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XXX,

IR ECIE,

LECTURE

CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF A SER.
NMON OF BISHOP ATTERBURY?.

THE laft Le®ure was employed in obferva.
tions on the peculiar and diftinguithing Charadlers
of the Eloquence proper for the Pulpit. But as
rules and directions, when delivered in the
abftra¢t , are never fo ufeful as when they are
illuftrated by particular inftances, it may, perhaps,
be of fome benefit to thofe who are defigned for
the Church, that I fhould analyfe an Englifh
Sermon, and confider the matter of it, together
with the manner. For this purpofe, I have chofen
Bifhop Atterbury as my example, who 1s defer-
vedly accounted one of our moft eloquent writers
of Sermons, and whom I mentioned as fuch in
the laft Lecture. At the fame time, he is more '™
diftinguifhed for elegance and purity of exprel
fion, than for p:ofoundpen of thought. His Style,
th()ugh fometimes carelefs, is, upon the whole, -
neat and chafte; and more beautiful than that of
moft writers of Sermons. In his fentiments heis i
not only rational; but pious and devotional, i
which'is a great excellency. The Sermon whichl
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have {ingled out,is, that upon Praife and Thanks-
gmng, the firlt Sermon of the firt Volume,
which is reckoned one of his beft. In examining
it, it is neceffary that I fhould ulfe full liberty,
and, together with the beauties, point out any
defects that occur to me in the matter, as well
as in the Style.
PsaLm 1. 14. Offer unto God Thank(giving.

“ AmoNG the many excellencies of this pious
« collection of Hymns, for which fo particular a
« yalue hath been fet upon it by the Church of
“ God in all ages, this is not -the lealt, that the
true price of (i'ltm is there jultly ftated; men
« are called off from reflting in the outward fhow
 of religion, 1 ceremonies and ritual obfervan-
“ ces; and taught, rather to prad&ife (that which
« was [hadowed out by thele rites, and to which
 they are defigned to lead) found inward piety
« and virtue.

« THe feveral compofers of thefe Hymns were
Prophets; perfons, whofe bufinefs it was not
« only to foretel events, for the benefit of the
Church in fucceeding times, but to corredt and
“ reform alfo what was nﬂr\ among that race of
men , with whom they Tived sz{ converled ;
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« to preferve a foolilh people from idolatry, and"

falfe worfhip; to refcue the law from corrupt
frloinﬁ, and fuperftitious abufes; and to put
men in mind o " (what they are fo willing to
forget) that cternal and invariable rule, which
was before thefe pofiiive duties, would continue
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“ after them, and was to be obferved, even then,

“in prJucuce to them.

“ THE difcharge, I fay, of this part of the °

¢« prophetic office taking up fo much room In

“ the book of Pfalms; this hath been one reafon,
C

% been fo highly efteemed ; becaufe we are from

« hence furnifhed with a roper reply to ap ®
I Py

“ argument commonly made ufe of by unbe.
113
“ as pious frauds and impoftures, on account |
(1

(19
(13
<
144
<
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“ able thoroughly to anfwer, unlefs we could

prove (chicefly out of the Pfalms, and other
parts of the prophetic writings) that the Jewifh
religion was fomewhat more than bare outfide
and fhow; and that inward purity , and the
devotion of the heart, was a duty then, as
well as now.

THIS appears to me an excellent Introdudtion.
The thought on which it refts is folid and judi-
cious; that in the book of Pfalms, the attention
of men is called to the moral m(l {pinitual pat
of religion ; and the Jewifh difpenfation thereby
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among many others, why they have always °

JL{:VCh , who look upon all revealed religions -”-T"-

of the IJlL}UdlCLS they have entertained in rely. (o
“ tion to that of the Jews; the whole of which i
they firlt fuppofe to lie in external performan- fat th
ces, and then eafily pmfmde themfelves, that fo
God could never be the Author of fuch a mere foes 0
piece of pageantry and empty fommht_v, nor 1 be int
delight in a worflhip which confifted purel y in krodud
a number of odd unaccountable ceremonies. :
Which objection of theirs, we fhould not be = df
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vindicated from the fufpicion of requiring nothing LE ¢ T.
more from its votaries . than the obfervance XXX.
of the external rites and ceremonies of the law,
Such views of religion are proper to be often
difplayed ; and deferve to be infifted on, by
all who wifh to render preaching conducive to
the great purpofe of promoting righteoufnefs and
virtue. The Style, as far as we have gone, is
not only free from faults, but elegant and
happy.

I1 is a great beauty in an introduction, when ;
it can be made to turn on fome one thought,
fully brought out and illuftrated; efpecially , if
that thought has a clofe connection with the
following difcourfe , and , at the fame time,
does not anticipate any thing that is afterwards
to be introduced in a more proper place. This
Introduction of Atterbury’s has all thefe advanta-
ges. The encomium which he makes on the
ftrain of David’s Pfalms, is not fuch as might
as well have been prefixed to any other difcourfe,
the text of which was taken from any of the
Pfalms. Had this been the cafe, the Introduction
would have loft much of its beauty. We fhall
fee from what follows, how naturally the intro-
ductory thought conneés with his text, and
how happily it ufhers it in.

“ ONE great inftance of this proof, we have
in the words now before us; which are taken
from a Plalm of Afaph, written on purpofe
to fet out the weaknefs and worthleflnefs of
external performances, when compared with
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more fubftantial and vital duties. To enforce
which dodrine, God himfelf is bi'ought i as
delivering it. Heer O my people, and | wiy
Jpeak ; O Ifracl, and I will tefiify aamnﬂ thee :
I am God, even thy God. The Preface is very
folemn , and therefore what it ufhers in, we
may be fure is of no common importance; |
will not reprove thee for thy facrifices or thy bung
offirings, to have been continually before me. That
15, 1 will not fo reprove thee for : any failures
1 thy facrifices and burnt-offerings, as if thefe
wcrc the only, or the chief thmgs‘ [ required
of thee. I'will take no bullock out of thy houfe,
nor :’m oat out of thy folds; 1 prefcribed not
facrifices to thee. for my own fake, becaufe

* I needed them; For every beaff of the foref is
5 = = b
mine, and the cattle on a thoufand Fkills, Mine

they are, and wére, before 1 commanded thee
to offer them to me; fo that, as it follows,
If I were hungry, yet would I not tell thee , for
the world is mine , and the fulnefs thereof, But
can ye be fo grofs and fenfelels, as to thik
me liable to hunger and thirft? as to imagine
that wants of that kind can touch me? Il il
I eat ffzc fesh of bulls , . the blood of
ate feverely

‘wiLh them, after the mo -aceful manner of
EL‘J"U"]'[] Poe i
plnn and full refolution of the cafe, in thofe
few words of the text. — Q‘A,j?i-r unto God thanks.
giving. Would you do your homage the molt
agreeable way ? would you hndl the molt

f which 15 a
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“ acceptable of fervices? offer unto God thangs-
“ giving. i

IT is often a difficult matter to illuftrate grace-
fully the text of a Sermon from the context, and
to point out the conne&ion between them. This
is a part of the difcourfe which is apt to become
dry and tedious, efpecially when purfued into a
minute commentary. And therefore, except as far
as fuch illuftration from the context is neceflary
for explaining the meaning, or in cafes where
it ferves to give dignity and force to the text,
1 would advife it to be always treated with
brevity. Sometimes it may even be wholly omitted,
and the text affumed merely as an independent
propofition, if the connection with the context
be obicure, and would require a laborious ex-
planation. In the prefent cafe, the illuftration
from the context is fingularly happy. The paffage
of the Plalm on which it is founded is noble
and {pirited , and conne@ed in fuch a manner
with the text, as to introduce it with a very
friking emphafis. On the language 1 have little
to obferve , except that the phrafe, one great
inflance of this pro.f, is a clumly expreflion. It
was fufficient to have faid, one great proof, or
one great inftance , of this, In the fame fentence,
when he fpeaks of fetting out the weaknefs and
worthle[Jnefs of external performances , we may
obferve , that the word worthleffnefs , as it is
now commonly ufed, fignifies more than the
deficiency of worth, which is all that the Author
means. It generally imports , a confiderable

Vior. 1L X
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degree of badnefs or blame. It would be more
proper , therefore, to fay, the imperfedtion, or
the ufJn_,.hmcy of external performances.

« Tyue ufe I intend to make of thefe words,
<« j5, from hence to .raife fome thoughts about
« that very excellent and imponuat duty of
« Praife and Thank{giving, a fubje& not unfit
“ to be difcourfed of at t he

b

his time ; whether we
« confider, either the more than ordinary cold-
“ nefs that appears of late in men's tempers
© towards the practice of this or any other
¢ part of a warm and affecting devotion; the
great occafion of fetting afide this particular
day in the calendar, fome years ago; or the
new inftances of mercy and goodnefs, which
God hath lately been pleafed to beltow upon
us ; anfwering at laft the many prayers and
“ fiftings, by which we have befought him fo
“ long for the eftablifhment of their Majefties
“ Throne , and for the fuccefs of their arms;
¢ and giving us in his good time, an apportu-
nity of appearing bcfnr-: him in the more
“ delightful part of our duty, with the voice of
¢ joy and praife , with a multitude that: keep holidays.”
IN this paragraph there is nothing remarkable;
no particular beauty or neatnefs of expreflion;
and the Sentence which it forms is long and

tirefome — to raife fome thoughts  about that very
excellent , &c. is rather loofe and awkward; —
better — to recommend that very excellent 5 &c. and

when he mentions fetting ra_,.uc a particular day
in the calendar , one would imagine, that fetting

omm
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apart would have been more proper, as to fet Lec T
afide , feems rather to fuggeft a different idea, pié &
“ Offer unto God Thankfyiving. — Which that
“ we may do, let us enquire firft, how we arc
“to underftand this command of offering Praife
“ and ’l"h;mkfgiving unto God; dnd then, how
reafonable it is that we fhould comply with it.”
Tuis is the general divifion of the difcourfe.
An excellent one it is, and correfponds to many
fubjedts of this kind, where particular duties are
to be treated of; firlt to ‘explain, and then to
recommend or enforce them. A divifion fhould
always be fimple and natural; and much depends
on the proper view which it gives of the fubject.
“ QUR enquiry into what is meant here , will
‘ be very fhort; for who is there , that under-
ftands any thing of religion, but knows , that
the offering Praife and Thanks to God, implies,
our having a lively and devout fenfe of his
excellencies , and of his benefits ; our recollec-
ing them with humility and thankfulnefs of
heart; and our exprefling thefe inward affec-
tions by fuitable outward figns , by reverent
and lowly poftures of body, by fongs and
hymns, and fpiritual ejaculations ; either publicly
or privatély; either in the cuftomary and daily
e Church, or in its more folemn

(4

fervice of t
Affemblies. convened upon extraordinary occa-
fions ? This is the account which every Chriftian
eafily gives him{cif of it; and which therefore,
it would be needlefs to enlarge upon, I fhall
only take notice upon this head that Praife

<7
AR5
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« and Thankfgiving do, in {trictnefs of fpeech,
“ fignify things fomewhat different. Our Praife
5% properly terminates in God, on account of
¢ his natural excellencies and perfections ; and
¢ s that a@t of devotion, by which we confefs
« .nd admire his feveral attributes : but Thanks-
“ giving is a narrower duty, and imports only
¢ a grateful fenfe and_acknowledgment of paft
“ mercies. We praife God for all his glorious
“ a&s of every kind , that regard either us or
¢ other men, for his* very vengeance, and thofe
“ judgments which he fometimes fends abroad in
“ the carth ; but we thank him . properly fpeak-
“ ing, for the inftances of his goodnefs alone;
“ and for fuch only of thefe , as we ourfelves
“ are fomeway concerned in. This, I fay, is what
the two words firidtly imply; but fince the
language of Scripture is generally lefs exact and
“ ufeth either of them often to exprefs the othel®
“ by, 1 fhall not think myfelf obliged, n what
“ follows, thus nicely always to diftinguifh them.”

THERE was room here for infiting more fully
on the nature of the duty, than the Author
has done under this head; in particular, this
was the place for correcting the miftake , to
which men are always prone, of making Thanks-
giving to confift merely in outward expreffions;
and for fhowing them, that the effence of the
duty lies in the inward feelings of the heart.
In general, it is of much ufe to give full and
ditin@ explications of religious duties. But, as
our Author iantended oniyhcne difcourfe on the

(19

(11
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fubject, he could not enlarge with equal fulnefs
on every part of it; and he has chofen to dwell
on that part, on which indeed it is moft neceffary
to enlarge, the motives enforcing the duty. For,
as it is an eafier matter to know , than to practice
duty . the perfuafive part of the difcourfe is that
to which the Speaker fhould always bend his
chief ftrength. The account given in this head,
of the nature of Praife and Thank{giving, though
fhort , 1s yet comprehenfive and diftinét , and
the language is fmooth and elegant.

“ Now the great reafonablienefs of this duty of
* Praife or Thankfgiving , and our feveral obl-
“ nations to 1t, will appear, it we either confider
it abfoiutely in itfelf . as the debt of our natures;
or compare it with other duties, and [how the
rank it bears among them; or fet out, in the
laft place, fome of its peculiar properties and
“ advantages , with regard to the devout per-
former of it.”
The author here enters upon the main part of
his fubject. the reafonablene(s of the duty, and men-
tions three arguments for provingit. Thefe are well
ftated , and are in themfelves proper and weighty
confiderations. How far he has handled each of
them to advantage, will appear as we proceed. I can-
not, however, but think that he has omitted one
very material part of the argument, which was
to have fhown the obligations we are under to
this duty , from the various fubjects of Thanks-
giving afforded us by the divine goodnefs. This
would have led him to review the chief benefits

X3
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of Creation , Providence , and Redemption : and
certainly, they are thefe which lay the foundation
of the whole argument for 'I*hankfgiving, The
heart muft firft be affected with a fuitable fenfe
of the divine benefits, before one can be excited
to praife God. If you would perfuade me to be
thankful to a benefactor, you mufl not emplay
fuch confiderations merely as thofe upon which the
Author here refts, taken from gratitude’s being
the law of my nature , or bearing a high rank
among moral duties, or being attended with pe.
culiar advantages. Thefe are con{iderations but of
a {fecondary nature. You muft begin with fetting
before me all that my friend has done for me,
if you mean to touch my heart, and to call forth
the emotions of gratitude. The cafe is perfedly
fimilar, when we are exhorted to give thanks to
God ; and, therefore , in giving a full view of
the fubjed, the bleflings conferred on us by divine
goodnefls hould have been taken into the argument,
IT may be faid, however, in apology for
our Author , that this would have led him
into too wide a field for one difcourfe, and intoa
ficld alfo, which is difficult, becaufe fo beaten, the
enumeration of the divine benefits. He therefore
feems to take it for granted, that we have upon
our minds a juft fenfe of thefe benefits. He affu-
mes them as known and acknowledged; and
fetting afide what may be called the pathetic
part of the fubject, or what was calculated to
warm the heart, he goes on to the reafoning par t.
In this management, I cannot altogether blameg
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him. I donot by any means fay, thatitis neceffa- L ¢ T.
1y in every difcourfe to take in all that belongs XXX,
to the doctrine of which we treat. Many a dif:
courfe is fpoiled, by attempting to render it too
copious and comprehenfive. The Preacher may,
without reprehenfion, take up any part of a great
fubject to w*mn his genius at the time leads him,
ancl make that his theme. But when he omits any
thing which may be thought effential , he ought
to give notice, that this is a part, which for
the time he lays alide. Something of this fort,
would perhaps have been pmp r here. Our Au-
thor might have begun, by faying, that the realo-
nablenefs of this duty muft app,.tl to every thinking ‘
being , who reflects upon the infinite obligations
which are laid upon us by creating, preferving,
and redeeming love; and after taking notice that
the field which thefe open,was too wide for him
to enter upon at that time, have proceeded to his
other heads. Let us now confider thefe 1‘(‘13"1"&01'.".

THE duty of Praife and Thank{giving, con-
fidered abfolutely in itfelf, is , I fay, the debt and
law of our nature. We had fuch faculties beltow-
ed on us by our Creator , as made us capable
of fatisfying this debt, and obeying this law ;
and they never, therefore, work more*naturally
and freely, than when they are thus employed.
“ 'Tis one of the earlieft infiructions given us
by philofophy, and which hath ever fince been
“ approv cd and inculcated by the wifeft men
“ of all ages, that the original defign of making
“ man was, Uﬂt he mig ht p;.ufg and honour lum

X 4
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who made him. When God had finifhed this
goodly frame of things we call the world, and
put together the feveral parts of it according
to hisinfinite wifdom, 1o exact number . weight,
¢ and meafure ; there was ftill wanting a creature,
“i1n tl“fne Iow - regions, that cou i ap prgh“ud
beauty , order, and exquifite contrivance
‘ of 1t; that from contemplating the gift, might
“ be able to raife itfelf to the great Giver, and
do honour toall his attributes. Every thing in-
deed that God made, did, in fome fenfe, glorify
its author , inafmuch as it carried upon it the
plain m'llL and imprefls of the Deity , and was
an effet worthy of that firft caufe from whence
it flowed; and thus might the Heavens be faid,
at the firt moment in which they ftood forth,
to declare his glory , and the firmament to [how his
handy-work : But this was an imperfec and de-
fective glory; the fign was of no fignification
here below , whillt there was no one here as
yet to take notice of it. Man, therefore, was
‘ formed to fupply this want, endowed with
powers fit to find out, and to acknowledge
* thefe unlimited perfecions ; and then put into
this Temple of God, this lower world, as the
prieft of nature, to offer up the incenfe of
Thanks and Praife for the mute and infenfible
part of the Creation.

*“Thrs, Ifay , hath been the opinion all along of
the moft thoughtful men, down from the moft an-
cient times : and though it be not demonftrative,

yet it is what we cannot but judge highly reafon-
able, if we do but allow , that man was made for
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“ fome end or other; and that he is capable of
“ perceiving that end. For, then, let us fearch
“ and enquire never fo much, we fhall find no
“ other account of him that we can reft upon fo
well. If we fay, that he was made purely for
¢ the good ple: 1fure of God; thisis, in effect, to
Sifay, Lh".th"‘ was made for no determinate cnd
“ or for none , at leaft, that we can dlfcem.
If we fay, that he was defigned as an inftance
“of the wifdom, and power and goodnefs of
“ God; this, indeed, may be the reafon of his
being in general; for ’tis the common reafon of
the being of every thin% befides. Butit gives
no account , why he was made fuch a being
as he is, a reflecting , thoughtful, inquifitive
being. Thc particular reafon of this, feems
moft aptly to be drawn from the praife and
“ honour that was not only to redound to God
“ from him, but to be given to God by him.”
Tue thU“I‘I which runs through zall this paf-
fage, of man’s being the Prieft of Nature, and
of his exiftence being calculated chiefly for this
end , that he might offer up the Praifes of the
mute part of the creation, is an ingenious thought,
and well illufirated. [tW”h"l favourite idea among
fome of the ancient philofophers; and it is not
the worfe on that account, as it thereby appears
to have been a natural fentiment of the human
mind. In compofing aSermon, however, it might
have been better to have int1o luced it as a fort
vf collateral argument, or an incidental illuftration,
than to have difplayed it with fo much pomp,

v
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and to have placed it in the front of the arguments
for this duty. It does not feem to me, when
placed in this ftation, to bear all the ftrefs which
the Author lays upon it. When the divine good-
nels blougm man into exiftence, we cannot well
conceive that its chief purpofe was , to form a
being who might fing Praifes to his Maker
Prompted by infinite benevolence, the Supreme
Creator formed the human race, that thcy might
rife to happinefs , and to the enjoyment of him-
felf through a courfe of virtue, or proper adion,
The fentiment on which our Author dwells , how-
ever beautiful, appears too loofe and rhetorical,
to be a principal head of difcourfe.

“ THis duty, therefore, is the debt and law

¢ of our nature. And it will more diftin&ly 8p-
¢ pear to be fuch , if we confider the tworuling
(419

faculties of our mind , the Underffanding and the
“ Wil apart, in both which it is deeply found-
3 cd- in the Underftanding , as in the princip‘e
“ of Reafon, which owns and acknowledges it;

¢“ in the W 111, as in the fountain of g!..tuude
¢ and return, which prompts , and even conftrains
us to pay 1t

“ Reafon was given us as a rule and meafure
by the help of which we were to proportion
our efteem of every thing, according to the
degrees of perfection and goodnefs which we
found therein. It cannot, therefore, if it doth
its office at all, but apm(.hmd God as the beft
and moft perfet being ; it muft needs fee,
and own, and admire hisy infinite perfections.

(1




OF BISHOP ATTERBURYs. 315

# And tl‘:< ie what is firi¢ Jy meant by praife; which,
“ therefore is expreffed in Scripture, by Coi!fl._}'jng
to Gol, ..nci acknowledging him ; by. aftribing to
him what is his due ; and as far as this fenfe
of the words reaches, ’tis impoffible to thing
of Gc'i without praifing him ; for it depends
not on the unde rltanding , how it fhall appre-
hend things, any more than it doth on the eye,
how vifible OD:LC& thall ﬁpr)eﬂr to it.
“ THe duty takes the further and furer hold
ofus, by the means of the will, and that firong
bentmwu({a gratitude , which the Author of our
Nature hath implanted in it. Thereis nota more
active pr inciple than this in the mind of man ; and
furely that wlmh deferves its utmoft force, and
fhould fet all its fprings awork , is God; the
“ great and univerfal Benefadtor , from whom
‘ alone we received whatever we either have,
or are, and to whom we can poflibly repay
“ nothing but our Praifes, or to fpeak more pro-
perly on this head, and according to the firict
“ mmport of the word, our Thankigiving. Who
“ hath firft givento God ("‘i*h the great Apoftle,
“ 1 his ufual figure) and it fhall be recompenfed unto
“ him again » A gift, it fcems, always requires
* a recompenfe : nay, but of him, and t/:mu;fz him,
“and to him, are all things: cffz)m as theAthor,
thram;h him ,as the Preferver and Governor;to him,
¢ as the end ;md perfecion of all things: towhom,
* therefore , (as it follows)be glory for ever, Amen.”
I caxnoT much approve of the light in which
our Author places his argument in thefe paragraphs.
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There is fomething too metaphyfical and refined,
in his deducing, in this manner, the obligation
to thankfgiving, from the 'wo faculties of the
mind . Underft:nding and Will. Though what he
fays be in itfe)f juft, yet the argument 15 not {uf-
ficiently plainand ftriking. Arguments in, Sermons,
efpecially on fubjecis that fo naturally and eafily
fugoelt them, fhould be palpable and popular;
fhould not be brought from topics that appear
far fought, but fhould directly addrefs the heart
and feelings. The Preacher ought never to depart
too far from the common ways of thinking, and
exprefling himfelf. I am inclined to think, that
this whole head might have been improved . if
the author had taken up more obvious ground;
had ftated Gratitude as one of the moft natural
principles in the human heart ; had illuftrated this,
by fhowing how odious the oppofite difpofition
is, and with what general confent men, in all
ages, bave agreed in hating, and condemning
the ungrateful; and then applying thefe reafonings
to the prefent cafe, bad placed in a {trong view,
that entire corruption of moral fentiment which
it difcovers, to be deftitute of thankful emotions
towards the Supreme Benefador of mankind. As
the moft natural method of giving vent to grate-
ful fentiments is, by external expreffions of Thanks-
giving , he might then have, anfwered the ob-
jection that is apt to occur. of the expreffion of
our Praife being infignificant to the Almighty.
But, by feeking to be too refined in his argument,
he has omitted fome of the moft firiking and ob-
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vious confiderations , and which , properly dif-
play ed , would have afforded as great a field for
Eloquence , as the topics which he has chofen.
He goes on,
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« GrA . ITUDE confilts in an equal return of
benefits, if we are able; of thanks, if we are
not: which thanks, therefore, mult rife always
in proportion as the favours received are great,

> Y . =
and the receiver incapable of making any other

fort of requital. Now, fince no man hath bene-
fited God at any time, and yet every man, in
each moment of‘his life, i- continually benefited
by him, what ftrong obligations muft we needs
be under to thank him ? *Tis true, our thanks
are really as infignificant to him, as any other
kind of return would be ; in them{clves, indeed,
they are worthlefs; but his goodnefls hath put
a value upon them : he hath declared , he will
accept them in lieu of the valt debt we owe;
and after that, which is fitteft for us, to difpute
how they came to- be taken as an equivalent, or
to pay them ?

« Iy is, therefore, the voice of nature (as far
as gratitude itfelf is fo) that the good things
we rteceive from above, fhould be fent back

¢ ggain thither in thanks and praifes; as the rivers

run into the fea, to the place (the ocean of bene-
ficence) from whence the rivers come , thither fhould
they return again.”

IN thefe paragraphs, he has, indeed, touched

fome of the confiderations which I mentioned. But
he has only touched them; whereas, with ad-
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vantage , they might have formed the main body
of his argument.
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“« WE have confidered the duty a’ﬁzm,zy; e
are now to compare it with others, and to fee
what rank 1t bears among them. And here we
fhall'find, that, among all the a&s of religion
immediately addreflfed to God, this is much
the nobleft and moft excellent; as it muft needs
be, if what hath been laid down be allowed,
that the end of man’s creation was to praife
and glorify God. For that cannot but be the
moft noble. and excellent a&t of any being |
which beft anfwers the end and defign of it.
Other parts of devotion, fuch as confeffion and
prayer , feem not originally to have been defign-
ed for man, nor man for them. They imply
guilt and want, with which the ffate of innocence
was not acquainted. Had man continued in that
ftate, his worfhip , like the devotions of angels,

* had been paid to Heaven in pure aéts of Thanks-

giving ; and nothing had been left for him to
do, beyond the enjoying the good things
of life, as nature direed, and praifing the
God of nature who beftowed them. But being
fallen from innocence and abundance; having
contracted guilt, and forfeited his right to all
forts of mercies; prayer and confeflion became
neceflary, for a time, to retrieve the lofs, and
to reftore him to that ftate wherein he fhould
be able to live without them. Thefe are fitted,
thercfore , for a lower difpenfation ; before
which , in paradife , there was nothing but

.
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praife , and after which, there fhall be nothing
but that in Heaven. Our perfe&t ftate did at
firft, and will at laft, confift in the performance
of this duty; and herein, therefore, lies the
(“;ccll'cnce1 and the honour of our nature.
"T1s the fame way of reafoning, by which
rhe Apoftle hath given the pleference to
charity, beyond faith, and hope, and ever
fpiritual gift. Charity never faileth , faith he ;
meaning , that it is not a wvirtue ufeful on.y
in this life, but will accompany us alfo into
the next: but whether there be prophefies, they shall
fail; whether there be tongues, they shall ceafe;
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
Thefe are gifts of a temporary advantage,
and fhall all perifh in the ufing. Forwe knowin
part ,and we prophefy inpart: our prefent {tate is
imperf@f‘t and, therefore , what belongs to
that, and o.ﬂv that, muft be Il‘ilp(f"f‘k.., too.
But when that which is perfe ¢t 1S come then that
which is inpart shall be done away. The argument
of St. Paul, we fee, which fets charity abos
the reR of Chriftian graces, will give Praife
alfo the pre-eminence over all the parts of
Chriftian wor ; and we may conclude our

f D T

reafoning , therefore, as he doth his: And now

abideth runﬁ-'f".w, prager , and Jr:rm'ﬁ', .!fuﬁ thi ec ;

but the greateft of thefe is praife.”

Tae Author, here, entefs on the fecond part
9 2

of his argument, the high rank which Thank{giv-
g holds, when compared with other duties
of religion. This he handles, with much elo-




Tiw:ciri
XXX

320 EXAMINATION OF A SERMON

quence and beauty. His idea, that this was the
original worfhip of man, before his fall rendereq
other duties requifite, and fhall continue to be
his worfhip in Heaven, when the duties which
are occafioned by a confcioufnefs of guilt fhall
have no place, is folid and juft; his illuftration
of it is very happy; and the ftyle extremely
ﬂowmq and fweet. Seldom do we meet with
any piece of (.on.poﬁtjon i Sermons, that has
more merit than this head.

“Itis fo, certainly, on other accounts, as
well as this ; particularly , as it is the moft
difinterefted branch of our religious fervice; fuch
““ as hath the moft of God, and the lealt of
“ ourlelves in it, of any we pay; and therefore
approaches the ncareft of any to a pure, and
free, and perfect act of homage. For though
a good action doth not grow immediately
worthlefs by being done with the profpe of
advantage, as fumc have {trangely 1magined;
yet it will be allowed , I fuppole, that 1ts
being done, without the mixture of that end,
or with as little of it as poflible, recommends
it fo much the more, and raifes the price of it.
Doth Job fear God for nought ? was an objection
of Satan; which implied, that thofe duties
were moft valuable, where our own intereflt
was lealt aimed at: and God feems, by the
commiffion he thén gave Satan, to try expert-
ments upen Job, thus far to have allowed his
plea. Now, our requefts for future, and even
our acknowledgments of paft mercies, center
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purely in ourfelves; our own intereft is the
direct aim of them. But praifeis a generous
and unmercenary principle, which propofes
no other énd to itfelf, but to do, as is fit for
a creature endowed with fuch faculties to do,
towards the moft peifet and beneficent of
beings; and to pay the willing tribute of honour
there, where the voice of Reafon dire@s us
to pay it. God hath , indeed, annexed a blef-
fing to the duty; and when we know this, we
cannot chufe, while we are performing the
duty, but have fome regard to the bleffing
which belongs to it. However, that is not the
dire& aim of our devotions, nor was it the firlt
motive that {tirred us up to thetn. Had it been
fo, we fhould naturally have betaken ourfelves
to Prayer, and breathed out our defires in that
form wherein they are moft properly conveyed.
“ In fhort, Praife is ourmolt excelleat work,
a work common to the church tiiumphant and
militant, and which lifts us up into communion
and fellowhip with Angels. The matter about
which it 1s converfant, 1s always the perfection
of God’s nature; and the a& itfelf, is the
perfection of Oili'ﬁ.”r

Ovr Author's fecotid illuftration, is taken

fiom Praife being the moft difinterefted a& of
homage. This he explains juiH;: and elegantly ;
though ; perhaps, the confideration is rather too
thin and refined for enfoicing réligious duties:
as cteatures, fuch as we, in approaching to the
divine prefence, can never be fappofed to lay
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afide all confideration of our own wants and ne-
ceffities; and certainly are not required (as the
Author admits) to divelt ourfelves of fuch regards.
The concluding Sentence of this head is elegant
and happily expreffed.
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“1comiE now, in the laft place, to fetout
fome of its peculiar properties and advantages
which recommend it to the devout performer.
And,

“ 1. It 1s the molt pleafing part of our devo-
tions : it proceeds always from a lively cheerful
temper of mind, and it cherifhes and improv‘es
what 1t proceeds from. For it is good to fmg
praifes unto our God (fays one, whofe experience,
in this cale, we may rely upon), for it is pleafant,
and praife is comely. Petition and Confeffion are
the language of the indigent and the guilty,
the breathings of a fad and contrite fpirit: s
any affiicted ? let him pray; but, Is any merry?
let him fing pfalms. The moft ufual and natural
way of men’s exprefling the mirth of their
hearts 1s in a fong, and fongs are the very
language of praife; to the exprefling of which
they are in a peculiar manner appropriated,
and are fcarce of any other ufe in Religion.
Indeed the whole codfpofition of this duty is
fuch, as throughout fpeaks eafe and delight to
the mind. It proceeds from Love and from
Thankf..inefs ; from Love , the fountain of pleafure,
the paflion which gives every thing we do,
or enjoy, its relilh and agreeablenefs: from
Thankfulnefs , which involyes in it the memory




OF BISHOP ATTERBURY?, 323

of paft benefits, the actual prefence of themto
the mind, and the repeated enjoyment of them.,
And as is its*principle, fuch is its end alfo :
for it procureth quiet and eafe to the mind ,
by doing fomewhat towards fatisfying that
* debt which it labours under ; by delivering it
of thofe thoughts of praife and gratitude , thofe
exultations it is fo full of; and which would
grow uneafy and troublefome to it, if they
were Kept in. If the thankful refrained ; it would
be pain and grief to them ; but then, then is their
¢ Joul [atisfied as with marrow and Satnefs , when their
 mouth praifeth God with joyful lips.”

IN beginning this head of difcourfe, the ex-
preflion which the Author ufes, to Jet out fome
of its peculiar properties and atvantages , would now
be reckoned not fo proper an expreflion as to
point out, or toshow. ‘The firlt fubdivifion con-
cerning’ Praife being the moft pleafant parc of
devotion, is very juft and well exprefled | as far
as it goes; but feems to me rather defedtive.
Much more might have been faid, upon .the
pleafure that accompanies fuch exalted ad@s of
devotion. It was a cold thought, to dwell upen
its difburdening the mind of a debt. The Author
fhould have infifted more upon the influence of
Praife and Thankfgiving, in warming, gladdening,
foothmg the mind ; lifting it above the world,
to dwell among divine and eternal objedts. He
fhotd have defcribed the peace and joy which
then expand the heart; the relief which .this

exercife procures from the cares and agitations of
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life; the encouraging views of Providence to’
which it leads our attention; and the trult which
it promotes in the divine mercy for the future,
by the commemoration of benefits paft. In fhort,
this was the place for his pouring out a greater
flow of devotional fentiments than what we
here find.

« o It is another diftinguifhing property of
« divine praife, that it enlargeth the powers and
« capacities of our fouls, turning them from low
« and little things , upon their greateft and no-
“ blelt object, the divine nature, and employing
« them in the difcovery and admiration of thofe
« feveral perfeGtions that adorn it. We fee what
¢« difference there is between man and man, fuch
« as there is hardly greater between man and
« bealt; and this proceeds chiefly from the diffe-
« rent fphere of thought which they a& in, and
« the different objects they converfe with. The
“ mind is effentially the fame, in the peafant and
« the prince; the force of it naturally equal, in
« the untaught man, and the philofopher ; only
« the one of thefe is bufied in mean affairs, and
¢ within narrower bounds ; the other exercifes
« himfelf in things of weight and moment ; and
“ this it is, that puts the wide diftance between
“ them. Noble objects are to the mind , what
¢ the {un-beams are to a bud or flower; they open
« and unfold, as it were, the leaves of it; put
it upon exerting and {preading itfelf every avay;
and call forth all thofe powers that lie hid and
“ locked up in it. The praife and admiration
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“ of God, therefore , brings this advantage along
¢ with it, that it fets our faculties upon their
full firetch, and improves them to all the degrees
of perfedtion of which they are capable.”
THis head is juft, well exprefled , and to cen-
fure it mightwappear hypercritical. Some of the
expreflions , however, one would think,might
be amended. The fimile, for inftance , about the
effects of the fun-beams upon the bud or flower,
1s pretty , but not corredly exprefled. They open
and unfold as it were , the leaves of it. If this is to
be literally applied to the flower, the phrafe, as
it were, 1s needlels ; if it is to be metaphorically
underftood (which appears to be the cafe), the
leaves of the mind , is harfh language; befides that,
put it upon exerting itfelf ,is rather a low expreflion.
Nothing is more nice than to manage properly
fuch fimilies and allufions, fo as to preferve them
perfectly corred, and at the fame time to render
the image lively: it might perhaps be amended
in fome fuch way as this: “As the fun-beams
“ open the bud, and unfold the leaves of a flow-
“ er, noble objects have a like effe® upon the
“ mind ; they expand and fpread it, and call forth
“ thofe powers that before lay hid and locked up
< in the foul.”
“ 3. It farther promotes in us an exquifite fenfe
“ of God’s honour, and an high indignation of
mind at every thing that openly profanes it.
For what we value and delight in , we cannot
“ with patience hear flighted or abufed. Our

* own pl“difcs, which we are conftantly putting
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“ up, will be a fpur to us toward procuring and
promoting the divine glory in every other
inftance ; and will make us fet our faces againft
“all open and avowed 1impieties; which,
“ methinks, fhould be confidered a little by
““ fuch as would be thought not to be wanting
in this duty, and yet are often filent under the
fouleft difhonours done to Religion, and its
great Author: For tamely to hear God’s name
and worfhip vilified by others, is no very good
argument that we have been ufed to honour
and reverence him, in good earneft, ourfelves.”
The thought here 1s well founded, though it
1s carelefly and loofely brought out. The Sen-
tence, our own praifes which we are conftantly put.
ting up , will be a fpur to us toward procuring and pro-
moting the divine glory in every other inftance, is both
negligent in language, and ambiguous in meaning;
for our own praifcs, properly fignifies the praifes
of ourfelves. Much betterif he had faid ,“ Thole
“ devout praifes which we conftantly offer upto
“ the Almighty, will naturally prompt us to pro-
“ mote the divine glory in every other inftance.”

“ 4. It will, beyondall this, work in us adeep
¢ humility and confcioufnefls of our own imper-
“ fections. Upon a frequent attention to God and
“ his attributes, we fhall eafily difcover our own
* weaknefs and emptinefs, our fwelling thoughts
of ourfelves will abate , and we fhall fee and
“ feel that we are altogether lighter tobe laid inthe
“ balance than wanity ; and this is a leffon which,
“ to the greateft part of mankind is , Ithink, very
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“ fumptuous and vain; full of ourfelves . and re-
“ gardlefs of every thing befides, efpecially when
“ fome little outward privileges diftinguith us
“ from the reft of mankind; then ’tis odds but
“ we look 1nto ourfelves with great degrees of
complacency , and are wifer (and better every
way) in our own conceit , than fevon men that can
render a reafon. Now nothing will contribute
fo much to the cure of this vanity , as a due atten-
tion to God’s excellencies and perfections. By
comparing thefe with thofe which we imagine
belong to us, we fhall learn, rot to think more
highly of ourfelves than we ought to think of our-
Jelves, but to think foberly; we fhall find more
fatisfaction in looking upwards, and humbling
ourfelves before our common Creator, than in
cafting our eyes downward with fcorn upon
our fellow creatures, and fetting at nought any
part of the work of his hands. The vaft dif-
tance we are at from real and infinite Worth,
will aftonifh us fo much , that we fhall not be
tempted to value ourfelves upon thefe leffer de-
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* or fome little accidental advantages have given
us over other men.”

TroueH the thought here alfo be juft, yet
a like deficiency in elegance and beauty appears.
The phrale ’tis odds, but we look into ourfclves with
great d-grees of complacency, is much too low and
colioquial for a Sermon — he might have faid,
we are likely, or we are prone to look into our-
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grees of pre-eminence, which cultom or opinion, |

well worth learning. We are naturally pre- [ & ¢
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felves. — Comparing th: fe~vith thofe which we imagine
to belong to us, is allo very carelels ftyle. — By

comparing thefe wwith the virtues and abilities which
awe afcribe to ourfelues, we shall learn — syould have
been purer and more correct. ‘
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“ 5, I sHALL mention but one ufe of it more,
and ’tis this; that a confcientious praife of
God will keep us back from all falfe and mean
praife, all fulfome and fervile flatterigs, fuch
as are in ufe among men. Praifing, as ’'us
commonly managed, is nothing elfe but a trial
of (kill upon a man, how many good things
we can poffibly fay of him. All the treafures of
Oratory are ranfacked, and all the fine things
that ever were faid, are heaped together for
his fake; and no matter whether 1t belongs to
him or not; though there be enough on’t. Which
is one deplorable inftance among a thoufand,
of the baflenefs of human nature, of its {mall
regard to truth and jultice; to right or wrong;
to what is, or is mot to be praifed. But he
who hath a deep fenfe of the excellencies of God
upon his heart, will make a God of nothing
befides. He will give every one his juft enco-
mium, honour where honour is due, andas
much as is due, becaufe it is his duty to do
fo; but the honour of God will fuffer him to
go no further. Which rule , if it had been
obferved, a neighbouring prince (who now,
God be thanked, needs flattery a great deal
more than ever he did), would have wanted
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“a great deal of that incenfe which hath been
* offered up to him by his adorers. ”

Twui1s head appears {carcely to deferve any place
among the more impormnt topics that natura]ly
p!efmtccl themfelves on this fubjed; at lealt,
had much ‘better have wanted the '1pp]zc1t10n
which the Author makes of his reafoning to the
flatterers of Louis XIV ; and the thanks which
he offers to God, for the affairs of that prince
being in fo low a ftate, that he now needed

flattery more than ever. This Political Satire is -

altogether out of place, and unworthy of the
fubjedt,

OxE would be inclined to think, upon review-
ing our Author’s arguments, that he has over-
looked fome topics, refpecting the happy con-
fequences of this duty, of fully as much import-
ance as any that he has inferted. Particularly,
he ought not to have omitted the happy ten-
dency of praife and thankfgiving, to ftrengthen
good dlfpoﬁtlom in the heart; to promote love
to God, and imitation of thofe perfections which
we adore; and to infufe a fpirit of ardour and
zeal into the whole of religion, as the fervice
of our benefactor. Thefe are confequences, which
naturally follow from the proper performance of
this duty; and  which ought not to have been
omitted ; as no opportunity fhould be loft, of
fhowing the good cffect of devotion on practical
rellglon and moral virtue; and pointing out the
neceffary connection of the one with the other.
For certainly the great end of Preaching is, to
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make men better in all the relations of life, and
to promote that complete reformation of heart
and conduc, in which true Chriftianity confifts,
Our Author, however, upon the whole | is not
deficient in fuch views of religion; for in his
general ftrain of preaching, as heis extremely
pious, fo he is, at the fame time, practical and
moral.

His fumming up the whole argument, in the
next paragraph is elegant and beautiful; and fuch
concluding views of the fubject are frequently very
pmper and ufeful : “Upon thefe grounds doth
¢ the duty of praife ftand. and thefe are the
obhgatlons that bind us to the performance of
“it. "Tis the end of our being. and the very
“ rule and law of our nature; ﬂowing from the
% two great fountamns of human a&ion, the un-
 derftanding and the will, naturally, and almoft
“ neceflarily. It is the moft excellent part of our
religious worfhip; enduring to eternity after
the reft fhall be done away; and paid, even now,
“ in the frankelt manner, with the leaflt regard to
“ our own intereft. It recommends itfelf to us
by feveral peculiar properties and advantages;
as itscarries more pleafure in it, than all other
kinds of devotion; as it enlarges and exalts
the feveral powers of the mind; as it breeds in
us an exquifite fenfe of God’s honour, and a
willingnefs to promote it in the world; asit
teaches us to be humble and lowly ourfelves,
and yet preferves us from bafe and fordid
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“ flattery , from betowing mean and undue praifes
“ upon others.”

A¥Ter this, our Author addreffes himfelf to
two claffes of men, the Carelefs and the Profane.
His addrefs to the Carelels is beautiful , and
pathetic ; that to the Profane, is not fo well
executed , and is liable to fome objection. Such
addrefles appear to me to be, on feveral occafions,
very ufeful parts of a difcourfe. They prevailed
much in the firain of preaching before the Refto-
ration; and, perhaps, fince that period, have
been too much negle@ed. They afford an oppor-
tunity of bringing home to the confciences of the
andience , many things, which, in the courfe of the
Sermon, were, perhaps,delivered in the abfira&.

I suaLL not dwell on the Conclufion of the
Sermon, which is chiefly employed in obfervations
on the polture of publig affairs at that time. Con-
fidered , upon the whole, this Difcourfe ofBifhop
Atterbury’s is both ufeful and beautiful, though
| have ventured to point out fome defed@s in it.
Seldom, or never, can we expec to meet with
a compofition of any kind, which is abfolutely
perfect in all its parts: and when we take into
account the difficulties which I before thowed to
attend the Floquence of the -Pulpit, we have,
perhaps, lefs reafon to look for perfection in a
Sermon , than in any other compofition.
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