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REIGN
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EMPEROR CHARLES V.

BOOK  V L

Unfortunately for the reputation Book VL
of Francis I. among his contemporaries , his 1539.
condudt , at this juncture , appeared a perledtThecants
contraft to that of his rival , as he laid hold oFa  ”e'^ ^
On the opportunity afforded him , by the Empe - the Empe-
ror’s having turned his whole force againft the ror ani1

, . ° r . Fcaneis.common enemy , to revive his pretenlions in
Italy , and to plunge Europe into a new war,
T he treaty of Cambray, as has been obferved,
did not remove the caufes of enmity between tho
two contending Princes ; it covered up , but did
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THE REIGN OF THE116

Book VI. not extinguifh the flames of difcord . Francis,,
15JS- -*n Particular , who waited with impatience for a

proper occafmn of recovering the reputation as
wed as terri ' ories which he had loft , continued
to carry on his negociations in different courts
againft the Emperor , taking the utmoft pains to
heighten the jealoufy which many Princes en¬
tertained of his power or defigns , and to infpire
the reft with the fame fufpicion and fear : Among
others , he applied to Francis Sforza , who,
though indebted to Charles for the polfeflion of
the dutchy of Milan , had received it on fuch
hard conditions , as rendered him not only a
vaflal of the Empire , but a tributary dependant
upon the Emperor . The honour of having
married the Emperor ’s niece ', did not reconcile
him to this ignominious ftate of fubjedion , which
became fo intolerable even to Sforza , a weak
and poor - fpirited ‘Prince , that he liftened with
eagernefs to the firft propofals Francis made of
refcuing him from the yoke . Thefe propofals
were conveyed to him by Maraviglia . or Mer-
veille , as he is called by the French hiftorians,
a Milanefe gentleman refiding at Paris ; and
foon after , in order to carry on the negociation
with greater advantage , Merveille was fent to
Mdan , on pretence of vifiting his relations , but
with fecret credentials from Francis as his envoy.
In this charader he was received by Sforza. But
notwhhftanding his care to keep that circum-
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ftance concealed , Charles fufpedling , or having Book VL
received information of it , remonftrated and 153 s*
threatened in fuch an hieh tone that the Duke
and his minifters, equally intimidated , gave the
world immediately a moll infamous proof of
their fervile fear of olfending the Emperor . As
Merveille had neither the prudence nor the tem¬
per which the function wherein he was em-k
ployed required , they artfully decoyed him in¬
to a quarrel , in which he happened to kill his an-
tagonift , one of the Duke ’s domefticks , and hav - Dec. 1533,
ing inftantly feized him,  they ordered him to be
tried tor that crime and to be beheaded . Fran¬
cis , no lefs aftonilhed at this violation of a cha¬
racter held facred among the molt uncivilized na¬
tions . than enraged at the infult offered to the dig¬
nity of his crown , threatened Sforza with the ef¬
fects of his indignation , and complained to the
Emperor , whom he confidered as the real author
of that unexampled , outrage . But meeting with
no fatisfadtion from either , he appealed to all the
Princes of Europe , and thought himfelf now en¬
titled to take vengeance for an injury , which
it would have been indecent and pufillanimous
to let pafs with impunity.

Being thus furnilhed with a pretext for be- r̂a|,cis
ginning a war , on which he had already refolved , of
he multiplied his efforts in order to draw in other
Princes to take part in the quarrel . But all his
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meafures for this purpofe were difconcerted by
unforefeen events . After having facrificed "the
honour of his houfe by the marriage of his foil
with Catharine of Medici : in order to gain Cle¬
ment , the death of that Pontiff had deprived
him of all the advantages which he expected to
derive from his friendfhip . Paul , his fucceffor,
though attached by inclination to the Imperial
intereft , feemed determined to maintain the neu¬
trality fuitable to his character as the common
father of the contending Princes . The King of
England , occupied with domeftick cares and pro¬
jects , declined , for once , engaging in the affairs
of the continent , and refufed to affift Francis,
unlefs he would imitate his example , in throw¬
ing off the Papal fupremacy . Thefe difappoint-
ments led him to folicit , with greater earneft-
nefs , the aid of the Proteftant Princes affociated

,by the league of Smalkalde . That he might
the more eafily acquire their confidence , he en¬
deavoured ’ to accommodate himfelf to their pre¬
dominant paffion , zeal for their religious tenets.
He affeded a wonderful moderation with regard
to the points in difpute ; he permitted Bellay,
his envoy in Germany , to explain his fentiments
concerning fome of the moft important articles,
in terms not far different from thofe ufed by the
froteftants 1; he even condefcended to invite

* Freheri Script. Rer. German, iii. 354, &c. Sleid.
Hift. 178. 183- Seckend. lib. iii. 103.
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Melandlhon , whofe gentle manners and pacifick Book YL
fpirit diftinguilhed him among the Reformers , 1535.'
to vifit Paris , that by his affiftance he might
concert the moft proper meafures for reconciling
the contending fedts , which fo unhappily divided
the church 2. Thefe conceffions muft be confi-
dered rather as arts of policy , than the refult of
convidlion ; for whatever impreffion the new
opinions in religion had made on his lifters , the
Oueen of Navarre and Dutchefs of Ferrara , the
gaiety of Francis ’s own temper , and his love of
pleafure , allowed him little leifure to examine
theological controverfies.

But foon after he loft all the fruits of this Trntates

difmgenuous artifice , by a ftep very  inconfiftent them*
with his declarations to the German Princes.
This ftep , however , the prejudices of the age,
and the religious fentiments of his own fubjedls,
rendered it neceflary for him to take . His clofe
union with the King of England , an excommu¬
nicated heretick ; his frequent negociations with
the German Proteftants ; but above all , his giv¬
ing publick -audience to an envoy from Sultan
Solyman , had excited violent fufpicions con¬
cerning the fincerity of his attachment to reli¬
gion . To have attacked the Emperor , who,
on all occafions , made high pretenfions to zeal

Camerarii Vita Ph. Melanifthonis, 12°. Hag. 1659.
p. 12.
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Book VI. in defence o r the Catholick faith , and at the very
1535, juncture when he was preparing for his expe¬

dition againft Barbaroffa , which was then con-
fidered as a pious enterprize , .could not have
failed to conhrm fuch unfavourable fentiments
with regard to f ranch , and called on him to
vindica 'e himfelf by fome extraordinary demon-ftration of his reverence for the eftablifhed doc¬
trines of the church . I he indifcreet zeal of
fome of his fubjects , who had imbibed the Pro-
teflant opinions , furnifhed him with fuch an
occaron as he dehred . 1hey had affixed to the
gates of the Louvre . and other puhlick places,
papers containing indecent reflections on the
doctrines and rites of the Popifh church . Six of
the perfoos concerned in this ralh action were dif-

t  covered and feized . The King , in order to avert
the judgments which it was fuppofed their blaf-
phemies might draw down upon the nation,
appointed a folecnn proceffion . The holv facra-
ment was carried through the city in great pomp ;
Francis walked uncovered before it . bearing a
torch in hi- hand ; the Princes of the blood fup-
ported the canopy over it ; the nobles marched
in order behind . In the prefence of this nume¬
rous alfembly , the King , accuftomed to exprefs
himfelf on every fubjedt in ftrong and animated
language , declared that if one of his hands were
inferred with herefy he would cut it off with
the other , and would not fpare even his own
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children , if found guilty of that crime. As a Book VI,
dreadful proof of his being in earnefl: , the fix un- i $}s*
happy perfons were publickly burnt before the
proceffio 1 was finifhed , with circumftances of
the moft fhocking barbarity attending their exe¬
cution

The  Princes of the league of Smalkalde , filled .̂ hey refute
with refentment and indignation at the cruelty toioinhim'
with which their brethren were treated , could
not conceive Francis to be fincere , when he
offered to protect in Germany thofe very tenets,
which he perfecuted with fuch rigour in his own
dominions ; fo that all Bellay’s art and eloquence
in vindicating his matter , or apologizing for his
conduct , made but little impreffion upon them.
They confidered likewife , that the Emperor,
who hitherto had never employed violence againft
the doctrines of the Reformers , nor even given
them much moleftation in their progrefs , was
now bound by the agreement at Ratifbon , not
to difturb fuch as had embraced the new opi¬
nions ; and the Proteftants wifely regarded this
as a more certain and immediate fecurity , than'
the precarious and diftant hopes with which
Francis endeavoured to allure them . Befides,
the manner in which he had behaved to his allies
at the peace of Gambray , was too recent to be

5 Belcarii Comment Rer. Gallic. 64.6. Sleid . Hifc
175 , &c.
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Booii VI. forgotten , and did not encourage others to rely
jjjj . much on his friendship or generofity . Upon

all thefe accounts , the Proteftant Princes refufed
to affift the trench King in any hoftile attempt
againft the Emperor . The Elector of Saxony,
the moft zealous among them , in order to avoid
giving any umbrage to Charles , would not per¬
mit Melandlhon to vifit the court of France,
although that Reformer , flattered perhaps by
the invitation of fo great a monarch , or hoping
that his prefence there might be of Signal advan¬
tage to the Proteftant caufe , difcovered a Strong
inclination to undertake the journey 4.

The French But  though none of the many Princes who
armyadvan- env je(j or dreaded the power of Charles , would
fpe tnwsrHi : t ‘ _fecond Francis ’s efforts in order to reduce and

circumfcribe it , he , neverthelefs , commanded
his army to advance towards the frontiers of
Italy . As his foie pretext for taking arms was
that he might ^chaftife the Duke of Milan for his
infolent and cruel breach of the law of nations,
it might have been expedled that the whole
weight of his vengeance was to have fallen on
his territories . But on a fudden , and at their
very commencement , the operations of war took
another direction . Charles , Duke of Savoy , one
of the leaft adtive and able Princes of the line

* Camerarii Vita Melan. 142, &c. 415. Seckend. lib. iii.
107.

ces towards
Italy.
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•from which he defcended , had married Beatrix Book VI,
of Portugal , the Emprefs ’s filler . By her great 1535.
talents , fhe foon acquired an abfolute afcendant
over her hufband : and proud of her affinity to
the Emperor or allured by the magnificent pro-
mifes with which he flattered her ambition , fhe
formed an union between the Duke and the Im¬
perial court , extremely inconfiftent with that
neutrality , which wife policy as well as the fitua-
tion of his dominions had hitherto induced him
to obferve in all the quarrels between the con¬
tending Monarchs . Francis was abundantly
fenfible of the diftrefs to which he might be ex-
pofed , if , when he entered Italy , he fliould leave
behind him the territories of a Prince , devoted
fo obfequioufly to the Emperor , that he had fent
his eldefb fon to be educated in the court of
Spain , as a kind of hoftage for his fidelity.
Clement the Seventh , who had reprefented this
danger in a ftrong light during his interview
with Francis at Marfeilles , fuggefted to him , at
the fame time , the proper method of guarding
againft it , having advifed him to begin his ope¬
rations againft the Milanefe , by taking poffeffion
of Savoy and Piedmont , as the only certain way
of fecuring a communication with his own do¬
minions . Francis , highly irritated at the Duke Takes pof-
on many accounts , particularly for having of
plied the Conftable Bourbon with the money savoy’s <io-
that enabled him to levy the body of troops numons-
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Book VI. which ruined the French army in the fatal battle
1555. of Pavia , was not unwilling to let him now feel

both how deeply he relented , and how feverely
he could punilh ĥefe iniuries . Nor did he
want feveral pretexts - which gave fome colour of
equity to the violence that he intended . The
territories of France and Savoy lying contiguous
to each other , and intermingled in many places,
various difputes , unavoidable in fuch a lituation,
fublifted concerning the limits of their refpedive
property ; and befides , Francis , in right of his
mother Louife of Savoy , had large claims upon
the Duke her brother , for her fhare in their fa¬
ther ’s fucceffion . Being unwilling , however,
to begin hoftilities without fome caufe of quarrel
more fpecious than thefe pretenfions . many of
which were obfolete , and others dubious , he
demanded permiffion to march through Pied¬
mont in his way to the Milanefe , hoping that
the Duke , from an excels of attachment to the
Imperial intereft , might refufe this requeft , and
thus give a greater appearance of juftice to all
his operations againft him. But if we may be¬
lieve the hiftorians of Savoy , who appear to be
better informed with regard to this particular
than thofe of hranee ; the Duke readily , and
with a good grace , granted what it was not in
his power to deny , promifing free pafTage to the
French troops as was defired ; fa that Francis,
as the only method now left of juftifying the
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meafures which he determined to take , was Book VI-
obliged to infift for full fatisfaclion with regard 153,5.
to every thing that either the crown of France or
his mother Louife could demand of the houfe
of Savoy !. Such an evafive anfwer , as might
have been expected , being made to this requi-
fition , the French army under the admiral Brion
poured at once into the Duke ’s territories at
different places. The countries of BrefTe and
Bugey , united at that time to Savoy , were over¬
run in a moment . Moft oF the towns in the
dutchy of Savoy opened their gates at the ap¬
proach of the enemy ; a few which attempted to
make rehftance were eafily forced ; and before
the end of the campaign , the Duke faw himfelf
ftripped of all his dominions , but the province
of Piedmont , in which there were not many
places in a condition to be defended.

To complete the Duke ’s misfortunes , the city The city °£
of Geneva , the fovereignty of which he claimed,
and in fome degree poffeffed , threw off his yoke , liberty,
and its revolt drew along with it the lofs of the
adjacent territories . Geneva was , at that time,
an Imperial city ; and though under the diredt
dominion of its own bifhops , and the remote
fovereignty of the Dukes of Savoy , the form of
its internal conftitution was purely republican,

5 Hiftoire Genealogique de Savoye , par Guichenon. 2
tom. fol. Lyon. 1660 , i . 639 , &c.
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Book VI. being governed by fyndics and a council chofen
rSJS- by the citizens . From thefe diftinci and often

clafhing jurifdidtions , two oppofite parties took
their rife , and had long fubfifted in the ftate;
the one compofed of the advocates for the pri¬
vileges of the community , affumed the name of
JEignofz,  or confederates in defence of liberty;
and branded the other , which fupported the epif-
copal or ducal prerogatives , with the name of ■
Mammelukes  or flaves. At length , the Proteflant
opinions beginning to fpread among the citizens,

jsj 3. infpired fuch as embraced them with that bold
enterprizing fpirit which always accompanied or
was naturally produced by them in their firft ope¬
rations . As both the Duke and Bifhop were
from intereft , from prejudice , and from political
confiderations , violent enemies of the Reforma¬
tion , all the new converts joined with warmth
the party of the Eignotz ; and zeal for religion ,
mingling with the love of liberty , added ftrength
to that generous paffion. The rage and animo-
fity of two factions , fhut up within the fame
walls , occafioned frequent infurredtions , which
terminating moftly to the advantage of the
friends of liberty , they daily gained ground.

The Duke and Bifhop , forgetting their an¬
cient contefts about jurifdi &ion , had united
againft their common enemies , and each attack¬
ed them with his proper weapon ?. Hie Bifhop
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excommunicated the people of Geneva as guilty B001
of a double crime ; of impiety , in apoftatizing
from the eftablifhed religion ; and of facrilege,
in invading the rights of his fee. The Duke at¬
tacked them as rebels againft their lawful Prince,
and attempted to render himfelf mailer of the
city , firft by furprize , and then by open force.
The citizens , defpifmg the thunder of the Bi-
lhop’s cenfures , boldly alferted their independ¬
ence againft the Duke ; and partly by their
own valour , partly by the powerful affiftance
which they received from their allies , the canton
of Berne, together with fome final ! fupplies both
of men and money , fecretly furnifhed by the
King of France , they defeated all his attempts.
Not fatisfied with having repulfed him , or with
remaining always upon the defenfive themfelves,
they now took advantage of the Duke ’s inabi¬
lity to refill them,  while overwhelmed by the
armies of France , and feized feveral caftles and
places of flrength which he polfeffed in the
neighbourhood of Geneva ; thus delivering the
city from thofe odious monuments of its former
fubjedion , and rendering the publick liberty
more fecure for the future . At the fame time
the canton of Berne invaded and conquered the
Pays de Vaud , to which it had fome pretenfions.
The canton of Friburgh , though zealoufly at¬
tached to the Catholick religion , and having no
fubjed of conteft with the Duke , laid hold on
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Book VI. part of the fpoils of that unfortunate Prince., A
1535. great portion of thefe conquefts or ufurpations

being ftill retained by the two cantons , add con-
ftdtrably to their power , and have become the
moft valuable part o their territories . Geneva ,
notwithstanding many fchemes and enterprizes
of the Dukes of Savoy to re-eftablilh their do¬
minion there , ftill keeps poffeffion of its inde¬
pendence , and in confequence of that bleffing,
has attained a degree of confideration , wealth
and elegance , which it could not otherwife havereached ' .

TheEmpe- Amidst fuch a fucceflion of difaftrous events,
rt“r “^ b,he the Duke of Savoy had no other refource but
Duke of the Emperor ’s protection , which upon his re-s»v°y. turn from Tunis , he demanded with the moft

earneft importunity ; and as his misfortunes
were occafioned chiefly by his attachment to the
Imperial intereft , he had a juft title to imme¬
diate affiftance. Charles , howe ' er , was not in
a condition to fupport him with that vigour and
difpatch which the exigency of his affairs c ailed
for . Moft of the troops employed in the Afri¬
can expedition , having been raifed for that fer-vice alone , were difbanded as foon as it was

Hill, de la Ville de Geneve, par Spon. 12°. Utr.
168V p- 99- Hift. de la Reformation de Suiffe, par Rou-chat, Gen. 1728 . tom. iv. p. 294, &c. tom. v. p. 216, &e.Mem. de Bellay, i8x.

finilhed;
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finifhed ; the veteran forces under Antonio de Book VI.
Leyva were hardly fufficient for the defence of 1^35.
the Milanefe ; and the Emperor ’s treafury was
entirely drained by his vaft efforts againft the
Infidels.

But the death of Francis Sforza, occalioned, oa-
according to fome hiftorians , by the terror of a sforza  Duke
French invafion , which had twice been fatal to ofMilan-
his Family , afforded the Emperor full leifure to
prepare for aCtion. By this unexpected event,
the nature of the war , and the caufes of difcord,
were totally changed . Francis ’s firft pretext for
taking arms , in order to chaftife Sforza for the
infult offered to the dignity of his crown , was at
once cut off ; but as that Prince died without
iffue, all Francis ’s rights to the dutchy of Milan,
which he had yielded only to Sforza and his
pofterity , returned back to him in full force.
As the recovery of the Milanefe was the fa¬
vourite objedt of that Monarch , he inftantly
renewed his claim to it ; and if he had fupported
his pretenfions by ordering the powerful army
quartered in Savoy to advance without lofing a
moment towards Milan , he could hardly have
failed to fecure the important point of poffeffion.
But Francis , who became daily lefs enterprizing
as he advanced in years, and who was overawed
at fome times into an excels of caution by the
remembrance of his palt misfortunes , ende%-

Vol . HI. K
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Book VI. voured to eftablifh his rights by negotiation,
15; .̂ not by arms ; and from a timid moderation,
Francis’s fatal in all great affairs , negledted to improve
tothat 10”*^ e favourable opportunity which prefen ted it-
dutchy. felf. Charles was more decifive in his opera¬

tions , and in quality of fovereign , took pof-
feftion of the dutchy , as a vacant fief of the Em¬
pire . While Francis endeavoured to explain and
affert his title to it , by arguments and memo,
rials, or employed various arts in order to recon.
cile the Italian powers to the thoughts of his re¬
gaining footing in Italy , his rival was filently tak¬
ing effedlual fteps to prevent it. The Emperor,
however , was very careful not to difcover too
early any intention of this kind ; but feeming to
admit the equity of Francis ’s claim, he appeared
folicitous only about giving him poffeffion in
fuch a manner as might not diflurb the peace of
Europe , or overturn the balance of power in Italy,
which the politicians of that country were fo fond
of preferving . By this artifice he deceived Francis,
and gained fo much confidence with the reft of
Europe ' , that almoft without incurring any fuf-
picion , he involved the affair in new difficulties,
and protradted the negociations at pleafure.
Sometimes he propofed to grant the inveftiture
of Milan to the Duke of Orleans , Francis ’s
fecond fon , fometimes to the Duke of Angou-
leme , his third fon ; as the views and inclinations
of the French court varied , he transferred his
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choice alternately from the one to the other, Book YI,
with fuch profound and well -conducted diffimu- xs3 S‘
lation , that neither Francis nor his minifters
feem to have penetrated his real intention ; and
all military operations were entirely fufpended,
as if nothing had remained but to enter quietly
into polfeffion of what they demanded.

D uring the interval gained in this manner , 1536.-
Charles , on his return from Tunis , affembledCharles’s
the ftates both of Sicily and Naples , and as they PJrê a7raci0ns
thought themfelves greatly honoured by the pre¬
fence of their fovereign , and were no lefs pleafed
with the apparent difintereftednefs of his expe¬
dition into Africa , than dazzled by the fuccefs
which had attended his arms, prevailed , on them
to vote him fuch liberal fubfidies as were feldom
granted in that age. This enabled him to re¬
cruit his veteran troops * to levy a body of Ger¬
mans , and to take every other proper precaution
for executing or fupporting the tneafures 011
which he had determined . Bellay , the French
envoy in Germany , having difcovered the inten¬
tion of raifing troops in that country , notwith-
ftanding all the pretexts employed in order to
conceal it , firft alarmed his mafter with this evi¬
dent proof of the Emperor ’s infincerity 7. But
Francis was fo poffeffed at that time with the

7 Mem . de Bellay, 19s.
K 3

%
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Book VI.
1536.

The Empe¬
ror enters
Rome.
April 6.

13 ^

rage of negociation , in all the artifices and re¬
finements of which his rival far furpaffed him,
that inftead of beginning his military operations,
and pufhing them with vigour , or feizing the
IVlilanefe before the Imperial army was affem-
bled , he fatisfied himfelf with making new offers
to the Emperor , in order to procure the invefti-
ture by his voluntary deed . His offers were , in¬
deed , fo liberal and advantageous , that if ever
Charles had intended to grant his demand , he
could not have rejedted them with decency. He
dexteroufly eluded them by declaring that , un¬
til he confulted the Pope in perfon , he could not
take his final refolution with regard to a point
which fo nearly concerned the peace of Italy.
By this evafion he gained fome farther time for
ripening the fchemes which he had in view.

The Emperor at laft advanced towards Rome,
and made his publick entry into that city with
extraordinary pomp ; but it being found necef-
fary to remove the ruins of an ancient temple of
Peace , in order to widen one of the ftreets,
through which the cavalcade had to pafs, all the
hiftorians take notice of this trivial circumftance,
which they are fond to interpret as an omen of
the bloody war that followed . Charles , it is
certain , had by this time banifhed all thoughts
of peace ; and at laft threw off the mafk , with
which he had fo long covered his defigns from
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the court of France , by a declaration of his fen- Book VI.
timents no lels lingular than explicit . The
French ambalTadors having in their matter 's
name demanded a definitive reply to his pro-
pofitions concerning the inveftiture of Milan,
Charles promifed to give it next day in prefence
of the Pope and Cardinals affembled in full
confiftory . Thefe being accordingly met , and His pubiicic
all the foreign ambafiadors invited to attend,
the Emperor ftood up , and addreffing himfelf Francis,
to the Pope , expatiated for fome time on the
iincerity of his own wifhes for the peace of
Chriftendom , as well as his abhorrence of war,
the miferies of which he enumerated at great
length , with ttudied and elaborate oratory ; he
complained that all his endeavours to preferve
the tranquillity of Europe had hitherto been de¬
feated by the reftlefs and unjuft ambition of the
French King ; that even during his minority he
had proofs of the unfriendly and hoftile inten¬
tions of that Monarch , that afterwards , he had
openly attempted to wreft from him the Imperial
crown which belonged to him by a title no lefsjutt
than natural ; that he had next invaded his king¬
dom of Navarre ; that not fatisfied with this , he
had attacked his territories as well as thofe of his
allies both in Italy and the Low Countries ; that
when the valour of the Imperial troops , rendered
irrefiftible by the protection of the Almighty,
had checked his progrefs , ruined his armies, and

K 3
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Book VI. feized his perfon , he continued to purfue by de-
153 (5. ceit what he had undertaken with injuftice ; that

he had violated every article in the treaty of
Madrid to which he owed his liberty , and as
foon as he returned to his dominions took mea-
fures for rekindling the war which that pacifi¬
cation had happily extinguifhed ; that when new
misfortunes compelled him to fue again for
peace at Cambray , he concluded and obferved
it with equal infincerity ; that foon thereafter he
had formed dangerous connexions with the here¬
tical Princes in Germany , and incited them to
difturb the tranquillity of the Empire ; that now
he had driven the Duke of Savoy , his brother^
in -law and ally , out of the greater part of his ter¬
ritories ; that after injuries fo often repeated , and
amidft fo many fources of difcord , all hope of
amity or concord became defperate ; and though
he was Hill willing to grant the inveftiture of
Milan to one of the Princes of France , there was
little probability of that event ’"' taking place , as
Francis , on the one hand , would not confent to
what he judged neceffary lor fecuring the tran¬
quillity of Europe , nor , on the other , could he
think it reafonable or fafe to give a rival the un¬
conditional pofleffion of all that he demanded.
Let us not , however , added he , continue wan-

ciiai'engts tonly to filed the blood of our innocent fubjects >
fi,™ie°coni- let us clecKfe tlie  quarrel man to man , with what
t>« . arms he pleafes to chufe , in our Shirts , on an
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iflancl, a bridge , or aboard a galley moored in a Book VI.
river ; let the dutchy of Burgundy be put in i ; ; <S.
depofxt on his part , and that of Milan on mine;
theie lhall be the prize of the Conqueror ; and
after that , Jet the united forces of Germany,
Spain , and France , be employed to humble the
power of the Turk , and to extirpate herefy out
of Chriftendom . But if he, by declining this me¬
thod of terminating our differences , renders war '
inevitable , nothing lhall divert me from profe-
cuting it to fuch extremity , as lhall reduce one
of us to be the pooreft gentleman in his own
dominions. Nor do I fear that it will be on me
this misfortune lhall fall; I enter upon action
with the faireft profpeel of fuccefs ; the juftice
of my caufe , the union of my fubjects, the num¬
ber and valour of my troops , the experience and
fidelity of my generals , all combine to enfure it.
Of all thefe advantages , the Jung of France is
deftitute ; and were my refources no more cer¬
tain , and my hopes of victory no better founded
than his , I would inftantly throw myfelf at his
feet , and with folded hands , and rope about
my neck , implore his mercy 8.

This  long harangue the Emperor delivered
with an elevated voice , a haughty tone , and the
greateft vehemence of expreffion and gefture.
The French ambaffadors , who did not fully

5 Bellay , 199 . Sandov. Hiftor. del Emper . II . 226,
K 4
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Book VI. comprehend his meaning , as he fpake in the
153-5. Spanifh tongue , were totally difconcerted , and

at a lofs how they Ihould anfwer fuch an unex¬
pected invedive ; when one of them began to
vindicate his mafter ’s conduit , Charles inter-

' pofed abruptly , and would not permit him to
proceed . The Pope , without entering into any
particular detail , fatisfied himfelf with a Ihort
but pathetick recommendation of peace, together
with an offer of employing his fmcere endea¬
vours in order to procure that bleffing to Cfirif-
tendom ; and the affembly broke up in the
greateft aftonifhment at the extraordinary fcene
which had been exhibited . In no part of his

The motives condud , indeed , did Charles ever deviate fo
inerfare**1' w 'f^y his general charader . Inftead of

that prudent recolledion , that compofed and re¬
gular deportment fo flridly attentive to deco¬
rum , and fo admirably adapted to conceal his
own paffions, for which he was at all other times
confpicuous , he appears on this occafion before
the moft auguft affembly in Europe , boafting
of his own powvr and exploits with infolence;
inveighing againft his enemy with indecency;
and challenging him to combat with an oflenta-
tious valour , more becoming a champion in
romance , than the firft Monarch in Chriften-
dorm But the well-known and powerful opera¬
tion of continued profperity , as well as of exag¬
gerated praife, even upon the firmed minds,
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fufficiently account for this feeming inconfiltency.
After having compelled Solyman to retreat , and
having ftripped Barbaroffa of a kingdom , Charles
began to confider his arms as invincible . He had
been entertained , ever fince his return from
Africa , with repeated fcenes of triumphs and
publick rejoicings ; the orators and poets of Italy,
the moft elegant at that time in Europe , had
exhaufted their genius in panegyrick , to which
the aftrologers added magnificent promifes of a
more fplendid fortune ftill 'in (lore . Intoxicated
with all thefe , he forgot his ufual referve and
moderation , and was unable to reftrain this
extravagant fally of vanity , which became the
more remarkable , by being both fo uncommon
and fo publick.

He  himfelf feems to have been immediately
fenfible of the impropriety of his behaviour , and
when the French ambafladors demanded next
day a more clear explanation of what he had
faid concerning the combat , he told them that
they were not to confider his propofal as a
formal challenge to their mafter , but as an expe¬
dient for preventing bloodfhed ; he endeavoured
to foften other exprelfions in his difcourfe ; and
fpoke in terms full of refpedl towards Francis.
But though this flight apology was far from
being fufficient to remove the offence which had
been given , Francis , by an unaccountable in-

Book
1556.
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Book VI. fatuation , continued to negociate , as if it had
1<; 36. ftill been poffible to bring their differences to a

period by an amicable compofition . Charles,
finding him fo eager to run into the fnare , fa¬
voured the deception , and by feeming to liften
to his propofals gained time to prepare for the
execution of his own defigns

Charles At  laft , the Imperial army aflembled on the
France! frontiers °f the Milanefe , to the amount of forty

thoufand foot , and *ten thoufand horfe , while
that of France encamped near Vercelli in Pied¬
mont , being greatly inferior in number , and
weakened by the departure of a body of Swifs,
whom Charles artfully perfuaded the Popifh
cantons to recal , that they might not ferve
againlt the Duke of Savoy , their ancient ally.
The French general , not daring to rifque a
battle , retired as foon as the Imperialifts ad-

May 6. vanced . The Emperor put himfelf at the head
of his forces , which the Marquis del Guafto,
the Duke of Alva , and Ferdinand de Gonzaga
commanded under him , though the fupreme di¬
rection of the whole was committed to Antonio
de Leyva , whofe abilities and experience jullly
entitled him to that diftindtion . Charles foon dif-
covered his intention not to confine his opera¬
tions to the recovery of Piedmont and Savoy ,

* Mem. de Bellay, 205, &c.
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but to pulh forward and invade the fouthem Book VI.
provinces of France . This fcheme he had long 1536.
meditated , and had long been taking mea^ jres
for executing it with fuch vigour as might en-
fure fuccefs. He had remitted large fums to his
fifter , the governefs of the Low Countries , and
to his brother , the King of the Romans , inftrudt-
ing them to levy all the forces in their power,
in order to form two feparate bodies , the one to
enter France on the fide of Picardy , the other on
the fide of Champagne ; while he , with the
main army, fell upon the oppofite frontier of the
kingdom . Trufting to thefe vaft preparations , he
thought it impoffible that Francis could refill fo
many unexpected attacks , on fuch different quar¬
ters ; and began his enterprize with fuch confi¬
dence of its happy iffue, that he defired Jovius
the hiftorian , to make a large provifion of paper
fufficient to record the victories which he was
going to acquire.

His minifiers and generals , inftead of enter¬
taining the fame fanguine hopes , reprefented to
him in the ftrongefl terms the danger of leading
his troops fo far from his own territories , to fuch
a diftance from his magazines , and into pro¬
vinces which did not yield fufficient fubiiftence
for their own inhabitants . They entreated him
to confider the inexhauftible refources of France
in maintaining a defenfive war,  and the active
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Book VI. zeal with which a gallant nobility would ferve a
Pripce whom they loved , in repelling the ene-
mi^ j of their country ; they recalled to his re¬membrance the fatal mifcarriage of Bourbon
and Pefcara , when they ventured upon the fame
enterprize under circumfbnces which feemed as
certainly to promife fuccefs ; the Marquis del
Guafto in particular , fell on his knees , and
conjured him to abandon the undertaking as
defperate . But many circumfiances combined
in leading Charles to difregard all their remon-
ftrances . He could feldom be brought , on any
occafion , to depart from a refolution which he
had once taken ; he was too apt to under -rate
and defpife the talents of his rival the King of
France , becaufe they differed fo widely from his
own ; he was blinded by the prefumption which
accompanies profperity ; and relied , perhaps , in
fome degree on the prophecies which predicted
the increafe of his own grandeur . He not only
adhered obftina ely to his own plan , but deter¬
mined to advance towards France without wait¬
ing for the reduction of any part of Piedmont,
except fuch towns as were abfolutely neceffary
for preferving his communication with the Mi-lanefe.

Recovers The Marquis de Saluces , to whom Francis
nuke°ofthehad entruffed the command of a fmall body of
Savoy’s do- troops left for the defence of Piedmont , renderedminims.
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tliis more eafy than Charles had any reafon to Book  VI.
exped . That nobleman , educated in the court i $$6.
of France , diftinguifhed by continual marks of
the King’s favour , and honoured fo lately with
a charge of fuch importance , fuddenly , and
without any provocation or pretext of difguft,
revolted from his benefador . His motives to
this treacherous adion , were as childifli as the
deed itfelf was bafe. Being ftrongly portelfed
with a fuperftitious faith in divination and aftro-
logy , he believed with full affurance , that the
fatal period of the French nation was at hand;
that on its ruins the Emperor would eftablifh an
univerfal monarchy ; that therefore he ought to
follow the dictates of prudence , in attaching
himfelf to his rifing fortune , and could incur ner
blame for deferring a Prince whom heaven had
devoted to deftrudion His reafon became
{fill more odious , by his employing that very
authority with which Francis had inverted him ,
in order to open the kingdom to his enemies.
Whatever was propofed or undertaken by the
officers under his command for the defence of
their conquefts , he rejeded or defeated . What¬
ever properly belonged to himfelf as commander
in chief , to provide or perform for that pur-
pofe, he totally neglected . In this manner , he ren¬
dered towns even of the greateft confequence
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Book VI. untenable , by leaving them deftitute either of
1536. provifions , or ammunition , or artillery , or a

fufficient garrifon ; and the Imperiahfts muft
have reduced Piedmont in as ffiort a time as
Was neceffary to march through it , if Montpezat,
the governor of Foffano , had not , by an extra¬
ordinary effort of courage and military conduct,
detained them almoft a month , before that in*
confiderable place.

Francis’s By  this meritorious and feafonable fervice , he
g^ ed his mafter fufficient time for affembling

his king, his forces , and for concerting a fyftem of de*
d°m. fence againft a danger which he now faw to be

inevitable . Francis fixed upon the only proper*
and effectual plan for defeating the invafion of a
powerful enemy ; and his prudence in chufing
this plan , as well as his perfeverance in execut¬
ing it , deferve the greater praife , as it was
equally contrary to his own natural temper , and
to the genius of the French nation . He deter¬
mined to remain altogether upon the defenfive;
never to hazard a battle , or even a great fkir-
mifh , without certainty of fuccefs ; to fortily ' his
camps in a regular manner , to throw garrifons
only into towns of great ftrength ; to deprive
the enemy of fubfiftence , by laying wafte the
country before them ; and to fave the whole
kingdom , by facrificing one of its provinces.
The execution of this plan he committed en*
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tirely to the marechal Montmorency , who was Book IV.
the author of it ; a man wonderfully fitted by
nature for fuch a truft . Haughty , fevere , con-®nt™®*
fident in his own abilities, and defpifing thofe of rencywjt|,
other men ; incapable of being diverted from the exec "'
any refolution by remonftrances or entreaties ; tlon° **
and in profecuting any fcheme , regardlefs alike
of love and of pity.

Montmorency made choice of a ftrong He encamps
camp under the walls of Avignon , at the con- at Avl £" on'
fluence of the Rhone and Durance , one of
which plentifully fupplied his troops with all
necelfaries from the inland provinces , and the
other covered his camp on that fide , where it
was mod probable the enemy would approach.
He laboured with unwearied induftry to render
the fortifications of this camp impregnable , and
affembled there a confiderable army , though
greatly inferior to that of the enemy ; while the
King with another body of troops encamped at
Valence , higher up the Rhone . Marfeilles and
Arles were the only towns he thought it necef-
fary to defend ; the former , in order to retain
the command of the fea ; the latter , as the bar¬
rier of the province of Languedoc ; and each of
thefe he furnifhed with numerous garrifons o£
his belt troops , commanded by officers , on
whofe fidelity and valour he could rely. The
inhabitants of the other towns as well as of the
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Book VI.

1536.

Charles en-
ters Pro¬
vence.

open country , were compelled to abandon their
houfes , and were conducted to the mountains,
to the camp at Avignon , or to the inland pro¬
vinces . The fortifications of fuch places as might
have afforded fheltcr or defence to the enemy,
were thrown down . Corn , forage , and provi-
fions of every kind , were carried away or de-
ffroyed ; all the mills and ovens were ruined,
and the wells filled up or rendered ufelefs. The
devaftation extended from the Alps to Mar-
feilies , and from the fea to the confines of
Dauphine ; nor does hiftory afford any inftance
among civilized nations , in which this cruel
expedient for the publick fafety was employed '
with the fame rigour.

Meanwhile , the Emperor arrived with the
van of his army on the frontiers of Provence ,
and was frill fo poffeffed with confidence of fuc-
cefs , that during a few days , when he was
obliged to halt until the reft of his troops came
up , he began to divide his future conquefts
among his officers ; and as a new incitement to
ferve him with zeal , gave them liberal promifes
of offices, lands , and honours in France The
face of defolation , however , which prefented
itfelf to him , when he entered the country , be¬
gan to damp his hopes ; and convinced him that

“ Bellay, 266, a.
a Mo-
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a Monarch , who , in order to diftrefs an enemy , Book VI.
had voluntarily ruined one of his richeft pro-
vinces , would defend the reft with obftinate de-
fpair . Nor was it long before he became fenfible,
that Francis ’s plan of defence was as prudent as
it appeared to be extraordinary . His fleet , on
which Charles chiefly depended for fubfiftence,
was prevented for fome time by contrary winds,
and other accidents to which naval operations
are fubject , from approaching the French coaft;
even after its arrival , it afforded at beft a pre¬
carious and fcanty fupply to fuch a numerous
body of troops 11; nothing was to be found in
the country itfelf for their fupport ; nor could
they draw any confiderable aid from the domi¬
nions of the Duke of Savoy , exhaufted already
by maintaining two great armies. The Empe¬
ror was no lefs embarraffed how to employ , than
how to fubfift his forces ; for , though he was
now in poffeffion of almoft an entire province ,
he could not be faid to have the command of it,
while he held only defencelefs towns ; and while
the French , befides their camp at Avignon,
continued mafters of Marfeilles and Arles . At
firft he thought of attacking the camp , and of
terminating the war by one deciftve blow ; but
fkilful officers , who were appointed to view it,
declared the attempt to be utterly impracticable.

11 Sandov. ii. 231.
Vox .. III. L
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Book VI . He then gave orders to inveft Marfeilles and

Arles , hoping that the French would quit their
BcCeges advantageous poft in order to relieve them:
jviarftiiics . j\ i ont ,norenC y adhering firmly to his plan,

remained immoveable at Avignon , and the Im-
perialifts met with fuch a warm reception from
the garrifons of both towns , that they relin¬
quished their enterprizes with lofs and difgrace.
As a lad effort , the Emperor advanced once
more towards Avignon , though with an army
harafled by the perpetual incurfions of fmall
parties of the French light troops , weakened by
difeafes , and difpirited by difafters , which feemed
more intolerable , becaufe they were unexpected.

Montmo . During thefe operations Montmorency found

re, ‘cy’s for-himfelf expofed to greater danger from his own
adhering to troops than from the enemy ; and their inconfi-
his plan of derate valour went near to have precipitated the

it .tnse. I;jngdom into thofe calamities , which he with
fuch indulhy and caution had endeavoured to
avoid . Unaccuftomed to behold an enemy ra¬
vaging their country almoft without controul;
impatient of fuch long inadtion ; unacquainted
with the flow and remote , but certain effedts of
Montmorency ’s fyftem of defence ; the French
wilhed for a battle with no lefs ardour than the
Imperialifts . They confulered the conduct of
their general as a difgrace to their country . His
caution they imputed to timidity ; his circum-
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fpedlion to want of fpirit ; and the con(Fancy Book "VI.
with which he purfued his plan , to obftinacy or 1556,
pride . Thefe reflections , whifpered at firft
among the foldiers and fubalterns , were adopted,
by degrees , by officers of higher rank ; and as
many of them envied Montmorency ’s favour
with the King , and more were diflatisfied with
his harfli difgufting manner , the difeontent foon
became great in his camp , which was filled with
general murmurings and almoft open complaints
againft his meafures. Montmorency , on whom
the fentiments of his own troops made as little
impreffion as the infults of the enemy , adhered
fleadily to his fyftem , though , in order to re¬
concile the army to his maxims , no lefs contrary
to the genius of the nation , than to the ideas of
war among undifeiplined troops , he affumed an
unufual affability in his deportment , and often
explained with great condefcenfion the motives
of his conduct , the advantages which had already
refulted from it , and the certain fuccefs with
which it would be attended . At laft Francis
joined his army at Avignon , which having re¬
ceived feveral reinforcements , he now confidered
as of ftrength fufficient to face the enemy . As
he had put no fmall conftraint upon himfelf , in
confenting that his troops fhould remain fo
long upon the defenfive , it can hardly be doubt¬
ed but that his fondnefs for what was dar¬
ing and fplendid , added to the impatience both

L 3
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Book  VI. of officers and foldiers , would at laft have Over-
is 56. ruled Montmorency ’s falutary caution 13.

The retreat Happily the retreat of the enemy delivered

edconditifn the kingdom from the danger which any ralh

of the im- refolution might have occafioned . The Empe -<
penal army. roj . ^ a f ter fp enc [ing two inglorious months in

Provence , without having performed any thing
fuitable to his vaft preparations , or that could
juftify the confidence with which he had boafted
of his own power , found that , befides Antonio
de Leyva , and other officers of diftin &ion , he
had loft one half of his troops by difeafes , or by
famine ; and that the reft were in no condition
to ftruggle any longer with calamities , by which
fo many of their companions had periffied.
Neceffity , therefore extorted from him orders
to retire ; andfthough he was fome time in mo¬
tion before the French fufpeded his intention , a
body of light troops , affifted by crowds of pea-
fants , eager to be revenged on thofe who had
brought fuch defolation on their country , hung
upon the rear of the Imperialifts , and by feizing
every favourable opportunity of attacking them,
threw them often into confufton . The road by
which they fled , for they purfued their march
with fuch diforder and precipitation , that it
fcarcely deferves the name of a retreat , was
fire wed with arms or baggage , which in their

33 Mem. de Bellay, 269, &c. 312, &c,
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hurry and trepidation they had abandoned , and Book VL
covered with the fick , the wounded , and the 15 36.
dead ; infomuch that Martin BelJay , an eye-
witnefs of their calamities , endeavours to give
his readers fome idea of it , by comparing their
miferies to thofe which the Jews fuffered from
the victorious and deftructive arms of the Ro¬
mans *\ If Montmorency at this critical mo¬
ment had advanced with all his forces , nothing
could have faved the whole Imperial army from
utter ruin. But that general , by {landing fo
long and fo obftinately on the defenfive , had
become cautious to excefs ; his mind tenacious
of any bent it had once taken , could not affume
a contrary one as fuddenly as the change of cir-
cumftances required ; and he {fill continued to
repeat his favourite maxims , that it was more
prudent to allow the lion to efcape, than to drive
him to defpair ; and that a bridge of gold fhould
be made for a retreating enemy.

The Emperor having conducted the {battered
remains of his troops to the frontiers of Milan,
and appointed the marquis del Guafto to fucceed.
Leyva in the government of the dutchy , fet
out for Genoa . As he could not bear to ex-
p.ofe himfelf to the fcorn of the Italians , after
fuch a fad reverfe of fortune ; and did not choofe,

14 Mem. de Bellay. 316. Sandov. {lift, del Emper. ji.
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Sook VI. under his prefent circumftances, to revifit thofe
1536, cities through which he had fo lately paffed in

triumph for one conqueft , and in certain expec-
tation of another j he embarked directly for

November. Spam .

Operations Non was the progrefs of his arms on the op-
in ftcar .iy, poftte frontier of France fuch as to alleviate in

any degree the Ioffes which he had fuftained in
Provence. Bellay by his addrefs and intrigues
had prevailed on fo many of the German Princes
to withdraw the contingent of troops which they
had fumilhed to the King of the Romans , that
he was obliged to lay afide all thoughts of his
intended irruption into Champagne. Though
a powerful army levied in the Low Countries
entered Picardy , which they found but feebly
guarded , while the ftrength of the kingdom was
drawn towards the fouth ; yet the nobility tak¬
ing arms with their ufual alacrity , fupplied by
their fpirit the defects of the King’s preparations,
and defended Peronne , and other towns which
were attacked , with fuch vigour , as obliged the
enemy to retire without making any conqueft of
importance ” .

Thus Francis, by the prudence of his own
meafures, and by the union and valour of his

” Jovii Hiltor. lib. xxxv, p. 174, &c.
“ Mem. de Bellay, 318, &c.
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fubjedts , rendered abortive thofe vad efforts in- Book VI.
which his rival had almod exhaufted his whole 1336.
force . As this humbled the Emperor ’s arrogance
no lefs than it checked his power , he was mor¬
tified more feniibly on this occafion than on any
other , during the cou.rfe of the long con tells be¬
tween him and the French Monarch.

One circumftance alone embittered the joy nmh of  the

with which the fuccefs of the campaign inlpired Dauph,n‘
Francis . That was the death of the Dauphin,
his elded fon , a Prince of great hopes , and ex¬
tremely beloved by the people on account of his
refemblance to his father . This happening hid¬
den ly , was imputed to poifon , not only by the
vulgar , fond of afcribing the death of illudrious
perfonages to extraordinary caufes , but by the
King and his miniders . The count de Monte - imputed t«
cuculi , an Italian nobleman , cup-bearer to the 1’0'1'’"'
Dauphin , being feized on fufpicion and put to
the torture , openly charged the Imperial gene¬
rals , Gonzaga and Leyva , with having inlli-
gated him to the commillion of that crime : he
even threw out fome indirect and obfcure accufa-
tions . againd the Emperor himfelf. At a time
when all France was animated with implacable
hatred againd Charles , this uncertain and extorted
charge was confidered as an incontedible proof
of guilt ; while the confidence with which both
he and his officers affcrted their own innocence,
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Book VI. together with the indignation as well as horror
1536. which they expreffed on their being fuppofed

capable of fuch a deteftable acftion, were little
attended to , and lefs regarded 17. It is evident,
however , that the Emperor could have no in¬
ducement to perpetrate fuch a crime , as Francis
was Hill in the vigour of life himfelf , and had
two fons , befide the Dauphin , grown up to a
good age. That fingle confideration , without
mentioning the Emperor ’s general character,
unblemifhed by the imputation of any deed re-
femblmg this in atrocity , is more than fuf-
ficient to counterbalance the weight of a dubious
teftimony uttered during the anguilh of torture 18.
According to the moft unprejudiced hiflorians,
the Dauphin ’s death was. occafioned by his hav¬
ing drunk too freely of cold water after over¬
heating himfelf at tennis ; and this account , as
it is the moft Ample , is likewife the moft cre¬
dible . But if his days were cut ffiort by poifon,
it is not improbable that the Emperor con¬
jectured rightly , when he affirmed that it had
been adminiftered by the direction of Catharine
of Medici , in order to fecure the crown to the
Duke of Orleans , her hufband I9. The advan¬
tages refulting to her by the Dauphin ’s death,
Were obvious as well as great ; nor did her

” Mem . de Bellay, 289.
Sandov. Hift. del Emper. ii. 251.
Vera y Zuniga Vida de Carlos V. p. 7; .
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boundlefs and daring ambition ever fcruple at Book VI.
any action neceffary towards attaining the ob- 153 <5.
jedts which Ihe had in view.

Next year opened with a tranfaclion very 1 ^ 7.
uncommon , but fo incapable of producing any Decree of
effed , that it would notdeferve to be mentioned, lhe par’,a'
if it were not a ftnking proof of the perfonal paris againft
animofity which mingled itfelf in all the hofti- the Emfc*
lities between Charles and Francis , and which
often betrayed them into fuch indecencies to¬
wards each other , as leffened the dignity of
both . Francis , accompanied by the peers and
princes of the blood , having taken his feat in
the parliament of Paris with the ufual folemni-
ties , the advocate -general appeared ; and after
accufmg Charles of Auftria (for fo he affeded
to call the Emperor ), of having violated the
treaty of Cambray , by which he was abfolved
from the homage due to the crown of France
for the counties of Artois and Flanders , infilled
that this treaty being now void , he was ftill to
be confidered as a vaffal of the crown , and by
confequence , had been guilty of rebellion in
taking arms againft his fovereign ; and therefore
be demanded that Charles Ihould be fummoned
to appear in perfon , or by his counfel , before
the parliament of Paris , his legal judges , to an-
fwer for his crime. The requeft was granted;
a herald repaired to the frontiers of Picardy , and
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Book VI. fummoned him with the accuftomed formalities,
1537. to aPPear againft a day prefixed . That term

being expired , and no perfon appearing in his
name , the parliament gave judgment , “ That
Charles of Auftria had forfeited by rebellion and
contumacy thofe fiefs ; declared Flanders and
Artois to be re-united to the crown of France
and ordered their decree for this purpofe to be
publiihed by found of trumpet on the frontiers
of thefe provinces ” .

Campaign Soon after this vain difplay of his refentment,
the "low-  rather than of his power , Francis marched to-
Countries. wards the Low Countries , as if he had intended
March. to  execute the fentence which his parliament had

pronounced , and to feize thofe territories which
it had awarded to him . As the Queen of Hun¬
gary , to whom her brother the Emperor had
committed the government of that part of his
dominions , was not prepared for fo early a cam¬
paign , he at firft made fome progrefs , and took
feveral towns of importance . But being obliged
foon to leave his army , in order to fuperintend
the other operations of war , the Flemings hav¬
ing affembled a numerous army , not only re¬
covered mod of the places which they had loft,
but began to make conquefts in their turn . At

” Lettres et Memoircs d’Etat, par Ribier, 2 tom . Blois.
1666 . tom. i. p. 1,
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laft they inverted Terouenne , and the Duke of Book VI.
Orleans , now Dauphin , by the death of his 1537.
brother , and Montmorency , whom Francis had
honoured with the conftable ’s fword , as the re¬
ward of his great fervices during the former
campaign , determined to hazard a battle in
order to relieve it . While they were advancing Afufpen-
for this purpofe , and within a few miles of the arms
enemy , they were ftopt fhort by the arrival of an
herald from the Queen of Hungary , acquaint,
ing him that a fufpenfion of arms was now
agreed upon,

This unexpected event was owing to the zeal-
ous endeavours of the two filters , the Queens
of France and of Hungary , who had long la¬
boured to reconcile the contending Monarchs.
The war in the Netherlands had laid wafte the
frontier provinces of both countries , without any
real advantage to either . The French and
Flemings equally regretted the interruption of
their commerce , which was beneficial to both-
Charles as well as Francis , who had each {trained
to the utmolt , in order to fupport the valt opera¬
tions of the former campaign , found that they
could not now keep armies on foot in this quar¬
ter , without weakening their operations in Pied¬
mont , where both wilhed to pulh the war with
the greatelt vigour . All thefe circumltances fa- July 30.
cilitated the negociations of the two Queens ; a
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Book VI. truce was concluded , to continue in force for
1537. ten months , but it extended no farther than the

Low Countries 21.

ami in In Piedmont the war was ftill profecuted with

Piedmont . g rea( . animofity ; and though neither Charles
nor Francis could make the powerful , efforts to
which this animofity prompted them , they con¬
tinued to exert themfelves like combatants,
whofe rancour remains after their ftrength is ex-
haufted . Towns were alternately loft and re¬
taken ; fkirmifhes were fought every day ; and
much blood was fhed,  without any decifive ac¬
tion , that gave the fuperiority to either fide. At
laft the two Queens , determining not to leave
unfinifhed the good work which they had begun,
prevailed , by their importunate folicitations , the
one on her brother , the other on her hufband,
to confent alfo to a truce in Piedmont for three
months . The conditions of it were , that each
fhould keep poffefTion of what was in his hands,
and after leaving garrifons in the towns , fhould
withdraw his army out of the province ; and that
plenipotentiaries fhould be appointed to adjuft
all matters in difpute by a final treaty 11.

Motives of T HE powerful motives which , inclined both
i(- Princes to this accommodation , have been often

mentioned . The expences of the war had far

** Memoires de Ribier,. 56. 11 Ibid .. 6a.
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exceeded the films which their revenues were Book  VI,

capable of fupplying , nor durft they venture 1537.
upon any great addition to the impofitions then
eftablilhed , as fubjeds were not yet taught to
bear with patience the immenfe burdens to which
they have become accultomed in modern times.
The Emperor , in particular , though he had
contraded debts which in that age appeared
prodigious s! , had it not in his power to pay
the large arrears long due to his army . At
the fame time he had no profped of deriving
any aid in money or men either from the
Pope or Venetians , though he had employed
promifes and threats , alternately , in order to
procure it . But he found the former not only
fixed in his refolution of adhering fteadily to the
neutrality which he had always declared to be
fuitable to his charader , but paffionately defirous
of bringing about a peace. He perceived that the
latter were ftill intent on their ancient objed of
holding the balance even between the rivals,
and folicitous not to throw too great a weight
into either fcale.

What made a deeper impreffion on Charles 0Fwhich
than all thefe , was the dread of the Turkifh Francis’s al¬

arms , which by his league with Solyman , Fran - ™;hh
cis had drawn upon him. Though Francis , Emperor the
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Book VI. without the affiftance of a Tingle ally , had a war
1537, to maintain againft an enemy greatly fuperior
moft con- ]n power to himfelf , yet To great was the horror
1 ‘ of Chriftians , in that age , at any union with

Intidels , which they confidered not only as dif-
honourable but profane , that it was long before
he could be brought to avail himfelf of the ob¬
vious advantages refulting from fuch a confede¬
racy . Neceflity at laid furmounted his delicacy
and fcruples . Towards the clofe of the preced¬
ing year , La Foreft * a fecret agent at the Otto¬
man Porte , had concluded a treaty with the
Sultan , whereby Solyman engaged to invade
the kingdom of Naples , during the next cam¬
paign , and to attack the King of the Romans
in Hungary with a powerful army , while Francis
undertook to enter the Milanefe at the fame
time with a proper force. Solyman had punc¬
tually performed what was incumbent on him.
Barbarofla with a great fleet appeared on the
coaft of Naples , fllled that kingdom , from which
all the troops ' had been drawn towards Piedmont,
with confternation , landed without refiftance
near Taranto , obliged Caflro , a place of fome
ftrength , to furrender , plundered the adjacent
country , and was taking meafures for fecuring
and extending his conquefts , when the unexpect¬
ed arrival of Doria , together with the Pope ’s
gallies , and a fquadron of the Venetian fleet,
made it prudent for him to retire . In Hungary
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the progrefs of the Turks was more formidable . Book VI.
Mahmet , their general , after gaining feveral 1537.
fmall advantages , defeated the Germans in a
great battle at Effek on the Drave 2\  Happily
for Chriftendom , it was not in Francis ’s power
to execute with equal exadtnefs what he had fti-
pulated ; nor could he affemble at this jundlure
an army ftrong enough to penetrate into the Mi-
lanefe. By this he failed in recovering poffeflion
of that dutchy ; and Italy was not only faved
from the calamities of a new war , but from
feeling the defolating rage of the Turkifh arms,
as an addition to all that it had fuffered R As
the Emperor knew that he could not long refill
the efforts of two fuch powerful confederates,
nor could expedf that the fame fortunate acci¬
dents would concur a fecond time to deliver
Naples , and to preferve the Milanefe : As he
forefaw that the Italian {fates would not only
tax him loudly with infatiable ambition , but
might even turn their arms againft him , if he
fhould be fo regardlefs of their danger as obfti-
nately to protradl the war , he thought it necef-
fary , both for his fafety and reputation , to give
his content to a truce. Nor was Francis willing
to fuftain all the blame of obftrudling the re-
elfablifhment of peace , or to expofe himfelf on

*+ Iftuanheffi Hift. Hung. lib. xiii. p. 13 9.
35  Jovii . Iliftof. lib. xxxv. p. 183.
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that account to the danger of being deferted by
the Swifs and other foreigners in his fervice . He
even began to apprehend that his own Subjects
would ferve him coldly , if by contributing to
aggrandize the power of the Infidels , which it
was his duty , and had been the ambition of his
anceftors to deprefs , he continued to act in direct
oppofition to all the principles which ought to
influence a Monarch diftinguifhed by the title of
Moll Chriftian King . He chofe , for all thefe
reafons , rather to run the rifk of difobliging his
new ally the Sultan , than , by an unfeafonable
adherence to the treaty with him , to forfeit
what was of greater confequence.

But though both parties confented to a truce,
the plenipotentiaries found infuperable difficul¬
ties in fettling the articles of a definitive treaty.
Each of the Monarchs , with the arrogance of
a coqgueror , aimed at giving law to the other;
and neither would fo far acknowledge his infe¬
riority , as to facrifice any point of honour , or
to relinquish any matter of right ; fo that the
plenipotentiaries fpent the time in long and fruit-
lefs negociations , and Separated after agreeing to
prolong the truce for a few months.

The  Pope , however , did not defpair of ac¬
complishing a point in which the plenipotentiaries
had failed , and took upon himfelf the foie bur¬

den



EMPEROR CHARLES V. i6t

den of negociating a peace. To form a confe- Book  Vi.
deracy capable of defending Chriftendom from 1538.
the formidable inroads of the Turkilh arms , and
to concert effectual meafures for the extirpation
of the Lutheran herefy , were two great objects
which Paul had much at heart , and he confidered
the union of the Emperor with the King of
France as an effential preliminary to both . To
be the inftrument of reconciling thefe contend¬
ing Monarchs , whom his predeceffo'rs by their
interefted and indecent intrigues had fo often
embroiled , was a circumftance which could not
fail of throwing diftinguifhing luftre on his cha¬
racter and adminiftration . Nor was he without
hopes that , while he purfued this laudable end,
he might fecure advantages to his own family,
the aggrandizing of which he did not negled,
though he aimed at it with a lefs audacious am¬
bition than was common among the Popes of
that century . Influenced by thefe confidera-
tions , he propofed an interview between the
two Monarchs at Nice , and offered to repair
thither in perfon , that he might ad : as mediator
in compoling all their differences. When a
Pontiff of a venerable character , and of very
advanced age , was willing , from his zeal for
peace , to undergo the fatigues of fuch a diftant
journey , neither Charles nor Francis could with
decency decline the interview . But though both
came to the place of rendezvous ^ fo great was

Voi . III . M
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Book VI. the difficulty of adjufting the ceremonial , or fuch
1538. the remains of diftruft and rancour on each fide,

that they refufed to fee one another , and every
thing was tranfacted by the intervention of the
Pope , who vifited them alternately . With ail
his zeal and ingenuity he could not find out a
method of removing the obftacles which pre¬
vented a final accommodation , particularly thofe
arifing from the poffeffion of the Milanefe ; nor
was all the weight of his authority fufficient to
overcome the obftinate perfeverance of either

A truce for Monarch in afierting his own claims . At laft,

ten years tpat  p e might not feem to have laboured altoge-
atNice! ed  ther without effect, he prevailed on them to fign
June is. a truce for ten years , upon the fame condition '

with the former , that each fihould retain what
was now in his poffeffion , and in the mean time
ffiould fend ambaffadors to Rome , to difeufs
their pretenfions at leifure

Thus ended a war of no long continuance,
but very extenfive in its operations , and in which
both parties exerted their utmoft ftrength.
Though Francis failed in the object that he had
principally in view , the recovery of the Mila¬
nefe , he acquired neverthelefs , great reputa¬
tion by the wifdom of his meafures as well as

“ Recueil des Traitez , ii. 210 . Relazione di Nicolo
Tiepolo dell ’ abboccamento di Nizza , chez Du Mont Corps
Diplomat, part . ii. p. 17#
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the fuccefs of his arms in repulfing a formidable Book VI,
invalion ; and by fecuring poffeflion of one half 1558.
of the Duke of Savoy’s dominions , he added no
inconfiderable acceflion to his kingdom . Whereas
Charles , repulfed and baffled , after having boaft-
ed fo arrogantly of victory , purchafed an inglo¬
rious truce , by facrificing an ally who had raflrly
confided too much in his friendfhip and power.
The unfortunate Duke murmured , complained,
and remonftrated againft a treaty fo much to his
difadvantage , but in vain ; he had no means of
redrefs , and was obliged to fubmit . Of all his
dominions , Nice , with its dependencies , was
the only corner of which he himfelf kept poffef-
Jfion. He faw the reft divided between a power¬
ful invader and the ally to whofe protection he
had trufted , while he remained a fad monument
of the imprudence of weak Princes , who by
taking part in the quarrel of mighty neighbours,
between whom they happen to be fituatedy
are crulhed and overwhelmed in the fflock.

A FEW days after figning the treaty of truce , interview)
the Emperor fet fail for Barcelona , but was between
driven by contrary winds to the ifiand St. Mar - Francis at"*
garet on the coaft of Provence . When Francis , A'g«es-
who happened to be not far diftant,  heard Of raoctes-
this , he confidered it as an office of civility to
invite him to take ftielter in his dominions , and
propofed a perfonal interview with him at

M z
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Book VI. Aigues -mortes . The Emperor , who would not
1558- be out -done by his rival in complaifance , inPcantly

repaired thither . As foon as he calf anchor in
the road , Francis , without waiting ' to fettle any
point of ceremony , but relying implicitly on
the Emperor ’s honour for his fecurity , vifited
him on board his galley , and was received and
entertained with the warmeft demonftrations of
efteem and affection. Next day the Emperor
repaid the confidence which the King had placed
in him. He landed at Aigues - mortes with as
little precaution , and met with a reception
equally cordial . He remained on fhore during
the night , and in both vifits they vied with each
other in expreffions of refped and friendlhip 27.
After twenty years of open hoftilities , or of fe-
cret enmity ; after fo many injuries reciprocally
inflicted or endured ; after having formally given
the lie and challenged one another to fmgle com¬
bat ; after the Emperor had inveighed fo pub-
lickly againft Francis as a Prince void of honour
or integrity ; and Francis had accufed him as
acceffary to the murder of his eldeft fon, fuch an
interview appears altogether fmgular and even
unnatural . But the hiftory of thefe Monarchs
abounds with fuch furprifing tranfitions . From

17 Sandov . Hill. vol. ii. 238. Relation de l’entrevue de
Chari. V. & Fran. I. par M. de la Rivoire. Hilt, de Lan-
gued. par D. D. De Vic & Vaifette. tom. v. Preuves. p. 9; .
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implacable enmity they appeared to pafs , in a Book  VI.
moment , to the mod; cordial reconcilement ; 1538.
from fufpicion and diftruft to perfect confidence ;
and from practifing all the dark arts of a deceit¬
ful policy , they could affiime, of a fudden , the
liberal and open manners of two gallant gentle¬
men.

The Pope , befides the glory of having re-
ftored peace to Europe , gained , according to
his expectation , a point of great confequence to
his family , by prevailing on the Emperor to be¬
troth Margaret of Auftria , his natural daughter,
formerly the wife of Alexander di Medici , to
his grandfon Octavio Farnefe , and in confidera-
tion of this marriage , to beftow feveral honours
and territories upon his future fon - in - law . A The atom,
very tragical event , which happened about the nati<mof
beginning of the year one thoufand five hundred aiMedici,
and thirty -feven . had deprived Margaret of her
firffc hufband . That young Prince , whom the
Emperor ’s partiality had railed to the fupreme
power in Florence , upon the ruins of the publick
liberty , neglected entirely the cares of govern¬
ment , and abandoned himfelf to the moffc diffo-
lute -debauchery . Lorenzo di Medici his ncareft
kinfman was not only the companion but direc¬
tor of his pleafures , and employing all the
powers of a cultivated and inventive genius in
this difhonourable miniftry , added fuch elegance

M 3
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Book VI. as well as variety to vice as gained him an abfo-
1538. lute afcendant- over the mind of Alexander . But

while Lorenzo Teemed to be funk in luxury , and
affedted fuch an appearance of indolence and
effeminacy , that he would not wear a fword,
and trembled at the fight of blood , he concealed
under that difguife , a dark , defigning , audacious
fpirit . Prompted either by the love of liberty,
or allured by the hope of attaining the fupreme
power , he determined to affaflfinate Alexander
his benefadtor and friend . Though he long
revolved this defign in his mind , his referved
and fufpicious temper prevented him from com¬
municating it to any perfon whatever ; and con¬
tinuing to live with Alexander in their ufual

C- > f
familiarity , he , one night , under pretence of hav¬
ing fecured him an affignation with a lady of
high rank whom he had often folicited , drew
that unwary Prince into a fecret apartment of his
houfe , and there ftabbed him , while he lay
carelefsly on a couch expecting the arrival of the
lady whofe company he had been promifed . But
no fooner was the deed done , than Handing
aftonifhed , and ftruck with horror at its atrocity,
he forgot , in a moment , all the motives which
had induced him to commit it . Inflead of rout¬
ing the people to recover their liberty by pub-
lifhing the death of the tyrant , inftead of taking
any ftep towards opening his own way to the
dignity now vacant , he locked the door of the
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apartment , and , like a man bereaved of reafon Book VI.
and prefence of mind , fled with the utmoft pre- 1538.
cipitation out of the Florentine territories . It
was late next morning before the fate of the un-
fortunate Prince was known , as his attendants,
accuftomed to his irregularities , never entered his
apartment early. Immediately the chief perfons
in the ftate aflembled. Being induced partly by
the zeal of cardinal Cibo for the houfe of Me¬
dici , to which he was nearly related , partfy by
the authority of Francis Guicciardini , who re- cotvnodi
called to their memory and reprefented in ftrik - thg
ing colours the caprice as well as turbulence of hea ,i0f the
their -ancient popular government , they agreed Florentine
to place Cofmo di Medici , a youth of eighteen , a e‘
the only male heir of that illuftrious houfe , at
the head of the government ; though at the
fame time fuch was their love of liberty , that
they eftabliflied feveral regulations in order to
circumfcribe and moderate his power.

Meanwhile Lorenzo having reached a place His govetn.
of fafety , made known cohat he had done , to mentoppof.
Philip Strozzi and the other Florentines who
had been driven into exile , or who had vo -exiles,
luntarily retired , when the republican form
of government was abolifhed , in order to make
way for the dominion of the Medici . By
them , the deed was extolled with extravagant
praifes , and the virtue of Lorenzo was compared

M 4
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Book VI. with that of the eider Brutus , who difregarded
1538. the ties of blood , or with that of the younger,

who forgot the friendlhip and favours of the
tyrant , that they might preferve or recover the
liberty of their country IS. Nor did they reft
fatis 'ied with empty panegyricks ; they imme¬
diately quitted their different places of retreat,
allembled forces , animated their vaffals and par-
tifans to take arms , and to feize this oppor¬
tunity of re-eftablifhing the publick liberty on its
ancient foundation . Being openly affifted by
the French ambaffador at Rome , and fecretly
encouraged by the Pope . who bore no good¬
will to the houfe of Medici , they entered the
Florentine dominions with a confiderable body
of men . But the perfons who had elected Cofmo
polfelfed not only the means of fupporting his
government , but abilities to employ them in the
moft proper manner . They levied , with the
greateft expedition , a good number of troops;
they endeavoured by every art to gain the citi¬
zens of greateft authority , and to render the
adminiftration of the young Prince agreeable to
the people . Above all , they courted the Em¬
peror ’s proteftion , as the only firm foundation
of Cofmo ’s dignity and power Charles , know¬
ing the propenfity of the Florentines to the
friendlhip of France , and how much all the
partifans of a republican government detefted

** Lettere de’ Principi, tom. iii. p. 52.
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him as the opprelTor of their liberties , faw it to Book VI.

be greatly for his filtered to prevent the re - efta - 19 38.
blifhment of the ancient conflitution in Florence.

For this reafon , he not only acknowledged
Cofmo as head of the Florentine Rate , and con¬
ferred on him all the titles of honour with which

Alexander had been dignified , but engaged to
defend him to the utmoR ; and as a pledge of
thjs , ordered the commanders of fuch of his

troops as were Rationed on the frontiers of Tuf-
cany , to fupport him againfi all aggreffors . By
their aid , Cofmo obtained an eafy vidory over
the exiles , whofe troops he furprifed in the
night -time , and took moR of the chiefs pri-
foners : an event which broke all their meafures,

and fully ellablifhed his own authority . But
though he was extremely defirous of the addi¬
tional honour of marrying the Emperor ’s daugh¬
ter , the widow of his predeceffor , Charles , fe-
cure already of his attachment , chofe rather to
gratify the Pope , by bellowing her on his ne¬
phew

During the war between the Emperor and The friemi-
Francis , an event had happened which abated Sh ‘f between
. r , . | | r Francisaml
in iome degree the warmth and cordiality or Henry VJu#

friendfhip which had long fubfifted between the begins to
abate.

19  Jovii Hift. c. xcviii. p. 218, &c.  Belcarii Comment.
1. xxil. p. 696. Iftoria de’ fuoi tempi di Giov. Bat. Adriani.
Ven. 1587. p. 10.
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latter and the King of England . James the Fifth
of Scotland , an enterprizing young Prince hav¬
ing heard of the Emperor ’s intention to invade
Provence , was fo fond of {hewing that he did
not yield to any of his anceftors in the fmcerity
of his attachment to the French crown , and fo
eager to diftinguilh himfelf by fome military
exploit , that he levied a body of troops with
an intention of leading them in perfon to the
affiflance of the King of France . Though fome
unfortunate accidents prevented his carrying any
troops into France , nothing could divert him
from going thither in perfon . Immediately upon
his landing , he haftened to Provence , but had
been detained fo long in his voyage that he came
too late to have any {hare in the military opera¬
tions , and met the King on his return after the
retreat of the Imperialifts . But Francis was fo
greatly pleafed with his zeal , and no lefs with
his manners and converfation , that he could not.
refufe him his daughter Magdalen , whom he
demanded in marriage . It mortified Henry ex¬
tremely to fee a Prince of whom he was immo¬
derately jealous , form an alliance , from which
he derived fuch an acceffion of reputation as well
as fecurity s°. He could not , however , with de¬
cency , oppofe Francis ’s bellowing his daughter
upon a Monarch defcended from a race of

Hill , of Scotland, vol. i . p. 77.
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Princes , the mod ancient and faithful allies of Book VL
the French crown . But when James , upon the 1538-
fudden death of Magdalen , demanded as his
fecond wife Mary of Guife , he warmly foli-
cited Francis to deny his fuit,  and in order to
difappoint him,  afked that lady in marriage for
himfelf. When Francis preferred the Scottish
King’s fincere courtlhip to his artful and male¬
volent propofal , he difcovered much diffatis-
fa&ion. The pacification agreed upon at Nice,
and the familiar interview of the two rivals at
Aigues -mortes , filled Henry ’s mind with new
fufpicions , as if Francis had altogether renoun¬
ced his friendlhip for the fake of new connec¬
tions with the Emperor . Charles , thoroughly The Empe.
acquainted with the temper of the Enghfh King,
and watchful to obferve all the ftuftings and
capr ices of his pallions , thought this a favour¬
able ' opportunity of renewing his negociations
with him , which had been long broken off. By
the death of Queen Catharine , whofe intereft the
Emperor could not with decency have abandon¬
ed , the chief caufe of their drfcord was removed;
fo that without touching upon the delicate
queftion of her divorce , he might now take what
meafures he thought mod effectual for regaining
Henry 's good-will. For this purpofe , he began
with propofmg feveral marriage -treaties to the
King . He offered his niece , a daughter of the
King of Denmark , to Henry himfelf ; he de-
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Book VI. manded the Princefs Mary for one of the Princes
1538 . of Portugal , and was even willing to receive her

as the King ’s illegitimate daughter 5I. Though
none of thefe projeded alliances ever took place,
or perhaps were ever ferioufly intended , they
occafioned fuch frequent intercourfe between the
courts , and fo many reciprocal profeffions of
civility and efteem , as confiderably abated the
edge of Henry ’s rancour againft the Emperor,
and paved the way for that union between them
which afterwards proved fo difadvantageous to
the French King,

Progrefs 0f The  ambitious fchemes in which the Empe-
the Refor- ror  j -,ac£ b een  engaged , and the wars he had been
matiotio . r?  i r 1

carrying on tor tome years , proved , as ulual , ex¬
tremely favourable to the progrefs of the Refor¬
mation in Germany . While Charles was abfent
upon his African expedition , or intent on his
vaft projeds againft France , his chief objed in
Germany was to prevent the ditTenfions about
religion from difturbing the publick tranquillity,
by granting fuch indulgence to the Proteftant
Princes as might induce them to concur with
his meafures , or at lea 'ft hinder them from tak¬
ing part with his rival . For this reafon , he was
careful to fecure to the Proteftants the polfeffion
of all the advantages which they had gained by
the articles of pacification at Nuremberg , in the

’ l Mem . de Ribier , t . i. 496.
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year one thoufand five hundred and thirty -two’ 1; Book VI.
and except fome flight trouble from the pro- i $;S.
ceedings of the Imperial chamber , they met with
nothing to difturb them in the exercife of their
religion , or to interrupt the fuccefsful zeal with
which they propagated their opinions . Mean - Negocia-
while the Pope continued his negociations for
convoking a general council ; and though the with refpea
Proteftants had expreffed great diflatisfadfion *” an̂ j neral
with his intention to fix upon Mantua as the
place of meeting , he adhered obflinately to his
choice , iffued a bull on the fecond of June , one
thoufand five hundred and thirty -fix; appointing
it to aflemble in that city on the twenty -third of
May the year following ; he nominated three
cardinals to prefide in his name ; enjoined all
Chriftian Princes to countenance it by their au¬
thority , and invited the prelates of every nation
to attend in perfon . This citation of a council,
an aflembly which from its nature and intention
demanded quiet times , as well as pacifick difpo-
fitions , at the very juncture when the Emperor
was on his march towards France , and ready to
involve a great part of Europe in the confufions
of war , appeared to every perfon extremely un-
feafonable. It was intimated , however , to all
the different courts by nuncios difpatched of

Du Mont Corps Diplotn. tom. iv. part2. p. 138,
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Book VI. purpofe ” . With an intention to gratify the
1538. Germans , the Emperor , during his refidence

in Rome,  had warmly folicited the Pope to call
a council ; but being at the fame time willing to
try every art in order to perfuade Paul to de¬
part from the neutrality which he preferred be¬
tween him and Francis , he fent Heldo his vice-
chancellor into Germany , along with a nuncio
difpatched thither ; inftrudting him to fecond
all the nuncio ’s reprefentations , and to enforce

Feb. 2<; , them with the whole weight of the Imperial au-
1537. thority . The Proteftants gave them audience

at Smalkalde , where they had atfembled in a
body , in order to receive them. But after
weighing all their arguments they unanimoufiy
refufed to acknowledge a council fummoned in
the name and by the authority of the Pope
alone ; in which he alfumed the foie right of pre-
fiding ; which was to be held in a city not only
far diftant from Germany , but fubjedt to a
Prince , a ftranger to them , and clofely conneCt-
ed with the court of Rome ; and to which their
divines could not repair with fafety , efpecially
after their doctrines had been ftigmatized in the
very bull of convocation with the name of
herefy . Thefe and many other objections againft
the council , which appeared to them unanfwer-
able , they enumerated in a large manilefto,

11 Pallavic. Hill. Cone. Trid. 113.
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which they publiflied in vindication of their con- Book VI.
dud 3\ 1538-

Against this the court of Rome exclaimed
as a flagrant proof of their obftinacy and pre-
fumption , and the Pope fltill perfifted in his re-
folution to hold the council at the time and in
the place appointed . But fome unexpeded dif¬
ficulties being ftarted by the Duke of Mantua,
both about the right of jurifdidion over the per-
fons who reforted to the council , and the fecu-
rity of his capital amidft fuch a concourfe of
ftrangers , the Pope , after fruitlefs endeavours
to adjuft thefe , firft prorogued the council for ottob. g.
fome months , and afterwards transferring the m8 '
place of meeting to Vicenza in the Venetian ter¬
ritories , appointed it to aflemble on the firft of
May in the following year. As neither the Em¬
peror nor French King , who had not then come
to any accommodation , would permit their fub-
jeds to repair thither , not a Angle prelate ap¬
peared on the day prefixed , and the Pope , that
his authority might not become altogether con¬
temptible by fo many ineffedual intimations,
put off the meeting by an indefinite proroga.
tion S5.

s* Sleidan. 1. xii. 123, See.  Seckend.- Com. lib*iii. p,
143, &c.

,s  F , Paul, 117. Pallavic. 117,
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Book VI . But,  that he might not feem to have turned

1538. his whole attention towards a reformation
a  partial w hi c h he was not able to accomplilh , while he
reformation ' , , , . , . . .
of abufes by neglected that which was m his own power,

the Pope . Jie deputed a certain number of cardinals and

bifhops , with full authority to inquire into the
abufes and corruptions of the Roman court • and
to propofe the moft effectual method of remov¬
ing them . The fcrutiny , undertaken with re¬
luctance , was carried on flowly and with remiff-
nefs . All defects were touched with a gentle
hand , afraid of probing too deep , or of difcover-
ing too much . But even by this partial exami¬
nation , many irregularities were detected , and
many enormities expofed to light , while the re¬
medies which they fuggefted as moft proper,
were either inadequate , or were never applied.
The report and refolution of thefe deputies,
though intended to be kept fecret were tranf-
mitted by fome accident into Germany , and be¬
ing immediately made publick afforded ample
matter for reflection and triumph to the Pro-
teitants -P . On the one hand they demon lira ted
the neceffity of a reformation in the head as well
as the members of the church , arid even pointed
out many of the corruptions againft which Lu¬
ther and his followers had remonftrated with the
greateft vehemence . They Slewed , on the other

Sicilian. 233.
hand,
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hand , that it was vain to expect this reforma- Book  VI,
tion from ecclefiafticks themfelves , who , as Lu- 1539.
ther ftrongly expreffed it , piddled at curing
warts , while they overlooked or confirmed ul-

37cers .

The  earneftnefs with which the Emperor A league
feemed , at firft , to prefs their acquiefcing in the
Pope ’s fcheme of holding a council in Italy , to that at
alarmed the Proteftant Princes fo much , that Sma!k,ilJea
they thought it prudent to ftrengthen their con¬
federacy > by admitting feveral new members
who folicited that privilege , particularly the
King of Denmark . Heldo , who , during his re-
fidence in Germany , had obferved all the ad¬
vantages which they derived from that union ,
endeavoured to counterbalance its effects by an
alliance among the Catholick powers of the Em¬
pire . This league diftinguilhed by the name of
Holy , was merely defenfive ; and though con¬
cluded by Heldo in the Emperor ’s name , was
afterwards difowned by him , and fubferibed by
very few Princes ,8.

The  Proteftants foon got intelligence of this alarms the
affociation , notwithstanding all the endeavours 1’roteftants-
of the contracting parties to conceal it ; and
their zeal , always apt to fufpeCt and to dread,

37 Seek . 1. iii. 164. 3* Seek. 1. iii. 171. Recueildes Traitez.
vol . hl . - n

\
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Book VI. even to excels , every thing that feeraed to

p, threaten religion , inftantly took the alarm as if
the Emperor had been juft ready to enter upon
the execution of fome formidable plan for the
extirpation of their opinions . In order to difap-
point this , they held frequent confultations , they
courted the Kings of France and England with
great affiduity , and even began to think of raif-
ing the refpedtive contingents both in men and
money which they were obliged to furniih by the
treaty of Srnalkalde. But it was not long be¬
fore they were convinced that thefe apprehen-
fions were without foundation , and that the
Emperor , to whom repofe was absolutely necef-
fary after efforts fo much beyond his Strength in
the war with France , had no thoughts of dis¬
turbing the tranquillity of Germany . As a proof
of this , at an interview with the Proteftant

April 19 . Princes in Francfort , his ambaffadors agreed that

all conceffions in their favour , particularly thofe
contained in the pacification of Nuremberg,
Should continue in force for fifteen months;
that during this period all proceedings of the
Imperial chamber againft them fhould be fuf-
pended ; that a conference fhould be held by a
few divines of each party , in order to difcufs the
points in controverfy , and to propofe articles of
accommodation which fhould be laid before the

next diet . Though the Emperor , that he might
not irritate the Pope , >yho remonftrated againft

%
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the firft part of this agreement as impolitick , Book VL
and againft the latter as an impious encroach- 1539.
ment upon his prerogative , never formally rati¬
fied this convention , it was obferved with conft-
derable exacinefs , and greatly ftrengtbened the
bafis of that ecclefiafticai liberty , for which the
Froteftants contended

A FEW days after the convention at Francfort , ApH! 24:
George Duke of Saxony died , and his death was
an event of great advantage to the Reformation , wished in
That Prince , the head of the Albertine , or younger gV“ yny3rt ofbranch of the Saxon family , poffeffed, as marquis
of Mifnia and Thuringia , extenfive territories,
comprehending Drefden , Leipfick , and other
cities now the mod confiderable in the electorate.
From the firft dawn of the Reformation , he had
been its enemy as avowedly as the electoral
Princes were its protestors , and had carried on
his oppofition not only with all the zeal flowing
from religious prejudices , but with a virulence
infpired by perfonal antipathy to Luther , and
imbittered by the domeftick animofity fubfifting
between him and the other branch of his family.
By his death without iffue , his fucceffion fell to
his brother Henry , whole attachment to the
Proteftant religion furpaffed , if pofiible , that of
his predeceffor to popery . Henry no fooner took

” F. Paul , 82 . Sleid. 247 . Seek. 1. iii. 200.
Ns
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rial troops.
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poffeffion of his new dominions , than , difregard-
ing a claufe in George ’s will , dictated by his
bigotry , whereby he bequeathed all his terri¬
tories to the Emperor and King of the Romans,
if his brother Ihould attempt to make any inno¬
vation in religion , he invited fome Proteffcant
divines , and among them Luther himfelf , to
Leipfick . By their advice and affiftance , he
overturned in a few weeks the whole fyftem of
ancient rites , eftablilhing the full exercife of the
reformed religion , with the univerfal applaufe
of his fubjedls , who had long wilhed for this
change , which the authority of their Duke alone
had hitherto preyented This revolution de¬
livered the Proteftants from the danger to which
they were expofed by having an inveterate ene¬
my fituated in the middle of their territories;
and their dominions now extended in one great
and almoft unbroken line from the fhore of the
Baltick to the banks of the Rhine.

Soon after the conclufion of the truce at

Nice , an event happened , which fatisfied all
Europe that Charles had profecuted the war to
the utmoft extremity that the ftate of his affairs
would permit . Vail arrears were due to his
troops , whom he had long amufed with vain
hopes and promifes . A $ they no >y forefa\y yd',at

Sleician ., 249.
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little attention would be paid to their demands , Uook V£
when by the re-eftablifhment of peace their for- 15*9*
vices became of lefs importance , they loft all
patience , broke out into an open mutiny , and de¬
clared that they thought themfelves entitled to
feize by violence what was detained from them
contrary to all juftice . Nor was this fpirit of
fedition confined to one part of the Emperor ’s
dominions ; the mutiny was almoft as general as
the grievance which gave rife to it. The fol.
diers in the Milanefe plundered the open coun.
try without controul , and filled the capital itfelf
with confternation . Thofe in garrifon at Go-
letta threatened to give up that important fort-
refs to Barbarolfa . In Sicily the troops proceeded
to . ftill greater excefies ; having chaced away
their officers , they elected others in their ftead,
defeated a body of men whom the viceroy fent
againft them , took and pillaged feveral cities,
conducting themfelves all the while , in fuch a
manner , that their operations refembled rather
the regular proceedings of a concerted rebellion,-
than the rafhnefs and violence of a military mu¬
tiny . But by the addrefs and prudence of the
generals , who partly by borrowing money in
their own name , or in that of their matter,
partly by extorting large fums from the cities
in their refpeCtive provinces , railed what was
fufficient to difcharge the arrears of the foldiers,

N 3
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Book VI. thefe infurredions were quelled . The greater
part of the troops being difbanded , fuch a num¬
ber only being kept in pay as was neceffary
for garrifoning the principal towns , and pro¬
tecting the fea-coafts from the infults of the
Turks 4I.

Cortes of It  was happy for the Emperor that the abi-
a^ToLrto'! fus generals extricated him out of thefe

difficulties , which it exceeded his own power to
have removed . He had depended , as his chief
refource for difcharging the arrears due to his
foldiers , upon the fubfidies which he expected
from his Caftilian fubjects . For this purpofe,
he affembled the Cortes of Caftile at Toledo,
and having reprefented to them the great ex¬
pence of his military operations , together with
the vaft debts in which thefe had neceffarily in¬
volved him , he propofed to levy fuch fupplies
as the prefent exigency of his affairs demanded,
by a general excife on commodities . But the

The com- Spaniards already felt themfelves opprelfed with
diffatisfa”.4a ^ oaĉ taxes  unknown to their anceftors.
tionofthat They had often complained that their country
afliinoiy. was  drained not only of its wealth but of its

inhabitants , in order to profecute quarrels in
which it was not interefted , and to fight battles
from which it could reap no benefit , and they
determined not to add voluntarily to their

41 Jovii Hiftor. 1. xxxvii. 203, Sandov. Ferreras,
ix. 209.
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own burdens , or to furni [h  the Emperor with Book YL
the means of engaging in new enterprizes no lefs »539- *
ruinous to the kingdom than moil of thofe which
he had hitherto carried on . The nobles , in
particular , inveighed with great vehemence
againft the impofition propofed , as an encroach¬
ment upon the valuable and diftinguifhed pri¬
vilege of their order , that of being exempted
from the payment of any tax . They demanded
a conference with the reprefentatives of the cities
concerning the {fate of the nation . They con¬
tended that if Charles would imitate the example
of his predeceffors , who had refided conftantly
in Spain , and would avoid entangling himfelf in
a multiplicity of tranfactions foreign to the con¬
cerns of his Spanifh dominions , the {fated reve¬
nues of the crown would be fully fufficient to
defray the neceflary expences of government.
They reprefented to him , that it would be unjuft
to lay new burdens upon the people , while this
prudent and effectual method of re-elfabliihing
publick credit , and fecuring national opulence ,
was totally neglected <J. Charles , after employ¬
ing arguments , entreaties , and promifes , but
without fuccefs , in order to overcome their ob-
ftinacy , difmiffed the alterably with great indig - The nnciont
nation . From that period neither the nobles nor "heCortre
the prelates have been called to thefe affemblies, fubverted.

N 4
. Sandov. Hift. vol. ii. 269.



184 THE REIGN OF THE

Book VI. on pretence that fuch as pay no part of the pub-
1539. ]ick . taxes , fhould not claim any vote in laying

them on. None have been admitted to the Cortes
but the procurators or reprefentatives of eigh¬
teen cities. Thefe , to the number of thirty fix,
being two from each community , form an af-
fembly which bears no refemblance either in
power or dignity or independence to the ancient
Cortes , and are abfolutely at the devotion of the
court in all their determinations 4' . Thus the
imprudent zeal with which the Caltilian nobles
had fupported the regal prerogative , in oppo-
fition to the claims of the commons during the
commotions in the year one thoufand five hun¬
dred and twenty -one , proved at laft fatal to
their own body . By enabling Charles to deprefs
one of the orders in the ftate , they deftroyedthat balance to which the conftitution owed its
fecurity , and put it in his power , or in that of his
fucceffors , to humble the other , and to ftrip it
of its moft valuable privileges.

The Spanish Ax that time , however , the Spaniih grandees
grandees ftiH poffeffed extraordinary power as well as nri-Hill pofTeiTed . f 1 , . . , - r  1 11 *high privi- vileges , which tney exeraled and defended with

an haughtinefs peculiar to themfelves . Of this
the Emperor himfelf had a mortifying proof du¬
ring the meeting of the Cortes at Toledo . As

Sandov. ibid. La Science du Gouvernement, par M,
de Real, tom. ii. p. 102.
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he was returning one day from a tournament ac- Book VI.
companied by moll of the nobility , one of the
ferjeants of the court , out of officious zeal to
clear the way for the Emperor , (truck the Duke
of Infantado ’s horfe with his batton , which that
haughty grandee refenting , drew his fword , beat
and wounded the officer. Charles , provoked
at fuch an - indolent deed in his prefence , imme¬
diately ordered Ronquillo the judge of the court
to arreft the Duke ; Ronquillo advanced to exe¬
cute his charge , when the conftable of Caftile
interpofing , checked him , claimed the right of
jurifdidtion over a grandee as a privilege of his
office , and conducted Infantado to his own apart¬
ment . All the nobles prefent were fo pleafed
with the boldnefs of the conftable in afferting
the rights of their order , that deferting the Em¬
peror , they attended him to his houfe with in¬
finite applaufes , and Charles returned to the
palace without any perfon along with him but
the cardinal Tavera . The Emperor , however
fenfible of the affront , faw the danger of irri¬
tating a jealous and high -fpirited order of
men , whom the (lighted appearance of offence ‘
might drive to the moft unwarrantable extremes.
For that reafon , inftead of (training at any ill-
timed exertion of his prerogative , he prudently
connived at the arrogance of a body too potent
for him to controul , and fent next morning to

« the Duke of Infantado , offering to inflict what
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punifhment he pleafed on the perfon "who had
affronted him. The Duke confidering this as a
full reparation to his honour , inftantly forgave
the officer ; bellowing on him , befides , a con-
fiderable prefent as a compenfation for his
wound . Thus the affair was entirely forgotten;
nor would it have defended to be mentioned , if
it were not a ftriking example of the haughty
and independent fpirit of the Spaniffi nobles in
that age , as well as an inflance of the Emperor ’s
dexterity in accommodating his conduit to the
circumftances in which he was placed.

Charles was far from difcovering any fuch
condefcenfion or lenity towards the citizens of
Ghent , who not long after broke out into open
rebellion againft his government . An event
which happened in the year one thoufand five
hundred and thirty -fix , gave occafion to this
raffi infurrection fo fatal to that flourilhing city.
At that time the Queen dowager of Hungary,
governefs of the Netherlands , having received
orders from her brother to invade France with
all the forces which fire could raife , ffie affem-
bled the States of the United Provinces , and ob¬
tained from them a fubfidy of twelve hundred
thoufand florins to defray the expence of that
undertaking . Of this fum , the county o^
1 landers was obliged to pay a third part as its

.** Sandov, ii. 274 . Ferreras , ix . 2x2 . Miniana , 113.
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porportion . But the citizens of Ghent , the moft Book VL
confiderable city in that country , averfe to a 1559-
Avar with France , Avith which they carried on an '’ritsnC.0“
extenfive and gainful commerce , refufed to pay clW'
their quota , and contended , that in confequence
of flipulations between them and the anceftors
of their prefent fovereign the Emperor , no tax
could be levied upon them , unlefs they had
given their exprefs confent to the impofition of
it . The governefs , on the other hand , main¬
tained , that as the fubfidy of twelve hundred
thoufand florins had been granted by the States
of Flanders , of which their reprefentatives Avere
members , they were bound , of courfe , to con¬
form to what was enacted by them , as it is the
firft principle in fociety , on which the tranquillity
and order of government depend , that the in¬
clinations of the minority mult be over - ruled
by the judgment and decifion of the fuperior
number.

The  citizens of Ghent , however , were not Proceedings
Avilling to relinquifh a privilege of fuch high “̂ ™ft
importance as that which they claimed. Having
been accultomed , under the government of the
houfe of Burgundy , to enjoy extenfive immuni¬
ties , and to be treated with much indulgence,
they difdained to facrifice to the delegated power
of a regent , thofe rights and liberties which they
had often and fuccefsfully aiTerted againft their
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Book VI. greateffc Princes . The Queen , though Ihe en-
deavoured at firft to footh them , and to recon.
cile them to their duty by various conceffions,
was at laft fo much irritated by the obflinacy with
which they adhered to their claim , that Ihe or¬
dered all the citizens of Ghent , on whom Ihe
could lay hold in any part of the Netherlands ,
to be ai'refted. But this ralh action made an
impredion very different from what Hie expe&ed,
on men , whofe minds were agitated with all the
violent paffions which indignation at oppreffion
and zeal for liberty infpire . Lefs affected with
the danger of their friends and companions , than
irritated at the governefs , they openly defpifed
her authority , and fent deputies to the other
towns of Flanders , conjuring them not to aban¬
don their country at fuch ajundture , but to con¬
cur with them in vindicating its rights againft
the encroachments of a woman , who either did
not know or did not regard their immunities.
All but a few inconfiderable towns declined en¬
tering into any confederacy 2gainft the gover¬
nefs ; they joined , however , in petitioning her
to put off the term for payment of | the tax fo
long , that they might have it in their power to
fend fome of their number into Spain , in order
to lay their title to exemption before their fove-
reign . This lire granted with fome difficulty.
But Charles received their commiffioners with an
haughtinefs to which they were not accuftomed



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 189

from their ancient Princes , and enjoining them Book Vfc
to yield the lame refpedful obedience to his 1539.
filler , which they owed to him in perfon , re¬
mitted the examination of their claim to the
council of lYlalines, This court , which is pro¬
perly a Handing committee of the parliament or
Hates of the country , and which poffeffes the
fupreme jurifdidlion in all matters civil as well
as criminal 45, pronounced the claim of the citi¬
zens of Ghent to be ill-founded , and appointed
them forthwith to pay their proportion of the
tax.

Enraged at this decifion , which they con- They take
fidered as notorioufly unjufl , and rendered de-^ rs'Qâ
fperate on feeing their rights betrayed by thatmitto
very court which was bound to protect them, the France*
people of Ghent ran to arms in a tumultuary
manner ; drove fuch of the nobility as refided
among them out of the city ; fecured feveral
of the Emperor ’s officers ; put one of them
to the torture , whom they accufed of having
ftolen or deHroyed the record , ‘that contained
the privileges of exemption from taxes which
they pleaded ; chofe a council to which they
committed the diredlion of their affairs ; gave
orders for repairing and adding to their fortifi-

4S Defcrizione di mtti i paefi baffi di Lud. Guicciardini, '
Ant. 1571. fol. p. $}.
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Book VI. cations ; and openly ere & ed the ftandard of re-
1539. bellion againft their fovereign 45. Senfible , how¬

ever , of their inability to fupport what their
zeal had prompted them to undertake , and de-
firous of fecuring a protecdor againft the for¬
midable forces by which they might expect foon
■to be attacked , they fent fome of their number
to Francis , offering not only to acknowledge him
as their fovereign , and to put him in immediate
polfeffion of Ghent , but to affift him with alltheir forces in recovering thofe provinces in the
Netherlands , which had anciently belonged to
the crown of France , and had been fo lately re¬
united to it by the decree of the parliament of
Paris . This unexpected propofition coining
from perfons who had it in their power to have
performed inftantly one part of what they under¬took , and who could contribute fo effectually
towards the execution of the whole , opened vail
as well as alluring profpects to Francis ’s ambi¬tion . The counties of Flanders and Artois were
of greater value than the dutchy of Milan , whichhe had fo long laboured to acquire with paf-fionate but fruitlefs defire ; their fituation with
refpeCt to France rendered it more eafy to con¬
quer or to defend them ; and they might be
formed into a feparate principality for the Duke

4‘ Memoires fur la revolte des Gantois en t 530, par Jean
d'Hollander, ecrits en 1547. Ala Ilaye 1747. P. Heuter.Her. Aultr. lib. xi. p. 262. Sandov. Bailor, tom. ii. p. 2S3-
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of Orleans , no lefs fuitable to his dignity than Book VI,
that which his father aimed at obtaining . To 15J9.
this , the Flemings , who were , acquainted with
the French manners and government , would
not have been averfe ; and his own fubjecls,
weary of their deftru &ive expeditions into Italy,
would have turned their arms towards this quar¬
ter with more good -will , and with greater vi¬
gour . Several conQderations , neverthelefs , pre-Francis de-
vented Francis from laying hold of this oppor - theit
tunity , the molt favourable in appearance which
had ever prefented itfell , of extending his domi¬
nions or diftreffing the Emperor . From the
time of their interview at Aigues -mortes , Charles
had continued to court the King of France with
wonderful attention ; and often flattered him
with hopes of gratifying at laft his willies con¬
cerning the Milanefe , by granting the invefti-
ture of it either to him or to one of his Tons. But;

_>

though thefe hopes and promifes were thrown
out with no other intention than to detach him
from his confederacy with the Grand Seignior,
or to raife fufpicions in Solyman ’s mind by the
appearance of a cordial and familiar intercourfe
fubfifting between the courts of Paris and Ma¬
drid , Francis was weak enough to catch at the
fhadow by which he had been fo often deceived,
and from eagernefs to feize it , relinquilhed what
mult have proved a more fubAantial acquifition,

^elides this , the Dauphin jealous to excefs of
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Book VI. his brother , and unwilling that a Prince who
is39 . feemed to be of a reftlefs and enterprizing natureIhould obtain an eftablilhment , which from its

fituation might be confidered almoft as a do-
meftick one , made ufe of Montmorency , who , by
a fmgular piece of good fortune , was at tl\efame time the favourite of the father and of the
fon , to defeat the application of the Flemings,
and to divert the King from efpoufing their caufe.
Montmorency , accordingly , reprefented in ftrong
terms , the reputation and power which Francis
would acquire by recovering that footing which
he had formerly in Italy , and that nothing could
be fo efficacious to overcome the Emperor ’s aver-
fion to this , as his adhering facredly to the truce,
and refilling on this occafion to countenance his
rebellious fubjecds. Francis , apt of himfelf to
over -rate the value of the Milanefe , hecaufe he
eftimated it from the length of time as well as
from the great efforts which he had employed
in order to re-conquer it , and fond of every
acdion which had the appearance of generofity,
affented without difficulty to fentiments fo agree¬
able to his own , rejected the propofition of the
citizens of Ghent , and difmiffed their deputieswith an harlh anfwer ” .

47  Mem. de Bellay, p. 2S3. P. Heuter. Rer. Auftr. lib.gi . 2S3.

Not
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Not fatisfied with this , by  a farther refine - Book VI,
ment in generofity , he communicated to the
Emperor his whole negociation with the rnale-^ommun.u
contents , and all that he knew of their fchemes ^ eution's
and intentions' 18. This convincing proof of t0theEl1’'-
Francis ^ difintereilednefs relieved Charles from 11610*'
the moft difquieting apprehenfions and opened a
way to extricate himfelf out of all his difficulties.
He had already received full information of all
the tranfactions in the Netherlands , and of the
rage with which the people of Ghent had taken
arms againft his government . He was thoroughly
acquainted with the genius and qualities of his
fubjedts in that country ; w'ith their love of li¬
berty ; their attachment to their ancient privi¬
leges and cuftoms ; as well as the invincible ob-
ftinacy with which their minds , flow but firm
and perfevering , adhered to any meafure on
which they had leifure to fix. He eafily faw
what encouragement and fupport they might
have derived from the affiftance of France ; and
though now free from any danger on that quar¬
ter , he was ftill fenfible that fome immediate as
well as vigorous inteipofition was neceffary , in
order to prevent the fpirit of difaffeefion from
fpreading in a country wh re the number of
cities , the multitude of people , together with
the great wealth diffufed among them by com-

48 Sandov. Hiftor. tom. ii. 284-
VOL. III. 6
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s

Book VI. merce , rendered it peculiarly formidable , and

i^ 9. would fupply it with inexhauftible refources.
Charles's No expedient , after long deliberation , appeared
deliberations fQ effe£ imj as  going in perfon to the
concerning cor
in,'journey Netherlands ; and the governefs his filter being
ther'iand?" ^ *"arne  opinion , warmly folicited him to

undertake the journey . There were only two
different routes which he could take ; one by land,
through Italy and Germany , the other entirely
by fea , from fome port in Spain to one in the
Low Countries . But the former was more te¬
dious than fuited the prefent exigency of his
affairs ; nor could he in confiftency with his dig¬
nity or even his fafety pafs through Germany
without fuch a train both of attendants and of
troops , as would have added greatly to the time
that he mult have confumed in his journey ; the
latter was dangerous at this feafon , and while
he remained uncertain with refpedt to the friend-
fhip of the King of England , was not to be ven¬
tured upon , unlefs under the convoy of a power¬
ful fleet. This perplexing fituation , in which he
was under a neceffity of chufing , and did not
know what to chufe , infpired him at laft with the

Propores tofingular and feemingly extravagant thought of
Pi!rsi*^roi’sh paffing through France , as the mod expeditious

way of reaching the Netherlands . He propofed
in his council to demand Francis ’s permilfion for
that purpofe . All his counfellors joined with
one voice in condemning the meafure as no lefs
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rafh than, unprecedented , and which muft infal- ' Book Vi.
libly expofe him to difgrace or to danger ; to 1539.
difgrace , if the demand were rejected in the
manner that he had reafon to expedl ; to danger,
if he put his perfon in the power of an enemy
whom he had often offended , who had ancient
injuries to revenge , as well as fubjedls of prefent
conteft ftill remaining undecided . But Charles,
who had ftudied the character of his rival with
greater care , and more profound difcernment
than any of hft minifters , perfifted in his plan,
and flattered himfelt that it might be accom-
pliflled not only without danger to his own per¬
fon , but even without the expence of any con-
ceflion detrimental to his crown.

With this view he communicated the matter To wjli(.h
to the French ambalfador at his court , and fentFrancis
Granvelle his chief minifter to Paris , in order to euuIcnts‘
obtain from Francis permiffion to pafs through
his dominions , and to promife that he would
foon fettle the affair of the Milanefe to his fatis-
faction. But at the fame time he entreated that
Francis would not exadt any new promife , or
even infift on former engagements , at this junc¬
ture , left whatever he Ihould grant , under his
prefent circumftances , might feem rather to be
extorted by neceffity , than to flow from friend-
fhip or the love ofjuftice . Francis , inftead of
attending to the fnare which fuch a flight artifice

O 5?
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Book VI. fcarcely concealed , was fo dazzled with the
*5 39- fplendour of overcoming an enemy by ads of

generality , and fo pleafed with the air of fupe.
riority which the reditude and difintereftednefs
of his proceedings gave him on this occafion,
that he at once alfented to all that was demand¬
ed . Judging of the Emperor ’s heart hy his own,
he imagined that the fentiments of gratitude,
arifmg from the remembrance of good offices
and liberal treatment , would determine him
more forcibly to fulfil what he had fo often
promifed , than the moft precife ftipulations
that could be inferted in any treaty.

... Upon this , Charles , to whom every moment
tion in that was precious , fet out , notwithftanding the fears

kingdom . anc [ f u fp] CIOns Q f his Spanilh fubjeds , with a

fmall but fplendid train of about an hundred
perfons . At Bayonne , on the frontiers of
France , he was received by the Dauphin and
the Duke of Orleans , attended by the conftable
Montmorency . The two Princes offered to go
into Spain , and to remain there as hoftages for
the Emperor ’s fafety ; but this he rejeded , de¬
claring that he relied with implicit confidence
on the King ’s honour , and had never demanded
nor would accept of any other pledge for his fecu-
rity . In all the towns through which he palled,
the greateft poffible magnificence was difplayed;
the magiftrates prefented him the keys of the
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gates ; the prifon-doors were fet open ; and , by
the royal honours paid to him , he appeared
more like the fovereign of the country than a
flranger . The King advanced as far as Chatel-
herault to meet him ; their interview was dif-
tinguifhed by the warmeft expreffions of friend-
fhip and regard . They proceeded together to¬
wards Paris , and prefented to the inhabitants of
that city , the extraordinary fpectacle of two rival
Monarchs , whofe enmity had difturbed and laid
wafte Europe during twenty years , making
their folemn entry together with all the fvmp-
toms of a confidential harmony , as if they had
forgotten for ever paft injuries , and would nevef
revive hoftilities for the future <9.

Charles remained fix days at Paris ; but
amidft the perpetual careffes of the French
court , and the various entertainments contrived
to amufe or to do him honour , he difcovered an
extreme impatience to continue his journey,
arifing as much from an apprehenfion of danger
which conftantly oppreffed him , as from the
neceffity of his prefence in the Low Countries.
Confcious of the difingenuity of his own inten¬
tions , he trembled when he reflected that fome
fatal accident might betray them to his rival , or
lead him to fufpefit them ; and though his arti-

Thuan. Hill. lib. i. g. 14. Mem. de Bellay, z6 4.
o 3

Book VI.
1S39-

IS4 ° -

The Empe*
ror ’s folici.
tude,



THE REIGN OF THE

Book VI.

i $ 40,

and difiHge.
nuity.

January 24.

198

fices to conceal thefe fhould be fuccefsful , he
could not help fearing that motives of intereft
might at laft triumph over the fcruples of ho¬
nour , and tempt brands to avail himfelf of the
advantage now in his hands . Nor were there
wanting perfons among the French minifters,
who advifed the King to turn his own arts,
againfl the Emperor , and as the retribution due I
for fo many inftances of fraud or falfehood , to 2
feize and detain his perfon until he granted him
full fatisfaclion with regard to all the juft claims
of the French crown . But no confideration could 1
induce Francis to violate the faith which he had (
pledged , ndr could any argument convince him 1
that Charles , after all the promifes that he had
given , and all the favours which he had receiv¬
ed , might ftill be capable of deceiving him.
Full of this falfe confidence he accompanied him
to St. Ouintin , and the two Princes , who had
met him on the borders of Spain , did not take 1
leave of him until he entered his dominions in the 2
Low Countries . f

d
As foon as the Pimperor reached his own ter- o

ritories , the French ambaftadors demanded the i
accomplifhment of what he had promifed con¬
cerning the inveftiture of Milan ; but Charles,
under the plaufible pretext that his whole atten¬
tion was then engrafted by the confultations ne-
ceffary towards fupprefling the rebellion in
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Ghent , put off the matter for fome time. But Book VI.
in order to prevent Francis from fufpedting his 1540.
fmcerity , he fb‘11 continued to talk of his refolu-
tions with refpecl to that matter in the fame
ftrain as when he entered France , and even
wrote to the King much to the fame purpol 'e,
though in general terms , and with equivocal ex-
preffions , which he might afterwards explain
away or interpret at pleafure s°.

Meanwhile, ^ the unfortunate citizens of Reauai0„
Ghent , deftitute of leaders capable either of ofGhent;
directing their councils , or conducting their
troops ; abandoned by the French King and un-
fupported by their countrymen ; were unable to
refift their offended fovercign , who was ready to
advance againft them with one body of troops
which he had raffed in the Netherlands , with
another drawn out of Germany , and a third
which had arrived from Spain by fea. The near
approach of danger made them , at laft , fo fen-
fible of their own folly , that they fent ambafla-
dors to the Emperor , imploring his mercy , and
offering to fet open their gates at his approach.
Charles without vouchfafing them any other an-
fwer , than that he would appear among them
as their fovereign , with the feeptre and the
fword in his hand , began his march at the head

O 4
50 Memoires de Ribier, i. $04.
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Book VI . of Bis troops Though he chrfe to enter the
1540. city on the twenty -fourth of February , his birth¬

day , he was touched with nothing of that ten.
dernefs or indulgence which was natural towards
the place of his nativity . Twenty - fix of the

and punish- prihcipal citizens were put to death ; a greater
inent of the number was fent into banifhment ; the city was
April ip . declared to . have forfeited all its privileges and

immunities ; the revenues belonging to it were
confifcated ; its ancient form of government was
abolifhed ; the nomination of its magiftrates was
veiled for the future in the Emperor and his fuc-
ceffors ; a new fyftem of laws 'and political ad-
miniftration was prefcribed and in order to
bridle the feditious fpirit of,the citizens , orders
were given to eredt a ftrong citadel , for defraying
the expence of which a fine of an hundred and
fifty thoufand florins was impofed on the in¬
habitants . together with an annual tax of fix
thoufand florins for the fupport of the garrifon S2.
By thefe rigorous proceedings , Charles not only
punifhed ihe citizens of Ghent , but fet an awful
example of feverity before his other fubjedts in
the Netherlands , whofe immunities and privi¬
leges , partly the effedt, partly the caufe of their
extenfive commerce , circumfcribed the royal

*r Les coutumes & loix du Comte de Flandre, par Alex,
le Grand, 3 tom. fol. Cambray, 1719,10111. i. p. 169,

” Hara;i Annales Brabantisc, vol. i. 61<5.
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prerogative within very narrow bounds , and Book VI.
often flood in the way of meafures which he . 1540.
wifhed to undertake, or fettered and retarded
him in his operations.

Charles having thus vindicated and re -efla -, Charles re-
blifhed his authority in the Low Countries , and t0  fu!"
being now under no necemty of continuing the gagements
fame fcene of falfehood and diffimulation with 10 Ftancis*
which he had long amufed Francis , began gra¬
dually to throw afide the veil under which he had
concealed his intentions with refpedl to the Mi-
lanefe. At firft , he eluded the demands of the
French ambaffadors , when they again reminded
him of his promifes ; then he propofed , by way
of equivalent for the dutchy of Milan , to grant
the Duke of Orleans the invefliture of Flanders ,
clogging the offer, however , with impracticable
conditions , or fuch as he knew would be reject¬
ed S!. At Jaft , being driven from all his evafions
and fubterfuges by their infilling for a categori¬
cal anfwer , he peremptorily refufed to give up
a territory of fuch value , or voluntarily to make
fuch a liberal addition to the flrength of an ene- -
my by diminifhing his own power S4. He denied
at the fame time , that he had ever made any
promife which could bind him to an action fo
foolilh , and fo contrary to his own intereft ” .

,s  Mem. de Ribier, i. coo. <14. s*
” Bellay, 565-6.

Ribier, i. 519.
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Book VI. Of  all the tranfadions in the Emperor ’s life
1540. this , without doubt , refleds the greateft dif-

lionour on his reputation ' e. Though Charles
was not extremely fcrupulous at other times
about the means which he employed for accom-
plilhing his ends , or always obfervant of the
ftrid precepts of veracity and honour , he had
hitherto maintained fome regard for the maxims
of that lefs precife and rigid morality by which
Monarchs think themfelves entitled to regulate
their condud . But , on this occafion , the fcheme
that he formed of deceiving a generous and
open -hearted Prince ; the illiberal and mean
artifices by which he carried it on ; the infen-
fibility with which he received all the marks of
his friendfhip , as well as the ingratitude with
which he requited them ; are all equally unbe¬
coming the dignity of his character , and incon-
fiftent with the grandeur of his views.

This tranfadion expofed Francis to as much
fcorn as it did the Emperor to cenfure . After
the experience of a long reign , after fo many
opportunities of difeovering the duplicity and
artifices of his rival , the credulous fimplicity
with which he truflted him at this jundure feemed
to merit no other return than it adually met
with . Francis , however , remonflrated and ex-

U Jovii Hift. lib. xxxix. p. 238 , a.
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claimed , as if this had been the flrft inftance in Book Vis
which the Emperor had deceived him . Feeling , 1540.
as is ufual , the infult which was offered to his
underfhnding frill more fenfibly than the injury
done to his intereft , he difcovered fuch refent-
ment , as made it obvious that he would lay hold
on the fir ft opportunity of being revenged , and
that a war , no lefs rancorous than that which
had fo lately raged , would foon break out anew
in Europe.

This year is rendered memorable by the efta- The Pope
blifliment of the Order of Jefuits ; a body whofe thê nfticu.
influence on ecclefiaftical as well as civil affairs tion of th*
hath been fo conftderable , that an account of the j er̂ j s,°f
genius of its laws and government juftly merits
a place in hiftory . When men take a view of
the rapid progrefs of this fociety towards wealth
and power ; when they contemplate the admi¬
rable prudence with which it has been governed;
when they attend to the perfevering and fyfte-
matick fpirit with which its fchemes have been
carried on ; they are apt to afcribe fuch a Angu¬
lar inftitution to the fuperior wifdom of its foun¬
der , and to fuppofe that he had formed and di-
gefted his plan with profound policy . But the
Jefuits , as well as the other monaftick orders , are
indebted for the exiftence of their order not to
the wifdom of their founder , but to his enthu-
fiafm . Ignatio Loyola , whom I have already
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mentioned on occafion of the wound which he
received in defending Pampeluna' 7, was afanatick
diftinguifhed by extravagancies in fentiment and
condud , no lefs incompatible with the maxims
of fober reafon , than repugnant to the fpirit of
true religion . The wild adventures , and vi-
fionary fchemes, in which his enthufiafm engaged
him, equal any thing recorded in the legends of
the Romilh faints ; but are unworthy of notice
in hiftory.

Prompted by this fanatical fpirit , or incited
by the love of power and diftindion , from which
fuch pretenders to fuperior fandity are not ex¬
empt , Loyola was ambitious of becoming the
founder of a religious order . The plan , which
he formed of its conftitution and laws , was fug-
gefted , as he gave out , and as his followers ftill
teach , by the immediate infpiration of heaven '*.
But notwithftanding this high pretenfion , his
defign met at firft with violent oppofition . The
Pope , to whom Loyola had applied for the fanc-
tion of his authority to confirm the inftitution,
referred his petition to a committee of Cardinals.
They reprefented the eftablilhment to be unne-
ceffary as well as dangerous , and Paul refufed
to grant his approbation of it . At laft , Loycxla

57 VoL ii. Book ii. p. 192.
** Compte rendu des Conftitutionsdes Jefuites, au Parle-

ment de Provence, par M. de Monclar, p. 285..
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removed all his fcruples by an offer which it was Book VI,
impoflible for any Pope to refift. He propofed 1*40.
that befides the three vows of poverty , of chaf- Thep°Pe’s
tity , and of monaftick obedience , which are confirming
common to all the orders of regulars , the mem- the order,
bers of his fociety fhould take a fourth vow of
obedience to the Pope , binding themfelves to go
whitherfoever he fhould command for the fervice
of religion , and without requiring any thing
from the Holy See for their fupport . At a time
when the papal authority had received fuch a
fhock by the revolt of fo many nations from the
Romifh church ; at ' a time when every part of
the popifh fyftem was attacked with fo much
violence and fuccefs , the acquifition of a body
of men , thus peculiarly devoted to the See of
Rome , and whom it might fet in oppofition to
all its enemies w'as an objedt of the higheft con- Sept, sr-
fequence . Paul , inftantly perceiving this , con¬
firmed the inftitution of the Jefuits by his bull;
granted the moft ample privileges to the mem¬
bers of the fociety ; and appointed Loyola to
be the firffc general of the order . The event
hath fully juftified Paul ’s difcernment , in ex¬
pecting fuch beneficial confequences to the See
of Rome from this inftitution . In lefs than half
a century , the fociety, obtained eftablifhments in
every country that adhered to the Roman catho*
lick church ; its power and wealth increafed
amazingly ; the number of its members became



206 THE REIGN OF THE

great ; their character as well as accomplilhments
were ftill greater ; and the Jefuits were celebrated
by the friends , and dreaded by the enemies of
the Romifh faith , as the moll able and enterpriz*
ing order in the church.

its conftitu- The conftitution and laws of the fociety were
^ erif ~perfected by Laynez and Aquaviva , the two

particular generals who fucceeded Loyola , men far fupe-
attention. r -or to tp e ] r mailer in abilities , and in the fcience

of government . They framed that fyftern of
profound and artful policy which diftinguifhes
the order . The large infufion of fanaticifm ,
mingled with its regulations , lliould be imputed
to Loyola its founder . Many circumftances con¬
curred in giving a peculiarity of character to
the order of Jefuits , and in forming the mem¬
bers of it not only to take greater part in the

* affairs of the world than any other body of
monks , but to acquire fuperior influence in the
condudl of them.

The ohjea The primary object of almoft all the monaftick

angular!1 "orders is to feparate men from the world , and
from any concern in its affairs. In the folitude
and filence of the cloifter , the monk is called
to work out his own falvation by extraordinary
acts of mortification and piety . He is dead to
the world , and ought not to mingle in its tranf-
adtions. He can be of no benefit to mankind,

Book VI.

IS 4° .
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but by bis example and by his prayers . On the Book VI.
contrary , the Jefuits are taught to conflder them- j? 4°-
felves as formed for action . They are chofen
foldiers , bound to exert themfelves continually
in the fervice of God , and of the Pope , his vicar
on earth . Whatever tends to inftrudt the igno¬
rant ; whatever can be of ufe to reclaim or to
oppofe the enemies of the Holy See, is their
proper objed . That they may have full leifure
for this adive fervice , they are totally exempted
from thofe fundions , the performance of which
is the chief bufinefs of other monks . They ap¬
pear in no proceffions ; they pradife no rigorous
aufterities ; they do not confume one half of their
time in the repetition of tedious offices But
they are required to attend to all the tranfadions
of the world , on account of the influence which
thefe may have upon religion ; they are direded
to ftudy the difpofitions of perfons in high rank,
and to cultivate their friendihip 60; and by the
very conftitution as well as genius of the order,
a fpirit of adion and intrigue is infufed into all
its members.

As the objed of the fociety of Jefuits differed Peculiarities
from that of the other monaftick orders , the l0"
diverfity was no lefs in the form of its govern - particularly

59 Compte Rendu , par M. de Monclar , p, xiii. 29c . Sur
la deftruct . des Jefuites , par M. D’Alembert , p . 42.

“ Compte par M. de Monclar, p, xiL
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Book VI. ment . The other orders are to be confidered as
1540. voluntary affociations , in which whatever affeds

with refpeft the whole body , is regulated by the common
to the p° werfuffrae-e of all its members . The executive power
of the gene- * 1111-roi. is veiled in the perfons placea at the head or

each convent , or of the whole fociety ; the
legiflative authority refides in the community.
Affairs of moment , relating to particular con¬
vents , are determined in conventual chapters;
fuch as refpedt the whole order are confidered
in general congregations . But Loyola , full of the
ideas of implicit obedience , which he had de¬
rived from his military profeffion , appointed that
the government of his order fhould be purely
monarchical . A general , chofen for life by
deputies from the feveral provinces , poffetfed
power that was fupreme and independent , ex¬
tending to every perfon , and to every cafe.
He , by his foie authority , nominated provincials,
rectors , and every other officer employed in the
government of the fociety , and could remove
them at pleafure . In him was vetted the fove-
reign adminiftration of the revenues and funds
of the order . Every member belonging to it
was at his difpofal ; and by his uncontroulable
mandate , he could impofe on them any talk,
or employ them in what fervice foever he
pleafed . To his commands they were required to
yield not only outward obedience , but to refign
up to him the inclinations of their own wills,

and
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and the fentiments of their own underfb .ndings. Book VI.
They were to liften to his injunctions , as if they 1540.
had been uttered by Chrifh himfelf. Under his
direction , they were to be mere pafiive inflru-
ments , like clay in the hands of the potter , or
like dead carcaffes incapable of refiftance fI. Such
a fingular form of policy could not fail to im-
prefs its character on all the members of the
order , and to give a peculiar force to ail its
operations . There is not in the annals of man¬
kind any example of fuch a peried defpotifm,
exercifed not over monks fhut up in the ceils of
a convent , but over men difperfed among all the
nations of the earth.

As the conftitutions of the order veil , in the c!rcumfian*
General , fuch abfolute dominion over all its tes.7h!.'jl1
members , they carefully provide for his being Exerdre it
perfedlv informed with refped to the charader W!lb
and abilities of his fubjecls . Every novice who vantage,
offers himfelf as a candidate for entering into the
order , is obliged to manifeji his confcience  to the
fuperior , or to a perfon appointed by him ; and
is required to confefs not only his fins and de-
feds , but to difcover the inclinations , the paf-
fions , and the bent of his foul . This manifefta-
tion muft be renewed every fix months The

<l  Compte rendu au Parlem. de Bretagne , par M. de Cha-
lotais , p. 41 , &C. Compte par M. de Monclar , gj . 185,
34-j-

“ Compte par M. de Monclar . p , 121 , &c.
VOL . III . P
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Book VI. fociety not fatisfied with penetrating in this man-

1540. ner into the innermoft recedes of the heart , di-
reds each member to obferve the words and
actions of the novices ; they are conftituted fpies
upon their conduct ; and are bound to difclofe
every thing of importance concerning them to
the fuperior . In order that this fcrutiny into
their character may be as complete as poflible,
a. long noviciate muff expire , during which they
pais through the feveral gradations of ranks in
the fociety , and they muft have attained the full
age of thirty -three years , before they can be ad¬
mitted to take the final vows , by which they
become prcfeffcd.  members SJ. By thefe various
methods , the fuperiors , under whofe immediate
infpedion the novices are placed , acquire a
thorough knowledge of their difpofitions and
talents . In order that the General , who is the
foul that animates and moves the whole fociety,
may have under his eye every thing neceffary to
inform or direct him,  the provincials and heads
of the feveral houfes are obliged to tranfmit to
him regular and frequent reports concerning the
members under their infpection . In thefe they
defcend into minute details with refped to the
charader of each perfon , his abilities natural or
acquired , his temper , his experience in affairs,

61 Compte pat M. de Monel. 21 ; , 241. Sur la deftr. des
.lef. par M. D’dlemb. p. 39.



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 211

isIE
at,i
ds e:

d{pi:
iilcloi
em tt
' into

:h tfe
act;.
diet
be at
1the)
■atious
otiwK

.optst■

.ons
loiso

dhei
nfffii'-
ning3
lefe tk
ft tos
.aturs.'
a &

and the particular department for which he is Book VI,
bed. fitted 6*. Thefe reports , when digefted and 1540,
arranged , are entered into regifters , kept of pur-
pofe that the General may , at one comprehen-
five view , furvey the flate of the fociety in every
corner of the earth ; obferve the qualifications
and talents of its members ; and thus choofe,
with perfect information , the inftruments , which

64  M . de Chalotais has made a calculation of the number
of thefe reports , which the General of the Jefuits muft an¬
nually receive according to the regulations of the fociety.
Thefe amount in all to 638 4. If this fum be divided by
37 ■> the number of provinces in the order , it appeal's that
177 reports concerning the Hate of each province are tranf.
mitted to Rome annually . Coinpte , p. 32 . Befides this,
there may be extraordinary letters , or fuch as are fent by
the monitors or fpies whom the General and Provincials en¬
tertain in each houfe . Compte par INI. de Monel , p. 431.
Hilt , des Jefuites , Amft. 1761 . tom. iv. p. $6. The pro¬
vincials and heads of houfes not only report concerning the
members of the fociety , but are bound to give the General an
account of the civil affairs in the country wherein they are
fettled , as far as their knowledge of thefe may be of be¬
nefit to religion . This condition may extend to every
particular , fo that the General is furnifhed with . full in¬
formation concerning the tranfa &ions of every Prince and
Hate in the world . Compte par M. de Monel . 443 . Hift.
des Jefuit . ibid. p. <58. When the affairs with refpedt to
which the provincials or rectors write are of importance,
they are directed to ufe cyphers , and each of them has a
particular cypher from the General . Compte par M. Out.
lotais, p. 34.
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Book VI. his abfolute power can employ in any fervice for

1540. which he thinks meet to deftine them

?rogrefs of As it was the profefied intention of the order

the power 0£ j epujts to  l abolir  with unwearied zeal in pro-
and mini- ^ 1

e»ce of the moling the falvation of men , this engaged them,

order, Gf cour fe5  many adtive fundtions . From their

firft inftitution , they confidered the education of

youth as their peculiar province ; they aimed at
being fpiritual guides and confeffors ; they
preached frequently in order to inftrudt the peo¬
ple ; they fet out as miffionaries to convert un¬
believing nations . The novelty of the inftitu¬
tion , as well as the fingularity of its objedts pro¬
cured the order many admirers and patrons.
The governors of the fociety had the addrefs to
avail themfelves of every circumftance in its fa¬
vour , and in a fhort time , the number as well
as influence of its members - increafed wonder¬

fully . Before the expiration of the fixteenth
century , the Jefuits had obtained the chief direc¬
tion of the education of youth in every catholick
country in Europe . They had become the con¬
feffors of almoft all its monarchs , a function of

no fmall importance in any reign , but under a
weak Prince , fuperior even to that of minifter.

They were the fpiritual guides of almoft every
perfon eminent for rank or power . They pot

65 Compte par M. de Monel, p. 215. 439.—Compte par
fll. de Chal'otais, p. 92. 222.
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felled the 'high eft degree of confidence and in- Book VI
tereft with the papal court , as the moft zealous
and able champions for its authority . The ad¬
vantages which an adtive and enterprizing body
of men might derive from all thefe circumftances
are obvious . They formed the minds of men
in their youth . They retained an afeendant
over them in their advanced years. They pof-
feffed , at different periods , the direction of the
moft confiderable courts in Europe . They
mingled in all affairs. They took part in every
intrigue and revolution . The General , by
means of the extenfive intelligence which he re¬
ceived , could regulate the operations of the
order with the moft perfect difeernment , and by
means of his abfolute power could carry them
with the utmoft vigour and effect $i.

Together,  with the power of the order , itsFrotn-ers of
wealth continued to increafe. Various expedi- lts weakh'
ents were devifed for eluding the obligation of

“  When Loyola in the year 1^40 petitioned the Pope to
authorize the inftitution of the order , he had only ten dif-
ciples. But in the year 1608 , fray -eight years after their
firft inftitution , the number of Jefui 1"'- had increafed to ten
thoufand five hundred and eighty -one. In the year 1710,
the order pofleffed twenty-four prof e(fed  houfes ; fifty-nine
houfes of probation ; three hundred and forty refidencies;
fix hundred and twelve colleges ; two hundred millions ; one
hundred and fifty feminaries and boarding -fchools ; and
coniilied of 19,998 Jefuits . Hift. des Jefuites , tom. i. p. so.

P 3
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Book VI. the vow of poverty . The order acquired ample
1540. poffeffions in every catholick country ; and by

the number as well as magnificence of its pub-
lick buildings , together with the value of its pro¬
perty , moveable or real , it vied with the moft
opulent of the monaftick fraternities . Befides the
fources of wealth common to all the regular
clergy , the Jefuits pofleffed one which was pecu¬
liar to themfelves . Under pretext of promoting
the fuccefs of their millions , and of facilitating
the fupport of their miffionaries , they obtained
a fpecial licence from the court of Rome , to
trade with the nations which they laboured to
convert . In confequence of this , they engaged
in an extenfive and lucrative commerce , both in
the Haft and Weft Indies . They opened ware-
houfes in different parts of Europe , in which
they vended their commodities . Not fatisfied
with trade alone , they imitated the example of
other commercial focieties , and aimed at obtain¬
ing' fettlements . They acquired poffeffion ac¬
cordingly of a large and fertile province in the
fouthern continent of America , and reigned as
fovereigns over fome hundred thoufand fub-
jeds

PffT' CiUf S Unhappily for mankind , the vaft influence
ti,ere on which the order of Jefuits acquired by all thefe
eivilfociety.

*7 Hift . des Jef. iv. 168—196, &c.
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different means , has been often exerted with Book  Ti¬
the moffc pernicious effect Such was the ten- 1540-
dency of that difcipJine obferved by the fociety
in forming its members , and fuch the funda¬
mental maxims in its conllitution , that every
Jefuit was taught to regard the intereft of the
order as the capital objedt , to which every con-
fideration was to be facrificed . This fpirit of
attachment to their order , the moll ardent , per¬
haps , that ever influenced any body of men 61,
is the cnaracteriftick principle of the Jefuits, and
ferves as a key to the genius of their policy , as
well as to the peculiarities in their fentiments and
conduct.

As it was for the honour and advantage of
the fociety , that its members Ihould poflefs an
afcendant over perfons in high rank or of great
power , the delire of acquiring and preferving
•luch a direction of their conduct , with greater
facility , has led the Jefuits to propagate a fy ft era
of relaxed and pliant morality , which accommo¬
dates itfelf to the paflions of men , which jultifies
their vices , which tolerates their imperfections,
which authorizes almoft every action that the
moft audacious or crafty politician would wifh
to perpetrate.



Book VI.
1540.
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As the profperity of the order was intimately
conneded with the prefervation of the papal au¬
thority , the Jefuits , influenced by the fame prin¬
ciple of attachment to the interefts of their fo-
ciety , have been the moft zealous patrons of thofe
doctrines , which tend to exalt ecclefiaftical
power on the ruins of civil government . They
have attributed to the court of Rome a jurif-
didion as extenfive and abfolute as was claimed
by  the moft prefumptuous pontiffs in the dark
ages . They have contended for the entire in¬
dependence of ecclefiafticks on the civil magi-
ftrate . They have publifhed fuch tenets con¬
cerning the duty of oppofing Princes who were
enemies of the cathohck faith , as countenanced
the moft atrocious crimes , and tended to dif-
folve all the ties which conned fubjeds with
their rulers.

As the order derived both reputation and au¬
thority from the zeal with which it ftood forth
in defence of the Romifh church againft the at¬
tacks of the reformers , its members , proud of
this diftindion , have conftdered it as their pe¬
culiar fundion to combat the opinions , and to
check the progrefs of the Proteftants . They
have made ufe of every art , and have employed
every weapon againft them . They have fet
themfelvcs in oppofition to. every gentle or to¬
lerating meafure in their favour . They have

a
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inceffantly ftirred up againft them all the rage Book VI,
of ecclefiaftical and civil perfecution . 1540.

Monks of other denominations have , indeed,
ventured to teach the fame pernicious dodrines,
and have held opinions equally inconfiftent with
the order and happinefs of civil fociety . But
they , from reafons which are obvious , have ei¬
ther delivered fuch opinions with greater referve,
or have propagated them with lefs fuccefs.
Whoever recolleds the events which have hap¬
pened in Europe during two centuries , will find
that the Jefuits may juftly be confidered as re-
fponfible for mod of the pernicious efteds aril-
ing from that corrupt and dangerous cafuiftry,
from thofe extravagant tenets concerning eccle¬
fiaftical power , and from that intolerant fpirit,
which have been the difgrace of the church of
Rome throughout that period , and which have
brought fo many calamities upon civil fociety

But amidft many bad confequences flowing 5>ome a<lvan-

from the inftitution of this order , mankind , itj ^ fromUie*
muft be acknowledged , have derived from it inftitution
fome confiderable advantages . As the Jefuits °f thls or'
made the education of youth one of their capital
objeds , and as their firft attempts to eftablilh
colleges for the reception of ftudents were vio-

Encyclopedic , Art Jsfuiics , tom . viii . 51 }.
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Book VI lend / oppofed by the univerfities in different
1540 countries , it became neceffary for them , as the

mod effectual method of acquiring the publick
favour , to furpafs their rivals in fcience and in-

Particularly duftry . This prompted them to cultivate the
*° 1 'ftudy of ancient literature with extraordinary ar¬

dour . This put them upon various methods for
facilitating the infhuclion of youth ; and by the
improvements which they made in it , they have
contributed fo much towards the progrefs of
polite learning , that on this account they have
merited well of fociety . Nor has the order of
Jefuits been fuccefsful only in teaching the ele¬
ments of literature , it has produced likewife
eminent mailers in many branches of fcience,
and can alone boaft of a greater number of in¬
genious authors , than all the other religious
fraternities taken together 70,

70  M . d’Alembert has obferved that though the Jefuits
have made extraordinary progrefs in erudition of every
fpecies ; though they can reckon up many of their brethren
who have been eminent mathematicians , antiquaries , and
critics ; though they have even formed fome orators of repu¬
tation ; yet the order has never produced one man, whofe
mind was fo much enlightened with found knowledge , as
to merit the name of a philofopher . But it feems to be the
unavoidable effedt of monaftick education to contradt and
fetter the human mind. The partial attachment of a monk
to the intereft of his order , which is often incompatible
with that of other citizens ; the habit of implicit obedience
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But  it is in the new world that the Jefuits Book  V£
have exhibited the moll wonderful difplay of 1540.
their abilities , and have contributed mold ef- More ef¬
fectually to the benefit of the human fpecies.
The conquerors of that unfortunate quarter ofmentofthe
the elobe had nothing in view , but to plunder, Jefuusm

* . 0 . . . , 1 , . Paraguay,to enllave , and to exterminate its inhabitants.
The lefuits alone have made humanity the object 7

,of their fettling there . About the beginning of
the laid century they obtained admiffion into the
fertile province of Paraguay , which ftretches
acrofs the fouthern continent of America , from
the bottom of the mountain ? of Potofi , to the
confines of the Spanilh and Portuguefe fettle-
ments on the banks of the river de la Plata.
They found the inhabitants in a fdate little dif¬
ferent from that which takes place among men
when they firld begin to unite together ; fdrangers
to the arts ; fubfilding precarioufly by hunting

to the will of a Superior , together with the frequent return
of the wearifome and frivolous duties of the cloifter, debafe
his faculties , and extinguifh that generality of fentiment
and fpirit , which qualifies men for thinking or feeling juftly
with rcfpect to what is proper in life and conduct . Father
Paul of Venice is, perhaps , the only perfon educated in a
cloifter, that ever was altogether fuperior to its prejudices,
or who viewed the tranfacfions of men , and reafoned con¬
cerning the interefts of fociety , with the enlarged fentiments
of a philofopher , with the difcernment of a man converfknt
in affairs, and with the liberality of a gentleman.
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Book VI, or lifting ; and hardly acquainted with the firft
1540. principles of fubordination and government.

The Jefuits fet themfelves to inftrud and to
civilize thefe favages . They taught them to
cultivate the ground , to rear tame animals , and
to build houfes . They brought them to live
together in villages . They trained them to arts
and manufactures . They made them tafte the
fweets of fociety ; and accuftomed them to the
bleffings of fecurity and order . Thefe people be¬
came the fubjects of their benefactors ; who have
governed them with a tender attention , refem-
bling that with which a father directs his chil¬
dren . Refpedled and beloved almoft to adora¬
tion , a few Jefuits prefided over fome hundred
thoufand Indians . They maintained a perfed
equality among all the members of the commu¬
nity . Each of them, was obliged to labour not
for himfelf alone , but for the publick . The pro¬
duce of their fields , together with the fruits of
their indufhy of every fpecies, were depofited in
common ftorehoufes , from which each individual
received every thing necefiary for the fupply of
his wants . By this inftitution , almoft all the
paffions which difturb the peace of fociety , and
render the members of it unhappy , were extin-
guifted . A few magiftrates , chofen by the In¬
dians themfelves , watched over the publick tran¬
quillity and fecured obedience to the laws . The
fangumary punifhments frequent unde/ other
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governments were unknown . An admonition Book VI.
from a Jefuit ; a flight mark of infamy ; or , 154°-
on fome lingular oecafion , a few lafhes with a
whip , were fufficient to maintain good order
among thefe innocent and happy people

But even in this meritorious effort of the Even here
Jefuits for the good of mankind , the genius and tioil and p0.
fpirit of their order have mingled and are dif- licyofl!ie
cernible . They plainly aimed at eftablifhing in °" airble>*
Paraguay an independent empire , fubjedt to the
fociety alone , and which , by the fuperior excel¬
lence of its conftitution and police , could fcarce-
ly have failed to extend its dominion over all the
fouthern continent of America . With this view*
in order to prevent the Spaniards or Portuguefe
in the adjacent fettlements , from acquiring any
dangerous influence over the people within the
limits of the province fubject to the fociety , the
Jefuits endeavoured to infpire the Indians with
hatred and contempt of thefe nations . They cut
off all intercourfe between their fubjedts and the
Spanifh or Portuguefe fettlements . They pro¬
hibited any private trader of either nation from
entering their territories . When they were
obliged to admit any perfon in a publick charac¬
ter from the neighbouring governments , they

71 Hift . du Paraguay parPere de Charlevoix, tom. ii. 42,
&c. Voyage au Perou par Don G. Juan & D. Ant. de Ul-
loa, tom. i. 540, &c. Par. 4to. 1752.
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Book VI.
1540.

did not permit him to have any converfation with
their fubjects , and no Indian was allowed even
to enter the houfe where thefe ftrangers refided,
unlefs in the prefence of a Jefuit. In order to
render any communication between them as dif¬
ficult as poffibie , thev induftrioufiy avoided giv¬
ing the Indians any knowledge of the Spanifh, or
of any other European language ; but encouraged
the different tribes , which they had civilized , to
acquire a certain dialed : of the Indian tongue
and laboured to make that the univerfal lan¬
guage throughout their dominions . As all thefe
precautions , without military force , would have
been infufficient to have rendered their empire
fecure and permanent , they inftrucled their fub-
je &s in the European arts of war . They formed
them into bodies of cavalry and infantry , com¬
pletely armed and regularly difciplined . They
provided a great train of artillery , as well as
magazines ftored with all the implements of war.
Thus they eftablifhed an army fo numerous and
well -appointed , as to be formidable in a coun¬
try , where a few fickly and ill - difciplined batta¬
lions compofed ail the military force kept on
foot by the Spaniards or Portuguefe 7\

Voyage de Juan & de Ulloa, tom. i. $49. Recueil de
toutes les Pieces qui out paru fur les Affaires des Jefuites en
Portugal, tom. i. p. 7, &c.
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The Jefuits gained no confiderable degree of Book VI.
power during the reign of Charles V. who , with 1540.
his ufual fagacity , difcerned the dangerous ten- Rear°n for
dency of the inftitution , and checked its pro - ,°iew.
grefs ” . But as the order was founded in the of the go-
period of which I write the hiftory , and as the
age to which I addrefs this work hath feen its fall , of the order,
the view which I have exhibited of the laws and
genius of this formidable body will not , I hope,
be unacceptable to my readers ; efpecially as
one circumftance has enabled me to enter into
this detail with particular advantage . Europe
had obferved , for two centuries , the ambition
and power of the order . But while it felt many
fatal effedts of thefe , it could not fully difcern
the caufes to which they were to be imputed . It
was unacquainted with m^ny of the fmgular re¬
gulations in the political conftitution or govern¬
ment of the Jefuits, which formed the enterprizing
fpirit of intrigue that diftinguiihed its members,
and elevated the body itfelf to fuch a height
of power . It was a fundamental maxim with
the Jefuits , from their firft inftitution , not to
publifh the rules of their order . Thefe they
kept concealed as an impenetrable myftery.
They never communicated them to ftrangers;
nor even to the greater part of their own mem¬
bers . They refufed to produce them when re-

7J  Compte parM. de Monc.l 312.
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quired by courts of juftice 7*;  and by a ftrarige
folecifm in policy , the civil power in different
countries authorized or connived at the efta-
blifhment of an order of men, whofe conflitution
and laws were concealed with a folicitude , which
alone was a good reafon for having excluded
them . During the profecutions lately carried
On againft them in Portugal and France , the
Jefuits have been fo inconfiderate as to produce
the myfterious volumes of their inftitute . By
the aid of thefe authentick records , the principles
of their government may be delineated , and the
fources of their power inveftigated with a degree
of certainty and precifion , which , previous to
that event , it was impoffible to attain 75. But as
I have pointed out the dangerous tendency of
the conftitution and fpirit of the order with the
freedom becoming an hiflorian , the candour

7t  Hift . dcs Jef . tom . iii. 256 , &c.  Compte par M. de
Chalot. p. 58.

7!  The greater part of my information concerning the go¬
vernment and laws of the order of Jefuits , I have derived
from the reports of M. de Chalotais and M. ds Monclar . I
reft not my narrative , however , upon the authority even of
thefe refpectable magiftrates and elegant writers , but upon
innumerable paffages which they have extracted from the cou-
ltitutions of the order , depcsfitcd in their hands. Hofpinian,
a Proteftant Divine of Zurich , in his Hifioria Jefuitica ,
printed A. D. 1619 , publifhed a fmall part of the consti¬
tutions of the Jefuits , of which by fome accident he had
got a copy ; p . 13— 54.

and
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and impartiality no lefs requifite in that charac- Book VI.
ter call on me to add one obfervation , That no 1540.
clafs of regular clergy in the Romilh church has
been more eminent for decency , and even purity
of manners , than the major part of the order of
Jefuits 7‘.  The maxims of an intriguing , am¬
bitious , interefted policy , might influence thofe
who governed the fociety , and might even cor¬
rupt the heart , and pervert the conduit of fome
individuals , while the greater number , engaged
in literary purfuits , or employed in the functions
of religion , was left to the guidance of thofe
common principles which reftrain men from
vice , and excite them to what is becoming and
laudable . The caufes which occafioned the ruin
of this mighty body , as well as the circumftances
and effeits with which it has been attended in
the different countries of Europe , though ob¬
jects extremely worthy the attention of every
intelligent obferver of human affairs , do not fall
within the period of this hiftory.

No fooner had Charles re - eftablifhed order in Affairs of
the Low Countries , than he was obliged to turn G4rman >-
his attention to the affairs of Germany . The
Proteftants preffed him earneftly to appoint that
conference between a feledt number of the di¬
vines of each party , which had been ftipulated

7t  Sur la deftrudt. des Jef par M. D’Alembert, p.
VOL. III. £>



226 THE REIGN OF THE

Book VI . in the convention at Francfort . The Pope coil-

1540 . fidered Inch an attempt to examine or decide the

points in difpute as derogatory to his right of
being the fupreme judge in controverfy ; and
being convinced that it would either be ineffec¬
tual by determining nothing , or prove danger¬
ous by determining too much , he employed

a  confer- every art to prevent the meeting . The Em-

tweeii^the P eror 5 however , finding it more for his intereft

Popish and to footh the Germans , than to gratify Paul , paid

dVii« aUt  ^ tt ®e regai'd to his remonftrances . In a diet held
June 45. at Haguenaw , matters were ripened for the con-

nec . 6. ference . In another diet affembled at Worms,

the conference was begun , Melandthon on the
one fide and Eckius on the other , fuftaining the
principal part in the difpute ; but after they had
made fome progrefs , though without conclud¬
ing any thing , it was fufpended by the Empe¬
ror ’s command , that it might be renewed with

1541. greater folemnity in his own prefence in a diet
fummoned to meet at Ratifbon . This alfembly
was opened with great pomp , and with a gene¬
ral expectation that its proceedings would be
vigorous and decifive . By the confent of both
parties , the Emperor was entrufted with the
power of nominating the perfons , who fiiouid
manage the conference , which it was agreed
fhould be conducted not in the form of a publick
deputation , but as a friendly fcrutiny or exami¬
nation into the articles which had given rife to
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the prefent controverfies . He appointed Eckius , Book VI.
Gropper and Pfkig , on the part of the Catholicks ; 1541..
Melandthon , Bucer , and Piftorius , on that of
the Proteftants ; all men of diftinguifhed repu¬
tation among their own adherents , and , except
Eckius , all eminent for their moderation , as
well as defxrous of peace. As they were about
to begin their confultations , the Emperor put
into their hands a book , compofed , as he faid,
by a learned divine in the Low Countries , with
fuch extraordinary perfpicuity and temper , as,
in his opinion , might go far to unite and com¬
prehend the two contending parties . Gropper,
a canon of Cologne , whom he had named among
the managers of the conference , a man of addrefs
as well as of erudition , was afterwards fufpected
to be the author of this fhort treatife. It con¬
tained pofitions with regard to twenty -two of the
chief articles in theology , which included moft
of the queftions then agitated in the controverfy
between the Lutherans and the church of Rome.
By ranging his fentiments in a natural order , and
exprefling them with great fimplicity ; by em-,
ploying often the very words of fcripture , or of
the primitive fathers ; by foftening the rigour of
fome opinions , and explaining away what was
abfurd in others ; by conceflions , now on one
fide , and now on the other ; and efpecially by
banilhing as much as poffible fcholaftick phrafes,
thofe words and terms of art in controverfy,

av
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which ferve as badges of diftindtion to the dif¬
ferent fedts , and for which theologians often con¬
tend more fiercely than for opinions themfelves ;
he framed his work in fuch a manner , as pro-
mifed fairer than any thing that had hitherto
been attempted , to compofe and to terminate
religious difTenfions 77.

But the attention of the age was turned , with
fuch acute obfervation , towards theological con-
troverfies , that it was not eafy to impofe on it
by any glofs , how artful or fpecious foever.
The length and eagernefs of the difpute had fe-
parated the contending parties fo completely,
and had fet their minds at fuch variance , that
they were not to be reconciled by partial con-
ceffions. All the zealous Catholicks , particularly
the ecclefiafticks who had a feat in the diet , joined
in condemning Gropper ’s treatife as too favour¬
able to the Lutheran opinions , the poifon of
which herefy it conveyed , as they pretended,
with greater danger , becaufe it was in fome de¬
gree difguifed . The rigid Proteftants , efpecially
Luther himfelf , and his patron the Ele &or of
Saxony , were for rejecting it as an impious
compound of error and truth , craftily prepared
that it might impofe on the weak , the timid , and
the unthinking . But the divines , to whom the ex-

77
Galdaft. Conftjt. Imper, ii. p. 1§3,
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animation of it was committed , entered upon Book
that bufmefs with greater deliberation and tem - 154
per . As it was more eafy in itfelf , as well as
more conliftent with the dignity of the church
to make conceffions , and even alterations with re¬
gard to fpeculative opinions , the difcuffion where¬
of is confined chiefly to fchools , and which pre-
fent nothing to the people that either ftrikes their
imagination or affects their fenfes , they came to
an accommodation about thefe without much
labour , and even defined the great article con¬
cerning jollification to their mutual fatisfadlion.
But , when they proceeded to points of jurifdic-
tion , where the intereft and authority of the
Roman See were concerned , or to the rites and
forms of external worfhip , where every change
that could be made mull be publick , and draw
the obfervation of the people , there the Catho-
licks were altogether untractable ; nor could the
church either with fafety or with honour abolilh
its ancient inftitutions . All the articles relative
to the power of the Pope , the authority of coun¬
cils , the adminiftration of the facraments , the
worfhip of faints , and many other particulars did
not,  in their nature , admit of any tempera¬
ment ; fo that after labouring long to bring
about an accommodation with refpedt to thefe,
the Emperor found all his endeavours ineffectual.
Being impatient , however , to clofe the diet , he
at laft prevailed on a majority of the members

0.3
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general
council
Jply zi

Book VI . to approve of the following recefs ; “ That the

1541. articles concerning whiclf the divines had agreed
Recefs of in the conference , fhould be held as points de-
Rati-bon il  cided , and be obferved inviolably by all ; that
favour of athe other articles about which they had differed,

fhould be deferred to the determination of a ge¬
neral council , or if that could not be obtained , to
a national fynod of Germany r and if it fhould
prove impracticable , likewife , to affemble a
fynod , that a general diet of the Empire fhould
be called within eighteen months , in order to
give fome final judgment upon the whole con-
troverfy ; that the Emperor fhould ufe all his
intereft and authority with the Pope , to procure
the meeting either of a general council or fynod;
that , in the mean time , no innovations fhould
be attempted , no endeavours fhould be em¬
ployed to gain profelytes ; and neither the re¬
venues of the church , nor the rights of the mo-
pafteries , fhould be invaded 7*.

gives of-
feuce both

All  the proceedings of this diet , as well as

to papifts t ^ie rece f s ’ n which they terminated , gave great

ana Lrotef offence to the Pope . The power which the
tants. Germans had affirmed, of appointing their own

divines to examine and determine matters of
controverfy , he confidered as a very dangerous
jnvafion on his rights ; the renewing of their

71  Sleidan, 267, &c. Pallav. I. iv. c. n . p. 136.F. Paul,
p. s<5- Seckend, 1. iii. 236.
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ancient pr.opofal concerning a national fynod , Book VI.
which had been fo often rejected by him and his 1541.
predeceffors , appeared extremely undutiful ; but
the bare mention of allowing a diet , compofed
chiefly of laymen , to pafs judgment with refped
to articles of faith , was deemed no lefs criminal
and profane , than the worft of thofe herefies
which they feemed zealous to fupprefs . On the
other hand , the Proteftants were no lefs diffatif-
fied with a recefs , that confiderably abridged the
liberty which they enjoyed at that time. As they Charles
murmured loudly againft it , Charles , unwilling courts the, r , r -17 ^ • i’roteftauts,
to leave any ieeds of dilcontent m the Jimpire,
granted them a private declaration , in the moll
ample terms , exempting them from whatever
they thought oppreffive or injurious in the recefs,
and afcertaining to them the full poHellion of all
the privileges which they had ever enjoyed 7\

Extraordinary  as thefe conceffions may Affairs of
appear , the fituation of the Emperor ’s affairs at Hungary-
this jundure made it neceffkry for him to grant
them . He forefaw a rupture with France to be
not only unavoidable , but near at hand, and durft
not give any fuch caufe of difguft or fear to the
Proteftants , as might force them , in felf-defence>
to court the protedion of the French King,

79  Sleid . 283. Seckend. 366. Dumont Corps Diplom.
iv.p. ii. p. 210.
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Book VI. from whom , at prefent , they were much alien-
1541. ated . The rapid progrefs of the Turks in Hun¬

gary , was a more powerful and prefent caufe of
the moderation which Charles difcovered . A
great revolution had happened in that kingdom;
John Zapol Screpus having cliofen , as has been
related , rather to poffefs a tributary kingdom,
than to renounce the royal dignity to which he
had been accuftomed , had,  by the affiftance of
his mighty protestor Solyman , wrefted from
Ferdinand a great part of the country , and left
him only the precarious poffeffion of the reft.
But being a Prince of pacifick qualities , the fre¬
quent attempts of Ferdinand , or of his partifans
among the Hungarians , to recover what they
had loft , greatly difquieted him;  and the neceffi-
ty on thefe occafions , of calling in the Turks,
whom he confidered and felt to be his mafters
rather than auxiliaries , was hardly lefs mortify¬
ing . In order , therefore , to avoid thefe diftref-
fes , as well as to fecure quiet and leifure for en-

X.  D. joying the arts and amufements in which he de¬
lighted , he fecretly came to an agreement with
his competitor , on this condition ; That Ferdi¬
nand fhould acknowledge him as King of Hun¬
gary , and leave him,  during life , the unmolefled
poffeffion of that part of the kingdom now in
his power ; but that , upon his demife , the foie
right of the whole ffiould devolve upon Ferdi-
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nand *\ As John had never been married , and Book VI
was then far advanced in life , the terms of the 1541.
contract feemed very favourable to Ferdinand.
But , foon after , fome of the Hungarian nobles,
folicitous to prevent a foreigner from afcending
their throne , prevailed on John to put an end
to a long celibacy , by marrying Ifabella , the
daughter of Sigifmond , King of Poland . John Death of  the
had the fatisfaction , before his death , which hap- Kl,,s of
pened within lefs than a year after his marriage,
to fee a fon bom to inherit his kingdom . To
him without regarding his treaty with Ferdi¬
nand , which he confidered , no doubt , as void,
upon an event not forefeen when it was conclud¬
ed , he bequeathed his crown ; appointing the
Queen and George Martinuzzi , bilhop of Wa-
radin , guardians of his fon , and regents of the
kingdom . The greater part of the Hungarians
immediately acknowledged the young Prince as
King, to whom , in memory of the founder of their
monarchy , they gave the name of Stephen 81.

Ferdinand , though extremely difconcerted Ferdinand’s
by this unexpected event , refolved not to aban- effory to
don the kingdom which he had acquired by his the
compact with John . He fent ambaffadors to
the Queen to claim poffeffion , and to offer the

** Iftuanhaffii Hift. Hung. lib. xii. p. 135.
Jovii Hift. lib. xxxix. p. 239, a. &c.
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Book VI. province of Tranfylvania as a fettlement for her
1541. fon , preparing at the fame time to affert his

right by force of arms. But John had com¬
mitted the care of his fon to perfons , who had
too much fpirit to give up the crown tamely , and
who poffeffed abilities fufficient to defend it.
The Queen , to all the addrefs peculiar to her
own fex , added a mafeuline courage , ambition,

character anc[ magnanimity . Martinuzzi , who had railed
of Mart °i'",er himfelf from the loweft rank in life to his pre-

nuzzi . fent dignity , was one of thofe extraordinary

men , who , by the extent as well as variety of their
1 talents , are fitted to aft a fuperior part in buft-

ling and faftious times. In difeharging the
funftions of his ecclefiaftical office , he put on
the femblance of an humble and auftere fanftity.
In civil tranfaftions , he difeovered induftry,
dexterity , and boldnefs . During war he laid
afide the caffock , and appeared on horfeback
with his feymitar and buckler , as aftive ; as of-
tentatious , and as gallant as any of his country¬
men . Amidft all thefe different and contradic¬
tory forms which he could affume , an infatiable
defire of dominion and authority was confpicu-
ous. From fuch perfons it was obvious what
anfwer Ferdinand had to expect . He foon per¬
ceived that he mult depend on arms alone for
recovering Hungary . Having levied for this
purpofe a confiderable body of Germans , whom
his partifans among the Hungarians joined with
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tlieir vatTals, he ordered them to march into that Book VI.
part of the kingdom which adhered to Stephen . 1541.
Martinuzzi , unable to make head againft fuch
a powerful army in the field , fatisfied himfelf
with holding out the towns , all of which , efpe-
cially Buda,  the place of greateft confequence,
he provided with every thing neceffary for de¬
fence ; and in the mean time he fent ambaffadors Calls in the
to Solyman , befeeching him to extend towards Turks-
the fon,  the fame Imperial protection which had
fo long maintained the father on his throne . The
Sultan , though Ferdinand ufed his utmoft en¬
deavours to thwart this negociation , and even
offered to accept of the Hungarian crown on
the fame ignominious condition of paying tri¬
bute to the Ottoman Porte , by which John had
held it , faw fuch profpe &s of advantage from
efpoufing the intereft of the young King , that
he inftantly promifed him his protection ; and
commanding one army to advance forthwith
towards Hungary , he himfelf followed with an¬
other . Meanwhile the Germans , hoping to ter¬
minate the war by the reduction of a city in
which the King and his mother were fhut up,
had formed the fiege of Buda . Martinuzzi,
having drawn thither the ftrength of the Hun¬
garian nobility , defended the town with fuch
courage and fkill , as allowed the Turkifh forces
time to come up to its relief. They inftantly



Book VI.
154.1.

Solyman’s
ungenerous
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attacked the Germans, weakened by fatigue , vri
difeafes, and defertion, and defeated them with to
great {laughter 8\ pi

to
SoLYMAN foon after joined his victorious d

troops, and being weary of fo many expenfive n
expeditions undertaken in defence of dominions
which were not his own , or being unable to refift
this alluring opportunity of feizing a kingdom , re
while poffeffed by an infant, under the guardian- h<
fhip of a woman and a prieft , he allowed in- tv,
terefled confiderations to triumph with too much crc
facility over the principles of honour and the fori
fentiments of humanity. What he planned un- Ott
generoufly , he executed by fraud. Having pre- tut
vailed on the Queen to fend her fon , whom he fct
pretended to be defirous of feeing , into his tt
camp , and having at the fame time invited the pi
chief of the nobility to an entertainment there, co
while they , fufpedting no treachery, gave them- cla
felves up to the mirth and jollity of the feaft , a of
feledt band of troops by the Sultan’s orders the
feized one of the gates of Buda. Being thus con
mafter of the capital, of the King’s perfon, and An
of the leading men among the nobles , he ordered his
the Queen , together with her fon, to be conducted oh1
to Tranfylvania , which province he allotted to ol
them , and , appointing a Bafha to prefide in Buda

81 Iftuanhaffii Hift. Hung. lib. xiv. p. i $q.  f.
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\vith a large body of foldiers , annexed Hungary Book  VI.
to the Ottoman Empire . The tears and com- 1541.
plaints of the unhappy Queen had no influence
to change his purpofe , nor could Martinuzzi
either refill his abfolute and uncontroulable com¬
mand , or prevail on him to recall it' 3.

Before the account of this violent ufurpation Ferdinand’s
reached Ferdinand , he was fo unlucky as
have difpatched new ambafladors to Solyman
with a frefh reprefentation of his right to the
crown of Hungary , as well as a renewal of his
former overture to hold the kingdom of the
Ottoman Porte , and to pay for it an annual tri¬
bute . This ill-timed propofal was rejected with
fcorn . The Sultan elated with fuccefs , and
thinking that he might prefcribe what terms he
pleafed to a Prince who voluntarily proffered
conditions fo unbecoming his own dignity , de¬
clared that he would not fufpend the operations
of war , unlefs Ferdinand inftantly evacuated all
the towns which he ftill held in Hungary , and
confented to the impofition of a tribute upon
Auftria , in order to reimburfe the fums which
his prefumptuous invafion of Hungary had
obliged the Ottoman Porte to expend in defence
of that kingdom *** \

*3 Iftuanhaffii, lib. xiv. p. 56. Jovii hiftor. lib. xxxix.
p, 2476, &c.

** Iftuanhaffii hift. Hung. lib. xiv. p. 153.
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Book VI . In this ftate were the affairs of Hungary.

1541 . As the unfortunate events there had either hap¬
pened before the diffolution of the diet at Ra-
tifbon , or were dreaded at that time , Charles
faw the danger of irritating and inflaming the
minds of the Germans , while a formidable
enemy was ready to break into the Empire ; and
perceived that he could not expect any vigorous
affiftance either towards the recovery of Hun¬
gary , or the defence of the Auftrian frontier , un-
lefs he courted and fatisfied the Proteftants . By
the conceffions which have been mentioned , he
gained this point , and fuch liberal fupplies both
of men and money were voted for carrying on the
war againft the Turks , as left him under little
anxiety about the fecurity of Germany during,
next campaign S!.

Emperor Immediately upon the conclufion of the diet,

vifits Italy. t }, e  Emperor fet out for Italy . As he paffed
through Lucca he had a fhort interview with
the Pope , but nothing could be concluded con¬
cerning the proper method of compofing the
religious difputeS in Germany , between two
Princes , whofe views and intereft with regard to
that matter were at this juncture fo oppofite.
The Pope ’s endeavours to remove the caufes of
difcord between Charles and Francis , and to

I! Sleid. 28}*
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extinguifh thofe mutual animofities which threat- Book  VI.
ened to break out fuddenly into open hoftility , 1541.
were not more fuccefsful.

The Emperor’s thoughts were bent fo entire- His expedi-
ly , at that time , on the great enterprize which “j1”e“ssa'ann̂
he had concerted againft Algiers , that he liften- m0uVes of
ed with little attention to the Pope ’s fchemes or lt*
overtures , and haftened to join his army and
fleet 88.

Algiers  ftill continued in that flate of de¬
pendence on the Turkilh empire to which Bar-
baroffa had fubjedted it . Ever fince he , as cap¬
tain Balha , commanded the Ottoman fleet,  Al¬
giers had been governed by Hafcen -Aga , a re-
negado eunuch , who , by palling through every
ftation in the Corfair ’s fervice , had acquired fuch
experience in war , that he was well fitted for a
ftation which required a man of tried and daring
courage . Ifafcen , in order to fhew how well he
deferved that dignity , carried on his piratical
depredations againft the Chriftian States with
amazing adtivity , and out-did , if poflible , Bar-
baroffa himfelf in boldnefs and cruehy . The
commerce of the Mediterranean was greatly in¬
terrupted by his cruifers , and fuch frequent
alarms given to the coaft of Spain , that there
was a neceffity of erecting watch -towers at pro-

•** Sandov. hiftor. tom. ii. 29S-
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Book VI. per diftances , and of keeping guards conftantly
1541. on foot , in order to defcry the approach of his

fquadrons , and to proted : the inhabitants from
their defcents “7. Of this the Emperor ’s fubjeds
had long complained , reprefenting it as an en-
terprife correfponding to his power , and becom¬
ing his humanity , to reduce Algiers , which ,
fince the conquell of Tunis , was the common
receptacle of all the free-booters ; and to exter¬
minate that lawlefs race , the implacable ene¬
mies of the Chriftian name. Moved partly by
their entreaties , and partly allured by the hope
of adding to the glory which he had acquired
by his laft expedition into Africa , Charles , be¬
fore he left Madrid , in his way to the Low Coun¬
tries , had ilfued orders both in Spain and Italy
to prepare a fleet and army for this purpofe.
No change in circumftances , fince that time,
could divert him from this refolution , or prevail
on him to turn his arms towards Hungary;
though the fuccefs of the Turks in that country
feemed more immediately to require his prefence
there ; though many of his moll faithful adhe¬
rents in Germany urged that the defence of the
Empire ought to be his firft and peculiar care;
though fuch as bore him no good -will ridiculed
his prepofterous conduct in flying from an ene¬
my almoft at hand , that he might go in quell of

• T Jovii hift. 1. xl. p. 266.
a re-
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a remote and more ignoble foe . But to attack Book VI.
the Sultan in Hungary , how fplendid foever that 1541.
meafure might appear , was an undertaking which
exceeded his power , and was notconfiftent with
his intereft . To draw troops out of Spain or
Italy , to march them into a country fo diftant
as Hungary , to provide the vafl: apparatus ne-
ceffary for tranfporting t̂hither the artillery , am¬
munition , and baggage of a regular army , and
to pufh the war in that quarter , where it could
not be brought to any iffue during feveral cam¬
paigns , were undertakings fo expenfive and un¬
wieldy as did not correfpond with the low con¬
dition of the Emperor ’s treafury . While his
principal force was thus employed , his domi¬
nions in Italy and the Low Countries mull: have
lain open to the French King , who would not
have allowed fuch a favourable opportunity of
attacking them to go unimproved . Whereas the
African expedition , the preparations for which
were already finifhed, and almoft the whole ex¬
pence of it defrayed , would depend upon a
fingle effort , and befides the fecurity and fatis-
faction which the fuccefs of it muft give his
fubjeds , would detain him during fo fhort a
fpace , that F rancis could hardly take advantage
of his abfence , to invade his dominions in Eu¬
rope.
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Book VI.

1 ^ 41.
His prefa*
rations-

On  all thefe accounts , Charles adhered to his
firlt plan , and with fuch determined obftinaey,
that he paid no regard to the Pope who advifed,
or to Andrew Doria who conjured him not to
expcfe his whole armament to almoft unavoid¬
able deftructicn , by venturing to approach the
dangerous coait ox Algiers at fuch an advanced
feafon of the year , and when the autumnal
winds were fo violent . Having embarked on
board Dovia’s gallies at Porto -Venere in the
Genoefe territories , he foon found that this ex¬
perienced failor had not judged wrong concern-
ing the element with which he was fo well ac-
cuainted •, for fuch a ftorm arofe that it was with
the utmofl difficulty and danger he reached Sar¬
dinia , the place of general rendezvous . But as
his courage was undaunted , and his temper
often indexible , neither the remonftrances of the
Pope and Doria , nor the danger to which he
had already been expofed by disregarding them,
had any other effect than to confirm him in his
fital refoiution . The force , indeed , which he
had colleded was fuch as might have infpired a
Prince lefs adventurous , and lefs confident in his
own fchernes , with the mo fir fanguine hopes of
fuccefs. It confided of twenty thoufand foot,
and two thoufand horfe , Spaniards , Italians , and
Germans , mcftly veterans , together with three
thoufand volunteers , the flower of the Spanilh
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and Italian nobility , fond of paving court to the Book VI,
Emperor by attending him in this-favourite ex- 1541.
pedition , and eager to fhare in the glory which
they believed he was going to reap ; to thefe
were added a thoufand foldiers fent from Malta
by the order of St. John , led by an hundred of
its moft gallant Knights.

The voyage , from Majorca to the African 1'311'’*in
coaft , was not lefs tedious , or full of hazard, Afllca'
than that which he had juft finifhed. When he
approached the land , the roll of the fea , and
vehemence of the winds , would not permit the
troops to difembark . But at laft , the Emperor,
feizing a favourable opportunity , landed them
without oppofition , not far from Algiers , and
immediately advanced towards the town . To
oppofe this mighty army,  Hafcen had only
eight hundred Turks , and five thoufand Moors,
partly natives of Africa , and partly refugees
from Granada . He returned , however , a fierce
and haughty anfwer when fummoned to furren-
der. But with fuch a handful of foldiers , nei¬
ther his defperate courage , nor confummate fkill
in war , could have long reufted forces fuperior to
thofe which had defeated ’ Barbaroffa at ■the
head of fixty thoufand men , and which had re¬
duced Tunis , in fpite of ^11 his endeavours to
fave it.
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Book VI. But howfoever far the Emperor might think
i <;4i . himfelf beyond the reach of any danger from the
The difat enemy, he was fuddenly expofed to a more dread-
tcfeiThis ful calamity , and one againft which human pru-
army, dence and human efforts availed nothing . On

the fecond day after his landing , and before he
had time for any thing but to difperfe fome light¬
armed Arabs who molefted his troops on their
march , the clouds began to gather , and the hea¬
vens to appear with a fierce and threatening af-
pedt. Towards evening , rain began to fall, accom¬
panied with violent wind , and the rage of the tem¬
ped increafmg, during the night , the foldiers , who
had brought nothing alhore but their arms , re¬
mained expofed to all its fury, without tents , or
fhelter , or cover of any kind . The ground was
foon fo wet that they could not lie down on it;
their camp being in a low fituation was over¬
flowed with water , and they funk at every ftep
to the ankles in mud;  while the wind blew with
fuch impetuofity , that , to prevent their falling,
they were obliged to thruft their fpears into the
ground , and to fupport themfelves by taking
hold of them . Hafcen was too vigilant an
officer to allow an enemy in fuch diftrefs to re¬
main unmolefted . About the dawn of morning,

« he fallied out with foldiers , who , having been
fcreened from the ftorm under their own roofs,
were frefh and vigorous . A body of Italians
■\yho ay ere ftationed neareft the city , difpirited
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and benumbed with cold , fled at the approach Book VI.
of the Turks . The troops at the poll behind 1541.
them , difcovered greater courage , but as the
rain had extinguilhed their matches and wet their
powder , their mufkets were ufelefs, and having
fcarcely ftrength to handle theib—other arms,
they were foon thrown into confufion . Almofl;
the whole army , with the Emperor himfelf in
perfon , was obliged to advance , before the ene¬
my could be repulfed , who , after fpreading fucli
general confternation , and killing a confiderable
number of men , retired at laft in good order.

But all feeling or remembrance of .this lofs and fleet,
and danger were quickly obliterated by a more
dreadful as well as affe&ing fpe&acle. It was
now broad day ; the hurricane had abated no¬
thing of its violence , and the fea appeared agi¬
tated with all the rage of which that deftrudtive
element is capable ; all the fln’ps, on which alone
the whole army knew that their fafety and fub-
fiftence depended , were feen driven from their an¬
chors , fome dafhing againft each other , dome
beat to pieces on the rocks , many forced alhore,
and not a few finking in the waves . In lefs than
an hour , fifteen (hips of war , and an hundred
and forty tranfports with eight thoufand men
perilhed ; and inch of the unhappy crews as
efcaped the fury of the fea, were murdered with¬
out mercv , by the Arabs , as foon as they reached

R 3
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Book VI. land . The Emperor Food in filent anguifh and
1541. aftonilhment beholding this fatal event , which

at once blafted all his hopes of fnccefs , and bu¬
ried in the depths the vail ftores which he had
provided ^ as well for annoying the enemy , as for
fubfifting his own troops . He had it not in his
power to afford them any other affiftance or re¬
lief than by fending fome troops to drive away
the Arabs , and thus delivering a few who were
fo fortunate as to get afhore from the cruel fate
which their companions had met with . At laft
the wind began to fall , and to give fome7 hopes
that as many fhips might efcape , as to fave the
army from perifhing by famine , and tranfport
them back to Europe . But thefe were only
hopes ; the approach of evening covered the fea
with darknefs , and it being impoffible for the
officers aboard the fhips which had outlived the
ftorm , to fend any intelligence to their compa¬
nions who were alhore , they remained during
the night in all the anguifh of fufpenfe and un¬
certainty . Next day , a boat difpatched by Doria
made fhift to reach land , with information , that
having weathered out the ftorm , to which , du¬
ring fifty years knowledge of the fea , he had
never feen any equal in fiercenefs and horror , he
had found it neceffary to bear away with his
fhattered fhips to Cape Metafuz . He 'advifed
the Emperor , as the face of the fky was ftill
lowering and tempeftuous , to march with all
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fpeed to that place , where the troops could re- Book VL
embark with greater eafe. 1-̂41.

Whatever comfort this intelligence afford- obliged to
ed Charles , from being affured that part 0f retre,lt-
his fleet had efcaped , was balanced by the new
cares and perplexity in which it involved him
with regard to his army. Metafuz was at lead;
three days march from his prefent camp ; all
the provifions which he had brought afhore at
his firft landing were now confumed ; his . fol-
diers , worn out with fatigue , were hardly able
for fuch a journey , even in a friendly country;
and being difpirited by a fucceffion of hardfliips,
which victory itfelf would fcarcely have rendered
tolerable , they were in no condition to undergo
new toils. But the fltuation of the army was
fuch , as allowed not one moment for delibera¬
tion , nor left it in the leaft doubtful what to
choofe . They were ordered inftantly to march,
the wounded , the fick , and the feeble being
placed in the center ; fuch as feeraed molt vi¬
gorous were ftationed in the front and rear.
Then the fad effects of what they had fuffered
began to appear more manifeftly than ever , and"
new calamities were added to all thofe which
they had already endured . Some could hardly
bear the weight of their arms ; others , fpent
with the toil of forcing their way through deep
and almoft impaflable roads , funk down and
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Book VI. died ; many perilhed by famine , as the whole
1541 . army fubfifted chiefly on roots and berries , or

the flefh of horfes , killed by the Emperor ’s or¬
der , and diftributed among the feveral batta¬
lions ; many were drowned in brooks , which
were fwoln fo much by the exceffive rains , that
in palling them they waded up to the chin ; not
a few were killed by the enemy , who , during the
greatefl; part of their retreat , alarmed , harahed,
and annoyed them night and day. At laid they
arrived at Metafuz ; and the weather being now
fo calm as to reftore their communication with
the fleet , they were fupplied with plenty of pro-
vifions , and cheered with the profpedt of fafety.

His forti- During this dreadful feries of calamities , the
of Emperor difcovered great qualities , many of

which an almoft uninterrupted flow of profperity
had hitherto afforded him no opportunity of
difplaying . He appeared confpicuous for firm-
nefs and conftancy of fpirit , for magnanimity,
fortitude , humanity , and compaffion . He en¬
dured as great hardfhips as the meaneffc foldier;
he expofed his own perfon wherever danger
threatened ; he encouraged the defponding,
vifited the flck and wounded ; and animated all
by his words and example . When the army em¬
barked , he was among the laft who left the
{bore , although a body of Arabs hovered at no
great diftance , ready to fall on the rear . By
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thefe virtues , Charles atoned , in fome degree, Book VI.
for his obPcinacy and prefumption in undertake 1541.
ing an expedition fo fatal to his fubjects.

The calamities which attended this unfor- Returns to
tunate enterprize did not end here; for no fooner Europe,
were the forces got on board, than a new ftorm
arifmg, though lefs furious than the former, fcat-
tered the fleet , and obliged them , feparately,
to make towards fuch ports in Spain or Italy as
they could fiift reach; thus fpreading the ac¬
count of their difafters, with all the circum-
ftances of aggravation and horror, which their
fear or fancy l'uggefted. The Emperor himfelf,
after efcaping great dangers, and being forced
into the port of Bugia in Africa, where he wasDecem. 2,
obliged by contrary winds to remain feveral
weeks , arrived at laft in Spain , in a condition
very different from that in which he had return¬
ed from his former expedition againfl; the In*
fidels".

’* Carol. V. Expeditio ad Argyriam per Nicolaum Villag-
notiem Equitem Rhodium ap. Scardium, v. ii. 369. Jovii
Hift. 1. xl. p. 269, &c. Vera y Zuniga vida de Carlos V.
p. 83. Sandov. Hiftor. ii. 299, &c.
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