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CHMAP XTI

Conduct of the Army and Senate after the Death of
Aurelian. — Reigns of Tacitus, Probus, Carus,
and his Sons.

CHAP, SUCH was the unhappy condition of the Roman
Ex;\;ig;di_ emperors, that, whatever might be their conduct,
nary coi. their fate was commonly the fame. A life of
:‘{_Z:;'m pleafure or virtue, of feverity or mildnefls, of
army ana 10dolence or glory, alike led to an untimely grave;
the fenate and almolt every reign is clofed by the fame
g difgufting repetition of treafon and murder. The
an empe-  death of Aurelian, however, is remarkable by its
i extraordinary confequences. The legions admired,
lamented , and revenged, their victorious chief.
The artifice of his perfidious fecretary was difco-
vered and punished. The deluded confpirators
attended the funeral of their injured fovereign,
with fincere or well-feigned contrition, and fub-
mitted to the unanimous refolution of the military
order, which was fignified by the following epiftle.
» The brave and fortunate armies to the fenate
» and people of Rome. The crime of one man,
» and the error of many, have deprived us of the
» late emperor Aurelian. May it pleafe you ,
» venerable lords and fathers! to place him i1n
»» the number of the gods , and to appoint a
» fucceffor whom your judgment shall declare

» worthy of the Imperial purple! None of thole,
» whofe guilt or misfortune have contributed to

our
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» our lofs, shall ever reign over us . > The
Roman fenators heard , without furprife, that
another emperor had been affaflinated in his camp:
they fecretly rejoiced in the fall of Aurelian; bat
the modeft and dutiful addrels of the legions ,
when it was communicated in full affembly by
the conful, diffufed the moft pleafing aftonichment.
Such honours as fear and perhaps efteem could
extort, they liberally poured forth on the memory
of their deceafed fovereign. Such acknowledgments
as gratitude could infpire, they returned to the
faithful armies of the republic, who entertained
fo juft a fenfe of the legal authority of the fenate
1 the choice of an emperor. Yet, notwithftanding
this flattering appeal , the moft prudent of the
affembly declined expofing their fafety and dignity
to the caprice of an armed multitude. The ftrength
of tite legions was, indeed, a pledge of their fincerity,
fince thofe who may command are feldom reduced
to the necefiity of diffembling ; but could it naturally
be expected, that a hafly repentance would correct
the inveterate habits of fourlcore years? Should the
foldiers relapfe into their accuftomed feditions, their
infolence might difgrace the majefly of the fenate,
and prove fatal to the object of its choice. Motives
like thefe dictated a decree, by which the election
of a new emperor was referred to the fuffrage of
the military order.

The contention that enfued is one of the beft
attefted, but moft improbable events in the hiftory
of mankind *. The troops, as if fatiated with the
exercife of power, again conjured the fenate to
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invelt one of its own body with the Imperial
purple. The fenate fill perfited in its refufal;
the army in its requeft. The reciprocal offer was
prefled and rejected at leaft three times, and
whillt the obftinate modefty of either party was
refolved to receive a mafter from the hands of the
other, eight months infenfibly elapfed: an amazing
period of tranquil anarchy, during which the Roman
world remained without a fovereign, without an
ufurper, and without a fedition. The generals and
magiftrates appointed by Aurelian continued to
execute their ordinary functions; and it is obferved,
that a proconful of Afia was the only confiderable
perfon removed from his office, in the whole courfe
of the interregnum.

An event fomewhat fimilar, but much lefs
authentic, is fuppofed to have happened after the
death of Romulus, who, in his life and character,
bore fome affinity with Aurelian. The throne was
vacant during twelve months, till the election of
a Sabine philofopher, and the public peace was
guarded in the fame manner, by the union of the
feveral orders of the ftate. But, in the time of
Numa and Romulus, the arms of the people were
controlled by the authority of the Patricians; and
the balance of freedom was eafily preferved in a
fmall and virtuous community ’. The decline of
the Roman ftate, far different from its infancy,
was attended with every circumftance that could ba-
nish from an interregnum the profpect of obedience
and harmony : an immenfe and tumultuous capital,
a wide extent of empire, the fervile equality of
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delpotifm, an army of four handied thoufand
mercenari¢s, and the expeiience of fiequent revo-
lutions. Yet, notwithflanding all thele temptations,
the difcipline and memory of Aurelian Rill refirained
the feditions temper of the troops, as well as the
fatal ambicion of their leaders. The flower of the
legions maintained their ftations on the banks of
the Bofphorus, and the Imperial ftandard awed the
lefs powerful camps of Rome and of che provinces.
A generous though tranfient enthufiafm feemed to
animate the military order ; and we may hope
that a few real patriots cultivated the returning
friendship of the army and the fenate, as the only
expedient capable of reftoring the republic to its
ancient beauty and vigour.

On the twenty-fifth of September, near eight
months after the murder of Aurelian, the conful
convoked an affembly of the fenate, and reported
the doubtful and dangerous fituation of the empire.
He slightly infinvated, that the precarious loyalty
of the foldiers depended on the chance of every
hour, and of every accident; but he reprefented,
with the moft convincing eloquence, the various
dangers that might attend any farther delay in the
choice of an emperor. Intelligence, he faid | was
already received, that the Germans had palfed the
Rhine, and occupied fome of the ftrongeft and
moft opulent cities of Gaul. The ambition of the
Perfian king kept the Eaft in perpetual alarms ;
Egypt, Africa, and Illyricum, were expofed to
foreign and domelftic arms, and the levity of Syria
would prefer even a female fceptre to the fancticy
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of the Roman laws. The conful then addreffing
himfelf to Tacitus , the firt of the fenators *,
required his opinion on the important "fubject of
a proper candidate for the vacant throne.

If we can prefer perfonal merit to accidental
greatnefs , we shall efteem the birth of Tacitus
more truly noble than that of kings. He claimed his
defcent from the philofophic hiftorian, whofe wri-
tings will inftruct the laft generations of mankind .
The fenator Tacitus was then feventy-five years of
age °. The long period of his innocent life was
adorned with wealth and honours. He had twice
been invefted with the confular dignity 7, and
enjoyed with elegance and fobriety his ample
patrimony of between two and three millions
fterling °. The experience of fo many princes,
whom he had efleemed or endured, from the vain
follies of Elagabalus to the ufeful rigour of Aurelian,
tanght him to form a juft eftimate of the duties,
the dangers, and the temptations, of their fublime
ftation. From the affiduous ftudy of his immortal
anceftor he derived the knowledge of the Roman’
conftitution, and of human pature °.- The voice
of the people had already named Tacitus as the
citizen the moft worthy of empire. The ungrateful
rumour reached his ears, and induced him to feek
the . retirement of one of his willas in Campania.
He had paffed two months in the delightful privacy
of Baiz , when he reluctantly obeyed the fummons
of the conful to refume his honourable place in
the fenate, and to affift the republic with his
counfels on this important occafion.




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 53

He arofe to fpeak , when, from every quarter
of the houle, he was faluted with the names of
Auguftus and Emperor. ,, Tacitus Auguftus, the
» gods preferve thee, we chufe thee for our fovereign,
» to thy care we intruft the republicand the world.
» Accept the empire from the authority of the
» fenate. It is due to thy rank, to thy conduct,
» to thy manners. ” As foon as the tumult of
acclamations fubfided, Tacitus attempted to decline
the dangerous honour, and to exprefs his wonder,
that they should elect his age and infirmities to
fucceed the marual vigour of Aurelian. , Are
» thele limbs, confeript fathers! fitted to fuftain
» the weight of armour, or to practife the exercifes
» of the camp? The variety of climates, and the
» hardships of a military life , would foon opprefls
» a feeble conftitution, which fubfifts only by
» the moft tender management. My exhaufted
» [irength fcarcely enables me to difcharge the
» duty of a fenator; how infufficient would it
» prove to the arduous labours of war and govern-
» ment? Can you hope, that the legions will
» refpect a weak old man, whofe days have been
» Ipent in the shade of peace and retirement? Can
» youdefire that I should ever find realon to regret
» the favourable opinion of the fenate °? ”

The reluctance of Tacitus, and it might poffibly
be fincere; was encountered by the affectionate ob-
ftinacy of the fenate. Five hundred voices repeated
at once, in eloquent confufion, that the greateft
of the Roman princes, Numa,-Trajan, Hadrian,

- and the Antonines, had afcended the throne in a

D3

CHAP,
XII.
He is elect-
ed empe.
TOr,

and =ac-
cepts the
purple.




CHAP.
XIL

Authority
of the fe-

nate.

¢4+ THE DECLINE AND FALL

very advanced feafon of life; that the mind, not
the body. a fovereign, not a foldier, was the
object of their choice; and that they expected
from him no more than to guide by his wifdom
the valour of the legions. Thefe prefling though
tumultvary inftances were feconded by a more re-
gular oration of Metius Falconius, the next on the
confular bench to Tacitus himfelf He reminded
the alfembly of the evils which Rome had endured
from the vices of headftrong and capricious youths,
congratulated them on the election of a virtuous
and experienced fenator, and, with a manly, tBougIz
perhaps a felfish, freedom, exhorted Tacitus to
remember the realons of his elevation, and to
feck a fucceffor, not in his own family, but in
the republic. The fpeech of Faleonius was enforced
by a general acclamation. The emperor elect
{ubmitted to the authority of his country, and
received the voluntary homage of his equals. The
judgment of the fenate was confirmed by the con-
fent of the Roman people , and of the Prxtorian
guards ™,

The adminiftration of Tacitus was not unworth
of his life and principles. A grateful fervant of the
fenate, he confidered that national council as the
author, and himfelf as the fubject, of the laws ™.
He ftudied to heal the wounds which Imperial
pride, civil difcord, and military violence, had
inflicted on the conflitution, and to reftore, at
leaft, the image of the ancient republic, as it had
been preferved by the policy, of Auguftus, and
the virtues of Trajan and the Antonines. It may
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not be ulelefs to recapitulate fome of the molt
important prerogatives which the fenate appeared
to have regained by the election of Tacitus .
1. To invelt one of their body, under the title
of emperor, with the general command of the ar-
mies and the government of the frontier provinces.
2. To determine the lift, or as it was then ftyled,
the College of Confuls. They were twelve in
number, who, in fucceffive pairs, each, during
the Ipace of two months, filled the year, and
reprefented the dignity of that ancient office. The
authority of the fenate, in the nomination of the
confuls , was exercifed with fuch independent
freedom, that no regard was paid to an irregular
requeft of the emperor in favour of his brother
Florianus. 5 The fenate, ” exclaimed Tacitus,
with the honeft tranfport of a patriot, » underftand
» the character of a prince whom they have chofen.”
3. To appoint the proconfuls and prefidents of the
provinces, and to confer on all the magiftrates
their civil jurifdiction. 4. To receiveappeals through
the intermediate office of the przfect of the city from
all the tribunals of the empire. 5. To give force and
validity, by their decrees, to fuch as they should
approve of the emperor’s edicts. 6. To thefle feveral
branches of authority, we may add fome infpection
over the finances, fince, even in the ftern reign
of Aurelian, it was in their power to divert a
part of the revenue from the public fervice ™.

. Circular epiftles were fent, without delay, to
all the ‘principal cities of the empire , Treves,
Milan, Aquileia, Theflalonica, Gorinth, Athens,
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cuar, Antioch, Alexandria, and Carthage, to claim their

HIL obedience , and to inform them of the happy

revolution, which had reftored the Roman fenate

to its ancient dignity. Two of thefe epiftles are

ftill extant. We likewife poffels two very fingular

fragments of the private correfpondence of the

fenators on this occafion. They difcover the moft

exceflive joy , and the moft unbounded hopes.

ss Caft awuy your indolence;” it is thus that one

of the fenators addrelles his friend, ,, emerge from

» your retirements of Baiz and Puteoli. Give your.

» lelf to the city, to the fenate. Rome flourishes,

» the whole republic flourishes. Thanks to the

» Roman army, to an army truly Roman ; at

s length , we have recovered our juft authority,

» the end of all our defires. We hear appeals ,

» Wwe appoint ‘proconfuls , we create emperors;

» perhaps too we may reftrain them — to the

» wife, a word is fuflicient’ ™. ”’ Thefe lofty )

expectations were, however, foon difappointed;

nor, indeed, was it poflible , that the armies and

the provinces should long obey the luxurious and

unwarlike nobles of Rome. On the slighteft touch,

the unfupported fibric of their pride and power

fell to the ground. The expiring fenate difplayed

a fudden luftre, blazed for a moment, and was
extinguished for ever.

i.p.ave.  Allthat had yet paffed at Rome was no more

racitus is  than atheatrical reprefentation, unlefs it was ratified

by the more fubflantial prwerrthe legions. Leaving

the fenators to enjoy their dream of freedom and

ambition , Tacitus proceeded to the Thracian camp,
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and was there, by the Prxctorian prafect, prefented
to the affembled troops, as the prince whom they
themfelves had demanded, and whom the fenate
had beftowed. As foon as the prefect was filent,
the emperor addrefled himfelf to the foldiers with
eloquence and propriety. He gratified their avarice
by a liberal diftribution of treafure , under the
names of pay and donative. He engaged thei

efteem by a {Ipirited declaration, that although
his age wmight difable him from the performance of
military exploits , his counfels should never be
unworthy of a Roman general, the fucceffor of
the brave Aurelian *.

Whilft the deceafed emperor was making prepa-
rations for a fecond expedition into the Ealt, he
had negociated with the Alani, a Scythian people,
who pitched their tents in the neighbourhood of
the lake Meeotis. Thofe barbarians, allured by
prefents and fubfidies, had promifed to invade
Perfia with a numerous body of ‘light cavalry,
They were faithful to their engagements; but when
they arrived on the Roman froatier; Aurelian was
already dead, the defign of the Perfian war was
at leaft fufpended, and the generals, who, during
their interregnum, exercifed a doubtful authority,
were unprepared either to receive or to oppofe
them. Provoked by fuch treatment, which they
confidered as trifling and perfidious, the Alani
had recourfe to their own valour for their payment
and revenge; and as they moved with the ufual
fwiftnefs of Tartars, they had foon fpread themfelves
over the provinces of Pontus , Cappadocia, Cilicia,
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and Galatia. The legions, who from the oppofite
shores of the Bofphorus could almoft diftinguish
the flames of the cities and villages, impatiently
urged their general to lead them again{t the inva-
ders. The conduct of Tacitus was fuitable to his age
and ftation. He convinced the barbarians, of the
faith, as well as of the power, of the empire.
Great numbers of the Alani, appeafed by the
punctual difcharge of the engagements which
Aurelian had contracted with them , relinquished
their booty and captives, and quietly retreated
to their own deferts, beyond the Phafis. Againft
the remainder who refufed peace , the Roman
emperor waged , in perfon, a fuccelsful war.
Seconded by an army of brave and experienced
veterans, in a few weeks he delivered the provinces
of Afia from the terror of the Scythian invafion *’.

But the glory and life of Tacitus were of short
duration. Tranfported, in the depth of winter,
from the foft retirement of Campania, to the foot
of mount Caucafus, he funk under the unaccuftomed
hardships of a military life. The fatigues of the body
were aggravated by the cares of the mind. For a
while, the angry and felfish paffions of the foldiers
had been fulpended by the enthufiafm of public
virtue. They foon broke out with redoubled
violence, and raged in the camp, and even in
the tent, of the aged emperor. His mild and
amiable character ferved only to infpire contempt,
and he was inceflantly tormented with factions
which he could not affuage , and by demands
which it was impoffible to fatisfy. Whatever
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flattering expectations he had conceived of recon-
ciling the public diforders , Tacitus foon was
convinced , that the hcemloufncfs of the army
difdained the feeble reftraint of laws, and his laft
hour was haftened by anguith and difappointment.
1t may be doubtful whether the foldiers imbrued
their hands in the blood of this innocent prince **,
It is certain, that their infolence was the caule of
his death, He expired at Tyana in Cappadocia,
after a reign of only fix months and about twenty
days *’.

The eyes of Tacitus were {carcely clofed before
his brother Florianus shewed himfelf unworthy to
reign, by the hafty ufurpation of the purple, without
expecting the approbation of the fenate. The reve-
rence for the Roman conftitution, which yet
influenced the camp and the provinces, was fuffi-
ciently ftrong to difpofe them to cenfure, but
not to provoke them to oppole, the precipitate
ambition of Florianus. The difcontent would have
evaporated in idle murmurs, had not the general
of the Eaft, the heroic Probus, boldly declared
himfelf the avenger of the fenate. The conteft,
however, was ftill unequal; nor could the moft
able leader, at the head of the effeminate troops
of Egypt and Syria, encounter, with any hopes
of victory, the legions of Europe, whole irrefiftible
ftrength appeared to fupport the brother of Tacitus.
But the fortune and activity of Probus triumphed
over every obftacle. The hardy veterans of his
rival, accultomed to cold climates, fickened and
confumed away .in the fultry heats-of Cilicia ,
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where the fummer proved remarkably unwholelo-
me. Their pumbers were diminished by frequent
defertion, the pafles of the mountains were feebly
defended; Tarfus opened its gates, and the foldiers
of Florianus, when they had permitted him to en-
joy the Imperial title about three months, delivered
the empire from civil war by the eafy facrifice of
a prince whom they defpifed *".

The perpetual revolutions of the throne had fo
perfectly erafed every notion of hereditary right, that
the family: of an unfortunate emperor was incapable
of exciting the jealoufy of his fucceffors. The
children of Tacitus and Florianus were permitted
to defcend into a private ftation, and to mingle
with the general mafs of the people. Their poverty
indeed became an additional fafeguard to therr
mnocence. When Tacitus was elected by the
fenate , ‘he refigned his ample patrimony to the
public fervice **, an act' of generofity {pecious in
appearance , but which evidently dilclofed his
intention of tranfmitting the empire to his defcen-
dants. The only confolation of their fallen flate,
was the remembrance of tranfient greatnefs, and
a diftant hope, the child of a flattering prophecy,
that at the end of a thoufand years, a monarch
of the race of Tacitus should arife, the protector
of the fenate, the reftorer of Rome, and the con-
queror of the whole earth **.

The peaflants of Illyricum , who had already given
Clandius and Aurelian to the finking empire, had

3

Above twenty years before, the emperor Valerian,
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" with his ufual penetration, had difcovered the cuar.
‘ rifing merit of the young foldier, on whom he X
conferred the rank of tribune, long before the age
A preferibed by the military regulations. The tribune
{oon juftified his choice, by a victory over a great
body of Sarmatians, in which he faved the life of
a near relation of Valerian; and deferved to recei-
ve from the emperor’s hand the collars, bracelets,
fpears , and banners , the mural and the civic
crown, and all the honourable rewards referved
by ancient Rome for fuccefsful valour. The third,
2 and afterwards the tenth, legion were intrufted
to the command of Probus, who, in every ftep
of his promotion, shewed himfelf fuperior to the
3 ftation which he filled. Africa and Pontus, the
e Rhine , the Danube , the Euphratesi, and the
Nile, by turns afforded him the moft fplendid
occafions of difplaying his perfonal prowefs and
his conduct in war. Aurelian was indebted to him
for the conqueft of Egypt, and ftill more indebted
for the honelt courage with which he often checked
the cruelty of his mafter. Tacitus, who defired
by the abilities of his generals to fupply his own
deficiency of military talents, named him commander
in chiet of all the eallern provinces, with five
times theufual falary, the promife of the confulship,
and the hope of a trinmph. When Probus afcended
i the Imperial throne, he was about forty-four years
of age **; in the full pofleflion of his fame, of the
love of the army, and of a mature vigour of mind
and body.
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His acknowledged merit, and the fuccefs of his
arms againft Florianus, left him without an enemy
or a competitor. Yet, if we may credit his own
profefiions, very far from being defirous of the
empire, he had accepted it with the moft {incere
reluctance. , But it is no longer in my power, ”
fays Probus, in a private letter, , to lay down
» a title fo full of envy and of danger. 1 muft
» continue to perfonate the character which the
» foldiers have impofed upon me **. ” His dutiful
addrefs to the fenate difplayed the fentiments, or
at leaft the language, of a Roman patriot: ,, When
» you elected one of your order, confeript fathers!
» to fucceed the emperor Aurelian, you acted in
» a manner fuitable to your juftice and wifdom.
» For you are the legal fovereigns of the world,
» and the power which you derive from your
»» anceftors, will defcend to your pofterity. Happy
»» would it have been, if Florianus, inftead of
» ulurping the purple of his brother, like a private
»» inheritance, had expected what your majefty
,» might determine , either in his favour, or in
» that of any other perfon. The prudent foldiers
»» have punished his rashnefs. To me they have
,, offered the title of Auguftus. But I fubmit to
» your clemency my pretenfions and my merits **.”
When this refpectful epiftle was read by the conful,
the fenators were unable to difguife their fatisfaction,
that Probus should conde{cend thus humbly to folicit
a feeptre which he already poffefled. They celebrated
with the warmelt gratitude his virtues, his exploits,
and above all his moderation. A decrec immediately




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 63

paffed , without a diffenting voice, to ratify the
election of the ealtern armies, and to confer on
their chief all the feveral branches of the Imperial
dignity : the names of Cwfar and Auvgultus, the
title of Father of his country, the right of making
in the fame day three motions in the fenate *,
the office of Pontifex Maximus , the tribunitian
power, and the proconfular command; a mode
of inveftiture, which, though it feemed to multi-
ply the authority of the emperor, expreffed the
conftitution of the ancient republic. The reign of
Probus correfponded with this fair beginning.
The fenate was permitted to direct the civil admi-
niftration of the empire. Their faithful general
afferted the honour of the Roman arms, and often
laid at their feet crowns of gold and barbaric trophies,
the fruits of his numerous victories *°, Yet, whilft
he gratified their vanity, he muft fecretly have
defpifed their indolence and weaknefs. Though it
was every moment in their power to repeal the
difgraceful edict of Gallienus, the proud fucceflors
of the Scipios patiently acquiefced in their exclu-
fion from all military employments. They foon
experienc¢ed , that thofe who refufe the fword,
muft renounce the fceptre.

The firength of Aurelian had crushed on ever
fide the enemies of Rome. After his death they
feemed to revive with an increafe of fury and of
nambers. They were again vanquished by the
active vigour of Probus, who, in a short reign
of about fix years *”, equalled the fame of ancient
heroes , and reffored peace and order to every
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province of the Roman world. The dangerous
frontier of Rhztia he fo firmly fecured, that he
lefc it without the fufpicion of an enemy. He
broke the wandering power of the Sarmatian tribes,
and by the terror of his arms compelled thofe bar-
barians to relinquish their fpoil. The Gothic nation
courted the alliance of fo warlike an emperor **.
He attacked the Ifaurians in their mountains, be-
fieged and took feveral of their firongelt caftles ™,
and flattered himfelf that he had for ever fup-
prefled a domeftic foe, whole independence fo
deeply wounded the majefly of the empire. The
troubles excited by the ufurper Firmus in the
Upper Egypt, had never been perfectly appeafed,
and the cities of Ptolemais and Coptos, fortified
by the alliance of the Blemmyes, ftill maintained
an obfcure rebellion. The chaftifement of thofe
cities, and of their auxiliaries the favages of the
South, is faid to have alarmed the court of Perfia %,
and the Great King fued in vain for the friendship
of. Probus. Moft of the exploits which diltin-
guished his reign, were atchieved by the perfonal
valour and conduct of the emperor, infomuch that
the writer of his life expreffes fome amazement
how, in fo short a time, a fingle man could be
prefent in fo many diftant wars. The remaining
actions he intrufted - to the care of his lientenants,
the judicious choice of whom forms no inconfi-
derable part of his glory. Carus, Biocletian,
Maximian, Conftantius, Galerius, Afclepiodatus,
Annibalianus, and a crowd of other chiefs, who
afterwards afcended or fupported the throne, were
trained
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trained to arms in the fevere fchool of Aurelian
and Probus .

But the moft important fervice which Probus
rendered to the republic, was the deliverance of
Gaul, and the recovery of feventy flouri:hing
cities oppreffed by the barbarians of Germany,
who, fince the death of Aurelian, had ravaged
that great province with impunity *. Among
the various multitude of thole fierce invaders, we
may diﬂ:iuguish, with fome degree of clearnefs,
three great armies, or rather nations, fucceffively
vmqm hui by the valour of Probus. He drove
back the Francs into their moraffes; a defcriptive
circum{tance from whence we may infer; that the
confederacy known by the manly ﬂppelhtmn of
Free, 1l:erdy occupied the flat maritime country,
interfected and almoft overflowa by the ftagnating
waters of the Rhine, and that feveral tribes of
the Frifians and Batavians had acceded to their
alliance. He vanquished the Burgundians, a con-
fiderable people of the Vandalic race. They had
wandered in quelt of booty from the banks of the
Oder to thofe of the Seine. They eftecmed them-
felves fufficiently fortunate to purchafe, by the
reftitution of all their booty, the permiffion of
an undifturbed retreat. They attempted to elude
that article of the treaty. Their punishment was
immediate and terrible **. But of zll the invaders
of Gaul, the moft formidable were the Lygians , a
diftant people who reigned over a wide domain on
the frontiers of Poland and Silefia **. In the Lygzian
nation, the Arii held the firft rank by their num~

Vol. IL E

CHAT,
XIL

A.D, 277,
He deli-
vers Gaul
from the
invafion of
the Gera
mans 4




CHAP.
XII.

66 'THE DECLINE AND FALL

bers and fiercenefs. « The Arii (it is thus that
,» they are delcribed by the energy of Tacitus )
» fludy to improve by art and circumftances the
,, innate terrors of their barbarifm. Their shields
, are black , their bodies are painted black. They
., chufe for the combat the darkeft hour of the
5 night. Their hoft advances, covered as it were
. with a funereal shade ’’; nor do they often
» find an enemy capable of fuftaining fo [trange
» and infernal an afpect. Of all our fenfes, the
» eyes are the firft vanquished in battle *.” Yet
the arms and difcipline of the Romans eafily dif-
comfited thefe horrid phantoms. The Lygii were
defeated in a general engagement, and Semno,
the moft renowned of their chiefs, fell alive into
the hands of Probus. That prudent emperor,
unwilling to reduce a brave people to defpair,
granted them an honourable capitulation, and
permitted them to return in fafety to their native
country. But the loffes which they fuffered in the
arch, the battle, and the retreat, broke the
power of the nation: nor is the Lygian name ever
repeated in the hiftory either of Germany or of
the empire. The deliverance of Gaul is reported
to have coft the lives of four hundred thoufand of
the invaders; a work of labour to the Romans,
and of expence to the emperor, who gave a piece
of gold for the head of every barbarian *’. But as
the fame of warriors is built on the deftruction
of human kind, we may naturally fufpect, that
the fanguinary account was multiplied by the
avarice of the foldiers, and accepted without any
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very fevere examination by the hbc.ml vanity of
Probus.

Since the expedition of Maximin, the Roman
generals had confined their ambition to a defen-
five war againft the nations of Germany, who
perpetually preffed on the frontiers of the empire.
The more daring Probus purfued his Gallic victo-
ries, paflfed the Rhine, and difplayed his invincible
eagles on the banks of the Elbe and the Necker.
He was fully convinced, that nothing could re-
concile the minds of the barbarians to peace, unlefs
they experienced in their own country the calami-
ties of war. Germany, exhaufted by the ill fuccefs
of the lalt emieration , was aftoniched by his s pre-
feace. Nine of the moft confiderable princes repair-
ed to his camp, and fell profltrate at his feet. Such
a treaty was humbly received by the Germans,
as it pleafled the conquerqr to dictate. He exacted
a ftrict reftitution of the effects and captives which
they had carried away from the provinces; and
obliged their own magiftrates to punich the more
obftinate robbers who prefumed to detain any
part of the fpoil. A confiderable tribute of corn,
cattle , and horfes, the only wealth of barharians,
was relerved for the ule of the fe_AHifnnS wmch
Probus eftablished on the limits of thei r tercitory.
He even entertained fome thoughts of cnmpellmq
the Germans to relinquish the exercife of arms,
and to truft their differences to the juftice, their
fafety to the power, of Rome. To a accomplish
thefe falutary ends, the conftant refidence of an
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Imperial governor, fupported by a numerous army,
was indifpenfably requifite. Probus therefore judged
it more expedient to defer the execution of fo great
a defign; which was indeed rather of {pecious than
folid utility *°. Had Germany been reduced into
the ftate of a province, the Romans, with im-
menfe labour and expence, would have acquired
only a more extenfive boundary to defend againft
the fiercer and more active barbarians of Scythia.
Inftead of reducing the warlike natives of Ger-
many to the condition of fubjects, Probus con-
tented himfelf with the humble expedient of rai-
fing a bulwark againft their inroads. The country,
which now forms the circle of Swabia, had been
lefc defert in the age of Auguftus by the emigra-
tion of its ancient inhabitants **. The fertility of
the foil foon attracted a new colony from the ad-
jacent provinces of Gaul. Crowds of adventurers,
of aroving temper and of defperate fortunes , occu-
pied the doubtful poffeffion , and acknowledged,
by the payment of tythes, the majefty of the em-
pire **. To protect thefe new fubjects, a line of
frontier garrifons was gradually extended from the
Rhine to the Danube. About the reign of Hadrian,
when that mode of defence began to be practifed,
thefe garrifons were connected and covered by a
firong intrenchment of trees and palifades. In the
place of fo rude a bulwark, the emperor Probus
conftructed a ftone-wall of a confiderable height,
and ftrengthened it by towers at convenient dif-
tances. From the neighbourhood of New(tadt and
Ratisbon on the Dauube, it ftretched acrofs hills,
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vallies, rivers, and moraflfes, as far as Wimpfen cHar,

on the Necker, and at length terminated on the Al
. banks of the Rhine, after a winding courfe of
1 near two hundred miles **. This important barrier,
] uniting the two mighty Qireams that protected the
: provinces of Europe, feemed to fill up the vacant
! fpace through which the barbarians, and particu-
larly the Alemanni, could penetrate with the
greateft facility into the heart of the empire. But the
experience of the world from China to Britain, has
expofed the vain attempt of fortifying any exten-
five tract of country **. An active enemy, who
can felect and vary his points of attack, muft,
in the end, difcover fome feeble fpot or fome
unguarded moment. The ftrength, as well as the
attention, of the defenders is divided; and fuch
. are the blind effects of terror on the firmeft troops ,
that a line broken in a fingle place is almoft
inftantly deferted. The fate of the wall which
) Probus erected, may confirm the general obfer-
vation. Within a few years after his death, it
was overthrown by the Alemanni. [Its fcattered
ruins , univerfally afcribed to the power of the
Dzmon, now ferve only to excite the wonder
, of the Swabian peafant.
] Among the ufeful conditions of peace impofed by  ntrodse-
Probus on the vanquished nations of Germany, ;i,““, 2
was the obligation of fupplying the Roman army P
with (ixteen thoufand recruits, the brave{t and moft bvarians
robuft of their youth. The emperor difperfed them
through all the provinces, and diftributed this dan-
gerous reinforcement in fmall bands of fifty or fixty
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each, among the national troops ; judiciously obfer-
ving, that theaid which the republic derived from
the barbarians, should be felt but not feen **. Their
aid was now become neceffary. The feeble elegance
of Italy and the internal provinces could no longer
fupport the weight of arms. The hardy frontier
of the Rhine and Danube {till produced minds and
bodies equal to the labours of the camp; but a
perpetual feries of wars had graduvally diminished
their numbers. The infrequency of marriage , and ‘
the ruin of agriculture, affected the principles of

population ; and not only deftroyed the ftrength of
the prefent, but intercepted the hope of future
generations. 'The wifdom of Probus embraced a
great and beneficial plan ofreplenishing the exhauft-
ed frontiers, by new colonies of captive or fugitive
barbarians, on whom he bellowed lands, cattle,
inftruments of husbandry , and every encouragement
that might engage them to educate a race of foldiers
for the fervice of the republic. Into Britain, and
moft probably into Cambridge:-hire **, he tranfport-
ed a confiderable body of Vandals. The impofii-
bility of an efcape reconciled them to their fituation,
and in the fubfequent troubles of that island, they
approved themfelves the moft faithful fervants of
the ftate . Great numbers of Franks and Gepidz
were fettled on the banks of the Danube and the
Rhine. An hundred thoufand Baftarnx, expelled
from their own country , cheerfully accepted an
eftablishment in Thrace, and foon imbibed the
manners and fentiments of Roman fubjects *°. But
the expectations of Probus were tco often difap-
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pointed. The impatience and idlenefs of the barba-
rians could ill brook the slow labours of agriculture.
Their unconquerable love of freedom, rifing againft
defpotifm, provoked them into hafty rebellions,
alike fatal to themfelves and to the provinces *’;
nor could thele artificial fupplies , however repeated
by fucceeding emperors, reftore the important limit
of Gaul and Illyricum to its ancient and native
vigour.

OFf all the barbarians who abandoned their new
fettlements, and difturbed the public tranquillity,
a very [mall number returned to their own country.
For a short feafon they might wander in arms
through the empire ; but in the end they were
furely deftroyed by the power of a warlike emperor.
The fuccelsful rashnels of a party, of Franks was
attended, however, with fuch memorable confe-
quences, that it ought not to be paffed unnoticed.
They had been eftablished by Probus, on the fea-
coalt of Pontus, with a view of ftrengthening the
frontier againft the inroads of the Alani. A fleet
fiationed in one of the harbours of the Euxine,
ell into the hands of the Franks; and they refolved,
through unknown feas, to explore their way from
the mouth of the Phafis to that of the Rhine. They
eafily efcaped through the Bolphorus and the
Hellefpont, and cruizing along the Mediterranean ,
indnlged their appetite for revenge and plunder,
by frequent defcents on the unfufpecting shores of
Afia, Greece, and Africa. The opulent city of
Syracufe, in whole port the navies of Athensand
Carthage had formerly been funk, was facked by

E 4

CHAP.
XIL

Daring cn-
terprife of
the Franks




CHAP,
EIL

Kevoli of
Saturni-
nus in the
Eaft;

y2 THE DECLINE AND FALL

a handful of barbarians , who maffacred the greateft
part of the trembling inhabitants. From the island
of Sicily, the Franks proceeded to the columns of
Hercules, . trufted themfelves to the ocean, coafted
round Spain and Gaul, and fteering their! triumph-
aot courfe through the British channel, at lIength
finished their furprifing voyage , by landing in
fafety on the Batavian or Frifian shores *°. The
example of their fuccels, infiructing their coun-
trymen to conceive the advantages, and to delpife
the dangers, of the fea, pointed out to their
enterprifing {pirit, a new road to wealth and glory.

Notwithftanding the vigilance and activity of
Probus, it was almoft impoflible that he could at
once contain in obedience every part of his wide-
extended dominions. The barbarians, who broke
their chains, had feized the favourable opportunity
ofa domeftic war. When the emperor marched to
the relief of Gaul, he devolved the command of
the Eaflt on Saturninus. That general, a man of
merit and experience, was driven into rebellion by
the abfence of his fovereign , the levity of the
Alexandrian people, the prefling inftances of his
friends, and his owa fears ; but from the moment
of his elevation, he never entertained a hope
of empire, or even of life. ,, Alas! s ‘he fank;
»5 the republic has loft a ufeful fervant, and the
» Tachoefls of an hour has defiroyed the fervices of
»» many years. You know not, ,, continued he,
»» the mifery of fovereign power; a fword is per-
s» petually fufpended over our head. We dread
s, our very guards, we diftruft our companions.
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s» The choice of action or of repofe is no longer
»» in our difpofition, nor. is there any age, or
»» character, or conduct, that can protect us from
»» the cenfure of envy. In thus exalting me to the
,, throne, you have doomed me to a life of cares,
,» and to an untimely fate. The only confolation
,» which remains is, the affurance that I shall not
5, fall alone **.,, But as the former part of his pre-
diction was verified by the victory , fo the latter
was difappointed by the clemency of Probus. That
amiable prince attempted even to fave the unhappy
Saturninus from the fury of the foldiers. He had
more than once folicited the nfurper himfelf, to
place fome confidence in the mercy of a fovereign
who fo highly elteemed his character, that he had
punished , as a malicious informer, the firlt who
related the improbable news of his defection *.
Saturninus might, perhaps, have embraced the
generous offer, had he not been reftrained by the
obftinate diftruft of his adherents. Their guilt was
deeper , and their hopes more fanguine, than
thofe of their experienced leader.

The revolt of Saturninus was fcarcely extinguished
in the Eaft, before new troubles were excited in the
Welt, by the rebellion of Bonofus and Proculus in
Gaul. The moft diftinguished merit of thofe two
officers was their refpective prowefls, of the one
in the combats of Bacchus, of the other in thofe
of Venus ”*, yet neither of them were deftitute of
courage and capacity , and both fuftained ,
with honour, the auguft character which the fear
of punishment had engaged them to affume, till
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they funk at length beneath the fuperior genius
of Probus. He ufed the victory with his accultomed
moderation, and fpared the fortunes as well as
the lives of their innocent families **.

The arms of Probus had now fuppreffed all the
foreign and domeftic enemies of the ftate. His mild
but fteady adminiftration confirmed the re-cftablish-
ment of the public tranquillity ; nor was there left
in the provinces a hoftile barbarian, a tyrant, or
even a robber, to revive the memory of paft
diforders. It was time that the emperor should
revifit Rome, and celebrate his own glory and the
general happinefs. The triumph due to the valour
of Probus was conducted with a magnificence
fuitable to his fortune , and the people who had
fo lately admired the trophies of Aurelian, gazed
withrequal pleafure on thofe of his heroic fucceffor *’.
We cannot, on this occafion, forget the defperate
courage of about fourfcore Gladiators , referved
with near fix hundred others , for the inhuman
fports of the amphitheatre. Dildaining to shed
their blood for the amufement of the populace,
they killed their keepers, broke from the place
of their confinement , and filled the fireets of
Rome with blood and confufion. After an obftinate
refiftance, they were overpowered and cut in
pieces by the regular forces; but they obtained at
leaft an honourable death, and the fatisfaction of
2 juft revenge *“.

The military difcipline which reigned in the
camps of Probus, was lels cruel than that of
Aurelian, but it was equally rigid and exact. The
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latter had punished the irregularities of the foldiers
with unrelenting feverity, the former prevented
them by employing the legions in conftant and
ufeful labours. \When Probus commanded in Egypt,
he executed many confiderable works for the
fplendour and benefit of that rich country. The
navigation of the Nile, fo important to Rome
itfelf , was improved ; and temples , bridges

porticoes , and palaces, were confiructed by the
hands of the foldiers , who acted by turns as
architects, as engineers, and as husbandmen *’.
It was reported of Hannibal, that, in order to
prelerve his troops from the dangerous temptations
of idlenefs , he had obliged them to form large
plantations of olive trees along the coaft of Africa *".
From a fimilar principle, Probus exercifed his
legions in covering, with rich vineyards, the hills
ot Gaul and Pannonia, and two confiderable fpots
are defcribed, which were entirely dug and planted
by military labour ”’. One of thefle, known under
the name of Mount Almo, was fituated near
Sirmium, the country where Probus was born,
for which he ever retained a partial affection, and
whofe gratitude he endeavoured to fecure , by
converting into tillage a large and unhealthy tract
of marshy ground. An army thus employed,
conflituted perhaps the moft ufeful , as well as the
braveft, portion of Roman fubjects.

But in the profecution of a favourite fcheme
the belt of men, fatisfied with the rectitude of
their intentions, are fubject to forget the bounds
of moderation ; nor did Probus himfelf fufficiently
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confult the patience and difpofition of his fierce
legionaries °. The dangers of the military profeflion
feem only to be compenfated by a life of plealure
and idlenefs; but if the duties of the foldier are in-
ceflantly aggravated by the labours of the peafant,
he will at laft fink under the intolerable burden,
or shake it off with indignation. The imprudence
of Probus is faid to have inflamed the difcontent
of his troops. More attentive to the interefts of
mankind than to thofe of the army, he exprefled
the vain hope, that, by the eftablishment of univerfal
peace, he should foon abolish the neceflity of a
flanding and mercenary force “*. The unguarded
expreffion proved fatal to him. In one of the
hotteft days of fummer, as he feverely urged the
unwholelome labour of draining the marshes of
Sirmium, the foldiers, impatient of fatigue, on a
fudden threw down their tools, grafped their arms,
and broke outinto a furious mutiny. The emperor,
confcious of his danger, took refuge in a lofty
tower, conftructed for the purpofe of furveying
the progrefs of the work “*. The tower was inftantly
forced, and a thoufand fwords were plunged at
once into the bofom of the unfortunate Probus.
The rage of the troops fubfided as foon as it had
been gratified. They then lamented their fatal
rashnefs, forgot the feverity of the emperor, whom
they had maffacred, and haftened to perpetuate,
by an honourable monument, the memory of his
virtues and victories .

When the legions had indulged their grief and
repentance for the death of Probus, their unanimous
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confent declared Carus, his Pretorian prefect, the
moft deferving of the Imperial throne. Every
circumftance that relates to this prince appears of
a mixed and doubtful nature. He gloried in the
title of Roman Citizen; and affected to compare
the purity of his blood, with the foreign and even
barbarous origin of the preceding emperors; yet
the moft inquifitive of his contemporaries, very
far from admitting his claim, have variously deduced
his own birth, or that of his parents, from lllyricum,
from Gaul, or from Africa **. Though a foldier,
he had received a learned education; though a
fenator, he was invelted with the firft dignity of
the army; and in an age, when the civil and
military profeffions began to 'be irrecoverably
feparated from each other , they were united in
the perfon of Carus. Notwithftanding the fevere
juftice which he exercifed againft the affaflios of
Probus, to whofe favour and efteem he was highly
indebted , he could not efcape the fufpicion of
being acceffary to a deed from whence he derived
the principal advantage. He enjoyed , at leaft
before his elevation, an acknowledged character
of virtue and abilities **; but his auftere temper
infenfibly degenerated into morofenefls and cruelty;
and the imperfect writers of his life almoft hefitate
whether they shall not rank him in the number
of Roman tyrants . When Carus afflumed the
purple, he was about fixty years of age, and his
two fons Carinus and Numerian had already
attained the feafon of manhood “.
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The authority of the fenate expired with Probus;
nor was the repentance of the foldiers difplayed by
the fame dutiful regard for the civil power, which
they had teftified after the unfortunate death of
Aurelian. The election of Carus was decided without
expecting the approbation of the fenate, and the
new emperor contented himfelf with announcing,
in 2 cold and ftately epiftle, that he had afcended
the vacant throne **. A behaviour fo very oppofite to
that of hisamiable predeceffor, afforded no favourable
prefage of the new reign; and the Romans, deprived
of power and freedom, afferted their privilege of
licentious murmurs *’. The voice of congratulation
and flattery was not however filent; and we may

ftill perufe , with pleafure and contempt , an

eclogue, which was compofed on the acceffion of
the emperor Carus. Two shepherds, avoiding the
noon-tide heat , retire into the cave of Faunus.
On a fpreading beech they difcover fome recent
characters. The rural deity had defcribed , in

-prophetic verfes, .the felicity promifed to the empire,
qunder the reign of fo great a prince. Faunus hails

the approach of that hero, who, receiving on his
shoulders the finking weight of the Roman world,
shall extinguish war and faction, and once again
refltore the innocence and fecurity of the golden
apge.";

It is more than probable, that thele elegant
trifles never reached the ears of a veteran general,
who , with the confent of the legions, was preparing
to execute the long fufpended defign of the Perfian
war. Before his departure for this diftant expedition,




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 79

Carus conferred on his two fons , Carinus and
Numerian, the title of Cwefar, and invefting the
former with almoflt an equal share of the Imperial
power, directed the young prince , firft to fupprefs
fome troubles which had arifen in Gaul , and
afterwards to fix the feat of his refidence at Rome,
and to affume the government of the weltern
provinces "*. The fafety of Illyricum was confirm-
ed by a memorable defeat of the Sarmatians;
fixteen thoufand of thofe barbarians remained on
the field of battle, and the number of captives
amounted to twenty thoufand. The old emperor,
animated with the fame and profpect of victory,
purfued his march, in the midft of winter, through
the countries of Thrace and Afia Minor, and at
length , with his younger fon Numerian, arrived
on the confines of the Perfian monarchy. There,
encamping on the fummit of a lofty mountain ,
he pointed out to his troops the opulence and
luxury of the enemy whom they were about to
invade.

The fucceflor of Artaxerxeg, Varanes or Bahram,
though he had fubdued the Segeftans, one of the
moft warlike nations of Upper Afia ”*, was alarmed
at the approach of the Romans, and endeavoured
to retard their progrefs by a negociation of peace.
His ambaffadors entered the camp about fun-fet,
at the time when the troops were fatisfying their
hunger with a frugal repalt. The Perfians expreffed
their defire of being introduced to the prefence of
the Roman emperor. They were at length conduct-
ed to a foldier, who was feated on the grals. A
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piece of ftale bacon and a few hard peafe compofed
his fupper. A coarfe woollen garment of purple
was the only circumftance that announced his
dignity. The conference was conducted with the
fame difregard of courtly elegance. Carus, taking
off a cap which he wore to conceal his baldnefs,
affured the ambaffadors, that, unlefs their mafter
acknowledged the fuperiority of Rome, he would
fpeedily render Perfia as naked of trees, as his
own head was deftitute of hair ”’. Notwithftanding
fome traces of art and preparation , we may difcover
in this fcene the manners of Carus, and the fevere
fimplicity which the martial princes, who fucceeded
Gallienus , had already reftored in the Roman
camps. The minifters of the Great King trembled
and retired. ‘

The threats of Carus were not without effect.
He ravaged Melopotamia, cut in pieces whatever
oppofed his paffage , made himfelf mafter of. the
great cities of Seleucia and Ctefiphon ( which
feemed to have furrendered without refiftance),
and carried his victorious arms beyond the Tigris 7"
He had feized the favourable moment for an invafion.
The Perfian councils were diftracted by domeftic
factions, and the greater part of their forces were
detained on the frontiers of India. Rome and the
Eaft received with tranfport the news of fuch
important advantages. Flattery and hope painted,
in the moft lively colours, the fall of Perfia, the
conqueft of Arabia, the fubmiffion of Egypt, and
a lafting deliverance from the inroads of the
Scythian nations ”’. But the reign of Cum was

deflined
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defltined to expofe the vanity of predictions. They
were fcarcely uttered before they were contradicted
by his death; an event attended with fuch ambi-
guous mrcumft;mceq that it may beft be related
in a letter from his own fecretary to the prefect of
the city. 5 Carus,” fayshe, < our deareft emperor;
» was confined by ﬁcknefs to his bed, when a
» furious tempeflt arofe in the camp. The darknefs
» which overfpread the sky was fo thick , that
» we could no longer diftinguish each other- and
s the inceffant flashes of I:ghtnmg took from us
» the knowledge of all that paffed in the general
» confufion. Immediately after the moft violent
» clap of thunder, we heard a fudden cry, that
» the emperor was dead; and it foon appeared
5y that his chamberlams, in a rage of grief, had
» fet fire to the royal pavilion, a circumftance
» which gave rife to the report that Carus was
» killed by lightning. But, as faras we have been
» able to inveftigate the truth, his death was the
» natural effect of his diforder . ”

The vacancy of the throne was not productive
of any difturbance. The ambition of the afpiring
generals was checked by their mutual fears, and
young Numerian, with his abfent brother Carinus;
were unanimously acknowledged as Roman empe-
rors. The public expected that the fucceffor of
Carus would purfue his father’s footfteps, and
without allowing the Perfians to recover from their
confternation, would advance fword in hand to
the palaces of Sufa and Ecbatana . But the

legions, however ftrong in numbers and difcipline;
Vol. 1L ¥
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were difmayed by the moft abject fuperfiition.
Notwithftanding all the arts that ~were pnctifcd
to difguife the manner of the late cmperor s death,
it was found rnpcn.zou_ to remove the opmlon o.t
the multitude, and the power of opinion is irrefift-
ible. Places or 'perfons ftruck with lightniug were
confidered by the ancients with picus horror, as
fingularly devoted to the wrath of Heaven *. An
orac]c was remembered, which marked the river
Tigris as the fatal boundary of the Roman arms.
Tne troops, terrified with the fate of Carus and
with their own danger, called aloud on young
Numerian to obey the will of the gods, and to
lead them away from this inaulpicious fcene of
awar, 'The feeble emperor was unable to fubdue
their obftinate prejudice, and the Perfians won-
dered at the unexpected retreat of a victorious
enemy .

The intelligence of the myfterious fate of the
lIate emperor, was foon carried from the frortiers
of Perfia to Rome; and the fenate, as well as the
provinces, congratulated the acceffion of the fous
of Carus. Thefe fortunate youths were ftrangers,
however, to that confcious fuperiority , either 6f
birth or of merit, which can alone rencier the
polleffion of a throne eafy, and as it were nattiral.
Born and educated in a private ftation, " the
clection of their father raifed them at once to the
rapk of princes; and his death, which happened
about fixteen moaths afterwards, left them the
tnexpected legacy of a valt empire. To fuftain
with temper. this rapid elevation, an uncommon
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share of virtue and prudence was requifite; and
Carinus, the elder of the brothers, was more than
commonly deficient in thofe qualities. In the Gallic
war , he’ difcovered fome degree of perfonal
courage **; but from the moment of his atrival ae
Rome , he abandoned himfelf to the luxury of the
capital , and ‘to the abufe of his'fortune. He was
foft yet cruel; devoted to plealure, but deftitute
of tafte ;' and:.though  exquifitely fufceptible of
vanity , indifferent to the public: efteem. In the
courfe of a few months , he fucceflively married
and divorced ' nine wives, moft of whom he left
pregnant ; andimotwithftandiog this legal incous
ftancy , found 'time to indulge fuch a variety of
irregular appetites ; as brought dishonouron himfelf
and on the nobleft houfes of Rome. He beheld
wwith inveterate hatred all thofe who might remem-
ber his former obfcurity; or cenfure his prefent
conduct. He banished, or put to death, the friends
and counfellors whom his father had placed about
him, to guide his inexperienced youth; and ke
perfecuted with the meanelt revenge his fchool-
fellows and companions, swho had not fufficiently
refpected the latent majefty of the emperor. Witl
the {enators, Carinus affected a lofty and regal
demeanour, frequently declaring, that he defigned
to diftribute their eftates among the populace of
Rome: From the dregs of that populace, he felected
his favourites, and even his minifters. The palace,
and even the Imperial table, was filled with fingers,

dancers, proftitutes , and all the various retinue

of vice -and folly. One of his door.keepers ** hi
' F3
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intrufted wih the government of the city. In the
room of the Pretorian prafect, whom he put to.
death, Carinus fubftituted one of the minifters of
his loofer pleafures. Another who pofeffed the
fame, or even a more infamous, title to favour,
was invefted wih dlie confulship. A confidential
fecretary , who had acquired uncomton skill n
the art of forgery, delivered the indolent emperor;
with his own confent, fiom the irkfome duty of
figning his name. i :

When the emperor Carus undértook the Perfian
war, he was induced , by motivés of affection as
well as policy, to fecure the fortunes of his family,
by leaving in the hand: of his eldéft fon the armies
and provinces of the Wefl. T he intelligence which
he foon received of the conduct of Carinus; filled
him with shame and regret ; nor had he concealed
his refolution of fatislying the republic by a fevere
act of juftice, and of adopting, in the place of
an unworthy fon, the brave and virtuous Conflantius,
who at that time was goveriior of Dalmatia. But
the elevation of Conftantivs was fora while deferred
and as foon as the father’s death had releafed €arinus
from the controul of fear or decency, he difplayed to
the Romans the extravagancies of Elagabalus;
aggravated by the cruelty of Domitian *%

The only merit of the adminiftration of Cdrinus
that hiftory could record or poetry celebrate, was
the uncommon fplendour with which, in his owa
and his brother’s name, he exhibited the Roman
games of the thearre, the circus, and the amphi-
theatie, Viore than twenty years afterwards, when
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the courtiers of Diocletian reprefented to their emar.
frugal fovereign the fame and popularity of his It
munificent predeceffor , he acknowledged , that

the reign of Carinus had indced been a reign of
pleafure . But this vain prodigality, which the
prudence of Diocletian might juftly defpife , was
enjoyed avith furprife and tranfport by the Roman
people. The oldelt of the citizens , recollecting the
fpectacles of former days, the triumphal pomp of
Probus or Aurelian, and the fecular games of the
emperor Philip, acknowledged that they were

all furpaffed by the fuperior magnificence of
Carinus **.

The fpectacles of Carinus may therefore be beft Spectacle
illuftrated by the obfervation of fome particulars, of Romg.
which hiftory has condefcended torelate concerning
thofe of his predeceffors. If we confine ourlelves
folely to the hunting of wild beafts, however
we may cenfure the vanity of the defign or the
cruelty of the execution, we are obliged to confels,
that neither beforenor fince the time of the Romans,
fo much art and expence have ever been lavished
for the amufement of the people **. By the order
of Probus, a great quantity of large trees, torn
up by the roots, were traniplanted into the midft
of the circus. The fpacious and shady forelt was
immediately filled with a thoufand oftriches , a
thoufand ftags, a thoufand fallow deer, and a
thoufand wild boars; and all this variety of game
was abandoned to the riotous impetuofity of the
multitude. The tragedy of the fucceeding day con-
filted in the maflacre of anhundred lions, an equal

F
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number of lioneffes, two hundred leopards, and
three hundred bears *. The collection prepared
by the younger Gordian for his triumph, and
which his fucceflor exhibited in the fecular games,
was lels remarkable by the number than by the
fingularity of the animals. T'wenty zebras difplayed
their elegant forms and variegated beauty to the
eyes of the Roman people . Ten elks, and as
many camelopards, the loftieft and moft harmlefs
creatures that wander over the plains of Sarmatia
and Xthiopia, were contrafted with thirty African
hyznas, and ten Indian tygers, the moft implacable
favages of the torrid zone. The unoffending firength
with which Nature has endowed the greater qua-
drupeds, was admired in the 1hinoceros, the hippo-
potamus of the Nile *', and a majeftic troop of
thirty-two elephants ’. \While the populace gazed
with ftupid wonder on the fplendid show , the
naturalift might indeed obferve the figure and
properties of fo many different fpecies, tranflported
from every part of the ancient world into the
amphitheatre of Rome. But this accidental benefit,
which fcience might derive from folly, is furely
wnfufficient to juftify fuch a wanton abufe of the
public riches. There occurs , however , a fingle
inflance in the firt Punic war, in which the
fenate wifely connected this amufement of the
mulutnde wich the intereft of the ftaté. A confi-
derable number of elephants , taken in the defeat
of the Carthaginian army, were driven through
the circus by a few slaves, armed only with blant
javelins *°, The ufefal fpectacle ferved to imprefs
the Roman foldivr with a jult contempt for thofe
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unwieldy animals; and he no longer dreaded to
encounter them in the ranks of war.

The hunting or exhibition of wild bealts, was
conducted with a magnificence fuitable toa people
who ftyled themfelves the malters of the world;
nor was the edifice appropriated to that entertain-
ment lefs expreflive of Roman greatnefs. Polterity

admires, and will long admire , the awful remains
oftheanqﬂnﬂmqueofilds \vhmh fo well deferved
the epithet of Coloffal **. It was a building of an
elliptic figure, five huadred and fixty-four fnet in
length , and four hundred and . fixty- feven in
bzeadth, founded on fourfcore arches, and rifing,
with four fucceflive orders of architecture to the
height of one hundred and forty feet”>. 'The outfide
of the edifice was encrufted with rnarble , and
decorated with ftatues. The slopes of the wvafk
goncave, which formed the infide, were filled and
furrounded with fixty or eighty rows of feats
of marble likewife , covered with cushions , and
capable of receiving with eafc above fourfcore
thoufand fpectators *’. Sixty-four vomitories (for by
that name the doors were very aptly diftinguish-
ed ) poured,forth the immenfe multitude; and the
entrances, paffages, and fair-cafes, were contrived
with fuch exquifite skill , that each per'o-l whether
of the {Lnatonhd the equeftrian, or the plebeian
order , arrived at his deftined place without trouble
or confufion **. Nothing was omitted which, in
any refpect, could be fublervient to the convenience
and pleafure of the fpectators. They were protected
from the fun and rain by an ample canopy, occas
F 4
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fionally drawn over their heads. 'The air was
continually refreshed by the playing of fountains,
and profufely impregnated by the grateful fcent
of aromatics. In the centre of the edifice, the arena,
or ftage , was firewed with the finelt fand, and
fucceflively affumed the moft different forms. At
one moment it feemed to rife out of the earth,
like the garden of the Hefperides, and was afterwards
broken into the rocks and caverns of Thrace. The
fubterraneous pipes conveyed an inexhauftible
fupply of water; and what had juft before appeared
a level plain, might be fuddenly converted into a
wide lake , covered with armed veffels , and
replenished with the monfters of the deep *’. In
the decoration of thefe fcenes, the Roman emperors
difplayed their wealth and liberality ; and we read
on various occafions , that the whole furniture
of the amphirheatre confifted eicher of filver, oy
of gold, or of amber **. The poet who defcribes
the games of Carinus, in the character of a shepherd
attracted to the capital by the fame of their magni-
ficence, affirms, that the nets defigned as a defence
againft the wild beafts, were of gold wire; that
the porticoes were gilded, and that the belt or
circle which divided the feveral ranks of [pectators
from each other, was ftudded with a precious Vofaic
of beautiful ftones *Z.

In the midR of this glittering pageantry. , the
emperor Carinus, fecure of his fortune, enjoyed
the acclamations of the people, the flattery of his
courtiers, and the fongs of the poets, who, for
want of a more effential merit, were reduced to
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celebrate the divine graces of his perfon *°. In the
fame hour, but at the diftance of nine hundred
miles from Rome, his brother expired ; and a fudden
revolution transferred into the hands of a ftranger
the fceptre of the houfe of Carus ”’.

The fons of Carus never faw each other after
their father’s death. The arrangements which their
new f{ituation required, were probably deferred till
the return of the younger brother to Rome, where
a trinmph was decreed to the young emperors,
for the glorious fuccefs of the Perfian war **°. It
is uncertain whether they intended to divide
between them the adminiftration, or the provinces,
of the empire ; but it is very unlikely that their
union would have proved of any long duration.
The jealoufly of power muft Lave been inflamed
by the oppofition of characters. In the moft corrupt
of times, Carinus was unworthy to live : Numerian
deferved to reign in a happier period. His affable
manners and gentle virtues fecured him, as foon
as they became known, the regard and affections
of the public. He poffelled the elegant accomplish-
ments of a poet and orator, which dignify as well
as adorn the humbleft and the moft exalted ftation.
His eloquence, however it was applauded by the
fenate, was formed not fo much on the model of
Cicero, as on that of the modern declaimers ; but
in an age very far from being deflitute of poetical
merit , he contended for the prize with the moft
celebrated of his contemporaries, and ftill remained
the friend of his rivals; a circumfltance which evinces
either the goodnefs of his heart, or the fuperiority
of his genius **'. But the talents of Numerian were
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rather of the contemplative, than of the active
kind. When his father’s elevation reluctantly forced
him from the shade of retirement, neither his
temper nor his purfuits had qualified him for the
command of armies. His conftitution was deftroyed
by the hardships of the Perfian war; and he had
contracted, from the heat of the climate ***, fuch
a weaknefs in his eyes, as obliged him , in the
courle of a long retreat, to confine himfelf to the
folitude and darknefs of a tent or litter. The
adminiftration of all affairs, civil as well as military,
was devolved on Arrius A per, the Pretorian praefect,
who, to the power of his important office , added
the honour of being father-in-law to Numerian. The
Imperial pavilion was firictly guarded by his moft
trulty adherents; and during many days, Aper
delivered to the army the fu')pofcd mandates of
their invifible fovereign ***

It was not till eight months after the death of
Carus, that the Roman army, returning by slow
marches from the banks of the Tiggis, arrived on
thofe of the Thracian Bofphorus. The legions
halted at Chalcedon in Afia, while the court pafled
over to Heraclea, on the European fide of the
Propontis ***. But a report foon circulated through
the camp; at firft in fecret whifpers, and at length
in loud clamours, of the emperor’s death, and
of the prefumption of his ambitious minifter, who
ftill exercifed the fovereign power in the name of
a prince who was no more. The impatience of
the foldiers could not long fupport a ftate of fufpenfe.
With rude curiofity they broke into the impe:ml
tent, and difcovered only the corpfe of Numerian ***.
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The gradual decline of his health might have
induced them to believe that his death was natural ;
but the concealment was interpreted as an evidence
of guilt, and the meafures which Aper had taken
to fecure his election, became the immediate occalion
of his ruin. Yet, evenin the tranfport of their rage
and grief, the troops obferved aregular proceeding,
which proves how firmly dilcipline “had been re-
eftablished by the martial fucceflors of Gallienus,
A general affembly of the army was appointed to
be held at Chalcedon, whither Aper was tranfported
in chains, as a pnfonel and a criminal. A vacant
tribunal was erected in the midft of the camp, and
the generals and tribunes formed a great military
council. They foon announced to the multitude,
that their choice had fallen on Diocletian , com-
mander of the domellics or body-guards, as the
perfon the molt capable of revenging and fucceeding
their beloved emperor. The future fortunes of the
candidate depended on the chance or conduct of
the prefent hour. Confcious that the Rtation which
he had filled, expofed him to fome fufpicions,
Diocletian afcended the etribunal, and raifing his
eyes towards the Sun, made a folemn profeflion
of his own innocence , in the prefence of that
all-feeing Deity ‘., Then, affuming the tone of
a fovereign and a judge, he commanded that Aper
should be brought in chains to the foot of the
nbunal. ,, This man,” faid he, , is the murderer
» of Numerian;” and, without giving him time to
enter on a dangerous juftification, drew his fword,
and buried it in the breaft of the unfortunate preefect.
A charge fupported by fuch decifive proof , was
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admitted without contradiction, and the Tegions,
with repeated acclamations , acknowledged the
juftice and authority of the emperor Diocletian ™.

Before we enter upon the memorable reign of that
prince, it will be proper to punish and difmifs the
unworthy brother of Numernan. Carinus poffeffed
arms and tieaflures fufficient to fupport his legal
title ta the empire. But his perfonal vices overba-
lanced every advantage of birth and fitvation.
The moft faichful fervants of the father delpifed
the incapacity, and dreaded the cruel arrogance,
of the fon. The hearts of the people were engaged
in fivour of his rival, and even the fenate was
inclined to prefer an ufurper to a tyrant. The arts
of Diocletian inflamed the general difcontent; and
the winter was employed in fecret intrigues, and
open preparations for a civil war. In the fpring,
the forces of the Ealt and of the Weft encountered
each other in the plains of Margus, a fmall city
of M=fia, in the neighbourhood of the Danube ™.
The troops, fo lately returned fiom the Perfian
war, had acquired their glory at the expence of
health and numbers, nor were they in a condition
to contend with the unexhaufted ftrength of the
legions of Europe. Their ranks were broken, and,
for a moment, Diocletian delpaired of the purple
and of hife. But the advantage which Carinus had
obtained by the valour of his foldiers, he quickly
loft by the infidelity of his officers. A tribune,
whole wife he had feduced, feized the opportunity
of revenge, and by a fingle blow extinguished
civil difcard in the blood of the adulterer ***
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