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LECTURE XXV

ELOQUENCE, OR PUBLIC SPEAK:
ING._HISTORY OF ELOQUENCE.
_CRECIAN ELOQUENCE. — DEMO-
STHENES, .

HAVING finifhed that part of the Courfle
which relates to Language and Style, we are
now to afcend a ftep higher, and to examine the
fubjects upon which Style is employed. I begin
with what is properly called Eloquence, or Pub-
lic Speaking. In treating of this, I am to con-
fider the different kinds and fubjeéts of Public
Speaking ; the manner fuited to each; the pro-
per diftribution and management of all the parts
of a difcourfe; and the proper pronunciation or
delivery of it. But before entering on any of
thefe heads, it may be proper to take a view of
the nature of Eloquence in general, and of the
ftate in which it has fubfifted in different ages
and countries. This will lead into fome detail ;
but I hope an uvfeful one, asin every artit is of
great confequence to have a juft idea of the
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perfe@ion of the art, of the end at which
aims , and of the progrefs which it has mage
among mankind.

Or Eloquence, in particular, it is the moe
neceflary to afcertain the proper notion, becayfs
there is not any thing concerning which falfy
notions have been more prevalent. Hence, it
has been fo often, and is fill at this day,in
difrepute with many. When you fpeak to3
plain man of Eloquence, or in praife of it, he
i1s apt to hear you with wvery little attention
He conceives Eloquence to fignify a certain trick
of Speech; tle art of varnithing weak argumens
plaufibly ; or of {peaking fo as to pleafe anf
tickle the ear. “Give me good fenfe,” fays b,
“ and keep your Eloquence for boys” Heisn
the right, if Eloquence were what he conceives
it to be. It would be then a very contemptibk
art indeed , below the ftudy of any wife or goa
man, But nothing can be more remote from
truth. To be truly eloquent, is to {peak to the
purpofe. For the beft definition which, T think,
can be given of Eloquence, is, the Art o
Speaking in fuch a manner as to attain the end
for which we fpeak. Whenever a man fpeaks
or writes, he is fuppofed, as a rational being,
to have fome end 1n view; either to inform, o
to amufe, or to perfuadey or, in fome way of
other, to 2& upon his fellow-creatures. He who
fpeaks, or writes, in fuch a manner as to adap
all his words moft effectually to that end, is the
moft eloquent man. Whatever then the fubjet
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be, there is room for Eloquence; in hiftory, or
even in philofophy, as well as in orations. The
definition which I have given of Eloquence,
comp chends all the different kinds of it; whether
calculated to inftruct, to perfuade, or to pleafe.
But, as the moft important fubject of difcourfe
is Aéion, or Condu&. the power of Eloquence
chiefly appears when it is employed to mfluence
Condu& , and perfuade to Adtion. As it is
principally, with reference to this end, that it
becomes the obje&t of Art, Eloquence may,

under this view of it, be defined, The Art of

Perfuafion. :

THis being once eftablithed , certain con-
fequences immediately follow, which point out
the fundamental maxims of the Art. It follows
clearly, that, in order to perfuade , the moft
effential requifites are, folid argument, clear
method, a charadter of pi’Obl"y appearing in the
Speaker, joined with fuch graces of Style and
utterance , as fhall draw our attention to what
ke fays. Good fenfe 1s the foundation of all. No
man can be truly eloquent %vichout it; for feols
can perfuade none but fools. In order,to perfuade
a man offenfe , you mult firlt convince him; which
is only to be done, by fatisfying his underftanding
of the reafonablenels of what you propofe to him.

THis leads me to obferve, that convincing
and perfuading, though they are fometimes con-
founded , import , notwithftanding , differen
things, which it 1s neceflary for us, at prefent,
to diftinguifh from each other. Conviction affecls

o
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the underftanding only; perfuafion, the will apg
the practice. It is the bufinefs of the philofophe
to convince me of truth; it is the bufinefs of the
orator to perfuade me to alt agreeably to it, by
engaging my affections on its fide. Convidtion,
and perfuafion, do not always zo togethe,
They ought, indeed, to go together; and would
do fo, if our inclination regularly followed the
dictates of our underftanding. But as o
nature 15 conftituted , 1 may be convinced,
that virtue , juftice, or public fpirt, e
laudable , while, at the fame time, I am not
perfuaded to act according to them. The m
clination may revolt, though the Underﬂanding
be fatisfied: the paffions may prevail agaimft the
judgment. Conviétion is, however, always one
avenue to the inclination, or heart; and it i
that which an Orator muft firlt bend his firength
to gain: for no perfuafion is likely to be ftable;
which is not founded on conviction. But, in
order to perfuade , the Orator muft go farther
than merely producing conviction; he muft con-

Aider man as a creatfire moved by many different

fprings, and muft a& upon them all. He muft
addrefs himfelf to the pafiions ; he muft paint to
the fancy , and touch the heart; and, hence be

“fides folid argument, and clear method, all the

conciliating and interefting arts, both of Com
pofition and Pronuanciation , enter into the ide
of eloquence,

AN objection may, perhaps hence be formed
agairft Eloquence ; as an Art which may be
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employed for perfuading to ill, as well as to Lec T

good. There is no doubt that it may ; and fo rea- XXV,
foning may alfo be, and too often is employed,
for leading men into error. But who would think
of forming an argument from this againft the cul-
tivation of our reafoning powers? Reafon, Elo-
quence , and every Art which ever has been
ftudied among mankind , may be abufed, and
may prove dangerous in the hands of bad men;
+ but 1t were perfeétly childith to contend, that,
= upon this account, they ought to be abrogated.
n,1: Give truth and virtue the fame arms which you
en. ] give vice and falfehood, and the former are
+ likely to prevail. Eloquence is no invention of
the fchools. Nature teaches every man to be
eloquent , when he is much in earneft. Place
at: - him in fome critical fituation; let him have fome
st great intereft at ftake, and you will fee him lay
ot hold of the moft effectual means of perfuafion.
. The Art of Oratory propofes nothing more than
to follow out that track which Nature has firft
pointed out to men. And the more exadly that
. this track is purfued, the more that Eloquence is
& properly ftudied, the more fhall we be guarded
1. againft the abufe which bad men make of 10,
1. and enabled the better to diftinguifh between

true Eloquence and the tricks of Sophiftry.

WE may diftinguifh three kinds, or degrees of
Eloquence. The firlt, and loweft, is that which
aims only at pleafing the hearers. Such, generally,

.. s the Eloquence of panegyricks, inaugural ora-
... tions , addrefles to great men, and other har-
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angues of this fort. This ornamental fort of cop.
r 1

pofition is not altogether to be rejected. Tt my
innocently amufe and entertain the mind ; and j
may be mixed, at the fame time, with very
ufeful fentiments. But it mull be confefled,
that where the Speaker has no farther aim tha
merely to fhine and to pleafe, there is grex
danger of Art being ftrained into oftentation,
and of the compofition becoming tirefome
and languid.

A seconD and a higher degree of Eloquenc
is, when the Speaker aims not merely to pleals,
but alfo to inform , to inftruct, to convinc:
when his Art is exerted, in removing prejudics
againft himfelf and his caufe, in chufing the mof
proper arguments, ftating them with the greatel
force, arranging them in the belt order, expk
fing and delivering them with propriety and
beauty; and thereby difpofing us to pafs tha
judgment , or embrace that fide of the caufe, to
which he feeks to bring us. Within the
compafs chiefly , is employed the Eloquen
of the bar.

But there is a third , and ftill higher degre
of Eloquence, wherein a greater power is exerted
over the human mind ; by which we are not
only convinced, but are interefted, agitated , and

arried along with the Speaker; our paffions ar
made to rife together with his; we enter intoall
his emotions ; we love, we detelt, we refent,
according as he infpires us; and are prompted
to refolve, or to act, with vigour and warmth
Debate
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Debate, in popular aflemblies, opens the moft
illuftrious field to this fpecies of Eloquence; and
the pulpit, alfo, admits ie.

I am here to obferve, dnd the obfervation js
of confequence, that the high Eloquence which
I have laft mentioned ; is always the offspring of
paffion. By paflion, I mean that Rat¢ of the
mind in which it is agitated, and fired, by fome
object it has in view. A man may convince,
and even perfuade others to act, by mere reafon
and argument. But that degree of Eloquence
which gains the admiration of mankind , and
properly denominates one an QOrator , is nevef
found without warmth or paffion. Paffion, when
in fuch a degree as to roufe and kindle the mind,
without throwing it out of the poffeflion of it-
felf, 15 univerfally found to exalt all the human
powers. It renders the mind infinitely more en-
lightened , more penetrating, more vigorous and
mafterly ;, than it is in its calm moments. A
man , actuated by a ftrong paflion ; becomes
much greater than he is at other times. He is
confcious of more firength and force ; he utters
greater fentiments , conceives higher defigns,
and executes them with a boldnefs and a felicityy
of which, on other occafions, he could not think
himfelf capable. But chiefly , with refped to per
fualion , is thé power of paflion felt. Almoift
every man, in paffion, is eloquent. Then, he is,
at no lofs for words and arguments. He tranfmits
to others, by a fort of contagious fympathy , the
warm fentiments which he feels ; his looks and

Vor. 1. M
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geftures are all perfuafive; and Nature here (hows
herfelf infinitely more powerful than all art.
This is the foundation of that juft and noted
rule: < Si vis me flere, dolendum elt primum
« ipfi tib1. :

THis principle being once admitted , that all
high Eloquence flows from paflion, feveral con-

. fequences follow, which deferve to be attended

to; and the mention of which will ferve to con.
firm the principle itfelf. For hence , the univer
fally acknowledged effect of enthufiafm, or warmth
of any kind, in public fpeakers, for affedting
their aundience. Hence all laboured declamation,
and affected ornaments of Style, which fhow the
mind to be cool and unmoved, are fo inconfiftent
with perfuafive Eloquence. Hence all ftudied
prettinefles , in gefture or pronunciation , detrad
fo greatly from the weight of a Speaker. Hence
a difcourfe that is read, moves us lefs than one
that is fpoken, as having lefs the appearance of
coming warm from the heart. Hence, to call 2
man cold , is the fame thing as to fay, that he
is not eloquent.  Hence a fceptical man, who is
always in {ufpenfe , and feels nothing ftrongly;
or a cunning mercenary man, who is fufpected
rather to affume the appearance of paffion than
to feel it; have fo little power over men m
Public Speaking. Hence, in fine, the neceflity
of being, and being believed to be, difintereft
ed, and in earnelt, in order to perfuade.
THEsE are fome of the capital ideas which
have occurred to me, concerning Eloguence
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general ; and with which I have thought proper L & ¢ 1.

to begin, as the foundation of much of what I XXV,

am afterwards to fuggeft. From what I have

already faid, it is evident that Eloquence is a

high talent, and of great importance in {ociety;

and that it requires both natural genius , and

much improvement from Ast. Viewed as the

Art of Perfualion, it requires, in its loweft ftate,

foundnefls of underftanding , and confiderable ac-

quaintance with human nature; and, in its higher

degrees, it requires, moreover, firong fenfibility

of mind, a warm and lively imagination . joined

with corre@nefs of judgment, and an extenfive coms-

mand of the power of Language; to which muft

alfo be added, the graces of Pronunciation and
elivery. — Let us next proceed, to confider in

what ftate Eloquence has fubfifted in different

ages and nations.

It 1s an obfervation made by feveral writers,
that Eloquence is to be looked for only in free
ftates. Longinus, in particular | at the end of
his treatife on the Sublime, when affigning the
: reafon why fo litele fublimity of genius appeared
in the age wherein he lived, illuftrates this obferv-
ation with a great deal of beauty. Liberty , he
remarks, is the nurfe of true genius ; it animates
the fpirit, and vigorates the hopes of men;
excites honowable emulation , and a defire of
excelling in every Art. AM other qualifications
he fuys, you may find among thofe who are de-
prived of liberty ; but never did a flave become
an orator ; he can only be a pompous flatterer,

M z
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Now , though this reafoning be, in the main true;
it muft, however , be underftood with fome limit-
ations. For, under arbitrary governments, if
they be of the civilifed kind , and give encour-
agement to the arts, ornamental Rloquence may
fourifh remarkably. Witnefs France at this day,
where, ever fince the reign of Louis X1V. more
of what may jultly be called Eloquence, within
a certain {phere, is to be found, than, perhaps,
in any other nation of Europe; though freedom
be enjoyed by fome of them in a much greater
degree. Their fermons and orations pronounced
on publick occafions , are not only polite and
elegant harangues , but feveral of them are un-
commonly fpirited, animated with bold figures,
2nd rife to a degree of the Subiime. Their Elo-
quence , however, in general, muft be confeffed
to be of the flowery , rather than the Vigorous
kind ; calculated more to pleafe and foothe, than
to convince and perfuade. High, manly and
forcible Eloquence is , indeed to be looked for
only , or chiefly, in the regions of {reedom.
Under arbitrary governments, befides the general
turn of foftnefs and effeminacy which fuch
governments may be juftly fuppofed to give to
the fpirit of a nation, the art of {peaking cannot
be fuch an infirument of ambition, bufinefs, and
power . as it is in more democratical flates. Itis
confined within a narrower range ; it can be
exerted only in the pulpit, or at the bar; but 15
excluded from thofe gre:t fienes of public bufi-
nefs , where the fpirits of men have the freelt
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play; where important affairs are tranfadted, and
perfuafion of courfe, is more ferioufly ftudicd.
Wherever man can acquire moft power over
man by means of reafon and difcourfe, which
certainly is under a free ftate of government,
there we may naturally expe& that true Flo-
quence will be beft underftood, and carried to
the greatelt height.

HeNce , in tracing the rife of Oratory , we
need not attempt to go far back into the early
ages of the world, or fearch for it among the mo-
numents of Haftern or Egyptian antiquity. In thofe
ages , there was, indeed, an Eloquence ofa certain
kind; but it approached nearer to Poetry, than to
what we properly call Oratory. There is reafon
to believe, as I formerly fhowed, that the Lan.
guage of the firlt ages was paflionate and meta-

phorical ; owing partly to the fcanty ftock of

words , of which Speech then confifted ; and
partly to the tincture which Language naturally
takes from the favage and uncultivated ftate of
men, agitated by unreftrained paffions, and
ftruck by events , which to them are firange
and furprifing. In this ftate, rapture and enthu-
fiafm , the parents of Poetry, had an ample field.
But while the intercourfle of men was as yet un-
frequent, and force and ftrength were the chief
means employed in deciding controverfies , the
arts of Oratory and Perfuafion . of Reafloning
and Decbate, could be but little known. The
firt empires that arofe , the Affyrian and Fgyp-
tian, were of the defpotic kind. The whole power
M 3
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was in the hands of one, or at moft of a few,
The multitude were accultomed to a blind rever.
ence : they were led , not perfuaded ; and none
of thofe refinements of {ociety , which make public
fpeaking an objet of importance, were as yet
introduced.

Ir is not till the rife of the Grecian Republics,
that we find any remarkable appearances of
Eloquence as the art of perfuafion; and thefe
gave it fuch a field as it never had before, and,
perhaps, has never had again fince that time.
And, therefore, as the Grecian Eloquence has
ever been the object of admiration to thofe who
have ftudied the powers of Speech, it i1s necef-
fary, that we fix our attention, for a little, on
this period.

GRrEECE was divided into a multitude of petty
flates. Thefe were governed, at firlt, by kings
who were called Tyrants, and who being, in
fucceffion, expelled from all thefe fiates, there
fprung up a great number of democratical
governments, founded nearly on the fame plan,
animated by the fame high fpirit of freedom,
mutually jealous, and rivals of each other. We
may compute the flourifhing period of thofe
Crecian ftates, to have lafted from the battle of
Marathon, till che time of Alexander the Great,
who fubdued the liberties of Greece; a period
which comprehends about 150 years, and within
which are to be found moft of their celebrated
pocts and philofophers, but chiefly their Orators:
for though poetry and philofophy were not
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extinét among them after that period, yet Elo-
quence hardly made any figure.

OF thef®Grecian Republics, the moft noted,
by far, for Eloquence, and, indeed, for arts of
every kind , was that of Athens. The Athenians
were an Ingenious, quick, fprightly people;
practifed in bufinefs, and fharpened by frequent
and fudden revolutions , which happened in
their government. The genius of their govern-
ment was entirely democratical; their legiflature
confifted' of the whole body of the people. They
had, indeed, a Senate of five hundred; but in
the general convention of the citizens was placed
the laft refort; and-affairs were conduéted there,
altogether , by reafoning , fpeaking, and a
fkilful application to the paflions and intereflls
of a popular affembly. There, laws were made,
peace and war decreed, and thence the magiltrates
were chofen. For the highelt honours of the
{tate were alike open to all; nor was the meanelt
tradefman excluded from a feat in their fupreme
courts. In fuch a ftate, Eloquence, it is obvious,
would be much fiudied, as the furelt means of
rifing to influence and power; and what fort of
Eloquence? Not that which was brilliant merely,
and fhowy, but that which was found, upon
trial, to be molft effectual for convincing , inter-
efting, and perfuading the hearers. For there,
public {peaking was not a mere competition for
empty applaufe, but a ferious contention for
that public leading, which was the great objed

M 4
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L zc¢ T both of the men of ambition, and the men of

virtue.

AMONG a naion fo enlightened‘and acute,
and where the higheft attention was paid to every
thing elegant in the arts, we may naturally
expect to find the public tafte refined and judi-
cious. Accordingly, it was improved to fuch a
degree, that the Attic tafte and Attic mannes
have pafled into a proverb. It is true, that
ambitious demagogues, and corrupt orators, did

fometimes dazzle and miflead the people, bya

fhowy but falfe Eloquence; for the Athenians,
with all their acutenefs, were factious and giddy,
and great admirers of every novelty. But when
fome important interelt drew their attention,

when any great danger roufed them, and put

their judgment to a ferious trial, they commonly
diftinguifbed, very jultly, between genuine and
fpurrous Eloquence : and hence Demofthenes
triumphed over all his opponents; becaufe he
fpoke always to the purpofe, affected no infigni-
ficant parade of words, ufed weighty arguments,
and fhowed them clearly where their interef
lay. In critical conjunctures of the ftate, when
the public was alarmed with fome prefling danger,
when the people were affembled, and proclama:
tion was made by the crier, for any one to rife
and deliver his opinion upon the prefent fituation
of affairs, empty declamation and fophiftical
reafoning would not only have been hiffed , bu
velented and punifhed by an aflembly fo intell

gent and accuflomed to bufinefs. ‘Their greatel
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Orators trembled on fuch occafions, when they L ecT.
rofe to addrefs the people, as they knew they XXv.
were to be held anfwerable for the iffue of the
counfel which they gave. The moft liberal
““ endowments of the greatelt princes never could
8 found fuch a fchool for true oratory , as was
formed by the nature of the Athenian Republic..
Eloquence there fprung, native and vigorous,
from amid{t the contentions of faction and free-
dom, of public bufinefs, and of active life; and - .
not from that retirement and fpeculation, which
Wi e are apt fometimes to fancy more favourable
13 to Eloquence than they are found to be.
PvysisTrATUs, who was cote emporary with
Solon, and fnbx rerted his plan of government,
is mentioned by Plutarch , as the firt who
diftinguifhed himfelf among the Athenians b/
thhc&txon to the Arts of Sp“ech. His ability in
thefe arts, he employed for ratfing himfelf to the
u: fovereign power; which, howe‘; er, when he
i had attained , he exercifed with moderation. Of
the Orators who flourifhed between his time
« and the Peloponnefian war, no particular mention
is made in hiftory. Pericles, who died about the
beginning of that war, was properly the firft
= who camed h]o’]l.l{nre to a great height;  to
y fuch a height indeed, that it does not appear
he was ever afterwards furpaffed. He was more
than an Orator; he was alfo a Statefman and 2
General ; expert in bufinefs, and of confummate
pw addrefs. For forty years, he governed Athens
» With abfolute fwvay; and hiftorians afcribe his
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infuence , not more to his political talents thy

to his Elogquence, which was of that forcible |

and vehement kind, that bore every thing befors
it, and triumphed over the paffions and affections
of the people. Hence he had the furname of
Olympias given him: and it was faid, that, liks
Jupiter, he thundered when he {poke. Thoug
his ambition be liable to cenfure, yet gres
virtues certainly he had; and it was the confi
dence which the people repofed in his integriy,
that gave fuch power to his Eloquence; 2

cumftance, without which the influence of public o

fpeaking in a .popular ftate can feldom go fix

He appears to have been generous, magnanimous §

and public fpirited : he raifed no fortune
himfelf; he expended indeed great fums of the
public money, but chiefly on public work;
and at his death is faid to have valued himfef
principally on having never obliged any citiza
to wear mourning on his account, during hs
long adminiftration. It is a remarkable particuli
yecorded of Pericles by Suidas, that he was the

£t Athenian who compofed , and put iw

writing , a difcourfe defigned for the public,
PosrERIOR to Pericles, in the courfe of tht
Peloponnefian war, arofe Cleon, Alcibiades,
Critias, and Theramenes, eminent cicizens o
Athens , who were all diftinguifhed for theit
Eloquence. They were not Orators by profeflion;
they were not formed by fchools, but by a
much more powerful education, that of bufinch
and dcbate; where man {harpened man, and
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ML GRECIAN ELOQUENCE. 1

civil affairs carried on by public fpeaking, called
5% forth every exertion of the mind. The manner

% or ftyle of Oratory which then prevailed, we
‘% Jearn from the Orations in the hiftory of Thucy-
U2 dides , who alfo flourifhed in the fame age. It
“ was manly , vehement, and concife, even to
! fome deer:u of obfcurity. ‘‘ Grandes erant ver-
% bis,” fays Cicero,  crebri fententiis, coms-
‘ preflione rerum breves, et, ob eam ipfam
i caufam , interdum fubobfcuri *.” A manner
i yery different from what in modern times we
“twould conceive to be the Style of popular Ora-
‘tory ; and which tends to give a bigh idea of
mrthe acutenefs of thofe audiences to which they
ifpoke.

THE power of Eloquence having, after the
days of Pericles, become an obje@ of greater
confequence than ever, this gave birth to a fet
edmiof men till then unknown, called Rhetoricians s

sand fometimes Sophifls,'who arofe in multitudes
tipduring the Peloponnefian war; fuch as Protagoras,

::Prodicas, Thrafymus, and one who was more
i peminent tlnn all the reft, Gorgias of Leontium.
.+ Thefe Sophifts joined to their art of rhetoric
©a fubtile logic, and were generally a fort of
{¢metaphyfical Sceptics. Gorgias, however, was
i pza profelled mafter of FEloquence only. His

| [ reputation was prodigious. He was highly vene-

* * They were magnificent in their expreffions; they

5 1h0unded,n thought; they compreffed their matter into

105 few words, and, by their brt:vlr;y > were fometimes
| g0 % obfzure, ?
4 1‘ I1“»J
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money was coined with his name upon it I
the latter part of his life, he eftablifhed himff]
at Athens, and lived till he had attained the ag i
of 105 years. Hermogenes (de Ideis, L 1. cap.g)
has preferved a fragment of his , from whickh .
we fee his ftyle and manner. Tt is extremely
quaint and artificial; full of antithefis and pointed
expreffion ; and fhows how far the Greom |
fubtilty had already carried the ftudy of languae §
Thefe Rhetoricians did not content themfelve
with delivering general inftructions concerning
Eloguence to their pupils, and endeavouriagto
form their tafte; but they profefled the amdl§ -
giving them receipts for making all forts o, :
Orations; and of teaching them how to fpek} ~
for, and aganft, every caufe whatever. Upn

it (i

this plan, they were the firk who treated o,

common places, and the artificial invention of§
arguments and topics for every fubjedt Inted .,
hands of fuch men, we may eafily believe dutd,
Oratory would degenerate {from the mafclined
ftrain it had hitherto held, and become a triffing
and fophiftical art: and we may jultly deml =
them the firft corrupters of true Eloquence. Tof .

them, the great Socrates oppofed himfelf. B§.. -
a profound , but fimple reafoning ’peculiar 08, :
himfelf, he exploded their fophiftry; and endex | ©
voured to recall men’s attention from that abil
of reafoning ‘and difcourfe which began to bt
in vogue, to natural I,aﬁguage, and found ad
ufeful thouglrt.

(430
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In the fame age, though fomewhat later than
the philofepher above - mentioned , flourifhed
Ifocrates , whofe writings are ftill extant. He
was a profeffed Rhetorician, and by teaching
Eloquence , he acquired both a great fortune,
and higher fame than any of his rivals in that
profeflion. No contemptible Orator he was. His
orations are full of morality and good fentiments:
they are flowing and fmooth; but too deftitute
of vigour. He never engaged in public affairs,
nor pleaded caufes; and accordingly his orations
are calculated only for the fhade: “ Pompz ”,
Cicero allows, ‘‘ magis quam pugnz aptior; ad

~ % voluptatem aurium accommodatus potius quam

“ ad judiciorum certamen. *. ” The Style of
Georgias of Leontium was formed into fhort

“""fentences, compofed generally of two members
“ balanced againft each other. The Style of {{focra-

tes, on the contrary, is fwelling and full; and

T he is faid to be the firk who introduced the

method of compofing in regular periods, which
had a {tudied mufic and harmonious cadence; a

® manner which he has carried to a vicious excefs.

What fhall we think of an orator, who employed
ten years in compofing one difcourfe, {till extant,
entitled the Panegyric ? How much frivolous

* care muft have been beftowed on all the minute

% elegance of words and fentences ? Dionyfius of

* ¢ More fitted for thow than for debate; better cal-
culated for the amufement of an audience, than for
* judicial contefts.”

(13
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Halicarnaffus has given us upon the orations of i
Ifocrates, as alfo upon thofe of fome other Gregh |#*
orators, a full and regular treatife, which is, j §*
my opinion, one of the moft judicious pieces of *
ancient criticifm extant, and very worthy of |
being confulted. He commends the fplendour of
Ifocrates’s Style, and the morality of his fent
ments; but feverely cenfures his affe@ation, ad
the uniform regular cadence of all his fentences |
He holds him to be a florid declaimer; noty ""!Sf'?“
natural perfuafive fpeaker. Cicero, in his criticl el

149
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wrorks, though he admits his failings, yet difcoven|”
a propenfity to be very favourable to il
& plena ac numerofa oratio, ” that fwelling adff™"*
mufical ftyle, which Ifocrates introduced; ad but v
with the love of which, Cicero himfelf ywas,§ %"
perhaps, fomewhat infected. In one of his Trexils
{Orat. ad M. Brut.) he informs us, that his friendd,
Brutus and he differed in this particular, ad};
that Brutus found fault -with his partiality
Ifocrates. The manner of Ifocrates generally cach{
es young people, when they begin to attndy, .
to compofition; and it is very natural that &
fhould do fo. It gives them an idea of thls
regularity , cadence , and magnificence of fyk, ke at
which fills the ear : but when they come t
write or fpeak for the world, they will find ths}f
oftentatious manner unfit, either for cn'ryinﬂun
bulinefs , or comma ndmo‘ attention. It is fud,
that the high reputation of Ifocrates prompied
Ariftotle, who was nearly his cotemporary, @
lived but a little after him, to write his inflik

th
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tions of Rhetoric ; which are indeed formed
upon a plan of Eloquence very different from
that of Hocrates, and the Rhetoricians of that
time. He feems to have had it in view to direct
the attention of orators much more towards con-
vincing and affe@ing their hearers, than towards
the mufical cadence of periods.

Iskus and Lyfias, fome of whofe orations are
preferved , belong alfo to this period. Lyfias
was fomewhat earlier than Ifocrates, and is the
model of that manner which the ancients call
the ¢ Tenuis vel Subtilis. ” He has none of
Ifocrates’s pomp. He 1s every where pure and
attic in the higheft degree; fimple and unaffedled;
but wants force, and is fomeumes frigid in his
compofitions * Ifxus is chiefly remarkable for

* In the judicious comparifon , which Dienyfius of
Halicarnaflus makes of the merits of Lyfias and Ifocrates ,
he afcribesto Lyfias, as the diftinguifhing characler of his
manner , a certain grace or elegance arifing from Lmplicity :
“ meursiyop n A..mg sEic ey 7o Xogisy' # o lgoncares , Cuteron.”
“ The ftyle of Lyfias has gracefulne(s for its nature: tha
gof I[bm'lr.es, feeks to have it.” In the art of marra-
tion, as diftinct , probable ; and perfualive, he holds
Lylias to be {uperior to all orators: at the fame time,
he admits that his compofition is more adapted to private
litigation than to great {ubjects. He convinces’, but he
does not elevate nor animate. The magnificence .and fplen-
dour of Ifocrates is more fuited to great occafions. He is
more agreeable than Lyfias; and, in dignity of fentiment,
far excels him, With regard to the affectation which is
vilible in Ifocrates’s manner, he concludes what he fays of
it whith the following excellent obfervations, which fhould
never be forgotten by any wha afpire to be true Orators.

Lec.p
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¢

_being the mafter of the great Demofthenes, iy

whom , it mult be acknowledged, Eloquenc
fhone forth with higher {plendour, than perhaps
in any that ever bore the name of an orator, and
whofe manner and character, therefore, mul

dCfCI’VC our pl“‘ti(l‘_]]‘dl‘ :qtttntn()n.

I suauL not fpend any - time upon the

circumftances of Demolfthenes’s life ; they ar
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rxw'" 7"5«."53"'-}-/, HoLd TTONEMIWTOTOY E):w i Judic. cclfocmte;,g
* His ftudied flexior pe 1 juvenil
is ftudied circumflexion of periods, and juvenile affec:
tation of the flowers of {peech, I do not g pprove
The thought is frequently made {ubfervient to lhcn fie
of the fentence ; and elegance is preferred to realon
Whereas ;, in every difcourfe, where bufinefs and affiin
are concerned , nature ought to be followed: and nature
certainly diates that the expre{lion fhould be an objed
{ubordinate to the fenfe, not the {enfe to the exprl
fion. When one rifes to give public counfel concerming
war and peace, or takes the charge of a private man;
who is ftanding at the bar to be tried for his life,
thofe ftudied dL(_('rat;uns thofe theatrical graces and
juvenile flowers, are out 01' place. Inflead of being of
fervice , they are d\.L.'mcrt‘l w the cunfe we efpoule
* NWhen the conteft is of a fericns lind , ornaments,
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which at another time would have beauty, then
their effect, and prove hoftile to the affections which
we with to raife in our hearers.
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DEMOSTHENES. 177
well known. The ftrong ambition which he
difcovered to exgel in the art of fpeaking ;
the unfuccelsfulnefs of his firft attempts; his
unwearied pel‘ﬁivemnf‘e in furmounting all the
difadvantages that arofe from his puhm and
addrefs ; his fhutting himfelf up ina cave, that
he might ftudy with lefs diftracion; his declaim-
ing bv the fea- flﬂl-\., that he might accuftom
himfelf to the noife of a tumultuom affembly ,
and with pebble&- in his mouth, that he m might
corret a defe@ in his fpeech; his practifing at
home with a naked fword hanging over his
fhoulder , that he might check an ungraceful
motion , to which h.,, was fubject; all thofe
circumf@tances which “we learn from Plutarch,
are very encouraging to fuch as ftudy Eloquence,
as they fhow huw fr art and aophmtmn may
avail, for acquiring an excellence which nature
il(mul uawxl,m" to grant us.

Despising the aﬁa&"i and florid manner
which the Rhetoricians of that age followed,
Demofthenes returned to the forcible and manly
Eloqucn"’* of Pericles : and ftrength and vehe-
mence form the principal charaeriftics of his
Style. Never had Orator a finer field than
Dt’mmmmea i his Olynthiacs and Phili ippics,
which are his capital Orations; and, no doum,
to the noblenefs of the fubjet, and to that inte-
arity and public f)ulr which gminently breathe
i them, tiu are indebted for much of their
merit. lh fub;u_-, 1sto roule the indignation of
his countrymen agaiaft Fhilip of Vi icedon, the

Vor. I N
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public.enemy of the liberties of Greece; and tq
guard them againft the infidious meafures, by
which that crafty Prince endeavoured to lay them
afleep to danger. In the profecution of this end,
we fece him taking every proper method to
animate a people. renowned for jultice, humanity,
and valour, Bt in many inftances become corrupt
and degenerate. He boldly taxes them with their
venality , their indolence, and indifference to the
public 'C:mfe:; while, at the fame time, wirh all
the art of an Orator, he recals the glory of their
anceftors to their thoughts, thows them that they
are ftll a flourithing and a powerful people,
the natural protectors of the liberty of Greece,
and who wanted only tlfe inclination to exern
themfelves , in order to make Philip tremble,
With his cotemporary orators , who were in
Philip’s interelt, and who perfuaded the people
to peace, he keeps no meafures, but planly
reproaches them as the betrayers of their country.
He not only prompts to vigorous condudt, but
he lays down the plan of that conduct; he
enters into particulars; and points out, with
great exactnels, the meafures of execution. This
15 the ftrain of thefe orations. They are firongly
animated; and full of the impetuofity and fire of
public {pirit. They proceed in a continued trin
of induétions, conlequences, and demonfirations,
founded on found reafon. The figures which he
ufes, are never fonght after; but always rife from
the fubject. He employs them fparingly indeed;
for fplendour and ornament are not the diftinctions
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of this Orator’s compofition. It is an energy of
thought peculiar to himfelf, which forms his
character, and fets him above all others. He

appears to attend much more to things than to’

words. We forget the orator, and think of the
bufinefs. He warms the mind, and mpels to
action. He has no parade and oftentation; no
methods of infinuation; no laboured introducs
tions; but is like a man full of his fubject, who,
after preparing his audience by a fentence or
two for hearing plain truths, enters diredly on
bufinefs.

DEMOSTHENES appears to great advantage,
when contrafted with AEfchines in the celebrated
oration * pro Corona. ” Efchines was his rival
in bufinefs, and perfonal enemy; and one of the
moft diftinguifhed Orators of that age. But when
we read the two orations, Efchines is feeble in
comparifon of Demofthenes, and makes much
lefs impreffion on the mind. His reafonings
concerning the law that was in queftion, are
indeed very fubtile; but his invedtive againft De-
mofthenes is general, and ill fupported. Where-
as Demofthenes 1s a torrent, that nothing can
refift. He bears down his antagonift with vio-
lence; he draws his charaéter in the ftrongeft
colours; and the particular merit of that oration
is, that all the defcriptions in it are high}y
picturefque. There runs through it a ftrain of
magnanimity and high honour: the Orator {peaks
with that ftrength and confgious dignity which
ereat actions and public fpirit alone mipire, Both

N 2
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180 DEMOSTHENES
Orators ufe great liberties with one another; and
in qercmi thm unreftrained licence which ancient
manners permitted, even to the length ‘of abufive
names and dou,ngh.. fcurrility , as appears both
here and in Cicero’s Philippics, hurts and offends
2 modern ear. What thofe a-uci““t Orators ';'.‘.ined,
by fuch a manner in point of freedom and bold-
more than compnu ted 0/’ want of

this th)f.t.t to the ereatcr dcccncy of modem
pc“]\mg.
Tue Style of Demofthenes is ftrong and
1gh fometimes, it muft not be
diffembled, harfh and abrupt. His words are very
expreflive ; his arrangement is firm and maoly;
and, though far from being unmufical, yet i
fecems (L.tﬁu;lt to find in him that ftudied, but
concealed number, and Rythmus, which fome
of the ancient critics are fond of attributing to
him. Ne”l'g’nt of thofe leffer graces, one would
rather conceive him to have aimed at that
Sublime which lies in fentiment. His acion and
pronunciation are recorded to have besen uncom:
monly vehement and ardent; which, from the
manner of his compofition, we are natur rally lad
to believe. The l aracter which one forms of
him, from reading his works, is of the auffere,
rather than the gc"tle kind. He is, on every
occafion, grave, ferious, paffionate; takes every
thing on a high tone; never lets mmfclf down,
nor attempts any ‘L‘I; ng like pl -afantry. 1f any
fault can be found to his admirable ,‘o”?"" i

concife , thougl
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it is, he fometimes borders on the hard
and dry. He may be thought to want fmooth-
nefs and grace; which Djonyﬁ,us of Halicarnaffus
attributes to his  imitating too clofely the

manner of Thucydides , who was his great
model for Style, and whofe hiftory he is faid
to have written cight times over with his own
hand. But thefe defe@®s are far more than com-
penfated , by that admirable and mafterly force
of mafculine Eloquence, which, as it overpow-
ered all who heard it, cannot, at this day, be
read without emotion,

AE‘TER the days of Demofthenes, Greece loft
her libcrt}f, "m“mce o‘f Ccurfe iane'ui"hed and

|

bf the b_retm iclans :md Soahntn Lune,nm
Phalereus , who lived in the next age to Demo-
fthenes, attained indeed fome charaéter, but he is
reprefented to us as a flowery, rather than a per-
fualive fpeaker , who aimed at grace rather than
{ubftance. * Delectabat Athenienfes,” fays Cicero,
“ magis quam inflammabat.” ¢ He amufed the
Athenians, rather than warmed them.” And
alter his time, we hear of no more Grecian Ora-
tors of any note.
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