
www.e-rara.ch

The History Of The Decline And Fall Of The Roman Empire

Gibbon, Edward

Basil, M D CC LXXXVII[-M DCC LXXXIX]

Universitätsbibliothek Basel

Shelf Mark: UBH AO II 16-28

Persistent Link: https://doi.org/10.3931/e-rara-87770

Chap. LV.

www.e-rara.ch
Die Plattform e-rara.ch macht die in Schweizer Bibliotheken vorhandenen Drucke online verfügbar. Das Spektrum reicht von
Büchern über Karten bis zu illustrierten Materialien – von den Anfängen des Buchdrucks bis ins 20. Jahrhundert.

e-rara.ch provides online access to rare books available in Swiss libraries. The holdings extend from books and maps to illustrated
material – from the beginnings of printing to the 20th century.

e-rara.ch met en ligne des reproductions numériques d’imprimés conservés dans les bibliothèques de Suisse. L’éventail va des livres
aux documents iconographiques en passant par les cartes – des débuts de l’imprimerie jusqu’au 20e siècle.

e-rara.ch mette a disposizione in rete le edizioni antiche conservate nelle biblioteche svizzere. La collezione comprende libri, carte
geografiche e materiale illustrato che risalgono agli inizi della tipografia fino ad arrivare al XX secolo.

Nutzungsbedingungen Dieses Digitalisat kann kostenfrei heruntergeladen werden. Die Lizenzierungsart und die
Nutzungsbedingungen sind individuell zu jedem Dokument in den Titelinformationen angegeben. Für weitere Informationen siehe
auch [Link]

Terms of Use This digital copy can be downloaded free of charge. The type of licensing and the terms of use are indicated in the
title information for each document individually. For further information please refer to the terms of use on [Link]

Conditions d'utilisation Ce document numérique peut être téléchargé gratuitement. Son statut juridique et ses conditions
d'utilisation sont précisés dans sa notice détaillée. Pour de plus amples informations, voir [Link]

Condizioni di utilizzo Questo documento può essere scaricato gratuitamente. Il tipo di licenza e le condizioni di utilizzo sono
indicate nella notizia bibliografica del singolo documento. Per ulteriori informazioni vedi anche [Link]

https://doi.org/10.3931/e-rara-87770
https://www.e-rara.ch
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=de
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=en
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=fr
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=it


L OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE , $5

iputed
pills
a
of ii
temp

CHAP . LV.

The Bulgarians.— Origin, Migrations , and Settlement
of the Hungarians. — Their Inroads m the Eaji
and Weft. — The Monarchy of Rujjia. —■ Geogra¬
phy and Trade. — Wars of the Rujftans againft
the Greek Empire. — Converfton of the Barbarians,

Under  the reign of Cemftantine the grandfon
of Heraclius, the ancient barrier of the Danube,
fo often violated and fo often reftored , was
irretrievably fwept away by a new deluge of
Barbarians. Their progrefs was favoured by the
caliphs, their unknown and accidental auxiliaries:
the Roman legions were occupied in Afia ; and
after the lofs of Syria, Egypt , and Africa , the
Csefars were twice reduced to the danger and
difgrace of defending their capital againft the
Saracens. If in the account of this interefting
people , I have deviated from the ftrict and
original line of my undertaking, the merit of the
fubjed will hide my tranfgreffion or folicit my
excufe. In the Eaft , in the Weft , in war , in
religion , in fcience , in their profperity, and in
their decay , the Arabians prefs themfelves on
our curiofxty: the firft overthrow of the church
and empire of the Greeks may be imputed to
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CHAP.

IV.

Emigration
of ths Bui
garians,
A. D. 680 ,
&c.

their arms ; and the difciples of Mahomet fUll
hold the civil and religious fceptre of the Oriental
world But the fame labour would be unworthily
bellowed on the fwarms of favages , who,
between the feventh and the twelfth century,
defcended from the plains of Scythia , in tranfient
inroad or perpetual emigration \ Their names
are uncouth their origins doubtful , their a&ions
obfcure , their fuperflition was blind , their valour
brutal , and the uniformity of their public and
private lives was neither foftened by innocence
nor refined by policy . The majefly of the Byzan¬
tine throne repelled and furvived their diforderly
attacks ; the greater part of thefe Barbarians has
difappeared without leaving any memorial of
their exiflence , and the defpicable remnant
Continues , and may long continue , to groan
under the dominion of a foreign tyrant From
the anti [ui ties of , I . Hu'aarians , II . Hungarians ,
and , III Ruffians,  I fhall content myfelf with
feleding fnch fads as yet deferve to be remem¬
bered . The conquefls of the , IV . Normans,
and the monarchy of the , V. Turks , will
naturally terminate in the memorable Crufades
to the Holy Land and the double fall of the
city and empire of Conftantine.

In his march to Italy , Theodoric 1 the Oflro-
gorh had trampled on the arms of the Bulgarians.
After this defeat the name and the nation are
loft during a century and an half ; and it may be
fufpecled that the fame or a fimilar appellation
was revived by flrange colonies from the Bory-
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE . 8?

fthenes , the Tanais , or the Volga . A king of the chap
ancient Bulgaria ! bequeathed to his five fons a lv*
lad leffon of moderation and concord . It was
received as youth has ever received the counfels
of age and experience : the five princes buried
their father ; divided his fubjects and cattle;
forgot his advice ; feparated from each other;
and wandered in quell of fortune , till we find
the mod adventurous in the heart of Italy , under
the protection of the exarch of Ravenna 4. But
the dream of emigration was directed or impelled
towards the capital . The modern Bulgaria , along
the fouthern banks of the Danube , was damped
with the name and image which it has retained
to the prefent hour : the new conquerors fuccef-
dvely acquired , by war or treaty , the Roman
provinces of Dardania , Theflaly , and the two
Epirus ’ s ; the ecclefiadical fupremacy was trans¬
lated from the native city of Judinian ; and,
in their profperous age , the obfcure town of
Lychnidus , or Achrida , was honoured with the
throne of a king and a patriarch 6. The unques¬
tionable evidence of language atteds the defcent
of the Bulgarians from the original dock of the
Sclavonian , or more properly Slavonian , race 7;
and the kindred bands of Servians , Bofnians,
Rafcians , Croatians , Walachians 3, &c. followed
either the dandard or the example of the leading
tribe . From the Euxine to the Adriatic , in the
date of captives , or fubjects , or allies, or enemies,
of the Greek empire , they overfpread the lapd;
and the national appellation of the slaves * has

G 4
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CHAP.
LV.

Croats or
Sclavonics
of Dalmatia
A. D. &oo,
&c.

been degraded by cbance or malice from the
fign ideation of glory to that of fervitude I0.
Among thefe colonies , the Chrobatians x, or

t Croats . who now attend the motions of an
Aufirian arry , are the defcendants of a mighty
people the conquerors and fovercigns of Dalma¬
tia. The maritime cities , and of thefe the infant
republic of Ragufa , implored the aid and infhuc-
tions of the Byzantine court : they were advifed
by the magnanimous Bafil to referve a fmall
acknowledgment of their fidelity to the Roman
empire , and to appeafe , by an annual tribute,
the wrath of thefe irrefiftibJe Barbarians . The
kingdom of Croatia was fhared by eleven Zoupans,
or feudatory lords ; and their united forces were
numbered at fixty thoufand horfe and one hundred
thoufand foot . A long fea-coaft , indented with
capacious harbours , covered with a firing of
iflands , and almoft in fight of the Italian fhores,
difpofed both the natives and ftrangers to the
practice of navigation . The boats or brigantines
of the Croats were confb tided after the fafhion
of the old Liburnians : one hundred and eighty
veffels may excite the idea of a refpeclable navy;
but our feamen will fmile at the allowance of
ten , or twenty , or forty , men for each of thefe
fhips of war . They were gradually converted to
the more honourable fervice of commerce ; yet
the Sclavonian pirates were flill frequent and
dangerous ; and it was not before the clofe of
the tenth century that the freedom and fove-
reignty of the Gulf were effedually vindicated
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by the Venetian republic The anceftors of chap,
thefe Dalmatian kings were equally removed tv.
from the ufe and abufe of navigation : they dtoelt
in the White Croatia , in the inland regions of
Silefia and Little Poland , thirty days journey,
according to the Greek computation , from the
fea of darknefs.

The glory of the Bulgarians ' 5 was confined to Firft king-
a narrow fcope both of time and place. In the '' ’11 ofthe

. . . 1 , . , , , Bulgarians,
jijnth and tenth centuries , they reigned to the o.
fouth of the Danube ; but the more powerful ss°—ve¬
nations that had followed their emigration , repel¬
led all return to the north and all progrefs to the
Weft . Yet , in the obfeure catalogue of their
exploits , they might boaft an honour which had
hitherto been appropriated to the Goths ; that of
flaying in battle one of the fucceffors of Auguftus
and Conftantine . The emperor Nicephorus had
loft his fame in the Arabian , he loft his life in the
ScLivonian , war . In his firft operations he ad¬
vanced with boldnefs and fuccefs into the centre
of Bulgaria , and burnt the royal court,  which was
probably no more than an edifice and village of
timber . But , while he fearched the fpoil and
refufed all offers of treaty , his enemies collected
their fpirits and their forces : the paffes of retreat
were infuperably barred ; and the trembling Nice¬
phorus was heard to exclaim : “ Alas , alas!
“ unlefs we could affume the wings of birds , we
<c cannot hope to efcape.” Two days he waited
his fate in the inaeftivity of defpair ; but , on the
morning ofthe third , the Bulgarians furprifed the
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camp , and the Roman prince , with the great
officers of the empire , were flaughtered in their
tents . The body of Valens had been faved from
infult ; but the head of Nicephorus was expofed
on a fpear , and his fkdll , enchafed with gold ,
was often replenished in the feafts of vidtory . The
Greeks bewailed the diffionour of the throne ; but
they acknowledged the juft punifhment of avarice
and cruelty . This favage cup was deeply tinctured
with the manners of the Scythian wildernefs ; but
they _were foftened before the end of the fame
century by a peaceful intercourfe with the Greeks,
the polfeffion of a cultivated region , and the
introduction of the Chriftian worfhip . "I he nobles
of Bulgaria were educated in the fchools and
palace of Conftantinople ; and Simeon a youth
of the royal line , was inftrudted in the rhetoric
of Demofthenes and the logic of Ariftotle . He
relinquished the profeffion of a monk for that of
a king and warrior ; and in his reign , of more
than forty years , Bulgaria aflumed a rank among
the civilized powers of the earth . The Greeks,
whom he repeatedly attacked , derived a faint
confolation from indulging themfelves in the
reproaches of perfidy and facrilege. They purchafed
the aid of the Pagan Turks ; but Simeon , in a
fecond battle , redeemed the lofs of the firft , at a
time when it was efteemed a vidtory to elude the
arms of that formidable nation . The Servians
were overthrown , made captive , and difperfed;
and thofe who vifited the country before their
reftoradon could difcover no more than fifty
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vagrants , without women or children , who ex- cha r.
torted a precarious fubfiftence from the chace. On tv.
claffic ground , on the banks of the Achelous , the
Greeks were defeated ; their horn was broken
by the ftrength of the Barbaric Hercules ” . He
formed the fiege of Conftantinople ; and , in a
perfonal conference with the emperor , Simeon
impofed the conditions of peace . They met with
the moft jealous precautions : the royal galley was
drawn clofe to an artificial and well -fortified plat¬
form ; and the majefty of the purple was emulated
by the pomp of the Bulgarian . “ Are you a
“ Chriftian ,” faid the humble Romanus , “ it is
t£  your duty to abftain from the blood of your
<c fellow -Chriftians . Has the thirft of riches feduced
£c you from the bleffings of peace ; flieath your
cc fword , open your hand , and I will fatiate the
ec utmoft meafure of your defires.” The recon¬
ciliation was fealed by a domeftic alliance ; the
freedom of trade was granted or reftored ; the firft
honours of the court were fecured to the friends
of Bulgaria , above the ambaffadors of enemies or
ftrangers ” ; and her princes were dignified with a. d. sso*
the high and invidious title of Bajileus, or emper-
or . But this friendfhip was foon difburbed : after
the death of Simeon the nations were again in
arms ; his feeble fucceffors were divided and
extinguilhed ; and , in the beginning of the ele¬
venth century , the fecond Bafil , who was born in
the purple , deferved the appellation of conqueror
Of the Bulgarians . His avarice was in fome meafure
gratified by a treafure of four hundred thoufand
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pounds fterling (ten thoufand pound weight of
gold ), which he found in the palace of Lychni-
duj . His cruelty inflicted a cool and exquifite
vengeance on fifteen thoufand captives who had
been guilty of the defence of their country . They
were deprived of fight , but to one of each hun¬
dred a fingle eye was left , that he might conduct
bis blind century to the prefence of their king.
Their king is faid to have expired of grief and
horror ; the nation was awed by this terrible ex¬
ample ; the Bulgarians were fwept away from their
fettlements , and circumfcribed within a narrow
province ; the furviving chiefs bequeathed to their
children the advice of patience and the duty of
revenge.

II . When the black fwarm of Hungarians firft
hung over Europe , about nine hundred years
after the Chriflian sera, they were miftaken by
fear and fuperftition for the Gog and Magog of
the fcriptures , the figns and forerunners of the
end of the world 17. Since the introduction of
letters , they have explored their own antiquities
with a ftrong and laudable impulfe of patriotic
curiofity 1*. Their rational criticifm can no longer
be amufed with a vain pedigree of Attila and the
Huns ; but they complain that their primitive
records have perifhed in the Tartar war ; that the
truth or fiction of their ruftic fongs is long fince
forgotten ; and that the fragments of a rude chro¬
nicle ” muft be painfully reconciled with the
contemporary though foreign intelligence of the
Imperial geographer 20. Magiar tis Lthe national
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and oriental denomination of the Hungarians ; but,
among the tribes of Scythia , they are diftinguifhed
by the Greeks under the proper and peculiar
name of Turks , as the defeendants of that mighty
people who had conquered and reigned from
China to the Volga . The Pannonian colony
preferved a correfpondence of trade and amity
with the eaftern Turks on the confines ofPerfia;
and after a reparation of three hundred and fifty
years , the miffionaries of the king of Hungary
difeovered and vifited their ancient country near
the banks of the Volga . They were hofpitably
entertained by a people of Pagans and Savages
who Hill bore the name of Hungarians ; converfed
in their native tongue , recolledted a tradition of
their long -loft brethren , and liftened with amaze¬
ment to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom
and religion . The zeal of converfion was animated
by the intereft of confanguinity ; and one of the
greateft of their princes had formed the generous,
though fruitlefs defign , of replenifhing the folitude
of Pannonia by this domeftic colony from the
heart of Tartary V From this primitive country,
they were driven to the weft by the tide of war
and emigration , by the weight of the more diflant
tribes , who at the fame time were fugitives and
conquerors . Reafon or fortune directed their
courfe towards the frontiers of the Roman empire;
they halted in the ufual ftations along the banks
of the great rivers ; and in the territories of Mof-
cow , Kiow , and Moldavia , fome veftiges have
been difeovered of their temporary refidence . In

h a r ..
LY.
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CHAPi this long and various peregrination , they could
£,v, not always efcape the dominion of the ftronger;

and the purity of their blood was improved or
fullied by the mixture of a foreign race : from a
motive of compulfion or choice , feveral tribes of
the Chazars were affociated to the ftandard of their
ancient vaffals ; introduced the ufe of a fecond
language ; and obtained by their fuperior renown
the mod honourable place in the front of battle.
The military force of the Turks and their allies
marched in feven equal and artificial divifions ;
each divifion was formed of thirty thoufand eight
hundred and fifty-feven warriors , and the propor¬
tion of women , children , and fervants , fuppofes
and requires at lead a million of emigrants . Their
public counfels were directed by feven vayvods
or hereditary chiefs , but the experience of difcord
and weaknefs recommended the more fimple and
vigorous adminiftration of a fingle perfon . The
fceptre which had been declined by the model!
Lebedias , was granted to the birth or merit of
Almus and his fon Arpad , and the authority of
the fupreme khan of the Chazars confirmed the
engagement of the prince and people ; of the people
to obey his commands , of the prince to confult
their happinefs and glory . ,

Their Femic With this narrative we might be reafonably
origin. content , if the penetration of modern learning

had not opened a new and larger profped of the
antiquities of nations . The Hungarian language
Hands alone , and as it were infulated , among the
Sclavonian dialecds: but it bears a clofe and clear
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affinity to the idioms of the Fennic race ” , of an CHA p,
obfolete and lavage race , which formerly occupied iv.
the northern regions of Afia and Europe . The
genuine appellation of Uqri  or Iqours  is found on
the weftern confines of China’ 5; their migration
to the banks of the Irtiffi is attefted by Tartar
evidence ” ; a fimilar name and language are
detected in the fouthern parts of Siberia and the
remains of the Fennic tribes are widely , though
thinly , fcattered from the fources of the Oby to
the fhores of Lapland The confanguinity of
the Hungarians and Laplanders would difplay the
powerful energy of climate on the children of a
common parent ; the lively contrail between the
bold adventurers , who are intoxicated with the
wines of the Danube , and the wretched fugitives
who are immerfed beneath the fnows of the polar
circle. Arms and freedom have ever been the
ruling , though too often the unfuccefsful , paffion
of the Hungarians , who are endowed by natufe
"With a vigorous conftitution of foul and body ’7.
Extreme cold has diminilhed the ftature and con¬
gealed the faculties of the Laplanders , and the
Ardtic tribes , alone among the fons of men , are
ignorant of war , and unconfcious of human blood:
an happy ignorance , if reafon and virtue were the
guardians of their peace ” !

It is the obfervation of the Imperial author of Taafcs an<?
theTadtics ” , that all the Scythian hords refembled ma "" crs 0?
each other in their paftoral and military lire , that rians aiui
they all pradiifed the fame means of fubfiftence,
and employed the fame inftruments of deflrudlion.
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But he adds , that the two nations of Bulgarians
and Hungarians were fuperior to their brethren,
and fimilar to each other , in the improvements,
however rude , of their difcipline and government >
their vifible likenefs determines Leo to confound
his friends and enemies in one common defcrip-
tion ; and the picture may be heightened by
fome ftrokes from their contemporaries of the
tenth century . Except the merit and fame of
military prowefs , all that is valued by mankind
appeared vile and contemptible to thefe Barbarians,
whofe native fiercenefs was {Emulated by the
confcioufnefs of numbers and freedom . The tents
of the Hungarians were of leather , their garments
of fur ; they fhaved their hair and fcarified their
faces : in fpeech they were flow , in adlion prompt,
in treaty perfidious ; and they {hared the common
reproach of Barbarians , too ignorant to conceive
the importance of truth,  too proud to deny or
palliate the breach of their moft folemn engage¬
ments . Their fimplicity has been praifed ; yet
they abftained only from the luxury they had
never known ; whatever they faw , they coveted ;
their defires were infatiate , and their foie induftry
was the hand of violence and rapine . By the
definition of a paftoral nation , I have recalled a
long defcription of the ceconomy , the warfare,
and the government that prevail in that ftage of
fociety ; I may add , that to fifhing as well as to
the chace , the Hungarians were indebted for a
part of their fubfiflence , and fince they fcldom
cultivated the ground , they null , at lead in their

Hew
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new fettlements , have fometimes pradtifed a flight c 11a
and unfldlful hufbandry . In their emigrations , IV.
perhaps in their expeditions , the hod was accom¬
panied by thoufands of Iheep and oxen , who en-
creafed the cloud of formidable duft , and afforded
a conftant and wholefome fupply ,of milk and
animal food . A plentiful command of forage was
the firfl: care of the general , and if the flocks and
herds were fecure of their paftures , the hardy
warrior was alike infenfible of danger and fatigue.
The confufion of men and cattle that overfpread
the country expofed their camp to a nodturnal
furprife . had not a ftill wider circuit been occu¬
pied by their light cavalry , perpetually in motion
to discover and delay the approach of the enemy.
After fome experience of the Roman tadlics , they
adopted the ufe of the fword and fpear , the
helmet of the foldier , and the iron breaft -piate of
his {feed : but their native and deadly weapon
vras the Tartar bow : from the earlieft infancy,
their children and fervants were exercifed in the
double fcience of archery and horfemanfhip ; their
arm was ftrong ; their aim was fure ; and in the
moll rapid career , they were taught to throw
themfelves backwards , and to Ihoot a volley of
arrows into the air. In open combat , in fecret
ambulh , in flight , or purfuit , they were equally
formidable : an appearance of order was maintain¬
ed in the foremoil ranks , but their charge was
driven forwards by the impatient preffure of fuc-
ceeding crowds . They purfued , headlong and
ralh , with loofened reins and horrific outcries,

vol.  x ; h
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chap.  but if they fled , with real or diflcmbled fear , the
iv . ardour of a purfuing foe was checked and chaftifed

by the fame habits of irregular fpeed and fudden
evolution . In the abufe of victory , they aftonifl-
ed Europe , yet fmarting from the wounds of
the Saracen and the Dane : mercy they rarely
afked , and more rarely bellowed ; both fexes
were accufed as equally inacceffible to pity , and
their appetite for raw fiefh might countenance
the popular tale ; that they drank the blood and
feafted on the hearts of the flain. Yet the Hun¬
garians were not devoid of thofe principles of
•jufUce and humanity , which nature has implanted
in every bofom . The licence of public and pri¬
vate injuries was reftrained by laws and punifli-
ments ; and in the fecurity of an open camp , theft
is the moll; tempting and moll dangerous offence.
Among the Barbarians , there were many , whofe
fpontaneous virtue fupplied their laws and cor¬
roded their manners , who performed the duties,
and fympathifed with the affections , of focial
life.

EftabKsii- After a 3onS pilgrimage of flight or victory,
mem and in - the Turkllh hords approached the common limits

HungarhLsT t3ie  F renc31 anc3  Byzantine empires . Their firft
a. i). 889. conquefts and final fettlements extended on either

fide of the Danube above Vienna , below Belgrade,
and beyond the meafure of the Roman province
of Pannonia , or the modern kingdom of Hun¬
gary 3°. That ample and fertile 1and was loofely
occupied by the Moravians , a Sclavonian name
and tribe , \yhich vrere driven by the invaders
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Into the compafs of a narrow province . Charle - c
magne had ftretched a vague and nominal empire
as far as the edge of Tratify ]vania ; but , afeer
the failure of his legitimate line , the dukes of
Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute to
the monarchs of Oriental France . The baftard
Arnulph was provoked to invite the arms of the
Turks ; they rulhed through the real or figurative
wall , which his indiferetion had thrown open ;
and the king of Germany has been juft ]y re¬
proached as a traitor to the civil and ecclefiaftical
fociety of the Chriftians . During the life of
Arnulph , the Hungarians were checked by grati- a.
tude or, fear ; but in the infancy of his fon Lewis
they difeovered and invaded Bavaria ; and fuch
was their Scythian fpeed , that in a fingle day a
circuit of fifty miles was ftript and confumed . In
the battle of Augfburgh the Chriftians maintained
their advantage till the feventh hour of the day:
they were deceived and vanquiflied by the flying
ftratagems of the Turkifh cavalry . The confla¬
gration fpread over the provinces of Bavaria,
Swabia , and Franconia ; and the Hungarians 3C
promoted the reign of anarchy , by forcing the
ftouteft barons to difeipline their vaffals and
fortify their cjftles . The origin of walled towns
is aferibed to th ^ . calamitous period ; nor could
any diftance be fecure againft an enemy , who ,
almoft at the fame inftant , laid in allies the
Helvetian monaftery of St. Gall , and the city of
Bremen , on the fhores of the northern ocean.
Above thirty years the Germanic empire or

H 2
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LV.

A. D . 900.

ft . D . 914.

kingdom was fubjedt to the ignominy of tribute;
and reiiftance was difarmed by the menace , the
ferrous and ^effectual menace , of dragging the
women and children into captivity , and of
flaughtering the males above the age of ten years.
I have neither power nor inclination to follow
the Hungarians beyond the Rhine ; but I mull
obferve with furprife , that the fouthern provinces
of France were blafled by the tempeft , and that
Spain , behind her Pyrenees , was aftonifhed at
the approach of thefe formidable ftrangers A
The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early
inroads ; but , from their camp on the Brenta,
they beheld with fome terror the apparent
ftrength and populoufnefs of the new - dif-
covered country . They requeffed leave to
retire ; their requeft was proudly rejected by
the Italian king ; and the lives of twenty thou-
fand Chriftians paid the forfeit of his obftinacy
and raflinefs. Among the cities of the weft , the
royal Pavia was confpicuous in fame and fplen-
dour ; and the pre -eminence of Rome itfelf was
only derived from the relics of the apoftles . The
Hungarians appeared ; Pavia was in flames ; forty-
three churches were confumed ; and,  after the
maffacre of the people , they fpared about two
hundred wretches , who had gathered fome
bulhels of gold and filver ( a vague exaggera¬
tion ) from the fmoking ruins of their country.
In thefe annual excurfions from the Alps to the
neighbourhood of Rome and Capua , the churches,
that yet efcaped, refouuded with a fearful litany:
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“ O fave and deliver us from the arrows of the
“ Hungarian # i ” But the faints were deaf or
inexorable ; and the torrent rolled forwards , till
it was flopped by the extreme land of Calabria iS.
A compofition was offered and accepted for the
head of each Italian fubjedt ; and ten bulhels of
fllver were poured forth m the Turkifh camp . But
falfehood is the natural antagonift of violence;
and the robbers were defrauded both in the
numbers of the affeffment and the ftandard of
the metal . On the fide of the Eaft the Hungarians
were oppofed in doubtful conflict by the equal
arms of the Bulgarians , whofe faith forbade an
alliance with the Pagans , and whofe fituation
formed the barrier of the Byzantine empire . The
barrier was overturned ; the emperor of Conftan-
tinople beheld the waving banners of the Turks;
and one of their boldeft warriors prefumed to
ftrike a battle -axe into the golden gate . The arts
and treafures of the Greeks diverted the alfault;
but the Hungarians might boaft in their retreat,
that they had impofed a tribute on the fpirit of
Bulgaria and the majefty of the Csefars The
remote and rapid operations of the fame cam¬
paign , appear to magnify the power and numbers
of the Turk ' ; but their courage is mod defer-
ving of praife -, iince a light troop of three or
four hundred horfe would often attempt and
execute the molt; daring inroads to the gates
of Thefl 'alonica and Conftantinople . At this
difaftrous aera of the ninth and tenth centuries,
Europe \yas afflicted by a triple fcourge from
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the Nordi , the Eaft , and the South : the Norman,
the Hungarian , and the Saracen , fame times trod
the fame ground of defolation ; and thefe favage
foes might have been compared by Homer to
the two lions growling over the carcafe of a
mangled ftag ’5.

The deliverance of Germany and Chriftendom
was atchieved by the Saxon princes , Henry
the Fowler and Otho the Great , who , in two
memorable battles , for ever broke the power of
the Hungarians 3‘.  The valiant Henry was
roufed from a bed of ficknefs by the invalien of
Lis country : but his mind was vigorous and his
prudence fuccefslul . Ci My companions, ” faid he
on the morning of the combat , “ maintain your
tc  ranks , receive on your bucklers the fir ft arrows
411 of the Pagans , and prevent their fecond dif-
“ charge by the equal and rapid career of your
cc lances . ” They obeyed and conquered : and
the hiftorical picture of the caftle of Merfeburgh,
expreffed the features , or at leaft the character,
of Henry , who , in an age of ignorance , entrufted
to the finer arts the perpetuity of his name !7.
At the end of twenty years , the children of the
Turks who had fallen by his fword invaded the
empire of his fon ; and their force is defined , in
the loweft eftimate , at one hundred thoufand
horfe . They were invited by domeftic fa&ion;
the gates of Germany were treacberoufiy unlocked,
and they fpread far beyond the Rhine and the
IVleufe, into the heart of Flanders . Rut the vigour
and prudence of Otho difpelied . the confpiracv;
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the princes were made fenfible , that unlefs they
were true to each other , their religion and country
were irrecoverably loft ; and the national powers
were reviewed in the plains of Auglburgh . They
marched and fought in eight legions , according
to the divifton of provinces and tribes ; the firft,
feccnd , and third , were compofed of Bavarians;
the fourth of Franconians ; the fifth of Saxons,
under the immediate command of the monarch ;
the fixth and feventh confifted of Swabians ; and

the eighth legion , of a thoufand Bohemians*
clofed the rear of the hoft . The refources of

difeipiine and valour were fortified by the arts
of fuperftition , which , on this occafion , may
deferve the epithets of generous and falutary.
The foldiers were purified with a faft ; the camp
was blefTed with the relics of faints and martyrs;
and the Chriftian hero girded on his fide the
fword of Conftantine , grafped the invincible
fpear of Charlemagne , and waved the banner
of St. Maurice , the prefect of the Thebtean
legion . But his fijrneft confidence was placed in
the holy lance 3!, whofe point was falhioned of
the nails of the crofs , and which his father had

extorted from the king of Burgundy , by the
threats of war and the gift of a province . The
Hungarians were expected in the front ; they
fecretly palled the Lech , a river of Bavaria that
falls into the Danube ; turned the rear of the

Chriftian army ; plundered the baggage , and
difordered thq legions of Bohemia and Swabia.
The battle was reftored by ] the Franconians j
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c hap. %vhofe  duke , the valiant Conrad , was pierced
tv.  with an arrow as he relied from his fatigues : the

Saxons fought under the eyes of their king ; and
his victory furpaffed , in merit and importance >
the triumphs of the laft two hundred years . The
lofs of the Hungarians was ftill greater in the
flight than in the action ; they were encompaffed
by the rivers of Bavaria ; and their pall cruelties
excluded them from the hope of mercy . Three
captive princes were hanged at Ratifbon , the
multitude of prifoners was flain or mutilated ,
and the fugitives , who prefumed to appear in
the face of their country , were condemned to
everlafting poverty and difgrace 39. Yet the
fpirit of the nation was humbled , and the moll
acceftible paffes of Hungary were fortified with
a ditch and rampart . Adverfity fuggefted the
counfels of moderation and peace : the robbers
of the Weft acquiefced in a fedentary life ; and

D' 5“" the next generation was taught by a difcerning
prince , that far more might be gained by
multiplying and exchanging the produce of a
fruitful foil. The native race , the Turkifh or
Fennic blood , was mingled with new colonies
of Scythian or Sclavonian origin 40; many
thoufands of robuft and induftrious captives had
been imported from all the countries of Europe 41;
and after the marriage of Geifa with a Bavarian,
princefs , he bellowed honours and eftates on
the nobles of Germany 4J. The fon of Geifa
was inverted with the regal title , and the houfe
of Arpad reigned three hundred years in the
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kingdom of Hungary . But the freeborn Barbarians chap.
were not dazzled by the lultre of the diadem , lv.
and the people afferted their indefeafible right of
chufing , depofing , and punifhing the hereditary
fervant of the Bate.

Ill . The name of Russians 43 was firft di- orison of the
vulged , in the ninth century , by an embaffy mo'
from Theophilus , emperor of the Eaft , to the
emperor of the Weft , Lewis , the fon of Charle¬
magne . The Greeks were accompanied by the
envoys of the great duke , or chagan , or czar,
of the Ruffians . In their journey to Conftanti - A. D. 839.
nople , they had traverfed many hoflile nations;
and they hoped to efcape the dangers of their
return by requefting the French monarch to
tranfport them by fea to their native country . A
clofer examination deteded their origin : they
were the brethren of the Swedes and Normans,
whofe name was already odious and formidable
in France ; and it might juflly be apprehended
that thefe Ruffian ftrangers were not the mef-
fengers of peace , but the emiffanes of war.
They were detained , while the Greeks were
difmiffied; and Lewis expeded a more fatisfadory
account , that he might obey the laws of hofpi-
tality or prudence , according to the intereft of
both empires 44. This Scandinavian origin of
the people , or at leaft the princes , of Ruffia,
may be confirmed and illuftrated by the national
annals 45  and the general hiftory of the North.
The Normans , who had fo long been concealed
by a veil of impenetrable darknefs , fuddenly
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c ir a i\ burft forth in th© fpirit of naval and military
lv . enterprife . The vaffc , and , as it is faid , the

populous , regions of Denmark , Sweden , and
Norway , were crowded with independent chief¬
tains and defperate adventurers , who fighed in
the lazinefs of peace , and fmiled in the agonies
of death . Firacy was the exercife , the trade,
the glory , and the virtue , of the Scandinavian
youth . Impatient of a bleak climate and narrow
limits , they ftarted from the banquet , grafped
their arms , founded their horn , afcended their
veffels , and explored every coaft that promifed
either fpoil or fettlcment . The Baltic was the
fir ft fcene of their naval atchievements ; they
vi .'ited the eaftern fhores , the filent refidence of
Fennic and Sclavonian tribes , and the primitive
Ruffians of the lake Ladoga paid a tribute , the
flans of white fquirrels , to thefe ftrangers , whom
they fainted with the title of Varangians4‘ or

I Corfairs . Their fuperionty in arms , difcipline,
and renown , commanded the fear and reverence
of the natives . In their wars againft the more
inland lavages , the Varangians condefcended to
ferve as friends and auxiliaries , and gradually,
by choice or conqueft , obtained the dominion
of a people whom they were qualified to protect
T heir tyranny was expelled , their valour was

H.  d.  gas - 3S ain recalled , till at length , Ruric , a Scandi¬
navian chief , became the father of a dynafty
which reigned above feven hundred years . His
brothers extended his influence : the example
of fervice and ufurpation was imitated by his
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companions in the fouthern provinces of Ruffia;
and their eftablifhments , by the ufual methods
of war and aifaffination , were cemented into
the fabric of a powerful monarchy.

As long as the defcendants of Ruric were con-
fidered as aliens and conquerors , they ruled by
the fword of the Earangians , diftributed eftates
and fubjects to their faithful captains , and fup-
plied their numbers with frefh ftreams of ad¬
venturers from the Baltic coaft 47. But when

the Scandinavian chiefs had ftruck a deep and
permanent root into the foil , they mingled with
the Ruffians in blood , religion , and language,
and the flrft Waladimir had the merit of deliver¬

ing his country from thefe foreign mercenaries.
They had feated him on the throne ; his riches
were infufficient to fatisfy their demands ; but
they liftened to his pleafmg advice , that they
fhould feek , not a more grateful , but a more
wealthy , matter ; that they fhould embark for
Greece , where , mftead of the lkins of fquirrels,
{ilk and gold would be the recompence of their
fervice . At the fame time the Ruffian prince
admonifhed his Byzantine ally to difperfe and
employ , to recompenfe and reftrain , thefe im¬
petuous children of the North . Contemporary
writers have recorded the introduction , name,
and character , of the Varangians -, each day they
rofe in confidence and efteem ; the whole body
was affembled at Conftantinople to perform the
duty of guards ; and their ftrength was recruited
by a numerous band of their countrymen from

CHAP.
LV.

The Varan¬
gians of Con*
ftaittinople.
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the ifland of Thule . On this occafion , the vague
appellation of Thule is applied to England ; and
the new Varangians were a colony of Englilh
arid Danes who fled from the yoke of the
Norman conqueror . The habits of pilgrimage
and piracy had approximated the countries of
the earth ; thefe exiles were entertained in the
Byzantine court ; and they preferved , till the
laft age of the empire , the inheritance of fpotlefs
loyalty , and the ufe of the Danilh or Englilh
tongue . With their broad and double - edged
battle -axes on their {boulders , they attended the
Greek emperor to the temple , the fenate , and
the hippodrome ; he flept and feafted under their
trufty guard , and the keys of the palace , the
treafury , and the capital , were held by the firm
and faithful hands of the Varangians 4S.

In the tenth century , the geography of Scythia
was extended far beyond the limits of ancient
knowledge ; and the monarchy of the Ruffians
obtains a vaffc and confpicuous place in the map
of Conftantine The fons of Ruric were
mafters of the fpacious province of Wolodomir,
or Mofcow ; and , if they were confined on that
iidc by the hords of the Eaft , their weftcra
frontier in thofe early days was enlarged to the
Baltic fea and the country of the Pruffians . Their
northern reign afcended above the fixtieth degree
of latitude , over the Hyperborean regions , which
fancy had peopled with monfters , or clouded
with eternal darknefs . To the fouth they fol¬
lowed the courfe of the Boryfthenes , and
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approached with that river the neighbourhood
of the Euxine fea. The tribes that dwelt , or
wandered ", in this ample circuit were obedient
to the fame conqueror , and infenfibly blended
into the fame nation . The language of Ruflia
is a dialect of the Sclavonian ; but , in the tenth
century , thefe two modes of fpeech were dif¬
ferent from each other ; and , as the Sclavonian
prevailed in the South , it may be prefumed that
the original Ruffians of the North , the primitive
fubjects of the Varangian chief , were a portion
of the Fennic race. With the emigration , union,
or diffolution , of the wandering tribes , the loofe
and indefinite picture of the Scythian defert has
continually ffiifted. But the mod ancient map
of Ruffia affords fome places which ftill retain
their name and pofition ; and the two capitals,
Novogorod !° and Kiow SI, are coeval with the
firfl: age of the monarchy . Novogorod had not
yet deferved the epithet of great , nor the al¬
liance of the Hanfeatic league , which diffufed
the ftreams of opulence and the principles of
freedom . Kiow could not yet boaft of three
hundred churches , an innumerable people , and
a degree of greatnefs and fplendour , which was
compared with Conftantinople by thofe who
had never feen the refidence of the Csefars. In
their origin , the two cities were no more than
camps or fairs , the molt convenient ftations in
which the Barbarians might affemble for the
occafional bufinefs of war or trade . Yet even
thefe affemblies announce fome progrefs in the

HAS
IV.
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chap, arts of fociety ; a new breed of cattle was ini-
tv . ported from the fouthern provinces ; and the

l'pirit of commercial enterprife pervaded the fea
and land from the Baltic to the Euxine , from
the mouth of the Oder to the port of ConRanti-
nople . In the days of idolatry and barbarifm,
the Sclavonic city of Julin was frequented and
enriched by the Normans , who had prudently
fecured a free mart of purcliafe and exchange 5\
From this harbour , at the entrance of the Oder,
the corfair , or merchant , failed m forty -three
days to the eaRern flhores of the Baltic , the moft
diftant nations were intermingled , and the holy
groves of Curland are fa-id  to have been-decorated
with Grecian  and Spamfli gold s>. Between the
fea and Novogorod an ealy intercourfe was dif-
covered ; in the fummer , through a gulf , a lake,
and a navigable river ; in the winter feafon,
over the hard and level furface of boundlefs
fnows . From the neighbourhood of that city,
the Ruffians defcended the dreams that fall into
the Borydhenes ; their canoes , of a Rngle tree,
were laden with Raves of every age , furs of
every fpecies , the fpoil of their bee hives , and
the hides of their cattle ; and the whole produce
of the North was colledted and difcharged in the
magazines of Kiow . The month of June was
the ordinary feafon of the departure of the fleet:
the timber of the canoes was framed into the
oars and benches of more folid and capacious
boats ; and they proceeded without obdacle down
the Borydhenes , as far as the feven or thirteen
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ridges of rocks , which traverfe the bed , and c H a p.
precipitate the waters , of the river . At the lv.
more ffiallow falls it was fufficient to lighten the
veffels ; but the deeper catarads were impaffable;
and the mariners , who dragged their veffels and
their Haves fix miles over land , were expofed
in this toilfome journey to the robbers of the
defert R At the firft ifland below the falls , the
Ruffians celebrated the feftival of their efcape;
at a fecond , near the mouth of the river , they
repaired their fliattered veffels for the longer and
more perilous voyage of the Black Sea. If they
fleered along the coaft , the Danube was accef-
fiblc ; with a fair wind they could reach in
thirty -fix or forty hours the oppofite ffiores of
Anatolia ; and Conftantinople admitted the an¬
nual vifit of the ftrangers of the North . They
returned at the dated feafon with a rich cargo
of corn , wine , and oil , the manufactures of
Greece , and the fpices of India . Some of their
countrymen refided in the capital and provinces;
and the national treaties protected the perfons,
effeds , and privileges , of theRuffian merchant ” .

But the fame communication which had been yaval expe-
opened for the benefit , was foon abufed for the ditions of the
injury , of mankind . In a period of one hundred Con_
and ninety years , the Ruffians made four at- ftantinopie.
teinpts to plunder the treafures of Conftantjnople:
the event was various , but the motive , the
means , and the objed , were the fame in thefe
naval expeditions R The Ruffian traders had
feen the magnificence and tailed the luxury .of
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chap,  the city of the Csefars. A marvellous tale , and
lv.  a fcanty fupply , exdted the defires of their favage

countrymen : they envied the gifts of nature
’which their climate denied ; they coveted the
works of art which they were too lazy to imitate
and too indigent to purchafe : the Varangian
princes unfurled the banners of piratical adventure,
and their braveft foldiers were drawn from the
nations that dwelt in the northern ifles of the
ocean S7. The image of their naval armaments
was revived in the laft century , in the fleets of
the Cofacks , which iffued from the Boryfthenes,
to navigate the fame feas , for a fimilar pur-
pofe !S. The Greek appellation of monoxyla, or
fingle canoes , might be juftly applied to the bot¬
tom of their veffels. It was fcooped out of the
long ftem of a beech or willow , but the flight
and narrow foundation was raifed and continued
on either fidd with planks , till it attained the
length of fixty , and the height of about 'twelve,
feet . Thefe boats were built without a deck,
but with two rudders and a mall ; to move with

x fails and oars ; and to contain from forty to
feventy men , with their arms , and provifions
of frefn water and fait fifh. The firft trial of the
Ruffians was made with two hundred boats;
but when , the national force was exerted , they
might arm againft Conftantinople a thoufand or
twelve hundred veffels. Their fleet was not
much inferior to the royal navy of Agamemnon,
but it was magnified in the eyes of fear to ten
or fifteen time? the real proportion of its ftrength

and
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2nd numbers . Had the Greek emperors been chap.
endowed with forefight to difcern , and vigour lv.
to prevent , perhaps they might have fealed with
a maritime force the mouth , of the Boryfthenes . 1
Their indolence abandoned the coafl of Anatolia
to . the calamities of a piratical war , which,
after an interval of fix hundred years , again
infelled the Euxine ; but as long as the capital
was refpedted , the fufferings of a diftant pro¬
vince efcaped the notice both of the prince
and the hiftorian . . The ftorm which had
fwcpt along from the Phafis and Trebizond,
at length burft on the Bofphorus of Thrace ; a
{freight of fifteen miles , in which the rude vef-
fels of the Ruffian might have been flopped
and deflroyed by a more fkilful adverfary . In
their firffc enterprife 5S“ under the princes of Kiow , The fidt,
they palled without oppofition , and occupied D; S4V
the port of Conftantinople in the abfence of
the emperor Michael , the fon of Theophilus.
Through a crowd of perils , he landed at the
palace - flairs , and immediately repaired to a
church of the Virgin Mary e°. By  the advice
of the patriarch , her garment , a precious relic,
was drawn from the fanctuary and dipped in the
fea ; and a feafonable tempeft , which determined
the retreat of the Ruffians , was devoutly afGribed
to the mother of God SI. The filence of the The fecund,
Greeks may infpire fome doubt of the truth,  or D' 90!t'
at leaft of the importance , of the fecond attempt
by Oleg the guardian of the foils of Ruric
A llrong barrier of arms and fortifications

Vol X. I
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defended the Bofphorus : they were eluded by the
ufual expedient of drawing the boats over the
ifthmus ; and this fimple operation is deferibed
in the national chronicles , as if the Ruffian fleec
had failed over dry land with a bride and favour¬
able gale . The leader of the third armament,
Igor , the fon of Ruric , had chofen a moment
of weaknefs and decay , -when the naval powers
of the empire were employed againft the Saracens.
But if courage be not wanting , the inftruments
of defence are feldom deficient . Fifteen broken
and decayed gallies were boldly launched againlt
the enetay ; but inftead of the fingle tube of
Greek fire ufually planted on the prow , the
fides and ftern of each veffel were abundantly
fupplied with that liquid combuftible . The
engineers were dextrous ; the weather was pro¬
pitious ; many thoufand Ruffians , who chofe
rather to be drowned than burnt , leaped into
the fea ; and thofe who efcaped to the Thracian
ffiore were inhumanly flaughtered by the peafants
and foldiers . Yet one third of the canoes efcaped
into fhallow water ; and the next fpring Igor
was again prepared to retrieve his difgrace and
claim his revenge 63. After a long peace , Jarof-
laus , the great -grandfon of Igor , refumed the
fame project of a naval invafion . A fleet , under
the command of his foil , was repulfed at the
entrance of the Bofphorus by the fame artificial
flames. But in the ralhnefs of purfuit the vanguard
of the Greeks was encompafied by an irrefiftible
multitude of boats and men ; their proyifion of
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fire was probably exhaufted ; and twenty -four c h a r.
gallies were either taken , funk , or deftroyed 5\ tv.

Yet the threats or calamities of a Ruffian Negotiations
war were more frequently diverted by treaty
than by arms. In thefe naval hoftilities ,
every difadvantage was on the fide of the
Greeks v their favage enemy afforded no mercy;
his poverty promifed no fpoil ; his impenetrable
retreat deprived the conqueror of the hopes of
revenge ; and the pride or weaknefs of empire
indulged an opinion , that no honour could be
gained or loft in the intercourfe with Barbarians.
At firft their demands were high and inadmiffible,
three pounds of gold for each foldier or mariner
of the fleet : the Ruffian youth adhered to the
deflgn of conqueft and glory ; but the counfels
of moderation were recommended by the hoary
fages. “ Be content, ” they faid , “ with the
tc  liberal offers of Caffar , is it not far better to
£t  obtain without a combat , the poffeffion of
cc gold , filver , filks , and all the objeds of our
“ defires ? Are we fure of vidory ? Can we
“ conclude a treaty with the fea ? We do not
cc tread on the land ; we float on the abyfs of
“ water , and a common death hangs over our
“ heads The memory of thefe Ardic fleets
that feemed todefeend from the Polar circle , left
a deep impreffion of terror on the Imperial city.
By the vulgar of every rank , it was afferted and
believed , that an equeftrian ftatue in the fquare
of Taurus , was fecretly inferibed with a pro¬
phecy , hpw the Rufifliajrs, in the laft days,

I 4
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ffiould become mailers of Conftantinople In
oui' own time , a Ruffian armament , inftead of
failing from the Boryfthenes , has circumnavigated
the continent of Europe ; and the Turkiffi capi¬
tal has been threatened by a fquadron of ftrong
and lofty ffiips of war , each of which , with its
naval fcience and thundering artillery , could
have funk or fcattered an hundred canoes fuch
as thofe of their anceftors . Perhaps the prefent
generation may yet behold the accompliffiment
of the prediction , of a Pare prediction , of which
the Ityle is unambiguous and the date unquef-
tionable.

By land the Ruffians were , lefs formidable
than by fea ; and as they fought for the moft
part on foot , their irregular legions, mult often
have been broken and overthrown by the
cavalry of the Scythian herds . Yet their grow¬
ing towns , however flight and imperfect , pre¬
ferred a ffielter to the fubjedt and a barrier to
the enemy : the monarchy of Kiow , till a
fatal partition , affirmed the dominion of the
North ; ant! the nations from the Volga to the
Danube were fubdued or repelled by the arms
of Swatollaus 67, the fon of Igor , the fon of
Oleg , the fon of Ruric . The vigour of his mind
and body was fortified by the hardffiips of a
military and favage life. Wrapt in a bear - Gcin,
Swatollaus ufually flept on the ground , his head
reclining on a faddlct; his diet was coarfe and
frugal , and,  like the heroes of Homer 68, his
meat ( it was often horfefieffi ) was broiled or
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roafted on the coals. The exercife of war gave chap
{lability and difcipline to his army ; and it may lv.
be prefumed , that no foldier was permitted to
tranfcend the luxury of his chief. By an embaffy
from Nicephorus , the Greek emperor , he was
moved to undertake the conquefl of Bulgaria,
and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds of gold
was laid at his feet to defray the expence , or
reward the toils , of the expedition . An army
of fixty thoufand men was alfembled and em¬
barked ; they failed from the Boryflhenes to the
Danube ; their landing was effected on the Msefian
Shore, and , after a fharp encounter , the fwords
of the Ruffians prevailed againft the arrows of
the Bulgarian horfe . The vanquished king funk
into the grave ; his children were made captive;
and his dominions , as far as mount Htsmus,
were fubdued or ravaged by the northern in¬
vaders . But inftead of relinquishing his prey,
and performing his engagements , the Varangian
prince was more difpofed to advance than to
retire ; and , had his ambition been crowned with
fuccefs , the feat of empire in that early period
might have been transferred to a more temperate
and fruitful climate . Swatoflaus enjoyed and
acknowledged the advantages of his new pofition,
in which he could unite , by exchange or rapine,
the various productions of the earth . By an eafy
navigation he might draw from Ruffia the native
commodities of furs , wax , and hydromel : Hun¬
gary fupplied him with a breed of horfes and
the Spoils of the "Weft ; and Greece abounded

T ^* o
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with gold , filver , ana the foreign luxuries,
which his poverty had affecled to difdain . The
bands of Patzinacites , Chozars , and Turks , re¬
paired to the ftandard of victory ; and the ara-
baffador of Nicephorus betrayed his truft , af-
fumed the purple , and promifed to fhare with
his new allies the treafures of the Eaftern world.
From the banks of the Danube the Ruffian
prince purfued his march as far as Adrianople ;
a formal fummons to evacuate the Roman pro¬
vince was difmiffed with contempt ; and Swatof-
laus fiercely replied , that Conffantinople might
foon expedb the prefence of an enemy and a
mafler.

Nicephorus could no longer expel the mifehief
which he had introduced ; but bis throne and
wife were inherited by John Zimifces " , who , in
a diminutive body , poffeffed the fpirit and abili¬
ties of an hero . The firif victory of his lieuten¬
ants deprived the Ruffians of their foreign al¬
lies , twenty thoufand of whom were either de-
ftroyed by the fword , or provoked to revolt , or
tempted to defert . Thrace was delivered , but
feventy thoufand Barbarians were flill in arms;
and the legions that had been recalled from the
new conqucfts of Syria , prepared , with the
return of the fpring , to march under the ban¬
ners of a warlike prince , who declared himfelf
the friend and avenger of the injured Bulgaria.
T he pafles of mount Hsemus had been left
unguarded ; they were mftantly occupied ; the
Roman vanguard was formed of the immortals (a
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proud imitation of the Perfian ftyle ) ; the em
peror led the main body of ten thoufand five
hundred foot ; and the reft of his forces followed
in flow and cautious array with the baggage and
military engines. The firft exploit of Zimifces
was the reduction of Marcianopolis , or Perifth-
laba 7°, in two days : the trumpets founded ; the
walls were fcaled ; eight thoufand five hundred
Ruffians were put to the fword ; and the fons
of the Bulgarian king were refcued from an igno¬
minious prifon , and inverted with a nominal dia¬
dem . After thefe repeated Ioffes , Swatoflaus re¬
tired to the ftrong port of Driftra , on the banks
of the Danube , and was purfued by an enemy
who alternately employed the arms of celerity
and delay . The Byzantine gallies afcended the
river ; the legions completed a line of circum-
vallacion ; and the Ruffian prince was encompaf-
fed , afiaulted , and famiffied , in the fortifications
of the camp and city . Many deeds of valour
were performed ; feveral defperate fallies were
attempted ; nor was it till after a fiege of fixty-
five days that Swatofiaus yielded to his adverfe
fortune . The liberal terms which he obtained
announce the prudence of the viclor , who re-
fpeded the valour , and apprehended the defpair,
of an unconquered mind. The great duke  of
Ruffia bound himfelf by folemn imprecations to
relinquifh all hoftile defigns ; a fafe pafiage was
opened for his return ; the liberty of trade and
navigation was reftored ; a meafure of corn was
diftributed to each of his foldiers ; and the allow-

I 4
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ance of twenty - two thoufand meafures attefts
the lofs and the remnant of the Barbarians . After
a painfui voyage , they again reached the mouth
of the Boryfthenes ; but their provifions were
exhaufted ; the feafon was unfavourable ; they
paffed the winter on the ice ; and,  before they
could profecute their march , Swatoflaus was fur-
prifed and oppreffed by the neighbouring tribes,
with whom the Greeks entertained a perpetual
and ufeful correfpondence T‘.  Far different was
the return of Zimifces , who was received in his
capital like Camillus or Marius , the faviours of
ancient Rome . But the merit of the victory was
attributed by the pious emperor to the mother
of God ; and the image of the Virgin Mary,
with the divine infant in her arms , was placed
on a triumphal car ', adorned with the fpoils of
war and the enfigns of Bulgarian royalty . Zimifces
made his public entry on horfeback ; the diadem
on his head , a crown of laurel in his hand ; and
Con (tan tin op lc was aftonifhed to applaud the
martial virtues of her fovereign 7\

Fhotius of Conftantinople , a patriarch whofe
ambition was equal to his curiofity , congratu¬
lates himfelf and the Greek church on the con¬
version of the Ruffians 7i. Thofe fierce and
bloody Barbarians had been perfuaded by the
voice of reafon and religion , to acknowledge
Jefus for their God , the Chriftian miffionaries
for their teachers , and the Romans for their
friends and brethren . His triumph was tranfient
and premature . L: the various fortune of their
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piratical adventures , fome Ruffian chiefs might c iiap.
allow themfelves to be fprinkled with the waters lv.
of baptifm ; and a Greek biffiop with the name of
metropolitan , might adminifter the facraments in
the church of Know , to a congregation of Haves
and natives . But the feed of the Gofpel was
fown on a barren foil : many were the apoftates,
the converts were few ; and the baptifm of Olga
may be fixed as the sera of Ruffian Chriftianity 7\
A female, perhaps of thebafefl origin , who could
revenge the death , and affume the fceptre , of
her hufband Igor , muft have been endowed with
thofe adtive virtues which command the fear and
obedience of Barbarians . In a moment of foreign
and domeftic peace , fhe failed from Kiow to Con-
ftantinople ; and the emperor Conftantine Por- Baptifm0f
phyrogenitus has defcribed with minute diligence oiga,
the ceremonial of her reception in his capital and D- 95?"
palace . The fleps , the titles , the lalutations,
the banquet , the prefents , were exquifitely ad-
jufted , to gratify the vanity of the ftranger , with
due reverence to the fuperior majefty of the
purple 75. In the facrament of baptifm , fire re¬
ceived the venerable name of the emprefs Helena;
and her converfion might be preceded or fol¬
lowed by her uncle , two interpreters , fixteen
damfels , of an higher , and eighteen of a lower
rank,  twenty - two domeftics or minifters , and
forty - four Ruffian merchants ; who compofed the
retinue of the great princefs Olga . After her
return to Kiow and Novogorod , fhe firmly per-
fifted in her new religion ; but her labours in the
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c ii a p. propagation of the Gofpel were not crowned
lv . with l'uccefs ; and both her family and nation

adhered with obftinacy or indifference to the gods
of their fathers . Her fon Swatoflaus was appre-
henfive of the fcorn and ridicule of his compa¬
nions ; and her grandfon Wolodomir devoted his
youthful zeal to multiply and decorate the mo¬
numents of ancient worfhip . The favage deities
of the North were ftill propitiated with human
facrifices : in the choice of the victim , a citizen
was preferred to a ftrangcr , a Chrillian to an
idolater ; and the father , who defended his fon
from the facerdotal knife , was involved in the
fame doom by the rage of a fanatic tumult . Yet
the lefions and example of the pious Olga had
made a deep , though fecret , impreflion on the
minds of the prince and people : the Greek mif-
fionaries continued to preach , to difpute , and
to baptife ; and the ambaffadors or merchants of
Rullia compared the idolatry of the woods with
the elegant fuperftition of Conftantinople . They
had gazed with admiration on the dome of St.
Sophia ; the lively pictures of faints and martyrs,
the riches of the altar , the number and veft-
men ts of the priefts , the pomp and order of the
ceremonies ; they were edified by the alternate
fucceflion of devout filence and harmonious fong;
nor was it difficult to perfuade them , that a choir
of angels defeended each day from heaven to

or Woiodo- join in the devotion , of the Chriftians 7<. But
T n 9fs Bre conver fc°n °f ^Folodomir was determined or

haftened by his defire of a Roman bride . At
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the fame time , and in the city of Cherfon , the chap.
rites of baptifm and marriage were celebrated lv.
by the Chriftian pontiff : the city he reftored to
the emperor Bafil , the brother of his fpoufe ; but
the brazen gates were tranfported , as it is faid,
to Novogorod , and eredled before the firft church
as a trophy of his victory and faith 77. At his
defpotic command , Peroun , the god of thunder,
whom he had fo long adored , was dragged
through the ftreets of Kiow ; and twelve flurdy
Barbarians battered with clubs , the misfhapen
image , which was indignantly caff into the
waters of the Boryfthenes . The edidt of Wolo-
domir had proclaimed , that all who fhould refufe
the rites of baptifm would be treated as the ene¬
mies of God and their prince ; and the rivers
were inftantly filled with many thoufands of obe¬
dient Ruffians , who acquiefced in the truth and
excellence of a docftrine which had been em¬
braced by the great duke and his boyars . In the
next generation , the relics of paganifm were
finally extirpated ; but as the two brothers of
Wolodomir had died without baptifm , their bones
were taken from the grave , and faneftified by an
irregular and pofthumous facrament.

In the ninth , tenth , and eleventh centuries of C'lrifcianity
the Chriftian sera, the reign of the gofpel and pf of thfe ^ orrfl
the church , was extended over Bulgaria , Hun - 80o—nco,
gary , Bohemia , Saxony , Denmark , Norway,
Sweden , Poland , and Ruffia 7S. The triumphs
of apoftolic zeal were repeated in the iron age of
Chriftianity ; and the northern and eaftern regions
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chap,  of Europe fubmitted to a religion , more different
iv . in theory than in practice , from the worfhip of

their native idols . A laudable ambition excited
the monks , both of Germany and Greece , to
vifit the tents and huts of the Barbarians : poverty,
Jiardfhips , and dangers , were the lot of the firft
mifllonaries ; their courage was adive and patient;
their motive pure and meritorious ; their prefent
reward conftfted in the teftimony of their confci-
ence and the refpedl of a grateful people ; but the
fruitful harveft of their toils was inherited and
enjoyed by the proud and wealthy prelates of
fucceeding times. The firft converfions were free
and fpontaneous : an holy life and an eloquent
tongue were the only arms of the miflionaries;
but the domeftic fables of the Pagans were filenced
by the miracles and vifions of the ftrangers ; and
the favourable temper of the chiefs was accelerated
by the dictates of vanity and intereft . The leaders
of nations , who were faluted with the titles of
kings and faints 7!>, held it lawful and pious to
impofe the Catholic faith on their fubieds and
neighbours : the coaft of the Baltic , from Holftein
to the gulf of Finland , was invaded under the
flandard of the crofs ; and the reign of idolatry
was clofed by the converfion of Lithuania in the
fourteenth century . Yet truth and candour muft
acknowledge , that the converfion of the North
imparted many temporal benefits both to the old
and the new Chriftians . The rage of war,  in¬
herent to the human fpecies , could not be healed
by the evangelic precepts of charity and peace;
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and the ambition of Catholic princes has renew¬
ed in every age the calamities of hoftile conten¬
tion . But the admiffion of the Barbarians into
the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety deli¬
vered Europe from the depredations , by fea
and land , of the Normans , the Hungarians , and
the Ruffians , who learned to fpare their brethren
and cultivate their polfeffions *V The eftabliffi-
ment of law and order was promoted by the
influence of the clergy ; and the rudiments of art
and fcience were introduced into the favage
countries of the globe . The liberal piety of the
Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the moft
fkilful of the Greeks , to decorate the cities and
inftrudl the inhabitants : the dome and the paint¬
ings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the
churches of Kiow and Novogorod : the writings
of the fathers were tranllated into the Sclavonic
idiom ; and three hundred noble youths were in¬
vited or compelled to attend the lelfons of the
college of Jaroflaus . It Ihould appear that Ruf-
fia might have derived an early and rapid im¬
provement from her peculiar conne &ion with the
church and ftate of Conftantinople , which in
that age fo jufbly defpifed the ignorance of the
Latins . But the Byzantine nation was fervile,
folitary , and verging to an hafty decline : after
the fall of Kiow , the navigation of the Boryft-
henes was forgotten , the . great princes of Wolo-
domir and Mofcow were feparated from the fea
and Chriflendom ; and the divided monarchy
was oppreffed by the ignominy and blindncfs of
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chap. Tartar fervitude 8t. The Sclavonic and Scandi-
tv . navian kingdoms , which had been converted by

the Latin miffionaries , were expofed , it is true,
to the fpiritual jurifdidion and temporal claims
of the popes 82; but they were united , in lan¬
guage and religious worlhip , with each other,
and with Rome ; they imbibed the free and ge¬
nerous l'pirit of the European republic , and gra¬
dually fliared the light of knowledge which arofe
on the weftera world.
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