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State of the Eaftern Empire in the Tenth Century. —
Extent and Divifion. — Wealth and Revenue, —
Palace of Confiantincp’e. — Titles and Offices. -
Pride and Power of the Emperors. — Tadtics of
the Grecks, Arabs, and Franks. — Lofs of the
Latin Tongue. — Studies and Solitude of the
Greeks.

A RAY of hiftoric light feems to beam from the

darknefs of the tenth century. We open with Ci{]ﬁ 0
curiofity and refpect the royal volumes of Conftan- yemoriats of
tine Porphyrogenitus *, which he compofed at a the Greek
mature age for the inftrudtion of his fon, an 1d SR
which pAo.mfe to unfold the ftate of the hiﬂ;em

empire , both in peace and war, both at home

Vor. X, B
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2 THE DECLINE AND FALL

and abroad. In the firlt of thefe works he minutely
defcribes the pompous ceremonies of the church
and palace of Conftantinople, according to his
own pradtice and that of his predeceffors *, In
the fecond, he attempts an accurate furvey of the
provinces, the ifiemes, as they were then deno-
minated, both of Europe and Afia ’. The fyftem
of Romain tactics, the difcipline and order of the
troops, and the military operations by land and
fea, are explained in the third of thefe dida&ic
colle®ions, which may be afcribed to Conftantine
or his father Leo *. In the fourth, of the admis
niftration of the empire, he reveals the fecrets
of the Byzantine policy, in friendly or hoftile
intercourfe with the nations of the earth. The
literary labours of the age, the practical fyftems
of law , agriculture. and hiftory might redound
to the benefit of the fubject and the honour of
the Vlacedonian princes. The fixty books of the
Bafilics *, the code and pande@s of civil jurifpru-
dence, were gradually framed in the three firft
reigns of that profperous dynafty. The art of
agriculture had amufed the leifure, and exercifed
the pens, of the beft and wifelt of the ancients ;
and their chofen precepts are comprifed in the
twenty books of the Geoponics ° of Conftantine,
At his command, the hiftorical examples of vice
and vircue were methodifed in fifty-three books /o
and every citizen might apply , to his contem-
poraries or hirfelf, the leflon or the warning of
pait times. From the auguft charadt=r of a legise
lator, the fovereign of the Ealt defcends to the
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more humble office of a-teacher and a fctibe: ¢ a ».
and if his fucceflors and fubjeéts were regardlefs  LiIk
of his paternal carcs, we may inherit and enjoy

In the everlafting legacy.

he A clofer fun ey \1111 indeed reduce the wvalue Their imges.
0: of the gift, and the gratitude of pofterity: in the ®%°

n pofleflion of thefe Imperial treafures, we may

¢ ftill deplore our poverty and ignorance ; and the

d fading glories of their authors W;I be obliterated

ic % A D3 mdltfexence or contempt. The Bafilics will

fink to a broken copy, a partial and mutilated
verfion in the Gtreek language, of the laws of
Jultinian; but the fenfe of the old civilians is
often fuperfeded by the influence of bigotry; and
the abfolute prohibition of divorce, concubinage;
and intereft for money, énflaves the freedom of
trade and tlie happinels of private life. In the

of biftorical book, a fubjeé of Conftantine might
e admire the inimitable virtues of Greece and
1~ Rome: he might learn to what 4 pitch of energy
it and elevation the human characer had formerly
of alpited. But a contrary effect muft Habeo béen
-4 produced by a new edition of the lives' of ‘the
53 faints, which the great logothete or chancellor of
e the empire was directed to prepare: and the
2 dark fund of fuperflition was enriched by the
ce fabulous and florid legends of Simen the Meta-
", phraff *. The merits and miracles of the whole
e calendar are of lefs account in the eyes of a fage
of than the toil of a fingle hufbandmad, who mui-
3 tiplies the gifts of the Creator and fupplies the
" food of his brethren. Yet the royal authors of

B 2
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cia . the Geoponics were more ferioufly employed in ex-

pounding the precepts of the deftroying art, which
has been taught fiace the days of Xenophon ?,
as the art of heroes and kings. But the Tadics
of Leo and Conflantine are mingled with the
baler alloy of the age in which they lived. Tt
was deftitute of original genius; they implicitly
tranfcribe the rules and maxims which had been
confirmed by victories. It was unfkilled in the
propriety of ftyle and method, they blindly con-
found the moft diftant and difcordant inftitutions,
the phalanx of Sparta and that of Macedon , the
legions of Cato and Trajan, of Augufltus and Theo-
dofius. Even the ufe, or at leaft the importance, of
thefe military rudiments may be fairly queftioned :
their general theory is ditated by reafon; but
the merit, as well as difficulty, confifts in the
application. The difcipline of a foldier is formed
by exercife rather than by ftudy: the talents of
a commander are appropriated to thofe calm
though rapid minds, which nature produces to
decide the fate of armies and nations: the former
is the habit of a life, the latter the glance of a
moment; and the battles won by Ieffons of tac-
tics may be numbered with the epic poems
created from the rules of criticifm. The book
of ceremonies is a recital, tedious yet imperfect,
of the defpicable pageantry which had infected
the church and flate fince the gradual decay of
the purity of the one and the power of the other,
A review of the themes or provinces might pro-
mife [uch authentic and ufeful information , as
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the curiofity of governmentonly can obtain, in- ¢ ma v
ftead of traditionary fables on the origin of the LI
__ cities, and malicious epigrams on the vices of

1 their inhabitants *°. Such mformation the hifto-

| rian would have been pleafed to record; nor

fhould his filence be condemned if the moft in-
terefting objects, the population of the capital

and provinces, the amount of the taxes and re-
venues, the numbers of fubjeés and ftrangers who

= ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have been un-

noticed by Leo the philofopher, and his fon Con.
ftantine. His treatife of the public adminiftration

is ftained with the fame blemifhes; yet it 15 dif-
criminated by peculiar merit: the antiquities of

the nations may be doubtful or fabulous; but the
geography and manners of the Barbaric world

are delineated with curious accuracy. Of thefe Embafy ot
nations, the Franks alone were qualified to ob- """
ferve in their turn, and to deflcribe, the metro-

7 polis of the Eaft. The ambaflador of the great
T"’) Otho, a bifhop of Ciemona, has painted the
% ftate of Conftantinople about the middle of the
' tenth century: his ftyle is glowing, his narrative
; lively , his obfervation keen; and even the pre-
= judices and paffions of Liutprand are ftamped
with an original chara&er of freedom and ge-
A nius **.  From this {fcanty fund of foreign and
3:{'_ domeftic materials I fhall 1nveftigate the form
ot and fubftance of the Byzantine empire; the pro
" vinces and wealth, the civil government and
4 military force, the character and literature, of
4 the Greeks in a period of fix hundred years, from
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¢ THE DECLINE AND FALL

the reign of Heraclius to the fuccefsful invafion of
the Franks or Latins.

After the final divifion between the fons of
Theodofius, the fwarms of Barbarians from Scy-
thia and Germany overfpread the pravinces and
extinguifhed the empire of ancient Rome. The
weaknefs of Conftantinople was concealed by
extent of dominton: her limits were Inviolate,
or at leaft entire; and the kingdom of Juflinian
was enlarged by the fplendid acquifition of Afri-
ca and Iraly. But the pofieflion of thefe new
conquefts was tranfient and precarious; and al-
molt a moicety of the Eallern empire was torn
away by the arms of the Saracens. Syria and
Egypt were opprefled by the Arabian caliphs;
and, after the reduction of Africa, their lieute-
nants invaded and fubdued the Roman provinee
which had been changed mto the Gothic mon-
archy of Spain. The iflands of the Mediter-
ranean were not 1inacceflible to their naval
powers; and 1t was from their extreme ftations,
the harbours of Crete and the fortrelles of Cili-
cia, that the faithful or rebel emirs infulted the
majefty of the throne and eapital. The remain-
ing provinces under the obedience of the em-
perors, were calt mto a new mould; and the
Jurifdiction of the prefidents, the confulars, and
the counts, was fuperfeded by the inftitution of
the themes '*, or military governments, which
prevailed under the fucceffors of Heraclins, and
are defcribed by the pen of the royal author.
Of the twenty-unine themcs, twelve in Europe
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nof and feventeen in Afia, the origin i1s obfcure, the cH A P,
etymology doubtful or capricious: the limits LIl
were arbitrary and flu@vating; but fome parti-
cular names that found the moft ftrangely to our
ear were derived from the charadter and attri-
butes of the troops that were maintained at the
expence, and for the guard, of the refpedtive
divifions. The vanity of the Greek princes moft
eagerly grafped the fhadow of conqueflt and the
memory of loft dominion. A new [Mefopotamia
was created on the weftern fide of the Euphrates:
the appellation and prztor of Sicily were trans-
Jerred to 2 narrow flip of Calabria; and a frag-
ment of the dutchy of Beneventum was promoted
to the ftyle and title of the theme of Lombardy.
In the decline of the Arabian empire, the fuc-
ceffors of Conftantine might indulge their pride
in more folid advantages. The victories of
Nicephorus, John Zimifces, and Bafil the fecond,
revived the fame and enlarged the boundaries of
the Roman name: the province of Cilicia, the
metropolis of Antioch, the iflands of Crete and
Cyprus were reftored to the allegiance of Chrift
and Cxfar: one third of Italy was annexed to
the throne of Conftantinople: the kingdom of
Bulgaria was deftroyed; and the laft {overeigns
of the Macedonian dynafty extended their fway
from the fources of the Tigris to the neighbour-
i hood of Rome. In the eleventh century, the
profpec was again clouded by new enemies and
new misfortunes: the relics of Italy were fwept
away by the Normnan adventurers; and almoft all
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8 THE DECLINE AND FALL

the Afiatic branches were diffevered from the
Roman trunk by the Turkifh conquerors. After
thefe loffes, the emperors of the Comnenian fa-
mily continued to reign frem the D:
Peloponefns, and from Belgrade to Nice, Tre-
bizond, and the winding ftream of the [Veander.
The {pacious provinces of Thrace, Macedonia,
and Cr—uce were obedient to their fceptre; the
polfeflion of Cyprus, Rhodes .'v{ Crete , was

anube to

2
accompan 1ed by the fifty iflands o f he Egean or
Holy Sea " ; and the remnant their c:mpir“

tranfcends the meafure of the la 1\3@'& of the Eu-
ropean kingdoms.

The fume princes might affert, with dignity
and truth, that of all the m orm.\ha of Chrifien-
dom they*poffelled the gjt'-s;‘.tc'f\t c1ty **, the molt
ample revenue, the moft flourifhing and populous
ftate, - With the decline :md f2ll of the ems-
pire, the Ci"j”% of the Weft had decayed and
fallen; nor could the ruins of Rome, or the mud
walls, wooden hovels, and parrow precinds,
of Paris and Loandon, prepare the Latin {tranger

to contemplate the fitnation and cxtent of
Conftantinople, her ftately palaces and churches,
and the arts and luxury of an innumerable
people. Her treafures might attra®, but her
virgin {trength had repelled, and Qill promifed
to r\pcl, the audacious iavafion of the Perfian
and Bulgarian, the Arab and the Ruffian. The
prov[nw" were lefls fortunate and impregnable ;
and few diftriéts; few cities, could be difcovered
which had not been wolar,{:d by fome ficrce Bar-
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barian, impatient to delpoil, becaufe he was
hopelefs to poffefs. From the age of Juftinian
the Eaftern empire was finking below its former
level: the powers of deftruction were more ac-
tive than thofe of improvement; and the calami-
ties of war were embittered by the more per-
manent evils of civil and ecclefiaftical tyranny.
The captive who had efcaped from the Barba-
rians was often ftripped and imprifoned by the
minifters of his fovereign : the Greek fuperftition
relaxed the mind by prayer, and emaciated the
body by fafting; and the multitude of convents
and feftivals diverted many hands and many days
from the temporal fervice of mankind. Yet the
fubje@s of the Byzantine empire were ftill the
moft dextrous and diligent of nations; their
country was bleffed by nature with every ad-
vantage of foil, climate, and fituation; and, In
the fupport and relforation of the art, their pati-
ent and peaceful temper was more uleful than
the warlike fpirit and feudal anarchy of Europe.
The provinces that ftill adhered to the cmpire
were repeopled and enriched by the misfortunes
of thofe which were irrecoverably loft. From
the yoke of the caliphs, the Catholic of
Syria, Egypt, and Africa, retired to the alle-
giance of their prince, to the fociety of their
brethren: the moveable wealth, which eludes
the fearch of oppreflion, accompanied and
alleviated their exile; and Conftantinople receiv-
ed into her bofom the fugitive trade of Alexan-
dria and Tyre. The chiefs of Armenia and

CHAP
LILI.
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Scythia, who fled from hoftile or religious per.
fecution , were holpitably entertained: their fol-
lowers were encouraged to build new cities and
to cultivate wafte lands; and many fpots, both
in Europe and Afia, prefirved the name. the
macnpers, or at lealt the memory; of thefe nati-
onil colonies. Even the tribes of Barbarians
who had feated themfclves in arms on the ter
ritory of the empire, were gradually reclaimed
to the laws of the church and ftate; and as
long as they were feparated from the Greeks,
their pofterity fupplied a race of faithful and
obedient foldiers. Did we poffefs fufficient ma-
terials to furvey the twenty-nine themes of the
Byzantine monarchy, our curiofity might be
fatisfied with a chofen example : it is fortunate
enough that the cleareft light Mould be thrown
on the moflt interefting province, and the name
of PELOPONEsUs will awaken the attention of
the claffic reader.

As early as the eighth century, in the troubled
reign of the Iconoclafts, Greece, and even Pelo-
ponefus **, swere overrun by fome Sclavonian
bands who outftripped the royal ftandard of Bul-
garia. The ftrangers of old, Cadmus, and Da.
naus, and Pelops, had planted in that fruicful
foil, the feeds of policy and learning; but the
favages of the north eradicated what yet remained
of their fickly and withered roots. In this irrup-
tion, the country and the inhabitants were trans-
formed; the Grecian blood was contaminated ;
and the proudeft nobles of Peloponefus were
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branded with the names of foreigners and staves.
By the diligence of fucceeding princes, the land
was in fome meafure purified from the Barbari-
ans; and the humble remnant was bound by an
oath of obedience, tribute, and military fervice,
which they often renewed and often violated.
The fiege of Patras was formed by a fingular
concurrence of the Sclavonians of Peloponefus
and the Saracens of Africa. In their laft diftrefs,
a pious fiGtion of the approach of the prxtor of
Corinth, revived the courage of the citizens.
Their fally was bold and fuccefsful; the ftrangers
embarked, the rebels fubmitted, and the glory of
the day was afcribed to a phantom or a firanger,
who fought in the foremoft ranks under the char-
acter of St. Andrew the apoftle. The fhrine which
contained his relics was decorated with the tro-
phies of viGory,. and the captive race was for
ever devoted to the fervice and vaffalage of the
Metropolitan church of Patras. By the revolt
of two Sclavonian tribes in the neighbourhood
of Helos and Lacedzmon, the peace of the pen-
infula was often difturbed. They fometimes in-
fulted the weaknels, and fometimes refifted the
oppreffion, of the Byzantine government, till at
length the approach of their hoftile brethren ex-
torted-a golden bull to define the rights and
obligations of the Ezzerites and Milengi, whofe
annual tribute was defined at twelve hundred
pieces of gold. From thefe ftrangers the Imperial
geographer has accurately diftinguifhed a domef:
dic and perhaps original race, who, in fome

CHAPR
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© 1 aPr degree, might derive their blood from the much

LIA.
Freemen cf
Laconia.

Cities and
revenne of

Telapone-
fus.

haps

1

ed Helots.  The hberality of the Romans,
and efpecially of Auguftus, had enfranchifed the
maritime cities from the dominion of Sparca; and
the coutizuance of the fame -benefit cnnchbled '
them with the title of Eleuthrro- or free- Laco-
ntans . In the time of Conftantine Prophyroge-
itus, they had acquired the name of Mainoics ,
under which they difhonour the claim of liberty
by the inhuman pillage of 2ll that is fhipwrecked
on their rocky fhores. Their territory , barren
of corn, but fruitful of olives, extended to the
Cape of Malea: they accepted a chief or prince
from. the Byzantine pretor, and a light tribute
of four hundred picces of gold was the badge
of their immunit_\,-‘ rather than of their dependence.
The freemen of Laconia affumed the character of
Romans, and Iong adhered to the religion of
the Greeks. By the zeal of the emperor g
Bafil, they were baptized in the faith of Chrift :
but the altars. of Venus and Neptune Lad been
crowned by thefe ruftic votaries five hundred
years after they were profcribed in the Roman
world. In the theme of Peloponefus 7, forty cities
were ftill pumbered , and the declining ftate of
Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be fufpended
1 the tenth century, at an equal diftance,

i

per- |
» between their antique {plendour and their
prefent defolation. The duty of military fervige
¢ither in perfon or by fubflitute, wa

s impofed
on the lands or benefices of the province: a fum

of five pieces of gold was affeffed on each of the '
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fabftantial tenants; and the fame capitation was
fhared among feveral heads ofml:;;-..' value. On
the proclamation of an Italian war, the Pelopone-
fiaus excufed themfelves by a voluntary \)D].ltlor
of one hundred pounds of gold { four thoufand
pounds fterling ), and a thoufand horfes with
their arms and trappings. The churches and
moualteries furnifhed their contingent; a facrile-
gious profit was extorted from the {ale of eccle-
1aftical honours, and the indigent bilhop of Leu-
cadia™ was made refponfible for a penfion of
one hundred pieces of gold *

But the wealth of the provmm,, and the trult
of the revenue, were founded on the fair and
plentiful produce of t""'ic and manufa&ures: and
iomf. fymptoms of liberal policy may be traced in
a law which exempts from all perfonal taxes the
mariners of Peloponefus, and the workmen ia
parchment and purple. This denomination may
be fairly applied or extended to the manufadures
of linen, woollen, and more efpecially of filk:
the two former of ~which had flourifhed in Greece
finceg the days of Homer; and the lalt was In-
troduced perhaps as early as the r"i"-n of Jultinian.
Thele arts, which were exerc d at Corinth ,
Thebes, and Argos, afforded food and occupa-
tion to a numerous people: the men, women,
aud children, were diftributed according to their
age and flrength; and if many of thefe were
domeftic flaves, their malters, who directed the
work and enjoyed the profit, were of a free and
honourable condition. The gifts which a rich

C'HAP.
I!Ili.
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and generous matron of Peloponefus prefented
to the emperor Bafil, her adopted fon, were
doubtlefs fabricated in the Grecian looms. Da-
nielis beflowed a carpet of fine wool, of a pat-
tern which imitated the fpots of a peacock’s tail,
of a magnitude to overfpread the floor of a2 new
church, ereed in the triple name of Chrift, of
Michael the archangel, and of the prophet
Elijah. She gave fix hundred pieces of filk and
linen, of various ufe and denomination: the filk
was painted with the Tyran dye, and adorned
by the labours of the needle; and the linen was
fo exquilitely fine, that an entife picce might
be rolled in the hollow of a cane®; In this de-
feription of the Greek manufacures, an hiltorian
of Sicily difcriminates their price, according to
the weight and quality of the filk, the clofenefs
of the texture; the beauty of the colours, and
the tafte and materials of the embroidery. A
fingle, or even a double or treble thread was
thought fufficient. for ordinary fale; but the
union of fix threads compofed a piece of {tronger
and more coltly workmanthip. Among the
colours, he celebrates, with affe@ation of elo-
quence, the fiery blaze of the fcarlet, and the
fofter luftre of the green. The embroidery was
raifed either in filk or gold: the more fimple or-

nament of firipes or circles was furpaffed by the

nicer Imitation of flowers: the veltments that
were fabricated for the palace or the altar often
glittered with precious {tones; and the figures
were delineated in Qrings of Oriental _])Car]S“.HTi?l
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the twelfth century, Greece alone, of all the ¢ma#,
countries of Chriftendom, was poffeffed of the rrm.
D: infe®@ who is taught by nature, and of the
at workmen who are inftrudted by art, to prepare
2i this elegant luxury.' But the fecret had been
new ftolen by the dexterity and diligence of the
f Arabs: the caliphs of the Eaft and Weft fcorned
to borrow from the unbelievers their furniture
and apparel; and two cities of Spain, Almeria
and Lifbon, were famous for the manufadure,
the ufe, and perhaps the exportation, of filk. It
was firlt introduced into Sicily by the Normans; tranfported
oh and this emigration of trade diftinguilhes the vic: from Greect
il tory of Roger from the uniform and f uitlefs hof. © 5%
tilities of every age. After the fack of Corinth;
Athens, and Thebes, his lieutenant embarked
with a captive train of weavers and artificers of
both fexes, a trophy glorious to their mafter, and
335 difgraceful to the Greek emperor **. The king of
d v Sicily was not infenfible of the value of the pre-
fent ; and, in the reftitution of the prifoners, he
excepted only the male and female manufa&urers
oL of Thebes and Corinth, who labour, fays the
Byzantine biftorian, under a barbarous lord, like
1 ihe the old Eretrians in the fervice of Darius *’. A
ftately edifice, in the palace of Palermo, was
erected for the ufe of this induftrious eolony **;
and the art was propagated by their children and
difciples to fatisfy the encrealing demand of the
weltern world. The decay of the looms of
Sicily may be afcribed to the troubles of the
Ti ifland, and the competition of the Italian cities.
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In the year thirteen hundred and fourteen, Lucca
alone, among her fifter republics, enjoyed the
lucrative “monopoly **." A domeftic revolution
difperfed the manufactures to Florence, Bologna,
Venice, Milan, and even the countries beyoad
the Alps; and thirteen years after this event, the
ftatutes ‘of Modena enjoin the planting of mul-
berry trees, and regulate” the duties on raw
filk **.  The northern clinates are lofs propitious
to the education of- the filk-worm; but the
imduftry of France and England * is fupplied
and “enriched by the productions of Italy and
China.

I mult repeat the comni aint that the vague and
fcanty ‘memorials of the times will not afford any
juft ‘etimate of the taxes, the revenue, and the
refources, - of ‘the Greek: empire. From every
province’ of Europe and Afia, the rivulets of
gold and Dlver difcharged into- the lmperial re-
fervoir a copious and perennial  ftream. The
feparation of the branches from the trunk en-
creafed the relative magnitude of Conftantinople;
and the maxims of delpotifm contracted the ftate
to the capital, the capital, to the palace, and the
palaeeto thcroyal perfon. A Jewifh traveller, who
vifited the Eaft in the twellth century, is loft in
his admiration of the Byzantine riches. © It s
« here,” fays Benjamin of Tudela, “in 'the
« queen of cities, that the tributes of the Greek
“ empire are annually depolited , and’ the lofty
“ towers are filled with precious magazines
¢ of filk, purple, and gold. It is faid. that
« Cenflantinople

-~
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Conftantinople pays each day to her fovereign
« twenty thoufand pieces of gold; which are
« Jevied on the fhops, taverns, and markéts, on
< the merchants of Perfia.and Egypt, of Ruffia
“ and Hungary, of ltaly and Spain', who fre-
« quent the capital by fea and land **.” In all
pecuniary matters, the authority of a' Jew is
doubtlefs refpectable; but as the three hundred
and fixty - five days would produce a yearly' in-
come exceeding feven millions flerling, 1 am
tempted to retrench at leaft the numerouns feftivals
of the Greek calendar: The mals of treafure” that
was faved by Theodora and Bafil the fecond,
will fuggelt a fplendid; though indefinite, 'idea
of their fupplies and refources. The ‘mother of
Michael, before fhe retired to a cloifter; atterapted
to check or expofe the prodigality of her uongrate-
ful foa, by a free and faithful account of the
wealth which he inherited; one hundred and
nine thoufand pounds of gold, and three hundred
thoufand of filver, the fruits of her own: eco-
nomy and that of her deceafed hufband **; The
avarice of Bafil is not lels renowned than his
valour and fortune: his victorious armies were
paid and rewarded without breakinginto the mafs
of two hundred thoufand pounds of gold (about
eight millions fterling ), which he had buried in
the fubterraneous vaults of the palace’’. Such
accumulation of treafure is rtejefted by the
theory and practice of modern poliy;: and we
are more apt to compute the national riches by
the ule and abufe of the public credit. Yet the
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18 THEDECLINE AND FALL

maxims of antiquity are ftill embraced by a mo-
narch formidable to his enemies; by a republic
refpedlable to her allies; and both have attained
their refpective ends, of military power, and
domeftic tranquillity.

Whatever might be confumed for the prefent
wants, or referved for the future ufe, of the fate,
the firft and moft facred demand was for the
pomp and pleafure of the emperor ; and bhis
difcretion only could define the meafure of his
private expence. The prmus of \,.onﬂlutmopl..
were far removed from the fimplicity of nature ;
yet, with the revolving feafons, they were led
by tafte or falhion to withdraw to a purer air,
from the fmoke and tumult of the capital. T hev
enjoyed , or affeted to enjoy, the ruftic feltival
of the vintage: their leifure was amufled by the
exercife of the chace and the calmer occupation
of fifhing , and, in the fummer heats, they were
fhaded from the fun, and refrethed by the cooling
breezes friom the fea. The coafts and iflands of
Afia and Europe were covered with their magni-
iicent villas: but, inftead of the modelt art which
fecretly firives to hide itfelf and to decorate the
fcenery of nature, the marble ftrudture of their
gardens ferved only to expofe the riches of the
lord , iand  the labours of the archite®t. ~The
fucceflive cafualties of inheritance and forfeiture
had rendered the fovereign proprictor of maany
ftately houfes in the city and fuburbs, of which
twelve were appropriated to the minifters of
flate; but the great palace **, the centre of the
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Imperial refidence , was fixed during eleven
g

centuries to the fame pofition , between the
hippodrome , the mmr"!ml of St. Sophia;, and
the gardens, w hich defcended by mauny a terrace

to the fhores of thc Propontis. The primitive
edifice of the firft Conftantine was a copy or
rival of ancient Rome; the gradual improvements
of his fucc e.l'o:» afpired to cxinlato e wonders of
the old world **, and in the tenth century, the
Byzantine palace excited the admiration, at lealt
of the Latins, by an unqueftionable pre-eminence
of ftrength, fize, and magnificence *’. But the
toil and treafure of fo many ages had produced
a valt and irregular pile: each feparatr bmldmg
was marked with the characer of the times and
of the founder; and the want of fpace might
excufe the reigning monarch who demolifhed,
perhaps with fecret fatisfaction , the works of
his predeceflors. The ®conomy of the emperor
Theophilus allowed a more free and ample fcope
for his domeftic luxury and fplendour. A favourite
ambaffador who had aftonifhed the Abbaffides
themfelves by his pride and liberality, prefented
on his return the model of a palace, which the
caliph of Bagdad had recentiy conftructed on the
banks of the Tigris. The model was inltantly
copied and furpalied : the new buildings of Theo-
philus ™ were accompanied with gardens, and
with five churches, one of which was confpicuous
for fize and beaunty: it was crowned with three
domes, the roof of gilt brafs repofed on columns
of Italian marble, and the walls were incrufted
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20 THE DECLINE AND FALL

with marbles of various colours. In the face of
the church, a femi-circular portico, of the figure
and name of the Greek fiyma was {fupported by
fifteen columns of Phrmen marble, and the
fubterrancous wvaults were of a hnll:n conftruce-
tion. The {quare before the figma was decorated
with a . fountain, and the margin of the bafon
was lined and encompalfled With plates of filver.
In the beginning of each feafon, the bafon,
inftead of water, was replenifhed with the moft
exquifite fruits, which were abandoned to the
populace for the entertainment of the prince.
He enjoyed this tumultuous fpe&acle from a
throne refplendent with gold and gems, which
was raifed by a marble ftair-cafe to a huuht of
a lofty terrace. Below the throne were fL..aLCd the
officers of his guards, the magifirates, the chiefs
of the fa&mn: of the circus; the inferior fteps
were occupied by the people, and the place
below was covered with troops of dancers,
fingers, and pantomimes. The fquare was fur
rounded by the hall of jultice, the arfenal, and
the various offices of bulinefs and pleafure ; and
the purple chamber was named from the anuual
diftribution of robes of {carlet and purple by the
hand of the emprefs herfelf. The long feries of
the apartments was adapted to the feafons, and
decorated with marble and porphyry, with paint-
ing , fculpture, and mofaics, with a profufion of
gold, filver, and precious ftones. His fanciful
magnificence employed the fkill and patience of
fuch artifts as the times could afford: but the
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talte of Athens would have defpifed their frivo-
lous and coftly labours; a golden tree, with Its
leaves and branches, which fheltered a multitude
of birds, warbling their artificial notes, and two
lions of maffy gold, and of the natural fize, who
looked and roared like their brethren of the
foreft. The fucceffors of Theophilus, of the
Bafilian and Comnenian dynalties, were not lefs
ambitions of leaving f{ome memorial of their
refidence; and the portion of the palace moft
fplendid and auguft, was dignified with the ttle
of the golden triclinium *°. With becoming
modefty , the rich and noble Greeks afpired to
imitate their fovereign, and when they paffed
through the fireets on horfeback, in their robes
of filk and embroidery, they were miltaken by
the children for kings **. A matron of Pelopone-
fus "7, who had cherifhed the infant fortunes of
Bafil the Macedonian, was excited by tendernefs
or vanity to vifit the greatnefs of her adopted
fon. In a journey of five hundred miles from
Patras to Conftantinople, her age or indolence
declined the fatigue of an horfe or carriage: the
foft litter or bed of Danielis was tranfported on
the fhoulders of ten robult flaves; and as they
were relieved at eafy diftances, a band of three
hundred was felected for the performance of this
fervice. She was entertained in the Byzantine
palace with filial reverence, and the honours ef
a queen; and whatever might be the origin of
her wealth, her gifts were not unworthy of the
regal dignity. I have already defcribed the fing
C3
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22 THE DECLINE AND FALL

and curious manufactures of Peloponefus , of
linen, filk, and woollen; but the moft acceptable
of her prefents confifted in three hundred beautiful
youths, of whom one hundred were eunuchs **;
« for fhe was not ignorant, ” fays the biftorian,
 that the air of the palace 1s more congenial to
“ fuch infects, than a fhepherd’s dairy to the
“ flies of the fummer. ” During her lifetime, fhe
beftowed the greater part of her eftates in Pelo-
ponefus , and her teftament inftituted Leo the
{fon of Bafil her univerfal heir. After the payment
of the legacies, fourfcore villas or farms were
added to the Imperial domain; and three thoufand
flaves of Danielis were enfranchifed by their new
lord, and tranfplanted as a colony to the Italian
coaft. From this example of a private matron,
we may eftimate the wealth and magnificence of
the emperors. Yet our enjoyments are confined
by a narrow circle; and, whatfeever may be
its value , the luxury %of life is poffefled with
more innocence and fafety by the mafter of his
own, than by the fteward, of the public fortune.

In an abfolute government, which levels the
diftintions of noble and plebeian birth, the
fovereign is the fole fountain of honour; and
the rank, both in the palace and the empire ,
depends on the titles and offices which are
beftowed and refumed by his arbitrary  will.
Above a thouland years, from Velpafian to
Alexius Comnenus *”, the Cefr was the fecond
perfon, or at leaft the fecond degree , after
the fupreme title of Auguftus was more freely
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communicated to the fons and brothers of the
reigning, monarch. To elude without violating
his promife to a powerful affociate, the hufband
of his fifter; and, without giving himfelf an
equal, to reward the piety of his brother Ifaac,
the crafty Alexius interpoled a new and fuper-
eminent dignity. The happy flexibility of the
Greek tongue allowed him to compound the
names of Auguftus and emperor (Sebaftos and
Autocrator) , and the union produced the fonor-
ous title of Schaflocrator. He was exalted above
the Cafar on the firft ftep of the throne: the
public acclamations repeated his name; and he
was only diftinguifhed from the fovereign by
fome peculiar ornaments of the head and fect.
The emperor alone could affume the purple or
red bulkins, and the clofe diadem or tiara, which
imitated the fafhion of the Perfian kings *°. It
was an high pyramidal cap of cloth or filk,
almoft concealed by a profufion of peails and
jewels: the crown was formed by an horizonta
circle and two arches of gold: at the fummit,
the point of their interfection was placed a globe
or crofs, and two ftrings or lappets of pear
depended on either cheek. Inftead of red, the
bufkins of the Sebaftocrator and Cwefar were
green; and on their open coronzets or crowns, the
precious gems were more fparingly diftributed
Befide and below the Cxfar, the fancy of Alexiu
created the Panhyperfebafles and the Protofebajios
a whofe found and fignification will fatisfy,
Grecian ear. They mmply a fuperiority and &
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CHA P pricrity above the fimple name of Auguftus ;

Lul,  and this facred and primitive title of the Roman

prince-was degraded to the kinfmen and fervants

of the Byzantine court. The daughter of Alexius

applauds , with fond complacency , this artful

gradation of hopes and honours; but the {cience

of words is acceflible to the meaneft capacity ;

and this vain dictionary was eafily eoriched by

the pride of his fucceflors. To their favourite

fons or brothers, they imparted the more lofty

appellation of lLord or Defpor, which was illuf

trated with new ornaments and prerogatives, and

placed immediately after the perfon of the emperor

himfelf. The five titles of, 1. Defpot ; 2. Sebaftocra-

20153, L4/ s 4. Panhyperfebafios ; and 5. Protofiba-

flos; were ufually confined to the princes of his

blood: they were the emanations of his majefty ;

buc as they exercifed no regular funéions, their

exiftence was ufelefs , and their authority pre-
carious.

Ofices of the - But in every monarchy the fubftantial powers
ﬁi;“e"“'m:gem of government muft be divided and exercifed by
S the minifters of the palace and treafury, the fleet
and army. The titles alone can differ; and in the
revolution of ages, the counts and prefects | the
pretor and queftor, infenfibly defcended, while
their fervants rofe above their heads to the frft
honours of the ftate. 1. In a monarchy, which
refers every obje@ to the perfon of the prince,
the care and ceremonics of the palace form the
moft refpedtable department. The Curopalata **

fo illultrious in the age of Juft

inien, was fup-
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planted by the Protovefliare , whofe primitive
fun&ions were limited to the cultody of the
wardrobe. From thence his jurifdition was ex-
tended over the numerous menials of pomp and
luxury ; and he prefided with his filver wand at
the public and private audience. 2. In the ancient
fyftem of Conftantine, the name of. Logothete,
or accountant, was applied to the receivers of the
finances : the principal officers were diftinguifhed
as the Logothetes of the domain, of the pofts,
the army, the private and public treafure; and
the great Logothere , the fupreme guardian of the
laws and revenues, is compared with the chan-
cellor of the Latin monarchies **. His difcerning
eye pervaded the civil adminiftration; and he
was affifted, in due {fubordination, by the eparch
or przfedt of the city, the firlt {ecretary, and
the keepers of the privy feal, the archives, and
the red or purple ink which was referved for
the facred fignature of the emperor alone *’. The
introdu®or and interpreter of foreign ambaffadors
were the great Chiaufs ** and the Dragoman *’,
two names of Turkifh origin , and which are
ftill familiar to the fublime Porte. 3. From the
humble ftyle and fervice of guards, the Domeffics
infenfibly rofe to the ftation of generals; the
military themes of the Eaft and Weft, the legions
of Europe and Afia, were often divided, till
the great Domeftic was finally invefted with the
univerfal and abfolute command of the land
forces. The Protojirator, in his original functions,
was the afliftant of the emperor when he mounted
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on horfeback: he gradually became the lieutenant
of the great Domeftic in the field; and his jurif-
diction extended over the ftables, the cavalry,
and the royal train of hunting and hawking. The
Stratopedarch was the great judge of the camp;
the Protofpathaire commanded the guards; the
Conftable **, the great Ateriarch, and the Acolyth,
were the feparate chiefs of the Franks, the
Barbarians , and the Varangi, or Englith, the
mercenary firangers, who, in the decay of the
national fpirit, formed the nerve of the Byzantine
armies. 4. The naval powers were under the
command of the great Duke; in his abfence they
obeyed the great Drungaire of the fleet; and,
in his place, the Emir, or admirel, a name of
Saracen extraction *’ , but which has been natur-
alized in all the modern languages of Europe.
Of thele officers, and of many more whom it
would be ufelefs fo enumerate , the civil and
military hierarchy was framed. Their honours
and emoluments, their drefs and titles , their
mutual falutations and refpective pre-eminence,
were balanced with more exquifite labour, than
would have fixed the conftitution of a free peo-
ple; and the code was almoft perfe@t when this
bafelefs fabric, the monument of pride and
fervitude , was for ever buried in the ruins
of the empire *. :

The moft lofty titles, and the moft humble
poftures , which devotion has applied to the
Supreme Being, have been proftituted by flattery
and fear to creatures of the fame nature with
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ourflelves. The mode of adoration **, of falling
proftrate on the ground, and kiffing the feet of
the emperor, was borrowed by Diocletian from
Perfian fervitude ; but it was continued and
aggravated till the Iaft age of the Greek monar-
chy. Excepting only on Sundays, when it was
waved , from a motive of religious pride, this
humiliating reverence was exacted from all who
entered the royal prefence, from the princes in-
velted with the diadem and purple, and from
the ambafladors who reprefented their independ-
ent fovereigns, the caliphs of Afia, Egypt, or
Spain, the kings of France and ltaly, and the
Latin emperors of ancient Rome. In his tranfac-
tions of bufinefs, Liutprand, bifhop of Cremona **,
afferted the free fpirit of a Frank and the dignity
of his mafter Otho. Yet his fincerity cannot
difguife the abafement of his firlt audience.
When he approached the throne, the birds of
the golden tree began to warble their notes,
which were accompanied by the roarings of the
two lions of gold. With his two companions,
Liutprand was compelled to bow and to fall
proftrate ; and thrice he touched the ground
with his forehcad. He arofe, but in the fhort
interval , the throne had been hoifted by an
engine from the floor to the cieling, the Imperial
figure appeared in new and more gorgeous
apparel , and the interview was concluded in
haughty and majeftic filence. In this honeft and
curious narrative , the bifhop of Cremona repre-
fents the ceremonies of the Byzantine court,

CHAP
LIIL,

Reception of
ambhafiadors.




CHAP
LIH,

Froceflions
and acclama-
tions,

28 THE DECLINE AND FALL

which are Rill pradifed in the fublime Porte;
and which were preferved in the laft age by the
dukes of Mufcovy or Ruffia. After a long:
journey by the fea and land, from Venice to
Conftantinople, the ambaffador halted at the
golden gate, till he was conduéted by the formal
officers to the holpitable palace prepared for his
reception; but this palace was a prifon, and his
jealous keepers prohibited all focial intercourfe
cither with ftrangers or natives. At his firlt
audience, he offered the gifts of his malter, flaves,
and golden wvafes, and coftly armour. The
oltentatious payment of the officers and troops
difplayed before his eyes the riches of the empire :
he was entertained at a royal banquet **, in
which the ambaffadors of the nations were mar-
fhalled by the efteem or contempt of the Greeks:
from his own table, the emperor, as the moft
fignal favour , fent the plates which he had
tafted ; and his favourites were difmiffed with a
robe of honour **. In the morning and evening
of each day, his civil and military fervants at-
tended their duty in the palace; their labour
was repaid by the fight, perhans by the fmile,
of their lord; his commands were fignified by a
nod or a fign: but all earthly greatnef{s Sftaod
filent and fubmiffive in his prefence. In his regular
or extraordinary proceffions through the capital,
he unveiled his perfon to the public view: the
rites of policy were connedted with thofe of
religion, and his vifits to the principal churches
were regulated by the feflivals of the Greek
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calendar. Ou the eve of thefe proceffions, the
gracious or devout intention of the monarch
was proclaimed by the heralds. The ftreets were
cleared and purified; 'the pavement was firewed
with flowers; the molt precious furniture, the
gold and filver plate, and filken hangings, were
difplayed from the windows and balconies, and
a fevere difcipline reftrained and filenced the
tumult of the populace. The march was opened
by the military officers at the head of their
troops ; they were followed in long order' by
the magiltrates and minifters of the civil govern-
ment: the perfon of the emperor was guarded
by his eunuchs and domeftics, and at the church-
door, he was folemnly received by the patriarch
and his clergy. The talk of applanfe was not
abandoned to the rude and fpontaneous voices
of the crowd. The moft convenient f{tations were
occupied by the bands of the blue and green
factions of the circus; and their furious confliéts,
which had fhaken the capital, were infenfibly funk
to an emulation of fervitude. From either fide
they echoed m refponfive melody the praifes of
the emperor; their poets and muficians directed
the choir, and long life ** and victory were the
burthen of every fong. The fame acclamations
were performed at the audience , the banquet,
and the church; and as an evidence of boundlefs
fway, they mere repeated in the Latin **, Gothic,
Perlian, French, and even Englith language *°,
by the mercenaries who™ fuftained the real or
fititious character of thofe nations. By the pen of
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Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, this fcience of form
and flattery bas been reduced into a pompous and
trifling volume **; which the vanity of fucceed-
ing times might enrich with an ample fupplement.
Yet the calmer refletion of a prince would
furely fuggeft, that the fame acclumations were
applied to every character and every reign: and
if he bad rifen from a private rank, he might
remember , ‘that his own voice had been the
loudeft and moft eager in applaufe, at the very
moment, when he envied the fortune, or con-
fpired againft the life, of his predeceffor 7

The princes of the North, of the nations, fays
Conltantine , without faith or fame , were ambitious
of mingling their blood with the blood of the
Cmfars , by their marriage with a royal virgin,
or by the nuptials of their daughters with a Roman
prince **.  The aged monarch, in his infltruétions
to bis {fon, reveals the fecret maxims of policy
and pride ; and f{uggefts the moft decent reafons
for refufing thefe infolent and unreafonable de-
mands. Hvery animal, fays the difcreet emperor ,
is prompted by nature -to feek a mate among the
animals of his own fpecies ; and the human fpecies
15 divided into various tibes, by the diftinction
of language, religion , and manners. A juft regard
to the purity of defcent preferves the harmony of
public and private life ; but the mixture of for-;':ism
blood is the fruitful fource of diforder and difcord.
Such had ever been the opinion and practice of
the fage Romans: their jurifprudence profcribed
the marriage of a citizen and a ftranger : in the
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m days of freedom and virtue, a fenator would have ¢ w a p,

and

fcorned to match his daughter with a king: the ym
glory of Mark Anthony was f_ullied by an Hgyptian
wife **; and the emperor Titus was compelled,
y popular cenfure, to difmifs with reluance
by popul f to difmif: h relu@

ore the reluctant Berenice *°. This perpetual interdict
nd was racfied by the fabulous fandtion of the great
ht Conltantine, The ambaffadors of the nations,
he more efpecially of the unbelieving nations, were

folemnly admonifhed , that fuch firange alliances

had been condemned by the founder of the church

and city. The mrrevocable law was infcribed on Imaginary
L4 < . & - 5 law of Con-

the altar of St. Sophia; and the impious prince gpine.

who fhould ftain the majeflty of the purple was

excluded from the civil and ecclefialtical commu-

nion of the Romans. 1f the ambalfadors were

infiruced by any falfe brethren in the Byzantine

s hiftory , they might produce three memorable

ey examples of the violation of this imaginary law:

the marriage of Leo, or rather of his father

Cenftantine the fourth , with the daughter of the

king of the Chozars, the nuptials of the grand-

daughter of Romanus with a Bulgarian prince,

and the union of Bertha of France or Italy with

young Romanus, the fon of Conftantine Porphy-

rogenitus himfelf. To thefe obiecltions, three

anfwers were prepared, which folved the diffi-

culty and eftablifhed the law. 1. The deed and The A& ex.

the guilt’ of Conftantine Copronymus were ac- %%

knowledged. The Ifaurian heretic, who fullied

the baptif nal font, and declired war againit the

holy images, had indeed’ embriaced a Barbarian
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wife, By this impious alliance, he accomplifhied
the meafure of his crimes, and was devoted to
the jult cenfure of the church and of polterity,
1. Romanus could not be alleged asa legitimate
emperor; he was a plebeian ufurper, ignorant of
the laws, and regardlefs of the honour, of the
monarchy. His fon Chriftopher, the father of
the bride, was the third in rank in the college
of princes, at once the fubjed and the accomplice
of a rebellious parent. The Bulgarians were fincere
and devout Chriltians; and the fafety of the
empire, with the redemption of many thoufand
captives, depended on this prepofterous alliance.
Yet no confideration could difpenfe from the law
of Conftantine; the clergy, the fenate, and the
people, difapproved the eondu@ of Romanus;
and he was reproached, both in his life and death,
as the author of the public difgrace. IIL For the
marriage of his own fon with the daughter of
Hugo king of Italy, a more honourable defence
is contrived by the wife Porphyrogenitus. Coun-
ftantine, the great and holy, efteemed the fidelity
and valour of the Franks®*; and his prophetic
Ipirit beheld the vifion of their future greatnefs,
They alone were excepted from the general
prohibition: Hugo king of France was the lineal
defcendant of Charlemagne *; and his daughter

Bertha inherited the prerogatives of her family
and nation. The voice of truth and malice infens
{ibly betrayed the fraud or error of the Imperial
court. ‘The patrimonial eftate of Hugo was redu-
ced from ¢

1
i

he monm‘chy of France to the {fimple
county




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 33
county of Arles; though it was not dented , that,
in the confufion of the times, he had ufurped the
fovereiginty of Provence, and invaded the king-
dom of it.ﬂy His facther was a private noble;
and if Bertha derived her female defcent from the
Carlovingian line, every [tep was poliuted with
illegitimacy or vice. The grandmother of Hugo
was the famous Valdrada, the concubine, rather
than the wife, of the fecond Lothiir; whofe
adultery, divorce, and fecond nuptials, had pro-
voked againft him the thunders of the Vatican.
His mother, as (he was fiyled the great Bertha,
was fm(ﬁ'ln--lr the wife of the count of Arles

and of the marquis of Tulcany: France and ltaly
were Ldu‘._,iwl by her gdh.m:rm“; and, tiil the
age of threefcore, her lovers, of cvery degree,
were the zealous fervants of her ambition.
example of maternal mcontxmnf‘c was copied by
the king of kaly; and the three favourite concu~
bines of Hugo were decorated with the claffic
names of Venus, Juno , and Semele *’. The daugh-
ter of Venus was granted to the folicitations of
the Byzantine court: her name of Bertha was
ch"nm‘(w to that of Eudoxia; and fhe was wedded,
or mh - betrothed, to young Romanus, the
future heir of the empire of h Fai‘t The con-
fummation of this foreign alliance was {fufpended
by the tender age of the two ptrtleq ¢ and, at thg
end of five years , the union was diffolved by the
death of the virgin fpoufe. The fecond wife of
the emperor Romanus was a2 maiden of plebeian,
but of Roman, birth; and their two daughters,

Vori % D
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Theophano and Anne, were given in marriage
to the princes of the earth, The eldeft was
beftowed, as the pledge of peace, on the eldeft
fon of the great Otho, who had felicited this
alliance with arms and embaflics. It might legally
be queltioned how h‘r a Saxon was entitle
the priviic'e"" of the French nation: but every
fcruple was filenced by the fame and p'uy of a
hero who had reftored the empire of the Weft.
After the death of her father-in- law and hufband,
Theophano governed Rome, ltaly , and Germany,
during the minority of her fon, the third Otho;
and the Latins have praifed t':*-c v:rta':?s of an
nprels, who fac
remembrance of her country

ced to a fuperior duty the
& fl the ‘nuptials
of her fifter Anne, every prejudice was toiu., and
every conﬁdcmtlon of dignity was fuperfeded,
by the fironger argument of neceflity and fear.
A Pagan of the north , Wolodomir, great prince
of Ru{lm, alpired to a daughter of the Roman
purple; and his claim was enforced by the threats
of war, the promife of converfion, and the offer
of a powcrfu} fuccour againft a domeftic rebgl. A
victim of her religion and Countly, the Grecian
princefs was torn “from the palace of her fathers,
and condemned to a favage reignand ‘an hu!)t’:]uin‘
exile on the banks of the Boryfthenes, or in the
neighbouihdod of the-Polar circle®’. Yet the
marriage of Anne was fortunate and fruitful; the
daughter of her grandfon Jeroflaus was recom-
mended by her Imperial defcent; and the king
of France, Henry L. fought a wife on the Ia 1::0
borders of Europe and Chriftendom .
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In the Byzantine palace, the emperor was the CH AP,
firlt flave of the ceremonies which he impofed, LIIL
Defpotic

power.

of the rigid forms which regulated each word
and gelture, befieged him in the palace, and
) violated the leifure of his rural {folitude. But the
4 tives and fortunes of millions hung on his arbitrary
will: and the firmeft minds, fuperior to the allure-
ments of pomp and luxury, may be feduced by
the more a&ive plealure of commanding their
equals. The legiflative and executive power were
centered in the perfon of the monarch, and the
laft remains of the authority of the fenate, were
finally eradicated by Leo the philofopher . A
lethargy of fervitude had benumbed the minds of
the Greeks; in the wildeft tumults of rebellion
they never afpired to the idea of a free conflitu-
tion; and the private character of the prince was
the ouly fource and meafure of their public hap-
pinefs. Superftition rivetted their chains; in the
church of St. Sophia, he was folemnly crowned
by the patriarch; at the foot of the altar, they
ok pledged their paflive and unconditional obedience
| A to his government and family. On his {ide he
engaged to abftain as much as poflible from the coronation
capital punifhments of death and mutilation ; his oat: .
orthodox creed was fubferibed with his own hand,

and he promifed to obey the decrees of the feven

fynods , and the canons of the holy church®*. But

the affurance of mercy was loofe and indefinite:

he fwore, not to his people, but to an invifible

judge, and except inthe inexpiable guiltof herely,

1B Y
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cu AP the minifters of heaven were always prepared to

LiL  preach the indefeafible right, and to abfolve tl
venial tranfgreflions, of their fovereign. The
Greek ecclefialtics were themlelves the fubje&s
of the civil magiftrate: at the nod of a tyrant,
the bifhops were created , or transferred , or depol-
ed, or punifhed, with an ignominious death:
whatever might be their wealth or influence, they
could never- fucceed like the Latin clergy in the
eftablithment of an independent republic ; and

the patriarch of Conftantinople condemned , what
he fecretly envied, the temporal greatnels of his

Yet the exercife of boundlefs
defpotifm is happily checked by the laws of nature

and neceflity. In proportion to his wifdom and
virtae, the mafter of an empire is coafined to the
path of his facred and laborious duty. In propor-
tion to his vice and folly, he drops the fceptre
too weighty fur his hands; and the motions of
the royal image are ruled by the imperceptible
thread of fome minifter or favourite , who under-
takes for his private intereft to exercife the tafk
of the public oppreffion. In fome fatal moment,
the moft abfolute mouarch may dread che reafon
or the caprice of a ndtion of flaves; and expe-
rience has proved, that whatever is gained in the
extent, is loft in the fafety and folidity , of regal
PO‘-VC]‘.
vititary Whatever titles a defpot may affume, whatever
:r;‘": '(“i cliims he may affert, it is on the fword that he
Suacens, and muit ultimately depend to guard him againft his
i o fareign and domeftic enemies. From the age of
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Charlemagne to that of the Crufades, the world
(for I overlook the remote monarchy of China)
was occupied and difputed by the three great
empires or nations of the Greeks, the Saracens,
and the Franks. Their military firength may be
alcertained by a comparifon of their courage, their
arts and riches, and their obediencze to a fupreme

i
head, who might call into action all the encreies

of the ftate. The Grecks, far inferior to their
rivals in the firft, were fuperior to the Franks,
and at leaft equal to the Saracens, in the fecond
and third of thefe warlike qt_*:]n"“"ti’\"m

The wealth of the Greeks enabled them to!
purchale the fervice of the poorer nations, and
to maintain a naval power for the prote&ion of
their coafts and the annoyance of their enemies
A commerce of mutual benefit exchanged the gold
of Conflantinople for the blood of the Sclavonians
and Turks, the Bulgarians and Ruflians: their
valour co vnbuth to the vidtories of Nicephorus
and Zimifces; and if an hoftile people p,\fﬁd too
clofely on the frontier, they were recalled to th
defence of their country , and the defire of peace,
by the well-managed attack of a more diftant
tribe >, The command of the Mediterranean,
from the mouth of the Tanais to the columns of
Hercules, was always claimed, and often poffeffed,
by the fucceffors of Conftantine. Their capita}
was filled with naval ftores and dextrous artificers:
the fituation of Greece and Afia, the long coafts,
deep gulfs, and numerous iﬂandq, accuftomed
their fubjects to the exercife of navigation; ane
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the trade of Venice and Amalfi fuppil da nurfcry
of feamen to the Imperial fleet *. Since the time
of the Peloponefian and Punic wars, the fphere
of action had not been enlarged; and the {cience
of naval" architecture appears to have declined.
The art of ¢conftruéing thofe ftupendous machines
which difplayed three, er fix or ten, ranges of
oars, rifing above, or h[imo behind , each mE‘ﬂr

was unknown to the hnn-bml.ma ol (,ouﬁy_n-
tinople, as well as to the mcchamu..m of modern
days *. The Dromones 7, or light gallies of the
Byzantine empire, were content with two tire of
oars; each tire was compofed of five and twenty
benches ; and two rowers were ftated on each
bench , who plyed their oars on either fide of
the veflel. To thefe we muft add the captain or
centurion, who, in time of acion, flood erect
swith his armour-bearer on the poop, two fleerfimen
at the helm, and two officers at the prow, the
one to manage. the anchor, the other to point
and play :T‘IHFE the cuemy the tube of liquid
fire. ‘The whole crew, as in the infancy of the
art, performed the (,cubfe fervice of mariners
and foldiers; they were provided with defenfive
and offenfive arms, with bows and arrows,

which they ufed from the upper deck , w1t11
long pikes , which they pufhed tmough the
port holes of the lower tire. Sometimes indeed
the fhips of war were of a larger and more folid
conftru®ion; and the labours of combat and
navigation were more regularly divided between
feventy {oldicrs and. two hundred and thirty
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mariners. But for the moft part they were of
the light and manageable {ize; and as the cape of
Malea in Peloponefus was ftill clothed with its
ancient terrors, an Imperial fleet was tranfported
five miles over land acrofs the Ifthmus of Corinth ™.
The principles of maritime tactics had not undergone
any change fince the time of Thucydides: a
fquadron of gallies ftill advanced in a crefcent,
charged to the front, and ftrove to impel their
fharp beaks againft the feeble fides of their anta-
gonifts. A machine for calting ftones and darts
was built of firong timbers in the midft of the
deck ; and the operation of boarding was effeGed
by a crane that hoifted balkets of armed men. The
language of fignals, fo clear and copious in the
naval grammar of the moderns, was imperfectly
exprefled by the various pofitions and colours of
a commanding flag. In the darknefs of the night
the fame orders to chace, to attack, to halt, to
retreat., ” to break, to form, were Co.nveyed by
the lights of the leading galley. By land, the
fire fignals were repeated from one mountain to
another; a.chain of eight ftations commanded a
fpace of five hundred miles; and Conlftantinople
in a few hours was apprized of the holtile motions
of the Saracens of Tarfus ”’. Some eftimate may
be formed of the power of the Greek emperors,
by the curious and minute detail of the armament
which was prepared for the reduction of Crete.
A fleet of one hundred and twelve gallies, and
feventy - five veflels of the Pamphylian ftyle, was
equipped in the capital, the iflands of the Egxan
Dy
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fea, and the rt:’hport‘: of Afia, 1‘~""‘J-‘:‘~f'-“'5;‘-., and
Greece. It carried thirty - four tl"ﬁm nd mariners
feven thoufand three hundred and forty foldiers
feven hundred Ruilidns, and Hve thonfand an

»

eighty-feven Mardaites, whofe fathers

3

tranfplanted from the mountains of Fibanus
pay , moft probably of a moenth, was computed
at thirty-four centenaries of gold, about one
hundred and thirty - fix thoufand pounds fterling.
Qur fancy i1s bew ildered 1 by the endlefs recapitu-
lation of arms and engines, of clothes and linen,
of bread for the men and forage for the horfes,
and of ftores and utenfils of every defcription,
mmadequate to the conqueft of a petty ifland, but
amply fufficient for the eftablithment of a flou-
rithing colony 7
Theinvention of the Greek fire did not, like that
of gunpowder, produce a total revolution in the art
of war. To thefe liquid combuftibles, the city and
empire of Conftantine owed their deliverance; and
they were employed in fieges and fea-fights with
terrible effe®. But they were either lefs improved,
or lefs fufceptible of improvement: the engines
of antiquity, the catapultee, balift, and battering-
rams, were {till of moft frequent aud powerful
ufe in the attack and defence of fortifications; nor
was the decifion of battles reduced to the quu,L
and heavy fire of a line of inf antry , whom it were
fruitlefs to protedt with armour .1gmmﬁ a fimilar
fire of their enemies. Steel and iron were fill
the common mnffruments of deftru&ion and {afety;
and the helmets, cuirafles, and fhiclds, of the
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h century did not, eitherin form or fubltance,
r

tent
he companions of Alexander or Achilles 7. But

] cultoming the modern Greeks," like
ies of ole l, to the confltant and ealy

L‘lF‘C.N'}' weight; their armour was laid
afide 1n light chanots, which fellowed the march,
till, on the approach of an enemy, they refumed
with hafte and relu@ance the unufual nc lebr;‘.uce.
Their offenlive weapons confifted of {words, battle-
axes, and n:nw- but the F‘lmedonian_pikc was
hortened a fourth of its length, and reduced to
the more convenient mmfn of twelve cubits or
feet. The (harpnels of the Scythian and Arabian
arrows had been feverely ﬂh, and the emperors
lament the decay of archery as a caufe of the
public misfortunes, and recommer nd, as an advice,
and a command; that the milicary youth, "H the

age of forty , fhould afli 'W\‘Iﬂy pf?.l e the
exercife of the bow "', The bands, or regiments,

were ufpally three hundre d fl'.nng; andasa

=

medium between the extremes of four and fixteen,
the foot {oldiers of Leo and Conftantine were
formed eight, deep; but the cavalry charged in
four ranks from the reafonable confideration, that
the weight of the front covld not be encreafed by
any preuure of the hindmoft horfes. If the ranks
of the infantry or cavalry were {fometimes doubled,

this cantious array betrayed a fecret diftrnlt of

the courage of the troops, wbofe numbers might
fwell the appearance of the line, but of whom
only a chofen band would dare to encouater the

fentially differ fmm thofe which bad covered-
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{pears and {words of the Barbarians. The order
of battle muft have varied according to the ground,
the obje&, and the adverfary; but their ordinary
difpofition, in two lines and a referve, prefented
a fucceflion of hopes and refources moft agreeable
to the temper as well as the judgment of the
Greeks 7. In cafe of a repulle, the firR line fell
back into the intervals of the fecond; and the
referve, breaking into two -divifions, wheeled
round the flanks to improve the victory or cover
the retreat. Whatever authority could ena& was
accomplifhed, at leaft in theory, by the camps
and marches, the exercifes and evolutions, the
ediéts and books, of the Byzantine monarch ™.
‘Whatever art could produce from the fo ge, the
loom, or the laboratory, was abundantly {fupplied,
by the riches of the prince, and the induftry of
his numerous workmen. But neither authority
nor art could frame the moft important machine,
the foldier himfelf; and if the ceremonies of Con-
ftantine always fuppofe the fafe and triumphal
return of the emperor ¥, his tafics feldom foar
above the means of efcaping a defeat, and pro-
craftinating the war . Notwithftanding fome
tranflient fuccefs, the Greeks were funk in their
own efteem and that of their neighbours. A cold
hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar
defcription of the nation: the author of the tacics
was befieged in his capital; and the laft of the
Barbarians, who trembled at the name of the
Saracens, or Franks, could proudly exhibit the
medals of gold and filver which they had extorted

g0
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i from the feeble fovereign of Conftantinople. What ¢ i a ».
s fpirit their government and character denied, 111
Iy micht have been infpired in {fome deoree by the
- L=00 . . 3 - . 2 5

: influence of religion ; but the religion of the Greeks

could only teach them to fuffer and to yield. The

emperor Nicephorus, who reftored for a moment

the difcipline and glory of the Roman name, was

e defirous of beftowing the honours of martyrdom
ed on the Chriftians who loft their lives in an holy
et war againft the infidels. But this political law

was defeated by the oppofition of the patriarch,

the bifhops, and the principal fenators; and they

t firenuoully urged the canons of St. Bafil, that

i all who were polluted by the bloody trade of a

| faldier, fhould be feparated, during three years,

from the communion of the faithful *°.

Thefe fcruples of the Greeks have beer compared Charader
with the tears of the primitive Moflems when 2 o
the Saracens.

: they were held back from battle; and this contraft

it of bafe fuperftition, aund bigh-fpirited enthufiafm,
unfolds to a philofophic eye the hiftory of the

rival nations. The fubjeés of the laft caliphs ™

had undoubtedly degenerated from the zeal and

faith of the companions of the prophet. Yet

their martial creed fiill reprefented the deity as

the author of war **: the vital though latent fpark

of fanaticifm ftill glowed in the heart of their
religion, and among the Saracens who dwelt on

the Chriftian borders, it was frequently rekindled

to a lively and active flame. Their regular force

was formed of the valiant {laves who had been
cducated to guard the perfon and accompany the
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ftandard of their lord; but the ‘\LUIL'?H‘.?U" people
of Syna and Cilicia, of Africa and S ,131, , was
awakened by the trumpet which proclaimed an hols
war againft the infidels. The rich were ambitious
of death or victory in the caufe of God ; the
poor were allured by the hopes of plunder, and
the DH, the mfirm, and the wo;ncn, aflumed

o,
?

{1'),utvu*~, with arms and honfrf.‘:,’into the field.
T'hefe offenfive and defenfive arms were fimilar in
ftrength aond temper to thofe of the Romans
whom they far excelled in the managzement of the
horfe and the bow; the mally filver c‘f their
beles, their bridles, and their fwords, difplayed
the magnificence of a profperous nation, and

except fome black archers of the fouth, the Ar?-.bs
difdained the naked bravery of thﬂ?“ anceflors.
Inftead of waggons, they were attended by a
long train of camels, mules, an{ affes; the
multitude of thefe animals, whom they bedecked
with flags and ftreamers , appeared to fwell the
pomp and magnitude of their hoft; and the horfes
of the enemy were often difordered by the uncouth
figure and odious fmell of the camels of the Eaft.
In\mrlble by their patience of thirlt and heat,
their {pirits were frozen b} a winter’s cold, and
the ronfuonf.ufs of their pro;,ca“ty to {leep
exacted the moft ricorous precautions againft the
furprifes of the night. Their order of battle was
a long fquare of two deep and folid lines; the
firlt of archers, the fecond of cav alry. In their
engagements by fea and Iand, they fuflained with

5
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patient firmncefs the fury of the attack | and feldom
advanced to the charge ull they could difcern
and opprefs the laffitude of their foes. But if
they were repulfed and broken, they knew not
bow to rally or renew the combat; and their
difmay was heightened by the fuperftitious pre-

judice, that God had declared himfelf on thé
fide of their enemies. The decline and fall of

s countenanced this fearful opinion; nor
were there wanting, among the Mahometans and
Chriftians, fome obfcure prophecies **  which
proguolticated their alternate defeats. The unity
of the Arabian empire was diffolved, but the
ndependent fragments were equal to populous
and powerful kingdoms; and in their naval and
military armaments, an emir of Aleppo of Tunis
might command no defpicable fund of fkill and
induftry and treafure. In their tranfactions of
peace and war with the Saracéns, the princés of
Confiantinople too often felt that thefe Barbarians
had nething barbarous in their difcipline; and
that if they were deflicute of original genius,
they had been endowed with a quick fpirit of
curiofity and imitation. The model was indeed
more perfed than the copy: their fhips, and
engines, and fortifications, were of a lefs (kilful
conftruction ; and they confels, without fhame,
that the fame God who has given a tongue to the
Arabians, had more nicely fafhioned the hands
of the Chinele, and the heads of the Greeks .

[
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A name of fome German tribes between the The Franks
Rhine and the Weler had fpread its victerious °r Latius,




46 THE DECLINE AND FALL

¢ u ap, influence over the greatelt part of Gaul, Ger-
LIIL.

many, and Italy; and the common appellation of
Franks *° was applied by the Greeks and Ara-
bians to the Chriftians of the Latin church, the
nations of the Welt, who ftretched beyond
their knowledge to the fhores of the Atlantic
Ocean. The valt body bad been infpired and
united by the foul of Charlemagne; but the
divifion and degeneracy of his race foon annihil-
ated the Imperial power , which would have
rivalled the Cwfars of Byzantium, and revenged
the indignities of the Chriftian name. The ene-
mies no longer feared, nor could the fubjeds
any longer truft, the application of a publiu
revenue, the labours of trade and manufactures
in the military fervice, the mutval aid of pro-
vinces and armies, and the naval fquadrons which
were regularly (tationed from the mouth of the
Elbe to that of the Tyber. In the beginning of
the tenth century, the family of Charlemagne
had almoft difappeared ; his monarchy was
broken into many holtile and independent {lates;
the regal title was affumed by the moft ambitious
chiefs; their revolt was imitated in a long fub-
ordination of anarcby and difcord, and the ll(.)b]u:
of every province difobeyed their fovereign,
oppreffed their vaflals, and exercifed perpetual
hoftilities againft their equals and neighbours.
Their private wars, which overturned the fabric
of government , fomentcd the martial {pirit of
the nation. In the fyftem of modern LL‘LIO}"C,
the power of the fiyord is poffeffed, at leail in




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 4

in fact, by five or fix mighty potentates; their
Gpemtioug are conducted on a diftant frontier,
by an order of men who devote their lives to
the ftudy and practice of the military art: the
reft of the country and community enjoys in
the midt of war the tranquillity of peace, and
is only made fenfible of the change by the ag-
gravation or decreafe of the public taxes. In
the diforders of the tenth and eleventh centuries,
every peafant was a foldier , and every village
a fortification ; each wood or valley was a {cene
of murgder and rapine; and the lords of each
caftle were compelled to affume the character of
princes and warriors. To their own courage
and policy, they boldly trufted for the fafety of
their family, the protection of their lands, and
the revenge of their injuries; and, like the con-
querors of a Iarger ﬁze, tthf were too apt to
tranfgrefs the privilege of defenfive war. The
powers of the mind and body were hardened by
the prefence of danger and neceflity of refolution:
the fame fpirit refufed to defert a friend and to
forgive an enemy; and, inflead of {leeping un-
der the guardian care of the magiltrate , they
proudly dildained the authority of the laws. In
thé days of feudal anarchy, the inftruments of
agriculture and art were converted into the
weapons of bloodfhed : the peaceful occupations
of civil and ecclefiaftical {ociety were abolifhed
or corrupted ; and the bithop who exchanged
his mitre for an helmet, was more forcibly urged
by the manners of the times than by the obliga-
tien of his teaure *’.
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The love of freedom and of arms was felt,
with coufcious pride, by the Franks themielves,
and is obferved by the Grecks with fome ci'm'rce
of amazement and: terror. © The l[?{I‘L\s
the emperor Conflantine,  are bold and va
“ to the verge of temerity; and 1h:;zr ('E;u:n:
 {pirit 1s fupported by the contempt of danger
« and death. In the field and in clofe onfet,
& -they pi'c'[-a to the front, and rufh headlong
“ againft the enemy, without deigning to com-
“ pute either his numbers or their own. Their
« ranks are formed by the firm conneg@ions of
« confangumity and frir*m.“np. and their martial

* deceds are plommed by the defire of faving or

“ revenging their dea 1'.. companions. In their
i cyes, a IL“WL 15 2 1:‘.1.":\::1"111 flight; and flight
« js indelible infamy °°.” A nation em,owe(l

with fuch hiy_;n and intrepidd fpirit , mult have
been fecure of vidory, if thefe advantages had
not been counterbalanced by many weighty de-
fe@s. The decay of their naval power, left the
Greeks and Saracens in polleflion of the fea, Jor
every purpofé of annoyance and fupply. In the
age which preceded the inftitution of knighthood,
the Frainks were rude and unikilful in the fervice
of cavaly *%; and, i
their warriors were fo confcious of their ignor-
ance, that they chofe (to difmount from their
Lmllq and fight on mﬂ-‘. Unpraétifed in the ufe
of pikes; eor of miffile weapouns, they were
encumberec by the length of their fword _.:, tiu’
weight of their armour, the magnitude

n all perilous emergencies,
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fhields, and, if I may repeat the fatire of the
meagre Greeks, by their unwieldy intemperance.
Their independent” {pirit difdained. the yoke of
fubordination, and abandoned the f{tandard of
their chief, if he attempted to keep the field
beyond the term of their f{tipulation or fervice.
On all fides they were open to the fnares of an
enemy, lefs brave, but more artful, than them-
felves. They might be bribed, for the Barbarians
were venal; or furprifed in the mght, for they
neglected the precautions of a clofe encampment
or vigilant centinels. The fatigues of a fummer’s
campaign exhaufted their ftrength and patience,
and they funk in defpair if their voracious ap-
petite was dilappointed of a plentiful fupply of
wine and of food. This general character of the
Franks was marked with fome nati-nal and local
fhades, which I (hould afcribe to accident, rather
than to climate, but which were vifible both to
natives and to foreigners. An ambaflador of the
great Otho declared, in the palace of Conftanti-
nople, that the Saxons could difpute with fwords
better than with pens; and that they preferred
inevitable death to the difhonour of turning their
backs to an enemy *. It was the glory of the
nobles of France, that, in their humble dwc:llings,
war and rapine were the only pleafure, the fole
occupation, of their lives. They aff @&ed to deride
the palaces, the banquets the polithed manners, of
the Italians, who, in the eftimate of the Greeks
themfelves , had degenerated from the liberty
and wvalour of the aucient Lombards 2,
Vor. X, E

L]

heom

s

(=

oot




CHAPR

LITI.
Oblivien of
the Latin
language.

so THE DECLINE AND FALL

By the wellknown edid of Caracalla, his qu.-
jedts, from Britain to Egypt, were C."l..lt]'ri
the name and privileges of Romans, and Lhelr
national fovereign mig!,t fx his occafional or
permanent refidence in any province of their
common country. In the divifion of the Eaft
and Weft, an ideal unity was fcrupuloufly pre-
ferved, and in their titles, laws, and ftatutes,
the fucceffers of Arcadius and Honorius an«
nounced themfelves as the mi‘f‘parablg_ colleagues
of the fume office, as the joint fovereigns of the
Roman world and city, which were bounded
by the fame limits. After the fall of the Weltern
monarchy , the majefty of the purple refided
folely 1n the princes of Conftantinople; and of
thefe, Juftinian was the firlt, who after a divorce
of fixty years regained the dominion of ancient
Rome, and afferted, by the right of conqueft,
the auguft title of emperor of the Romans ™.
A motive of vanity or difcontent folicited one
of his fucceflors, Conftans the {fecond . to abandon
the Thracian Bofphoruc, and to reftcre the pnf
tine honours of the Tyber: an extravagant pros
ject (exclaims the malicious By zmtmc), as 1if he
had defpoiled a beautiful and blooming virgin,
to eorich, or rather to expofe, the deformity of
a wrinkled and decrepit matron ”’. But the
fword ot the Lombards oppofed his fettlement
in Italy: be entered Rome, not as a conqueror,
but as a fagitive , and after a vifit of twelve
days, he pillaged, and for ever deferted, the
ancient capital of the world *. The final revolt
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and ilparﬂtzon of Italy was accomplifhed about
two centuries after the conqueﬁ-. “of Juftinian,
and from his reign we may date the gradual ob-
livion of the Latin tongue. That legiflatur had
cornpofed his Inftitutes, his Code, and his Pan-
ded@s, in a language which he celebrates as the
proper and pub blic ftyle of the Roman govern-
ment, the confecrated idiom of the p'\licc and
fenate of Conftantinople, of the camps and tri-
bunals of the Eaft . But this forcign dialect
was unknown to the people and foldiers of the
Afiatic piovinces, it was impf‘nedlv underflood
by the greater part of the interpreters of the laws
and the minifters of the ftate: After a4 fhort
confli& ; nature and habit prevailed over the
obfolete inftitutions of human power : for the
general benefit of his fubjeds,; Juftinian pro-
mulgated his novels in the two languages; the
feveral parts of his voluminous jurifprudence
were fucceffively tranflated **: the original was
forgotten , the verfion was ftudied, and the
Greek , whofe intrinfic merit deﬁ.rvcd indeed
the preference, obtained a legal as well as po-
pular eftablilhment in the Byzantine monarchy.
The birth and refidence of fucceeding princes
eftranged them from the Roman idiom: Tibe-
fius by the Arabs *°, and Maurice by the Ita-
fians *°, are diftinguithed as the firft of the
Greek Cefars, as the founders of a new dynafty
and empire: the filent revolution was accom-
plifhed before the death of Heraclius; and the
suins of the Latin fpeech were darkly preferved
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cH A p in the terms of jurifprudence and the acclama-
LIIL tions of the palace. After the reftoration of the
Weftern empire by Charlemagne and the Othos,
the names of Franks and La“ms acquired ar
equal fignification and extent; and thefe haughty
Barbarians alferted, with fome juftice, their {u-
perior claim to the language and dominion of
Rome. They infulted the aliens of the Eaft who
had renounced the drefs and i1diom of Romans;
and their reafonable practice will juftify the fre-
The Greex quent appellation of Greeks **'. But this con-
:Tf}-erf[::,:llsd temptuous appellation was zndlgnaqtiy rejected
retain and af. Py the prince and people to whom it is applied.
ere the name W hatfoever changes had been introduced by the
G lapfle of ages, hc'y alleged a lineal and unbroken
fucueluon from Auguftus and Conftantine; and,
in the lowelt peucd of degeneracy and dua},
the name of Romaxs adhered to the laft frag-

ments of the empire of Conftantinople ***
Deriod of While the government of the Ealt was tranf-
ignorance.  a&ted in Latin, the Greek was the language of
literature and philofophy; nor could the mafters
of this rich and perfe® idiom be tempted to
envy the borrowed learning and imitative tafte
of their Roman difciples. After the fall of
Paganifm, the lofs of Syria and Eg}'-’pt, and the
extinction of the fchools of Alexandria and
Athens, the fludies of the Greeks infenfibly re-
tired to fome regular monafteries, and above all
to the royal college of Conftantinople , which
was burnt in the reign of Leo the Ifaurian ***.
In the pompous ftyle of the age, the prefident
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= of that foundation was named the Sun of Science: cm ar,
his twelve affociates, the profeflors in the dif iy
ferent arts and faculties, were the twelve figns
of the zodiac; a library of thirty-fix thoufand
five hundred volumes was open to their enqui-
L ries; and they could fhew an ancient manufcript
L g of Homer, on a roll of parchment one bundred
Vel and twenty feet in length, the inteftines, as it
' was fabled, of a prodigious ferpent '**. But the
feventh and eighth centuries were a period of
difcord and darknefs; the library was burnt, the
college was abolifhed, the Iconoclalts are repre-
fented as the foes of antiquity; and a favage
ignorance and contempt of letters has difgraced
the princes of the Heraclean and Ifaurian dynaf-

= 103
ties -
In the ninth century, we trace the firlt dawn- geyivai of
e ings of the reftoration of fcience *'. After the Greek leazi

ing.

fanatici{m of the Arabs had fubfided, the caliphs
afpired to conquer the arts, rather than the pro-
e vinces, of the empire: their liberal curiofity
rekindled the emulation of the Greeks, brufhed
away the duft from their ancient libraries, and
taught them to know and reward the philofo-
phers, whofe labours had been hitherto repaid by
the pleafure of ftudy and the purfuit of truth.
The Czfar Bardas, the uncle of Michael the
third, was the generous proteCtor of letters, a
title which alone has preferved his memory and ex-
cufed his ambition. A particle of the treafures
of his nephew was fometimes diverted from the
o indulgence of vice and folly; a Ichool was

E 3
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opened 1n the palace of Magnaura; and the
prefence of Bardas excited the emulation of the
malters and ftudents. At their head was the
philofopher Leo, archbithop of Theflalonica: his
profound (kill in afironomy and the mathematics
was admired by the ftrangers of the Eaft; and
this occult fcience was magnified by vulgar cre-
dulity, which modeltly fuprmfe" that all know-
ledge fuperior to its own mult be the effect of
ll]fpllnt]l’)ll or magic. At the prefling entreaty
of the Cwzfar, his friend, the celebrated Pho-
tius *7, renounced the freedom of a fecular and
ftudious life, afcended the patriarchal throne,
and was alternately excommunica{eci and abfolv-
ed by the {ynods of the Eaft and Welt. By the
cc-u[u.aon even of "=r1c;_=?-g hatred, no art or
fcience, except poetry, was foreign to this uni-
verfal fcholar, who was deep in thought, in-
defatigable in reading, and eloquent in di&ion.
Whillt he exercifed the office of protofpathaire,
or captain of the guards, Photius was fent am-
baffador to the caliph of Bagdad '**. The tedi
ous hours of exile, perhaps of confinement, were
beguiled by the hafty compofition of his Library,
a living monument of erudition and  criticifm.
Two hundred and fourfcore writers, hiftorians,
orators,, philofophers, theologians, are reviewed
without any regular method: he abridges their
narrative or dodrine, appreciates their ftyle and
character, and judges even the fathers of the
church with a difcreet freedom, which often
breaks through the fuperftition of the times. The




p

OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 55
emperor Bafil, who lamented the defe@s of his
own education , entrufted to the care of Photius
his fon and fucceffor Leo the philofopher; and
the reign of that prince and of his fon Conftan-
tine Porphyrogenitus forms one of the moft pro-
fperous wmras of the Byzantine literature. By
their munificence the treafures of antiquity were
depofited in the Imperial library ; by their pens,
or thofe of their affociates, they were imparted
in fuch extrads and abridgments as might amufe
the curiofity , without opprefling the indolence ,
of the public. Befides the Bufilics, or code of
laws, the arts of hufbandry and war, of feeding
or deftroying the human {pecies, were propa-
gated with equal diligence; and the hiftory of
Greece and Rome was digefted into fifty - three
heads or titles, of which two only ( of embaffies,
and of virtues and vices ) have efcaped the in-
jurics of time. In every ftation, the reader
might contemplate the image of the paft world,
apply the leffon or warning of each page, and
learn to admire, perhaps to imitate, the examples
of a brighter period. I fhall not expatiate on
the wor‘s of the Byzantine Grecks, who, by
the affiduous ftudy of the ancients, have de-
ferved in fome meafure the remembrance and gra-
titude of the moderns. The {cholars of the pre-
fent age may (il enjoy the benefit of the philo-
fophical common-place book of Stobeus, the
grammatical and hiftoric lexicon of Suidas, the
Chiliads of Tzetzes, which comprife fix hundred
narratives in twelve thoufand verfes, and the
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commentaries on Homer of Euflathius archbifhop
of Theflalonica, who, from his horn of plenty,
has poured the names and authorities of four
hundred writers, From thefe originals, and from
the nuwmerous tribe of fcholiafts and critics g
fome eftimate may be formed of the literary
wealth of the twelfth century : Conftantinople was
enlightened by the genius of Homer and Deme-
ftheves , of Ariftotle and Plato ; and in the enjoy-
ment or negl:¢t of our prefent riches, we muft
envy the generation that could fill perufe the
hiftory of Theopompus, the oritions of Hype-
rites, the comedies of Menander "2 and the
odes of Alcxus and Sappho. The frequent
labour of illuftration attefis not only the exift-
ence but the popularity of the Grecian claffics:
the general knowiedge of the age may be de-
duced from the cxample of two learned females,
the emprefs Eudocia, and the princefs Anna
Comnena, who culuvated,; in the purple, the
arts of rhetoric and philofophy ™. The vulgar
diale&t of the city was grofs and barbarous: a
more correct and elzbarate ftyle diftinguifhed the
difcourfe, or at lealt the compofitions, of the
church and palace, which fometimes affeded to
copy the purity of the Attic models.

In our modern education, the painful though
neceflary attainment of two languages, which are
no longer living, may confume the time and damp
the ardour of the youthful fludent. The poets
and orators were long imprifoned in the barbar-
ous dialeds of our Weftern anceftors , devoid of
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harmony or grace; znd their genius, without
precept or f.'\ui"lpl\, was abandoned to the rude
and native powers of their judgment and fancy
But the Greeks. of Conftantinople, after purging
away the impurities of their vulgar {peech, ac-
quired the free ufe of their ancient language, the
moft bappy compofition of human art, and a
familiar knowledge of the fublime mafters who
had pleafed or inftruéted the firft of nations. But

thefe advantages on‘y tend to aggravate the re-
proach and fhame of 2 r{egenelate people. They
held in their lifelefs hands the riches of their
fathers, *mthoat inheriting the fpirit \'vmu) had
created and improved that facred patr mony :
they read, they praifed, they compi siled, but

3
their lapguid fouls feemed alike inc apable of
thought and action. In the revolution of ten

centuries, not a fingle d:fcovery was made to

exalt the dignity or promote the happinefs of

mankind. Not a fingle idea has been added to
the fpeculative fyffems of antiquity, and a fuc-
ceflion of patient difciples became in their turn
the dogmatic teachers of the next fervile genera-
tion. Not a fingle compofition of hiftory, phi-
lofophy, or literature, has been faved from ob-
livion by the intrinfic beauties of ftyle or fenti-
ment, of original fancy, or even of fuccefsful
imitation. In profe, the lealt offenfive of the
Byzantine writers are ablolved from cenfure by
their naked and unprt.fummg fimplicity ; but the
orators, moft eloquent *'* in their own conceit,

arc the fartheft removed from the models whom
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they affect to emulate. In every page our tafte
and reafon are wounded by the choice of gigan.
tic and obfolete words, a itiff and intricate phra-
feology , the difcord of images, the childifh play
of falfe or unfeafonable ornament, and the pains
ful attempt to elevate themfelves, to aftonifh the
ler, and to involve a trivial meaning 1n the

of obfcurity and exaggeration. Their
profe 18 foaring to the wicious affedtation
of ;'oe:rv: hf'ir poetry is finking below the flat
nefs and infipidity of profe. The tragic, cpic
and lyric n*u‘f& , were filent and inglorious: the
bards of Conftantinople feldom rofe above a
viddle or epigram, a panegyric or tale; they

forgot even the rules of profody; and with

z.}‘.e melody of Homer yet founding in their
ears, they confound all meafure of feet and fyl-
ihiCH in the Impotent ftrains which have. re-
celved the name of polisical or city verfes **’. The
minds of the Greeks were bound in the fetters of
a bafe and imperious fuperftition, which extends
her dominion round the circle of profane fcience.
Their underltandings were bewildered in me-
taphyfical controverfy: in the belief of vifions
and miracles, they had loR all principles of
moral evidence, and their talte was vitiated by
the homilies of the monks, an abfurd medley of
declamation and feripture. Even thefe contempt-
ible [tudies were no longer dignitied by the
abule of fuperior talents: the leaders of the
Greek church were humbly .content to admire

and copy the oracles of antiquity, nor did the
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fchools or pulpit produce any rivals of the fame
of Athanafius and Chryfoftom ™™

In all the purfuits of adtive and fpeculative life,
the emulation of ftates and individuals is the molt
powerful fpring of the efforts and Improvements
of mankind. The cities of ancient Greece were
caft in the happy mixture of union and inde-
pendence, which is repeated on a larger fcale ,
but in a loofer form, by the nations of modern
Europe: the union of language, religion, and
manners , which renders them the fpectators and
judges of each others merit ***: the independence
of governmentand intereft, which afferts their {fepa-
rate freedom, and excites them to ftrive for pre-
eminence in the carcer of glory. The fitnation
of the Romans was lefs favourable; yet in the
early ages of the republic, which fixed the na-
tional character, a fimilar emulation was kindled
among the fates of Latium and Italy; and, 1n
the arts and fciences, they afpired to equal or
furpafs their Grecian mafters. The empire of the

xfars undoubtedly checked the activity and
progrefs of the human mind; 1ts magnitude might
indeed allow fome fcope for domelftic cempeti-
tion; but when it was eradually reduced, at firlk
to the Eaft and at lalt to Greece and Conftanti-
nople, the Byzantine fubjedts were degraded
to an abje® and languid temper, the natural
effet of their folitary and infulated ftate. From
the North they were opprefled by namelefs
tribes of Barbarians, to whom they fcarcely 1m-
parted the appellation of men. The language
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and religion of the more polithed Arabs were
an infurmountable bar to all focial intercourfe,
The conquerors of Europe were their brethren in
the Chriftian faith; but the fpeech of the Franks
or Latins was unknown, their manners were
rude, and they were rarely conneded, in peace
or war, with the fucceflors of Heraclius. Alone
in the univerfe, the felf-fatisfied pride of the
Greeks was not difturbed by the comparifon
of foreign merit; and it is no wonder if they
fainted in the race, fince they had neither com-
petitors to urge their fpeed , nor judges to
crown their viGory. The nations  of Europe
and Afia were mingled by the expeditions to
the Holy Land; and it is under the Comuenian
dynafty that a faint emulation of knowledge and
military virtue was rekindled in the Byzanting
empire,
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