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ELOQUENCE , OR PUBLIC SPEAK,
IN G —HISTORY OF ELOQUENCE.
—GRECIAN ELOQUENCE . - DEMO¬
STHENES,

JlIAVING  finished that part of the Courfe
which relates to Language and Style , we are
now to afcend a ftep higher , and to examine the
fubjedts upon which Style is employed . I begin
with what is properly called Eloquence , or Pub¬
lic Speaking . In treating of this , I am to con-
fider the different kinds and fubjedts of Public
Speaking ; the manner fuited to each ; the pro¬
per diftribution and management of all the parts
of a difcourfe ; and the proper pronunciation or
delivery of it . But before entering on any of
thefe heads , it may be proper to take a view of
the nature of Eloquence in general , and of the
Hate in which it has fubfifted in different ages
and countries . This will lead into fome detail;
but I hope an ufeful one , as in every art it is of
great confequence to have a juft idea of the
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156 ELOQUENCE , OR

L e c t.  perfection of the art , of the end at which it
XXV. aims , and of the progrefs which it has made

among mankind.
Of Eloquence , in particular , it is the more

neceffary to afcertain the proper notion , becaufe
there is not any thing concerning which falfe
notions have been more prevalent . Hence, it
has been fo often , and is ftill at this day, in
difrepute with many . When you fpeak toa
plain man of Eloquence , or in praife of it , lie
is apt to hear you with very little attention.
He conceives Eloquence to £gnify a certain trick
of Speech ; tffe art of varnilhing weak arguments
plaufibly ; or of fpeaking fo as to pleafe an!
tickle the ear. “ Give me good fenfe ,” fays he,
<c and keep your Eloquence for boys ” He is ia
the right , if Eloquence were what he conceives
it to be. It would be then a very contemptible
art indeed , below the fludy of any wife or good
man. But nothing can be more remote from
truth . To be truly eloquent , is to fpeak to the
purpofe . For the beft definition which , I think,
can be given of Eloquence , is , the Art of
Speaking in fnch a manner as to attain the end
for which we fpeak . W henever a man fpeaks
or writes , he is fuppofed , as a rational being,
to have fome end in view ; either to inform, or
to amufe , or to perfuadey or , in fome way or
other , to ad ; upon his fellow-creatures . He who
fpeaks , or writes , in fuch a manner as to adapt
all his words moft effedually to that end , is the
mod eloquent man . Whatever then the fubjeft
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be , there is room for Eloquence ; in hiftory , or L e c t
even in philofophy , as well as in orations . The XXV.
definition which I have given of Eloquence,
comp ehends all the different kinds of it ; whether
calculated to inftrudt , to perfuade , or to pleafe.
But , as the mod important fubjedt of difeourfe
is ^ dtion , or Conduct , the power of hloquence
chiefly appears when it is employed to influence
Condudt , and perfuade to Adtion . As it is
principally , with reference to this end , that it
becomes the object of Art , Eloquence may,
under this view of it , be defined , The Art of
Perfuaflon.

This being once eftabliflied , certain con-
fequences immediately follow , which point out
the fundamental maxims of the Art . It follows
clearly , that , in order to perfuade , the molt
effential requifites are , folid argument , clear
method , a charadter of probity appearing in the
Speaker , joined with fuch graces of Style and
utterance , as fhall draw our attention to what
he fays. Good fenfe is the foundation of all. No
man can be truly eloquent Without it ; for fools
can perfuade none but fools. In order , to perfuade
a man of fenfe , you muftfirfb convince him ; which
is only to be done , by fatisfying his underftanding
of the reafonablenefs of what you propofe to him.

This leads me to obferve , that convincing
and perfuading , though they are fometimes con¬
founded , import , notwithftanding , different
things , which it is neceffary for us , at prefent,
to diftinguifh from each other . Conviction affects
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L e c T. the underftanding only ; perfuafion , the will and
XXV. the practice . It is the bufinefs of the philofopher

to convince me of truth ; it is the bufinefs of the
orator to perfuade me to ad : agreeably to it , by
engaging my affedions on its fide. Conviction,
and perfuafion , do not always go together.
They ought , indeed , to go together ; and ■wow'd
do fo , if our inclination regularly followed the
didates of our underftanding . But as our
nature is conftituted , 1 may be convinced,
that virtue , juftice , or public fpirit , art
laudable , while , at the fame time , I am not
perfuaded to ad according to them. The in¬
clination may revolt , though the underftanding
be fatisfied : the paffions may prevail againft the
judgment . Convidion is , however , always one
avenue to the inclination , or heart ; and it is
that which an Orator mull fir ft bend his ftremnhC
to gain : for no perfuafion is likely to be liable,
which is not founded on conviction . But , in
order to perfuade , the Orator muff go farther
than merely producing convidion ; he muft con-
fider man as a creature moved by many different
fprings , anjd muft: ad upon them all. He muft
addrefs himfelf to the paffions ; he muft: paint to
the fancy , and touch the heart ; and , hence be-
fides folid argument , and clear method , all the
conciliating and interefting arts , both of Com-
pofition and Pronunciation , enter into the idea
of eloquence.

An  objedion may , perhaps hence be formed
agairft Eloquence ; as an Art which may be
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employed for perfuading to ill , as well as to L e c T.
good. There is no doubt that it may ; and fo rea- XXV.
foning may alfo be , and too often is employed,
for leading men into error . But who would think
of forming an argument from this againft the cul¬
tivation of our reafoning powers ? Reafon , Elo¬
quence , and every Art which ever has been
ftudied among mankind , may be abufed , and
may prove dangerous in the hands of bad men;
but it were perfectly childifh to contend , that,
upon this account , they ought to be abrogated.
Give truth and virtue the fame arms which you
give vice and falfehood , and the former are
likely to prevail . Eloquence is no invention of
the fchools. Nature teaches every man to be
eloquent , when he is much in earned;. Place
him in fome critical fituation ; let him have fome
great intereft at flake , and you will fee him lay
hold of the mod; effectual means of perfuafion.
The Art of Oratory propofes nothing more than
to follow out that track which Nature has firfl
pointed out to men. And the more exactly that
this track is purfued , the more that Eloquence is
properly ftudied , the more fhall we be guarded
againft the abufe which bad men make of it,
and enabled the better to diftinguifh between
true Eloquence and the tricks of Sophiftry.

We  may diftinguifh three kinds , or degrees of
Eloquence . The firft , and lowed ;, is that which
aims only at pleafing the hearers. Such , generally,
is the Eloquence of panegyricks , inaugural ora¬
tions , addreffes to great men , and other har-
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angues of this fort . This ornamental fort of com-
pofition is not altogether to be reje&ed. It may
innocently amufe and entertain the mind ; and it
may be mixed , at the fame time , with very
ufeful fentiments . But it muft be confeffed,
that where the Speaker has no farther aim than
merely to Chine and to pleafe , there is great
danger of Art . being {trained into oftentation,
and of the compofition becoming tirefome
and languid.

A second and a higher degree of Eloquence
is , when the Speaker aims not merely to pleafe,
but alfo to inform , to inftrudt , to convince:
•when his Art is exerted , in removing prejudices
againft himfelf and his caufe , in chufing the mod
proper arguments , Eating them with the greateft
force , arranging them in the belt order , expref-
fing and delivering them with propriety and
beauty ; and thereby difpofmg us to pah that
judgment , or embrace that fide of the caufe, to
which he feeks to bring us. Within this
compafs chiefly , is employed the Eloquence
of the bar.

But there is a third , and ftill higher degree
of Eloquence , wherein a greater power is exerted
over the human mind ; by which we are not
only convinced , but are interefted , agitated , and
carried along with the Speaker ; our paffions are
made to rife together with his ; we enter into all
his emotions ; we love , we deteft , we refent,
according as he infpires us ; and are prompted
to refolve , or to act , with vigour and warmth.

Debate
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Debate , in popular aflemblies . opens the moft
illuftrious fie d̂ to this fpecies of Eloquence ; and
the pulpit , alfo , admits it . ,

I AM here to obferve , and the obfefvation is
of confequence , that the high Eloquence which
I have laft mentioned* is always the offspring of
paffion. By paffion , I mean that ftate of the
mind in which it is agitated , and fired , by fome
object it has iri view . A man may convince,
and even perfuade others to adt . by mere reafon
and argument . But that degree of Eloquence
which gains the admiration of mankind , and
properly denominates one an Orator , is never
found without warmth or paffion. Paffion , when
in fuch a degree as to roufe and kindle the mind,
without throwing it out of the polfeffion of it-
felf , is univerfally found to exalt all the human
powers . It renders the mind infinitely more en¬
lightened , more penetrating , more vigorous and
mafterly , than it is in its calm moments . A
man , actuated by a ftrong paffion * becomes
much greater than he is at other times. Fie is
eonfcious of more firength and force ; he utters
greater fentiments , conceives higher defigns,
and executes them with a boldnefs and a felicity,
of which , on other occafions , he could not think
himfelf capable. But chiefly , with refpedt to per-
fuafion , is the power of paffion felt. A1 moft:
every man , in paffion , is eloquent . Then , he is.
at no lofs for words and arguments . He tranfmits
to others , by a fort of contagious fympathy , the
warm fentiments which he feels ; his looks and

Voi . XL M
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L E c T. geftures are all perfuafive ; and Nature here fhows
XXV. herfelf infinitely more powerful than all art.

This is the foundation of that juft and noted
rule : “ Si vis me flere , dolendum eft primum

“ ipfi tibi.
This principle being once admitted , that all

high Eloquence flows from paffion , feveral con-
. fequences follow , which deferve to be attended

to ; and the mention of which will ferve to con¬
firm the principle itfelf. For hence , the univer-
fally acknowledged effect of enthufiafm , or warmth
of any kind , in public fpeakers , for affefting
their audience . Hence all laboured declamation,
and affedted ornaments of S'yle , which fliow the
mind to be cool and unmoved , are fo inconfiftent
with perfuafive Eloquence . Hence all ftudied
prettineffes , in gefture or pronunciation , detract
fo greatly from the weight of a Speaker. Hence
a difcourfe that is read , moves us lefs than one
that is fpoken , as having lefs the appearance of
coming warm from the heart . Hence , to calla
man cold , is the fame thing as to fay , that he
is not eloquent . Hence a fceptical man , who is
always in fufpenfe , and feels nothing ftrongly;
or a cunning mercenary man , who is fufpected
rather to affume the appearance of paffion than
to feel it ; have fo little power over men in
Public Speaking . Hence , in fine , the neceflity
of being , and being believed to be , difintereft-
ed , and in earned , in order to perfuade.

These  are fome of the capital ideas which
have occurred to me , concerning Eloquence in
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general ; and with which I have thought proper Lscf.
to begin , as the foundation of much of what I XXV.
am afterwards to fugged . From what I have
already faid , it is evident that Eloquence is a
high talent , and of great importance in fociety;
and that it requires both natural genius , and
much improvement from Art . Viewed as the
Art of Perfuafion , it requires , in its lowed date,
foundnefs of underdanding , and condderable ac¬
quaintance with human nature ; and , in its higher
degrees , it requires , moreover , drong fenfibility
of mind , a warm and lively imagination , joined
with correctnefs of judgment , and an extendve com¬
mand of the power of Language ; to which mud
alfo be added , the graces of Pronunciation and
Delivery . — Let us next proceed , to confider in
what date Eloquence has fubfided irv different
ages and nations.

It is an obfervation made by feveral writers,
that Eloquence is to be looked for only in free
dates . Longinus , in particular , at the end of
his treatife on the Sublime , when affigning the
reafon why fo little fubhmity of genius appeared
in the age wherein he lived , illudrates this obferv¬
ation with a great deal of beauty . Liberty , he
remarks , is the nurfe of true genius ; it animates
the fpirit , and invigorates the hopes of men;
excites honourable emulation , and a defire of
excelling in every Art . All other qualifications,
he fays , you may find among thofe who are de¬
prived of liberty ; but never did a Have become
an orator ; he can only be a pompous flatterer.

M 9



i (54 HISTORY OF ELOQENCE.

e c T. Now , though this reafoning be , in the main true;
XXV. it mud , however , be underftood with fome limit¬

ations . For , under arbitrary governments , if
they be of the civilifed kind , and give encour¬
agement to the arts , ornamental hloquence may
flourifh remarkably . Witnefs France at this day,
where , ever fince the reign of Louis XIV . more
of what may juftly be called Eloquence , within
a certain fphere , is to be found , than , perhaps,
in any other nation of Europe ; though freedom
be enjoyed by fome of them in a much greater
degree . Their fermons and orations pronounced
on publick occafions , are not only polite and
elegant harangues , but feveral of them are un¬
commonly fpirited , animated with bold figures,
and rife to a degree of the Sublime . Their Elo¬
quence , however , in general , muff be confeffed
to be of the flowery , rather than the vigorous
kind ; calculated more to pleafe and foothe , than
to convince and perfuade . High , manly and
forcible Eloquence is , indeed to be looked for
only , or chiefly , in the regions of freedom.
Under arbitrary governments , befides the general
turn of foftnefs and effeminacy which fuch
governments may be juftly fuppofed to give to
the fpirit of a nation , the art of fpeaking cannot
be fuch an inftrument of ambition , bufmefs , and
power as it is in more democratical dates. It is
confined within a narrower range ; it can be
exerted only in the pulpit , or at the bar ; but is
excluded from thofe great f enes of public bufi-
nefs , where the fpirits o*f men have the freed:
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play ; where important affairs are tranfacRed, and
perfuafion of courfe , is more ferioufly Rudied.
"Wherever man can acquire moR power over
man by means of reafon and difcourfe , which
certainly is under a free Rate of government,
there we may naturally expert that true Elo¬
quence will be beft underRood , and carried to
the greateft height.

Hence , in tracing the rife of Oratory , we
need not attempt to go far back into the early
ages of the world , or fearch for it among the mo¬
numents of EaRern or Egyptian ,antiquity . In thofe
ages , there was , indeed , an Eloquence of a certain
kind ; but it approached nearer to Poetry , than to
what we properly call Oratory . There is reafon
to believe , as I formerly fhowed , that the Lan¬
guage of the lirll ages was pafiionate and meta¬
phorical ; owing partly to the fcanty Rock of
words , of which Speech then confiRed ; and
partly to the tincture which Language naturally
takes ' from the favage and uncultivated Rate of
men , agitated by unreRrained paffions , and
Rruck by events , which to them are flrange
and furprifing . In this Rate , rapture and enthu-
fiaim , the parents of Poetry , had an ample field.
But while the intercourfe of men was as yet un¬
frequent , and force and Rrength were the chief
means employed in deciding controverfies , the
arts of Oratory and Perfuafion , of Reafoning
and Debate , could be but little known . The
firR empires that arofe , the Affyrian and Egyp¬
tian , were of the defpotic kind . The whole power

M 3
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166 GRECIAN ELOQUENCE . '

I E c t.  was in the hands of one , or at raoft of a few.
XXV. The multitude were accuftomed to a blind rever¬

ence : they were led , not perfuaded ; and none
of thofe refinements of fociety , which make public
fpeaking an objesft of importance , were as yet
introduced.

Ir is not till the rife of the Grecian Republics,
that we find any remarkable appearances of .
Eloquence as the art of perfuafion ; and thefe
gave it fuch a field as it never had before , and,
perhaps , has never had again fince that time.
A nd , therefore , as the Grecian Eloquence lias
ever been the objedt of admiration to thofe who
have ftudied the powers of Speech , it is necef-
fary , that we fix our attention , for a little , on
this period.

Gkejece was divided into a multitude of petty
ftates . Thefe were governed , at firft , by kings
who were called Tyrants , and who being, in
fucceffion , expelled from all thefe ftates , there
fprung up a great number of democratica!
governments , founded nearly on the fame plan,
animated by the fame high fpirit of freedom,
mutually jealous , and rivals of each other . We
may compute the fiounfliing period of thofe
Grecian ftates , to have lafted from the battle of
JVIarathon , till che time of Alexander the Great,
who fubdued the liberties of Greece ; a period
which comprehends about 150 years , and within
which are to be found mod of their celebrated
poets and plnlofophers , but chiefly their Orators:
for though poetry and philofophy were not
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extincft among them after that period , yet Elo - L
quence hardly made any figure.

Of thefd^Grecian Republics , the moft noted,
by far , for Eloquence , and , indeed , for arts of
every kind , was that of Athens . The Athenians
were an ingenious , quick , fprightly people;
practiced in bufinefs , and fharpened by frequent
and fudden revolutions , which happened in
their government . The genius of their govern¬
ment was entirely democratical ; their leglflature
confifted ' of the whole body of the people . They
had , indeed , a Senate of five hundred ; but in
the general convention of the citizens was placed
the laft refort ; and~affairs were condudted there,
altogether , by reafoning , fpeaking , and a
fkilful application to the paffions and interefts
of a popular affembly. There , laws were made,
peace and war decreed , and thence the magiftrates
were chofen . For the higheft honours of the
hate were alike open to all ; nor was the meaneft
Iradefman excluded from a feat in their fupreme
courts . In fuch a ftate , Eloquence , it is obvious,
would be much ftudied , as the fureffc means of
rifing to influence and power ; and what fort of
Eloquence ? Not that which was brilliant merely,
and Ihowy , but that which was found , upon
trial , to be moft effectual for convincing , inter-
efting , and perfuading the hearers. For there,
public fpeaking was not a mere competition for
empty applaufe , but a ferious contention for
that public leading , which was the great object

M 4
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LICT . both of the men of ambition , and the men of
XXV. virtue.

Among  a na ion fo enlightened ®and acute,
and where the bigheft attention was paid to every¬
thing elegant in the arts , we may naturally
expect to find the public tafte refined and judi¬
cious . Accordingly , it was improved to fucha
degree , that the Attic tafte and Attic manner
have paffed into a proverb . It is true , that
ambitious demagogues , and corrupt orators , did
fometimes dazzle and mifiead the people , by a
fhowy but falfe Eloquence ; for the Athenians,
with all their acutenefs , were factious and giddy,
and great admirers of every novelty . But when
fome important intereft drew their , attention,
when any great danger roufed them , and put
their judgment to a ferious trial , they commonly
diftinguillied , very juftly , between genuine and
fpurious Eloquence : and hence Demofthenes
triumphed over all his opponents ; becaufe he
fpoke always to the purpofe , affedted no infigni-
ficant parade of words , ufed weighty arguments,
and fhowed them clearly where their intereft
lay . In critical conjunctures of the ftate , when
the public was alarmed with fome prefting danger,
when the people were affembled , and proclama¬
tion was made by the crier , for any one to rife
and deliver his opinion upon the prefent fituation
of affairs , empty declamation and fophiftical
reafoning would not only have been hiffed , but
relented and punifaed by an affembiy fo intelli¬
gent and accuftomed to bufmefs . Their greateft
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V-

eEt- Orators trembled oil filch occafions , when they LecT.
rofe to addrefs the people , as they knew they XXV.

1 l- were to be held anfwerable for the iffne of the
t*t0K‘ counfel which they gave . T he moft liberal

endowments of the greateff princes never could
found fuch a fchool for true oratory , as was

t°h formed by the nature of the Athenian Republic ,v
rent: Eloquence there fprung , native and vigorous,

- from amidft the contentions of faction and free-
2t0[-v dom,  of public bufmefs , and of active life ; and
pk.k not from that retirement and fpeculation , which
\thet; we are apt fometimes to fancy more favourable
liidj-L to Eloquence than they are found to be.
Butv; Pysistratus,  who was cotemporary with
attece Solon , and fubverted his plan of government,
, and: is mentioned by Plutarch , as the firft who
come diftinguilhed himfelf among the Athenians by
eniMi. application to the Arts of Speech. His ability in
etnoftk thefe arts , he employed for railing himfelf to the
jeaui fovereign power ; which,  however , when he
no inti Had attained , he exercifed with moderation . Of
aretE the Orators who flourifhed between his time
leirisand the Peloponnefian war , no particular mention
ntep, is made in hiftory . Pericles , who died about the
fcfc beginning of that war,  was properly the firft
jp̂ who carried Eloquence to a great height ; to
0Kj;; fuch a height indeed , that it does not appear
,m;h. he was ever afterwards furpalfed . He was more
(jpp. than an Orator -; he was alfo a Statefman and a

gr̂ r General ; expert in bufmefs , and of confummate
,yfot2 add refs. For forty years , he governed Athens
c  with abfolute fway ; and hiftorians afcribe his

t
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a

L e c t. influence , not more to his political talents than
XXV. to his Eloquence , which was of that forcible

and vehement kind , that bore every thing before
it , and triumphed over the paffions and affections
of the people . Hence he had the furname of
Olympias given him : and it was faid , that, like
Jupiter , he thundered when he fpoke. Though
his ambition be liable to cenfure , yet great
virtues certainly he had ; and it was the confi¬
dence which the people repofed in his integrity,
that gave fuch power to his Eloquence ; a cir-
cumftance , without which the influence of public
{peaking in a popular ftate can feldom go far,
He appears to have been generous , magnanimous,
and public fpirited : he raifed no fortune to
himfelf ; he expended indeed great fums of the
public money , but chiefly on public works;
and at his death is faid to have valued himfelf
principally on having never obliged any citizen
to wear mourning on his account , during his
long adminiftration . It is a remarkable particular
recorded of Pericles by Suidas , that he was the
-firft Athenian who compofed , and put into
writing , a difcourfe defigned for the public.

Posterior , to Pericles , in the courfe of the
Peloponnefian war , arofe Cleon , Alcibiades,
Critias , and Theramenes , eminent citizens of
Athens ., who were all diftinguifhed for their
Eloquence . They were not Orators by profeffion;
they were not formed by fchools , but bya
much more powerful education , that of bufmefs
and debate ; where man lharpened man, and
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' t3̂ ;: civil affairs carried on by public fpeaking , called L e c t.
forth every exertion of the mind. The manner XXV.
or ftyle of Oratory which then prevailed , we
learn from the Orations in the hiftory of Thucy-

f ’̂3 dides, who alfo flourilhed in the fame age. It
^>k -\vas manly , vehement , and concife , even to
°̂ Tfome degree of obfcurity. “ Grandes erantver-
M- “ bis,”  fays Cicero , crebri fententiis , com-
ret “ preffione rerum breves , et , ob earn ipfam
Ai:: “ caufam , interdum fubobfcuri *. ” A manner
quetE very different from what in modern times we
me;:would conceive to be the Style of popular Ora-
feldom:tory ; and which tends to give a high idea of
due:: the acutenefs of thofe audiences to which they
no fccfpoke.
it!* The  power of Eloquence having , after the
public days of Pericles , become an objebt of greater
vakLconfequence than ever , this gave birth to a fet
cedar; of men till then unknown , called Rhetoricians 1
nt,dc-and fometimes Sophifls, ’who arofe in multitudes
cable:;during the Peloponnefian war ; fuch as Protagoras,
hr.;r Prodicas , Thrafymus , and one who was more
andpeminent than all the reft , Gorgias of Leontium.
tie pi Thefe Sophifts joined to their art of rhetoric
ccr} a fubtile logic , and were generally a fort of

, t, metaphyfical Sceptics. Gorgias , however , was
,c, a profeffed mafter of Eloquence only. His
^ t;reputation was prodigious. He was highly vene-

* “ They were magnificent in their expreffions ; they
!*5' “ abounded in thought ; they comprefFed their matter into
blit!- ' 1 few words , and , by their brevity , were fometimes
,;J c> “ obfcure. ”
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rated in Leontium of Sicily , his native city; and
money was coined with his name upon it. Jn
the latter part of his life , he eftablilhed himfelf
at Athens , and lived till he had attained the age
of 105 years . Hermogenes ( de fdeis , 1. ii. cap.9.)
has preferved a fragment of his , from which
we fee his ftyle and manner . It is extremely
quaint .and artificial ; full of antithefis and pointed
expreflion ; and Ihows how far the Grecian
fubtilty had already carried the ftudy of language,
Thefe Rhetoricians did not content themfelves
with delivering general inftrudtions concerning
Eloquence to their pupils , and endeavouring to
form their tafte ; but they profeffed the art of
giving them receipts for making all forts of
Orations ; and of teaching them how to fpeak
for , and againft , every caufe whatever . Upon
this plan , they were the firft who treated of
common places , and the artificial invention of
arguments and topics for every fubject In the
hands of fuch men , we may eafily believe that
Oratory would degenerate from the mafeuline
flrain it had hitherto held , and become a trifling
and fophiftical art : and we may juftly deem
them the firft corrupters of true Eloquence. To
them , the great Socrates oppofed himfelf. By
a profound , but fimpie reafoning peculiar to
himfelf , he exploded their fophiftry ; and endea¬
voured to recall men ’s attention from that abide
of reafoning ‘and difeourfe which began to be
in vogue , to natural language , and found and
ufeful thought.
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In  the fame age , though fomewhat later than l e c t.
the philofopher above - mentioned , flouriflied XXV.
Ifocrates , whofe writings are ftill extant . He
was a profeffed Rhetorician , and by teaching

>,1.11.
, lie;
t is c.
fsatr
tr fc:
lyoiL-
:ent t;
5ns CE
ndc'E
iffedt
2
how;,

■haters,
who tr
a!invc
fub|ca
ily bit:
dies

:coia:
JP
■loqt:-
dHe.
J2F
ry;£

Eloquence , he acquired both to* :at fortune,

hk?

and higher fame than any of his rivals in that
profeffion . No contemptible Orator he was . His
orations are full of morality and good fentiments:
they are fiowing and frnooth ; but too deftitute
of vigour . He never engaged in public affairs,
nor pleaded caufes ; and accordingly his orations
are calculated only for the fhade : “ Pompae ” ,
Cicero allows , magis quam pugnte aptior ; ad
ct voluptatem aurium accommodatus potius quam
“ ad judiciorum certamen . *. ” The Style of
Georgias of Leontium was formed into fhort
fentences , compofed generally of two members
balanced againft each other . 1 he Style of Ifocra-
tes , on the contrary , is fwelling and full;  and
he is faid to be the firft who introduced the
method of rompofmg in regular periods , which
had a ftudied mufic and harmonious cadence ; a
manner which he has carried to a vicious excefs.
What ihall we think of an orator , who employed
ten years in compofmg one difeourfe , ftill extant,
entitled the Panegyric ? How much frivolous
care muft have been beftowed on all the minute
elegance of words and fentences ? Dionyftus of

* “ More fitted for fhow than for debate ; better cal-
“ culated for the amufement of an audience , than for

t “ judicial contefts.
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Halicarnaflus has given us upon the orations of
Ifocrates , as alfo upon thofe of fome other Greek
orators , a full and regular treatife , which is, in
my opinion , one of the moft judicious pieces of
ancient criticifm extant , and very worthy of
being confulted . He commends the fplendour of
Ifocrates ’s Style , and the morality of his fenti-
ments ; but feverely cenfures his affectation, and
the uniform regular cadence of all his fentences.
He holds him to be a florid declaimer; nota
natural perfuafive fpeaker . Cicero , in his critical
works , though he admits his failings , yet difcoverj
a propenfity to be very favourable to that
e£ plena ac numerofa oratio , ” that fwelling and
mufical ftyle , which Ifocrates introduced ; and
with the love of which , Cicero himfelf was,
perhaps , fomewhat infeded . In one of his Treadles
(O rat . ad M . Brut . ) he informs us, that his friend
Brutus and he differed in this particular, and
that Brutus found fault with his partiality to
Ifocrates . The manner of Ifocrates generally catch¬
es young people , when they begin to attend
to compofition ; and it is very natural that it
fhould do fo. It gives them an idea of that
regularity , cadence , and magnificence of ftyle,
which fills the ear : but when they come to
write or fpeak for the world , they will find this
oflentatious manner unfit , either for carrying on
bufmefs , or commanding attention . It is hid,
that the high reputation of Ifocrates prompted
Arilfotle , who was nearly his cotemporary, or
lived but a little after him , to write his inftitn

jjjs of

I® 0

Sitof
St He

Ui

limit
tos
fieferve
ns Ion
model
tie“
focrat
attici:
buta

S5KI,

‘El!
1 ofIfo
till, 1!

doesin
»of
Be ag
faesce
titlei
tstiiti
Eft bt



iXCE GRECIAN .ELOQUENCE . J75

lie oui' tions of Rhetoric ; which are indeed formed
Mofe upon a plan of Eloquence very different from
, that of Ifocrates, and the Rhetoricians of that
icious: time. He feems to have had it in view to diredl
eryv- the attention of orators much more towards con-
leff!- vincing and affeding their hearers , than towards
:y oEl the mufical cadence of periods,
deck;.. Isjeus and Lyfias , fome of whofe orations are
11is(f preferved , belong alfo to this period. Lyfias
ichimti: was fomewhat earlier than Ifocrates, and is the
i,iaf model of that manner which the ancients cal!
3 y!:.; the “ Tenuis vel Subtilis . ” He has none of
arable1 Ifocrates ’s pomp . He is every where pure and
latfef attic in the higheft degree ; fimple and unaffeded;
ytfojr. but wants force , and is fomeumes frigid in his
•0|g .. compofitions * Ifxus is chiefly remarkable for
eofk
. jp; * In the judicious comparifon , which Dionyfius of
'' "" Halicarnaffus makes of the merits of Lyfias and Ifocrates T
P311'-- he afcribes to Lyfias , as the diftinguifhing character of his
c.' pi manner , a certain grace or elegance arifing from fimplicity :
i ^KJl 44 'SfzZvxsfyxp 71\vg -ix  Xszi ; ix SiVT0 XswisV * y <? (g -qxcqctxc , (outeTXt,”
c- “ The ftyle of Lyfias has gracefulnefs for its nature : that
l{cIJ- “ of Ifocrates , feeks to have it . ” In the art of narra-

tion , as diftinct , probable , and perfuafive , he holds
in is Lyfias to be fuperior to all orators : at the fame time,
ice;;; he admits that his compofition is more adapted to private
jljjj. litigation than to great lubjecte. He convinces’, but he

does not elevate nor animate . The magnificence -and fplen-
d dour of Ifocrates is more fuited to great occafions . He is
fori more agreeable than Lyfias ; and , in dignity offentiment,
ion, I: far excels him . "With regard to the affectation which is

Hlible in Ifocrates ’s manner , he concludes what he fays of
it whith the following excellent obfervations , which fhould

.“y never be forgotten by any who afpire to be true Orators.

L E C.T.
XXV.
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Lec  r, . being the mafter of the great Demofthencs , in
XXV . whom , it mud be acknowledged , Eloquence

fl '.one forth with higher fplendour , than perhaps
in any that ever bore the name of an orator , and
whofe manner and character , therefore , mud
deferve our particular attention.

I s H A i. L not fpend any • time upon the,
circumftances of Demofthenes ’s life ; they arc

Tv ; //.evToi xyayit;  rav TSẑtoooot to  y .vy.Kiot , xxi rxt
tv;  A itix ; to  f/ .zipx .Ixiz ; , av. iioy.ii/.xifit ' b&Ktvzi yxo y c<ty,:t.
Xxxi ; to ) pvj/j.o) tv;  a y. y.i rs v.o>j.-X/ti 'kztdztxi  rs a\ x)m,
odxtis 'ov t soTiryrizvv.x it oixKzy.roj ncO.iTivv , jtou Bxyomi, r,
OJ/.OlOTXTOtTO) X.XTX 0 -JTit. fiiiXZTX) CTV HlVTi; Til; VOVUXTl’l h 'rfatl
Try  A £?iv , h tv  A rAzi toc  vtyy .xlx ' ovm0h ?m  tSf ov onpi niKzv.n ; lffl
iifwv ; Kzyoili xxi itiuirv  r ;v ttzci  iLvyj -,; toz '/g 'iti  y. '.tbv'.ot It iivx:si:i
tx  xou .i1/oi i xxi hxr ( ixx i xx %i/nicxxiotov txvtx « ■/ , iHx fain
ivvxiv at nxgxiTX 'i'" cJ ®£Aei«v. fi.xKK.ot s ’ o. 'cy. on xxi foXySiy: a
xinx ymiTo ' yjaputTiTfi.o; yxo Tra; it trtrub'v , v.xi  xsOu : yws.us::,
dotpov npxyp .x. kxi  nohiu .ixTx.TOt ixzoji" Jtldic . de liberate ^ 8.
“ His ftudied circu inflexion of periods , and juvenile affec.
“ tation of the flowers of fpeech , I do not approve.
“ The thought is frequently made fubfervient to the mnlie
“ of the fentence ; and elegance is preferred to reafon.
“ Whereas , in every difeourfe , where bulinefs and affairs
“ are concerned , nature ought to be followed : and nature
“ certainly dictates that the expreffion fhould be an object
“ fubordinate to the fenfe , not the fenfe to the expref-
“ lion. When one rifes to give public counfel concerning
“ war ac.d peace , or takes the charge ot a private man,
“ who rs handing at the bar to be tried for his life,
“ thole ftudied decorations , thofe theatrical graces and
“ juvenile flowers , are out of place . Inllead of being of
“ fervi'ce , they are detrimental to the caufe we efpoufe.

When the conteft is of a ferious kind , ornaments,
“ which at another time would have beauty , then lofe

their effect , and prove hoilile to the affections which
“ we wifh to raife in our hearers , ”

well
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well known . The ftrong ambition which he Lec t.
difcovered to excel in the art of fpeaking ; XXV.
the unfuccefsfulnefs of his firft attempts ; his
unwearied perfeverance in furmounting all the
difadvantages that arofe from his perfon and.
addrefs ; his /hutting himfelf up in^a cave , that
he might ftndy with lefs di/tradion ; his declaim¬
ing by the fea-fhore , that,he might accuftom
himfelf to the noife of a tumultuous afl'embly,
and with pebbles in his mouth , that he might
correct a defeat in his fpeech ; his pradifing at
home with a naked fword hanging over his
fhoulder , that he might check an ungraceful
motion , to which he was fubjed ; all thofe
circumfhmces which we learn from Plutarch,
are very encouraging to fuch as ftudy Eloquence,
as they /how how far art and application may
avail , for acquiring an excellence which nature
feemed unwilling to grant us.

Despising the affeded and florid mannet
which the Rhetoricians of that age followed,
DemoPthenes returned to the forcible and manly
Eloquence of Pericles ; and ftrength and vehe¬
mence form the principal charaderiftics of his
Style . Never had Orator a finer field than
Demofthenes in his Olynthiacs and Philippics,
which are his capital Orations ; and , no doubt,
to the noblenefs of the fubjed , and to that inte¬
grity and public fpirit which eminently breathe
in them , they are indebted for much of their
merit. The fubjed , is to roufe the indignation of
his countrymen again//; Philip ofMacedon , the

Voi ., II . N
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L e c T public enemy of the liberties of Greece ; and to
XXV. guard them againft the infidious meafures, by

which that crafty Prince endeavoured to lay them
afleep to danger . In the profecution of this end,
we fee him taking every proper method to
animate a people , renowned for juftice , humanity,
and valour , ifht in many inftances become corrupt
and degenerate . He boldly taxes them with their
venality , their indolence , and indifference to the
public caufe ; while , at the fame time , wirh all
the art of an Orator , he recals the glory of their
anceftors to their thoughts , fhows them that they
are ftill a flourifhing and a powerful people,
the natural protectors of the liberty of Greece,
and who wanted only tlft inclination to exert
themfelves , in order to make Philip tremble.
With his cotemporary orators , who were in
Philip ’s intereft , and who perfuaded the people
to peace , he keeps no meafures , but plainly
reproaches them as the betrayers of their country.
He not only prompts to vigorous conduct, but
he lays down the plan of that conduct ; he
enters into particulars ; and points out , with
great exaftnefs , the meafures of execution . This
is the (train of thefe orations . They are ftrongly
animated ; and full of the impetuofity and fire of
public fpirit . They proceed in a continued train
of inductions , confequences , and demonftrations,
founded on found reafon . The figures which he
ufes, are never fought after ; but always rife from
the fubject . He employs them fparingly indeed;
for fplendour and ornament are not the diitinctions
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of this Orator ’s compofition . It is an energy of Lsct,
thought peculiar to himfelf , which forms his XXV,
character , ’ and fets him above all others . He
appears to attend much more to things than to '
words . We forget the orator , and think of the
bufmefs. He warms the mind , and impels to
adtion. He has no parade and oftentation ; no
methods of infinuation ; no laboured introduc¬
tions ; but is like a man full of his fiibject , who,
after preparing his audience by a fentence of
two for hearing plain truths , enters diredtly on
bufmefs.

Demosthenes appears to great advantage,
when contrafted with JEfchines in the celebrated
oration “ pro Corona * ” JEfchines was his rival
in bufmefs , and perfonal enemy ; and one of the
mofi diftinguifhed Orators of that age . But when
We read the two orations , JEfchines is feeble in
comparifon of Demofthenes , and makes much
lefs impreffion on the mind . His reafonings
concerning the law that was in queftion , are
indeed very fubtile ; but his invective againft De¬
mofthenes is general , and ill fupported . Where¬
as Demofthenes is a torrent , that nothing can
refill . He bears down his antagonift with vio¬
lence ; he draws his character in the ftrongeft .
colours ; and the particular merit of that oration
is , that all the defcriptions in it are highly
pidturefque , There runs through it a ftrain of
magnanimity and high honour : the Orator fpeaks
with that ftrength and conscious dignity which
great adtions and public fpirit alone infpire . Beth

N 2
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L e c t . Orators ufe great liberties with one another ; and
XXV. in general , that unreftrained licence which ancient

manners permitted , even to the length ’of abufive
names and downright fcurrility , as appears both
here and in Cicero ’s Philippics , hurts and offends
a modem ear. What thofe ancient Orators gained
by fuch a manner in point of freedom and bold-
nefs , is more than compenfated by want of
dignity ; which feems to give an advantage , in
this refped , to the greater decency of modern
fpeaking.

The  Style of Demollhenes is ftrong and
concife , though fometimes , it mu ft not be
diffembled , harfli and abrupt . His words are very
expreffive ; his arrangement is firm and manly;
and , though far from being unmufical , yet it
feems difficult to find in him that ftudied , but
concealed number , and Rythmus , which fome
of the ancient critics are fond of attributing to
him. Negligent of thofe lefier graces , one would
rather conceive him to have aimed at that
Sublime which lies in fentiment . His action and

pronunciation are recorded to have been uncom¬
monly vehement and ardent ; which , from the
manner of his compofition , we are naturally led
to believe . The character which one forms of

him , from reading his works , is of the auftere,
rather than the gentle kind . He is , on every
occafion , grave , ferious , paffionate ; takes every
thing on a high tone ; never lets himfelf down,
nor attempts any thing like pleafantry . If any
fault can be found to his admirable Eloq_uer.ee,
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it is , that he fometimes borders on the hard
and dry . He may be thought to want hnootii-
nefs and grace ; which Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus
attributes to his imitating too clofely the
manner of Thucydides , who was his great
model for Style , and whofe hiftory he is faid
to have written eight times over with his own
hand . But thefe defects are far more than com-
penfated , by that admirable and mafterly force
of mafculine Eloquence , which , as it overpow¬
ered all who heard it , cannot , at this day , be
read without emotion.

After the days of Demofthenes , Greece loft
her liberty , eloquence of courfe languiflred , and
relapfed again into the feeble manner introduced
by the Rhetoricians and Sophifts . Demetrius
Phalereus , who lived in the next age to Demo¬
fthenes , attained indeed fome character , but he is
reprefented to us as a flowery , rather than a per-
fuafive fpeaker , who aimed at grace rather than
fubftance . “ Dele &abat Athenienfes, ” fays Cicero,
“ magis quam inflammabat .” cc He amufed the
“ Athenians , rather than warmed them .” And
after his time , we hear of no more Grecian Ora¬
tors of any note.

N

Lect.
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