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CHAP . VIII.
His Lectures on Mineralogy—Sale of Manuscripts—Of Medals
—Removal to Trumpington—Publication of the first volume
of his Travels—Other Engagements —Plan for the farther
prosecution of his Travels—Return to residence at Cam¬
bridge.
The

course

of Dr . Clarke ’s life now turns from this

happy union to a department of his labours,
which was always uppermost in his own thoughts,
and, next to his Travels, obtained for him his
highest distinction , as a literary man : viz. his Lec¬
tures on Mineralogy. The history of these Lectures
belongs properly to this period of his life, for they
commenced not long after his marriage, and were,
in truth , one of the resources upon which he always
seemed to rely, 'when the difficulties of a family
were pressed upon him by his friends ; but as they
had been a favourite object of his speculations for
many years , and were now only accidentally con¬
nected with this event, it will be necessary to trace
them somewhat nearer to their source. It is well
known to all his friends, that whatever temporary
interest his works already published had excited
in his mind, they were only the result of so much
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time and labour reluctantly withdrawn from miner¬
alogy. During the whole course of his journey,
this science, and the 'objects connected with it,
obtained every where the greatest share of his
attention , and had been cultivated by him with the
greatest success ; to which several circumstances
had contributed . Low at that time, as was this
branch of literature in our Universities , it had
risen under a variety of encouragement and pa¬
tronage —the result of policy as well as taste —to a
high degree of importance in every public esta¬
blishment of education on the Continent ; and, as
Mr. Clarke brought letters of recommendation to
the most eminent professors wherever he went (an
advantage which his own spirit always contri¬
buted to improve), he was in all places cheerfully
admitted to a participation of all the local dis¬
coveries or improvements , and supplied with spe¬
cimens of all such minerals as they respectively
produced . But this was not all ; the course of his
travels often led him to remote districts , particu¬
larly in the eastern and southern parts of Russia,
not accessible to the ordinary mineralogist ; and
as he spared neither pains nor money in his re¬
searches, besides a very ample store of minerals
more or less known, he brought to England several
rare and valuable specimens, which were for some
time almost peculiar to his collection : and it may
be affirmed generally, that of all the fruits of his
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travels, his acquisitions in this department were
infinitely the most precious in his eyes . To bring
forward, therefore , this collection before the public
eye, and with more advantage than his own limited
apartments would permit , to communicate to
others the lights which he himself had obtained
and to disseminate throughout the University a
portion of that flame which burnt within himself,
were, from the first, wants infinitely more pressing
in his mind, than the hope of reputation or advan¬
tage from any other quarter ; and as the only ob¬
vious means of embracing at once these objects was
the delivery of Lectures under the patronage of
the University , it was to the attainment of this,
that his best efforts, from a very early period after
his return , were uniformly directed . But the task
was by no means an easy one. The subject was
little known, and less studied , and by no means
popular in the University ; nor was there any
room suited to the purpose , but what was either
preoccupied or appropiated ; and, besides , there
was an apprehension of the Lectures interfering
with the Woodwardian professorship , at that time
occupied by a gentleman for whom Dr . Clarke had
justly a very high respect . By degrees, however,
all these difficulties gave way . Every facility was
afforded by the University to the plan ; Dr . Mar¬
tin, the Botanical Professor, gave up his room in
the Botanic Garden , which his age and infirmities
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prevented him from using himself ; and the Woodwardian Professor , whose proper department was
Geology, so far from considering these Lectures as
an interference with himself, kindly concurred in
every measure which was required for their es¬
tablishment . In short, as soon as he could enter
upon it, Dr . Clarke had the happiness to find, that
the field was open to him without either opposi¬
tion or ill-will, and the fiat of the Vice-chancellor
followed almost as a matter of course. Having
therefore finished his preparations , which were
both expensive and laborious, and which had been
suspended during some months previous to his
marriage ; and having published a new synopsis
of the mineral kingdom, and an extensive syllabus,
he at last announced a day for the opening of his
Lectures , the 17th of March, 1807. What his sen¬
sations were at the approach of the moment, which
was to be the crisis of his fate, will be best known
from the extract of his letters to Mr. Cripps.
“ Feb. 12, 1807.

“ I send you the Cambridge paper ; you will
On Tuesday , 17th,
at a quarter after twelve, imagine me in a grand
room, before all the University , tutors and all !—
all my minerals around me, and models of crys¬
tals.”
see the two advertisements .
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“Feb . 18, 1807.

“ I have only time to say, I never came off with
such flying colours in my life. I quitted my papers
and spoke extempore . There was not room for
them all to sit. Above two hundred persons were
in the room. I worked myself into a passion with
the subject , and so all my terror vanished. I wish
you could have seen the table covered with beau¬
tiful models for the Lecture.
“ Fancy me in the midst of my pupils , as Haiiy
used to be, coming from Lectures . I have now
my Lecture board covered with names on all
sides .”
The success which the first Lectures obtained,
and the interest which they continued to inspire,
are too fresh in the memory of his friends to require
any observation or testimony from his biographer:
suffice it to say , that in the course of the following
year , his reputation as a mineralogist , in the University , was so far established , as to encourage his
friends in the hope of obtaining for him the esta¬
blishment of a new professorship in the University
in his name. This measure met at first with seme
opposition , and having been prematurely pressed,
had in the first instance failed ; but in the later
end of 1808, the second year of his Lectures , the
sense of the University having been previously
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tried , a grace to that effect was brought up to
the senate by the Proctor , the Rev . G. D'CHly
(now Dr . D’Oyly, Rector of Lambeth , &c.) and
carried almost unanimously . Writing to a friend,
he says,
“Dec . I, 1808. ,

“ D’Oyly has proved himself a noble support;
you cannot conceive how much interest he takes
on my account . He has been all over the Uni¬
versity , and he says, they are unanimous to a
man, in their desire to see me upheld in this place.
Next Thursday week, he goes up with the grace
to the senate, to found a professorship in my name.
After what happened last time, I will promise
nothing ; but there is every appearance of the
most triumphant and popular success.”
“Dec . 15, 1808.

“ I have only time to say , it has been carried
triumphantly , and I am Professor of Mineralogy.
“ When the voting began in the senate , there
was not a single negative in the black hood house,
and in the white hood house the votes were thirtyeight to seven.”
Thus were his most sanguine wishes crowned
with success, and thus were his spirit and per¬
severance rewarded with one of the rarest and
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highest honours which the University could be¬
stow. How well he merited the distinction , will
appear hereafter.
In this year he preached two sermons, at St.
Mary’s, with great reputation and success ; the
first upon the prejudices of the Jews , the second
upon the prejudices of the Gentiles, in the recep¬
tion of the Gospel.
The next important concern in which he en¬
gaged, was the disposal of the manuscripts he had
collected in his travels. It appears from his
letters , that the acquisition of these treasures had
always been regarded by him with extraordinary
pleasure, although it was difficult to form any pro¬
bable estimate of their worth before their arrival
in England ; but having freely submitted them
shortly after his return to the inspection of the
most eminent scholars connected with the Univer¬
sity , he had soon still stronger reason to congra¬
tulate himself upon his success. Amongst them
the Patmos Plato was soon distinguished by the
sagacity of Professor Porson . Others of the
manuscripts passed through his hands , and re¬
ceived occasionally the benefit of his remarks , but
to this he attached himself in a particular manner,
attracted not more by the characters of beauty,
clearness, and almost unrivalled antiquity , which
constituted its saleable value, than by the ample
field afforded by the notes and quotations in the
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margin for the exercise of his acuteness in conjec¬
tural criticism , in which he was so incomparably
eminent . From the moment this treasure was
confided to his care, it scarcely ever was suffered
to be out of his hands ; wherever he went, he
carried it about with him, and it remained in his
possession till he died. It was also a strong bond
of union between Dr . Clarke and himself, and the
first occasion of that intimacy , which was after¬
ward continued with so much pleasure to both;
and as every thing which relates to this extraor¬
dinary man, is interesting , the reader will not be
displeased to find here, two letters connected with
this subject , though anterior to the present period
of the history ; the first from Dr. Clarke to the
Rev . George Browne, of Trinity College, describ¬
ing the impressions left upon his mind by his first
interview with this great scholar ; the second from
the Professor himself, containing his earliest report
of the manuscript.
“Jesus

College

, Cambridge , Jan . 8, 1802.

And truly , as touching Porson , all the accounts
I have heard of this wonderful man, for so many

years , have not raised my expectations high
enough, to see him without astonishment.
Ton

Kai

otto

'yAwffffije

ptXiTOQ
.'
yXv/ctwv
pi ^v av8>j.

“ So rare is it to find among men, the highest
VOL . II .

E
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attainments in ancient literature , joined to a love
of the poetry of yesterday , the most refined genius,
and almost supernatural intellect . I had seen him
at my rooms in the morning , and we bore off to¬
gether to Trinity , the Plato and Aulus Gellius,
In the evening he came, already primed , but did
not miss fire. He was great indeed, narrating,
reciting ; sometimes full of fun and laughing ; at
others weeping bitterly at the sufferings of friends
that flourished near two thousand years ago, but
with whom he seemed as well acquainted , and
as familiar, as if they had smoked a pipe with him
the preceding evening. At about three in the
morning, a curtain seemed all at once to fall over
his mind—ale, wine, and smoke, had extinguished
the intellectual flame, and he remained from that
moment until he left me, like the beam of some
great building on fire, whose flames the engines
have put out , black and reeking.
“ Porson is all rapture and joy about the Plato;
he says Greek MSS . are old, even down to the
year 1400; as the Greek language experienced a
revival in latter ages. Latin MSS. have no anti¬
quity after the eighth century . The Plato , said he,
may be considered as equivalent to the combined
authorities of any two known MSS . It is a monu¬
ment of literature ! There’s for you ! Townley ’s
Homer he considers as one hundred years later
than the Plato . He found the Postcript perfect,
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and had no objection to make to the inserted
letters . The work ‘ de Animalium Proprietate, ’ is
extracted from the works of iElian and Aristotle .”

“Dec . 18, 1802.

“I am much obliged to you for your very im¬
portant and interesting information , of which I
hope to avail myself in a few days . The MSS.
must at any rate be extremely curious , and being
so old (November A . C. 896 ) may perhaps be the
source from which all our present copies are de¬
rived . It is only six years younger than the oldest
Greek MS . that Montfaucon had seen , with an
express date . (Palaeographia , p . 42 .) But Dorville (on Chariton , p . 49 , 50 .) had in his possession
a MS . of Euclid , written in the preceding year
(Sept . A. C . 889), written by Stephen Clerk (any
ancestor of Mr . Clarke ’s ?), and purchased by Arethas of Patrse for four (read fourteen ) nummi . In
the second line of the specimen you sent me , the
reading is AptOai SiaKovm irarpu, i.e . the MS . was
written by John the calligraph , for the use of the
deacon Arethas , a native ofPatrae , and cost thirteen
Byzantine nummi , about eight guineas of our mo¬
ney ; a specimen of the MS . dated A.C . 890 , you
may see , No . 3, of the plate opposite to p . 270 , of
the Palaeographia . I shall add no more , as you may
find Dorville ’s Chariton and Montfaucon ’s Palaeor 2
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graphia , both in our and the public libraries . Tell
Hole, that I have got the third and fourth volumes of
Schweighaeuser’s Athenaeus (Lib. iv—vi. of text,
iii. iv. of notes), which I will bringdown with me
if he wants them . I have, I believe, nothing to
add, but that I am with due respects to all friends,
dear Sir,
“ Your obliged, humble servant,
“Richard

Porson

.”

“ N*. 5, Essex Court, Temple,
Or rather, No. 15, Charter- House Square.”

Others of the MSS . were placed in the hands of
Dr . Butler of Shrewsbury , Dr . Maltby , and Dr.
C . Burney ; and several copies of the Gospels
were examined and collated by the Dean of Ely
(Dr . Pearce ), and Mr. Hollingworth.
In this manner the MSS . were distributed till
the autumn of 1807, when Dr. Clarke having be¬
come better acquainted with their value, as well
from the report of these gentlemen as from his
own examination, his next care was to see them
placed together in some secure and honourable
repository , where they might always be accessible
to the learned, and would be estimated as they
deserved ; and although he was compelled in this
arrangement to consider what was due to his family,
yet the way in which he set about it, evidently
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shewed the liberal and patriotic views always pre¬
valent in his mind. His first wish naturally rested
upon his own University ; but he had been early
taught to believe that the public authorities there
had no fund applicable to such a purpose . He
next turned his thoughts to the British Museum,
and, as it is said, was actually upon the steps of
that building with the view of proposing his col¬
lection to one of the Curators , when he was acci¬
dentally accosted by a Professor of the sister
University , who suggested to him the idea, which
he readily seized, of offering it to the Bodleian
Library . However this may be, certain it is, that
the proposal was made in form to the Bodleian by
Dr. Kett in the spring of 1808; and the Curators
having immediately expressed their readiness to
treat , a correspondence , which yet remains, com¬
menced between Dr. Parsons of Baliol, then vicechancellor, and Dr . Clarke himself ; which not¬
withstanding some trifling delays , chiefly caused
by the want of knowledge of business on the part
of the latter , was happily brought to a conclusion
in November of the same year, to the satisfaction
of all the parties . The first offer included his
early editions of printed books, which were after¬
ward at the request of the Curators withdrawn.
The price was 1000/. Dr. Clarke seems to have
signified a wish in the first instance , that the Cura¬
tors should themselves put a value upon the MSS.
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after having received a catalogue and inspected
them , but this they naturally declined, and pro¬
posed a reference to Mr. Porson , which was pro¬
bably prevented by the Professor ’s state of health,
for he died in September of this year : and in the
end Dr . Clarke undertook the task himself. The
particulars of his valuation are amongst his papers,
and the first articles shall be extracted to shew the
fair, moderate , and unaffected manner in which he
conducted it.
“ Dr . Clarke, by and with the advice of friends,
does most respectfully submit the following answer
to the Curators of the Bodleian Library.
“1 . That the value of the Patmos Plato , may
easily be estimated , from the price set upon it by
Mr . Paine , bookseller, of London, from the recent
sale of Mr. Cripps ’s copy of the Orators , which,
although without date , and evidently not older
than the thirteenth century , sold for three hundred
and fifty-five guineas , and also from the expense
and difficulty of acquiring it ; and that its value
be fixed at four hundred and fifty pounds . Veil,
folio.
“2 . The small volume from Patmos , of the
works of Gregory Nazianzenus, being, according
to Professor Porson , in a character almost as old
as the Plato , and moreover, containing marginal
notes of importance , is, notwithstanding , without
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date . It is difficult therefore to fix any adequate
price upon it . If, therefore, forty pounds should
be deemed by the Curators of the Bodleian a sum
much below its real worth , Dr. Clarke and his
friends, as in all other instances, have the utmost
reliance upon the future consideration of that re¬
spectable body . This manuscript is also upon
vellum.
“ 3. In a case of red morocco, now sent to Ox¬
ford, the Curators of the Bodleian will find a most
exquisite copy of the Gospel, written on vellum.
It belonged originally to Prince Alexander Bano
Handjerli , of Constantinople . Some entire pages
are written in gold. The manuscript is moreover
perfect . It is bound in wood, covered with brown
leather . The following observations were drawn
up concerning it , by the Rev . Dr . Pearce , Dean of
Ely . ‘ As it has not the note of interrogation (;)
it was written before the ninth century , when that
note was first introduced . It is not prior to the
seventh century , as it has accents . It has the Iota
postscriptum and not subscriptum . The comma,
characteristic of the eighth century , very seldom
occurs.’ This manuscript , from its excessive
beauty and antiquity , as well as from the price
paid for it, is valued at sixty pounds .”
The number of articles was thirty -two ; one
or two of lesser value were missing when the
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collection arrived at Oxford, but Dr. Clarke volun¬
tarily added several others not included in the cata¬
logue, and also some scarce printed books, which
was handsomely acknowledged by Dr. Parsons.
Amongst them may be mentioned, the first edition
of the Poems of Chartier , and a MS. of the Code
of the Calmuc Laws. A learned catalogue of all
the manuscripts purchased of Dr . Clarke was soon
afterward drawn up by Professor Gaisford, and
printed at the University press.
His Greek coins, the fruits of the same travels,
he disposed of in the course of the next year,
1810 ; on which occasion the same liberality was
displayed by him in his treaty for them , and the
same anxiety for their ulterior use and destination.
“I feel the necessity, ” he says, in one of his letters,
“ of parting with my medals, but I shall be satis¬
fied to get 100/. for them, if I can place them in
the hands of Lord Aberdeen, or Mr. Payne Knight .”
Whether they were previously offered to Lord
Aberdeen , is not known to the author of this Me¬
moir, but the proposal was promptly and gladly
accepted by Mr. Knight ; and a hundred guineas
was immediately dispatched by him to Dr . Clarke,
instead of the hundred pounds which was asked ;
nor should it be forgotten, that after they had been
carefully removed, a task which Mr. Knight per¬
formed in person, and had been examined more at
leisure, he requested Dr. Clarke’s acceptance of a
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piece of plate . This was a handsome cream-jug,
exactly fashioned after the model of an antique
vase in Mr. Knight ’s possession, with a classical
inscription by himself ; and for the sake of Dr.
Clarke’s memory, he will, it is hoped , pardon the
following extracts from his letters upon this sub¬
ject , as testifying from so competent a witness,
not less to the taste and industry displayed in the
collecting, than to the liberality shewn in the dis¬
posing, of these coins.
“ I really feel stubborn scruples of conscience at
having accepted your coins at a price, which I
find upon mature examination to be below their
real value, and though I know your liberality will
not hear of any farther pecuniary consideration
(nothing could be more certain), perhaps you will
do me the favour to accept of some trifling article
of plate, as a mark of my esteem and gratitu de.
In a subsequent letter : “ Allow me again to thank
you for the very valuable addition made to my
collection, and for the liberal and handsome man¬
ner in which it has been done : the more I examine
the more I am satisfied and delighted , and more
sensible of the extent of the obligation you have
laid me under .”
It is fair to add from the same source, that
whatever light the bronzes or coins in Mr. Knight’s

THE

LIFE

OF

collection , or his own extensive and accurate
knowledge , could throw upon the subjects of Dr.
Clarke’s inquiries , was always most readily sup¬
plied , with a handsome acknowledgment , of the
obligation by which all the friends of arts and let¬
ters were bound to furnish him with every in¬
formation in their power , for the sake of the use
he made of it.
Before this last transaction was completed , a
change had taken place in his residence . It will
be remembered , that the first place in which he
settled was a small house in St . Andrew’s Street;
but in 1809, when his family had begun to in¬
crease, and his prospects in life to expand , he
removed to a family house belonging to the Ansties
at Trumpington , a pleasant village about two miles
from Cambridge ; where the author of this Memoir,
who had been his neighbour in the town, had
been residing some months before. It was a dry,
airy , and capacious mansion, in good repair ; ad¬
mirably calculated for a rising family, and not less
favourable to the health of Dr . Clarke, than it was
agreeable to his taste ; inducing by its walks and
grounds much voluntary exercise, which was what
he required , and administering largely to the plea¬
sure he took in rural occupations and amusements,
of which no one had a keener relish than himself.
“If you could see this place now,” he says in a
letter to Mr. Cripps , “ it is a perfect paradise ; the
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air is perfumed by innumerable flowers, the groves
full of thrushes and nightingales, the trees literally
crowded with fruit ; we began to cut the hay this

morning, and Angelica with Edward are already
in the field, tumbling in the midst of it . The eter¬
nal sunshine of Cambridgeshire is, in my opinion,

a peculiar characteristic of this part of England .”
There was only one evil attending this residence,
and that was, the expense ; for though Dr . Clarke
had calculated upon a considerable saving from
the diminution of his company at such a distance,
his own liberal hospitality , with the pleasure his
friends derived from his society , and the attrac¬
tions of the place, precluded the possibility of
such a result.
We now approach the period of the publication
of his Travels . So early as the year 1805, and
shortly after the appearance of the tomb of Alexan¬
der, an agreement had been concluded and signed,
through the intervention of Dr. Henley (Principal
of Hertford College), in virtue of which he as¬
signed to Messrs. Cadell and Davies of the Strand,
the copyright of his Travels , upon the liberal con¬
dition of receiving ten guineas a sheet, free of all
deductions , to whatever extent the work might be
carried ; to which was to be added a large number
(25) of presentation copies gratis . In consequence
of this arrangement , the drawings for the first
volume were immediately placed in the hands of
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the engravers ; and every other preparation was
made by the^Booksellers for the speedy publication
of the Work . At first, however , the progress of it
was very slow ; other matters of more immediate
and more pressing interest , particularly his mar¬
riage, and the preparation for his Lectures , occu¬
pied almost exclusively his time ; nor was it till a
considerable period after his marriage , early in
1808, that he found leisure to apply himself se¬
riously and earnestly to the task ; from this time,
however , the Work made a rapid progress , and at
last, at the commencement of the year 1810, the
first volume appeared in 4to ., and the rest followed
at nearly equal intervals of two years.
It is beside the purpose of this Narrative , to
enter into the merits of a Work which has already
been so much canvassed by critics of every de¬
scription ; suffice it to say, that notwithstanding
the lofty nature of the expectations formed of it,
its success , particularly at the outset , far exceeded
every thing which had been predicted of it ; that
the early volumes in particular went through
several editions in this country , and were translated
into some modern languages ; and that if the sale
of the latter has not been quite so extensive as
that of the former, it must be attributed not to
any difference in the execution of the Work , but
to the greater or less degree of interest which the
different countries described , with their different
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productions and relations, were calculated seve¬
rally to inspire . Of the truth of this observation
when applied to the first volume, relating to
Russia , it is impossible to entertain a doubt ; from
the singular situation of that country , in the latter
years of the Emperor Paul , with regard both to
her internal and external policy, and the general
exclusion of strangers from his dominions, every
authentic account of that period was likely to be
received with avidity , while on the other hand
the probable influence of her power and counsels
upon the fate of Europe , at the time of the publi¬
cation, rendered the character of her institutions
and people, objects of the most lively and general
interest . Thus was the public mind prepared for
the Work , and thus did the strong tone of feeling
under which Dr . Clarke wrote , accord with the
general excitement under which it was read ; and
when we consider farther, how strongly political
prejudice is apt to warp the judgment of mankind,
the same facts which will account for the rapid
sale of the volume, will also explain the reason of
the extravagant praise or blame which has at¬
tached to it . Looking back now with an impartial
eye upon the Work, and the nation it describes;
considering the extraordinary susceptibility of the
Author’s mind, and the expression he lets fall in
one of his letters , that he should be glad to like
the Russian people if the government would let
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him, we may admit it to be probable , without im¬
peaching the veracity of a single statement , that
the vexations he underwent , induced him un¬
awares to linger more on the dark side of the pic¬
ture than upon the bright one, and that he might
possibly have sat down to the composition of his
Work, under much of the same kind of feeling
with which many others sat down to the reading
of it . It should be remembered too, for the sake
of all parties , that Dr . Clarke saw the Russian
people at a moment when their natural good tem¬
per and vivacity were soured by the disgraceful
situation of their country.
The first volume appeared early in 1810, the
second in 1812, the third in 1814, the fourth in
1816, the fifth in 1819; of the sixth only twelve
chapters were finished at his death , the rest were
added by his friend the Rev . Robert Walpole, to
whom the public is indebted for many interesting
and valuable notes in his former volumes. Of the
first, three quarto editions were published, of the
latter volume only two ; but it appears from his
letters , that 1500 copies were printed of the first
edition of the 2d volume, and 1600 of that of the
3d, and, in both cases, sold off in a short period.
There has also been an octavo edition of the first
four volumes. Thus it appears , that this great
Work occupied a period of nearly twelve years,
and the delay has sometimes been imputed to him
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as a fault ; but the accusation is most unreasona¬
ble : in the execution of such a task nothing could
have been less becoming towards the public , or
more revolting to himself than haste ; and yet do
all he could he was not always able to avoid it.
Such was the demand upon his time, from his im¬
perative professional engagements, which some¬
times engrossed him altogether for a considerable
period , that he was rarely advanced above a few
sheets beyond the Printer ; and at times, nothing
less than long days and nights of labour, as inju¬
rious to his health as they were oppressive to his
spirits , enabled him to fulfil the expectations of
his Publisher ; nor must it be imagined that he
wrote for this work with the same ease and
rapidity with which he proceeded in other things;
the wide scope and learned character of his sub¬
jects , demanded constant and laborious research,
and the modelling of his sentences, frequently
cost him considerable pains. “ If I had not been
blessed, ” he says, in one of his letters , “ with
double the share of spirits , which commonly be¬
longs to sedentary men, I should certainly sink
under the task , but I wish you who may survive
me, to tell my littld Edward and Paget hereafter,
when they hear people say I wrote with ease, how
much they were mistaken .”
Add to this, that he was nice, not to say super¬
cilious, in the revision of the engravings and other
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embellishments of the Work , all of which by a
special article of the contract passed through his
hands , and were submitted to his approval ; and
it is difficult to conjecture how much time and
trouble were expended in alterations of this kind,
which originated in himself. Under these circum¬
stances , instead of being surprised that a work
consisting of six quarto volumes , and containing
nearly 5000 pages of letter -press , should have oc¬
cupied so long a period , we can only wonder that
he was able to do so much within the time ; espe¬
cially as it may be affirmed with truth , that he left
more memorials of his labours during the period
of this publication , in each of several other depart¬
ments of learning , than almost any other person
whose attention had been confined to one of them.
This is a sweeping observation , but it is not made
unadvisedly . In Mineralogy , in Chemistry , and
the Fine Arts, &c. his productions are well known;
but it is not known , although infinitely more cre¬
ditable , that in the course of fifteen years , he com¬
posed a great number of Sermons , now extant ; of
which, at least ten were preached on public occa¬
sions, or in St . Mary’s.
It has been stated , that ten guineas a sheet were
to be paid for the Work , but after the second
volume, a slight alteration in Dr . Clarke ’s favour
was made, in consideration of his resigning his
claim to the greater part of the presentation co-
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pies ; in consequence of which , the sum of 1200/.
was paid for each of the three succeeding volumes .*
One hundred pounds was also allowed to him for
the additions to the 2d edition of the second vo¬
lume ; and upon the whole it appears that 5845/.
* It is curious to contrast, at this distance of time, the manner
in which this work was actually composed, with the course re¬
commended to the author, in the following extract of a letter,
from one of the most intelligent of his correspondents;—
“ Will you now permit me, as a friend, to hazard a hint to you
for your future work. Let your various journeys be your own
sole observations—what you saw—what you heard—what you
marked down on the spot. Let there not be the least appearance
of compilation, and no reference at all to any preceding writer or
traveller, except from a necessity which cannot be avoided, and
that, I think, will seldom occur. There should be what Sir Wm.
Temple calls ‘a raciness’ in your travels. They must be what
wine should be—they should taste of the native flavour of the
soil. They must not be filled or contaminated with extracts or
opinions of others ; if you do, the whole will be vapid. You may
now avoid this, and so may write them in the epistolary, or any
other form. What you publish must be exclusively your own, or
it is nothing. You must not be like”
Considering the character and talents of Dr. Clarke, there are
few I think of his friends who would not have concurred at that
time in the propriety and good sense of this advice, and yet one
cannot now be sorry that he did not accept it ; for thoughhis letters
from abroad are a sufficient evidence that a work constructed by
him upon such a plan, would have been much more lively and
interesting to ourselves, all would have been disposed to lament
that the great monument of his learned industry which his tra¬
vels have supplied, should have been wanting to posterity.
VOL . II .
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were received by him for the first five volumes;
the last was paid for at the original rate , and
amounted to 750/. The speculation must have
been exceedingly lucrative to the Booksellers, but
in the first instance the risk was also considerable,
and it is only an act of justice to the late firm
of Cadell and Davies to say, that their conduct
throughout was both liberal and conciliatory to
Dr . Clarke.
Before the appearance of the first volume of his
Travels , and in the midst of the bustle of his pub¬
lic Lectures , there came another work from his
pen , entitled “ Marbles, &c., brought from the
shores of the Euxine , Archipelago, and Mediter¬
ranean , and deposited in the Vestibule of the
Public Library , by Edward Clarke, LL.D.” It
should seem at first sight, from the title of this
book, that it was nothing more than an elaborate
edition of his former work, extended to the other
marbles in the collection, and chiefly calculated
for the strangers who came to visit them . But he
had higher views in the composition of it . In
presenting originally these treasures to the Uni¬
versity , Dr . Clarke was not actuated by a selfish
desire of erecting in an honourable place, an
isolated monument of his own travels , but by an
ardent wish to stimulate others to similar exer¬
tions in the same career . In this view he always
spoke of the marbles obtained by himself and Mr.
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Cripps , as the nucleus of a collection which being
gradually augmented by additions from various
quarters , the voluntary offerings of other enter¬
prising members , might some day confer dignity
upon the University where it was placed, and by
the illustrations it would afford of classical His¬
tory and Poetry , might at once assist the studies
and inflame the ardour of the youth who would
have access to them . In this expectation he was
not altogether disappointed . A Greek altar de¬
scribed by Tournefort in his Travels, and brought
from the Levant by an ancestor of Mr. Harvey of
Jesus College, was early presented to the Vesti¬
bule by that gentleman , who afterward added an¬
other of the time of Eumenes , King of Pergamus;
and this was followed by other contributions
transmitted by Lord Aberdeen and Mr. Walpole,
the fruits of their own travels ; but to shew more
pointedly the degree of enthusiasm he had inspired,
it may be stated , that several expeditions were
planned and undertaken to Greece and the Archi¬
pelago (particularly one by Mr . Eustace and Mr.
Petre ), principally with a view to this patriotic
object . To support and encourage the spirit
which he had so happily laboured to inspire, and
to communicate the lights and conjectures of
learned men, respecting the monuments already
collected , were the principal causes of this de¬
scription of the Marbles being drawn up ; and
s2
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with a corresponding liberality the University
published it at their expense . The work was
handsomely printed in large octavo, and contains
four good engravings ; three of the Ceres in the
different periods of its existence , by Flaxman ; and
one a sketch of Eleusis by Sir William Gell. It
includes also, Professor Porson ’s Translation of
the Trilinguar Inscription on the Rosetta Stone,
and a Letter from Lord Aberdeen upon the disco¬
very of the Figure of Medusa’s Head , as it is re¬
presented on the breast of the Eleusinian Frag¬
ment , on a tomb near Athens.
The fifth year of his Lectures had now passed,
and it was clear that the effect produced by them
in the University had exceeded the expectations
of his friends, and amply justified the sanguine
measure of success which he himself had predicted
of them . He had quitted his notes and spoke ex¬
tempore , and instead of growing dull and listless
by repetition , the interest excited by his Lectures,
both in his own mind, and in those of his auditors,
became every year more animated and more at¬
tractive , as was evinced by the growing numbers
of his Class, and by the increased attention and
pleasure with which every new course was heard.
But this success was not obtained without great
labour and anxiety . Every year he prepared him¬
self for the ensuing course, with as much earnest¬
ness as he had done for the first ; and once an
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interruption of six entire months is recorded in the
composition of his Travels , during which he was
wholly occupied by his Lectures , or in subjects
arising out of them. In other respects , his own
character and attainments gave him a great advan¬
tage ; by means of his extensive correspondence
both in England and on the Continent , and by the
eagerness with which all his friends and pupils
vied with each other in contributing to his in¬
formation or his stores ; he had always some new
discovery wherewith to grace the opening of his
Lectures , or some new facts or specimens to cheer
the expectations of his hearers in the progress of
them : while his bold and eloquent descriptions of
the majestic scenes of nature , which the subject
sometimes permitted , and his frequent and forcible
appeals to the wisdom and benevolence of the
Creator , leading them from nature up to nature ’s
God, rendered his Lectures a source of delightful
improvement to his pupils, quite independent of
the instruction they were specifically intended to
convey ; insomuch, that his list was not only
crowded every year with a new swarm of youth¬
ful candidates , but distinguished by the names of
many of the initiated in the science, who had at¬
tended him from the very first. It is pleasing to
read at this time, the numerous testimonies both
from young and old, in letters and in other docu¬
ments, of the approbation with which his Lectures
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were heard , and especially of the moral improve¬
ment which was always acknowledged to have
accompanied them . Nor was the reputation of
his Lectures confined to the University of Cam¬
bridge : already he had been elected member of
several Geological Societies , English and Foreign;
and in the latter part of this year , 1811, he received
an invitation from the Royal Institution , seconded
by letters from two of its most distinguished
members , Sir H. Davy and Mr. Warburton , to
deliver a course of Lectures at their establishment.
The proposal was agreeable to him in some re¬
spects , but it was strongly opposed by his friends,
and for many reasons ; the best of which was, that
his time had already more claims upon it, than he
could satisfy consistently with his health , and that
if he had undertaken the task, it must have been
at the expense of some duty , or by the suspension
of labours infinitely more important to his family;
he declined it therefore , and the determination was
in all respects a wise one. But though he had the
prudence to refuse this additional demand upon
his time, he was not proof against another subject,
which, coming suddenly upon him with an over¬
whelming influence, absorbed for a while every
feeling and every faculty of his soul ; this was the
controversy of the Bible Society ; an institution,
which had carried on its operations for some time
without exciting a great degree of attention in the
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University till the close of this year 1811, when, in
consequence of the decided manner in which two
of its most distinguished members, Mr. Vansittart
and Dr . Marsh , had entered into the controversy,
and the strong but opposite views they had taken
of it, it became at once a matter of general and
animated discussion . In such a ferment it will
readily be believed, Dr. Clarke was not likely to
remain quiet , and without entering into the merits
of a question which has so long been before the
public , it may be affirmed, that it was impossible
for any one who was acquainted with his charac¬
ter , to doubt for a moment which party he would
espouse ; he was not wont to be appalled by re¬
mote or obscure dangers in any course which he
was tempted to pursue , but in the present case,
when the means were so simple and benevolent,
and the object connected with it so extensive and
important , he held it almost criminal to hesitate ;
and while some with cautious prudence stood
aloof awaiting the result , and others more decided,
were yet averse from appearing prominent in the
contest , Dr. Clarke announced himself openly an
advocate for the Institution , and was prepared
with his natural openness and ardour , to rush for¬
wards on the first occasion into the very hottest
of the battle . Nor was an opportunity long want¬
ing : a meeting was called at Cambridge in De¬
cember, 1811, for the establishment of a Branch
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Bible Society , which was very numerously and
respectably attended , and amongst others by Dr.
Clarke. It appears from his letters that he came
to this meeting , under a great degree of excitement,
the result of long and powerful workings of his
mind, by night as well as by day , which having
been raised to a high degree of enthusiasm by the
sympathies of a crowded assembly, burst out at
last in a flood of eloquence which was declared by
the friends of the Society , to have been the finest
to which the subject had given birth , and allowed
by the most indifferent, to have been wonderfully
animated and energetic ; and remarkable for many
passages of great power and pathos , both well
conceived, and well expressed.
Whatever difference of opinion has existed , or
may still exist , amongst good men, respecting the
Bible Society , there are few, we think , who would
refuse their approbation to the motives and feelings
expressed by Dr . Clarke in this letter :—
“Trumpington

, Dec . 17 , 1811.

“You can have no idea of what has been passing
here. I trust I have seen the greatest and brightest
day of all my life. The opposition to the Bible So¬
ciety was so great , that they not only could not
get a single Clergyman of known adherence to the
Church of England, to support them ; but even such
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men as and took the general panic . That
great cry , ‘the Church is in danger ,’ pervaded every
heart . At half -past eight o’clock , the night before
the meeting , it was asked me if I had courage to
second the resolution . My answer was —‘ try me ! '
But I assure you this was no common trial . I
had not a friend in the world to guide me . Even
M, the only one I saw , warmly opposed my
doing it ; thundered ; threatened .—
An immense fermentation was every where visible.
Add to this , I had never read a syllable of the con¬
troversy , and in this state of mind , I walked home
through darkness and pelting rain , to consider
what I should say the next morning to justify the
prominent situation in which I was to be placed.
One thing aided me , that my heart was in the
cause , and that the cause was a good one.
“This memorable morning came— never shall I
forget it— nor , I trust , will our adversaries . I called
upon Min my way. ‘ Latimer , and Ridley,
and Chillingworth, ’ said I to him , as I opened the
door, ‘have been with me in my sleep, and I fear
none of you .’ He still persuaded me against the
measure . All I asked was, that as I had in vain
urged his attendance in the Town Hall, when I was
not to appear there in any active manner , that now,
as I intended to come forward publicly , he would
absent himself . However , he then for the first time
determined to be present . All the avenues to the
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Town Hall were then crowded — no sooner did the
doors open , than it was quite full . A deputation of
four of us went to the Rose , for Lord Hardwicke,
and we regained our seats with him, upon the ros¬
trum , about 12 o’clock.
“ Could I now but describe the grandeur and
solemnity of this meeting . The most surprizing and
overwhelming sight tome was that the faces of all that
vast assembly , even of the young gownsmen , were
seen streaming with tears of rapture . Of course , this
was not neglected by one of our speakers , whom you
may guess , and who with almost inspired energy
called it, ‘ a contribution , every drop whereof was
treasured in the phials of Heaven ’/
“ Well ! Lord Francis Osborne moved the resolu¬
tions , and I rose (God help me ! thinks I ) to second
them . It is impossible to describe the animating
shouts , with which I was encouraged —every sen¬
said the effect was such,
tence was cheered . Mhe expected they should have all their windows
broken . Letters with gratulations have poured in
upon me from every quarter .”
Shortly after this he entered more decidedly into
the controversy , by a Pamphlet in answer to one
from Dr . Marsh , upon the danger of disseminating
the Bible alone ; but here it will be confessed he
did not appear with so much advantage as he had
done before ; the calm , watchful , and reasoning
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mind required for controversy , was not his, and
of this Pamphlet in particular it may be said, it
was written with more haste than the gravity of
the subject , or the acuteness of his opponent de¬
manded ; having occupied only forty -eight hours,
printing included . It was, however, characterized
by his usual spirit , and had a rapid sale, but with
it his literary share in the controversy ceased . So
long, however, as the struggle respecting this
Society was actively continued , his voice and in¬
fluence were in various ways exerted in its sup¬
port ; he entered into an active correspondence
with some of its most eminent members , and
assisted in the formation of several branch socie¬
ties in the neighbourhood , particularly at Bury,
Chelmsford, and Huntingdon ; and wherever he
came in the course of these exertions , he contri¬
buted by his spirit and eloquence to increase the
popularity of the cause ; and to add brightness to
those rays of splendour which were spread around
its rise . It is right to add, however, that he was
always a zealous supporter of the Church , and
afterward an active member of the Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge.
The year 1812 passed over his head like the two
which had preceded it, in great happiness and
prosperity ; interrupted , however, by occasional
fits of illness, from which he soon recovered . His
Lectures had increased in profit as well as popu-
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larity ; his house was the resort of an accomplished
and agreeable society , in which he took great de¬
light ; the second volume of his Travels had come
out with greater 6clat than the former, and with
fewer assailable points about it ; and besides the
profits of his new living, a hundred pounds a year
had been added to his income by the government
for his Lectures ; but what was to him the most
important article in the account , Mrs . Clarke’s
health, which had declined after the birth of her
first child, was now exceedingly improved , and
she had brought him a second son. In some
respects , however, his residence at Trumpington
was by no means calculated to answer the expec¬
tations he had formed from it . Instead of that
retirement he had expected , and in praise of
which he was always so eloquent , his time was
much less his own at this village than it had been
at Cambridge , as the following extract of a letter
to his biographer will abundantly shew :—
“ Trumpingtov,

Jan . 13, 1812.

Up to the ears—up to the eyes—in all
“sorts of quill -driving ! Here—don’t mind your
shoes, walk in, and survey my table —a Pre¬
, to his Paper in the Linnsean
face for Transactions —a ditto , for —— , his translation of
; a dish of minced-pie, to be prepared
and
from the materials afforded by —-
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-— as an offering to the public from the
;—sixteen letters —four proof sheets
—a funeral sermon—two songs—and a riddle !—
Then , by way of repose , to aid all this brewing,
and give it leisure to ferment, hark ! fiddles and
Moresco dancers in the court for Plough Monday
—Edward capering and screamingfor joy —Smith ’s
men carrying off my writing desk, to cure it of the
rickets —two constables come for Johnson , to make
him pay for faults which he did not commit—
people calling—maids squalling—C
bawl¬
ing ! Yet this is the solitude of Trumpington!
and very ungrateful should I be, to speak but in
its praise to you ; for I may say, as the celebrated
Abbess of the Paraclete did to Abelard —‘Hujus
loci tu , post Deum, solus es fundator !’Yet, I
will confess, I might dispense with something of
what you lament the absence of—‘ the human face
divine.’
“ Have you made up your mind to send
William to a public school ? When I look at
my little boy , I feel all the apprehensions which
you must have felt, as to the consequences of ex¬
posing one so innocent to the probable dangers of
a public school—the bad examples he may imitate
—the vices he may learn—the kicks, and cuffs,
and bruises , he may sustain : and, yet , when I re¬
flect that we have never known an instance of a
popular member of society springing from private
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education ; and never, never, from education at
home ; my mind is fixed for sending him to exile—
to the great lottery ; in spite of ‘ two blanks to a
prize .’ I think , however, that William is yet very
young for a great school—another year , or perhaps
two, might do him no harm , in spite of all his
mother ’s fondness. What sayest thou ? I have
’s sermon to chew upon : it may
sent you Bserve to spur (what is it Hamlet ’s father’s ghost
says ?) your almost forgotten purpose
There was also another more serious drawback
upon his comfort, already anticipated , viz. the ex¬
pensiveness of this house at Trumpington , of which
he now began to be fully sensible ; and having
made the discovery , he determined upon the only
wise plan which was reserved for him ; viz. to quit
Trumpington , to diminish his establishment , and to
contract his society ; and Professor Wollaston being
about to leave Cambridge , he purchased from him
the lease of his house, and removed his family to it
in the spring of 1814. The resolution was not taken,
however, without many struggles and considerable
pain, and it was during this interval , when ha¬
rassed with the prospect of pecuniary difficulties
(which, after all, were much less serious than they
appeared to be), and distressed at the thought of
quitting a place which had been productive of
so much happiness to him, that his early passion
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for travelling took a temporary possession of his
mind . “ Since we are compelled to leave Trumpington, ” he said , “ we might as well go to another

hemisphere .” Under this impression several
schemes presented themselves successively to his
imagination . Amongst them, one favourite object
of his speculation , was the remaining MSS . at
Patmos , and in the convents of Mount Athos“ Could I but bring home the MSS . from Patmos,”
he says in one of his letters of this period, “ I
should think that I had not lived in vain,” and with
a view to this , he entered into a treaty , first with
government , and afterward with the Marquis of
Sligo, for spending two years in the Archipelago,
in search of antiquities , &c. But neither of these
negotiations , which were strongly opposed by his
friends , proceeded far ; the minister , as appears
from the correspondence , had hopes of obtaining
these treasures at less expense to the public ; and
some other obstacle soon interrupted the second
plan ; but the report of his intended journey
reached Athens,* and was received with so much
* That his activity and spirit, during his residence at Athens,
should have left a strong impression upon the minds of the in¬
habitants who were acquainted with him, is not to be wondered
at. “ The Athenians,” says he in a letter to his biographer, of
this date, “ keep up their old character; for they swore to Lord
Byron, who is just returned from Greece, that I delivered an
oration of Demosthenes from the Pnyx ; and that this was done
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confidence, according to Mr. Hughes, who hap¬
pened to be there at the time, that Lusieri, an
artist of eminence employed by Lord Elgin, who
had a great regard for Dr. Clarke , absolutely put
off a journey to Malta , which he was contem¬
plating , on purpose to be upon the spot to receive
him. A third scheme, connected with still more
distant regions, was afterward entertained by him,
and like the rest shortly fell to the ground ; and
before any other had suggested itself, the good
genius of Angelica came to his aid ; the restless¬
ness of his mind was no more, and all was again
serenity and contentment within him. By her taste,
foresight , and management , and without any
trouble of his own, he found himself at once so
comfortably settled in his new house at Cam¬
bridge , surrounded with so many objects that
were dear to him, and his household contracted
into so small a compass, that he seemed no longer
to have any thing to regret , or any thing to fear,
and was not only reconciled to the change, but

to try the effect of the voice in that place, which they said was
astonishing. The whole of it is an invention. The Eleusinians
shewed him the place where Ceres was ; told him the ship went
to the bottom, wherein the goddess was carried off; but that she
would one day return. Lord B. is about to publish some
poetical description of his travels. He told me the whole plan,
which went in at one ear, and out by the other.”

EDWARD

DANIEL

CLARKE.

269

even highly gratified with it . His own picture of
this magical effect of Mrs . Clarke’s care, and of the
‘ couleur de rose’ in which every thing appeared to
him on his arrival, is quite delightful. ‘ We have,
been settled in Cambridge about a week, and
whatever you may have thought of our splendid
chateau at Trumpington , I can assure you that
I never felt truly comfortable before, since I set
up business for myself. Angelica, to the amaze¬
ment of all Cambridge , has conjured up quite a
fairy palace for us . You never saw any thing
more elegant than she has made our house. In
the midst of my public Lectures , without my doing
a single thing , she moved and packed all our con¬
cerns with her own hands . It was like a dream!
One morning she took me to Cambridge , and
landed me in the most comfortable study you ever
saw, where all my books and papers are now ar¬
ranged , and in perfect order . She has made all
the hangings, curtains , beddings , carpets ; and I
left her this morning in the highest spirits , in the
midst of her children . Such is, and has ever been
my Angelica, ‘ whose price is above rubies, ’ and
all that the earth contains , in my estimation , is
not comparable to her ! Our house is opposite to
the open square of Catherine Hall, so that we seem
to be in one of the great squares of London, and
the fine grove of trees in front of that College
keeps all the summer sun off from the front rooms,
VOL . II.
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and from the nursery ; Edward and Paget are all
day at the windows , delighted with the gay scene
of so many moving objects . We have got a nice
spare room for you and Charlotte , if ever you
should come, which you must do if you mean to
see either of us again ; for we are positively deter¬
mined to heave out the best bower anchor , and
remain in port for the rest of our time . We are now
screwed into an humble form, and I hope to con¬
tinue so for life, as it is my intention , please God,
never to emigrate from Alma Mater any more,
unless to go to Paris , which I fear I shall not be
able to afford.” Nor was this a temporary feeling,
arising chiefly from the agreeable surprise , which
Mrs . Clarke had prepared for him ; at several sub¬
sequent periods he wrote to his friends in the
same strain.
Here , therefore , he remained , and henceforth
thought no more either of removing or of travelling.
Nevertheless , his anxiety about the MSS . did not
cease, and it is creditable to him to mention , that
through his means a considerable sum (five hundred
pounds ), was placed by the government at the
disposal of a gentleman from Cephalonia , for the
purpose of effecting this great literary object.

*

