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CHAP . VII.
Vienna— Paris—His return to England—Residence at Cam¬
bridge- Bust of Ceres—Tomb of Alexander—His marriage
—Lectures in Mineralogy—Made Professor of Mineralogy.

The

tour , which

had already

continued

three

years , was now drawing to a close. On arriving
in Germany , Mr. Clarke considered himself on
beaten ground , and excepting a long letter from
Hungary to his biographer unfortunately lost,
containing an account of the Hungarian and Tran¬
sylvanian mines, the latter of which they visited
in company with the archdukes Antoine and
Renier , nothing beyond a few short notices of his
intended route homewards was afterward received
by his friends . From these , however, it appears,
that he arrived at Vienna the latter end of May,
when he received the mournful intelligence of his
mother ’s death , the grief for which kept him almost
secluded in that capital for several weeks. During
the latter part of his stay , however, he attended
the Lectures of the Abbe Gall, on Phrenology,
with which he was at the time greatly captivated,
and visited all the most celebrated institutions
and collections of the city , under the guidance of
VOL, ii .
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his friend, Mr. Hammer , the distinguished oriental

scholar already mentioned , whom he had met at
Cairo ; by whose assistance he was also enabled
to make some considerable additions to his mine¬
rals and manuscripts . From Vienna he set out for
Paris in the beginning of July , and in consequence
of a previous arrangement , which the short peace
of Amiens afforded an opportunity of carrying into
effect, the author of this Memoir left England
about the same time to meet him. By the mistake
of a banker at Paris , the proposed meeting was
prevented until the beginning of September ; and
when at last it did take place, the appearance of
Mr. Clarke was calculated to detract greatly from
the pleasure which his friend had anticipated.
His health was evidently broken by the fatigue
and sickness he had encountered in his journey,
and his spirits were at times exceedingly depressed
by the loss of his mother . It seemed, for the mo¬
ment, that every tie which bound him to his native
land was weak in comparison of that which had
just been broken ; and his heart , instead of dilating
as it was wont to do, at the prospect of the Bri¬
tish shore after a long absence, shrunk fearfully
within him at the thought of revisiting a country
where he had no longer a home to receive him,
nor a mother to welcome him. Of his singular
affection for his mother no one who has read his
letters will need to be reminded ; but it is an act
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justice on the part of one who knew her well to
state , that her excellent and amiable qualities
amply merited all the kindness and attention with
which it was repaid . It was not natural , however,
that this state of depression , either mental or cor¬
poreal, should continue long. The comparative
ease, and regular living which he enjoyed at Paris,
soon restored him in a great measure to his former
health and appearance , while the number and
variety of interesting objects at that time assem¬
bled at Paris , with the delight of meeting
again some of his early friends, and the society
of the most eminent literary men of that capital,
soon dispersed the gloom which hung upon his
mind. Amongst the latter were the Abb6 Haiiy,
Mr. Faujat de St . Fond , Lecturers in the Jardin
des Plantes , General le Grange, General Andreossi,
and several other members of the Institute , to
whom he had been known in Egypt . With all of
these , the quickness of his understanding and
manners , and the eagerness of his philosophical
inquiries , heightened exceedingly the interest in
his character , which the report of his travels had
begun . They formed occasionally part of an
agreeable and instructive society, English and
French , which met at supper almost every night
at his hotel ; and as some of them were men of
eminence under the consulate, and cordially dis¬
posed to use their influence in his behalf, many
o2
of
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private collections in Paris , as well as other ob¬
jects of great interest , not usually shewn to stran¬
gers, were open both to himself and his friends.
By the Abb6 Haiiy in particular , to whom he
attached himself as a pupil and a friend, he was
treated in return with a degree of confidence and
kindness , which was not less instructive than it
was gratifying to him. Besides the advantages
he derived from the public Lectures of this Pro¬
fessor, in the Botanic Garden, which he regularly
attended , he was indebted to him for much private
information upon the theory of crystals , a difficult
and interesting branch of mineralogy, which owed
much of its development to the Abb6, and with
which Mr. Clarke then for the first time became
acquainted . Nor did this friendship, or the bene¬
fits Mr . Clarke derived from it, end here. It was
supported by frequent communications till the
Abba’s death , as well as by many reciprocal at¬
tentions to each other’s friends—and the readiness
of the Abb6 to attend to his old pupil ’s queries
after he became professor, was productive of many
curious discussions, which are still preserved in a
mass of mineralogical papers , collected and ar¬
ranged by Dr . Clarke himself. Amongst these
occupations and pursuits , Mr. Clarke lingered till
late in the autumn at Paris ; detained there , how¬
ever, not more by the interest he took in them,
than by the indescribable dread of returning to
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England , which again revived as the time ap¬
proached ; at last, however , in the beginning of
October , the party set out for England together,
and Mr. Clarke having restored his fellow-traveller
(Mr. Cripps ) into the hands of his friends, in
Sussex , who received him as one risen from the
dead ; and having made a painful pilgrimage to
his mother ’s house, at Uckfield, where not a trace
of his family remained (for his sister was married
and settled in another county ), prepared to take
up his residence at Cambridge before the division
of the term.
Thus ended a journey , which, whether we con¬
sider the extent and variety of the countries tra¬
versed, with their singular political relations and
situations at the time, the treasures of every kind
that were collected, or the celebrity acquired,
may perhaps be deemed as remarkable as any
which modern times, pregnant as they have been
with instances of this kind of merit , can boast . It
is to his own elaborate work, indeed, for which
the results of his maturer labours were naturally
reserved , and on which his reputation with poste¬
rity must ultimately rest , that the reader ought
to be referred for the proofs of this assertion ; but
as this is not accessible to all, his biographer is
unwilling to dismiss so important a period of his
life, without calling the attention of the reader to
the character of those resources and attainments
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which were displayed in it. Of his general quali¬
fications as a traveller , it may be said, that they
were at this time of a much higher cast , than when
he made his first journey to the continent . With¬
out having abated a single tittle of his unconquer¬
able spirit , he had gained much on the side of
judgment and experience ; while his later studies,
particularly those at Cambridge, had enlarged the
sphere of his observation , and added considerably
to the strength , as well as to the variety of his re¬
marks . To affirm, indeed, that his knowledge was
now at its height, or in any respect comparable to
what he afterward attained , would be injurious to
his reputation , and unjust to the memory of a life,
of which, from this date , every year abounded
more and more in labours than that which had
preceded it ; but , to say the least, it was even
then more than sufficient for all the purposes of
inquiry and research ; and all his other qualities,
with the exception of his health, which time would
not have improved, were in their full vigour and
perfection . Of the buoyancy and elasticity of his
mind under difficulties and dangers , of the exertion,
industry , and zeal, displayed by him under every
circumstance of the journey , it is difficult to speak
too highly ; and in the sagacity and quickness
with which he discovered objects most worthy of
attention , even in those departments of literature
with which he was less conversant , and the inge-
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nuity and perseverance he displayed , for the
acquirement of such as could be acquired with
honour, he was superior to every traveller of his
day . Considering , indeed , how few and scanty
were the means placed at his disposal , how little
aid he derived from diplomatic influence or autho¬
rity , or from any public men, or body of men, how
frequently he had to struggle , even at the most
critical moments of his researches , with fatigue,
sickness , and privations , his acquisitions in the
various departments of antiquity , art , and science,
must be considered as marvellous . He had
dispatched to England more than seventy cases of
his own before he left Constantinople , while his
companion had upwards of eighty , obtained under
his advice and influence. In this manner the
whole of his liberal income from Mr. Cripps was
expended ; and, when that failed, that he might
not interrupt the career of his acquirements , he
sold his Italian collection, to supply fresh re¬
sources ; prompted , not by a sordid spirit of traf¬
fic, as his whole life evinces, but by a genuine love
of science, which was his ruling passion, and a
patriotic desire of adding to the literary riches of
his country . Even in botany , of which he was
ignorant as a science, it is surprising how much he
did in this journey , towards extending the know¬
ledge and enriching the collections of his country¬
men. Besides the plants which he collected in
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every country where he trod , amongst which were
many new species, he brought to England two
entire Herbariums from the two extremities of
Europe —one from Lapland , and the other from
the Crimea.
That he had faults at this time, that his conclu¬
sions were often too sweeping and too hasty,
and that his feelings were sometimes suffered to
take too free a course, even in matters which
were more immediately within the province of
reason , it would be equally vain and uncandid to
deny . But these faults appear but rarely , while
the general accuracy of his remarks is daily con¬
firmed by unquestionable authority —by the reports
of travellers who have visited the same countries
since, by the numerous extracts from his pages in
works of argument as well as taste , by the grow¬
ing weight , attached to his authority since his
death , and finally (if his biographer may be per¬
mitted to suggest it) by that more accurate exa¬
mination of the papers connected with this tour,
which his present mournful duty has imposed upon
him ; amongst which there appear so many full
and well-assorted documents, obtained from the
most authentic sources ; so many references to
local authorities , to the habitats of plants , to the
situation and distribution of minerals, and to cata¬
logues of books and natural history ; as to make
it manifest, that whatever may be the value of the
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inferences and illustrations , which his own learn¬
ing and the communnications of his friends have
since added to his travels, their chief merit and
interest must be traced to the wide scope of his
own observations, the extent and industry of his
inquiries, and the fidelity with which the results
of them were recorded at the time.
The documents which follow, though subsequent
in point of time, will serve to throw light upon
these observations ; the first a kind and playful
note to Mr. Cripps , noticing some results of their
botanical researches ; the second a letter to Mr.
H . D. Whittington , containing a set of rules for tra¬
vellers, evidently founded upon his own practice,
and shewing what it was.

To John May'ten Cripps, Esq.
Original discoverer of the Convolvulus of Ineada , fyc . fyc . Gothic
Cottage , Wimbledon Common, Surrey.

Harlton

.-

-

“ I have the satisfaction to inform you, that the
list of new discovered species found by us in
Greece, already amounts, according to Lambert ’s
list, to sixty . As I am referred to in naming them,
I have insisted upon tacking your name to one of
them , a tall robust shrub ; a new species of convol-
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vulus. This I have inserted in my travels under
the name of Convolvulus Cripsii. Lambert
had
already given mine to a little veronica not bigger
than your thumb — Veronica Clarkiana. I wrote to
say, they should be engraved together in the same
plate , for they grow together in Turkey . He ob¬
jects to this, as the veronica, he says, will look like
a speck, beneath the broad foliage of the tall con¬
volvulus. I have, however, sent to say, this is my
wish, that it may be an emblem of the journey
undertaken under your auspices, and that I may be
seen to blossom beneath your sheltering branches.
You must have a drawing made by Sowerby,
and coloured, of the convolvulus cripsii , for
your drawing-room, and put the little veronica
into a tooth -pick case.”

To H . D . Whittington, Esq.
Chui »tmas -Day.

“When I recollect that about this time you
were to be at Petersburg , I regret that I have
delayed writing so long ; but I had no letters to
offer you for Russia, as you must be well con¬
vinced ; nor shall I trouble you with a visit from
the police, by adding my name to this ; so you
must guess who I am, for I am aware (as of a cer¬
tainty ) that this letter will be read by the virtuous
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agents of the Russian government, before you will
be permitted to see a line of it.
“ Things remain as you left them ; now and
then a gownsman is smuggled into the other world
and his death attributed to any other cause than to
the fever. Two men of Magdalen College have
deceased , and the physicians swear they died of
the aurora borealis. Fiott , after his long travels,
has been here, and gave me a most interestingaccount of his route . He actually entered the
tombs of the Macedonian kings at Edessa , now
called Vodina, near Thessalonica ; make these
sepulchres , therefore , a main point , for Fiott wrote
no account of them . Be pleased also to remember
that you are never to conceive that you have added
enough to your journal ; never at liberty to go to
sleep, because you are fatigued , until you have
filled up all the blanks in it ; never to go to the
bottom of a mountain without also visiting its
top ; never to omit visiting mines where there
are any ; never to listen to stories of banditti ; nor
in any instance to be frightened by bugbears.
Remember the arragonite of the grotto of Antiparos, in stalactites , radiated from their centres ; also
the famous bas-relief which is in the castle of Cos,
facing the sea, and of course the manuscripts of
Patmos . Do not load yourself with brass medals,
but get all the fine silver and gold medals that come
in your way, at the rate of the value of double
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their weight . Live, as much as you can, after the
manner of the people of the country where you
happen to be. Endeavour to get specimens of the
famous tree -pink (Dianthus Arboreus) fromScyros,
and send some of the seed of it to me as fresh as
it can be conveyed : if kept until you return , the
seed will not grow. Turn all marbles which you
find lying flat on the soil. Visit all the goldsmiths
or silversmiths. Take a fac-simile of the inscrip¬
tion in Tempe . Ascertain the heights of Parnas¬
sus, Hymettus , and the European Olympus . Dig
near the temple of Bacchus, at Naxos . Have with
you a boat-compass and a telescope, in Greece.
Any thing may be done by bribing the local
aghas.
“ Burckhardt is at Grand Cairo, and Gell at
Naples.
“ If Guaringhi the artist be yet living in Peters¬
burg , remember me to him ; the same also to Bush
the gardener , at Tsarsko -Selo.
“ All

here

unite

in

every

good

wish

and kind

remembrance for you, not only of this season, but
of all ‘times, tides , and ends .’ Xaips.”

The narrative left Mr. Clarke preparing for his
permanent residence in Jesus College, from which
there was no longer any thing to divert him : it
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was, in fact, his only home ; but had this been
otherwise , Cambridge would undoubtedly have
now been the residence of his choice. With the
progress of his travels his ardour for science had
increased , and that which was before the prevalent,
had now become the habitual principle of his mind.
Hence it came to pass, that while the glimpse he
had before enjoyed of the literary advantages of
an academic life, had remained fresh and vivid in
his mind, the little rubs and vexations he had ex¬
perienced there were forgotten . Besides, he could
not but feel that the character in which he was
about to appear in the University , was widely
different from that which he had sustained before.
In every part of England, his reputation as a tra¬
veller had preceded him ; but in Cambridge in
particular , where his letters had been frequently
read and canvassed, and the nature and extent of
his enterprises had been better known, the esti¬
mate of his talents had risen very considerably,
and a favourable reception was secured for him
with those persons on whose good opinion he was
disposed to place the highest value. Here, there¬
fore, in the latter end of November, 1802, he com¬
menced a residence, which, under various circum¬
stances , was continued almost without interruption
for nearly twenty years , till the period of his
death : during which long time, his attachment to
the place seemed to increase with every year that
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passed over him, nor did there exist within its
precincts a man more anxious for its welfare and
reputation , more attached to its distinguished
members individually and collectively, more de¬
sirous of encouraging every species of honourable
talent , and every branch of useful information,
more prodigal of his own exertions , or more dis¬
posed to honour those of others.
For some time he took no college office, nor was
such an employment essential to, or even com¬
patible with his views, for Mr. Cripps still con¬
tinued with him as his pupil , and the engagements
arising out of his travels, were quite sufficient to
occupy all the time he had to spare : amongst
these his first care was to collect and examine the
various cases and packages which had been await¬
ing their arrival at the different custom-houses of
the country ; and considering the remoteness of
the places from which they had most of them been
dispatched , and the variety of conveyances to
which they had been intrusted , it was matter of
just congratulation , that so little either of loss or
injury had been sustained . One accident indeed
had occurred which had nearly been of the most
serious importance . The ship Princessa , prin¬
cipally freighted with their most valuable acqui¬
sitions from Greece, was cast ashore during their
absence, upon the coast of Sussex, near Beachy
Head , and not far from the estate of Mr. Cripps,
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This gentle¬

man having heard of the accident , and knowing that
there were several packages on board for his son,

hastened immediately to the spot , and by his
timely interference and care, secured such articles
as had received no injury, and saved from farther
damage those which had suffered from the wet.
Amongst the former was the celebrated bust of
Ceres , and other valuable marbles ; amongst the
latter , the beautiful manuscript of the Arabian
Nights, * which had cost them so much time and
* It is a curious fact, that Mr. Hammer, who was commissioned
by the Austrian government to purchase antiquities in Egypt,
and who was Dr. Clarke’s competitor for this manuscript, at
Cairo, and afterward for the fragment of a statue amongst the
ruins of Sais, in which he conceived himself to have been out¬
manoeuvred by Dr. Clarke, says in a letter to liim afterward, of
the manuscript, without knowing its fate —“ I told you I ought to
have had it, and it will never favour with you meaning, that it
would never prosper with him. This gentleman, a linguist of
the highest merit, was recommended by Dr. Clarke to the author
of this Memoir, at Cambridge, in Dec. 1800, during his own
absence. Of the Saitic statue (now in the Public Library) he
then said nothing, though he afterward complained in the Vienna
Gazette, of Dr. Clarke’s mode of acquiring it ; but much amuse¬
ment was afforded by his account of the keenness and adroitness
of our traveller in pursuit of the MS. Arabian Nights, at Cairo,
It happened that Mr. Pitt was at this time upon a sort of can¬
vassing visit in the University, and saw Mr. Hammer; he heard
of him first at a supper at Jesus Lodge, where in the company
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pains to obtain at Cairo, and which , though sent
back to Constantinople for the purpose of being
restored , was never afterward of any value. Be¬
sides this, several cases of drawings and plants,
were broken up in the confusion, and their con¬
tents dispersed ; and though Mr. Cripps continued
to receive information respecting some of the
articles at Newhaven , for several years , he never
could trace them to their possessors.
Of all these treasures , the first place in Dr.
Clarke ’s mind was given to the Ceres ; and this,
not only on account of the high distinction to
which the statue was destined in the University,
but for the rank he assigned to it, amongst the
monuments of the purest age of Grecian sculp¬
ture , and the many classical associations con¬
nected with its history . By the liberality of the
government it was allowed to be taken out of the
custom -house, duty free ; and when at last a place
had been assigned to it, by the University authoof some young travellers, particularly Mr. Malthus, &c. he was
induced to unbend in a very easy conversation respecting Sir
Sidney Smith, the massacre at Jaffa, the Pacha of Acre, Clarke,
Carlisle, &e. The next day, he desired to be introduced to Mr.
Hammer at the commemmoration.dinner at Trinity, and con¬
tinued with him his inquiries about Sir Sidney Smith ; Mr. Pitt
spoke highly at the supper of Carlisle’s translations from the
Arabic, the poetry of which he thought beautiful, and some of
them he seemed to know by heart.
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rities in conjunction with the donors, and the
proper preparations had been made for its recep¬
tion , it was securely placed upon its pedestal , with
all due form and honours, in the most conspicuous
part of the vestibule of the Public Library , on the
1st of July , 1803 ; and the names of Dr . Clarke
and Mr. Cripps were , by the desire of the Univer¬
sity , inscribed upon the base . This event was a
source of great gratification to Mr. Clarke—it was
the triumph of an honourable wish, which having
been conceived at the moment of its successful
departure from Eleusis , had been fondly cherished
by him ever since, and was now accomplished in a
manner the most agreeable to him. Indeed it was
a subject of fair congratulation , both to himself
and Mr. Cripps , that this celebrated monument,
whose removal had been attempted in vain by one
of the most powerful ambassadors at Constan¬
tinople , and which was guarded no less by the
superstition of the neighbouring inhabitants , than
by the natural obstacles of its own weight and
magnitude , should have been transported in safety
to the University by the exertions and address of
two of its private members. The public appear¬
ance of the statue was quickly followed by a
tract from his pen, which naturally grew out
of the transaction , and was indeed important to the
illustration of it . In this little work, which is en¬
titled , ‘Testimonies of different Authors , respecting
VOL . II .
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the Colossal Statue of Ceres,’ the monument in
question is clearly proved to be the very individual
bust, described as lying at Eleusis , by Wheler
and Spon , Pococke , Chandler , &c. and considered
generally as the representation of the goddess . A
learned distinction is also drawn between the
ornaments and costume of the Canephorse and
Cistophori , and those of the Eleusinian goddess,
with which they had been confounded ; and a
short account is added , of the manner in which the
property of the travellers in the statue had been
acquired , and the means by which its removal to
a vessel in the Piraeus had been effected. The
pamphlet was published in the summer of 1803,
and is thu's noticed in a letter to his biographer,
the closing lines of which cannot fail of raisingmany pleasing recollections in the minds of those
who were acquainted with Dr. Clarke’s College
rooms and their ornaments.

To the Rev. William Otter.
“Jesus

College

, July 10th , 1803.

c‘The Ceres is more and more admired ; as for
our master , he pulls off his gown and dances round
it . The vice-chancellor sent for me, and commu¬
nicated the thanks of the University , and desired
them to be sent in due form to Cripps , and added,
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that the University insisted on our names being
cut on the pedestal . My little pamphlet is not to
be distributed gratis : the good Tyrwhit hit upon a
plan, of which I envy him the proposal . The price
is to be low, but the amount of it is to go to the
poor man who fell from the scaffold and broke his
ribs . This will bring twenty -five pounds to a day
labourer , at one lump, and as the pamphlet will
always sell, as long as lions prowl about the statue,
it will be a little fund for his family.
“ I fear I shall never have courage to quit the
quiet of this place for Brighton . We have such
serene evenings, and green walks, even Tyrwhit is
now seen, basking on our grass plot , and -—
keeps the Gyps in fine order . We are only three
in the whole college. It is like a sweet calm, in a
good port , after a storm , and my days fly like
gentle breezes, swift, but silent ; whispering as
they pass, repose and peace !
“We dine at four, and still have time for a walk
afterward . I cannot afford such a lounge in the
morning, but read and scribble till I get fined for
being too late in hall. iH breakfast I should sigh,
if I were not in my fourth decade , old and callous;
when the thought comes across me that Otter will
not call. I have nobody to shew my nonsense to
now ; and, what is worse, I have not had a single
letter . Pshaw ! this last sentence smells of the
sizing bill, which is now lying before me ; potatoes,
p2
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beef , and broth ! I should not have written it
before they closed the shutters , and bolted out
the breezes . May God bless thee ! Here’s your
!!
health oft, as from the mountain’s brow you bend,
Where northern moors, in solitude extend :
Where scarce a hut, through all the dreary waste,
Invites brave Blue Beard to his night’s repast;
Say, will your thoughts to Rhadegunda roam,
And view the wand’rer in his peaceful home ?
While fancy waking, paints the well-known scene,
The walls monastic, and the college green,
The chamber hung with painting’s deathless dyes,
Where breathing canvass bids old Shakspeare rise,*
Where Edwin’s soul in rapture seems to soar,
The peasants smoking at the cottage door,
The tints which Venice froma Titian drew,
De Heem’s warm touch, and Herman’s silver hue,.
Loda’s pale phantom, on the stormy heath,
Thy shipwreck, Vandervelde ! and gulf of death ;

11 And

* This picture had for a while a singular celebrity. In the
term before he made his journey to the North, he found it in a
shoemaker’s shop, covered with filth, and bought it for a guinea,
and in the course of cleaning it he discovered, or fancied he dis¬
covered, the features of Shakspeare in the subject, and the ini¬
tials of Mark Garrard in the corner of the canvass. Under this
impression, he got leave to exhibit it in the Public Library, and
invited the University and the neighbourhood to examine it as
an original portrait of the bard. Nor will those who remember
the fact, easily forget the numbers which the exhibition col¬
lected.
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Or when contrasted, ’midst serener skies,
The gallant vessel , calm at anchor lies ;
Sebastian Bourdon’s sweet maternal smile,
Bercham’s still flocks, and Steenwycke’s hallowed pile !

“ Oh, ’tis wonderful what effect a glass
ale has upon a college muse !”

of

college

His return to college after the vacation in this
year, was marked by many circumstances cal¬
culated to gratify his ambition, and to reward
his labours . The statue of Ceres had succeeded
not only in exciting a high degree of interest
amongst the members of the University , and
its casual visitors, but had attracted to Cam¬
bridge several men of letters and artists , who
came there solely for the purpose of studying
it, or of making designs from it . Amongst these
may be mentioned particularly Mr. Flaxman,
who afterward made a drawing of the complete
figure, according to his own conception of it, which
was engraved by Tomkins, for a subsequent work.
But this was only a prelude to those more ho¬
nourable and more appropriate marks of approba¬
tion which the University had in store for them.
In his opening speech to the senate , the vicechancellor, Dr. Davy, of Caius College, paid a
handsome compliment to the merits of the travellers,
and dwelt upon the credit which had accrued to
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the University from their labours and public spirit;

and before the winter had expired , a grace was
passed unanimously in the senate , for conferring
the degree of LL.D. upon Dr . Clarke, and that of
M.A. upon Mr. Cripps ; and to mark with more
distinction the sense of the University , in confer¬
ring these honours, a second grace was subse¬
quently carried , to defray the whole expense of
Dr . Clarke’s degree from the University chest.
From these academic honours and occupationshis attention was for a while diverted to cares less
peaceful, though happily of a not less innocuous
kind , in which he was also destined to act a con¬
spicuous part . The close of the year 1803 was
rendered remarkable by the patriotic spirit dis¬
played by the nation at large, under the threat of
a French invasion, and particularly by the eager¬
ness with which men of all ranks and professions,
amongst the well-born and the well-educated,
hastened to prepare themselves by military exer¬
cises, for participating in the defence of the
country . In these exercises , however alien from
their usual avocations, the two Universities were
by no means backward to partake . At Cambridge,
four companies were enrolled, including gownsmen
of every rank and degree, and almost of every age;
and as Mr. Clarke was always foremost in every
plan which was calculated to rouse the energies,
either mental or physical , of the University , he
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was exceedingly useful in the formation of the
corps , and was eventually appointed to one of the
companies in it.
The spirit displayed upon this occasion is a
curious feature in the history of the times , and his
own description of the drill, in a letter to Dr.
Sattertliwaite , will perhaps not be thought unin¬
teresting.
To

Dr . Satterthwaite.
“Jesus

College

, Cambridge,

November, 15, 1803.

“ Dear Sat .—I have had so much to say , and
so much to thank you for, that I thought it quite
necessary to sit down in form and write on a folio.
But in this way a letter is postponed from day to
day , and never written . So, therefore , take me as
I am ; just come from practising the light infantry
manoeuvres, over all the hedges and ditches , to¬
wards Madingly ; wet , muddy , and oozing at
every pore. My brother has been here, and passed
some time with me. Malthus left me this morning;
but still new lions pour in—nimporte ! The Bur¬
sar talks of building a new Combination Room;
and certainly we must have a new table in the
hall— we have not room even for the members of
the college, and still less for lions, who always
occupy considerable space.
“ I thank you for the handsome manner in which
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you have complied with all my requests respect¬
ing the Plumbago Mine ; for the case you have
sent ; and the answers you have given to all my
queries . For it was of importance that you should
not only go up the level, but absolutely ascend
the shaft, however fatiguing it might be ; and
although my questions might not all appear of
importance , I shall convince you when we meet
that they were essential.
“ At present nothing is talked of in Cam¬
bridge , but the drill—who shoulders best ; and
who trod down Beverley’s heels in close march¬
ing. Yesterday we had a sort of sham fight, on
Parkhurst , and they all allow we do better than
the Town Volunteers . Colonel Hare came to
see us, and said we were the finest body of men
he ever saw ; and that he would rather command
the University corps , than any regiment in Eng¬
land . Certainly our grenadier company attracts
the notice of all the ladies. Among them you will
see Oand C - , in smart light infantry
jackets , with black stocks, looking as fierce as
Mars . We paraded through the streets , from
Clare Hall to Parkhurst Piece , with a full band of
music. The corps is intended as a nursery of
corps, to supply the nation with officers and drill
serjeants . We are all officers in turn . At present
the corps consists of four companies of thirty men
in each, commanded by Captain Bircham as
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general, and by Thackery , myself, Johnson , and
Dr . Sill, with covering serjeants who succeed to
our posts , when we fall into the ranks ; in the
order you see here:
First
| g
Second
Division , § S’ Division.
Grenadiers, -s

§
g Third
Fourth
. -£> Division. „-'sT Division,
§■«
1«
•C WJGrenadiers.
q
-pq
T3 «
•£
Thackery. ° g E .D .Clarke. o1 Johnson . S Dr. Sill.
Captain Bircham.

“Now you may review us yourself ; and ima¬
gine we are giving the general salute, with the
band playing £God save the King, ’ or the 1Cam¬
bridge University March.’ Don’t you remember
the Swedish air, 1On lofty Mountains roaming ?’
You did not like the words should be made a sing
song ; so I have adapted new words more appro¬
priate ; and I enclose them as they were sung at
the concert here, a few nights ago. I have also
enclosed the answer of the heads to the plan I
laid before them for drilling the laymen members.
You have little conception in your peaceful re¬
treat , what high words, and hot water , has at¬
tended the formation .of this University corps;
nor of the open and insidious attacks it has re¬
ceived from avowed enemies, and pretended,
lukewarm friends. They voted us 200/. from the
University chest lately, towards defraying the
expenses of the drill. I could have wished the
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corps had thanked them for this handsome offer,
and declined accepting it ; but there are some
among us on whom the expense of arms, ac¬
coutrements , and uniform, might fall too heavy.
But what will your surprise be, when I tell you,
that the first person who put down his name for a
musket , under a plea of poverty , was the son of a
nobleman ! I hope he will not engrave his name
on the stock.
“ The Combination is now too numerously at¬
tended to be comfortable ; but the greatest har¬
mony prevails, and we live like one great family.
I believe so large a circle with so much unanimity
would not be found elsewhere . I have not heard
a single expression of ill will, either openly or am¬
biguously , since we met. We have entirely abo¬
lished sizing parties ; which you will feel the
advantage of in a very high degree . There is a
Combination Room every night . If a man has no
other engagement , he is sure of finding a comfort¬
able rubber , and a party of friends ; and if he does
not like cards , there are newspapers and reviews
for his amusement . At supper we order what we
please ; except on a Monday , the gala night; as
commemorating the old Club—on that night , we
have a supper prepared , and all make a point of
attending.
“ Young Wilkins is returned from Greece, and is
going to publish his drawings of ‘Ruins in Sicily,’
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by way of supplement to ‘ Stuart ’s Athens .’ Miss
Wilkins has just finished a most magnificent draw¬

ing, representing the Ceres entirely restored to all
her original majesty , as seated in her temple at
Eleusis . I intend to engrave it in the next edition
of the Testimonies; which will appear with the Tes¬
timonies respecting the Tomb of Alexander, and both
form one volume.
“ There is nothing I dislike so much as that
letters , containing mere gossip, should lie about , or
become placards; therefore , I earnestly beg you
will burn this . At the same time, it will be par¬
ticularly necessary for you to make no other copy
of the following poem, than what the tablets of
your memory may contain. It is the most beauti¬
ful thing I ever heard . I give it you from memory
myself. My brother is publishing a new edition
of the Shipwreck, and he applied to Bowles for a
few lines to add to the Life of Falconer . Bowles
read his letter as he was lounging on the platform
at Portsmouth , looking out to the Isle of Wight;
and going to his room, added this exquisite sonnet
to his answer ■
ON FALCONER , AUTHOR OF ‘ THE SHIPWRECK ;’
LOST AFTERWARD IN THE AURORA.
What pale and bleeding youth, —while the fell blast
Howls o’er the wreck, and fainter sinks the cry
Of struggling wretches, ere o’erwhelmed, they die—
Yet floats upborne upon the driving mast?
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Oh, poor Arion ! has thy sweetest strain,
That charm’d old ocean’s wildest solitude,
At this dread hour, his waves’ dark might subdued ?
Let Sea Maids thy reclining head sustain;
And wipe the blood and briny drops that soil
Thy locks , and give once more thy wretched shell
To ring with melody ! oh, fruitless toil!
Hark ! o’er thy head again the tempest swell!
Hark ! hark ! again the storm’s black daemons yell!
More loud ! the bellowing deep reclaims his spoil—
Peace

! and may weeping

Sea Maids ring thy knell !”

Having now sufficiently provided for the security
and credit of the statues and marbles more imme¬

diately under his control, the next object con¬
nected with his travels to which he directed the
public attention , was the celebrated Sarcophagus,
now in the British Museum , captured from the
French at Alexandria . It is well known how in¬
strumental Dr . Clarke had been in discovering this
noble monument of Egyptian art , when it had
been clandestinely embarked for France , on board
a hospital ship, in the port of Alexandria , and in
rescuing it from the hands of General Menou, and
the French Institute , who clung to it with a de¬
gree of obstinacy almost incredible : and it was
very natural that the interest he had taken in it
in Egypt should revive with its arrival in England;
especially as the origin of the monument soon be¬
came the subject of much speculation and per¬
plexity amongst the learned , and Dr . Clarke con-
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ceived himself to be possessed of evidence calcu¬
lated to throw light upon it . Under this impres¬
sion, he drew up, in 1805, a Dissertation on the
Sarcophagus in the British Museum, brought from
Alexandria . It was inscribed to Lord Hutchinson,
under whose authority he had acted in Alexandria,
and the main object of it was to vindicate the
pretensions of the monument to the title of the
tomb of Alexander . To this hypothesis he had
been first led by the name it bore (the tomb of
Iscander ) amongst the most ancient race of the
neighbouring inhabitants , coupled with the extreme
veneration felt for it as such by the Turks and
other persons of every description in the city of
which this hero was the founder ; and having been
afterward partially confirmed in his opinion by the
reports he found in the works of early travellers,
as well as by the conversation of learned men on
the continent , and at last more decidedly by an
accurate examination of such classical authors as
had treated of the subject of Alexander ’s death
and burial , he collected his proofs and arguments
in a manuscript , which, after being handed about
among his friends, in 1804, was by their advice
published in the following year , under the title
already mentioned . The work had been placed
in the hands of Lord Hutchinson , with a view to
its being printed by the Antiquarian Society , but
was afterward withdrawn at the suggestion of his
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friends, who thought it would appear more expe¬
ditiously , as well as advantageously , from the
University press , the managers of which under¬
took to print it.
“ It was ornamented with an accurate coloured
engraving of the tomb , from a drawing by Alexan¬
der , and accompanied with several appendices , in
one of which was inserted a learned and ingenious
illustration by Dr. Parr , of a Greek inscription
found among the ruins of Tithorea by the author;
and being the first book in which the name of
Edward Clarke had appeared in the title page (all
his former publications having been anonymous),
it was otherwise got up with great care, and at no
inconsiderable cost . But this over-nursing was in
one respect injurious to it . The subject , though
excellent for a pamphlet , was neither popular nor
comprehensive enough for the expensive form in
which it was thus obliged to appear (the price was
eighteen shillings), and the introduction of such
topics as the ruins of Sais and Tithorea , however
interesting in themselves , was so far injudicious,
that it injured the unity of the piece, and added to
the expense without furnishing any ground for the
argument : thus , notwithstanding the advantages
under which it came out , the Work was by no
means lucrative , either to himself or his publisher,
Mr. Mawman, in whose hands a large number of
copies remained for many years . To the author,
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however , it was productive of essential advantage
in many ways . By the few who read it , it was,
for the most part , well received and highly esti¬
mated ; amongst whom are mentioned by himself,
Porson , Parr , Dr . Zouch, Lord Aberdeen , Dr.
Henley (Principal of Hertford College), Dr . Knox
(his early tutor ), Mr . Tyrwhit , Mr. Matthias , &c. ;
all of whom gave their countenance and approba¬
tion, and some their assistance or advice in the
work . It was the means, also, of making him
more favourably and more intimately known to
other men of learning and genius, whose friendship
he never lost . Above all, it gave him confidence
in his own powers , and enabled him to stand upon
much higher ground , when soon afterward he had
to treat with the booksellers for his travels . ' Nor
can it be denied , that his position was maintained
with great ingenuity : by many learned persons,
the proofs were considered conclusive, as their
letters shew ; others , more reserved, readily ex¬
pressed their surprise that such a mass of evidence
existed ; and all were disposed , to allow, that a
vague and obscure tradition had been elevated in
his hands to the rank of a learned and probable
conjecture . Of the congratulatory letters ad¬
dressed to him upon the occasion of this Work,
one only will be given. It is from Dr . Knox, and
has been selected not less for the good feeling
displayed in it , than because it was particularly
gratifying to Dr . Clarke himself.
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OF
, March 28th , 1805.

“Accept my sincere acknowledgments for your
valuable present , rendered still more valuable by
your kind remembrance of me. It is indeed highly
gratifying to me, to see one of my scholars ad¬
vancing in fame as you do ; and not forgetting the
guide of his boyish studies . It is one of the
sweetest rewards of my laborious profession to
see eminent scholars shining in the world , and
acknowledging that they owe something of their
lustre to him who assisted them in the elements
of literature . I congratulate you on your success,
and say, *Macte , puer , sic itur ad astra .’
“ I am highly pleased with your very curious
book : it displays great ingenuity , and must com¬
mand’ the attention and respect of all lovers of
classical antiquity . I do admire that ardour of
mind which overcomes all obstacles, in pursuit of
its favourite and laudable objects ; I well remem¬
ber the symptoms of it when you were at school;
it constitutes what I call literary heroism.
“ I shall make it my business, when in London,
to inspect the Sarcophagus ; I shall touch it with
a kind of awe ; by your assistance , I shall be an
elegant spectator of it.
“ My family all unite in best respects to you,
with dear Sir,
“Your much obliged,
and faithful humble servant,
“V . Knox ”
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Some objections to the hypothesis had been
started in the Monthly Magazine, before the publi¬
cation of the Work , which were answered by Dr.
Henley , in an Appendix to it ; and others appeared
afterwards in the Literary Journal , to which Dr.
Clarke replied himself in a letter to the Trustees
of the British Museum. This again gave occasion
to several communications with Professor Porson*
and Dr . Parr , upon the critical meaning of several
Greek words which had been introduced into it;
and also with Dr . Henley , upon the sacred writings
of the Egyptians , in all of which he took great
interest ; and it will convey some notion of the
extraordinary activity of his mind at this period,
to add, that in the very midst of this controversy
(Easter , 1805) he composed and sent to press a
treatise on Mineralogy , principally intended for
students , of which the following notice is given in
* Where the chain of his evidence becomes defective after
the destruction of heathen temples and monuments, in conse¬
quence of the establishment of Christianity by imperial authority,
the Professor’s reading furnished him with a seasonable argu¬
ment ; Herodian mentions Soros, and St. Austin tells us, a
sarcophagus is what all the Greeks called soros : so Caracalla
lays his mantle ti) aopw, or upon the sarcophagus. In confirma¬
tion of this, is an inscription copied by Dr. Clarke at Alexandria
Troas, of the time of Alexander , as Porson judged from the
lettering , in which the sarcophagus is called soros :—
“ Aurelius Soter constructed this soros ( sarcophagus)
for himself.”
YOl . II.
Q
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a letter to Dr . Henley :—“ I have already sent
another work to the press, very different in its
nature , which will be mere play to me this Easter
vacation. It is ‘ an easy and simple method of
arranging the substances of the mineral kingdom
by which I hope to make mineralogists , as fast as
Bolton makes buttons . The introduction only is
addressed to persons rather above the class of
students , and is intended to develop the theory of
elementary principles , the cause and origin of the
fluid matter of heat , the formation of atmosphere,
&c. &c. It is a portable volume, small and plea¬
sant for travellers.”
The work was never published , and its existence
is scarcely known to any of his friends, but one or
two copies were found amongst his papers , and a
slight view of it is sufficient to shew, that it must
have cost him considerable time and labour , at the
moment his hands appeared to be full of other
things . But this was not all ; not many months
before, he had been appointed to the office of
Senior Tutor of Jesus College, in the room of the
author of this Memoir, who had vacated it by
marriage, and thus a new class of occupations and
engagements was thrown upon his shoulders, of
the greater part of which he had no previous
knowledge or experience , and of some (business
and accounts ) a great horror ; and when to all this,
it is added, that he had taken another pupil in the
room of Mr. Cripps , and that his time was liable
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to be broken in upon by innumerable strangers
of all descriptions , foreigners and natives, who
pressed upon him with letters of recommendation,
and always went away delighted , it will create no
surprise to learn, that the number and variety of
his engagements during this year furnished matter
of wonder , and sometimes of amusement , to his
friends . Notwithstanding all these distractions , by
which his time was frittered away, the College,
with the assistance of his experienced friend and
coadjutor , Mr. Caldwell, went on prosperously in
his hands , till he was happily relieved from it by
his marriage , in the spring of 1806 : upon which
occasion, the noblemen and fellow-commoners of
the College, presented to him, through the hands
of the Marquis of Sligo, a piece of plate , accom¬
panied by a handsome letter , expressing their
sense of his kindness and attention in his office,
and their regret for his loss.
The lady who was the object of his choice, was
Angelica Rush , the fifth daughter of Sir William
Rush , of Wimbledon, and the cousin of his pupil,
Mr . Rush , of Elsenham . It was, strictly speak¬
ing, a match of affection on both sides, and through¬
out the whole progress of it , was marked with a
more than usual portion of those anxieties and
fears which are apt to accompany such arrange¬
ments, although happily exempt in the sequel
from the disappointments and inconveniences
a 2
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which sometimes follow them . At first, indeed,
the connexion was thought very flattering ; the
lady was beautiful and accomplished, her father a
man of large fortune , and Mr. Cripps , Dr . Clarke’s
pupil , was about to marry the third sister . But
when the circumstances and dispositions of the
parties had been fairly considered , in relation to
each other, the aspect under which it appeared to
his friends, was very different. A wide disparity
of years (Dr . Clarke ’s age was double that of the
lady), a real difference of habits , a presumed dis¬
crepancy of taste , and, worst of all, a very narrow
income, were the prominent features of the case,
as they presented themselves uniformly to those
whom he consulted ; and making every fair allow¬
ance for the chances of life, and for that powerful
stimulus to exertion which the wisdom of Provi¬
dence has happily annexed to a prolific marriage,
it was impossible for them to regard the match,
or to represent it to himself in any other light than
as a most imprudent one ; insomuch that , notwith¬
standing the powerful influence by which he was
impelled (for it was not likely that a passion which
is apt to animate even the cold and sluggish,
should burn with an ordinary flame in a heart so
susceptible as his), there were moments in which
he himself was so strongly touched with the
thought of involving in unknown difficulties a per¬
son to whom he was so much attached , as to
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undergo the most painful struggles ; during which,
many letters tinged with his romantic spirit , and
marked with his peculiar mode of expression , but
always generous and honourable , were written by
him to his biographer.
From the moment , however, that he was con¬
vinced of the lady’s firmness, he looked no farther
back , but giving himself up entirely to the stream
of his affection, and relying upon his own exertions
in some shape or other , for a better provision, if
it should be needed , he pressed on his marriage
with all the dispatch imaginable ; and as no diffi¬
culties were now thrown in the way by her parents,
they were married on the 25th of March, 1806.
The ceremony was performed in London, by the
Bishop of Bath and Wells , and the events which
preceded and followed it, amply justified the con¬
fidence he had placed in his own good fortuned
During the short administration of the Whigs, he
had been a candidate for the Professorship of
Modern History , in which he did not succeed;
but before the day appointed for the marriage
arrived , the vicarage of Harlton , belonging to
Jesus College, became vacant, and after some
weeks of anxiety , during which his seniors were
deliberating , the option at last came down to him;
and having already determined to enter into holy
orders , he was ordained by his old friend, the
Bishop of Bath and Wells, in December , 1805,
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and immediately instituted to the living. But this
was only a part of his good fortune . Not more
than three years after his marriage, the rectory of
Yeldham, in Essex , in the gift of Sir Wm . Rush,
and tenable with Harlton , unexpectedly became
vacant, and was presented to him. Thus he be¬
came possessed of a considerable income from
church preferment , not any part of which he had
calculated upon when he determined upon his
marriage. “ As to the living of Yeldham, ” he says,
“ I never knew of its existence until it came. I
was like a man gaping in a hailstorm , and *a pearl
of great price’ fell into my mouth , to my utter
astonishment .” In all other respects , the conse¬
quences of this union proved directly the reverse
of what the calmer heads of his friends had anti¬
cipated from it . Before many months had elapsed,
it was obvious that the character and disposition
of Mrs. Clarke were precisely such as those who
loved him best would have chosen for him, and
that the habits of life she was forming were in
perfect conformity with his own wishes, and suit¬
able to the new fortunes and circumstances in
which her marriage had placed her. So far from
being desirous of public admiration , she was more
attached to domestic privacy than himself ; all her
employments and all her pleasures were sought
for and found at home ; nor did she seem to have
an expectation , or even a wish of any kind, beyond
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the sphere of her husband ’s fortune, or the circle
of his employments , while the taste which was
gradually displayed by her, first in the comforts
and ornaments of his house, then in the embellish¬
ments of his work, and finally through the whole
range of his intellectual pleasures , gave a charm to
her character in his eyes, which was perpetually
varied and renewing , and appeared perhaps more
delightful to him, because it was discovered and
elicited by himself. Nor did the benignant influ¬
ence of this union rest here ; he was indebted to it
for a better frame of mind, and a greater steadiness
and consistency in his pursuits . In the whole
character of the lady , there was a quietness and
repose admirably calculated to soften that turbu¬
lence of spirit , which was at once the charm and
the danger of his own, and which literary fame
often stimulates , but rarely satisfies ; while the
suggestions of her plain and unaffected sense,
openly but seasonably delivered, often called him
back to calmer and juster views of things, and
made him question the results to which his own
sensibility was leading him. On the other hand,
in the desire he felt of adding to the comfort and
of providing for the necessities of his family, he
had a strong and unfailing motive for his literary
labours, which now began to wear a new and an
additional value in his eyes ; and there is the
strongest reason to believe, that without this sti-
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mulus , his great work , the Travels, the fruit of so
much painful labour, would never have been
finished, and scarcely perhaps have been begun;
not that his literary ardour would have been less,
but it would have been more excursive and more
ambitious of new paths , and, at all events , more
philosophical and experimental . But , after all,
the great beauty of the union was, that to the
quiet habits of domestic life it induced , so favour¬
able to the reception of Christian truth , and to
the formation of Christian virtue, concurrent with
the serious nature of the office he had undertaken,
he was indebted for a more earnest application of
the Scriptures to his own mind than had hitherto
been remarked in him. Many proofs of this may be
drawn from various parts of his works and life; but
the most striking will be found under the pressure
of the afflictions which clouded his latter days.
The report of his marriage was hailed by a dis¬
tinguished classical friend, with the following com¬
plimentary verses :
E. D . CLARKE , LL.D.
Daphnidi suo Doctissimo Dilectissimo
Desiderio tam Cari Capitis
Graviter Commota
GRANTA

Lugubrem Hunc Cantum.
Ah fugis ? aut nostrum frustra petis advena lticum ?
(Six Granta infidum Daphnida fida vocat :)
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Quis color hie croceus? nostrae contrarius urbi
Tene adeo spreta Pallade jactat Hymen ?
Nec te noster amor, promissae aut cura salutis,
Nec confecta gravi vulnere Granta movet?
Non sancta inspirat tales Rhadegunda* furores,
Et monet insolito Gallus ■
)■ab ore sono.
Prse veneris campo num Grantee flumina sordent ?
Anne tuo frustra est munere dives ager ?
Aspice virgineo demessa ut pollice serta
Luget Eleusinio littore-rapta Ceres !
Quin Pellcea suo stupet umbra emota sepulchro:
Fallor, an et nobis altera Thais adest ?
Moribus, ingenio, fama dotabere virgo,
Et novus Angelica luce 'Medorus erit.
1805.

Immediately after this event , he went to reside
in Cambridge , where he hired a small house in St.
Andrew ’s Street , and as his living of Harlton was
only seven miles from the University , he con¬
stantly performed the duties himself.
* Abbatissa Monast. Jes.
f Episcopus Alcock fundator Jes. Coll. Cant.

