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CONDUCT OF A DISCOURSE. — THE
ARGUMENTATIVE PART.—-THE PA-
THETIC PART, — THE PERORATION.

LEcCT. :E”Q treating of the conltituent parts of a regular
XXXH. Difcourfe or Oration, I have already con ,ldq“d
!l]f‘ Introdudtion, the Diwvifion and the Nar-
on or li\phCL tion. I proceed next to treat of
]\, argumentative or rcafoning Part of a Dif-
courfe. In whatever place, or on whatever fubject
one {peaks, this beyond doubt 15 of the greateft
confequence. For the great end for whlch men
{peak on any ferious occuﬁon . 1s to convince
their hearers of fomething being either true, or
right, or good ; and , by means of this conviction,
to influence their practice. Reafon and Argument |
make the foundation, as I have often inculcated,
of all manly and perfuafive Eloquence.

Now , with refpe&t to Arguments , three
things are requifite. Firft, the invention of them;
fecondly, the proper difpofition and arrangement
of them; and thirdly, the exprefling of them in
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fuch a ftyle and manner, as to give them their
full force.

Tue firlt of thefe, Invention, is, without
doubt, the moft material, and the oround-work
of the reft. But, with refpect to this, I am afraid
it is beyond the power of art to give any real
afiftance. Art cannot go fo far, as to fupply a
Speaker with arguments on cvery caufe, and
every fubject; though it may be of confiderable
ufe in afiifting him to arrange, and exprefs thofe,
which his knowledge of the fubjet has dif-
covered. For it is one thing to difcover the
reafons that are moft proper to convince men,
and ancther, to manage thofe reafons with molt
advantage. The latter is all that Rhetoric can
pretend to.

Tug ancient Rhetoricians did indeed attempt
to go much farther than this. They attempted to
{form Rhetoric into a more complete {yftem; and
profefled not opnly to affit Public Speakers in
fecting off their arguments to moft advantage ;
but to {upply the defect of their invention, and
to teach them where to find arguments on every
fabje& and caufe. Hence their Dodrine of Topics,
or * Loci Communes, ~ and * Sedes Argumen-
« torum , ” which makes fo great a figure in the
writings of Ariftotle , Cicero and Quinétilian.
Thefe Topics or Loci, were no other than general
ideas applicable to a great many different fubjedts,
which the Orator was directed to confult. in
order to find out materials for his Speech. They
had their intrinfic and extrinfic Loci; fome Loci,
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that were common to all the different kinds of
Public Speaking, and fome that were peculiar to
each. The common or general Loci, were fuch
as Genus and Species, Caufe and Effe, Antece-
dents and Confequents, Likenefls and Contrariety,
Definition, Circumftances of Time and Place;
and a great many move of the fame kind. For
each of sthe different kinds of Public Speaking,
they had their “ Loci Perfonaram, ” and  Loct
¢« Rerum: ” As in demonftrative Orations, for
anftance, the heads from which any one could
be decried or praifed ; his birth, his country,
his education, his kindred, the qualities of his
body, the qualities of his mind , the fortune he
enjoyed, the ftations he had filled, &c. and 1n
Deliberative Orations, the Topics that might be
ufed in recommending any public meafure, or
diffuading from it; fuch as, honefty, juftice ,
facility , profit, pleafure, glory, afiiftance from
friends, mortification to enemies, and the like.
Tue Grecian Sophifts were the firlt inventors
of this artificial {fyltem of Oratory; and they
fhowed a prodigious fubtilty , and fertility 1n the
contrivance of thefe Loci. Succeeding Rhetori-
cians, dazzled by the plan, wrought them up
into fo regular a fyftem, that one would think
they meant to teach how a perfon might mecha-
nically become an Qrator, without any genius at
all. They gave him receipts for making Speeches,
on all manner of fubjects. At the fame time, it
is evident . that though this ftudy of common
places might produce very fhowy academical
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declamations, it could never produce ufeful dif-
courfes on real bufinefs. The Loci indeed fupplied
a molt exuberant fecundity of matter. One who
had no other aim, but to talk copioufly and
plaufibly, by confulting them on every fubject,
and laying hold of all that they fuggefted, might
difcourfe without end; and that too, though he
had none but the moft fuperficial knowledge of
his fubje@. But fuch Difcourfe, could be no
other than trivial. What is truly folid and perfua-
five, muft be drawn “ ex vifceribus caufe, ”
from a thorough knowledge of the fubjet, and
profound meditation on it They who would
diret ftudents of Oratory to any other fources
of Argumentation, only delude them; and by
attempting to render Rhetoric too perfect an
art, they render it, in truth, a trifling and
childifh {tudy.

ON this do@rine, therefore, of the Rhetorical
Loci or Topics, I think it fuperfluous to infift.
If any think that the knowledge of them may
contribute to improve their invention, and extend
their views , they may confult Ariftotle and
Quindilian , - or what Cicero has written on this
head, in his Treatife De Inventione, his Topica,
and Second Book De Oratore. But when they are
to prepare a Difcourfe, by which they purpofe
to convince a Judge, or to produce any confi-
derable effe&t upon an Affembly, I would advife
them to lay afide their common places, and to
think clofely of their fubjed. Demofthenes I dare
fay, confulted none of the Loci, when he was
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inciting the Athenians to take arms againft Philip;
and where Cicero has had recourfe to them,
his Orations are fo much the worle on that
account
I proOCEED to what is of more real ufe, to
oint out the affiftance that can be given. not
with refped to the invention, but with refpe to
the difpofition, and condu@ of Arguments.
Two different methods may be ufed by
Orators in the condud of their reafoning; the
terms of art for which are, the Analytic, and
the Synthetic method. Tln. Analytic is, when
the Orator conceals his intention concerning the
point he is to prove. till he has gradually brought
his hearers to the defigned conclufion. They are
led on ftep by ftep. from one known truth to
another, till the conclufion be ftolen upon them,
as the mLu;al confequence of a chain of propo-
fitions. As, for 1.1&:1.1\_,!_, when one 1ntending to
prove the being of 2 God, {ets out with obferving
that every thing which we fee in the world has
had a beginning; that whatever has a beginning,
muft have had a prior caufe; that in-human
produétions , art fhown 1 the effe@ necellarily
infers defign in the caufe; and procecds leading
you on from onc caufe to another, ull you
arrive at cne {upreme firlt caufe, from whom is
derived all the order and defign vifible in his
works. This is much the fame with the Socratic

method , by which that Philofopher filenced the

Sophifts of his age. It 15 a very artful method of
reafoning ; may be carried on with much beauty,
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and is proper to be ufed when the hearers are L x ¢ T,
much prejudiced agaioft any truth , and by XXXIL
imperceptible fteps muft be led to conviction.
Bur there are few fubjects that will admit this
method, and not many occafions on which it 1s
proper to be employed. The mode of reafoning
) molt generally ufed, and moft fuited to the train
of Popular Speaking, is what is called the Syn-
thetic; when the point to be proved is fairly
laid down, and one Arcument after another 1s
made to bear upon it, till the hearers be fully
convinced.

Now, in all arguing , one of the firlt things
to be attended to is, among the various Argu-
ments which may occur upon a caufe, to make
to a proper féle@tion of fuch as appear to onc’s felf
m, the moft folid; and to employ thefe as the chief

y means of perfuafion. Every Speaker fhould place
himfelf in the fituation of a hearer, and think
Lhow he would be affe@ed by thofe realons,
which bLe purpofes to employ for perfuading
others. For he muflt not expec to impofe on
mankind by mere arts of Speech. They are not
fo cafily impefed on, as Public Speakers are
fometimes apt to think. Shrewdnefs and fagacity
are found among all ranks; and the Speaker may
be praifed for his fine Difcourfe, while yet the
. Learers are not perfuaded of the truth of any one
et thing he has uttered.

' SuppoSING the Arguments properly chofen, it
is evident that their effe& will , in fome meafure,
pesi depend on the right arrangement of them; fo as
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they fhall not juftle and embarrafs one another;
but give .mutual aid; and bear with the faireft
and fulleft dire®ion on the point in view. Con-
cerning this, the following rules may be taken:
Ix the firfk place, avoid blending Arguments
confufedly together, that are of a fepalate nature.
All Arguments whatever are directed to prove
one or other of thefe three things; that fomcthmg
is true; that 1t is morally ;1oht or fit ; or that it
is profitable and good. Thm, ma[\b the three
-great fubje@s’ of difcuflion among mankind;
'Jluth, Duty, and Intereft. But the Arguments
directed towards either of them are mncucally
diftin@; and he who blends them all under one
Topic, which he calls his Argument, as, in
Sermons , efpeci: ll}y, i1s too often done, will
render his reafoning indiftin&, and inelegant.
Suppofe, for inftance, that I am recommending
to an Audience Benevolence, or the Love of our
Neighbour; and that I take my firk Argument,
from the inward fatisfa&ion which a benevolent
temper affords; my fecond, from the obligation
which the example of Chrift lays upon us to this
duty; and my third, from its tendency to procure
us the good-will of all around us; my arguments
are good, but I have arranged them wrong: for
my firlt and third Arguments are taken from
confiderations of intereft , internal peace , and
external advantages; and ocm cen thefe, I have
mtmduccd one, which refts wholly upon duty.
I fhould have kept thofe clafies of Arguments,
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which are addreffed to different principles in LEC ™
, himan nature, feparate and diftinct. , XXXIIL
In' the fecond place, With regard to the
different ‘degrees of ftrength in Arguments, the
i general rule is, to-advance in the way of climax,
« ut angeatur femper, & increfcat oratio. * This
efpecially is to be the courfe, when the Speaker
has a clear caufe, and is confident that he can
prove it fully. He may then adventure to begin
with feebler arguments; rifing gradually, and not
putting forth his whole ftrength till the laft,
when he can truft to his making a fuccefsful
impreflion on the minds of hearers, prepared by
»  what has' gaone before. But this rule is not to be
i always followed. For , if he diftrufts his caufe,
il and has but one material Argument on which to
lay the firefs, putting lefs confidence in the reft,
in this cafe, it is often proper for him'to place
this material Argument in the front; to preoccupy
the hearers early, and make the firongeft effort
at firk; that, haviog removed prejudices, and
difpofed them to be favourable, the reft of his
reafoning may be liftened to with more docility.
When it happens, that amidit a variety of Argu-
ments , - there. are one or two which we are
fenfible are ‘more inconclufive than the relt and
yet proper to be ufed, Cicero advifes to place
thefe in the middle, as a ftation lefs confpicuous
than either the beginning , or the end, of the
train of reafoning
Ix the third place, When our Arguments are
firong and fatistadtory, the more they are diftin-
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guifhed and treated apart from each other, the
better. Each can then bear to be brought out by
itfelf, placed in its full light, amplified and refted
upon. But when our Arguments are doubtful,
and only of the prefumptive kind, it is fafer to
throw them together in a crowd, and to run
them into one another: *“ ut quez funt naturi
“ imbecilla, 7 as Quindilian {peaks, * mutuo
“ auxilio fuftineantur; ” that though infirm of
themfelves, they may ferve mutually to prop
each other. He gives a good example, in the cafe
one who was accufed of murdering a relation,
to whom he was heir. Dire& proof was wanting;
but, * you expected a fucceflion, and a great
« fucceffion; you was in diftreft circumftances;
 you was pufhed to the utmoltby your credit.
“ ors; you had offended your relation, who
“ had made you his heir; you knew that he was
¢ juft then intending to alter his will; no tme
% was o be:loft. Rach of thefe particulars , by
« atfelf, ” fays the Author, ¢ is inconclufive;
but when they were 2 lembled in one groupe,
they have effect. ’

OF the diftin& Amplification of one perfualive
Argument, we have a moft beautiful example,
in Cicero’s Oration for Milo. The Argument is
taken, from a circumitance of time. Milo was
candidate for the Confulthip; and Clodius was
killed a few_days before the cle@ion. He alks, if
any one could believe that Milo would be mad
enough, at fuch a critical time, by a moft odious

affaflin ation, to alienate from himfelf the favour

of
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of the people, whofe fuffrages he was fo anx muﬂy Ligic s
courting ? This Argument, the moment 1t i1s XXXII.
fuqrrcf’cul appears to have confiderable weight.

But it was uvot- enough, fimply to fuggelt it; it

could bear to be dwelt upon, and brough.t out

into full light. ‘The Orator, therefore, draws a
Juﬂ: and firiking picture of that follmtom attens

tion with whlc’h candidates, at fuch a feafon,
always found it neceffary to cultivate the good
opinion of the people. * Quo tempore, " fays he,

¢ (fcio eunim quam timida fit ambitio, quantaque

“ & quam follicita, cupiditas confulatis ) omnia

1 ? P )
“ non modo quee reprchendi palam, fed etiam
(19

quz .obfcure cogitari pofilmt, timemus. Rumo-
rem, fabulam fiGam & falfam, pgrlﬂorrefrm'gu-.,

: ora omoium atque oculos intuemur. Nihil enim
“ eft tam tencrum, tam aut fragile aut ﬂe*{ib:le,
Loy “ quam voluntas erga nos fenfufque civium, qui
** non modo mproLu"ttL irafcuntur can.jldmomm,
¢ fed ctiam in redte factis feepe faftidiunt. ” From
all which he moft juftly concludes, * Hunc diem
“ jgitur Campi-, fperatum atque cxoptatum ,
fibi proponens Milo, cruentis manibus, fcelus
« atque facinus pre fe ferens, ad illa centuria-
rum aufpicia VCl]lLbdt ? Quam hoc in illo
minimum credibile ! *” But though fuch amplis

119

1

"

* “ Well do T know to what length the timidity goes of
fuch asare candidates for publick offices , and how many
anxious cares and attentions, a canvafs for the Conful..
fhip neceffurily carries along with it. On {uch an ccca-
fion, we are afiaid not only of what we may openly be

reproached with , but of what ethers may think of us lr1
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fication as this be extremely beautiful , I muft
add a caution.

- IN the fourth place, againft extending Argu-
ments too far, and multiplying them too much.
This ferves rather to render a caufe fufpected,
than to give it weight. An unneceflfary multi-
plicity of Arguments, both burdens the memory,
and detracts from the weight of that convidion,
which a few well chofen Arguments carry. Itis
to be oblerved too, - that in the Amplification of
Arguments , a diffufe and fpreading method , be-
yond -the bounds of reafonable illufiration, is
always enfeebling. It takes off greatly from that
“ vis et acumen, =~ which fhould be the diftin-
guifhing character of the Argumentative Part of
a Dilcourfe. When a Speaker dwells long
on a favourite Argument, and feeks to turn
it into every pofiible light, it almoft always
happens, that, fatigued with the effort, he lofes
the fpirit with which he fet out; and concludes
“ fecret. The flightelt rumour, the moft improbzble tale
“ that can be devifed to our prejudice, alarms and difcon-
““ certs us. We ftudy the countenance , and the lcoks, of
¢ all around ws. For nothing is fo delicate , fo frail, and
 uncertain, as the publick favour. Qur fellow citizens
not only are jufily offended with the vices of candidates,
but even on occafion of meritorious actions, are apt to
conceive capricious difgufts. Ts there then the leaft cre-
dibilicy , that Milo, after having fo long fixed his atten-
tion on the important and withed for day of election,
would dare to have any thoughts of prefenting himfelf
before the auguft Aflembly of the People, as a murder-
er and aflallin, with his hands embrued in blood ?

with

(49

(44
(14
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wl with feeblenefs , what he began with force. L& ¢ T.
There is a proper temperance in reafoning , as XXXII,
there is in other parts of a Difcourle.

AfTER due attention given to the proper
arrangement of Arguments , what Is next re-
quifite for their fuccefs, is to exprefs them in
fuch a ftyle, and to deliver them in fuch a
manner, as [hall give them full force. On thefe
heads I muft refer the Reader to the directions
I have given in treating of Style, in former
Lectures ; and to the directions 1 am afterwards

] to give concerning Pronunciation and Delivery.

I prOCEED , therefore , next, to another

P effential part of Difcourfe which I mentioned

tof as the fifth in order, that is, the Pathetic; in

which , if any where, Eloquence reigns, and
exerts its power. 1 fhall not, in beginning this

. head, take up time in combating the fcruples of

s thofe who have moved a quefltion ; whether it

be confiftent with firmnefs and candour in a Public

Speaker; to addrefs the paffions of his Audience ? .

Thisis a queltion about words alone, and which

common fenfe eafily determines. In enquiries

after mere truth, in matters of {imple information
and inftruction , there is no queftion that the
pallions have no concern, and that all attempts
to move them are abfurd. Wherever convicion
1s the object, it is the underftanding alone that
is to be applied to. It is by argument and rea-
foning, that one man attempts to faticfy another
of what 1s true, or right, or juft; but if per-
fuafion be the obje&, the cafe is changed. In all

3
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that relates to practice, there is no man who
ferioufly means to perfuade another, but addreffes
him{clf to his paffions more or lefs ; for this plain
reafon , that paffions are the great {prings of
human action. The moft virtuous man, in treat-
ing of the moft virtuous fubject, feeks to touch
the heart of him to whom he fpeaks; and makes
no feruple to raife his indignation at injuftice ,
or his pity to the diftreft, though pity and
indignation be paffions.

Iy treating of this part of Eloquence, the an-
cients made the fame fort of attempt as they
employed with refpe& to the argumentative part,
in order to bring Rhetoric into a more perfec
fyftem. They enquired metaphyfically into the
nature of every paflion; they gave a definition,
and a defcription of it; they treated of 1ts caufes,
its effects , and its concomitants; and thence
deduced rules for working upon it. Ariftotle in
particular has, in his Treatife upon Rhetoric,
difcuffed the nature of the paflions with much
profoundnefs and fubtilty ; and what he has
written on that head, may be read with no
fmall profit, as a valuable piece of Moral Philo-
fophy; but whether it will have any effet 1n
rendering an Orator more pathetic, is to me
doubtful. It is not, Tam afraid, any philofophical
knowledge of the paffions, that can confer this
talent. We muft be indebted for it to Nature,
to a certain {trong and happy fenfibility of mind;
and one may be a moft thorough adept in all
the fpeculative knowledge that can be acquired
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concerning the paffions , and remain at the fame
time a cold and dry Speaker. The ufe of rules
and inftructions on this, or any other part of
Oratory, is not to fupply the want of genius,
but to direct it where it is found, into its proper
channel ; to affift it in exerting itfelf with moft
advantage, and to prevent the errors and extra-
vagancies into which 1t is fometimes apt to run.
On the head of the Pathetic, the following
directions appear to me to be ufeful.

Tue firft is to confider carefully , whether
the fubject admit the Pathetic, and render it
proper; and ifit does, what part of the Difcourfe
1s the molt proper for attempting it. ‘To determine
thefe points belongs to good {fenfe; for it is
evident , that there are many fubjeds which
admit not the Pathetic at all, and that even in
thofe that are fufcepuble of it, an attempt to
excite the paffions in the wrong place, may
expofe an Orator to tidicule. All that can be
faid in general is, that if we expect any emotion
which we raife to have a lafting effet, we mult
be careful to bring over to our fide, in the firlt
place , the underftanding and judgment. The
hearers mult be convinced that there are good
and fufficient grounds, for their entering with
warmth 1nto the caufe. They muft be able to
juftify to themfelves the paffion which they feel ;
and remain fatishied - that they are not carried
away by mere deluficfi. Unlefs their minds be
brought into this ftate, although they may have
been heated by the Orator’s difcourfe, yet, ag

Bba
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foon as he ceafes to fpeak , they will refume
their ordinary tone of thought; ard the emotion
which he has raifed will die entirely away.
Hence moft writers aflign the Pathetic to the
Peroration or Conclufion , as its natural place;
and no doubt, all other things being equal, this
is the impreflion that one would chufe to make
laft , leaving the minds of the hearers warmed
with the fubje@, after argument and realoning
had produced their full effect: but wherever it
is introduced , I mult advife,

N the fecond place, never to fet'apart a head
of difcourfe in form, for raifing any paffion;
never give warning that you are about to be
pathetic ; and call- upon your hearers, as 1s
fometimes done, to follow you in the attempt.
This almoft never fails to prove a refrigerant to
pafion. Tt puts the hearers immediately on
their guard, and difpofes them for criticifing ,
much more than for being moved. The indiredt
method of making an impreflion is likely to be
more fuccefsful ; when you feize the critical
moment that is faveurable to emotion, in what-
ever part of the difcourfe it occurs; and then,
after due preparation, throw in fuch circumftan-
ces, and prefent fuch glowing images, as ma
kindle their paffions before they are aware. This
can often be done more happily , in a few
fentences infpired by natural warmth, than in a
fong and ftudied Addrels.

In the third place, It is neceffary to obflerve,
that there is a great difference between [howing
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the hearers that they ought to be moved, and
a‘tually moving them. This diftinction is not
futficiently attended: to efpecially by Preachers,
who, if they have a head in their Sermon to (how
how much we are bound to be grateful to God,
or to be compafiionate to the ditrelt, are apt to
imagine this to be a pathetic part. Now, all the
Arguments you produce to fhow me, why it is
my duty , why 1t 1s reafonable and fit, thac I
fhould be moved in a certain way, go no further
than to difpofe or prepare me for entering into
fuch an emotion; but they do not actually excite
it. To every emotion or paffion, Nature has
adapted a fet of correlponding objedts ; and,
without fetting thele before the mind, it is not
in the power of any Orator to raife that emotion.
Iam warmed with gratitude, I am touched with
compaffion, not when a Speaker fhows me
that thefe are noble difpofitions, and that it is
my duty to feel them; or when he exclaims
againft me for my indifference and coldnefs.  All
this time, he 1s f{peaking only to my reafon or
confcience. He mult deferibe the kindnefs and
tendernefs of my friend; he mult fet before me
the diftrefs fuffered by the perfon for whom he
would intere(t me ; then, and not till then my heart
begins to be touched, my gratitude or my compaf-
fion begin to flow. The foundation, therefore,
of all fuccefsful execution in the way of Pathetic
Oratory is, to paint the obje& of that paffion
which we wifh to raife, in the moft natural and
{firiking manner; to defcribe it with fuch circum-
Bbgj
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ftances as are likely to awaken it in the minds of
others. Every paffion 1s moft firongly excited
by fenfation; as anger, by the feeling of an
ijury, or the prefence of the injurer. Next to
the influence of Senfe, is that of Memory; and
next to Memory is, the influence of the Imagin-
ation. Of this power, therefore, the Orator
muft avail himfelf, fo as to firike the imagination
of the hearers with circumftances which , in
luftre and fteadinefs, refemble thofe of Senfation
and Remembrance. In order to accomplifh this,

Ix the {fourth place, the only effectual method
1s, to be moved yourfelves. There are a thou-
fand interelting circumftances fuggefted by real
paffion , which no art can imitate , and no
refinement can fupply. There 1s obvioufly a
contagion among the paffions.

Ut ridentibus arrident, fic flentibus adflent,
Humani vultus.

The internal emotion of the Speaker adds a
Pathos to his words , his looks, his geftures,
and his whole manner , which exerts a power
almoft irrefiftible over thofe who hear him *.

* € Quid enim aliud eft caufie ut lugentes, utique in recenti
“ dolore, difertiffime quzdam exclamare videantur; et
““ ira nonnunquam in indoctis quoque eloguentiam faciat;
quam quod illis ineft vis mentis, et veritas ipfa morum ?
quare in iis qua verifimilia effe volemus, fimus ipfi
fimiles eorum qui vere patiuntur, affectibus; et a tali
animo proficifcatur oratio qualem facere judicem volet. ---
Afficiamur antequam afficere conemur. ”
QUINGT, Lib. 6.
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But on this point, though the molt material of
all,'1 fhall not now infift, as I have often had
occafion before to fhow , that all attempts
towards becoming Pathetic, when we are not
moved ourfelves, expofe us to certain ridicule.

QUuUINCTILIAN, who difcourfes upon the fubject
with much good fenfe, takes pains to inform us
of the method which he ufed, when he was a
Public Speaker, for entering into thofe paflions
which he wanted to excite in others; fetting
before his own imagination what he calls,
“ Phantafiz” or © Vifiones, ” ftrong pictures of
the diftrefs or indignities which they had fuffered,
whofe caufe he was to plead, and for whom he
was to intereft his hearers; dwelling upon thefe,
and putting himfelf in their ficuation, till he was
affeted by a paflion fimilar to that which the
perfons themfelves had felt *. To this method he
attributes all the fuccefs he ever had in Public
Speaking; and there can be no doubt that what-
ever tends to increafe an Orator’s fenfibility, wiil
add greatly to his Pathetic Powers.

* ¢ {Jt hominem occifum querar; non omnia quz in re
prefenti aceidifle credibile eft, in oculis habebo? Non
percuffor ille fubitus erumpet ? non expavefcet circum-
ventus ? exclamabit, vel rogabit , vel fugiet ? non ferien-
tem , non concidentem videbo ? non animo fanguis, et
pallor, et gemitus, extremus denique expirantis hiatus,
infidet ? — Ubi vero mileratione opus erit, nobis ea de
quibus querimur accidifle credamus , atque id animo
'noftro perfuadeamus. Nos illi fimus, quos® gravia, indi-
gna, triftia, paffos queramur, Nec agamus rem quafi
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In the fifth place, It is neceflary to attend
to the proper language of the paffions. We
fhould oblerve in what manner any one exprefles
himfelf who is under the power of a real and a
ftrong paffion ; and we f{hall always find his
Language unaffedted and fimple. It may be ani-
mated , indeed , with bold and ftrong figures,
but it will have no ornament or finery. He is not
at leifure to follow out the play of imagination.
His mind being wholly feized by one objed
which has heated it, he has no other aim, but
to reprefent that, in all its circumftances. as
ftrongly as he feels it. This muft be the Style of
the Orator, when he would be pathetic; and
this will be his Style, if he fpeaks from real
fecling; bold, ardent, fimple. No fort of defcrip-
tion- will then fucceed , but what is written
“ fervente calamo. ” If he ftay till he can work
up his Style, and polifh and adorn it, he will
infallibly cool his own ardour; and then he will
touch the heart no more. His compofition will
become frigid ; it will be the Language of one
who defcribes | but who does not feel. We muft
take notice, that there is a great difference be-
tween painting to the imagination, and painting
to the heart. The one may be done coolly, and
at leifure : the other, mult always be rapid and
ardent. In the former, art and labour may be

* alienam ; fed affumamus parumper illum dolorems, Tta

* dicemys quee in fimili noftro caft di®uri efemus. ”

Lib. ¢,




O EBiA DTS EORRS B 277

fuffered to appear; in the latter, no effect can
follow , unlefs 1t feem to be the work of nature
only.

Ix the fixth place, Avoid interweaving any
thing of a foreign nature with the pathetic parc
of a Difcourfe. Beware of all digreffions , which
may interrupt or turn afide the natural courfe of
the pai’ﬁon 5 when once it begins to rife and
fwell. Sacrifice all beauties, however bright and
thowy , which would divert the mind from the
pxmcqn] obje&t , and which would amufe the
imagination, rather than touch the heart. Hence
coznp_l.ifo... are always dangerous, and generally
quite improper, in the mid{t of paflion. Beware
even of reafoning unleafonably ; or, at leaft, of
carrying on a long and fubtile train of reafoning,
on occafions when the principal aim 1s to excite
warm emotions.

In the laft place, Never attempt prolonging
the Pathetic too much. Warm emotions are too
violent to be lafting*®. Study the proper time of
making a retreat; of making a tranfition from the
paffionate to the calm tone; in fuch a manner,

* ¢ Nunguam debet effe longa miferatio; nam cum
veros dplores mitiget tempus , citius ev .mefm: ; necefle
“ eft illa, quam dicendo effinximus, imago: in qua, fi

 moramur, lacrymis fatigatur auc ditor , et requiefcit; et
“ ab illo quem ceperat impetu, in rationem redit, Non
(13

patiamur igitur fiigefcere hoc opus; et affectum, com
ad fummum perduxerimus , relinquumus; nec {peremus
fore , ut aliena mala quifguam diu pioret.”

QuineT, L, 6.
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however, as to defcend without falling, by keep-
ing ‘up the fame ftrain of Sentiment that was
carried on before , though now exprefling it with
more moderation. Above all things, beware of
ftraining paffion too far; of attempung to riife
it to unnatural heights. Preferve always a due
regard to what the hearers will bear; and remem-
ber, that he who ftops not at the proper point;
who attempts to carry them farther, m paffion,
than they will follow him, deftroys his whole
defign. By endeavouring to warm them too
much , he takes the moft effectual method of
freezing them completely.

HAviNG given thefe rules concerning the
Pathetic, I fhall give one example from Cicero,
which will ferve to illuftrate feveral of them,
particularly the laft. Tt thall be taken from his
Iaft Oration againft Verres, wherein he defcribes
the cruelty exercifed by Verres. when Governor
of Sicily , againft one Gavius, a Roman citizen.
This Gavius had made his efcape from prifon,
into which he had been thrown by the Governor;
and when juft embarking at Meffina . thinking
himfelt now fafe, had uttered fome threats, that
when he had once arrived at Rome, Verres
fhould hear of him, and be brought to account
for having put a Roman citizen in chains. ~The
Chief Magiltrate of Meffina, a creature of Verres's,
inftantly apprelends him, and gives inform-
ation of his threatenings. The behaviour of
Verres, on this occafion:, is deferibed in the moft
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piGurefque manner, and with all the colours LECT.
which! were proper, in order to excite againft XXXIL
him the public indignation. He thanks the Ma-
giftrate of Meffina for his diligence. Filled with
rage, he comes into the Forum; orders Gavius
to be brought forth, the executioners to attend,
and acainft the laws, and contrary to the well-
known privileges of a Roman citizen, commands
him to be ftripped naked, bound, and fcourged pub-
licly in a cruel manner. Cicero then proceeds thus ;
« Cwmdebatur virgis , in medio foro Meflanz,
« civis Romanus, Judices!” every word rifes
above another in deferibing this flagrant enormi-
ty; and, “Judices,” is brought out at the end
with the greateft propriety: ¢ Czdebatur virgis,
“ in medio foro Meflane, civis Romanus,
Judices ! cum interea, nullus gemitus , nulla vox
alia iltius miferi, inter dolorem crepitumque
plagarum audiebatur, nifi hze, Civis Romanus
fum. Hac fe commemoratione civitatis, omnia
verbera depulfurum a corpore arbitrabatur. Is
« non modo hoc non perfecit , ut virgarum vim L
« deprecaretur, fed cum imploraret {epius ufur- i
paretque nomen civis, crux, Crux inquam,
infelici ifto & =mrumnofo, qui nunquam iftam
« poteftatem wviderat , comparabatur. O nomen
« dulce libertatis ! O jus eximium noftra civitatis !
' O Lex Porcia, legefque Sempronie! —Huccine
omnia tandem reciderunt, ut civis Romanus,
in provincia populi Romani, in oppido fede-
« ratorum, ab eo qui beneficio Populi Romani
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“ fafces et fecures haberct, deligatus, in foro,
* virgis cederetur *?”

NOTHING can be finer, nor better conduded
than this paffage. The circumftances are well
chofen for exciting both the compaffion of his
hearers for Gavius, and their indignation againft
Verres. 'The fyle is fimple; and the paffionate
Exclamation, the Addrefs to Liberty and the
Laws, 1s well-timed, and in the proper Style of
Paffion. The Orator goes on to exaggerate
Verres's cruelty ftill farther , by another very
{triking circumftance. He ordered a gibbet to be

* “ In the midft of the market-place of Meflina a
Roman Citizen, O Judges! was cruelly fcourged with
rods; when, in the mean time, amidft the noife of
the blows which he fuffered, no voice, no complaint
of this, unhappy man was heard, except this excla-
mation, Remember that [ am a Roman citizen! By
pleading this privilege of his birthright, he hoped to have
ftopped the ftrokes of the executioner. But his hopes
were vain; for, {0 far was he from being able to obtain
* thereby any mitigation of his torture, that when he
continued to repeat this exclamation, and to plead the
rights of a citizen , a crofs, acrofs, I fay, was preparing
to be fet up for the execution of this unfortunate perfon ,
who never before had beheld that inftrument of cruel
death. O facred and honoured name of liberty! O boafied
and revered privilege of a Roman Citizen ! O ye Por-
cian and Sempronian Laws! to this iffue have ye all
come , that a Citizen of Rome, in a province of the Ro-
man Empire , within an allied city , fhould publicly , in a
market-place , be loaded' with chains, and beaten with
rods, at the command of ane who, from the favour
of the Roman people alone, derived all his authority
and enfigus of power!”
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ereced for Gavius , not in the common place of LEC T.
ececution, but juft by the fea-fhore, over againit XXXII,
the coalt of ltaly. * Let him ,” faid he, * who
“ boafts fo much of his being a Roman citizen,
take a view from his gibbet of his own country.
¢ __This bafe infult over a dying man 1s the leaft
* part of his guilt. It was not Gavius alone that
Verres meant to infult; but it was you, O
Romans ! it was every citizen who now hears
me, in the perfon of Gavius, he fcoffed at your
rights, and fhowed in what contempt he held
the Roman name, and Roman liberties.”
HituERTO all is beautiful , animated, pathetic;
and the model would have been perfe, if Cicero
had ftopped at this point. But his redundant
and florid genius carried him further. He muft
needs intereft , not his hearers only, but the
el beafts, the mountains, and the ftones, againft
Verres: * Si hzc non ad cives Romanos, non ad
' “ amicos noftre civitatis, non ad eos qui populi
Romani nomen audiffent; denique fi non ad
homines, verumr ad beftias; atque ut longius
progrediar, fi in aliqui defertiffima {olitudine,
ad faxa et ad fcopulos, hwxc conqueri et de-
plorare vellem, tamen omnia muta atque in-
anima, tantd et tam indigna rerum atrocitate
commoverentur *” This, with all the deference

44
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* ¢ Were I employed in lamenting tholt inflances of an
atrocious opprellion and cruelty , not among an
“ affembly of Roman citizens, not among the allies of
our ftate , not among thofe who had ever heard the
name of the Roman people, not even among human
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due to fo eloquent an Orator, we mufl pronounce
to be Declamatory, not Pathetic. This is ftrain-
ing the Language of Paffion too far. Ever

hearer fees this immediately to be a ftudied figure
of Rhetoric; it may amufe him, but inflead-of
mflaming him more, it, in truth, cools his palfion.
So dangerous it is to give fcope to a flowery
imagination , when one intends to make a ftrong
and paflionate impreflion.

No other part of Difcourfe remains now to be
treated of, except the Peroration, or Conclufion.
Concerning this, it is needlefs to fay much,
becaufe it muft vary fo confiderably , according
to the f{train of the preceding Difcourfe. Some-
times, the whole pathetic part comes in moft
properly at the Peroration. Sometimes, when
the Difcourfe has been entirely argumentative , it
1s fit to conclude with fumming up the Argu-
ments, placing them in one view, and leavirg
the impreffion of them, full and ftrong, on the
mind of the Audience. For the great rule of a
Conclufion, and what nature-obvioufly fuggefts,
15, to place that lalt on which we chufe that the
firength of our caufe fhould reft.

In Sermons, inferences from what has been
faid , make a common Conclufion. With regard

¢ creatures, but in the midft of the brute creation ; and
“ to go farther, were I pouring forth my lamentations to
the ftones , and to the rocks, in fome remote and defert
wildernefs , even thofe mute and inanimate beings would ,
at therecital of fuch fhocking indignities , be thrown
into commotion,”

&
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to thefz, care fhould be taken, not only that
they rife naturally, but (what is lefs commonly
attended to, that they fhould fo much agree with
the ftrain of fentiment throughout the Difcourfe,
as not to break the Uni'y of the Sermon. For
inferences , how juftly foever they may be deduced
from the dod&rine of the Text, yet have a bad
effe&, if, at the Conclufion of a Difcourfe, they
introduce fome fubjec altogether new, and turn
off our attention from the main objed to which
the Preacher had diretted our thoughts. They
appear, in this cafe, like excrefcences jutting out
from the body , which had better have been
wanted; and tend to enfeeble the impreffion ,
which the Compofition, as a whole, is calculated
to make.

Tur moft eloquent of the French, perhaps in-
deed . of all modern Orators, Bofluet, Bifhop
of Meaux, terminatesin a very moving mannek
his funeral Oration on the great Prince of Condé,
with this return upon himfelf, and his old age:
« Accept, O Prince! thefe laft efforts of a voice
« which you once well knew. With you, all
“ my funeral Difcourfes arc now to end. Inflead
« of deploring the death of others , henceforth,
« jt fhall be my ftudy to learn from you, how
« my own may be bleffed. Happy, if warned by
« thofe grey hairs of the account which I mufi
« foon give of my minifiry, I referve, folely,
« for that flock whom 1 ought to feed with 'the
« word of life, the feeble remains of a voice
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“ which now trembles, and of an ardour, which
 1s now on the point of being extinét~.”

In all Difcourfes, it is a Matter of importance
to hit the precife time of concluding , fo as to
bring our Difcourfe juft to a point; neither ending
abruptly and unexpectedly ; nor difappointing the
expectation of the hearers. when they look for
our having done; and continuing to hover round
and round the Conclufion, till they become heart-
ily tired of us. We fhould endeavour to go off
with a good grace; not to end with a languifhing
and drawling Sentence; but to clofe with dignity
and pirit, that we may leave the minds of the
hearers warm ; and difmifs them with a favour-
able impreffion of the Subjet , and of the

“ Agreez ces derniers efforts d'une voix qui vous fut
connue. Yous mettrez fin a tous ces difcours. Au lieu de
deplorer la mort des autres,, Grand pringe! dorénavant
je veux apprendre de vous, a rendre la mienne fainte.
Heureux, fi averti par ces cheveux blancs du compte
que je dois rendre de mon adminiftration, je referve au
troupeau que je dois nourrir de la parole de vie, les
reftes d'une voix qui tombe , et d'une ardeur qui sé-
teint.” — Thefe are the lalt fentences of that Oration:
but the wholc of the Peroration from that paffage: * Venez,
“ peuples, venez maintenant,” &c. though it is too long
for infertion, is a great mafter-piece of Pathetic Eloquence.
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