
www.e-rara.ch

Vol. II.

Lecture XXXII. Conduct of a Discourse. - The Argumentative Part. - The Pathetic
Part. - The Peroration

www.e-rara.ch
Die Plattform e-rara.ch macht die in Schweizer Bibliotheken vorhandenen Drucke online verfügbar. Das Spektrum
reicht von Büchern über Karten bis zu illustrierten Materialien – von den Anfängen des Buchdrucks bis ins 20.
Jahrhundert.

e-rara.ch provides online access to rare books available in Swiss libraries. The holdings extend from books and maps
to illustrated material – from the beginnings of printing to the 20th century.

e-rara.ch met en ligne des reproductions numériques d’imprimés conservés dans les bibliothèques de Suisse.
L’éventail va des livres aux documents iconographiques en passant par les cartes – des débuts de l’imprimerie
jusqu’au 20e siècle.

e-rara.ch mette a disposizione in rete le edizioni antiche conservate nelle biblioteche svizzere. La collezione
comprende libri, carte geografiche e materiale illustrato che risalgono agli inizi della tipografia fino ad arrivare al XX
secolo.

Nutzungsbedingungen Dieses Digitalisat kann kostenfrei heruntergeladen werden. Die Lizenzierungsart und die
Nutzungsbedingungen sind individuell zu jedem Dokument in den Titelinformationen angegeben. Für weitere
Informationen siehe auch [Link]

Terms of Use This digital copy can be downloaded free of charge. The type of licensing and the terms of use are
indicated in the title information for each document individually. For further information please refer to the terms of
use on [Link]

Conditions d'utilisation Ce document numérique peut être téléchargé gratuitement. Son statut juridique et ses
conditions d'utilisation sont précisés dans sa notice détaillée. Pour de plus amples informations, voir [Link]

Condizioni di utilizzo Questo documento può essere scaricato gratuitamente. Il tipo di licenza e le condizioni di
utilizzo sono indicate nella notizia bibliografica del singolo documento. Per ulteriori informazioni vedi anche [Link]

https://www.e-rara.ch
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=de
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=en
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=fr
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=it


CONDUCT OF A DISCOURSE . _ THE
ARGUMENTATIVE PART . - THE PA -
THETiC PART . — THE PERORATION .

L n c t . IN treating of the conflituent parts of a regular
XXXlf. Difcourfe or Oration , 1 have already confidered

the Introduction , the Divifion , and the Nar¬
ration or Explication . I proceed next to treat of
the argumentative or reafoning Part of a Dif¬
courfe . In whatever place , or on whatever Object
one fpeaks , this beyond doubt is of the greateft
confequence . For the great end for which men
fpeak on any ferious occafion , is to convince
their hearers of fomething being either true , or
right , or good ; and , by means of this conviction ,
to influence their practice . Reafon and Argument
make the foundation , as I have often inculcated ,
of all manly and perfuafive Eloquence .

Now , with refpect to Arguments , three
things are requifite . Firft , the invention of them ;
fecondly , the proper difpofition and arrangement
ef them ; and thirdly , the expreffing of them in
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fuch a ftyle and manner , as to give them their
full force .

The firft of thefe , Invention , is , without
doubt , the moll material , and the ground -work
of the reft . But , with refpect to this , I am afraid
it is beyond the power of art to give any real
abiftance . Art cannot go fo far , as to fupply a

Speaker with arguments on every caufe , and

every fubjedt ; though it may be of confiderable
ufe in abiding him to arrange , and exprefs thofe ,
which his knowledge of the fubjedt has dif-
covered . For it is one thing to difcover the
reafons that are moft proper to convince men ,
and another , to manage thofe reafons with moft

advantage . The latter is all that Rhetoric can

pretend to .
The ancient Rhetoricians did indeed attempt

to go much farther than this . They attempted to
form Rhetoric into a more complete fyftem ; and

profelfed not only to affift Public Speakers in

fetting off their arguments to moft advantage ;
but to fupply the defedt of their invention , and
to teach them where to find arguments on every
fubjedt and caufe. Hence their Dodtrine of Topics ,
or “ Loci Communes ,

” and “ Sedes Argil men-
“ torum ,

” which makes fo great a figure in the

writings of Ariftotle , Cicero and Quindtihan .
Thefe Topics or Loci , were no other than general
ideas applicable to a great many different fubjects,
which the Orator was directed to confult in
order to find out materials for his Speech. They
laid their intrinfic and extrinfic Loci ; fome Loci,
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36o THE ARGUMENTATIVE PART

Lect . that were common to all the different kinds of
XXXII. Public Speaking , and fome that were peculiar to

each . The common or general Loci , were fuch
•as Genus and Species, Caufe and Effect , Antece¬
dents and Confequents , Likenefs and Contrariety ,
Definition , Circumftances of Time and Place ;
and a great many more of the fame kind . Fof
each of the different kinds of Public Speaking ,
they had their “ Loci Perfonarum ,

” and “ Loci
4C Rerum :

” As in demonftrative Orations , for
jnftance , the heads from which any one could
be decried or praifed ; his birth , his country ,
bis education , his kindred , the qualities of his
body , the qualities of his mind , the fortune he
enjoyed , the ftations he had filled , &c . and in
Deliberative Orations , the Topics that might be
nfed in recommending any public meafure , or
diffuading from it ; fuch as , honefty , juftice ,
facility , profit , pleafure , glory , affiftance from
■friends , mortification to enemies , and the like .

The Grecian Sophifts were the firft inventors
of this artificial fyllem of Oratory ; and they
fliowed a prodigious fubtilty , and fertility in the
contrivance of thefe Loci . Succeeding Rhetori¬
cians , dazzled by the plan , wrought them up
into fo regular a fyflem , that one would think
they meant to teach how a perfon might mecha¬
nically become an Orator , without any genius at
all . They gave him receipts for making Speeches ,
on all manner of fubjeefs . At the fame time , it
is evident , that though this fludy of common
places might produce very fhowy academical
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declamations , it could never produce ufeful dif-
courfes on real bufinefs. The Loci indeed fupplied
a moft exuberant fecundity of matter . One who
had no other aim , but to talk copioufiy and
plaufibly , by confulting them on every fubjecft ,
and laying hold of all that they fuggefted , might
difcourfe without end ; and that too , though he
had none but the moft fuperficial knowledge of
his fubject . But fuch Difcourfe , could be no
other than trivial . What is truly folid and perfua-
five , muft be drawn “ ex vifceribus caufe ,
from a thorough knowledge of the fubject , and
profound meditation on it . They who would
direct ftudents of Oratory to any other fources
of Argumentation , only delude them ; and by
attempting to render Rhetoric too perfect an
art , they render it , in truth , a trifling and
childifh ftudy .

On this docftrine , therefore , of the Rhetorical
Loci or Topics , I think it fuperfluous to infift.
If any think that the knowledge of them may
contribute to improve their invention , and extend
their views , they may confult Ariftotle and
Quinttilian , or what Cicero has written on this
head , in his Treatife De Inventione , his Topica ,
and Second Book De Oratore . But when they are
to prepare a Difcourfe , by which they purpofe
to convince a Judge , or to produce any conft-
derable effect upon an Affembly , I would advife
them to lay abide their common places , and to
think clofely of their fubject . Demofthenes I dare
fay , confulted none of the Loci , when he was

L e c T .
XXXII.
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Lie t . inciting the Athenians to take arms againft Philip ;
XXXil. and where Cicero has had recourfe to them ,

his Orations are fo much the worfe on that
account

I proceed to what is of more real ufe , to
point out the affiftance that can be given not
with refpedt to the invention , but with refpedt to
the difpofition , and condudt of Arguments .

Two different methods may be ufed by
Orators in the conduct of their reafoning ; the
terms of art for which are , the Analytic , and
the Synthetic method . The Analytic is , when
the Orator conceals his intention concerning the
point he is to prove , till he has gradually brought
his hearers to the defigned conclufion . They are
led on ftep by ftep , from one known truth to
another , till the conclufion be ftolen upon them ,
as the natural confequence of a chain of propo -
fitions . As , for inftance , when one intending to
prove the being of a God , fets out with obferving
that every thing which we fee in the world has
had a beginning ; that whatever has a beginning ,
muft have had a prior caufe ; that in human
productions , art Ihown in the eft'edt necedarily
infers defign in the caufe ; and proceeds leading
you on from one caufe to another , till you
arrive at one fupreme firft caufe , from whom is
derived all the order and defign visible in his
works . This is much the fame with the Socratic
method , by which that Philofopher filenced the ..
Scpbifts of his age . It is a very artful method of
rcafouinsr ; mav be carried on with much beau tv,
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and is proper to be ufed when the hearers are Lict .
much prejudiced againft any truth , and by XXXII .
imperceptible fteps . muft be led to conviction .

Bu i ' there are few fubjects that will admit this
method , and not many occafions on which it is

proper to be employed . The mode of reafomng
molt generally ufed , and molt fuited to the train
of Popular Speaking , is what is called the Syn¬
thetic ; when the point to be proved is fairly
laid down , and one Argument after another is
made to bear upon it , till the hearers be fully
convinced .

Now , in all arguing , one of the frrfb things
to be attended to is , among the various Argu¬
ments which may occur upon a caufe , to make
a proper feledtion of fuch as appear to one ’

s felf
the mod folid ; and to employ thefe as the chief
means of perfuafion . Every Speaker fhould place
himfelf in the fituation of a hearer , and think
how he would be affected by thofc reafons ,
which he pu-pofes to employ for perfuading
others . For he mu ft .not expect to impofe on
mankind by mere arts of Speech . They are npt
fo eafily impofed on , as Public Speakers are
fometimes apt to think . Shrewdnefs and fagacity
are found among all ranks ; and the Speaker may
be praifed for his fine Difcourfe , while yet the
hearers are not perfuaded of the truth of any one
thing he has uttered .

Supposing the Arguments properly chofen , it
is evident that their effedt will , in fome meafure ,
depend on the right arrangement of them ; fo as
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L e c t . they fhall not juftle and embarrafs one another ;
XXXII. but give -mutual aid ; and bear with the faireft

and fulleft direction on the point in view . Con¬
cerning this , the following rules may be taken :

Ik the firft place , avoid blending Arguments
confufedly together , that are of a feparate nature.
All Arguments whatever are direded to prove
one or other of thefe three things ; that fomething
is true ; that it is morally right or fit ; or that it
is profitable and good . Thefe make the three

- great fubjeds ' of difcuffion among mankind ;
Truth , Duty , and Intereft . But the Arguments
direded towards either of them are generically
diftind ; and he who blends fhem all under one
Topic , which he calls his Argument , as , in
Sermons , efpecially , is too often done , will
render his reafoning indiftind , and inelegant .
Suppofe , for inftance , that I am recommending
to an Audience Benevolence , or the Love of our
Neighbour ; and that I take my firft Argument ,
from the inward fatisfadion which a benevolent
temper affords ; my fecond , from the obligation
which the example of Chrift lays upon us to this
duty ; and my third , from its tendency to procure
us the good -will of all around us ; my arguments
are good , but I have arranged them wrong : for
my firft and third Arguments are taken from
coufiderations of intereft , internal peace , and
external advantages ; and between thefe , I have
introduced one , which refts wholly upon duty .
I fhould have kept thofe claffes of Arguments ,
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which are addreffed to different principles in
human nature , feparate and diftind .

In the fecond place , With regard to the
different degrees of ftrength in Arguments , the
general rule is , to advance in the way of climax,
c‘ ut augeatur femper , & increfcat oratio .

” 1 his
efpecially is to be the courfe , when the Speaker
has a clear caufe , and is confident that he can
prove it fully . He may then adventure to begin
with feebler arguments ; rifing gradually , and not
putting forth his whole ftrength till the laft ,
when he can truft to his making a fuccefsful
impreflion on the minds of hearers , prepared by
what has gone before . But this rule is not to be
always followed . For , if he diftruffe bis caufe ,
and has but one material Argument on which to
lay the ftrefs , putting lefs confidence in the reft,
in this cafe , it is often proper for him to place
this material Argument in the front ; to preoccupy
the hearers early , and make the ftrongeft effort
at firft ; that , having removed prejudices , and
difpofed them to be favourable , the reft of his
reafoning may be liftened to with more docility .
When it happens , that amidft a variety of Argu¬
ments , there , are one or two which we are
fenfible are ' more inconclufive than the reft and
yet proper to be ufed , Cicero advifes to place
thefe in the middle , as a ftation lefs confpicuous
than either the beginning , or the end , of the
train of reafoning .

In the third place , When our Arguments are
ftrong and fatisfadory , the more they are diftim

L e c T .
XXXII .



366 THE ARGUMENTATIVE PART

L e c T . guiihecl and treated apart from each other , the
XXXII . better . Each can then bear to be brought out by

itfelF , placed in its full light , amplified and refted
upon . But when our Arguments are doubtful ,
and only of the prefumptive kind , it is fafer to
throw them together in a crowd , and to run
them into one another :

“ ut qiue funt natura
“ imbecilla ,

” as Ouindilian fpeaks ,
“ mutuo

u auxilio fuftineantur ;
” that though infirm of

themfelves , they may ferve mutually to prop
each other . He gives a good example , in the cafe
of one who was accufecl of murdering a relation ,
to whom he was heir . Direct proof was wanting ;
but ,

“ you expected a fuccelfion , and a great
“ fucceftion ; you was in did reft circumftances ;

you was pulhed to the utmoftby your credit -
“ ors ; you had offended your relation , who
“ had made you his heir ; you knew that he was
“ juft then intending to alter his will ; no time
“ was to be loft . Each of thefe particulars , by
“ itfelf ,

” fays the Author ,
“ is inconcluftve ;

but when they w'ere affembied in one groupe ,
they have effect .

Of the diftind Amplification of one perfuafive
Argument , we have a moft beautiful example ,
in Cicero ’s Oration for Milo . The Argument is
taken , from a circumftance of time . Milo was
candidate for the Confulfhip ; and Clodius was
killed a few days before the eledion . He afks , if
any one could believe that Milo would be mad
enough , at fuch a critical time , by a moft odious
affaflination , to alienate from himfelf the favour
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of the people , whofe fuffrages he was fo anxioufly
courting ? This Argument , the moment it is
fuggefted , appears to have confiderable weight .
But it was not - enough , (imply to fugged it ; it
could bear to be dwelt upon , and brought out
into full light . The Orator , therefore , draws a
juft and ftriking picture of that folicitous atten¬
tion with which candidates , at fuch a feafon ,
always found it necelfary to cultivate the good
opinion of the people .

“ Quo tempore ,
” fays he,

a
( fcio enim quam timida fit ambitio , quantaque

u & quam follicita , cupiditas confulatus ) omnia ,
cc non rnodo quas reprehendi palam , fed etiam
cc qute obfcure cogitari poffunt , timemus . Ruir . o-
“ rem , fabulam fictam & falfam , perhorrefcimus ;
“ ora omnium atque oculos intuemur . Nihil enim
“ eft tam tenerum , tam aut fragile aut flexibile ,
“ quam voluntas erga nos fenfufque civium , qui
“ non modo improbitati irafcuntur candidatorum ,
“ fed etiam in redie factis fiepe faftidiunt .

” From
all which he moft jultly concludes ,

“ Hunc diem
“ igitur Campi - , fperatum atque exoptatum ,
“ ftbi proponens Milo , cruentis manibus , fcelus
cc atque facinus pres fe ferens , ai ilia centuria -
“ rum aufpicia veniebat ? Quam hoc in illo

minimum creuibile ! * ” But though fuch ampli ->

* “ Well dct I know to what length the timidity goes of
“ fuch as are candidates for publick offices , and how many“ anxious cares and attentions , a canvafs for the Conful -
“ (liip necefiiirily carries along with it . On fuch an occa-
“ (ion , we are afraid not only of what ire may openly be
“ reproached with , but of what others may think of us in

L E C T.
XXXII.
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L e c t fication as this be extremely beautiful , I mufl
XXXII. add a caution .

In the fourth place , againft extending Argu¬
ments too far , and multiplying them too much .
This .fervcs rather to render a caufe fufpected ,
than to give it weight . An unneceffary multi¬
plicity of Arguments , both burdens the memory ,
and detrads from the weight of that conviction ,
which a few well chofen Arguments carry . It is
to be obferved too , that in the Amplification of
Arguments , a diflufe and fpreading method , be¬
yond the bounds of reafonable illuftration , is
always enfeebling . It takes off greatly from that
“ vis . et acumen ,

” which fhould be the diftin -
guifliing charader of the Argumentative Part of
a Difcourfe . When a Speaker dwells long
on a favourite Argument , and feeks to turn
it into every pofiible light , it alrnoft always
happens , that , fatigued with the effort , he lofes
the fpirit with which he fet out ; and concludes

“ fecret. The flighted rumour , the moll improbable tale“ that can be devifed to our prejudice , alarms and difcon -
“ certs us . We ftudy the countenance, and the looks , of“ all around us. For nothing is fo delicate , fo frail , and“ uncertain , as the publick favour . Our fellow citizens“ not only are juftlv offended with the vices of candidates ,“ but even on occafion of meritorious actions , are apt to“ conceive capricious difgufts . Is there them the leaft cre-“ dibilitv , that Milo , after having fo long fixed his atten-

tion on the important and wifhed for day of election ,“ would dare to have any thoughts of prefenting himfelf“ before the auguft Affembly of the People , as a murder-‘e er and affallin , with his hands embrued in blood ? u

>Yhh
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with feeblenefs , what he began with force . Lect ,
There is a proper temperance in reafoning , as XXXII .
there is in other parts of a Difcourfe .

After due attention given to the proper
arrangement of Arguments , what is next re -
cjuilite for their fuccefs , is to exprefs them in.
fuch a ftyle , and to deliver them in fuch a
manner , as lib all give them full force . On thefe
heads I -muff refer the Reader to the directions
I have given in treating of Style , in former
Lectures ; and to the directions 1 am afterwards
to give concerning Pronunciation and Delivery .

I PROCEED , therefore , next , to another
effential part of Difcourfe which I mentioned
as the fifth in order , that is , the Pathetic ; in
which , if any where , Eloquence reigns , and
exerts its power . 1 fhall not , in beginning this
head , take up time in combating the fcruples of
thofe who have moved a queftion ; whether it
be corffiftent with firmnefs and candour in a Public
Speaker , to addrefs the paffions of his Audience ?
This is a queftion about words alone , and which
common fenfe eafily determines . In enquiries
after mere truth , in matters of fimple information
and inftrudtion , there is no queftion that the
paffions have no concern , and that all attempts
to move them are abfurd . Wherever conviction
is the objedt , it is the underftanding alone that
is to be applied to . It is by argument and rea¬
foning , that one man attempts to fatisfy another
of what is true , or right , or juft ; but if per -
fuafton be the object , the cafe is changed . In all

Vo 1. . dl . B b -
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L e c t . that relates to practice , there is no man %vho
XXXII. ferioufly means to perfnade another , but addreffes

himftlf to his paffions more or lefs ; for this plain
reafon , that paffions are the great fprings of
human action . The moft virtuous man , in treat¬
ing of the moft virtuous fubjedt , feeks to touch
the heart of him to whom he fpeaks ; and makes
no fcruple to raife his indignation at injuftice ,
or his pity to the diftreft , though pity and
indignation be paffions.

In treating of this part of Eloquence , the an¬
cients made the fame fort of attempt as they
employed with refpcct to the argumentative part ,
in order to bring Rhetoric into a more perfect
fyftem . They enquired metaphyficaily into the
nature of every paffion ; they gave a definition ,
and a defcription of it ; they treated of its caufes ,
its effects , and its concomitants ; and thence
deduced rules for working upon it . Ariftotle in
particular has , in his Treatife upon Rhetoric ,
difcuffed the nature of the paffions with much
profoundnefs and fubtilty ; and what he has
written on that head , may be read with no
fmall profit , as . a valuable piece of Moral Philo-
fophy ; but whether it will have any effedt in
rendering an Orator more pathetic , is to me
doubtful . It is not , I am afraid , any philofophical
knowledge of the paffions , that can confer this
talent . We muft be indebted for it to Nature ,
to a certain ftrong and happy fenfibility of mind ;
and one may be a moft thorough adept in all
the fpeculative knowledge that can be acquired
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concerning the paflions , and remain at the fame L E c T
time a cold and dry Speaker . The ufe of rules XXXII
and inftrudious on this , or any other part of
Oratory , is not to fupply the want of genius ,
but to dired it where it is found , into its proper
channel ; to affift it in exerting itfelf with molt
advantage , and to prevent the errors and extra¬
vagancies into which it is fometimes apt to run .
On the head of the Pathetic , the following
directions appear to me to be ufeful.

The firft is to confider carefully , whether
the fubject admit the Pathetic , and render it
proper ; and if it does , what part of the Difcourfe
is the molt proper for attempting it . To determine
thefe points belongs to good fenfe ; for it is
evident , that there are many fubjeds which
admit not the Pathetic at all , and that even in
thofe that are fufceptible of it , an attempt to
excite the paffions in the wrong place , may
expofe an Orator to ridicule . All that can be
faid in general is , that if we exped any emotion
which we raife to have a lading effed , we muft
be careful to bring over to our fide , in the firft
place , the underffanding and judgment . The
hearers muft be convinced that there are good
and fufficient grounds , for their entering with
warmth into the caufe. They muft be able to
juftify to themfelves the paffion which they feel
and remain fatisfied that they are not carried
away by mere delufion . Lnlefs their minds be
brought into this ftate , although they may have
been heated by the Orator ’s difcourfe , yet a$

Bba
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L r c T . foon as he ceafes to fpeak , they will refume
XXXII . their ordinary tone of thought ; and the emotion

which he has railed will die entirely away.
Hence mpft writers affign the Pathetic to the
Peroration or Conclufion , as its natural place ;
and no doubt , all other things being equal , this
is the impreffion that one would chufe to make
laft , leaving the minds of the hearers warmed

< with the fubject , after argument and reafoning
had produced their full effed : but wherever it
is introduced , I mud advife ,

In the fecond place , never to fet"
apart a head

of difcourfe in form , for raifmg any paffion ;
never give warning that you are about to be

pathetic ; and call upon your hearers , as is
fonretimes done , to follow you in the attempt .
This aimoft never fails to prove a refrigerant to

paffion . It puts the hearers immediately on
their guard , and difpofes them for criticifmg ,
much more than for being moved . The indirect
method of making an impreffion is hkely to be
more fuccefsful ; when you feize the critical
moment that is favourable to emotion , in what¬
ever part of the difcourfe it occurs ; and then ,
after due preparation , throw in l'uch circumfhn -

ces , and prefent fuch glowing images , as may
kindle their paffions before they are aware . 1 his
can often be done more happily , in a few
fentences infpired by natural warmth , than in a
Jong and ftudied Addrefs .

In the third place , It is neceffiary to obferve ,
that there is a great difference between ffiowing
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the hearers that they ought to be moved , and L f. c t .
adiualiy moving them . This diftindtion is not XXXII .
fufficiently attended - to efpecially by Preachers ,
who , if they have a head in their Sermon to fhow
how much we are bound to be grateful to God ,
or to be compaffionate to the diflreft , are apt to
imagine this to be a pathetic part . Now , all the
Arguments you produce to fhow me , why it is
my duty , why it is reafonable and fit , that I
fhould be moved in a certain way , go no further
than to difpofe or prepare me for entering into
fuch an emotion ; but they do not actually excite
it . To every emotion or paffion , Nature has
adapted a fet of correfponding objects ; and ,
without fetting thefe before the mind , it is not
in the power of any Orator to raife that emotion .
I am warmed with gratitude , I am touched with
cornpaffion , not when a Speaker bows me
that thefe are noble difpofitions , and that it is
my duty to feel them ; or when he exclaims
againft me for my indifference and coldnefs . All
this time , he is fpeaking only to my reafon or
confcience . He muft deferibe the kindnefs and
tendernefs of my friend ; he mufl fet before me
the diftrefs fuffered by the perfon for whom he
would intereffc me ; then , and not till then my heart
begins to be touched , my gratitude or my compaf-
fion begin to flow . The foundation , therefore ,
of all fuccefsful execution in the way of Pathetic
Oratory is , to paint the object of that paffion
which we wifh to raife , in the moll natural and
ftriking manner ; to deferibe it with fuch circum-

B b 3
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L F, e t . fiances as are likely to awaken it in the minds of
XXXII . others . Every paffion is moll (Irongly excited

by fenfation ; as anger , by the feeling of an
injury , or the prefence of the injurer . Next to
the influence of Senfe , is that of Memory ; and
next to Memory is , the influence of the Imagin¬
ation . Of this power , therefore , the Orator
muff avail himfelf , fo as to ftrike the imagination
of the hearers with circumfiances which , in
luflre and fleadinefs , refemble thofe of Senfation
and Remembrance . In order to accomplilh this ,

In the fourth place , the only effectual method
is , to be moved yourfelves . There are a thou -
fand interefting circumfiances fuggefled by real
paffion , which no art can imitate , and no
refinement can fupply . There is obvioufly a
contagion among the paffions .

Ut ridentibus arrident , fie flentibus adflent ,
Illimani vultus.

The internal emotion of the Speaker adds a
Pathos to his words , his looks , his geflures ,
and his whole manner , which exerts a power
almofl irrefillible over thofe who hear him *.

* “ Quid enimaliud eft caiifae ut lugentes , utique inrecenti
“ dolore , difertiffime quaedam exclamare videantur ; et
“ ira nonnunquam in indoctis quoque eloquentiam faciat ;“ quam quod illis ineft vis mentis , et veritas ipfa morum ?
“ quare in iis quae verifimilia eiTe volemus , fimus ipfi“ funiles eorum qui vere patiuntur , affectibus ; et a tali“ animo proficifcatur oratio qualem facere judicem volet . —
‘ ‘ Afficiamur antequam afficere conemur. ”

Quinct , Lib . 6,
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Bat on this point , though the moft material of
all , 1 lhall not now infill , as I have often had
occafion before to fhow , that all attempts
towards becoming Pathetic , when we are not
moved ourfelves , expofe 11s to certain ridicule .

Quinctilian , who difcourfes upon the fubject
with much good fenfe , takes pains to inform us
of the method which he ufed , when he was a
Public Speaker , for entering into thofe paffions
which he wanted to excite in others ; fetting
before his own imagination what he calls ,
“ Phantafiae ” or “ Vifiones, ” ftrong pictures of
the diilrefs or indignities which they had fuffered,
whofe caufe he was to plead , and for whom he
was to intereft his hearers ; dwelling upon thefe ,
and putting himfelf in their fituation , till he was
affected by a paffion fimilar to that which the
perfons themfelves had felt * . To this method he
attributes all the fuccefs he ever had in Public
Speaking ; and there can be no doubt that what¬
ever tends to increafe an Orator ’s fenfibiiity , will
add greatly to his Pathetic Powers .

* “ Ut hominem occifum querar ; non omnia qua ; in re
“ prefenti accidi 'Te credibile eft , in oculis habebo ? Non
“ percuffor ille fubitus erumpet ? non expavefcet circum -
“ ventus ? exclamabit , vel rogabit , vel fugiet ? non ferien -
“ tem , non concidentem videbo ? non animo fanguis , et
“ pallor , et geniitus , extremus denique expirantis hiatus ,“ iniidet ? — Ubi vero miferatione opus erit , nobis ea de
“ quibus querinmr accidifle credamus , atque id animo
“ noftro perfuadeamus . Nos illi fimus , quos gravia , indi-
“ gna , triftia , pall

’
os queramur . Nec agamus rem quail' B b 4

L E C T .
XXXII .
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% k c t , In the fifth place , It is neceffury to attend
XXXIL to the proper language of the paffions. We

fhould oblerve in what manner any one expreffes
hunfelf who is under the power of a real and a
ftrong paffion ; and we fliall always find his
Language unaffe&ed and fimple . It may be ani¬
mated , indeed , with bold and ftrong figures #
but it will have no ornament or finery . He is not
at leifure to follow out the play of Imagination .
His mind being wholly feized by one object
which has heated it , he has no other aim , but
to reprefent that , in all its circumftances , as
ftrongly as he feels it . This muft be the Style of
the Orator , when he would be pathetic ; and
this will be his Style , if he fpeaks from real
feeling ; bold , ardent , ftmple . No fort ofdefcrip -
tion will then fucceed , but what is written
« fervente calamo .

” If he ftay till he can work
up his Style , and polifh and adorn it , he will
infallibly cool his own ardour ; and then he will
touch the heart no more . His compofition will
become frigid ; it will be the Language of one
who defcribes , but who does not feel . We muft
take notice , that there is a great difference be¬
tween painting to the imagination , and painting
to the heart . The one may be done coolly , and
at leifure : the other , muft always be rapid and
ardent . In the former , art and labour may be

“ allenam ; fed affumamus parumper ilium dolorem . Ita“ dicemus quae in fimiii noitro cafu dicturi effemus .
”

Lib . 64



fuffered to appear ; in the latter , no effect can Lect .
follow , unlefs it i'eem to be the work of nature XXXII .
only .

In the fixth place , Avoid interweaving any
thing of a foreign nature with the- pathetic part
of a Difcourfe . Beware of all digreffions , which
may interrupt or turn alide the natural courfe of
the paffion , when once it begins to rife and
fwell . Sacrifice all beauties , however bright and
fhowy , which would divert the mind from the
principal object , and which would amufe the
imagination , rather than touch the heart . Hence
companions are always dangerous , and generally
quite improper , in the rr. idlt of paffion . Beware
even of reafoning unfeafonably ; or , at leaft , of
carrying on a long and fubtile train of reafoning ,
on occafions when the principal aim is to excite
warm emotions .

In the laft place , Never attempt prolonging
the Pathetic too much . Warm emotions are too
violent to be Lifting*1

. Study the proper time of
making a retreat ; of making a tranfition from the
paffionate to the calm tone ; in fuch a manner ,

* cc Nunquam debet efle longa miferatio ; nam cum
“ veros d.olores mitiget tempus , citius evanefcat , neceffe
“ eft ilia , quam dicendo effinximus , imago : in qua , ft
“ moramur , lacrymis fatigatur auditor , et requiefcit , et“ ab ilio quem ceperat impetu , in rationem redit. Non
“ patiamur igitur frigefcere hoc opus ; et affedtum , cum
“ ad fummuni perduxerimus , relinquamus ; nec fpcremus“ fore , ut aliena mala quifquam diu ploret. ”

OuiNCT . L . 6.
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L e c t . however , as to defcend without falling , by kcep -
XXXII. ing up the fame {train of Sentimenr that was

carried on before , though now expreding it with
more moderation . Above all things , beware of
{training paffion too far ; of attempting to r ife
it to unnatural heights . Preferve always a due
regard to what the hearers will bear ; and remem¬
ber . that he who hops not at the proper point ;
who attempts to carry them farther , in paffion ,
than they will follow him , deftroys his whole
defign . By endeavouring to warm them too
much , he takes the moft effectual method of
freezing them completely .

Having given thcfe rules concerning the
Pathetic , I {hall give one example from Cicero ,
which will ferve to illuftrate feveral of them ,
particularly the laft . It {hall be taken from his
laft Oration againft Verres , wherein he defcribes
the cruelty exercifed by Verres when Governor
of Sicily , againft one Gavius , a Roman citizen.
This Gavius had made his efcape from prifon ,
into which he had been thrown by the Governor ;
and when juft embarking at Medina , thinking
himfeir now fafe , had uttered fome threats , that
when he had once arrived at Rome , Verres
fhould hear of him , and be brought to account
for having put a Roman citizen in chains . The
Chief Magi ftrate of Medina , a creature of Verres ’s,
inftantly apprehends him , and gives inform¬
ation of his threatenings . The behaviour of
Verres , on this occafion -, is defcribed in the moft
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picfturefque manner , and with all the colours Lect .
which 1 were proper , in order to excite againft XXXII .
him the public indignation , hie thanks the Ma¬

gistrate of Meffina for his diligence . Filled with

rage , he comes into the Forum ; orders Gavius
to be brought forth , the executioners to attend }
and againft the laws , and contrary to the well -
known privileges of a Roman citizen , commands
him to be ftripped naked , bound , and fcourged pub¬
licly in a cruel manner . Cicero then proceeds thus ;
“ Caedebatur virgis , in medio foro Meflanae ,
ec civis Romanus , Judices !

”
every word rifes

above another in defcribing this flagrant enormi¬

ty ; and , “ Judices, ” is brought out at the end
with the greateft propriety : “ Caedebatur virgis ,
“ in medio foro Meffanre , civis Romanus ,
“ Judices ! cum interea , nullus gemitus , nulla vox
“ alia iftius miferi , inter dolorem crepitumque
“ plagarum audiebatur , nift htec , Civis Romanus
“ hum . Hac fe commemoratione civitatis , omnia
“ verbera depulfurum a corpore arbitrabatur . Is
“ non modo hoc non perfecit , ut virgarum vim
“ deprecaretur , fed cum imploraret fsepius ufur -
“ paretque nomen civis , crux , crux inquam ,
“ infelici ifto & aerumnofo , qui nunquam iftam
“ poteftatem viderat , comparabatur . O nomen

cc dulce libertatis ! O juseximium noftrae civitatis !
“ O L ex Porcia , legefque Semproniae ! — Huccine
“ omnia tandem reciderunt , ut civis Romanus ,
“ in provincia populi Romani , in oppido fcede-
“ ratorum , ab eo qui beneficio Populi Romani
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L e c t .
“ falces et fecures haberct , deligatus , in foro ,

XXXII .
“

virgis caederetur *?”

Nothing can be finer , nor better conducted
than this paffage . The circumftances are well
chofen for exciting bo h the compaffion of his
hearers for Gavius , and their indignation againft
Verres . The flyle is fimple ; and the paffionate
Exclamation , the Addrefs to Liberty and the
Laws , is well -timed , and in the proper Style of
Paffion . 1 he Orator goes on to exaggerate
Verres ’s cruelty ftill farther , by another very
finking circumftance . He ordered a gibbet to be

* “ In the midil of the market - place of Meffina a
<c Roman Citizen , O Judges ! was cruelly fcourged with“ rods ; when , in the mean time , amidft the noife of“ the blows which he fuffered , no voice , no complaint“ of this _ unhappy man was heard , except

' this excla-“ mation , Remember that I am a Roman citizen ! By“
pleading this privilege of his birthright , he hoped to have“
flopped the flrokes of the executioner . But his hopes“ were vain ; for , fo far was lie from being able to obtain“ thereby any mitigation of liis torture , that when he“ continued to repeat this exclamation , and to plead the“
rights of a citizen , a crofs , acrofs , I fay , was preparing“
to be fet up for the execution of this unfortunate perfon ,“ who never before had beheld that inftrument of cruel“ death . 0 facred and honoured name of liberty ! 0 boafted“ and revered privilege of a Roman Citizen ! 0 ye Por-“ cian and Sempronian Laws ! to this iffue have ye all“ come , that a Citizen of Rome , in a province of theRo -“ man Empire , within an allied city , fhould publicly , in a“ market -place , be loaded ' with chains , and beaten with“ rods , at the command of one who , from the favour“ of the Roman people alone , derived all bis authority“ and enfigns of power ! ”
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creeled for Gavius , not in the common place of L e c T.
execution , but juft by the fea - fhore , overagainft XXXII ,
the coaft of Italy .

“ Let him, ” faid he ,
“ who

“ boafts fo much of his being a Roman citizen ,
“ take a view from his gibbet of his own country .
“ — This bafe infult over a dying man is the leaft
“ part of his guilt . . It was not Gavius alone that
“ Verres meant to infult ; but it was you , O
“ Romans ! it was every citizen who now hears
“ me , in the perfon of Gavius , he fcoffed at your
“ rights , and fhowed in what contempt he held
“ the Roman name , and Roman liberties .

”

Hitherto all is beautiful , animated , pathetic ;
and the model would have been perfect , if Cicero
had Hopped at this point . But his redundant
and florid genius carried him further . He muft
needs intereft , not his hearers only , but the
beafts , the mountains , and the ftones , againft
Verres :

“ Si hsec non ad cives Romanos , non ad
<c amicos noftne civitatis , non ad eos qui populi
cc Romani nomen audiffent ; denique ft non ad
“ homines , verum - ad beftias ; atque ut longius
“ progrediar , ft in aliqua defertiflima folitudine ,
“ ad faxa et ad fcopulos , hsec conqueri et de-
“ plorare vellem , tamen omnia muta atque in -
“ anima , tanta et tam indigna rerum atrocitate
“ commoverentur This , with all the deference

* “ Were I employed in lamenting thofe inflances of an
“ atrocious oppreliion and cruelty , not among an
“ afl'cmbly of Roman citizens , not among the allies of
“ our Rate , not among thofe who had ever heard the
“ name of the Roman people , not even among human
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Lect , due to fo eloquent an Orator , we mull pronounce
XXXII , to be Declamatory , not Pathetic . This is {train¬

ing the Language of Paffion too far . Every
hearer fees this immediately to be a ftudied figure
of Rhetoric ; it may amufe him , but infteadof
inflaming him more , it , in truth , cools his paffion .
So dangerous it is to give fcope to a flowery
imagination , when one intends to make a ftrong
and paflionate impreffion .

No other part of Difcourfe remains now to be
treated of , except the Peroration , or Conciufion .
Concerning this , it is needlefs to fay much ,
becaufe it mull; vary fo confiderably , according
to the flrain of the preceding Difcourfe . Some¬
times , the whole pathetic part comes in moll
properly at the Peroration . Sometimes , when
the Difcourfe has been entirely argumentative , it
is fit to conclude with lumming up the Argu¬
ments , placing them in one view , and leaving
the impreflion of them , full and ftrong , on the
mind of the Audience . For the great rule of a
Conciufion , and what nature obvioufiy fuggefts ,
is , to place that la ft on which we chufe that the
ftrength of our caufe fhould reft.

In Sermons , inferences from what has been
faid , make a common Conciufion . With regard
“ creatures, but in the midft of the brute creation ; and“ to go farther , were I pouring forth my lamentations to“ the ftones , and to the rocks , in fome remote and defert“ wildernefs , even thofe mute and inanimate beings would ,“ at the 'recital of fuch ilrocking indignities , be thrown“ into commotion. ”
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ex to thefe , care fhould be taken , not only that Lect .
Yc- they rife naturally , but ( what is lefs commonly XXXII.
Ekj attended to , that they Ihould fo much agree with

b the drain of fentiment throughout the Difcourfe ,
: as not to break the Uni y of the Sermon . For
is. inferences , how juftly foever they may be deduced

ijj from the dodlrine of the Text , yet have a bad
effect , if , at the Conclufion of a Difcourfe , they
introduce fome fubject altogether new , and turn,
off our attention from the main object to which

jj£e: the Preacher had directed our thoughts . They
and appear , in this cafe , like excrefcences jutting out

from the body , which had better have been
om;- wanted ; and tend to enfeeble the impreffion ,
moil which the Compofition , as a whole , is calculated
v&e to make .
lVe : The mod eloquent of the French , perhaps in-

deed , of all modern Orators , BofTuet , Bifhop
of Meaux , terminates in a very moving manner

oai! his funeral Oration on the great Prince of Conde ,
l 0i > with this return upon himfelf , and his old age :
rife,

cc Accept , O Prince ! thefe laft efforts of a voice

ttfe cc which you once well knew . With you , all
“ my funeral Difcourfes are now to end . Inflead

Ijjjj
“ of deploring the death of others , henceforth ,
c‘ it (Iiall be my ftudy to learn from you , how
K my own may be bleffed . Happy , if warned by

, a,-J
cc thofe grey hairs of the account which I muft

,s to “ foon give of my miniftry , I referve , folely ,
« for that flock whom l ought to feed w' ith the

jid - a WOrd of life , the feeble remains of a voice
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Lkct . “ which now trembles , and of an ardour , which
XXXII . “ is now on the point of being extinct * .

”
In all Difcourfes , it is a Matter of importance

to hit the precife time of concluding , fo as to
bring our Difcourfe juft to a point ; neither ending
abruptly and unexpe &edly ; nor difappointing the
expectation of the hearers . when they look for
our having done ; and continuing to hover round
and round the Conclufion , till they become heart¬
ily tired of us . We fhould endeavour to go off
with a good grace ; not to end with a languilhing
and drawling Sentence ; but to clofe with dignity
and fpirit , that we may leave the minds of the
hearers warm ; and difmifs them with a favour¬
able impreffion of the Subject , and of the
Speaker .

* cc Agreez ces derniers efforts d’une voix qui vous fut
cc connue . Vous mettrez fin a tous ces difcours . Au lieu de
“ deplorer la mort des autres , Grand prince ! doretiavant
“ je veux apprendre de vous , a rendre la mienne fainte.
cc Heureiix , ii averti par ces chevenx blancs du compte“ que je dois rendre de mon adminiftration , je referve an
K troupeau que je dois nourrir de la parole de vie , les
cc reftes d’une voix qui tombe , et d’une ardeur qui s ’e-
cc teint.

” — Thefe are the kill fentences of that Oration :
but the whole of the Peroration from that paffage : u Venez ,
K peuples , venez maintehant, ” &c . though it is too long
for infertion , is a great malrer -piece of Pathetic Eloquence.

LEG -
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