayed or re- I
rarded .

This Corruption may not improperly
be called that Malevolent Satan , who
goes about continually seeking whom he
may devour : for which cause, this wan-
ders about the Terrestrial Globe or the
Excrementsof the World , which have
their principal feat on the Earth , which
also eructate their Corruption upon c-
ther Elements : and thu3 Men livingof
them and in them , are corrupted in
them and by them ; and so they produce
corrupt Seed , which time renders
more and more corrupt : for our age
being more vicious and dissolute
then that of cur Ancestors , hath ren¬
dered us worse then they ; and the
next its probable will be worse then
us, and the next more dissolute still .

The second rise of Corruption is from
the continual use of too too excrement!- ,
tious Aliments,by which our Bodies are
depraved; so that this infection will pass
from Parent to the Son , as we fee

in



in the Leprosie and other hereditary
Diseases . Now these Aliments deduce
their Corruption from the place where
they are generated : for after the Air
mightyCreator had disposedthe Confus’d
Chaos, he so ordered , that the superiout
Bodies should remain pure and subtile ,but the inferiour gross and impure, be¬
cause it is the Nature of pure substances
to ascend to the place of their origine,but of Excrements to descend to the
Centre.

And hence it is , That that which is
pure in Animals and Vegetables , is
elevated and ascends highest,and makes
them ascend & increase with it, till it be
freed from theExcremencitiousMass ,
which subjects it to mortal Corruption ,
and that it may attain the place that is
remotest from Excrements , and live
without alteration or spot ; for the same
cause also more spiritual and subtile
Creatures inhabit in higher places , as
being purer, and findingtheir Aliments
moreconvenient, and like their natural
substance : but suchas are coporal , in¬
habit lower places , where they are
immerged in dregs and filth, that have

I i their
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their place in lower parts ; whence they
are corrupted by that of which they
live , which is mixed with mundane
Dregs : for whatever theEarth and other
Elements ( which are the Receptacles
of impurities) can produce , is corrupt
and maculated 5 and therefore induces
corruption and defilement upon all
Bodies that use it for Aliment : And
thus Blood acquires an ill disposition ,
which afterwards beget ill humours ;
but in some more , in others less ; ac¬
cording to the inquinated state of the
Parents, and the abuse of the corruptive
things , which cause mortality and de¬
struction : for if the Earth and the Fruits
thereof were as pure as the Heavens,all Animals would live as long as the
Celestial Incclists : But Nature hath
ordained this for a Law , That that
partakes more of corporeity , should
dwell about that that ’s most corporeal ;
and char which is more corruptible and
inquinated , about that that ’s like st to it :
but the Earth is lowest of Bodies ; and
therefore most gross and corruptible.
Nothing therefore can proceed from
it , bur what is like it ; unless its cor¬

ruption
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ruption and impurity be stayed by the
Art of Separation, and all its pure sub¬
stance extracted from its Body; which a
true Philosopher may by industry ef¬
fect.

It never was , nor yet is, my Intent to
offend Physicians, to whom I owe much
honour ; yet I, with many learned men ,
admire , they do not better instruct A-
pothecaries , that they may be more
curious in preparing Medicaments ;
whilst themselves may observe how oft
they have been frustrated in success ,
when they proceed after the vulgar
manner : for they will cure and restore
sick and weak Bodies,by offering them a
great deal of Pottage ; wherein there is
yet so much impurities and gross dregs,
that very little pure substance , wherein
the curative faculty consists, remains •
which is so immerged in their Poyson,
that they have no power against the
Disease : neither can Nature help their
operation ; for she is subdued in this
conflict , by the impurity of the Reme¬
dy on the one side, and the cause os the
Disease on another : which is ail one,
is if a Man should drive away Corrup-

13 tion
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tion by corrupted & corrupting means ;
which is impossible ; for Rain never
dries up Rivers , nor Fire extinguish a
Flame ; nor yet Corruption expel Cor¬
ruption . They also attempt the Re-
stauration of their Patients debilitated
strength,by Aliments of easie digestion ,
which they think partake of little im¬
purity , and so are not subject to Cor¬
ruption : never considering , That this
way cannot much profit them ; set
though they use very choise Aliments,
yet are they not of much advantage ,
because they are indued with no action
or power that can either exterminate ot
lessen the morbifical causes , but onely
refulciate their miserable lives , almost
ruined by weakness ; never freeing them
from death , unless that Nature spon¬
taneously arise and oppose the mortal
Machinations of her Enemies , or else
the Patient seek help from some exqui¬
site Medicament , brought by some pe¬
tite Artificers industry to supernatural
purity and perfection ; which being free
from Corruption , may restore the
pristine vigour , and by this means ,
eradicate the cause of the Disease : set

every
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every true Medicament should effect
two operations , to wit , purge from
Corruption , and restore lost Strength;
and in this the whole Basis and Art of
Medicine consists , though the lesser of
the two parts is onely in use , to wit ,
Purgation - the more excellent, to wit ,
Restauration , being wholly abolish¬
ed , or through floath or avarice ne¬
glected .

And that these things are thus carried,
is apparent from certain Potions intro -
sumed , which have no other effect , but
onely to make the Belly laxative , ot
purge out not that matter that causes
the Disease, but some other Excrement,
that hath nothing to do with the Dis¬
ease ; or else through the ill preparation,
dispensation , or impertinent adaptati¬
onef simples , cause superfluous evacu¬
ations , tothermne of Nature,too weak
before, but now more enervated,both
by reason Of vacuity , which it abhors
above all things , and also by reason
ok violent motion caused by such
Purges .

And thus they rather procure Death
then Sanity ; for Nature can no more

14 endure



endure violent tnocion then vacuity^
(he is very impatient of these two hC[
sworn Enemies, which attempt so evi-
dently her destruction.

And for this cause , commonMel
cine seldom cures obstinate Diseases by
their Compositions, as they commonly
prepare them : and if amongst many
anyone be cured > this happens « !
because of Pills , Boles and Potions;
but of the strength of Nature , whid
is able to overcome the impure quantit;
mixed with these remedies, and extrafll
something out of their pure substances
commodious for its subsidy : or else, be]
cause the poyfonous quality of , the!
excrementitious and corruptive thing!
is rejected and expelled by Nature ;!
which is of that power , that it carries:
with it some portion of the peccant;
humour which like to it, by attraction!
and sympathy .

And thus an extraneous Medicament
impugning the Body , moves Nature ;
which provoked and prepared to resist

'
this her Enemy , rejects and violently
impugnes what is contrary to her . Ana
now , if a Medicament should always ;
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be convenient , and not contrary to
Nature , it should be purged from its
poyson,that is, from its excrementitious
Mass. ,
■ Wherefore a Medick should first chuse
such things , as are convenient for, and
hold sympathy with Man s Body ; and
free them from their impurities, or at
least chu re such as contain in them the
general vertue, or innate purity • which
Purification cannot be effected, till the
impure and noxiovs be separated and
destroyed , and the pure restored, which
lay buried and suffocated under the
Excrements.

But it being none of my Profestion to
make Medicaments , I will not further
treat of this business ; but will return
into the way whence I have a little
swerved. I say therefore , Seeing there
is no inferiour thing, but that ’s infected
withPoyson, immerged in Excrements,
and buried in Dregs , that cause its mor¬
tification , aud hinder the liberty and
action ot its legitimate substance ; Na¬
ture is constrained by a certain necessity,
to make use of Separation ; which is
effected by division of the pure from the

impure
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impure, the subtile from the gross , and
the salutary from the destructive part ,
But because this admirable Agent works
her operations in darkness , labouring
in bodies by a secret digestion , the ne¬
ver exceeds simple perfection ; for here¬
to onely is her power extended ;
whence corporal Elements , being
not able to conduce to the highest
degree of their proprieties , the Bo¬
dies wherein they are included ; Phi-
losophers prudently endeavour to fe.
parate their substance from their cor.
ruptive Mass • and after this Separation
in Natures way , to wit , by Digestion
and Sublimation, to carry them to the
highest degree of purity • getting them
by Regeneration a new form , taking
away their former Nature , Qualities,
and Proprieties , and changing their im¬
pure Bodies into Spirits full of purity ,
their moisture and cold into dryness and
heat : practising and effecting this , not
onely in some species or simples , but in
the great Body of the World also, which
is our Universal Spirit : for unless the
Universal Nature of all things be re¬
newed , it is impossible to bring it to a

state
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Rate of wcorruption . Regeneration
then is the first Fruits of Separation ;
but as a Grain can of it self generate
nothing unless it die and putrefie in the
Earth , so it is impossible any thing
should be renewed or regenerated , save
by precedent mortification.

Mortification then is the first step to
Separation, and the onely tract to that
end : for as long as Bodies remain in
their eld Corruption and origine, Sepa¬
ration cannot reach them, unless putre¬
faction and mortification lead the way :
which also our Lord jesus divinely
taughe , saying, Unless that a Man , like
a Grain of Corn , die , he cannot acquire
life incorruptible : not as if he meant
that life incorruptible should be ac¬
quired by death corporal ; for then
impious and wicked Men , by dying
would attain Beatitude with the Good
and Just : but he meant that the old
Man should die , that is , mortifie and
separate his old Corruption from him ,
which he attracted from the Seed of his
first Parents .

And this Corruption is properly in¬
temperance and excess , introduced by

the .



[ I2 4 ] .the eating of the forbidden Fruit , by g
which Death entred the World ; and ^
since which , Man ceased not to die , be- ^
cause afterwards the Earth and al ! it prQ. f
duced were infected by the Poyson of 1
the fraudulent Serpent hidden in their
Aliments , whose enticements led Man ]
to transgression , and to the eating of >
Fruit wherein death was included. . <

And this corrupting Serpent is b - j
that I call Satan , who creeping , and
without ceasing going about the Earth ,

i
mixes his Poyson therewith , and with i
all things it produces, to wit, Animals,

'
Vegetables and Minerals, with intent
to infect the World with his Poyson,
and tyrannize over Man .

Upon this intemperance and excess
in diet , a privation of Venue follow¬
ed : for Vice is nothing but a neglect
of what is just , and justice is a tem¬
perate desire , and continual progress to
good .

This intemperance then and excess
must die in us , because it generates all
kindecs sin in us , and stimulates us to
malice and impiety ; and therefore we
are injoyned to live soberly , and shun

gluttony
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gluttony and drunkenness , the true
Authors of all carnal lusts * and that we
fast often , to extinguish those internal
flames , which move our Sences , and
burn our Blood to Corruption.

The ' Anatomists of Man , know, that
Man is twofold ; the one Celestial and
immortal , the other Terrestrial ayd
corruptible : and the first is as a So-
journer, the second as a Prisoner.

But here arises a great Question, How
it comes to pass,' that the heavenlyMan
can , whilst buried in this putrid and
corrupt Catkase , conserve his essential
purity ? for it is manifest , That a Li¬
quor , though never so preciousand ex¬
cellent , will lose its sapour and odour,
if it be long contained in a stinking
Vessel : and Man also , though never
so sound , is subject to infection, if he
dwell in a pestilent House : a heavenly
Man is of himselfgood and sincere ;but
as he is joyned to the Terrestrial , to
whom impurity and vices naturally ad¬
here , he can scarcely retnaiaffee from
spots.

The depravation of this essential
purity , depends without doubt o-n the

eating
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eating the forbidden Fruit ; or to speak
more expresly , on the intemperance of
Aliments , condited with pernicious and
contagious Corruption : for which cause, ,
this intemperance & corruption mastbe \
mortified,that the old Destroyer of Man <
may be restrained,8cthat that may be re- ,
paired by newness of life,which makes us ,
like our heavenlyFather in incorruption , ,

And our Restorer Jesus hath taught ■ ,
us two ways to Regeneration : one by t
the Water of Baptism , and the other 1
by the Fire of the Holy Ghost. Water t
washes away the spots , and Fire con- p
fumes and separates all impurity from r
the pure essence : and as his precious (
Blood ( which is true Water indeed)
purges away our sins , and saves us from t
that death , which the mortal corruption a
of our earthly Parent introduced ; so e
Water dissolves and purges away those . t c
excrementitious impurities which cor- t
rupt all substances . The Fire of the \
Holy Spirit consumes and separates a
the excrementitious impurity of sins , si
and so the vulgar Fire blots out the im- t:
purity of Bodies ; which should there- ii
fore be mortified, that it mayberege - v ir

neraced
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nerated : and this Mortification is that
Put refaction and Digestion , which fits
it to receiveSeparation ; and this Mor¬
tification is then wrought in us , when
the Sun of the Holy Spirit rises upon
our Hearts , and warms our Centre ,
consuming by little and little the cor¬
rupt affections of old &Adam. After
the fame manner, the Chymical Fire re¬
verberating its flame about the Body
that is to be purged , burns and annihi¬
lates that that is of an extraneous Na*>
ture ; and that more or less, as the im¬
purity is more,or less obstinate to Sepa¬
ration , which is effectedby Distillati¬
on .

This then is the right way which Na¬
ture observes in the Regeneration of
all things ; which will havtz no laudable
effect in Medicine , unless they be ge¬
nerated by Water and Fire . But
the fame things after this second Nati¬
vity are most free in their venues and
actions ; whereas before , their vital
functions were buried in an excretnen-
titious Mass s and though the benign
influences of Heaven had given them
much venue , yet could not they exert
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it : even so a Man , whilst he is de.
rained in the impure Prison of old A.
dam , he can produce no good andlau.
dable action .

But before I proceed further in the
practicalexplication of these things , I
must return to my begun*order , to wit,
that after I have given the definition of
Separation , and declared of how many
kindes it is , that now I may thew what
these kindes are , whence things pro.
ceed to be separated , and whence this
separative venue arises. And I have
sufficiently demonstrated , That there
are in Bodies two parts : the one is an
Excrement , the other substance ; the
one accidental , and the other substan¬
tial : for substance simply considered , is
wholly pure, and without Corruption ;
but an Excrementwholly impure,mixing
it self with the substance , and con¬
taminating and subverting its purity .

The Generation and Formation of
substance is sufficiently detected in the
two first Chapters of this Book : it now
rests that I explain the Nature and Qua-
lilies of Excrements : where I infer,

•from the aforesaid Narration , that no¬
thing
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thing but Excrements should be se¬
parated ; supposing this for undeniable^
That amongst passible things in this sub¬
lunary World , nothing i>- void and free
lrom Excrements : for when God sepa¬
rated the parts of the World , he com¬
manded , That some should descend to
the lowest Region , as partakingof the
groiness of the first matter , and that
they should there congregate amongst
themselves : and of this feculent Mass,
the Earth was formed , which is never¬
theless indued with some part of pure
substance , though diffused through its
thick crassitude : after that Phœbus had
slain the monstrous Python , swelledup
with poysonous humours,which was ge¬
neratedof the mud of the Earth ;that is,
when the innate siccicy had imbibed the
superfluous humidity, by the operation
of natural hear, the Earth begun to feeI
the actions of this substance included
in its brest : which substance is that
spirituous matter which is never idle,
but alwayes imployed about Genera¬
tions and Vivifications ; which may
here be properly called the fiarth , be -
cause the proper and vertuous substance

K of
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®f the Earth , is that alone that by pro- .
per corporation generates all Bodies j
according to indiyidual Idea ’s; as I have
described it in this Ode , out of which :
I shall take what is convenient for my !
purpose.

if esprit forte sur ta face !
Ve cefte indigene masse ,
if jen virotmant tout amour,
feltseparer la matiere
Vefante de la legiere ,

. Et lamire nuilt dufomr - ' j

^ - Puts de I ’ bumur a masse ;
Le corps plus pesant, & fold < ,

- Ecit la round erne compare
, ■ Hue d 'un fmemcnl ejlreit
e . r ' - ifeau ut Pair comebalanct ' ;

Tfunpotdsfiftrmc & egal :
Hue janssoustir mesmemal

■ 1 Nepew choir en decadence .
7 Puisverfant -s ame an dedans

- Et les sentences
' dtt monde

Lafeu nunjj
'
e si evade

, . Z?« del & dcsfcux ardens,

tPhenyet the world did in a Chaos lie,
The 'Spirit still of fiery heat did fie
About thesurface of this shapeleftMas ,
And so fomented it , that what erfl was
One lump without aliform , did now begin
By Separation, which was wrought therein



By this [ ame Spirit , a multitude te make
Of Bodies , and likewise os forms to take
j $ number almost numb er lefl : and now
Light things ascends and heavy things below
The centre seek t0 Pafi : t 3̂e breaks out ,
And all the ponderous re I:ques press about
The centre , where flaying themselves they

{make
A round terraqueous Globe, which nought

{can shake
Out of its place ; for ’tie on every fide
Equally balanced , and cannotslide f
Seeing no over -weight presses one part
More then another : hereto the Stars impart
Their influences , which by life and feed,
Make this great Nurse all things to keep and

{breed ,

.
And seeing in this Universal Separa¬

tion ; that which is more fiery and sub¬
tile , chuses the higher Seat ; and
that which is gross and massy , the
lowest ; it follows , that Celestial Bodies
are immortal , as being most remote
and separate from all imtnund Dregs ;
and that they are crooked , or excavated
into rotundity , becausethey flew up at
once : for which cause also, Nature de-

K 2 fires



fires around form for eternal things , *s
being most perfect and indeficient : set
on the contrary it follows , that Ter .
restrial things must be obnoxious to
corruption and death , because contra-
ties are conjoyned in their composition ,
to wit , Elements of contrary qualities;
wherewith the impurities or dregs of
the first matter were mixed ; which were
not created pure , as some imagine : for
then all that proceeded from them
would be immortal ; nay , more, there
could have been no Generation in the
World : for without contrariety of
qualities and impurities , there bad
been no alteration nor mutation of )
forms ; but all would have had one face i
without distinction : all things would I
have remained equally pure and subtile ;
and consequently,without all ornament:
yea, that I may speak freely . , therebad
been neither matter, nor World created .
It was therefore necessary , That the sub- j
tile substance should be mixed with gross
dregs : for where nothing but purity is,
there is no action . because there can be
no action , where there is no patient,
feeing what is pure hath no power over

what
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what is as pure, nor impure over as im¬
pure . But Nature being always occu¬
pied in separatingthe pure from the im¬
pure, fcrthe preservationof its essence
and vital encreafe , hath this substance
mixed with impurity,for its sole subject •
which, retaining the state and Nature of
its Creation , is not nourished, multipli¬
ed or augmented, save with the nutriti¬
on , multiplicationand accretionof Ex¬
crements , which are not conlubstantial
with it , but cnely Companions and
Sisters of its nativity. And that these
things are so , such have experienced,
who by Divine Inspiration have found
the way to extract this first matter , and
to corporate it in imitation of Nature ;
which, whatever purity , cleanness, and
clarity it seems to have, yet is it always
leaden with a great quantity of Ter¬
restrial Dregs , which cannot be taken
away without great industry .

I think then , that I have by most valid
Arguments demonstrated , That every
massy Body is not nourished and pre¬
served by the visible Earth,but by spiri¬
tuous matter onely • whereby we see,
that they very much abound with Excre -

K % raents.



C« 34] . ,ments , and that their whole Mass is
nothing else but an Excrement, wherein
this spirituous Matter , that 's apt for
corporation, lurks invisibly : for though
we eat and drink , yet all that ingredes
our stotnacks , goes out alomti in the
fame quantity that we assumed it in . We
do not therefore extract our vital Qyl
out of its Mass , but that pure essence
and substance that lies within it.

Briefly , Thatexcretnentitiouspartis
nothing else but the house os this pure
substance , and the vehicle that carries
this nutritive Spirit to the placeof di¬
stribution, there to compieat its dige¬
stion and requisite Separation . Are not
Trees and Plants incorporated with this
mass of Excrements ? and is not this
Mass , the Conduit of their enlivening
and vegetativeSpirit , and as it were a
fulcimentthat makesthem grow ? I do
not fay ., That all that is in a Tree, oro-
ther individual,iswholly an Excrement ;
for in every thing , there inhabits some
particle of this substance , which I can¬
not justly call a Body, but onely a thing
apt for corporation , which Nature can¬
not work of it self : for though what we



see and touch is progenerated of matter
apt for corporation} yet thisBody is not
substantial, and nothing but Excrement
is seen. So that Nature suffers nothing
of that to appear,that is the vital essence,
substance or matter of the thing ; hut
Arc , which by industry superates the
simple power of Nature , can do it well
enough : for an ingenious Naturalist
considers this , That though the spiri¬
tuous matter and substance of things be
nowhere pure in natural Creation , yet
being mixed with dregs , it may be se¬
parated by the digestion of the ven¬
tricle , which rejects Excrements, and
retains the substance : not as if this Se¬
paration were subject to sight , but to
the understandingby the appearance of
the effect , whereby we ftnde the dregs
and Excrements rejected as useless for
the conservation of the essence of a
Body .

Moreover, Augmentation, Restaura -
tion, and Vivification, comingto Bodies
by this substance , ascertain us of this
thing , though Nature whereby it acts,
hides the operation ; the substance then
beingseparable , it must be innatelypure

K 4 and
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andhomogeneous , or similar in all us \\
parts ? but this purity cannot be mani¬
fested by Nature for her operations z sot
the intentional perfection of things is
onely simple .

But an Artist , observing that Heat is
the onely Medium and Instrument
which Nature uses in the attainment of
this perfection, and Fire the sole Purger
and Separator , tending to perfect puri- i )
ficadon : and further minding , that in
the centre of every Body , some pure

'
substance is contained , which can
be naturally separated , if not ex¬
actly, yet according to the extent of its
faculties , he proposps to himself the
fame way, and the lame Instrument that
Nature uses , to wit , File ; which he so
administers, as to destroy , burn or se¬
parate the Excrements, without the de¬
struction of the pure substance residing
in the centre ; which he continues, till
it be perfectly pure , and the Fire have
1S0 further destructive power over it ,
but rather acts for its conservation, '
exaltation , and the introduction of a
Tincture and Quality like to it , and
so at length convert this whole pure

sub-



i and homogeneous, or similar in allus
parts ; but this purity cannot be mani-
sested by Nature for her operations ; sot' ^ the intentional perfection of things isp«

’
onely simple-

<S But an Artist , observing that Heat is^ the onely Medium and Instrument
which Nature uses in the attainment of

; d this perfection, and Fire the sole Purgeiand Separator , tending to perfect puri- l|ficadon : and further minding , thatin
the centre of every Body , some puresubstance is contained , which anbe naturally separated , if not ex¬
actly, yet according to the extent of its
faculties , he proposps to himself the
fame way, and the same Instrumentthat
Nature uses , to wit , Fire ; which heso
administers, as to destroy , burn or se¬
parate the Excrements, without the de¬
struction of the pore substance residingin the centre ; which he continues, til!
it be perfectly pure , and the Fire have
no further destructive power over it, !but rather acts for its conservation,exaltation , and the introduction ofa
Tincture and Quality like to it , and
so at length convert this whole pure

sub-



4
Mt.

) 7 aus , or similar in all its
^ ^ is purity cannot be main-~

y are for her operations ; for
<p "

^ perfection of things is

ist , observing that Heat is
~W~ Medium and Instrument
£ ^ re uses in the attainment of

ion, and Fire the sole Purger
_tor , tending to perfect puri¬

fication : and further minding , that in
the centre of every Body , some pure
substance is contained , which can
be naturally separated , if not ex¬
actly, yet according to the extent of its
faculties , he proposps to himself the
same way, and the same Instrument that
Nature uses , to wit , File ; which heso
administers, as to destroy , burn or se¬
parate the Excrements, without the de¬
struction of the pure substance residing
in the centre ; which he continues, till
it be perfectly pure , and the Fire have
to further destructive power over it ,
but rather acts for its conservation,
exaltation , and the introduction of a
Tincture and Quality like to it , and
so at length convert this whole pure

sub-



J> 37 ]
its own prop*

N >

substance into
ture.

An Artist then , minding th
stance to reside in all things , a
all things may be burned ; lo th
combuliion , Ashes will remain
the Fire cannot devour , he pri
concludes, That in those Astiei
remains something not subject
vigour of Fire and Flame. And tu
incumbent on his work , he findes a
kinde of Salt , not produced by Fire,
but rather the Victor over Fire , like
the pure Gold of every burnt Body.
This Salt is the last matter rehing in the
Anatomy of Bodies , and not Ashes ;
whence this Salt was ultimately ex¬
tracted , and out of which , nothing
can be further extracted : for if by hu¬
midity it be turned into Water , by heat
it will be again congealed into Salt .
Whence we may conclude , That this
Water was CMercury , whence all Bo¬
dies were first created ; and that this
Water,hidden in the ashes,hinderstheir
total consumptionby combustion,asthe
universal iJMercury in the Bowels of the
Earth,before the production of Bodies.

Where-.
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An Artist then , minding this sub¬
stance to reside in all things , and that
all things may be burned ; so that after
combuilion , Ashes will remain, which
the Fire cannot devour , he prudently
concludes , That in those A(hes there
remains something not subject to the
vigour of Fire and Flame. And further
incumbent on his work , he findes a
kinde of Salt , not produced by Fire,
but rather the Victor over Fire , like
the pure Gold of every burnt Body.
This Salt is the last matter resting in the
Anatomy of Bodies , and not Ashes ;
whence this Salt was ultimately ex¬
tracted , and out of which , nothing
can be further extracted : for if by hu¬
midity it be turned into Water , by heat
it will be again congealed into Salt .
Whence we may conclude , That this
Water was c Mercury , whence all Bo¬
dies were first created ; and that this
Water,hidden in the ashes,hinderstheir
total consumption by combustion,asthe
universal ^Mercury in the Bowels of the
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Where-



C * J8 ] ,Wherefore the learned Romllœfctu in .
his Writings ^ calls this The Water of
CMercurial Fire , because Fire gent-
rates, nourishes it ; yea, augments its
goodness so much more , by how much
it remains lodger in it : for the ultimate
operation of Fire is tomake Salt ; and
Salt is nothing but dry Water , which
acquiresand conserves its siccity byFire,and thence it is of like Nature to it .

And here I would not have any won¬
der, That in the beginningof this Book
I said , That Fire is not without Moi»
sture ; for seeing it is nourishedthere¬
with , it must also participate thereof;
because all things take their nourish¬
ment from that whereof they are made.
So that Fire and Moisture are as it were
two Correlates ; the one whereof
cannot exist without the other , no not
in imagination : and the Elements have
without doubt , such affinity and con¬
nexion one with another , and so parti¬
cipate one of another , that any of
them may be found in his associate : for
the Earth contains Air , Water and Fire ;
Water, Fire , Air and Earth ; Air , Earth,
Water and Fire j and Water, Air



and Earth : without which participa¬
tions , there could be no mutual con¬
version , and no sympathy or conveni¬
ence.

From the Premises we may collect ,That nothing is destitute of Excre¬
ments , and that Excrement and Sub¬
stance are the two constitutive parts of
a Body ; and that nothing but Excre¬
ment , as accidental , and not affine to
the essence or substance , should be se¬
parated. We may likewise gather , That
Fire onely procures and facilitates this
operation .

But it is time that we proceed and
(hew how this may be done : for it is
not enough to say,That Separation it the
beginning os the works of Nature and
Art, nor to know what things ate separa¬
ble , unless the practise & manner of this
operation be also rendered intelligible .
I said before , That there were two
kinde of Separation : one for Di¬
stinction and Ornament , of which I
will say no more , because it appertains
onely to Nature , not to Art : the other
is made by Decision or Division , which
I shall noyv explicate . I said before ,

That
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That all things consist of two parts ;
Excrement and Substance : Substance is
of itself simple and indivisible , whe¬
ther we take it general for the first Uni-
verfal matter , or in particular for any
species , according to the impression of
the Celestial Idea , which is infinite .
This Substance or first Matter in every
species of compounded Bodies , is one
in essence , venue and quality : and in
one and the same subject, one part can¬
not be of one species , and another of
another : but in Excrementsit is other-
wife ; for the better understanding
whereof , I will lay the followingRule,
That there are but two means or medi .
ums for the compleating of all Separa¬
tions, to wit, Fire and Water: and there
are but two things separable in Bodies •
the one whereof is separated by Fire,
the other by Water . In the first place it
is indubitable, That the Nature of Fire
is such , as it destroyes and consumes all
that is combustible ; and of Water such ,
as it washes and cleanses ail substance
from its impurity that commaculatesit :
Fire devours all that's volatile,and of an
Airy quality , because it is its proper mi-
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trimenc : but Water divides all that ’s
Terrestrial and gross. Betwixt these two
extremes then,theremust be some inter¬
mediate disposition , which should be
kept and conserved , containing nothing
that ' s combustibleor impure in it,which
may be subjectedto these two Warners .
And it is manifest , That Adustion and
Dregs are the two Corrupters and De¬
stroyers of all things* which Divine AAp -
pcrates was not ignorant of , when he
laid , That all Diseases proceed either
from the Air,or Aliments ; insinuating ,
that the excess ok excrementitious Ali¬
ments are apt to receive corruption ,
and Excrements by Fire exceeding na¬
tural heat , are the inflaming and cor¬
rupting causes of each Disease : for the
Excrements of Aliments , fill Bodies
with Terrestrial impurities, and inflam¬
mable Air generates sulphureous and
adust matter , which easily conceiving
hot ardours , consumes and dissipates
what is radical and vital with it self ;
carrying it away,because the greater pare
os it is volatile, the less aduflive . Dregs
then,and Adustion, are the two Authors
of corruption , and those that hinder

the
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the vigour of substantial actions in all
thing ?.

And if we require any Arguments to
prove this , the stink of Digestion and
Excrements demonstrates it ; for that
fame fenced in things that are burned,
speaks little of good to be there . The
same is also evident in the fumes of Et .
crements which stinking Bodies emit ;
for those suppose corruption ; and be¬
sides the corruption they generate,they
also cause these two inconveniences ;
the one is the hindrance of Penetration ,
the other of Fixation • which two acti¬
ons are absolutely necessary for the con¬
servation of like r for that which non-
rashes and supports life , must needs be
subtile , that it may by its subtile parts
penetrate Bodies , and like a secret Bal.
sam, roborate and augment the light of
life in the centre of the Body : for if it
were gross , it would rather obstruct,
suffocate and extinguish , then penetrate
and pass through such narrow ways rand !
because on the other side it conserves
life in its state , it should in reason be a
stable , and no fluxible thing ; for if it
were volatile , we might every moment

expect
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•*pect aeath , led it should be intro -
^ ced by the corruption generated by
j
eculent adustion , which continually
pes wait for our life . Grosness then ,Voders Ingress,and Adustion,Stability.
. Hence we may take a good admoni-b°n for Medicine,to wit,that every true
Medicament imrofumed for the re¬
aring of strength , and profligatingthe
CjUse of instant death, should have two
^ operties, to wit, to pierce to the cen -
^ of sanity , and preserve the cen-
f^j by dilating and deducing it through

whole Body ; which the Ancients,
Hhgood success , revoked to practise -
ĵ

d not many yeers ago , the too much^ ted Par/tceism , who explained their
Derations to posterity, which were so

kept secret ; and let him that will ," rm the contrary , I doubt not to
, That nothing without the opera-

,0n of Fire , can be brought to purity
? d stability ; which two parts must be
biefly observed in making Medica -
jpnts : to which Assertion this valid
(j

e*fan draws me , That no body in its
^ original and form can be truely^ dicinal , as immergedin the corrup¬

tion



tion os its excrementitiousDregs,because
it cannot attain the place St seat of sanity,
nor yet preserve sanity , because it wants
subtilty to penetrate,and fixedness requi¬
site to theRestaurationof what is corrupt
and lots , and the conservationof what is
retsoredjvvhich cannot possibly be attain¬
ed By the common way of preparation,
neither in substance,norin infusion : the
impossibilty hereof in substance appears ,
in that such do not purge without vio¬
lence , which causes rather perilous
weakness , then salutary Restoration :
and as to infusions , nothing can thereby
be extracted out of simples , but a little
introsity , which is innate in all Bodies ,
with a little of their excrementitious
Dregs, Hence infusion attracts not the
internal vertue , but onely the external
fapourof things, which in their centre is

quite different from that in their super¬
ficial matter : for commonly we see,
all infusions are bitter ; which we are

forced to obdulcorate with Sugar or
Honey , because most Apothecaries are
not fo industrious , as co extract the na¬
tural sweetness wherein the Nature of
the things consists, fromthe things they

infuse
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infuse ; for all bitterness proceeds from
Salt , which hath sweetness st the bot*
torn , which cannot be extracted by
simple infusions , but by Eire onely,and
ingenious Artifice ; this sweetness be¬
ing the very perfection of the Medi¬
cine .

Hence nArnoldm de villa nova faith ,
That if you know how to dulcoratewhat
is bitter , you have the whole mystery *
Which Brmestm was not ignorant of, as
appears by his Dialogue, entituled , Ve-
mogorgon.

But this occult sweetnesscan never
be manifested , unless it be quite freed
from Terrestrial Excrements, and vo¬
latile andAereal Adustion : for the
earthinefs thereof , gives it its extrane¬
ous sapour arising from the Excrements
of Salt , from whose variety, according
to the species and place wherein they
are generated , the diversity of sapours
doth arise : for all sapour comes from
Salt ; and by hew much there is more
Salt , by so much is the sapour more in¬
tense . And on the other side , that
which is volatile and Aery * begets ill
and non-natural odours, which fendouc

L a



. ,
[ 14*] . ]astinch , which we perceive in their |

burning, because of the combustion and
inflammationof the unctuous Sulphur : |
and that volatile matter is an Excre - \
ment,is apparent from the stinking fumes
of Bodies that are burning , whence
smoak proceeds ; that adhering to the
Chimney or other part, which afterward
retain the odour of the burnt Bodies,
and the bitterness of the Excrementsof
Salt. And this is yet more manifest , by
that blackness and obscurity which this
fume itnprefles on all things it touches ,
which greatly hinders the light and
splendor of Nature,which always desires
purity and freedom from darkness , as
appears by that intense splendor in per-
fectBodies,a token of their purity,seeing
others , more immerged in impurity, are
more obscure ; as Metals perfect and im¬
perfect,8rpreciousStones,demonstrate.

But if we would avoid long peregri¬
nations , and according to the oracles
advice , terminate our curious journeys
in our selves , by seeking out the causes '
of bur Diseases , we should easily finde
them derivedfrorn those infected fumes
that obscure the light of our sanity > and

thence
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thence desume a manifest sign of what
is wrought within us : for a found Man ,because of the internal clarity of his na¬
tural disposition , hath a deer and livelycoloured aspect : but a sick Man,from the
first onset of his dikase,is pale and plum¬
beous , his native vigour periflungand
decaying : and all these mutations pro-7ceed from the fumes of sulphureous and
excrementictous Adustion and Inflam¬
mation , which extend themselves tho-
row all the members, and by mediation
of the pores, infect the whole Body.

This paleness may also proceed from
Nature,feelingher self aggravated with a
disease, and thereupon revoking all the
pure and good Blood inwards , that
muilring up their forces she may better
oppose her enemy, st sustain his assaults :
and upon this occasion,theexternalparts
are destitute of their clarity ; and in this
conflict the external parts remain as it
were dead like Earth,& tend to obfcuri-
ty,because Earth , whereinthis battle if
begun,is naturally black ; as on the con«
trary,Fire is by Nature clear and white.

The Earth then on its part , being
ipiffe and obscure , begets blackness and

L % sol-
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sulphureous , fuliginous, aud smoaky A-
dustion , begets obscurity » wherefore
both cause corruption , destruction and
rulne ; and besides these two , nothingin
the world procures universal ruine; nei¬
ther is any infericur Body exempted
from these evils , save Gold and precious
Stones , Which Nature hath brought to
what perfection the can .

And so Death is to other Bodies a
perpetual enemy,seekinghow to destroy
them ; but Nature , as a careful Mother,
how to preserve her works ; who hath
armed two potent and nimble Cham¬
pions to help them , and withstand the
Adversariesfury : one whereof is Fire, J
theexpugner of sulphureous Adustion ; j
the other Water , the expellerand driver
t >f Terrestrial dregs . And as Nature is
ingenious and subtile in all her operati¬
ons, so is Art indued with equal lubtilty
and industry . And there ’s no other way
to Separation instituted by Nature from
the beginning,but these two, which Na¬
ture her self hath trodden from the non¬
age of the Universe , whose first seeds,
void of form , and confusedly mixedin a
Chaos, were distolved in Water , and by

the
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the Spirit os God,the first Mover,moving
upon them , divided and distinguished r
whence the Separation os light from
daikness proceeded , as also of distinct
form- from confusion , of generations !
from barrenese , ancj of death from life :
and if things in the first commixtion
were thus confused , as impure with
pure , Excrements with Substance,Earth
with Heaven , and life with death ; all
were without action , power,essence and
life - and the whole confusion useless.

An Artist therefore considering this ,
and observing , That nothing can exert
its vertue , till the confusion ,of its purity
and impurity be separated ; he takes
Water and Fire for his Helpers , and fol¬
lows Natures copy , whose operations
he should observe with all curiosity,espe¬
cially in generating Metals , which are
by so much the perfecter , by .how much
they are more digested in the bowels of
the Earth . This sentence is then irre¬
fragable,That Water andFm ? are the sole
general and principal means of Separa¬
tion : but the composition of things be¬
ing various , and one thing yielding with
more ease then another , we must also

L 3 act
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act variously upon them ; yet so , as not
to vary from the plain path , that na¬
ture has delineated : For adustion and
unctuous Sulphur, making a body in¬
flammable and infective , may be extra¬
cted one way out of one body, aud ter¬
restrial feculencyanother way in others .
Calcination and Sublimation , were in¬
vented to purge adustion ; but Disiillati-
on and Dissolution , to remove terrestrial
feculendy ; and Descension, for the con¬
servation of weak and easily inflammable
bodies : and all these are either effected
by fire ; as Calcination , Sublimation,
and Defcension ; or by water , as Di¬
stillation and Dissolution .

. But because both the Books of anci¬
ent and modern writers speak at large
t>f these things , I shall not further la¬
bour in their explication , because I can
adde nothing new , nor yet any orna¬
ment or facility to them : it may suffice
if I adde any thing definitively , and
known to my seisin general ; and that
is , that Calcination is invented, for your
overcoming of hard and rebellious
things, and for continuity, and valid and
firm composition , which hinders divi-

i) sion



act v on them ; yet so , as not
to ,e plain path , that na¬
ture '

yC
'

seated : For adustion and
uni, . phut , making a body in¬
flammable and infective , may be extra¬
cted one way out of one body , and ter¬
restrial feculency another way in others .
Calcination and Sublimation , were in¬
vented to purge adustion ; but Diftillati -
cn and Dissolution , to remove terrestrial
feculendy ; and Descenfion , for the con¬
servation of weak and easily inflammable
bodies ; and all these are either effected
by fire ; as Calcination , Sublimation,
and Descenfion ; or by water , as Di¬
stillation and Dissolution .

. But because both the Books of anci¬
ent and modern writers speak ac large
oT these things , I shall not further la¬
bour in their explication , because I can
adde nothing new , nor yet any orna¬
ment or facility to them : it may suffice
if I adde any thing definitively , and
known to my seisin general ; and that
is , that Calcination is invented , for your
overcoming of hard and rebellious
things , and for continuity , and valid and
firm composition , which hinders divi¬
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sicn , and admits not of easie
and hence fourconveniencier > /
combustion of impure and sti .
phur, the easie separation yf sup 9
and extraneous earthiness , the Watson
of the internal Sulphur , and more
prompt diflolution .

For it is natural to fire to consume
those adustible parts , which are not of
the essence of a substance , to facilitate
the division and rejection of terrestri¬
al excrements , to fix radical Sulphur,
and to multiply salt in bodies , which
alone doth afterwards admit dissolution
by water .

I fay therefore , that Calcination agrees
onely to bodies , that because of their
continuity scarcely yield ; for spirits and
volatile things, which stye away by fire,
cannot be calcined, unless some fixing
thing be added , which is repugnant
to their nature.

Seeing there is no other end in Cal¬
cinations then to extract salts, wherein
the better part and secret vertue of
bodies consist ; to which that corruptive
adustion adheres, which in sublimation
we suffer ro evaporate and flieaway, as

X, 4 useless,
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sicn , and admits not of easie separation :
and hence fourconveniencies arise j the
combustion of impure and stinking Sul¬
phur , the easie separation of superfluous
and extraneous earthinefs , the fixation
of the internal Sulphur , and more
prompt distortion .

For it is natural to fire to consume
those adustible parts , which are not of
the essence of a substance , to facilitate
the division and rejection of terrestri¬
al excrements , to fix radical Sulphur,
and to multiply salt in bodies , which
alone doth afterwards admit dissolution
by water .

I fay therefore , that CdeinAtion agrees
onely to bodies , that because of their
continuity scarcely yield 5 for spirits and
volatile things, which stye away by fire,
cannot be calcined, unless some fixing
thing be added , which is repugnant
to their nature.

Seeing there is no other end in Cal¬
cination , then to extract salts, wherein
the better parr, and secret vertue of
bodies consist ; to which that corruptive
adustion adheres, which in fub!imatio »
we suffer ro evaporate and flieaway, as

L 4 useless,
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useless ; that the remaining substance
may be better freed from terrestrial
dregs , and easier educed by fire to pu¬
rification and stability. It is true also ,
that sublimation requires some intension
of fire ; but that happens then chiefly,
when the things to be sublimated are
more profoundly mixed with the
dregs of feme other fixed body , that
they may more pertinaciously hold their
terrestrial impurities : and this kind of
sublimation is most secure, save when we
work upon subjects that have their
dregs naturally more fixed .

Vescension hath a two fold use , one is
to extract Oyl out of vegetables with¬
out combustion , the other to cleanse
fusibles bodie - , before they be made
volatile ; and these are the three kindes
of separation made by fire : now we
shall speak a little of the other two ,
Distillation and Dissolution , made by
water ; and the former of these is
made by inclination and straining , that
the limpidity of bodies may with wa¬
ter come forth • into the water of
dissolved vegetables: for that fame that’s
made by an Alembick, appertainsto the

order
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order of sublimations, which is effected
by elevation, aud sot by ablution. And
though some account this for an indif¬
ferent and but a mean way , yet I fay it
stiould not be rejected , but much estee¬
med , as,that principally whichNature
uses in her operations , and which she
establishes , as the sole medium for
the separation of terrestrial impurity .
by which also many things are broughtto the height of their perfection, being
by this kind of distillation , elevated
and sublimatedto their puriry : Whence
some Philosophers have call d it a secret
sublimation .

The second operation by water , to
wit, dissolution , is effected by moist and
moderate heat ; as Horse- dung , Saint
Marks Bath , the smoak of boylingwa¬
ter , or by infusion in water , er else byinhumation in moist places : and the
end of all these is one , to wit, the re¬
duction of the things calcined into wa¬
ter , that by this liquefaction , the ter¬
restrial matter may by straining, settle
in the bottom of the vessel : but this
subtile practise , and all ~*f the like kind,
should be peiteratedj serif any would

by
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by continual calcination , separate the
more simple parts of the compound,
and reduce to salt what hath the es¬
sence of salt ; he thereby creates mu ;h
loss , for the intemperate and continual
violenceof the fire , will sublimate and
evaporate a great part of that which is
with such labour sought , so that nothing
will remain , but a small quantity of the
soluble matter , with a great deal of
dregs ; and besides, that matter may by
long abode in the fire , be made into
glass : it is better therefore to flie to
frequent reiterations , then violate na¬
ture by the excessof any precinitancy.
I found such an inconvenience once in
calcinating common Chrystal , which
while 1 desired co purge from its excre¬
ments , and by long ignition to reduce
to its true essence , I found both it and
its excrements made into glass , and
thence uselessfor my purpose : for though
Chrystal be clear, lucid and transparent,
yet in Calcination it first emits black,
and then violaceous fumes , as also stink¬
ing and sulphureous odours , which suf¬
ficiently attest its excremsmitious
earthiness, as also white fumes follow -
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' ing after the true Homogeneity of its
substance , which remains clear and

, fluid in small quantity , till it become
true chrystallineSalt ; yea , by the dura¬
tion of these last reiterations, its l’ngrate-
ful sent is changed into a most delicate
one , like that of violets-powder. By
these reiterations of Calcinations , two
more conveniences do yet arise :

One is, that the thing calcined by as-
suefaction to the fire,brings stability and
subtilty to the Medicaments, as I said
before .

The other , that a body often dissol¬
ved , acquires easie penetration , and rea-

I dy ingression ; as also more potent
strength to change the state of the pati¬
ent , from sickness , to sanity ; from
weakness, to vigour ; from declination,
to restauration and perfect health : and

j these are the ordinary ways of all separa-
I tions,which have no other scope, then
j the purgingof pure substances from ex-

J crements , and elevatingof their terre¬
strial groffness to a fiery purity, and
from imperfectionto perfection : Which
Hermes hints at , when he fays , that
earth must be separated by fire, and the-

subtile-
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subtile from the gross ; which he fays,
must be done .with great care and ani¬
madversion : For when he speaks of the
preparation of the universal Spirit aster
its terrisicadon , and opens the way to
the preparation of all individuals , he
would signifie , that there is something
in this earth , which can scarce be re¬
tained and conserved ; and this is a light
and volatile spirit , which is kept by the
temperament of fire.

But on the contrary , it will easily file
away with the separable and more co¬
pious volatile part , if in the operation ,
temperate fires and a good method be
not used with much patience . where the
Artist should observe this rule with ail
diligence , that there are throe distinct
Sulphurs

': whereof two are separable,
to wit , the external , which perishes by
Calcination and Dissolution ; and the
internal , which vanishes onely by de¬
coction ; and the third is fixed , which
is properly the Sulphur of nature , and!
the proper subject of its substance :
whereunto Philosophers give the name
os Agent , Fixed -graio , ox Element of
fire.



As to the external Sulphur , it is that
first volatile and adustible water . for it
is plainly extraneous , and the first nu¬
triment of fire : but the internal is more
rooted in , and united to the substance *
and therefore yields nor , save to intent
and continued heat : and therefore it
assumes all colours before it egrede ; be¬
ginning first with black , which is the
prime sign of earthiness , adustion, and
corruption , and the anteceffor of pu¬
trefaction and corruption ; and then
passes through other middle colours, till
at length it put on whiteness , which is
the airy colour ; and then ascends to a
fiery colour, or redness j in which the
power of art , and dominion of fire , is
terminated, and beyond which there
is no progress .

Which thing the Poets fabulously
concealed under the unconstant form
of Trotem, who turned himself into vari¬
ous monstrous forms , that he might
affright those that would captivate him .
This variety of colours proceeds from
the internal Sulphur , the true author
and producer of all tinctures and varie¬
ties , which are by Nature or Art ob¬

served
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served in any subject . Thesecolours may j
be also distinctly noted in the decoction
of the first universal Subject , as I have a-
bove said,That it produced them in my o-
perations : and first,whitenestpresents it
self , and then Natures Sulphur appears , 1
which (jeber fays is white without , and !
red within : for redness immediately
follows this whiteness without all help ,
save the continuation and augmentati - i
on of Fire ; whence one Philosopher 1
said, His Stone was a Gold -Ring covet - 1
ed with Silver . !

I would briefly insert these few words >
about colours, not that I would presume i
to teach the preparations and observaci* 1
ons , which I know necessary for the
perfecting of that great and so much
praised Philosophers Slixir ; but onely that .
S may shew the curious Disciples of
learned c Medea , which induced by pro¬
found and ingenious inquisition , seek to
enter the secrets of these mysterious
PhysickSjwhacSulphurs must berejected,
and what must be retained in all things :
I hope , I shall spend that time well ,
which I have substracted from my hous-
hold -affairs , if I restoreany vigour or

spark
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spark of life, to that languishing part of
Natural Philosophy, which envious Men
have buried in the Sepulchre of Calum¬
ny , under the odious title of abusive
Transmutationand falsifyingof Metals ;
though ignorance onely stop their eyes
from discerningthis true mystery , which
they load with opprobrious contume¬
lies , and injurious words j groundingtheir malice onely on the malicious lies
of impudent dullards , who run about
Cities, fell smoak , and obnubilate their
false Sophistications under the coat of
this fair Virgin ; deceiving the eyes of
the too credulous Commonalty with
their pigments , and by their Syrenical
and fraudulent Speeches, precipitating
curious Inquirers into Scytta or
rjbdis.



Of the Spirits ascent into Hea¬
ven , and descent into the

Earth .

THe Almighty Creator of all things*
foreseeing from the beginning, that

infection and corruption growing with
things compounded of Body and Spirir,
would move continual and intestine
wars , be opposed a remedy to this dii-
fention ; whereby the one may be con¬
served , and the other not destroyed;
and feeing the Spirit and Substance were

} included in a Body , and the Body im-
merged in corruption , it was Impossible
that corruption should act upon and
prevail over the Body , and yet the Spirit
placed in both should be kept free , and

- incur no danger ; but rather, that with
the Body it should yield to deaths Ty¬
ranny, which alwayes intends Natures
destruction j aud the prostitution of all
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individuals : which thing needs no proof,but appears sufficiently manifest , fromthe natural , and sometimes the imma¬
ture end of Animals, Vegetables and
Minerals , which we fee every day bytheir corruption , whenthe Body beingdead , the Spirit must undergo the famefortune * that is , the vertue that en¬livened it , is annihilated : but because
the prime Opificer would be admirable
in all his works , of his meer goodnessand love to Mankinde, who fromthe
beginning he predestinated to be the In¬strument of his Glory, and to whom he
subjected whatever was admirable in
the Creation ; for hisCommodity, I fay,he gave certain expedient Remedies,whereby be might not onely purifieand
perfect the things created , but also, pre¬serve and arm himself against the assaults
ofmortal corruption.

Knowing then , that the two parts of
Man were one created in another , to
wit , the Spirit in the Body, and that the
Body would be continually infected by
corruption , and by sensuality , drawn
and allured to intemperance, which in¬
fers the true corruption, and weakning

M of
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of all the members-,he toresaw, that the
Spirit inhabiting like a Guest in the Bo¬
dy , could not be exempted from its
contagious depravation : and we ordi¬
narily fee , That Men given to excess of
intemperance and sensuality , accustom
themselves to ill manners , and take
liberty in all corruption, both of Minde
and Spirit ; neither regardingLove nor
Fear to God , Honor or Respect to the
World j nor Piety to themselves , nor
Charity towards their Neighbours . So
that it is impossible , if they be thus
bound to inquinations in death , but
their Spirits must undergo punishment ,
as they have participated of pleasure .
- Seeing moreover, all mankinde by the

fall of our first Parent , obnoxious to
death, and thence every Man inevitably
to incur total destruction and perdition;
he mitigated , or rather redintegrated
this Misery by an admirable Remedy ,
far exceedingour capacity i for knowing
Man by his Spirit and his Body to parti¬
cipate of Heaven and of Earth, the Re*
medv also he made to partake of Heaven
and Earth , which is competible solely
to our onely Lord , Saviour , and Re¬

deemer,
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deemer, Jesus Christ, who descended
from Heaven into the Earth j and by a
mystery incomprehensible by us and
common sense , was miraculously made
Man without the abdication of his God¬
head j because our health could not
come from Earth alone , corruption
reigning there : but it was necessary,that theWater should comefrom above,where the Fountain of purity is j be
therefore came down , that he might
dwell in us, and with us , and conclude
us within the terms of justice and tem¬
perance ; regenerating us to newness
of life , by the mutation of our Spirit
and Body, and mortifying in us our cor¬
ruptions and sins , and restoringus to
the study of purity of vertue ; which
could not have been effected save by
him alone, the extreamof both Natures ;
for he is God - Man , that he might con-
joyn superiour with inferiour things,
which were dis- joyned by the incom¬
parabledistanceof life and death, purity
aud corruption .

The Earth doubtlesly received this
inestimable treasure far exceeding its
merit, by a mediumthat cannot be com-

M 2 pared
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prehend$d;from which he again ascend¬
ed into Heaven , by the Water of purifi¬
cation, and Fire of the Spirit , without
accidents and corporal passions, though
he deposed not his Body, but retained
it incorruptible and glorious, having ac¬
quired immortality by death - who shall
again descend scorn his Fathers right-
Hand, into the Earth, after the Univer¬
sal conflagration , to renew the World ,
and makea Separationbetwixt the good
destined to life,and the evil condemned
to death.

See now how well the Omnipotent
Father , the Father of all compassion ?,
consultedfor Mans good ; to whose Bo¬
dy , joyned with his Soul , he gave an
equal Preserver , whom he sent from
Heaven,that he mightbe born on Earth;
and whom, by the light of Nature , we
ought to seek.

Seeing Man was therefore endued
with Reason and judgement , that he
might acknowledgeand comprehendhis
great gifts : but Man , created heavenly,
for the indagationor this benefit , as
too forgetful of his birth , lays our that
noble and divine Light within him , in

searching
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searching out frivolous and transitory
vanities , and not in the pursuit of solid
wisdom and verity.

Briefly , he had ratherfollow the in¬
clination of his Terrestrial Geniture ,then Divine and Celestial Wisdom ,
which he neglects as a thing indifferent,and casually sent to him from above.
Wherefore the Root of Mankinde is as
it were extinguished before it grow out,
(except seme few who have had better
Stars , and more favourableAspects in
their Nativity ) they desiring the pos¬
session of transitory goods , more then
the attainment of Divine and precious
Gifts , which our fecund Mother Na¬
ture hath publickly and in all places
fixed , for the conservationof life , hurt ,rather then helped, by their abundance
immergedin mortal corruption : And ic
is apparent , That those that are of a
higher Spirit , though they look upon the
sulgour and splendor of those Mundane
Riches, as no way despicable ; yet they
will not rest in this surface , but seek to
Divine Vertue , occluded in the Centre ,
which hath indeed been cause of great
errors both inMedicine and Philosophy,

M 5 to



l- 66 ? ,to such as destitute of true light, groapeat, and in the dark pass by both .
Recalling then my mind to the clear

light , by whose guidance we may at¬
tain that salutary and best remedy ,
which God ordained particularly for the
conservation of mankinde , and for the
obtaining of Celestial benediction j I
(hall endeavor with all humility and re¬
quisite sincerity , not as a Divine, but as
a Disciple of Wisdoms followers , to
adumbrate my conceptions in a rude
style * which the lovers of verity may
accept gratefully , if they finde them ra¬
tional and pleasing.

I fay then , that all understanding
Communicated to any man from man a-
lone , is uncertain and confused , because
man is ordinarily leaden with igno¬
rance and stow resolutions ; but that
which he receives from the univerial
Light, is dear and immoveable. For to
know absolutely , is to understand a
thing by its first causes • and there is no
certitude in second causes, till we come
to their original t wherefore we cannot
know the Nature of a Species % unless
we foreknew its Genus ; neither can
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we know the Nature of Microcofmes f
(which are almost infmite)unless we first
find out the Nature of the Macrocolme,
that gives them being. Man likewise
cannot be known , without the prece¬
dent cognition of the world, whoseeffi¬
gies he is ; nor yet the great world, un¬
less we know whence and how it was
made : For how shall one know a man ,
whose principle is nothing but a small
deformed mucilage ? or how shall a man
know him that is born, unless he know
those that begot him ? and here I mean
not the second , but the first Parents , to
wit , heaven and earth : and unless a
man understand the first creation of
these , how shall he know them ? as an
Embryo in a womb , which is nothing
but the congregation of a certain hu¬
mour , which is afterwards formed to
the example of its parents , and so in
progress , till it become perfect : so the
Heaven, Earth , and all that is therein,
that is , all this grear world, is like an
Embryo in the Chaos, whence none can
have any light , unless he consider the
first rudiments and progress of its di¬
stinction and formation.

M4 Lee
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Let us therefore first go to the Foun¬

tain and Spring , that we may thence
trace the rivulets that flow from it, and
know them , and by examples of forms
judge ,ofthings formed.

I fay therefore,that the prime and ab-
solute creator (whois as a point whence
all proceed , and an inexhaustible foun¬
tain whence infinite rivulets issue ,hath a Nature proper and particular to
himself, which is to conserve as well as
produce the whole world : for ic is the
property of a good Author, to produce
things ; and when he hath procreated
them, to conserve and defend them.

This first Effect , which is Creation , is
a secret that we are ignorant of ; we un¬
derstand it not , but by the affinity or
likeness it hath to generations .

But the second is open and manifest
to such , at least , as are illuminated,elect , and born of the. Spirit ; but not
to such as are sons of the flesh, lest pre¬cious pearls shouldbe trod upon , and
cast to swine .

Jesus Christ our Lord hath perfected
the former and more excellent , and
taught us,commanding us to ityitatehim

in
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in all good works , whereof fae bath setas an ensatnpl&

'FozNature walks alwaysin the fame tract , and never forsakesherways. As therefore the universal Pa¬rent or Conserver , consulted by his
providencethe commonconservationosall things , from the beginningof theworld : So Nature from the beginninghad her intentions , and was always oc¬
cupyed in continual action about pro¬ductions : For as it was neceftary thatthe safety of the Spiritual part of manshould descend from above , so is it like¬wise as necessary , that the safety of the
Body should come from the same Foun¬tain , because from below , where theseat and habitation of corruption is,neither life nor safety can proceed. Forwhat end do the Heavens , the perpe¬tual Fountain of Restauration and Per¬fection , by the influence of their ver¬ities flow upon the Body of the Earth ,which the benevolent Stars , with theirbenign Aspects, sympathizing with theafflicted society of mankinde , do dailygraciously prosecuteand affect , but to
generate in her a durable and enliveningSpirit , which in the Womb of this fe¬

cund



[ 17 o] ,cund mother assumes a Body , and ma¬
nifests and dilates its faculties through
all the parts of the world , distributing
them to each creature according to its
exigency : and hereupon do the parti¬
cular powers depend , which we must
know , by their effects in Herbs, Beasts,
Stones , and other things which have
drawn their proprieties from this gene¬
ral Spirit , and do miraculously conserve
us and other creatures. And as it plea¬
sed God to enrich man with the perfe¬
ction of his own Son , according to the
extension of the humane Nature , and
yet he would not have any one contami¬
nated with sins and iniquities , to seek
remedies and health from man , but
from himself the true Fountain, whence
all perfection flows : so also Nature , the
perfect observerof the Divine will , and
imitator ofhis works , hath not felled
the perfect vertue of curation and re-
stauration , in Herbs and particular
Creatures , but would have us seek it
preciselyin the Centre , whence this is
communicated to Creatures , to wit , in
the Earth , where this enlivening Spirit
Is generated : for if simples are indued

with
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with the vertue of curing, restoring, nou¬
rishing, and conserving how much more
hath the abundant difpensorofit,whence
all these receive it ? but that the Earth
is the treasury and dispensor of these
venues, daily experience gives us suf.
fient reasons ; for she must needs pot
sess them , else she could not give them.

It is therefore admirable, that so ma¬
ny egregious men should spend their
time in drawing their waters from sim¬
ple rivulets , far removed from their
pure Fountain , and running through a
muddycurrent , and not go to the Foun¬
tains head.

T do not in the mean time contemn
special Medicaments, but I would that
Generals were more sought after , and
particulars not neglected : for though
a General Medicament might salve eve¬
ry Sore, yet particulars merit commen¬
dation; especially in external superficiary
Diseases , when the Centre of sanity is
not afflicted .

That therefore I may return to my
Scope , I say again , the Earth is the Ma¬
trix , wherein the Heavens beget that
Spirit , that Nourisher , Restorer , and

Con-



I 1 ? 2 ] .Conserverof Bodies , which alone gives
solidity and perfect cure : and how this
so potent and efficacious a Spirit should
be found and taken, all wife men should
direct their cogitations to so useful an
inquisition, that they might observe the
exemplary Steps , which Nature paces in
perfecting her intentions % and hold this
for a rule, though God infinitely excee¬
dingNature , is not bound to natural
reason , no more then a Monarch to the
Laws himself prescribes , which yet his
subjects observe without inquiringwhy
he prescribed them : And who hath
more faithfully and successfully follow¬
ed this example , then Hermes Trifae-
gtflm ? who after the deluge , was first

( as some fay) that opened to men the
mysteries of the perfect knowledge of
God , and exactly explicated Natures
secrets : for besides that Angel- like in
bis Vœmandrum , he explains Divinity ,
where he manifests the Doctrine of the
Creation of the great and small world ,
its beginning , progress , and duration ;
he also continues his holy Philosophy
with the samehand in his Afcleptum, de- I
elating with a spirit and voice prophe¬

tical,



. , . , [ * 73] .tical , that the regeneration ot man
should be wrought by the Mediation of

i the Son of God , indued with humane
flesh : he also industriously touches the
fame Scope in his Tabula Smaragdina ,
where he faith , that as all things in
the world were made out of one sub¬
ject , by mediation of one God , so his
Magistery , which is the chief and gene¬
ial Medicine , may be perfected and
compleated by adaptation onely; which
adaptation is nothing else but a Glass,
where we may fee Divine Meditation
ænigtmtically represented , to shew
that Nature necessarily follows the steps
of her Master .

He also attests in other Books , That
the Author of Regeneration should de¬
scend from Heaven , and become Man ,
and live among Men for their edificati¬
on . He says also in his Tabula, (which
he left as the last Testament and Testi¬
mony of the excellency of bis thoughts)
That this general Spirit , theConserver
of Bodies, shall descend from Heaven,
to wir* from the Sun and Moon (which
in -.his -TamanArum, he calls , The prin¬
cipal Riders in this Mundane Monar-
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chy ) to assume a Body in the Earth ,which he calls the Spirits Nurse , by the
Mediation of the Air , in whose Belly
he shall be carried, because the Celestial
Influences cannot be communicatedto
the Earth , unless the Air, which is like
an Intercessor, carry them to it : and as
the Divine Restorer and Protector of
our Souls , in the assumption of humane
Flesh, deposednothing of his Divinity*
so (faith he ) the Universal Spirit shall re¬
tain and keeplall its Vertue entire,when
it is turned into Earth , that is, when it
assumes a Terrestrial Body.

God also willed his own Son,andour
Redeemer , in his assumed Humanity, be
as it were regenerated by and with the
Water of Baptism , and Fire of the Holy
Spirit : not that he needed any such
purgation , but because he was to con¬
verse with Men contaminated with cor¬
ruption , thac he might in all things yield
himself an exampleof Renovation and
Purification ; givingMen a visible and
ample Testimony , That , according to
the Flesh , he was of the fame Nature
with them : not contaminated or cor¬
rupted , but obnoxious to passion, and

equally



equally mortal ‘as they.
In like manner , our fecund Mother

Nature , willed her first-born , though
pure in his Centre , That he should be
regenerated by Water and Fire, that i?,
by Separation of the Terrestrial from
the fiery part , the fpiffe from the subtile,and the impure from the pure : which
Hermes also aimed at , when he said,That the Earth should be separated from
Fire : for what God hath conjoyned,Man shouldnot separate ; but onely the
impure and gross from the subtile and
pure by Fire .

And besides this Sense , which first
offers it self to our Intellects , there is
yet another more occult meaning : for
feeing by the Separation ©f Earth from
Fire, he means , that that ’s gross, from
that that *s subtile ; he seems to hint ,that we should separate the natural qua¬lities of these two Elements , by de¬
tracting the moist frigidity mixe with
heavy Terrestrial things, without which
that cold cannot subsist , and by puttingon hot siccity, which is of the Nature of
Fire , aud consequently light and spiri¬tual .

For
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For which cause , he adds , That it
must ascend from Earth to Heaven , that
is , from imperfection to perfection : for‘Paracelsus calls Fire the Firmament:
and as nothing can attain perfection ,
unless it first depose its imperfect, gross, jand mortal bark , wherein this cold !
quality abounds, the cause of all morti¬
fication , as heat is of life ; so also, pru¬
dent Nature observes this Rule , That
each subject should sustain and pass
the obsure blackness of death , and ex¬
pect the deer and candid renovation
of life and immortality ; that is , im¬
passible essence , whereon neither Fire
nor corruption hath any power . And
assuredly , the acquisition of this. life by
death is naturally exercised by all Crea¬
tures continually ; for all Sperm or
Seed of Animals is mortified in some
Matrix , and of Vegetables in the Earth ,before any specification can be made .
But if this rule takes place in the mem¬
bers , by how much may we more ex-
actly observe , and directly imitate it in
the head ? and if the life acquired by
mortification , be of any duration , how
much more shall that be perpetual ,which is principal? Jesus
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Jesus Christ taught these things by si¬

militude of a Grain ; which he fays can¬
not fructifie , unless it first die ; signifying
the mystery of his Resurrection, which
his Death should precede : for he wil¬
led Death , that he might rise to a glo¬
rious and perpetual Life : therein not
onely giving example to men , but ex¬
pressing the whole Idea of Nature ,

That divine and learned Ermite,cJlTtf-
rterms % omanm, who is often quoted by
modern and natural Philosophers , a-
vers the same of the fixed Grain ,
whereto Nature hath given power to
perfect Metals : for he faith , Unless it
putrefie and grow black , it cannot be
perfected and compleated , but returns
to nought.

I have taken liberty to fay thus much ,
that I may teach the youngersort , how
the Creator should be acknowledged
by simple Creatures : and because the
vulgarity of Men begs this knowledge
from remoter things > acting as they
do , who seek the perfection of Sci¬
ences , from the Scholars of the lowest
Form , whereas they should require it
from the best Directors and Doctors j I

N would
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eeptions , that they would convert the
principal endowments of their Souls,to the search of the general principle ;and that in more exquisite things , suchas impart life and preservation to allmortal Creatures .

Mortification then , necessarily pre¬cedes all entrance into life , and princi¬pally in this Spirit the first-born of Na¬
ture,when it assumed a Body ; for else,no Man could separate it from Body ,which hinders its Regeneration to Life,and Pacification of its Essence : not ,as though by combustionand destructi¬on it lost its Body in Deads, nor yet byPutrefaction z but so , that in Germina¬tion , the Putrefaction of Seeds anni¬hilates not that which is corporifiedin them : for which cause , in the Ex¬alt ion of <J?Aercttry , or the Universal

Spirit , after the firstdegree , which ismade ^ Separation, all that ’s corporealand spiritual becomes volatile , becausethe sublimatory venue therein , over¬comes the fixing faculty ; but the fixed
part afterwards retains the volatile with
jt , being helped by the action of heat •

which
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which augmenting the power of the two

nobler Elements , dellroyes the power
of the two weaker : which Hermes
hints at in a certain Treatise , by a plu-
mous Bird detained with a Bird with¬
out Feathers : And ’XfjchoUmTlumelltts,
by two Dragons, one with and another
without Wings.

But that I may not longer fold my
self in these Dædalean Labyrinths , see
we not all Vegetables encrease , and
elevate themselves upwards by vertue of
this volatile Spirit ? which , as I said be¬
fore , would carry them highertowards
the place whence it came , whereto it
hath an appetite , but that it is detained
by its proper Earth and corporal Mass,
wherein some fixed matter resides.

But lest some , not sufficiently ac¬
customed to Philosophical terms, should
think we contradict our selves , I will
here explicate my self : I say then ,
That I mean not by this volatile Spirit,
that which I before called volatile and
separable Sulphur * ■for that is rather
the Author ofCorruption then Growth t
but that most simple part of the primteve
vapour , which never loses its subrily ,

N 2 whose



whose Nature is to be elevated , and
tend . to perfection ; for to sublimate,is properly and Philosophically , no
more then to perfect and exalt matters
from imperfection to perfectitn . As
therefore this <JMcrcury hath an eleva-
ble ; so hath it a stable substance : the
first is naturally innate in it ; the second
is in its centre or power , yet it cannot
compass its effect without the help of
Art . And that I may shew more plain¬
ly, in what ways Nature proceeds in her
operations, I think it convenient to add
a little about the causes and manner of
Fixation.

Repeating therefore that indubitable
Axiome I alledged in the beginningof
this Book , as perpetually observed in
the Worlds Constitution , to wit , That
all that hath life, hath also some durati¬
on ; and that nothing is produced under
the cope of Heaven , which hath nor
fcnje kinde of life in it : I fay, that this
Duration must be wrought by Conser¬
vation to Perpetuity : for Perpetuationis the scope of Nature ; seeing it is the
endeavour of every good Opificer , to
preserve the work of his hands , u

'H it
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be corrupted by the injury of time , orthe light of its li se extinguished by the
cold ashes os death , to whose feet all
thing ? necessarily prostrate themselves ,
by this inevitable law , That whatsoever
hath beginning , must also have an end.
For if all things should remain in their
first extreatn , that is, in their begin¬
ning, without progress to their second
extreatn, that is, their death, all thingshad yet been left in their Chaos 5 or
rather, nothing would have consisted in
its being ; and the principlesof all sub¬
jects were useless , and destructive to
themselves.

Nature therefore, to eschew these in¬
conveniences , observes the said order
and progress of things , existing in con¬
tinual action and motion , that is, con¬
servation, and perpetuation .

And now, that which extends life,
or conserves it, cannot subsist against the
force of destruction, without some fixa¬
tion and constancy ; and this conserva¬
tive essence , is in some more fixed then
in others • whence tViey are also of a
longer and more durable life , and more
difficultly destroyed and mortified ; as a

N z Hart
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Hare and Crow, amongst animals ; an
Oak, amongst Plants ; and Gold,amongst
Minerals : and this happens by the more
equal and digested commixtionof Ele¬
ments : so that death , whose property it
is to divide and disjoyn, cannot so easily
enter these compounds , as being firmly
vnited and well digested ; and by how
much Bodiesare more firm thus, by so
much they are less subject to the acci¬
dents of mortal corruption.

But Nature being not able of her self
to attain this perfection of union and
digestion , cannot totally and finally save
and preserve Bodies from destruction-
but the industry of Art ( though Art of
it selfbe nothing without Nature) imita¬
ting her in these things , exceeds her in
the proper course of her own ways : for
observing that conservationand prolon¬
gation of life , is attainable by some¬
thing tending to fixation , which must
be effected by union and digestion (for
nothing can be fixed but what is Ho¬
mogeneous , and of one Nature ) the
Artist labours, that he may find out the
thing that is fixable , and deduce it to
perfect fixation • which he doth by the
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same ways , order and operation that
Nature uses , to wit , by separating ex¬
traneous , and uniting Homogeneous
parts , which he absolves by long and
ingenious digestion of the things uni¬
ted .

But because it is impossible for him
to separate or extract this from indivi¬
dual and specifical Bodies , because of
their firmer union and more compact
digestion , he is glad to seek it in the
bowels of the Earth, whence all things
proceed : for to extract it entire and ab¬
solutely vertuous from another place,
were a work of no profit , and impossi¬
ble ; and to think how it may be made
perfect , is a labour both long and du¬
bious : whence the Poet said Well,

Hie five nullibi iUud est qttodqttenmus.

Here or nowhere is that we seek.

And they are doubtlefly deceived ,
who following crooked and by-paths,
stick in the common signification and
rind of Philosophical words , and study
not to find cut the lively marrow of

N 4 their
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their intentions : They should there¬
fore sacrifice first to the infernal Queen ;for thereis the Fountain and Spring of
all things.

Wife men begin their works from the
root , and not from the branches ; chu¬
sing , as Doctor Bacon faith , to congeal
the thing that Nature begun her first
operations about , by a proportionate
mixtion, and union of pure living Mer-
tntry , with a like quantity of Sulphur,

, into one Mass : Oh holy wordslwhere -
in this good Anglian , or rather Angel ,
clearly depinged that one and true
matter , whereof all Philosophers have
writ Volumes under divers figures and
Enigmatical Fables ; not because they
wolfid maliciously hide it , but keep
the priviledge of this knowledge for
learned and pious Men , who by con¬
tinual study and laborious experience
finde and adorn it .

But lest I should movesome masters '
to -suspect that I alledge this place ig¬
norant !y , and understand it improper¬
ly ; I would have them know , that by
that matter which Bacon so ingeniously
represents , I mean the universal Spirit

where -
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whereofI treat ; and likewise,that I put
a differencebetween the Father an d the
Son ; or the Genitor,and him that ’s Ge¬
nerated ; or - the Producer , and him
that is Produced : neither need I blush
to say , that I know the one as well as
the other : For the Philosopher here
would have such enquireafter the con¬
fection of the Philosophers Stone , to
seek the principle of Minerals ; and he
paints out the first matter of Metals,pre¬
pared , compounded , and specified by
Nature .

But I treat of first matter not yet spe¬
cified , which may be properly called
the first matter of this first matter of
Metals, or the most general Genus , so
much celebrated by Raymttndw Lullim ;
but I used this sentence for example and
authorities fake , yet so as no absurdity
lurks therein : for the universal Spirit
is the common Parent of Mercury and
Sulphur , contained and proportionated
by Nature , in this one Philosophical
subject.

But I would have the curious Artist
consider two things : first , that by sub¬
tile imaginationhe chuse an . enlivening

Nature
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Nature , apt for the conservation of all
Bodies j the other , that he chuse a thing
Which of it self can enliven , and rege¬
nerates . Yet I would not have him to
chuse two different & separatedMatters,the one Agent , and the other Patient ;but onely one, that may at once be of
venue to enliven, and to be enlivened.

As to active Vivification, I have said
enough ; but as to the Passive , I fay,That every Principle hath its Original
from it self - For if it should have it else¬
where, it were no Principle ; and while
it gives being to others , it mutt neces¬
sarily , whilst it generates them , draw
from it self restoration , and perpetu¬al plenitude : wherefore it is in conti¬
nual action and motion towards vili¬
fication, whereby its destruction is hin-
dred ; for it will never forsake it self: and
it hath motion in and from it self; which
Macrobim also disputedin his Comment
upon Sciph's dream , discoursing on the
soul of man ; though I think his discourse
may be better apted to the Soul or Spi¬
rit of the world, which is my subject,

I will therefore borrow this from his
Arguments : Whatfover is moved of it

self
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self,is the beginningof morion, and lives
continually ; and that that lives conti¬
nually cannot be enlivened but from it
self ; it is therefore vivificable : but the
Spirit of the world is such , because it
hath its scat in the Earth, to convert it
self into Earth,whereb,as Hermes right¬
ly,all it vertues,actions and qualities re¬
main entire it followes also, feeing it
is vital , that it reassutnes life , restoring
it self by its own proper power : we find
the fame also in this universal Mercury,
which is always nourished , and resto-

i red in its Myne ; so that if by any means
it be extracted , it always grows to the
fame form whereof it was before ; and
wheresoever it is cast,there wilEbe plen¬
ty of it always after.

Not as if it were generated of the
Earth, but in the Earth , through whose
parts it creeps , extending it self con¬
tinually by multiplication and vegetati¬
on 5 which the Ancients denote by the
Serpent, which Mosesfays creeps on the
Earth,$t feeds it self on the dust thereof %
and this caused the (fabulists to call hint
the prince of Sepulchres , because he de¬
vours and consumes the Bodies there

inter --



[i88] Jinterred ; not that dead Bodies , or the Ieartb,are his aliments,but only the feats Iwhere he is fed and nourished. This |is the place where he is moved, turn - ied , and twines without ceasing ; where- 1of CWidea admonishes Jason , wheresite fays (in EpiJi .Heroid . Ovidij)

Perwgil ccce draco squmis crepitantibus homuS)Sibilal & tar to peffore verrit iaimum .

Lo here theDragon with his horrid Scales ,Doth watch , and hiss , and plow the very
dales ,Which Rythmes a Frefich Author thus

expresses.

Voy le dragon vei!lam,de furcurforceneĴ ui d ’
escailc crugaten ct le carpi enSottrm,Ttont le gofer (iffIant fumee & fete deserreEt qui par repiis tors va baliant laterreDe (a Urge poitrine en la pmdre impnmantLes finmx stations qtt'il trace rncejjdment.

'Behold the scaly swelling Dragon lurking,Who always liftens with 4 watchful ear (here
Who knits sis brows^and nevershuts his eyesBut him that fees his cuft tongues , teeth 4-

frights
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With horror ; whose wide throat emits such

( flameSy
As do infeft the Air with blackestfumes ::
Behold his many twiningSy which he deep.
Imprejfes in the earthy whilst he doth creepy
Andplough theground with his broad hresty

{whilst he
Returns in the fame traft continually.

I adduce these two Considerations,
not onely to Ihew how Mercury.must
be fought , but also to confirme , that
that which is fixable in it , is nothing else
but the enlivening essence , which
fixed in due manner , perpetuates and
keeps life in all things it enters ; by its
purity expellingExcrements , and by its
perfection , perfecting imperfect things-
The end of Fixation, both natural and
artificial, is Perpetuation and Conserva¬
tion, which are effected by the Media¬
tion of that Tincture which Mercury
acquires by this Fixation : for that Tin¬
cture is Life , and Life is nothing else but
that which opens and colours the Body
with such a Tincture , as shews it to be
vital , and perishes with its death .

Nature therefore colours Blood ,
where-



[*p°J .wherein life consists , with a red Tin.
cture : and when the Blood is clearer,and mare livelyred , the Body is more
found , fair and vigorous : as on the
contrary , when the Blood is dense,black, adust with choler , or changed
into a false colour , the Body is pained
and sick within , and by discoloration
gives Testimony thereof without .

We may observe the same in Vege¬tables, whose lively vigotlr consists in
greenness ; which being changed , we
fay it is turning or declining towards
death . The perfection also , or im¬
perfection of Metals, is discernable bytheir colours. Gold is indued with
a magneticalvenue, which by the splen¬dent sulgor of its tincture , drawsman’s
earth after it : in whichNature spendsall her forces , but leavesthe victoryto
Arts industry , which by graduation to
the haighr, which it adds to its natural
splendor, makes it far more fulgent ;insomuch that it ’s called the Terrestrial
Sun .

An Artist then may exalt the goldencolour to the height,of obscure redness;
by which augmentation , imperfect

Metals
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Metals in a certain degree , may , by
projection of this artificial Tinffiure , be
brought to the height of perfection j
so that we see this golden colour in¬
troduced by Nature into this Me-

| tal , is onely the way to that redness,
j
wherein the completion ok perfect
Vertue lies : for which cause, this Me-
>tal , though far excelling others , can
communicate no perfection nor con¬
servation to humane Bodies, as a thou¬
sand Jugglers and Sluggards in Phy-

Jsicks , promise by their SophisticalFu-
jlions , and Phamastical Confections.
1 But if more curious Artists work
upon this subject , they may make it
acquire such a degree of inseparable

Jredness , that by the excess of its heat,
; it shall work miracles , and yet it shall
j Consume nothing but superfluities , and
; shall conserve and multiply the sub- -
i fiance of Bodies ; though Philosophers
fay , That its heat as much exceeds our
common fires,as commonfires do innate

i heat in Animals.
I ‘Taracelfiu in his Treatise of Tin¬
ctures , extols that highly which is
extracted out of Gold by Spirit of

Wine ,
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Wine , and attributes many singular
Venues to it, as also to that that '

s made
of Antimony and Coral ’ before which,
he yet feems to prefer the Tincture of
Uttercurj ) which he fays rmy : by per¬
fect Eixation , be brought wholly to a
Tincture , (o that it will penetrate Bo.
dies, because of. its most subtile purity :
where I think , he means not chat vul¬
gar, but PhilosophicalUttercury, where¬
in Art, perfectingNature, hath wrought

'
these two effects , to wit , perfect Tin¬
cture, and ccmpleat Fixation.

Tincture then in proper locution , is
the pure substance of things ; and Body
is nothing but an Excrement : which
is also manifest , in that Bodies , after
the Separation of their Tincture , are
useless, without vertue , and corrupti¬
ble | no otherwise then a carcase with¬
out life , colour or motion.

Tincture may then be called the
scope of Fixation , it attaining by its
permanency in fire , a conservative fa- ,
culty in those Bodies tp whichit is ap¬
plied .. But the manner of attaining
this degree of Fixation , in which the
Completion of the whole work con^

sifts



fists j is no other , then that fugitive and
light things be prudently kept in the
Fire , that they may be brought into
asiuefaction with it , that they may
endure most violent heat . And for
this cause , good Authors commend
Patience to their Disciples , as proceed¬
ing from God ; but Precipitancy,asfrom
the Devil.
- Take this for an infallible Rule , That

unless Calcination go before , nothing
can be fixed ; and that this should be
done , by conjoyning the fixable Spirit

| with something of a convenient Na¬
ture , that may retain it in the Fire of
Calcination , that by this means it may
accustome it to sustain heat by little , till
it can endure the ultimate augmentation
ofFire,which infers Fixation. And the
Reason why we must proceed with such
discretion, is , because , if we should too
readily precipitate this operation , the
special Spirituality, which is the Mother
of this Tincture, would file away , and
leave the Body without any impression
of the tin gent Vertue ; so that a new
Spirit must of necessity be given to

'
this dead Head , before the desired co-

i O Ivm
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lour can be introduced , which is one
of the Secrets of this Chymical Art : for
it is the Spirit , and no other thing , that
colours by mediation of Fire ; and this
Tincture compleated and exalted in
our (̂ Mercury, should be elevated to the
height of perfection • that , as Hermes
speaks , it may ascend into Heaven ; and
when it hath sustained all mortal tor¬
ments, receive a new life ; that is, after
it hath passed the darksome straits of
Putrefaction , it may be elevated to a
Resurrection, by the Ablation of all
mortiserous and corruptive Accidents.
And thus it will attain the height of
perfection, which is effected by Separa¬
tion of Earth from Fire,the subtile from
the spit

'
s ; and by Fixation of its purged

part by gradual hear .
But that I may speak without am¬

bages and doubts, This ascent into Hea¬
ven ( which is the Sublimation and Ex¬
altation of its parts to perfection) can¬
not be effected , unless Separation and
Purificationgo before, and give place to
Fixation , as to the scope and ultimate
end of Art .

And here note, That this is done for
two
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two ends : one is , That the Tincture
may be perpetuated ; the other , That
the volatile and combustile Sulphur of
the Kjttermry, may be separated and
extracted; which cannot be effected,but
by the long and continual action of
Fire : and this Fire must be regular, lest
violent precipitation in the beginning,
make the pure Spirit of tMercury , not
yet fixed,to ascend : which Comes Trevi-
Jkms hints at,saying,That Writers differ
about the structure of the Fire , though
they all aim at one and the fame scope,
to wit , That it should be so made, that
the fugitive Spirit should flie away ,
before the persequent suffered any thing
from the Fire ; that is, that the spiritual
part should not leave the corporal ,
through the ardour of the Fire , which
should fix it by the action of common
Fire , discreetly applied in its several
degrees } wherein the whole of this Arc
consists .

But some may fay, If Fixation in the
Fire communicate Permanency to this
penetrating subtilty , how shall it after¬
wards be sublimated ?

Let such take waxen ^ ings , and they
Q r shall



shall see , that the will have a minde
to flie from this Prison, the Earth : But
they must minde , lest ascending too
high , the Sun melt their Wings , and
burn their Eeathers > and so precipitate
them into the Sea. But iet them imitate
wise Dadalm , who held the mean be*
twixt two extreams , because, if he had
flowa toft low , the Water would have
leaden his Wings j if too high , the Sun
Would have melted his Wax. It was
the impatience and blinde desire harm
had of overcomingDadalmfhzt wrought
his ruine.

And whence came ‘Phaeton 's perni¬
cious ruine , when he would govern the
Sun , but that he thought himself more
apt for this work , then his Father ?
who admonished him thus :

Hat fit tier mttnefefta vota vestigia terms
Uififerant eqms, & C* lm» & Terra calores'1
Necpreme , me fummum moUreper atbera cur-
*Altiia egr.cffui falefliaftgna cremabis, (mm
InferwTerrai, media tutijfimm ibis.
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Kttn where thoufeest the nearly that / have
(made

With these[ame wheels; and that thotemaist
( evade

'The danger of burning Heaven , Sea , or
(Earth ,

Flie mt too high , nor yetftoope down be¬
neath

'This trail ; for if too high yonfoar^ you'll
(fi r«

The Heavens • if too low , the Earth you'll
(movewith ire -

Keep then the mean^as fasefif in your gyre.

But the recitation os these Ovidian
Verses , are not enough , though they
be most true , accordingto the Opinion
of the Ancients; I will rather explicate
their intention folded up in the Coat of
their Fables , seeing thoseonely serve to
the expert in this Arr.

Let the curious then know , That
when Hermes fays this thing must ascend
into Heaven, and again descend to the
Earth, and acquire the vertue of both .
he means not that the matter should
be sublimated to the top of the Vessel ,

O 3 but
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but onely that it is necessary , that af¬ter perfect fixation, some spiritual por¬tion be applied to it, whereby it maybe dissolved,andbecome altogether spi¬ritual } leaving its Terrestrial consistence,and assuming an aery Nature , whichisthe Philosophers Heaven ; and whenithath reached this simplicity , be again

coagulated and reduced to Earth , by anew coction effected by the same de¬
gree of heat, till the Body so imbracethe
Spirit , that they become one incorpo¬rated , and by this means acquire a Ce¬
lestial subtiky , and a Terrestrial fixa¬
tion .

And that we may always note Natures
ways ; if this cannot totally ele¬vate himself , he must resartiate his
wing -, by puttingto new wax, new fea¬thers that is,by reiterated dissolutions ,which the Mailers of this Art so oft re¬
peat , that they seem importunate to all
such as understand not the consequenceof thisreperition * which yet is onely,that things might be better uni¬ted , being mixed by their least parti¬cles ; which none can ffrct without the
purificationboth of the Bodyand Spirit,
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keeping the Spirit volatile from all Ter¬
restrial impurities , and the Body from
all internal Dregs, duringthis fixation :
These things then ascend into heavenby
Dissolutions , and descend to the Earth
by congelations .

This Body then glorified , will as¬
cend into Heaven upon the wings of
its Spirit , and in the same perfection
again descend to the Earth , to separate
good from evil , and preserve the one
but destroy the o ther : that is , what Bo¬
dies soever it enters , it ejects their im¬
purities , and conserves their purer sub¬
stance ; for reiterated solutions and fix¬
ations , gave it power to enter Bodies.
This Hermaphroditiealjottg man, and his
delicate SalmaeU , must be Washed in a
Fountain , that they may embraceeach
other ; iTidSalmacit burning in love,fay,
When shall the time come,that this fair
Yong man shall never be separated
from me , nor I from him , and that our
mutual loves may perpetuate their con¬
junction in felicity , that so these two
Bodies may have one heart and one face?
and then we must take care , that the
IJland Deles remain immoveable , and

O 4 that
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that Aptlla and Diana , whom Latonathere brought forth, may be both stayedin that place . This fable denotes no¬
thing, but that the dissolved matter,wherein the Philosophers fun and moonis contained, shouldagain be congealedand fixed .

I would not have my Reader imagine,that he shall in this Bookfinde the richMines of Peru, to satiate his avarice,andmake him rich withal ; though I have
sufficiently demonstrated in several pla¬ces, to men that have their eyes in theirheads , that the way to these richesis not unknown to me. Yet I will not
easily be perswaded to undertake so
long ajourney , for certain reasons, notunlike those that held Trevisantu two
years from this enterprise , after he had
got the perfect: knowledge of this Ma-
gistery . Onely I have in my minde de¬termined to ratifie that most preciousconfection , or rather inestimabletrea¬sure, which benignNature gives for the
Mentation and prolongation of manslife , who from God received pmi -
ledge to be mans Protector • which Iundertake, out of an honourable desire,

that
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that I may by my industry advance the
publike good , when the favorable Star
of experience hath led me to my secure
Port,which I would willingly impart to
curiousMen : For I have so successfully
elaborated this Universal Spirit , that
with a small quantity , I have restored
above a hundred men, consumedwith
different Diseases , to sanity : and doubt¬
less many excellent wits would have
penetrated deeper into this obscure
and devious Wood , but that feeing it
filled with horrid Monsters , they have
been so confounded, as to leave this pe-
rillous Path , and forsake their enter¬
prise.

As ‘Pdtybilm hath by a most ingeni¬
ous pencil expressed ; whose generous
and undaunted courage, fleighting those
common terrors , hath effected so mnch ,
that both the sides of this black , dark
Word , lay open to light • and by
whose manoduction you may, notwith¬
standing all obstacles, arrive safe and
and sound at the delicious and grateful
habitation of Lady ? s/r<r, shut up in the
rich Temple of Vesta.

This I can assert for indubitable, that
the
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the way he held is open to all ; but all
have not that Ariadne's Clew that he had,to extricate himself out of this laby¬rinth ; neither is every one a Thesesthat he can overcome the Minotaure,

It is certain that Nature , like a lo¬
ving Mother , proposes and offers this
precious Treasureof life to all ; and that
God our Universal Father , keeps openthe Gate of this fatall Cavern , for the
commodity of all men : for the descent
to Hell is easie ; but then again , to as¬
cend to Heaven , hie labor, hoc opus est
Stay coach-tnan, here ’s a straw .

First then, that splendent Branch, De¬
dicated to the infernal Juno , must be
found our,ok which Virgilwrites.

Accipeque terAgenda print, latet arbore opace
Atireut & foliis & Unto vim me ramm
Junoni inferne iiUmfacer, bunc legit omnis
Lucas, & obfeuris clauiunt convallibnsumbra,Sed non ante datur tellteres opertit fubire,
Awicomos quamquis decerpferit arbore fatus.
Hoc fibi pulchra fmm ferri Proserpinam mm
InfUluit, primo acculfonon deficit alter
Aurem & fimilifrondefeit virga metallo.
Ergo alte vefiiga ocidis, & rite repertum
carpe manu ; namq\ Hie volcns facilifq -, fcqueturSi te fata vacant, aliler non viribiu uBis
Vinme, nee duropoteriscenvellereferro.
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Fir ft fee what you must do : the golden tree
Which to th ' infernal Juno we decree ,
Lies hid under a grove in a dees vale ;
And now you may not pass within the pale
Of th * Sarths deep Cabinet,untiljou have
Snatch ’d from this tree her off-spring,which

{tograve
Troferpindyott muft present : the tree
'That gave this fruit , will not long fruitless

( be t
For loe, another golden off-spring follows ;

( ithen
Fix your eyeshere , and in your hand retain
What you do ftnde : if th *fates do favour

( now,
You vanquish - but if not , no force will do.

If therefore Nature be soilidcous in
. hiding these things , lest they should
| be indifferently prostrated to all , or

Hogs get to the honey-pots - no wonder
| if Ancient and Modern Philosopher?,
have invented so many enigmatical Fi¬
gures , and hidden Fables, to cover and
cloaththis Science with ; For they know
well enough , that ceremonious Na¬
ture, would never have hid her self un-
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dec so many different Forms and Spe¬cie.? , but have appeared naked, butthat her Venerable Secrets would there- ,by incur that contempt , which alway

accompanies common things.
For which cause I also in this Trea¬

tise use the same Solennity and Tacitur¬
nity , lest I should undergo the same
peril that he did , who published the
Mysteries of the Elysian Goddesses ,which should have been kept Secret and
Chaste , and not like common Harlots
exposed to publike abuse : And whe¬
ther I have spoken convenientlyto my own purpose , or no , such as
have made progress in this search , maybetter judge : for experience is the best
Dame.

In the mean time , I hope none will
give a hard interpretation , or pass a
bad sentence on me , because I have
compared Natural and Chymical ope¬rations , with Divine and Christian
Mysteries, wherewith they have some (
conformity : For by this Application, I
have no way profaned them, but rather
Celebrated their Excellences , and poin¬ted at that great care and testimony of i



our Creatour , in ratifying the safety
both of Body and Soul together.

Which reason moved one Author, so
that he wrote , that the true Chymistry ,

: which Paracelsns calls Sparry , follows
the Gospel foot by foot ; because by the

i help of this and fire, Nature exerts her

; most potent faculties ; which Ancient
Philosophers, as Brachmannm ^ Cjymno-
[ophisters, and all the Egyptians, insinu -

1atein their Theology . ,
For all the Magick of Paganism, and

all the fables of Poets , signifie no more
then what this BookTreats of ; which

; the most Learned and subtile Bracefeus
diligently examined ; though envious
Toladantts writes the contrary , after he

was deceived in an experiment in this
■Art , which he thought he had wrested
, from him by his importunity , believing
' that the spume of Iron was the Philo¬
sophers Mercury , because he asserted

sthat it was extracted out of a vile Matter ,
/ of small price, which was cast into the

j streets ; not observing, that the dif-
| creet Masters of this Art , cloath their
, Matter with strange Vestments , calling
! them by all the namesof Metals , indif -

crimi-



criminately, and yet without the least
fraud : for he that knows this matter,knowsalso , that it contains the seven
Metals in it .

And I would gladly know , whether
they think Cosmopolita meant of the
vulgar Steel , when he sayes , That 1
Neptune shewed him under one Rock ,two Mynes , the one of Gold , the other
of Steel.

The Man was too plain, to harbour
such frivolous conceits : but he named !
his matter thus , because of the censor- •
mity with polished Steel. And Braces-
cpu had played the part of a Fool,and not ja Philosopher, if he had in one moment i
opened the whole mystery of his Se- {
crct , in the acquiring whereof be had i
doubtlessly /pent two thirds of his I
life. i

But that I may add something to the :
explication of these Mythologies , do j
we not plainly fee , That that ancient i
Demogorgon, the Parent of all the gods , ]or rather of all the Members of the ]World , which , they fay, inhabits the
Centre of the Earth , covered witha
green and ferruginous Coat , nourishing

all
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all kindes of Animals , is nothing else
but the universal Spirit , which by God ’s
command produced the Heaven out of
the Chaos , with the Elements and all
things therein , which it always hither¬
to sustains and enlivens ? forittruely
took up its Habitation in the middle of
the Earth , as we have declared in the
beginning of this Book , where it fits
as it were in its Throne j and thence,
as from the Heart of some great Body,
and Seat of Life universal , animates and
nourishesall things : and that green and
ferruginous Coat , is nothing but the
surface of the Earth , which is of a
blackishand Iron-colour , decked and
variegated with divers coloured Herbs
and Flowers.

Virgil , perfectly skilled in all these
mystical Secrets,calledthis Spirit or Soul
of the World , Jupiter ; whom his Pa-
storer Damœta invokes , in his third
Eclogue , because , as be faith , all things
are full of him. And Pan , that god of
the Woods , worshipped by Shepherds,
is taken for the same : for besides that
this word Ta » signifies All , he is also
made the God of the Woods , be-
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cause the © reeks , for the Governourthereof , worshipped the Chaos, which
they otherwise call Hyle , that is , aWood . Orpheus bespeaks Tan thus:

Ttmle fort le subtile,I’entkr,l ,mive ’tfd ,Tout air, f«*<ea», tent terse, & tornfeu mmnrf , .Quifieds Avec le tempt dedansm th onc mejme , '
Au regne inferkur , m moyen , aftsupreme.
caneevemt , engendrant , produifant , gardant tout, T **
principe en tout , de tout, qui de tout vims * s««r, "
Grente dtifeu, de I’air, de la terrs, de / ’ snide,Grand esprit avivanitom les membres du monde,Qui vas du teut en tout les natures changeantPour ame univcrselleen lorn corps te logeantJufquds tudonne e(lre, & mourimem& viepromantpar mille effects tapuijfanceinfirnt.

Panstrongandsubtile, great andgeneral,That art both Fire , Air , Earth , Water, and
tall ;That raign 'st alwayes , and over every

{ thing ;
Getting , conceiving , bearing , and keepingWhat'ere beginning had, or have an end ;That Art , both Free and Fruit , both Foe• '

{and Friend ;The Spirit that doeth binde the worlds parts,That penetrates all Natures , and imparts
Both
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BothUse and motion, sower toaid andwiB,
J&nd that dost with thy verttte all things fill, ,

Saturn the Sc n̂ of Heaven and VeFta,
which is the Earth , and Husband to
Ops his Sister , ( which is that co - adju-
vanc and conservantpower of all things)
represent Demogorgon; and the Infants

i that he first devours, and then vomits up
| again * are they not Bodies, to whom he
gives being , and at last reduces them
to himself , whence new ones alwayes
issue , that by his perpetual vicissitude,
the order established in the beginning,

I may be preservedto the end?
| He is sometimes painted with grey
j and sordid Hair , his Head covered ,

with a Sickle in his Hand ; and for his
; Symbole , having a Serpent circularly

grated , and holding its Tail in its
j Mouth : And sure he is old enough ,
; being the Grandfather of all : His
| Beard and Hairs are white , alwayes

growing ; which are the things that al¬
ways germinate : He is fordid , and ill
disposed of himself, because of the
Terrestrial impurity which adheres to

P it



It , by reason of its Sulphureous and A-
dustise Corruption : His Head is covered,that is,the principle of perfection is clos¬
ed in the cover of impurity,whichmakes
it known to few : His Sickle is his Pene¬
tration ScMordacity,wherewithhe pene¬
trates 8c devours all things:The Serpents
biting its tail, is his regeneratingnature,
wherby he repairs himfelf;as is storied of i
the Phœnix,by wch name he is also some¬
times called: so that he is alwaysconver¬
sant in a circular and indeficient encrease.

But methinks I heat some fay, That I
miss ofthe intention of Authors in their
fabulous description of Saturn ; for
they mean by Saturn , Lead ; which is
of all Metals the Seniour : which also
devours all others by its crudity , be¬
cause it is full of Salt : for Mordacity a
rises from Salt , as the Refiners of Me¬
tals finde in their probations : for it
there vomits but the Gold and Silver,which it deglutiated , but could not
consume , because in its decoction they
received Fixation , so as to resist the
weak heat of its Ventricle.

I do not altogether reject this sense,
be-
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because it is in some places conformable
to the otherjand in that it is in all things
concordant with what I have given , I
hope none will tell me mine is false*

Maia represented the Earth ; so cal¬
led, because out of her* as a Mother , the
universal Spirit, or MercuryJaid its ori-
gine ; and from the pure invisible Seed
of Jupiter, which is the Air : for it pro¬
ceeds really out of these , as the learn¬
ed fismopolita sayes in his precious
Treatises.

^Mercury is commonly painted with
Wings , that they may thew how she
Is of a volatile Nature : his Head is
covered with a Hat, for the fame Rea¬
sons that I before gave for Saturn ’s
Head : He carries a caduceous and fa¬
tal Rod , encircled with Serpents, both
to signifie and denote his regenerative
faculty, as those Reasonsalso I gave to
Saturn ’s Serpent. By this Rod , he

opens Heaven and Earth , and gives life
and death r and that Rod represents
powerful Nature : for by ascending
into Heaven , and descending to the
Earth , he acquiresthe vertues both of

Pa L -
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saperiouc and inferiour things. Bythis fame power , he draws Souls out
of Hell , makes all Eyes yield to Sleep,as Virgil writes of him.

He is by some also called , Poysonand aTheriack , or Life and Death , ac¬
cording to his use and dosis : for Life
consists in due temperament and justice ;Death, in excess.

Many other such mysteries are con¬
tained in this Heathenish Theology ,which have no other scope then that I
aim at : all which , if I should here ex¬
plain , my Treatise would prove a Vo¬
lume. But I will not defatigate ray Rea¬
der with frequent repetitions of one
and the same thing.

These may suffice to shew , That all
Mythological Commentaries , such as
these, with their Allegorical and Histo¬
rical Sense , gave no occasion to Poeti¬
cal Eictions , as if any Truth were in
them s but such things tend chiefly to
(hew the admirable operations of Chy-
raistry, as amongst others , the Story of
Jason and Medea,- explicated by Chry-
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cPolydortu . To which Explica¬

tion I will add , That chll Name <JMe~
deay that signifies Cogitation, Medi¬
tation or Investigation, is derived from
a word that denotes a Principle , Ori-

gine , or Realon : for all Meditation
hath doubtless some Principle or Rea¬
son for its Foundation.

This Medea taught Jason , ( that is ,
an Inquirer ) two things , wherein all

Philosophy consists : first , The Acqui¬
sition of the Golden , that is , the Arc
of changingMetalsand Minerals. And
secondly, The Restoration of Bodies
weakned with Diseases , readily and

perfectly curing them , and bringing
them from old Age to Youth and Vi¬

gour , by this sole and universal Medi¬
cine ; expelling all corrupt and cor-

rumpent humours and superfluities from
Bodies, whith would else bring themto
their end .

Jason endeavoured and perfected
these miraculous effects , by the obser¬
vation of Medea’s counsel , after long
and laborious Navigation , obnoxious
to many perils , both in sailing, in kil-

P 3 ling
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ling the Dragon , and taming the
Bulls .

This Navigation is the laborious In¬
quisition , and dubious Experience of
things, wherein many are exercised all
their life long , and cannot arrive at
the Port of Nature .

The monlfrous Bulls which he was
to tame and subjugate , are the Furnaces
wherein the operations are made ,which do not ill represent a Buls Heads
and breath out Fire at their Mouth and
Eyes , as the Fable hath it : for they
must needs have some Transpirations,else the Fire would be extinguished ,and the degree of its heat not regu¬
lated : for unless some experienced
Man regulate the Fire , many things
would fall out wrong in the operations,and delude the Operators hopes , as I
haveexperienced ; for of nine Vessels,which I reposed in a Furnace, to give it ,
a due degree of heat , I lost eight , and jone I conserved • by means whereof, I \
obtained the said Experiments in curing !
Diseases . jThe watchful Dragon , is that univer- i

sal j
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sal Mercury which Cadmus had learned
to kill , that is , fix the Campus Mortis
wherein the teeth of the Martial Ser¬

pent should be sown , is nothing but a
vessel wherein Souldiers , armed with

Spears, are elevated.
But this Vessel should not be a Glass-

Alembick , as Poljdorus thinks , but
made in form of a Cooperculum or
Covert , narrow below , and capaci¬
ous above ; made of good Earth, well
coded , and not of Iron or Glass . In
whose bottom , Mars his Field must be
elevated , rigid with Lances and Spears ,
representing souldiers provoked and

fighting.
And this is onely an ingenious Ficti¬

on of the Poet , to make the thing
somewhat admirable to the vulgar •

which yet is so plain and familiar to us ,
that if I should name what it is,I should
make my self ridiculous.

And when Jason had finished his
work , he must needs make the watch¬

ing Dragon , that kept the Golden
Fleece , sleep , that he might no more
eructate Fire and Fame ; which he did,

P 4 by
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by suffocating him in the Stygian Wa¬ters , that is, by dissolving and fixing himwith his Spirit. And then Jason had
nothing to do for the possessionof theGolden Fleece , and restoring his oldFather tÆson to Youth again , but onelyone business that Medea taught him ,that is, the fermentation and conjuncti¬on of solar butter , with the paste of
prepared Mercury , which is not of itselffit for two such excellent actions; be¬
ing onely Farth , wherein pure ferment
produced by Nature , and promoted to
perfection, Ghould be sown .

When he had fin shed this last work,he saw himself possessor of his twofold
Treasury , which he gloriously broughtback to the place of his Nativity ; bybenefit whereof he became very rich,and reduced his aged Father to sanity ,by removing his languishments.But I will now leave Jason with hisf̂ Medea , to the enjoyment of their fe¬
licity , and onely adde this, That bythe Dragon that watched continually,and vomited fire out of his throat , no¬
thing can be more conveniently deno¬

ted ,
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ted , thea o«r Universal Spirit or Mer¬
cury , which is the most vivacious and
inflammablething in the .world ; where¬
fore it is called burning water, ot aqua
viM ) because * as Bracefcusnotes , it al¬
ways burns before its coagulation . and
it is aqua vita , because it vivifies all
things s And if one should look on its
superficies , who would think it fixed ,
and inconsumeable , being so easily in¬
flammable , or vanishing ac the least
touch of fire ? or who would think , that
there were any conservative veptue in
its Centre ? seeing it looks as if it were
full of mortal poyson , rather then life ?

But as God set a Cherubim , with a
flaming Sword, to keep the tree os Life :
So Nature set this ignivomous Dragon,
in the door of the Garden , to keep the
Tree of goldenApples,that is,the know¬
ledge of her hidden Secrets , which our
prudent Ancestours would not deliver
in writing,but onely by word of mouth,
to such as they thought worthy of such
knowledge : And this is the cause, why
those great and admirable Sciences ,
have in progress of time vanished, and

are
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are accounted as Fables and Tales. i

Which thing Esdras considered : for
foreknowing that the Israelites should
suffer banishments, flights and captbi- '
ty , he feared lest the secret Mysteries
of the Scripture should perish ; because
without the benefit of writing , mens
memory might easily fail .

He therefore Congregated all the El-
ders , in number L X X , who with him¬
self wrote all these things in as many
Books , as himself attests , saying , That !
aster forty, days the Lord spake and
said , <rPubhft those things which thou haft
written , that all may read them : and j
keep those later L X X Books , that |
thou maist deliver them to the Wife- 1
men of thy people : for herein is the !
vein of Understanding, and theFoun - j
tain of Wisdom,and the Flood of Know- i
ledge ; and so he did.

Picus JhfiranduldnttS) the Phenix ofhis j
time for Learning and Knowledge , j
speaks of those Books with great reve- !
renee, in these or the like words , i

These are LX X Cabalistical Books, I
wherein Efdrat said plainly , That the ;

Four.
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Fountain of all Understanding and
Knowledge , was contained , that is ,
the InestimableTheology ,concerning the
Supream Deity , the Fountain of Wis¬
dom , and the entire Metaphysicks
of intelligences ; the stream of Know¬
ledge , that is , the sirmest natural Phi¬
losophy.

When these Books had been long
kept secret , they were by the command
of Xyfitts the fourth , turned first into
Latine, for the benefit of Religion j but
this good Work was interrupted by his
death : Yet they are had in such vene¬
ration amongstthe Jews , that no one
under forty years of age , may touch
them : And this is most admirable , that
in those Cabalistical Doctrines , some
Heads of Christianism should be con¬
tained . Thus MirmAula..

And now having , I hope , omitted
nothing , which might serve to the in¬
terpretation of Hermes his Table , or
obscure Philosophical Cabala ; I st) all
betake my self to the Port of this un¬
searchable Ocean , and dry my wet
cloathes under the Sunshine of your

Favours,
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Favours, wishingwell to all ; and upon
good grounds, judgingthat the Good,
Honor, and Gloryof the World , is the
true Philosophy.

Fiy {JS .



Books worth buying , to be fold at
the Lamb , at the East -end of
Pauls .

1 T\ /T Ascal ’s Government of Cattel.
2 J .VJL Wen tworth ’s Miscellania

apiece of School-Divinity .
3 Two Sober Paradoxes : written by

Malvezzi .
4 Elementa Optic a .
5 The Saveraigns Prerogative discus¬

sed in Parliament , in the third and
fourth years of King Gharis .

6 The Secretaries Study : an excellent
Bookof elegant Letters .

7 Thefourth Book of Cornelim Agrip-
paftn Englilh .

,8 The compleat Bone-setter3 tranfla - .
ted by R. Turner.

A Arts Notoria : or , The Notory
Art of Solomon, ifc .

There



There is now in the Press , an ex- ;
cellent Piece , ; called The Devil
Anatomized ', being a Philoso¬
phical Discourse touching the
Nature of Spirits .
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