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MR. COLBURN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 1
s

Just ready , in 3 vols., small 8vo., ■with Illustrations,

MEMOIRS
OF THE

LADY HESTER LUCY STANHOPE,
AS RELATED BY HERSELF , _

IN CONVERSATIONS WITH HER PHYSICIAN,
COMPRISING

HER OPINIONS, WITH ANECDOTES OF THE MOST REMARKABLE PERSONSOF HER TIME.

These memoirs can scarcely fail to interest all classes of readers . Nobody canbe indifferent to the revelations of a life marked by such extraordinary vicissitudes,or can contemplate without profound emotion a character and a career sooriginal and remarkable . Nobly born , nursed in the lap of luxury , yet trainedby her father to regard aristocratical institutions with contempt and aversion,Lady Hester Stanhope was removed by her maternal uncle, Mr . Pitt , to a sphereof action, where the splendour of courts, the intrigues of politicians, theadulation and the temptations of power, would have bewildered a mind less firmand energetic . But her judgment was as inflexible as her principles , and theblandishments by which she was surrounded conspired in vain to dazzle or to en¬tice her . During Mr. Pitt ’s life she was the partner of his secret counsels,and after his death she retired from public life with a reputation for abilitiesscarcely inferior to his own.
Throughout the whole of that brilliant period, she was drawn into daily inter¬course with the most remarkable people of the age—statesmen , wits, diplo¬matists , men of letters and science, women of fashion and celebrity , and all themembers of the royal family, with whom she was upon terms of familiar inti¬macy. Her acquaintance with these distinguished persons was close and con¬stant —her great knowledge of human character enabled her to form the mostaccurate opinions concerning them—and her prodigious memory , unimpaired tothe last, laid up a store of personal recollections and illustrative anecdotes, such
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as uo other individual , with the most indefatigable industry , ever possessed the

means of accumulating . The fluency with which she poured forth these details

was scarcely less surprising , than their minuteness and accuracy ; and her con*

vernations, preserved with fidelity in these memoirs, are no less admirable for

freshness and raciness of style, than for their singular and striking interest.

The private life of Mr . Pitt —his domestic character and habits — hitherto

altogether unknown, are here brought to light by the only individual who was

admitted to his unreserved confidence, and who alone understood the true ele¬
ments of his nature.

Disgusted with the selfishness and meanness of those whom she could

no longer influence or control , Lady Hester Stanhope abandoned her own

country for ever, and buried herself in the solitudes of Mount Lebanon . 1° ;

this new region , surrounded by associations and usages the very reverse of all

her past experience, she developed new talents , and by the force of her geniu®

gained the admiration and attachment of the wondering Orientals , throwing'
herself fearlessly into the midst of their conflicts, and literally drawing them.

around her as a pacificator in their quarrels . The novelty of her position,J

the marvellous authority she obtained , the masculine vigour she displayed,J

and that intrepidity of purpose that distinguished all her actions, and which)
she inherited with the Pitt blood that flowed in her veins, rendered her an object

of universal interest ; and she who, in other circumstances of pomp and un¬

limited resources, had excited the admiration of the greatest personages of her

time , now in utter loneliness and comparative destitution , attracted to a remotcj

and solitary retreat in Syria the curiosity of Europe . There was no individual]

of her day, moving in the most influential paths of public life, who created]

such an interest in the eyes of the world as Lady Hester Stanhope , alone’

friendless, and deserted, in her dreary exile at Joon . J

It is difficult to determine which of the phases of her chequered life was the

more remarkable —they are both depicted in these Memoirs, in which, as far aS

it was possible, the author has left her to be her own biographer . His opp°r"

tunities of collecting the materials of these volumes were such as no other per'

son enjoyed at any period of her life. During a space of thirty years he wa®

frequently with her in the East , at first as her physician and afterwards as her

friend, and devoted himself with zeal to her service, when nothing remained t°

her but the memory of her former greatness , and the consolations of that lofty

rectitude which had never been perverted by prosperity , and which could not he

shaken by adversity.
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Now ready , in 3 vols., post 8m,

MR. DISRAELI’S NEW WORK,
“SYBIL; OK, THE TWO NATIONS.”

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

From “ The Times .”
“ This is another of Disraeli ’s brilliant political novels. The great subject matter is thesame as ‘Coningsby,’ and many of the public characters who figured in the first work aremade again to play their parts in this . But so great is the power of the author , that theimpressions produced upon the reader ’s mind by a perusal of the volumes before us are asvivid and fresh as if ‘Coningsby’ had never issued from the press . The writings of Mr.Disraeli, as do his speeches, bristle with points . They display much acute observation,great knowledge of individual character , the most uncompromising hostility towards falsepretensions and hypocrisy , and an enlarged and generous sympathy for the poor or the un¬fortunate . The great object of the work is to lay bare the frame -work of modern Englishsociety, in the largest sense of that word. Mr. Disraeli ,with a quick perception and a stronghand, thrusts aside the draperies with which it is concealed, and exposes to the gaze the un¬soundness and deformity of many of its parts . He exposes with biting sarcasm the politicalscience of a certain class of our public men, who would rule this realm upon a hand to mouthsystem, without regard to any general principles or to any fixed plan .”

From “ The Morning Chronicle .”
“ Mr. Disraeli is ardent in good wishes for the people, and a main part of his novel is de¬voted to speculations upon their future , and descriptions of their present , condition . He hasdrawn some startling pictures of the latter . Ilis account of a colony of agricultural la¬bourers starving and rotting under a great landlord , and expelled from their holdings todiminish his lordship’s poor-rates , is written with honesty , truth , and hearty sympathy.His aim would appear to be to take a glance at the whole circle of labour ; from the agri¬cultural he takes us to the manufacturing and the mining districts . It is a magnificentand untrodden field, and Air. Disraeli has done well to point to this mystery . His descrip¬tions must turn the attention of his very many readers to a subject so full of novelty andwonderment. They are written with genuine feeling. The novel, in alternate chapters,takes us from one to the other nation —from the orgies of the Crockford dandies to theamusements of the poor workmen of the mills—from the cabals of parliamentary parties,whose rogueries are admirably satirized , to the chartists and their conspiracies, and theirimpracticable selfishness. A love story (parts of which are charmingly told) is made toconnect the two nations together . Some of the higher sort of characters are described withextraordinary skill.”

From “ The Morning Post .”
“If ‘Coningsby’ be the most brilliant of Mr . Disraeli ’s works , assuredly ‘ Sybil’ is themost patriotic and interesting . The Two Nations represent the divided power of the state,capital and labour—the oppressor and the oppressed. In ‘Sybil’ Mr. Disraeli presents tothe public eye,vividly but voraciously, the actual state and condition of the working classesof tltis country . lie lays bare the wide-spread social evils, the appalling national grievancesthat have been created and entailed on the country by a rule of successive factions . . Thework before us bears in every part the full impress of Mr. Disraeli ’s better genius : it isoriginal, sparkling , eloquent , terse , and passionate ; but it is free or nearly so from Mr . Dis¬raeli s individual bitterness —not but that there are life-like portraits and personal sketchesof public men, the originals of which may be easily guessed.”
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Now ready, at all the Libraries , in 3 vols., post 8m,

A SECOND EDITION OF “SELF,”

BY THE AUTHOR OF “ CECIL.”

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

“ One of the best novels of fashionable life that the last three or four years has produced

—a work of sterling character , having every quality of a first -rate novel of society an“

manners .”—Court Journal.

“ Replete with spirit and touches of a fine or feeling nature . There is an intimate ac¬

quaintance with the state of high life and political society ; and many individuals ore mCj1'

tioned by name, and many more so obviously portraits of living persons that they cannot be

mistaken .”—Literary Gazette.

“ Good hits at society, subtle glances below its surface, and reflections uncommonly i**"

genious if not remarkably true .”—Examiner.

“ ‘Self ’ is full of purpose , character , and moral ; and lest we should induce the mere

seeker for amusement to turn away, let us add that it is also full of interest , pathos , »ntl

wit .”— Weekly Chronicle.

“The charm of ‘ Self’ is, that it contains a lively portraiture of aristocratic English lift'

It introduces almost every character now taking a part in public life, and discusses witu

wit and humour almost every folly, frivolity , and sounder and better qualities of the leading

characters of the age. Perhaps it deals a little too much in satire , and points too strong1?

to individuals , many of them still living, and some of them only recently dead. But in too

many cases the satire is only too just and well merited , and in others it is not sufficient1/

particular to give just cause of offence.”—Messenger.

“ We shall not stop to inquire who wrote ‘Cecil.’ We are contented to receive pleasure

from any hand that will offer it to us. In ‘Self ’ there is the same fluent style , the satf

keen sarcasm, the same searching satire , the same knowledge of character , and the sain

power of portraying its salient features . Lord Askham, Philip , his brother Percy , Mr"’

Saville, and Sir Hugh de Bayhurst , contain touches of the nicest discrimination . The story

in many parts is deeply pathetic ; but the great charm of the work is its sparkling dialog1*6

and shrewd hits at society, political, fashionable, and literary .”—John Bull.

“ Self is probably the most predominating vice of the age. What then could be afitts f

object for exposure , for satire , for the severest castigation of the moralist ? According1?’

the lash is remorselessly inflicted. As a novel of society, character , and manners , ‘ Self *

infinitely more to our taste than ‘ Cecil.’ In its composition, public events are just sun*'

ciently mixed up to give reality to the scene. To others we shall leave the task of finding

originals for the portraits exhibited in its pages. Though not without the most fung ®**

satire , the most withering sarcasm, ‘Self,’ regarded as a novel , lias none of the repul8"1

features of ‘Cecil.’ The character of Evelyn is exquisitely touching ; that of her swee»

lovely, and amiable daughter Selina, scarcely less so. Altogether , the story is full of iny.”

rest —will be read by everybody , and must become a universal favourite .”—Naval and

litary Gazette.
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