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316 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP . X.

The Emperors Dccius , Galius , TEmilianus, Valerian,
and Gallienus.— The general Irruption of the Bar-,
barians. — The thirty Tyrants.

F ROM the great fecular games celebrated by
Philip , to the death of the emperor Gallienus,
there elapfed twenty years of shame arid misfortune.
During that calamitous period , every inftant of
time was marked , every province of the Roman
world was afflicted , by barbarous invaders and
military tyrants , and the ruined empire feemed to
approach the laft and fatal moment of its diffolution.
H he confufion of the times , and the fcarcity of
authentic memorials , oppofe equal difficulties to the
hiflorian , who attempts to preferye a clear and un¬
broken thread of narration . Surrounded with imper¬
fect fragments , always concife , often obfcure , and
fomedmes contradictory , he is reduced to collect,
to compare , and to conjecture : and though he
ought never to place his conjectures in the rank
of facts , yet the knowledge of human nature , and
of the fure operation of its fierce and unreftrained
paffions , might , on fome occafions , fupply the
•\vant of hiftorical materials.

There is not , for inffance , any difficulty in
conceiving , that the fucceffive murders of fo many
emperors had loofened all the ties of allegiance
between the prince and people ; that all the generals
qf Philip ŷere difpofed to imitate the example of their
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taafler ; and that the caprice of armies , long fince
habituated to frequent and violent revolutions,
might every day raife to the throne the mod obi'cure
of their fellow -foldiers .Hiftory can only add,that the
rebellion againff the emperor Philip broke out in the
fummer of the year two hundred and forty - nine,
among the legions of Mtefia ; and that a fubaltern
officer 1, named Marinus , was the object of their
feditious choice . Philip was alarmed . He dreaded
left the treafon of the M ?efian army should prove
the firft fpark of a general conflagration . Diffracted
with the confcioufnefs of his guilt and of his dan¬
ger , he communicated the intelligence to the fe-
nate . A gloomy filence prevailed , the effect of
fear , and perhaps of difaffection : till at length
Decius , one of the aflembly , affuming a fpirit
worthy of his noble extraction , ventured to difcover
more intrepidity than the emperor feemed to poifefs.
He treated the whole bufmefs with contempt , as a
iiafly and inconfiderate tumult , and Philip ’s rival as
a phantom of royalty , who in a very few days would
be deftroyed by the fame inccnftancy that had created
him . Thefpeedy completion of the prophecy infpired
Philip with a tuft efteem for fo able a counfellor;
and Decius appeared to him the only perfon capable
of reftoring peace and difcipline to an army , whofe
tumultuous fpirit did not immediately fubfide after
the murder of IMarinus. Decius , who long refilled
his own nomination , feems to have infinuated the
danger of prefenting a leader of merit , to the angry
and apprehenfive minds of the foldiers ; and his pre*
diction was again confirmed by the event . The
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legions of Msefia forced their judge to become their
accomplice . They left him only the alternative of
death or the purple . His fubfequent conduct ,
after that decifive meafure , was unavoidable . He
conducted , or followed , his army to the confines
of Italy , whither Philip , collecting all his force to
repel the formidable competitor whom he had railed
up , advanced to meet him . The Imperial troops
were fuperior in number *; but the rebels formed an
army of veterans , commanded by an able and
experienced leader . Philip was either killed in the
battle , or put to death a few days afterwards at
Verona . His fon and affociate in the empire was
maffacred at Rome by the Pnetorian guards ; and
the victorious Decius , with more favourable circum-
flances than the ambition of that age can ufually
plead , was univerfally acknowledged by the fenate
and provinces . It is reported , that , immediately
after his reluctant acceptance of the title of Au-
guftus , he had allured Philip by a private melfage ,
of his innocence and loyalty , folemnly protefting,
that , on his arrival in Italy , he would refign the
Imperial ornaments , and return to the condition of
an obedient fubject . His profeffions might be fincere.
But in the fituation where fortune had placed him,
it was fcarcely poffible that he could either forgive
Or be forgiven !.

The emperor Decius had employed a few
months in the works of peace and the adminiftra-
tion of juffice , when he was fummoned to the
banks of the Danube by the invafion of the
Goths.  This is the firft confiderable occafion
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in which hiRory mentions that great people , who
afterwards broke the Roman power , lacked the
Capitol , and reigned in Gaul,  Spain , and Italy.
So memorable was the part which they acted in
the fubverfion of the WeRern empire , that the
name of G o T H s is frequently but improperly ufed
as a general appellation of rude and warlike brfr-
barifm.

In the beginning of the fixth century , and after
the conqueR of Italy , the Goths , in poffeffion of
prefent greatnefs , very naturally indulged them-
felves in the profpect of palp and of future glory.
They wished to preferve the memory of their an-
ceRors , and to tranfmit to poRerity their own at-
chievements . The principal miniRer of the court
of Ravenna , the learned Caffiodorus , gratified the
inclination of the conquerors in a Gothic hiRory,
which conRRed of twelve books , now reduced to
the imperfect abridgment of Jornandes \ Thefe
writers palled with the moR artful concifenefs
over the misfortunes of the nation , celebrated its
fuccefsful valour , and adorned the triumph with
many Afiatic trophies , that more properly be¬
longed to the people of Scythia . On the faith of
ancient fongs , the uncertain , but the only , me¬
morials of barbarians , they deduced the firR
origin of the Goths , from the vaR island , orpen-
infula , of Scandinavia \  That extreme country
of the North was not unknown to the conquerors
of Italy ; the ties of ancient confanguinity had
been Rrengthened by recent offices of friendship ;
and a Scandinavian king had cheerfully abdicated
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320  THE DECLINE AND FALL

his favage greatnefs , that he might pafs the re¬
mainder of his days in the peaceful and polished
court of Ravenna L Many vefliges , which can¬
not be afcribed to the arts of popular vanity , at-
teft the ancient refidence of the Goths in the
countries beyond the Baltic . From the time of
the geographer Ptolemy , the fouthern part of
Sweden feems to have continued in the polfeffion.
of the lefs enterprifing remnant of the nation , and
a large territory is even at prefent divided into
eaft and weft Gothland . During the middle ages
(from ihe ninth to the twelfth century ) whilft
Chriftianity was advancing with a slow progrefs
into the north,  the Goths and the Swedes com-
pofed two diftinct and fometimes hoftile mem¬
bers of the fame monarchy 7. The latter of thefe
two names has prevailed without extinguishing
the former . The Swedes , who might well be
fatisfied with their own fame in arms , have , in
every age , claimed the kindred glory of the Goths.
In a moment of difeontent again !! the court of
Rome , Charles the Twelfth infinuated , that his
victorious troops were not degenerated from their
brave anceftors , who had already fubdued the
miftrefs of the world *.

Till the end of the eleventh century , a cele¬
brated temple fubfifted at Upfal , the mod confi-
derable town of the Swedes and Goths . It was
enriched with the gold which the Scandinavians
liad acquired in their piratical adventures , and
fanctified by the uncouth reprefentations of the
three principal deities , the god of Avar, the god-

defs
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f- defs of generation , and the god of thunder. In
the general feftival , that was folemnized every

& ninth year , nine animals of every fpecies (with¬
in out excepting the human) were facrificed, and
Ik their bleeding bodies fufpended in the facred
oi grove adjacent to the temple The only traces
of that now fubfifl of this barbaric fuperftition are
fla contained in the Edda , a fvftem of mythology,
□d compiled in Iceland about the thirteenth century,
e: and ftudied by the learned of Denmark and Swe-
js den , as the mofl valuable remains of their an¬
il cient traditions.
tk  Notwithflanding the myfterious obfcurity of
1. the Edda , we can eafily diflinguish two perfons
n. confounded under the name of Odin ; the god of
:fe war , and the great legislator of Scandinavia,
nj The latter , the Mahomet of the north , inftituted
k a religion adapted to the climate and to the
n people. Numerous tribes on erher fide of the
is, Baltic were fubdued by the invincible valour of
of Odin , by his perfuafive eloquence , and by the
jj fame , which he acquired, of a mod skilful ma-
^ gician. The faith that he had propagated, dur-
g ing a long and profperous life , he confirmed by

a voluntary death. Apprehenfive of the igno-
:J{. minious approach of difeafe and infirmity , he re-
n(j. folved to expire as became a warrior. In a fo-
iVl! lemn affembly of the Swedes and Goths , he
j-j wounded himfelf in nine mortal places, halbening
llKj away (as he afferted with his dying voice ) to pre-
[i. pare the feaft of heroes in the palace of the god
<4 of war ”•
j Vol . I.
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The native and proper habitation of Odin is
diftinguished by the appellation of As-gard . The
happy refemblance of that name with As-burg,
‘or As-of ” , words of a fimilar fignification , has
given rife to an hillorical fyftem of fo pleafing a
contexture , that we could almoft wish to perfuade
ourfelves of its truth . It is fuppofed that Odin
was the chief of a tribe of barbarians which dwelt
on the banks of the lake Marotis , till the fall of
IVlithridates and the arms of Pompey menaced
the north with fervitude . That Odin , yielding
with indignant fury to a power which he was un¬
able to refill , conducted his tribe f om the fron¬
tiers of the Afiatic Sarmatia into Sweden , v/ith
the great defign of forming , in that inacceffible
retreat of freedom , a religion and a people , which ,
in fome remote age , might be fubfervient to his
immortal revenge ; when his invincible Goths,
armed with martial fanaticifm , should ilfue in
numerous fwarms from the neighbourhood of the
Polar circle , to chaftife the opprelfors of man¬
kind

If fo many fucceflive generations of Goths were
Capable of preferving a faint tradition of their
Scandinavian origin , we mud not expect , from
fuch unlettered barbarians , any diflinct account
of the time and circumftances of their emigra¬
tion . To crofs the Baltic was an eafy and na¬
tural attempt . The inhabitants of Sweden were
mailers of a fufficient number of large veflels,
with oars ,s , and the diftance is little more than
one hundred miles from Carlfcroon to the neareft
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ports of Pomerania and Pruffia ; Here , at length,
we land on firm and hiftoric ground . At leaft as
early as the Chriftian sera 14, and as late as the
age of the Antonines ,s , the Goths were eftablish-
ed towards the mouth of the Viftula , and in that
fertile province where the commercial cities of
Thorn , Elbing , Koningsberg , and Dantzick
were long afterwards founded Weflward of
the Goths , the numerous tribes of the Vandals
were fpread along the banks of the Oder , and the
fea-coaft of Pomerania and Mecklenburgh . A
ftriking refemblance of manners , complexion , re¬
ligion , and language , feemed to indicate that the
Vandals and the Goths were originally one great
people I7. The latter appear to have been fub-
divided into Oftrogoths , Vifigoths , and Gepidse
The diftinction among the Vandals was more
ftrongly marked by the independent names of
Heruli , Burgundians , Lombards , and a variety
of other petty Bates , many of which , in a future
age , expanded themfelves into powerful monar¬chies.

In the age of the Antonines , the Goths were Bill
feated in Prullia . About the reign of Alexander
Severus , the Roman province of Dacia had already
experienced their proximity by frequent and deflruc-
tive inroads *\ In this interval , therefore , of
about feventy years , we mu ft place the fecond
migration of the Goths from the Baltic to the
Euxine ; but the caule that produced it lies concealed
among the various motives which actuate the
conduct of unietUed barbarians . Either a peftj-
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lence , or a famine , a victory , or a defeat , an
oracle of the Gods , or the eloquence of a daring
leader , were fufficient to impel the Gothic arms
on the milder climates of the fouth . Befides the

influence of a martial religion , the numbers and

fpirit of the Goths were equal to the mod dangerous
adventures . The ufe of round bucklers and short

fwords rendered them formidable in a clofe engage¬
ment ; the manly obedience which they yielded
to hereditary kings , gave uncommon union and
{lability to their councils *’ ; and the renowned
Amala , the hero of that age , and the tenth ancellor
of Theodoric , king of Italy , enforced , by the
afeendant of perfonal merit , the prerogative of his
birth , which he derived from the Anfes, or demigods
of the Gothic nation *\

The feme of a great enterprife excited the braved
warriors from all the Vandalic Hates of Germany,
many of whom are feen a few years afterwards
combating under the common ftandard of the
Goths 11. The fil'd motions of the emigrants
carried them to the banks of the Prypec , a river
univerfally conceived by the ancients to be the
fouthern branch of the Boryflhenes ’h The windings
of that great dream through the plains of Poland
and Ruflfia gave a direction to their line of march,
and a condant fupply of fresh water and padurage
to their numerous herds of cattle . They followed
the unknown courfe of the river , confident in

their valour , and carelefs of whatever power might

oppofe their progrefs . The Badarnae and the Venedi
Were the fird who prefented themfelvei ; and ths
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flower of their youth , either from choice or com-
pulfxon, increased the Gothic army . The Baftarnae
dwelt on the northern fide of the Carpathian
mountains ; the immenfe tract of land that feparated
the Baftarnse from the favages of Finland , was
poffefled , or rather wafted , by the Venedi 14: we
have fome reafon to believe that the firft of thefe
nations , which diftingubheditftlfin the Macedonian
war *5, and was afterwards divided into the formi¬
dable tribes of the Peucini , the Borani , the
Carpi , etc . derived its origin from the Germans.
With better authority , a Sarmatian extraction
may be afligned to the Venedi , who rendered
themfelves fo famous in the middle ages “ . But
theconfufion of blood and manners on that doubtful
frontier often perplexed the moft accurate obfer-
vers I7. As the Goths advanced near the Euxine
fea, they encountered a purer race of Sarmatians,
the Jazyges , the Alani , and the Roxolani ; and
they were probably the firft Germans who faw
the mouths of the Boryfthenes , and of the Tanais.
If we inquire into the characteriftic marks of the
people of Germany and of Sarmatia , we ‘hall
difcover that thofe two great portions of human
kind were principally diftinguhhed by fixed huts or
moveable tents , by a clofe drefs , or flowing
garments , by the marriage of one or of feveral
wives , by a military force , confiding , for the
moft: part , either of infantry or cavalry ; and above
all by the ufe of the Teutonic , or of the Sclavonian
language ; the laft of which has been diffufed by
conqueft , from the confines of Italy to the neigh¬
bourhood of Japan . X 3
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The Goths •were now in pofleffion of the Ukraine,
a country of confiderable extent and uncommon
fertility , interfected with navigable rivers , which,
from either fide , difcharge themfelves into the
Boryfthenes ; and interfperfed with large and lofty
forefts of oaks . The plenty of game and fish ,
the innumerable bee-hives , depofited in the hollow
of old trees , and in the cavities of rocks , and
forming , even in that rude age, a valuable branch
of commerce , the fize of the cattle , the temperature
of the air , the aptnefs of the foil for every fpecies
of grain , and the luxuriancy of the vegetation , all
difplayed the liberality of Nature , and tempted
the induftry of man -*' . But the Goths wifhftood
all thefe temptations , and ftill adhered to a life
of idlenefs , of poverty , and of rapine.

The Scythian hords , which , towards the call,
bordered on the new fettlements of the Goths , pre-
fented nothing to their arms , except the doubtful
chance of an unprofitable victory . But the profpect
of the Roman territories was far more alluring ; and
the fields of Dacia were covered with rich harvefls,
fown by the hands of an induftrious , and expofed
to be gathered by thofe of a warlike , people . It is
probable , that the conquefts of Trajan , maintained
by his fuccefTors, lefs for any real advantage , than
for ideal dignity , had contributed to weaken the
empire on that fide. The new and unfettled province
of Dacia was neither ftrong enough to refill , nor rich
enough to fatiate , the rapacioufnefs of the barbarians.
As long as the remote banks of the Niefter were
confidered as the boundary of the Roman power,
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the fortifications of the Lower Danube were more chap,
carelefsly guarded , and the inhabitants of Mtefia
lived in fupine fecurity , fondly conceiving themfelves
at an inacceffible didance from any barbarian invaders ..
The irruptions of the Goths , under the reign of
Philip , fatally convinced them of their miftake . The
king , or leader of that fierce nation , traverfed with
contempt the province of Dacia , and palled both the
Nieder and the Danube without encountering any
oppofition capable of retarding his progrefs . The
relaxed difeipline of the Roman troops betrayed the
mod important pods , where they were dationed , ^
and the fear of deferved punishment induced great
numbers of them to inlid under the Gothic dandard.
The various multitude of barbarians appeared , at
length , under the walls of Marcianopolis , a city
built by Trajan in honour of his fider , and at that
time the capital of the fecond M ?efia The inha¬
bitants confented to ranfom their lives and property,
by the payment of a large fum of money , and the
invaders retreated back into their deferts , animated,
rather than fatisfied , with the fird fuccefs of their
arms againd an opulent but feeble country . Intelli¬
gence was foon tranfmitted to the emperor Decius,
that Cniva , king of the Goths , had palled the Danube
a fecond time, with more confiderable forces ; that his
numerous detachments fcattered devadation over the
province of Msefia , whild the main body of the
army , confiding of feventy thoufand Germans and
Sarmatians , a force equal to the mod daring atchieve-
ments , required the prefence of the Roman mo¬
narch , and the exertion of his military power.

X 4
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Decius found the Goths engaged before Nicopolis,
on the Jatrus , one of the many monuments of Tra¬
jan ’s victories ,0, On his approach , they raifed the
fiege , but with a defign only of marching away to
a conqueft of greater importance , the fiege of Phi-
lippopolis , a city of Thrace , founded by the father of
Alexander , near the foot of mountHaemus !I. Decius
followed them through a difficult country , and by
forced marches ; but svhen he imagined himfelf at a
confiderable diftance from the rear of the Goths,
Cniva turned with rapid fury on his purfuers . The
camp of the Romans was furprifed and pillaged,
and , for the firft time . their emperor fled in diforder
before a troop of half-armed barbarians . After a long
refiftance , Philippopolis , deftitute of fuccour , was
taken by ftorm . A hundred thoufand perfons are
reported to have been maffacred in the fack of
that great city J\ Many prifoners of confequence
became a valuable acceffion to the fpoil ; and
Prifcus , a brother of the late emperor Philip ,
blushed not to affume the purple under the protection
of the barbarous enemies of Rome The time,
however , con fumed in that tedious fiege, enabled
Decius to revive the courage , reflore the difcipline,
and recruit the numbers of his troops . He intercepted
feveral parties of Carpi , and other Germans , who
were haflening to share the victoiy of their
countrymen 54, intrufted the pafles of the mountains
to officers of approved valour and fidelity 3f,
repaired and ftrengthened the fortifications of the
Danube , and exerted h 's utmofl vigilance to oppofe
either the progrefs or the retreat of the Goths.
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Encouraged by the return of fortune , he anxiously
waited for an opportunity to retrieve , by a great
and decifive blow , his own glory , and that of
the Roman arms 5\

At the fame time when Decius was ftruggling
with the violence of the tempeft , his mind , calm
and deliberate amidfl: the tumult of war , in vefti gated
the more general caufes, that , fince the age of the
Antonines , had fo impetuously urged the decline
of the Roman greatnefs . He foon difcovered that
it was impoffible to replace that greatnefs on a
permanent bafis , without reftoring public virtue,
ancient principles and manners , and the opprelfed
majefty of the laws . To execute this noble but
arduous defign , he firft refolved to revive the
obfolete office of cenfor ; an office , which , as
long as it had fubfifted in its prifline integrity,
had fo much contributed to the perpetuity of the
Bate ” , till it was ufurped and gradually neglected
by the Caefars JS. Confcious that the favour of the
fovereign may confer power , but that the elleem
of the people can alone beftow authority , he
fubmitted the choice of the cenfor to the unbiaffed
voice of the fenate . By their unanimous votes ,

or rather acclamations , Valerian ^ who was
afterwards emperor , and who then ferved with
diftinction in the army of Decius , was declared
the moft worthy of that exalted honour . As foon
as the decree of the fenate was tranfmitted to the
emperor , he affembled a great council in his
camp , and , before the inveftiture of the cenfor
elect , he apprized him of the difficulty and
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importance of bis great office. „ Happy Valerian , ”
Said the prince , to hisdiftinguished Subject, „ happy
„ in the general approbation of the fenate and of
a, the Roman republic ! Accept the cenforship of
a, mankind ; and judge of our manners . You will
a, felect thofe who defcrvc to continue members
w of the fenate ; you will reftore the equeflrian
„ order to its ancient fplendour ; you will improve
a, the revenue , yet moderate the public burdens,
a. You will distinguish into regular clalfes the„ various and infinite multitude of citizens, and
>, accurately review the military firength , the
a, wealth , the virtue , and the refources of Rome,
a. Your decifions shall obtain the force rf laws.
3j The army,  the palace , the minifters of juliice,
,a and the great officers of the empire , are all
jj  Subject to your tribunal . None are exempted,

excepting only the ordinary confuls 59, the
,j prefect of the city,  the king of the Sacrifices,
jj  and ( as long as she preferves her chaftity
jj  inviolate ) the eldeft of the veftal virgins . Even
jj  thefe few,  who may not dread the Severity ,
Sj will anxiously Solicit the efteem, of the Roman
,j cenfor +*.

A magiftrate , inverted with Such extenfive
powers , would have appeared not So much the
minifter as the colleague of his Sovereign 4*.
Valerian juftly dreaded an elevation So full of envy
and of fufpicion . He modeftly urged the alarming
greatnefs of the truft , his own insufficiency , and
the incurable corruption of the times . He artfully
infrnuated , that the office of cenfor was infeparable
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from the Imperial dignity , and that the feeble
hands of a fubject were unequal to the fupport of
fuch an immenfe weight of cares and of power 4*.
The approaching event of war foon put an end
to the profecution of a project fo fpecious but fo
impracticable ; and whilft it preferved Valerian
from the danger , faved the emperor Decius from
the difappointment , which would moft probably
have attended it . A cenfor may maintain , he can
never reftore , the morals of a ftate. It is impoffible
for fuch a magiftrate to exert his authority with
benefit , or even with effect, unlefs he is fupported
by a quick fenfe of honour and virtue in the
minds of the people ; by a decent reverence for
the public opinion , and by a train of ufeful
prejudices combating on the fide of national
manners . In a period when thefe principles are
annihilated , the cenforial jurifdiction muft either
fink into empty pageantry , or be converted into
a partial inftrument of vexatious oppreffion It
was eafier to vanquish the Goths , than to eradicate
the public vices ; yet even in the firft of thefe
enterprifes , Decius loft his army and his life.

The Goths were now , on every fide, furrounded
and purfued by the Roman arms. The flower of
their troops had perished in the long fiege of
Philippopolis , and the exhaufted country could
no longer afford fubfiftence for the remaining
multitude of licentious barbarians . Reduced to
this extremity , the Goths would gladly have
purchafed , by the furrender of all their booty
and prifoners , the permiffion of an undifturbcd
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retreat . But the emperor , confident of victory , and
refolving , by the chaftifement of thefe invaders,
to ftrike a falutary terror into the nations of the
North , refufed to liften to any terms of accommo¬
dation . The high -fpirited barbarians preferred death
to slavery . An obfcure town of Maefia , called
Forum Terebronii 44, was the fcene of the battle.
The Gothic army was drawn up in three lines,
and , either from choice or accident , the front of
the third line was covered by a morafs . In the
beginning of the action , the fon of Decius , a
youth of the faireft hopes , and already affociated
to the honours of the purple , was slain by an
arrow , in the fight of his afflicted father ; who
fummoning all his fortitude , admonished the
difmayed troops , that the lofs of a fingle foldier
was of little importance to .the republic 4’. The
conflict was terrible ; it was the combat of defpair
againft grief and rage . The firft line of the Goths
at length gave way in diforder ; the fecond,
advancing to fuftain it , shared its fate ; and the
third only remained entire , prepared to difpute
the paflage of the morafs , which was imprudently
attempted by the prefumption of the enemy.
,, ' Here the fortune of the day turned , and all
, , things became adverfe to the Romans : the
„ place deep with ooze , finking under thofe who
, , flood , slippery to fuch as advanced ; their
, , armour heavy , the waters deep ; nor could
3; they wield , in that uneafy fituation , their
, , weighty javelins . The barbarians , on the
, , contrary , were enured to encounters in the
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, , bogs , their perfoi>s tall , their fpears long , fuch
,, as could wound at a diftance *e. ” In this morals
the Roman army , after an ineffectual ftruggle,
was irrecoverably loft ; nor could the body of the
emperor ever be found Such was the fate of
Decius , in the fiftieth year of his age ; an
accomplished prince , active in war , and affable
in peace ; who , together with his fon , has
deferved to be compared , both in life and death,
with the brighteft examples of ancient virtue

This fatal blow humbled , for a very little time,
the infolence of the legions . They appear to have
patiently expected , and fubmiffively obeyed , the
decree of the fenate , which regulated the fucceffion
to the throne . From a juft regard for the memory
of Decius , the Imperial title was conferred on
Hoftilianus , his only furviving fon ; but an equal
rank , with more effectual power , was granted to
Gallus , whofe experience and ability feemed equal
to the great truft of guardian to the young prince
and the diftreffed empire The firft care of the
new emperor was to deliver the Illyrian provinces
from the intolerable Weight of the victorious Goths.
He confented to leave in their hands the rich fruits

of their invafion , an immenfe booty , and,  what
wasftill more difgraceful , a great number of pri fon-rs
of the higheft merit and quality . He plentifully
fupplied their camp with every conveniency that
could affuage their angry fpirit «, or facilitate their
fo much wished -for departure ; and he even pmmiled
to pay them annually a large fum of gol I , on
condition they should never afterwards mfeft thi
R.oman territories by their incurftons !t.
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In the age of the Scipios, the mofl opulent kings
of the earth , who courted the protection of the victo¬
rious commonwealth , were gratified with fuch
trifling prefents as could only derive avalue from the
hand that beftowed them ; an ivory chair , a coarfe
garment of purple , aninconfidcrable piece of plate,
or a quantity of copper coin s\ After the wealth
of nations had centred in Rome , the emperors
difplayed their greatnefs , and even their policy,
by the regular exercife of a fteady and moderate
liberality towards the allies of the ftate . They
relieved the poverty of the barbarians , honoured
their merit , and recompenfed their fidelity . There
voluntary marks of bounty were underftood to
flow not from the fears , but merely from the
generofity or the gratitude of the Romans ; and
whilft prefents and fubfidies were liberally diftributed
among friends and fuppliants , they were flernly
refufed to fuch as claimed them as a debt u . But
this ftipulationof an annual payment to a victorious
enemy , appeared without difguife in the light of an
ignominious tribute ; the minds of the Romans were
not yet accufiomed to accept fuch unequal laws
from a tribe of barbarians ; and the prince , who
by a neceffary conceffion had probably faved his
country , became the object of the general contempt
and averfion . The death of Hoftilianus , though it
happened in the midft of a raging peftiience , was
interpreted as the perfonal crime of Gallus s+; and
even the defeat of the late emperor was afcribed
by the voice of fufpicion to the perfidious counfels
of his hated fucceffor ,s. The tranquillity which
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the empire enjoyed during the firft year of his
adminiftration u , ferved rather to inflame than to
appeafe the public difcontent ; and , as foon as the
apprehenfions of war were removed , the infamy
of the peace was more deeply and more fenfibly
felt.

But the Romans were irritated to a ftill higher
degree , when they difcovered that they had not
even fecured their repofe , though at the expence
of their honour . The dangerous fecret of the wealth
and weaknefs of the empire , had been revealed to
the world . New fwarms of barbarians , encouraged
by the fuccefs , and not conceiving themfelves
bound by the obligation , of their brethren , fpread
devaftation through the Illyrian provinces , and
terror as far as the gates of Rome . The defence
of the monarchy , which feemed abandoned by
the pufillanimous emperor , was affumed byiEmilia-
nus , governor of Pannonia and Maefia ; who rallied
the fcattered forces, and revived the fainting fpirits
of the troops . 1  he barbarians were unexpectedly
attacked , routed , chafed , and purfued beyond the
Danube . The victorious leader diftributed as a
donative the money collected for the tribute , and
the acclamations of the foldiers proclaimed him
emperor on the field of battle lr. Gallus , who,
carelefs of the general welfare , indulged himfelf
in the pleafnres of Italy , was almoft in the fame
inftant informed of the fuccefs, of the revolt , and
of the rapid approach , of his afpiring lieutenant.
He advanced to meet him as far as the plains of
Spoleto . When the armies came in fight of each
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other .the foldiers of Gallus compared the ignominious
conduct of their fovereign with the glory of his
rival . They admired the valour of ffimilianus ; they
were attracted by his liberality , for he offered a
confiderable increafe of pay to all deferters S8. The
murder of Gallus , and of his fon Volufianus , put
an end to the civil war ; and the fenate gave a
legal fanction to the rights of conqueft . The letters
of TEmilianus to that aflembly , difplayed a mixture
of moderation and vanity . He aflured them , that
Jhe should refrgn to their wifdom the civil admini-
ftration ; and,  contenting himfelfwith the quality
of their general , would in a short time affert the
glory of Rome , and deliver the empire from all
the barbarians both of the North and of the Eafl s\
His pride was flattered by the applaufe of the
fenate ; and medals are ftill extant , reprefenting
him with the name and attributes of Hercules the
Victor , and of Mars the Avenger ‘°.

If the new monarch poflefled the abilities , he
wanted the time , neceffary to fulfill thefe fplendid
promifes . Lefs than four months intervened between
his victory and his fall SI. He had vanquished
Gallus : he funk under the weight of a competitor
more formidable than Gallus . That unfortunate
prince had fent Valerian , already diflinguished by
the honourable title of ccnfor , to bring the legions
of Gaul and Germany 61 to his aid. Valerian executed
that commiffion with zeal and fidelity ; and as he
arrived too late to fave his fovereign , he refolved
to revenge him. The troops of iEmilianus , who
ftill lay encamped in the plains of Spoleto , were

awed
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awed by the fanctity of his character , but much
more by the fuperior ftrength of his army ; and
as they were now become as incapable of perfonal
attachment as they had always been of conftitutional
principle , they readily imbrued their hands in the
blood of a prince who fo lately had been the object
of their partial choice . The guilt was theirs , but
the advantage of it was Valerian ’s ; who obtained
the poffeflion of the throne by the means indeed
of a civil war , but with a degree of innocence
lingular in that age of revolutions ; fince he owed
neither gratitude nor allegiance to his predeceffor,
whom he dethroned.

Valerian was about fixty years of age *’ when
he was inverted with the purple , not by the caprice
of the populace , or the clamours of the army ,
but by the unanimous voice of the Roman world.
In his gradual afeent through the honours of the
ftate , he had deferved the favour of virtuous princes,
and had declared himfelf the enemy of tyrants T
His noble birth , his mild but unblemished manners,
his learning , prudence , and experience , were revered
by the fenate and people ; and if mankind (according
to the obfervation of an ancient writer ) had been
left at liberty to chufe a mafter,  their choice would
moft afluredly have fallen on Valerian Perhaps
the merit of this emperor was inadequate to his
reputation ; perhaps his abilities , or at leaft his fpirit,
were affected by the languor and coldnefs of old age.
The confcioufnefs of his decline engaged him to
share the throne with a younger and more active
affociate “ : the emereency of the times demanded
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a general no lefs than a prince ; and the experience
of the Roman cenfor might have directed him
where to bellow the Imperial purple , as the
reward of military merit . But inflead of making
a judicious choice , which would have confirmed
his reign and endeared his memory , Valerian,
confulting only the dictates of affection or vanity,
immediately invefled with the fupreme honours
his fon Galiienus , a youth whofe effeminate vices
had been hitherto concealed by the obfcurity of
a private ftation . The joint government of the father
and the fon fubfifted about feven , and the foie
adminiftration of Galiienus continued about eight,
years . But the whole period was one uninterrupted
feries of confufion and calamity . As the Roman
empire was at the fame time , and on every fide,
attacked by the blind fury of foreign invaders , and
the wild ambition of domeftic ufurpers , we shall
confult order and perfpicuity , by purfuing , not
fo much the doubtful arrangement of dates , as the
more natural diflribution of fubjects . The moll
dangerous enemies of Rome , during the reigns
of Valerian and Galiienus , were , i . The Franks.
2. The Alemanni . 3. The Goths ; and , 4. The
Perfians . Under thefe general appellations , we
may comprehend the adventures of lefs confiderable
tribes , whofe obfcure and uncouth names would
only ferve to opprefs the memory and perplex the
attention of the reader.

I. As the pofterity of the Franks compofe one
of the greateft and moll enlightened nations of
Europe , the powers of learning and ingenuity
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have been exhauffed in the difcovery of their chap
unlettered anceftors . To the tales of credulity , Xl
have fucceeded the fyftems of fancy . Every paffage
has been fifted , every fpot has been furveyed,
that might poffibly reveal feme faint traces of
their origin . It has been fuppofed , that Pannonia 47,
that Gaul , that the northern parts of Germany 4‘,
gave birth to that celebrated colony of warriors.
At length the moll rational critics , rejecting the
fictitious emigrations of ideal conquerors , have
acquiefcedin a fentiment whole fimplicity perfuades
us of its truth 4*. They fuppofe , that about the
year two hundred and forty 70, a new confederacy
was formed under the name of Franks , by the old
inhabitants of the Lower Rhine and the Wefer>
The prefent circle of Weftphalia , the Landgraviate
ofHeffe,and thedutchiesof Brunfwick and Luneburgj
were the ancient feat of the Ghauci , who , in their
inacceffible morafles , defied the Roman arms 71;
of the Cherufci , proud of the fame of Arminius;
of the Catti , formidable by their firm and intrepid
infantry ; and of feveral other tribes of inferior
power and renown 71. The love of liberty was the *
ruling paffion of thefe Germans ; the enjoyment of
it their beft treafuv? ; the word that expteffed that
enjoyment , the muff pieafing to their ear. They
deferved , they alfnmed , they maintained the
honourable epithet of Franks or Freemen ; which
concealed , though it did not extinguish the peculiar
names of the feveral Rates of the confederacy 75.
Tacit con fent , and mutual advantage , dictated
thefirfi ; lawsof the union : itwasgradually cemented

Y 2
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by habit and experience . The league of the Franks
may admit of fome comparifon with the Helvetic
body ; in which every canton , retaining its indepen¬
dent fovereignty , confults with its brethren in the
common caufe, without acknowledging the author !ty
of any fupreme head , or reprefentative affembly 7\
But the principle of the two confederacies was
extremely different . A peace of two hundred years
has rewarded the wife and honeft policy of the
Swifs An inconffant fpirit , the thirft of rapine,
and a difregard to the moft folemn treaties , difgraced
the character of the Franks.

The Romans had long experienced the daring
valour of the people of Lower Germany . The union
of their ftrength threatened Gaul with a more
formidable invafion , and required the prefence of
Gallienus , the heir and colleague of Imperial
power 7S. Whilft that prince , and his infant fon
Salonius , difplayed , in the court of Treves , the
majefly of the empire , its armies were ably conducted
by their general Pofthumus , who , though he
afterwards betrayed the family of Valerian , was
ever faithful to the great intereft of the monarchy.
The treacherous language of panegyrics and medals
darkly announces a longferies of victories . Trophies
and titles atteft (if fuch evidence can attcft ) the
fame of Poflhumus , who is repeatedly flylcd The
conqueror of the Germans , and the faviour of
Gaul 7‘.

But a fingle fact , the only one indeed of which
We have any diflinct knowledge , erafes , in a great
meafure , thefe monuments of vanity and adulation.
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The Rhine , though dignified with the title of
Safeguard of the provinces , was an impeifect barrier
againft the daring fpirit of enterprise with which
the Franks were actuated . Their rapid devastations
Stretched from the river to the foot of the Pyrenees:
nor were they flopped by thofe mountains . Spain,
which had never dreaded , was unable to refift,
the inroads of the Germans . During twelve years,
the greateft part of the reign of Gallienus , that
opulent country was the theatre of unequal and
deftructive hoftilities . Tarragona , the flourishing
capital of a peaceful province , was lacked and
almofl defiroyed 77; and fo late as the days of
Orofius , who wrote in the fif h century , wretched
cottages , Scattered amidfl the ruins of magnificent
cities , ftill recorded the rage of the barbarians 7t»
Nf hen the exhaufted country no longer Supplied a
variety of plunder , the Franks Seized on Some
veSfels in the ports of Spain 7’ , and transported
themfelves into Mauritania . The diftant province
was aftonished with the fury of thefe barbarians ,
who Seemed to fall from a new world , as their
name , manners , and complexion , were equally
unknown on the coafl; of Africa

II . In that part of Upper Saxony beyond the
Elbe , which is at prefent called the Marquifate
of Luface , there exifted , in ancient times, a Sacred
wood , the awful feat of the fuperftition of the
Suecd. Nofie were permitted to enter the holy
precincts , without confefling , by their Servile bonds
and Suppliant pofture , the immediate prefence of
the Sovereign Deity Patriotism contributed 25
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well as devotion to confecrate the Sonnenwald ,
or wood of the Semnones *\ It was univerfally
believed , that the nation had received its firft
exiflence on that faered fpot . At {fated periods ,
the numerous tribes who gloried in the Suevic
blood , retorted thither by their ambaffadors ; and
the memory of their common extraction was perpe¬
tuated by barbaric rites and human facrifices. The
wide extended name of Suevi filled the interior
countries of Germany , from the banks of the
Oder to thofeof the Danube . They were diffinguished
from the other Germans by their peculiar mode of
dreffing their long hair , which they gathered into
a rude knot on the crown of the head ; and they
delighted in an ornament that shewed their ranks
more lofty and terrible in the eyes of the enemy 3!.
Jealous , as the Germans were , of military renown,
they all confelfed the fuperior valour of the Suevi;
and the tribes of the Ufipetes and Tencteri , who,
with a vaff army , encountered the dictator Caefar,
declared that they effeemed it not a difgrace to
have fled before a people , to whofe arms the
immortal gods themfelves were unequal

In the reign of the emperor Caracalla , an in¬
numerable fwarm of Suevi appeared on the banks
of the Mein , and in the neighbourhood of the Roman
provinces , in quell either of food , of plunder , or
ofglory *s. The hafty army of volunteers gradually
coalefced into a great and permanent nation , and»
as it was compofed from fo many different tribes ,
aflumed the name of Alemanni , or Allmen ; to denote
at once their various lineage , and their common
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bravery “ .The latter was foon felt by the Romansin
many a hoftile inroad . TheAlemanni fought chiefly
on horfeback ; but their cavalry was rendered ftill
more formidable by a mixture of light infantry,
felected from the braveft and moft active of the youth,
whom frequent exercife had enured to accompany
the horfeman in the longeft march , the moft rapid
charge , or the moft precipitate retreat iT.

This warlike people of Germans had been afto-
nished by the immenfe preparation of Alexander
Severus , they were difmayed by the arms of his
fuccelfor , a barbarian equal in valour and fierce-
nefs to themfelves . But ftill hovering on the frontiers
of the empire , they increafed the general diforder
that enfued after the death of Decius . They inflicted
fevcre wounds on the rich provinces of Gaul : they
were the firft who removed the veil that covered
the feeble majefty of Italy . A numerous body of the
Alemanni penetrated acrofs the Danube , and
through the Rhtetian Alps , into the plains of Lom¬
bardy , advanced as far as Ravenna , and difplayed
the victorious banners of barbarians alrnoft in fight
of Rome " . The infult and the danger rekindled in
the fenate fome fparks of their ancient virtue . Both
the emperors were engaged in far diftant wars ,
Valerian in the eaft , and Gallienus on the Rhine.
All the hopes and refources of the Romans were in
themfelves . In this emergency , the fena tors refumed
the defence of the republic , drew out the Praetorian
guards , who had been left to garrifon the capital,
and filled up their numbers , by inlifting into the
public fervice the ftouteft and moft willing of the
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Plebeians . The Alemanni , aftonished with the
fudden appearance of an army more numerous than
their own,  retired into Germany , laden with fpoil;
and their retreat was efteemed as a victory by the
unwarlike Romans s>.

When Gallienus received the intelligence that
his capital was delivered from the barbarians , he
was much lefs delighted , than alarmed , with the
courage of the fenate , fince it might one day
prompt them to refcue the public from domeftic
tyranny , as well as from foreign invafion . His
timid ingratitude was published to his fubjects , in
an edict which prohibited the fenators from ex-
ercifing any military employment , and even from
approaching the camps of the legions . But his
fears were groundlefs . The rich and luxurious
nobles , finking into their natural character , ac¬
cepted , as a favour , this difgraceful exemption
from military fervice ; and as long as they were
indulged in the enjoyment of their baths , their
theatres , and their villas , they cheerfully refigned
the more dangerous cares of empire , to the rough
hands of peafants and foldiers *°.

Another invafion of the Alemanni , of a more
formidable afpect , but more glorious event , is
mentioned by a writer of the lower empire.
Three hundred thoufand of that warlike people
are faid to have been vanquished , in a battle near
Milan,  by Gallienus in perfon , at the head of
only ten thoufand Romans Sl. We may however,
with great probability , afcribe this incredible vic¬
tory , either to the credulity of the hiflorian , or
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: to fome exaggerated exploits of one of the em-
I peror ’s lieutenants . It was by arms of a very
II different nature , that Gallienus endeavoured to

protect Italy from the fury of the Germans . He
efpoufed Pipa the daughter of a king of the Mar¬

ti comanni , a Suevic tribe , which was often con¬
ic founded with the Alemanni in their wars and
k conquefts To the father , as the price of his
it alliance , he granted an ample fettlement in Pan-
6: nonia . The native charms of unpolbhed beauty
lis feern to have fixed the daughter in the affections
it of the inconftant emperor , and the bands of po¬
x' licy were more firmly connected by thofe of love,
n But the haughty prejudice of Rome Hill refufed
is the name of marriage , to the profane mixture of
os a citizen and a barbarian ; and has fligmatized
it- the German princefs with the opprobrious title
m of concubine of Gallienus 93
sc III . We have already traced the emigration of
ci the Goths from Scandinavia , or at leaf! from
id Pruffia , to the mouth of the BoryRhenes , and

have followed their victorious arms from the Bo-
ryRhenes to the Danube . Under the reigns of

Kg Valerian and Gallienus , the frontier of the laR
5 mentioned river was perpetually infeRed by the

inroads of Germans and Sarmatians ; but it was
... defended by the Romans with more than ufual
|fi firmnefs and fuccefs. The provinces that were
|B the feat of war , recruited the armies of Rome
>s with an inexhauftible fupply of hardy foldiers;
•(i and more than one of thefe Illyrian peafants at-
_ tained the Ration , and difplayed the abilities , of

CHAP;
X.

v

Inroads of
the Goihs.



346 THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAT.
X.

Conqucft
of the Bof-
phorus by
the Goths,

a general . Though flying parties of the barba¬
rians , who incelfantly hovered on the banks of
the Danube , penetrated fometimes to the confines
of Italy and Macedonia ; their progrefs was com¬
monly checked , or their return intercepted , by
the Imperial lieutenants 94. But the great ftream
of the Gothic hollilities was diverted into a very
different channel . The Goths , in their new fet-
tletnent of the Ukraine , foon became mailers of
the northern coafl of the Euxine : to the fouth of
that inland fea , were fituated the foft and wealthy
provinces of Afia Minor , which polfelfed all that
could attract , and nothing that could refill , a
barbarian conqueror.

The banks of the Boryllhenes are only fixty
miles diftant from the narrow entrance 9> of the
peninfula of Crim Tartary , known to the ancients
under the name of Cherfonefus Taurica 9S. On
that inhofpitable shore , Euripides , embellishing
with exquifite art the tales of antiquity , has
placed the fcene of one of his moll affecting tra¬
gedies 97. The bloody lacrifices of Diana , the
arrival of Orelles and Pylades , and the triumph
of virtue and religion over favage fiercenefs , ferve
to reprefent an hiftorical truth , that the Tauri,
the original inhabitants of the peninfula , were,
in feme degree , reclaimed from their brutal man¬
ners , by a gradual intercourfe with the Grecian
colonies , which fettled along the maritime coall.
The little kingdom of Bofphorus , whole capital
was fituated on the Straits , through which the
Maeotis communicates itfelf to the Euxine , was
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compofed of degenerate Greeks , and half-civil - chap.
ized barbarians . It fubfifted , as an independent x‘
ftate , from the time of the Peloponnefian war ’8,
was at laft fwallowed up by the ambition of Mi.
thridates 58, and , with the reft of his dominions,
funk under the weight of the Roman arms. From
the reign of Auguftus 100, the kings of Bofphorus
were the humble , but not ufelefs , allies of the
empire . By prefents , by arms , and by a slight
fortification drawn acrofs the Ifthmus , they ef¬
fectually guarded againft the roving plunderers
of Sarmatia , the accefs of a country , which , from
its peculiar fituation and convenient harbours,
commanded the Euxine fea and Afia Minor I01.
As long as the fceptre was poffeffed by a lineal
fucceffion of kings , they acquitted themfelves of
their important charge with vigilance and fuccefs.
Domeftic factions , and the fears , or private in-
tereft , of obfcure ufurpers , who feized on the
vacant throne , admitted the Goths into the heart
of Bofphorus . With the acquifition of a fuper-
fluous wafte of fertile foil , the conquerors ob¬
tained the command of a naval force , fufficient
to tranfport their armies to the coaft of Afia l“.
The ships ufed in the navigation of the Euxine who ac"1 0  quire a nawere of a very fingular conftruction . They were vaiforce.
slight flat-bottomed barks framed of timber only,
without the leaft mixture of iron , and occafion-
ally covered with a shelving roof , on the appear¬
ance of a tempeft IOJ. In . thefe floating houfes,
the Goths carelefsly trufted themfelves to the
mercy of an unknown fea , under the conduct of
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failors preffed into the fervice , and whofe skill
and fidelity were equally fufpicious . But the
hopes of plunder had banished every idea of dan¬
ger , and a natural fearleffnefs of temper fupplied
in their minds the more rational confidence,
which is the juft refult of knowledge and experi¬
ence . Warriors of fuch a daring fpirit muft have
often murmured againft the cowardice of their
guides , who required the ftrongeft adurances of
a fettled calm before they would venture to em¬
bark ; and would fcarcely ever be tempted to lofe
fight of the land . Such , at lead , is the practice
of the modern Turks IO+; and they are probably
not inferior , in the art of navigation , to the an¬
cient inhabitants of Bofphorus.

The fleet of the Goths , leaving the coaft of
Circaflia on the left hand,  firft appeared before
Pityus tos, the utmoft  limits of the Roman pro¬
vinces ; a city provided With a convenient port
and fortified with a ftrong wall . Here they met
with a . refiftance more obftinate than they had
reafon to expect from the feeble garrifon of a
diftant fortrefs . They were repul fed ; and their
difappointment feemed to diminish the terror of
the Gothic name . As long as Succeffianus , an
officer of fuperior rank and merit , defended that
frontier , all their efforts were ineffectual ; but as
foon as he was removed by Valerian to a more
honourable but lefs important ftation , they re¬
fumed the attack of Pityus ; and,  by the deftruc-
tion of that city , obliterated the memory of their
former difgrace I,s.
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Circling round the eaftern extremity of the
Euxine fea , the navigation from Pityus to Trebi-
zond is about three hundred miles l°7. The courfe
of the Goths carried them in fight of the country
of Colchis , fo famous by the expedition of the
Argonauts ; and they even attempted , though
without fuccefs , to pillage a rich temple at the
mouth of the river Phafis . Trebizond , celebrated
in the retreat of the ten thoufand as an ancient
colony of Greeks 108, derived its wealth and
fplendour from the munificence of the emperor
Hadrian , who had conftructed an artificial port
on a coaft left deflitute by nature of fecure
harbours The city was large and populous;
a double enclofure of walls feemed to defy the
fury of the Goths , and the ufual garrifon had
been ftrengthened by a reinforcement of ten thou¬
fand men . But there are not any advantages ca¬
pable of fupplying the abfence of difcipline and
vigilance . The numerous garrifon of Trebizond,
diffolved in riot and luxury , difdained to guard
their impregnable fortifications . The Goths foon
difcovered the fupine negligence of the befieged,
erected a lofty pile of fafcines , afcended the walls
in the filence of the night , and entered the de-
fencelefs city , fword in hand . A general maf-
facre of the people enfued , whilfl : the affrighted
foldiers efcaped through the oppofite gates of the
town . The mod holy temples , and the mod
fplendid edifices , were involved in a common de-
ftruction . The booty that fell into the hands of
the Goths was immenfe : the wealth of the adja-
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cent countries had been depofited in Trebizond,
as in a fecure place of refuge. The number of
captives was incredible , as the victorious barba¬
rians ranged without oppofition through the ex-
tenfive province of Pontus XI°. The rich fpoils
of Trebizond filled a great fleet of ships that had
been found in the port . The robuft youth of the
fca - coafl were chained to the oar ; and the Goths,
fatisfied with the fuccefs of their firfl naval expe¬
dition , returned in triumph to their new efta-
blishments in the kingdom of Bofphorus Iir.

The fecond expedition of the Goths was un¬
dertaken with greater powers of men and ships;
but they fleered a different courfe , and,  difdain-
ing the exhaufted provinces of Pontus , followed
the weflern coafl of the Piuxine , paffed before the
wide mouths of the Boryflhenes , the Niefler , and
the Danube , and increafing their fleet by the cap¬
ture of a great number of fishing barks , they ap¬
proached the narrow outlet through which the
Euxine fea pours its waters into the Mediterra¬
nean , and divides the continents of Europe and
Afia . The garrifon of Chalcedon was encamped
hear the temple of Jupiter Uiius , on a promon¬
tory that commanded the entrance of the Strait;
and fo inconfiderable were the dreaded invafions
of the barbarians , that this body of troops im¬
paired in number the Gothic army . But it was
in numbers alone that they furpafled it . They
defected with precipitation their advantageous poft,
and abandoned the town of Chalcedon , mod
plentifully flored with arms and money > to the
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difcretion of the conquerors . Whilft they hefi-
tated whether they should prefer the fea or land,
Europe or Afia , lor the fcene of their hoftilities,
a perfidious fugitive pointed out Nicomedia , once
the capital of the kings of Bitbynia , as a rich
and eafy conqueft . He guided the march , which
was only fixty miles from the camp of Chalce-
don 111, directed the refiftlefs attack , and partook
of the booty ; for the Goths had learned fufficient
policy to reward the traitor , whom they detelled.
Nice , Prufa , Aptemjea , Cius , cities that had
fometimes rivalled , or imitated , the fplendour of
Nicomedia , were involved in the fame calamity,
which , in a few weeks , raged without controul
through the whole province of Bithynia . Three
hundred years of peace , enjoyed by the foft in¬
habitants of Afia , had abolished the exercife of
arms , and removed the apprehenfioti of danger.
The ancient walls were fuffered to moulder away,
and all the revenue of the moll opulent cities was
referved for the conftruction of baths , temples,
and theatres 11 ’.

When the city of Cyzicus withflood the ut-
moft effort of Miihridates , it was diftinguished
by wife laws , a naval power of two hundred gal-
lies , and three arfenals ; of arms , of military en¬
gines , and of corn 1IS. It was Bill the feat of
wealth and luxury ; but of its ancient ffcrength,
nothing remained except the fituation , in a little
island of the Propontis , connected with the con¬
tinent of Afia only by two bridges . From the
recent fack of Prufa , the Goths advanced within
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eighteen miles of the city , which they had de¬
voted to deflruction ; but the ruin of Cyzicus was
delayed by a fortunate accident . The feaion was
rainy , and the lake Apolloniates , the refervoir of
all the fprings of Mount Olympus , rofe to an un¬
common height . The little river of Rhyndacus,
which iffues from the lake , fwelled into a broad
and rapid dream , and flopped the progrefs of the
Goths . Their retreat to the maritime city of
Heraclea , where the fleet had probably been fta-
tioned , was attended by a long train of waggons,
laden with the fpoils of Bithynia , and was marked
by the flames of Nice and Nicomedia , which they
wantonly burnt II7. Some obfcure hints are men¬
tioned of a doubtful combat that fecured their
retreat ,I3. But even a complete victory would
have been of little moment , as the approach of
the autumnal equinox fummoned them to haften
their return . To navigate the Euxine before the
month of May , or after that of September , is
efteemed by the modern Turks the mod unquef-
tionable indance of rashnefs and folly

When we are informed that the third fleet,
equipped by the Goths in the ports of Bofphorus,
confided of five hundred fail of ships I‘°, our ready
imagination indantly computes and multiplies the
formidable armament ; but,  as we are affined by
the judicious Strabo 111, that tfic piratical veffels'
ufed by the barbarians of Pontus and the Leffer
Scyihia , were not capable of containing more than
twenty - five or thirty men , we may fafely affirm,
that fifteen thoufand warriors , at the mod,

embarked
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embarked in this great expedition . Impatient of
the limits of the Euxine , they fleered their deflrnctive
courfe from the Cimmerian to the Thracian Bof-
phorus . When they had almofl gained the middle
of the Straits , they were fuddenly driven back to
the entrance of them ; till a favourable wind
fpringing up the next day , carried them in a few
hours into the placid fea , or rather lake of the
Propontis . Their landing on the little island of
Cyzicus , was attended with the ruin of that ancient
and noble city . From thence ilfuing again through
the narrow pafifage of the Hellefpont , they purfued
their winding navigation , amidfl the numerous
islands fcattered over the Archipelago , or the
iEgean Sea. The affiftance of captives and deferters
mud have been very neceffary to pilot their vefTels,
and to direct their various incurfions , as well on
the coad of Greece as on that of Ada . At length
the Gothic fleet anchored the port of Piraeus,
five miles ' did int from Athens l“ , which had
attempted to make fome preparations for a vigorous
defence . Cleodamus , one of the engineers employed
by the emperor ’s orders to fortify the maritime
cities againd the Goths , had already begun to
repair the ancient walls fallen to decay dnce the
time of Sylla . The efforts of his skill were inef¬
fectual , and the barbarians became maders of the
native feat of the mufes and the arts . But while
the conquerors abandoned themfelves to the licenfe
of plunder and intemperance , their fleet , that lay
with a slender guard in the harbour of Piraeus,
was unexpectedly attacked by the brave JDexip-
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pus , who , flying with the engineer Cleodamus
from the fack of Athens , collected a hafty band
of volunteers , peafants as well as foldiers , and in
fome meafure avenged the calamities of his coun-
tTy II5‘

But this exploit , whatever luftre it might shed
on the declining age of Athens , ferved rather to
irritate than to fubdue the undaunted l'pirit of
the northern invaders . A general conflagration
blazed out at the fame time in every diftrict of
Greece . Thebes and Argos , Corinth and Sparta,
which had formerly waged fuch memorable wars
againft each other , were now unable to bring an
army into the field , or even to defend their ruin¬
ed fortifications . The rage of war , both by land
and by fea , fpread from the eaflern point of Sunium
to the wcftern coalt of Epirus . The Goths had
already advanced within fight of Italy , when the
approach of fuch imn| nent danger awakened the
indolent Gallienus from his dream of pleafure.
The emperor appeared in arms ; and his prefence
feems to have checked the ardour , and to have
divided the ftrength , of the enemy . Naulobatus,
a chief of the Heruli , accepted an honourable
capitulation , entered with a large body of his
countrymen into the fervice of Rome , and was
invefted with the ornaments of the confular dignity,
which had never before been profaned by the hands
of a barbarian II4. Great numbers of the Goths,
difgufted with the perils and hardships of a tedious
voyage , broke into Msefia , with a defign of
forcing their way over the Danube to their fet-
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tlements in the Ukraine . The wild attempt would
have proved inevitable deftruction , if the difcord
of the Roman generals had not opened to the bar¬
barians the means of an efcape The fmall
remainder of this deftroying hoft returned on board
their vefiels ; and mcaTuring back their way through
the Hellefpont and the Bofphorus , ravaged in their
paflage the shores of Troy , whofe fame , immor¬
talized by Homer , will probably furvive the me¬
mory of the Gothic conquefts . As foon as they
found themfelves in fafety within the bafon of the
Euxine , they landed at Anchialus in Thrace , near
the foot of Mount Haemus ; and,  after all their
toils , indulged themfelves in the ufe of thofe
pleafant and falutary hot baths . Nv hat remained
of the voyage was a short and eafy navigation
Such was the various fate of this third and greateft
of their naval enterprifes . It may feem difficult
to conceive , how the original body of fifteenthoufand warriors could fuftain the Ioffes and di-
vifions of fo bold an adventure . But as their
numbers were gradually wafted by the fword , by
shipwrecks , and by the influence of a warm cli¬
mate , they were perpetually renewed by troops of
banditti and deferters , who flocked to the ftand-
ard of plunder , and by a crowd of fugitive slaves,
often of German or Sarmatian extraction , who
eagerly feized the glorious opportunity of free¬
dom and revenge . In thefe expeditions , the Go¬
thic nation claimed a fuperior share of honour
and danger ; but the tribes that fought under the
Gothic banaers , arefometirr .es diftinguished and
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chap , fometimes confounded in the impel feet hiflories
x‘ of that age ; and as the barbarian fleets feemed

to iffue from the mouth of the Tanais , the vague
but familiar appellation of Scythians was fre¬
quently bellowed on the mixt multitude 117.

Ruin of In the general calamities of mankind , the death
thi? templec f an  individual , however exalted , the ruin of an
fusf PUe" edifice , however famous , are palled over with

carelefs inattention . Yet we cannot forget that
the temple of Diana at Ephefus , after having
rifen with increafing fplendour from feven re¬
peated misfortunes 118, was finally burnt by the
Goths in their third naval invafion . The arts of
Greece , and the wealth of Afia , had confpired to
erect that facred and magifificent llructure . It
was fupported by an hundred and twenty - feven
marble columns of the Ionic order . They were
the gifts of devout monarchs , and each was fixty
feet high . The altar was adorned with the maf-
terly fculptures of Praxiteles , who had , perhaps,
felected from the favourite legends of the place
the birth of the divine children of Latona , the
concealment of Apollo after the slaughter of the
Cyclops , and the clemency of Bacchus to the
vanquished Amazons I5\ Yet the length of the
temple of Ephefus was only four hundred and
twenty - five feet , about two - thirds of the meafure
of the church of St. Peter ’s at Rome l! °.  In the
other dimenfions , it was Hill more inferior to
that fublime production of modern architecture.
The fpreading arms of a Chriftian crofs require a
much greater breadth than the oblong temples
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of the Pagans ; and the boldeft artifts of anti¬
quity would have been flartled at the propofal of
railing in the air a dome of the fize and propor¬
tions of the pantheon . The temple of Diana was,
however , admired as one of the wonders of the
world . Succeffive empires , the Perfian , the Ma¬
cedonian , and the Roman , had revered its fanctity,
and enriched its fplendour IS' . But the rude favages
of the Baltic were deflitute of a tafie for the elegant
arts , and they defpifed the ideal terrors of a foreign
fuperftition I!I.

Another circumflance is related of thefe invafions,
which might deferve our notice , were it not juftly
to be fufpected as the fanciful conceit of a recent
fophift . We are told , that in the fack of Athens
the Goths had collected all the libraries , and were
on the point of fetting fire to this funeral pile of
Grecian learning , had not one of their chiefs , of
more refined policy than his brethren , dilfuaded
them from the defign ; by the profound obfervation,
that as long as the Greeks were addicted to the
ftudy of books , they would never apply themfelves
to the exercife of arms r” . The fagacious counfellor
{should the truth of the fact be admitted ) reafoned
like an ignorant barbarian . In the mod polite and
powerful nations , genius of every kind has difplayed
itfelf about the fame period ; and the age of fcience
has generally been the age of military virtue and
fuccefs.

IV . The new fovereigns of Perfia , Artaxerxes
and his fon Sapor , had triumphed ( as we have
already feen ) over the houfe of Arfaces . Of the
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many princes of that ancient race , Chofroes , king
of Armenia , had alone preferved both his life
and his independence . He defended himfelf by the
natural flrength of his country ; by the perpetual
refort of fugitives and malecontents ; by the alliance
of the Romans , and , above all , by his own courage.
Invincible in arms , during a thirty years war , he
was at length affaffinated by the emiffaries of Sapor
Icing of Perfia . The patriotic fatraps of Armenia,
who alferted the freedom and dignity of the crown,
implored the protection of Rome in favour of
Tiridates the lawful heir . But the fon of Chofroes
was an infant , the allies were at a diftance , and
the Perfian monarch advanced towards the frontier
at the head of an irrefiftible force. Young Tiridates,
the future hope of his country , was faved by the
fidelity of a fervant , and Armenia continued above
twenty -feven years a reluctant province of the
great monarchy of Perfia IJ4. Elated with this
eafy conqueft , and prefuming on the diftrelfes or
the degeneracy of the Romans , Sapor obliged the
ftrong garrifons ofCarrhae and Nifibis to furrender,
and fpread devaluation and terror on either fide
of the Euphrates.

The lofs of an important frontier , the ruin of
a faithful and natural ally , and the rapid fuccefs
of Sapor’s ambition , affected Rome with a deep
fenfe of the infultaswell as of the danger . Valerian
flattered himfelf , that the vigilance of his lieutenants
would fufficiently provide for the fafety of the Rhine
and of the Danube ; but he refolved , notwithftandine -
his advanced age , to march in perfon to the defence
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of the Euphrates . During his progrefs through Afia
Minor , the naval enterprifes of rhe Goths were
fufpended , and the afflicted province enjoyed a
tranlient and fallacious calm. He pa(Ted the Euphrates,
encountered the Perfian monarch near the walls of
EdelTa , was vanquished and taken prifoner by
Sapor . The particulars of this great event are darkly
and imperfectly reprefented ; yet , by the glimmering
light which is afforded us , we may difcover a long
feries of imprudence , of error , and of deferved
misfortunes on the fide of the Roman emperor . He
repofcd an implicit confidence in Macrianus , his
Praetorian praefect That worthlefs minifter
rendered his mailer formidable only to the oppreffed
fubjects , and contemptible to the enemies of
Rome By his weak or wicked counfels , the
Imperial army was betrayed into a fituation ,
where valour and military skill were equally
unavailing ;” 7. The vigorous attempt of the Romans
to cut their way through the Perfian hofl; was
repulfed with great slaughter ” s ; and Sapor , who
encompaffed the camp with fuperior numbers ,
patiently waited till the increafing rage of famine
and peftilence had enfured his victory . The
licentious murmurs of the legions foon accufed
Valerian as the caufe of their calamities ; their
feditious clamours demanded an inftant capitulation.
An immenfe fum of gold was offered to purchafe the
permiffion of a difgraceful retreat . But the Perfian ,
confcious of his fuperiority , refufedthe money with
difdain ; and detaining the deputies , ad%ranced in
order of battle to the foot of the Roman rampart,
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and infifted on a perfonal conference with the
emperor . Valerian was reduced to the neceffity of
intrufting his life and dignity to the faith of an
enemy . The interview ended as it was natural to
expect . The emperor was made a prifoner , and
his aftonhhed troops laid down their arms ” 5. In
fuch a moment of triumph , the pride and policy
of Sapor prompted him to fill the vacant throne
with a fucceffor entirely dependent on his pleafure.
Cyriades , an obfcure fugitive of Antioch , flained
with every vice , was chofen to dishonour the
Roman purple ; and the will of the Perfian victor
could not fail of being ratified by the acclamations,
however reluctant , of the captive army 14 °.

The imperial slave was eager to fecure the favour
of his mailer , by an act of treafon to his native
country . He conducted Sapor over the Euphrates,
and by the way of Chalcis to the metropolis of
the Eaft So rapid were the motions of the Perfian
cavalry , that,  if we may credit a very judicious
hifforian 141, the city of Antioch was furprifed
when the idle multitude was fondly gazing on the
amnfements of the theatre . The fplendid buildings
of Antioch , private as well as public , were either
pillaged or drftroyed ; and the numerous inhabitants
were put to the fwotd . or led away into captivity 141.
1 he tide of devaftation was flopped for a moment
by the refolurion of the high prieftof Emefa . Arrayed
in his facedota .1 robes , he appeared at the head of
a great body of fanatic peafants , armed only with
slings , and defended his god and his property from
the facrilegious hands of the followers of Zoroa-
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Her 14’. But the ruin ofTarfus , and of many other
cities , furnishes a melancholy proof that , except
in this Angular inftance , the conqueft of Syria and
Cilicia fcarcely interrupted the progrefs of the
Perfian arms. The advantages of the narrow paffes
of mount Taurus were abandoned , in which an
invader , whofe principal force confjfted in his
cavalry , would have been engaged in a very
unequal combat : and Sapor was permitted to
form the fiege of Csefarea, the capital of Cappadocia;
a city , though of the fecond rank , which was fuppofed
to contain four hundred thoufand inhabitants*
Demofthenes commanded in the place , not fo
much by the commiffion of the emperor , as in the
voluntary defence of his country . For a long time
he deferred its fate ; and , when at laft Caefarea
was betrayed by the perfidy of a phyfician , he
cut his way ihrough the Perfians , who had been
ordered to exert their utmofl ; diligence to take him
alive . This heroic chief efcaped the power of a
foe , who might either have honoured or punished
his obftinate valour ; but many thoufands of his
fellow -citizens were involved in a general maflacre,
and Sapor is accufed of treating his prifoners with
wanton and unrelenting cruelty I44. Much should
undoubtedly be allowed for national animofity,
much for humbled pride and impotent revenge;
yet , upon the whole , it is certain , that the fame
prince , who , in Armenia , had difplayed the mild
afpect of a legislator , shewed himfelf to the Romans
under the ftern features of a conqueror . He defpaired
of making any permanent eftablishment in the
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empire , and fought only to leave behind him a
wafted defert , whilft he tranfported into Perfia the
people and the treafures of the provinces I4!.

At the time when the Eaft trembled at the name
of Sapor , he received a prefent not unworthy of
the greateft kings ; a long train of camels laden
with the moft rare and valuable merchandifes . The
rich offering was accompanied with an epiftle,
refpectful but not fervile , from Odenathus , one of
the nobleft and mod opulent fenators of Palmyra.
„ Who is this Odenathus (faidthe haughty victor,
, , and he commanded that the prefents should be
, , call into the Euphrates ) , that he thus infolently
, , prefumes to write to his lord ? If he entertains
, , a hope of mitigating his punishment , let him
, , fall proftrate before the foot of our throne with
, , Ins hands bound behind his back . Should he
, , hefitate , fwift deftruction shall be poured on
„ his head , on his whole race , and on his
, , country 1<s. ” The defperate extremity to which
the Palmyrenian was reduced , called into action
all the latent powers of his foul . He met Sapor ;
but he met him in arms . Infufing his own fpirit
into a little army collected from the villages of
Syria 147, and the tents of the defert 148, he
hovered round the Perfian hoft , haraffed their
retreat , carried off part of the treafure , and , what
was dearer than any treafure , feveral of the
women of the Great King ; who was at Lift
obliged to repafs the Euphrates with fome marks
of hade and confufion I4S. By this exploit , Odenathus
laid the foundations of his future fame and fortunes.
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The majefty of Rome , oppreffed by a Perfian,
was protected by a Syrian or Arab of Palmyra.

The voice of hiftory , which is often little more
than the organ of hatred or flattery , reproaches Sapor
with a proud abufe of the rights of conqueft . We are
told that Valerian , in chains , but inverted with
the Imperial purple , was expofed to the multitude ,
a conftant fpectacle of fallen greatnefs ; and that
whenever thePerfian monarch mounted on horfeback,
he placed his foot on the neck of a Roman emperor.
Notwithftanding all the remonftrances of his al¬
lies , who repeatedly advifed him to remember the
viciffitude of fortune , to dread the returning power
of Rome , and to make his illuftrious captive the
pledge of peace , not the object of infult , Sapor ftill
remained inflexible . 'When Valerian funk under the
weight of shame and grief , his skin , fluffed with
ftraw , and formed into the likenefs of a human
figure , was preferved for ages in the moft celebrated
temple of Perfia ; a more real monument of triumph,
than the fancied trophies of brafs and marble fo often
erected by Roman vanity IS°. The tale is moral and
pathetic , but the truth of it may very fairly be
called in queftion . The letters ftill extant from
the princes of the Eaft to Sapor , are manifeft
forgeries 1!I ; nor is it natural to fuppofe that a
jealous monarch should , even in the perfon of a
rival , thus publicly degrade the majefty of kings.
Whatever treatment the unfortunate Valerian might
experience in Perfia , it is at leaft certain , that the
only emperor of Rome who had ever fallen into the
hands of the enemy , languished away his life in
hopelefs captivity.
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The emperor Gallienus , who had lone fupported
with impatience the cenforial feverity of his father
and colleague , received the intelligence of his
misfortunes with fecret pleafure and avowed indif¬
ference . ,, I knew that my father was a mortal , ”
faid he , , , and fince he has acted as becomes a
, , brave man , 1 am fatisfied . ” Whilft Rome
lamented the fate ol her fovereign , the favage
coldnefs of his fon was extolled by the fervile
courtiers , as the perfect firmnefs of a hero and
a ftoic It is difficult to paint the light , the
various , the inconftant character of Gallienus ,
which he difplayed without conftraint , as foon as
he became foie pofleflor of the empire . In every
art that he attempted , his lively genius enabled
him to fucceed ; and as his genius was deftitute of
judgment , he attempted every art , except the
important ones of war and government . He was
a matter of feveral curious but ufelefs fciences , a
ready orator , and elegant poet 151, a skilful gardener,
an excellent cook , and a moft contemptible prince.
When the great emergencies of the ftate required
his prefence and attention , he was engaged in
converfation with the philofopher Plotinus ,
wafting his time in trifling or licentious pleafures,
preparing his initiation to the Grecian myfteries,
or foliciting a place in the Areopagus of Athens.
His profufe magnificence infulted the general poverty;
the folemn ridicule of his triumphs imprefled a deeper
fenfe of the public difgrace lss. The repeated
intelligence of invafions , defeats , and rebellions,
he received with a carelefs fmile ; and Angling out,
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with affected contempt , fome particular production
of the loft province , he carelefsly asked , whether
Rome mi:ft be ruined , unlefs it was fupplied wiih
linen from Egypt , and Arras cloth from Gaul?
There were , however , a few short moments in
the life of Gallienus , when , exafperated by fome
recent injury , he fuddenly appeared the intrepid
foldier , and the cruel tyrant ; till fatiated with
blood , or fatigued by refiftance , he infenfibly
funk into the natural mildnefs and indolence of
his character 1S".

At a time when the reins of government were
held with fo loofe a hand , it is not furprifing,
that a crowd of ufurpers should ftart up in every
province of the empire againft the fon of Valerian.
It was probably fome ingenious fancy , of comparing
the thirty tyrants of Rome with the thirty tyrants
of Athens , that induced the writers of the Auguftan
hiftory to felect that celebrated number , which has
been gradually received into a popular appellation 1sr.
But in every light the parallel is idle and defective.
What refembiance can we difcover between a
council of thirty perfons , the united oppreffors of
a ftngle city , and an uncertain lift of independent
rivals , who rofe and fell in irregular fucceffion
through the extent of a vaft empire ? Nor can the
number of thirty be completed , unlefs we include
in the account the women and children who were
honoured with the Imperial title . The reign of
Gallienus , diffracted as it was , produced only
nineteen pretenders to the throne ; Cyriades,
Macrianus , Balifta , Odenathus , and Zenobia in
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the eaft ; in Gaul , and the weftern provinces,
Pofthumus , Lollianus , Victorinus and his mother
Victoria , Marius , and Tetricus . In Illyricum and
the confines of the Danube , Ingenuus , Regillianus,
and Aureolus ; in Pontus I!S, Saturninus ; in
lfauria , Trebellianus ; Pifo in Theffaly ; Valens
in Achaia ; iEmilianus in Egypt ; and Celfus inAfrica . To illuftrate the obfcure monuments of
the life and death of each individual , would prove
a laborious task , alike barren of inftruction and
of amufement . We may content ourfelves with
invefligating fome general characters , that moil
ftrongly matk the condition of the times , and the
manners of the men, their pretenfions , their motives,
their fate , and the deftructive confequences of their
ufurpation IS>.

It is fufficiently known , that the odious appel¬
lation of Tyrant  was often employed by the an¬
cients to exprefs the illegal feizure of fupreme
power , without any reference to the abufe of it.
Several of the pretenders , who raifed the ftand-
ard of rebellion againft the emperor Gallienus,
were shining models of virtue , and almoft all
polfefTed a confiderable share of vigour and abi¬
lity . Their merit had recommended them to the
favour of Valerian , and gradually promoted them
to the mofl important commands of the empire.
The generals , who alfumed the title of Auguflus,
were either refpected by their troops for their
able conduct and fevere difeipline , or admired
for valour and fuccefs in war , or beloved for
franknefs and generofity . The field of victory
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was often the fcene of their election ; and even
the armourer Marius , the moll contemptible of
all the candidates for the purple , was diftinguish-
edhowever by intrepid courage , matchlefs ftrength,
and blunt honefty His mean and recent trade
call indeed an air of ridicule on his elevation;
but his birth could not be more obfcure than was
that of the greater part of his rivals , who were
born of peafants , and inlifted in the army as
private foldiers . In times of confufion , every
active genius finds the place affigned him by
Nature : in a genera ! Hate of war , military merit
is the road to glory and to greatnefs . Of the
nineteen tyrants , Tetricus only was a fenator;
Pifo alone was a noble . The blood of Numa,
through twenty - eight fucceffive generations , ran
in the veins of Calphurnius Pifo 161, who , by
female alliances , claimed a right of exhibiting,
in his houfe , the images of Craffus and of the
great Pompey His ancelfors had been repeat
edly dignified with all the honours which the
commonwealth could beftow ; and of all the ancient
families of Rome , the Calphurnian alone had
furvived the tyranny of the Ctefars. The perfonal
qualities of Pifo added new luftre to his race. The
ufurper Valens , by whofe order he was killed,
confelfed , with deep remorfe , that even an enemy
ought to have refpected the fanctity of Pifo ; and
although he died in arms againft Gallienus , the
fenate , with the emperor ’s generous permiffion,
decreed the triumphal ornaments to the memory
of fo virtuous a rebel
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The lieutenants of Valerian were grateful to
the father , whom they efteemed. They difdained
to ferve the luxurious indolence of his unworthy
fon . The throne of the Roman world was unfup-
ported by any principle of loyalty ; and treafon,
againft fuch a prince , might eaftly be confidered
as patriotifm to the ftate . Yet if we examine with
candour the conduct of thefe ufurpers , it will
appear , that they were much oftener driven into
rebellion by their fears , than urged to it by their
ambition . They dreaded the cruel fufpicions of
Gallienus ; they equally dreaded the capricious
violence of their troops . If the dangerous favour
of the army had imprudently declared them de-
ferving of the purple , they were maiked for fure
deftruction ; and even prudence would pounfel
them , to fecure a short enjoyment of empire , and
rather to try the fortune of war , than to expect
the hand of an executioner . When the clamour
of the foldiers invefled the reluctant victims with
the enfigns of fovereign authority , they fometimes
mourned in fecret their approaching fate. “ You
have loft,”  faid Saturninus , on the day of his
elevation , “you  have loft a ufeful commander , and
3, you have made a very wretched emperor ”

The apprehenfions of Saturninus were juRified
by the repeated experience of revolutions . Of the
nineteen tyrants who ftarted up under the reign
of Gallienus , there was not one who enjoyed a
life of peace , or a natural death . As foon as they
were inverted with the bloody purple , they infpired
their adherents with the fame fears and ambition

which
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which had occafioncd their own revolt . Encom-
paffed with domeftic confpiracy , military fedition,
and civil war , they trembled on the edge of pre¬
cipices , in which , after a longer or shorter term
of anxiety , they were inevitably loft . Thefe pre¬
carious monarchs received , however , fuch honours,
as the flattery of their refpective armies and pro¬
vinces could bellow ; but their claim , founded on
rebellion , could never obtain the fanction of law
or hiftory . Italy , Rome , and thefenate , conftantly
adhered to the caufe of Gallienus , and he alone
was confidered as the fovereign of the empire.
That prince condefcended indeed to acknowledge
the victorious arms of Odenathus , who deferved
the honourable diftinction , by the refpectful conduct
which he always maintained towards the fon of
Valerian . With the general applaufe of the Ro¬
mans , and the confent of Gallienus , the fenate
conferred the title of Auguftus on the brave
Palmyrenian ; and feemed to intruft hun with the
government of the Eaft , which he already pof-
feffed , in fo independent a manner , that , like a
private fuccellion , he bequeathed it to his illuf-
trious widow Zenobia

The rapid and perpetual tranfitions from the
cottage to the throne , and from the throne to
the grave , might have amufed an indifferent
philofopher ; were it poflible for a philofdpher
to remain indifferent amidft the general calamities
of human kind . The election of thefe precarious
emperors , their power and their death , were
equally deftructiye to their fubjects and adherents*
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The price of their fatal elevation was inftantly
difcharged to the troops , by an immenfe donative,
drawn from the bowels of the exhaufted people.
However virtuous was their character , however
pure their intentions , they found themfelves reduced
to the hard neceffity of fupporting their ufurpation
by frequent acts of rapine and cruelty . When they
fell , they involved armies and provinces in their
fall . There is ftill extant a moll favage mandate
from - Gallienus to one of his miniflers , after the
fuppreffion of Ingenuus , who had alfumed the
purple in IUyricum . “ It is not enough, 1’ fays
that foft but inhuman prince , “ that you exter-
, , minate fuch as have appeared in arms : the
5, chance of battle might have ferved me as effec-
3, tually . The male fex of every age muft be
3, extirpated ; provided that , in the execution of
3, the children and old men , you can contrive
3, means to fave our reputation . Let every one
, , die who has dropt an expreffion , who has enter-
, , tained a thought againft me , againft me,  the
, , fon of Valerian , the father and brother of fo
, , many princes I6\ Remember that Ingenuus was
, , made emperor : tear , kill , hew in pieces. I
, , write to you with roy own hand , and would
, , infpire you with my own feelings IS\ ” Whilft
the public forces of the Hate were diffipated in
private quarrels , the defencelefs provinces lay
expofed to every invader . The braveft ufurpers
were compelled , by the perplexity of their fituation,
to conclude ignominious treaties with the common
enemy , to purchafe with oppreflive tributes the
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neutrality or fervices of the barbarians, and to
introduce lioftile and independent nations into the
heart of the Roman monarchy I6S.

Such were the barbarians , and fuch the tyrants,
who , under the reigns of Valerian and Gallienus,
difmembered the provinces , and reduced the empire
to the loweft pitch of difgrace and ruin , from whence
it feemed impoffible that it should ever emerge . As
far as the barrennefs of materials would permit , we
have attempted to trace , with order and perfpicuity,
the general events , of that calamitous period . There
ftill remain fome particular fâ ts ; I. The diforders
of Sicily ; II . The tumults of Alexandria ; and ,
III . The rebellion of the Ifaurians , which may ferve
to reflect a ftrong light on the horrid picture.

I . Whenever numerous troops of banditti , mul¬
tiplied by fuccefs and impunity , publicly defy , inftead
of eluding the juftice of their country , we may fafely
infer , that the exceffive weaknefs of the government
is felt and abufed by the loweft ranks of the commu¬
nity . The fituation of Sicily preferved it from the
barbarians ; nor could the difarmed province have
fupported an ufurper . The bufferings of that once
flourishing and ftill fertile island , were inflicted by
bafer hands . A licentious crowd of slaves and peafants
reigned for a while over the plundered country,
and renewed the memory of the fervile wars of
more ancient times 165. Devaluations , of which the
husbandman was either the victim or the accomplice,
muft have ruined the agriculture of Sicily ; and as
the principal eftates were the property of the opulent
fenators of Rome , who often enclofed within a farm
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the territory of an old republic , it is not improbable,
that this private injury might affect the capital more
deeply , than all the conquefts of the Goths or the
Perfians.

II . The foundation of Alexandria was a noble

defign , at once conceived and executed by the fon
of Philip . The beautiful and regular form of that
great city , fecond only to Rome itfelf , comprehended
a circumference of fifteen miles I7°; it was peopled by
three hundred thoufand free inhabitants , befides at
leaft an equal number of slaves I7' . The lucrative
trade of Arabia and India flowed through the port
of Alexandria to the capital and provinces of the
empire . Idlenefs was unknown . Some were employed
in blowing of glafs , others in weaving of linen,
others again in manufacturing the papyrus .Either fex,
and every age , was engaged in the purfuits of
induftry , nor did even the blind or the lame want oc¬
cupations fuited to their condition I71. But the people
of Alexandria , a various mixture of nations , united
the vanity and inconftancy of the Greeks , with the
fuperftition and obftinacy of the Egyptians . The
moft trifling occafion , a tranfient fcarcity of flesh
or lentils , the neglect of an accuftomed falutation ,
a miftake of precedency in the public baths , or even
a religious difpute 173, were at any time fufficient to
kindle a fedition among that vaft multitude , whofe
refentments were furious and implacable I7k After the
captivity of Valerian and the infolence of his fon
had relaxed the authority of the lav ŝ , the Alexan¬
drians abandoned themfelves to the ungoverned rage
of their paifions , and their unhappy country was the
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theatre of a civil war , which continued (with a few
short and fufpicious truces ) above twelve years 17\
All intercourfe was cut off between the feveral
quarters of the afflicted city , every ftreet was polluted
with blood , every building of ftrength converted
into a citadel ; nor did the tumults fubfide , till a
confiderable pare of Alexandria was irretrievably
ruined . The fpacious and magnificent dfflrict of
Bruchion , with its palaces and mufaeum , the
refidence of the kings and philofophers of Egypt,
is defcribed above a century afterwards , as already
reduced to its prefent Hate of dreary folitude I,s.

111. The obfcure rebellion of Trebellianus , who
affumed the purple in Ifauria , a petty province of
Aha Minor , was attended with ftrange and meT
morable confequences . The pageant of royalty
was foon deftroyed by an officer of Gallienus;
but his followers , defpairing of mercy , refolved
to shake off their allegiance , not only to the
emperor , but to the empire , and fuddenly returned
to the favage manners , from which they had never
perfectly been reclaimed . Their craggy rocks , a
branch of the wide - extended Taurus , protected
their inacceffible retreat . The tillage of fome fertile
vallies 177  fupplied them with neceffaries , and a
habit of rapine with the luxuries of life. In the
heart of the Roman monarchy , the Ifaurians
long continued a nation of wild barbarians . Suc¬
ceeding princes , unable to reduce them to obedience
either by arms or policy , were compelled to
acknowledge their weaknefs , by furrounding the
hoftile and independent fpot , with a ftrong chain
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of fortifications 178, which often proved infufficient
to reftrain the incurfions of thele domeftic foes.
The Ifaurians , gradually extending their territoryto the fea - coaft , fubdued the weftern and moun¬
tainous part of Cilicia , formerly the neft of thofe
daring pirates , againft whom the republic had once
been obliged to exert its utmoft force , under the
conduct of the great Pompey I7h

Our habits of thinking fo fondly connect the
order of the univerfe with the fate of man , that
this gloomy period of hiftory has been decorated
with inundations -, earthquakes , uncommon me¬
teors , preternatural darknefs , and a crowd of
prodigies fictitious or exaggerated I8°. But a long
and general famine was a calamity of a more ferious
kind . It was the inevitable confequence of rapine
and opprellion , which extirpated the produce of
the prefent , and the hope of future harvefls.
Famine is almoft always followed by epidemical
difeafes , the effect of fcanty and unwholefomefood . Other caufes muft however have contributed
to the furious plague , which , from the year two
hundred and fifty , to the year two hundred and
fixty - five , raged without interruption in every
province , every city , and almoft every family,
of the Roman empire . During fome time five
thoufand perfons died daily in Rome ; and many
towns , that had efcaped the hands of the barba¬
rians , were entirely depopulated 1SI.

We have the knowledge of a very curious cir-
cumftance , of fome ufe perhaps in the melancholy
calculation of human calamities . An exact regifter
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was kept at Alexandria , of all the citizens entitled
to receive the diftribution of corn. It was found,
that the ancient number of thofe comprifed between
the ages of forty and feventy , had been equal to
the whole fum of claimants , from fourteen to
fourfcore years of age , who remained alive after
the reign of Gallienus I8\ Applying this authentic
fact to the mod correct tables of mortality , it
evidently proves , that above half the people of
Alexandria had perished ; and could we venture
to extend the analogy to the other provinces , we
might fufpect , that war , peftilence , and famine,
had confumed , in a few years , the moiety of
the human fpecies I83.

END Ol - THE FIRST VOLUME .'
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