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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 85

CHAP LV.

The Bulgarians. — Origin , Migrations, and Settlement
of the Hungarians. — Their Inroads in the Eaft
and Weft. — The Monarchy of Ruffia. — Geogra-
phy and Trade. — Wars of the Ruffians againft
the Greek Empire. — Converfion of the Barbarians.

UNDER the reign of Conftantine the grandfon
of Heraclius, the ancient barrier of the Danube,
fo often violated and fo often reftored , was
irretrievably fwept away by a new deluge of
Barbarians. Their progrefs was favoured by the
caliphs, their unknown and accidental auxiliaries:
the Roman legions were occupied in Afia; and
after the lofs of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the
Cufars were twice reduced to the danger and
difgrace of defending their capital againft the
Saracens. If in the account of this interefting
people, I have deviated from the ftrit and
original line of my undertaking, the merit of the
fubje@ will hide my tran{greffion or folicit my
excule. In the Eaft, in. the Weft, in war, in
religion, in fcience, in their profperity , and - in
their decay , the Arabians prefs themfelves on
our curiofity : the firk overthrow of the church
and empire of the Greeks may be imputed to
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their arms; and the difciples of Mahomet fill
hold the civil and religious {ceptre of the Oriental
world But the fame labour would be unworthily
beftowed on the fwarms of favages , who,
between the feventh and the twelfth century,
dcfcended from the plains of Scythia, in tranfient
inroad or perpetual emigration *. -Their names
are uncouth their origins doubtful, their actions
obfcure, their fuperftition was blind, their valour
brutal, and the uniformity of their public and
private lives was neither foftened by innocence
nor refined by policy. The majelty of the Byzan-
tine throne repelled and furvived their diforderly
attacks; the greater part of thefe Barbarians has
Ifappeared without leaving any memorial of
their exiftence , and the defpicable remnant
continues ; and may long continue, to groan
under the dominion of a foreign tyrant From
the antiquities of , T. Bv'garians, 1. Hungarians,
and, 1L Ryfians, T fhall content myfelf with
felecting fuch fads as yet deferve to be remem-
bered. The conquefts of the, TV. Normans,
and the monarchy of the , V. Turxks, will
naturally ‘terminate in the memorable Crufades
to the Holy Land, and the double fali of the
city and empire of Conftantine.

In his march to Italy, Theodoric * the Oftro-
goth had trampled on the arms of the Bulgarians.
Afecr this defeat the name and the nation are
loft during a century and an half; and it may be
fufpected that the fame or a fimilar appellation
was revived by firange colonies from the Bory-
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fihenes, the Tanais, or the Volga. A king of the
ancient Bulgaria * bequeathed to his five fons a
laft leffon of moderation and concord. It was
received as youth has ever received the counfels
of age and expericnce: the five princes buried
their father ; divided his fubjed@s and cattle;
forgot his advice ; {cparated from each other;
and wandered in quelt of fortune, till we find
the moft adventurous in the heart of Italy, under
the protetion of the exarch of Ravenna e Bt
the fiream of emigration was directed or impelled
towards the capital. The modern Bulgaria, along
the fouthern banks of the Danube, was [tamped
with the name and image which it has retained
to the prefent hour: the new conquerors fuccef-
fively acquired, by war or treaty, the Roman
provinces of Dardania, Theflaly, and the two
Epirus’ *. the ecclefiaftical fupremacy was transe
fated from the native city of Juftinian ; and,
in their profperous age, the obfcure town of
Lychnidus, or Achrida, was honoured with the
throne of a king and a patriarch °. The unquef-
tionable evidence of language attefls the defcent
of the Bulgarians from the original ftock of the
Sclavenian, or more properly Slavonian, race ”;
and the kindred bands of Servians, Bofnians,
Rafcians, Croatians, Walachians *, &c. followed
either the ftandard or the example of the leading
tribe. From the Euxine to the Adriatic, in the
ftate of captives, or fubjeds, or allies, or enemies,
of the Greek empire, they overfpread the land ;
and the national appellation of the SLAVES * has
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¢H AP. been degraded by chance or malice from the
LV, fignification of glory to that of fervitude *.
o . . - 1z

CS";“”‘ °r  Among thefe colonies, the Chrobatians *, or
clavonians »

of Dalmitia, Croats . who now attend the motions of an

& D-%0,  Aufirian arwy, are the deicendants of a mighty
XC. g

people the conquerors and fovereigns of Dalma-
tia. The maritime cities, and of thefe the infant
republic of Ragufa, implored the aid and inftruc-
tions of the Byzantine court: they were advifed
by the magnanimous Bafil to referve a fmall
acknowledgment of their fidelity to the Roman
empire, and to appeafe, by an annual tribute,
the wrath of thefe irrefiftible Barbarians. The
kingdom of Croatia was fhared by eleven Zoupans,
or feudatory lords; and cheir united forces were
numbered at {ixty thoufand horfe and one hundred
thoufand foot. A long feacoaft, indented with
capacious harbours, covered with a firing of
iflands, and almoft in fight of the Italian fhores,
difpofed both the natives and firangers to the
practice of navigation. The boats or brigantines
of the Croats were conftiuéted after the fafthion
of the old Liburnians: one hundred and eighty
vellels may excite the idea of a refpecable navy;
but our feamen will fmile at the allowance of
ten, or twenty, or forty, men for each of thefe
thips of war. They were gradually converted to
the more honourable fervice of commerce ; yet
the Sclavonian pirates were ftill frequent and
dangerous; and it was not before the clofe of
the tenth century that the freedom and fove-
reignty of the Gulf were effectually vindicated
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by the Venetian republic . The anceftors of cmar.
thefe Dalmatian kings were equally removed LV.
from the ufe and abufe of navigation: they dwelt
in the White Croatia, in the inland regions of
Silefia and Little Poland , thirty days journey,
according to the Greek computation, from the
fea of darknefs.

The glory of the Bulgarians * was confined to rirkt king-
a narrow fcope both of time and place. In the 1°n of the
ninth and tenth centuries, they reigned to the N
fouth of the Danube; but the more powerful éio—1to17.
nations that had followed their emigration , repel-
led all return to the north and all progrefs to the
Welt. Yet, in the obfcure catalogue of their
exploits, they might boaft an honour which had
hitherto been appropriated to the Goths; that of
flaying in battle one of the fucceflors of Auguftus
and Conftantine. The emperor Nicephorus had
loft ‘his fame in the Arabian, he loft his life in the
Sclivonian, war. In his firt operations he ad-
vanced with boldnefs and {uccefs into the centre
of Bulgaria,, and burnt the royal court, which was
probably no more than an edifice and village of
timber. But, while he fearched the fpoil and
refufed all offers of treaty, his enemies collected
their fpirits and their forces: the paffes of retreat
were infuperably barred ; and the trembling Nice-
phorus was heard to exclaim: < Alas, alas!
« uplefs we could affume the wings of birds, we
« cannot hope to efcape.” Two days he waited
his fate in the inadivity of defpair; but, on the
morning of the third, the Buigarians furprifed the
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camp, and the Roman prince, with the great
officers of the empire, were flaughtered in their
tents. The body of Valens had been faved from
infult; but the head of Nicephorus was expofed
on a fpear, and his (kull, enchafed with gold,
was often replenifhed in the fealts of victory. The
Greeks bewailed the difhonour of the throne; but
they acknowledged the jult punifhment of avarice
and cruelty. This favage cup was deeply tinctured
with the manners of the Scythian wildernefs ; but
they were foftened before the end of the fame
century by a peaceful intercourfe with the Greeks,
the poffeffion of a cultivated region, and the
introduction of the Chriftian worfhip. The nobles
of Bulgaria were educated in the fchools and
palace of Conftantinople; and Simeon ™, a youth
of the royal line, was infiru&ed in the rhetoric
of Demofthenes and the logic of Ariftotle. He
relinquifhed the profeffion of a monk for that of
a king and warrior; and in his reign, of more
than forty years, Bulgaria affumed a rank among
the civilized powers of the earth. The Grecks,
whom he repéatedly attacked, derived a famt
confolation from indulging themfelves in the
reproaches of perfidy and facrilege. They purchafed
the aid of the Pagan Turks; but Simeon, ina
fecond battle, redeemed the lofs of the firft, at a
time when it was efteemed a viGory to elude the
arms of that formidable nation.  The Servians
were overthrown, made captive, and difperfed;
and thofe who vifited the country before their
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vagrants , without women or children, who ex- cuar.
torted a precarious fubfiftence from the chace. On  wrv.
claflic ground, on the banks of the Achelous, the
Greeks were defeated; their horn was broken
by the ftrength of the Barbaric Hercnles . He
formed the fiege of Conftantinople; and, ina
perfonal conference with the emperor, Simeon
impofed the conditions of peace. They met with
the moft jealous precautions: the royal galley was

it drawn clofe to an artificial and well-fortified plat-
fa form; and the majefty of the purple was emulated
by the pomp of the Bulgarian. < Are you a
dt % Chriftian,” faid the humble Romanus, € it is

« your duty to abftain from the blood of your

« fellow-Chriftians. Has the thirft of riches feduced

% you from the bleflings of peace; fheath your

« fword, open your hand, and I will fatiate the

“ utmoft meafure of your defires.” The recon-
ciliation was fealed by a domeftic alliance; the
freedom of trade was granted or reftored ; the firft
honours of the court were fecured to the friends
of Bulgaria, above the ambaffadors of enemies or
ftrangers *“; and her princes were dignified with 4, p. 50,
the high and invidious title of Bafileus ,or emper- %
or. But this friendfhip was foon difturbed : after
the death of Simeon the nations were again in
arms; his feeble fuccellors were divided and

¥ extinguithed; and, in the beginning of the ele-

o venth century, the fecond Bafil, who was born in
the purple, deferved the appellation of conqueror
of the Bulgarians. His avarice was infome meafure
gratified by a treafure of four hundred thoufand
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pounds fterling (ten thoufand pound weight of
gold), which he found in the palace of Lychni-
dug. His cruelty ‘inflited a cool and exquifite
vengeance on fifteen thoufand captives who had
been guilty of the defence of their country. They
were deprived of fight, but to one of each hun-
dred a fingle eye was left , that he might condu&
his blind century to the prefence of their king.
Their king is faid to have expired of grief and
horror; the nation was awed by this terrible ex-
ample ; the Bulgarians were fwept away from their
fettlements, and circumfcribed within a narrow
province ; the furviving chiefs bequeathed to their
children the advice of patience and the duty of
revenge.

Il. When the black {fwarm of Hungarians firft
hung over Europe, about nine hundred years
after the Chriftian ra, they were miftaken by
fear and fuperftition for the Gog and Magog of
the fcriptures, the figns and forerunners of the
end of the world 7. Since the introduction of
letters, they have explored their own antiquities
with a ftrong and laudable impulfe of patriotic
curiofity **. Their rational criticifm can no longer
be amufed with a vain pedigree of Attila and the
Huns; but they complain that their primitive
records have perifhed in the Tartar war; that the
truth or fiction of their ruftic fongs is long fince
forgotten ; and that the fragments of a rude chro.
nicle” muft be painfully reconciled with the
contemporary though foreign intelligence of the
Imperial geographer®’. Magiar is ;the national
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of and oriental denomination of the Hungarians; but, cma P
i among the tribes of Scythia, they are diftinguithed LV
by the Greeks under the proper and peculiar
name of Zurks, as the defcendants of that mighty
people who had conquered and reigned from
China to the Volga. The Pannonian colony
preferved a correfpondence of trade and amity
with the ealtern Turks on the confines of Perfia;
and after a feparation of three hundred and fifty

¥ years, the miflionaries of the king of Hungary
eit difcovered and vifited their ancient country near
W the banks of the Volga. They were hofpitably
i entertained by a people of Pagans and Savages
o who fill bore the name of Hungarians ; converfed

in their native tongue, recollected a tradition of
their long-loft brethren, and liftened with amaze-
ment to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom
,. and religion. The zeal of converfion was animated
s by the intereft of confanguinity; and one of the
o greateft of their princes had formed the generous,
though fruitlefs defign , of replenifhing the folitude
of Pannonia by this domeftic colony from the

e heart of Tartary*’. From this primitive country,
i they were driven to the welt by the tide of war
o and emigration, by the weight of the more diftant
Lo tribes, who at the fame time were fugitives and

conquerors. Reafon or fortune directed their
courfe towards the frontiers of the Roman empire;
they halted in the ufual ftations along the banks
of the great rivers; and in the territories of Vof-
cow, Kiow, and Moldavia, fome veftiges have
been difcovered of their temporary refidence. In
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this long and various peregrination, they could
not always efcape the dominion of the fironger;
and the purity of their blood was improved or
fullied by the mixture of a foreign race: from a
motive of compulfion or choice; feveral tribes of
the Chazars were affociated to the ftandard of their
ancient vallals; introdiiced the ufe of a fecond
language ; and obtained by their fuperior renown
the moft honourable place in the front of battle,
The military force of the Turks and their allies
marched in feven equal and artificial divifions;
each divifion was formed of thirty thoufand eight
hundred and fifty-feven warriors , and the propor-
tion of women, children, and fervants, fuppofes
and requires at leaft a million of emigrants. Their
public counfels were direted by feven wayvods
or hereditary chiefs, but the experience of difcord
and weaknels recommended the more fimple and
vigorous adminiftration of a fingle perfon. Ths
fceptre which had been declined by the modefl
Lebedias, was granted to the birth or merit of
Almus and his fon Arpad, and the authority of
the fupreme kban of the Chazars confirmed the
engagement of the prince and people; of the people
to obey his commands, of the prince to confult
their happinels and glory.

With this narrative we might be reafonably
content, if the penetration of modern learning
had not epened a new and larger profpe& of the
antiquities of nations. The Hungarian language
ftands alone, and as it were infulated, among the
Sclavonian diale@s; but it bears a clofe and clear

R
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affinity to the idioms of the Fennic race™, of an cu A B.
obfolete and favage race, which formerly occupied  LV.
the northern regions of Afia and Europe. The
genuine appellation of Uyri or Igours is found on
the weltern confines of China®*; their migration
to the banks of the Irtifh 1s attefted by Tartar
evidence® ; a fimilar name and language are
detected in the fouthern parts of Siberia **; and the
remains of the Fennic tribes are widely, though
: thinly , fcattered from the fources of the Oby to
as: the (hores of Lapland **. The confanguinity of
' the Hungarians and Laplanders would difplay the
o powerful energy of climate on the children of a
(i common parent; the lively contraft between the
bold adventurers, who are intoxicated with the
wines of the Danube, and the wretched fugitives
who are immerfed beneath the fnows of the polar
circlee. Arms and freedom have ever been the
]— ruling, though too often the unfuccefsful , paffion
a0 of the Hungarians, who are endowed by natuie
with a vigorous conftitution of foul and body .
Extreme cold has diminifthed the ftature 2nd con-
sealed the faculties of the Laplanders, and the
Aréic tribes, alone among the fons of men, are
ignorant of war ,and unconicious of human blood:
an happy ignorance, if realon and virtue were the
guardians of their peace**!

It is the obfervation of the Imperial author of Taaics ana
the Tacics **, that all the Scythian hords refembled i‘l’\z";‘]‘l:'z";’_‘r
each other in their paftoral and military life, that sans ey
they all practifed the fame means of fubfiltence, Bulsarians,

P w3 s A. D. 09
and employed the fame inftruments of deftruction. B 4
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But he adds , that the two nations of Bulgarians
and Hungarians were fuperior to their brethren,
and fimilar to each other, in the improvements,
however rude, of their difcipline and government;
their vifible likenefs determines Leo to confound
his friends and énemies in one common defcrip-
tion; and the pi&ure may be heightened by
fome ftrokes from their contemporaries of the
tenth century. Except the merit and fame of
military prowefs, all that is valued by mankind
appeared vile and contemptible to thefe Barbarians,
whofe native fiercenefs was f{timulated by the
confcioufnels of numbers and freedom. The tents
of the Hungarians were of leather, their garments
of fur; they fhaved their hair and fcarified their
faces : in fpeech they were flow , in action prompt,
in treaty perfidious; and they fhared the common
reproach of Barbarians, too ignorant to conceive
the importance of truth, too proud to deny or
palliate the breach of their moft folemn engage-
ments. Their fimplicity has been praifed; yet
they abRained only from the luxury they had
never known; whatever they faw, they coveted ;
their defires were infatiate, and their fole indultry
was the hand of violence and rapine. By the
definition of a paftoral nation, I have recalled a
long defcription of the economy , the warfare,
and the government that prevail in that ftage of
fociety ; I may add, that to fifhing as well as to
the chace, the Hungarians were indebted for a
part of their fubfiftence, and fince they feldom
cultivated the ground, they muft, at leaftin their
REW
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new fettlements, have fometim pl‘adlﬂ.d iigh"
and unfkilful hufbandry. In l it emigration

perhaps in their expeditions, the hoft was accom-
panied by t wuﬂmde of fheep and oxen, who en-
creafed the cloud of formidable duft, and J_ttomml
a conftant and wholefome fupply of milk and
animal food. A plentiful command of forage was
the firfk care of the general, and if the flocks and
herds were fecure of their paftures, the hardy
warrior was alike infenfible of danger and fatigue.
The confufion of men and cattle that overfpread
the country expofed their camp to 2 nodmnal
furprife , had not a {till wider circuit been occu-
pied by their light cavalry , perpetuall b in motion
to difcover and delay the approach of the enemy:.
After fome experience of the Roman tactics, they
adopted the ule of the fword and fpear, the
helmet of the {oldier, and the iron breaft-p]ate of
his fteed: but their native and deadly weapon
was the Tartar bow: from the eatlieft infancy ,
their children and fervants were exercifed in the
double fcience of archery and horfemanthip; their
arm was ftrong; their aim was {fure; and in the
moft rapid career, they were taught to thro

themfelves backwards , and to [lhoot a volley of
arrows into the air. In open combat, in fecret
ambufh, in flight, or purfuit, they were equally
formidable: an appearance of order was maintain-
ed in the foremolt ranks, but their charge was
driven forwards by the impatient preffure of fuc-
ceeding crowds. They purfued, headlong and
salh, with loofened reins and horrific outcries,

VoL. X. H
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cuap, butif they fled, with real or diffembled fear , the
LY. ardour of a purfuing foe was checked and chaftifed
by the fame habits of irregular {peed and fudden
evolution. In the abufe of vi&ory, they aftonift-
ed Europe, yct {marting from the wounds of
the Saracen and the Dane: mercy they rarcly
alked, and more rarely beltowed; both fexes
were accufed as equally inacceflible to pity, and
their appetite for raw flefh might countenance
the popular tale; that they drank the blood and
feafted on the hearts of the flain. Yet the Hun-
garians. were not devoid of thofe principles of
jultice and humanity , which nature has implanted |
in every bofom. The licence of public and pri- l
vate injuries was reftrained by laws and punifh-
ments; and in the fecurity of an open camp, theft
is the molt tempting and moft dangerous offence.
Among the Barbarians, there were many, whofe
fpontaneous virtue fupplied their laws and cor-
rected their manners , who performed the duties,
and fympathifed with the affections, of focial
life. :
£ fubliche After a long pilgrimage of flight or vifory,
meot and in- the Turkifh hords approached the common limits
;;j:;ar?:ﬂsﬂze of the French and Byzantine empires. Their firlt
A. D. 889. conquelts and final fettlements extended on either
{ide of the Danube above Vienna, below Belgrade,
and beyond the meafure of the Roman province
of Pannonia, or the modern kingdom of Huun-
gary »°. 'That ample and fertile land was loofely
occupied by the Moravians, a Sclavonian name
and tribe ; which yyere driven by the invaders
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jnto the cov‘maf' of a narrow province. Charle-
magne had firetched a vague and ror‘ﬂmal empire
as far as the edge of J'.‘.l‘f“lvam.z, but, after
the failure of his legitimate line, the dukes of
IMoravia forgot their obedience L...d tribute to
the monarchs of Qriental France. The baftard
Aronlph was provoked to invite the arms of the
Turks; they rulhed through the real or figurative
wall, which his 1ndifcretion had thrown open ;
and the king of Germany has been jultly re-
proachf&:l as a traitor to Lhe civil and ecclefialtical
fociety of the Chriftians. Durmo the life of
Arnulph, the Hungarians were chu!\ ed by grati-
tude or, fear; but in the infancy of his fon Lewis
they difcovered and invaded Bavaria; and fuch
was their Scythian fpeed, that in a fingle day a
circuit of fifty miles was {tript and confumed. in
the battle of Auglburgh the Chriftians maintained
their advantage till the {feventh hour of the day:
they were deceived and vanquiﬁled by the flying
firatagems of the Turkifh cavalry. The confla-
gration fpread over the prnmwe% of Bavana,
Swabia, and Franconia; and the Hungariaos **
promoted the reign of anarchy., by forcing the
ftoutelt barons to d]lCip]m‘* th&r va {“ds and
fortify their c#tles. The origin of walled towns
is afcribed to th¥ calamitous period; nor could
any diftance be fecure againft an enemy, who,
almolt at the fame leu.u.t laid in aﬁ:cs the
Helvetian monaftery of St. (3311 and the city of
Bremen , on the {L.,-reﬁ of the northern ocean.
Above thirty years the Germanic empire or
H =z
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kingdom was {fubje@ to the ignominy of tribute;
nud refiftance was difarmed by the menace, the
ferious and.effectual menace , of dragging the
women and children into captivity , and of

flaughtering the males above the age of ten years.
I have neither power nor mc]m..tlon to follow
the Hungarians beyoad the Rhine; but I mult
obferve with furprife, that the fouthern provinces
of France were blafted by the tempeft, and that
Spain , behind her Pyrenees , was aftonifhed :
tln. appmach of thefe formidable ftrangers
The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early
inroads ; but , from their camp on the Brenta,
they beheld with fome terror the: apparent
ftrength and populoufnefs of the new -dif:

¥
L

a
3z

covered country. They requefled leave to
retire ; their requelt was proudly rejected by
the Italian king; and the lives of twenty thou-

fand Chriftians paid the forfeit of his obftinacy
and rafhnefs. Among the cities of the welt, the
royal Pavia was confpicuous in fame and fplen:
dour ; and the pre-eminence of Rome itfelf was
only derived from the relics of the apoftles. The
Hungarians appeared ; Pavia was in flames; forty-
three churches were confumed; and, after the
maflacre of the people, they fpared a)uu* two
hundred wretches , who had gathered fome
bufhels of gold and filver {a vague exaggera-
tion) from the fmoking ruins of their country.
In thefe ahnual excurfions from the Alps to the

nem;hbourncod of Rome and Capua, the churches;

that yet efcaped, refounded with a fearful litany
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« O f{ave and deliver us from the arrows of the
% Hungariangd ?  But the faints were deal or
;mxorab!e; and the torrent rolled forwards, tiii
it was ftopped by the extreme land of Calabria
A compofition was offered and accepted for thc
head of each Italian fubject; and ten bufhels of
ilver w ucpou:ed forth in the Turkith camp. But
falfehood 1s the natural antagonift of violence;
and the robbers were kfrmd od both in the
numbers of the affeffment and the ftandard of
the metal. On the fide of the Baft'the Hungarians
were oppoled in doubtful conflit by the equal
arms of the Bulgarians , whofe faith forbade an
alliance with the Pagans, and whofe fituation
formed the barrier of the Byzantine empire. The 4
barrier was overturned; the emperor of Conftan-
inople beheld the waving banners of the Turks;
and one of their bolde ﬁ. warriors prefumed to
firike a battle-axe into the golden gate. The arts
and treafures of the GI’CEL‘? diverted thc affault;
but the Hungarians might boalt in their retreat,
that they had impofed a tribute on . the fpirit of
Bulgaria and the majefty of the Caefars **. ‘The
remote and rapid op

o o Bl 8

rations of the fame cam-
paign, appear to magnify the power and numbers
of the Turks; but their courage 1s moft defer
ving ' of praife; fince a light troop of three or
four hundred horfe would often attempt ' and
execute the moft daring inroads to the gatca
of Theflalonica and = Conftantinople. At 'this

difaltrous zra of the ninth and tenth centuries,
Europe was afflicted by a triple fcourge from

o
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the Hungarian, and the Saracen, fametimes trod
the fame ground of defolation; and thefe favage
foes might have been compared by Homer to
the two lions growling over the carcafe of a
mangled ftag %, '
The deliverance of Germany and Chriftendom
was atchieved by the Saxon princes, Heory
the Fowler and Otho the Great, who , in two
mamorable battles, for ever broke the power of
the Huogarians **. The valiant Henry was
roufed from a bed of ficknels by the invafion of
his country: but his mind was vigorous and his '
prudence fuccefsful. “ My companions,” faid he
on the morning of the combat, “ maintain your
« ranks, receive on your bucklers the firft arrows
“ of the Pagans, and prevent théir fecond dif-
“ charge by the equal and rapid career of your
“ lances. ” They obeyed and conquered : and
the hiltorical picture‘of the caftle of Merfeburgh,
exprefled the features , or at lealt the charader,
of Henry, who, in an age of ignorance, entrulted
to the finer arts the perpstuity of his name .
At the end of twenty years, the children of the
Turks who had fallen by his fword invaded the
empire of his fon; and their force is defined , in
the lowelt eftimate, at one hundred thoufind
horfe. They were invited by domeftic fadtion:
the gates of Germany were treacheroufly unlocked,
and they fpread far beyond the Rhine and the
Meufe, 1nto the heart of Flanders. But the vigour
and prudence of Otho difpelled. the cenfpiracy ;
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the princes were made Tenfible, that unlefs they
were true to each other, their religion and country

cere irrecoverably loft; and the national powers
iwere reviewed in the plains of Augfburgh. T!*“y
marched and fought in eight legions, according
to the divifion of provinces and tribes; the frlt,
fecond, and third, were compofed of Bavarians;
he fourth of Franconians ; the fifth of Saxons,
nder the immediate command of the monarch ;
he Gxth and feventh confifted of Swabians; and

d the rear of the hLoft. - The refources of
ifcipline and ralour were fortified by the arts
of fuperftition which, on this occalion, may
deferve the epithets of generous and falutary.
The foldiers were purifie d with a faft; the camp
was bleffed with thc relics of faints and martyrs;
and the Chriftian hero girded on his fide the
fword of Conftantine , niafpcd the invincible
fpear of pn.xrlu‘.gne, and waved the banner
of St. Maurice , the przfe@ of the Thebzan
legion. But his frmelt confidence was pl laced in

3%

the holy lance **, whofe point was fafbioned of
the nails of the crofs, and which his father had
extorted from the king of Burgundy, by the
threats of war and the gift of a p:ovmcc. The
Hungarians were expeded in the front; they
{ecretly paffed the Lech, a river of Bavaria that
falls into the Danube; turned the rear of

Chriftian army ; pmnu”r‘u'i the baggage , and
difordered the legions of Bohemia and Swabia.
The battle was ]“&Ufefl by] the Franconians
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whofe duke , the wvaliant Conrad, was pierced
with an arrow as be refted from his fatigues: the
Saxons fought under the eyes of their king; and

o2

his victory furpaffed , in merit and Importance »
the triumphs of the laft two hundred years. The
lofs of the Hungarians was [ill greater in the
flight than in the acion; they were encompafled
by the rivers of Bavaria; and their paft cruelties
excluded them from the hope of mercy. Three
captive princes were hanged at Ratifbon , the
multitude of prifoners was flain or mutilated ,
and the fugitives, who prefumed to appear n
the face of their country, were condemned to
everlafting poverty and difgrace **. Yet the
{pirit of the nation was humbled, and the moft
acceilible paffes of Hungary were fortified with
a ditch and rampart. Adverfity fuggefted the
ounfels of moderation and peace: the robbers
of the Welt acquielced in 2 fedentary life; and
the next generation was taught by a difcerning
prince , that far more might be gained by
multiplying and exchanging the produce of a
fruitful foil. The native race , the Turkifh or
Fennic blood , was mingled with new colonies
of Scythian or Sclavonian origin  ** ; many
thoufands of robuft and induftrious captives had
been imported from all the countries of Europe ;
and after the marriage of Geifa with a Bavarian
princefs , he beftowed honours and eftates on
the nobles of Germany **. The fon of Geila
was invefted with the regal title, and the houle
of Aspad reigned three hundred years in th

)
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kingdom of Hungary. But the freeborn Barbarians cua».
were not dazzled by the luftre of the diadem, LV.
and the people afferted their indefeafible right of
chufing, depofing, and punifhing the hereditary
fervant of the flate.

III. The name of Russians * was firlt dic origin of the
vulged , in the ninth century, by an embafly Jetisut o

43

from Theophilus, emperor of the Ealt, to t enmhf'
ec emperor of the Weft, Lewis, the fon of Charle.
e magne. The Greeks were accompanied by the
) envoys of the great duke, or chagan, or czar,
n of the Ruffians. In their journey to Conftanti- A. . 83s.
nople, they had traverfed many hoftile nations;
th and they hoped to efcape the dangers of their

return by requefting the French monarch to
tranfport them by {fea to their native country. A
clofer examination detected their origin : they
were the brethren of the Swedes and Normans,
whole name was already odious and formidable
in France; and it might jultly be apprehended
that thefe Ruffian ftrangers were not the mef-
fengers of peace, but the emiffaries of war.
They were detained, while the Greeks were
difmiffed ; and Lewis expected a more {atisfactory
account, that he might obey the laws of hofpi-
tality or prudence, according to the intereft of
both empires *. This Scandinavian origin of
the people, or at leaft the princes, of Ruffia,
may be confirmed and illuftrated by the national
annals ** and the general hiltory of the North,
The Normans, who had fo long been concealed
" by a veil of impenetrable darknefs , fuddenly
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burft forth in the fpirit of naval and military
enterprife. The vaft, and, as it 1s faid, the
populous, regions of Denmark, Sweden, and
Norway, were crowded with independent chief-
tains and defperate adventurers, who fighed in
the lazinefs of peace, and fmlled in the agonies
of death. Firacy was the exercife, the t:arlc,
the glory, and the virtue, of the Scandinavian
youth. Impatient of a bleak climate and narrow
Hmits, they ftarted from the banquet, grafped
their arms, founded their horn, afcended their
ve ffels, and explored every coaft that promifed
either fpoil or fettlement. The Baltic was the
firft fcene of their naval atchievements ; they
iited the caftern fhores, the filent refidence of
ennic and Sclavonian tribes, and the piimitive
s of the lake Ladoga paid a tribute, the
white fquirrels, to thefe ftrangers, whom
tPc‘y falut '--(: with the title of Varangians Rer
Corfarrs. Their fuperiority in arms, difcipline,
and renown, commandm the fear and reverence
of the natives. In their wars againft the more
inland favages, the Varangians condefcended to
erve as friend- and aumhane and gradually,
by choice or conqueft, obtained the dominion
of a people whom they were qualified to protect.
Their tyranny was expelled, their valour was
again recalled, till at length, Ruric, a Scandi-
navian chief, became the father of a dynalty
which reigned above feven hundred years. His
brothers extended his influence : the example
of fervice and ufurpation was imitated by his
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companions in the fo yuthern provinces of Ruffiz;
and their eftablifhments, by the ufual methods
of war and affaffination, were cemented into
the fabric of a powerful monarchy.

As long as the defcendants of Ruric were con-
fidered as aliens and con querors, they ruled by
the fword of the Varangians, diftributed 1 eftates
and fubje@s to their L.uhfui captaigs , and. {up-
plied their numbers with freth ftreams of ad-
venturers from the Baltic coalt’”’. But when
the Scandinavian chiefs bhad [hmk a deep and
pcrman:nt root into the foil, they mingled with

- Ruflians in blood, 1‘eligion, and Inngugge,
and the firt Waladimir had the merit of df‘li\'cr-
ing his country from thefe foreign mercenarie

hey had feated him on the thmne his n\.ins
were infufficient to fatisfy their demandh; but
they '%c.nd to his pleafing advice, that they
fhould feck, not a more grateful, but a more
1 hy, mafter; that they fhould embark for
sreece, where, inftead of the fkins of {quirrels,
ik and gold would be the recompence of their
rvice. At the fame time the Ruflian princc
admonifhed his Byzantine ally to difperfe and
ploy, to recompenfe and refltrain, thefe 1m-
etuous children of the North. Contemporary
vriters have recorded the introduction , name,
character, of the Varangians: each day they
¢ in confidence and efteem; the whole body
was affembled at Conftantinople to perform the
duty of guards; and their ftrength was recruited
by a numerous band of their countrymen from
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¢ # AP theifland of Thule. On this occafion, the vague

LV.

Geongraphy

and trade of
Ruilia,

A. D. 950,

appellation of Thule 1s applied to England; and
the new Varangians were a colony of Englith
and Danes who fled from the yoke of the
Norman conqueror. The habits of pilerimage
and piracy had approximated the countries of
the earth; thefe exiles were entertained in the
Byzantine cpurt; and they preferved , till the
laft age of the empire, the inheritance of fpotlefs
loyalty, and the ufe of the Danifh or Englith
tongue. With their broad and double-edged
battle-axes on their fhoulders, they attended the
Greck emperor to the temple, the fenate, and
the hippodrome; he flept and feafted under their
trufty guard, and the keys of the palace, the
treaflury, and the capital, were held by the firm
and faithful hands of the Varangians *°.

In the tenth century, the geography of Scythia
was extended far beyond the limits of ancient
knowledge; and the monarchy of the Ruffians
obtains a valt and confpicuous place in the map
of Conftantine **. The fons of Ruric were
maflters of the {pacious province of Wolodomir,
or Mofcow; and, if they were confined on that
fide by the hords of the Eaft, their weftern
frontier in thofe early days was enlarged to the
Baltic fea and the country of the Pruffians. Their
northern reign afcended above the fixtieth degree
of latitude, over the Hyperborean regions, which
fancy bad peopled with monfters, or clouded
with eternal darknefs. To the fouth they fol-
lowed the courfe of the Boryfthenes, and
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approached with that river the neighbourhood
of the Euxine fea. The tribes that dwelt, or
wandered’, in this ample circuit were obedient
to the fame conqueror, and infenfibly blended
into the fame nation. The language of Rufla
is a diale¢t of the Sclavonian; but, in the tenth
century, thefe two modes of fpeech were dif-
ferent from each other; and, as the Sclavonian
prevailed in the South, it may be prefumed that
the original Ruffians of the North, the primitive
fubjeds of the Varangian chief, were a portion
of the Fennic race. With the emigration, union,
or diffolution, of the wandering tribes, the loofe
and indefinite pi¢ture of the Scythian defert has
continually fhifted. But the moft ancient map
of Ruffia affords fome places which fiill retain
their name 1(1 pofition; and the two capitals,
Novogorod ** and Kiow *', are coeval with the
firt age of the monarchy. Nowvogorod had not
yet deferved the epithet of great, nor the al-
liance of the Hanfeatic league, which diffufed
the fireams of opulence and the principles of
freedom. Kiow could not yet boaft of three
hundred churches, an innumerable people, and
a degree of greatnefs and fplendour, which was
COml)dl'“d w1th Conftantinople by thofe who
had never feen the refidence of the Czfars. In
their origin, the two cities were no more than
camps or fairs, the moft convenient ftations in
which the Barbarians might affemble for the
occafional bufinefs of war or trade. Yet even
thefe affemblies announce fome progrefs in the
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cuavp arts of fociety; a new breed of cattle was im-
Lv.

ported from the fouthern provinces; and the
fpirit of commercial enterprife pervaded the fea
and land from the Baltc to the Euxine, from
the mouth of the Oder to the port of Conftanti-
nople. In the days of idolatry and barbarifm,
the Sclavonic city of Julin was frequented and
enriched by the ‘\Tormans, who had prudently

fecured a free mart of purchafe and exchange ™.
From this harbour, at the entrance of the Od: er,
the corfair, or merchant, failed in fC)rt}nhl‘L':.
days to the eaftern fhores of the Baltic, the moft
diftant nations were intermingled, and the holy
groves of Curland are faid to hwe been. decorated
with Grecian and Spanifh gold . Between the
fea and Novogorod an caiy mtcrcourf‘ was dil-
covered ; in thc fummer, through a gulf, a lake,
and a navigable river ; in the winter feafon,
over the hard and Ievel furface of boundlefs
fnows. From the neighbourbood of that city,
the Ruffians defcended the fireams that fall into
the Boryfthenes; their cances, of a fingle tree,
were laden with flaves of every age, furs of
every {pecies, the fpoil of their bee hives, and
the hides of their cattle; and the whole plOuHLL
of the North was collected and difcharged in the
magazines of Kiow. ' The month of June was
the ordinary feafon of the departure of the fleet:
the timber of the canoes was framed into the
oars and benches of more folid and capacious

boats; and they proceeded without obftacle down

the Borylthenes, as far as the feven or thirteen
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1idges of rocks, which traverfe the bed, and cH AP
| b precipitate the waters , of the river. At the 1wv.
e more fhallow falls it was fufficient to lighten the
i veflels; but the deeper cataracts were impalable;
and the mariners, who dragged their veffels and
their flaves fix miles over land, were expoled
in this toilfome journey to the robbers of the
defert **. At the firft ifland below the falls, the
Ruffians celebrated the feltival of their efcape;
at a fecond, near the mouth of the river, they
repaired their fhattered vellels for the lOdel and
more perilous voyage of the Black Sea. If they
{tcered along the coalt’, the Danube was accef-
fible ; with a fair wind they could reach
thll‘i)'-ﬁX or forty hours the oppofite [hores of
Anatolia; and Conitantinople admitted the an-
nual vifit of the firangers of the f"TCfth They
returned at the flated feafon with a rich cargo
of corn, wine, and cil, the manufactures of
Greece, and the fpices of India. Some of their
countrymen refided in the capital and provinccs;
and the national treaties ptotegta’l the perfons,
effe@s, and privileges, of the Ruffian merchant **

But the fame commumc:—atio:l which had been yavat expe-
opened for the benefit, was foon abufed for the ditions of the
i o Ruffians
injury, of mankind. In a period of one hundred paing con-
and ninety years, the Ruffians made four at- fantinople.
tempts to plunder the treafures of Conftantinople:
the ‘event was various , but the motive, the
means, and the obje®, were the fame in thefe
naval expeditions *. The Ruffian traders had
feen the magnificence and tafted the luxury .of
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cH AP the city of the Cxfars. A marvellous tale, and
LV.

a fcanty fupply, excited the defires of their favage
countrymen : they envied the gifts of nature
which their climate denied; they coveted the
works of art which they were too lazy to imitate
and too indigent to ‘purchafe: the Varangian
princes unfurled the banners of piratical adventure,
and their braveft foldiers were drawn from the
nations that dwelt in the northern ifles of the
ocean . The image of their naval armaments
was revived in the laft century, in the fleets of
the Cofacks, which iffued from the Borylthenes,
to navigate the fame feas, for a fimilar pur-
pofe **. The Greek appellation of monoxyla, or
fingle canoes, might be jultly applied to the bot-
tom of their veflels.. It was fcooped out of the
long ftem of a beech or willow, but the flight
and narrow foundation was raifed and continued
on either fidé with planks, till it attained the
length of fixty, and the height of about-twelve,
feet. Thele boats were built without a deck,
but with two rudders and a maft; to move with
fails and oars; and to contain from forty to
feventy men , with their arms, and provifions
of frefh water and falt fifth. The firflt trial of the
Ruflians was made with two hundred boats;
but when. the national force was exerted, they
might arm againft Conftantinople a thoufand or
twelve hundred veffels. Their fleet was not
much inferior to the royal navy of Agamemnon,
but it was magnified in the eyes of fear to ten
or fifteen time§ the real proportion of its ftrength
ﬂﬂd.
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anf and numbers. Had the Greek emperors been ¢ u ar.
i endowed with forefight to difcern, and vigour LV.
to prevent, perhaps they might have fealed wlth
a maritime force the mouth, of the Boryfthenes.
T heir indolence abandoned the coalt of Anatolia
to.the calamities of a piratical war , which,
after an interval of fix hundred yearq , again
infelted the Fuxine; but as long as the capital
was refpected , the {ufferings of a diftanc pre-
s vince elcaped the notice both of the prince
of and the hiftortan., The fltorm which had
{fwept along from the Phafis and Trebizond,
at length bm& on the Eofphorm of Thrace; a
itlught of fifteen miles, 1n which the rude vef-
fels of the Ruffian might have been ftopped
and deftroyed by a m!:;rr-‘ {kilful a({Vf*'fary In
their firt enterprife ** under the princes of Kiow, The firk,
. they paffed without oppofition, and occ ;1[,.,1“" D, 3¢5
| ¢ the port of Conltantinople in the ablence of
' the emperor Michael , the fon of Theophilus.
Through a crowd of perils, bhe landed at the
pal'lce-f'tair-:, and immf‘di‘ltf"IY repaired to a
church of the Virgin Mary . By the advice
of the patriarch, her garment, a precious relic,
was drawn from the {fanétvary and dipped in the
fea; and a feafonable tempeft, which determined
the retreat of the Ruffians, was devoutly afcribed
to the mother of God °". The f{ilence of the The fecand,
Greeks may infpire fome doubt of the truth, or DR
at leaft of the importance, of the fecond dtti.‘ILpt
by Oleg the guardian of the fons of Raric i
A ﬂ:oug b..ml\ of arms and fortifications

VoL X. I
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defended the Bofphiorus: they were eluded by the
ulual expedient of drawing the boats over the
ifthmus; and this fimple operation is defcribed
in the national chronicles, as if the Ruflian fleet
had failed over dry land with a brilk and favour-
able gale. The leader of the third armament,
Isor, the fon of Ruric, had chofen a moment
of weaknels and decay, when the naval poyvers
of the empire were employed againft the Saracens.
But if courage be not wanting, the inftruments
of defence are feldom deficient. Fifteen broken
and decayed gallies were bo‘d!y launched again(t
the enemy; but inftead of the fingle tube of

‘Greek fire ufually planted en the prow, the

fides and ftern of each veflel were abundantly
fupplied with .that liquid combuftible. The
engineers were dcxt;ou:., the weather was pro-
pitious ; many thoufand Ruflians , who chofe
rather to L‘= drowned than burnt, leaped into
the fea; and thofe who efcaped to the Thracian
fhore were inhumanly flaughte r ed by the pealants
and foldiers. Yet one thizd of the canoes efcaped
into fhallow “water; and the next fpring Igor

was again prepared to retrieve his difgrace and
. i 63
claim his revenge "', After a long peac , Jarof-

laus, the great-grandfon of Igor, 1:f¢r1‘cd the
fame proje& of a naval invafion. A fleet, under
the command of his fon, was repulfed at the
entrance of the Bofphorus by the fame artificial
flames. But in the raflnefs of purfuit the vanguard
of the Greeks was encompafled by an irrefiftible
multitede of boats and men; their provifion of




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 113

fire was probably exhaufted ; and twenty-four c mar.
allies were either taken, funk, or deftroyed **. v
Yet the threats or calamitics of a Ruffian Negociations
war were more frequently diverted by treaty :;zdc;"“'
than' by arms. la thefe naval -~ hoftilities,

every difadvantage was on the fide of the

cat Greeks : their favage enemy afforded no mercy;

s his poverty promifed no {poil; his impenetrable
retreat deprived the conqueror of the hopes of
s revenge; and the pride or weaknefs of empire

indulged an opinion, that no honour could be
: gained or loft in the intercourfe with Barbarians.
ot At firlt their demands were high and inadmiffible,
three pounds of gold for each foldier or mariner
of the fleet: the Ruffian youth adhered to the
Tl defign of cenquelt and glory; but the counfels
of moderation were recommended by the hoary

fages. “Be content,” they faid, “with the

< liberal offers of Cafar, is it not far better to
< obtain without ‘a combat, the poffeffion of

« gold, filver, filks, and all the objeéts of our

« defires ? Are we fure of wittory? Can we

® conclude a treaty with the fea? We do not

« tread on the land; we float on the abyfls of
water, and a common death hangs over our
“ heads *.” The memory of thefe Aréic. fleets
that feemed to defcend from the Polar circle, lefg
a deep impreflion of terror on the Imperial city.
By the vuigar of every rank , it was afferted and
believed, that an equeftrian ftatue in the fquare
of Taurus, was fecretly infcribed with .a pro-
phecy, how the Ruffians, in the Ilaft days,

3
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fhould ‘become mafters of Conftantinople “. TIn
our own time, a Ruffian armament, inflead of
failing from the Boryfthenes, has circumnavigated
the continent of Europe; and the Turkifh capl-
tal has been threatened by a fquadron of ftrong
and lofty fhips of war, each of which, with its
naval fcience and thundering artillery, could
have funk or fcattered an hundred canoes fuch
as thofe of their anceftors. Perhaps the prefent
generation may yet behold the accomplithment
of the prediction, of a fare prediction, of which
the ftyle is unambiguous and the date unquef-
tionable.

By land the Ruffians were. lefs formidable
than by fea; and as they fought for the moft
part on foot, their irregular legions mult often
have been broken and  overthrown by the
cavalry of the Scythian hords. Yet their grow-
ing towns, however flight and imperfect,; pre-
fented a fhelter to the fubje&@ and a barrier to
the ‘enemy: - the monarchy of Kiow, till a
fatal partition, affumed the dominion of the
North; and the nations from the Volga to the
Danube were fubdued or repelled by the arms
of Swatoflaus “, the fon of Igor, the fon of
Oleg, the fon of Ruric. The vigour of his mind
and body was fortified by the hardfhips of a
military and favage life.  Wrapt in a bear- (kin,
Swatoflaus ufually flept on the ground, his head
reclining on a faddle; his diet was coarfe and
fragal, and, like the herocs of Homer **, his
meat (it was often horfeflefh) was broiled or
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roafted on the coals. The exercife of war gave
ftability and difcipline to his army; and it may
be prefumed, that no foldier was permitted to
tranfcend the luxury of his chief. By an embafly
from Nicephorus, the Greek emperor, he was
moved to undertake the conqueft of Bulgaria,
and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds of gold
was laid at his feet to defray the expence, or
reward the toils, of the expedition. An army
of fixty thoufand men was affembled and em-
barked ; they failed from the Boryfthenes to the
Danube; their landing was effected on the M=fian
{hore, and, after a fharp encounter, the {fwords
of the Ruffians prevailed againft the arrows of
the Bulgarian horfe. The vanquifhed king funk
into the grave; his children were made captive;
and his dominions, as far as mount Hzmus,
were fubdued or ravaged by the northern in-
vaders. RBut inftead of relinquifthing his prey,
and performing his engagements, the Varangian
prince was more difpofed to advance than to
retire ; and, had his ambition been crowned with
fuccefs, the feat of empire in that early period
might have been transferred to a more temperate
and froitful climate. Swatoflaus enjoyed and
acknowledged the advantages of his new pofition,
in which he could unite, by exchange or rapine,
the various produdions of the carth. By an ealy
navigation he might draw from Rufiia the native
commodities of furs, wax, and hydromel: Hun-
gary fupplied him with a breed of horfes and
the fpoils of the Weft; and Greece abounded
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with gold, filver, and the foreign Iuxuries,
which s poverty had affe@ed to difdain: The
bands of Patzinacites, Chozars, and Turks, re-
paired to the flandard of victory; and the am-
baffador of Nicephorns betrayed his troft, af-
fumed the purple, and promifed to fhare with
his new allies the treafures of the Eaftern world.
From the banks of the Danube the Ruffian
prince purfued his march as far as Adrianople ;
2 formal fummons to evacuate the Roman pro-
vince was difmiffed with contempt; and Swatof-
laus fiercely replied, that Conftantinople might
foon exped the prefence of an enemy and a
mafter.

Nicephorus could no longer expel the mifchief
which he bhad introduced; but his throne and
wife were inherited by John Zimifces *’, who, in
a diminutive body, poffefled the fpirit and abili-
ties of an hero. The firk vidory of his licuten-
ants deprived the Ruffians of their foreign al-
lies, twenty thoufand of whom were either de-
ftroyed by the fword, or provoked to revolt, or
tempted to defert. Thrace was delivered, but
feventy thoufand Barbarians were Qill in arms;
and the legions that had been recalled from the
new conquells of Syria, prepared,: with the
return of the fpring, to march under the bap-
ners of a warlike prince, who declared himfelf
the friend and avenger of the injured Bulgaria.
The paffes of mount Hwemus had been left
unguarded ; they were mftantly occupied ; the
Roman vanguard was formed of the immertals (2
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proud imitation of the Perfian ftyle }; the em
peror led the main body of ten thoufand five
Lundred foot; and the reft of his forces followed
ia flow and cautious array with the baggage and
military engines. The firft exploit of Zimifces
was the reducion of Marcianopolis, or Perifth-
Jaba 7%, in two days: the trumpets founded ; the
valls were fcaled; eight thoufand five hundred
Ruffians were put to the fword; and the fons
of the Bulgarian king were refcued from an 1gno-
minious prifon, and invefted with a nominal dia-
dem. After thefe repeated lofles, Swatoflaus re-
tired to the ftrong poft of Driftra, on the banks
of the Danube, and was purfued by an enemy
who alternately employed the arms of celerity
and delay. The Byzantine gallies afcended the
river; the legions completed a line of circum-
vallation; and the Ruffian prince was encompaf-
fed, affaulted, and famifhed, in the fortifications
of the camp and city. Many deeds of valour
were performed; feveral defperate fallies were
attempted; nor was it till afcer a fiege of fixty-
five days that Swatoflaus yielded to his adverfe
fortune. The liberal terms which he obtamed
announce the prudence of the victor, who re-
fpected the valour, and apprehended the defpair,
of an unconquered mind. The great duke of
Ruffia bound himfelf by folemn imprecations to
relinquifh 21l hoftile defigns; a fafe paflage was
opened for his retura; the liberty of trade and
navigation was reftored; a meafure of corn was
difiributed to each of his foldiers; and the allow-
L4
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¢man ance of twenty-two thoufand meafures attells

\r
LVa

Converfion
of Ruflia,
A. D. 864,

the lofs and the remnant of the Barbarians. After
a painful voyage, they again reached the month
of the Boryfthenes; but their provifions were
exhaufted; the feafon was unfavourable; they
pafled the winter on the ice; and, before they
could profecute their march, Swatoflaus was fur-
prifed and opprefled by the neighbouring tribes,
with whom the Greeks entertained a perpetual
and ufeful correfpondence ™. Far different was
the return of Zimifces, who was received in his
capital like Camillus or Marius, the faviours of
ancient Rome. But the merit of the victory was
attributed by the pious emperor to the mother
of God; and the image of the Virgin Mary,
with the divine infant in her arms, was placed
on a triumphal car, adorned with the fpoils of
war and the enfigns of Bulgarian royalty. Zimifces
made his public entry on horfeback ; the diadem
on his head, a crown of laurel in his hand; and
Conftantinople was aftonifhed to applaud the
martial vircues of her fovereign 7.

Photius of Conftantinople, a patriarch whole
ambition was equal to his curiofity , congratu-
Iates himfelf and the Greek church on the con-
verfion of the Ruffiaus ”>. Thofe ferce and
bloody Barbarians had been perfuaded by the
voice of reafon and relizion, to acknowledge
Jefus for their God, the Chriftian miffionaries
for their teachers, and the Romans for their
friends and brethren. His trinmph was tranfient
and premature. In the various fortune of thesr
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piratical adventures, fome Ruffian chiefs might ¢ w 4 ».
allow themfelves to be fprinkled with the waters  Lv.
of baptifm; and a Greek bifhop with the name of
metropolitan , might adminifter the facraments in
the church of Kiow, to a congregation of {laves
and natives. But the feed of the Gofpel was
fown on a barren foil: many were the apoftates,

e, the converts were few; and the baptifm of Olga
al may be fixed as the =ra of Ruffian Chriftianity "
2 A female, perhaps of the bafeft origin, who could
5 revenge the death, and affume the fceptre, of

her hufband lgor, muft have been éndowed with
thofe adive virtues which command the fear and
obedience of Barbarians. In a moment of foreign

and domeflic peace, fhe failed from Kiow to Con-
ftantinople; and the emperor Conftantine Por- g, vian of
phyrogenitus has defcribed with minute diligence oiga,
the ceremonial of her 1‘“c\.p¥10n in his cmltaf anda._D. 955
palace. The fleps, the titles, the fdlutatlons,

the banquet, the prefents, were exquifitely ad-
jufted , to gratify the vanity of the ftranger, with

due reverence to the {uperior majefty of the
purple . In the facrament of baptifm, fhe re-

i ceived the venerable name of the emprefs Helena;

: and her converfion might be preceded or fol-
lowed by her uncle, two interpreters, fixteen
damfels, of an higher, and eighteen of a lower
rank , twenty-two domeftics or minifters, and
forty - four Ruffian merchants ; who compofed the
vetinue of the great princels Olga. After ber
return to Kiow and Novogorod, fhe firmly per-
fified in her new religion; but her labours in the
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propagation of the Gofpel were not crowned
with fuccefs; and both her family and nation
adhered with obftinacy or indifference to the gods
of their fathers. Her fon Swatoflans was appre-
henfive of the fcorn and ridicule of his compa-
nions; and ber grandfon Wolodomir devoted his
youthful zeal to multiply and decorate the mo-
numents of ancient worfhip. The favage deities
of the North were ftill propitiated with human
facrifices: in the choice of the vidtim, a citizen
was preferred to a ftranger, a Chriftian to an
idolater; and the father, who defended his fon
from the facerdota] kuife, was involved in the
fame doom by the rage of a fanatic tumult. Yet
the leffons and example of the pious Olga had
made a decp, though fecret, 1mpr flion on the
minds of the prmcc and people: the Greek mif
fionaries continued to preach, to difpute, and
to baptife; and the ambafladors or merchants of
Ruflia compared the idolatry of the woods with
the elegant fuperftition of, Conftantinople. They
had gazed with admiration on the dome of St
Sophia; the lively pictures of faints and martyrs,
the riches of the altar, the number and veft-
ments of the prieflts, the pomp and order of the
ceremonies ; they were edified by the alternate
fucceflion of devout filence and harmonious fong;
nor was 1t difficult to jjc:fun(.; them, that a choir
of angels defcended each day f;om heaven to
join 1 the devotion, of the Chriftians 7°. But
the converfion of Walodomir was determined or

haftened by bis defire of a Roman bride. At
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¢ the fame time, and in the city of Cherfon, the ¢ 1 a >
sy . rites of baptiim and marriage were celebrated LVa
by the Chriftian pontiff: the city he refiored to
the emperor Bafil, the brother of his fpoufe; but
the brazen gates were tranfported, as it is faid,
to Novogorod, and erected before the firft church
as a trophy of his vidtory and faith . At his
defpotic command, Peroun, the ged of thunder,
whom he had fo long adored, was dragged
through the ftreets of Kiow; and twelve fturdy
Barbarians battered with clubs, the misthapen
image , which was indignantly caft into the
; waters of the Boryfthenes. The edi of Wolo-
-y domir had proclaimed, that all who fhould refufe
the rites of baptifm would be treated as the eue-
mies of God and their prince; and the rivers
were inftantly filled with many thoufands of obe-
dient Ruffians , who acquiefced in the truth and
excellence of a dodrine which had been em-
; braced by the great duke and his boyars. In the
P next generation, the relics of paganifm were
e finally extirpated; but as the two brothers of
Wolodomir had died without baptifm, their bones
were taken from the grave, and fan&ified by an
irregular and pofthumous facrament.

In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries of curitianity
the Chriftian xra, the reign of the gofpel and of °f the Noreth
the church, was cxtended over Bulgaria, Hun- PR
gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Poland, and Ruffia ™. The triumphs
of apoftolic zeal were repeated in the iron age of
Chriftianity ; and the northern and caltern regions
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of Europe fubmitted to a religion, more different
in theory than in practice , from the worfhip of
their pative idols. A laudable ambition excited
the monks, both of Germany and Greece, to
vifit the tents and huts of the Barbarians: poverty,
hardfhips, and dangers, were the lot of the firt
miflionaries ; their ¢ourage was active and patient;
their motive pure and meritorious; their prefent
reward confilted in the teltimony of their confci-
ence and the relpe@ of a grateful people; but the
fruitful harveflt of their toils was inherited and
enjoyed by the proud and wealthy prelates of
fucceeding times. The firlt converfions were free
and fpontaneous: an holy life and an eloquent
tongue were the only arms of the miffionaries;
but the domeftic fables of the Pagans were filenced
by the miracles and vifions of the ftrangers; and
the favourable temper of the chiefs was accelerated
by the dictates of vanity and intereft. The leaders
of nations, who were faluted with the titles of
kings and faints ”°, held it lawful and pious to
impofe the Catholic faith on their fubjects and
neighbours: the coaft of the Baltic, from Holltein
to the gulf of Finland, was invaded under the
ftandard of the crofs; and the reign of idolatry
was clofed by the converfion of Lithuania in the
fourteenth century. Yet truth and candour muft
acknowledge, that the converfion of the North
mmparted many temporal benefits both to the old
and the new Chriftians. The rage of war, in-
herent to the human fpecies, could not be healed
by the evangelic precepts of charity and peace;
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and the ambition of Catholic princes has renew-
ed in every age the calamities of hoftile conten-
tion. But the admiffion of the Barbarians into
the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical fociety deli-
vered Hurope from the depredations, by fea
and land, of the Normans, the Hungarians, and
the Ruflians, who learned to fpare their brethren
and cultivate their poffeffions **.. The eftablifh-
ment of law and order was promoted by the
influence of the clergy; and the rudiments of art
and fcience were introduced into the favage
countries of the globe. 'The liberal piety of the
Ruffian princes engaged in their fervice the moft
{kilful of the Greeks, to decorate the cities and
inftruét the inhabitants: the dome and the paint-
ings of St. Sophia were rudely copied in the
churches of Kiow and Novogorod: the writings
of the fathers were tranflated into the Sclavonic
idiom; and three hundred noble youths were in-
vited or compelled to attend the leffons of the
college of Jaloﬂauq It fhould appear that Ruf-
fia might have derived an early and rapid im-
provement from her peculiar connedtion with the
church and ftate of Conftantinople, which in
that age fo jultly defpifed the ignorance of the
Latins. But the Byzantine nation was fervile,
folitary , and verging to an halty dechine: after
the fall of Kiow, the navigation of the Boryft-
henes was forgotten, the. great princes of Wolo-
domir and Mofcow were feparated from the fea
and Chriftendom; and the divided monarchy
was opprefled by the ignominy and blindnefs of
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Tartar {fervitude **. The Sclavonic and Scandi-
navian kingdoms, which had been converted by
the Latin miffionaries, were expofed, it is truey
to the fpiritual jurifdiGion and temporal claims
of the popes*’; but they were united, in lan-
guage and religions worfhip, with ecach other,
and with Rome; they imbibed the free and ge-
nerous {pirit of the European republic, and gra-
dually fhared the light of knowledge which arofe
on the weftern world.
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