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The Two Sieges of Conflantinople by the Arabs. —
; Their Invafion of France, and Defeat by Charles
3 Martel, — Civil War of the Qmmiades 'and Ab-
" baffides. — Learning of the Arabs. — Luxury of
the Caliphs. — Naval Enterprifes on Crete, Sicily,
and Rome, — Decay end Divifion of the Empire
of the Caliphs. — Dcfeats and Vidories of the

Greck Emperors.

s
“/V HEN the Arabs firft 1fued from the defert, ¢4 4 p
they muft have been furprifed at the eale and [ .
rapidity of their own fuccefs. But when they The timits
advanced in the career of victory to the banks the Aratian
of the Indus and the fummit of the Pyrenees; o1t
when they had repeatedly tried the edge of their
fcymetars and the energy of their faith, they

might be equally altonifhed that any nation could

refilt their invincible arms, that any boundary

fhould confine the dominion of the fucceffor of

the prophet.  The confidence of foldiers and
fanatics may indeed be excufed, fince the calm
hiftorian of the prefent hour, who firives to fol-

low the rapid courfe of the Saracens, muft ffudy

to explain by what means the church and ftate

were faved from this impending, and, as it

fhould feem, from this inevitable danger. The

deferts of Scythia and Sarmatia might be guarded

by their extent, their climate, their poverty,

and the courage of the northern hepherds; China
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324 THE DECLINE AND FALL

was remote and inacce :fible ; but the' greateft
part of the temperate zone was fubje@ to the
Mahometan conquerors , the Greeks were ex-
haufted by the calamities of war and the lofs of
their faireft provinces , and the Barbarians of
Europe’ might jullly tremble at the rwuptuth
fall of the Gothic monarchy. In this enquiry
I thall unfold the events that refcued our ancef-
tors of Britain, and our neighbours of Gaul from
the civil and religious yoke of the Koran; that
pmre{-‘.cd the majeflty of Rome, and delayed the
fervitude of Conftantinople ; that invigorated
the: defence of i the: Chriftians , and' fcattered
among their enemies the feeds of divifion and
decay.

Forty -fix years after the flight of Mahomet
from | I(‘U"d, his difciples appmmd in arms un-
der the walls of Conﬁantmop]e . They were
animated by a genuine or fictitious faying of the
prophet, that, to the firft army which befieged
the city of the Cexfars, their fins were forgiven:
the long feries of Roman triumphs would be
meritorioufly transferred to the conquerors of
New Rome, and the wealth of nations was de-
pofited in this well-chofen feat of royalty and
commerce. No fooner had the caliph \'r[o;lwiy"l
fupprefled his rivals and eftablifhed his throne,
than he afpired to expiate the guilt of civil blood,
by the fuccefs and glory of this holy expedition
his preparations by fea and land were adequate
to the importance of the objeét; his ftandard
was entrufted to Sophian, a veteran wasrior, but
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 323
the troops were encouraged by the example and
IJI'EFCI']CC of Yezid the fon and pl‘(_‘fnmp{i\’e heir
of the commander of the faithful. The Greeks
had little to hope, nor had their enemies any
reafons of fear, from the courage and vigilance
of the reigning emperor, who difgraced the name
of Confiantine, and imitated only the inglorious
years of his grandfather Heraclius. Without
delay or oppofition, the naval forces of the Sara-
cens paffed through the unguarded channel of the
Hellefpont, which even now, under the fechble
and diforderly government of the Turks, is
maintained as the natural bulwark of the capital *.
The Arabian fleet calt anchor, and the troops
were difembarked near the palace of Hebdomon,
feven miles from the city. During many days,
from the dawn of light to the evening, the line
of affault was extended from the golden gate to
the ealtern promontory, and the foremoft war-
riors were impelled by the weight and effort of
the fucceeding columns. But the befiegers had
formed an infufficient eftimate of the ,ftrength
and refources of Conftantinople. The folid and
lofty walls were guarded by numbers and difci-
pline: the fpirit of the Romans was rekindled
by the laft danger of their religion and empire:
the fugitives from the conquered provinces more
fuccefsfully renewed the defence of Damafcus
and Alexandria; and the Saracens were difmay-
ed by the ftrange and prodigious effe@s of arti-
ficial fire. This firm and effeGual refiftance di-
verted their arms to the more eafy attempts of
g
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326 THE DECLINE AND FALL

plundering the European and Afiatic coalts of
the Propontis; and, after keeping the fea from the
month of April to that of September, on the
approach of winter they retreated fourfcore miles
from the capital, to the ifle of (,yzicuq , in which
they had eftablifhed their magazine of fpoil and
provifions. So patient was their perfeverance,
or fo languid were their operations, that they
repeated in the {ix following fummers the fame
attack and retreat, with a gradual abatement of
hope and vigour, till the mifchances of fhip
wreck and difeafe, of the fword and of fire,
compell edthem to rclinquith the fruitlefs enter-
prife. They might bewail the lofs or comme-
morate the martyrdom of thirty thoufand Mol
lems, who fell in the ficge of Conftantinople;
and the folemn funeral of Abu Ayub, or Job,
excited the curiofity of the Chriftians themfelves.
‘That venerable Arab, one of the lalt of the
‘companions of Mahomet, was numbered among
the anfars, or auxiliaries, of Medina, who (hel-
tered the head of the flying prophet. In his
vouth he fought, at Beder and Ohud, under
the holy ftandard: in his mature age he was the
friend and follower of Ali; and the Iaft remnant
of his ftrength and life was confumed in a diftant
and d.mgewus war againft the enemies of the
Koran. His memory was tevered; but the place
of his burial was negle¢ted and unknown,
during a period of feven hundred and eighty
years, till the conquelt of Conflantinople by
Mahomet the fecond. A feafonable vifion [ for
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fuch are the manufacture of every religion) cHA P,

revealed the holy fpot at the foot of the walls LIL

and the bottom of the harbour; and the mofch

of Ayub has been defervedly chofen for the

fimple and martial inanguration of the Turkifh

fultans *

The event of the fiege revived, both in the peace and

; Faft and Welt, the reputation of the Roman K“’S“ér

2 arms, and caft 2 momentary fhade over the glo- R
sies of the Saracens. The Greek ambaffador was
favourably received at Damafcus, in a general
council of the emirs or Koreifh: a peace, or
truce, of thirty years was ratified between the

two empires; and the ftipulation of an annual

I tribute , fifty horfes of 2 noble breed, fifty flaves,

and three thoufand picces of gold, degraded the

majefty of the commander of the faithful ’. The

aged caliph was defirous of pofleffing his domi-

nions, and ending his days in tranquillity and

repofe: while the Moors and Indians trembled at

his name, his palace and city of Damafcus was in-

fulted by the Mardaites, or Maronites, of mount

Libanus, the firmeft barrier of the empire, till they

were difarmed and traniplanted by the fufpicious

policy of the Greeks . After the revolt of Ara-

bia and Perfia, the houfe of Ommiyah ’ was re-

duced to the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt: their

diftrefs and fear enforced their compliance with

the prefling demands of the Chriftians; and the

tribute was encreafed to a {lave, an horfe, and

a thoufand pieces of gold, fof each of the three

hundred and fixty-five days of the folar year.
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328 THE DECLINE AND FALL

But as foon as the empire was again united by
the arms and policy of Abdalmalek , he difclaimed
a badge of fervitude not lefs injurious to his
confcience than to his pride: he difcontinued the
payment of the tribute; and the refentment of
the Greeks was difabled from a&ion by the mad
tyranny of the fecond Juflinian, the juft rebel-
lion of his fubjects, and the frequent change of
his antagonifts and fucceffors. Till the feign
of Abdalmalek, the Saracens had been content
with the free poffeffion of the Perfian and Roman
treafures, in the coin of Chofroes and Cefar.
By the command of that Caliph, a national mint
was eftablithed, both for filver and gold, and
the infcription of the Dinar, though it might be
cenfured by fome timorous caluilts, proclaimed
the unity of the God of Mahomet®, Undet the
reign of the caliph Waled, the Greek language
and charadters were excluded from the accounts
of the public revenue °. If this change was pro-
ductive of the invention or familiar ufe of our
prefent numerals, the Arabic or Indian cyphers,
as they are commonly ftyled, a regulation of
office has promoted the moft important  difco-
veries of arithmetic, algebra, and the mathemati-
cal fciences *°,

Whillt the caliph Waled fat idle on the throne
of Damafcus, while his lieutenants atchieved
the conquelt of Tranfoxiana and Spain, a third
army of Saracens overfpread the provinces of Afia
Minor, and approached the borders of the By-
zantine capital. But the attempt and difgrace of
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 129
the fecond fiege was referveed for his brother
Soliman, whofe ambition appears to have been
quickened by a more active and martial fpirit.
In the revolutions of the Greel empire, after the
tyrant Juftinian had been punifhed and avenged,
an humble fecretary; Anaflafius or Artemius,
was promoted by chance or merit to the vacant
purple. He was alarmed by the found of war;
and his ambaffador returned from Damafcus with
the tremendous news, that,the Saracens were
preparing an armament by fea and land, fuch as
would tranfcend the experience of the paft, or the
belief of the prefent, age. The precautions of Ana-
ftafius were not unworthy of his tation, or of the
impending danger. He iffued a peremptory man-
date, that all perfons who were not provided
with the means of fubfiftence for a three years
fiege, fhould evacuate the city: the public gra-
naries and arfenals were abundantly replenifhed;
the walls were reftored and firengthened; and
the engines for cafting ftones, or darts, or fire,
were {tationed along the ramparts, or in the bri-
gantines of war, of which an additional number
was haltily confiructed. To prevent, is fafer, as
well as more henourable, than to repel, an at-
tack; and a defign was meditated, above the
ufual {pirit of the Greeks, of burning the naval
ftores of the enemy, the cyprefs timber that had
been hewn on mount Libanus, and was piled
along the fea-fhore of Pheenicia, for the fervice
of the Egyptian fleet. This generous enterprife
was defeated by the cowardice or treachery of

CHAP,
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the troops, who , in the new language of the em.
pire, were ftyled of the Obfequian Theme . They
murdecred their chief, deferted their ftandard in the
ifle of Rhodes, difperfed themfeives over the ad-
jacent continent, and deferved pardon or reward by
invefting with the purple a fimple officer of the
revenue. The name of Theodofius might recom:.
mend him to the fenate and people; but, after
fome months, he funk into a cloyfter, and re-
figned, to the firmer hand of Leo the Ifaurian,
the urgent defence of the capital and empire.
The molt formidable of the Saracens, Moflemah
the brother of the caliph, was advancing at the
head of one hundred and twenty thoufand Arabs
and Perfians, the greater part mounted on horfes
or camels; and the fuccefsful fieges of Tyana,
Amorium, and Pergamus, were of fufficient du-
ration to exercife their {kill and to elevate their
hopes. At the well - known paffage of Abydus,
on the Hellefpont, the Mahometan arms were
tranfported, for the firlt time; from Afia to Eu-
rope. From thence, wheeling round the Thra-
cian cities of the Propontis, IMoflemah invefted
Conftantinople on the land fide, furrounded his
cawp with a ditch and rampart, prepared and
planted his emwgines of affault, and declared, by
words and a&ions, a patient refolution of expeét-
g the return of feed- time and harvelt, fhould
the obftinacy of the befieged prove equal to his
own. The Greeks would gladly have ranfomed
their religion and empire, by a fine or affeffment
of a piece of gold on the head of each inhabitant
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of the city; but the liberal offer was rejected
with difd4in, and the prefumption of Moflemah
was exalted by the {peedy approach and invin-
cible force of the navies of Egypt and Syra.
They are faid to have amounted to eighteen
hundred fhips: the number betrays their incon-
fiderable fize; and of the twenty ftout and capa-
cious vellels, whofe magnitude impeded their
progrefs, each was manned with no more than
one hundred heavy armed foldiers. This huge
Armada procecded on a fmooth fea and with a
gentle gale, towards the mouth of the Bofphorus;
the furface of the fircight was overfhadowed , in
the language of the Greeks, with a moving
foreft, and the fame fatal night had been fixed by
the Saracen chief for a general affault by
fea and land. To allure the confidence of the
enemy , the emperor had thrown afide the chain
that ufually guarded the entrance of the harbour;
but while they hefitated whether they fhould
{eize the opportunity, or apprehend the fnare,
the minifters of deftruction were at hand. The
firethips of the Greeks were launched againft
them , the Arabs, their arms, and vellels, were
involved in the fame flames, the diforderly fugi-

vinft each other or over-

tives were dafhed ag
whelmed in the waves; and I no longer find a
veftige of the fleet) that had threatened to ex-
tirpate the Roman name. A full more fatal
and irreparable lofs was that of the caliph Soli-
man, who died of an indigeftion ™ in his camp

near Kinnifrin or Chalcis in Syria, as he was

C

HATS
1- 1 Il




cu'ap,
T.IL

332 THE DECLINE AND FALL"

preparing to lead againft Conftantinople the fe-
mawning forces of the Faft. The brother of
Moflemah was fucceeded by a kinfndan and an
enemy; and the throne of an afive and able
prince was degraded by the ufelefs and perni.
cious virtues of a bigot. While he flarted and
fatisfied the fcruples of a blind confcience, the
fiege was continued through the winter by the
neglect rather than by the refolution of the caliph
Omar ", The winter proved uncommonly ri-
gorous: above an hundred days the ground was
covered with deep fnow, and,the natives of the
fultry climes of Egypt and Arabia lay torpid
and almoft lifelefs in their frozen camp. They
revived on the return of {pring; a fecond eort
had been made in their favour; and their diftrefs
was relieved by the arrival of two numerous
fleets, laden with corn, and arms, and foldiers,
the firlt from Alexandria, of four hundred tranf-
ports and gallies; the fecond of three hundred
and fixty veflels from the ports of Africa. But
the Greek fires were again kindled, and if the
deftru@ion was lefs complete, it was owing to
the experience which had taught the Moflems to
remain at a fafe diftance, or to the perfidy of the
Egyptian mariners, who deferted with their fhips
to the emperor of the Chriftians. The trade and
navigation of the capital were reftored; and the
produce of the fifheries fupplied the wants, and
even the luxury, of the inhabitants, But the
calamities of famine and difeafe were foon felt by
the troops of Moflemah, and as the former was
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milerably affuaged, fo the latter was dreadfully cmae
propagated , by the pernicious nutriment which L
hunger compelied them to extract from the moft
unclean or unnatural food. The fpirit of con-
queflt, and even of enthufialm, was extinét: the
Saraceas could no longer ftraggle beyond theie
lines, either fingle or in fmall parties, withous
expofing themfelves to the mercilefs retaliation of
the Thracian pealants. An army of Bulgarians
was attracted from the Danube by the gifts and
promifes of Leo; and thefe favage auxiliaries
le fome atonement for the evils which thf'y

had inflited on the empire, by the defeat and
{laughter of twenty -two thoufand Afiatics. A
report was dextroufly fcattered, that the Franks,
the unknown nations of the Latin world, were
arming by fea and land in the defence of the
Chriftian caufe, and their formidable aid was ex-
pected with far different fenfations in the camp
and city. At length, after a fiege of thirteen raiture ana
; months ¥, the h()')t‘i”i) Moflemah recewed from retreat of the
" thec mli,h the \VCFLOETIC permiflion of retreat. The i
march of the Arabian cavalry over the Hellefpont
and -hmugL the provinces of Afia, was e:‘;ecuted
without delay or moleftation; but an army of
their brethren had been cut in pieces on the fidg
of Bithynia, and the remains of the fleet were
fo 'repeatedly damaged by tempeft and fire,
that only five gallies entered the port of Alex-
andria to relate the tale of their various and al-
molt inf'n‘(‘iiblt‘ difalters

In the two fieges, the deliverance of Cop[‘ban-
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tinople may be chiefly afcribed to the novelty,
the terrors, aud t’le real ef;‘mcy of the Greek
fire *°.. The important fecret of (Dn}‘uuuumﬁ and
dzuc"mg this a1t1ﬁcm.l flame was imparted by
Callinicus, a native of Heliopolisin Syria, who
deferted from the fervice of the caliph to that of
the emperor . The (kill of a chymift and engineer
was equivalent to the fuccour of fleets and armies;
and this difcovery or improvement of the military
art was fortunately referved for the diftrefsful
period, when the degenerate Romans of the Ealt
were Incapable of conLending with the warlike
enthufiafm and youthful vigeur of the Saracens.
The hiltorian who prefumes to analize this ex-
traordinary compofition fhould fufpe@ his own
ignorance and that of his Byzantine - guides , fo
prone to the marvellous, fo carelefs, and, in this
inftance , fo jealous of the truth. From their ob-
fcure, and perhaps fallacious hints; it hould feem
that the principal ingredient of the Greek fire was
the naptia ', or liquid bitumen, a light, tenacious,
and inflammable oil **, which {prings from the
earth', 'and catches fire as foon::as it comes in
contact with the air. The: naptha was mingled,
I know not by - what methods or in what
proportions , swith fulphur and with the pitch
that is extracted from evergreen firs *°. From this
mixture, which produced a thick fmoke and a
loud explofion; proceeded a fierce and obftinate
flame , which not only rofe in perpendicular
afcent, but likewife burnt with equal vehemence
in defcent or lateral progrefs; inftead of being
extinguithed , it was nourifhed and quickened,
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by the element of water; and fand, urine, or
vinegar, were the only remedies that could damp
the fury of this powerful agent, which was juftly
denominated by the Greeks, the lquid, or the
ma time, fire. For the annoyance of the enemy,
it was employed with equal effet, by fea and
land, in battles or in fieges. It was either poured
from the rampart in large boilers, or launched
in red-hot balls of ftone and iron, or darted in
arrows and javelins, twilted round with flax and
tow, which had deeply imbibed the inflammable
oil : fometimes it was depofited in fire-fhips, the
victims and inftruments of a more ample revenge,
and was moft commonly blown through long
tubes of copper, which were planted on the
prow of a galley, and fancifully fhaped into the
mouths of favage monlters, that feemed to vomit
a ftream of liquid and conluming fire. This
important art was preferved at Conftantinople,
as the palladiom of the ftate: the gallies anc
artillery might occaflionally be lent to the allies o
Rome; but the compofition of the Greek fire
was concealed with the molft jealous feruple, and
the terror ' of the enemies svas encreafed and
prolonged by their ignorance and furprife. In the
treatife of the adminifiration of the empire, the
royal author ** fuggefts the anfvers and excufes
that might belt elude the indifcrect curiofity and
importunate demands of the Barbarians. They
fhould be told that the myftery of the Greek
fire had been revealed by an angel to the firlt
and greatelt o the Conftantines, with a fagred
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injunction, that this gifc of heaven, this peculiag
blefling of the Romans, fhould never be commu.
nicated to any foreign nation: that the prince
and fubject were alike bound to religious filence
under the temporal and fpiritual penalties of
treafon and facrilege ; and that the impious
attempt would provoke the fudden and fuper
natural vengeance of the God of the Chriftians,
By thefe precautions, the fecret was confined,
above four hundred years, to the Romans of the
Eaft; and, at the end of the eleventh century,
the Pifans, to whom every fea and every art
were familiar ; fuffered the effeds , without
underflanding the compofition, of the Greck
fire. It was at length ecither difcovered or flolen
by the Mahometans; and, in the holy wars of
Syria and Egypt, they retorted an invention,
contrived againft themfelves, on the heads of the
Chriftians. A knight, who defpifed the fwords
and lances of the Saracens, relates, with heart-
felt fincerity, his own fears, and thofe of his
companions , at the ficht and found of the
mifchievous engine that difcharged a torrent of
the Greek fire, the feu Gregeois, as it is ftyled
by the more early of the French writers, It came
flying through' the air, fays Joinville **, like a
winged long-tailed dragon, about the thicknels
of an hoglhead, with the report of thunder and
the velocity of lightning ; and the darknefs of the
night was difpelled by this deadly illumination.
The ufe of the Greek, or, as it might now
be called, of the Saracen, fire, was continued
e
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to the middle of the fourteenth century *’, when
the fcientific or cafual compound of nitre, fuiphur,
and charcoal, effedted a new revolution in the
art of war and the hiftory of maukind **.
Conftantinople and the Greek fire might ex-
clude the Arabs from the eaftern entrance of
Europe; but in the Welt, on the fide of the
Pyrenees, the prosinces of Gaul were thwatencu
and invaded by the conquerors of Spain **. The
decline of the French monarchy invited the ﬂttac}{
of thefe infatiate fanatics. The defcendants of
Clovis had loft the inheritance of his martial and
ferocious fpirit; and their misfortune or demerit
has affixed the epithet of a2y to the laft kings
of the Merovingian race *. They alcended the
throne without power, and funk into the grave
without a name. A country palace, 1n the neigh-
bourhood of Compiegne *', was allotted for theiv
refidence or prifon; but each year, 1 the month
of March or May, they were conducted in a
waggon drawn by oxen to the aflembly of the
Franks, to give audience to foreign ambafladors,
and to ratify the acéts of the mayor of the palace.
That domeftic officer was become the minilter
of the nation and the mafter of the pnn(:F- A
puollc employment was converted into the
patrimony of a private family: the elder Pepin
left a king of mature years under the gu(ndrm-
{hip of h:s own widow and her child; and thele
fecble regents were forcibly difpoffeffed by the
moft active of his baftards. A government, half
favage and half corrupt, was almoft diffolved;
Vor. IX. Z
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cuar. and the tributary dukes, the provincial counts,

LIL and the territorial lords, were tempted to defpife

the weaknefs of the monarch, and to imitate

the ambition of the mayor. Among thefe inde-

pendent chiefs , one of the boldeft and moft

fuccefsful was Eudes, duke of Aquitain, who,

in the fouthern provinces of Gaul, ufurped the

authority and even the title gf kmg The Goths,

the Gafcons, and the Franks, affembled undet

the ftandard of this Chriftian hero: he repelled

the firt invafion of the Saracens; and Zama,

lieutenant of the caliph, loft his army and his

life under the walls of Thouloufe. The ambition

of his fucceflors was ftimulated by revenge; they

repaffed the Pyreneés with the means and the

refolution of conquelt. The advantageous fitua-

tion which had recommended Narbonne ** as

the firft Roman colony; was again chofen by

the Moflems : they claimed the province of

Septimania or Languedoc as a jult dependence

of the Spanish monarchy : the viceyards of

Gafcony and the city of Bourdeaux were

pofleffed by the fovereign of Damalcus and

Samarcand ; and the fouth of France, from the

mouth of the Garonne to that of the Rhéne,
aflumed the manners and religion of Arabia.

Zxpedidon But thefe narrow limits were {corned bv the

and vidories Ipirit of Abdalrahman, or Abderame, who had

‘I’:I‘;bd“ame’been reftored by the caliph Hafhem to the

wifhes of the foldiers and people of Spain. That

veteran and dm’ing commander adjudged to the

obedience of the prophet whatever yet remained
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of France or of Europe; and prepared to execute
the fentence, at the head of a formidable hoft,
in the full confidence of furmounting all oppofi-
tion either of” nature or of man. His firlt care
was to fupprefs a domeftic rebel, who commanded
the moft important pafles of the Pyrences: Mu-
nuza, a Moorifh chief, had accepted the alliance
of the duke of Aquitain; and Eudes; from a
motive of private or public interelt, devoted his
beauteous daughter to the embraces of the African
mifbeliever. But the ftrongelt fortrefles of Cer-
dagne were invefted by a fuperior force; the
rebel was overtaken and flain in the mountainsy
and his widow was fent a captive to Damafcus,
to gratify the defires , or more probably the
vanity , of the commander of the faithful. From
the Pyrenees, Abderame proceeded without delay
to the paffage of the Rhone and the fiege of
Arles. An army of Chriftians attempted the relief
of the city: the tombs of their leaders were yet
vifible in the thirteenth ecentury ; —and many
thoufauds of their dead bodies were carried down
the rapid fiream into the Mediterranean fea. The
arms of Abderame were not lefs fuccefsful om
the fide of the ocean. He paffed without oppoli-
tion the Garonne and Dordogne, which unite
their waters in the gulf of Bourdeaux; but he
found, beyond thofe rivers, the camp of the
intrepid Eudes, who had formed a fecond -armv,
and fuftained a fecond defeat, fo fatal to the Chrif-
tians , that, according to their fad confeiiion ,
God alone could reckon the number of the flain.

Loz
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The vi&orious Saracen overran the provinces
of Aquitain, whofe Gallic names are difguiled,
rather than loft, in the modern appellations of
Perigord , Saintonge, and Poitou: his ftandards
were planted on the walls, or at leaft before
the gates, of Tours and of Sens; and his detach-
ments overfpread the kingdom of Burgundy as
far as the well-known cities of Lyons and Befan-
con. The memory of thefe devaftations , for
Abderame did not fpare the country or the
people, was long preferved by tradition; and
the invafion of France by the Moors or Maho-
metans, affords the ground-work of thofe fables,
which have been fo wildly .disfigured in the
romances of chivalry, and fo clegantly adorned
by the Italian mufe. In the decline of fociety and
art, the deferted cities.could fupply a {lender
booty to the Saracens ; their richelt fpoil was
found in the churches and monafteries, which
they ftripped of their ornaments and delivered
to the flames: and the tutelar faints, both Hilary
of Poitiers and Martin of Tours, forgot their

~miraculous powers in the defence of their own

fepulchres **. A vicorious line of march had
been prolonged above a thoufand miles from
the rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire;
the repetition of an equal fpace would have
carried the Saracens to the confines of Poland
and the Highlands of Scotland: the Rhine is not
more impaffable than the Nile or Euphrates, and
the Arabian fleet might have failed without a
naval combat into the mouth of the Thames
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Perhaps the interpretatign of the Koran would cHaAPR
now be taught in the fchools of Oxford, and  wuw
her pulpits might demonftrate to a circumcifed

people the fanctity and truth of the revelation of
Mahomet *°.

From fuch calamities was Chriftendom deli- Defeat of the
vered by the gen‘ius and fortune of one man. g;:j;:‘;i;l
Charles, the illegitimate fon of the elder Pepin, te,
was content with the titles of mayor or duke of * ? 7%
the Franks, but he deferved to become the father
of a line of kings. In a laborious adminiftration
of twenty-four years, he reftored and fupported
the dignity of the throne, and the rebels  of
Germany and Gaul were fucceflively crufhed by
the acivity of a warrior, who, in the {fame cam-
paign, could difplay his banner on the Elbe, the
Rhone, and the fhores of the ocean. In the public
danger, he was fummoned by the voice of his
country; and his rival, the duke of Aquitain,
was reduced to appear among the fugitives and
fuppliants. ¢ Alas!” exclaimed the Franks, ‘“what
¢ 5 misfortune! what an indignity! We have
“ Jong heard of the name and conquefts of the
« Arabs: we were apprehenfive of their attack
fr ¢ from the Eaft; they have now conquered Spain,

) * and invade our country on the fide of the Weft.

“ Yet their numbers, and (fince they have no
“ buckler) their arms, are inferior to our own.”
“ 1f you follow my advice,” replied the prudent
mayor of the palace, * you will not interrupt
“ their march, nor precipitate your attack. They
“ are like a torrent, wyhich it is dangerous to

i3
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““ fiem in 1ts career The thirlt of riches, and the
“ confcioufnefs of fuccéfs, redouble their valour,
and valour is of more avail than arms or num-
bers. Be patient till they bave loaded themfelves
with the incumbrance of wealth. The pofleffion
 of wealth will divide their counfels and affure
“ your victory.” This {ubtle policy is perhaps
a refinement of the Arabian writers ; and the
{ituation of Charles will fuggelt 2 more narrow
and felfifh motive of procraftination; the fecret
defire of humbling the pride, and wafting the
p:ovinc&s, of the rebel duke of Aquitain. Itis
yet more probable, that the delays of Charles
were inevitable and relu&ant. A ftanding army
was wnknown under the firlt and fecond race:
more than half the kingdom was now in the hands
of the Saracens : according to their refpedtive
fituation, the Franks of Neuftria and Auftrafia
were too confcious ortooe earelefs of the impend-
ing danger; and the voluntary aids of the Gepide
and Germans were {eparated by a long interval
from the ftandard of the Chriftian general. No
fooner had he collected his forces, than he fought
and found the enemy in the centre of France,
between Tours and Poitiers. His well-conduded
march was covered by a range of hills, and
Abderame appears to have been furprifed by his
unexpeded prefence, The nations of Afia, Africa,
and Europe, advanced with equal ardour to an
encounter which would change the hiltory of the
world. In the fix firft days of defultory combat,
the horfemen and archers of the Eaft maintained

49
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their advantage: but in the clofer onfet of the
feventh day , the Orientals were oppreffed by the
firength and ftature of the Germans, who, with
flout hearts and iron hands’*, afferced the civil
and religious freedom of their pofterity. The
Cpithet of Martel, the Hammer, which has been
added to the name of Charles, is expreflive of
his weighty and irrefiftible {trokes: the valour of
Eudes was excited by refentment and emulation ;
and their companions, in the eye of hiftory, are
the true Peers and Paladins of Freach chivalry.
After a bloody field, in which Abderame was
flain, the Saracens, in the clofe of the evening,
retired to their camp. In the diforder and delpaiz
of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and
Damafcus, of Africa and Spain, were provoked
to turn their arms againft each other: the remains
of their hoft were fuddenly diffolved, and each
emir confulted his fafety by an hafty and feparate
retreat. At the dawn of day, the ftillnefs of an
hoftile camp was fuggeéted by the victorious
Chriftians: on the réport of their fpies, they
ventured to explore the riches of the vacant tents;
but, if we except fome celebrated relics, a fmall
portion of the fpoil was reftored to the innocent
and lawful owners. The joyful tidings were foon
diffufed over the Catholic world, and the monks
of Italy could affirm and believe that three hun-
dred and fifty, or three hundred and feventy-five
thoufand of the Mahometans had been crufhed by
the hammer of Charles**; while no more than
. fifteen hundred Chriftians were flain in the field
Z 4
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of Tours. But this incredible tale is fufficiently
difproved by the caution of the French general ,
who apprehended the fnares and accidents of a
purfuit, and difmiffed his German allies to their
native forefts. The inadivity of 2 conqueror
betrays the lofs of firength and blocd, and the
moft cruel execution is infliGted , not in the ranks
of battle, but on the backs of a flying enemy.
Yet the vidtory of the Franks was complete and
final; Aquitain was recovered by the arms of
Eudes; the Arabs never reflumed the conqueft of
Gaul, and they were foon driven beyond the

Pyrenees by Charles Viartel and his valiant race ™.

it might have been expected that the faviour of
Chriftendom would have been canonized, or at

leaft applauded, by the gratitude of the clergy,

'‘who are indebted to his fword for their prefent

exiftence. But in the public diftrefs, the mayor

of the palace had been compelled to apply the

riches, or at leaft the revenues, of the bifhops

and abbots, to the 1'eije,f;gof the ftate and the

reward of the foldiers. His merits were forgotten,

his facrilege alone was remembered , and, in an

epiftle to a Carlovingian prince, a Gallic fynod

prefames to declare that his anceftor was damned;

that on the opening of his tomb, the fpectators

were affrighted by a fmell of fire and the afpect

of an horrid dragon; and that a faint of the times

was indulged with a pleafant vifion of the foul

and body of Charles Martel , burning, to all eter-

nity , in the abyfs of hell **,

The lofs of an army, or a province, in the

]
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Weftern world, was lefs painful to the court of
Damafcus than the rife and progrefs of a2 domeftic
competitor. Except among the Syrians, the caliphs
of the houfe of Ommiyah bad never been the
obje@s of the public favour. The life of Mahomet
recorded their perfeverance mn idolatry and rebel-
iion: their converfion had been relu&ant, their
elevation irregular and factions, and their throne
was cemented with the moft holy and noble blood
of Arabia. The beft of their race, the pious
Omar, was diffatisfied with his own title: their
, perfonal virtues were infufficient to juftify a
departure from the order of fucceffion; and the
eyes and wifles of the faithful were turned to-
wards the line of Hafhem and the kindred of the
apoftle of God. Of thefe the Fatimites were
either rafh or pufillanimous; but the defcendants
of Abbas cherifhed, with courage and difcretion,
the hopes of their rifing fortunes. From an obfcure
refidence in Syria, they fecretly difpatched their
agents and miffionaries, who preached in the
Eaftern provinces their hereditary indefeafible
right; and Mohammed, the fon of Ali, the fon
of Abdallah, the fon of Abbas, the uncle of the
prophet, gave audience to the deputies of Chora-
fan, and accepted their free gift of four hundred
thoufand pieces of gold. After the death' of
Mohammed, the oath of allegiance was adminif-
tered-in the name of his fon Ibrahim to a numerous
band of votaties, who cxpedted [only a fignal
and a leader; and the governor of Chorafan
gontinued to deplore his fruitlefs admonitions and
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the deadly flumber of the caliphs of Damafcus,
till he himfelf with all his adherents was driven
from the city and palace of Meru, by the rebellious
arms of Abu Moflem **. That maker of kings,
the author, as he is named, of the call of the
Abbaffides , was at length rewarded for his
prefumption of merit with the ufual gratitude of
courts. A mean, perhaps a foreign, extraction
could not reprefls the alpiring energy of Abu
Moflem. Jealous of his wives, liberal of his
wealth, prodigal of his own blood and of that
of others, he could boalt with pleafure, and
poffibly with truth, that he had deftroyed fix
hundred thoufand of his enemies ; and fuch was
the intrepid gravity of his mind and countenance,
that he was never feen to fmile except on a day
of battle. In the vifible feparation of parties the
green was confecrated to the Fatimites; the Om-
miades were diftinguifhed by the white, and the
black , as the moft adverfe, was naturally adopted
by the Abbaflides. Their turbans and garments
were {tained with that gloomy colour: two black
ftandards, en pike-ftaves.nine cubits long, were
borne aloft in the van of Abu Mo{lem; and their
allegorical names of the night and the shadow
obfcurely reprefented the indiffoluble union and
perpetual fucceffion of the line of Hathem. From
the Indus to the Euphrates the Ealt was convulfed
by the quarrel of the white and the black facions:
the Abbaflides were molt frequently viGorious;
but their public fuccefs was clouded by the
perfonal misfortune of their chief. The court of

fia
£

His



\. b
) Al

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 347

Damafcus, awakening, from a long flumber,
refolved to prevent the pilgrimage of Vlecca ,
which Ibrahim had undertaken with a {plendid
retinue, to recommend himfelf at once to the
favour of the prophet and of the people. A
detachment of cavalry intercepted his march and
arrefted his perfon; and the unhappy lbrahim,
fnatched away from the promife of untaited royalty,
expired in iron fetters in the dungeons of Haran.
His two younger brothers, Saffah and Almanfor
eluded the fearch of the tyrant, and lay cancealed
atCufa, till the zeal of the people and the ap-
proach of his eaftern friends allowed them to
expofe their perfons to the impatient public. On
Friday, in the drefs of a caliph, in the colours of
the fe@, Saffah proceeded with religious and mili-
tary pomp to the mofch: afcending the pulpit,
he prayed and preached as the lawful fucceflor of
Mahomet; and, after his departure, his kinfmen
bound a willing people by an oath of fidelity.
But it was on the banks of the Zab, and not in
the mofch of Cufa, that this important controverfy
was determined. Every advantage appeared to
be on the fide of the white faction : the auchority
of eftablithed government; an army ofan hundred
and twenty thoufand foldiers, againft a fixth part
of that number; and the prefence and merit of
the caliph Mervan , the fourteenth and laft of the
houfe of Ommiyah. Before his acceffion to the
throne , he had deferved , by his Georgian warfare,
the honourable epithet of the als of Melopota-

mia**; and he might have been ranked among
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the greateflt princes, had not, fays Abulfeda, the eter-
nal order decreed that moment for the ruin of his
family ; a decree againft which all human prodence
and fortitude mult firuggle in vain. The orders
of Mervan were miftaken or difobeyed : the return
of his horle, from which he had difmounted on
a neceflary occafion, impreffed the belief of his
death ; and the enthufiafm of the black fquadrons
was ably conducted by Abdallah, the uncle of
his competitor. After an irretrievable defeat, the
caliph elcaped to IMoful; but the colours of the
Abbaffides were difplayed from the rampart; he
fuddenly repaffed the Tigris, caft a2 melancholy
Yook on his palace of Haran , croffed the Euphrates,
abandoned the fortifications of Damafcus, and,
without halting in Paleftine, pitched his laft and
fatal camp at Bufir on the banks of the Nile ¥,
His fpeed was urged by the incelfant diligence of
Abdallah , who in every ftep ofthe purfuit acquired
ftrength and reputation: the remains of the white
taction were finally vanquifhed in Egypt; and the
lance, which terminated the life and anxiety of
Mervan, was not lefs welcome perhaps to the
unfortunate than to the victorious chief. The
mercilefs inquifition of the conqueror eradicated
the moft diftant branches of the hoftile race: their
bones were fcattered , their memory was accurfed,
and the martyrdom of Hoffein was abundantly
revenged on the poiterity of his tyrants. Fourfcore
of the Ommiades, who had yielded to the faith
or clemency of their foes, were invited to a
banquet at Damafcus. The laws of hofpitality
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were violated by a promifcuous maffacre: the cuam
board was fpread over their fallen bodies; and  wi
the feftivity of the guelts was enlivened by the

mufic of their dying groans. By the event of the

civil war the dynafty of the Abbaflides was firmly
eftablifhed ; but the Chriftians only could triumph

in the mutual hatred and common lofs of the
difciples of Mahomet *.

Yet the thoufands who were fivept away by the revert of
fword of war might have been fpeedily retrieved gi"‘]‘)‘"h_q
in the fucceeding generation, if the confequences = i
of the revolution had not tended to diffolve the
power and tnity of the empire of the Saracens.

In the profcription of the Ommiades, a royal
youth of the name of Abdalrahman aloné efcaped
the rage of his enemies, who hunted the wandering
exile from the banks of the Euphrates to the vallies
e of mount Atlas. His prefence in the neighbourhood
ire of Spain revived the zeal of the white faction.
The name and caufe of the Abbaffides had been firft
vindicated by the Perfians: the Welt had been
pure from civil arms; and the fervants of the
abdicated family ftill held , by a precarious tenure,
T the inheritance of their lands and the offices of
government. Strongly prompted by gratitude,
indignation, and fear, they invited the grandfon
of the caliph Hafhem to afcend the throne of his
anceftors; and in his defperate condition , the
extremes of rathnefs and prudence were almolft the
fame. ‘The acclamations of the people faluted his
landing on the coalt of Andalufia; and, after a

fuccefsful fruggle, Abdalrahman eRablifhed the
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throne of Cordova, and was the father of the
Ommiades of Spain, who reigned above two
hundred and fifty years from the Adlantic to the
Pyrenees . He flew in battle a lieutenant of the
Abbaflides, who had invaded his dominions with
a fieet and army: the head of Ala, in falt and
camphire, was fufpended by a daring meffenger
before the palace of Mecca; and the caliph Al
manfor rejoiced in his fafety , that he was removed
by feas and lands from fuch a formidable adverfary.
Their mutual defigns or declarations of offenfive
war evaporated without effet; but inftead of
opening a door to the conqueflt of Europe, Spain
was ‘diffevered from the trunk of the monarchy,
engaged in. perpetual hoftility with the Eaft, and
inclined to peace and friendMip with the Chriltian
fovereigns of ‘Conflantinople and France. The
example of the Ommiades was imitated by the
real or fittitious progeny of Ali, the Edriflites of
Mauritania, and the mote powerful Fatimites of
Africa and Egypt. In the tenth century, the
chair of Mahomet was difputed by three caliphs
or commanders of the faithful, who reigned at
Bagdad, Cairoan, and Cordova , excommunicated
vach other, and agreed only in a principle of
difcord, thatafecary is more odious and criminal
than an unbeliever *°.

Meécca was the patrimony of the line of Hafhem,
yet the Abbaflides were never tempted to refide
either in the birth - place or the city of the prophet.
Damafcus was difgraced by the choice, and polluted
with the blood, of the Ommiades; and after fome
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hefitation, Almanfor, the brother and fucceflor of
Saffah, laid the foundations of Bagdad *, the
Imperial feat of his pofterity during a reign of
five hundred years **. The chofen fpot is on the
ealtern bank of the Tigris about fifteen miles above
the ruins of Modain: the double wall was of a
circular form; and fuch was the rapid encreafe of
a capital, now dwindled to a provincial town, that
the funeral of a popular faint might be attended
by eight hundred thoufand men and fixty thoufand
women of Bagdad and the adjacent villages. In
this city of peace *’, amidft the riches of the Eaft,
the Abbaflides {oon difdained the abftinence and
Trugality of the firlt caliphs, and afpired to emulate
the magnificence of the Perfian kings.” After his
wars and buildings, Almanfor left behind him 1z
gold and filver about thirty millions fterling **;
and this treafure was exhaufted in a few years by
the vices or virtués of his children. His fon
Mahadi, in afingle pilgrimage to Mecca, expended
fix millions of dinars of gold. A pious and charitable
motive may fanctify the foundation of cifterns and
caravanieras, which he diftributed along ameafured
toad of {even hundred miles; but his train of
camels, laden with fnow, could ferve only to
aftonifh the narives of Arabia, and to refrefh the
fruics and liquors of the royal banquet *. The
courtiers would farely praife che liberality of his
grandfon Almamon, who gave away four fifths
of the income of a province, afum of two millions
four hundred thoufand gold dinars, before he drew
his foot from the fiirfup. At the nuptials of the
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fame prince, a thoufand pearls of the I'xrgeﬁ fize
were fhowered on the head of the bride *, and a
lottery of lands and houfes difplayed the capricious
bounty of fortune. The glories of the court were
bnghtened rather than impaired in the decline of
the empires and a Greek ambaflfador might admire
or pity the magnificence of ..he feeble Moctader.
“The caliph’s whole army, > fays the hiftorian
AbUl'F(‘G.l , “both horfe and foot, was under arms,
< which together made a body of one hundred
« and fixty thoufand men. His fate- officers,
<, the favourite flaves, ftood near him in fplend: d
« apparel, their belts glttering with gold and
“ gems. Near them were feven thoufand eunuichs,
L f'ml thoufand of them white , the remainder
<« black. The porters or door - keepers were n
« number feven hundred. Barges and boats, swith
« themoft fupmb decorations, were feen fiwimming
“ upon the Tigris. Nor was the palacc itfelf lefs
« {plendid, in “which were hung up thirty - eight
« thoufand pieces of tapeltry, twelve thouhnd
« five hundred of which were of filk embroidered
« with gold. The carpets on the floor were
% twenty -two thoufand. An hundred lions were
“ brought out with a keeper to each lion *.
£ Among theotherlpe&uics01“1'11\,and ftupendous
“ Juxury, was a trec of gold and filver fpreading
¢« into eighteen large bmncnes on which, and
« on the lefler bou ghs, fat a variety of birds
¢ made of the fame preciouns metals, as well as
< the leaves of the tree. While the machinery
« affected fpontaneous motions, the f{everal birds
“ warbled
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b, * warbled their natural harmony. Through this ¢ u a p,
¢ fcene of magnihcence, the Greek ambaffador LIL

« was led by the vilir to the foot of the caliph’s
_ € throne *".” In the Welt, the Ommiades of
ix  Spain fupported, with equal pomp, the title of
commander of the faithful. Three miles from
Cordova, 1n honour of his favourite fultana, the
third and greateft of the Abdalrahmans conftru@ed
the city, palace, and gardens of Zchra. Twenty-
five years ; and above three millions f{terling,
were employed by the founder: his liberal tafte
invited the artifts of Conftantinople, the moft
{kilful fculptors and architects of the age; and the
buildings were fuftained or adorned by twelve
hundred columns of Spanifh and African, of Greek
and Itahan marble. The hall of audience was
encrufted with gold and pearls,, and a great bafon
in the centre, was furrounded with the curious
and coftly figures of birds and quadrupeds. In a
lofty pavilion of the gardens, one of thefe bafons’
and fountains, fo delightful in a fultry chmate,
was replenified not with water, but with the
purelt quick(ilver. The feraglio of Abdalrahman,
his wives, concubines, and black eunuchs,
«  amounted to f{ix thoufand three hundred perfons;
p and he was attended to the field by a guard of
twelve thoufand horfe, whofe belts and fcymetars
were {tudded with gold *’.

In aprivate condition, our defires are perpetually Jes conte
repreflfed by poverty and fubordination; but the ::::;“;’|"
lives and labours of millions are devoted to the pubiic hippic
fervice of a defpotic.prince , whofe laws are Ma
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blindly obeyed , and whale wifhes are inftantly
gratified.  Qur imagation is dazzled by the
fplendid picture; and whatever may be the cool
ditates of r-cafou, there are few among us who
would obftina‘ely refule a trizl of the comforts
and the cares of 1oy'l ty. It may therefore be of
fome ufe to borrow the expericnce of the fame
Abdalrahman, whofe maguiticence has perhaps
excited our admiration and envy, and to tranfcribe
an 'mrhc;“c memorial which was found in the
clofet of the deceafed caliph. “1Ihave now reigned
“ above fifty years in vidtory or peace; beloved
“ by my fubjeés, dreaded by my enemies, and
“ refpected by my allies. Riches and honours,
“ power and plealure, have waited cn my call,
“ nor does any earthly blefling appear to have
¢ been wanting to my felicity. In this {ituation,
« | have diligently numbered the days of pure
“ and genuine happinefs which have fallen to my
“ Jot: they amount to FOURTEEN: — O man!
< place not thy confidence in this prefent world e
The luxury of the caliphs, fo uleles to thwr
private happinefs, relaxed the nerves, and termi-
nated the progrefs, of the Arabian empire. Tem-
poral and fpiritual conqueit bad been the fcle
occupation of the firlt fucceffors of Mahomet;
and after fupplying themf{elves with the neceffaries
oflife, the whole revenue was fcrupulouily devoted
to that falutary work. The Abbaflides were
impoverifhed by the multitude of their wants and
their contempt of economy. Inftead of purfuing
the great objet of ambition, their leifure, their
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affetions, the powers of their mind , were diverted
by pomp and pleafure: the rewards of valour
were embezzled by women and eunuchs, and the
royal camp was encumbered by the luxury of the
palace. A fimilar temper was diffuled z’:tﬁt)ng the
fubje@s of the caliph. Their flern enthufiafm
was foftencd by time and profperity : they fought
riches In the occupations of indultry, fame in
the purfuits of licerature. and happinels in the
tranquillity. of domeftic life. War was no longe
the paflion of the Saracens; and the encreafe of
pay , the repetition of donatives, were infufficient
to allure the polterity of thofe voluntary champions
who had crowded to the ftandard of Abubeker
and Omar for the hopes of fpoil and of paradife.

Under the reign of the Ommiades, the {tudies Introdadion
? i - i ; of learning
of the Moflems were confined to the interpretation among the
of the Koran, and the eloquence and poetry of *:‘f“gia“h
their native tongue. A people continually expofed 5, 81:‘3_",
to the dangers of the field , mult efteem the healing
powers ol medicine or rather of furgery : but the
ftarving phyficians of Arabia murmured a com-
plaiat , that exercife and temperance deprived
them of the greatelt part of their practice **. After
their civil and domeltic wars, the fubje®s of the
Abbaffides, awakening from this mental lethargy,
found leifure and felc curiofity for the acquifition
of profane {cience. This fpirit was firlt encouraged
by the caliph Almanfor, who befides his knowledge
of the Mahometan law, bad applied himfsif with
fuccefs to the tudy of altronomy. But when th
fceptre devolved to Almaman, the feventh of the
~ A
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Abbaflides , he completed the defigns of his
grandfather , and invited the mufes from their
ancient feats. His amballudors at Conftantinople,
his agents 1n Armenia, Syria, and Egypt, col-
le¢ted the volumes of Grecian fcience: at his
command they were tranflated by the moft (kilful
interpreters into the Arabic language: his fubjeds
were exhorted affiducully to perufe thefe nltru&tive
writings; and the fucceffor of Mahomet affifted
with pleafure and modefly at the affemblies and
difputations of the learned. *“He was notignorant,”
fays Abulpharagius, “that they are the ele® of
“ God, his beft and moft ufeful fervants, whofe
« lives are devoted to the improvement of their
« rational faculties. The mean ambition of the
< Chinefe or the Turks may glory 1n the induftry
< of their hands or the indulgence of their brutal
« appetites. Yet thefe dextrous artifts muft view,
« with hopelefs emulation, the hexagons and
« pyramids of the cells of a bee-hive ™: thefe
« fortitudinous heroes are awed by the fuperior
& fiercenefs of the lions and tigers; and in their
“ amorous enjoyments, they are much inferior to
“ the vigour of the groffelt and moft fordid
“ quadrupeds. The teachers of wildom are the
& true luminaries and legiflators of a world, which,
“ without their aid, would again fink in ignorance
% and barbarifm .” The zeal and curiefity of
Almamon were imitated by fucceeding princes of
the line of Abbas: their rivals, the Fatimites of
Africa and the Ommiades of Spain, were the-
patrons of the learned , as well as the commanders
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of the faithful: the fame royal prerogative was
claimed by their independent emirs of the pro-
vinces; and their emulation diffufed the tafte and
the rewards of fcience from Samarcand and Bochara
to Fez and Cordova. The vifir of a fultan
confecrated a fum of two bundred thoufand pieces
of gold to the foundation of a college at Bagdad,

which he endowed with an annual revenue of

fifteen thoufand dinars. The fruits of inftru&ion
were communicated , perhaps at different times,
to fix thoufand difciples of every degree, from
the fon of the noble to that of the mechanic: a
fufficient allowance was provided for the indigent
fcholars, and the merit or induftry of the profeffors
was repaid with adequate ftipends. In every city
the productions of Arabic literature were copied
and collected by the curiofity of the ftudious and
the vanity of the rich. A private doctor refufed
the invitation of the fultan of Bochara, becaufe
the carriage of his books would have required
four hundred camels.  The royal library of the
Fatimites confifted of one hundred thoufand
manufcripts,, elegantly tranfcribed and fplendidly
bound , which were lent, without jealouly ox
avarice , to the ftudents of Cairo. Yet this
colle@tion muft appear moderate, if we can believe
that the Ommiades of Spain had formed a library
of fix hundred thoufand velumes, forty -four of
which were employed in the mere catalogue,
Their capital, Cordova, with the adjacent towns
of Malaga, Almeria, and Murcia, had given
bisth to more¢ thap three hundred writers, and
Aasg
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above feventy public libraries were opened in the
cities of the Andalufian kingdom. The age of
Arabian learning continued about five hundred
years, till the great eruption of the Moguls, and
was comxval with the darkelt and niolt flothiul
period of Eurcopean annals; but fince the fun of
fcience has arifen in the Welt, it fhould feem
that the Oriental ftudies have languifhed and
declined **.

In the libraries of the Arabians, as in thofe of
Europe, the far greater part of the mnumerable
volumes were pofleflfed only of local value or
mmaginary merit . The fhelves were crowded
with orators and poets, whofe ftyle was adapted
to the tafte and manners of their countrymen;
with general and partial hiftories, which each
revolving generation fupplied with a new harvelt
of perfons and events; with codes and com-
mentaries -of jurifprudence, which derived their
authority from the law of the prophet; with the
anterpreters of the Koran, and orthodox tradition,
and with the whole theological tiibe, polemics,
myflics, fcholaftics, and moralifts, the firlt or
the lalt of writers, according to the different
eftimate of fceptics or believers. The works of
fpeculftion or fcience may be reduced to the four
clalfes of philofophy, mathematics, aftronomy,
and phyfic. The fages of Greece were tranflated
and illuftrated in the Arabic language, and fome
treatifes , now loft in the original, bave been
recovered in the verfions of the Eaft **, which

pollefled and ftudied the writings of Arifiotle
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and Plato, of Euclid and Apollonius, of Ptolemy,
Hippocrates , and Galen *. Among the ideal
fyltems, which have varied with the fafhion of
the times, the Arabians adopted the philofophy
of the Stagirite, alike intelligible or alike obfcure
for the readers of every age. Plato wrote for
the Athenians, and his allegorical genius 1s too
clofely blended with the language and religion
of Greece. After the fall of that religion, the
Peripatetics , emerging from their obfcurity,
prevailed - 1 the controverfics of the Oriental
fects, and their founder was long afterwards
reftored by the Mahometans of Spain to the
Latin {chools **. The phyflics, both of the
Academy and the Lyceum, as they are built,
not on obfervation, but on argument, "have
retarded the progrefs of real knowledge. The
metaphyfics of infinite, or finite , {pirit, bave
too often been enlifted in the fervice of fuperfti-
tion. But the human faculties are fortified by the
art and practice of diale@ics; the ten predica-
ments of Arillotle collet and methodife our
ideas **, and his fyllogifm is the keenelt weapon
of difpute. It was dextroufly wielded in the
{chools of the Saracens, but as it is more effectual
for the detection of error than for the inveltiga-
tion of truth, it is not furprifing that new
generations of mafters and difciples fhould fhill
revolve in the fame circle of logical argument.
The mathematics are diftinguifhed by a peculiar
privilege, that, in the courfe of ages, they may
always advance, and can never recede. But the
A a4
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ancient geometry, if I am not mifinformed, was
refumed in the fame ftate by the ltalians of the
fifteenth century ; and whatever may be the
origin of the name, the fcience of algebra is
afcribed to thé Grecian Diophantus by the modef
teftimony of the Arabs themfelves **. They cul-
tivated with more fuccefs the fublime fcience of
altronomy, which elevates the mind of man to
difdain his diminutive planet and momentary
exiftence. The coftly inftruments of obfervation
were fupplied by the caliph Almamon, and the
land of the Chald=ans {ill afforded the fame
fpacious level, the fame unclouded horizon. In
t_he plains of Sinaar, and a fecond time in thofe
of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately meafured
a degree of the great circle of the earth, and
determined at twenty-four thoufand miles the
entire circumference of our globe *'. From the
reign of the Abbaflides to iImt of the grandchil-
dren of Tamerlane, the fars, without the aid of
glaffes, were dili?ently oblerved; and the d[}.rono«
mical tables of Bagdad, Spain, and Samarcand °

correct {fome minute errors, without daring to
renounce the hypothefis of Ptolemy , without
advancing a ftep towards the difcovery of the
folar fyftem, In the eaftern courts, the truths of
{cience could be recommended only by ignorance
and folly, and the aftronomer wovld Im\e been
difregarded, had he not debafed his wifdom o
honeflty by the vain predidions of aftrology *.
But in the fcience of medicine, the Arabians
have been defervedly applauded. The name of

et
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" Mefua and Geber, of Razis and Avicenna, are ¢ m A P.
ranked with the Grecian malters; in the city of  LiL
Bagdad, eight hundred and fixty phyficians were
licenfed to exercife their lucrative profeflion **:
in Spain, the life of the Catholic princes was
entrufted to the [kill of the Saracens *’, and the
{chool of Salerno , their legitimate offspring,
revived in Italy and Europe the precepts of the
healing art **. The fuecefs of each profelfor muft
have been influenced by perfonal and accidental
caufes; but we may form a lefs fanciful eflimate
of the general knowledge of anatomy 7, bo-
tany °°, and chemiftry °*, the threefold bafis of
their theory and practice. A fuperflitions rever-
ence for the dead confined both the Greeks
and the Arabians to the diffe&tion of apes and
quadrupeds ; the more folid and wifible parts
were known in the time of Galen, and the finer
fcrutiny of the buman frame was referved for
the microfcope and the inje@ions of modern
artilts, Botany is an adive fcience , and the
difcoveries of the torrid zone might enrich the
herbal of Diofcorides with two thoufand plants.
Some traditionary knowledge might be fecreted
in the temples and monafteries of Egypt; much
ufeful experience had been acquired in the
practice of arts and manufactures; but the fcience
of chemifiry owes its origin and improvement to
the induftry of the Saracens. They firft invented
and named the alembic for the purpofes of diftil-
lation , analyfed the fubfiances of: the three
kingdoms of nature, tried the diftindion and
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affinities of alcalis and acids, and converted the

poifonous minerals into f\;.L and falutary medi-
cines. But the moft c—,:'j::r fearch of Arabimn
chermury was the tranfmutation of metals, and
the elixir of 1mmortal n-::x!m: the reafon and the
fortunes of thoufands were evaporated in the
crucibles of r‘\"l‘vmy and the confummation of
the great work was pi._rmol_’rf by the worthy aid
of myftery, fable, and fuperflition.

But the Mk ‘E-: ms deprived themfelves of the
principal bcl. fits of a familiar intercourle with
Greece and Rome, the knowledge of antiquity,
the purity of tafte, and the freedom of thought,
Confident in the riches of their native tongue,
the Arabians difdained the fludy of any foreign
idiom. 'The 'Greek interpreters were ~chofen
among their Chriftian fub;-euts, they formed their
tranflations , fometimes on the original text,
more frequently perhaps on a Syriac verfion:
and in the crowd of aftronomers and phyficians,
there 1s no example of a poet, an orator, or
even an hiftorian, being taught to fpeak the
language of the Saracens °. The mythology of
Homer would have provoked the abhorrence of
thofe ftern fanatics: they poflefled in lazy ignor-
ance the colonies of the Macedonians, and the
provinces of Carthage and Rome: the heroes of
Plutarch and Livy were buried in oblivion; and
the hiftory of the world before Mahomet was
reduced to a fhort legend of the patriarchs, the
prophets, and the Perflan kings. Our education
in the Greek and Latin fchools may have fixed
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in our mind a flandard of exclufive tafte; and 1
am not forward to condemn the literature and
judgment of nations, of whofe language T am
ignorant. Yet I #now that the claff

to teachy and I believe that the Orientals have
much to learn: the temperate dignity of ftyle,
the graceful proportions of art, the forms of
vifible and intellectual beaunty, the jult delineation
of character and paffion, the rhetoric of narrauve
and argument, the regular fabric of epic and
dramatic poetry '*. The influence of truth and
reafon is of a lefs ambiguous complexion. The
philofophers of Athens and Rome enjoyed the
bleflings, and afferted the rights, of civil and
religious freedom. Their moral and political
writings might have gradually unlocked the
fetters of Eaftern defpotifm, diffufed a liberal
Ipirit of enquiry and toleration, and encouraged
the Arabian fages to fufpect that their caliph
was a tyrant and their prophet an impoftor ™.
The inftinct of fuperftition was alarmed by the
introduction even of the abfira& fciences; and
the more rigid doctors of the law condemned
the rafh and pernicious curiofity of Almamon 7.
To the thirlt of martyrdom, the vifion of paradife,
and the belief of predeltination, we mult afcribe
the invincible enthufiafm of the prince and people.
And the fword of the Saracens became lcfs
formidable , when their youth was drawn away
from the camp to the college, when the armics
of the faithful prefumed to read and to reflect
Yet the foolifh vanity of the Greeks was jealous

1cs have much
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of their ftudies, and reluctantly imparted the
facred fire to the Barbarians of the Eaft ™

In the bloody conflict of the Ommiades and

run al Rashid Abhaflides, the Greeks had ftolen the opportunity

of avenging their wrongs and eanlarging their
limits. But a fevere retribution was exacted by
Mohadi, the third caliph of the new dynafty,
who {eized in his turn the favourable opportunity,
while a woman and a child, Irene and Confian.
tine, were feated on the Byzantine throne. An
army of ninety-five thoufand Perfians and Arabs
was fent from the Tigris to the Thracian Bofpho-
rus, under the command of Harun ”°, or Aaron,
the fecond fon of the commander of the faithful,
His encampment on the oppofite heights of
Chryfopolis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her
palace of Conftantinople , of the lofs of her
troops and provinces.  With the confent or
connivance of their fovereign her minifters {ub.
feribed an ignominious peace; and the exchange
of fome royal gifts could not difguife the annual
tribute of feventy thoufand dinars of gold, which
was impofed on the Roman empire. The Sara-
cens had too rafhly advanced into the midft of a
diftant and hoftile land: their retreat was folicited
by the promife of faithful guides and plentiful
markets ; and not a Greek had courage to
whifper, that their weary forces might be furs
rounded and deftroyed in their neceffary paffage
between a {lippery mountain and the river
Sangarius. Five years after this expedition, Harun
afcended the throne of his father and his elder
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brother; the moft powerful and vigorous monarch
of his race, illuftrious in the Welt, as the ally
of Charlemagne, and familiar to the moft childifly
readers, as the perpetual hero of the Arabian
tales. His title to the name of Al Rashid (the Juft)
is fullied by the extirpation of the generous ,
perbaps the innocent, Barmecides; yet he could
liften to the complaint of a poor widow who
had been pillaged by his troops, and who dared,
in a paffage of the Koran, to threaten the inat-
tentive defpot with the judement of God and
pofterity. His court was adorned with luxury
and {fcience; but, in‘a reien of three-and-twenty
years, Harun repeatedly vifited his provinces
from Chorafan to Egypt; nine times he performed
the pilgrimage of Mecca; eight times he invaded
the territories of the Romans; and as often as
they declined the payment of the tribute, they
were taught'to feel that a month of depredation
was more coftly than a year of fubmiffion. But
when the unnatural mother of Conftantine was
depofed and banifhed, her fucceffor Nicephorus
refolved to obliterate this badge of fervitude
and difgrace. The epiftle of the emperor to the
caliph was pointed with an allufion to the game
of chefls, which had already fpread from Perfia
to Greece. « The queen (he fpoke of Irene)
“ confidered you as a rook and herfelf as a pawn.
That pufillanimous female fubmitted to pay a
tribute , the double of which fhe ought to
have exacted from the Barbarians. Reftore
therefore the fruits of your injuftice, or abide
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$othe detcrmin?tion of the fwoird. 7 At thefe
words the ambafladors calt a bundle of {words
before the foot of the throne. The caliph
fmiled at the menace, and drawiog his foyme-
tar , famfamah , a weapon of hiftoric or fabu-
lous renown, he cut afunder the feeble arms of
the Greeks ,  without ~turning the edge , or
endangering the temper, of his blade. He then
dictated an epiitle of tremendous brevity 2 « In
“ the name of the moft merciful God, Harun
« al Rafhid, commander of the faithful, to
® Nicephorus, the Roman dog. I have read thy
 Jetter, O thou fon of an unbelieving mother.
¢ Thou fhalt not hear, thou fhalt behold my
« reply. ” It was written Ia characters of blood
and fire on the plains of Phrygia ; and the
warlike celerity of .the Arabs could only be
checked by the arts of deceit and the fhew of
repentance. 1he tnump.nmt caliph retired, after
the fabl&um of the campaign, to his favourite
palace of Racca on the Euphrates 7. ‘but- the
diftance of five hundred miles, and the incle-
mency of the feafon, encouraged his adverfary
to violate the peace. Nicephorus was altonifhed
by the bold and rapid march of the commander
of the faithful, who repaffed, in the depth of
winter, the fnows of mount Taurus: his firata-
gems of policy and war were exhaulted; and the
perfidious Greek elcaped with three wounds from
a field of battle 0*'c1‘n\,acl with forty thoufand
of his fubjects. Yet the emperor was afhamed of
fub;nlfﬁon_, and the caliph was refolyed on vidtory.

o
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One hundied ‘and thirty -five thoufand regular CHa P
foldiers received pay, and were infcribed in the  gn
military roll; and above three hundred thoufand
perfons of every denomination marched under the
black ftandard of the Abbaflides. They fwept
the furface of Afia Minor far beyond Tyana and
Ancyra, and invefted the Pontic Heraclea 77,
once a ﬂc:m'iﬁ;ing {tate, now a paltry town; at
that time capable of fultaining in her antique
walls a month’s fiege againft the forces of the
Eaft. The ruin was complete , the fpoil was
ample; but if Harun had been converfant with
Grecian ftory , he would have regretted the
ftatue of Hercules, whofe attributes, the club,
the bow, the quiver, and the lion’s hide, were
feulptured in mafly gold. The progrefs of defola-
tion by fea and land, from the Euxine to the ifle
of Cyprus, compelled the emperor Nicephorus
to retract his haughty defiance.  In the new
0 treaty , the ruins of Heraclea were left for ever
as a leffon and a trophy; and the coin of the
tribute was marked with the image and luper-
fcription of Harun and his three fons 7°. Yet
this plurality of lords might contribute to remove
the difhoneur of the Roman name. After the
death of their father, the heirs of the caliph
were involved in civil difcord, and the congqueror,
the liberal Almamon, was fufficiently engaged in
the reltgration of domeftic peace and the intro-
duction of foreign fcience.
Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, gi e Aol
: : - - e ubdue the
Michael the Stammersr at Conitantinople , the ige of crete,
Hlands of Crete ”* and Sicily were fubdued by a. b. 2.
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the Arabs.” The former of thefe conquefts is
difdained by their own writers, who were ignorant
of the fame of Jupiter and Minos, but it has not
beea overlooked by the Byzantine hiltonans,
who now begin to calt a clearer light on the
affairs of their own times °°. A band of Anda-
lufian volunteers , difcontented with the climate
or government of Spain, explored the adventures
of the fea; but as they failed in no more than
ten or twenty gallies , their warfare mult be
branded with the name of piracy. As the fubjects
and fe@aries of the white party , they might law-
fully invade the dominions of the black caliphbs.
A rebellious facion introduced them 1nto Alexs
andria *"; they cut in pieces both friends and
foes, pillaged the churches and the mofch, fold
above fix thoufand Chriftian captives, and main-
tained their ftation in the capital of Egypt, till
they were opprefled by the forces and the prefence
of Almamon himfelf. From the mouth of the
Nile to the Hellefpont , the iflands and feacoafts
both of the Greeks and Moflems were expofed to
their depredations; they faw, they envied , they
tafted, the fertilityof Crete, and foon returned with
forty gallies to a more ferious attack. The Andalu-
fians wandered over the land fearlefs and unmoleft-
ed; but when they defcended with their plunder to
the feafhore, their veffels were in flames, and their
chief, Abu Caab, confeffed himfelf the author of
the mifchief. Theirclamoursaccufed bis madnefs or
treachery. © Of what do you complain ? ” replied
the crafty emir. © 1 have brought you to a land

« flowing
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“ flowing with milk and honey, Here is your C HA P,
“ true country; repofe from your toils, and forget ik,

% the barren place of your nativity,” < And

« our wives and children?” “ Your beauteous
captives will fupply the place of your wives,

1

® and 1n their embraces you will foon become
“ the fathers of a new progeny.” The fitlt
habitation was their camp, with a ditch and
rampart , in the bay of Suda; but an apoftate
monk led them to a more defirable polition
in the ealtern parts; and the name of Candax,
their forwrefs and colony , has been extended to
the whole ifland, under the corrupt and modern
appellation of Candic. The hundred cities of the

age of [Minos were diminifhed to thirty; and of

thefe , only one, moft probably Cydonia, had
o courage to retain the fubflance of freedom and
¢ the profeflion of Chriftianity. The Saracens of
o Crete foon repaired the lofs of their navy; and

the timbers of mount Ida were lauached into
the main. During an hoftile period , of one
hundred and thirty-eight years, the princes of
Conftantinople attacked thefe licentious corlairs
with fruitlefs courfes and ineffetual arms.

The lofs of Sicily ** was occafioned by an act andof s
of fuperftitious rigour. An amorous youth who A !
had {tolen a nun from her cloyfter, was fentenced
by the emperor to the amputation of his tongue.
Euphemius appealed to the realon and policy of
the Saracens of Africa ; and foon returned with
the Imperial purple, a fleet of one hundred
thips, and an anpy of feven hundred horfe and

Vor. 1X, B Db
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ten thoufand foot. They landed at Mazara near
the ruins of the ancient Selinus; but after fome
partial vitories , Syracufe * was delivered by
the Greeks, the apoftate was flain before her
walls , and his African friends were reduced to
the neceflity of feeding on the flefh of their own
horfes. In their turn they were relieved by a
powerful feinforcement of their brethren of An.
dalufia; the largeft and weftern part of the ifland
was gradually reduced , and the commodious
harbour of Palermo was chofen for the feat of
the naval and military power of the Saracens.
Syracufe preferved about fifty years the faith
which fhe had fworn to Chrift and to Cafar.
In the laft and fatal fiege, her citizens difplayed
fome remnant of the fpirit which had formerly
refifted the powers of Athens and Carthage.
They ftood above twenty days againft the bat-
tering-rams and catapulte, the mines and tortoifes
of the befiegers, and the place might bave been
relieved , if the mariners of the Imperial fleet
had not been detained at Conftantinople in build-
ing a church to the Virgin Mary. The deacon
Theodofius , with the bifhop and clergy , was
dragged in chains from the altar to Palermo,
caft into a fubterraneous dungeon, and expofed
to the hourly peril of death or apoftacy. His
pathetic, and not inelegant complaint, may be
read as the epitaph of his country **. From the
Roman conquelt to this final calamity, Syraculfe,
now dwindled to the primitive ifie of Ortygea,
had infenfibly declined. Yet the relics were fill
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precious; the plate of the cathedral weighed five cua r
‘ thoufand pounds of filver; the entire fpoil was 1IL,
computed at one million of pieces of gold {about
“l four hundred thouland pounds &eriing], and the
captives mult outnumber the feventeen thoufand
Chriftians, who were tranfported from the fack
of Tauromenium into Afiican fervitude. In Sicily,
the ‘religion and language of the Greeks were
eradicated ; and fuch was the docility of the
rifing generation, that fifteen thouland boys were
circumcifed and clothed on the fame day with
the fon of the Fatimite caliph. ‘The Arabian
fquadrons iffued from the harbours of Palermo,
Biferta, and Tunis; an hundred and fifty towns
of Calabria and Campania were attacked and
pillaged; nor could the fuburbs of Rome be de-
fended by the name of the Cwfars and apofiles.
Had the Mahometans been united, Italy muft
have fallen an eafy and glorious acceffion to the
empire of the prophet. But the caliphs of Bagdad
had loft their authority in the Weft; the Aglab-
ites and Fatimites ufurped the provinces of
Africa; theiv emirs of Sicily afpired to inde-
pendence; and the defign of conqueft and do-
minion was degraded to a repetition of predatory
inroads *’,

In the fufferings of proftrate Italy, the name favation of
of Rome awakens a {olemn and mournful recol- ?;’r"m]" the
lection. A fleet of Saracens from the African a. b, g5,
coalt prefumed to enter the mcuth of the Tyber,
and to approach a city which even yet, in her
fallen ftate, was revered as the metropolis of the
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3 : nd ramparts were
f>uardc_c1 oy a ucmb 1g p:r-p‘.-::; out the tombs
bwd temp;‘:b of St. Peter and t;t ";LL:E were left
expofed in the fubt lb‘: of the Vatican and of
the Oftian way. Their invifible fancity had
protected them againft the Goths, the Vandals,
and the Lombards; but the Arabs di[‘daimzd both
the gofpel and the l::;;cnrl; and their rapacious
{pirit was approved and animated by the precepts
of the Koran. The Chriftian ido/s were {tripped
of their coftly offerings, a filver altar was torn

away from the fhrine of St. Peter ; and if the
bodies or the buildings were left entire, their
deliverance mult be imputed to the hafte, rather
than the fcruples, of the Saracens. In therr
courfe, along the Appian way ,  they pillaged
Fundi and belieged Gayeta; but they had turned
afide from the walls of Rome, and, by their
divifions, the Capitol was faved from the yoke
of the prophet of Mecca. The i‘-a'nc danger {till

impended on the heads of the Roman people;
and “their domeftic force was unequal to the
affault of an African emir. They claimed the
protedtion of their Latin fovereign; but the
il:ar10'~'ii-13'ia11 tandard was overthrown by a
detachment of the Barbarians ;- they meditated
the refltoration of the Greek empcrors; but the
attempt was treafonable, and the fuccour remote
and precarious . Their diftrefs appeared to
receive fome aggravation from the death of their
{piritual and temporal chief; but the prefling
emergency fuperfeded the forms and intrigues of
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an election ; and the unanimous choice of pope cCHAPR
Leo the fourth ¥ was the fafety of the church  wiw
and city. This pontiff was born a Roman; the
courage of the firlt ages of the republic glowed
in his breaft; and, amidft the ruins of his coun-
try, he ftood ere@, like one of the firm and
lofty columns that rear their heads above the
fragments of the Roman forunf. The firfk days
of his reign were confecrated to the purification
and removal of relics, to prayers and proceflions,
and to all the folemn offices of religion, which
ferved at lealt to heal the imagination, and
reftore the hopes, of the multitude. The public
defence had been long neglected, not from the
prefumption of peace, but from the diftrefls and
poverty of the times. As far as the fcantinefs
of his means, and the fhortnefs of his leifure
would allow, the ancient walls were repaired by
the command of Leo; fifteen towers, in the moft
acceflible ftations, were built or renewed; two
%  of thefe commanded on either fide the Tyber;
) and an iron chain was drawn acrofs the ftream
‘ to impede the afcent of an hoftile navy. The
Romans were aflured of a fhort refpite by the
welcome news, that the fiege of Gayeta had
been raifed, and that a part of the enemy, with
their facrilegious plunder, had perithed in the
waves.

But the ftorm, which had been delayed, foon visery ana
burlt upon them with redoubled violence. The " of
Aglabite **, who reigned in Africa, had inherited a. p, 540,
from his father a treafure and an army: a fleet
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of Arabs and Moors, after a fhort refrefhment

in the harbours of Sardinia, caft anchor before

the mouth of the Tyber, fixteen miles from the
city; and their difcipline and numbers appeared
to threaten, not a tranfient inroad, but a {erious
defign of conqueflt and dominion. But the vigi-
lance of Leo had formed an alliance with the
vaflals of the Gueek empire, the free and mari-
time ftates of Gayeta, ’\Taples, and Amalfi; and
in the hour of danger, their gallies appeared in
the port of Oftia under the command of Cxfarius
the fon of the Neapolitan duke, a noble and
valiant youth, who had already vanquifhed the
fleets of the Saracens. With his principal com-
panions , Cafarius was invited to the Lateran
palace, and the dextrous pontiff affected to en-
quire their errand, and to accept with joy and
furprife their providential fuccour. The city bands,
in arms, attended their father to Oftia, where he
reviewed and bleffed his generous deliverers,
They kiffed his feet, received the communion
with martial devotlon and liftened to the prayer
of Leo, that the f,une God who had fupported
St. Peter and St. Paul on the waves of the fea,
would ftrengthen the hands ‘of his champions
againft the adverfaries of his holy name. After
a f{imilar prayer, and with equal refolution, the
Moflems advanced to the attack of the Chriftian
galheb, which preferved their adv antageous fta-
tion along the coalt. The uc’tory inclined to the
fide of the allies, when it was lefs glorioufly
decided 1n therr favour by a fudden tempeft,
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which confounded the (kill and courage of the
flouteft mariners. The Chriltians were fheltered
in a friendly harbour, while the Africans were
fcattered and dafhed in pieces among the rocks
and iflands of an hoftile fhore. Thofe who
efcaped from fhipwreck and hunger, neither
found nor deferved mercy at the bands of their
implacable purfuers.  The fword and the gibbet
reduced the dangerous multitude of captives; and
the remainder was more ufefully employed, to
reftore the facred edifices which they had at-
tempted to fubvert. The pontiff, at the head
of the citizens and allies, paid his grateful de-
votion at the fhrines of the apoftles; and, among
the {poils of this naval victory, thirteen Arabian
bows of pure and mafly filver were fulpended
round the altar of the fitherman of Galilee. The
reign of Leo the fourth was employed in the
defence and ornament of the Roman ftate. The
churches were renewed and embellifhed : near
four thoufand pounds of filver were confecrated
to repair the loffes of St. Peter; and his fan&tuary
was decorated with a plate of gold of the weight
of two hundred and fixteen pounds; embolled
with the portraits of the pope and emperor, and
encircled with a firing of pearls. Yet this vain
magnificence refledts lefs glory on the charadter
of Leo, than the paternal care with which he
rebuilt the walls of Horta and Ameria; and
tranfported the wandering inhabitants of Cen-
tumcelle to his new foundation of Leopolis,
twelve miles from the fea-fhore *’. By his liberal-
Bbg
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ity , a colony of Corficans, with their wives
and children, was pl'mtf‘ d in the ftation of Porto
at the mouth of the Tyber: the falling city was
reftored for their ufe, the fields and vineyards
were divided among the new fettlers: their firlt
efforts were affifted by a giit of horfes and
cattle ; and the hardy exiles, who breathed
revenge againft the Saracens, {wore to live and
die under the ftandard of St. Peter. T he nations
of the welt and north who wvifited the threfhold
of the apoftles had gradually formed the large
and populous fuburb of the Vatican, and their
various habitations were diftinguithed in the
language of the times, as the fchools of the
Greeks and Goths, of the Lombards and Saxons.
But this venerable {pot was ftill open to facrile-
gious infult: the dcﬁen of 1[1(:10['111{: it with walls
and towers exhaulted all that authontv could
command, or charity would fupn y: and the
p.uml bour of four years was animated in every

feafon, and at every hour, by the prefence of

the indefatigable ponuff. The love of fame, a
generous but worldly paffion, may be detected
in the name of the Leonine city, which he be-
ftowed on the Vatican, yet the pride of .the de-
dication was tempered with Chriftian penance
and humility. The boundary was trod by the
bilhop and his clergy, barefoot, in fackcloth,
and afhes; the fongs of triumph were modulated
to plalms and litanies; the walls were befprinkled
with ho]y water; and the ceremony was con-

cluded with a prayer, that under the guardian
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care of the apoftles and the angelic hoflt, both cHa .
the old and the new Rome might ever be pre- 1L
ferved pure, profperous, and impregnable *°.

The emperor Theophilus, fon of Michael the The Amorian
Stammerer, was one of the moft active and high- ‘I‘r:“)::“‘l‘l’u:"
fpirited princes who reigned at Conftantinople ana Motat-
during the middle age. In offenfive or defenfive #m>
war, he marched in perfon five times ag;tin[‘tﬂ' L
the Saracens, formidable in his attack , efteemed
by the enemy in his loffes and defeats. In the
laft of thefe expeditions he penetrated into Syria,
and befieged the obfcure town of Sozopetra; the
cafual birth-place of the caliph Motaffem, whofe
father Harun was attended in peace or war by
the moft favoured of his wives and concubines.

The revolt of a Perfian impoftor employed at
that moment the arms of the Saracen, and he
could only intercede in favour of a place for
which he felt and acknowledged fome degree
of filial affe@tion. Thefe folicitations determined
the emperor to wound his pride in fo fenfible a
part. Sozopetra was levelled with the ground,
the Syrian prifoners were marked or mutilated
with ignominious cruelty, and a thoufand female
captives were forced away from the adjacent
territory. Among thefe a matron of the houfe
of Abbas invoked, in an agony of defpair, the
yame of Motaffem; and the infults of the Greeks
engaged the honour of her kinfman to avenge
his indignity, and to anfwer her appeal. Under
the reign of the two elder brothers, the in-
heritance of the youngeft had been confined to
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Anatolia, Armenia, Georgia, and Circaffia; this
frontier {tation had exercifed his military talents;
and among his accidental claims to the name of
Odlonary **, the moft meritorious are the eight
battles which he gained or fought againft the
enemies of the Koran. In this perfonal quarrel,
the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, were
recruited from the tribes of Arabia and the
Turkifh hords: his cavalry might' be numerous,
though we fhould dedu& fome myriads from the
hundred and thirty thoufand horfes of the royal
ftables, and the expence of the armament was
computed at four millions fterling, or one hun-
dred thoufand pounds of gold. From Tarfus,
the place of affembly, the Saracens advanced in
three divifions along the high road of Conftan-
tinople: Motaffem himfelf commanded the centre,
and the vanguard was given to his foo Abbas,
who, in the trial of the firft adventures, might
fucceed with the more glory, or fail with the
leaft reproach. In the revenge of his injury,
the caliph prepared to retaliate a {imilar affront.
The father of Theophilus was a native of Amo-
vium ** in Phrygia: the original feat of the Im-
perial houfe had been adorned with privileges
and monuments; and, whatever might be the
indifference of the people, Conftantinople itfelf
was {carcely of more value in the eyes of the
fovereign and his court. The name of AxoRriun
was Infcribed on the fhields of the Saracens; and
their three armies were again united under the
walls of the devoted city. It had been propofed
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by the wifeft counfellors, to evacuate Amorium,
to remove the inhabitants, and to abandon the
empty fiructures to the wvain refentment of the
Barbarians. The emperor embraced the more
generous refolution of defending, in a fiege and
battle, the country of his anceftors.  When the
armies drew near, the front of the IMahometan
line appeared to a Roman eye more clofely
planted with fpears and javelins; but the event
of the action was not glorious on either fide to
the national troops. The Arabs were broken,
but it was by the fwords of thirty thoufand
Perfians, who had obtained fervice and {ettle-
ment In the Byzantine empire. The Greeks
were repulfed and vanquifhed, but it was by
the arrows of the Turkifh cavalry; and had not
their bow-ftrings been damped and relaxed by
the evening rain, very few of the Chriftians
could have efcaped with the emperor from the
field of battle. They breathed at Doryleum,
at the diftance of three days; and Theophilus,
reviewing his trembling {quadrons, forgave the
common flight both of the prince and people.
After this difcovery of his weaknefs, he vainly
hoped to deprecate the fate of Amorium: the
inexorable caliph rejeted with contempt his
prayers and promifes; and detained the Roman
ambaffadors to be the witneffes of his great re-
venge. They had nearly been the witneffes of
his thame. The vigorous affaults of fifty-five
days were encountered by a faithful governor,
a veteran garrifon, and a defperate people; and
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the Saracens muft have raifed the fiege, if a
domeftic traitor had not pointed to the weakeft
part of the wall, a place which was decorated
with the ftatues of a lion and a bull. The vow
of Motallem was accomplifbed with uurelenting
rigour: tired, rather than fatiated, with defiruc-
tion, he returned to his new palace of Samara,
in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, while the un-
fortunate ** Theophilus implored the tardy and
doubtful aid of his Weftern rival the emperor
of the Franks. Yet mn the fiege of Amorium
above feventy thoufand Moflems had perifhed:
their lofs had been revenged by the flaughter
of thirty thoufand Chriftians, and the fufferings
of an ecqual number of captives, who were
treated as the moft atrocious criminals. Mutual
neceflity could fometimes extort the exchange or
ranfom of prifoners °*; but in the national and
religious confli¢t of the two empires, peace was
without confidence, and war without mercy.
Quarter was feldom given i the field; thole
who efcaped the edge of the {word were con-
demned to hopelels fervitude, or exquifite tor-
ture; and a Catholic emperor relates, with
vilible fatisfadtion, the execution of the Saracens
of Crete, who were flayed alive, or plunged
into chaldrons of boiling oil *. To a point of
honour Motaflem had facrificed a flourithing city,
two bhundred thoufand lives, and the property
of millions. The fame caliph defcended from
his- horfe , and dirtied his robe to relieve the
diftrefs of a decrepit old man, who, with his
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laden afs, had tumbled into a ditch. On which ¢ g ap.
of thefe actions did he refle® with the moft LiI.

plealure, when he was {furmoned by the angel
of death **?

With Motaffem, the eighth of the Abbaflides, Diforders of
the glory of his family and pation expired. ;;"mjg:';"i"“
When the Arabian conquerors had fpread them- a. p.
felves over the Falt; and were mingled with the %% —%w,
fervile crowds of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, they e
ifenfibly loft the freeborn and martial virtues
of the defert. The courage of the fouth is the
artificial fruit of difcipline and prejudice ; the
active power of enthufliafm had decayed, and
the mercenary forces of the caliphs were recruited
in thofe climates of the north, of which valour
is the hardy and fpontancous production. Of
the Turks *” who dwelt beyond the Oxus and
Jaxartes, the robuft youths, either taken in war,
or purchaled i trade, were educated in the
exercifes of the field, and the profeflion of the
Mahometan faith. The Turkilh guards ftood in
arms round the throne of their benefador, and
their chiefs ufurped the dominion of the palace
and the provinces. Motallem, the firft author
of this dangerous example, introduced into the
capital above fifty thoufand Turks: their licen-
tious conduét provoked the public indignation,
and the quarrels of the foldiers and people in-
duced the caliph to retire from Bagdad, and
eftablih his own refidence and the camp of his
Barbarian favourites at Samara on the Tigris,
about twelve leagues above the city of Peace .
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His fon NVotawakkel was a jealous and cruel
tyrant: odious to his fubjects, he calt himfelf on
the fidelity of the firangers, and thefe firangers,
ambitious and apprehenfive, were tempted by
the rich promife of a revolution. At the inftiga-
tion, or at leaft in the caufe of his fon, they
burft into his apartment at the hour of fupper,
and the caliph was cut into feven pieces by the
fame {words which he had recently diftributed
among the guards of his life and throne. To
this throne, yet firecaming with a father’s blood,
Montafler was triumphantly led; but in a reign
of fix months, he found only the pangs of a
guilty confcience. If he wept at the {fight of
an old tapeftry which reprefented the crime and
punifhment of the fon of Chofroes; if his days
were abridged by grief and remorfe, we may
allow fome pity to a parricide; who exclaimed
in the bitternefs of death, that he had lok both
this world, and the world to come. After this
a& of treafen, the enfigns of royalty, the garment
and -walking-ftaft of Mlahomet, were given and
torn away by the foreign mercenaries, who in
four years created, depofed, and murdered three
commanders ‘of the faithful. As often as the
Turks were inflamed by fear, or rage, or avarice,
thefe caliphs were dragged by the feet, expoled
naked to the fcorching fun, beaten with iron
clubs, and compelled to purchale, by the abdie
cation of their dignity, a fhort reprieve of in-
evitable fate”’. At length, however, the fury
of the tempelt was fpent or diverted: the Ab-
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baffides returned to the lefs turbulent refidence
of Bagdad; the infolence of the Turks was
curbed with a firmer and more [(kilful hand, and
their numbers were divided and deftroyed in
foreign warfare. But the nations of the FEaf
had been taught to trample on the fucceflors of
the prophet, and the bleflings of domeftic peace
were obtained by the relaxation of ftrength and
difcipline. So uniform are the mifchiefs of mili-
tary defpotifm, that I feem to repeat the ftory
of the pretorians of Rome ™.

While the flame of enthufiafm was damped
by the bufinefs , the pleafure , and the knowledge,
of the age, it burnt with concentrated heat in
the breafts of the chofen few, the congenial
fpirits , who were ambitious of reigning either in
this world or in the next. How carefully foever
the book of prophecy had been fealed by the
apoftle of Mecca, the wilhes, and (if we may
profane the word) even the reafon, of fanaticifin,
might believe that, after the fucceflive miffions
of Adam , Noah, Abrahdm, Mofes, Jefus, and
Mahomet, the fame God, in the fulnefs of time,
would ‘reveal a (till more perfe and permanent
law. In the two hundred and feventy-feventh year
of the Hegira, and in the neighbourhood of Cufa,
an Arabian preacher, of the name of Carmath,
allumed the lofty and incomprehenfible ftyle of
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the Guide, the Dire@or, the Demonfiration , the

Word, the Holy Ghoft, the Camel, the Herald of
the Meflliah, who had converfed with bim in a
human fhape , and the reprefentative of Mohammed
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the fon of Ali, of St. John the Baptift, and of the
angel Gabriel. In his myftic volume, the precepts
of the Koran were refined to a more Ipiritual
fenfe ; he relaxed the duties of ablution, fafting .
and pilgrimage; allowed the indifcriminate ufe of
wine and forbidden food ; and nourifhed the fervour
of his difciples by the daily repetition of fifty
prayers. The idlenefs and ferment of the ruftic
crowd awakened the attention of the magiltrates
of Cufa; a timid perfecution afiifted the progrels
of the new fect; and the name of the prophet
became more revered after his perfon had been
withdrawn from the world. His twelve apoltles
difperfed themfelves among the Bedoweens, “ a
<« race of men,” fays Abulfeda, « equally devoid
« of reafon and of religion;” and the fuccels of
their preaching feemed to threaten Arabia with a
new revolution. The Carmathians were ripe for
rebellion, fince they difclaimed the title of the
houfe of Abbas, and abhorred the worldly pomp
of the caliphs of Bagdad. They were fufceptible
of difcipline, fince they wowed ablind and abfolute
fubmiffion to their Imam, who was called to the
prophetic office by the voice of God and the
people. Inftead of the legal tithes, he claimed
the fifth of their fubflance and fpoil; the molt
flagitious fins were no more than the type of
difobedience ; and the brethren were united and
concealed by an oath of fecrefy. After a bloody
confli&, they prevailed in the province of Bahrein,
along the Perfian Gulf: far and wide, the tribes

sy ot agtithe defert wese fubjed to the fceptre, or
. 900,

rather
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sather to the fword, of AbuSaid and his fon Abu
Taher; and thefe rebellious imams could multer in
the field an hundred and feven thoufand fanatics.
The mercenaries of the caliph were difmayed as
the approach of an enemy who neither afked nor
accepted quarter; and the difference between
them, in fortitude and patience, 1s expreflive of
the change which three centuries of profperity
had effe@ted in the chara&er of the Arabians:
Such troops were difcomfited in every acion;
the cities of Racca and Baalbec, of Cufa and
Baflfora, were taken and pillaged ; Bagdad was
filled with confternation ; and the caliph trembled
behind the veils of his palace. In a daringinroad
beyond the Tigris, Abu Taher advanced to the
grates of the capital with no more than five
hundred horfe. By the fpecial order of Moctader,
the bridges had been broken down; and the
perfon or head of the rebel was expeted every
hour by the commander of the faithful. His
lieutenant , from a motive of fear or pity , apprifed
Abu Taher of his danger, and recommended 2
fpeedy efcape. “ Your mafter,” faid the intrepid
Carmathian to the meflenger, * isatthe head of
¢ thirty thoufand foldiers: three fuch men as
“ thefe are wanting in his hoft:” at the fame
inftant, turning to three of his companions; he
commanded the firlt to plunge a dagger into his
breaft, the fecond to leap into the Tigris, and
the third to caft himfelf headlong down a precipiqe.
They obeyed without & murmur. © Relate ,”
continued the imam, ©what you have feen: before
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« the evening your general {hall be chained among
“ my dogs.” DBefore the evening, the camp was
furpufed "mci the menace was executed. he
rapine of the Carmathians was fanctified by their
averfion to the worfhip of Vlecca: they robbed a
caravan of pilgrims, aud twenty thoufand deveut
Moflems were abandoned on the burning fands
to a death of hunger and thirft. Another year
they fuffered the ph’“‘i ms to proceed without
interruption; but, in the feftival of devotion, Abu
Taher ftormed the holy city, and trampled on
the mo{t venerable relics of the Mahometan faith,
Thfrty thoufand citizens and f{trangers were put
to the fword, the facred precinéts were polluted
by the burial of three thoufand dead bodies; ths
well of Zemzem overflowed with blood; the
golden fpout was forced from its place; the veil
of the Caaba was divided among thefe impious
fotaries ; and the black ftone, the firft monument
of the nation , was borne away 1n triumph to their
capital. After this deed of facrilege and cruelty,
they continued to infeft the confines of Irak , Syria,
and Eeypt ; but the vital principle of enthufiafm
had wichered at the root. Their fcruples or their
avarice again opened - the pilgrimage of Mecca,
and reftored.the black ftone of the Caaba, and it
is needlefs to enquire into what factions they were
broken, or by whole fwords they were finally
extirpated. The fe of the Carmathians may be
CODﬁdEICd s the fecond vifible caufe of the decline
and fall of the empire of the caliphs ***

The third and moft obvious caufe was: the
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weight and magnitude of the empire itfelf. The ¢ u ar.
caliph Almamon might proudly affert, thatit was LIt
T; eafier for him to rule the Eaft and the Welt, than provinces,
to manage a chefs-board of two feet fquare ***; aa}:—z;
yet I fulpedt, that in both thofe games, he was
guilty of many fatal miftakes; and I perceive,
that m the diftant provinces, the authority of
the firlt and moft powerful of the Abbaflides was
already 1mpaired. The analogy of defpotifm
invelts the reprefentative with the full majeflty of
the prince; the divifion and balance of powers
might relax the habits of obedience, might en-
courage the paffive fubje@® to enquire into the
origin and adminiftration of civil government.
He who is born in the purple is feldom worthy
to reign; but the elevation of a private man, of
a pealant perhaps, or a flave, affords a ftrong
prefumption of his courage and capacity. The
viceroy of a remote kingdom alpires to fecure
the property and inheritance of his precarious truft;
the nations muft rejoice in the prefence of their
fovereign; and the command of armies and trea-
fures are at once the object and the inftrument of
his ambition. A change was fcarcely vifible as
long as the heutenants of the caliph were content
with their vicarious title; while they folicited for
themfelves or their fons a renewal of the Imperial
grant, and ftill maintained on the comn, andin
the public prayers, the name and prerogative of
the commander of the faithful. But in the long
and hereditary exercife of power, they affumed
the pride and attributes- of royalty ; the alternative
& T
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of peace or war , of reward or punifhment, de-
pended folely on their will; and the revenues of
their government, were referved for local fervices
or private magnificence. Inftead of a regular
fupply of'men and money, the fuccellors of the
prophet were flattered with the oftentatious gift
of an elephant, or a calt of hawks, a fuit of
filk hangings, or fome pounds of mulk and
amber ™’

After the revolt of Spain, from the temporal
and Ipiritual fupremacy of the Abbaflides, the
firlt fymptoms of difobedience broke forth in the
province of Africa. Ibrabim, the fon of Aglab,
the lieutenant of the vigilant and rigid Harun,
bequeathed to the dynalty of the Aglabites the
inheritance of his name and power. The indolence
or policy of the caliphs diffembled the injury and
lofs, and purfued only with poifon the founder
of the Edrifites***, who erected the kingdom and
city of Fez on the fhores of the weftern ocean ***.
In the Ealt, the firft dynalty was that of the
Taherites *°*; the pofterity of the valiant Taher,
who, in the civil wars of the fons of Harun , had
ferved with too much zeal and {uccefs the caule
of Almamon the'younger brother. He was fent
into honourable exile, to command on the banks
of the Oxus; and the independence of his fucce&
fors, who reigned in Chorafan till the fourth
generation, was palliated by their modeft and
refpectful demeanour, the happinels of their fub-
jects, and the fecurity of their frontier. They were
fupplanted by one of thofe adventurers fo frequent

i
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in the aonals of the Ealt, who left his trade of 2 cu 5 1.
brazier « from whence the name of Soffurides) for 1IL
the profeifion of a robber. In a noéturnal vifit The Sct.
to the treafure of the prince of Siftan, Jacob, the "™
fon of Leith, ftumbled over a lump of falt, which sr2—oaz.
he unwarily ta[‘tui with bhis tongue. Salt, among
the Orientals, is the {ymbol of l'lorplfdlit) , ~and
the pious robber immediately retired without fpoil
or damage. The difcovery of this honourable
behaviour recommended Jacob to pardon and
truft ; he led an army at firlt for his benefactor, at
Iaft for himfelf, fubdued Perfia, 'and threatened
i the refidence of the ﬁxbba‘u(:..u On his march
towards Bagdad, the CONQUETGF Was arrefied by
: 2 fever. He gave audience in bed to the ambaflador
of the caliph; and befide him on a table were
il expofed a naked fcymetar,a cruft of brown bread,
i and a bunch of onions. « If [ die,” faid he,

nd “ your malter is delivered from his fears. If [ live,

< this muflt determine between us. - If I am van-
T T e vithout reluca e
quifhed . I can return without relu@ance to the
her «

homely fare of my youth.” From the height
where he {tood, the defcent would-riot have beepn
auk fo foft or harmlels : a timely death fecured his own
et repofle and that of the caliph, who paid with the
b moft lavilh conceflions the retreat of his brother
Amrou to the palaces of Shiraz and Ipahan. The
Abbaflides were too feeble to contend, too proud
to forgive ; they invited the powerful (’ynaﬂj of
the Sumanides, who paflfed the Oxus with ten The Sams.
thoufand horle, fo poor, that their ftirrups were ™ Gy
of wood; fo brave, that they vanquifhed the sre—ous
Ccj3
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Soffarian army, eight times more numerous than
vir.  their own. The captive Amrou was fent in chains,

a grateful offering to the court of Bagdad; and

as the viGtor was content with the inheritance of
Tranfoxiana and Chorafan, the realms of Perfia

returned for a while to the allegiance of the caliphs.

The provinces of Syria. and Egypt were twice
difmembered by their Turkifh flaves, of the race

The Toulo- Of Toulun and Ikshid **’. 'Thefe Barbarians, in
"i‘}“;‘: 5.  Treligion and manners the countrymen of Viahomet,
938—so-. emerged from the bloody factions of the palace
:;lt';s““hi‘ to a provincial command and an independent
n. p. throne: their names became famous and formidable
#6908 in their time; but the founders of thefe two po-
tent dynafties confelfed, either in words or actions,

the vanity of ambition. The firlt on his death-bed

implored the mercy of God to a finner, ignorant

of the limits of his own power: the fecond, in

the midft of four hundred thoufand foldiers and

eight thoufand flaves, concealed from every

buman eye the chamber where he attempted to

fleep. Their fons were educated in the vices of

kings; and both Egypt and Syria were recovered

and poffefled by the Abbaffides during an interval

of thirty years. In the decline of their empire,
Mefopotamia, with the important cities of Vloful

and Aleppo, was occupied by the Arabian princes

The Hama= Of the tribe of Hamadan. The poets of their court
e could repeat without a blufh, that nature had
or. formed their countenances for beauty, their ton-
gues for eloquence, and their hands for liberality
and valour: but the genuine tale of the elevation
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and reign of the Hamadanites, exhibits a fcenc of cuar.

reachery, murder, and parricide. At the fame LI

fatal period, the Perfian kingdom was again

ufurped by the dynalty of the Bowides, by the TheBowides,

fword cf three brothers, who, under various A -
. 933—1055.

names, were ftyled the fupport and columns of

the ftate, and who, from the Cafpian fea to the

ocean , would fuffer no tyrants but themfelves,

Under their reign, the language and genius of

Perfia revived, and the Arabs, three hundred

and four years after the death of Mahomet , were

deprived of the fceptre of the Eaft.

Rahdi, the twentieth of the Abbaffides, and Ft"_‘“e“ m:‘_eh
the thirty - ninth of the fucceflors of I"«Tahomet,gf E’aegjid'f ’
was the lalt who deferved the title of commander A. D. 936,
of the faithful ***: the laft (fays Abulfeda) who *°
fpoke to the people, or converfed with the learned :
the laft who, in the expence of his houfehold ,
reprefented the wealth and magnificence of the
ancient caliphs. After him, the lords of the
Ealtern world were reduced to the moft abject
mifery, and expofed to the blows and infults of
a fervile condition. The revolt of the provinces
circumicribed their dominions within the walls of
Bagdad; but that capital ftill contained an innu-
merable multitude, wvain of their palt fortune,
difcontented with their prefent ftate, and oppreffed
by the demands of a treafury which had formerly

cen replenifhed by the fpoil and tribute of nations.

Their idlenels was exercifed by fadtion and con-
troverfy. Under the malk of piety, the rigid
follow

2
mvaded the pleafures of

Ccg4

o T - 109
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domeftic life, burlt into the houfes of plebeians

and princes, {pilt the wine, broke the infiruments,
beat the muficians, and difhonoured , with infamous
fulpicions, theaffociates of every handfome youth,
In each profeflion, which allowed room for two
perfons, the one was a votary, the other an
antagoni{‘c , of Ali; and the Abbaffides were
awakened by the clamorous grief of the {feQaries,
who denied their title and curfed their progemtor
A turbulent pcople could only be reprefied by a
military force; but who could fa isfy the avarice
affert the difcipline of the mercenaries them-
{:l\-'es: The African and the Turkilh guards
drew their fwords againlt cach other, and the
chief commanders, the emirs at Omra %, impri-
foned or depofed their fovereigns, and wiolated
the fan&uary of the mofch and haram. If the
caliphs efmped to the camp or courtof any uneigh-
bouring prince, their nch" rance was a change of
fuwtud\,, till they were prompted by (]t{p[‘tll to
invite the Bowides, the fultans of Perfia, who
filenced the factions of Bagdad by their irrefiftible
arms. The civil and military powers were affumed
by Moezaldowlat, the fecond of the three brotbers,
and a fupend of fixty thoufand pounds fterling
was affigned by his generofity for the private
expence of the commander of the faithful. But
on the fortieth day, at the audience of the ambaf-
fadors of Cherafan, and in the prefence of a
trembling multitude, the caliph was dragged from
his throne to a dungeon, by the command of the
{tranger, and the rude hands of his Dilemites.

w
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His palace was pillaged, his eyes were put out,
and the mean ambition of the Abbaffides afpired
to the vacant fation of danger and difgrace. In
the fchool of adverfity , the luxurious caliphs
refumed the grave and abftemious virtues of the
primitive times. Defpoiled of their armour and
filken robes, they fafted, they prayed, they
ftudied the Koran and the tradition of the Sonnites ;
they performed, with zeal and knowledge, the
functions of -their ecclefialtical chara&er. The
refpe@ of nations ftill waited on the fucceffors of
the apoltle, the oracles of the law and confcience
of the faithful; and the weaknefs or divifion of
their tyrants fometimes reftored the Abbaffides to
the fovereignty of Bagdad. But their misfortunes
had been embittered by the triumph of the Fatimites,
the real or [purious progeny of Ali, Arifing from
the extremity of Africa, thefe fuccefsful rivals
extinguifhed, in Egypt and Syria, both the fpiritual
and temporal authority of the Abbaffides; and
the monarch of the Nile infulted the humble pontiff
on the banks of the Tigris,

kn the declining age of the caliphs, in the
century which elapfed after the war of Theophilus
and Motaffem, the hoftile tranfactions of the two
nations were confined to fome inroads by fea and
Jand, the fruits of their clofe vicinity and indelible
hatred. But when the Eaftern world was convulfed
and broken, the Greeks were ronfed from their
lethargy by the hopes of conqueft and revenge.
The Byzantine empire, fince the acceffion of the
Bafilian race, had repofed in peace and dignity;

€ HAT,
1IL
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and they might encounter with their entire {trength
the front of fome petty emir, whofe rear was
affaulted and threatened by his national foes of
the Mahometan faith. The lofty titles of the
morning ftar, and the death of the Saracens ™,
were applied in the public acclamations to Nice.
phorus Phocas, a prince as renowned in the camp
as he was unpopular in the city. In the fubordinate
flation of great domeftic, or general of the Eaft,
he reduced the ifland of Crete, and extirpated
the neflt of pirates who had fo long defied, with
impunity , the majefty of the empire ™. His
military genius was difplayed in the condu@ and
fuccefs of the enterprife, which had fo often failed
with lofs and difhonour. The Saracens were
confounded by the landing of his troops on fafe
and level bridges, which he calt from the veflels
to the fhore. Seven months were confumed in
the fiege of Candia ; the defpair of the native
Cretans was ftimulated by the frequent aid of
their brethren of Africa and Spain; and, after the
mafly wall and double ditch had been ftormed
by the Greeks, an hopelefs confli® was fill
maintained in the fircets and houfes of the city.
The whole ifland was fubdued in the capital,
and afubmiffive people accepted, without refiftance,
the baptifm of the conqueror "*. Conftantinople
applauded the long - forgotten pomp of a triumph;;
but the Imperial diadem was the fole reward that
could repay the fervices, or fatisfy the ambition,
of Nicephorus.

After the death of the younger Romanus, the
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fourth in lineal defcent of the Bafilian race, his ¢ n a r.
widow Theophania fucceflively married Nice- 1.
phorus Phocas and his allaffin John Zimifces, the conquetts of
two heroes of the age. They reigned as the L";‘U‘c'_’.t“;;d
guardians and colleagues of her infant fons, and john zi-
the twelve vears of their military command form mifees.

A, D.-
the molt ipl"ndld period of the Byzantine annals. 463 75.
The fubjects and confederates, whom they led to
war, appeared, at lealt in the eyes of an enemy,
two hundred thoufand firang; and of thefe about
thirty thoufand were armed with cuiraffes '**: a
train of four thoufand mules attended their march;
and their evening camp was regularly forufied
with an enclofure of iron fpikes. A feries of
bloody and undecifive combats is nothing more
than an anticipation of what would have been
effected in a few years by the courfe of nature;
but I fhall briefly profecute the conquefts, of the
two emperors from the hills of Cappadocia to the
defert of Bagdad. The fieges of Moplueftia and Conquett of
Tarfus in Cilicia firlt exercifed the II’.ll and per- “l
feverance of their troops, on whom , at. this
moment, 1 fhall not hefitate to beftow the'name
of Romans. In the double city of Mopfueltia,
which is divided by the river Sarus , two hundred
thoufand Moflems were prcdcﬁined to death or
flavery ', a furprifing degree of population, which
mulft at leaft include the inhabitants of the depcudent
diftridts. They were furrounded and taken by
affault; but Tarfus was reduced by the flow pro-
grefs of famine; and no fooner had the Saracens
yiclded on honourable terms than they werg
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¢ u a r. mortified by the diftant and unprofitable view of
i sof Ee B ere difmiffed
L. the naval fuccours of Egypt. They were difmiffe

with a fafe-conduct to the confines of Syria; a Al
part of the old Chriftians had quietly lived under ¥
their dominion; and the vacant habitations were b
replenithed by a new colony. But the mofch ¥
was converted into a ftable; the pulpit was I
delivered to the flames; many rich croffes of gold :
and gems, the fpoil of Afiatic churches, were R
made a grateful offersng to the piety or avarice k
of the emperor; and he tranfported the gates of
Mopfueftia and Tarfus, which were fixed in the t

wall of Conflantinople, an eternal monument of
his victory. After they had forced and fecured
the narrow paffes of mount Amanus, the two
Roman princes repeatedly carried their arms nto
Tavation of  the heart of Syria. Yet, inftead of affavling the
e walls of Antioch, the humanity or fuperflition of
Nicephorus appeared to refpect the ancient metro- |
polisof the Eaft: he contented him{elf with drawing 5
round the city a line of circumvallation; left a
ftationary army; and inftructed his licutenant to
expect, without impatience, the return of fpring.
Butin the depth of winter, in a dark and rainy
night , an adventurous fubaltern, with three
hundred foldiers, approached the rampart, applied
his fealing-ladders, occupied two adjacent towers,
ftood firm againft the preffure of multutudes, and
bravely maintained his poft till he was relieved
by the tardy, though effettual, fupport of his
Recovery o Teludtant chief. The firft tumult of flaughter and
Ratock:  rapine fubfided; the reign of Cefar and of Chrift
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was reftored; and the efforts of an hundred thoufand
Saracens, of the armies of Syria and the fleets of
Africa, were confumed without effe@ before the
walls of Antioch. The royal city of Alcppo was
fubject to Seifeddowlat, of the dynafty of Hamadan,
who clouded his palt glory by the precipitate
retreat which abandoned his kingdom and capital
to the Roman invaders. In his ftately palace that
ftood without the walls of Aleppo they joyfully
feized a well-furnifhed magazine of arms, a ftable
of fourteen hundred mules, and three hundred
bags of filver and gold. But the walls of the
city with(tood the ftrokes of their battering-rams;
and the befiegers pitched their tents on the
neighbouring mountain of Jaufhan. Their retreat
e\dfperated the quarrel of the townfmen and
mercenaries ; the guard of the gates and mmﬁafta
was deferted; and, while they furioufly charged
each other in the market - place , they were
furprifed and deltroyed by the fword of 2 common
enemy. The male fex was exterminated by the
fword; ten thoufand youths were led into captivity;
the we:g_ht of the precious fpoil exceeded the
ftrength and number of the beafts of burthen; the
fuperﬂuous remainder was burnt; and, after a
licentious polieflion of ten days, the Romans
marched away from the naked and bleeding city.
In their Syman inroads they commanded the
hu(bandmen to cultivate their lands, that they
themfelves, in the enfuing feafon, might reap
the benefit: more than an hundred cities were
seduced to obedience ; and eighteen pulpits of
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the principal molchs were committed to the flames
to expiate the facrilege of the difciples of [VIahomet.
The -claffic names of Hierapolis, Apamea, and
Emefa, revive for a moment in the lift of conqueft:
the emperor Zimifces encamped 1n the paradife
of Damafcus, and accepted the ranfom of a
fubmiflive people ; and the torrent was only {topped
by the impregnable fortrefs of Tripoli, on the
fea-coaft of Pheenicia. Since the days of Heraclius,
the Euphrates, below the paffage of mount Taurus,
had been impervious, and almoft invifible, to the
Greeks. The river yiclded a free pallage to the
vicdtorious Zimifces; and the hiftorian may Imitate
the fpeed with which he overran the once famous
cities of Samofata, Edeffa, Martiropolis, Amida ™,
and Nifibis, the ancient limit of the empire In
the neighbourhood of the Tigris. His ardour was
quickened by the defire of grafping the virgin
treafures of Ecbatana '"". a well-known name,
under which the Byzaotine writer has concealed
the capital of the Abbaflides. 'The confternation
of the fugitives had already diffufed the terror of
his name; but the fancied riches of Bagdad had
already been diflipated by the avarice and pro-
digality of domellic tyrants. The prayers of the
people, and the ftern demands of the lieutenant
of the Bowides, required the caliph to provide
for the defence of the city. The helplefs Mothi
replied , that his arms, his revenues, and his
provinces, had been torn from his hands, and
that he was ready to abdicate a dignity which
he was unable to fupport. The emir was inexorable;
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the furniture of the palace was fold; and the paltry
price of forty thonfand pieces of gold was inftantly
confumed in private luxury. But the apprehcnﬁo;{s
of Bagdad were relieved by the retreat of the
Greeks: thirt and hunger guarded the defert of
Mefopotamia; and the emperor , fatiated with
glory, and laden with Oriental fpoils, rcturned
to Conftantinople, and difplayed, in his triumph,
he {ilk, the aromatics, and three hundred myriads
of gold and filver. Yet the powers of the Ea
had been bent, not broken, by this tranfient
wwrricane.  After the departure of the Greeks,
the fogitive princes returned to their capitals;
the fubjects difclaimed their involuntary oaths of
allegiance; the Moflems again purified their
temples, and overturned the idols of the faints
and martyrs; the Neltorians and Jacobites preferred
a“Saracen to an orthodox mafter; and the numbers
and {pirit of the Melchites were inadequate to the
fupport of the church and ftate. Of thefe extenfive
conquefts , Antioch, with the cities of Cilicia
and the ifle of Cyprus, was alone reftored, a
permanent and ufeful acceffion to the Roman
empire

END OF THE NINTH VOLUME.
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