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BOOK X

WHILE Charles laboured , with fuch Booir X,
unwearied induftry , to overcome the obfti- 1549,
nacy of the Proteftants , the effects of hisThe fope's
fteadinefs in the execution of his plan wcrc?;;:::sm
rendered lefs confiderable by his rupture with Emperor.
the Pope, which daily increaled. The firm re-
folution which the Emperor feemed to have

taken againft reftoring Placentia, together with

his repeated encroachments on the ecclefiaftical
jurifdi¢tion, not only by the regulations con-

tained in the Interim,  but' by his attempt t6
te-affemble a2 councit ‘at Trent, exafperated

Yor. 1V, B




THE REIGN OF THE

goox X. Paul to the utmoft, who, with the weaknefs

1549.

incident to old age, grew more attached to his
family , and more jealous of his authority, as he
advanced in years. Pufhed on by thefe paf-
fions , he made new efforts to draw the French
King into an alliance againft the Emperor *;
But finding that Monarch, notwithftanding his
hereditary enmity to Charles , and dread of his
urowing power , as unwilling as. formerly to
involve himfelf in immediate hoftilities, he was
obliged to contract his views, and to think of
preventing future encroachments, fince it was
not in his power to infli¢t vengeance an account
of thofe which were palt. For this purpofe,
he determined to recall his grant of Parma and
Placentia, and after declaring them to be re-
annexed to the Holy See, to indemnify his
grandfon Octavio by a new eftablithment in the
ecclefialtical ftate. By this expedient , he hoped
to gain two points of no fmall confequence.
He, firlt of all, rendered his poffeflion of Pars
ma more fecure; as the Emperor would be cau-
tious of invading the patrimony of the church,
though he might {eize without fcruple a town be-
longing to the houfe of Farnefe, In the next place,
he would acquire a better chance of recovering
Placentia , as his folicitations to that effect
might decently be urged with greater importu-
nity, and would infallibly be attended syith

1 ' : Sy o
Mem. de Ribier, il 230,




EMPEROR CHARLES V. 3

more weight, when he was confidered not Boox X,

as pleading the caufe of his own family, but
as an advocate for the intereft of the church.
But while Paul was priding himfelf in this de-
vice, as a happy refinement in policy , O&avio,
an ambitious and high-pirited young man, who
could not bear with patience to be fpoiled of
one half of his territories by the rapacioufuefs
of his father-indaw, and to be deprived of the
other by the artifices of his grandfather, took
meafures in order to prevent the execution of
a plan fatal to his interet. He fet out fecretly
from Rome, and having firft endeavoured to
furprize Parma, which attempt was fruftrated
by the fidelity of the governor to whom the
Pope had entrufted the defence of the town, he
made overtures to the Emperor, of renouncing
all connexion with the Pope, and of depending
entirely on him for his future fortune. This
unexpedted defection of one of the Pope’s own
family to an enemy whom he hated, irritated,
almoft to madnefs, a mind peevith with old
age; and there was no degree of feverity to
which Pzul might not have proceeded againft a
grandfon whom he reproached as an unnatural
apoftate. But happily for O&avio, death pre-
vented his carrying into execution the harfh
refolutions which he had taken with refped to
him, and put an end to his pontificate in the
B2
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ar of his adminifiration , and the

eighty-fecond of his age 2
? Among many infiances of the credulity or weaknefs
of hiftorians in ateributing the death of illuftrious perfon-
ages to extraordinary caufes, this is one. Almoft all the
hi the fixteenth century affirm, that the death of
Paul 111, was occalioned by the violent paffions which the
grandfon excited ; that being informed,

behaviour of his
while he was refrefhing himfelf in one of his gardens near
as well as of his

Rome, of O&avio's attempt on Parma,
negociations with the Emperor by means of Gonzaga, he
fainted away, continued fome hours in a {woon, then be-
came feverifh, and died within three days. This is the
account given of it by Thuanus, lib. vi. 21T. Adriani
iftor. de’ fuoi tempi, lib. vii. 480. and by Father Paul, 280.
Even cardinal Pallavicini, better informed than any writer
with regard to the events which happened in the papal
court, and when not warped by prejudice or fyftem, more
accurate in relating them, agrees with their narrative in its
chief circumftances. Pallav. b. ii. 74. Paruta, who wrote his
hiftory by command of the fenate of Venice, relates it in
the fame manner. Hiftorici Venez. vol. iv. 2r12. But
there was no occafion to {earch for any extraordinary caufe
¢o account for the death of an old man of eighty - two.
There remains an authentick account of this event, in
which we find none of thofe marvellous circumitances of
which the hiftorians are fo fond. The cardinal of Feirara,
who was entrufted with the affairs of France at the court
of Rome, and M. D’Urfé, Henry's ambaflador in ordinary
there, wrotc an account to that Monarch of the affair of
Parma, and of the Pope’s death. By thefle it appears, that
Octavio’s attempt to furprize , Parma, was made on the
rwentieth of October; that next day in the evening, and not
while he was airing him(elf in the gardens of Monte - Ca-
vallo, the Pope received intelligence of what he had done;

ftorians of




E MPEROR CHARLES V. g

As this event had been long expected, there Boox X
was an extraordinary concourfe of Cardinals at 145c.
Rome; and the various competitors having
had time to form their parties, and to concert
their meafures, their ambition and intrigues pro-
2 tracted the conclave to a great length. The
Imperial and French factions firove, with emu-

that he was feized with fuch a tranfport of paflion, and
cried fo bitterly, that his voice was heard in feveral apart-
ments of the palace; that next day, however, he was {o well
as to give an audience to the cardinal of Ferrara, and to go
through bufinels of different kinds ; that O&avio wrote a
letter to the Pope, not to cardinal Farnefe his brother, in-
timating his refolution of throwing himfelf into the arms
of the Emperor; that the Pope received this on the twenty-
1 firft without any new {ymptoms of emotion, and returned
an anfwer to it; that on the twenty-fecond of October the
day on which the cardinal of Ferrara’s letter is dated, the
Pope was in his ufual ftate of health. DMem. de Ribier, ii.
244. By a letter of M. D'Urfe, Nov. s.it appears that
the Pope was in fuch good health, that on the third of that
month he had celebrated the anniverfary of his coronation
with the ufual folemnities. Ibidem, 251. By another let-
ter from the fame perfon, we learn, that on the lixth of
November a catarrh or defluxion fell down on the Pope's
lungs, with fuch dangerous fymptoms, that his life was im-
mediately defpaired of, Ibid. 252. And by a third letter,
we are informed, that he died November the tenth. In
none of thefe letters is his death imputed to any extraor,
dinary’ caufe. It appears, that more than twenty days
elapfed between Octavio’s attempt on Parma, and the death
of his grandfather, and that the difeafe was the natural
effedt of old age, not one of thofe occalioned: by violence
: of pallion,

j B 3
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Feb. 7th.
‘The elec-
tion of

Julius IIL.

His charac-
ter and con-
dult.

6 THE REIGN OF THE

lation, to promote one of their own number,
and had, by turns, the profpect of fuccefs. But
as Paul during a long Pontificate had raifed
many to the purple, and thofe chiefly perfons
of eminent abilities, as well as zealoufly devoted
to his family, Cardinal Farnefe had the com-
mand of a powerful and united fquadron, by
whofe addrefs and firmnefs he cxalted to the
papal throne the Cardinal di Monte, whom
Paul had employed as his principal legate in
the council of Trent, and trufted with his moft
fecret intentions. He affumed the name of
Julius II). and, in order to exprels his gratitude
towards his benefactor, the firt a& of his ad-
miniftration was to put O&avio Farnefe in pof-
feffion of Parma. When he was told of the
injury which he did to the Holy See by alienat-
ing a territory of fuch value, he brifkly replied,
?That he would rather be a poor Pope, with
the reputation of a gentleman, than a rich one,
with the infamy of having forgotten the obli-
gations conferred upon him, and the promifes
which he had made *.” But all the luftre of this
candour or generofity he quickly effaced by an
action moft fhockingly indecent. According
to an ancient and eftablifhed practice, every
Pope upon his ele@ion claims the privilege of
beftowing, on whom he pleafes, the Cardinal’s

3 - TR
Mém, de Ribier,




EMPEROR CHARLES V. 2

hat, which falls to be difpofed of by his being
invelted with the triple crown. Julius, to the
aftonihment of the facred college, conferred
this mark of diftinction, together with ample
ecclefiaftical revenues , and the right of bear-
ing his name and arms, upon one Innocent, a
youth of fixteen, born of obfcure parents, and
known by the name of the Ape, from his having
been trufted with the care of an animal of that
fpecies, in the Cardinal di Monte’s family.
Such a proftitution of the higheflt dignity in the
church would have given offence, even in thofe
dark periods, when the credulous fuperfiition
of the people emboldened ecclefiafticks to ven-
ture on the molt flagrant violations of decorum.
But in an enlightened ;age, when, by the pro-
erefls of knowledge and philofophy, the obli-
gations of duty and decency were better under-
{tood, when a blind veneration for the Pontifical
character was every-where abated , and one half
of Chriftendom in open rebellion againft the
Papal See, this action was viewed with horror.
Rome was immediately filled with libels and
pafquinades, which imputed the Pope’s extra-
vagant regard for fuch an unworthy object to
the moft criminal paffions. The Proteltants
exclaimed againft the abfurdity of fuppofing
that the infailible {pirit of divine truth could
dwell in a breaft fo mmpure, and called move
B 4
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Boox X. loudly than ever, and with greater appearance

550,

His views

of juftice, for the immediate and thorough re-
formation of a church, the Head of which was
a difgrace to the Chriftian name . The reft
of thc Pope’s condué was of a plecc with this
firRk fpecimen of his difpofitions. Having now
reached the fummit of ecclefiaftical ambition,
he feemed eager to indemnify himfelf, by an
unrefirained indulgence of his defires, for the
felf.denial or diffimulation which he had thought
it prudent to pradife while in a fubordinate
flation. He became carelefs, to fo great a de- -
gree, of all ferious bufinefs, that he could feldom
be brought to attend to it, but in cafes of
extreme neceflity ;5 and giving up himfelf to
amufements and diffipation of every kind, he
imitated the luxurious elegance of Leo, rather
than the fevere virtue of Adrian, the latter of
which it was neceffary to difplay, in contending
with a fect which derived great credit from the
vigid and auftere manners of its teachers ’

THE Pope, how ready foever to fulfil his en-

ardproceel- onoements to the family of Farnele, difcovered

ings with
refpelt to

no inclination to obferve the oath, which each

the g?nm'mrdml had taken when he entered the con-
gouncil

clave, that if the choice fhould fall on him, he

Sleid. 492, F. Paul, 28r1. Pallav. ii. 96. Thuan.
lib. vi. 2135, * B. Paul, ibid.




EMPEROR CHARLES V. 9

would immediately call the council to re-affume
its deliberations. Julius knew, by experience,
how difficult it was to confine fuch a body of
men within the narrow limits which it was the
intereft of the church of Rome to prelcribe ;
and how eafily the zeal of fome members, the
rafhnefs of others , or the fuggeltions of the
Princes on whom they depended, might preci-
pitate a popular and ungovernable aflembly into
forbidden inquirigs, as well as dangerous deci-
fions. He wifhed, for thefe reafons, to have
cluded the obligation of his oath, and gave an
ambiguous anfwer to the firlt propofals which
were made to him by the Emperor, with regard
to that matter. But Charles, either from his
natural obftinacy in adhering to the meafures
which he had once adopted, or from the mere
pride of accomplifhing what was held to be al-
moft impoflible, perfifted obftinately in his refo-
lution of forcing the Proteftants to return into
the bofom of the church. Having perfuaded
himfelf, that the authoritative decifions of the
council might be employed with efficacy in com-
bating their prejudices, he, in confequence of
that perfuafion., continued to folicit earneftly
that a new bull of convocation might be iffued;
and the Pope could not, with decency, reject
that requeft. When Julius found that he could
not prevent the calling of a council, he endea-

Boox X.
T1§50.
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A diet ot
Augshurgh to
enforce the
Interim.

June 25.
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voured to take all the merit of having procured
the meeting of an affembly, which was the object
of fuch general defire and expecation. A con-
gregation of Cardinals, to whom he referred the
conﬁderatton of what was neceffary for reftoring
peace to the church, recommended, by his dl-
rection, the fpeedy convocation of a council, as
the moft effetual expedient for that purpofe;
and as the new herefies raged with the greateflt
violence in Germany, they propofed T]ent as
the place of its meeting, that, by a near infpection
of the evil, the rc:mcdy might be applied with
greater difcen ment and certainty of fuccefs.
‘The Pope warmly approved of this advice, which
he himfelf bad dictated, and fent nuncios to the
Imperial and French courts, in order to make
known his intentions °

ApovuTt this time, the Emperor had fummoned
a new diet to mect at Auglburgh, in order to en-
force the obfervation of the Interim, and to pro-
cure a more authentick a& of the Empire, ac-
knowledging the jurifdiGion of the council, as
well as an explicit promife of conforming to its
decrees. He appeared there in perfon, together
with his fon the Prince of Spain. Few of the
Ele&ors were prefent, but all fent deputies in
their name. Charles, notwithftanding the del-

& T .
F. Paul, 281. Pallav. ii. 77
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potick authority with which he had given law
i the Empire during two years, knew that the
fpiric of independence among the Germans was
not entirely fubdued, and for that reafon took
care to over-awe the diet by a confiderable body
of Spanifh troops which efcorted him thither.
The firk point, fubmitted to the confideration
of the diet, was the neceflity of holding a coun-
cil. All the Popilh members agreed, without
difficuley, that the meeting of that aflembly
thould be renewed at Trent, and promifed an
implicit acquiefcence in its decrees. The Pro-
teftants, intimidated and difupited, muft have
followed their example, and the refolution of
the diet would have proved unanimous, if Mau-
rice of Saxony had not begun at this time to dif-
clofe new intentions, and to act a part very diffe-
rent from that which he had fo long affumed.

BY an artful diffimulation of his own fenti-
ments; by addrefs in paying court to the Em-
peror; and by the feeming zeal with which he
forwarded all his ambitious fchemes, Maurice
had raifed himfelf to the clectoral dignity ; and
having added the dominions of the elder branch
of the Saxon family to his own, he was become
the moft powerful Prince in Germany. But
his long aod intimate union with the Emperor,
had afforded him many Opportunitics of obferv-
ing narrowly the dangerous tendency of his

Boox X.
1540,

Maurice bee
ains to form
defigns
againlt the
Emperor.
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fchemes. He faw the yoke that was preparing’
for his country; and from the rapid as well :
formidable progrefs of the Imperial power, was
convinced tlwt but a few fteps more remained
to be taken, in order to render Charles as abio-
lute a IMonarch in Germany as he had become
in Spain.. The more eminent the condition was
to which he himfelf had been exalted, the more
folicitous  did he naturally become to maintain
all its rights and privileges, and the more did
he dread the thoughts of defcending from the
rank of a Prince almoft independent, to that of
a vaflal fubje& to the will of a malfter. At the
fame time, he perceived that Charles was bent
on exacting a rigid conformity to the dodtrines
and rites of the Romifh church, inftead of allow-
ing liberty of confcience, the promife of which
lmd allured feveral Proteftant Princes to aflift
him in the war againft-the confederates of Smal-
kalde. As he himfelf, notwithftanding all the
compliances which he had made from motives
of imntereft, or an excels of confidence in the
Emperor, was fincerely attached to the Lutheran
tenets, he determined not to be a tame {peator
of the overthrow of a fyftem which' he believed
to be founded in truth.

THis refolution, flowing from the love of
:DC!ty or zeal for rehomn was ftrengthened
by political and interefled romld\.htmnm In
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that elevated ftation , in which IVaurice was now

placed, new and more extenfive proipects opened
to his view. His rank and power entitled him
to be the head of the Proteftants in the Empire.
His predeceflor, the degraded Ele&or, with in.
ferior abilities, and territories lefs confiderable,
had acquired fuch an alcendant over the coun-
cils of the party; and Maurice neither wanted
difcernment to {fee the advantage of this pre-
eminence, nor ambition to alm at attaining 1t.
But he found himfelf in a fituation which ren-
dered the attempt no lels difficult, than the ob-
ject of it was important. On the one hand, the
connexion which he had formed with the Em-
peror was fo intimate, that he could fcarcely
hope to take any ftep which tended to diffolve
it , without alarming his jealoufy, and drawing
on himfelf the whole weight of that power, which
had crufhed the greateft confederacy ever formed
in Germany. On the other hand, the calami-
ties which he had brought on the Proteftant
party were fo recent, as well as great, that it
feemed almoft impoflible to regain their confi-
dence, or to rally and re-animate a body of men,
after himfelf had been the chief inftrument in
breaking their union and vigour. Thefe con-
fiderations were fufficient to have difcouraged
any perfon of a fpirit lefs adventurous than
Maurice’s. But to him the grandeur and vaftnels
of the enterprize were ajlurements; and he boldly

Book X,

1550,
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Boor X. refolved on meafures, the idea of which a genius
1550, of an inferior order could not have conceived,
or would have trembled at the thoughts of the

danger that attended the execution of them.

Thepamions  HIs paffions concurred with his interelt in

which co- confirming this refolution; and the refentment
operated
with thefe.

excited by an injury, which he fenfibly felt,
added new force to the motives for oppofing the
Emperor, which found policy fuggefted. Mau-
tice, by his authority, had prevailed on the Land-
grave of Hefle to put his perfon in the Empe-
ror’s power, and had obtained a promife from
the Imperial minifters that ‘he (hould not be
detained a prifoner. This had been violated In
the manner already related. The unhappy Land-
grave exclaimed as loudly againft his fon-in-law
as againft Charles. The Princes of Hefle re.
quired Maurice inceffantly to fulfil his engage-
ments to their father, who had loft his liberty
by trufting to him; and all Germany fulpected
him of having betrayed, to an implacable enemy,
the friend whom he was moft bound to protect.
Roufed by thefe folicitations or reproaches, as
well as prompted by duty and affection to his
father-in-law, IMaurice had employed not only
entreaties but remonftrances in order to procure
his releafe. All thefe Charles had difregarded;
and the fhame of having been firlt deccived,
and then flighted, by a Prince whom he had
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ferved with zeal as well as fuccefs, whichmerited Boox X,
a very different return, made fuch a deep impref- 1550,
fion on Maurice, that he waited with impatience

for an opportunity of being revenged.

THE utmoft caution as well as delicacy were The caution
requifite in taking every ftep towards this end; 27 *00teE
as he had to guard, on the.one hand, againfthe carries

iving a premature alarm to the Emperor;°n his
%vhileg, on tI;xe other, fomething conﬁderab}lje anc,i e
explicit was neceflary to be done, in order to
regain the confidence of the Proteftant party.
Maurice had accordingly applied all his powers
of addrels and diffimulation to attain both thefe
points. As he knew Charles to be inflexible
with regard to the fubmiffion which he required
to the Interim, he did not hefitate one moment
whether he fhould eftablith that form of doc-
trine and worfhip in his dominions: But being
{enfible how odious it was to his fubjedts, inltead
of violently impofing it on them by the mere
terro¥ of authority, as had been done in other
parts of Germany, he endeayoured to render
their obedience a voluntary deed of their own.

For this purpofe, he had affembled the clergy He enforces

of his country at Leipfick, and had laid the the Interim
x ; : in Saxony.

Tnterim before them, together with the reafons

which made it neceffary to conform to it. He
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1550,
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bad gained fome of them by promifes, others
he had wrought upon by threats, and all were
intimidated by the rigour with which obedience
to the Interim was extorted in the neighbouring
provinces. Even Melan¢thon, whofe merit of
every kind entitled him to the firft place among
the Proteftant divines, being now deprived of
the manly counfels of Luther, which were wont
to infpire him with fortitude, and to preferve
him fteady amidft the ftorms and dangers that
threatened the church, was feduced into unwar-
rantable conceffions, by the timidity of his tem-
per, his fond defire of peace, and his exceffive
complaifance towards perfons of high rank. By
his arguments and authority, no lefs than by
Maurice’s arts , the affembly was prevailed on to
declare, that, in points which were purely indif
ferent, obedience was due to the commands of
a lawful fuperior.. Founding upon this maxim,
no lefs uncontrovertible in theory, than danger-
ous. when carried into practice, efpecially in reli-
glous matters, the roceeded to clafs, zgong
the number of th);ngs indifferent, fevei':l&do(:
trines, which Luther had pointed out as grofs
and pernicious errors in the Romifh creed; and
placing in the fame rank many -of thofe rites
which diftinguifhed the Reformed from the
Popifh worfhip, they exhorted their people to
comply
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comply with the Emperor’s injun&ions con- Boox X,
cerning thele particulars’. 1550,

By this dexterous condud, the introduction Mates pros
of the Interim excited none of thofe \riole1lt:‘f‘";:r(:;e
convulfions in Saxony, which it occafioned in roteftan
other provinces. But though the Saxons fub-rision
mitted , the more zealous Lutherans exclaimed
againft Melancthon and his affociates, as falfe
brethren, who were either fo wicked as to apof+
tatize from the truth altogether; or fo artful
as to betray it by fubtle diftin&ions ; or fo
feeble-fpirited as to give it up from pufillanimity
and criminal complaifance to a Prince, capable
of facrificing to his political intereft that which
he himfelf regarded as moft facred. Maurice,
being confcious what a colour of probability
his paft conduc gave to thofe accufations, as
well as afraid of lofing entirely the confidence
of the Proteftants, iflued a declaration contain-
ing profellions of his zealous attachment to the
Reformed religion, and to his refolution to guard
againft all the errors or encroachments of the
papal fee”.

HAVING gone fo far in order to remove the At the fame

fears and jealoufies of the Proteftants, he found:;:‘:“E'fl‘;l‘:;_“

10r.
7 Sleid. 481. 485. Jo. Laur. Mofhemii Inftitutionum
Hift. Ecclefiaflicee, lib. iv. Helmft. 1755, ato. p. 748. Jo.
And. Schmidii Hiftoria Interimiftica, p. %o, &c. Helmft
1730, * Sleid, 4854
VoL. 1V. C
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Boox X. it necelfary to efface the impreflion which {uch

1550, a declaration might make on the FEmperor.
For that purpofe, he not only renewed his pro-
feflion of an inviolable *adherence to his al-
liance with him, but as the city. of Magde:
burgh {ull perfifted in rejecting the Interim, he
undertook to reduce it to obedience., and in-
ftantly fet about levying troops to be employed
in that fervice. This damped all the hopes which
the Proteftants began to conceive of Maurice,
in confequence of his declaration , and left them
more than ever at a lofs to guefs at his real in-
tentions. Their former fufpicions and diftrult ‘
of him revived, and the divines of Magdeburgh
filled Germany with writings in which they
reprefented him as the moft formidable enemy
of the Proteftant religion,, who treacheroufly
affumed an appearance of zeal for its interelt,
that he might more effetually execute his
fchemes for its deftruction.

::;I:;';Sthe THis charge, fupported by the evidence of
mode ofpro. Tecent facts , as well as by his prefent dubious
ceedingin  conduct,, gained fuch univerfal credit, that
the conneil. . s y ]
Maurice was obliged to take a vigorous ftep in
his own vindication. As foon as the re-affem-
bling of the council at Trent was propofed in
the diet, his ambaffadors protefted that their
malter would not acknowledge its authority,
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unlefs - all ithe points which had been already
decided there were reviewed , and confidered as
entire; unlefs the Proteftant divines had a full
hearing granted them, and were allowed a de-
cifive voice in the council; and unlefs the Pope
renounced his pretenflions to prefide in the
council , engaged to fubmit to its decrees, and
ablolved the bifhops from their oath of obe-
dience, that they might deliver their fentiments
with greater freedom. Thefe demands, which
were higher than any that the Reformers had
ventured to make, even when the zeal of their
party was warmeft, or their affairs molt pro-
fperous, counterbalanced, in fome degree, the
impreffion which Maurice’s preparations againft
Magdeburgh had made upon the minds of the
Proteftants, and kept them in {fu'pence with
regard to his defigns. At the fime time, he
had addrefs enough to reprefent this part of his
condu@ in {fuch a light to the Emperor, that
it gave him no offence , and occafioned no inter-
ruption of the firi confidence which fubfifted
between them. What the pretexts were which
he employed in order to give fuch a bold de-
claration an inpocent appearance, the contems-
porary hiftorians have not explained ; that they
impofed upon Charles is certain, for he fiill
continued not only to profecute his plan as well
concerning the Interim as the council, with the

C 2 3

Boox X,
1§60.
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fame ardour, but to place the fame confidence in
Maurice, with regard to the execution of both.

Tue Pope’s refolution concerning the council
not being yet known at Augfburgh , the chief
bufinefs of the diet was to enforce the obfer-
vation of the Interim. -As the fenate of IVlag-
deburgh, notwithftanding wvarious endeavours
to frighten or to footh rthem into compliance,
not only perfevered obftinately in their oppo-
fition to the Interim, but began to ftrengthen
the fortifications of their city, and to levy
troops in their own defence, Charles required
the diet to affift him in quelling this audacious
rebellion againft a decree of the Empire. Had
the members of the diet been left to aét agree-
ably to their own inclination, this demand
would have been rejected without hefitation.
All the Germans who favoured, in any degree,
the new opinions in religion, and many who
were influenced by no other confideration than
jealouly of the Emperor’s growing power, re-
garded this effort of the citizens of Viagdeburgh,
as a noble ftand for the liberties of their country.
Even fuch as had not refolution to exert the
fame fpirit, admired the gallantry of their enter-
prize, and wifhed it fuccefs. But the prefence
of the Spanifh troops, together with the dread
of the Emperors difpleafure , over-awed the
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members of the diet to fuch a degree, that Boox X,
without venturing to utter their own fenti- xg50.
ments , they tamely ratified, by their votes,
whatever the Emperor was pleafed to prefcribe.

The rigorous decrees, which Charles had iffued

by his own authority againft the Magdeburghers,

were confirmed ; a refolution was taken to raife
troops in order to befiege the city in form;

and perfons were named to fix the contingent in

men or money to be furnithed by each ftate.

At the fame time , the diet petitioned that Appoint
Maurice might be entrufted with the command ;:‘:1:;;?‘
of that army, to which Charles gave his con-

fent with great alacrity, and with high enco-
miums upon the wifdom of the choice which
they had made °. As Maurice conducted all

his {chemes .with profound and impenetrable
fecrecy . it is probable that he took no ftep
avowedly in order to obtain this charge. The
recommendation of his countrymen was either
purely accidental , or flowed from the opinion
generally entertained of his great abilities; and
neither the diet had any forefight, nor the Fm-
peror any dread of the confequences which fol-
lowed upon this nomination. [Vavrice accepted
swithout hefitation the truft committed to him,
inftantly difcerning the important advantages
which he might derive from it.

* Sleid. 503. §712.
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Boox X.  MeaNwHiLe, Julius, in preparing the bull

1550. for the convocation of the council, obferved

The coun-  a]] thofe tedious forms which the court of Rome
cil Tum- .

moned ro €20 employ, with wonderful dexterity, to retard

re afembleany difagreeable meafure. At laft it was pub-

Decenter lifhed, and the council fummoned to meet at

Trent on the firlt day of the enfuing month of

May. As he knew that many of the Germans

rejected or difputed the authority and jurifdiction

which the papal fee claims with refpect to

general councils, he took care, in the preamble

of the bull, to aflert, in the ftrongelt terms, his

own right, not only to call and prefide in that

affembly, but to direct its proceedings; nor

would he foften thefe expreflions, in any de-

gree, in compliance with the repeated folicita-

tions of the Emperor, who forefaw what offence

they would give, and what confiruction might

be put on them. They were cenfured, accord-

ingly with great feverity, by feveral members

of the diet; but whatever difguft or fufpicion

they excited, fuch ablolute direction of all their

deliberations had the Emperor acquired; that

1551, he procured a recefs in which the authority of

Feb- 13- the council was recognifed, and declared to be

the proper remedy for the evils which at that

time affliGted the church; all the Princes and

ftates of the Empire, fuch as had made inno-

vations in religion, as well as thofe who adhered
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to the fyftem of their forefathers, were required Boox X.
to fend their 1'Ep1‘e[éntati\'cs to the council; the yss1.
Emperor engnged to grant a fafe- condué& to

fuch as demanded it. and to fecure them an
impartial hearing in the council; he promifed

to fix his refidence in fome city of the Empire,

in the neig‘nbourhnod of Trent, that he might
protect the members of the council by his pre-

fence, and take care that, by conducting their
deliberations agreeably to fcripture and  the
dodrine of the fathersy they might bring them

to a defirable iffue. In this recefs  the obfer-
vation of the Interim was more firictly enjoined

than ever; and the Emperor threatened all who

had hither o negle@ted or refufed to conform to

it, with the fevereft effedts of his vengeance, if

they perfifted 1n their difobedience ™.

DuriNGg the meeting of this diet, a new A e
tempt was made in order to procure liberty to rempt to
the Landgrave. That Prince , no-wife recon- ;’a‘:ﬁ;::'a:f
ciled by time to his fituation, grew every day!ihm}.
more impatient of reftraint. Having often ap-
plied to Maurice and the Elecor of Branden-
buregh, who took every occafion of foliciting the
Emperor in his behalf , though without any
effect, he now commanded his fons to fummon
them, with legal formality, to perform what

Iec - . - . - ~“ -
Sleid. s12. Thuan, lib. vi. 233. Goldafii Confiit. Tm-  *
periales , vol. i, 340.
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was contained in the bond which they had
granted him by furrendering themfelves to be
treated with the fame rigour as the Emperor
had ufed him. This furnithed them with a
frefh pretext for renewing their application to
the Emperor,. together with an additional argu-
ment to enforce it. Charles firmly refolved not
to grant their requeft; though at the fame time
being extremely defirous to get 1id of their
inceflant importunity, he endeavoured to pre-
vail on the Landgrave to give up the obligation
which he h:d received from the two Ele@ors.
But that Prince refufing to part with a fecurity
which he deemed effeniial to his fafety , the
Fmperor boldly cut the knot which he could
not untie : and by a publick deed annulled the
bond which Maurice and the Fledlor of Bran-
denburgh had granted, abolving them from all
their engagements to the Landgrave. No pre-
tenfions to a power fo pernicious to fociety as
that of abrogating at pleafure the moft facred
laws of honour, and moft formal obligations
of publick faith, had hitherto been formed by
any but the Roman Pontiffs, who, in confe-
quence of their chim of infallibility , arrogate
the right of dij"penﬁng with precepts and duties
of every kind. All Germany was filled with
aftonifhment , when Charles affumed the fame
prerogative. The ftate of fubjection, to which
the Empire was reduced, appeared to be more
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rigorous as well as intolerable than that of the Boox X,
moft wretched and enflaved nations, if the Fm- 1g51.
peror by an arbitrary decree might cancel thofe

{folemn contra&s, which are the foundation of

that mutual confidence whereby men are held
together in focial union. The Landgrave him-

felf now gave up all hopes of recovering his
liberty by the Emperor's confent, and endea-
voured to procure it by his own addrefs.. But
the plan which he had formed to deceive his

nards being difcovered, fuch of his attendants

as he had gained to favour his efcape were put

to death, and he was confined in the citadel of
Mechlin more clofely than ever ™.

AxoTHER tranfadtion was carried on during grariess
this diet, with refpect to an affair more nearly plan of pro-
interefting to the Emperor, and which occa-;z::,';fi:;‘e
fioned likewife a general alarm among the crown for
Princes of the Empire. Charles, though formed §* o
with talents which fitted him for conceiving and
conduéting great defigns, was not capable, as
has been often obferved , of bearing extraor-
dinary fuccefs. Its operation on his mind was
{o violent and intoxicating , that it elevated him
beyond what was moderate or attainable, and
turned his whole attention to the purfuit of vaft
but chimerical objeéts. Such had been the
effe® of his victory over the confederates of

¥ Sleid. 504. Thuan, L vi. 234, 235.
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Smalkalde. He did not long relt fatisfied with
the fubftantial and certain advantages which
were the refult of that event, but defpifing thefe,
as poor or inconfiderable fruits of fuch great
fuccefs , he had aimed at bringing all Germany
to an uniformity in religion, and at rendering
the Imperial power defpotick. Thefe were ob-
jecs extremely fplendid, indeed, and alluring
to an ambitious mind ; the purfuit in them>
however, was attended with manifeft danger,
and  the attainment of them very precarious,
But the fteps which he had already taken to-
wards them, having been accompanied with fuch
fuccefs , his imagination, warmed with contem-
plating this vaft defign, overlooked or defpifed
all remaining difficulties. As he conceived the
execution of his plan to be certain, he began to
be folicitous how he might render the poffeffion
of fuch an important acquifition perpetual in
his family, by tranfmitting the German Empire,
as well as the kingdoms of Spain, and his do-
minions in Italy and the Low Countries, to
his fon. Having long revolved this flattering
idea in his mind, without communicating it,
even to thofe minifters whom he moft trufted,
he had called Philip out of Spain, in hopes that
his prefence would facilitate the carrying for-
ward the fcheme.
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vrgaT obftacles , however, and fuch as Boox X.
would have deterred any ambition lefs accul- 1551,
tomed to overcome difficulties , were to be {fur- The obfta-
mounted. He had in the year one t11011fun(1:_::3ﬂ2tits
five hundred and thirty imprudently aflifted in way.
procuriug his brother Ferdinand the dignity of
King of the Romans, and there was no proba-
bility that this Prince , who was ftill in the
prime of life, and had a fon grown up to the
years of manhood, would relinquifh , in favour
of his nephew , the near profpect of the Im-
perial throne, which Charles’s infirmities and
declining ftate of health opened to him[elf.

This did not deter the Emperor from venturing
to make the propofition; and when Ferdinand,
notwithftanding his profound reverence for his
brother, and obfequious fubmiffion to his will
in other inftances, reje@ed it in a peremptory
tone, he was not difcouraged by one repulfe.
He renewed his applications to him by his
fifter, Mary Queen of Hungary, to whom Fer-
dinand ftood indebted for the crowns both of,
Hungaria and Bohemia, and who, by her great
abilities, tempered with extreme gentlenefs of
difpofition, had acquired an extraordinary 1in-
fluence over both the brothers. She entered
warmly into a meafure, which tended fo mani-
feltly to aggrandize the houfe of Auftria; and
flattering herfelf that fhe could tempt Ferdinand
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Boox X. to renounce the reverfionary pofleffion of the
1551.  Imperial dignity for an immediate eltablifh-
ment, fhe afflured bim that the Emperor, by

way of compenfation for his giving up his

chance of fucceffion, would inftantdy beftow
upon him territories of very confiderable value,
and pointed out in particular thofe of the
Duke of Wurtemberg, which might be con-
fifcated upon different pretexts. But neither
by her addrefs nor intreaties could fhe induce
Ferdinand to approve of a plan, which would
have degraded him from the higheft rank
among the Monarchs of Europe to that of a
fubordinate and dependent Prince. He was, at
the fame time, more attached to his children ,
than by a rafh conceffion to fruftrate all the
high hopes in profpec of which they had been
educated.

i{;i:nﬂe;- NoTwiTHSTANDING the immovable firmnefls
mount . “which Ferdinand difcovered , the Emperor did
thefe. not abandon his {cheme. He flattered himfelf
that he might attain the obje in view by ano-
ther channel, and that it was not impoflible to
prevail on the EleGors to cancel their former
choice of Ferdinand, or at leaft to cle@ Philip
a fecond King of the Romans, fubflituting him
as next in fucceflion to his uncle. With this

view he took Philip along with him to the diet,
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that the Germans might have an opportunity
to obferve and become acquainted with the
Prince, in behalf of whom he courted their in-
tereft; and he himfelf employed all the arts of
addrefs or infinuation to gain the Electors, and
to prepare them for lending a favourable ear
to the propofal. But no fooner did he venture
upon mentioning it to them, than they, at
once, faw and trembled at the confequences with
which it would be attended. They had long
felt all the inconveniences of having placed at
the head of the Empire a Prince whofe power
and dominions were fo extenfive; if they fhould
now repeat the folly and continue the Imperial
crown, like an hereditary dignity, in the fame
family , they forefaw that they would give the
{on an opportunity of carrying on that fyftem
of oppreflion, which the father had begun; and
would put it in his power to overturn whatever
was yet left entire in the ancient and venerable
fabrick of the German conftitution.

Booxr X,
1§51,

THE chara&er of the Prince, in whofe favour phitips
this extraordinary propofition was made , ren- charaser

dered it ftill lefs agreeable. Philip, though pol-

difapreeahle
to the Ger-

{effed with an infatiable defire of power, was amans.

ftranger to all the arts of conciliating good -will.
Haughty, relerved, and fevere, he, inftead of
gaining new friends, difgufled the ancient and
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moft devoted partizans of the Aufltrian interelt.
He fcorned to take the trouble of acquiring the
language of the country to the government of
which he afpired; nor would he condefcend to
pay the Germans the compliment of accom-
modating himfelf , during his refidence among
them, to their manners and culloms. He al-
lowed the Ele@ors and molft illuftrious Princes
in Germany, to remainin his prefence uncovered,
affecting a Rately and diftant demeanour, which
the greateft of the German Emperors, and even
Charles himfelf, amid(t the pride of power and
victory , had never alfumed ™. On the other hand,
Ferdinand, from the time of his arrival in Ger-
many , had ftudied to render himfelf acceptable
to the people, by a conformity to their manners,
which [eemed to flow from choice; and his fon
Maximilian, who was born in Germany, poffeffed,
in an eminent degree, fuch amiable qudlities as
rendered him the darling of his countrymen,
and induced them to look forward to his elec-
tion as a molt defirable event. Their eftcem and
affection for him, fortified the refolution which
found policy had fuggelted ; and determined
the Germans to prefer the popular virtues of
Ferdinand and his fon, to the ftubborn aufterity
of Philip, which interelt could not foften, nor

I2 - . . . e .
Frediman Andre Zulich Differtatio politico-hifto-
rica de Neevis politicis Caroli V. Lipl. 1706. 4to. p. 21.
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ambition teach him to difguife. All the Elec- Boox X,
tors , the ecclefialtical as well as fecular, con- 1s51.
curred in exprelling fuch ftrong difapprobation Chatles

of the meafure, that Charles, notwith&anding:;f;.?::i;;
the reluétance with which he gave up any point, this {cheme.
was obliged to drop the {cheme as impracticable.

By his unfeafonable perfeverance:in pufhing 1t,

he not only filled the Germans with new jealoufy

of his ambitious defigns, but laid the founda-

tion of rivalfhip and difcord in the Auftrian
family, and forced his brother Ferdinand, 1n felf-
defence, to court the Electors, particularly Mau-

rice of Saxouny , and to form fuch connexions

with them, as cut off all profpet of renewing

the propofal with fuccels. Philip, foured by

his difappointment. was fent back to Spam, to

be called thence when any new fcheme of am-

bition fhould render his prefence neceffary *.

HaviNG relinquifhed this plan of domeftick The pPope
ambition which had long occupied and engrofled :;‘;'ffr’fl"’i'
him, Charles imagined that he would pow have defien co re.
leifure to turn all his attention towards hisSover Parma
grand {cheme of eftablithing uniformity of reli-a[?:[hcen-
gion in the Empire, by forcing all the contend-
ing parties to acquiefce in the decifions of -the

council of Trent. But fuch was the extent of

** Sleid. sog. Thuan. 18o. 238. Mem. de Ribier, ii
219. 281. 314. Adriani Iftor. lib. viii. §507. §20.




Boox X,
1453,

32 THE REIGN OF THE

his dominions, the wvariety of connexions in
which this entangled him, and the multiplicity
of events to which thefe gave rife, as feldom
allowed him to apply his whole force to any
one object. The machine which he had to con-
duct was fo great and complicated , that an un-
forefeen irregularity or obftrution in one of the
inferior wheels, often difconcerted the motion
of the whole, and difappointed him of the molt
confiderable effects which he expeéted. Such
an unlooked-for occurrence happened at this
juncture, and created new obftacles to the exe-
cution of his fchemes with regard to religion.
Julius III. though he had confirmed Ocavio
Farnefe in the poffeflion of the dutchy of Parma,
during the firlt effufions of his joy and gratitude
on his promotion to the papal throne, foon be-
gan to repent of his own generofity , and to be
apprehenfive of ‘confequences which either he
did not forefee, or had difregarded , while the
{enfe of his obligations to the family of Farnefe
was recent. The Emperor ftill retained Pla-
centia in his hands, and had not relinquifhed
his pretenfions to Parma as a fief of the Empire.
Gonzaga, the governor of Milan, having , by
the part which he took in the murder of the
late Duke Peter Ludovico, offered an infult to
the family of Farnefe, which he kuew could
never be forgiven, had, for that reafon, vowed

its
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its deftruction; and employed all the influence Booxk X.
which his great abilities, as well as long fervices, 1551.

“ gave him with the Emperor, in perfuading him

J to feize Parma by force of arms. Charles, in

r compliance with his folicitations, and that he

3 mighe gratify his own defire of annexing Parma

; to the Milanefe, liftened to the propofal; and

I Gonzaga, ready to take encouragement from the

& flighteft appearance of approbation ;, began to

b aflemble troops, and to make other preparations

;] for the execution of his fcheme.

e

. Octavio, who {faw the impending danger,qﬂavfﬂ

0 found it neceffary, for his own fafety, to encreale :::::fethe

2, the garrifon of his capital, and to levy foldiersaGftance of

le for defending the reft of the country. But asFrsee

- the expence of fuch an effort far exceeded his

be fcanty revenues, he reprefented his fituation to

he the Pope, and implgred that protection and affift-

he ance which was due to him as a vaffal of the

fe church. The Imperial minifter, however, had

2 already pre-occupied the Pope’s ear; and by .
difcourfing continually concerning the danger

of giving offence to the Emperor, as well as the

) imprudence of fupporting O&avio in an ufurpa-

e tion fo detrimental to the Holy See, had totally
0 aliepated him from the family of Farnefe O&a-
4 vio’s remonftrance and petition met, of confe:
d guence, with a cold reception, and he, defpair-

ing of any affiftance from Julius, pegan to look

Yor. IV. D
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Book X. round for prote@ion from fome other quarter.

1551, Henry IL of France was the only Prince power-
ful enough to afford him this protection, and
fortunately he was now in a fituation which
allowed him to undertake it. He had brought his
tranfactions with the two Britith kingdoms ,
which had hitherto diverted his attention from
the affairs of the Continent, to fuch an iffue as
he defired. This he had effected partly by the
vigour of his arms, partly by his dexterity n
taking advantage of the political factions which
raged in both kingdoms to fuch a degree, as
rendered the councils of the Scots violent and
precipitate, and the operations of the Enghih
feeble and unfteady. He had procured from the
Englifh favourable conditions of peace for his
allies the Scots; he had prevailed on the nobles
of Scotland not only to affiance their young
Queen to his fon the Dauphin, but even to fend
her into France, that fhe might be educated
under his eye; and had recovered Boulogne,
together with its dependencies, which had been
conquered by Henry VIIL y

“{Sfﬂ%“ Having gained points of fo much confe-
with
Henry II,

quence to his crown , and difengaged himfelf
with fuch honour from the burden of fupport-
ing the Scots , and maintaining a war againft
England, Henry was now at full leifure to pur-
fue the mealures which his hereditary jealoufy
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of the Emperor’s power naturally fuggefted. He Book X.
Iiftened , accordingly , to the firlt overtures
which Oc&tavio Farnefe made hini; and embracing
cagerly an opportunity of recovering footing in
Italy , he inftantly concluded a treaty, in which
he promifed to efpoufe. his caufe, and to furnii
him all the afliitance which he defired. This
tranfaction could not be long kept fecret from
the Pope, who forefecing the calamities which
muft follow if war were rekindled fo near the
ecclefiaftical ftate, immediately iffued monitory
letters, required O&avio to relinquifh his new
alliance. Upon his refufal to comply with the
requifition, he foon after pronounced his fief to
be forfeited, and declared war againft him as a
difobedient and rebelliods vaffal. But as with his
own forces alone, he could not hope to fubdue
Octavio while fupported by fuch a powerful ally
as the King of France, he had recourfe to the
Emperor, who being extremely {olicitous to pre-
rent the eftablifhment of the French in Parma,
ofdered Gonzaga to fecond Julius with all hisOccafions

3 3 the rent wal
troops. Thus the French took the field as the of hopitities
allies of O&avio; thé Imperialiis as the pro- bets een
tectors of the Holy See; and hoftilitics com-gii‘:;j i
menced between them, whilé Chirles and Henry
themfelves ftill affected to give out that they
would adhere inviolably to the peace of Crelpy
The war of Parma was not diflinguifhed by any
memorable event: Many fmall rencountets hap-
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Book X. pened with alternate fuccefs; the French ravaged
1561, part of the ecclefiaftical territories ; the Impe-
rialifts laid wafte the Parmefan: and the latter,
after having begun to befiege Parma in form,
were obliged to abandon the enterprize with
difgrace ™.
Retards the  BUT the motions and alarm which this war,
meeting of op the preparations for it, occafioned in Italy,
prevented moft of the Italian prelates from re-
pairing to Trent on the firt of May, the day
appointed for re-affembling the council ; and
though the papal legate and nuncios reforted
thither, they were obliged to adjourn to the firlt
of September , hoping fuch a number might
then affemble, that they might with decency
begin their deliberations. At that time, about
fixty prelates, moftly from the ecclefiaftical [tate,
or from Spain, together with a few Germans,
tlemy pro- convened *’. The feffion was opened with the
:1“122:;:;:” accuftomed formalities, and the fathers were
about to proceed to bufinefs, when the abbot
of Bellozane appeared , and prefenting letters of
credence as ambaflador from the French King,
demanded audience. Having obtained it, he pro-
tefted , in Heory’s name , againft an aflembly

™ Adriani Iftor. lib: viil. 508. 514. §24. Sleid. 13,
Paruta, p. 220, Lettere del Caro ['critt;e al nome del Card,
Farpefe , tom ii. p. 11, &e SR Dol 268
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called at fuch an improper juncture, when a war,
wantonly kindled by the Pope, made it 1mpof-
fible for the deputies from the Gallican church
to refort to Trent in fafety, or to deliberate con-
cerning articles of faith and difcipline with the
requifite tranquillity; he declared, that his mafter
did not acknowledge this to be a general or
ccumenick council, but mult confider, and
would treat it, as a particular and partial con.
vention *°, The legate affeted to defpife this
proteft; and the prelates proceeded , notwith-
ftanding, to examine and decide the great points
in controverfy concerning the facrament of the
Lord’s Supper, penance, and extreme unction.
This meafure of the French Monarch, however,
gave a deep. wound to the credit of the council,
at the very commencement of its deliberations.
The Germans could not pay much regard to
an affembly, the authority of which the fecond
Prince in Chriftendom had formally difclaimed,
or feel any great reverence for the decifions of a
few men, who arrogated to themfelves all the
rights belonging to the reprefentatives of the
church univerfal, a title to which they had fuch
poor pretenfions.

Tue Emperor, neverthelefs, was ftraining his
authority to the utmolt, in order to eftablifh the

* Sleid. 518. Thuan. 282. F. Paul, 30r1.
D3
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reputation and jurifdiction of the council. He had
prevailed on the three ecclefiaftical Electors,

Violence of the prelates of greateft power and dignity in the
the Empe.

ror’s pro-
ceedings
againft the
Proteftants,

church next to the Pope, to repair thither in
perfon. He had obliged feveral German bithops
of inferior rank, to go to Trent themfelves, or
to fent their proxies. He granted an Imperial
fafe-conduét to the ambaffadors nominated by
the EleCtor of Brandenburgh, the Duke of Wur-
temberg, and other Proteftant ftates, to attend
the council; and exhorted them to fend their
divines thither, in order to propound, explain,
and defend their dodrine. At the fame time,
his zeal anticipated the decrees of the council;
and as if the Proteftant doétrines had already
been condemned, he took large fteps towards
exterminating them. With this intention , he
called together the minifters of Augfburgh; and
after interrogating them concerning feveral con-
troverted points, enjoined them to teach nothing
with refped to thefe, contrary to the tenets of
the Romifh church. Upon their declining to
comply with a requifition fo contrary to the
dictates of their confciences, he commanded them
to leave the town in three days, without reveal-
mg to any perfon the caufe of their banifhment;
he prohibited them to preach for the future in
any of the countries fubjett to the Imperial
jurifdicion; and obliged them to take an oath
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that they would punctually obey thefe injunc- Boox X.
tions. They were not the only victims to his 551,
zeal. The Proteftant clergy , in moft of the

cities in the circle of Swabia, were ejected with

the fame violence; and in many places, fuch ma-
giftrates as had diftinguifhed themfelves by their
attachment to the new opinions, were difmiffed

with the moft abrupt irregularity, and their offices

filled, in confequence of the Emperor’s arbitrary
appointment, with the moft bigoted of their
adverfaries. The Reformed worfhip was almoft
entirely fupprefled throughout that extenfive pro-

vince. The ancient and fundamental privileges

of the free cities were violated. The people were
compelled to attend the miniftration of priells,
whom they regarded with horror as idolaters;

and to fubmit to the jurifdiction of magiftrates ,

whom they detefted as ufarpers */.

THE Emperor, after this difcovery, which Hisendea-
was more explicit than any that he had hitherto ‘r;;):;::ﬂ-.-—
made, of his intention to fubvert the German poiE
conftitution, as well as to extirpate the Pro-
teftant religion, fet out for Infpruck in theNovember.
Tyrol. He fixed his refidence in that city, as
by its fituation in the neighbourhood of Trent,.
and on the confines of Italy, it appeared a

commodious ftation, whence he might infpect

¥ Sleid. 516, §28. Thuan. 279.
b,
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the operations of the council, and obferve the
progrefs of the war in the Parmefan, without
lofling fight of fuch occurrences as might happen
in Germany **.

The fieze of  DyRrING thefe tranfactions, the fiege of Mag-

deburgh was carried on with various fuccefs,
At the time when Charles profcribed the citi-
zens of Magdeburgh, and put them under the
ban of the Empire, he had exhorted and even
enjoined all the neighbouring flates to take
arms againft them, as rebels and common ene-
mies. Encouraged by his exhortations as well
as promifes, George of Mecklenburgh, a younger
brother of the reigning Duke, an adive aund
ambitious Prince, colleted a confiderable num-
ber of thofe foldiers of fortune who had accom-
panied Henry of Brunfwick in all his wild
enterprizes ; and though a zealous Luthéran
himfelf, invaded the territories of the Madge-
burghers, hoping that, by the meric of this fervice,
he might procure fome part ‘of their domains to
be allotted to him as an eflablilhment. The
citizens, unaccultomed as yet to endure patiently
the calamities of war, could not be reftrained
from fallying out in order to fave their lands
from being laid walte, They attacked the
Duke of Mecklenburgh with more refolution

** Sleid. 329,
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than condué&, and were repulfed with great Boor X

flaughter. Bot as they were animated with
that unconquerable fpirit, which flows from zeal
for religion co - operating with the love of civil
liberty , far from being difheartened by their
misfortune , they prepared to defend themfelves
with rigour. Many of the veterd {oldiers
who had ferved in the long wars between the
Emperor and King of France, crowding to their
ftandards under able and experienced officers,
they acquired military fkill by degrees, and
added all the advantages of that to the efforts
of undaunted courage. The Duke of Mecklen-
burgh, notwithftanding the fevere blow which
he had given the Magdeburghers, not daring
to inveft a town ftrongly fortified, and defended
by fuch a garrifon, continued to ravage the
open country.

/

1541,

As the hopes of booty drew many adventurers Maurice
to the camp of this young Prince, IVMaurice of‘kes the

command

Saxony began to be jealous of the power which of he army
he poffeffed by being at the head of fuch awhich car-

ried on the

numerous body , and marching towards Mag- 5ece.

deburgh with his own troops, affumed the
fupreme command of the whole army, an honour
to which his high rank and great abilities,
as well as the nomination of the diet, gave
him an indifputable title.  With this united
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force he invefted the town, and began the fiege
in form; claiming great merit with the Emperor
on that account, as, from his zeal to execute
the Imperial decree, he was expofing himfelf
once more to the cenfures and maledictions of
the party with which he agreed in religious {en-
timents. But the approaches to the town went
on flowly; the garrifon interrupted the befiegers
by frequent fallies , in one of which the Duke of
Mecklenburgh was taken prifoner, levelled part
of their works, and cut off the foldiers in
their advanced pofis. While the citizens of
Magdeburgh, animated by the/difcourfes of their
paftors, and the foldiers encouraged by the ex-
ample of their officers , endured all the hard-
fhips of a fiege without murmuring, and defended
themfelves with the fame ardour which they
had at firft difcovered ; the troops of the befieg-

ers acted with extreme remiffnefs, repining at

every thing that they fuffered in a fervice which
they difliked. They broke out, more than
once, into open mutiny, demanding the arrears
of their pay, which, as the Germans fent in
their contributions fparingly , and with great
relu®ance, towards defraying the expences of
this war , amounted te a confiderable fum ™.
Maurice, too, had particular motives, though
fuch as he. durlt not avow at that juncure,

** Thuan. 297. Sleid, §14s
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4 which induced him not to pufh the fiege with Boox X.
lte vigour, and made him chufe rather to continue E55 ke
fel at the head of an army exXpofed to all the
o imputations which his dilatory "proceedings drew
e upon him, than to precipitate-a conqueft that
ot might have brought him fome acceflion of repu-
A tation, but would have rendered it neceffary to

of difband his forces.

AT Ialt, the inhabitants of the town begin-The city
o ning to fu‘ffer diﬂ;_refs f'l'or_ﬂ warit of proviﬁous‘,::f;;:::i:i‘
and Maurice finding it impoffible to protract

; matters any longer without filling the Emperor

with fuch fufpicions as might bave difconcerted

all his meafures, he concluded a treaty of capi-
tulation with the city upon the following con-
ditions ; that the Magdeburghers fhould humbly
implore pardon of the Emperor ; that they

fhould not for the future take arms, or enter

into any alliance againft the houfe of Auftria ;Novemb. 3.
that they fhould fubmit to the authority of the
Imperial chamber ; that they fhould conform

to the decree of the diet at Augfburgh with
refpect to religion; that the new fortifications

added to the town fhould be demolifhed; that

they fhould pay a fine of fifty thoufand crowns,

deliver up twelve pieces of ordnance to the
Emperor, and fet the Duke of Mecklenburgh,
together with their other prifoners, at liberty ,
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Boox X. without ranfom. Next day their garrifon marched
15¢e. out, and IMaurice took pofleflion of the town

with great military pomp.

Diavsley's BeroRE the terms of capitulation were {ettled,

views at this . <
sunflure.  Vlaurice had held many conferences with

Albert count Mansfeldt , who had the chief
command in Magdeburgh. He confulted like-
wife with count Heideck, an officer who had
ferved with great reputation in the army of the
league of Smalkalde, whom the Emperor had
rofcribed on account of his zeal for that caule,
but whom Maurice had, notwithftanding, fe-
cretly engaged in his fervice, and admitted into
the moft intimate confidence. To them he
communicated a fcheme, which he had long
revolved in his mind, for procuring liberty to
his fatherin-law the Landgrave, for vindicating
the privileges of the Germanick body, and fet-
ting bounds to the dangerous encroachments
of the Imperial power. Having deliberated with
them concerning the meafures which might be
neceffary for fecuring the fuccels of fuch an
arduous enterprize, he gave Mansfeldt fecret
affurances that the fortifications of Magdeburgh
fhould not be deftroyed, and that the inhabitants
fHould neither be difturbed in the exercife of
their religion, nor be deprived of any of their
ancient immunities. In order to engage Maurice
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ot more thoroughly from confiderations of intereft Boox X,
k to fulfil thefe engagements, the fenate of Mag- 1xs551.
deburgh eleted him their Burgrave, a dignity
which had - formerly belonged to the electoral

G houfe of Saxony, and which entitled him to a

th very ample jurifdiction not only m the city but

i{ in its dependencies *°

d Tuus the citizens of Magdeburgh , after en-rhe advan.
e during a fiege of twelve months, and ftruggling tases he de-
?;d for their liberties, religious and civil, with an[r;:eneg:l?:-
ke, invincible fortitude, worthy of the caufe in which tions with
fe. it was exerted, had at laft the good fortune to Li:frs;:;’:e
1to conclude a treaty, which left them in a better

he condition than the relt of their countrymen,

g whom their timidity or want of publick fpirit

had betrayed into fuch mean {fubmiffions to the
Emperor. But while a great part of Germany
applauded the gallant conduct of the Magde-

ents burghers, and rejoiced in their having efcaped
vith the deftru&ion with which they had been threat-
- be ened, all admired Maurice’s addrefs in the con-

du@ of his negociations with them, as well as
the dexterity with which he converted every
event to his own advantage. They faw, with
amazement, that after having afflicted the Mag.
deburghers during many months with all the

fice ** Sleid. s28. Thuan. 276. Oblidionis Magdeburgicz
Defcriptio per Sebaft. Beflelmeierum, ap. Scard. il 518,
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Boor X. calamities of war, he was at laft, by their volun- | ¢
1551. tary eleion, vefted with fupreme authority in | o
that city which he had fo lately befieged; that [
after lmvmg becn fo long the objet of their fatl- 1
rical mvcﬁlwex as an apoftate, and an enemy ta * ;

the religion which he profefled, tlu.y {feemed now ]
‘ to place unbounded confidence in his zeal and i
good-will *'. At the fame time, the publick articles 1
in the treaty of capitulation were fo perfectly hi
conformable to thofe which the Emperor had
gmnted to the other Proteftant cities, and IMaurice 2
took fuch care to wgm{v his merit in having /
reduced a place which had defended 1tfelf with B
fo much obftinacy, that Charles, far from [uf- \
pecting any thing fraudulent or collufive in the
terms of accommodation , ratified them without
hefitation, and abfolved the Magdeburghers from
the fentence of ban which had been denounced
againft them.

Hisexpedi. 1 HE only point that now remained to em-
;‘l‘c]"‘:‘ian barrals Maurice was how to keep together the
army on  veteran troops which had ferved under him, as
foote well as thofe which had been employed in the
defence of the town. For this, too, he found
an expedient with fingular art and felicity. His
fchemes againlt the Emperor were not yet fo

- fully ripened, that he durft venture to difclofe '

' 3 - . . e
Arnoldi vita Maurit. apud Menken, ii. 1224

i
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them,; and proceed openly to carry them into
execution. The winter was approaching, which
made it impoflible to take the field immediately.
He was afraid that it would give a premature
alarm to the Emperor, if he fhould retain fuch
a confiderable body in his pay until the f{eafon
of action returned in the Ipring. As foon then
as Magdeburgh opened its gates, he fent home
his Saxon fubje@s, whom he could command to
take arms and re-affemble on the fhorteft warn-
ing; and at the fame time, paying part of the
arrears due to the mercenary troops, who had
followed his ftandard, as well as to the foldiers
who had ferved in the garrifon, he abfolved
them from their refpective oaths of fidelity , and
difbanded them. But the moment he gave them
their difcharge, George Duke of Mecklenburgh,
who was now fet at liberty, offered to take
them into his fervice, and to become furety for
the payment of what was ftill owing to them.
As fuch adventurers were accuftomed often to
change mafters , they inftantly accepted the
offer. Thus thefe troops were kept united,
and ready to march wherever Vaurice fhould
call them, while the Emperor, deceived by this
artifice, and imagining that the Duke of Meck-
lenburgh had hired them with an intention to
affert his claim to a part of his brother’s terri-
tories by force of arms , fuffered this tranf

Booxr X,

e
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Boor X. action to pals without obfervation, as if it had
22
1551. been a matter of no confequence

Mis addre’s HavING ventured to take thefe fteps which
in conceal-
2 i were of fo much confequence towards the exe-

ing his in- 3
tentions cution of his fchemes, Maurice, that he might
from the - - e 3
rving ten-
Emperor, G1vert the Emperor from obferving their

dency too narrowly, and prevent the fulpicions
which that muft have excited, faw the neceflity
of employing fome new artifice in order to en-
gage his attention, and to confirm him in his
prefent fecurity. As he knew that the chief
obje&t of the Emperor’s folicitude at this junc-
ture, was how he might prevail with.the Pro-
teftant States of Germany to recognife the au-
thority of the council of Trent, and to fend
thither ambaffadors in their own name, as well
as deputies from their refped@ive churches, he
took hold of this predominating paffion in order
to amufe and to deceive him. He affeted a
wonderful zeal to gratify Charles in what he
defired with regard to this matter; he nomi-
nated ambalfadors , whom he empowered to
attend the council; he made choice of Me-
lanthon and fome of the moft eminent among
his ‘brethren to prepare a confeflion of faith,
and to lay it before that affembly. After his

24 . 1
. Tlm_an. 278. Struv. corp. hift. Germ. 1064. Arnoldi
vita Mavritii apud Menken, ii. 1227.

example ,
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example, and probably in confequence of his
folicitations the Duke of Wurtemberg, the city
of Strafburgh, and other Proteftant States ap-
pointed ambafladors and divines to attend the
council. They all applied to the Emperor for
his fave-conduct, which they obtained in the
moft ample form. This was deemed fufficient
for the fecurity of the ambaffadors, and they
proceeded accordingly on their journey; but
a feparate fafeconduct frem the council iclelf
was demanded for the Proteftant divines. The
fate of John Hufs and Jerome of Prague, whom
the council of Conltance, in the preceding cen-
tury, had condemned to the flames without
regarding the Imperial fafe-condu& which had
been granted them, rendered this precaution
prudent and neceffary. But as the Pope was
no lefs unwilling that the Proteftants thould be
admitted to an hearing in the (nun“il,, than the
Emperor had been eager in bringing them to
demand it, the L:gaze by promifes and threats
prevailed on the fathers of the council to de-
cline iffuing a 1afc conduct in tl : fc

with that which the council of Bafil had gi':‘-.nte:.
to the followers of Hufs. The
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Proteltants, on

their part, infified upon the council’s copying
the precife words of that inftrument. Iht_, Im-
perial ambafladors interpofed, in order to obtain
what would {fatisfy them. Alterations in th
T 7 m
vor. 1V,
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form of ‘the writ were propofed; expedients
were fuggefted; protefis : and counter-protefts
were taken: the legate, together with his aflo-
ciates , “laboured to gain chu point by art1 ifice
and chicane; the Proteftants adhered to theirs
with firmnefs and obftinacy. An account of
every thing that p’tiTed in Trent was tranfmitted
to the Emperor at lnfpruck, who, attempting,
from an excels of zeal, or of conﬁdma in hh
own addrefs, to reconcile the contending par-
ties, was involved in a labyrinth of inextricable
negociations. By means of this, however, Mau-
rice 341!10& all that he had in view; the Em-
peror’s time was wholly engroffed, - and his
'|ttcntion diverted; while he himfelf had leifure
to mature his fchemes, to carry on his intrigues,
and to fnjfh his prepzmtiovm before he threw
off the malk, and HmcL the blow which he had
fo long meditated ™ ;

But previous to the hiftory of Maurice’s

of Hungary. B =
operations, fome account muft be given of a

new revolution in Hungary, which contributed
not a little towards their producing fuch extra-
ordinary effets. When Solyman, in the vear
1541, by a {tratagem, which fuited the i:}afe
and infidious policy of a petty ufurper, rather
than the mdgnammlty of a mlghtv conqueror,

Sleid~ 526 529. F. Paul, 323. 338. Thuan. 286.
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deprived the young King of Hungary of the Boox X,
dominions which his father had left him, he 1551

:J{.\t had g}’anted th;'.lt unfortunat? Prince tl-)c country
o of "Iranfylx;ama, a province of' 'lns pnterml
3 kz_ngdom. I'he government of this, together
.-m(i with ‘the care of gducatmg t_he young Iung, for
he ftill allowed him to retain that title, though
ey he had rendered it only an empty name, he
0 bis committed to the Queen and Martinuzzi bifhop

of Waradin, whom the late King had appointed
his fon’s guardians and regents of his dominions,
at a time when thofe offices were of greatef
importance. This co-ordinate jurifdiction occa-
fioned the fame diffenfions in a fmall princi-
pality as it would have excited in a great king-
dom; an ambitious young Queen, confcious of
her capacity for governing, and an hibh Ipirited

prelate, fond of power, contending who hould
engrofs the greateft fhare in the adminiftration,
: Each had their partizans among the nobles; but
1oe's as Martinuzzi, by his great talents, began to
3 acquire the afcendant, Ifabella turned his own
arts againft him, and courted the protedion of
the Turks

THE neighbouring Bafhas, jealous of  the Martie:
bifhop’s power as w ell as abilities, readily pro- falﬂ;'ds
mifed her the aid which fhe ricmmdcd and pretentions

would foon have obliged Martinuzzi to Iu»c“’ t‘l
Ringdons
Hio
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given up to her the fole dire@ion of affairs, if
his ambition, fertile in expedients, had not fug-
gefted to him a new meafure, and one that
tended not only to preferve but to enlarge his

authority. ~ Having concluded an agreement
with the Queen, by the mediation of fome of

the nobles, who were folicitous to fave their
country from the calamities of a civil war, he
fecretly difpatched one of his confidents to
Vienna, and entered into a negociation with
Ferdinand. As it was no difficult matter to
perfuade Ferdinand, that the fame man whofe
enmity and intrigues had driven him out of a
eveat part of his Hungarian dominions, might,
npon a reconciliation, become equally inftru-
mental in recovering them he liftened eagerly
to the firlt overtures of an union with that pre-
late. IMartinuzzi allured him by fuch profpects
of advantage, and engaged , with {fo much con-
fidence , that he would prevail on the molft
powerful of the Hungarian nobles to take arms
in his favour, that Ferdinand, notwithftanding
his truce with Solyman, agreed to invade Tran-
fylvania. The command of the troops deftined
for that fervice, confifting of veteran Spanifh
and German foldiers, was given to Caftaldo
Marquis de Piadena, an officer formed by the
famous Marquis de Pefcara, whom he ftfong]y
refembled both in his . enterprizing genius for
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L it civil bufinefs, and in his great knowledge in Boox X.

fag. the art of war. This army, more formidable 1551.
th} by the dlfClphlle of the foldiers, and Lhc abili-
his ties of the general, than by its numbers, was
ent powerfully feconded by M“{rtmuzu and his
o fadtion among the Hungarians. As the Turkifh
i Bathas, the Sultan himfelf being at the head of
k. his army on the frontiers of Perfia, could not

‘ afford the Queen fuch immediate or eifectual
ith affiftance as the cx'm‘m‘y of her affairs required,
fhe quickly loft all hopes of being able to retain

1t
hor. any longer the authority which i1=' poflefled as
135 regent, and even began to defpair of her fon’s

fafety.

MarTiNUzZI did not fuffer this favourable The fuccess

s of his mea

oppmttnny of accomplithing his own defig w’ -
to qu: unimproved , md ventm‘\;d while fhe

{pedts e

rJ_G_ was in thl% fate of dejecion, to lay before her
Lon-

ot a propofal, which at any other time P. would
e have rejected with difdain. He repre ui how

impoflible it was for her to refift Perdmauds
victorious arms; that even if the Turks (hould
enable her to make head againlt them, fhe
would be far from changing her condition to
the better, and could not confider them as deli-

]

}' verers, but as mafters, to whofe commands fhe
the . . g

Y muft fubmit; he conjured her, therefore, as fhe
gy regarded - = s 1 st OF S

& regarded her own dignity, the fafety of her fon,
40k : ]
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or the fecurity of Chriftendom, rather to give
vp Tranfylvania to Ferdinand, and to make
over to ‘him her fon’s title to the crown of
Hungary, than to allow both to be ufurped by
the inveterate enemy of the Chriftian faith. At
the fame time, he promifed her, in Ferdinand’s
, a compenfation for herfelf, as well as {or
her fon, {uitable to their rank, and propoi-
tional to the value of what they were to facri-
fice. Ifabella, deferted by fome of her adhe-
rents, diftrufting others, deflitute of friends,
and {urrounded by Caftaldo’s and Martinuzzi’s
troops , fubfcribed thefe hard conditions, though
with a reludtant hand. Upon this, fhe furren-
dered fuch places of firength as were flll in
her pofleffion, fhe gave up all the enfigns of
royalty, particularly a crown of gold, which, as
the Hungarians believed, had defcended from
heaven, and conferred on him who wore it an
undoubted right to the throne. As fhe could
not bear to remain a private perfon, in a country
where fhe had once enjoyed fovereign power,
fhe inftantly fet out with her fon for Silefia, in
order to take poffeffion of the principalities of
Oppelan and Ratibor, the inveftiture of which
Ferdinand had engaged to grant her fon, and

name

1= xe : ) 2
tkewile to beflow one of his daughters upon

[}
him in marriage.
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Upon. the refignation of .the young King, Boox X.
Martinnzzi, and after his example the reft of 1551.
the Tranfylvanian grandees, fivore allegiance to -\mwintcdf

3 7 e o i . , Eovernor o
Ferdinand ; who, in order to teftify his grateful ghar pave of
“fenfe of the zeal as well as fuccefs with which Hungary

which was

s
¢hat prelate had ferved him, affe@ed to diftin-ppiea 1o

for guifh him \by every poffible mark of favour and Ferdinand.
o confidence. He appointed him governor of
Crie Tranfylvania, with almoft unlimited authority ;
The- he ordered Caftaldo to pay. the greateft deference

to his opinion and commands; he increafed his
revenues, which were already very great, by new
appointments; he nominated him archbifhiop
of Gran, and prevailed on the Pope to raif

| in him to the dignity of a Cardinal. All this often-
s of +ation, of good-will , however, was void of fin-
b, % cerity , and calculated to concceal {fentiments the

moft. perfe@ly its reverfe. Ferdinand dreaded
Martinuzzi’s abilities; diftrufted his fidelity;

and forefaw, that as his extenfive authority en .

a2 abled him to check any attempt towards Cli-
ver, cumficribing or abolifhing the extenfive privi-
, in leges which the Hungarian nobility poffefled,
s of he would ftand forth, on every occafion, the
ik ouardian of the liberties of his country, rather
ol than a& the part of a viceroy devoted to the
on will of Lis fovercign.

For this reafon, he fecretly gave it in charge Ferdiuand
o Caftald ¢ ratc A ; .~y begins 10
to Caftaldo td w his motions, to guard

E 4
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Boox X. againft his defigns, dnd to thwart his meafures,
rss1.  But Martinuzzi, either becaufe he did' not per
forin defigns CClV“ tnut (_, ﬂudf&"-‘ was phced as a fpy on hlS
$eskes Ao, ¢tions, or becaufe he défpied Ferdinand's in-
fidions arts, affumed the direion of the war

againft the Turks with his vfual tone of autho-

rity, and conducted it" with great 'magnani-

mity, and no lefs fuccefs.  He recovered fome

places of which the Infidels had taken poffef-

fion; he rendered their attemipts to reduce others
abortive; and eftablilhed Ferdinand’s authority

not only in Tranfylva n§a, but in the Bannat of
Temefwar, and feveral of the countries adjacent.

In carrying on thefe operations, he often differed

in fentiments from Caftaldo' and his officers, and

treated the Turkifh prifoners with a degree not

only of humanity, but even of generofity, which
Caflaldo loudly condemned. This was repre-

fented at Vienna as an artful method of court-

ing the friendfhip of the Infidels, that, by fe-

curing their prote&tion, he might fhake off all
dependence upon the fovereign whom he now
acknowledged. Though Martinuzzi, in jufti-
fication of his own conduét, contended that it

was impolitick to exafperate an enemy prone to

vevenge by unneceffary feverities, Caftaldo’s ac-
cufations gained credit with Ferdinand, prepof.

feffed alrea uy againft Martinuzzi, and jealous

of ev ery thing that could endanger his own au-
thority in Hung gary, in proportion as'he knew
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& it to be precarious and ill eftablithed. Thefe Boox X,
¢ fufpicions Caftaldo confirmed and ftrengthened 1551.
by the intelligence which he tranfmitted con.
tinually to his confidents at Vienna. By mifre-
refenting what was innocent, and putting the

ho. worlt conltru&tion on what feemed dubious in
s Martinuzzi’s conduct; by imputing to him de-
me figns which be never formed, and charging him

with a&ions of which he was not guilty ; he at
laft convinced Ferdinand, that, in order to pre-
ferve his Hungarian crown, he muft cut off that
ambitious prelate. But Ferdinand , forefeeing
that it would be dangerous to proceed in the
regular courfe of law againft a fubje of fuch
exorbitant power, as enabled him to fethis fove-
reign at defiance , determined to employ wvio-
lence, in order to obtain that fatisfaction which
the laws were too feeble to afford him.

HE iffued his orders accordingly to Caftaldo, He isafiat:
who willingly undertook that infamous fervice. %% b¥
Having communicated the defign to fome Italian mana.
and Spanifh officers whom he could truft, and
concerted with them the plan of executing it,
they entered IMartinuzei’s ap'u'tmen-‘:, early one Dec. 18.
morning , under pretence of prefenting to him
fome difpatches which were to be fent off imme-
diately to Vienna; and while he perufed a paper
with attention, one of their number ftruck him
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Boox X, with his poniard in the throat. 'The blow was
1ss1.  not mortal. Martinuzzi flarted up with the in-
trepidity natural to him, and grappling the af-
faffin, threw him to the ground. But the other
confpirators rufhing in, an old man, unarmed,
and alone , unable long to fuftain {och an un-
equal confli&t, funk under the wounds which
he received from fo many hands. Their dread
of the foreign troops reftrained the Tranfylva-
nians from rifing in arms, in order to take ven-
geance on the murderers of a prelate who had
long been the obje& of their love as well as
The effet of yeperation. They fpoke of the deed, however,
that violent . 2 :
R with horror and execration ; and exclaimed
againft Ferdinand , whom neither gratitude for
recent and important fervices, nor reverence for
a character confidered as facred and inviolable
among Chriftians, could reftrain from fhedding
the blood of a man, whofe only crime was at-
tachment to his native country. The nobles,
detefting the jealous as well as cruel policy of a
court, which, upon uncertain and improbable
furmifes, had given up a perfon, no lefs conlpi-
cuous for his merit than his rank, to be but-
chered by affaflins, either retired to their own
eftates, or if they continued with the Aufltrian
army, grew cold to the fervice. The Turks,
encouraged by the death of an enemy whofe abi-
lities they knew and dreaded, prepared to renew
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o hoftilitics carly in the fpring ; and inftead of the Boor X,
in. fecurity which Ferdinand had expeé@ed from the 1551,
il removal of Martinuzzi, it was evident that his
territories in Hungary were about to be attacked

with greater vigour, and defended with lefs zeal ,

than ever **.

By this time , Maurice having almoft finifhed Maurice

. . - . . . - ¥
" his intrigues and preparations, was on the point **'"¢
Vs O o $iA £ : proteftion
er. of declaring bis intentions openly, and of taking of e
o the field againft the Emperor. His firft care,rench
1a¢ o = % E ; . " King.
i after he came to this refolution, wag to difclaim
= that narrow and bigoted maxim of the confe-
el derates of Smalkalde , which had led them to
= fhun all connexion with foreigners. He had
A obferved how fatal this had been to their caufe ;
bk and inftruéted by their error, he was as eager

i to court the protection of Henry II. as they had
' been folicitous to prevent the interpofition of
Francis I. Happily for him , he found Henry
in a difpofition to liften to the firlt overture on
his part, and in a fituation which enabled him
to bring the whole force of the French monarchy
into action. Henry had long obferved the pro-
grefs of the Emperor’s arms with jealoufy, and
withed to diftinguith himfelf by trying his

" ** Sleid. §35. Thuan. lib. ix. 309, &c. Iftuanhaffi
A0l Hift. Regn. Hungarici. lib. xvi. 189, &c. Meém. de Ribier,
ii. §71. Natalis Comitis Hiftoria, lib. iv. 84, &c.
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firength againft the fame enemy , whom it had
been the glory of his father’s reign to oppofe
He had laid hold on the firlt opportunity in
his power of thwarting the Emperor’s defigns,
by taking the Duke of Parma under his protec-
tion ; and hoftilities were already begun, not
only in that dutchy but in Piedmont. Having
terminated the war with England by a peace,
no lefs advantageous to himfelf than honourable
for his allies the Scots, the reftlefs and enter-
prizing courage of his nobles was impatient to
difplay itfelf on fome theatre of adtion more
confpicuous than the petty operations in Parma
or Piedmont afforded them.

Jonx pE FiEssE, bifhop of Bayonne, whom
Heonry bad fent into Germany, under pretence
of hiring troops to be employed in Italy, was
empowered to conclude a treaty in form with
MMaurice and his affociates. As it would have
been very indecent in a King of France to
have undertaken the defence of the Proteltant
church , the interefts of religion, how much fo-
cver they might be affeed by the treaty, were
not once mentioned in any of the arucles. Re-
ligious concerns, they pretended to commit en-
tirely to the difpofition of divine providence;
the only motives afligned for their prefent con-
federacy againft Charles , were to procure the
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Landgrave liberty, and to prevent the fubwver-
fion of the ancient conftitution and laws of the
German Empire.  In order to accomplifh thefe
ends, it was agreed; that all the contracting
parties fhould, at the fame time , declare war
againft the Emperor ; that neither peace nor
truce fhould be made but by common confent
ner without including each of the confederates;
that, in order to guard againft the inconvent-
ences of anarchy, or of pretenfions to joint
command ; Maurice thould be acknowledged as
head of the German confederates, with abfolute
authority in all military affairs ; that IMaurice
and his affociates fhould bring into the field
feven thoufand horfe, with a proportional num-
ber of infantry; that towards the fubliftence of
this army, during the three firft months of the
war , Henry fhould contribute two hundred and
forty' thoufand crowns , and afterwards fixty
thoufand crowns a-month, as long as they con-
tinued in arms: that Henry fhould attack the
Emperor on the fide of Lorrain with a powerful
army ; that if it were found requifite to elect a
new Emperor, fuch a perfon fhould be nominat-
ed as fhall be agreeable to the King of
France ™. This treaty was concluded on the
fifth of October, fome time before Magdeburgh

Recueil des Traicez, tom. ii. 258. Thuan. lib, viii,
279.

Boox X,
1§51,
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firrendered, and the preparatory negociations
were condudted with fuch profound fecrecy, that
of all the Princes who afterwards acceded to it,
Maurice communicated what he was carrying
on to two only, John Albert, the reigning Duk
of VMecklenburgh, and William of Hefle, the
Landgrave’s eldeft fon. The league itfelf was no
lefs anxioufly concealed, and with fuch fortunate
care, that no rumour concerning it reached the
ears of the Emperor or his minifters; nor do
they feem to have conceived the meoft diftant
fufpicion of fuch a tranfaction.

At the fame time, with a folicittde which
was careful to draw fome acceffion of ftrength
from every quarter, Maurice applied to Edward
VL of England, and requefted a {fubfidy of four
hundred thoufand crowns for the fupport of a
confederacy formed in defence of the Proteflant
religion. But the fa&ions which prevailed in
the Englifh court during the minority of that
Prince, and which deptived both the councils
and arms of the nation of their wonted vigour,
left the Englith minifters neither time nor inclina-
tion to attend to foreign affairs, and prevented
Maurice’s obtaining that aid, which their zeal
for the Reformation would have prompted them
to grant him *°,

2 o . ~ .
Burner’s Hift. of the Reform, vol. ii. Append. 37.
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>

Mavrice, however, having fecured the pro- Boox X,
tection of fuch a powerful Monarch as Henry IL. 1551,
proceeded with great confidence, but wi.tb equal mz‘_’-“l‘;;‘:‘:
caution, to execute his plan.  As he judged it ;. e
neceflary to make one effort more, in order tolLandgrave
obtain the Emperor’s confent that the L&ﬂd-:?o;il;ir?;.&t
grave fhould be fet at liberty , he fent a folemn
embafly, in his own name , and in that of the
Ele@tor of Brandenburgh, to Infpruck.  After
refuming , at great length, all the facts and ar-
guments upon which they founded their claim,
and reprefenting, in the ftrongeft terms, the
peculiar engagements which bound them to be
fo afliduous n their {olicitations, they renewed
the requeft in behalf of the unfortunate prifoner,
whick they had fo often preferred in vain. The
Ele&tor Palatine, the Duke of Wurtemberg, the
Dukes of Mecklenburgh, the Duke of Deux-
ponts, the Marquis of Brandenburgh Bareith,
and the Marquis of Baden, by their ambafla.
dors, concurred with them in their fuit. Let-
ters were likewife delivered to the fame effect
from the King of Denmark, the Duke of Bava-
ria, and the Dukes of .Lunenburgh. Even the
King of the Romans joined in this application,
being moved with compaflion towards the Land-
grave in his wretched fituation, or influenced,
perhaps, by a fecret jealoufy of his brother’s
power and defigns, which, fince his attempt to
alter the erder of {fucceffion in the Empire, he

December.
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had come to view with other eyes, and dreaded
to a great degree.

Bur Charles, conftant to his own fyftem with
regard to the Landgrave, eluded a demand

" urged by fuch powerful interceffors; and having

declared that he would communicate his refolu-
tion concerning the matter to Maurice as foon
as he arrived at Infpruck; where he was every
day expected , he did not deign to defcend into
any more particular explication of his inten-
tions”’. This application, though of no benefit
to the Landgrave, was of great advantage to
Maurice. It ferved to juftify his fubfequent
proceedings , and to demonftrate the neceffity of
employing arms in order to extort that equitable
conceflion, which his mediation or intreaty could
not obtain. It was of ufe, too, to confirm the
Emperor in his fecurity, as both the folemnity
of the application, and the folicitude with which
fo many Princes were drawn in to enforce it,
led him to conclude , that Maurice placed all his
hopes of reftoring the Landgrave to liberty, in
gaining his confent to difmifs him.

Mavurice employed artifices ftill more refined
to conceal his machinations, to amufe the Em-
peror, and to gamn time. Heaffedted to be more

*7 Sleid. g31. Thuan, Lib. viii.
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ded folicitous than ever to find out fome expedient Boowr X,
for removing the difficulties with regard to the 155a.
; fafe-conduct for the Proteftant divines appointed
iy to attend the council, fo that they might repair
thither without any apprehenfion of danger.
His ambaffadors at Trent had frequent con-
ferences concerning this matter with the Impe-
rial ambaffadors in that city, and laid open their
fentiments to them with the appearance of the
moft unreferved confidence. He was willing,
at laft, to have it believed, that he thought all

nefit differences with refpeét to this preliminary ar-
2 o ticle were on the point of being adjufted; and
uent m order to give credit to this opinion. he com-

manded Melandthon, together with his bre-
thren, to fet out on their journey to Trent. At
the fame time, he held a clofe correfpondence
with the Imperial court at Infpruck, and re-
newed on every occafion his profeflions not only
of fidelity but of attachment to the Emperor,
He talked continually of his intention of going
to Infpruck in perfon; he ordered a houfe to be
- hired for him in that city, and to be fitted up
with the greatelt difpatch for his reception ™.

Bur, profoundly fkilled as Maurice was in The Empe.
the arts of deceit, and impenetrable as he™ "
£ : 3 ceives fome
thought the veil to be, under which he con-picion
goncerning
his intene
tions.

2% a i . £ .
Arnoldi vita Maurit, ap. Menken, ii, 1229.
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cealed his defigns, there were feveral things in
his condu@ which alarmed the Emperor amidlt
his fecurity , and tempted him frequently to
fufped that he was meditating fomething extra-
ordinary. As thele fulpicions took their rife
from circamftances inconfiderablé in themfelves,
or of an ambiguous as well as uncertain nature,
they were more than counterbalanced by Mau-
rice’s addrefs ; and the Emperor would not,
lightly , give up his confidence in a man, whom
he had once trufted and loaded with favours.
One particular alone feemed to be of fuch con-
fequence, that he thought it neceflary to de-
mand an explanation with regard to it. The
troops, which George of Mecklenburgh bad
taken into pay after the capitulation of Mag-
deburgh, having fixed their quarters in Thurin-
gia, lived at difcretion on the lands of the rich
ecclefiafticks in their neighbourhood. Their h-
cence and rapacioufnefs were intolerable. Such
as felt or dreaded their exadions, complained
loudly to the Emperor, and reprefented them
as a body of men kept in readinefs for fome
defperate enterprize. But Maurice, partly by
extenuating the enormities of which they had
been guilty, partly by reprefenting the impofii-
bility of difbanding thefe troops, or of keeping
them to regular difcipline, unlefs the arrears
fiill due to them by the Emperor were paid,
either removed the apprehenfions which this
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had occafioned, or as Charles was not in a con- Boor X
dition to fatisfy the demands of thefe foldiers, x5s2.
4 obliged him to be filent with regard to the

matter *’.

05, THE time of action was now approaching. Maurice
Ire, Maurice had privately difpatched Albert of Yy o
A Brandenburgh to Paris , in order to confirm his

ot, league with Henry, and to haften the march of

om the French army. He had taken meafures to

s, bring his own fubjeéts together on the firft fum-

mons ; he had provided for the fecurity of
Saxony while he fhould be abfent with the
army; and he held the troops in Thuringia, on
which he chiefly depended, ready to advance on
a moment’s warning. All thefe complicated
operations were carried on without being dif-
covered by the court at Infpruck ,; and the Em-
i | peror remained there in perfe&t tranquillity,
bufied entirely in counteracting the intrigues of
the Pope’s legate at Trent, and in fettling the

hen conditions on which the Proteftant divines fhould

be admitted into the council, as if there had
by not been any tranfaction of greater moment in
It agitation.

= THis credulous {ecurity in a Prince, who by
1 his fagacity in obferving the condu@ of all round

** Sleid. 549. Thuan. 339.

F z




68 THE REIGN OF THE

Boox X. him was commonly led to an excefs of diftruft,
1552. may feem unaccountable, and has been imputed
Circumftan-to, infatuation. But befides the exquifite ad-
ces which 3 . G - .
contribateq drefs with which Maurice concealed his inten-
:;:;‘;EL“: tions, two circumftances contributed to the
vor,  delufion. The gout had returned upon Charles

foon after his arrival at Infpruck, with an in-
creafe of violence; and his conftitution being
broken by fuch frequent attacks, he was feldom
able to exert his natural vigour of mind, or to
confider affairs with his ufual vigilance and
penetration; and Granvelle, bithop of Arras,
his prime minifter, though one of the molt
fubtle ftatefmen of that, or perhaps of any age,
was on this occafion the dupe of his own craft.
He entertained fuch an high opinion of his own
abilities;, and held the political talents of the
Germans in fuch contempt, that he defpifed all
the intimations given him concerning Maurice’s
anants  fecret machinations, or the dangerous defigns

minifters.  wwhich he was carrying on. When the Duke of

Alva, whofe dark fulpicious mind harboured
many doubts concerning the Elector’s fincerity,
propofed calling him immediately to court to
anfwer for his condué, Granvelle replied with
great fcorn, That thefe apprehenfions -were
groundlefs, and that a drunken German head
was too grofs to form anv icheme which he
could not eafily penetrate and baffle. Nor did
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he affume this perempfory tone merely from
confidence in his own difcernment; he had
bribed two of Maurice’s minifters, and received
from them frequent and minute information
concerning all their mafter’s motions. But
through this very channel, by which he expected
to gain accefs to all Maurice’s counfels, and
even to his thoughts, fuch intelligence was con-
veyed to him as completed his deception.
Maurice fortunately difcovered the correfpond-
ence of the two trairors with Granvelle, but
inftead of punifhing them for their crime, he
dexteroufly availed himfelf of their fraud, and
turned his own arts againft the bifhop. He
affected to treat thefe minifters. with greater
confidence than ever; he admitted them to his
confultations; he feemed to lay open his heart
to them; and taking care all the while to let
them be acquainted with nothing but what it
was his intereft fhould be known, they tranf
mitted to Infpruck fuch accounts as poflefled
Granvelle with a firm belief of his fincenty as
well as good intentions **. The Emperor him-
felf, in the fulnefs of fecurity, was fo little
moved by a memorial, in name of the ecclefi-
aftical Electors , admonifhing him to be on his
guard againft Maurice, that he made light of
this intelligence ; and his anfwer to them

** Melvil’s Memoirs, fol. edit. p. 12.
Fs
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abounds with declarations of his entire and con-
fident reliance on the fidelity as well as attach-

ment of that Prince **.

At laft Maurice’s preparations were coms

fiels againe Pleted , and he had the fatistaction to find that

the Empe-
ZOT.

March 18,

his intrignes and defigns were ftill unknown,
But, though now ready to take the field, he
did not lay afide the arts which he had hitherto
employed ; and by one piece of craft more, he
deceived his enemies a few days longer. He
gave out, that he was about to begin that jour-
ney to Infpruck of which he had fo often
talked, and he took one of the minifters whom
Granvelle had bribed , to attend him thither.
After travelling poft a few ftages, he pretended
to ‘be indifpofed by the fatigue of the journey,
and difpatching the fufpected mmifter to make
his apology to the Emperor for this delay, and
to affure him that he would be at Infpruck
within a few days; he mounted on horfeback,
as foon as this fpy on his actions was gone, rode
full fpeed towards Thuringia, joined his army,
which amounted to twenty thoufand foot and
five thoufand horfe, and put it immediately in
motion .

** Sleid. 535.

' Melv. Mem. p. 13. Thefe circumflances concerning
the Saxon miniflers whom Granvelle had bribed , are not

b
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AT the fame time he publifhed a manifefto Boox X.
eontaining his reafons for taking arms. Thefe 1552
were three in number: That he might fecure Publishes 2

. i manifefto
the Proteftant religion, which was threatened jypitying

o, with immediate deftru@®ion: That he mighthis conduk
hat ' maintain ‘the conftitution and laws of the Em-
v, pire, and- fave Germany from being fubjedted
he to the dominion of an abfolute monarch: That
Tto he might deliver the Landgrave of Heffe from
he the miferies of a long and unjuft imprifonment.
He By the firft, he roufed all the favourers of the

Reformation, a party formidable by their zeal
as well as numbers, and rendered defperate by
oppreffion. By the fecond, he interefted all the
friends of liberty, Catholicks no lefs than Pro-
teftants; and made it their intereft to unite with
him in afferting the rights and privileges com-
mon to both. The third, befides the glory
which he acquired by his zeal to fulfil his en-
gagements to the unhappy prifoner, was become
a caufe of general concern, not only from the
compaffion which the Landgrave’s fufferings
excited, but from indignation at the injuftice
and rigour of the Emperor’'s proceedings againft

him. Together with Maurice’s manifefto, ano-
ther appeared in the name of Albert, Marquis

fforians ; but as Sir James
from the Elector Palatine,
; agreeable to the

conduct, they may be confidered as authentick.

mentioned by the German hi
Melvil received his a
¢ and as they are perf
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Boox X. of Brandenburgh ‘Culmbach, who had joined
1552,  him with a body of adventurers whom he had
drawn together. The fame grievances which
Mavrice had pointed out are mentioned in it,
but with an excefs of virnlence and animofity
fuitable to the character of the Prince in whofe

name 1t was publifhed,

He is power-

. THE King of France added to thefe a mani-
fully fup.

porced vy felto in his own name; in which, after taking

;'}F French notice of the ancient alliance between the French
{ing.

and German nations, both defcended from the
fame anceftors; and after mentioning the appli-
cations, which, in confequence of this, fome of
the moft illuftrious among the German Princes
had made to him for his protection; he declared
that he now took arms to re-eftablifh the an-
cient cooftitution of the Empire, to deliver
fome of its Princes from captivity, and to fecure
the privileges and independence of all the mem-
bers of the Germanick body. In this mani-
felto, Henry allumed the extraordinary title of
Protedor of the Liberties of Germany, and of its
captive Princes; and there was engraved on it
a cap, the ancient fymbol of freedom, placed
between two daggers. in order to intimate to
the Germans, that this blefling was to be ac-
quired and fecured by force of arms *’.

* Sleid. §49. Thuan, lib. x. 339. Mém. de Ribier, ii.
371 :

al
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d Mavrice had now a very different part to Boox X,
:1 ac, but his flexible genius was capable of ac- 1552,

4 commodating itfelf to every fituation. The Maurice’s

W ] operations

moment he took arms, he was as bold and en-;y pe eia.
i terprizing in the field, as he had. been cautious

fe and crafty in the cabinet. He advanced by

rapid marches towards the Upper Germany.
All the towns in his way opened their gates to
him. He reinftated the magiftrates whom the

§ Emperor had depofed, and gave poffeflion of
h the churches to the Proteftant minifters whom
‘ he had ejedted. He directed his march to
I Augfburgh, and as the Imperial garrifon, which
of was too inconfliderable to think of defending it,
2

retired immediately , he took poffeffion of that
i great city, and made the fame changes thereApril <.
as in the towns through which he had paffed ™.

No words can exprefs the Emperor’s aftonifh-The Empe-
ment and confternation at events fo unexpected, ror's afto-
iz He faw a great number of the German Princes g gitrefs.
of in arms againft him, and the reft either ready
s to join them, or wifhing fuccefs to their enter-
prize. He beheld a powerful Monarch united
d with them in clofe league, feconding their ope-
D rations in perfon at the head of a formidable
army, while he, through negligence and cre-
dulity , which expofed him no lefs to fcorn than

¢ Sleid. 555. Thuan, 342.
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to danger, had neither made nor was in con-
dition to make any effectual provifion either for
crufhing his rebellious fubje@s, or refifting the
invafion of the foreign enemy. Part of his
Spanifh troops bad been ordered into Huagary
againft the Turks; the reft had marched back
to Italy upon occafion of the war in the dutchy
of Parma. The bands of veteran Germans had
been difmiffed, becaufe he was not able to pay
them; or had entered into Maurice’s fervice
after the fiege of Magdeburgh; and he remained
at Infpruck with a body of foldiers hardly ftrong
enough to guard his own perfon. His treafury
was as much exhaufted, as his army was re-
duced. He had received no remittances for
fome time from the new world. He had for.
feited all credit with the merchants of Genoa
and Venice, who refufed to lend him money,
though tempted by the offer of exorbitant in-
tereft. Thus Charles, though undoubtedly the
moft confiderable potentate in Chriftendom, and
capable of exerting the greateft ftrength, as his
power, notwithftanding the violent attack made
upon it, was {ill unimpaired, found himfelf in
a fituation which rendered him unable to make
fuch a fudden and vigoreus effort as the junc-
ture required, and was neceflary to have faved
him from the prefent danger.
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Tx this fituation, the Emperor placed all his Boox X.
X hopes on negociating; the pniy refource of i552.
fuch as are confcious of their own weaknefs. Endeavours
e T - . ik to gain time
y But thinking it inconfiltent “:Itb bis dignity €0y 4 nego-
make the firft advances to fubjects who were in diations
arms againft him, he avoided that indecorum

by employing the mediation of his brother Fer-

1
I

: dinand. Maurice confiding in his own talents
_'V to condu@ any negociation in fuch a manner as
£ o] - - .

| to derive advantage from it, and hoping that
d

by the appearance of facility in hearkening to
”;, the firft overture of accommodnugn, he might

amufe the Emperor and tempt him to {lacken
the adivity with which he was now preparing
to defend himfelf , readily agreed to an inter-
view with Ferdinand in the town of Lintz in
Auftria: and having left his army to proceed
on its march under the command of the Duke
of Mecklenburgh, he repaired thither,

MeanwHILE the King of France punctually Progreis of
fulfilled h's engagements to his allies. He took::.ﬁ,flmm
the field early with a numerous and well ap-
pointed army, and marching directly into Lor-
ne rain, Toul and Verdun opened their gates at
C- his approach. His forces appeared next before
Metz , and that city by a fraudulent ftratagem
of the Conftable Montmorency , who having
obtained permiffion to pals through it with a
fmall guard, introduced as many troops as were
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Boox X. {fufficient to overpower the garrifon, was like-

1552. wife feized without bloodfhed. = Henry made
his entry into all thefe towns with great pomp;
he obliged the inhabitants to fwear allegiance
to him, and annexed thofe important conquelts
to the French Monarchy. He left a firong
garrifon in IVletz. From thence he advanced
towards Alface, in order to attempt new con-
quefts, to which the fuccefs that had hitherto
attended his arms invited him *%.

Thenege: ~ 'T'HE conference at Lintz did not produce

ciations be. . . - . =
vt e, DO accommodation. Maurice, when he con

Emperor  {ented to it, feems to have had nothing in view
aud Maurice
of no effet

but to amufe the Emperor; for he made fuch
demands both in behalf of his confederates,
and their ally the French King, as he knew
would not be accepted by a Prince, too haughty
to fubmit,- at once, to conditions dictated by
an enemy. But however firmly Maurice ad-
hered during the negociation to the interefts of
his affociates, or how fteadily foever he kept
in view the objeds which had induced him to
take arms, he often profeffed a ftrong incli-
nation to terminate the differences with the Em-
peror .in an amicable manner. Encouraged by
this appearance of a pacifick difpofition, Ferdi-
nand propofed a fecond interview at Paffau on

¥ Thuan 349.

L gy




EMPEROR GHARLES V. rd

the twenty-ixth of May, and that a truce Boox X.

fhould commence on that day, and continue to
the tenth of June, in order to give them leifure
for adjulting all the points in dipute.

Upon this, Maurice rejoined his army on the Maurice ag.
ninth of May, which had now advanced to ... 1.5
Gundelfingen. He put his troops, in motion pruck,

next morning ; and as {ixteen days yet remained
for a@ion before the commencement of the
truce, he refolved, during that period, to ven-
ture upon an enterprize, the fuccels of which
would be fo decifive, as would render the nego-
ciations at Paflau extremely fhort, and entitle
him to treat upon his own terms. He forefaw
that the profpet of a ceffation of arms, which.
was to take place fo foon, together with the
opinion of his earneftnefs to re-eftablifh peace,
with which he had artfully amufed Ferdinand,
could hardly. fail of inipiring the Emperor with
fuch falfe hopes, that he would naturally become
remifs, and relapfe into fome degree of that
fecurity which had already been fo fatal to
him. Relying on this conje@ure, he marched
dire@ly at the head of his army towards In-
fpruck, and advanced with the moft rapid
motion that could be given to fo great a body
of troops. On .the eighteenth he arrived at
Fieffen , a polt of great confequence, at tha
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entrance into the Tyrolefe. There he found
a body of eight hundred men, whom the Em-
peror had affembled, firongly intrenched, in
order to oppofe his progrefs. He attacked them
inftantly with fuch violence and impetuofity
that they abandoned their lines precipitantly,
and falling back on a fecond body pofted near
Ruten, communicated the panick terror with
which they themfelves had been feized, to thofe
troops, fo that they likewife took to flight, after
a fecble refiftance.

EraTeED with this fuccefs, which exceeded his
moft fanguine hopes, Maurice prefled forward
to }ihrcnberg, a caftle fituated on an high and
fteep prcmplce which commanded the cm]y pals
through' the mountains. As this fort had been
'&mendcred to the Proteftants at the beginning
of the Smalkaldick war, becaufe the garrifon was
then too weak to defend it, the l'.n:pf.rox , fen-
fible of its importance, had taken care, at this
1unc”ture, to throw i mto it a body of troops fuf-
ficient to maintain it againft the greatelt army.
But a fhepherd, in purfuing a goat which had
ftrayed from his flock, having difcovered an
unknown path by which it was poffible to afcend
to the top of the rock, came with this feafon-
able piece of intelligence to Maurice. A fmall
band of chofen foldiers, under the command of




EMPEROR CHARLES YV, 29

1

d George of Mecklenburgh, was inftantly ordered Boox X.
to follow this guide. They fet out in the even- 155z.
! ing , and clambering up. the rugged track with ;
infinite fatigue as well as danger, they reached

- the fummit unperceived; and at an hour which
7y had been concerted, when IViaurice began the
AL affault on the one fide of the caftle, they ap-
th peared on the other, ready to fcale the walls,
fe which were feeble in that place, becaufe it had
€ been hitherto deemed inacceflible. ‘T'he gar-

rifon, ftruck with terror at the fight of an
enemy on a quarter where they had thought
: themfelves perfectly fecure, immediately threw
s down their arms. Maurice, almoft withous
. bloodfhed , and which was of greater confe-
quence to him, without lofs of time, took pof-
feffion of a place, the reduction of which might
have retarded him long, and have required the
utmoft efforts of his valour and fkill **.

IMAURICE was now only two days march from A mutiny of
fuf Infpruck, and without lofing a moment hehis troops
ordered his infantry to advance thither, llairilzg:;:;l;]}ls
lefc his cavalry, which was unferviceable in that
mountainous country, at Fie'len, to guard the

mouth of the pafs. He propofed to advance with

fuch rapidity as to anticipate any accounts of

the lofs of Ebrenberg. and to {furprife the Em-

| of peror, together with his attendants, in an open

L

Arnoldi vita Maurit. 123.
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" Boox X. town incapable of defence. But juft as his
1552, troops began to move, a battalion of mercenaries
mutinied, declaring that they would not ftir
until they had received the gratuity, which,
according to the cuftom of that age , they
claimed as the recompence due to them for
having taken a place by affault. It was with
great difficul:y as well as danger, and not with-
out fome confiderable lofs of time, that [Vlaurice
quieted this infurrecion, and prevailed on the
foldiers to follow him to a place where he pro-
mifed them fuch rich booty as would be an

ample reward for all their fervices.

The Empe- To the delay , occafioned by this unforefeen
::;;;‘E;T:“ accident, the Emperor owed his fafety. He
from nf. was informed of the approaching danger late
pruck — gp the evening, and knowing that nothing could
fave him but a fpeedy flight, he inftantly left
Infpruck , without regarding the darknefs of
the night, or the violence of the rain which
happened to fall at that time; and notwith-
ftanding the debility occafioned by the gout,
which rendered him unable to bear any motion
but that of a litter, he travelled by the light of
torches, taking his way over the Alps, by roads
almoft impaflable.  His courtiers and atten-
dants followed him with equal precipitation, fome
of them on fuch horfes as they could haflily

procuer




EMPEROR CHARLES V. 8r

s procure, many of them on foot, and all in the Boox X.
' utmoft confufion. In this miferable plight, very 1552,
unlike the pomp with which Charles had appear-

b, ed during the five preceding years as the con-
& queror of Germany, he arrived at length with his
or dejected train at Villach in Carinthia, and {carce-
th ly thought himfelf fecure even in that remote
h- inacceflible corner.
ce
C IMavRice entered Infpruck a few hours after Maurice en.
) the Emperor and his attendants had left it ; and;::nt““
an enraged that the prey fhould efcape out of his
hands when he was juft ready to feize it, he pur-
fued them fome miles; but finding it impofiible .

to overtake perfons, to whom their fear gave
fpeed, he returned to the town, and abandoned
all the Emperor’s baggage , together with that of
his minifters, to be plundered by the foldiers;
while he preferved untouched every thing be-
longing to the King of the Romans, either be-
caufe he had formed fome friendly connexion
with that Prince, or becaufe he wifhed to have

nt, it believed that fuch a connexion {ubfifted be-
on tween them. As there now remained only three
of days to the commencement of the truce, (with
ds fuch nicety had IVlauriée calculated his opera-
0 tions), he fet out for Paflau, that he might meet
e Ferdinand on the day appointed.

ly Vor. 1V, G
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Boox X. BEFORE Charles left Infpruck, he withdrew

1552.. the guards placed on the degraded Elector of

The Empe- Saxony, whom , during five years, he had car-

Eicff:;?ried about with him as a prifoner; and fet him

sasonyat entirely at liberty, either with an intention to

Wberty.  ambarrafs Maurice by letting loofe a rival, who
might difpute his title to his dominions and
dignity, or from a fenfe of the indecency of
detaining him a prifoner, while he himfelf ran
the 1ifk of being deprived of his own liberty.
But that Prince, feeing no cther way of elcap-
ing than that which the Emperor tock, and
abhorring the thoughts of falling into the hands
of a kinfean, whom he juftly confidered as the
author of all. his misfortunes, chofe rather to
accompany Charles in his flight, and to expedt
the final decifion of his fate from the treaty
which was now approaching.

Uil THESE were not the only effe@s which Vaue
cil of A .
breaks up in TICE'S Operations produced. It was no fooner

.ftrvat con- known at Trent that he had taken arms, than a
ernation.

general confternation feized the fathers of the
council. The German prelates immediatcly Te-
turned home, that they might provide for the
fafety of therr refpective territories. The reflt
were extremely impatient to be gone; and thele-
gate, who had hitherto difappointed all the endea-
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vours of the Imperial ambafladors to procure Booxr X,

o an audience in the council for the Proteftant 1¢ca2.
i divines, laid hold with joy on fuch a plaunfible

pretext for difmiffing an affembly, which he
e had found it fo dlrhu.llr; to govern. In a con-
10 gregation held on the twenty—emnth of April,
1 a decree was iflued proroguing the council du-
of ring two years, and ‘appointing it to meet at the
In expiration of that time, if peace were then re-
£ eftablifhed in Europs’. Thl:. prorogation, how-
- ever, continued no lefs than ten years; and the
d proceedings of the council, when re-affembled
ds in the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty-
he two, fall not within the period prefcribed to this
to hiftory.

THE convocation of this affembly had been The efea
deIO“dtLly defired by all the ftates n..ld rwcwtiuﬂ;’d“
in Chriftendom, who, from the wifdom as well

I as piety of ]_,.Ll-.-tus reprefenting the whole body
or of the faithful, expedted fome charitable and

efficacious endeavours towards compofing the
diffenfions which urhappily had arifen i1 the
church. But the feveral Popes by whofe au-
thority it was called, had other objedts in view.
f They exerted all their power or policy to attain
o thefe; and by the abilities as well as addrefs of
their legates, by the ignorance of many of the

P Panl 363,
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prelates, and by the fervility of the indigent
Jtalian- bifhops, acquired fuch influence 1 the
council, that they dictated all its decrees, and
framed them, not with an intention to reftore
unity and concord to the church, but to eftablifh
their own dominion, or.to confirm thofe tenets,
upon which they imagined that dominion to be
founded. Dodirines, which had hitherto been
admitted upon the credit of tradition alone, and
received with fome latitude of interpretation,
rere now defined with a fcrupulous nicety, and
confirmed by the fan&ion of authority. Rites,
which had formerly been obferved only in de-
ference to cultom fuppofed to be ancient, were
eftablifhed by the decrees of the church, and
declared to be effential parts of its worlhip.
The breach, inftead of being clofed, was wi-
dened, and made irreparable. In place of any
attempt to reconcile the contending parties, a
line was drawn with fuch fiudied accuracy, as
afcertained and marked out the diftinction be-
tween them. This flill ferves to keep them at
a diftance; and, without fome fignal interpo-
fition of Divine Providence, muft render the
{eparation perpetual.

Ovr knowledge of the proceedings of this
lembly, 1s derived from three different authors,
Father Paul of Venice swrote his hiftory of the
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Council of Trent,while the memory of what had
p‘r[l"crl there was recent, and fome who had been
members'of it were {till alive. He has expofed
the intrigues and artifices by which it was con-
dudted, with a freedom and feverity which have
given a deep wound to the credit of the council.
He has defcribed its deliberations, and explained

decrees, with fuch perfpicuity and depth of
thought, with fuch various erudition and fuch
force of reafon, as have jufily entitled his work
to be placed among the moft admired*hiftorical
compofitions. About half a century thereafter,
the Jefuit Pallavicini publifhed his hiftory of
the council, in oppofition to that of Father Paul,
and by emplo)rmor all the force of an acute and
refining genius to invalidate the credit, or to
confute the reafonings of his antagonift, he l-
bours to prove, by artful apologies for the pro-
ceedings of the council, and fubtile interpret-
ations of 1ts decrees, that it deliberated with
impartiality , and decided with judgment as well
as candour. Vargas, a Spanifh do&or of laws,
who was appomted to attend the Imperial am-
baffadors at Trent, fent the bifhop of Arras a
regular- account of the tranfactions there, ex-
plammg all the arts which the Legate employed
to influence or over-awe the council: His let-
ters have been publifhed, in which he inveighs
againft the papal court with that afperity of cen-
fure, which was natural to a man whofe fitua-

G 3
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tion enabled him to obferve its arts thoroughly,
and who was obliged to exert all his attention
and talents in order to difappoint them. But
whichfoever of thefe authors an intelligent per-
fon takes for his guide, in forming a judgment
concerning the {pirit of the council, he muft dif-
cover fo much ambition as well as artifice among
fome of the members, fo much ignorance and
corruption among others; he muft obferve fuch
a large infufion of human policy and paffions,
mingled with fuch a fcanty portion of that fim-
plicity of heart, fandity of manners, and love
of truth, which alone qualify men to determine
what docirines are worthy of God, and what
worlhip is acceptable to him; that he will find
it no eafy matter to believe, that any extraordi-
nary influence of the Holy Ghoft hovered over
this affembly, and dicated its decrees.

WHILE Maurice was employed in negociat-
ing with the King of the Romans at Lintz, or
in making war on the Emperor in the Tyrol,
the French King had advanced into Alface as
far as Strafburgh; and having demanded leave
of the Senate to march through the city, he
hoped that, by repeating the fame fraud which
he bad practifed at Metz, he might render him-
felf mafter of the place, and by that means fe-
cure a paffage over the Rhine into the heart of

o o I — |
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Germany. But the Srafburghers, inftrudted and
put on their gum‘d by -the credulity and misfor-
tune of their neighbours, fhut their gates; and
having affembled a garrifon of five thoufand
foldiers, repaired their fortifications, rafed the
houfes in their fuburbs, and determined to defend
themfelves to. the utmoft. At the fame time
they fent-a deputation of their moft refpe&table
citizens to the King, in order to divert him from
making any hoftile attempt upon them. The
Ele&ors of Treves and Cologne, the Duke of
Cleves, and other Princes in the neighbourhood,
interpofed in their behalf ; befeeching Henry
that he would not forget fo foon the titie which
he had generoufly affumed ; and infiead of being
the Deliverer of Germany, become its Oppreflor.
The Swifs Cantons feconded them with zeal,
foliciting Henry to fpare a city which had long
been connedted with their community in friend-
fhip and alliance.

PowERFUL as this united interceflion was,
would not have prevailed on Henry to forego a
prize of fo much value, if he had been 1n a con-
dition to have feized it. But, in that age, the
method of fubfifting numerous armies at a dif-
tance from the frontiers of their own country,
was imperfectly underftood , and neither the re-
venues of Princes, nor their experience in the

G 4
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Boox X, art of war, were equal to the great and compli-
1552.  cated efforts which fuch an undertaking required.
The French, though not far removed from their
own country, began already to fuffer from {fcar-
city of provifions, and had no fufficient maga-
zines colle@ted to fupport them during a fiege,
which muft neceffarily have been of great
length’. At the fame time, the Queen of Hun--
gary , governefs of the Low Countries, had af
fembled a confiderable body of troops, which,
under the command of Martin de Roffem, laid
walte Champagne, and threatened the adjacent
provinces of France. Thefe concurring circum-
ftances obliged the King, though with relucance,
to abandon the enterprize. But being willing
to acquire fome merit with his allies, by this
retreat which he could not avoid, he pretended
to the Swifs that he had taken the refolution
merely in compliance with their requeft®; and
then, after giving orders that all the horfes in
his army fhould be led to drink in the Rhine,
as a proof of his having pufhed his conquefts fo
far, he marched back towards Champagne.

The opera-  WHILE the French King and the main army
tions of Al-

rert of OF the confederates were thus employed, Albert

lfj“rmzden- of Brandenburgh was entrufted with the com-
vrgh,

mand of a feparate body of eight thoufand men,

o Lk
Thuan. 351, 342. ** Sleid: 557, Brantome,
tom. vii. 39,




EMPEROR CHARLES V.  §

confilting chiefly of mercenaries who had re-
forted to his ftandard, rather from the hope of
plunder, than the expectation of regular pay.
That Prince, feeing himfelf at the head of {uch
a number of defperate adventurers, ready to
follow wherever he fhould lead them, foon be-
gan to difdam a ftate of fubordination, and to
form fuch vaft {chemes of aggrandizing himfelf,
as feldom occur, even to ambitious minds, unlefs
when civil war or violent fadions roufe them
to bold exertions, by alluring them with imme-
diate hopes of fuccels.  Full of thefe afpiring
thoughts, Albert made war in a manner very
different, from the other confederates. He en-
deavoured to fpread the terror of his arms by
the rapidity of his motions, as well as the ex-
tent and rigour of his devaftations; he exacted
contributions wherever he came, in order to
amafs fuch a fum of money, as would put it
in his power to keep his army together; he
laboured to get pofleffion of Nuremberg, Ulm,
or fome other of the free cities in Upper Ger-
many, in which,-as a capital, he might fix the
feat of his power. But, finding thefe cities on
their guard, and in a condition to refift his at-
tacks, he turned all his rage againft the popifh
ecclefiafticks, whofe territories he plundered
with fuch wanton and mercilefs barbarity, as
gave them a very unfavourable impreffion of

Boor X,
1552,
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Booxr X, the fpirit of that reformation in religion, with

1552, zeal for which he pretended to be animated.
The bifhops of Bamberg and Wurzburgh, by
their fituation, lay particularly expofed to his
ravages; he obliged the former to transfer to
him, in property, almoft one half of his exten-
five diocefe; and compelled the latter to ad-
vance an immenfe fum in order to fave his coun-
try from ruin and defolation. During all thofe
wild fallies, Albert paid no regard either to
Maurice’s orders, whofe commands as General-
iflimo of the league he had engaged to obey,
or to the remonftrances of the other confede-
rates; and manifefltly difcovered, that he at
tended only to his own private Cmolul‘nent with—
out any folicitude about the common caufe,
the general objects which had induced tht—:m to
take arms *'.

Thenego-  IVIAURICE having ordered his army to march
;gf__‘;:":t“fbaclc into Bavaria, and having publifhed a pro-
Paw.  clamation enjoining the JLutheran clergy and
mftructors of youth, to refume the exercife of
their fun&ions in all the cities, {chools, and uni-
verfities from which they had been ejected, met
Ferdinand at Paffau on the twenty-lixth day of
May. As matters of the grc‘ueﬁ confequence
to the future peace and independence of the

** Sleid. 561. - Thuoan. 357
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Empire were to be fettled in this congrefs, the Boor X,
eves of all Germany were fixed upon it. Be- 1552
fides Ferdinand and the Imperial ambafladors,

the Duke of Bavaria, the bifhops of Saltzburgh

and Aichftadt, the minifters of all the Electors,
together with deputies from moft of the con-
fiderable Princes and free cities, reforted to
Paffau. Maurice, in name of his aflociates,

and the King of the Romans as the Emperor’s
reprefentative, opened the necociation. The
Princes who were prefent, together with the de-

puties of fuch as were abfent, acted as intercel-

fors or mediators between them.

Mauricg, in a long difcourfe, explained the The terms
motives of his own condu&. After having enu- Ve
merated all the unconftitutional and oppreflive propoted.
a&s of the Empercr’s adminiftration, he, agree-
ably to the manifefto which he liad publifhed
when he took arms againft him, limited his de-
mands to three articles. That the Landgrave
of Heffe fhould be immediately fet at liberty;

That the grievances in the civil government of
the Empire fhould be redrefled; and that the
Proteftants fhould be allowed the publick exer-
cife of their religion without moleftation. Fer-
dinand and the Imperial ambaffadors difcovering
their unwillingnefs to gratify him with regard to
all thefe points, the mediators wrote a joint lette

-
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Boox X. to the Emperor, befeeching him to deliver Ger-
1552. many from the calamities of a civil war, by
giving fuch fatisfaction to Maurice and his party ‘
as might induce them to lay down their arms; |
and at the fame time they prevailed upon Mau- '
rice to grant a prolongation of the truce for a
fhort time, during which they undertook to pro-
cure the Emperoi’s final anfwer to his demands.
powerfilly — TTyys requeflt was prefented to the Emperor ;
fupported by . : = .
the Princes 11 the name of all the Princes of the Empire,
ofthe Em-  Popifh as well as Proteftant, in the name of fuch (
Sl as had lent an helping hand to forward his am-
bitious fchemes, as well as of thofe who had P
viewed the progrefs of his power with jealoufy
and dread. The uncommon and cordial unani-
mity with which they concurred at this junc- ’?
ture in enforcing Maurice’s demands, and in re-
commending peace, flowed from different caufes.
Such as were moft attached to the Roman catho-
lick church could not help obferviug, that the
Proteftant confederates were at the head of a
namerous army , while the Emperor was but t
juft beginning to provide for his own defence. |
T hey forefaw that great efforts would be required
of them, and would be neceflary on their part,
in order to cope with enemies, who had been
allowed to get the flart fo far, and to attain
fuch formidable power. Experience had taught
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them, that the fruit of all thefe efforts would be
reaped by the LEmperor alone, and the more
complete any victory proved which they fhould
gain, the fafter would they bind their own fet-
ters, and render them the more intolerable,
Thefe refle®tions made them cautious how they
contributed a fecond time, by their indifcreet
zeal, to put the Emperor in poffeffion of power
which would be fatal to the liberties of their
country. Notwithftanding the implacable fierce-
nefs of the {pirit of bigotry in that age, they
chofe rather that the Proteftants fhould acquire
that fecurity for their religion which they de-
manded, than by affifting Charles to opprefs
them, to give fuch additional force to the Impe-
rial prerogative, as would overturn the conftitu-
tion of the Empire. To all thefe confiderations,
the dread of feeing Germany laid wafte by a civil
war, added new force. [Vlany ftates of the Em-
pire already felt the deftrulive rage of Albert’s
arms, others dreaded it, and all wifhed for an
accommodation between the Emperor and Mau-
rice which they hoped would fave them from
that cruel fcourge.

Bogk X,
1552,

SucH were the realons that induced fo many The motives

Princes, notwith{landing the variety of their po-

which infla.
enced the

litical interefts, and the oppofition in their re-Emperor at
ligious {entiments, to unite in recommending to s junc-

the Emperor an accommmodation with Mausice,
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not only as a falutary,, but as a neceffary mea-
fure. The motives which prompted Charles to
defire it , were not fewer or of lefs weight. He
vas perfectly fenfible of the fuperiority which
the confederates had acquired through his
own negligence; and he now felt the infuffi-
ciency of his own refources to oppofe them.
His Spanifh fubjeds, difgufted at his long ab-
fence, and weary of endlefs wars, which were of
no benefit to their country, refufed to furnith
him any confiderable fupply ecither of men or
money; and although by his addrefs or impor-
tunity , he might have hoped todraw from them
at lat more effe@tual aid; that, he knew, was
too diftant to be of any fervice in the prefent
exigency of his affairs. His treafury was drain-
ed; his veteran forces were difperfed, or dif-
banded, and he could not depend much either
on the fidelity or courage of the new levied fol-
diers whom he was collecting.  There was no
hope of repeating with fuccefs the fame artifices
which had weakened and ruined the Smalkaldick
league.  As the end at which he aimed was now
known, he couid no longer employ the fpecious
pretexts ,# which had formerly concealed his am-
bitious defigns. Lvery Prince in Germany was
alarmed and on his guard; and it was vain to
think of blinding them a fecond time to fuch
a degree, as to make one part of them infiru-
ments to enflave the other.  The fpirit of a
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confederacy, whereof IVlaurice was the head,
experience had taught him, to be very different
from that of the league of Smalkalde; and
from what he had already felt, he had no reafon
to fatter himfelf that its counfels would he as
ijrrefolute, or its efforts as timid and feeble. If
he fhould refolve on continuing the war, he
might be affured, that the moft confiderable
{tates in Germany would take part in it againft
him; and a dubious neutrality was the utmoft
he could expect from the reft. While the con-
federates found full employment for bis arms
in one quarter, the King of France would feize
the favourable opportunity, and pufh on his
operations 1n another, with almoft certain fuc-
cefs. That monarch had alicady made con-
quefts in the Empire, which he was no lels eager
to recover, than impatient to be revenged on
him for aiding his malecontent fubje@s. Though
Henry had now retired from the banks of the
Rhine, he had only varied the {cene of hofti-
lities, having invaded the Low Countries with
all his forces. The Turks, roufed by the foli-
citations of the French King, as well as ftimu-
lated by refentment againlt Ferdinand for having
violated the truce in Hungary, had prepared a
powerful fleet to ravage the coafts of Naples and
Sicily, which he had left almoft defencelefs , by
calling thence the greateft part of the regular

Boox X,
1552,
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Boox X. troops to join the army which he was now al
1552. fembling.

Ferdinand ~ FERDINAND , who went in perfon to Villach,
;:;:g::fr:[:,,i“, order to lay before the Emperc'r thc;: refule
accommo- O the conferences at Paffau, had likewife rea- {
dation.  fons peculiar to himfelf for defiring an accom-
modation. 'Thefe prompted him to fecond,
with the greatet earneflinefs, the arguments
which the Princes affembled there had employed
in recommending 1t. He had obferved, not i:
without fecret fatisfaction, the fatal blow that

had been given to the defpotick power, which 12
his brother bad ufurped in the Empire. He &
was extremely folicitous to prevent Charles from f i

recovering what he had loft, as he forefaw that
he would immediately refume with frefh eager-
nefs, and with a better chance of fuccefs, his
favourite fcheme of tranfmitting that power to
his fon by excluding him from the right of fuc-
ceflion to the Imperial throne. On this ac- \
count, he was willing to contribute towards
circumf{cribing the Imperial authority, in order
to render his own pofleflion of it certain. Be- i
fides, Solyman, exafperated at the lofs of Tran- ! 5
fylvania, and ftill more at the fraudulent arts
by which it had been {eized, had ordered into
the field an army of an hundred thoufand men,
which having defeated a great body of Ferdi |

nand’s £
i
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nand’s troops, and taken feveral places of im- Boox X,
portance, threatened not only to complete the 1952:
conqueft of the province , but to drive him out
of that part of Hungary which was ftill fubject
to his jurifdiction. He was unable to refift
fuch a mighty enemy ; his brother, while engaged
i in a domeftick war, could afford him no aid ;
and he could not even hope todraw from Ger-
many the contingent, either of troops or money;
ufually furnifhed to repel the invafions of the
Infidels. Maurice, having obferved Ferdinand’s
perplexity with regard to this laft point, had
offered, if peace were re-eftablithed on a fecure
foundation, that he would march in perfon with
his troops into Hungary againft the Turks.
Such was the effect of this well-timed propofal,
that Ferdinand, deltitute of every other profpect
of relief, became the moft zealous advocate
whom the confederates could have chofen to
urge their claims, and there was hardly any
thing that they could have demanded which he
would not have chofen to grant, rather than
have retarded a pacification, to which he trufted
as the only means of faving his Hungarian
Crowi.

WHEN fo many caufes confpired in fendering Ciccumiftai
an accommodation eligible , it might have bf:eu""’ by
i expected that it would have taken place 1mme- 558
diately. But the inflexibility of the Emperor’s

Vor. 1V, H
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Boox X. temper, together with his unwillingnefs at once

1552, to relinquith objedts which he had long pur-
fued with fuch earneftnefs and affiduity, coun-
terbalanced , for fome time, the force of all the
motives which difpofed him to peace, and not
only put that event at a diltance, but feemed
to render it uncertain. When Maurice’s de-
mands , together with the letter of the mediators
at Paffau, were prefented to him, he peremp-
torily refufed to redrefs the grievances which
were pointed out, nor would he agree to any
ftipulation for the immediate fecurity of the
Proteftant religion, but propofed referring both
thefe to the determination of a future diet. On
bis part, he required , that inftant reparation
fhould be made to all who , during the prefent
war, had fuffered either by the licentioufnefs of
the confederate troops, or the exadtions of their
leaders.

Maurice’s Mavurice, who was well acquainted with the

vigorous 5 4 = 4

operations omperor’s arts, immediately concluded that he

facilitate it had nothing in view by thefe overtures but to
amufe and deceive 3 and therefore, without
litening to Ferdinand’s intreaties , he left Paffau
abruptly, and joining his troops which; were
encamped at. [Vlergentheim , a ciry in Franconia,
belonging to the knights of the Teutonick order,
he put them in motion, and renewed hoftilities.

As three thoufand men in the Emperor’s pay

—
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had thrown themlfelves into Frankfurt on the
Maine , and might from thence infelt the neigh-
1nourmg country of Hefle, he marched towa,({q
that city and laid fiege to it in form. The
brifknefs of this enterprize, and the vigour with
which Maurice carried on his appromches again{t
the town, gave fuch an alarm to the l*mpum
as difpofed him to lend a more favourable ear
to Ferdinand's arguments in behalf of an accom-
modation.  Firm and haughty as his nature
was, he found it neceffary to bend , and figni-
fied bis willingnefs to make conceﬁionq on his
part, if I\’laurice in return, would abate fome-
what of the rigour of his demands.  Ferdinand,
as foon as he perceived that his brother began
to yield , did not defift from his importunities ,
until he prevailed on him to declare what was
the utmoft that he would grant for the fecurity
of the confederates. Having gained this difli-
cult point, he inftantly difpatched a meffenger
to Maurice’s camp, and imparting to him the
Emperor’s final refolution, conjured him not to
fruftrate his endéavours for the re-eftablifhment
of peace, or, by an unfeafonable obftinacy on
his fide , to difappoint the wifhes of all Germany
for that falutary event.

Booxr X,
I§§2s

duily 17;

Mavurice, notwithftanding the profperous marice
fituation of his affairs, was ftrongly inclined to defirovs of

liften to his advice, The Emperor , thongh
H 2
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modation.
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over-reached and furprifed, had now begun to
affemble troops, and however flow his motions
might be, while the firlt effects of his confter-
nation remained, he was fenfible that Charles
muft at laft a& with vigour proportional to the
extent of his power and territories , and lead into
Germany an army formidable by its numbers,
and Rill more by the terror of his name, as well
as the remembrance of his paft vidtories. He
could fcarcely hope that a confederacy com-
pofed of fo many members would continue to
operate with fufficient union and perfeverance to
refiit the confitent and well-directed efforts of
an army. at the ablolute difpofal of a leader
accuftomed to command and to conquer. He
felt already , although he had not hitherto ex-
perienced the fhock of any adverfe event, that
he was the head of a disjointed body. He faw,
from the example of Albert of Brandenbur gh,
how difficult it would be , with all his ‘.ddlf.‘f:i
and credit , to prevent any particular member
from detaching himfelf from the whole, and
how impoffible to recal him 6 his proper rank
and fubordination. This filled him with appre-
henfions for the common caufe. Another con-
fideration gave him no lefs difquiet with regard
to his own particular interefts. By fetting at Ii-
berty the degraded Eledtor, and by repealing
the a@t depriving him of his hereditary honours

——————
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and dominions, the Emperor had it in his power Boox X.
to wound him in the moft fenfible part. The 1452.
efforts of a Prince beloved by his ancient fub-

: jedts, and revered by all the Protefltant party,

Lt in order to recover what had been unjuftly taken

from him, could hardly have failed of exciting

ers. commotions in Saxony, which would endanger
wel all that he had acquired at the expence of fo
He much diffimulation and artifice. It was no lels
m. in the Fmperor's power to render vain all the

folicitations of the confederates in behalf of the
o Landgrave. He had only to add one act of
5 0 violence more to the injuftice and rigour with
] which he had already treated him; and he had
accordingly threatened the fons of that unfortu-
Sk nate Prince, that if they perfifted in their pre-
fent enterprize , inftead of feeing their fathér
reftored to liberty, they fhould hear of his having
fuffered the punifhment which his rebellion had
merited **.

Having deliberated upon all thefe points The peace
with his affociates, Maurice thought it more? oiaon
prudent to accept of the conditions offered,at Paffau,
though lefs advantageous than thofe which he
b had propofed, than again to commit 2ll to the
doubtful ifflue of war®. He repaired forthwith

4I . t2 v . . L ab
Sleid. 571. ** Sleid. Hift. 563, &c. Thuan
lib: x. 3505.80,
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to Paffau, and figned the treaty of peace; of
which the chief articles were: That before the
twelfth day of Auguft, the confederates fhall
Jay down their arms, and difband their forces;
That on or before that day the Landgrave fhall
be fet at Liberty, and conveyed in fafety to his
caftle of Eheinfels; That a diet fhall be held
within fix months , in order to deliberate con-
cerning the moft proper and effeGual method of
preventing for the future all difputes and diffen-
fions about religion; That, in the mean time
neither the Kmperor, nor any other Prince, fhall,
upon any pretext whatever, offer any injury or
violence to fuch as adhered to the confeflion of
Auglburgh, but allow them to enjoy the free
and undifturbed exercife of their religion; That
in return, the Proteftants fhall not molelt the
Catholicks either in the exercife of their eccle-
fiaftical jurifdi®ion, orin performing their reli-
gious ceremonies ; That the Imperial chamber
fhall adminifter juftice impartially to perfons of
both parties, and Proteltants be admitted indif-
criminately with the Catholicks to fit as judges
in that court; Thatif the next diet fhould not
be able to terminate the difputes with \regard to
religion, the ftipulations in the prefent treaty in
behalf of the Proteftants, fhall continue for ever
in full force and vigour; That none of the con-
federates fhall be liable to any action on account
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of of what had happened during the courfe of the Boox X.
te war; That the confideration of thofe encroach- x552.
i ments which had been made, as [Maurice pre-
rog; tended , upon the conftitution and liberties of the
il Empire, fhall be remitted to the approaching
0 b diet; That Albert of Brandenburgh fhall be com-
held prehended in the treaty, provided he fhall ac-
con cede to it, and difband his forces before the

twelfth of Auguft®.

SucH was the memorable treaty of Paffau, reseaions
that overturned the vaft fabrick, in erecting"?o s
which Charles had employed fo many years, an@iipon the
had exerted the utmoft efforts of his power and condutt of
- fre policy 5 that aonulled all his regulations T g
' regard to religion ; defeated all his hopes of
rendering the Imperial authority abfolute and
hereditary in his family; and eftablifhed the
Proteftant church, which had hitherto fubfifted
precarioufly in Germany, through connivance,
or by expedients, upon a firm and fecure bafis.
Maurice reaped all the glory of having con-
certed and completed this unexpected revo-
lution. It is a fingular circumftance, that the
Reformation fhould be indebted for its fecurity
and full eftablifhment in Germany, to the fame
hand which had formerly brought it to the
brink of deftruction, and that both events fhould

3 . . s
** Recueil des Traités, ii. 261.
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have been accomplithed by the fame arts of
diffimulation. The ends, however, which Mau-
rice had in view, at thofe different junétures,
feem to have been more attended to than the
means by which he attained them ; and he was
now as univerfally extolled for his zeal and
publick fpirit,; as be had lately been condemned
for his indifference and interefted policy. It 1is
no lefs worthy of obfervation, that the French
King, a monarch zealous for the- Catholick
faith, fhould employ his power in order to
prote&t and maintain the Reformation in the
Empire, at the very time when he was perfe-
cuting his own Proteftant fubje@s with all the
fiercenefls of bigotry, and that the league for this
purpofe, which proved fo fatal to the Romifh
church , fhould be negociated and figned by a
Roman Catholick bithop.  So wonderful doth
the wifdom of God fuperintend and regulate the
caprice of human paffions, and render them fub-
fervient towards the accomplifhment of his own
purpofes.

LITTLE attention was paid to the interefls of
the French King during the negociations ar
Paffau. Maurice and his affociates , having
gained what they had in view, difcovered no
great folicitude about an ally, whom , perhaps,
they reckoned to be overpaid for the affiftance
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which he had given them, by his acquifitions
in Lorrain. A fhort clanfe which they pro-
cured to be inferted in the treaty, importing
that the King of France might communicate to
the confederates his partictlar pretenfions or
caufes of hoftility, which they would lay before
the Emperor, was the only fign that they gave
of their remembering how much they had been
indebted to him for their fuccefls. Henry ex-
perienced the fame treatment, which every Prince
who lends his aid to the authors of a civil war
may expe&. As foon as the rage of faction
began to fubfide, and any profpe&t of accom-
modation to open, his fervices were forgotten,
and his affociates made a merit with their fove-
reign, of the ingratitude with which they aban-
doned their protetor. But how much foever
Henry might be enraged at the perfidy of his
allies, or at the impatience with which they
haftened to make their peace with the Emperor
at his expence, he was perfe@ly fenfible that it
was more his intereft to keep well with the Ger-
manick body, than to refent the indignities of-
fered him by particular members of it. For
that reafon he difmiffed the hoftages which he
had/received from Maurice and his affociates,
and affected to talk in the fame ftrain as former-
ly, concerning his zeal for maintaining the an
cient conftitution and liberties of the Hmpire,

Boox X.

1552
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