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EDWARD DANIEL CLARKE.

CHAP . I.
Ancestors of Dr. E. D. Clarke—William Wotton— Mild Wil¬
liam Clarke—Rev. Edward Clarke—Birth of Dr. E. D. Clarke
—His early education—Death of his Father.
Edward

Daniel

Clarke

, the

subject

of these

Memoirs, was born June 5, 1769, at Willingdon,
in the county of Sussex , and was descended from
a line of ancestors , whose learning and abilities
reflected, for a long series of years , the highest
credit upon the literature of their country . The
celebrated Dr . William Wotton , justly considered
in his time as a prodigy of early knowledge, was
his great -grandfather . His grandfather , known to
his friends by the appellation of mild William
Clarke, was one of the most accomplished scholars
of his age ; and his father, Mr. Edward Clarke,
although labouring for the best part of his life
under the disadvantages of an infirm constitution,
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was distinguished in the same honourable career.
Nor were these instances solitary , occurring one
only in each descent : for so widely diffused has
been the love of literature throughout the different
members of this family, that , of four entire gene¬
rations , beginning with Dr. Wotton and his wife
Anne Hammond , of St . Alban’s, in Kent , and end¬
ing with Dr . Clarke, his brothers and his sister,
there is scarcely a single individual , whether male
or female, who, at one period or other, and in pro¬
portion to the opportunities offered, has not been
remarkable for literary genius or taste, ; while
many of them , by their learning and their works,
have arrived at high degrees of eminence and re¬
putation.
The character and writings of Dr . Wotton are
so well known to the literary world, that a short
notice of them here will be thought sufficient. Be¬
sides several larger works, he was the author of
many tracts and dissertations , involving much clas¬
sical and antiquarian research . One of the earliest
of these was entitled , “ Reflections upon Ancient
and Modern Learning ;” which, being afterward
published in a second edition, in 1697, with a dis¬
sertation of Dr . Bentley ’s annexed , was the means
of involving him incidentally in the celebrated con¬
troversy betwixt that great scholar and Mr. Boyle.
From a dispute like this, in which abuse was la¬
vished on every side with an unsparing hand, it
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was little to be expected , that Dr . Wotton would
escape without some unpleasant marks of his
having been connected with it ; still less when it
is considered, that his immediate adversary was
the caustic dean of St . Patrick ’s : but it is honour¬
able to him to record the testimony of Mr. Boyle
himself, to a species of merit displayed by him,
which must have been somewhat rare in that con¬
troversy , that his remarks were urged with decenpy
and modesty , and that there was a vein of learning
running through his work without any ostentation
of it . In the latter part of his life, having retired
^ into Wales, in consequence of some pecuniary em¬
barrassment , he determined to profit by the occa¬
sion to make himself master of the Welsh language;
and among the fruits of this industry , are a Welsh
sermon, which he preached and printed , being, as
it is said, the first that was ever composed and de¬
livered by an Englishman ; two Histories of Ca¬
thedrals ; and, finally, a digest of the laws of Hoel
Dha, which he did not live to finish. He died at
Buxted , in Sussex, in 1726, at the age of Sixty -one,
and was buried there by the side of his wife, who
had departed a few years before him. His profound
and extensive knowledge, which is allowed by all,
was the natural consequence of studious habits,
combined with a wonderful memory , which is said
to have retained correctly every thing that he had
ever read . To the latter faculty may be chiefly
b2
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attributed the singular facility he possessed of ac¬
quiring languages ; and so extraordinary are the
testimonies which have been handed down to us
of the precocity of his intellect in this respect,*
* The following among many other testimonies, of the early
proficiency of William Wotton, are taken from a MS. of his fa¬
ther’s and are inserted in Nichols’s Literary Anecdotes of the
eighteenth century, vol. iv. p. 253-5.
“ Mr. Ombler, a fellow of Corpus Christi college, coming oc¬
casionally near my house, and hearing of my child, was pleased,
to satisfy himself, to do me the honour to make an experiment
of the truth of what he had heard ; and, as a testimony of his sa¬
tisfaction, after he had examined my son, he gave this account
of him :
“ ‘ Primujuientutis

indoles

futurum virtutis fructum indicat.

“ ‘ Hanc sententiam posuit Johannes Ombler , Coll. Corporis Christi Cantab, socius, Gulielmi Wottoni gratis, qui quinque
plus minus natus annos, linguam Latinam, Grsecam, et Hebraicam, mirum in modum callet.
“ ‘ Maii 24, 1672.’
“ Sir Thomas Brown, Doctor of Physic, a gentleman not only
famous for his practice, but illustrious as well in Philology, as
Philosophy, upon the observation he had of my son, left this tes¬
timony of him with me :
" ‘ I do hereby declare and certify, that I heard William Wot¬
ton, son to Mr. Henry Wotton of Wrentham, of the age of six
years, read a stanza in Spenser very distinctly and pronounce it
properly : as also some verses in the first Eclogue of Virgil, which
I purposely chose out ; and also construed the same truly. Also
some verses in Homer, and the Carmina Aurea of Pythagoras,
which he read well and construed ; as he did also the first verse
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when a child, that if they did not rest upon the
most unquestionable authorities , or if they had
been recorded in a manner less specific and minute,
they would scarcely have found credit with pos¬
terity.
Of mild William Clarke, whose name and rela¬
tionship seem to connect him more closely with
these Memoirs, it will be permitted to speak more
fully ; especially since his eminence as a scholar,
which his singular modesty contributed in some
respect to veil, and the many interesting and ex¬
cellent qualities of his heart , present him to our
notice in an attractive point of view. He was born
at Haghmon Abbey , in Shropshire , in 1696, being
the son of a substantial and respectable yeoman,
who occupied a considerable tract of land under
the Kynastons of Hardwick in that county , and
acted also as a confidential agent to the family.
The Abbey, with its dependances , has since passed
by marriage to the Corbets of Sundorne ; and they
now form together an interesting and remarkable
of the 4th chapter of Genesis, in Hebrew, which I purposely
chose out.
“ ‘ July 20, 1672.
Thomas Brown .’
“ ‘ Gulielmo Wotton puerulo septenni, Latink, Greece, et Hebraice, valde supra eetatem erudito, sirailem, id est, feelicissimum
in timore Dei, in gratia ccelesti, et in severoribus studiis profectuna, summis votis, et certissimi spe exoptat,
“ ‘ Jun. 12, 1673.
Ed . Norvic .’” [Bp. Reynolds .]
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ruin, within the bounderies of Sundorne Park.
He received his early education where many other
distinguished scholars have laid the foundation of
theirs , at Shrewsbury School, under Mr. Lloyd,
and in 1713 was removed from thence to St . John ’s
College, Cambridge . Of this society he was at
the early age of twenty years elected fellow, Jan.
22,1716 -17, together with nine others in conse¬
quence of the ejection* of several of the seniors, for
* At this time ten fellows were thus displaced, and the true
account of their ejection is this :—The statutes of St. John’s Col¬
lege require the fellows, as soon as they are of a sufficient stand¬
ing, to take the degree of B.D. But the oath of allegiance is
required to be taken with every degree : so that at the Revolution,
twenty-four of the fellows not coming into the oath of allegiance,
and the statutes requiring them to commenceB.D., they were
constrained to part with their fellowships. As to those who had
taken their degrees before the Revolution, there was nothing to
cause their ejection, till their refusal of the abjuration oath,
enacted on the accession of George I.—See Nicholsis Anecdotes,
vol. iv. p. 247.
Mr. Baker, who died in 1740, was probably the survivor of
all these. These principles of the members of this society made
it little agreeable at court ; however, they had always one good
friend (though he by no means agreed with them in their senti¬
ments), Commissary Dr. Rowland Hill, paymaster to the army
in Flanders under King William. See Wotton’s Baronetage,
vol. 5, p. 215. One day, upon some bad reports from Cambridge,
the then Lord Carteret said, “ Well, Mr. Commissary, what have
you to say for your college now?”—“ Why, to be sure, I must
own that circumstances are against us ; but though 1 hardly

/

*

EDWARD

DANIEL

CLARKE.

7

refusing the abjuration oath, on the accession of
George I . His character and learning recom¬
mended him, at an early period , to the notice of
many distinguished men. He was successively
domestic chaplain to Dr . Adam Ottley , bishop of
St . David’s, and to Thomas Holies, duke of New¬
castle ; and, in 1724, he was presented by Arch¬
bishop Wake to the valuable rectory of Buxted,
in the county of Sussex ; this preferment he seems
to have owed partly to his own merit , and partly
to the recommendation of his father -in-law, Dr.
Wotton , whose only daughter Anne he had re¬
cently married.
In 1738, he was made prebendary of the prebend
of Hova Villa, * in the church of Chichester ; and
shall, who am

an old man, yet I dare say your Lordship will live
to see that College as obsequious as any other.” This prediction

was completely fulfilled; when his Lordship nobly promoted
Dr. Taylor, who was the last that retained in secret the princi¬
ples of this party.—Nichols’s Anecdotes, vol. iv. p. 249. It is
probable, that Dr. Taylor’s jacobitism was never very fierce or
unaccommodating, as it is related in his Life, that he quarrelled
with his patron and friend, Mr. Owen, of Condover, because he
pressed him to drink the Pretender’s health upon his knees, a
practice common enough at that time in Shropshire.
* To this preferment Dr. Taylor alludes, in the following
friendly letter, prefixed to his “ Lectiones Lysiacm.”—See Ni¬

chols’s Anecdotes, vol. iv. p. 365.
“ Viro

amicissimo

“Grave nomen

Gulielmo

Clarke

, Canonico

amicitiae semper fuisse

Cicestrensi.

duxi, gravissimum hodie

\
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finally, in 1770, he was installed chancellor of the
same cathedral . This was the highest dignity he
attained ; and, if we may judge from the mo¬
desty and simplicity of his mind, as well as from
the whole tenor of his own declarations upon the
subject , it was the highest to which he aspired.
sensi: cum aut modestiam Tuara lsesura esset publica lreec gratulatio, aut levitatem meam proditura beneficiorum reticentia.
In qua tamen solicitudine plus amicitite nostree quam pudori Tuo
tribui ; maluique ab omnibus meam desiderari prudentiam, quam
k Te officii rationem. Nam praeter ilium fructum jucundissimse
Tuse consuetudinis quem cum ceteris percepi, ut 6. Te semper et
ingenio emendatior et moribus elegantior discederem, singulari
porro studiorum nostrorum rationem et adjuvisti consilio, et excepisti benevolentia. Unde parum mihi verendum fuisse arbitrabar, ne fortunam Tuam sequi videretur obsequii nostri significatio, aut minus id spectare quod debeo, quam dignitatem quam
nuper consecutus es. Verum sit sane, quanquam non ita est
tamen. Tanti profecto pene habeo ut Te colerem, amoremque
meum testatum facerem etiam periculo suspicionis. Ego interea
neque adulari possum, neque Te diligere non possum; neque
ulla erit tanta fortuna Tua, (sit licet aut Tuis virtutibus digna,
aut expectation! nostrse eequalis) ut ego earn lubentius praedicem
quam ingenii Tuiet ’numanitatis laudes. Quseso igitur, ut Lysias,
suavissimus Orator, et, quod meam diligentiam et excitasse et
commendare possit maxime, ex eo genere scriptorum quorum ad
disciplinas recolendas Tu mihi semper auctor exstitisti, obsequii
mei supersit monumentum, eamque amicitiee nostrse memoriae
perennitatem conciliet, quam velit ille qui Te ex animo, ut debet,
colit observatque.
Scripsi Idibus Octobris m.dcc .xxxviii . ex.
sedibus tuis Joannensibus.”
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To his early friend, the Duke of Newcastle , who

had so much preferment at his disposal, and who
seems never to have lost sight of him in life, he
appears to have owed little beyond the credit
which such a connexion might be expected to be¬
stow ; and the reason assigned for this neglect is
so very natural , and throws so much light upon
the character of both the parties , that we are
tempted to insert it . When the duke was asked,
after his retirement from office, in familiar con¬
versation with an old friend, how it came to pass,
that , amidst the many divines he had raised to the
bench, he never thought of Mr. William Clarke,—
“Thought of him,” replied the Duke , “ why my
dear sir, he was seldom out of my mind ; but Mr.
Clarke never asked me.” To Mr. Clarke himself,
he excuses his neglect by a profession much more
courtly indeed, but , in any other than a courtly
sense, much less likely to be true . “ It has been
my misfortune,” he says, “ not to have had it in my
power , for my own sake as well as for that of the
public , to bring you into a more exalted station in
your profession.” This passage, with others of a
still more flattering nature , is found, in a letter
written to him by the Duke, in acknowledgment
of his high sense of the honour which had been
conferred upon him, by the dedication * of Mr.
* It is due to the memory of the Duke of Newcastle to state,
that this dedication contains an express acknowledgment of
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Clarke’s work on Saxon Coins ; and contains, at
least , a confession, that whatever might have been
the real obstacle , it was neither want of merit on
the part of Mr . Clarke, nor want of knowledge of
it on that of the Duke, which prevented his farther
promotion.
Mr. Clarke was intimately acquainted with most
of the eminent scholars of his day. Jeremiah
Markland lived in the same village with him, and
undertook for some time the care of his son. With
the learned printer Bowyer he was associated in se¬
veral useful works . Dr . Taylor (the editor of De¬
mosthenes ), Mr. Boyle, Archbishop Seeker , and
Bishop Sherlock, were amongsthis correspondents ;
and his Letters, * which have been published in
obligations received by Mr. Clarke from the Duke, and of the
benevolent principle upon which they were conferred. But
whatever these obligations may have been, they do not appear
to have been connected with Mr. Clarke’s profession, unless, in¬
deed, the appointment of his Son to be one of his Grace’s do¬
mestic chaplains may be so deemed.
* It has been thought right to present here to the reader two
or three specimens of Mr. Clarke’s correspondence from Mr.
Nichols’s Anecdotes.
To those who are acquainted with the present state of Brigh¬
ton, it will be interesting to contrastit with what it was in 1736.

“ July 22, 1736.
“ We are now sunning ourselves upon the beach at Brighthelmstone, and observing what a tempting figure this Island must
have made formerly in the eyes of those gentlemen who were
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Mr. Nichols’s Anecdotes, as well as others which
are in private hands, bear the most ample testipleased to civilize and subdue us. The place is really pleasant;
I have seen nothing in its way that outdoes it : such a tract of
sea, such regions of corn, and such an extent of fine carpet, that
gives your eye the command of it all. But then the mischief is,
that we have little conversatiion besides the clamor nauticus, which
is here a sort of treble to tbie plashing of the waves against the
cliffs. My morning business is, bathing in the sea, and then
buying fish ; the evening is, riding out for air, viewing the re¬
mains of old Saxon camps, and counting the ships in the road—
and the boats that are trawling. Sometimes we give the ima¬
gination leave to expatiate a little—fancy that you are coming
down, and that we intend next week to dine one day at Dieppe
in Normandy; the price is already fixed, and the wine and
lodging there tolerably good. But, though we build these cas¬
tles in the air, I assure you we live here almost under ground.
I fancy the architects here usually take the altitude of the inha¬
bitants, and lose not an inch between the head and the cieling,
and then dropping a step or two below the surface, the second
story is finished—something under 12 feet. I suppose this was
a necessary precaution against storms, that a man should not be
blown out of his bed into New England, Barbary, or God knows
where. But, as the lodgings are low, they are cheap : we have
two parlours, two bed-chambers, pantry, &c. for 5s. per week;
and if you really will come down, you need not fear a bed of
proper dimensions. And then the coast is safe, the cannons all
covered with rust and grass, the ships moored—no enemy appre¬
hended. Come and see,
‘ -■Nec tela timeres

Gallica, nec Pictum tremeres, nec littore toto
Prospiceres dubiis venturum Saxona vends.’
My wife does not forget her good wishes and compliments upon
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mony, not only to his erudition and good taste , but
also to the high estimation in which he was held
this occasion. How would you surprize all your friends in Fleetstreet, to tell them that you were just come from France , with
a vivacity that every body would believe to be just imported
from

thence !”

“ Brighthelmstone, August . . 1736.
“ We are now about taking our leave of that very variable
element the sea. After it had smiled upon us for a month, it is
at present so black and angry, that there is no seeing or ap¬
proaching it. It is all either fog or foam; and I truly pity every
body who cannot fly from it. We harl this morning some hopes
of entertaining your Society with our discoveries upon the beach.
The sea had thrown up a piece of an old coin, grown green with
salt water : but, instead of an Otho’s head, it proved only a frag¬
ment of Charles I. ; and I humbly nodded over it, as one of the
friends of The Mitre.* Pray let me know which way your re¬
searches run at present in that Society. We have here a very
curious old font,f covered over with hieroglyphicks, represent¬
ing the two Sacraments, which rise in very bold but bad relievos
on each side of it.”
His cursory observations upon Warburton’s Divine Legation,
on its first appearance, will by many be thought interesting :—
“ Mr. Warburton’s bookI is but just arrived in this country ;
and, I believe, had scarce found its way so soon, if it had not
been for the uncommon zeal of a young Preacher at our Visita¬
tion : he took it into his head to censure the performance, and
was much too angry—placing him with Sextus Empiricus and
* The Tavern , where the Society of Antiquaries then held
their regular meetings.
t Engraved in **The Antiquarian Repertory,” vol. III . pp. 56.
and 255, old edition. •
$ “ The Divine Legation.”—Nichols’s Anecdotes, vpl. I . p. 120.
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by the best and most learned of his contemporaries.
The first publication in which he was engaged seems
Spinoza among the Antients. Who would have thought of such
gentlemen meeting together, unless it was in the Mysteries?—
We suffer equally by the extremes of too much or too little zeal;
having so many nice criticks to observe the conduct of Clergy
Writers, that are equally offended with a Dutch phlegm or a
Spanish fire. For my part , I wonder what has given so much
offence in this book: or why it is they are so angry with a Wri¬
ter who, in all appearance, means no harm. It is true he is fond
of new tracts, and, like a brisk adventurer, strikes out for fresh
discoveries. Where is the hurt of this ? Some things may suc¬
ceed well; and if he fails, the loss is his own venture. Though
I do not approve of many passages, as to his arguments, con¬
clusions, critique, expression, references, &c. yet I see nothing
worth being angry or alarmed at, and am often pleased with
things new to me, and arguments well managed. I do not un¬
derstand what they mean by a moral sense ; but, as others do,
it may be of use. And, surely, the First Book may pass with¬
out censure ; and I agree with you, that there are many things
well done in it. The next Book is a little more enterprising,
which I have not yet gone through.—But here I find myself
often obliged to him. Why we had that long story of the
Mysteries I know not ; but the puppet-show in Virgil is very
pretty, and he has made the whole allusion very consistent:
though, by the same rule that Virgil’s sixth book is a represen¬
tation of the Mysteries, Homer’s eleventh Odyssey should be so
likewise; and then you would have antient and modern Mysteries,
and between both might discover many great improvements in
antient Legislation. He is, indeed, too much inclined to favour
the wisdom of the antient Legislators : with him the magistrates
were all sages, and the people dupes.
“ As to critique, it generally gives way to hypothesis: his
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to have been recommended to him rather by a
sense of filial piety , than by his own opinion of his
scheme is the point in view, not the correctness of his authori¬
ties ; otherwise his Princeps, his Hierophanta, &c. the Preface to
Zeleucus’ Laws, the iyKparua in his Sermon, had never passed
off so readily. Whoever can suppose that preface Zeleucus’s,
may suppose Mr. Pope’s preface to Homer Caxton’s. And his
quoting Jerom for a she-mystagogue, when the passage says
oeternd debilitate castus, is as surprising, p. 193, k. This was
well corrected in the Grub-street. And where does tynpareia
signify keeping a due temper in disputes, or searches after
knowledge?
“ The little prejudice of raisingthe Egyptian Antiquities above
the Jewish has been the foible of several great men ; noris that
any excuse for idle prepossession; Moses stands upon a level, at
least, with any antient writer ; is as good an authority for antient customs; and may justly claim a precedence, when the
dispute lies between him and authors many centuries after him ;
which makes it something mysterious why the writing upon two
tables of stones might not pass for an original, without suppos¬
ing it an Egyptian custom, as he does, p. 196. And, to make
his mysteries agree with the order observed by Virgil, he is a
little inclined to new model his morality; making suicides, and
those who give a loose to exorbitant passions, rather miserable
than wicked, p. 205 : and yet making the Fathers guilty of de¬
praving and vitiating the Christian Religion, for adopting the
terms and phrases (for I think he has carried his proofs no far¬
ther) of the mysteries. These terms, when in use, were in them¬
selves innocent, and would perhaps more naturally affect the
superstitious Heathens. But is there any great hurt in this?
Might he not as well charge our Liturgy, as borrowing from
Baal, “ O Baal, hear us,” mutatis mutandis? I will allow that
there was too much indulgence among the antient Christians in

titsvb
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fitness for the task , or by the desire of literary
fame. It was the learned work of his father-in-law,
Dr. Wotton , upon the laws of Hoel Dha , and
was printed in 1730. To this he wrote the Latin
Preface , and otherwise prepared it for the press :
but so lightly did he esteem his own labour upon
this book, that in allusion to some favourable public
notice which Mr. Bowyer had taken of the Pre¬
face, he says, “ The less you say of it the better,
for I have no ambition to be, or to be thought,
an author .” In the spirit of this declaration , he
seems to have generally acted in the course of
this particular ; but, as many of the Fathers had been formerly
friends to the Mysteries, I cannot wonder at some indulgence,
much less think it so extremely criminal. But, after all, I have
as much inclination to indulge Mr. Warburton as they had the
old phraseology, and can imagine the design of both to be very
excusable. It is plain Mr. Warburton is no enemy to paradoxes :
his very scheme is a proof of it ; a medium to prove the Divine
Legation of Moses never thought of before. I take the plain
case to be this :—The legislation of Moses all along supposes
a future state ; it is taken for granted. There was, perhaps, in
his opinion, no occasion to insist on it particularly. The very bury¬
ing of Joseph would, among Heathens, have been thought proof
enough of it ; but our Saviour’s answer to the Sadducees puts it
past doubt. Upon this supposition, therefore, the proof of a
Divine Legation is brought to a nearer issue, by his miracles,
by his promises of temporal rewards and punishments; which
no Legislator but a person sent by divine authority would have
ventured to have promised in the manner he has done.”—
Nichols’s Anecdotes, vol. iv. p. 450—3.
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his subsequent life ; for, although he was the
author of several learned Tracts upon various
subjects , which excited considerable attention at
the time , yet some of them were published with¬
out any name annexed , and others were incor¬
porated with the works of his friends . He took a
copy of the famous Chichester Inscription , which
is now in the Duke of Richmond ’s garden , and
caused it to be engraved for the collection of Welsh
Laws . He was also the author of several of the
Notes to the English Version of Bleterie ’s Life of
the Emperor Julian • and was associated with Mr.
Bowyer in the translation of Trapp ’s Lectures on
Poetry , and in many learned Annotations on the
Greek Testament . His opus magnum, however,
was “ the Connexion of the Roman , Saxon , and
English Coins, ” deduced from " Observations on
the Saxon Weights and Money .” This learned and
ingenious work is said to have made its appearance
from the press in consequence of a discovery made
by Martin Folkes , Esq . of the old Saxon pound ;
and it now forms the chief foundation of Mr . Clarke ’s
literary character . It was extolled by the scholars
of his day as replete with curious and profound
learning , and not less remarkable for the clearness
and sagacity of its reasoning , than for the taste and
discernment displayed in its specimens and illus¬
trations . The publication was followed by letters
of congratulation from some of the most distin¬
guished persons in the kingdom ; and notwithstand-
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ing the progress of antiquarian knowledge
since
his time, it still continues to be a standard
work
upon the subject , and is consulted by all who
are
desirous of cultivating this recondite department
of ancient literature . The work appeared in
one
volume, 4to . in 1767.
Of the pious and exemplary manner in
which he
performed all the duties of the several offices com¬
mitted to him, whether parochial or diocesan ; of
his many amiable qualities in domestic life ;
and,
more particularly , of that union of
contentment,
patience , and benevolence, which procured for him
the name of mild William Clarke, many
proofs might
be adduced , as well from his extensive
correspon¬
dence , as from a variety of circumstances in
his
conduct , which have been preserved in the recol¬
lection of his descendants ; but it would be wholly
superfluous to collect these scattered notices for
the purpose of exhibiting , what would, after all,
be
an imperfect representation of his character
; when
we have it in our power to present to our
readers
portraits of himself and his wife, drawn from the
life, by one who was intimately acquainted
with
their persons and manners, and perfectly
compe¬
tent not only to appreciate the virtues which
he
undertook to describe, but to represent them in
their just relations and harmony with each
other
—we mean Mr. Hayley.
“ Mr. Clarke was not only a man of extensive
eruVOL . I.
c
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dition , but he had the pleasing talent of commu¬
nicating his various knowledge in familiar conver¬
sation , without any appearance of pedantry or pre¬
sumption . There was an engaging mildness in his
his countenance and manner , which brought to the
remembrance of those who conversed with him,
the portrait of Erasmus . Indeed he bore a great
resemblance to that celebrated personage in many
particulars : in the delicacy of his constitution , in
the temperance of his life, in his passion for letters,
in the modest pleasantry of his spirit , and in the
warm and active benevolence of his heart . As
men, they had both their foibles ; but foibles of
so trivial a nature , that they are lost in the radiance
of their beneficent virtues.
“ Antiquities were the favourite study of Mr.
Clarke , as his publications sufficiently shew : but
he was a secret , and by no means an unsuccessful,
votary of the Muses . He wrote English verse
with ease, elegance, and spirit . Perhaps there
are few better epigrams in our language than the
following, which he composed on seeing the words
Domus ultima inscribed on the vault belonging to
to the Dukes of Richmond , in the cathedral of
Chichester:
‘ Did he, who thus inscrib’d the wall,
Not read, or not believe , St . Paul,
Who says there is, where’er it stands,
Another house not made with hands,

EDWARD

DANIEL

CLARKE.

19

Or may we gather from these words,
That house is not a house of Lords V*

“ Among

the

unstudied

pieces

of his

classic

poetry , there were some animated stanzas, de¬
scribing the character of the Twelve English Poets,
whose portraits , engraved by Vertue , were the
favourite ornaments of his parlour : but he set so
modest and humble a value on his poetical com¬
positions , that I believe they were seldom com¬
mitted to paper , and are therefore very imperfectly
preserved in the memory of those to whom he
sometimes recited them . His taste and judgment
in poetry appear , indeed , very striking in many
parts of his learned and elaborate Connexion of
Coins . His illustration of Nestor ’s cup, in parti¬
cular , may be esteemed as one of the happiest
examples of that light and beauty , which the learn¬
ing and spirit of an elegant antiquary may throw
on a cloudy and mistaken passage of an ancient
poet.
“ He gave a very beneficial proof of his zeal for
literature , by the trouble he took in regulating the
* The inscription, which is on a mural tablet at the
East end
of the Duke’s vault, near St. Mary’s Chapel, is in these
words:
“ Sibi et suis, posterisque eorum,
Hoc Hypogseum vivus F . C.
Carolus Riehmondise, Livinioe,
et Albiniaci dux,
anno aeree Christian®, 1750.
Hcec est Domus ultima.”
C 2
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library of the Cathedral to which he belonged . He
persuaded Bishop Mawson to bestow a consider¬
able sum towards repairing the room appropriated
to this purpose . He obtained the donation of many
valuable volumes from different persons ; and, by
his constant and liberal attention to this favourite
object , raised an inconsiderable and neglected col¬
lection of books , into a very useful and respectable
public library.
“ As to his talents as a divine, he might , I think,
be rather esteemed as an impressive and doctrinal,
than as a highly eloquent preacher . In the more
important points of his professional character , he
was entitled to much higher praise . In strict at¬
tention to all the duties of a Christian pastor , in
the most active and unwearied charity , he might
be regarded as a model to the ministers of our
church . Though his income was never large , it
was his custom to devote a shilling in every guinea
that he received , to the service of the poor. As a
master , as a husband , and as a father , his conduct
was amiable and endearing ; and, to close this im¬
perfect sketch of him, with his most striking fea¬
ture , he was a man of unaffected piety , and evan¬
gelical singleness of heart.
“ Having thus given a slight yet a faithful ac¬
count of Mr. Clarke , let me now speak of the
admirable woman who was the dear companion of
his life, and the affectionate rival of his virtues.
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Mrs . Clarke inherited , from her father Wotton , the
retentive memory by which she was distinguished;
and she possessed the qualities in which Swift
considered him as remarkably deficient, penetration
and wit . She seemed, indeed , in these points,
rather related to the laughter -loving Dean of St.
Patrick ’s, than to his solemn antagonist . The
moral excellence of her character was by no means
inferior to the sprightly activity of her mind.
Nature and education never formed, I believe, a
more singular and engaging compound of goodhumoured vivacity and rational devotion . Her
whole life seemed to be directed by the maxim,
which one of our English bishops adopted for his
motto , ‘ Serve God, and be cheerful.’ There was
a degree of irascible quickness in her temper , but
it was such as gave rather an agreeable than a dan¬
gerous spirit to her general manners . Her anger
was never of long continuance , and usually eva¬
porated in a comic bon-mot, or in a pious reflection.
She was perfectly acquainted with the works of
our most celebrated divines, and so familiar with
the English muses, that , even in the decline of her
life, when her recollection was impaired by age
and infirmities, she would frequently quote , and
with great happiness of application , all our eminent
poets . She particularly delighted in the wit of
Butler ; and wrote herself a short poem, which I
am unable to recover , in the manner of Hudibras.

“ Her

sufferings
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on the

death

of her

excellent

husband were extreme ; and though she survived
him several years , it was in a broken and painful
state of health . Through the course of a long life,
and in the severe maladies that preceded her dis¬
solution, she displayed all the virtues of a Christian
with uniform perseverance , but without ostenta¬
tion.
“ Such were these amiable persons . I have en¬
deavoured to give a very simple description of
two characters,who being themselves most steadily
attached to simplicity and truth , would have been
wounded by the varnish of less faithful and more
elaborate praise : yet , as they were both fond of
verse, I am tempted to add a little tribute of affec¬
tionate respect to their memory, in the following
epitaph:
“ Mild

William

Clarke

, and

Anne

his

wife,

Whom happy love had join’d in life,
United in an humble tomb,
Await the everlasting doom.
And blest the dead ! prepar’d as these,
To meet their Saviour’s just decrees!
On earth their hearts were known to feel
Such charity, and Christian zeal,
That should the world for ages last,
In adverse fortune’s bitter blast,
Few friends so warm will man find here,
And God no servants more sincere.”
Nichols ’s Anecdotes , vol . iv. p. 372.
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It can be scarcely necessary to apologize to the

reader for thus introducing to his notice the cha¬
racters of two persons, who, besides their near
connexion with Dr . Clarke , and the reverence and
alfection with which he always spoke of them,
were so truly excellent and amiable in themselves,
and have been so happily described by the author
whom we have quoted . But we acknowledge a
farther object in thus dwelling upon the qualities
of this gifted pair. To those who were well ac¬
quainted with the subject of the present memoirs,
and who still bear his image impressed in lively
colours upon their remembrance , the picture will
be productive of additional interest from the re¬
semblance they cannot fail to trace between some
of the most pleasing parts of these portraits , and
several of the features which were most prominent
in the mind of Dr . Clarke ; and if they , who knew
him not , would fancy to themselves, the learning,
the benevolence, and the communicativeness of
mild William Clarke, happily blended with the
memory, the vivacity, and the quickness of Anne
Wotton , and the whole brightened with a glowing
enthusiasm which was peculiarly his own, they
might then form to themselves some notion of that
singular assemblage of qualities which gave the
charm to the conversation of Dr . Clarke ; a charm
which we may venture to affirm, those who knew
him well will never forget, and the like of which

24

THE

LIFE

OF

they can scarcely hope ever to meet again. Mr.
Clarke retired to Chichester in 1768, after having
resigned the living of Buxted , which he had held
for forty -four years , to his son. He died in 1771.
The tribute to his memory which is subjoined*
* “ Memorise Sacrum
Wiihelmi

Clarke

, A . M.

Cancellarii et Canonici Ecclesise Cicestrensis:
Quem pietate, literis, moribus urbanis,
humanitate et modestia ornatum
concives et familiares sui
uno ore ubique confessi sunt;
et si ipsi siluissent,
testarentur ipsius scripta :
In communi vita comis, laetus, utilis,
facile omnes perferre ac pati promptus,
ingenui pudoris, magni et liberalis animi:
In ecclesia suadens, facundus concionator,
ut non soliim in aures fidelium,
sed etiam in animos
veridica stillaret oratio,
precibus offerendis fervidus et profluens,
ut, tanquam sanctior flamma,
in ccelos ascendere viderentur:

In parochia pastor vigil, laborum plenus,
indoctis magister, segris solamen,
abjectis spes, pauperibus crumena:
tamen eleemosynas suas adeo occulte,
adeo lat&disseminavit,
ut illas non nisi dies ultima judicii ultimi
revelare potuerit.
Natus est, anno 1696 in comitatu Salopiensi
et ccenobio de Hagbmon:
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was composed by his son, and placed in Buxted
church ; but the inscription on his tomb which is
in the cathedral of Chichester behind the choir,
was written by himself.
He left a large collection of manuscript sermons,
which were submitted at his death to the perusal
Primis literis imbutus in Salopiee schola;
collegiiS’ti Johanniis, Cantabrigiae, socius:
Primo Adamo Ottlfty, Menevensi Episcopo,
postea Duci Novo-Castrensi, Thomee Holies,
a sacris domesticis:
Tandem ad rectoriam de Buxted inter Regnos
a Wilbelmo Wake, Archiepiscopo Cantuariensi,
propter sua et egregia soceri sui
Wilhelmi Wottoni merita,
sine ambitu collatus.
Obiit Cicestrise, Oct. 21, A.D. 1771.”
“ Sepulchrak marmor, quo subjacet Cicestrim,
virente adhuc viridi senectd,
mente solidd et serend, sic imcripsit

The

short inscription:
“ Depositum Gulielmi Clarke , A.M.
Canonici et Cancellarii hujus Ecclesiae:
qui obiit [Octobris 21°]
A.D. [1771] aetatis[75.]
Uxorem Annam,
Gulielmi Wottoni, S.T.P.
et Annee Hammondi filiam;
et Liberos duos
superstites, reliquit.”

sic inscripsit refers to the following
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of Dr . Bagot, bishop of St . Asaph ; and so favour¬
able was the opinion which this accomplished pre¬

late formed of their merit and usefulness, that he
was induced to express an earnest wish for their
publication : for some reason however this wish
was never fulfilled ; they seem indeed to have
been dispersed at an early period after his death.
Some of them were given, at his Lordship ’s re¬
quest , to the late bishop of Chichester , Sir William
Ashburnham ; and were inadvertently burnt at his
death with his other papers . Some of them are
still left amongst the manuscripts of the late Dr.
Clarke, and others, it is believed , are in the hands
of Dr . Stanier Clarke.
The fruit of his happy union with Anne Wotton
was three children , two of whom only survived
him ; namely , Edward , the father of the subject of
this memoir ; and a daughter Anne, who died un¬
married at an advanced age at Chichester , and
was buried in a cemetery adjoining the cathedral.
To this lady , who seems to have been every way
worthy of the stock from which she sprang, Mr.
Hayley , who was long her intimate friend and cor¬
respondent , addressed some verses upon the fear
of death . They have never before been printed ;
and they are now presented to the reader chiefly
with a view of illustrating the character of the lady,
and of adding another testimony to the many we
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shall have occasion to exhibit of the wide diffusion
of native talent amongst the different members of
this family .*
* On the Fear

of

Death ;—an Epistle, to Mrs. Anne Clarke,
by William Hayley, Esq.

Thou! whose superior and aspiring mind,
Can leave the weakness of thy sex behind;
Above its follies and its fears can rise,
Quit this low earth, and gain the distant skies;
Whom strength of soul, and innocence have taught,
To think of Death, nor shudder at the thought;
Say, whence the dread that can alike engage
Vain, thoughtless youth, and deep-reflecting age;
Can shake the feeble, and appal the strong;
Say, whence the terrors that to Death belong?
Guilt must be fearful; but the guiltless too
Start from the grave, and tremble at the view.
The blood-stain’d pirate, who in neighbouring climes,
Might fear, lest Justice should o’ertake his crimes,
Wisely may bear the sea’s tumultuous roar,
And rather wait the storm, than make the shore.
But can the mariner, who sail’d in vain,
In search of fancied treasure on the main;
By hope deceiv’d, thro’ various perils tost,
His strength exhausted, and his viands lost;
When land invites him, to receive at last,
A full reward, for every danger past;
Can he then wish his labours to renew,
And fly the port, just opening to his view?
Not less the folly of the tim’rous mind,
Which dreads that peace it ever longs to find;
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Mr. Edward Clarke was born at Buxted in 1730.
At an early age he was placed under the care of
Which worn with age, and toss’d in endless strife,
On this rough ocean, this tempestuous life;
Still shuns relief, and shakes with abject fear,
When sickness shews Death’s friendly haven near.
The love of life, it yet must be confess’d,
Was fix'd by Nature in the human breast;
And Heaven thought fit, that fondness to employ,
To teach us to preserve the brittle toy.
But why, when knowledge has inform’d our thought,
Years undeceiv’d us, and affliction taught,
Why do we strive to grasp with eager hand,
And stop the course of life’s quick-ebbing sand ?
Why weakly covet what we can’t sustain,
Why dead to pleasure, would we live to pain ?
What is this sentence from which all must fly,
Oh ! what this horrible decree to die?—
’Tis but to quit, what hourly we despise,
A fretful dream, that tortures as it flies:—
But hold, my pen, nor let a picture stand,
Thus darkly colour’d, by this gloomy hand !
Minds deeply wounded, and by spleen oppress’d,
Grow sick of life, and sullen sink to rest;
But when the soul, possess’d of its desires,
Glows with more warmth, and burns with brighter fires;
When Friendship soothes each care, and Love imparts
Its mutual raptures to congenial hearts ;
When joyful life thus strikes the ravished eye,
’Tis then a task,—a painful task,—to die.

See! where Philario, poor Philario lies !
Philario,—late the happy as the wise;
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Mr. Gerison , his father’s curate, and afterward
became the pupil of Mr. Markland, who was then
Connubial Love, and Friendship’s pleasing power,
Fill’d his good heart, and crown’d his every hour:
But sickness bids him those lost joys deplore,
And Death now tells him, they are his no more:
Bless’din each name of Husband, Father, Friend,
Must those strong ties, those dear connexions, end ?—
Must he thus leave to all the woes of life,
His helpless child, his unprotected wife?
In vain would Faith before his eyes display,
The promised realms of never-ending day ;
While thus to Earth those lov’d ideas bind,
And tear his lab’ring, his distracted mind.
But lo ! the gates of pitying Heaven unfold:
A form divine descends, on clouds of gold;
Peace in her eye, and strength with sweetness join’d,
Speak the bright mission for relief design’d.
See! to Philario moves the flood of light,
And Resignation bursts upon his sight.
See! to the cross which in her hand she bore,
Humbly she points, and bids the world adore ;
Then sweetly breathing, in his soul inspires.
A Christian spirit, and devout desires :
Hark ! his last words1—his dying pray’r’s begun ;
“ Lord ! as in heaven, on earth thy will be done!’’
Calm in his soul, his painful struggles cease;
He bows adoring, and expires in peace.
Oh Resignation! thou unerring guide
To human weakness, and to earthly pride !
Friend to distress! who can’st alone control,

Each rising tumult in the madd’ning soul;
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resident at Uckfield , a small town within the parish
ofBuxted . He inherited his father’s passion for
literature , and seems to have trod in many of his

thine alone from deepest ills to save,
To soothe the woes of life, and terrors of the grave.
Spirit divine!—support me with thy power!
Shed thy mild lustre o’er each passing hour!
Calm ev’ry trouble, and confirm my mind,
’Tis

Serene, tho’ feeling; cheerful, tho’ resign’d !
And thou, my friend ! while thus in artless verse,
Thy mind I copy, and thy thoughts rehearse;
Let one memorial, tho’unpolish’d, stand,
Rais’d to thy friendship, by this grateful hand !
By partial favour, let my verse be tried,
And ’gainst thy judgment, let thy love decide!
Tho’ I no longer must thy converse share,
Hear thy kind counsels, see thy pleasing care ;
Yet memory still upon the past shall dwell,
And still the wishes of my heart shall tell;
O be the cup of joy to thee consigned,
Of joy unmix’d without a dreg behind !
For no rough monitor thy soul requires,
To check the frenzy of its vain desires;
No poignant grief, to prove its latent worth,
No pain to wean it from the toys of earth;
But calm and peaceful can alike survey,
This gloomy world, and Heaven’s eternal day.
Then while the current of thy life shall flow,
While Heaven yet lends thee to thy friends below;
Round thee may pleasure spread a cheerful scene,
Mild as thy heart,—and as thy soul serene !
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footsteps through life. Like him, he was elected
fellow of St . John ’s College, Cambridge ; and he
also succeeded him, in consequence of the resig¬
nation of which we have spoken, in the living of
Buxted . But before this event took place, which
led to his final settlement in life, he had mingled
largely in the active business of the world , and had
passed several years abroad in situations from
which a man less gifted than himself could not fail
to derive many advantages . His first preferment
was the rectory of Pepper -Harrow , in Surrey,
to which he was presented in 1736, by Viscount
Middleton . It is probable , however, that he never
resided upon this living ; for, in 1760, he went
abroad as chaplain to Lord Bristol , who was ap¬
pointed ambassador extraordinary to Madrid.
It was during his residence in this capital , that
he collected the materials which he afterward com¬
municated to the world , under the title of Letters
concerning the Spanish Nation , written at Madrid
during the years 1760 and 1761.
On his return to England in 1763, he married
Anne, the daughter of Thomas Grenfield, Esq ., of
Guildford , in the county of Surrey , of whom we
shall have frequently occasion to speak hereafter ;
And oh ! when time shall bid thee yield thy breath,
And take thy passage thro’ the gates of Death ;
May that last path without a pang be trod,
And one short sigh conduct thee to thy God !
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and in the course of the same year, he accompanied
Governor Johnstone to Minorca, in the quality of
chaplain and secretary . 1767 he thought himself
called upon, in the exercise of his official duties,
to publish a pamphlet , entitled , “A Defence of the
Lieutenant -Governor, in reply to a printed Libel.”
This work which was dedicated to Lord Northing-

ton , at that time president of the council, was
written with great ability and spirit ; but it seems
to have excited some alarm in the mind of his fa¬
ther , who with his characteristic mildness and good
sense thus expresses himself to Mr. Bowyer upon
the subject of it : “ These warm contests about
the government of Minorca have affected us : my
son, as secretary to the governor, could not avoid
having some concern in them, and may perhaps
lose his post ; but it is a little hard to make per¬
sons suffer for what they do by the directions of
their superior in office.” It is clear, indeed , that
such a controversy , however naturally arising from
one part of his duty , was not very congenial with
the spirit of the other ; and although his father ’s
fears do not appear to have been realized, they add
force to a lesson which the whole proceeding ob¬
viously inculcates , that two such offices ought
rarely , if ever, to be united in the same person.
Having returned from Minorca in 1768, he was
soon afterward inducted to the vicarages of Willingdon and Arlington, in Sussex, through the in-
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terest of his father : and towards the end of the
same year , he succeeded to the rectory of Buxted;
the permission for his father ’s resignation having
been obtained from Archbishop Cornwallis, through
the means of the late Marquis , with whom Mr.
Clarke had happily formed a connexion during his
residence at Minorca . From this period to his
death , which happened in 1786, Mr. Clarke re¬
sided constantly upon his living, devoting himself
chiefly to the cultivation of letters , and to the care
of his parish and family ; and occasionally min¬
gling in the peaceful society of the families around,
to which his amusing and instructive conversation
always rendered him peculiarly acceptable . At
the request of his friend Thomas Steele, Esq ., re¬
corder of Chichester , he undertook to finish the
education of his two sons : the eldest of whom,
the Right Honourable Thomas Steele , was after¬
ward well known in Mr. Pitt ’s administration ; and
as long as his health permitted , he was occasionally
occupied in engagements of a similar nature . Be¬
sides the publications already mentioned , he had
a copy of Greek Hexameters , in the Luctus Aca¬
demic Cantabrigiensis , in 1751, on the death of
Frederick , Prince of Wales ; and, in 1755, he pub¬
lished a letter to a Friend in Italy , and Verses on
reading Montfaucon. About this time, also, he
had a project , in concert with Mr. Bowyer , of
editing an improved Latin Dictionary,by reducing
VOL . I .
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that of Faber from a radical to a regular form;
of which , for want of encouragement , only a single
sheet was completed : and in 1759, he published
a Sermon , preached at the Roll ’s Chapel , Decem¬
ber 9, being the day appointed to return thanks
to Almighty God for a victory over the French
fleet , the 20th of November . Besides the tribute
to his father’s memory already mentioned , he drew
up several Latin epitaphs , one of which , in honour
of his friend and instructor , Mr. Markland, we
shall subjoin* .
* This inscription

was written soon

after Mr. Markland’s death :

“ Memoriae Sacrum
JeREMI

^E MARKLiNDK

Qui, quanquam splendidiores eum
et literee et virtutes ornaverant,
semper modestissime se gessit:
omnes benigne, doctos urbane
et, quod mirere magis,
'
etiam indoctos sine supercilio excep
explicandis
et
In restituendis
Gyaecis et Latinis Poetis,
Statio, Euripide, Horatio, Juvenate,
et praecipue Novi Foederis libris,
cautus, acutus, felix,
et, si quando audacior,
tamen non inconsultus :
In edendis Maximo Tyrio et Demostlrene
cum Davisio et Tayloro conjunctus
utrisque et auxilio et ornamento fuit.-
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Nor should we omit to mention, that towards
the latter part of his life, he contemplated a folio
edition of the New Testament in Greek. His in. tention was to have printed the text after the
impression of Dr . Mill, with select notes from the
most celebrated critics and commentators —speci¬
fying either in the prolegomena , or the notes , the
alterations which Mill had proposed . His own
copy prepared for this purpose , and another inter¬
leaved and filled with notes by his father , are still
in the possession of Dr . Stanier Clarke.
It is much to be regretted , that this project,
which was altogether worthy of his learning and
Sequantur alii Famam,
aucupentur Divitias,
Hie ilia oculis irretortis contemplatus,
post terga constanter rejecit.
A coetu tandem et eomnnmione omnium
per hos triginta annos proxime elapsos
in solitudinem se recepit,
studiis excolendis et pauperibus sublevandis
unic&intentus.
Memorise viri sibi amicissimi,
et prseceptoris et parentis loco,
viri candore, humanitate, modestia, doctrina,
religione demum ornatissimi,
dat, dicat, dedicat,
olim Discipulus.
Obiit prope Dorking , in comitatu Surrite,
Julii 7°, 1776,
annum agens octogesimum tertium.”
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office, and for which he had such ample stores
provided , both of his own and his father 's, never
proceeded farther than the printing of the propo¬
sals ; nor is any reason assigned , in Mr. Nichols’s
Anecdotes , for its being abandoned ; but , as his
health seems to have declined several years before
his death , it is not improbable that the indolence
and want of exertion , which indisposition is too
apt to produce , might have been the cause, that
neither this, nor any other of his literary labours,
ever afterward appeared before the public . He
died at Buxted , in 1786, and was buried in the
chancel of his own church.
Mr. Clarke left three sons and one daughter , the
youngest of the family. Of these , Edward Daniel,
the subject of these memoirs , was the second . He
was born, as we before stated , at the vicarage -house
of Willingdon , in Sussex , in the short interval which
elapsed between his father’s return from Minorca,
and the removal of his family to the rectory at
Buxted . His elder brother , Dr . James Stanier , who
is well known to the literary world by his various
publications , was born at Minorca : he has had the
honour to be domestic chaplain to his present Ma¬
jesty , both before and since his accession to the
throne , and is now a canon of Windsor , and rector
of Tillington in Sussex . The younger , George,
was born at Willingdon : he was a captain in the
navy , and after many years of distinguished service,

EDWARD

DANIEL

CLARKE.

37

was unhappily drowned in the Thames , on a party
of pleasure , in 1805. His sister Anne, married to
Captain Parkinson of the Navy , and now living at
Ramsgate , was born after the settlement of the
family at Buxted.
Edward Daniel Clarke is represented to have
been from his infancy a most amusing and attrac¬
tive child ; and particularly to have exhibited in
the narrow sphere of his father ’s parish , the same
talent for playful conversation and narrative , which
ever afterward distinguished him in the various and
extensive circles, through which he moved. He
was the special favourite of the poorer neighbours
and of the servants in his father’s family ; and his
sister well remembers the delight which sat upon
the countenance of every domestic , when master
Ned could be enticed from the parlour to recount
his childish stories in the kitchen . Indeed , it should
be remarked , that to the last moment of his life, his
manner to servants and inferiors was unusually kind
and considerate ; at the same time , it was such as
savoured more of benevolence than of familiarity,
and , though it invariably created attachment , it
never diminished the respect due to himself. On
the pursuits which occupied his childish years , it
would be idle to dwell at any length ; but , from
circumstances which have been communicated to
us, it may be worth while to state , that he shewed
when very young a decided inclination to those ob-
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jects of science, which were the favourite studies
of his later years : nor were there wanting at this
early period many striking indications of that ar¬
dent and enterprising spirit , which, whether it led
him to distant regions in pursuit of knowledge , or
prompted him to labours and experiments at home,
was ever afterward incessantly at work within him ;
rising , indeed , in its aims and objects as he ad¬
vanced in years, and appearing to burn with a
brighter and a purer flame, in proportion as the
frail tenement in which it dwelt was hastening to
decay . But as little traits of conduct , and even
occasional observations , under particular circum¬
stances , serve more effectually to give an insight
into character , than the most laboured attempts at
description , we have thought it right to insert the
following stories communicated by his sister , as
being better calculated to shew what sort of a boy
he was than any thing we can say.
Having upon some occasion accompanied his
mother on a visit to a relation ’s house in Surrey,
he contrived before the hour of their return , so com¬
pletely to stuff every part of the carriage with stones,
weeds , and other natural productions of that coun¬
try , then entirely new to him, that his mother , upon
entering , found herself embarrassed how to move ;
and, though the most indulgent creature alive to
her children, she was constrained , in spite of the
remonstrances of the boy, to eject them one by one
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from the window . For one package , however,
carefully wrapped up in many a fold of brown
paper , he pleaded so hard , that he at last succeeded
in retaining it ; and when she opened it at night
after he had gone to sleep, it was found to contain
several greasy pieces of half burnt reeds , such as
were used at that time in the farmers’ kitchens , in
Surrey , instead of candles ; which he said, upon
inquiry , were specimens of an invention that could
not fail of being of service to some poor old women
of the parish , to whom he could easily communi¬
cate how they were prepared.
Another childish circumstance , which occurred
about the same time, is worthy of recital , not only
because it indicates strongly the early prevalence
of the spirit to which we have alluded, but be¬
cause it accounts in some measure for the extra¬
ordinary interest he took throughout his life in the
manners and the fortunes of gypsies . At this pe¬
riod, his eldest brother was residing with his rela¬
tions at Chichester ; and, as his father 's infirm state
of health prevented him from seeing many persons
at his house, Edward was permitted frequently to
wander alone in the neighbourhood , guarded only
by a favourite dog, called Keeper . One day , when
he had stayed out longer than usual, an alarm was
given that he was missing : search was made in
every direction , and hour after hour elapsed with¬
out any tidings of the child. At last, his old nurse,
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who was better acquainted with his haunts , suc¬
ceeded in discovering him in a remote and rocky
valley above a mile from his father 's house, sur¬
rounded by a group of gypsies , and deeply intent
upon a story which one of them was relating to
him. The boy, it seems, had taken care to secure
their good will with some victuals which he had
brought from his mother ’s pantry ; and they , in
return , had been exerting their talents for his
amusement . Many of the stories which he thus
obtained were treasured with great delight in his
memory , and often brought out, as occasion served,
for the amusement of his rustic audience.
He received the rudiments of his education at
Uckfield, under the same Mr. Gerison whom we
have already noticed : a clergyman , whose singular
habits and scraps of learning are still remembered
and talked of in that village and its neighbour¬
hood. He had been long ago the curate of the
grandfather ; and, having had the care of the son,
was now intrusted with the education of the grand¬
son. What progress Edward Clarke made in
grammar under this veteran schoolmaster does not
appear ; but it is evident from the following story,
that , whether from his master or his schoolfellows,
or both , he had imbibed a very barbarous pronun¬
ciation of his mother tongue.
In the later years of his life, Mr . Clarke’s health
go far declined, as to render the duty of the church,
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particularly in Lent, extremely fatiguing to him;
and not thinking himself justified , under the cir¬
cumstances of his family, in incurring the expense
of a curate , he had been persuaded by his friends
to allow his son Edward to relieve him, by reading
one of the lessons. Accordingly , upon a day ap¬
pointed , Edward took his station in the desk be¬
side his father ; and when the time for his part ar¬
rived, began , with a voice which was always
strong and sonorous, to read aloud the chapter al¬
lotted to him . It happened to be the 10th of St.
Luke, which contains the story of the good Sama¬
ritan . The affair went on tolerably well for some
time ; but when he arrived at the 35th verse, and
had uttered with a genuine Sussex twang ; “ And
on the morrow, when he departed , he took out
tuppence, and gave them to the host, ” his father,
unable any longer to tolerate the sound, and dread¬
ing something more of the same character , gave
him secretly a sharp twitch on the foot, and push¬
ing him impatiently away , finished the lesson him¬
self. Nor could he ever afterward be prevailed
upon to renew the experiment . Under such un¬
lucky auspices did the subject of this memoir com¬
mence the practice of an accomplishment , which,
in after life, he carried to so great a degree of per¬
fection, that no one ever heard him in private read¬
ing or recitation , or in the exercise of his public
duties as a lecturer or a preacher , without being
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struck with the correctness of his pronunciation,
and delighted with the sweetness of his voice, and
the skill and good taste with which he managed it.
In 1779, being somewhat more than ten years
old, he was removed from his village preceptor,
and sent with his two brothers to the grammarschool of Tunbridge , at that time conducted by
Dr . Vicesimus Knox . But here his progress did
not seem to be very satisfactory . Dr. Knox ac¬
knowledged his abilities : nor was it probable , in¬
deed, that an intelligent mind like his could be in¬
sensible to the existence of talents which were ob¬
vious to every ordinary observer ; but he was soon
compelled to complain that his pupil was deficient
in application . To many, who have witnessed the
laborious habits of his later days , this report will
probably appear extraordinary ; and to others,
who were acquainted with many traits of patient
industry exhibited by him even at the time we
speak of, we know that it has appeared erroneous.
But , notwithstanding this persuasion , there can¬
not be the slightest doubt of the j ustice of the com¬
plaint , so far as the usual objects of boyish educa¬
tion were concerned ; for, besides the unquestiom
able authority upon which it rests , the fact was
well known to his schoolfellows at the time , many
of whom are now living ; and was decisively con¬
firmed by the state of his classical acquirements
when he came to college.
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In truth , his case, though rare , is by no means
singular : nor are such instances confined to great
schools, although they are certainly much more
likely to occur where the superintendance of the
principal is extremely subdivided , than where the
smallness of the number will admit of more indi¬
vidual attention and more discriminating care . It
happens unavoidably in seminaries, where many
boys are classed and taught together , that only
one plan of instruction and one class of stimulants
can be employed . Now admitting , what many
would be disposed to question , that for every prac¬
tical purpose the same mode of instruction may be
equally applicable to all, it is obvious that the
effects of the same stimulants must be as various
as the dispositions which are submitted to them ;
and since the different progress of boys will de¬
pend not only upon the measure in which the
powers of memory, perception , and attention , are
severally possessed by them , but also upon the
degree in which they are excited and developed
by the means employed , it may and does fre¬
quently happen , that a boy of good natural parts
will fail of making an adequate advancement
amongst his schoolfellows, merely from the cir¬
cumstance of these stimulants not being such as
would be the most effectual with him.
But if, in addition to this want of sensibility
to the ordinary excitements , he should have i;n-
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bibed an early taste for some particular pursuit,
foreign to the immediate business of the school,
and should possess withal the means of indulging
it , the evil is then greatly aggravated . The powers
of his mind become diverted from their appro¬
priate labours to others which are less suited to
his age, and of course less profitable to him : and
his improvement in the school is impeded not only
by the time occupied in his favourite pursuits at
the expense of his allotted task , but also in pro¬
portion ' as the pleasure he derives from the studies
of his own choice indisposes him for those which,
besides their having no apparent object , are only
associated in his mind with ideas of punishment
and privation . For this evil, which, when it has
once begun , every succeeding day renders more
inveterate , a large school affords no prospect of
relief ; for however accessible a boy ’s mind may
be to some of his schoolfellows, it is generally
closed to the master , who, having no clue to the
cause of his failure, would be at a loss to admi¬
nister the proper remedy , even if the choice were
ready to his hand.
Such, we apprehend , was the case with Edward
Clarke ; for, while he had justly enough the cha¬
racter with his master of being an idle boy , while
he was notorious with his schoolfellows not only
for the neglect of his own exercises , but also for
the ingenious and good-natured tricks which he
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played to interrupt the labour of others , he had his
own studies , which he was delighted to cultivate,
and his own quiet hours which he contrived to set
aside for them . It is communicated to us, upon
the best authority , that he was in the habit of
saving his pocket -money to buy candles , and that,
after his schoolfellows were asleep, and all the
house at rest , he would settle himself in bed com¬
fortably for reading , and occupy his mind with
some favourite book ; and that , one night in par¬
ticular , having pursued his studies longer than
usual , and sleep having crept upon him unawares,
he was only prevented from being burnt in bed
by the seasonable arrival of the usher, who happily
came in at the very moment when the bed-clothes
had taken fire.
It cannot be questioned that these eccentric
habits have their enjoyments ; it may also be true,
that in particular cases they lay the seeds of future
compensation in the independent character which
they give to a man’s exertions in his future life,
and in the habit which they nourish and support
of seeking pleasure from study , distinct altogether
from a sense of the advantages to which it leads ;
a pleasure which no one possessed more amply,
or relished more keenly , than he of whom we
speak . But , lest any one, who may chance to
read these pages, should be disposed to imitate his
example , or to look upon it with complacency in
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thers , it cannot be too strongly urged , that the
experiment is exceedingly perilous , and would
rarely be successful, even in the partial view we
have mentioned ; that the loss arising from it is
immediate , decisive, often irremediable , and some¬
times nothing less than utter ruin to the boy;
while the advantage is distant , obscure , and to the
last degree uncertain ; capable of being reaped
only by a few, and, even with these, dependant
upon a fortunate concurrence of circumstances
which can rarely be supposed : and, lastly , that
Dr . Clarke himself always felt very sensibly , and
regretted most forcibly, the disadvantages under
which he laboured from his neglect , in his earlier
years , of the ordinary school studies.
What those attractive subjects were which thus
engrossed the attention of Edward Clarke, to the
manifest injury of his classical progress , it is diffi¬
cult for us to know ; but that some of them at
least referred to popular experiments in chemistry
and electricity , may be clearly inferred from seve¬
ral humourous exhibitions which he used to make
in his father ’s house during the holidays , to the
entertainment , and sometimes to the dismay , of
the neighbours and servants, who were always
called in upon these occasions to witness the won¬
ders of his art . In the pursuit of these experiments,
it is remembered that he used , in spite of the re¬
monstrances of the cook, to seize upon tubs , pots,
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and other utensils from his father ’s kitchen , which
were often seriously damaged in his hands ; and that
on one occasion he surprised his audience with a
thick and nauseous cloud of fuming sulphureous
acid, insomuch that , alarmed and half suffocated,
they were glad to make their escape in a body a s
fast as they could. It does not appear , however,
that his attachment to these sedentary pursuits
prevented him from partaking in the active plea¬
sures and amusements which were suited to his
age, and in which his light and compact figure,
uniting great agility with considerable strength,
was calculated to make him excel. Every sort of
game or sport which required manliness of spirit
and exertion , he was ever foremost to set on foot,
and ever ready to join ; but in running , jumping,
and swimming, he was particularly expert.
By these exercises he was unconsciously pre¬
paring himself for those difficulties and hardships
which he had afterward to encounter in his travels ;
and to his skill in swimming, in particular , he owed
very early in life the delight , which no one could
feel more strongly than himself, of saving his
younger brother , George, from that death which
seemed by a fatality to await him. He was one
day seized with the cramp while bathing in the
moat which surrounded his father ’s house, and
having already sunk under the surface in the sight
of the servant who had charge of him, he would
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inevitably have been drowned , if Edward , who
had been alarmed by the man’s cries had not
plunged immediately to his relief, and dragged him
by his hair to shore .
But this boyish portion of his life was destined
to be short : for, in the spring of 1786, when his
father ’s illness had taken a more decided turn , and
serious apprehensions were entertained of a fatal
termination of it, it was thought adviseable to
hasten his departure for the University . He was
only sixteen years of age, and there was clearly no
reason arising from his proficiency, which called
for this early admission to an academic life. But
an opportunity had offered, through the kindness of
Dr . Beadon , one of his father ’s friends, then master
of Jesus College, at Cambridge , and now the venerable Bishop of Bath and Wells, of obtaining for
for him the chapel clerk’s place in that society ; and
the advantage was thought too important , in the
critical circumstances of the family, to be neglected . Accordingly , about Easter of that year ,
he was removed from Tunbridge school, and sent
to take possession of his office in Jesus College, to
which several active duties were attached . But
before we lose sight of Tunbridge school, in which
he seems to have passed his time with some profit
and much happiness , it is due both to the master
and to the scholar, more especially after what has
been already said, to state , that the first recorded
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effort of his muse is a sort of thanksgiving ode upon
the recovery of Dr . Knox, from a dangerous illness
in 1785. It was not a task imposed upon him, but
the spontaneous effusion of his own grateful heart,
under a strong sense of the care and kindness he
had experienced from his master . The composition,
although respectable as coming from a schoolboy,
is not of sufficient merit to entitle it to insertion.
Having remained at College, in the exercise of
his office, till the period of the Commencement in
that year, he returned to spend his summer va*
cation under his father’s roof : and, at the close of
it, he once more took leave of his parents , to fix
himself permanently in College. The parting upon
this occasion, between himself and his mother , to
whom he was tenderly attached , is described as
having been particularly painful. The moment,
indeed , was critical for both . The rapid decline
of his father ’s health could no longer be concealed
from the son ; and, under the melancholy fore¬
bodings of a calamity, so fatal to her own happi¬
ness, and so threatening to the prospects of her
children , it was no wonder that “ all a mother’s
fondness should be in her eyes, and all her tender
passions in her heart .” But the prudence of the
friend was not lost in the affection of the parent;
and while the feelings of her son, naturally warm
and passionate, were unusually excited , she took
advantage of the occasion to prepare him for the
VOL . I .
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sad but instructive lesson that he would soon be
called upon to practise .' She imparted to him the
actual circumstances of the family, and their future
prospects ; she did not conceal from him that their
main support depended upon the precarious tenure

his father’s life ; that his immediate allowance
from them could be but small ; and that , in the
event which they had so much reason to dread , he
would have to depend altogether upon his own
exertions for his future advancement in life. The
effect of this confidence was such as might natu¬
rally be expected upon a generous and affectionate
mind . He quitted her under the strongest emotions
of grief, but with the most solemn pledge—a pledge
which, to his honour be it spoken , he did more than
keep—that , from that time , whatever difficulties
he might have to encounter (and many and trying
to our knowledge have they been), he would con¬
tend with them alone ; that his own exertions
should be indeed his sole dependance ; and that no
emergency whatever should induce him to apply
to his parents for further pecuniary aid. From that
hour he saw his father no more ; but a strong im¬
pression was left upon his mind by this affecting
scene ; and the event which quickly followed, only
served to fix it there more deeply . His father ’s
disorder terminated sooner than was expected.
Within a few weeks after his departure , his brother
James (who had been for some time at St . John’s
of

EDWARD

DANIEL

CLARKE.

51

College) and himself received a summons to attend
his death -bed . But they arrived too late . Of all his
children , his daughter only was present at his last
moments ; and the circumstances which preceded
and accompanied his death have been communi¬
cated by herself, with so much truth and feeling,
that it has been thought proper to give them in
her own words. “ A flattering change had taken
place in my father’s health ; his hearing , which had
been much impaired , was almost entirely restored.
He was able to return to his books, and to read to
his family aloud in the evening ; and had begun to
revise his History of Spain , probably with a view
to another edition . These deceitful prognostics
had raised the liveliest hopes in the minds of his
family and friends. His neighbours again resorted
to his house, to enjoy his delightful and improving
society ; and it was while he was surrounded by
these, in the full flow of conversation , even while
the unfinished sentence lingered on his lips, that
his tongue faltered,—his hand sunk, —a painful
struggle was visible, and the voice, beloved and
revered , had ceased for ever. During two days
he lingered speechless ; and, before his two
eldest
sons could arrive from College, or the youngest
from school, his sufferings were over, and his wife
and children were doomed to experience that
severe reverse of fortune, so frequent in the cle¬
rical profession. A short time after, at midnight,
e 2
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the post -chaise , which contained James and Ed¬
ward , drove up to the door. Their mother was in
bed : they flew with filial affection to her chamber,
and, kneeling down beside her in speechless grief,
mingled their tears with hers. Young and father¬
less—just entering into life, and thus rudely
checked on the very threshold of it—their lot
seemed to me lamentable indeed . Years have
since passed away , and other griefs have been
allotted to me ; but the recollection of that night
of sorrow can never be effaced from my mind.”
There is certainly no calamity in life more try¬
ing to a young family, than the loss of an intelli¬
gent and affectionate father . But, perhaps , there
is an acuteness of feeling in the preceding descrip¬
tion, surpassing the sorrow which such a loss,
however grievous, would commonly inspire . Mr.
Clarke , it should be observed , had enjoyed a con¬
siderable income from his preferment for many
years ; but he had always lived hospitably and
liberally , and had spared no expense in the edu¬
cation of his children . Thus, a severe alteration
in the circumstances of the family ensued at his
death ; and, as his daughter was at that time old
enough fully to comprehend the different bearings,
and the full extent , of their calamity , we cannot
wonder at any strength of expression , which even
the remembrance of such a scene may have sug¬
gested to her.

