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CHAP . IX.
The Friends and Correspondents of Dr. Clarke—Mr. Burckhardt and his Letters— Mr. Eustace.

The narrative will now turn aside for a while from

Dr . Clarke , to advert to other persons connected
with him. Of his friends and correspondents it
may be said without the slightest exaggeration,
that they formed no inconsiderable portion of the
persons whose learning and genius have shed a
lustre upon their country during the last twenty
years , and this, not in one department only, but in
several ; and if he had shewn as much regard for
his own letters , by taking copies of them , as he
did for those of others, by preserving them, they
would have constituted together a body of corre¬
spondence as interesting and instructive as any
which has been presented to the public in our
memory . His curious and ardent mind, was ever
stirring some question of ancient or modern learn¬
ing, for which the course of study connected with
his Travels or his Lectures , was constantly supply¬
ing fresh materials , as various as they were im¬
portant , and it is only necessary to subjoin the
names of some of the persons who took a share in
t 2
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these discussions , to satisfy the reader how much
both of light and interest the application of such
minds must have brought to them .* Of these it
is not intended to assert that every one was a re¬
gular correspondent of Dr. Clarke, although many
of them were so in the most extensive sense of the
term , but merely to affirm, that they all contri¬
buted in their several ways , and in a greater or
less degree , to that mass of active information,
which he was constantly employed in distributing,
* Besides the eminent names of Porson, Parr , and Burney,
with Dr. Maltby and Dr. Butler,already mentioned, there appear
in the departments of classical and philological literature, Mr.
Payne Knight , Dr. Raine, Dr. Bloomfield, Professors Monk and
Dobree, Dr. Kaye (Bishop of Bristol), Mr. Matthias, Mr. Weston,
Archdeacon Wrangham, &c. ; amongst persons distinguished by
travel, or in the fine arts, Mr. John Hawkins, Mr. Malthus, Lord
Byron, Mr. Walpole, Lord Aberdeen, Mr. Squire, Lord Valentia,
Mr. Wilkins,Mr. Hobhouse, Mr. Banks, Mr. Burckhardt, Dr. Heber, Sir W. Gell, Mr. Hamilton, Major Rennel, Mr. Pennant, &c.;
hi chemistry, mineralogy, and natural history, Dr. Wollaston
whose letters are particularly kind and instructive, Mr.Tennant, Sir
H. Davy, Mr. Wave!, Dr. Thomson, the mineralogical Professor
at Aberdeen, Mr. Hailstone, Dr. Milner, Dean of Carlisle, Pro¬
fessor Kidd of Oxford, Mr. Holme, Mr. Lunn, Mr. Leslie, Dr.
Brewster, Mr . Jameson, Sir W. Smith, Mr. Lambert, &c. ; to
these may be added, Mr. Edgeworth, Mr. Wilberforce, Dr.
Nicholls, Arabic Professor at Oxford; amongst foreigners
Chevalier, Pallas, Hauy, Ncezen, &c.—This list does not include
the names of many of his eminent friends resident at Cambridge >,
with whom his communications were chiefly oral.
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through various channels, to the minds of others ;
for with him the delight of acquiring knowledge

was only equalled by that of communicating it.
Nor could there possibly exist a stronger testimony
to his own candour , liberality , and intelligence,
than that such a host of men, so variously gifted
and endowed , some of them neither easy of access,
nor prodigal of information, should have found it a
pleasure for so many years to co-operate in his
labours ; and to interest themselves in his success :
we say , found it a pleasure , for it is gratifying to
observe, that the great bulk of these letters are as
expressive of good-will and kindness, as they are
distinguished by intelligence and learning ; and
the fact itself will be considered as one of the most
remarkable features in the life and character of the
man. The letters on Mineralogy consist of two
large volumes, collected and bound up by him¬
self, and would almost form a history of the science
for the last ten years : those of Mr. Matthias , from
Italy , are very numerous, and as remarkable for
their classical taste , as for their playfulness and
affection. Upon these stores it is not the inten¬
tion of the author of this Memoir to intrude : hap¬
pily most of the writers still survive, and if it
were otherwise , even the most moderate use of
their correspondence would lead him far beyond
the limits and the object of the present work;
nevertheless one exception will be made, in the
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case of Mr . Burckhardt , an accomplished traveller
like himself , whose letters will now be given , partly
because they throw light upon his connexion with
Dr . Clarke , which was highly honourable to both,
and partly because , although possessing much
interest , as well from the character of the man as
from the circumstances under which they were
written , they are not likely in any other way to
see the light.
It has been affirmed in the Memoir prefixed to
Mr . Burckhardt ’s Travels , that the bequest of his
Arabic MSS . (the choicest collection in Europe)
to the Public Library at Cambridge , was intended
as a mark of gratitude for the literary benefits and
the kind attention which he received there ; the
statement is undoubtedly true , but it remains to be
recorded how much of the merit of these services
is due to Dr . Clarke , and how happily in this in¬
stance , as well as in others , his exertions and
character have tended indirectly to the credit of
the University , whose welfare he had so much at
heart.
Mr . Burckhardt was a gentleman by birth , as
well as by education , and resided for a considerable
time in Cambridge , both before and after his engage¬
ment with the African Society , in 1808 ; chiefly with
the view of profiting by such opportunities as the
place afforded for improving himself in natural his¬
tory and oriental literature . He brought few re-
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commendations , and from principle as well as
inclination , lived exceedingly private and retired :
nor was there any thing at that time, either in his
conversation or manner , which was likely to strike
an ordinary observer ; for the dispersion of his
family by the French Revolution , had added
seriousness to a character naturally grave ; and at
all times his parts were more solid than specious.
Dr . Clarke , however, soon found him out, and by
every means which his own resources and his
his situation in Cambridge supplied , endeavoured
to give effect to his views, and to make his resi¬
dence agreeable to him, as well as instructive.
His house was open to him at all times—he pro¬
cured him access to whatever books or persons
were likely to be of service to him ; and without
wishing to detract from the kindness of others,
and particularly from that of Dr . and Mrs. Marsh,
to which Mr. Burckhardt himself always attached
the highest value, it may be said, that most of his
happiest hours were spent in Dr . Clarke’s society,
and in that of his family. Nor was his sagacity
less remarkable with regard to this gentleman,
than his kindness . He soon discovered in Mr.
Burckhardt those qualities for which he has been
since so distinguished , and was delighted to bring
them forward to the notice of his friends ; to whom
he also frequently predicted that high degree of
reputation which this traveller afterward attained.
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How sensible Mr. Burckhardt was

this kindness,
may be partly inferred from the fact of his having
confided his MSS . to Dr . Clarke ; but the letters
now submitted to the reader will shew it more
decidedly.
of

Mr . Burckhardt to the Rev . Dr . Clarke.
“Aleppo

, May 3, 1811.

“ I might begin with a world of reproaches,
but knowing as I do that nothing will ever change
your fickle disposition , I wave my right of abusing
you, and assure you, that notwithstanding your
obstinate silence, my thoughts have often been
with you, and dwelt on the remembrance of our
friendship, which, against all appearances , I still
am persuaded to be as sincere on your side as it
is on mine. Do not , however, put my confidence
upon too severe a trial, nor presume that you pos¬
sess any means of making in future times amends
for having thus trifled with the desire I have to
hear of the welfare of my friends . Lady R . will
have informed you of my tour to Palmyra . I have
since not been idle. As soon as the government of
Damascus, after the recent change of the Pacha,
and a short internal war, had reassumed some de¬
gree of stability , without which the traveller is
at the mercy of every miserable village Scheik, I
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set out upon an excursion to Baalbec and the
Libanus , along the highest summits of which, from
the Cedres two days ’ journey southward , I re¬
turned into the fertile valley of Bekaa , or CoeleSyria . From thence I continued my way through
the Druse districts of Hasbeya into the plain of
the Houle, or the lake Samachonitis , where I
visited the source of the river Jordan , and the
ruins of the ancient Caesarea Philippi , now called
Banias ; and returned afterward to Damascus , over
the chain of mountains called Djebel Heish . The
district of Hasbeya is interesting on account of its
mineral productions . Little qualified as I was,
fully to judge of them , I was merely busy in pick¬
ing up specimens of rocks and minerals, in order
to exhibit them to some true connoisseur. In the
neighbourhood of Hasbeya are large wells of bitu¬
men Judaicum . I likewise found there a moun¬
tain covered with pieces of fluor spar, and at
another spot native amalgam of mercury . The
whole chain of the Libanus and Anti-Libanus is of
a primitive , calcareous rock ; near the highest top
of it , over the Cedres , I found a petrified shell.
After my return to Damascus , I remained there
three weeks, preparing and collecting information
for a tour through a country , which, till a few years
ago, had never been visited by any European tra¬
veller. I mean the country to the south and
south-east of Damascus, which is still called by
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its ancient patriarchal name, the country of Hauran . Mr. Seetzen , the German traveller , who is
at this moment exploring the interior of Africa, to
the south of Abyssinia , had seen five years ago part
of Hauran , previous to his memorable tour round
the eastern borders of the Dead Sea. The diver¬
sity of Arab tribes who frequent that country,
make it of difficult access . I had, however, the
good fortune to return unmolested , in the begin¬
ning of December , 1810, to my head-quarters
at Damascus , after an absence of nearly four
weeks . The Hauran is cultivated to the distance
of about one hundred miles south of Damascus.
Its inhabitants , in their dress and manners,
and their frequent change of abode from one
village to the other , are complete Bedoweens.
The generality of them are Turks , but Greek
Christians are likewise met with in almost every
village, and the Druses have a settlement of about
twenty villages in the mountains of Hauran . The
good disposition one of the Druses ’ chiefs enter¬
tained towards me, enabled me to push forward
into the desert , part of which, to the south-east oT
the Castle of Bosra , I traversed during a fatiguing
march of four days , accompanied by three Druseis
and two Bedoweens . The mountain of the Druses;,
as well as the southern plain, is full of interesting
ruins and remains of antiquity . I saw an amphittheatre in most complete preservation , severad
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elegant temples , a number of colonnades ; and
copied upwards of one hundred Greek inscriptions.

Most of them are of the lower empire ; there are,
however, several of the time of Nero, Trajanus,
M. Aurelius. On my way back to Damascus , I
visited several villages which had a few months
ago fallen a prey to the ravages of the Wahabee
chief. You may have already been informed by
the newspapers that Ibu Saoud, the present Wa¬
habee chief, made in July , 1810, an incursion into
the neighbourhood of Damascus : it was just about
the time I arrived there from Palmyra . The in¬
habitants of Damascus , knowing the Pacha ’s feeble
resources for the defence of the city , were so much
frightened , that many began to send off to the
mountain of the Druses their most valuable effects.
The Wahabee , however, executed his design in
the true Arab style . He remained only two days
and a half in the Hauran , overran in that time a
space of at least one hundred and forty miles,
plundered and ransacked about thirty villages, and
returned flying into the heart of his desert domi¬
nions. The Pacha had issued from Damascus with
a corps of about six thousand men, but did not
venture to hazard the chance of an engagement.
Ibu Saoud was for several hours in view of him,
but he contented himself with awkwardly firing
off his guns. The Wahabees were for the greater
part mounted upon she-camels, whose milk af-
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forded in the desert subsistence to themselves,
and to the few horses which accompanied them.
Their strength was between seven and eight thou¬
sand men. It is to be presumed , that their success
will tempt them to repeat their attack ; the eastern
districts of Syria will then rapidly be deserted by
their inhabitants , and the desert , which is already
daily gaining ground upon the cultivated fields,
will soon swallow up the remaining parts of one of
the most fruitful countries of the east . From Da¬
mascus I returned to Aleppo by Homs and Hamah,
and completed my journey on the 1st of January,
1811 .

“ My health continues , thank God, to be as well,
and even better than it ever was in Europe . My
journey to Palmyra happened to be during the
greatest summer heat ; untoward circumstances
obliged me to travel for forty hours, almost with¬
out interruption , upon a camel that was guided by
an Arab, who comfortably sat upon the saddle,
while I had nothing but my mantle to soften my
desperate seat upon the camel’s back-bone, behind
the saddle ; my blood was boiling, but my health
continued as before. During my Hauran tour
I suffered severely from almost incessant rains,
cold and miserable diet ; but bore it through , and
look now forward with much less apprehension to
the influence of African climes.
I am tolerably au courant in European politics,
I
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and rejoice in the noble defence of Portugal and
Spain ; Buonaparte begins to shew signs of mad¬
ness, in my opinion ; he destroys his own wealth
to make his enemies beware not to risk theirs, and
the bonfires of English merchandize , all over the
Continent , prove only his impotent rage. I have
looked out in vain for the advertisement of your
Travels ; are they still in petto ? Indeed , I begin to
believe from experience , that it is a less fatiguing
duty to perform travels than to write them down.
I am astonished that no English traveller has
yet
made his appearance in these parts , since the peace
with Turkey ; the moment is as favourable now as
it ever can be, and nobody needs be afraid of find¬
ing too much trodden ground . Syria still
remains
only half known, and Anatolia and Caramania, are
known only as far as the caravan routes conduct
the traveller . It has become a conviction with
me, that travels in these countries , if pushed on
beyond the great caravan roads, admit only of two
modes to ensure the traveller ’s safety . He must
either travel with a Pacha ’s retinue , to enforce his
safety by his imposing countenance , and never
ceasing presents ; or else must throw himself as a
poor devil upon the mercy of his protecting
genius,
and. the good-natured character of the country
people . Any half measures cannot fail to expose
the traveller to numberless embarrassments ; they
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will even endanger his personal security , without
forwarding in the least his projects.
“ I find great pleasure in the study of Arabic,
and confess that the oriental amusements of riding,
bathing , and smoking , are likewise much to my
taste . Summing up the history of my private life
in Syria , I assure you , that I have passed as many
pleasant hours in this country as I might have
expected to enjoy in any other . The climate is
so delightful , and its influence upon one’s spirits
so beneficial, that I shall certainly ever hereafter
regret it .”
Mr . Burckhardt to the Rev . Dr . Clarke.
“ Damascus

, May

30 , 1812.

“ If you had been conscious of the pleasure a
letter of yours would give me, your friendship I
dare say would have prompted you long ago to let
me hear news of you . It is however not the less
welcome for arriving late , for I can assure you
that the perusal of your dear and long expected
favour of the 27th of November , 1811, has been as
gratifying to me as the sweetest draught of water
after a summer ’s day’s ride in the desert , which you
will allow is saying a good deal. You are rather
reserved in your letter about what interests me
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more than any thing else, I mean your own situa¬
tion . Were it not for Mrs . Marsh ’s letter , I should
be ignorant of your being comfortably established
at Trumpington , and of your having got a living.
You were perhaps afraid I might immediately
bespeak a room in your new palace ; but you
need be under no apprehensions of my so soon
intruding upon you ; my lodgings for several years
yet to come, will be Arab huts and Bedouin tents.
I wish you heartily joy of the general , I might
say unparalleled , interest your Travels have ex¬
cited , and the proportionate harvest in fame and
wealth attending it , and hope that both may still
increase by the publication of the second volume.
As for your having mentioned my name in your
treatise of Syria , I must freely tell you, that it
does not at all agree with my wishes . It might
seem as if I should like to have my name launched
out into the world independent of the support of
those to whom my time and labour is devoted . I
owe to them alone what I am at present , and
should be ungrateful not to give them exclusive
credit for what I may become in future . I have
avoided much correspondence in England , and
cut short all correspondence with Germany , in
order that the African Association might not sup¬
pose that I was hunting after reputation above that
which they might be willing to grant me. If,
therefore, you wish to oblige me, and to prove to

284

THE LIFE

OF

me that your friendship is due to Burckhardt , and
not to the African traveller , you will henceforward

keep my letters in private to yourselves , which I
declare to you is the condition sine qua non of my
future correspondence .'
“ Since I wrote to you last, which , if I am not
mistaken , was from Aleppo, May , 1811, I have
till lately been rather inactive . I remained the
whole of last year at Aleppo , a journey into the
desert excepted , which I undertook in September
and October , in order to see the banks of the
Euphrates . I visited Rehaba and Deyr (the an¬
cient Thapsacus , of which nothing but a ruined
bridge remains ), but was prevented from pushingfarther on ; for the rascals of Deyr killed my
camel, and a party of Arabs stripped me, literally
to the skin, on my way from Deyr to Sokhue.
The view, however , of the majestic river and its
luxuriant banks , bordered as they are by the bar¬
ren desert , is well worth any fatigue , and many
discoveries of antiquity may still be made in that
part of the desert lying to the north of the caravan
route , from Aleppo to Bagdad . But travelling in
these districts is subjected to many casualties,
and without going to great expense for armed
escorts , it is hardly possible to take an exact sur¬
vey of the country . The time had now arrived
for leaving Aleppo , and drawing nearer towards
Egypt . I felt real pain in parting from my Aleppo
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iriends . Mr. Barker , the English consul, in whose
house I had lived since my return from Damascus,
is a most worthy and amiable man, of true English
blood (which is scarce enough in the Levant), and
possessed of much more talents than are necessary
to fulfil the duties of his situation . Of Mr. Van
Maseyk, the ex-Dutch consul, tthe same may be
said, and his friendship is invaluable to the travel¬
ler, on account of his intimate knowledge of the
Turks , their language and manners, in which he
certainly beats most Franks established in the
Levant. I left Aleppo in the middle of February,
in company of Mr. Fiott , of St . John ’s, who had
spent two months at Aleppo, where we had got
well acquainted . We kept company as far as
Tripoli, from whence he returned by Ladikia
and Antioch to Aleppo, in his way through
Asia Minor. As for myself, I proceeded south¬
ward ; I visited the district of Kesroan, the only
spot I ever heard of where superabundance of
monks is no obstacle to industry ; from thence I
turned towards the mountains of the Druses,
where I remained a couple of days at the Emeer
Besheer’s new-built palace, near Deyr el Kamir,
and crossing the southern chain of the Libanus,
arrived at Damascus towards the latter end of
March . The Druses have lately grown into great
consequence, keeping as they do in their hands,
the balance between the Pachas of Acre and DaVOL . II .

u
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mascus. They are, in fact, the only nation in
Syria , to which the name of commonwealth can
be applied ; they are free with regard to each
other, but despots in their dealings with the other
inhabitants of the mountains . If Syria is ever to
emerge from its deadly slumber , it probably may
be through the influence of the Druses . Headed
by a man like Fakhr Eddyn , they might easily
extend their dominion over the whole country,
throw off their allegiance to the Porte , and rege¬
nerate the nation ’s deplorable state . But at pre¬
sent their government is weak, because they are
commanded by the Emeer Besheer , a Turk , or spu¬
rious Christian , whom they dislike, and whose
salutary operations they are constantly endeavour¬
ing to impede . All these speculations , however,
are mere dreams . Let a Turk , Druse , or Levantine
Christian govern Syria , the state of the people
will still remain the same, or rather will grow daily
worse, as long as the principles of government do
not change. It knows of nothing but extorting
money ; the subjects are wont to see a tyrant in
every new master ; no recollection of a happier
state rouses their souls ; no knowledge of what
government ought to be, pervades their minds ;
they look on things with stupid , passive indif¬
ference, as if the Creator had willed them to
serve only for the caprice of their masters ; it is
even to be doubted , whether the generality of the
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inhabitants would relish a government rigidly se¬
vere and impartial in the distribution of justice.
It requires but a superficial knowledge of the
wretched character of the unprincipled Syrians,
to be persuaded that , if for instance English laws
were to be introduced in this country , half of its
population would within the first six months be¬
come settlers of Botany Bay.
“ It had been since last year my wish to com¬
plete my survey of the Houran ; I therefore visited
that country for a second time, and it is now about
a fortnight that I am returned to Damascus from
that excursion ; I saw those districts which I had
not passed over in 1810, and pushed from thence
forwards as far as the Wady Zerka (probably the
Jabok , the frontier ofthe Ammonites, in theDecapolis). The remains of the ancient town of Djerash
(Gerasa) in the mountains of Moerad, situated at a
short distance from the Jabok , might almost be
compared with those of Palmyra and Heliopolis,
if the beauty of its architecture was equal to the
extent of the ruins . There are, however, two very
handsome temples of the best time of Homan
architecture ; the construction of most of the other
remaining buildings appears to be of later date;
two amphitheatres , several palaces, two bridges
over the Wady Keroan, large gateways , and a.bove
all a long street lined with columns, leading to a
half circle of fifty-seven still remaining Ionic pilu2
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Jars, in front of the great temple 's hill, powerfully
claimed my admiration . Upwards of 190 columns
in perfect preservation , are dispersed over the
city , which appears to have been built after the
model of Palmyra . I only found four Greek in¬
scriptions , one of Adrianus , one of M. Aurelius ;
many others will doubtless in future be found
there ; but my time was not at my own disposal
during my stay at Djerash ; the fear of the stroll¬
ing Arabs had such powerful effect upon the minds
of my guides, that they would have left me alone
with the gods of Gerasa, if I had tarried a fewr
minutes longer. After a short circuitous tour , I
descended into the valley of the Jordan , near
where that river issues from the lake of Tiberias.
The river Sheryat el Mandhoor (the Jarmouk of
the Holy Scripture , and the Hieromax of the
Greeks) empties itself into the Jordan a few hours
below the lake ; in its narrow valley, up the moun¬
tains to the east of the Jordan , are ten hot sul¬
phureous wells, close to the river’s banks, and on
both sides of it ; above the most western of these
wells, to the south of the Sheryat el Mandhoor,
upon an elevated mountain, are the ruins of Omkeis (perhaps Gadara or Gamala), with two am¬
phitheatres , and immense heaps of fragments of
columns ; but no columns remain standing . Iremounted the eastern chain farther northward , and
returned to Damascus through the district called
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Djolan ( perhaps Gaulonites), which together with
Hauran is the granary of Damascus.
“ I hope to see the remaining part of the Decapolis, in a short time hence, in my way towards
Arabia Petraea, and Egypt , for I intend setting out
from here in two or three days ; I shall then take
my final leave of Syria , a country where i have
spent many happy hours, and which I might wish
to visit once more again.
“ In answer to your queries about pointed
arches , I must tell you that what I have seen of
ancient architecture in Syria , is rather against
your opinion ; the ruined buildings of the last
times of the lower empire, about the mountain of
St . Simon Stylites , those of Djebel llicha , of the
eastern desert (like Andereen), and of the Hauran,
have all round arches ; the ancient remains of
Saracen architecture , consist in castles built for
the greater part during the epoch of the crusades,
which have certainly pointed arches, but their
construction is posterior to the introduction of the
Gothic style in Great Britain . The castles of
Banias, Bosera, Rabbad , Meszyad , Sadjar, Hossn,
belong to this period ; the latter , which is situated
near the road from Hamah to Tripoli , is remarkable
for a beautiful Gothic hall, most of these castles
owe their origin to the prudent spirit of defence
adopted against the Franks by Salah Eddyn ; or
to the cautious despotism of Melek el Dhaher„the
conqueror of Syria ; the exact epoch of whose
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reign , in the eleventh century , you may find in
d’Herbelot . Other castles of more ancient struc¬
ture like those of Aleppo, Homs, Salkhat , which
have pointed arches , have been repeatedly re¬
touched , and it is difficult to decide to what epoch
the arches belong ; the towns on the coast , of which
I have seen very little , ought to be examined in
order to answer your question.
“ I humbly offer my grateful thanks to Mrs.
Angelike (shall I say Kaufman or Clarke ?), for
having taken the pains of etching my bearded
head ; the satisfaction I feel is not from the vanity
of knowing myself existing in print , although to
confess the truth that is flattering enough, but
from the conviction I thus derive of your and Mrs.
Clarke’s often remembering me, which indeed I
fully deserve for the friendship I bear to you both.
If you believe me you will bring up Hotspots * to
be as great a traveller as yourself, for the life of a
traveller is certainly a happy one, so long as suc¬
cess and return home may be expected ; I hope
to arrive in England in time to make an Arabic
scholar of him ; we shall then send him from Eton
to the Wahabee court , to wrangle with the stu¬
dents at Derayeh , and leave it at his option after¬
ward , either to become a fellow of Jesus College,
or an Olema at Medineh.
“No English travellers have for these last two
* D . Clarke’s eldest child.
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years been 'in Syria , excepting Mr. Knight and
Mr. Fazakerly in 1811, who visited Jerusalem,
the mountain , and Damascus ; Mr . Fiott , who has
seen the whole of Syria , together with Palmyra;
Mr. Wynne , brother to Sir Watkin, who left Da¬
mascus a short time before my arrival ; and Mr.
Boughton who is at present at Aleppo, after
having gone over the greater part of Syria . I just
hear that the Honourable Mr . North is arrived at
Tripoli , and that Lady Chatham has reached
Jerusalem ; it is not probable that I shall meet
either of them . English travellers ought to begin
their excursions with Syria , not with Egypt , for
many reasons . It were to be wished that instead
of going the common caravan roads , every traveller
should make it a point of visiting some unknown
places . What remains unknown in Syria, even
after Seetzen ’s travels may be published , is the
mountain chain of the Anzeyry , on the west side
of the Orontes , from Antioch towards Hamah;
the chain of the Anti-Libanus ; the northern de¬
clivity of the Libanus towards Belad Akkar ; the
country of the Metawelys above Acre ; the course
of the Jordan ; besides many places in Palestine.
I have constantly been in expectation of hearing
of the arrival of a Palestine traveller , he would
still find plenty of business , and room for dis¬
coveries.
“ I have been very unfortunate in Syria , on
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account of want of classical books. I did not sup¬
pose at my departure from England , that I should
be able to travel about in Syria , peace being not
yet concluded at that time between England md
the Porte ; and therefore neglected to .take such
notes as might facilitate my researches in that
country . The only library at Aleppo, is tha : of
Mr. Ronsuan , the French consul ; who possesses
the Classics without either ' knowing Latin or
Greek ; as he has however taken it into his head,
to become a scribbler and s$avant himself, he is so
jealous of the means he possesses to advance the
literary labours of others , that he never lets his
good books stir out of their place. He is a good
Persian scholar, and knows Arabic and Turkish,
being born at Bagdad , and educated by Persiais;
but is a most clumsy genius, and ungentleman -like
man ; mean jealousy of my pursuits made him
prevent the best Arabic scholar of Aleppo fnm
giving me lessons. In order to take my revenge,
I have done my best to persuade Mr. R . to go on
in his bookmaking business, knowing this to be
the best means to ridicule himself. The French
Consul at Tripoli, Mr. Guys , has a fine library , is
a man intimately acquainted with antiquity , and
especially with Syrian antiquity ; his collection of
Syrian medals is extremely interesting , and he is
a most liberal and gentleman-like man ; it was in
his library that I took my notes on the Decapolis.”
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Mr . Burckliardt to the Rev . Dr . Clarke.
“Cairo

, Nov . 20 , 1812.

My last to you was dated in May, from Da¬
mascus, in answer to your kind favour of Novem¬
ber, 1811. As I sent it by a good opportunity,
via Tripoli to Malta, I hope it will have reached
you long ago. I have since executed my project,
mentioned to you in my last letter , viz. of entering
Egypt by a circuitous route along the eastern
borders of the Dead Sea, and the mountains of
Arabia Petraea . Had I any interesting news to
give you from|this quarter , I should forbear to talk
exclusively of my own performances ; but this not
being the case, I shall trouble you to take a map
into your hands , and to follow my steps from
Damascus to Cairo.
“I left the former city on the 18th of June , a
few days before the Honourable Francis North
arrived there , who has since been all over Syria.
My first station was Tabaria , on the lake of Genesareth , interesting for a numerous colony of Jewish
devotees . Its famous hot baths were at half an
hour’s distance from it , near the ruins of the ancient
Tiberias , which are beyond the precincts of the
present town . I visited from thence the borders
of the lake, and Mount Tabor . Having unexf<
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pectedly met with Mr. M. Bruce , of St . John ’s, to
whom the mentioning of your name served me as
an introduction , I was persuaded to go with him
to Nazareth , where I had the honour of seeing
Lady H. Stanhope , who had arrived a few days
ago from Jerusalem and Acre. She has since been
to the mountains of the Druses and to Damascus,
while Mr. Bruce has gone to Aleppo . They were
to meet again in October at Palmyra . After a
stay of a couple of days at Nazareth , I left that
town in company of some Arab pedlars ; I returned
to the banks of the Jordan , and followed the course
of that river for nearly two days , in a fine valley,
which begins at the lake of Tiberias , and continues
down to the Dead Sea. The ruins of Bysan
(Scythopolis ), Succoth , Amata (Amatha ), are in
this valley, which is called El Ghor, and is inha¬
bited only by Bedouins . Many rivers descend
from the eastern mountains into the Jordan , the
Principal of which are the Sheryat el Mandhoor
(Hieromax or Jarmouk ), the Wady Yabes , and the
Zerka (Jabok ). I then ascended the eastern chain
of mountains to the south of the Zerka , which
divides the district of Moerad from that of Belka,
as it formerly did the tribe of Gad from Reuben.
The only inhabited place in this district is Szalt,
an ancient castle , probably Salton, the seat of a
bishopric in Palestina IIP . Its inhabitants live
for six months of the year under tents , and pasture
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their cattle in the neighbouring mountains . About
eighteen miles from hence are the ruins of Amman
(Philadelphia , Civitas aquarum ), where I saw the
remains of a castle of remote antiquity , several
temples and palaces, a fine amphitheatre , the
largest of the seven buildings of that species which
are met with in the mountains to the south of
Damascus ; but the whole is much inferior to the
ruins of Gerasa , which I mentioned to you in my
last letter . I then proceeded southwards along
the upper plain of the Belka, which is inhabited
by Bedouins only . It is limited , seventy miles to
the south of Szalt, by the deep , rocky bed of the
winter current , called Wady Modjeb (the Arnon
of the Scripture ), on the other side of which the
district of Kerek, or Moabites , begins . The ruins
of Gilead, Jazyr , Esbon , Eleale, Bethmeon, Medaba , Dibon , Aroer, Rabbah Moab, or Arcopolis,
and many others illustrate the history of the
Israelite and Roman settlements in the territory
of Gad and Reuben , or Arabia Petrsea . Kerek is
a considerable Bedouin town , about thirty miles
east of the southern extremity of the Dead Sea.
Its inhabitants , who muster about eighty horse¬
men and eleven hundred matchlocks, of which
one-fourth are Greek Christians , have submitted to
pay tribute to the Wahabees . I met there two
tax -gatherers , who had just arrived from Medineh,
where Ibn Saoud then was. The rascality of the
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sheikh of this place, who stripped me of the greater
part of my money, prevented my visiting the
eastern borders of the Dead Sea, and delayed my
stay here for twenty days . But the town , whose
inhabitants are true Bedouins, being the centre of
Bedouin politics in these parts , I found means
considerably to increase my knowledge of that in¬
teresting nation during my residence at Kerek. It
was with difficulty that I got on southwards . The
Wady el Ahsa, likewise called Safye, divides the
territory of Kerek from that of Djebal (Gebalene),
where I visited the villages of Ayme, Tafyle,
Beseyra (Psora ), Dhana (Thoana), all of them in¬
habited by Bedouins who have become cultivators.
Excellent fruits grow here, and the climate is most
agreeable in these mountains (Palestina IIP . was
likewise called Salutaris ) ; but the heat down in
the valley, which is a continuation of the abovementioned Ghor, and is called here Araba, is suf¬
focating. The manna, called by the Arabs of the
Ghor Assal Beyrook , drops in their woods from
the tree Gharab : the Arabs eat it upon their
victuals like sugar, and make cakes of it. The bird
el Katta , the shape of a partridge , but smaller, is
met here in immense swarms ; the Arab boys kill
them by throwing sticks at them ; I take it to be
the Sekoua, or quail of Beni Israel . The territory
of Djebal is limited by Wady Ghoeyr , on the south
side of which begin the mountains of Sherah,
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which continue for three days ’journey southward,
until they approach the plain of Akabah (Eziongeber, or Ailah), on the Red Sea’s eastern branch.
They are the mountains known in sacred geogra¬
phy by the name of Mount Seir, the territory of
the Edomites . The castle of Kerek el Shobak
(probably Carcarice ) is a fine building of the time
of the crusades , situated near Wady Ghoeyr . One
day to the south of it is Wady Moosa, a narrow
valley, on the west end of which the tomb of
Haroon (Aaron) is shewn, upon a high mountain.
The ruins of a considerable city in this wady , sur¬
rounded by perpendicular sand-stone cliffs, appear
to be those of Petra . There are several hundred
large and elegant sepulchres cut out in the rock
on the wady ’s sides, with some beautiful and
colossal mausoleums, in which the Grecian and
Egyptian styles of architecture seem to meet.
The ruins of temples and palaces, an aqueduct , an
amphitheatre cut entirely out of the rock , and
other antiquities , render this spot of great interest
to history as well as to the fine arts . Its situation
near the abovementioned great valley, which is
the easiest caravan road from Jerusalem to Eziongeber (its colony), must have made it the empo¬
rium of the trade carried on between the Red Sea
and Palestine , after Solomon had established his
trade to Ophir . I believe myself to be the first
European traveller who has visited these districts
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south of Kerek. Mr. Seetzen went from Kerek
straight to Jerusalem . The fear of being ill-treated,
and of exposing even my safety, prevented my
pushing on as far as Akabah . The Pacha of
Egypt keeps there a numerous garrison, to watch
the proceedings of the Wahabees , and of his
rival Pacha of Damascus . I was known by the
Bedouins as a native of Damascus ; my arrival
at Akabah might have, therefore, excited much
suspicion, and I had no means to prove, in case of
necessity , by any passports or papers , that I was
a Frank . I exchanged near Shobak my mare
against a small herd of goats, for the Bedouins
have seldom any cash, with which I wandered
from camp to camp, in order to find a guide for
Egypt . Having at last procured one, after having
been tricked out of half the number of my goats,
we were informed that some Bedouins were pre¬
paring to set out for Cairo, where they intended
to sell their camels. We repaired to their encamp¬
ment near Maan, a station of the Syrian pilgrim
caravan to Mekka, and joined their little caravan.
We crossed the mountains of Sherah a second
time, passed the Araba, which is a sea of sands,
and hurried by forced marches along the desert
called el Ty . We left Rakhel (a station of the
Egyptian pilgrim caravan to Mekka) at a short
distance from us, passed to the north of Suez,
and arrived at Cairo after a journey of eleven days

EDWARD

DANIEL

CLARKE.

299

(from near Maan), of great fatigue and no less dan¬
ger, on the 4th of September.
“Thank God ! I continue to enjoy good health,
and have not felt a moment of illness during the
whole time of ray journey , although the heat in
this time of the year was often suffocating ; and
that , though I underwent great privations from
want of food and water , and, what is infinitely
more painful, from want of cleanliness ; for I had
been obliged to sell all my linen in order to buy
provisions . To have thus repeatedly tried my
constitution , and found it answer my purpose , is
a powerful incitement to pursue my task , nor shall
I ever think of returning to Europe before I shall
have completed it.
“ There is no chance of my getting off from
hence into the Libyan desert for some time. But
I hope to employ in the meanwhile my time to
some advantage . I shall follow the course of the
Nile into Nubia , beyond the cataracts towards
Dongola—a voyage upon which I shall start in a
few weeks , as soon as the canals are dried up ; for
I wish to make the journey by land . On my re¬
turn , I hope to receive some of your favours, for I
hardly enjoy any other pleasure in this country,
than the hope of living in the memory of my
friends , besides the satisfaction I derive from the
success of my travels, and the sentiment of per¬
forming my duty.
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“No English travellers are at present in Egypt.
The Pacha ’s expedition against the Wahabees
appears to be very near its ultimate success ; his
army is before Medina, the greater part of the in¬
habitants of which are gained over to his side. He
is a man of great spirit and energy ; if he succeed
in Arabia , he may prove a second Napoleon of the
East , and will have the advantage of the latter , to
have the whole interest of the church in his favour.
I have about two hundred Greek inscriptions,
which I shall send you some time hence, with my
compliments to Messrs. G. Brown and Hollingworth . They are all ineditse, and many of them
are interesting for history and geography . I re¬
ceive from time to time letters from Renouard.
Mr. Gell, I understand , has .taken winter quarters
at Rhodes : how often did I not envy him his pen¬
cil, during my last journey !”

“Esne

in Upper

Egypt

, October

18,1813.

“ I shall give you up entirely , if at the receipt
of this letter you do not blush for neglecting so
shamefully, a person who is so true a friend of
yours ; but your face, I dare say, has already got
brazened by your obstinate silence, and if thus,
I am afraid it must come at last to a total, mu¬
tual withholding of all tokens of remembrance ;
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in the mean while, I shall mention to you, that I
wrote to you last from Cairo, I think in November,

1812, giving you an account of my tour through
Arabia Petrsea . I started again from Cairo, on the
11th of January , accompanied by a trusty Fellah
servant of Upper Egypt ; the canals were already
dried up, our jackasses carried us therefore with¬
out any difficulties across the country , of which
I shall say nothing, neither of its antiquities , but
just express in passing, my opinion that the
most magnificent ruins of Egypt bear no com¬
parison with the splendour of the remains of Pal¬
myra . Towards the end of March I arrived in the
neighbourhood of the Cataract . I left my servant
at Assouan, with all the unnecessary baggage;
hired a Nubian Arab, whom I mounted upon one
of my dromedaries , and thus entered Nubia, with
a degree of curiosity much superior to that which
had led me to undertake my late journey through
Arabia. After five days’ journey we reached Derr,
the present capital of these parts of Nubia, and
the residence of the three brothers the sons of
Soleyman Kashef, who governs the country from
Assouan up to Dongola. I had some difficulty to
be permitted to proceed farther on ; I was taken
for a spy of the Pacha of Egypt , and the governors
of Nubia secretly adhere to the interests of the
Mamelukes, who have lately conquered Dongola.
Ibrim, a miserable, at present ruined castle, is
VOL. II .
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situated upon a barren rock, sixteen miles above
Derr ; eighty miles farther I arrived at Wady Haifa,
where I had a view of the second cataract ; this is
just as insignificant as that of Assouan. The
country I had passed through till now was very
much like the narrow Nile valley in the neighbour¬
hood of Assouan ; the shore is tolerably well cul¬
tivated , the river is lined by woods of date-trees,
the produce of which is the principal article of com¬
merce between Nubia and Egypt ; the inhabitants,
divided by their language into two different na¬
tions , the Kenoos and Noobas, are descendants of
ancient Bedouin tribes of Arabia, who followed the
Mahomedan conquerors into Egypt , and spread
along the borders of the river as far as Dongola;
they are an independent race of men, kind and
hospitable to strangers , but in continual skirmishes
among themselves , about the blood revenge. The
mountains which till now had always run parallel
to the river, close at Wady Haifa, and a wild,
rocky district , called by the natives , “ Batn el
Hadjar, ” or the womb of rocks, begins, where the
irregular stony bed of the river forms numerous
islands and cataracts ; huge masses of granite,
porphyry , feldspath , grauwacke , quartz , &c., com¬
pose this dreary desert , which it took me four
days to cross ; it is a dangerous road on account of
the incursions of the Arabs called Sheyga , who
often waylay and plunder here the travelling
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Nubians . On the southern side of Batn el Hadjar the country opens, and the river flows again
in a valley ; I passed here the district of Sukkot,
beyond which lies the large and fertile island of
Say , with an ancient Saracen castle ; and forty
miles farther I reached the country of Mahhass,
inhabited by blacks, whose slave caravans depart
every year twice for Cairo ; Tinarah is the chief
place in Mahhass, about four hundred and fifty
miles distant from Assouan, and forty or fortyfive miles from the limits of Dongola. Round the
mud castle of Tinarah I found a Nubian army en¬
camped , which had been besieging a rebel chief,
and had obliged him to surrender the evening before
my arrival ; two of the governors of Nubia had
come here to inspect the siege ; when I entered the
camp, I witnessed the rejoicings of victory , large
goat skins full of palm-wine and palm-spirits,
were distributed among the soldiers, and the
discharge of loaded muskets , the throwing of
lances , and beating of shields, soon announced
that the skins had been emptied . I was badly
enough received ; the question was agitated among
the drunken chiefs, whether my person or my
head only should be sent to the Mamelukes,
two of whose Beys were during that very time
travelling along the western shore of Nubia ; I
however got off, and hurried back ; there being no
boats in this country I was obliged to swim at
x 2
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Sukkot with my camels across the river, in order
to see its western banks , after I had heard that
the abovementioned Mameluke Beys had already
passed by, and I returned along the river to As¬
souan, where I found my honest fellow of a servant
in a great bustle , for the people of Assouan had
shewn a ready disposition to plunder my effects,
supposing me to be a deserter of the Egyptian
army , and to have joined the Mamelukes. Nubia
is very rich in antiquities ; Egyptian temples are
met with all the way up the river, as far as Mahhass ; the infancy of architecture shews itself in
la ge subterraneous temples or caves hewn out of
the rock, and adorned with Colossal statues of
Osiris and Isis , much in the same style as the
grottos where the Indians adore their gods ; tem¬
ples of small dimensions are met with even among
the barren rocks of Batn el Hadjar , and the islands
of that district are full of brick ruins of small castles,
which appeared to me to have belonged formerly
to those enemies which were routed and pursued
to their holds by the triumphant hero of Egypt , as
represented in the battle pieces on the walls of the
different temples at Thebes . I have copied some
Greek inscriptions which settle the site of the an¬
cient Nubian cities as far as about one hundred and
twenty miles above Assouan ; farther upwards the
country appears to have remained unknown to the
itinerary of Antoninus at least , but there are num-
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berless ruins of Greek churches , and small convents
of the lower empire, all the way up to Sukkot.
If any Cambridge men undertake hereafter the
journey into Egypt , advise them to push on as far
as at least the second cataract ; between Ibrim
and Wady Haifa is a fine temple at Besambal (a
Greek name for “ bab ” i.e. polis), with four immense
colossal figures cut out in the perpendicular side of
the mountain ; Besambal ought to be the term of
those who visit Nubia by water ; to get on farther,
camels are necessary , which are not easily to be got
south of Egypt , but are best to be purchased at
the market of Esne ; if the government of Mo¬
hammed Aly, Pacha of Egypt , acquires stability,
the journey into Nubia will become as easy and
safe, as that of Upper Egypt is at present ; but as
long as the Mamelukes retain their possessions in
Dongola, the country south of Wady Haifa ought
not to be visited by gentlemen who travel merely
for their pleasure.
“ I returned from Assouan to Siout in order to
recruit my finances, and revisited then a third time
Upper Egypt as far as Esne, the small country
town from whence these lines are dated . I hope
to start in a short time for the Nubian mountains,
in a more eastern direction than I took last spring;
I shall reach some harbour on the Red Sea, and
return , if possible, to Cairo along the Arabian
coast.
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“ Excepting a few payprus rolls, I have taken
up no articles of antiquarian curiosity in Upper
Egypt , but I have purchased several valuable
manuscripts at Cairo ; every thing o^ antiques is
exceedingly dear ; medals may be had cheaper in
Covent Garden streets than among the peasants of
the Thebaide.
“ If you did see me writing this letter , you would
willingly apologize for its lazy style ; I am sitting
in a half open court yard , upon a straw mat , sup¬
porting this leaf with my left hand, while my two
dromedaries , my jackass , my servant , and a swarm
of mosquitos , leave me not a moment’s rest . And
still I find an hour ’s time to tell you that I am
among the living, while you, lazy creature , com¬
fortably seated in a cool room, behind your
bureau , in an arm chair, have become so stingy of
your leisure time, as to make it impossible for you
to throw away five minutes, in order to let me
know how things go on with you.”

“ Cairo , July 10, 1815.

“ The pleasure I felt at my safe return to this
city on the 17th of June last, was much in¬
creased by the receipt of your dear favour of the
9th of August , 1814, which Colonel Missitt had
kept for a considerable time in his hands, having
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desired him to do so with ail letters that might
arrive to my address ; they were too dear to me
to expose them to the chances of a Red Sea navi- ■
gation . It is with infinite satisfaction I learn that
you and your family are well, and that you are
surrounded now by such a number of little ones as
to furnish one to the public travellers for all four
parts of the globe.
“ I shall endeavour to answer your architectural
questions during a visit to Alexandria , which I
have in view, as soon as my health permits it . In
the meanwhile I shall tell you that there is a large
room in one of the pyramids to the south of the
great ones, commonly called Pyramids of Sakkara,
the roof of which consists of one large pointed arch,
the two sides of which form an angle of about sixty
or sixty -five degrees . I saw no pointed arches in
the Hedjar , where I paid particular attention to
the ancient buildings at Mekka and Medina . The
arches seen there are generally Gothic, a very few
Saxon ; but the rains, joined to the friability of
the stone, and the bad cement used in the struc¬
ture of all houses and public edifices, have de¬
stroyed all vestiges of ancient architecture , and, I
venture to say, that at Jidda , Mekka, Tayf, Me¬
dina, or Yambo, the only cities of that country,
there is not a single building more than three or
four hundred years old.
“ I

think

I wrote

to

you

last

in

October

, 1813,
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from Upper Egypt . My departure from that
country was unfortunately delayed until February,
1814, when I started at last with a small caravan
destined for the slave-market of Sennaar. We
crossed the great Nubian desert of which Bruce
has given such a terrible description , probably , in
order to prevent any succeeding traveller from
again examining the tract he went over, and
reached the Nile again, near the very place from
whence Bruce had started for the desert . I fol¬
lowed the river up to Shendy, which has become
now the principal slave-market , and mercantile
town for the surrounding Negro countries . Itwas
not Bruce’s Madame Sittina (Sittina in Arabic
means nothing but ‘ our lady, ’ a term made use of
to the mistress of every house, from the highest to
the lowest), but a rascally black who sat then upon
the throne of Shendy , and who stripped me of my
gun, sending me in return a dish of meat from his
own table . In following the caravan route to Sen¬
naar, and from thence to Gondar, into Abyssinia,
routes which are much frequented by traders , I
might easily have performed Bruce’s African jour¬
ney, but I wished to explore unknown districts , and
therefore turned from Shendy eastward , in orde
to reach from thence, if possible, Massouah , the
Abyssinian sea-port , and to examine the northern
Abyssinian provinces, where I might have found
the descendants of the Troglodytes . Another
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project likewise called for my attention . It was the
same you shortly mention in your letter , viz. that
of following the banks of Bahr el Abiadh up to its
source in the White Mountains . (Djebel el Kumr
as they are called in Arabic, is rather to be trans¬
lated by ‘White Mountains, ’ than by Mountains
of the Moon : they are probably covered with
snow.) This would have been a tour of great im¬
portance and interest , but the information I col¬
lected at Shendy shewed me the great and imminent
dangers which would have attended that expedi¬
tion ; and according to the rule I have constantly
acted upon during my six years ’ travels, that of
not venturing upon journeys where the chances of
success were against me, (the instructions I received
before leaving England having pointed out to me,
middle Africa as the desired object of my mission,
for which journey I therefore was obliged to re¬
serve myself ) ; and taking into consideration this
reflection, I abandoned all farther idea of piercing
into the interior on this side, and leaving Shendy
for the east , reached the fertile banks of the river
Atbara (Astaboras , the same word ), which I fol¬
lowed southward for about one hundred and
twenty miles, thus approaching Sennaar to five or
six days ’ journey . I saw here ruins of the largest
dimensions, and of the remotest age, but unfortu¬
nately circumstances produced by imminent peril
of attack , prevented my examining them . I then
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reached the country of Taka , a name which you
will find upon the maps of Africa, but ill placed.
The country of Taka is inundated every year,
about the end of June , by torrents coming from the
Abyssinian mountains, and produces an abundant
crop of Millet, or Dhourra . Its inhabitants are
different populous tribes of Bedouins , among
which the Hallinga are the strongest . Their num¬
berless herds of camels and sheep retire for pasture
towards the southern mountains, as soon as the
harvest is over. The language of all these Be¬
douins is that of the Bishareen , the Arabs who
inhabit the Nubian Mountains, from Assouan up
to the Atbara ; it is in use as far as the frontiers of
Walcait , the northern province of Abyssinia. I re¬
mained for several weeks with the Hallingas, and
the knowledge I acquired of their character , made
me give up all hopes of being able to proceed
towards Massouah . The treachery of these people
is without bounds, and renders it quite impossible
to cross the country with baggage of the smallest
value, in order to defray the expenses of the jour¬
ney . Your very guide, bound by the oath most
sacred to him, will strip and kill you, as soon as he
finds a safe opportunity . I should therefore have
had no objection to divest myself of all my baggage
and trifling merchandises judged valuable in this
country , if I might have supposed that travelling
like a derwish , or beggar (which, taking all toge-
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ther , is the most comfortable way of travelling in
dangerous districts ), could have ensured my safety.
But the rascally Nubians join to their want of
good faith, that of hospitality . Not a drop of
milk nor a handful of Dhourra is ever given by the
wealthiest shepherd to a hungry stranger . Even
those poor Negro pilgrims who come from the
shores of the Atlantic , and pass here on their way
to the holy city , are obliged to pay for every meal.
A person , therefore , thinking of being able to beg
his way through these inhospitable tribes , would
certainly in a few days perish of hunger ; a con¬
sideration which will certainly be deemed power¬
ful enough to apologize for my not having ventured
to proceed in my plan. I was glad to find an op¬
portunity of quitting Taka , in taking a northern
direction , and proceeded in company of a cara¬
van, loaded with Dhourra , towards Souakin . We
crossed the chain of high mountains, called Langab,
to the south of which we had continual rains (in
May), while the hot Simoom wind was reigning on
the northern side, and arrived in the beginning of
June at Souakin, a well-known sea-port of the
Red Sea, whose inhabitants import yearly up¬
ward of three thousand slaves from the interior
of Africa into the harbours of Arabia. Having
with some difficulty escaped the avidity of the
Turkish custom officer of Souakin, who was ready
to declare me for a Mameluke coming from
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Dongola, in order to rob me of a faithful slave,
the only thing of value left to me, I embarked on
board a country boat, and reached Jidda in July>
after a very tedious sea voyage, in the course of
which we touched at the celebrated Emerald
Island , now called Djebel Mekowar , a barren,
rocky place, inhabited by a few families of Be¬
douin Ichthyophagi.
“ My Arabian journey was not so fortunate as
the just described African one. The climate of
the Hedjaz, and the bad water which is met with
there had a very pernicious effect upon my health,
which , under the greatest fatigues in Africa, had
never abandoned me. I travelled with much more
ease and comfort in Arabia, than I had done before;
yet was no sooner arrived at Jidda than I had to
cope with a violent inflammatory fever ; at Mekka
I suffered severely from the dysentery , and a quo¬
tidian fever kept me for three months in my room
at Medina, and weakened me so much, that it was
with no little difficulty that I was able to reach
Cairo. I am now in a convalescent state , but
during the hot season strength is not easily re¬
paired , and it may probably take me a couple of
months until I am completely restored.
“ During myjstay in the Hedjaz, I visited Mekka,
Jayf, Medina, and Yembo . The war then carried
on in those countries by Mohammed Aly, Pacha
of Egypt , against the Wahabees , prevented my
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visiting from Tayf, the fertile mountains extending
towards the Yemen, which are the seats from
whence most of the Bedouin tribes of Arabia have
sprung , and where the ancient Bedouin manners
are still conserved in all their purity . I remained
several months in Mekka , a dirty town of almost
thirty thousand inhabitants , situated in a complete
desert , and performed in November, 1814, in com¬
pany of about eighty thousand pilgrims, collected
here from the farthest west and east, the pilgrimage
to Mount Ararat , six hours from Mekka, which
constitutes me now Hadgee , and shall serve me in
future as the most powerful and efficacious recom¬
mendation , in travelling among other savage Mo¬
hammedan nations . In January I proceeded
through the interior of the country to Medina,
twelve days ’journey from Mekka ; it had been my
intention to remain there a few weeks, and to re¬
turn then overland, through the desert to Cairo,
examining on my way the extensive ruins said to
be at Hedjer , six days’journey north from Medina,
the existence of which is attested by several pas¬
sages of the Koran, and belongs to the remotest
times of Arabian history . A few days , however,
after my arrival at Medina, I was taken, as I
already mentioned , with a fever, which continued
its uninterrupted course for three months , and had
already made me despair of ever seeing my friends
again. As soon as I found myself a little better,
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far from being able to undertake a fatiguing desert

journey , I dragged myself to Yembo, a harbour
five days ’ journey distant from Medina. Nearly
three weeks were spent in that town, until I could
find a passage for Egypt , and most uncomfortably
did I pass that time, for the plague had just begun
its ravages there as well as in Jidda , both which
towns have almost been depopulated . This disease
has never been known to have reached Arabia be¬
fore ; it was imported this year from Cairo and
Suez. (According to the registers of the govern¬
ment , upwards of forty -five thousand souls have
died this year at Cairo.) I landed on the peninsula
of Mount Sinai, and arrived from thence by land §
at Cairo, which town I thus reached again after
an absence of upwards of two years and a half.
“ Arabia, as far south as Abon Ari«h on the coast
of Yemen, has become at present a Turkish con¬
quest . The Wahabees had for several years been
very successful against the invaders , which they
had routed in almost every encounter . In the be¬
ginning of 1814, Mohammed Aly, the Pacha of
Egypt , paid a personal visit to his troops in the
Hedjaz , and increased his army there to the anount
of about six or seven thousand men ; he seized the
Shereef Ghalel, governor of Mekka, who was sent
by orders of the Porte to Salonie, gained the good¬
will of the Bedouin Arabs in the Hedjaz by distri¬
buting amongst them considerable preser.ts in
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money and clothes, and at last ventured in January,

1815, upon an expedition against the united forces
the Wahabees , who had approached Tayf, and
formed an army of forty thousand men, all armed
with matchlocks ; on the 11th and 12th of January,
a decisive battle was fought near the village of
Byssel four days ’journey south east from Mekka;
the prowess of the Turkish cavalry decided the
contest , and the Wahabees were completely de¬
feated ; they lost upwards of seven thousand men
killed, about five hundred prisoners , who were
afterward impaled at Mekka and Jidda , all their
tents and baggage, and about six thousand camels.
The Pacha pursued the fugitives in a southern di¬
rection , he took the town Tarabo, headed by a
famous female chief, of the name of Ghalye, who.
had twice defeated the Turkish corps sent against
her ; and still continuing his way south, possessed
himself of the fertile districts of Rayne and Byshe
(the latter thirteen days ’ journey from Mekka),
the chiefs of which were all changed by him.
From Byshe he turned to the west , and crossing
the chain of mountains which runs all through
Arabia, parallel with the sea, arrived in the coun¬
try of the Arabs, called Asyr, whose sheikh, Tamy,
was the most powerful chieftain south of Mekka,
who had already once defeated the Turkish army,
and had joined his party at Byssel with ten thou¬
sand men. A hard fought battle of two days put
of
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Mohammed Aly in possession of Tamy’s castle,
the latter himself fled to the Shereef Hamoud,
governor of the Yemen seacost, by whom he was
treacherously taken prisoner , and sent in chains to
Mohammed Aly, who descended now towards the
seacoast at Gonfode, and returned to Mekka
seventy -five days after his departure from thence,
having thus succeeded in completely subduing the
most strenuous adherent of the Wahabees, during
an expedition , the success of which does infinite
honour to his spirit of enterprise and his martial
genius ; his troops and himself suffered the great¬
est hardships from want of provisions, his camels
and horses all died on the road, yet such was the
influence he had gained over the minds of his sol¬
diers, that they cheerfully followed his orders,
which , considering the spirit of independence and
constant revolt of the Turkish soldiers, does still
more honour to the Pacha ’s abilities than even his
victories. Having thus settled to his satisfaction
the affairs of the south, where no Wahabees remain
at present , the Pacha proceeded in April, 1815, to
Medina, where his eldest son, Touson Pacha , was
stationed , in order to direct from thence his ope¬
rations against the country of Nedjed, and the town
of Deray eh, the seat of the Chief of the Wahabees,
twelve days’ journey distant from Medina ; his
cavalry took in May possession of the district of
Kasyne, and advanced to the distance of six days’
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journey from Deray eh,being separated from thence
by a desert plain . The want of camels of transport,
however, did not permit the Pacha to accomplish
his designs ; orders were sent to Cairo and Damas¬
cus for a new supply of several thousands of them,
and Mohammed Aly returned in the mean time to
Egypt in June 1815. If Derayeh is taken , the
Wahabee power will be entirely destroyed ; but
that town is of difficult access, easily to be de¬
fended, and inhabited by a warlike tribe of Arabs.
“ I have had positive news from Mocha, that
Dr . Seetzen was not killed in Africa, as reported
some years ago in the public prints , but poisoned
in September , 1811, by order of the Imam of
Yemen, at Taes, a country town two days’journey
from Mocha, while he was just starting on a jour¬
ney through the inland countries of Yemen to
Makat and Bassora ; his papers and baggage,
which latter had principally attracted the cupidity
of the government , being loaded upon seventeen
camels (a circumstance hardly to be believed, but
positively affirmed by the gentlemen of the East
India Factory , who saw Dr. S. only two days
before his melancholy fate) : in fact his whole
equipage was sent to Sana .”
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“ Cairo , 28th June, 1816.

“ For once you have the right to abuse me .

It

is upwards of four months that I have received
your letter of the 20th of October , and I should
certainly have answered it long ago, had I not
been desirous of taking at the same time my leave
of you, and closing for awhile my eastern correspondence with you. My ultimate departure from
here must , however, still be delayed ; and this
being the ,case, I did not wish longer to keep back
my answer , were it merely to deprive you of the
satisfaction to retort upon me for as much negli¬
gence as I had formerly reproached you with.
“Your various communications have been most
acceptable . They were for the greater part unknown to me, except the political news, for in
that we are seldom more than two months behind -

I
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|
|
3
I
j

•
)
\
\

hand with France and England . The battle of |
Waterloo was known at Cairo in the first days of |
August . What gave me most pleasure to under¬
stand is, that you are well and flourishing, and that
the success of your publication is equal to your
most sanguine hopes, and the just expectations of
your friends. I infinitely regret not to have had
an opportunity of perusing your work, of which I
have seen, however, several reviews. On one subject I am afraid we shall be ‘at daggers drawnI ]
mean your opinion of Bruce . It is certainly not
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by questioning a rude , untaught man about facts
which had taken place when he must have been
yet a child, that satisfactory inferences can be
drawn ; and the circumstance of your Abyssinian
at Cairo having recognised the correctness of
Bruce ’s drawings , is of little moment , at least to
me, who know the little power of discrimination
Easterns in general possess, in judging of pictures
or sculptures . I would lay a wager at any time
to take the first Arab from the streets of Cairo,
and shew him the picture of a flea, asking him at
the same time whether it was not like his camel,
and to receive an affirmative answer without the
smallest hesitation . Bruce , it seems to me, has
never had yet justice done to him ; for he stands
now convicted , and that from his own papers , be¬
yond the slightest doubt , to have been guilty not
only of exaggerations , oversights, or braggardism,
which might be pardoned in consideration of his
other merits , but of the most palpable, downright
falsehoods, and shameful literary forgeries, spun
out to a considerable •length , with which he in¬
tended to impose upon an admiring world. Yet he
finds his advocates still ! Yet many allow that he
was an honourable man ! His character has no¬
thing to do with his literary merits ; the first, I
speak it from full conviction, appears to have been,
after all his boasting to the contrary , as mean as
the others were exalted ; and it may at once serve
y 2
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to characterize our age, that so distinguished a man

dared with such impudence to delude , and still
should find his defenders ! I would rather forgive
a man to be found perjured in the Old Bailey, than
forgive Bruce ; and the time may perhaps come,
when similar literary crimes are brought to the
cognizance of the law as well as civil ones. They
certainly originate in as bad principles , and do as
much harm as many of the latter.
“The friendly advice you give me about the
necessity of being constantly attentive to my jour¬
nal, deserves my best thanks . No fatigue, or sunrays , or sleepiness, have ever caused me to let my
tablets repose in my pocket , when any observation
presented itself fit to be noted down . But the in¬
quisitive and suspicious eyes of the Arabs and
blacks have often produced that effect ; and un¬
fortunately the traveller ’s eagerness to observe, or
at least to write, must often be checked by fears
for his safety. In travelling, at least as I am obliged
to do, many little artifices must be practised to
keep the travelling companions ignorant of one’s
views, and of the paper and pencil ; and how far
their prejudices go with respect to the sight of a
man writing in the road , those only can have an
idea of, who have ever tried similar expeditions,
and adopted my mode of travelling , which I firmly
believe presents the only chance of success in the
long run.
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“I have lately read Wishaw ’s Memoir of Ten¬
nant , which you mention to me. The respect and
esteem I had for Mr. Tennant , whose acquaintance
I made through Mr. Browne, was not owing to
any lectures he gave me ; and as I should think it
an honour to have been instructed by him, I should
certainly state it, if it was really the case. The
fact is, that whenever I met with him at his own
or Mr . Browne ’s breakfast table, a variety of topics
of conversation were introduced ; Arabia and Africa
much talked of—but mineralogy not farther noticed,
than to produce sometimes a few specimens, and
to ask me whether I knew what they were . I had
then already begun to read a little on mineralogy;
nor should I have taken notice of this here, if I did
not think that the manner in which I am introduced
in this memoir was rather unfavourable to myself.
If Mr. Tennant , who is stated to have been distin¬
guished for such ease and preciseness of elocution,
and a rare talent for making himself clearly under¬
stood, even on the most abstract subjects , was at
‘considerable pains’ to instruct me, it naturally
follows that his disciple must have been consider¬
ably thick -headed and slow in conception . In the
whole, it would have been much better for me if
Tennant really had been my instrctor . My know¬
ledge of mineralogy was very scanty when I left
England . I have since forgotten a good deal of it;
and the public will be much mistaken in expecting
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any deep geological and mineralogical disquisitions
on the African mountains from the supposed el£ve

Tennant.
“ The next time I go to the pyramids , I shall
take particular care to examine those objects you
point out to me. As to the well in the great
pyramid , it will be difficult to trace its extent.
Two Frenchmen were killed by the foul air in let¬
ting themselves down. What you tell me about
Gothic arches, in answer to what I mentioned,
proves only that a person should never talk about
things he does not understand . You would there¬
fore be very wrong to quote my authority as
strengthening in any point your opinion. The
room I saw in the largest pyramid of Sakkara had
a roof of two plane surfaces meeting in a point.
“The sunburnt brick ruins of Upper Egypt*
especially at Thebes, in the neighbourhood of the
Memnonium, which have never been noticed by
travellers, yet appear to me the only remnants of
the private habitations of Thebes, have all round
arches. There still exists at Cairo a mosque built
by Amroo lbn el Lasr, the conqueror of Egypt iu
the seventh century . It has pointed arches, and
is, perhaps , the strongest argument to be met
with in Egypt in favour of the opinion that the
Saracens knew that arch before it was introduced
in England . Mr. Bankes, who has lately been
here, and is now in Syria, has made the history
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architecture his principal object ; and as he is fully
acquainted with his object, and draws beautifully,
and is besides well stocked with learning , he will
no doubt be able to set similar questions at rest.
He has visited the Nile borders up to the second
cataract , and has lately gone in Syria over those
ruins in the country to the east of the Jordan
(Djerash, Omkais, and the Hauran) which Seetzen
had discovered , and I had seen after him, and of
which he speaks with raptures in his letters to me.
He is certainly a very superior man, who bears his
faculties, and rank , and fortune, most meekly ; and
is both indefatigable and accurate in his researches.
Egypt is so remote a corner, that very few travel¬
lers take the trouble of visiting it. Since last year
two only have been here. Yet the journey to
Upper Egypt presents , in winter time , more satis¬
faction, even to those who travel only for their
pleasure , than any other eastern country.
“ During the last plague, which has just sub¬
sided, I made a journey to the peninsula of Sinai,
which, beyond the common route from Suez to the
Convent, is still very little known . This group of
granite rocks stands isolated from all other granite
to the distance of many hundred miles. The se¬
condary chain is sand-stone ; and, close to the
sea, all around the peninsula, is chalk. About the
mountain of Moses, fine rock-crystal is met with.
In traversing the desert from Cairo to Suez, I took
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this time my route close to the southern mountain,
when I found a quantity of petrified wood, whole
trunks of date-trees , every fibre of which can be
distinguished from the stone. Several travellers
have denied its being petrified wood, but that
which I saw bears the most convincing proofs of
its having been a vegetable substance . The spe¬
cimens I picked up are much resembling those
which are found in the Libyan desert , in that tract
of the supposed ancient bed of the Nile, called
now Bahhr bela Ma, where a whole forest of still¬
standing petrified palm-trees exists ; which was
visited in 1812 by Mr. Bontin, a French traveller,
who was murdered last year in Syria . A box
which I mean to dispatch to Mr. Renouard , will
contain several specimens of rocks for you. If ever
I pass by Antiparos, I shall fill my trunk with
stalactites of Arragonite, but I see very little pro¬
bability of my getting into Greece before I am
finally returned to England . Had I known last
year that I should be so long detained here, I
should, perhaps , have paid you a visit, and rather
have spent my time!'at Trumpington than at Cairo.
I have given your compliments to the gentlemen
of your acquaintance here, whom you still remem¬
ber . Mr. Rosetti , who is still living, and blacken¬
ing every day his eye-brows and whiskers, per¬
fectly recollects you ; but the influx of Englishmen
about your time was such, that Mr. Pini , whatever
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efforts he made with his memory, could not do as
much. Mrs . Pini , on the contrary , never forgot
the reel-dance you once exhibited here.
“ I hope you have not given up the idea of
shewing Mrs . Clarke the lions of Paris . Every
Englishman ’s trip to France must be to him a tri¬
umphal procession ; and I would rather send my
son to go and look at the field of Waterloo, than
let him visit the finest museums and galleries of
Europe . The political news of last year could not
fail to excite my liveliest interest ; it has exercised
its influence even as far as Egypt ; and the Pacha,
who rejoiced to see England and France at war, is
now in the greatest terror from the dread of an
English invasion. He has been for several years
at great pains and expense to fortify Alexandria,
and at this moment two thousand peasants are
employed in levelling all those hills in the neigh¬
bourhood of Pompey ’s pillar (or, with your per¬
mission, Diocletian’s pillar) which overlook and
command the town . About seven thousand cavalry
and five thousand infantry are posted along the
coast ; and batteries have every where been con¬
structed . I understand that the workmen engaged
have dug out many valuable antiquities , which,
however, it is very difficult to get for a reasonable
price ; for every soldier, and every Christian
shopkeeper , has, by this time, become a collector
of antiquities . Nothing interested me more at
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Alexandria , than the commonly called baths <rfCleopatra , which extend all along the shore , from
the old harbour to the ancient mouth of the canal.
They are stupendous works , and alone can give an
idea what Alexandria once was . The catacombs
appear paltry Grecian imitations of old Egyptian
tombs ; they are interesting at first landing in
Egypt , but lose their interest after the originals
have been seen in Upper Egypt . Upon the gate
of the large saloon , in the north extension of that
catacomb , is the winged globe you mention . In
returning from Alexandria I saw the Delta , and
several ruins in the province of Sherkei , At Temey,
the antiquities of which , especially the fine monolithe cage , Lord Valentia has described , I met with
very extensive mounds or hillocks , on the precincts
of the town , entirely composed of bones , which
appear to have undergone the action of fire . The
inhabitants say that they are the bones of Infidels,
burnt alive when the Mussulmans took the town .’’

Mr . Burckhardt , it is well known , died at Cairo,
in 1817, at the moment when , after nine years of
the most laborious preparations under the auspices
of the African Society , he was about to take his
journey across the desert of Africa in his way to
the banks of the Niger , the main object of all his
toils.
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Mr. Eustace , a name well known to every
Englishman who has passed the Alps, was another
traveller as intimately connected with Dr. Clarke
as Mr. Burckhardt , and more resembling him in
the qualities of his mind, particularly his imagina¬
tion and taste , as well as in the harmony and
richness of his language . It is to this intimacy the
public is indebted for his very popular and charm¬
ing work upon Italy . He had returned from the
continent several years before he thought of pub¬
lishing, for though always a studious and laborious
man, he was at that time diffident of himself, un¬
acquainted with the public taste , and averse from
making an experiment upon it in his own person;
but from the moment Dr . Clarke saw his journal,
he did not hesitate to pronounce upon its success;
nor would he suffer Mr. Eustace to rest till he had
prevailed over his objections, and obtained his
consent to its publication , taking upon himself all
the preliminary steps , and concluding a liberal
treaty for him with his bookseller (Mr. Mawman),
from which all the parties have since derived the
greatest satisfaction.
“ Eustace

, alas

! ” says

he , in

a letter

to

the

author

of this Memoir, “ is with the years beyond the
flood : he died at Naples about a month ago ; I
feel the happier in reflecting, that the monument
he has left behind him, would, but for my exertions,
have been buried with him.”
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The honest triumph conveyed in this passage,
seems to have escaped him in a moment of regret,
for though many were the literary kindnesses and
services he was enabled to bestow upon others,
this was the only one in the recollection of his
biographer of which he ever spoke.

