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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. é:

CHAP. LIV.

@rigin and Dodrine cf the Paulicians. — Their Perfe-
cution by the Greek Emperors. — Rewvolt in Armenia,
€7c. — Tranfplantation into Thrace. — Propagation

in the Weft. — The Seeds, Charader, and Confe-

quences of the reformation.

IN the profeffion of Chriftianity, the variety of CHAPD
national charadters may be clearly diftinguifhed. LIV,
The natives of Syria and Egypt abandoned their supine fu-
lives to lazy and contemplative devotion : perfiition of
Rome again afpired to the dominion of the:;;:?;ieh
world; and the wit of the lively and loquacious

Greeks was confumed in the difputes of meta-
T\hyhc’l theology. The incomprehenfible myfte-

ries of the ’Inmtv and Incarnation, inftead of
commandmg their filent fubmiffion , were agitated

in vehement and fubtle conuoverﬁes, \vmch en-

larged their faith at the expence perhaps of their

charity and reafon. From the council of Nice to

the end of the feventh century, the peace and

unity of the church was invaded by thefe {piri-

tual wars; and fo deeply did they effect the de-

cline and fail of the empire, that the hiftorian

has too often been compelled to attend the
fynods, to explore the creeds, and to enumerate

the fects, of this' bufly period of cccieﬁﬁﬁical an-

nals. From the beginning of the eighth century
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to the laft ::fa,tk of the Byzantine empire the found
of ccu*r'?vcny was feldom heard: curiofity was
exhaufted, zeal was fatigued; and, in the de-
crees of fix councils, the articles of the Catholic
faith had been rrcvombiy defined. The fpirit
of difpute, however vain and pernicious, re-
quires fome encrgy and exercife of the mental
faculties ; and the proftrate Greeks were content
to falt, to pray, and to belicve, in blind obe-

aft,
dience to the p.wirnrch ml his clergy. Dauring
a long dream of fuperftition, the Vi ngm and the

Saints, their viftons and miracies, their relics and
mmages, were preached by the monks and wor-
thipped by the people; and the spi)ulu: m of
people might be extended without injuftice to
thie firlt ranks of civil fociety. At an unfealon-
able moment, the Ifaurian empzrors attempted
fomewhat rudely to awaken their fubjeéts: under
their 1nfluence, reafon might obtain fome pro-
felytes, a far greater number was f[wayed by
intereft or fear; but the Eaftern world embraced
or deplored their vifible deities, and the re-
ftoration of images was celebrated as the fealt of
orthodoxy. In this paffive and unanimous fate
the ecclefiaftical rulers were relieved from the
toil, or deprived of the pleafure, of perfecution
The Pagans had difappeared; the Jews were
filent and obfcure; the difputes with the Latins
were rare and remote hoftilities againft a national
enemy; and the fe@s of Egypt and Syria enjoy-
ed a free toleration, under the fhadow of the
Arabian caliphs. Al buut the middle of the feventh




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 63

century, a branch of Manicheans was feleted as cu a ¥
" the victims of fpiritual tyranny: their patience  L1Ve
s was at length exafperated to defpair and rebel-

lion; and their exile has fcattered over the

i Wekt the feeds of reformation. Thefe important

events will jultify fome enquiry into the doc-

trine and ftory of the Pauricians *; and, as

they cannot plead for themfelves, our candid
eriticifim will magnify the good, and abate or
fulpect the evil, that is reported by their ad-
verfaries.

The Gnoftics, who had diftracted the infancy , Origin of tie
were opprelfed by the greatacls and authority , of :,f“i‘['i’:",zw.‘.
the church. Inftead of emulating or furpafling se. Paut,
the wealth, learning, and numbers, of the Catho- ;'c“' 660,
lics, their obfcure remnant was driven from the
capitals of the balt and Weit, and confined to
the villages and mouantains along the borders of
the Euphrates. Some veltige of the Marcionites
may be deteGted in the fifth century *; ‘but the
numerous {ects were finally lolt in the odious
name of the Manichwzans ; and thefe heretics, who
prefumed to reconcile the docirines of Zoroalter
and Chrilt, were purfued by the two religions :
with equal and uorelenting hatred. Under the
grandfon of Heraclius, in the neighbourhood of
Samofata, more famous for the birth of Lucian
than for the title of a Syrian kingdom, a reformer
arofe, efteemed by the Pavlician: as the cholen
meffenger of truth. In his bumble dwelling of
Mananalis, Conltantine entertained a deacon, who
zeturned from Syrian captivity, and received the

i
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ineftimable gift of the New Teftament , which was
already concudlml from the vulgar by the pn.dm e
of the Greek, and perhaps of the Gnoltic, clergy ’
Thefe books became the meafure of his ftudies
and the rule of his faith ; and the Catholics, who
difpute his interpretation, acknowledge that his
text was geonuine and fincere. But he attached
himfelf with peculiar devotion to the writings and
charaer of St. Paul: the name of the Paulicians
is derived by their enemies from fome unknown
and domefiic teacher; butIam confident that they
gloried in their affinity to the apoftle of the Gen-
tiles. His dilciples, Titus, Timothy, Sylvanus,
Tychichus , were reprefented by Conftancine and
his fellow-labourers : the names of the apoftolic
churches were applied to the congregations which
they affembled in Armenia and Cappadocia; and
this inuncent allzgory revived the example and
memory of the firft ages. In the gofpel, aund the
epiftles of St. Paul, his faithful follower inv eltigat.
ed the creed of primitive Chriftianity : and, what-
ever might be the fuccefs, a proteftant reader
will applaud the fpirit, of the enquiry. But if the
fcriptures of the Paulicians were pure , they were
not pelil(?c Their founders rejected the two epif.
tles of St. Peter *, the apoftle of the circumcifion,
whofe difpute with their favourite for the obfer-
vance of the law could not eafily be forgiven .
They agreed with their Gnoftic brethren in the
univerfal contempt for the Old Teltament, the
books of Mofes and the prophets, which have

cen confecrated by the decrees of the Catholic
church.
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church. With equal boldnefs , and doubtlefs with
more reafon, Conftantine, the new Sylvanus,
difclaimed the vifions, which, in fo many bulky
and {plendid volumes, bhad been publified by the
Oriental fects *; the fabulous productions of the
Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of the Eaflt; the
fpurious gofpels, epiftles, and adts, whichin t!‘\t.
firft aé'ﬂ had overwhelmed the orthodox code
the theology of Manes, and the authors of the
kindred herefies; and the thirty generations, or
xons, which bhad been created by the fruitful
fancy of Valentine. The Paulicians fincerely con-
dewned the memory and opinions of the Manichzan
, and complained of the injultice which im-
prefled thatinvidious name on the imple vetaries
of St. Paul and of Chrift.

Of the ecclefiaftical chain, many lioks had been ¢
broken by the Paulician reformers; and their liberty
was enlarged, as they reduced the number of
malters, at- whofe voice profane reafon muft bow
to myftery and miracle. The early feparation of
the Gnoltics had preceded the eftablithment of
the Catholic worfhip; and againft the gradual
innovations of difcipline and dodtrine, they were
as ftrongly guarded by habit and averfion, as by
the filence of St. Paul and the evangelifts. The
objecs which had been transformed by the magic
of fuperftition, appeared to the eyes of the Pauli-
cians in their genuine and naked colours, An
image made without hands, was the common
\\rorl\man[}up of a mortal .1rtxi"t, to whofe [kill
alone the wood and canvals muft be indebted for

Vor: X, E
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their merit or value. The miraculous relics were
an heap of bones and afhes, deftitute of life or
virtue, or of any relation, perhaps, with the
perfon to whom they were afcribed. The true
and vivifying crofs was a piece of found or rotten
timber; the body and blood of Chrift, a loaf of
bread and a cup of wine, the gifts of nature and
the fymbols of grace. The mother of God was
degraded from her celeltial honours and immacu-
late virginity ; and the faints and angels were no
longer folicited to exercife the laborious office,
of mediation in heaven, and miniftry upon earth.
In the pradice, or atleaft in the theory of the
facraments , the Paulicians were inclined to abolifh
all vifible objecs of worlhip, and the words of
the gofpel were, in their judgment, the baptifm
and communion of the faithful. They indulged
a convenient latitude for the interpretation of
fcripture; and as often as they were preffed by
the literal fenfe, they could efcape to the intricate
mazes of figure and allegory. Their utmoft dili-
gence mult have been employed to diflolve the
connection between the old and the new teftament;

Aince they adored the latter as the oracles of God,

and abhorred the former, as the fabulous and
abfurd invention of men or dzmons. We cannot
be furprifed , that they fhould have found in the
gofpel, the orthodox myftery of the trinity: but
inltead of confefling the human nature and fub-

‘ftantial fufferings of Chrift, they amufed their

fancy with a celeftial body that paffed through

the virgin like water through a pipe; with a
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e phantaRic crucifixion, that cluded the wvain and ¢ m a ».

feor impotent malice of the Jews. A creed thus fimple  wniv.

m and fpiritval was not adapted to the genius of They hoid

m  the times’: and the rational Chriftian who might ¢ e »rin-
the times : an UL A i 1 migh Gk i
ot have been contented with the light yoke and Magians ana
af ealy burthen of Jefus and his apoftles, was jufily M Heh=ans.
and offended , that the Paulicians fhould dare to vio-

late the unity of God, the firlt arcticle of natural
and revealed religion. Their belief and their truft
was in the Father , of Chnft, of the human foul,
and of the invifible world. But they likewife held
the eternity of matter; a ftubborn and rebellious
fubftance , the origin of a fecond principle, of
an a&ive being, who has created this wvifible
world , and exercifes his temporal reign til the
final confummation of death and fin®. The
appearances of moral and phyfical evil had efta-
blithed the two principles in the ancient philofophy
and religion of the Eaft; from whence this doétrine
was transfufed to the wvarious fwarms of the
Gnoltics. A thoufand f(hades may be devifed in
the nature-and character of diriman, from a riva
god to a fubordinate demon , from paffion and
frailty to pure and perfect malevolence: but, in
{pite of our efforts, the goodnefs, and the power,
of Ormufd are placed at the oppofite extremities
of the line; and every ftep that approaches the
one mult recede in equal proportion from the
other ’.
The apoftolic labours of Conftantine-Sylvanus , 14, epa.

foon multiplied the number of his difciples, the blistment of

R N R o hoie o . the Paulici-
fecret recompence of piritual ambfl‘twn. R L e
t o
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remnant of the Gnoftic feds, and eflpecially the
Manichzans of Armenia, were united under his
ftandard; many Catholics were converted or
feduced by his arguments ; and he preached with
fuccefs in the regions of Pontus ** and Cappadocia,
which had long fince imbibed the religion of
Zoroafter. The Paulician teachers were diftin-
guifhed only by their fcriptural names’, by the
modeft title of fellow-pilgrims, by the aufterity
of their lives, their zeal or knowledge, and the
credit of fome extraordinary gifts of the holy
fpirit. But they were incapable of defiring, or
at leaft of obtaining, the wealth and honours of
the Catholic prelacy : fuch anti-chriftian pride they
bitterly cenfured; and even the rank of elders or
prefbyters was condemned as an inftitution of the
Jewilh fynagogue. The new fe® was loofely
{pread over the provinces of Afia Minor to the
weltward of the Euphrates; fix of their principal
congregations reprefented the churches to which
St. l’aul had addrefled his epiftles; and their foun-
der chofe his refidence in the neighbourhood of
Colonia®*, in the fame difiri& of Pontus which
had been celebrated by the altars of Bellona™ and
the miracles of Gregory *’.  After a miffion of
twenty-feven years, Sylvanus, who had retired
from the tolerating government of the Arabs,
fell a facrifice to Roman perfecution. The laws
of the pious emperors, which feldom touched the
lives of lefs odious heretics, profcribed without
mercy or difguife the tenets,, the books, and the
perfons of the Montanifts and NManicheans: the

o
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books were delivered to the flames; and all who
fhould prefume to fecrete fuch writings, or to
profefs fuch opinions, were devoted to an igno-
minious death®™. A Greek minifter , armed with
legal and military powers, appeared at Colonia to
firike the fhepherd , and to reclaim, if pofiible,
the Joft theep. By a refinement of cruelty , Simeon
placed the unfortunate Sylvanus before a line of
his difciples, who were commanded , as the price
of their pardon and the proof of their repentance,
to maffacre their fpiritual father. They turned
afide from the impious office; the f{tones dropt
from their filial hands , and of the whole number,
only one executioner could be found, a new
David, as he is fiyled by the Catholics, who

~boldly overthrew the giant of herefy. This

apoftate, Juftus was his name, again deceived and
betrayed his unfufpe@ing brethren, and a new
conformity to the'adts of St. Paul may be found
in the converfion of Simeon : like the apoltle, he
embraced the do&rine which he had been fent to
perfecute, renounced his honours and fortunes,
and acquired among the Paulicians the fame of a
miffionary and a martyr. They were not ambi-
tious of martyrdom **, but in a calamitous period
of one hundred and fifty years, their patience
fuftained whatever zeal could infli&: and power
was infufficient to eradicate the obftinate vegeta-
tion of fanaticiim and reafon. From the bleod
and afhes of the firft victims ,a fucceffion of teachers
and congregations repeatedly arofe: amidft their
foreign hoftilities, they found leifure for domeltic

¥z
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quarrels: they preached, they difputed, they
{uffered ; and the virtues, the apparent virtues,
of Sergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three years,
are rgluctantly confefled by the orthodox hiftori-
ans'’. 'The native cruelty of Jultinian the fecond
was itimulated by a pious caufe, and he vainly
hoped to extinguifh in a fingle conflagration the
name and memory of the Paulicians. By their
primitive {implicity, their abhorrence of popular
fuperftition, the Iconoclalt princes might have
been reconciled to fome erroneous doctrines; but
they themlelves were expofed to the calumnies
of the monks, and they chofe to be the tyrants,
left they fhould be accufed as the accomplices,
of the Manichzans. Such a reproach has fullied
the clemency of Nicephorus, who relaxed in their
favour the feverity of the penal Ratutes, nor will
his chara@er fultain the honour of a more liberal
motive. The feeble Michael the firlt, the rigid
Leo the Armenian, were foremoft in the race of
perfecution ; but the prize muft doubtlefs be ad-
judged to the fanguinary devotion of Theodora,
who reftored the images to the Oriental church.
Her inguifitors explored the cities and mountains
of the lefler Afla, and the flacterers of the emprels
bave affismed that, in a fhort reign, one hundred
thoufand Paulicians were extirpated by the fword,
the gibbet, or the flames. Her guilt or merit has
perhaps been firetched beyond the meafure of
truth : but if the account be allowed, it muft be
prefumed that many fimple Iconoclafts were pun-
thed under 2 more odious name;and that fome
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who were driven from the church, unwillingly cmar.
took refuge in the bofom of herely. LIV.

I he molt furious*and defperate of rebels are the Revole of the
fe@aries of a religion long perfecuted, and at P3cne:
length provoked. In an holy caufe they are no 545-880.
longer fufceptible of fear or remorfe: the juftice
of their arms hardens them againft the feelings of
humanity ; and they revenge their fathers wrongs
on the children of their tyrants. Such have been
the Huffites of Bohemia and the Calvinifts of
by France, and fuch, in the ninth century, were
s the Paulicians of Armenia and the adjacent pro-
vinces 7. They were firlt awakened to the
maffacre of a governor and bifhop, who exercifed
fill the Imperial mandate of converting or deltroying
the heretics; and the deepeft recefles of mount
i Argzus protedted their independence and revenge.

A more dangerous and confuming flame was
kindled by the perfecution of Theodora, and the
revolt of Carbeas, a valiant Paulician, who com-
manded the guards of the general of the Ealt.
His father had been impaled by the Catholic
inquifitors; and religion, orat leaft nature, might
juftify his defertion and revenge. Five thoufand
of his brethren were united by the fame motives;
they renounced the allegiance of anti - chriftian,
Rome; a Saracen emir introduced Carbeas to the
caliph ; and the commander of the faithful extended
his {ceptre to the implacable enemy of the Greeks.
In the mountains between Siwas and Trebizond 10 rorite
he founded or fortified the city of Tephrice ™, Tephrice,
which 1s ftill occupied by a fierce and licentious
F 4
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people, and the neighbouring hills were covered
with the Paulician fugitives, who now reconciled
the ufe of the Bible and the fword. During
more than thirty years, Afia was afflited by the
calamities of foreign and domeltic war: in their
hoftile roroads the difciples of St. Paul were joine

with thofe of Mlahomet ; and the peaceful Chriftians,
the aged parent and tender virgin, who were
delivered into barbarous fervitude, might juftly
accufe the intolerant {piit of their fovereign. Se
urgent was the mifchief, {o intolerable the fhame,
that even the diffolute Vlichael, the fon of Theo-
dora, was compelled to march in perfon againft
the Paulicians: he was defeated under the walls
of Samofata; and the Roman emperor fled before
the heretics whom his mother had condemned to
the flames. The Saracens fought under the fame
banners, butthe victory was afcribed to Carbeas;
and the ‘captive generals, with more than an
hundred tribunes, swere ecither releafed by his
avarice, or tortured by his fanaticifm. The valour
and ambition of Chryfocheir *, his fucceflor,
embraced a wider circle of rapine and revenge.
In alliance with his faithful Moflems, he boldly
penetrated into the heart of Afia; the troops of
the frontier and the palace were repeatedly over-
thrown; the edidts of perfecution were anfwered
by the pillage of Nice and Nicomedia, of Ancyra
and Ephefus ; nor could the apoftle St. John
protect from violation his city and fepulchre. The
cathedral of Ephefus was turned into a ftable for
mules and horfes; and the Paulicians vied with
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the Saracens in their contempt and abhorrence of ¢ H AP.
‘ images and relics. It is not unpleafing to obferve 11V,
o} the trinmph of rebellion over the fame defpotifm
which has difdained the prayers of an injured
! people. The emperor Bafil, the Macedonian,
was reduced to fue for peace, to offer a ranfom
for the captives, and to requeft, in the language
of moderation and charity, that Chryfocheir would
juf fpare his fellow -chriftians, and content himfelf
i with a royal donative of gold and filver and filk
garments. “If the emperor,” replied the infolent
fanatic, “be defirous of peace, let him abdicate
¢ the Eaft, and reign without moleftation in the
" « Weft. If he refufe, the fervants of the Lord
bel “ will precipitate him from the throne.” The
reluctant Bafil fufpended the treaty , accepted the
defiance, and led his army into the land of
. herefy, which he wafted with fire and fword.
4 The open country of the Paulicians was expofed
: b to the fame calamities which they had inflicted;
but when he had explored the ftrength of Tephrice,
the multitude of the Barbarians, and the ample
magazines of arms and provifions, he defifted with
a figh from the hopelefs fiege. On his return to
Conftantinople he laboured, by the foundation of
convents and churches, to fecure the aid of his
celeftial patrons, of Michael the archangel and
the prophet Elijah; and it was his daily prayer
2 that he might live to tranfpierce, with three
s arrows, the head of his impious adverfary. Beyond
: his expe@ations, the wifh was accomplifhed : after
a fuccefsfol inroad , Chryfocheir was furprifed

-
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and f{lain in his retreat; and the rebel’s head was
triumphantly prefented at the foot of the throne.
On the reception of this welcome trophy, Bafil
inftantly called for hisbow, difcharged three arrows
with unerring aim, and accepted the applaufe of
the court, who hailed the victory of the royal
archer. With Chryfocheir, the glory of the.
Paulicians faded and withered *°; on the {econd
expedition of the emperor, the impregnable
Tephrice was deferted by the heretics, who fued
for mercy or efcaped to the borders. The city
was ruined, but the fpirit of independence furvived
in the mountains: the Paulicians defended, above
a century, their religion and liberty, infelted the
Roman limits, and maintained their perpetual
alliance with the enemies of the empire and the
gofpel.

About the middle of the eighth century, Con-
ftantine, furnamed Copronymus by the worfhippers
of images, had made an expedition into Armenia,
and found, in the cities of Melitene and Theodo-
fiopolis, a great number of Paulicians, his kindred
heretics. As a favour or punifhment, he tranf
planted them from the banks of the Euphrates to
Conftantinople and Thrace; and by this emigration
their doctrine was introduced and diffufed in Eu-
rope *'. If the fetaries of the metropolis werefoon
mingled with the promifcuous mafs, thofe of the
country ftruck a deep root ina foreign foil. The Pau-
licians of Thrace refifted the florms of perfecution,
maintained a fecret correfpondence with their
Armenian brethren, and gave aid and comfort to
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I

their preachers, who folicited , not without fuccels,
the infant faith of the Bulgarians **. In the tenth
century, they were reftored and multiplied by a
more powerful colony, which John Zimifces *’
tranfported from the Chalybian hills to the vallies
of mount Hxmus. The Oriental clergy, who
would have preferred the deftruction, 1mpatiently
fighed for the abfence, of the Manich®ans: the
warlike emperor had felt and efteemed their valour;
their attachment to the Saracens was pregnant
with mifchief; but, on the fide of the Danube,
againft the Barbarians of Scythia, their fervice
might be ufeful, and their lofs would be defirable.
Their exile in a diftant land was foftened by a free
toleration: the Paulicians held the city of Philip-
popolis and the keys of Thrace; the Catholics
were their fubjects; the Jacobite emigrants their
aflociates: they occupied a line of wvillages and
caftles in Macedonia and Epirus; and many native
Bulgarians were aflociated to the communion of
arms and herefy. As long as they were awed by
power and treated with moderation, their volun-
tary bands were diftinguifhed in the armies of the
empire; and the courage of thefe dogs, ever
greedy of war, ever thirlty of human blood, is
noticed with aftonifhment, and almoft with re-
proach, by the pufillanimous Greeks. The fame
{pirit rendered them arrogant and contumacious:
they were eafily provoked by caprice or injury;
and their privileges were often violated by the
faithlefs bigotry of the government and clergy.
In the midit of the Norman war, two thoufand

CHAP,
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five hundred Manichzans deferted the ftandard

of Alexius Comnenus **, and retired to their native
homes. He diffembled till the moment of revenge;
invited the chiefs to a friendly conference; and
punifhed the innocent and guilty by imprifonment,
confifcation, and baptifm. Inan interval of peace,
the emperor undertook the pious office of recon-
ciling them to the church and ftate: his winter-
quarters were fixed -at Philippopolis; and thé
thirteenth apoftle, as he is ftyled by his pious
daughter, confumed whole days and nights in
theological controverfy. His arguments were
fortified , their obftinacy was melted, by the ho-
nours and rewards which he beftowed on the
moft eminent profelytes; and anew city, furrounded
with gardens, enriched with immunities, and
dignified with his own name, was founded by
Alexius, for the refidence of his vulgar converts.
The important [tation of Philippopolis was wrefted
from their hands; the contumacious leaders were
fecured in a dungeon, or banifhed from their
country; and their lives were fpared by the
prudence, rather than the mercy, of an emperor,
at whofe command a poor and folitary heretic
was burnt alive before the church of St. Sophia .
But the proud hope of eradicating the prejudices
of a nation was fpeedily overturned by the
mvincible zeal of the Paulicians, who ceafed to
diffemble or refufed to obey. = After the departure
and death of Alexius, they foon refumed. their
civil and religious laws. In the beginning of the
thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a mani-
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felt corruption) refided on the confines of Bulgaria, cuanp.
Croatia . and Dalmatia, and governed, by his  1iv.
vicars, the filial congregations of Italy and France ™.

From that zra, a minute fcrutiny might prolong

T and perpetuate the chain of tradition. At the

end of the laft age, the fector colony ftill inhabited

‘‘‘‘‘ the vallies of mount Hemus, where their ignorance

and poverty were more frequently tormented by

the Greek clergy than by the Turkifh government.

The modern Paulicians have loft all memory of

their origin; and their religion is difgraced by

the worlhip of the crofs, and the practice of bloody
facrifice, which fome captives have imported from

the wilds of Tartary *’.

In the Well, the firlt teachers of the VIanichzan Tgeir intro.
theology had been repulfed by the people or dudtion inte
fuppre?fed by the prince. The favour and fuccefs i‘talv o

' CANCE.
of the Paulicians in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries muft be imputed to the firong, though
fecret, difcontent which armed the moft pious
Chrniftians againft the church of Rome. Her
avarice was oppreflive, her defpotifm odious: lefs
degenerate perhaps than the Greeks in the worlhip
of faints and images, her innovations were more
e rapid and fcandalous: fhe had rigoroufly defined
L and impofed the docrine of tranfubftantiation:
the lives of the Latin clergy were more corrupt,
and the Eaftern bifhops might pafs for the fuccetlors
of the apoftles, if they were compared with the
lordly prelates, who wielded by turns the crofier,
the fceptre, and the fword. Three different roads
might introduce the Paulicians into the heart of
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Europe. After the converfion of Hungary, the
pilgrims who vifited Jerufalem might fafely follow
the courfe of the Danube: in their journey and
return they paffed through Philippopolis; and
the fectaries, difguifing their name and herefy,
might accompany the French or German caravans
to their refpective countries. The trade and
dominion of Venice pervaded the coaft of the
Adriatic, and the hofpitable republic opened her
bofom to foreigners of every climate and religion.
Under the Byzantine ftandard, the Paulicians
were often tranfported to the Greek provinces of
Italy and Sicily; in peace and war they freely
converfed with firangers and natives, and their
opiions were {ilently propagated in Rome, Milan,
and the kingdoms beyond the Alps **. It was foon
difcovered, that many thoufand Catholics of every
rank,and of either fex,had embraced the Manichzan
herefy ; and the flames which confumed twelve
canons of Orleans, was the firft act and fignal of
perfecution. The Buigarians *, aname fo innocent
in its origin, fo odious in its application, {pread
their branches over the face of Hurope. United
in common hatred of idolatry and Rome, they
were connected by a form of epifcopal and
prefbyterian government; their various fe@s were
difcriminated by fome fainter or darker fhades of
theology ; but they generally agreed in the two
principles, the contempt of the old teftament,
and the denial of the body of Chrift, either on
the crofs or in the Eucharit. A confeffion of
fimple worfhip and blamelefs manners is extorted
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from their enemies; and fo high was their ftandard ¢ i 4 p,
of perfection, that the encrealing cangregations gy,
were divided into two clafles of difciples, of

thofe who praﬂifed , and of thofe who afpired.

It was in the country of the Albigeois *°, in the Peinitis
fouthern provinces of France, that the Paulicians of the Atbi-
were molt deeply implanted; and the_ fame vicifli- i":mf}’_ uehe
tudes of martyrdom and revenge which had been se.
difplayed in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates,
were repeated in the thirteenth century on the
banks of the Rhone. The laws of the Eaftern
emperors were revived/ by Frederic the fecond.
The infurgents of Tephrice were reprefented by
the barons and cities of Languedoc: Pope Iano-
cent 111 {furpafled the fanguinary fame of Theodora.
It was in cruelty alone that her foldiers could
equal the heroes of the Crufades, and the cruelty
of her prielts was far excelled by the founders of
the inquifition ’*; an office more adapted to
confirm, than to refute, the belief of an evil
principle. The vifible allemblies of the Paulicians,
or Albigeois, were extirpated by fire and {word;
and the bleeding remnant efcaped by flight,
concealment, or catholic conformity. But the
invincible fpirit which they had kindled ftill lived
and breathed in the Weltern world. In the ftate,
in the church, and even in the cloifter, a latent
fucceflion was preferved of the difciples of St.
Pauvl; who protefted againft the tyranny of Rome,
embraced the bible as the rule of faith, and
purified their creed from all the vifions of the
Gnoftic theology. The firuggles of Wickliff in
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England, of Hufs in Bohemia, were premature
and ineffectual ; but the names of Zumg.iuq
Luther, and Calvin, are pronounced with grati-
tude as the deliverers of nations.

A philofopher, who calculates the degree of
their merit and the value of their reformation,
will prudently afk from what articles of faith,
above or ayainft our reafon, they have enfranchifed
the Chriftians; for fuch enfranchifement is doubtlefs
a benefit fo far as it may be compatible with
truth and p]cl.'v. After a fair difcuffion we fhall
rather be furprifed by the timidity, than fcanda-
lifed by the nu.do., , of our firft reformers’
With the Jews, they adopted the belief and
defence of all the Hebrew {criptures, with all
their prodigies, from the garden of Eden to the
vifions of the prophet Daniel; and they were
bound, like the Catholics, to juftify againft the
Jews the abolition of a divine law. In the great
myfteries of the Trinity and Incarnation the
reformers were feverely orthodox: they freely
adopted the theology of the four, or the fix firlk
councils; and with the Athanafian creed, they
pronounced the eternal damnation of all who did
not believe the Catholic faith. Tranfubftantiation,
the invifible change of the bre?-.d and wine into
the body and blood of Chrift, is a tenet that
may defy the power of argument and pleafantry;
but inftead of confulting the evidence of their
fenfes , of their fight, their feeling , and their
tafte, the firlt prorei%’m*s were entangled in their
own fcruples, and awed by the words of Jefus in
the
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the inftitution of the facrament. Luther maintained
a corporeal , and Calvin a real, prefence of Chrift
in the eucharift; and the opinion of Zuinglius,
that it is no more than a {piritual communion, a
fimple memorial , has flowly prevailed in the
reformed churches *’. But the lofs of one myltery
was amply compenfated by the ftupendous doctrines
of original fin, redemption, faith, grace, and
predeftination, which have beten {irained from
the epiftles of St. Paul. Thefe fubtle queftions
had moft affuredly been prepared by the fachers
and fchoolmen; but the final improvement and
popular ufe may be attributed to the firft reform-
ers, who enforced them as the abfolute and
effential terms of falvation. Hitherto the weight
of fupernatural belief inclines again{t the Proteft-
ants; and many a fober Chriftian would rather
admit that a wafer is God, than that God is a
cruel and capricious tyrant.

Yet the fervices of Luther and bis rivals are
folid and important; and the philofopher muft
own his obligations to thefe fearlefs enthufiafts **.
1. By their hands the lofty fabric of fuperftition,
from the abufe of indulgences to the interceflion
of the Virgin, has been levelled with the ground.
Myriads of both fexes of the monaftic profeffion
were reftored to the liberty and labours of focial
life. An hierarchy of faints and angels, of imper-
fect and fubordinate deities, were firipped of
their temporal power, and reduced to the enjoy-
ment of celeftial happinefs : their images and
relics were banifhed from the church; and the

Vor. X, G
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credulity of the people was no longer nourifhed
with the daily repetition of miracles and vifions.
The imitation of Paganifm was fupplied by a
pure and {fpiritual worfhip of prayer and thankf.
giving, the moft worthy of man, the leaft unwor-
thy of the Deity. It only remains to -oblerve,
whether fuch fublime fimplicity be confiftent with
popular devotion; whether the vulgar, in the
abfence of all vifible objects, will not be inflamed
by enthufiafm, or infenfibly fubfide in languor and
indiffereace. II. The chain of authority was bro-
ken, which reftrains the bigot from thinking as he
pleafes, and the flave from fpeaking as he thinks:
the popes, fathers, and councils, were no longer
the fupreme and infallible judges of the world;
and each Chriftian was taught to acknowledge
no law but the fcriptures, no interpreter but his
own confcience. This freedom however was the
confequence , rather than the defign, of the
reformation. The patriot reformers were ambi
tious of fucceeding the tyrants whom they had
dethroned. They impofed with equal rigour their
creeds and confeffions ; they afferted the right of
the magiftrate to punifh heretics with death. The
pmus or perfonal animofity of Calvin profcribed
in Servetus ** the guilt of his own rebellion *;
and the flames of Smithfield, in which he was
afterwards confumed, had been kindled for the
Anabaptifts by the zecal of Cranmer . The
nature of the tyger was the fame, but he was
gradually deprived of his teeth and fangs. A
fpiritual and temporal kingdom was poffeffed by
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the Roman pontiff: the Proteftant doctors were
fubje@s of an humble rank, without revenue or
jurifdiction: His decrees were confecrated by the
antiquity of the Catholic church: their arguments
and difputes were fubmitted to the people; and
their appeal to private judgment was accepted
beyond their wifhes, by curiofity and enthufiafm.
Since the days of Luther and Calvin, a fecret
teformation has been filently working in the
bofom of the reformed churches; many weeds
of prejudice were eradicated; and tlie difciples
of Erafmus ** diffufed a fpirit of freedom and
moderation. The liberty of confcience has been
claimed as a common benefit |, an -inalienable
right **: the free governments of Holland *° and
England *' introduced the pradice of toleration;
and the narrow allowance of the laws has been
enlarged by the prudence and humanity of the
times. In the exercife, the mind has vnderftood
the limits, of its powers, and the words and
fhadows that might amufe the child can no
longer fatisfy his manly reafon. The volumes of
controver{ly are overfpread with cobwebs: the
dodtrine of a Proteftant church is far removed
from the knowledge or belief of its private
members; and the forms of orthodoxy, the
articles of faith, are fubfcribed with a figh or a
finile by the modern clergy. Yet the friends of
Chriftianity are alarmed at the boundlefs impulfe
of enquiry and {fcepticifm. The predidtions of the
Catholics are accomplifhed : the web of myfery
is unravelled by the Arminians, Arians, and
G 2
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. Socinians, whofe numbers muft not be computed
from their feparate congregations. And the pillars

of revelation are fhaken by thofe men who
preferve the name without the fubftance of reli-

gion, who mdu]ge the licence without the temper
of philofophy **
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