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To the Right Honorable

JOHN LORD HERVEY,

Lord Keeper of His Majefty's Privy Seal.

My Loud,

The  public will naturally expect , that in
chufing a Patron for the Life of Cicero , I should
addrefs myfelf to fome perfon of illuftrious rank,
diftinguished by his parts and eloquence t and
bearing a principal share in the great affairs of
the Nation ; who , according to the ufual ityle
of Dedications, might be the proper fubjed of a
comparifon with the Hero of my piece. Your
Lordship’s name will confirm that expectation,,
and Your character will juitify me in running
fome length into the parallel; but my experience
of your good fenfe forbids me the attempt . For
Your Lordship knows what a difad vantage it
Would be to any charader , to be placed in the
fame light with that of Cicero ; that all fuch
companions mult be invidious and adulatory,,
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iy DEDICATION.
and that the following Hiftory will fuggeft a
reafon in every page , why no man now living
can juftly be compared with him.

I do not impute this to any fuperiority of parts
or genius , peculiar to the Ancients ; for human
nature has ever been the fame in all ages and
nations , and owes the difference of it’s improve¬
ments , to a difference only of culture , and of
the rewards propofed to it’s induftry : where
thefe are the rnoft amply provided , there we shall
always find the molt numerous and shining ex¬
amples of human perfe&ion. In old Rome, the
public honors were laid open to the virtue of
every Citizen ; which , by railing them in their
turns to the command of that mighty Empire,
produced a race of Nobles , fuperior even to
Kings. This was a profped , that filled the foul of
the ambitious , and roufed every faculty of mind
and body , to exert its utmoft force : whereas in
modern ftates men’s views being ufually confined
to narrow bounds , beyond which they cannot
pafs , and a partial culture of their talents being
fufficient to procure every thing , that their am¬
bition can afpire to , a great genius has feldom
either room or invitation to ftretch itfelf to it’s
full fize.



DEDICATION . t*

You fee , my Lord , how much I truft to your
goodnature , as well as good fenfe, when in an
Epifile dedicatory, the proper place of Panegyric,
I am depreciating your abilities, inftead of extol¬
ling them : but I remember , that it is a Hiftory,
which I am offering to Your Lordship , and it
would ill become me , in the front of fuch a
work , to expofe my veracity to any hazard : and
my head indeed is now fo full of antiquity, that
I could wish to fee the dedicatory ftyle reduced
to that claifical fimplicity, with which the ancient
writers ufed to prefent their books to their friends
or Patrons , at whofe defire they were written,
or by whofe authority they were published : for
this was the frit ufe , and the foie purpofe of a
Dedication;  and as this alfo is the real ground
of my prefent addrefs to Your Lordship , fo it
will be the belt argument of my Epiftle , and the
molt agreeable to the character of a Hiftorian,
to acquaint the public with a plain fad , that it
was Your Lordship , who firft advifed me , to
undertake the Life of Cicero ; and when from a
diffidence of my ftrength , and a nearer view of
the task , I began to think myfelf unequal to the
weight of it , Your Lorship ftill urged and
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vi DEDICATION,
exhorted me to perfift, till I had moulded it into
the form , in which it now appears.

Thus far Your Lordship was carried by that
love for Cicero , which, as one of the heft Critics
of antiquity affures us, is the undoubted proof of
a true tafte. I wish only, that the favor , which
you have fince shown to my English Cicero ,
may not detract from that praife , which is due to
Your love of the Roman : but whatever cenfure
it may draw upon Your Lordship, I cannot prevail
with myfelf to conceal, what does fo much honor
to my work ; that , before it went to the Prefs,
Your Lordship not only faw and approved , but
as the fmcerelt mark of Your approbation , cor¬
rected it. It adds no fmall credit to the Hiftory
of Polybius , that he profelfes to have been afliited
in it by Scipio and LiELius; and even Terence ’s
ftyle was made the purer, for it’s being retouched
by the fame great hands. You mult pardon me
therefore , my Lord , if , after the example of
thofe excellent Authors, I cannot forbear boafting,
that fome parts of my prefent work have been
brightened by the ftrokes of your Lordship ’s
pencil.

It  was the cultom of thofe Roman  Nobles , to



viiDEDICATION.
fpend their leifure, not in vicious pleafures , or
trifling diverfions, contrived , as we truly call it,
to kill the time ; but in converling with the cele¬
brated Wits and Scholars of the age : in encou¬
raging other people’s learning , and improving
their own : and here Your Lordship imitates them
with fuccefs, and for love of letters and polite-
nefs may be compared with the Nobleft of them.
For your houfe , like theirs , is open to men of
parts and merit ; where I have admired Your
Lordship’s agreeable manner of treating them all
in their own way , by introducing queftions in
literature and varying them fo artfully, as to give
every one an opportunity , not only of bearing a
part , but of leading the converfation in his turn.
In thefe liberal exercifes You drop the cares of
the Statefman; relieve Your fatigues in the Senate ;
and ftrengthen Your mind , while You relax it.

Encomiums of this kind, upon perfons of Your
Lordship’s quality , commonly pafs for words of
courfe , or a fashionable language to the Great,
and make little impreffion on men of fenfe, who
know learning , not to be the fruit of wit or
parts , for there Your Lordship’s title would be
unqueflionable , but an acquilition of much labor
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viii  DEDICATION.

and ftudy , which the Nobles of our days are
apt to look upon , as inconfiftent with the eafe
and fplendor of an elevated fortune , and generally
leave to men of profeffions and inferior Life. But
Your Lordship has a different way of thinking , and
by Your education in a public School and Univer-
fity, has learnt from Your earlieft youth , that no
fortune can exempt a man from pains , who de-
fires to diftinguish himfelf from the vulgar : and
that it is a folly in any condition of life, to afpire
to a fuperior character, without a fuperior virtue
and induftry to fupport it. "What time therefore
others bellow upon their fports , or pleafures , or
the lazy indolence of a luxurious life , Your
Lordship applies to the improvement of Your
knowledge , and in thofe early hours , when all
around You are hushed in sleep , feize the op¬
portunity of that quiet , as the molt favorable
feafon of ftudy , and frequently fpend an ufeful
day , before others begin to enjoy it.

I am faying no more , my Lord , than what I
know , from my conftant admiffion to Your Lord-
ship in my morning-vifits, before good manners
would permit me to attempt a vifit any where
elfe ; where I have found You commonly



DEDICATION . ix
engaged with the Claffical writers of Greece  or
Rome ; and converfing with thofe very dead „
with whom Scipio and Lzelius ufed to converfe
fo familiarly when living. Nor does Your Lord-
ship alfume this part for oftentation or anrufement
only, but for the real benefit both of Yourfelf
and others ; for I have feen the folid effects of
Your reading , in your judicious refle&ions on the
policy of thofe ancient Governments , and have
felt Your weight even in controverfy , on fome of
the moft delicate parts of their Hiftory.

There is another circumftance peculiar to Your
Lordship , which makes this task of Study the
eafier to You , by giving You not only the great¬
er health , but the greater leifure to purfue it ; I
mean that Angular temperance in diet , in which
Your Lordship perfeveres with a conftancy , fu-
perior to every temptation , that can excite an
appetite to rebel ; and shows a firmnefs of mind,
that fubjects every gratification of fenfe to the
rule of right reafon. Thus with all the accom¬
plishments of the Nobleman , You lead the life of
a Philofopher ; and while You shine a principal
ornament of the Court , You practife the difci-
pline of the College.



X DEDICATION.

In old Rome there were no hereditary honors;
but when the virtue of a family was extinct , it’s
honor was extinguished too ; fo that no man,
how nobly foever bom , could arrive at any
dignity , who did not win it by his perfonal me¬
rit : and here again Your Lordship feems to have
emulated that ancient fpirit ; for though born to
the firft honors of Your country , yet declaiming
as it were Your birthright , and putting Yourfelf
upon the foot of a Roman, You were not content
with inheriting, but refolved to import new dig¬
nities into Your family; and after the example
of Your Noble Father , to open Your own way
into the fupreme Council of the Kingdom. In
this auguft Aflembly , Your Lordship difplays
thofe shining talents , by which You acquired a
feat in it , in the defence of our excellent Eftab-
lishment ; in maintaining the rights of the people,
yet aherting the prerogative of the Crown ; mea-
furing- them both by the equal balance of the
laws ; which by the provident care of our An-
ceftors , and the happy fettlement at the Revolu¬
tion , have fo fixed their juft limits , and mode¬
rated the extent of their influence , that they
mutually defend and preferve , but can never de-
ftroy each other without a general ruin.



In a nation like ours , which from the natural

effect of freedom , is divided into  oppofite parties,
though particular attachments to certain princi¬
ples, or friendships with certain men , will fome-
times draw the belt Citizens into meafures of a

fubordinate kind , which they cannot wholly
approve ; yet whatever envy Your Lordship may
incur on that account , You will be found , on
all occafions of trial , a true friend to our confti-
tution both in Church and State : which I have
heard You demonftrate with great force , to be
the bulwark of our common peace and profperity.
From this fundamental point , no engagements
will ever move , or intereff draw You ; and
though men inflamed by oppofition are apt to
charge each other with defigns , which were
never dreamt of perhaps by either fide , yet if
there be any , who know fo little of You , as to
diftruft Your principles , they may depend at
leaft on Your judgment , that it can never fuffer
a perfon of Your Lordship’s rank , born to fo
large a share of the property , as well as the
honors of the nation , to think any private intereff
an equivalent , for confenting to the ruin of the
public.



xii DEDICATION.
I mention this , my Lord , as an additional

reafon for prefenting You with the Life of Cicero:
for were I not perfuaded of Your Lordship’s fin-
cere love of liberty , and zeal for the happinefs
of Your fellow - citizens , it would be a reproach
to You to put into Your hands the Life of a
man , who in all the variety of his admirable
talents , does not shine fo glorious in any , as in
his conftant attachment to the true interefts of
his country , and the noble ftruggle that he
fuftained, at the expenfe even of his Life , to
avert the impending tyranny , that finally op-
prefied it.

But I ought to ask Your Lordship’s pardon
for dwelling fo long upon a character, which
is known to the whole Kingdom , as well as to
myfelf ; not only by the high Office, which
You fill, and the eminent dignity that You bear
in it , but by the fprightly compofitions of various
kinds , with which Your Lordship has often en¬
tertained it. It would be a prefumption , to
think of adding any honor to Your Lordship by
my pen , after You have acquired fo much by
Your own. The chief defign of my Epiltle is,
to give this public teftimony of my thanks for

/



xiiiDEDICATION,
the fignal marks of friendship , with which Your
Lordship has long honored me ; and to intereft
Your name , as far as I can , in the fate and
fuccefs of my work ; by letting the world know,
what a share You had in the production of it;
that it owed it’s being to Your encouragement;
corrednefs to Your pencil ; and what many will
think the moft fubftantial benefit , it’s large fub-
fcription to Your authority . For though , in
this way of publishing it , I have had the pleafure
to . find myfelf fupported by a noble lift of ge¬
nerous friends , who without being folicited , or
even asked by me , have promoted my fubfcrip-
tion with an uncommon zeal , yet Your Lord-
ship has diftinguished Yourfelf the mod : emi¬
nently of them , in contributing not only to the
number , but the fplendor of the names , that
adorn it.

Next to that little reputation , with which
the public has been pleafed to favor me , the
benefit of this fubfcription is the chief fruit , that
I have ever reaped from my ftudies . I am indebted
for the firft to Cicero , for the fecond to Your
Lordship : it was Cicero , who inftrufted me to
write ; Your Lordship , who rewards me for



xiv DEDICATION,

writing : the fame motive therefore , which in¬
duced me to attempt the hiltory of the one,
engages me to dedicate it to the other that I
may exprefs my gratitude to you both , in the
moft effectual manner that I am able, by celebrating
the memory of the dead , and acknowledging the
generality of my living Benefactor.

I have received great civilities , on feveral oc-
cafions, from many Noble perfons , of which I
shall ever retain a molt grateful fenfe ; but your
Lordship’s accumulated favors have long ago rifen
up to the character of obligations , and made it
my perpetual duty , as it had always been my
ambition , to profefs myfelf with the greateft
truth and refpeCt,

My Lord,

Your Lordship’s

Molt obliged and

Devoted Servant,

Conyers Middleton



/

PREFACE.

There  is no part of Hiftory , which feems
capable of yielding either more inftrudion or en¬
tertainment , than that which oilers to us the feled
lives of great and virtuous men , who have made
an eminent figure on the public ftage of the world.
In thefe we fee at one view , what the annals of
a whole age can afford , that is worthy of notice ;
and in the wide field of univerfal Hiftory , flap¬
ping as it were over the barren places , gather all
it ’s flowers , and poflefs ourfelves at once of every
thing that is good in it.

But there is one great fault , which is commonly
obfeived in the writers of particular lives , that
they are apt to be partial and prejudiced in favor
of their fubjed , and to give us a panegyric , in-
ftead of a Hiftory . They work up their charaders,
as Painters do their Portraits ; taking the praife of
their art to confift , not in copying , but in adorn¬
ing nature ; not in drawing a juft refemblance »
but in giving a fine pidure ; or exalting the man
into the Hero : and this indeed teems to flow from
the nature of the thing itfelf ; where the verv in¬
clination to write is generally grounded on a pre-
poffefiion , and an affedion already contraded for
the perfon , whofe hiftory \ye are attempting ; an$
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when we fit down to it with the difpofition of a
friend , it is natural for us , to call a lhade over his
failings ; to give the ftrongeft coloring to his vir¬
tues ; and out of a good character , to endeavour
to draw a perfect one.

I am fenfible , that this is the common prejudice
of Biographers , and have endeavoured therefore,
to diveft myfelf of it , as far as I was able ; yet
dare not take upon me to affirm , that I have kept
myfelf wholly clear from it ; but jfhall leave the
decifion of that point to the judgment of the
reader : for I mull be fo ingenuous as to own ,
that when I formed the plan of this work , I was
previoufly poffeffed with a very favorable opinion
of Cicero ; which , after the ftridteft fcrutiny , has
been greatly confirmed and heightened in me : and
in the cafe of a Ihining character , fuch as Cicero ’s ,
I am perfuaded , will appear to be , it is certainly
more pardonable to exceed rather in our praifes of
it , out of a zeal for illuftrious merit , than to be
referved in doing juftice to it , through a fear of
being thought partial . But that I might guard myfelf
equally from both the extremes , I have taken care
always to leave the facts to fpeak for themfelves ,
and to affirm nothing of any moment without an
authentic teftimony to fupport it ; which yet , if
confulted in the original at it’s full length , will
commonly add more light and ftrength to what is
advanced , than the fragments quoted in the mar¬
gin , and the brevity of notes would admit.

But
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But whatever prejudices may be fufpeded to
adhere to the writer , it is certain , that in a work-
of this nature , he would have many more to com¬
bat in the reader . The fcene of it is laid in a place
and age , which are familiar to ns from our child¬
hood : we learn the names of all the chief adors
at fchool , and chufe our feveral favorites according
to our tempers or fancies ; and when we are lead
able to judge of the merit of them , form diflind
characters of each , which we frequently retain
through life. Thus Marius , Sylla , Ctefar , Pompey,
Cato , Cicero , Brutus , Antony , have all their
feveral advocates , zealous for their fame , and ready
even to quarrel for the fuperiority of their virtues.
But among the celebrated names of antiquity , thofe
of the great Conquerors and Generals attrad our
admiration always the mod , and imprint a notion
of magnanimity , and power , and capacity for do¬
minion , fuperior to that of other mortals : we look
upon fuch , as dedined by heaven for Empire ,
and born to trample on their fellow - creatures ,
without reflecting on the numerous evils , which
are neceffary to the acquifition of a glory , which
is built upon the fubverfion of nations , and the
deflrudion of the human fpecies. Yet thefe are
the only perfons , who are thought to fhine in
Hidory , or to merit the attention of the reader;
dazzled with the fplendor of their vidories , and
the pomp of their Triumphs , we confider then*
as the pride and ornaments of the Roman name $

b
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•while the pacific and civil character , though of all
others the moR beneficial to mankind , wbofe foie
ambition is , to fupport the laws , the rights ancl
liberty of his Citizens , is looked upon as humble and
contemptible on the comparifon , for being forced
to truckle to the power of thefe Oppreffors of
their country.

In the following Hiftory therefore , if I have
happened to affirm any thing , that contradicts the
common opinion , and ffiocks the prejudices of
the reader , I mull defire him to attend diligently
to the authorities on which it is grounded ; and if
thefe do not give fatisfaction , to fufpend his judge¬
ment Rill to the end of the work ; in the progrefs
of which , many faCts will be cleared up , that may
appear at firfi perhaps uncertain and precarious :
and in every thing efpecially , that relates to Cicero,
1 would recommend to him , to contemplate the
whole character , before he thinks himfelf qualified
to judge of it’s feparate parts , on which the whole
will always be found the fureR comment.

Quintilian has given us an excellent rule , in the
very cafe ; that we fliould be modeR and circum-
fpedt , in paffing a judgment on men fo illuflri-
ous , leR , as it happens to the generality of cenfur-
ers , we be found at laR to condemn , what we do
not underfland ’. There is another reflection like-
wife very obvious , which yet feldom has it’s due
weight ; that a writer on any part of HiRory ,
Which he has made his particular Rudy , may be
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prefumed to be better acquainted with it , than the
generality of his readers ; and when he aflerts a
fadt , that does not feem to be well grounded , it
may fairly be imputed , till a good reafon appears
to the contrary , to a more extenfive view of his
fubjedt ; which , by making it clear to himfelf , is
apt to perfuade him , that it is equally clear to
every body elfe ; and that a fuller explication of
it would confequently be unneceffary . If thefe con-
fideradons , which are certainly reafonable , have
but their proper influence , I flatter myfelf , that
there will be no juft caufe to accufe me of any
culpable biafs in my accounts of things or perfons ,
or of any other favor to the particular character of
Cicero , than what common humanity will naturally
bellow upon every character , that is found upon
the whole to be both great and good.

In drawing the charadters of a number of perfons ,
who all lived in the fame City , at the fame time;
trained by the fame difeipline , and engaged in the
fame purfuits ; as there muft be many fimilar ftrokes,
and a general refemblance in them all , fo the chief
difficulty will be , to prevent them from running
into too great an uniformity . This I have endea¬
voured to do , not by forming ideal pidlures , or
fuch as would pleafe or furprife ; but by attending
to the particular fadls , which hiftory has delivered
of the men , and tracing them to their fource , or
to thefe correfpondent affedlions , from which they
derived their birth : for thefe are the diftinguifhing
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features of the feveral perfons ; which , when duly
reprefented , and placed in their proper light , will
not fail to exhibit that precife difference , in which
the peculiarity of each character confifts.

As to the nature of my work , though the title
of it carries nothing more , than the Hiftory of
Cicero ’s Life , yet it might properly enough be
called , the Hiftory of Cicero ’s Times : fince from
his firft advancement to the public Magiftracies,
there was "not any thing of moment tranfaded in
the ftate , in which he did not bear an eminent
part : fo that , to make the whole work of a piece,
I have given a fummary account of the Roman
affairs , during the time even of his minority ; and
agreeably to what I promifed in my propofals ,
have carried on a feries of Hiftory , through a period
of above ftxty years , which for the importance of
the extents , and the dignity of the perfons concern¬
ed in them , is by far the moft interefting of any
in the Anna Is of Rome.

In the execution of this defign , I have purfued,
as clofely as I could , that very plan , which Cicero
himfelf had fketched out , for the model of a com¬
plete Hiftory . Where he lays it down as a funda¬
mental law , cc that the writer Ihould not dare to
“ affirm what was falfe , or to fupprefs what xvas
“  true ; nor give any fufpicion either of favor or

“ difaffedion : that in the relation of fads , he Ihould
“ obferve the order of time , and fometimes add
“ the defeription of places ; Ihould firft explain the
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“ counfels ; then the acts ; and laftly the events of
« things : that in the counfels , he (hould interpofe
cc his own judgment on the merit of them ; in
cc the ads , relate not only what was done , but
“  how it was done ; in the events , fliow what

“  lhare chance , or ralhnefs , or prudence had in

“ them : that he Ihould defcribe likewife the parti-
tc  cular charaders of all the great perfons , who
“  bear any confiderable part in the ftory ; and

*c fhould drefs up the whole in a clear and equable

“ftyle , without affeding any ornament , orfeeking
“ any other praife but of perfpicuity . ” Thefe were
the rules that Cicero had drawn up for himfelf t
when he was meditating a general Hiftory of his
Country , as 1 have taken occafion to mention
more at large in it’s proper place.

But as I have borrowed my plan , fo I have
drawn my materials alfo from Cicero : whofe works
are the moft authentic monuments that remain to
us , of all the great tranfadions of that age ; being
the original accounts of one , who himfelf was not
only a fpedator , but a principal ador in them.
There is not a fingle part of his writings , which
does not give fome light , as well into his own
Hiftory , as into that of the Republic : but his
familiar Letters , and above all thofe to Atticus ,
may juftly be called the memoirs of the times ; for
they contain , not only a diftindaccount .of every
memorable event , but lay open the fprings and
motives , whence each of them proceeded ; fothat,
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as a polite writer , who lived in that very age , and
perfectly knew the merit of thefe Letters , fays ,
the man who reads them , will have no occafion
for any other Hiftory of thofe times *,

l\ ly firffc bufinefs therefore , after 1 had under¬
taken this ta(k , was to read over Cicero ’s works ,
with no other view , than to extra # from them all
the paffages that feemed to have any relation to my
defign : where the tedioufnefs of colledting an infi¬
nite number of teffimoni .es fcattered through many
different volumes ; of forting them into their claffes ,
and ranging them in proper order ; the neceility
of overlooking many in the firff fearch , and the
trouble of retrieving them in a fecoqd or third ;
and the final omiffion of feveral through forget-
fulnefs or inadvertency ; have helped to abate that
wonder , which had often occurred to me , why
no man had ever attempted the fame work before
me , or at leaf! in this enlarged and comprehenfive
form , in which it is now offered to the public.

In my ufe of thefe materials , I have chofen to
infert as many of them as I could , into the body
of my work ; imagining , that it would give both
a luftre and authority to a fentiment , to deliver it
in the perfon and the very words of Cicero : efpe-
cially , if they could be managed fo , as not to ap¬
pear to be fewed on like fplendid patches , but
woven originally into the text , as the genuine parts
of it . With this view I have taken occafion to
introduce feveral of his Letters , with large ^xtradls
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from fuch of his Orations , as give any particular
light into the facts , or cuftoms , or characters de-
fcribed in the Hiftory , or which feemed on any
other account to be curious and entertaining . The
frequent introduction of thefe may be charged per¬
haps to lazinefs , and a defign of fhortening my
pains , by filling up my ftory with Cicero ’s words
inftead of my own : but that was not the cafe ; nor
has this part of the talk been the eafieft to me ; as
thofe will readily believe , who have ever attempt¬
ed to tranfiate the Claffical writers of Greece and
Rome : where the difficulty is , not fo much to give
their fenfe , as to give it in their language ; that is ,
in fuch as is analogous to it , or what they might
be fuppofed to fpeak , if they were living at this
time ; fince a fplendor of ftyle , as well as of fen-
timents , is necelfary to fupport the idea of a fine
writer . While I am reprefenting Cicero therefore
as the moft eloquent of the ancients , flowing with
a perpetual eafe and delicacy , and fullnefs of ex-
preflion , it would be ridiculous to produce no
other fpecimen of it , but what was ftiff and forced,
and offenfive to a polite  reader : yet this is generally
the cafe of our modern verfions ; where the finb
wits of antiquity are made to fpeak fuch Englifli,
as an hnglifhman of tafte would be afliamed to write
on any original fubjeCt. Verbal tranflations are
always inelegant 3, and neceflarily deftroy all the
beauty of language ; yet by departing too wantonly
from the letter , we are apt to vary the fenfe , and

b 4
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mingle fomewhat of our own : tranflators of low
genius never reach beyond thefirft ; but march from
word to word , without making the lead: excurfion ,
for fear of lofing themfelves ; while men of fpirit,
who prefer the fecond , ufually contemn the mere
talk of tranflating , and are vain enough to think
of improving their Author . 1 have endeavoured to
take the middle way ; and made it my firft care
always , to preferve the fentiment ; and my next ,
to adhere to the words , as far as I was able to
exprefs them , in an eafy and natural ftyle ; which
I have varied ftill agreeably to the different fubjecfl,
or the kind of writing , on which I was employed ;
and Iperfuade myfelf , that the many original pieces,
which I have tranflated from Cicero , as they are cer¬
tainly the moil firming , fo will be found alfo the
noli ufeful parts of my work , by introducing the
reader the oftener into the company of one , with
whom no man ever converfed , as a very eminent
writer tells us , without coming away the better
for it *■

After I had gone through my review of Cicero ’s
writings , my next recourfe was to the other
Ancients , both Greeks and Romans , who had
touched upon the affairs of that age. Thefe ferved
me chiefly , to fill up the interftices of general
Hiftory , and to illuflrate feveral paflages , which
were but flightly mentioned by Cicero ; as well as
to add fome ftories and circumflances , which tra¬
dition had preferved , concerning either Cicero
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himfelf , or any of the chief adtors , whofe characters
I had delineated.

But the Greek Hiftorians , who treat profelTedly
of thtfe times , Plutarch , Appian , Dio , though
they are all very ufeful for illuftrating many im¬
portant facts of ancient hiftory , which would other-
wife have been loft , or imperfectly tranfmitted to
us , are not yet to be read without fome caution;
as being ftrangers to the language , and cuftoms of
Rome ; and liable to frequent miftakes , as well as
fubject to prejudices in their relation of Roman
affairs. Plutarch lived from the reign of Claudius ,
to that of Hadrian ; in which he died very old ,
in the poffedion of the Priefthood of the Delphic
Apollo : and though he is fuppofed to have re-
fided in Rome near forty years at different times,
yet he never Teems to have acquired a fufficient
fkill in the Roman language , to qualify himfelf for
the compiler of a Roman Hiftory . But if we fhould
allow him all the talents requifite to a Hiftorian,
yet the attempt of writing the lives of all the illus¬
trious Greeks and Romans , was above the flrength
of any fingle man , of what abilities and leifure-
foever ; much more of one , who , as he himfelf
tells  us , was fo engaged in public bufinefs , and in
giving ledtures of philofophy to the great men of
Rome , that,he had not time to make himfelf mailer
of the Latin tongue ; nor to acquire any other
knowledge of it ’s words , than what he had gra¬
dually learnt by a previous ufe and experience of
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things his work therefore , from the very nature
of it , mud needs be fuperficial and impeded , and
the Iketch rather than the completion of a great
defign.

This we find to be actually true in his account of
Cicero ’s life , where b.efides the particular miftakes ,
that have been charged upon him by other writers ,
we fee all the marks of hafte , inaccuracy , and want
of due information , from the poverty and perplexity
of the whole performance . He huddles over Cicero ’s
greateft ads in a fummary and negligent manner,
yet dwells upon his dreams and his jells , which for
the greateft part were probably fpurious ; and in the
laft fcene of his life , which was of all the moft
glorious , when the whole counfels of the Empire,
and the fate and liberty of Rome relied on his
fhoulders , there he is more particularly trifling and
empty ; where he had the faireft opportunity of
difplaying his charader to advantage , as well as of
illuftrating a curious part of Hillory , which has not
well been explained by any writer ; though there
are the ampleft materials for it in Cicero ’s Letters
and Philippic Orations , of which Plutarch appearsto have made little or no ufe.

Appian flourilhed likewife in the reign of Hadri¬
an *, and came to Rome probably about the time of
Plutarch ’s death , while his works were in every
body ’s hands ; which he had made great ufe of , and
feems to have copied very clofely in the moft confi-
derable paffages of his hillory.
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D io Caflius lived ftill later , from the time of the
Antonines to that of .Alexander Severus ; and befides
the exceptions , that lie againft him in common with
the other ‘two , is obferved to have conceived a
particular prejudice againft Cicero ; whom he treats
on all occafions with the utmolt malignity . The
molt obvious caufe of it feems to be , his envy to
a man , who for arts and eloquence was thought to
eclipfe the fame of Greece ; and by explaining all the
parts of Philofophy to the Romans in their own
language , had fuperfeded in fome meafure the ufe
of the Greek learning and lectures at Rome , to
which the hungry wits of that nation owed both
their credit and their bread . Another reafon , not
lefs probable , may be drawn likewife from Dio ’s
character and principles , which were wholly oppor
fite to thofe of Cicero : heflourifhed under the mod
tyrannical of the Emperors , by whom he was ad«
vanced to great dignity ; and being the creature of
defpotic power , thought it a proper compliment to
it , to depreciate a name , fo highly revered for it’s
patriotifm ; and whofe writings tended to revive
that ancient Zealand fpirit of liberty , for which the
people of Rome were once fo celebrated : for we
find him taking all occafions in his Hiftory , to prefer
an abfolute and monarchical government , to a free
and democratical one , as the moffc beneficial to the
Roman ftate ’.

Thefe were the grounds of Dio ’s malice to Cicero,
which is exerted often fo abfurdly , that it betrays
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and confutes itfelf. Thus in the debates of the fenate
about Antony , he dreffes up a fpeech for Fufius
Calenus , filled with all the obfcene and brutal
ribaldry againft Cicero , that a profligate myid
could invent ; as if it were poffible to perfuade any
man of fenfe , that fuch infamous fluff could be
fpoken in the Senate , at a time , when Cicero had
an entire afcendant in it , who at no time ever fuffer-
ed the leafl infult upon his honor , without chaftif-
ing the aggreffor for it upon the fpot : whereas
Cicero ’s fpeeches in thefe very debates , which are
ftill extant , fhow , that though they were managed
with great warmth of oppofition , yet it was
always with decency of language between him and
Calenus ; whom while he reproves and admonifhes
with his ufual freedom , yet he treats with civility ,
and fometimes even with compliments *.

But a few paffages from Dio himfelf will evince
the juflice of this cenfure upon him : “ he calls
“ Cicero ’s father , a Fuller , who yet got his liyeli-
ie hood , he fays , by dreffing other people ’s vines
tl  and olives ; that Cicero was born and bred amidfl
“ the fcourings of old clothes , and the filth of

dunghills ; that he was mafter of no liberal fcience,
te nor ever did a fingle thing in his life , worthy
“ of a great man , or an Orator : that he proftituted
“ his wife ; trained up his fon in drunkennefs ; com-
£‘ mitted inceft with his daughter ; lived in adultery“ with Cerellia ; whom he owns at the fame time to

be feventy years old ” all which palpable lies,



with many more of the fame fort , that he tells of
Cicero , are yet full as credible as what he declares
afterwards of himfelf , that he was admonifhed and
commanded by a vifion from heaven , againft his
own will and inclination , to undertake the talk of
writing his Hiftory ‘°.

Upon thefe colledions from Cicero and the other
Ancients , I finilhed the firfl draught of my Hiftory,
before I began to inquire after the modern writers,
who had treated the fame fubjed before me , either
in whole or in part . I was unwilling to look into
them fooner , left they fiiould fix any prejudice in-
fenfibly upon me , before I had formed a diftind
judgment on the real ftate of the fads , as they
appeared to me from their original records . For in
writing Hiftory , as in Travels , inftead of tranfcri-
bing the relations of thofe , who have trodden the
fame ground before us , we lhould exhibit a feries
of obfervations , peculiar to ourfelves ; fuch as the
fads and places fuggefted to our own minds from
an attentive furvey of them , without regard to
what any one elfe may have delivered about them :
and though in a produdion of this kind , where the
fame materials are common to all , many things mud
neceffarily be faid , which had been obferved already
by others ; yet if the author has any genius , there
will always be enough of what is new , to diftin-
guilh it as an original work , and to give him a right
to call it his own , which I flatter myfelf will be
allowed to me in the following Hiftory . In this
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inquiry after the modern pieces , which had any
connexion with my argument , I got notice prefent-
ly of a greater number than 1 expeded , which bore
the title of Cicero ’s life ; but upon running over as
many of them as I could readily meet with , I was
cured of my eagernefs for hunting out the reft ; fince
I perceived them to be nothing elfe but either tri¬
fling panegyrics on Cicero ’s general charader , or
imperfed abftrads of his principal ads , thrown
together within the compafs of a few pages in
duodecimo.

There are two books , however , which have been
of real ufe to me , Sebaftiani Corradi Quaeftura , and
M . T . Ciceronis Hiftoria a Francifco Fabricio : the
firft was the work of an Italian Critic of eminent
learning , who fpent a great part of his life in ex¬
plaining Cicero ’s writings ; but it is rather an apolo¬
gy for Cicero , than the Hiftory of his life ; it’s chief
end being to vindicate Cicero ’s charader from all
the objedions , that have ever been made to it ;
and particularly from the mifreprefentations of Plu¬
tarch , and the calumnies of Dio . The piece is learn¬
ed and ingenious , and written in good Latin ; yet
the dialogue is carried on with fo harlh and forced
an Allegory , of a Quaeftor or Treafurer producing
the feveral teftimonies of Cicero ’s ads , under the
form of genuine money , in oppofition to the fpurious
coins of the Greek Hiftorians , that none can read
it with pleafure , few with patience : the obferva-
tions , however , are generally juft and well-grounded,
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“F except that the Author ’s zeal for Cicero ’s honor gets
1(- the better fometimes of his judgment , and draws
)rc him into a defence of his conduct , where Cicero
35 himfelf has even condemned it.
■as Fabricius ’s Hiftory is prefixed to feveral editions
ce of Cicero’s works , and is nothing more than a bare
ri- detail of his adts and writings , digefted into exadt
or order , and diftinguifhed by the years of Rome and
m of Cicero ’s life , without any explication or com-
in ment , but what relates to the fettlement of the time,

which is the foie end of the work . But as this is
n executed with diligence and accuracy , fo it has
1 eafed me of a great fhare of that trouble , which I
s muft otherwife have had , in ranging my materials
it into their proper places ; in which talk , however , I
s- have always taken care to confult alfo the Annals
o- of Pighius.
ief I did not forget likewife to pay a due attention
all to the French Authors , whofe works happened to

coincide with any part of mine ; particularly , the
a- Hiftory of the two Triumvirates ; of the Revoki¬
n' tions of the Roman Government ; and of the Exile
et of Cicero — which are all of them ingenious and
d ufeful ; and have given a fair account of the general
» ftate of the fadts , which they profefs to illuftrate.
e But as I had already been at the fountain - head ,
5 Whence they had all drawn their materials , fo the

i chief benefit , that I received from them , was to
make me review with ftridfer care the particular

j paffages , in which I differed from them ; as well
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as to remind me of fome few things , which I had
omitted , or touched perhaps more flightly than they
deferved . But the Author of the Exile has treated
his argument the molt accurately of them , by fup-
porting his ftory , as he goes along , with original
teftimonies from the old authors ; which is the only
way of writing Hiftory that can .give fatisfadtion,
or carry convidtion along with it , by laying open
the ground on which it is built ; without which
Hiftory affumes the air of Romance , and makes
no other impreffion , than in proportion to our
opinion of the judgment and integrity of the,
Compiler.

There is a little piece alfo in our own language,
called , Obfervations on the life of Cicero ; which
though it gives a very different account of Cicero,
from what I have done , yet I could not but read
with pleafure , for the elegance and fpirit with which
it is written , by one who appears to be animated
with a warm love of virtue . But to form our notions
of a great man , from fome flight paflages of his
writings or feparate points of conduct , without
regarding their connexion with the whole , or the
figure , that they make in his general character , is
like examining things in a microfcope , which were
made to be furveyed in the grofs : every mole rifes
into a mountain , and the leaf! fpotinto a deformi¬
ty ; which vanifh again into nothing , when we
contemplate them through their proper medium ,
and in their natural light . 1 perfuade myfelf there¬

fore
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fore that a perfon of this writer ’s good fenfe and
principles , when he has confidered Cicero ’s whole
Hidory , will conceive a more candid opinion of
the man , who after a life fpent in a perpetual drug¬
gie again ft vice , faction and tyranny , fell a Martyr
at lad to the liberty of his country.

As I have had frequent occafion to recommend
the ufe of Cicero ’s Letters to Atticus , for their
giving the cleared light into the Hidory of thofe
times ; fo I mud not forget to do judice to the
pains of one , who by an excellent tranflation and
judicious comment upon them , has made that ufe
more obvious and acceflfible to all : I mean the
learned Mr . Mongault ; who not content with
retaining the remarks of other Commentators , or
out of the rubbifh of their volumes , with feledting
the bed , enters upon his talk with the fpirit of a true
Critic , and by the force of his own genius , has
happily illudrated many palfages , which all the in¬
terpreters before him had given up as inexplicable.
But fince the obfcurity of thefe Letters is now in
great meafure removed by the labors of this Gentle¬
man , and efpecially to his own Countrymen , for
whofe particular benefit , and in whofe language he
writes ; one cannot help wondering , that the Jefuits,
CatrouandRouille , Ihould not think it worth while,
by the benefit of bis pains , to have made them-
felves better acquainted with them ; which , as far as
I am able to judge from the little part of their Hido-
ly , that I have had the curiofity to look into,

VOL . I . C
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■would have prevented feveral miftakes , which they
have committed , with regard both to the fails and
perfons of the Ciceronian age.

But inftead of making free with other people ’s
miftakes , it would become me perhaps better to
befpeak fome favor for my own . A Hiftorian , fays
Diodorus Siculus , may eafily be pardoned for flips
of ignorance , fince all men are liable to them , and
the truth hard to be traced from paft and remote
ages : but thofe , who negled to inform themfelves,
and through flattery to fome , or hatred to others,
knowingly deviate from the truth , juftly deferve
to be cenfured . For my part , I am far from pretend¬
ing to be exempt from errors : all that I can fay,
is , that I have committed none willfully , and ufed
all the means , which occurred to me , of defend¬
ing myfelf againft them : but ftnce there is not a
Angle Hiftory , either ancient or modern , that I
have confulted on this occafion , in which I cannot
point out feveral , it would be arrogant in me to
imagine , that the fame inadvertency , or negligence,
or want of judgment , may not be difcovered alfo
in mine : if any man therefore will admonifh me of
them with candor , I fhall think myfelf obliged to
him , as a friend to my work , for aflifting me to
make it more perfed , and confequently more
ufeful : for my chief motive in undertaking it was,
not to ferve any particular caufe , but to do a ge¬
neral good , by offering to the public the example
of a charader , -which of all , that I am acquainted
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With in Antiquity , is the moft accomplilhed with
every talent , that can adorn civil life ; and the beft
fraught with leffons of prudence and duty for all
Conditions of men , from the Prince to the private
Scholar.

If my pains therefore Ihould have the effedt,
which I propofe , of raifmg a greater attention to
the name and writings of Cicero , and making them
better underftood and more familiar to our youth ;
I cannot fail of gaining my end : for the next ftep
to admiring , is , to imitate ; and it is not poffible
to excite an affection for Cicero , without inftilling
an affedtion at the fame time for every thing that is
laudable : fince how much foever people may differ
in their opinion of his condudt , yet all have con-
ftantly agreed in their judgment of his works ; that
there are none now remaining to us from the Hea,
then world , that fo beautifully difplay , and fo
forcibly recommend all thofe generous principles ,
that tend to exalt and perfedi human nature , the
love of virtue , liberty , our country , and of all
mankind.

I cannot fupport this reflection by a better author¬
ity , than that of Erafmus ; who , having contradl-
ed fome prejudices againft Cicero when young ,
makes a recantation of them when old , in the fol¬
lowing paffage of a Letter to his friend Ulattenus " .

“ When I was a boy , fays he , I was fonder of
Seneca , than of Cicero ; and till I was twenty years
old , could not bear to fpend any time in reading

C 2
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him ; while all the other writers of Antiquity ge¬
nerally pleafed me. Whether my judgment be im¬
proved by age , I know not ; but am certain that
Cicero never pleafed me fo much , when I was fond
of thofe juvenile fludies , as he does now , when
I am grown old ; not only for the divine felicity
of his ftyle , but the fandity of his heart and morals:
in fhort he has infpired my foul , and made me feel
myfelf a better man . I make no fcruple therefore,
to exhort our youth , to fpend their hours in read¬
ing and getting his books by heart , rather than in
the vexatious fquabbles and peevifh controverfies,
with which the world abounds . For my part ,
though I am now in the decline of life , yet as foon
as I have finifhed what I have in hand , I flrall
think it no reproach to me , to feek a reconciliation
with my Cicero , and renew an old acquaintance
with him , which for many years has been unhap¬
pily intermitted . ”

Before I conclude this Preface it will not be im¬
proper to add a fhort abftrad , or general Idea of
the Roman government , from it’s firft inftitution
by Romulus , to the time of Cicero ’s birth ; that
thofe who have not been converfant in the affairs
of Rome , may not come entire ftrangers to the
fubjed of the following Hiftory.

The Conftitution of Rome is very often celebrat¬
ed by Cicero , and other writers , as the moft per-
fed of all governments ; being happily tempered
and compofed of the three different forts , that are



PREFACE. XXXVH

ufually diftinguifihed from each other ; the Mo¬
narchical , the Ariftocratical,and the Popular Their
King was eledted by the people , as the Head of the
Republic ; to be their leader in war , the guardian
of the laws in peace : the Senate was his council 9
chofen alfo by the people , by whofe advice he was
obliged to govern himfelf in all his meafures : but
the fovereignty was lodged in the body of the Citi¬
zens , or the general fociety ; whofe prerogative it
was , to enadt laws , create Magiftrates , declare
war u ; and to receive appeals in all cafes both from
the King and the Senate. Some writers have denied
this right of an Appeal to the people : but Cicero
exprefsly mentions it among the Regal conftitu-
tions , as old as the foundation of the City 14  i
which he had demonftrated more at large in his
Treatife on the Republic ; whence Seneca has quot¬
ed a paffage in confirmation of it : and intimates ,
that the fame right was declared likewife in the,
Pontifical books Valerius Maximus gives us
an inftance of it , which is confirmed alfo by Livy,
that Horatius being condemned to die by King
Tullus , for killing his fitter , was acquitted upon
his appeal to the people

This was the original conftitution of Rome , even
under their Kings : for in the foundation of a ftate,
where there was no force to compel , it wasnecet
fary to invite men into it by all proper encourage¬
ments ; and none could be fo effedtual , as the at
furance of liberty , and the privilege of making

c 3
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their own laws ,7. But the Kings , by gradual en,
eroachment , having ufurped the whole adminiftra-
tion to themfelves , and by the violence of their
government , being grown intolerable to a City,
trained to liberty and arms , were finally expelled by
a general infurredtion of the Senate and the People,
This was the ground of that invincible fiereeneP,
and love of their country in the old Romans , by
which they conquered the world : for the fuperior-
Jty of their civil rights , naturally infpired a fuperior
virtue and courage to defend them ; and made
them of courfe the bra veil , as long as they conti¬
nued the freeft , of all nations.

By this revolution of the Government , their old.
eonftitution was not fo much changed , as reftored
to it's primitive ftate : for though the name of King
was abolifhed , yet the power was retained : with
this only difference , that inftead of a fingie perfon
chofen for life , there were two chofen annually,
whom they called Confuls ; inverted with all the
prerogatives and enfigns of Royalty , and prefiding
in the fame manner in all the affairs of the Repub¬
lic ,8: when to convince the Citizens , that nothing
was fought by the change , but to fecure their com¬
mon liberty ; and to eftablilh their fovereigntv again
on a more folid bafis ; one of the firft Confuls , P.
Valerius Poplicola , confirmed by a new law , their
fundamental right of an appeal to them in all cafes j
and by a fecond law , made it capital for any man
to exereife a Magiftracy in Rome , without their
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fpecial appointment and as a public acknowledge¬
ment of their fupreme authority , the fame Conful
never appeared in any affembly of the people ,
without bowing his fafces or maces to them ; which
was afterwards the conllant practice of all fucceeding
Confuls Thus the Republic reaped all the benefit
of a Kingly Government , without the danger of it;
fince the Confuls whofe reign was but annual and
accountable , could have no opportunity of invading
it ’s liberty , and erecling themfelves into Tyrants.

By the expulfion of the Kings , the City was di¬
vided into two great parties , the Ariftocratical and
the Popular ; or the Senate and the Plebeians 11 j
naturally jealous of each other ’s power , and defirous
to extend their own : but the Nobles or Patricians,
of whom the Senate was compofed , were the mod
immediate gainers by the change , and with the
Confuls at their head , being now the firft movers
and adminiftrators of all the deliberations of the
ftate , had a great advantage over the people ; and
within the compafs of fixteen years became fo info-
lent and oppreffive , as to drive the body of the
Plebeians to that feceffion into the facred Mount,
whence they would not confent to return , till they
had extorted a right of creating a new order of
Magiftrates , of their own body , called Tribunes ,
inverted with full powers to protedl them from all
injuries , and whofe perfons were to be facred and
inviolable ” ,
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The Plebeian party had ’ now got a head exadlly
fuited to their purpofe ; fubjedt to no control ;
whofe bufmefs it was to fight their battles with
the Nobility ; to watch over the liberties of the
Citizens ; and to diftinguifh themfelves in their
annual office , by a zeal for the popular intereft,
in oppofition to the Ariftocratical : who , from
their firffc number five , being increafed afterwards
to ten , never left teafing the Senate with frefh
demands , till they had laid open to the Plebeian
families , a promifcuous right to all the Magiftracies
of the Republic , and by that means a free admit
fion into the Senate.

Thus far they were certainly in the right , and
adled like true Patriots ; and after many fharp
contefls had now brought the government of
Rome to it ’s perfedt ftate ; when it’s honors were
no longer confined to particular families , but pro-
pofed equally and indifferently to every Citizen;
who by his virtue and fervices , either in war or
peace , could recommend himfelf to the notice and
favor of his Countrymen : while the true balance
and temperament of power between the Senate and
People , which was generally obferved in regular
times , and which the honeft wiflied to eftablifh in
all times , was that the Senate ffiould be the Authors
and Advifers of all the public counfels , but the
people give them their fandtion and legal force.

The Tribunes , however , would not ftop here;
nor were content with fecuring the rights of the



Coinmons without deftroying thofe of the Senate;
and as oft as they were difappointed in their private
views , and obftru &ed in the courfe of their ambi¬
tion , ufed to recur always to the populace ; whom
they could eafily inflame to what degree they
thought fit by the propofal of fa&iouslaws for divi¬
ding the public lands to the poorer Citizens ; or
by the free diftribution of corn ; or the abolition
of all debts ; which are all contrary to the quiet ,
and difcipline , and public faith of focieties . This
abufe of the Tribunician power was carried to it’s
greateft height by the two Gracchi , who left
nothingunattempted , that could mortify the Senate,
or gratify the People 15; till by their agrarian
laws , and other feditious ads , which were greedily
received by the City , they had in great meafure
overturned that equilibrium of power in the Re¬
public , on which it’s peace and profperity depended.

But the violent deaths of thefe two Tribunes,
and of their principal adherents , put an end to
their fedition ; and was the firfl civil blood , that
was fpilt in the ftreets of Rome , in any of their
public diffenfions ; which till this time had always
been compofed by the methods of patience and
mutual conceffions . It mu ft feem ftrange to ob-
ferve , how thefe two illuftrious Brothers , who
of all men , were the deareft to the Roman people,
yet upon the firft refort to arms , were feverally
deferted by the multitude , in the very height of
their authority , and fuffered to be cruelly maflacred
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in the face of the whole City : which (hows , what
little ftrefs is to be laid on the affidance of the
populace , when the difpute comes to blows ; and
that fedition , though it may often (hake , yet will
never dedroy a free (late , while it continues un-
armed , and unfupported by a military force . But
this vigorous conduct of the Senate , th ugh it
feemed neceffary to the prefent quiet of the City ,
yet foon after proved fatal to it ; as it taught all
the ambitious , by a mod fenfible experiment , that
there was no way of fupporting an ufurped au¬
thority , but by force : fo that from this time , as
we (hall find in the following dory , all thofe who
afpired to extraordinary powers , and a dominion
in the Republic , feldom troubled themfelves with
what the Senate or people were voting at Rome,
but came attended by armies to enforce their
pretendons , which were always decided by the
longed fword.

The popularity of the Gracchi was grounded on
the real affedions of the people , gained by many
extraordinary privileges , and fubdantial benefits
conferred upon them : but when force was found
neceffary to control the authority of the Senate ,
and to fupport that intered , which was faldy call¬
ed popular , indead of courting the multitude by
real fervices , and beneficial laws , it was found a
much (hotter way , to corrupt them by money;
a method wholly unknown in the times of the
Gracchi ; by which the men of power had always
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a number of mercenaries at their devotion , ready
to fill the Forum at any warning ; who by clamor
and violence carried all before them in the public
affemblies, and came prepared to ratify whatever
was propofed to them 24 : this kept up the form
of a legal proceeding ; while by the terror of arms,
and a fuperior force , the Great could eafily fup-
port , and carry into execution , whatever votes
they had once procured in their favor by fadion
and bribery.

After the death of the younger Gracchus , the
Senate was perpetually laboring to refcind , or to
moderate the laws , that he had enaded to their
prejudice ; efpecially one that affeded them the
moll fenfibly , by taking from them the right of
judicature ; which they had exercifed from the
foundation of Rome , and transferring it to the
Knights . This ad , however , was equitable ; for as
the Senators poffefTed all the Magiftracies and
Governments of the Empire , fo they were the
men whofe oppreflions were the mod feverely
felt , and moft frequently complained of ; yet while
the judgment of all caufes continued in their
hands , it was their common pradice , to favor and
abfolve one another in their turns , to the general
fcandal and injury both of the fubjeds and allies;
of which fome late and notorious inftances had

given a plaufible pretext for Gracchus ’s law . But
the Senate could not bear with patience , to be
fubjeded to the tribunal of an inferior order ; which
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had always been jealous of their power , and was
fure to be fevere upon their crimes : fo that , after
many fruitlefs ftruggles to get this law repealed ,

Servilius Caepio , who was Conful about twenty-
five years after , procured at laft a mitigation of
it , by adding a certain number of Senators to the
three centuries of the Knights or Equeftrian Judges :
with which the Senate was fo highly pleafed , that
they honored this Conful with the title of their
Patron 1S. Caepio’s law was warmly recommended
by L. Craffus , the moft celebrated Orator of that
age , who in a fpecch upon it to the people ,
defended the authority of the Senate with all the
force of his eloquence : in which Hate of things,
and in this very year of Csepio’s Confulfiiip , Cicero
was born : and as Craffus’s oration was published ,
and much admired , when he was a boy , fo lje
took it , as he afterwards tells us , for the pattern
both of his eloquence , and his politics **.

THE
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ro Marcus TULLIUS CICERO was born on coff.
the third of January1, in the fix - hundred- forty- (>. Servilx-

fe feventh year of Rome , about a hundred and feven us Coepio,
in years before Chrift *. His birth , if we believe Pin - C- Atilius -

tarch, was attended by prodigies , foretelling the Ser*anus-
future eminence and luftre of his character, which
might have palled , he fays , for idle dreams,had not
the event foon confirmed the truth of the prediction:
but fince we have no hint of thefe prodigies from Ci¬
cero himfelf, or any author of that age, we may charge
them to the credulity, or the invention of a writer,
who loves to raife the folemnity of his ftory by
the introduction of fomething miraculous.

His mother was called Helvia ; a name, men¬
tioned in hiftory and old infcriptions among the
honorable families of Rome. She was rich , and

Vol . I. B

V
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well defeended , and had a filler married to a Roman:
Knight of diftinguilhed merit , C. Aculeo , an
intimate friend o"f the Orator , L. CralTus, and
celebrated for a Angular knowledge of the Law;
in which his fons likewife , our Cicero ’s coulin -ger-
mans , were afterwards very eminent ’. It is
remarkable , that Cicero never once fpeaks of his
mother in any part of his writings ; but his younger
brother Quintus has left a little ftory of her , which
feems to intimate her good management and houfe-
wifery ; how fhe ufed to feal all her wine - calks,
the empty as well as the full , that when any of
them were found empty and unfealed , Ihe might
know them to have been emptied by Health ; it being
the mod ufual theft among the Slaves of great fami-
lies , to Heal their mailer ’s wine out of the veffels *.

As to his father ’s family , nothing was delivered
of it but in extremes ’ : which is not to be won¬
dered at , in the hillory of a man , whofe life was
fo expofed to envy , as Cicero ’s , and who fell a
vidtim at laft to the power of his enemies. Some
derive bis defeent from kings , others from mecha¬
nics but the truth lay between both ; for his
family , though it had never born any of the great
offices of the republic , was yet very ancient and
honorable 7; of principal diftindtion and nobility
in that part of Italy , in which it refided ; and of
Equeltrian rank ’ , from it’s firft admiffion to the
freedom of Rome.

Some have infinuated , that Cicero affected to fay
but little of the fplendor of his family , for the
fake of being confidered as the founder of it ; and
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cliofe to fupprefs the notion of his Regal extrac¬
tion , for the averfion that the people of Rome had
to the name of king ; with which however he
was fometimes reproached by his enemies ' . But
thofe fpeculations are wholly imaginary : for as oft
as there was occafion to mention the character and
condition of his Anceftors , he fpeaks of them always
with great franknefs , declaring them to have been
content with their paternal fortunes , and the private
honors of their own City , without the ambition
of appearing on the public ftage of Rome . Thus
in a fpeech to the people upon his advancement
to the Confulihip ; “ 1 have no pretence ” fays he,
“ to enlarge before you , upon the praifes of my
Anceftors ; not but that they were all fuch as
myfelf , who am defcended from their blood , and
trained by their difcipline ; but becaufe they lived
without this applaufe of popular fame , and the
fplendor of thefe honors , which you confer 10. ” It
is on this account therefore , that we find him fo
often called a New man ; not that his family was
new or ignoble , but becaufe he was the firft of it,
who ever fought and obtained the public Magiftra-
cies of the State.

The place of his birth was Arpinum ; a City
anciently of the Samnites , now part of the King¬
dom of Naples ; which , upon its fubmiflion to
Rome , acquired the freedom of the City , and was
inferted into the Cornelian Tribe . It bad the
honor alfo of producing the Great C . Marius;
which gave occafion to Pompey to fay in a public
fpeech , “ That Rome was indebted to this Corpo*

B 3
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ration for two Citizens , who had , each in his turn,
preferved it from ruin “ . ” It may juftly therefore
claim a place in the memory of poderity , for
giving life to fuch worthies , who exemplified the
character which Pliny gives of true glory , “ by
doing what deferved to be written , and writing
what deferved to be read ; and making the world
the happier and the better for their having lived
m it .

The territory of Arpinum was rude and moun¬
tainous , to which Cicero applies Homer ’s defcrip-
tion of Ithaca;

_ 1 <*AA ’ cty&Sq n^psr̂ sCpcs, & C.
’Tis rough indeed, yet breedsa generous race *'.

The family feat was about three miles from the
Town in a fituation extremely pleafant , and well
adapted to the nature of the climate . It was fur-
rounded with groves and lhady walks leading from
the houfe to a river , called Fibrenus ; which was
divided into two equal dreams , by a little Ifland ,
covered with trees and a portico , contrived both
for dudy and exercife , whither Cicero ufed to
retire , when he had any particular work upon his
hands . The clearnefs and rapidity of the dream
murmuring through a rocky channel ; the lhade and
verdure of it’s banks , planted with tall poplars;
the remarkable coldnefs of the water ; and above
all , its falling by a cafcade into the nobler river
Liris , a little below the Ifland , gives us the idea
of a mod beautiful feene , as Cicero himfelf has
deferibed it. When Atticus fitA faw it , he was
charmed with it , and wondered that Cicero did
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not prefer it to all his other houfes ; declaring a
contempt of the labored magnificence , marble pave¬
ments , artificial canals , and forced ftreams of the
celebrated Villas of Italy , compared with the natural
beauties of this place “ . “ The houfe, ” as Cicero
fays , “ was but fmall and humble in his Grand¬
father’s time , according to the ancient frugality ,
like the Sabine farm of old Curius ; till his father
beautified and enlarged it into a handfome and
fpacious habitation . ”

But there cannot be a better proof of the de-
lightfulnefs of the place , than that it is now pof-
feffed by a Convent of Monks , and called the Villa
of St. Dominic ,s. Strange revolution ! to fee
Cicero’s porticoes converted to Monkilh cloifters \
the feat of the mod refined reafon , wit , and learning,
to a nurfery of fuperftition , bigotry , and enthu-
fiafm ! What a pleafure muft it give to thefe
Dominican Inquifitors , to trample on the ruins of a
man , whofe writings , by Spreading the light of
reafon and liberty through the world , have been
one great inftrument of obftruding their unwea¬
ried pains to enflave it.

Cicero , being the firft -born of the family,
received , as ufual , the name of his Father , and
Grandfather , Marcus . This name was properly
perfonal , equivalent to that of Baptifm with us,
and impofed with ceremonies fomewhat analogous
to it , on the ninth day , called the luftrical , or day
of purification ' *; when the child was carried to
the Temple , by the friends and relations of the

B 3
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family , and before the altars of the Gods , recom¬
mended to the protection of fome tutelar Deity.

Tullius was the name of the family ; which in
old language fignified flowing ftreams , or ducts of
water , and was derived therefore probably from
their ancient fituation , at the confluence of the
two rivers ” ,

The third name was generally added on account
of fome memorable aCtion , quality , or accident,
which diftinguilh the Founder , or chief perfon of
the family . Plutarch fays , “ that the furname of
Cicero was owing to a wart or excrefcence on the
nofe of one of his Anceflors , in the fhape of a vetch,
which the Romans called Cicer 1*: ” but Pliny tells
us more credibly , “ that all thofe names , which had
a reference to any fpecies of grain , as the Fabii , Len-
tuli , &c. were acquired by a reputation of being the
beft hufbandmen or improvers of that fpecies ”
As Tullius therefore , the family name , was derived
from the fituation of the Farm , fo Cicero the fur-
name , from the culture of it by vetches . This,
I fay , is the moll probable , becaufe Agriculture
was held the moft liberal employment in old
Rome , and thofe Tribes , which refided on their
farms in the country , the moft honorable ; and this
very grain , from which Cicero drew his name,
was , in all ages of the Republic , in great requeft
with the meaner people ; being one of the ufual
largelTes bellowed upon them by the rich , and fold
every where in the Theatres and Streets ready
parched or boiled for prefent ufe *\

Cicero’s Grandfather was living at the time of
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his birth , and from the few hints , which are left
of him , feems to have been a man of bufinefs and
intereft in his country He was at the head
of a party in Arpinum , in oppofition to a bufy
turbulent man , M . Gratidius , whofe fifter he had
married , who was pufhing forward apopular law,
to oblige the town to tranfadl all their affairs by
ballot . The caufe was brought before the Conful
Scaurus ; in which old Cicero behaved himfelf fo
well , that the Conful paid him the compliment to
wifh , “ that a man of his fpirit and virtue would come
and a6t with them in the great Theatre of the Re¬
public , and not confine his talents to the narrow
fphere of his own Corporation 1*. There is a faying
likewife recorded of this old Gentleman“  that the
men of thofe times were like the Syrian flaves ; the
more Greek they knew , the greater knaves they
were 11 which  carries with it the notion of an old
Patriot , fevere on the importation of foreign arts,
as deftru &ive of the difcipline and manners of his
country . This Grandfather had two fons ; Marcus
the elder , the father of our Cicero ; and Lucius , a
particular friend of the celebrated Orator M . An¬
tonias , whom he accompanied to his government
of Cilicia a‘ ; and who left a fon of the fame
name , frequently mentioned by Cicero with great
affection , as a youth of excellent virtue and ac-
complifhments ‘s.

His father Marcus alfo was a wife and learned
man,  whofe merit recommended him to the fami¬
liarity of the principal Magiftrates of the Republic,
cfpeeially Cato , L. Craffus , and L. Caefar 1*; but

B 4of
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being of an infirm and tender conftitution , he
fpent his life chiefly at Arpinum , in an elegant
retreat and the ftudy of polite letters 27.

But his chief employment , from the time of
his having Sons , was to give them the beft educa¬
tion , which Rome could afford , in hopes to excite
in them an ambition of breaking through the indo¬
lence of the family , and afpiring to the honors of
the ftate . They were bred up with their Coufins,
the young Aculeo ’s , in a method approved , and di¬
rected by L. Craffus ; a man of the firft dignity , as
welhas the firft eloquence in Rome , anft by thofe
very matters , whom Craffus himfelf made life of *\
The Romans were of all people the moft careful and
exadl in the education of their children : their
attention to it began from the moment of their
birth ; when they committed them to the care of
fome prudent matron of reputable character and
condition , whofe bufinefs it was to form their firft
habits of aCling and fpeaking ; to watch their
growing paffions , and direCt them to their pro¬
per objects ; to fuperintend their fports , and fuf-
fer nothing immodeft or indecent to enter into
them ; that the mind preferved in it’s innocence,
nor depraved by a tafte of falfe plcafure , might
be at liberty to purfue , whatever was laudable,
and apply it’s whole ftrength to that profefiion inwhich it defired to excel **.

It was the opinion of fome of the old Mafters,
thatChildren fhould not be inftruCted in letters , till
they were feven years old ; but the beft judges advif-
ed , “ that no time of culture fhould be loft , and that
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to their literary inftru&ion fhould keep pace with their
ant moral ; that three years only fhould be allowed to

the nurfes, and when they firft began to fpeak , that
of they fhould begin alfo to learn'0, it was reckoned a

Jca- matter likewife of great importance, what kind of
c'te language they were firft accuftomed to hear at home,
do- and in what manner not only their nurfes, but their
iof fathers and even mothers fpoke ; fince their firft ha-
ns, bits were then neceflarily formed , either of a pure
di- or corrupt elocution ; thus the two Gracchi were.
,as thought to owe that elegance of fpeaking , for
ofe which they were famous, to the inftitution of their

mother Cornelia : a woman of great politenefs,
id  whofe epiftles were read and admired long after
:ir her death for the purity of their language *\
eit This probably was a part of that domeftic difci-
of pline , in which Cicero was trained, and of which he

ind often fpeaks ; but as foon as he was capable of a
firft more enlarged and liberal inftitution , his father
beir brought him to Rome , where he had a houfe of
jro- his own 51, and placed him in a publicfchool , un¬
fit der an eminent Greek mafter, which was thought
nto the beft way of educating one who was defigned
Ct, to appear on the public ftage , and who , as Quin-
rht tilian obferves, “ ought to be fo bred , as not to fear
|e, the fight of men ; fince that can never be rightly
in learnt in folitude , which is to be produced before

crowds ". ” Here he gave the firft fpecimen of thofe
S) finning abilities which rendered him afterwards fo
ill illuftrious ; and his fchool - fellows carried , home
jf. fuch ftories of his extraordinary parts and quicknefs
at in learning, that their parents were often induced
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to vifit the fchool , for the fake of feeing a Youth,
of fuch furprifmg talents ' *.

About this time a celebrated Rhetorician,
Plautius , firft fet up a Latin fchool of eloquence in
Rome , and had a great refort to him " : Young
Cicero was very deiirous to be his fcholar , but
•was over -ruled in it by the advice of the learned ,
who thought the Greek mailers more ufeful in
forming to the Bar , for which he was defigned.
Th is method of beginning with Greek is approved
by Quintilian ; becaufe the Latin would come of
itfelf , and it feemed mod natural to begin from the
fountain , whence all the Roman learning was de¬
rived : yet “ the rule, ” he fays , “ mull be practifed
with fome reflri &ion , nor the ufe of a foreign lan¬
guage pulhed fo far to the negletfl of the native,
as to acquire with it a foreign accent and vicious
pronunciation ’V’

Cicero ’s Father encouraged by the promifmg
genius of his Son , fpared no cod nor pains to im¬
prove it by the help of the abled Mailers , and
among the other inftru &ors of his early Youth,
put him under the care of the Poet Archias , who
came to Rome with a high reputation for learn¬
ing and poetry , when Cicero was about five years
old , and lived in the family of Lucullus ”:  for it
was the cuflom of the great in thofe days to enter¬
tain in their houfes the principal Scholars and Phi-
lofophers of Greece , with a liberty of opening a
School , and teaching , together with their own
children , any of the other young nobility and
gentry of Rome . Under this Mafler , Cicero



applied himfelf chiefly to poetry , to which he
was naturally addicted , and made fuch a proficien-
cy in it , that while he was flill a boy , he com-
pofed and publifhed a Poem , called Glaucus Pon¬
tius , which was extant in Plutarch ’s time 18.

After finifhing the courfe of thefe puerile ftudies,
it Was the cuftom to change the habit of the boy,
for that of the man , and take what they called
the manly gown , or the ordinary robe of the Citi¬
zens : this was an occaflon of great joy to the young
men , who by this change pafled into a ftate of
greater liberty and enlargement from the power of
their Tutors 3#. They were introduced at the
fame time into the Forum , or the great fquare of the
City , where the Aflemblies of the People were
held , and theMagiftrates ufed to harangue to them
from the Roftra , and where all the public pleadings
and judicial proceedings were ufually tranfadled:
this therefore was the grand School of bufinefs and
eloquence ; the fcene , on which all the affairs of
the Empire were determined , and where the foun¬
dation of their hopes and fortunes were to be laid:
fo that they were introduced into it with much fo-
lemnity , attended by all the friends and depend¬
ents of the family , and after divine rites per¬
formed in the Capitol , were committed to the
fpecial protection of fome eminent Senator , dif-
tinguiflhed for his eloquence or knowledge of
the laws , to be inftructed by his advice in the
management of civil affairs , and to form tliem-
felves by his example for ufeful members and
Magiftrates of the Republic.
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Writers are divided about the precife time of
changing the puerile for the manly gown : what
feems the moli probable , is , that in the old Re¬
public it was never done till the end of the feven-
teenth year ; but when the ancient difcipline be¬
gan to relax , parents , out of indulgence to their
children , advanced this acra of joy one year ear¬
lier , and gave them the gown at fixteen , which
was the cuftom in Cicero ’s time . Under the
Emperors , it was granted atpleafure , and at any
age , to the great or their own relations ; for
Nero received it from Claudius , when he juft enter¬
ed into his fourteenth year , which , as Tacitus
fays , “ was given before the regular feafon 4°. ”

Cicero , being thus introduced into the Forum,
•was placed under the care of Q , Mucius Scaevola
the Augur , the principal Lawyer as well as
Statefman of that age who had paffed through all
the offices of the Republic , with a fingular reputa¬
tion of integrity , and was now extremely old:
Cicero never ftirred from his fide , but carefully
treafured up in his memory all the remarkable fay-
ings , which dropt from him , as fo many leffons of
prudence for his future condudt 41; and after his
death applied himfelf to another of the fame family,
Sctevola the High -prieft , a perfon of equal cha¬
racter for probity and fkiil in the law ; who , though
lie did not profefs to teach , yet freely gave his
advice to all the young ftudents , who confulted
him 4\

Under thefe mafters he acquired a complete
knowledge of the laws of his country ; a foun-
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dation ufeful to all who defign to enter into
public affairs; and thought to be of fuch confe-
quence at Rome , that it was the common exercife
of boys at fchool , to learn the laws of the twelve
tables by heart, as they did their Poets and CJalTic
authors 4!. Cicero particularly took fuch pains
in this ftudy , and was fo well acquainted with the
moll intricate parts of it , as to be able to fuftain
a difpute on any queftion with the greateft Law¬
yers of his age '*: fo that in pleading once againft
his friend S. Sulpicius , he declared by way of
raillery, what he could have made good likewife
in fact , that if he provoked him , he would
profefs himfelf a Lawyer in three days time *s.”

The profeffion of the law , next to that of
arms and eloquence , was a fure recommendation
to the firft honors of the Republic **, and for
that reafon was preferved as it were hereditary
in fome of the nobleft families of Rome 17;
who , by giving their advice gratis to all , who
wanted it , engaged the favor and obfervance of
their fellow Citizens, and acquired great authori¬
ty in all the affairs of ftate. It was the cuflom of
thefe old Senators, eminent for their wifdom and
experience , to walk every morning up and down
the Forum , as a fignal of their offering themfelves
freely to all , who had occafion to confult them ,
not only in cafes of law , but in their private and
domeftic affairs 4S. But in later times they chofe
to fit at home with their doors open , in a kind
of throne or railed feat , like the ConfefTors in
foreign Churches , giving accefs and audience toete

M'
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all people . This was the cafe of the two Scsevolas,
efpecially the Augur , whofe houfe was called the
Oracle of the City **; and who , in the Marfic
war , when worn out with age and infirmities,
gave free admiffion every day to all the Citizens,
as foon as it was light , nor was ever feen by any
in his bed during that whole war s°.

But this was not the point that Cicero aimed
at , to guard the eftates only of the Citizens : his
views were much larger ; and the knowledge of
the law was but one ingredient of many , in the
character which he afpired to , of an univerfal Pa¬
tron , not only of the fortunes , but of the lives
and liberties of his countrymen : for that was the
proper notion of an Orator or Pleader of caufes;
whofe profeflion it was , to fpeak aptly , elegantly,
and copioully on every fubjeCt which' could be
offered to him , and whofe art therefore included
in it all other arts of the liberal kind , and could
not be acquired to any perfection , without a com¬
petent knowledge of whatever was great and lauda¬
ble in the Univerfe . This was his own idea of
what he had undertaken 51; and his prefent bufinefs
therefore was , to lay a foundation fit to fuftain the
weight of this great character : fo that while he
was ftudying the law under the Scaevolas, he fpent
a large lhare of his time in attending the pleadings
at the bar , and the public fpeeches of the Magif-
trates , and never paffed one day without writing
and reading fomething at home , conftantly taking
notes , and making comments on what he read.
He was fond , when very young , of an exercife,
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which had been recommended by fome of the
great Orators before him , of reading over a
number of verfes of fome efteemed Poet , or a part
of an Oration fo carefully , as to retain the fubftance
of them in his memory , and then deliver the fame
fentiments in different words , the moft elegant that
occurred to him. But he foon grew weary of
this , upon reflecting , that his authors had already
employed the beft words which belonged to their
fubjed ; fo that if he ufed the fame , it would do
him no good , and if different , would even hurt
him , by a habit of ufing worfe . He applied himfelf
therefore to another talk of more certain benefit,
to tranflate into Latin the feled fpeeches of the
beft Greek Orators , which gave him an opportu¬
nity of obferving and employing all the moft ele¬
gant words of his own language , and of enriching
it at the fame time with new ones , borrowed or imit¬
ated from the Greek* 1. Nor did he yet negled his
poetical ftudies ; for he now tranflated Aratus
on the Phenomena of the heavens , into Latin
verfe , of which many fragments are ftill extant;
and publifhed alfo an original Poem of the Heroic
kind , in honor of his Countryman C. Marius.
This was much admired and often read by Atti-
cus ; and old Sctevola was fo pleafed with it,
that in an Epigram , which he feems to have made
upon it , he declares , that it would live as long as
the Roman name and learning fubfifted 51: there
remains ftill a little fpecimen of it defcribing a
memorable omen given to Marius from the Oak of
Arpinum , which from the fpirit and elegance of
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the defcription fhows , that his Poetical genius was
fcarce inferior to his Oratorial , if it had been cul¬
tivated with the fame diligence s4. He publifhed
another Poem alfo called Limon ; of which Dona-
tus has preferved four lines in the Life of Te¬
rence , in praife of the elegance and purity of
that Poet ’s ftyle But while he was employing
himfelf in thefe juvenile exercifes for the improve¬
ment of his invention , he applied himfelf with
no lefs induftry to Phiiofophy , for the enlargement
of his mind and underftanding ; and among his other
IVlafters , was very fond at this age of Phsedrus
the Epicurean : but as foon as he had gained a
little more experience and judgment of things,
he wholly defected and conftantly difliked the
principles of that fed ; yet always retained a par¬
ticular efteem for the man , on account of his
learning , humanity and politenefs

The peace of Rome was now difturbed by a
domeftic war , which writers call the Italic , Social,
or Marfic : it was begun by a confederacy of the
principal Towns of Italy , to fupport their demand
of the freedom of the City : the Tribune Drufus
had made them a promife of it , but was affaflinat-
ed in the attempt of publilhing a law to confer
it : this made them defperate ; and refolve to ex¬
tort by force , what they could not obtain by en¬
treaty They alledged it to be unjuft , to ex¬
clude them from the rights of a City , which they
fuftained by their arms ; that in all it’s wars they
furnifhed twice the number of troops , which Rome
itfelf did ; and had raifed it to all that height of

power,
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power , For which it now defpifed them **. This
war was carried on for above two years , with great
fiercenefs on both fides , and various fuccefs : two
Roman Confuls were killed in it , and their armies
often defeated ; till the Confederates , weakened
alfo by frequent Ioffes , and the defertion of one
Ally after another , were forced at laft to fubmit
to the fuperior fortune of Rome During the
hurry of the war , the bufinefs of the Forum was
intermitted ; the greateft part of the Magiflrates , as
well as the Pleaders , being perfonally engaged in
it ; Hortenfius the molt flouriflring young Orator
at the bar , was a volunteer in it the firftyear , and
commanded a regiment the fecond 6°.

Cicero likewife took the opportunity to make
a campaign , along with the Conful Co . Pompeius
Strabo , the father of Pompey the Great ; this was
a conftant part of the education of the young
Mobility ; to learn the art of war by perfonal fer-
vice , under feme general of name and experience;
for in an Empire raifed and fupported wholly by
arms , a reputation of martial virtue was the fhort-
eft and fureft way of rifing to it’s higheft honors ;
and the conftitution of the government v/as fuch,
that as their Generals could not make a figure
even in Camps , without fotne inftitution in the
politer arts , efpecially that of fpeaking gracefully
fo thofe , who applied themfelves to the peaceful
ftudies , and the management of civil affairs,
were obliged to acquire a competent fhare of
military fkill , for the fake of governing Pro¬
vinces , and commanding armies , to which they

Vol . I. C
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all fucceeded of courfe from the adminiftration of
the great Offices of the State.

In this expedition Cicero was prefent at a confe¬
rence between Pompeius the Conful , and Vettius
the General of the Marfi , who had given the Ro¬
mans a cruel defeat the year before , in which the
Conful Rutilius was killed *\ It was held in
fight of the two Camps , and managed with great
decency ; the Conful ’s brother Sextus , being an old
acquaintance of Vettius , came from Rome on pur¬
pose to affift at it ; and at the firft fight of each
other , after lamenting the unhappy circumftance
of their meeting at the head of oppofite armies , he
alked Vettius , by what title he fhould now
falute him , of friend or enemy : to which Vettius
replied , “ Call me friend by inclination , enemy
by neceffity Ci. ” Which ffiows , that thefe old War¬
riors had not lefs politenefs in their civil , than
fiercenefs in their hoftile encounters.

Both Marius and Sylla ferved as Lieutenants to
the Confuls in this war , and commanded feparate
armies in different parts of Italy ; but Marius per¬
formed nothing in it anfwerable to his great name
and former glory : his advanced age had increafed
his caution , and after fo many triumphs and
Confulffiips , he was jealous of a reverie of for¬
tune ; fo that he kept himfelf wholly on the de-
fenfive , and , like old Fabius , chofe to tire out
the enemy by declining a battle ; content with
fnatching fome little advantages , that opportunity
threw into his hands , without luffering them how¬
ever to gain any againft him *\ Sylla on the other
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band was ever adtive and enterprifing : he had
not yet obtained the Confullhip , and was fighting
for it , as it were , in the fight of his Citizens ; fo
that he was conftantly urging the enemy to a
battle , and glad of every occafion to fignalize his
military talents , and eclipfe the fame of Marius ;
in which he fucceeded to his wifh , gained many
confiderable victories , and took feveral of their ^
Cities by ftorm , particularly Stabae, a Town of
Campania , which he utterly demolilhed Cicero,
who feems to have followed his camp , as the
chief fcene of the war , and the belt fchool for
a young volunteer , gives an account of one a&ion ,
of which he was eye • witnefs , executed with
great vigor and fuccefs ; that as Sylla was facrifi-
cing before his tent in the fields of Nola , a fnake
happened to creep out from the bottom of the altar,
upon which Pofthumius the Harufpex , who at¬
tended the facrifice , proclaiming it to be a fortunate
omen , called out upon him to lead his army im¬
mediately againft the enemy : Sylla took the
benefit of the admonition , and drawing out his
troops without delay , attacked and took the
ftrong camp of the Samnites under the walls of
Nola This action was thought fo glorious,
that Sylla got the ftory of it painted afterwards in
one of the rooms of his Tufculan Villa *7. Thus
Cicero was not lefs diligent in the army , than he
was in the Forum , to obferve every thing that
paffed ; and contrived always to be near the per-
fon of the General , that no adhon of moment
might efcape his notice.

G 3
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Upon the breaking out of this war , the Ro¬
mans gave the freedom of the City to all the
Towns which continued firm to them ; and at the
end of it , after the deftrudiou of three hundred
thoufand lives , thought lit for the fake of their
future quiet to grant it to all the reft : but this ftep,
which they confidered as the foundation of a per¬
petual peace was , as an ingenious writer has ob-
ferved , one of the caufes , that hafteiled their
ruin : for the enormous bulk , to which the City
was fwelled by it , gave birth to many new dif-
orders , that gradually corrupted and at laft de-
ftroyed it ; and the difciphne of the laws , calcu¬
lated for a people , whom the fame walls would
contain , was too weak to keep in order the vaft
body of Italy ; fo that from this time chiefly , all
affairs were decided by fadion and violence , and
the influence of the great ; who could bring whole
Towns into the Forum from the remote parts of
Italy ; or pour in a number of Haves and foreign¬
ers, under the form of Citizens ; for when the
names and perfons of real Citizens could no longer
be diftinguilhed , it was not pollible to know,
whether any ad had palled regularly , by the ge¬
nuine fuffrage of the people es.

The Italic war was no fooner ended than ano¬
ther broke out , which , though at a great dif-
tance from Rome , was one of the moft difficult
and defperate , in which it ever was engaged ; againft
Mithridates King of Pontus ; a martial and power¬
ful Prince , of a reftlefs fpirit and ambition , with
a capacity equal to the ] greateft deftgns : who
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difdaining to fee all his hopes blafted by the over¬
bearing power of Rome , and confined to the nar¬
row boundary of his hereditary dominion , broke
through his barrier at once , and over-ran the lefT̂r
Afia like a Torrent , and in one day caufed eighty
thoufand Roman Citizens to be maffacred in cold
blood 6’. His forces were anfwerable to the
vaftnefs of his attempt , and the inexpiable war,
that he had now declared againft the Republic:
he had a fleet of above four hundred Chips; with
an army of two hundred and fifty thoufand foot,
and fifty thoufand horfe ; all completely armed,
and provided with military ftores , fit for the ufe
of fo great a body 7*.

Sylla, who had now obtained the Confullhip ,
as the reward of his late fervices , had the Pro¬
vince of Afia allotted to him , with the command
of the war againfl Mithridates 71: but old Ma¬
rius envious of his growing fame, and defirous to
engrofs every commiffion , which offered either
power or wealth , engaged Sulpicius , an eloquent
and popular Tribune , to get that allotment re-
verfed , and the command transferred from Sylla to
himfelf by the fuffrage of the people. This raifed
great tumults in the City between the oppofite
parties, in which the Son of Q. Pompeius the
Conful , and the Son - in - law of Sylla was killed :
Sylla happened to be abfent , quelling the remains
of the late commotions near Nola ; but upon the
news of thefe diforders, he haftened with his legi¬
ons to Rome , and having entered it after fome
refiftance, drove Marius and his accomplices to

C 3
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the neceffity of faving themfelves by a precipitate
flight . This was the beginning of the firffc civil
war , properly fo called , which Rome had ever
feen ; and what gave both the occafxon , and the
example to all the reft that followed : the Tribune
Sulpicius was taken and flain ; and Marius fo
warmly purfued , that he was forced to plunge
himfelf into the marfhes of Minturnum , up to
the chin in water ; in which condition he lay concea¬
led for fome time , till being difcovered and dragged
out , he was preferved by the compaflion of the inha¬
bitants , who , after refrefhing him from the cold and
hunger , which he had fuffered in his flight , fur-
nilhed him with a veffel and all neceflaries to tranf-
port himfelf into Africa 7\

Sylla in the mean while having quieted the
City , and profcribed twelve of his chief adverfa-
ries , fet forward upon his expedition againft Mi-
thridates : but he was no fooner gone , than the civil
broils broke out afrefh between the new Confuls,
Cinna and Otftavius ; which Cicero calls the Octa-
vian war 7t. For Cinna , attempting to reverfe
all that Sylla had eftabiilhed , was driven out. of
the City by his Colleague , with fix of the Tribunes,
and depofed from the Confullhip : upon this he
gathered an army , and recalled Marius , who,
having joined his forces with him , entered Rome
in a hoftile manner , and with the moft horrible
cruelty , put all Sylla’s friends to the fword , with¬
out regard to age , dignity , or former fervices.
Among the reft fell the Conful Cn . Odtavius ; the
two Brothers L. Caefar and C. Caefar; P . Craffus,



M. T. CICERO. 23

pitati
civt
CVS
dtif
ibusi
us fo
lunsC
ip tc
incea-
tgeedcc
ink-
fand
fur.
anf-

tbe
erfa-
Mi¬
cro

JCH-
vat
it«

■It

ok:
*

ffe

and the Orator , M . Antonins ; whole head , as
Cicero fays , was fixed upon that Roftra , where
he had fo ftrenuoufly defended the Republic when
Conful , and preferved the heads of fo many Citi¬
zens ; lamenting , as it were ominoufly , the mifery
of that fate , which happened afterwards to himfelf,
from the Grandfon of this very Antonius . Q . Catulus
alfo , though he had been Marius ’s Colleague in
the Confulfhip and his victory over the Cimbri ,
was treated with the fame cruelty : for when his
friends were interceding for his life , Marius made
them no other anfvver , but , “ he muft die ; he
muft die ” ; fo that he was obliged to kill himfelf 7+.
Cicero faw this memorable entry of his Coun¬
tryman Marius , who , in that advanced age , was
fo far from being broken , he fays , by his late
calamity , that he feemed to be more alert and
vigorous than ever ; when he heard him recounting
to the people , in excufe for the cruelty of his
return , the many miferies which he had lately
fuffered ; when he was driven from that country,
which he bad faved from deftrudtion ; when all
his eftate was feized and plundered by his enemies;
when he faw his Young Son alfo the partner of
his diftrefs ; when he was almoft drowned in the
Marfhes , and owed his life to the mercy of the
Minturnenfians ; when he was forced to fly into
Africa in a fmail bark , and become a fuppliant to
thofe to whom he had given kingdoms ; but that
fince he had recovered his dignity , and all the reft,
that he had loft , it fhould be his care not to forfeit
that virtue and courage , which he had never loft 7\

C 4
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Marius and Cinna having thus got the Republic
into their bands , declared themfelves Confuls:
but Marius died unexpectedly , as foon almofl; as
he was inaugurated into his new dignity , on the
13th of January , in the 70th year of his age ; and
according to the moil probable account , of a pleu¬ritic fever ,s.

His birth was obfcure , though fome call it
Equeftrian ; and his education wholly in Camps;
where he learnt the firft rudiments of war , under
the greateft mailer of that age , the younger Scipio,
who deftroyed Carthage ; till by long fervice , dif-
tinguifhed valor , and a peculiar hardinefs and pa¬
tience of difcipline , he advanced himfelf gradually
through all the Heps of military honor , with the
reputation of a brave and complete Soldier . The
Obfcurity of his extraction , which depreffed him
with the nobility , made him the greater favorite
of the people ; who , on all occafions of danger,
thought him the only man fit to be trufted with
their lives and fortunes ; or to have the command
of a difficult and defperate war ; and in truth,
he twice delivered them from the moft defperate,
with which they had ever been threatened by a
foreign enemy . Scipio , from the obfervation of
his martial talents , while he had yet but an infe¬
rior command in the army , gave a kind of pro¬
phetic teftimony of his future glory : for being
afked by fome of his Officers , who were flipping
with him at Numantia , what Genera ! the Repu¬
blic would have , in cafe of any accident to him¬
felf ; that man , replied he , pointing to Marius,
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at the bottom of the table. In the field he was
cautious and provident;and while he was watching
the moft favorable opportunities of action , affedted
to take all his meafures from Augurs and Diviners;
nor ever gave battle , till by pretended omens
and divine admonitions , he had infpired hisfoldiers
with a confidence of vidtory : fo that his enemies
dreaded him , asfomething more than mortal ; and
both friends and foes believed him to act always
by a peculiar impulfe and diredtion from the Gods.
His merit however was wholly military , void of
every accompliflimentof learning, which he openly
affected to defpife; fo that Arpinum had the lin¬
gular felicity to produce , the moft glorious con¬
temner, as well as the moft illuftrious improver of
the arts and eloquence of Rome . He made no
figure therefore in the gown , nor had any other way
of fuftaining his authority in the City , than by
cherifhing the natural jealoufy between the Senate
and the people ; that by his declared enmity to the
one he might always be at the head of the other;
whofe favor he managed , not with any view to
the public good , for he had nothing in him of
the Statefman, or the Patriot , but to the ad¬
vancement of his private intereft and glory . In
fhort , he was crafty , cruel , covetous , perfidious;
of a temper and talents greatly ferviceable abroad,
but turbulent and dangerous at home : an impla¬
cable enemy to the Nobles , ever feeking occafions
to mortify them , and ready to facrifice the Repub¬
lic , which he had faved , to his ambition and re¬
venge. After a life fpent in the perpetual toils
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of foreign or domeftic wars , he died at laft in
his bed , in a good old age , and in his feventh
Confullhip ; an honor that no Roman before him
ever attained ; which is urged by Cotta the Aca¬
demic , as one argument amongft others , againft
the exiftence of a Providence 77.

The tranfadtions of the Forum were greatly
interrupted by thefe civil diflenfions ; in which
fome of the beft Orators were killed , others ba-
nifhed : Cicero however attended the harangues
of the Magiftrates , who poffeffed the Roftrain their
turns ; and being now about the age of twenty-
one , drew up probably thofe Rhetorical pieces,
which were publifhed by him , as he tells us , when
very young , and are fuppofed to be the fame , that
ftill remain , on the fubjedt of Invention : blithe
condemned , and retradled them afterwards in his
advanced age , as unworthy of his maturer judg¬
ment , and the work only of a boy , attempting to
digefl into order the precepts , which he had brought
away from School 78. In the mean while , Philo,
a Philofopher of the firft name in the academy,
with many of the principal Athenians , fled to Rome
from the fury of Mithridates , who had made
himfelf Matter of Athens , and all the neighbour¬
ing parts of Greece ; Cicero immediately became
his fcholar , and was exceedingly taken with his
Philofophy ; and by the help qf fuch a Profeffor
gave himfelf up to that ftudy with the greater in¬
clination , as there was caufe to apprehend , that
the laws and judicial proceedings , which he had
defigned for the ground of his fame and fortunes,
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would be wholly overturned by the continuance
of the public diforders

But Cinna’s party having quelled all oppofttion
at home , while Sylla was engaged abroad in the
Mithridatic war , there was a ceffation of arms
within the City for about three years , fo that the
courfe of public bufmefs began to flow again in
it’s ufual channel; and Molo the Rhodian , one
of the principal Orators of that age , and the moft
celebrated teacher of eloquence , happening to come
to Rome at the fame time , Cicero prefentJy took,
the benefit of his lectures , and refumed his Ora¬
torical fludies with his former ardor But the
greateft fpur to his induftry was the fame and
fplendor of Hortenfius , who made the firft figure
at the bar, and whofe praifes fired him with fuch
an ambition of acquiring the fame glory , that he
fcarce allowed himfelf any reft from his ftudies
either day or night ; He had in the Houfe with
him Diodotus the Stoic , as his preceptor in various
parts of learning, but more particularly in Logic;
which Zeno , as he tells us , ufed to call a clofe
and contracted eloquence ; as he called eloquence
an enlarged and dilated Logic ; comparing the
one to the fift, or hand doubled ; the other , to the
palm opened *\ Yet with all his attention to
Logic , he never ftiffered a day to pafs , without
fome exercife in Oratory ; chiefly that of declaiming,
which he generally performed with his fellow
ftudents , M . Pifo and Q.  Pompeius , two young
Noblemen , a little older than himfelf, with whom
he had contracted an intimate friendfhip. They
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declaimed fometimes in Latin , but much oftener in
Greek ; becaufe the Greek furnifhed agreater variety
of elegant exprefiions , and an opportunity of imitat¬
ing and introducing them into the Latin ; and
becaufe the Greek mafters , who were far the beft,
could not correct and improve them , unlefs they
declaimed in that language

In this interval Sylla was performing great ex¬
ploits againft Mithridates , whom he had driven
out of Greece and Afia , and confined once more
to his own territory ; yet at Rome , where Cinna
was matter , he was declared a public enemy , and
his eftate confifcated : this infult upon his honor
and fortunes made him very defirous to be at
home again , in order to take his revenge upon
his adverfaries : fo that after all his fuccefs in the
war , he was glad to put an end to it by an ho¬
norable peace ; the chief article of which was ,
that Mithridates Ihould defray the whole expenfe
of it , and content himfelf for the future with his
hereditary kingdom . On his return he brought
away with him from Athens the famous library of
Apellicon the Teian , in which were the works
of Ariftotle and Theophraftus , that were hardly
known before in Italy , or to be found indeed entire
anywhere elfe 81. He wrote a Letter at the fame
time to the Senate , fetting forth his great fervices,
and the ingratitude with which he had been treated;
and acquainting them , that he was coming to do
juftice to the Republic , and to himfelf , upon the au¬
thors of thofe violences : this raifed great terrors in
the City j which having lately felt the horrible
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effects of Marius’s entry , expected to fee the fame
tragedy acted over again by Sylla.

But while his enemies were bufy in gathering
forces to oppofe him , Cinna , the chief of them ,
was killed in a mutiny of his own foldiers : upon
this Sylla haftened his march, to take the benefit
of that difturbance , and landed at Brundifium
with about thirty thoufand men : hither many of
the Nobility prefently reforted to him , and among
them young Pompey , about twenty three years old ;
who without any public character or commiffion,
brought along with him three legions , which he
had raifed by his own credit out of the Veterans,
who had ferved under his Father : he was kindly
received by Sylla , to whom he did great fervice
in the progrefs of the war , and was ever after
much favored and employed by him *\

Sylla now carried all before him : he defeated
one of the Confuls, Norbanus, and by the pretence
of a treaty with the other Conful , Scipio , found
means to corrupt his army, and draw it over to
himfelf 8S: he gave Scipio however his life , who
went into a voluntary exile at Marfeilles 8S. The
new Confuls chofen in the mean time at Rome,
were Cn. Papirius Carbo and young Marius ; the
firft of whom , after feveral defeats , was driven
out of Italy, and the fecond befieged in Praenefte;
where being reduced to extremity , and defpairing
of relief, he wrote to Damahppus, then Praetor of
the City , to call a meeting of the Senators, as if
upon bufinefs of importance, and put the principal
of them to the fword : in this malfacre many of

>
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the Nobles perilled , and old Scsevola, the High
Pried , the pattern of ancient temperance and
prudence , as Cicero calls him , was flain before
the altar of Veda 87: after which facrifice of noble
blood to the manes of his Father , young Marius
put an end to his own life.

Pompey at the fame time purfued Carbo into
Sicily , and having taken him at Lilybeum fent
his head to Sylla , though he begged his life in
an abjed manner at his feet : this drew fome
reproach upon Pompey , for killing a man , to
whom he had been highly obliged on an occa-
fion , where his father ’s honor and his own
fortunes were attacked . But this is the conftant
effed of fadions in States, to make men prefer the
interefts of a party , to all the confiderations,
either of private or public duty ; and it is not
ftrange , that Pompey , young and ambitious,
fhould pay more regard to the power of Sylla,
than to a fcruple of honor or gratitude Cicero
however fays of this Carbo , that there never
was “ a worfe Citizen , or more wicked man 85: ”
which will go a great way towards excufmg
Pompey ’s ad.

Sylla having fubdued all , who were in arms
again ft him , was now at leifure to take his full
revenge on their friends and adherents ; in which,
by the deteftable method of a Profcription , of
which he was the firff author and inventor , he
exercifed a more infamous cruelty , than had ever
been pradifed in cold blood in that , or perhaps
in any other City The profcription was not
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confined to Rome , but carried through all the
towns of Italy; where befides the crime of party,
which was pardoned to none , it was fatal to
be poffeffed of money , lands, or a pleafant feat;
all manner of licence being indulged to an infolent
army , of carving for themfelves what fortunes
they pleafed*1.

In this general deftrudtion of the Marian fadion,
J. Caefar, then about feventeen years old , had
much difficulty to efcape with life : he was nearly
allied to old Marius , and had married Cinna’s
daughter; whom he could not be induced to put
away, by all the threats of Sylla ; who confidering
him for that reafonas irreconcileable to his interefts,
deprived him of his wife’s fortune and the Prieft-
hood , which he had obtained. Coefar therefore,
apprehending ftill fomewhat worfe , thought it
prudent to retire and conceal himfelf in the coun¬
try, where being difcovered accidentally by Sylla’s
foldiers , he was forced to redeem his head by a
very large fum: but the interceffion of the Veftal
Virgins , and the authority of his powerful rela¬
tions , extorted a grant of his life very unwillingly
from Sylla ; who bad them take notice , that he,
for whofe fafety they were fo folicitous , would
one day be the ruin of that Ariftocracy , which
he was then eftabhlhing with fo much pains, for
that he faw many Marius in one Ctefar’2. The
event confirmed Sylla’s predi&ion ; for by the
experience of thefe times , young Ctefar was
inftru&ed both how to form , and to execute
that fcheme , which was the grand purpofe of
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his whole life , of oppreffing the liberty of his
Country.

As foon as the profcriptions were over , and
the fcene grown a little calm , L . Flaccus , being
chofen Interrex , declared Sy 11a Dictator for
fettling the ftate of the Republic without any
limitation of time , and ratified whatever he had
done , or fhould do , by a fpecial law , that
empowered him to put any Citizen to death with¬
out hearing or trial ,J. This office of Dictator,
■which in early times had oft been of fingular
fervice to the Republic in cafes of difficulty and
diftrefs , was now grown odious and fufpe &ed,
in the prefent ftate of it’s wealth and power , as
dangerous to the public liberty , and for that
reafon had been wholly difufed and laid afide
for one hundred and twenty years paft s*:  fo
that Flaccus ’s Law was the pure effect of force
and terror ; and though pretended to be made by
the people , was utterly detefted by them . Sylla
however , being inverted by it with abfolute
authority , made many ufeful regulations for the
better order of the Government ; and by the
plenitude of his power changed in great meafure
the whole conftitution of it , from a Democra-
tical to an Ariftocratical form , by advancing the
prerogative of the Senate , and depreffing that of
the people . He took from the Equeftrian Order
the judgment of all caufes, which they had enjoyed
from the time of the Gracchi , and reftored it to
the Senate ; deprived the people of the right
of chufing the Priefts , and replaced it in the

Colleges
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'5til Colleges ofPriefts , but above all , he abridged
the immoderate Power of the Tribunes , which
had been the chief fource of all their civil diljen-
lions ; for he made them incapable of any other

fa Magiftracy after the Tribunate ; reftrained the
aa liberty of appealing to them ; took from them

eW  their capital privilege , of propofing laws to the
tk people ; and left them nothing but their negative;

wii or , as Cicero fays , “ the power only of helping,
am, not of hurting any one But that he might
gula not be fufpected of aiming at perpetual Tyranny,
r ano and a total fubverfion of the Republic, he buffered
led, the Confuls to be chofen in the regular manner,
, as and to govern, as ufual, in all the ordinary affairs
thi of the City : whilft he employed himfelf particu-
ahde larly in reforming the diforders of the State, by
: It putting his new laws in execution ; and in diftri-
foE buting the confifcated lands of the adverfe party
leb among his Legions : fo that the Republic feemed
Syb to be once more fettled on a legal bafis, and the
[olic laws and judicial proceedings began to flouriffi
r ti; in the Forum. About the Tame time Molo the
r i Rhodian came again to Rome , to folicit the
alii: payment of what was due to his Country , for
o® their fervices in the IVlithridatic war; which gave
. tk Cicero an opportunity of putting himfelf a fecond
ltE time under his direction, and perfecting his Oratori-
lr(j:i cal talents by his farther inftru&ions of fo renowned
jyed a Mafter ” : whofe abilities and character were fo
t to highly reverenced , that he was the firft of all
jVht Foreigners , who was ever allowed to fpeak to
(j£ the Senate in Greek without an interpreter ’7„

VOL . I . D
/
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Which Shows in what vogue the Greek learning,
and efpecially eloquence , flourished at this time
in Rome.

Cicero had now run through all that courfe of
flifcipline, which he lays down as neceffary to form
the complete Orator : for , in his treatife on that
fubject , he gives us his own fentiments in the
perfon of Craffus , on the institution requifite to
that character ; declaring , “ that no man ought to
pretend to it , without being previoufly acquainted
with every thing worth knowing in art or nature;
that this is implied in the very name of an Orator;
whole profeffion it is to fpeak upon every fubjedt
which can be propofed to him ; and whole
eloquence , without the knowledge of what he
fpeaks , Would be the prattle only and imperti¬
nence of children 58. ” He had learnt the rudiments
of Grammar and languages from the ableft teachers;
gone through the Studies of humanity and the
politer letters with the poet Archias ; been in-
ftrudted in Philofophy by the principal Profeffors
of each fedt ; Phredrus the Epicurean , Philo
the Academic , Diodotus the Stoic ; acquired a
perfect knowledge of the law , from the greateft
lawyers , as well as the greateft Stntefmen of
Ro me , the two Sctevolas ; all which accomplish¬
ments were but ministerial and fubfervient to that
on which his hopes and ambition were Singly
placed , the reputation of an Orator : to qualify
himfelf therefore particularly for this , he attended
the pleadings of all the fpeakers of his time ; heard
the daily lectures, of the mod eminent Orators of
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Greece , and was perpetually compofing fomewhat
at home , and declaiming under their correction:
and that he might neglect nothing , which could
help in any degree to improve and polilh his ftyle,
he fpent the intervals of his leifure in the company
of the Ladies ; efpecially of thofe who were re¬
markable for a politenefs of language , and whofe
Fathers had been diftinguilhed by a fame and
reputation of their eloquence . While he ftudied
the law therefore under Sctevola the Augur , he
frequently converted with his wife Lselia, “ whofe
difcourfe , ” he fays , “ was tindtured with all the
elegance of her Father Laelius, ” the politeft fpeaker
of his age S!>: he was acquainted likewife with
her daughter IYIucia, who married the great Orator
L. Craffus ; and with her Granddaughters , the
two Licinite ; one of them, the wife of L. Scipio;
the other of young Marius ; who all excelled
in that delicacy of the Latin tongue , which was
peculiar to their families, and valued themfelves
on preferving and propagating it to their pofte-
l'ity.

Thus adorned and accomplifhed , he offered
himfelf to the bar about the age of twenty - fix;
not as others generally did , raw and ignorant of
their bufmefs , and wanting to be formed to it by
ufe and experience IO°, but finifhed , and qualified
at once to fuftain any caufe , which fliould be
committed to him. It has been controverted both
by the ancients and moderns , what was the firffc
caufe in which he vras engaged ; fome give it for
that of P. Ouinctius ; others for S. Rofcius : but

D 2
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neither of them are in the right ; for in his Oration
for Quindius he exprefsly declares , that he had
pleaded “ other caufes before it ; ” and in that for
Rofcius , fays only , that it was “ the firft public
or criminal caufe, ” in which he was concerned:
and it is reafonable to imagine, . fhat he had tried
his ftrength , and acquired fome credit in private
caufes , before he would venture upon a public
one of that importance ; agreeably to the advice,
which Quintilian gives to his young pleaders
whofe rules are generally drawn from the practice
and example of Cicero.

The caufe of P . Quindius , was to defend him
from an addon of bankruptcy brought againft
him by a creditor , who , on pretence of his
having forfeited his recognizance , and withdrawn
himfelf from juftice , had obtained a decree to
feize his eftate , and expofe it to fale. The
creditor was one of the public Criers , who
attended the Magiftrates , and by his intereft
among them , was likely to opprefs Quindius,
and bad already gained an advantage againft him
by the authority of Hortenfxus , who was his
Advocate . Cicero entered into the caufe , at the
earned defire of the famed Comedian , Rofcius,
whofe filter wasQuindius ’s wife 101: he endeavoured
at firft to excufe himfelf ; alledging , “ that he
fhould not be able to fpeak a word againft
Hortenfius , any more than the other Players could
ad with any fpirit before Rofcius ; ” but Rofcius
would take no excufe , having formed fuch a
judgment of him , as to think no man fo capable
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of fupporting a defperate caufe , againft a crafty
and powerful adverfary.

After he had given a fpecimen of himfelf to the
City , in this , and feveral other private caufes , he
undertook the celebrated defence of S. Rofcius,
of Ameria , in his 27th year ; the fame age , as
the learned have obferved , in which Demofthenes
firft began to diftinguifh himfelf in Athens ; as
if in thefe genios of the firft magnitude that was
the proper feafon of blooming towards maturity.
The cafe of Rofcius was this : c‘ his father was
killed in the late profcription of Sylla ; and his
eftate , worth about 60,000 1. fterling , was fold
among the confifcated eftates of the profcribed,
for a trifling fum to L . Cornelius Chryfogonus,
a young favorite flave , whom Sylla had made
free ; who , to fecure his poffeffion of it , accufed
the fon of the murder of his father , and had
provided evidence to convicft him ; ” fo that the
young man was like to be deprived , not only of
his fortunes , but by a more villainous cruelty , of
his honor alfo and his life . All the old Advocates
refufed to defend him , fearing the power of the
Profecutor , and the refentment of Sylla ; flnce
Rofcius ’s defence would neceflarily lead them into
many complaints on the times , and the oppreffions
of the great : but Cicero readily undertook it , as
a glorious opportunity of inlifting himfelf into
the fervice of his country , and giving a public
teftimony of his principles and zeal for that
liberty , to which he had devoted the labors of
his life . Rofcius was acquitted , to the great honor

D 3
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of Cicero , whofe courage and addrefs in defending
him was applauded by the whole city ; fo that
from this moment he was looked upon as an
advocate of the firft clafa, and equal to the greatel 't
caufes ‘°k

Having occafion , in the courfe of his pleading,
to mention that remarkable punilhment , which
their ancefiors had contrived for the murder of
a parent , of lowing the criminal alive into a fack,
and throwing ' him into a river , he fays , w that
the meaning of it was , to ftrike him at once as
it were out of the fyftem of nature , by taking
from him the air , the fun , the water , and the
earth ; that he who had deftroyed the author of
his being , Ihould lofe the benefit of thc -fe elements,
whence all things derive their being . They would
not throw him to the beafts , left the contagion
«f fuch wickednefs Ihould make the beafts them-
felves more furious : they would not commit him
naked to the ftream , left he fhould pollute the
very fea , which was the purifier of all other pollu¬
tions : they left him no (hare of any thing natural,
how vile or common foever : for what is fo com¬
mon , as breath to the living , earth to the dead,
the fea to thofe who float , the fhore to tbofe
who are call up ? Yet thefe wretches live fo , as
long as they can , as not to draw breath from the
air ; die fo , as not to touch the ground ; are fo
to (Ted by the waves , as not to be walked by
them ; fo caft out upon the fhore , as to find no
reft even on the rocks io5. ” This paffage was
received with acclamations of applaufe ; yet fpeak-
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ing of it afterwards himfelf, he calls it “ the redun¬
dancy of a juvenile fancy , which wanted the
correction of his founder judgment ; and , like
all the compofitions of young men , was not
applauded fo much for it’s own fake , as for the
hopes which it gave of his more improved and
ripened talents IoS. ”

The popularity of his caufe , and the favor of
the audience , gave him fuch fpirits , that he
expofed the infolence and villany of the favorite
Chryfogonus with great gaiety ; and ventured
even to mingle feveral bold ftrokes at Sylla him¬
felf ; which he took care however to palliate , by
obferving , “ that through the multiplicity of Sylla’s
affairs, who reigned as abfolute on earth , as Jupiter
did in heaven , it was not poffible for him to
know , and neceffary even to connive at many
things , which his favorites did againft his will I<>7.
He would not complain , ” he fays , “ in times
like thofe , that an innocent man’s eftate was
expofed to public fale ; for were it allowed to
him to fpeak freely on that head, Rofcius was not
a perfon of fuch confequence, that he fhould make
a particular complaint on his account ; but hemuft
infill upon it , that by the law of the Profcription
itfelf , whether it was Flaccus’s the Interrex , or
Sylla’s the Dictator , for he knew not which to
call it, Rofcius ’s eftate was not forfeited , nor liable
to be fold I°\ ” In the conclufion , he puts the
Judges in mind , “ that nothing was fo much
aimed at by the Profecutors in this trial , as , by
the condemnation of Rofcius, to gain a precedent

D 4
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for deftroying the children of the profcribed : he
conjures them therefore by all the Gods , not to
be the authors of reviving a fecond profcription,more barbarous and cruel than -the firft : that the
Senate refufed to bear any part in the firft : left
it Ihould be thought to be authorized by the
public council ; — that it was their bufinefs by
th is fentence to put a Hop to that fpirit of cruelty,
which then poffeffed the City , fo pernicious to
the Republic , and fo contrary to the temper and
character of their anceftors —.

As by this defence he acquired a great reputa¬
tion in his youth , fo he reflects upon it with
pleafure in old age , and recommends it to his
fon, as the fureft way to true glory and authority
in his country ; to “ defend the innocent in diftrefs,
efpec'ially when they happen to be oppreffed by
the power of the Great , as I have often done,”
fays he , “ in other caufes, but particularly in that
ofRofcius , againft Sylla himfelf in the height of
his power 1”’. ” A noble leffon to all advancers , to
apply their talents to the protection of innocence
and injured virtue ; and to make juftice , not
profit , the rule and end of their labors.

Plutarch fays , “ that prefently after this trial
Cicero took occafion to travel abroad , on pretence
of his health , but in reality to avoid the effedts
of Sylla’s difpleafure : ” but there feems to be no
ground for this notion : for Sylla’s revenge was
now fatiated , and his mind wholly bent on reftor-
ing the public tranquillity ; and it is evident , that
Cicero continued a year after this in Rome
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without any apprehenfion of danger , engaged,
as before , in the fame talk of pleading caufes ” °;
and in one efpecialiy , more obnoxious to Sylla’s
refentment , even than that of Rofcius : for in the
cafe “ of a woman of Arretium , he defended the
right of certain Towns of Italy to the freedom
of Rome , though Sylla himfelf had deprived
them of it by an exprefs law ; maintaining it to be
one of thofe natural rights , which no law or
power on earth could take from them : ” in which
alfo he carried his point , in oppofition to Cotta,
an Orator of the firft character and abilities , who
pleaded againft him

But we have a clear account from himfelf of
the real motive of his journey : “ my body , ” fays
he , “ at this time was exceedingly weak and
emaciated ; my neck long and fmall ; which is a
habit thought liable to great rifle of life, if engaged
in any fatigue or labor of the lungs ; and it gave
the greater alarm to thofe who had a regard for
me , that I ufed to fpeak without any remiffion
or variation , with the utmoft ftretch of my voice,
and great agitation of my body ; when my friends
therefore and Phyficians advifed me to meddle no
more with caufes , I refolved to run any hazard,
rather than quit the hopes of glory , which 1
propofed to myfelf from pleading : but when I
confidered , that by managing my voice , and
changing my way of fpeaking , I might both
avoid all danger , and fpeak with more eafe , I
took a refolution of travelling into Afia , merely
for an opportunity of correcting my manner of
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fpeaking : fo that after I had been two years at
the bar , and acquired a reputation in the Forum,
I left Rome , &c. II1. ”

He was twenty -eight years old , when he fet
forward upon his travels to Greece and Afia ; the
fafhionable tour of all thofe , who travelled either
for curiofity or improvement ; his firft vifit was
to Atheus , the capital feat of arts and fciences;
where fome writers tell us , that he fpent three
years 115, though in truth it was but fix months:
he took up his quarters with Antiochus , the
principal Fhilofopher of the old academy ; and
under this excellent mafter renewed , he fays,
thofe ftudies which he had been fond of from,
his earlieft youth . Here he met with his fchool-
fellow , T . Pomponius , who from his love to
Athens , and his fpending a great part of his
days in it , obtained the furname of Atticus 11*;
and here they revived and confirmed that memor¬
able friendfiiip , which fubfifted between them
through life , with fo celebrated a conftancy and
affection. Atticus , being an Epicurean , was often
drawing Cicero from his hoft Antiochus to the
converfation of Phaedrus and old Zeno , the chief
Profeffors of that feet , in hopes of making him a
convert ; on which fubjedt they ufed to have many
difputes between themfelves : but Cicero ’s view
in thefe vifits was but to convince himfelf more
effedual 'y of the weaknefs of that doctrine , by
obferving how eafily it might be confuted , when
explained even by the ableft teachers 11 Yet  he
did not give himfelf up fo entirely to Philofophy,



as to negled In’s rhetorical exercifes , -which he
performed ftill every day very diligently -with
Demetrius the Syrian , an experienced mailer of
the art of fpcaking Iia.

It was in this fir ft journey to Athens , that he
was initiated moll probably into the Eleufiniati
myfteries : for though we have no account of the
time , yet we cannot fix it better than in a
voyage undertaken both for the improvement of
his mind and body . The reverence with which
he always fpeaks of thefe myfteries , and the hints
that he has dropt of their end and ufe , feem to
confirm what a very learned and ingenious writer
has delivered of them , that they were contrived
to inculcate “ the unity of God , and the immor¬
tality of the Soul II7. ” As for the firft , after
obferving to Atticus , who was one alfo of the
initiated , how “ the Gods of the popular religions
•were all but deceafed mortals , advanced from
earth to heaven, ” be bids him “ remember the
doctrines of the myfteries , in order to recoiled:
the univerfality of that truth : ” and as to the
fecond , he declares “ his initiation to be in fad,
what the name itfelf implied , a real beginning of
life to him ; as it taught the way , not only of
living with greater pleafure , but of dying alfo
with a better hope' 18.”

From Athens he patted into Alia , where he
gathered about him all the principal Orators of
the country , who kept him company through
the reft of his voyage ; and with whom he
conftan'tly exercifed himfelf in every place, where
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he made any flay . “ The chief of them , ” fays
he , “ was IVlenippus of Stratonica , the mod
eloquent of all the Afxatics; and if to ' be neither
tedious , nor impertinent , be the character !flic of
an Attic Orator , he may juflly be ranked in that
clafs : Dionyfius alfo of Magnefia , iEfchylus of
Cnidos , and Xenocles of Adramyttus were conti¬
nually with me , who were reckoned the firft
Rhetoricians of Afia : nor yet content with thefe,
I went to Rhodes , and applied myfelf again to
Molo , whom I had heard before at Rome ; who
was both an experienced Pleader , and a fine
writer , and particularly expert in obferving the
faults of his fcholars , as well as in his method of
teaching and improving them : his greateft troublewith me was to reftrain the exuberance of a
juvenile imagination , always ready to overflow
it’s banks , within it’s due and proper chan¬nel" 9.”

But as at Athens , where he employed himfelf
chiefly in Philofophy , he did not intermit his
oratorical ftudies , fo at Rhodes , where his chief
ftudy was Oratory , he gave fome fhare alfo of
his time to Philofophy with Pofidonius , the moft
efteemed and learned Stoic of that age ; whom
he often fpeaks of with honor , not only as his
mafter , but as his friend 1" . It was his conftant
care , that the progrefs of his knowledge flrould
keep pace with the improvement of his eloquence;he confidered the one as the foundation of the
other , and thought it in vain to acquire orna¬
ments , before he had provided neceffary furniture:
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w he declaimed here in Greek , becaufe Molo did
MS not underftand Latin ; and upon ending his decla¬
re mation, while the reft of the company were lavilh
:o! of their praifes, Molo , inftead of paying any
th: compliment, fat filent a confiderable time , till
>o! obferving Cicero fomewbat difturbed at it , he
mi- faid , “ as for you , Cicero , I praife and admire
firi you , but pity the fortune of Greece , to fee arts
eft, and eloquence , the only ornaments which were
to left to her , tranfplanted by you to Rome I2‘. ”

rfco Having thus finifhed the circuit of his travels, he
ine came back again to Italy , after an excurfion of
hi  two years extremely improved , and changed
of as it were into a new man : the vehemence of
le his voice and adtion was moderated; the redun-
a dancy of his ftyle and fancy corredted; his lungs

y,v ftrengthened ; and his whole conftitution con-
an. firmed 11S.

This voyage of Cicero feems to be the only
[tli fcheme and pattern of travelling , from which
b any real benefit is to be expected : he did not ftir
^ abroad, till he had completed his education at
tt home ; for nothing can be more pernicious to a
0j nation , than the neceffity of a foreign one ; and
w after he had acquired in his own country what-
^ ever was proper to form a worthy Citizen and
u! Magiftrate of Rome , he went confirmed by a
jj maturity of age and reafon againft the impreffions
£. of vice , not fo much to learn as to polilh what
te he had learnt, by vifiting thofe places , where arts
j. and fciences flourilhed in their greateft perfection.

In a tour the rooft delightful of the •world , he
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faw every thing that could entertain a curious
traveller , yet ftaid no where any longer than
his benefit , not his pleafure detained him. By
his previous knowledge of the laws of Rome,
he was able to compare them with thofe of other
cities , and to bring back with him whatever he
found ufeful , either to his country or to himfelf.
He was lodged , where - ever he came , in the
houfes of the great and the eminent ; not fo muchfor their birth and wealth , as for their virtue,
knowledge , and learning ; men honored and
reverenced in their feveral Cities , as the principal
Patriots , Orators , 'and Philofophers of the age:
thefe he made the conftant companions of his
travels ; that he might not lofe the opportunity
even on the road , of profiting by their advice
and experience ; and from fuch a voyage , it is
no wonder , that he brought back every accom-
plifinnent , which could improve and adorn a manof fenfe.

Pompey returned about this time victorious
from Africa ; where he had greatly enlarged the
bounds of the Empire , by the conqueft and addi¬
tion of many new countries to the Roman domi¬
nion . He was received with great marks of refpectby the Dictator Sylla , who went out to meet him
at the head of the nobility , and faluted him bythe title of Magnus , or the Great ; which from
that authority was ever after given to him by all
people . But his demand of a triumph difgulted
both Sylla and the Senate ; who thought it too
ambitious in one , who had paffed through none
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of the public offices, nor was of age to be a Se¬
nator , to afpire to an honor , which had never
been granted , except to Confuls or Pnetors : but
Pompey , infilling on his demand , extorted Sy lla’s
confent , and was the firft whofe triumphal car is
faid to have been drawn by Elephants , and the
only one of the Equeftrian order who had ever
triumphed : which gave an unufual joy to the
people , to fee a man of their own body obtain fo
fignal an honor ; and much more to fee him de-
fcend again from it to his old rank , and private
condition among the Knights

While Pompey , by his exploits in war , had
acquired the furname of the Great , J. Ctefar , about
fix years younger , was giving proofs likewife of his
military genius , and ferving as a volunteer at the
fiege of Mitylene ; a fplendid and flourifhing city
of Lefbos , which had affifled Mithridates in the
late war , and perfidioufly delivered up to him M.
Aquilius , a perfon of Confular dignity , who had
been fent Ambaffador to that King , and after the
defeat of the Roman army had taken refuge in
Mitylene , as in a place of the greatefl fecurity.
Mithridates is faid to have treated him with the
laft indignity ; carrying him about in triumph,
mounted upon an Afs , and forcing him to pro¬
claim every where aloud , that he was Aquilius,
who had been the chief caufe of the war . But
the Town now paid dear for that treachery , being
taken by ftorm , and almofi: demolifihed by Q.
Thermus : though Pompey reflored it afterwards
to it’s former beauty and liberty , at the requeft
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of bis favorite freedman Theophanes . In this
fiege Ctefar obtained the honor of a Civic crown;
which , though made only of oaken leaves , was
efteemed the moft reputable badge of Martial
virtue ; and never bellowed , but for faving the
life of a Citizen , and killing at the fame time !
an enemy fi+.

Sylla died while Cicero was at Athens , after j
he had laid down the Didatorfhip and reftored i
liberty to the Republic , and , with an uncommon
greatnefs of mind , lived many months as a private |
Senator and with perfed fecurity in that City ■
where he had exercifed the moft bloody tyranny:
but nothing was thought to be greater in his cha-
rader , than that during the three years , in which
the Marians were matters of Italy , he neither dif-
fembled his refolution of purfuing them by arms,
nor negleded the war which he had upon his
hands ; but thought it his duty , firft to chaftife a
foreign enemy , before he took his revenge upon
Citizens 115. His family was noble and Patrician,
which yet , through the indolence of his Anceftors,
had made no figure in the Republic for many ge¬
nerations , and was almoft funk into obfcurity , till
he produced it again into light , by afpiring to the
honors of the State. He was a lover and patron
of polite letters ; having been carefully inftituted
himfelf in all the learning of Greece and Rome;
but from a peculiar gaity of temper , and fondnefs
for the company of Mimics and Players , was
drawn , when young , into a life of luxury and plea-fure ; fo that when he was fent Ouasftor to Marius

in
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in the Jugurthine war ,■Marius complained , that
in fo rough and defperate a fervice chance had
given him fo foft and delicate a Quaeftor. But
whether roufed by the example , or Rung by the
reproach of his General , he behaved himfelf in
that charge with the greatefl: vigor and courage,
fuffering no man to outdo him in any part of
military duty or labor , making himfelf equal and
familiar even to the lowed : of the foldiers , and
obliging them all by his good offices and his
money ; fo that he foon acquired the favor of the
army , with the character of a brave and fkilful
Commander ; and lived to drive Marius himfelf t
banifhed and profcribed , into that very province
where he had been contemned by him at firft as
his Quseftor He had a wonderful faculty of
concealing his paffions and purpofes , and was fo
different from himfelf in different circumftances,
that he feemed as it were to be two men in onei
no man was ever more mild and moderate before
vidory ; none more bloody and cruel after it tlT.
In war he pradifed the fame art , that he had feeit
fo fuccefsful to Marius , of railing a kind of
enthufiafm and contempt of danger in his army,
by the forgery of aufpices and divine admoni¬
tions : for which end he carried always about
with him a little ftatue of Apollo taken from the
.Temple of Delphi : and whenever he had refolved
to give battle , ufed to embrace it in fight of the
foldiers , and beg the fpeedy confirmation of it’s
promifes to him ,2S. From an uninterrupted courfe
of fuccefs and profperity he affumed a furname,

Vol . I. E
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unknown before to the Romans , of Felix or the
Fortunate ; and would have been fortunate indeed,
fays Velleius , if his life had ended with his
victories Pliny calls it a wicked title , drawn
from the blood and oppreffion of his country;
for which poflerity would think him more unfor¬
tunate , even than thofe whom he had put to
death ' ” . He had one felicity however peculiar
to himfelf , of being the only man in hiftory , in
whom the odium of the moft barbarous cruelties
was extinguifhed by the glory of his great ads.
Cicero , though he had a good opinion of his
caufe , yet detefted the inhumanity of his vidory,
and never fpeaks of him with refped , nor of his
government , but as a proper tyranny ; calling him
“a mailer of three moll; peftilent vices , luxury,
avarice , cruelty He was the firft of his
family , whofe dead body was burnt : for having
ordered Marius ’s remains to be taken out of his
grave , and thrown into the river Anio , he
was apprehenfive of the fame infult upon his
own , if left to the ufual way of burial ,5\ A
little before his death , he made his own Epitaph,
the fum of which was , “ that no man had ever
gone beyond him , in doing good to his friends,
or hurt to his enemies IJ5 .”

As foon as Sylla was dead , the old diffenfions,
that had been frnothered a while by the terror of
his power , burft out again into a flame between
the two fadions , fupported feverally by the two
Confuls , Q, Catulus and M . Lepidus , who were
wholly oppofite to each other in party and politics.
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Lepidus refolved at all adventures to refeind the
adls of Sylla , and recall the exiled IVlarians ; and
began openly to folicit the people to fupport him
in that refolution : but his attempt , though plau-
fible , was fa&ious and unfeafonable , tending to
overturn the prefent fettlement of the Republic,
which after it’s late wounds and lofs of civil blood,
wanted nothing fo much as reft and quiet , to re¬
cover a tolerable degree of ftrength . Catulus ’s
father , the ableft Statesman of his time , and the
chief affertor of the Ariftocratical intereft , had been
condemned to die by Marius : the fon therefore,
who inherited his virtues , as well as his principles,
and was confirmed in them by a refentment of
that injury , vigoroufly oppofed and effectually
difappointed all the defigns of his Colleague ; who
finding himfelf unable to gain his end without re¬
curring to arms , retired to his government of
Gaul , with intent to raife a force fufficient to fub-
due all oppofition ; where the fame of his levies
and military preparations gave fuch umbrage to
the Senate, that they foon abrogated bis command.
Upon this he came forward into Italy at the head
of a great army , and having pofleffed himfelf of
Etruria without oppofition , marched in a hoftile
manner towards the City , to the demand of a fe-
cond Confulfhip. He had with him feveral of the
chief Magiftrates , and the good willies of all the
Tribunes , and hoped by the authority of the Ma.
rian caufe , which was always favored by the po.
pulace , to advance himfelf into Sylla’s place , and
ufurp the fovereign power of Rome . Catulus in

E 3
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the mean time upon the expiration of his office,
was inverted with Proconfular authority , and
charged with the defence of the government ; and
Pompey alfo , by a decree of the Senate , was
joined with him in the fame commiffioii ; who
having united their forces before Lepidus could
reach the city , came to an engagement with him
near the Milvian bridge , within a mile or two from
the walls , where they totally routed and difperfed
his whole army . But the Cifalpine Gaul being
ftill in the portellion of his Lieutenant , M . Brutus,
the father of him who afterwards killed Caefar,
Pompey marched forward to reduce that Pro¬
vince : where Brutus , after fuftaining a ficge in
Modena , furrendered himfeif into his hands ; but
being conduced , as he defired , by a guard of
horfe to a certain village upon the Po , he was
there killed by Pompey ’s orders . This aft was
cenfured as cruel and unjuft , and Pompey gene¬
rally blamed for killing a man of the firft quality,
who had furrendered himfeif voluntarily and on
the condition of his life : but he aded probably
by the advice of Catulus , in laying hold of the
pretext of Brutus ’s treafon , to deftroy a man , who
from his rank and authority , might have been a
dangerous Head to the Marian party , and capable
of difturbing that Ariftocracy , which Sylla had
ertablilhed , and which the Senate and all the
better fort were very defirous to maintain . Le¬
pidus efcaped into Sardinia , where he died foon
after of grief , to fee his hopes and fortunes fo
miferably blafted : and thus ended the civil war
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of Lepidus , as the Roman writers call it , which,
though but fhort lived , was thought confiderable
enough by Salluft to be made the fubjed of a
diftind Hiftory , of which feveral fragments are
ftill remaining ,J4.

As Cicero was returning from his travels towards
Rome , full of hopes , and afpiring thoughts , his
ambition was checked , as Plutarch tells us , by
the Delphic Oracle : for upon confulting Apollo,
by what means he might arrive at the height of
glory , he was anfwered , “ by making his own
genius and not the opinion of the people , the
guide of his life ; ” upon which he carried himfelf
after his return with great caution , and was very
fhy of pretending to public honors . But though
the rule be very good , yet Cicero was certainly
too wife , and had fpent too much of his time
with Philofophers , to fetch it from an Oracle,
which according to his own account , had been
in the utmoft contempt for many ages , and was
confidered by all men of fenfe as a mere im-
pofture 1*' . But if he really went to Delphi , of
which we have not the leaft hint in any of his
writings , we mud impute it to the fame motive,
that draws fo many Travellers at this day to the
Holy Houfe of Loretto ; the curiofity of feeing
a place fo celebrated through the world for it’s
fandity and riches. After his return , however , he
was fo far from obferving that caution which
Plutarch fpeaks of , that he freely and forwardly
refumed his former employment of pleading ; and

Ea
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after one year more fpent at the Bar , obtained in
the next the dignity of Quaeftor.

Among the caufes which he pleaded before his
Quseftorfhip was that of the famous Comedian
Rofcius , whom a fingular merit in his art. had re¬
commended to the familiarity and friendship of
the greateft men in Rome" 4. The caufe was
this ; one Fannius “ had made over to Rofcius a
young fla.ve , to be formed by him to the ftage,
on condition of a partnership in the profits , which
the (lave fliould acquire by acting : the ftave was
afterwards killed , and Rofcius profecuted the
Murderer for damages , and obtained , by a com¬
position , a little farm worth about eight hundred
pounds , for his particular Share: Fanniusalfo fued
Separately , and was fuppofed to have gained as
much , but pretending to have recovered nothing,
Sued Rofcius for the moiety of what he had re¬
ceived . ” One cannot but obferve from Cicero ’s
pleading the wonderful efteem and reputation in
which Rofcius then flourished , of whom he draws
a very amiable pidlure . — “ Has Rofcius then,”
fays he , “ defrauded his partner ? Can fuch a ftain
ftick upon fuch a man ? who , I fpeak it with
confidence , has more integrity than fkill , more
veracity than experience : whom the people of
Rome know to be a better man than he is an
Aftor ; and while he makes the firft figure on the
ftage for his art , is worthy of the Senate for his
virtue ” In another place he fays of him , “ that
he was fuch an artift , as to feem the only one
fit to come upon the ftage ; yet fuch a man , as to
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feem the only one unfit to come upon it at all
and that his adion was fo perfed and admirable,
that when a man excelled in any other profeffion,
it was grown into a proverb to call him a Rof-
cius ” His daily pay for acting is faid to have
been about thirty pounds fterlingPliny  com¬
putes his yearly profit at four thoufand pounds I4 ‘;
but Cicero feems to rate it at five thoufand . He

was generous , benevolent , and a contemner of
money ; and after he had raifed an ample fortune
from the ftage , gave his pains to the public for
many years without any pay : whence Cicero urges
it as incredible , “ that he who in ten years paft
might honeftly have gained fifty thoufand pounds,
which he refufed , ffiould be tempted to commit a
fraud for the paultry fum of four hundred 141 .”

At the fame of Cicero ’s return from Greece,
there reigned in the Forum two Orators of noble
birth and great authority , Cotta and Hortenfius,
whofe glory inflamed him with an emulation of
their virtues . Cotta ’s way of fpeaking was calm
and eafy , flowing with great elegance and propriety
of didion ; Hortenfius ’s fprightly , elevated , and
warming both by his words and adion ; who being
the nearer to him in age , about eight years older,
and excelling in his own tafte and manner , was
confidered by him more particularly as his pattern,
or competitor rather in glory 14*. The bufinefs of
pleading , though a profeffion of all others the molt
laborious , yet was not mercenary , or undertaken
for any pay ; for it was illegal to take money , or
to accept even a prefent for it : but the richeft,

E 4
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the greateft , and the nobleft of Rome freely offer¬
ed their talents to the fervice of their citizens , as
the common Guardians and Protectors of the in¬
nocent and diftreffed This was a conftitution
as old as Romulus , who affigned the patronage
of the people to the Patricians or Senators , with¬
out fee or reward : but in fucceeding ages , when,
through the avarice of the Nobles , it was become
a cuftom for all Clients , to make annual prefents
to their Patrons , by which the body of the Citi¬
zens was made tributary as it were to the Senate,
M . Cincius , a Tribune , publifhedalaw , prohibit¬
ing all Senators “ to take money or gifts on any
account , and efpecially for pleading caufes. ” In
the conteft about this law , Cicero mentions a fmart
reply made by the Tribune to C. Cento , one of
the Orators who oppofed it ; for when Cento afked
him with fome fcorn , “ What is it , my little
Cincius , that you are making all this ftir about ? ”
Cincius replied , “ that you , Caius , may pay for
what you ufe ‘“ .” We rauft not imagine however,
that this generofity of the Great was wholly dif-
interefted , or without any expectation of fruit;
for it brought the nobleft which a liberal mind
could receive , the fruit of praife and honor from
the public voice of their country : it was the proper
inftrument of their ambition , and the fure means
of advancing them to the firft dignities of the
State : they gave their labors to the people , and
the people repaid them with the honors and pre¬
ferments which they had the power to bellow:
this was a wife and happy conftitution , where by
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a neceffary connexion between virtue and honor,
they ferved mutually to produce and perpetuate
each other ; where the reward of honors excited
merit , and merit never failed to procure honors;
the only policy which can make a nation great
and profperous.

Thus the three Orators juft mentioned , accord¬
ing to the cuftom and conftitution of Rome,
were all feverally employed this fummer in fuing
for the different Offices, to which their different
age and rank gave them a right to pretend;
Cotta for the ConfuKhip , Hortenfius the j£ di-
Iefhip , Cicero the Quaeftorfhip ; in which they
all fucceeded : and Cicero efpecially had the honor
to be chofen the firft of all his competitors by
the unanimous fuffrage of the Tribes ; and in the
firft year in which he was capable of it by law ,
the thirty firft of his age I45.

The Quaeftors were the general Receivers or
Treafurers of the Republic ; whofe number had
been gradually enlarged with the bounds and re¬
venues of the Empire from two to twenty , as it
now flood from the laft regulation of Sylla . They
were fent annually into the feveral Provinces , one
with every Proconful or Governor , to whom they
were the next in authority , and had the proper
equipage of Magiftrates , the Li&ors carrying the
Pafces before them ; which was not however allow¬
ed to them at Rome . Befides the care of the
revenues , it was their bufinefs alfo to provide com
and all forts of grain for the ufe of the armies
abroad , and the public confumptron at home.
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This was the firft ftep in the legal afcent and
gradation of public honors , which gave an imme¬
diate right to the Senate , and after the expiration
of the office an actual admiffion into it during life :
and though ftridtly fpeaking none were held to be
complete Senators , till they were enrolled at the
next Luftrum , in the lift of the Cenfors , yet that was
only a matter of form , and what could not be
denied to them , unlefs for the charge and notoriety
of fome crime , for which every other Senator was
equally liable to be degraded . Thefe Quseftors
therefore , chofen annually by the people , were the
regular and ordinary fupply of the vacancies of
the Senate , which confifted at this time of about
five hundred : by which excellent inftitution the
way to the higheft Order of the State was laid open
to the virtue and induftry of every private citizen;
and the dignity of this Sovereign Council maintain¬
ed by a fucceflion of members , whofe diftinguiflied
merit had firft recommended them to the notice
and favor of their Country I4\

The Confuls of this year were Cn . Octavius
and C . Scribonius Curio ; the firft was Cicero’s
particular friend , aperfonof fingular humanity and
benevolence , but cruelly affli&ed with the gout;
whom Cicero therefore urges as an example againft
the Epicureans , to fhow that a life fupported by
innocence could not be made miferable by pain 14 *.
The fecond was a profefl'ed Orator , or Pleader at
the Bar , where he fuftained fome credit , without
any other accomplifhment of art or nature , than
a certain purity and fplendor of language , derived
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from the inRitution of a Father , who was eReem-
ed for his eloquence : his adion was vehement,
with fo abfurd a manner of waving his body
from one fide to the other , as to give occafion
to a jeft upon him,  that he had learnt to fpeak
in a boat . They were both of them however
good MagiRrates ; fuch as the prefent Rate of the
Republic required ; firm to the intereRs of the
Senate , and the late efiablifhment made by Sylla ,
which the Tribunes were laboring by all their arts
to overthrow . Thefe Confuls therefore were called
before the people by Sicinius , a bold and fadious
Tribune , to declare their opinion about the revo¬
cation of Sylla ’s ads , and the refloration of the
Tribunician power , which was now the only
quefiion that engaged the zeal and attention of the
City : Curio fpoke much againR it with his ufual
vehemence and agitation of body ; while Odavius
fat by , crippled with the gout , and wrapped up
in plaiRers and ointments : when Curio had done,
the Tribune , a man of a humorous wit , told
Odavius , “ that he could never make amends to
his Colleague for the fervice of that day ; for if he
had not taken fuch pains to beat away the flies,
they would certainly have devoured him *** ” But
while Sicinius was purfuing his feditious pradices,
and ufing all endeavours to excite the people to
fome violence againR the Senate , he was killed
by the management of Curio , in a tumult of his
own raifing " \

We have no account of the precife time of
Cicero ’s marriage ; which was celebrated moft
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probably in the end of the preceding year , im¬
mediately after his return to Rome , when he was
about thirty years old : it cannot be placed later,
becaufe his daughter was married the year before
his Confullhip , at the age only of thirteen;
though we fuppofe her to be born this year on
the fifth of Auguft , which is mentioned to be her
birth -day Nor is there any thing certain
delivered of the family and condition of his wife
Terentia ; yet from her name , her great fortune,
and her filler Fabia’s being one of the Veftal
Virgins ISI, we may conclude , that Ihe was nobly
defcended. This year therefore was particularly
fortunate to him , as it brought an increafe not
only of iflue, but of dignity into his family
by railing it from the Equellrian to the Senatorian
rank ; and by this early talleof popular favor gave
him a fure prefage of his future advancement to
the fuperior honors of the Republic.

i
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The  Provinces of the Quaeftors being diftri-
buted to them always by lot , the Ifland of
Sicily happened to fall to Cicero ’s Jthare \ This
was the fir ft country , which , after the redudion
of Italy , became a prey to the power of Rome *,
and was then thought confiderable enough to be
divided into two Provinces of Lilybeum and
Syracufe ; the former of which was allotted to
Cicero : for though they were both united at
this time under one Praetor or fupreme Governor,
S. Peducaeus , yet they continued ftill to have
each of them a diftind Qutcftor s. He received
this Office , not as a gift , but a truft ; “ and
confidered it,”  he fays , “ as a public Theatre , in
which the eyes of the world were turned upon
himand  that he might ad his part with the greater
credit , refolved to devote his whole attention to
it ; and to deny himfelf every pleafure , every
gratification of his appetites , even the moll inno¬
cent and natural , which could obftrud the laud¬
able difcharge of it \

Sicily was ufually called the Granary of the
Republic ’ ; and the Quseftor’s chief employ¬
ment in it was to fupply corn and provifions for
the ufe of the City : but there happening to be a
peculiar fcarcity this year at Rome , it made the
people very clamorous , and gave the Tribunes an
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opportunity of inflaming them the more eafily , by
charging it to the lofs of the Tribunician power,
and their being left a prey by that means to the
oppreflions of the great s. It was neceffary there¬
fore to the public quiet , to fend out large and
fpeedy fupplies from Sicily , by which the Ifland
was like to be drained ; fo that Cicero had a dif¬
ficult talk to furnifh what was fufficient for the
demands of the City , without being grievous at
the fame time to the poor natives : yet he ma¬
naged the matter with fo much prudence and ad-
drefs , that he made very great exportations , with¬
out any burden upon the Province ; fhowing
great courtefy all the while to the dealers , juftice
to the merchants , generofity to the inhabitants,
humanity to the allies ; and in fhort , doing all
manner of good offices to every body ; by which
he gained the love and admiration of all the Sici¬
lians , who decreed greater honors to him at his
departure , than they had ever decreed before to
any of their Chief Governors 7. During hisrefidence
in the Country , feveral young Romans of quality ,
who ferved in the army , having committed fome
great diforder and offence againft martial difei-
pline , ran away to Rome for fear of punishment;
where being feized by the Magi fixates, they were
fent back to be tried before the Praetor in Sicily :
but Cicero undertook their defence , and pleaded
for them fo well , that he got them all acquitted
and by that means obliged many confiderable
families of the City.

In the hours of leifure from his Provincial
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affairs , he employed himfelf very diligently , as
he ufed to do at Rome , in his rhetorical ftudies;
agreeably to the rule which he conflantly incul¬
cates , “ never to let one day pafs without fome exer-
cife of that kind ” : fo that on his return from Sicily
his oratorical talents were , according to his own
judgment , in their full perfection and maturity
The Country itfelf , famous of old for it’s fchool
of eloquence , might afford a particular invitation
to the revival of thofe ftudies : for the Sicilians,
as he tells us , being a lharp and litigious people ,
and after the expulfion of their Tyrants , having
many controverfies among themfelves about pro¬
perty , which required much pleading , were the firft
who invented rules and taught an art of fpeaking,
of which Corax and Tyfias were the firft Profeffors:
an art which , above all others , owes it’s birth to
liberty , and can never flourifh but in a free air ” ,

Before he left Sicily he made the tour of the
Ifiand , to fee every thing in it that was curious,
and efpecially the city of Syracufe , which had
always made the principal figure in it’s hiftory.
Here his firft requeft to the Magiftrates , who were
fhowing him the curiofities of the place , was to
let him fee the tomb of Archimedes whofe name
had done fo much honor to it ; but to his furprifc
he perceived , that they knew nothing at all of the
matter , and even denied that there was any fuch
tomb remaining : yet as be was affured of it be¬
yond all doubt by the concurrent teftimony of
writers , and remembered the verfes infcribed , and
that there was a Sphere with a Cylinder engraved
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on fome part of it , he would not be diffuaded
from the pains of fearching it out . When they
had carried him therefore to the gate , where the
greateft number of their old Sepulchres flood , he
obferved in a fpot overgrown with flirubs and
briars , a fmall Column , whofe head juft appeared
above the bullies , with the figure of a Sphere and
Cylinder upon it ; this , he prefently told the com¬
pany , was the thing that they were looking for ; and
fending in fome men to clear the? ground of the
brambles and rubbilh , he found the infcription alfo
which he expected , though the latter part of all
the verfes was effaced. Thus , fays he , one of the
nobleft Cities of Greece , and once likewife the
moft learned , had known nothing of the Monu¬
ment of it’s moft deferving and ingenious Citizen ,
if it had not been difcovered to them by a Native
of Arpinum *\ At the expiration of his year he
took leave of the Sicilians by a kind and affectionate
fpeech , alluring them of his protection in all their
affairs at Rome ; in which he was as good as his
word , and continued ever after their conftant
patron , to the great benefit and advantage ofthe Province.

He came away extremely pleafedwith the fuc-
cefs of his adminiftration ; and flattering bimfelf,
that all Rome was celebrating his praifes , and that
the people would readily grant him every thing that
he defired ; in which imagination he landed at
Puteoli , a conliderable port adjoining to Baias, the
chief feat of pleafure in Italy , where there was a
perpetual refort of all the rich and the great , as well

for
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for tire delights of it ’s fituation , as the ufe of it’s
baths and hot waters . But here , as he himfelf plea-
fantly tells the ftory , he was not a little mortified by
the firlh friend whom he met ; who afked him ,
How long he had left Rome , and what news there?
when he anfwered . Thathe camefrom theProvinces:
From Africa , I fuppofe , fays another : and upon
his replying with fome indignation , No ; I come
from Sicily : a third , who flood by , and had a
mind to be thought wifer , faid prefently , Howf
did you not know that Cicero was Ouseftor of
Syracufe ? Upon which , perceiving it in vain
to be angry , he fell into the humor of the place f
and made himfelf one of the company who came
to the waters . This mortification gave fome little
check to his ambition , or taught him rather , how
to apply it more fuccefsfully ; and did him more
good , he fays , “ than if he had received all the
compliments that he expedted ; ” for it made hitn
reflect , “ that the people of Rome had dull ears,
but quick eyes ; and that it was his bufinefs to keep
himfelf always in their fight ; nor to be fo folici-
tous how to make them hear of him , as to make
them fee him : fo that from this moment he refolved
to flick clofe to the Forum , and to live perpetually
in the view of the City ; nor to fuffer either his
porter or his fleep to hinder any man’s accefs to1■ t) ))him

At his return to Rome he found the Confuf,
L. Lucullus , employing all his power to repel the
attempts of a turbulent Tribune , L. Quindtius,
who had a manner of fpeaking peculiarly adapted

Vol . I. F
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to inflame the multitude , and was perpetually
exerting it , to perfuade them to reverie Sylla’s
ads ” . Thefe ads were odious to all who affeded

popularity , efpecially to the Tribunes , who could
not brook with any patience the diminution of their
ancient power ; yet all prudent men were defirous
to fupport them , as the beft foundation of a lafting
peace and firm fettlement of the Republic . The
Tribune Sicinius made the firft attack upon them foon
after Sylla’s death , but loft his life in the quarrel;
which , inftead of quenching , added fuel to the
flame ; fo that C . Cotta , one of the next Confuls,
a man of moderate principles and obnoxious to
neither party , made it his bufinefs to mitigate thefe
heats , by mediating between the Senate and the
Tribunes , and remitting a part of the reftraint that
Sylla had laid upon them , fo far as to reftore them
to a capacity of holding the fuperior Magiftracies.
But a partial reftitution could not fatisfy them}
they were as clamorous ftill as ever , and thought
it a treachery to be quiet , till they had recovered
their whole rights : for which purpofe Quindius
was now imitating his predeceffor Sicinius , and ex¬
citing the populace to do themfelves juftice againft
their oppreffors , nor fuffer their power and liber¬
ties to be extorted from them by the Nobles . But
the vigor of Lucullus prevented him from gaining
any farther advantage , or making any impreffion
this year to the difturbance of the public peace I4.

C . Verres , of whom we fhall have occafion
to fay mote hereafter , was now alfo Praetor of the
City , or the fupreme Adminiftrator of Juftice;
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whofe decrees were not reltrained to the ftvidletter
of the law , but formed uiu .illy upon the princi¬
ples of common equity ; which , while it gives a
greater liberty of doing what is right , gives a
greater latitude withal of doing wrong ; and the
power was never in worfe hands , or more cor¬
ruptly adminiltered than by Verres : “ for there was
nota man in Italy , ’’fays Cicero , “ who had alaw -fuit
at Rome , but knew , that the rights and properties
of the Roman people were determined by the will
and pleafure of his whore *\ ”

There was a very extraordinary CommilTion
granted this year toIYI . Antonius , the father of the
Triumvir ; the infpechon and command of all the
coalts of the Mediterranean : a boundlefs power,
as Cicero calls it 16, which gave him an opportunity
of plundering the Provinces , and committing all
kinds of outrage on the Allies . He invaded Crete
without any declaration of war , on purpofe to en-
flave it , and with fuch an affurance of victory , that
he carried more fetters with him than arms 17. But
he met with the fate that he deferved : for the
Cretans totally routed him in a naval engagement,
and returned triumphant into their ports , with the
bodies of their enemies hanging on their malts.
Antonius died foon after this diigrace , infamous
in his character , nor in any refpect a better man,
fays Afcanius , than his fon I8. But Metellus made
the Cretans pay dear for their triumph , by the
entire conqueft of their country : “ in which war, ” as
Florus fays , “ if the truth mult be told , the Romans
were the aggrelfors ; and though they charged the

F *
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Cretans with favoring Mithridates , yet their real
motive was , the defire of conquering fo noble an
Eland

Mithridates alfo had now renewed the war
againft Rome ; encouraged to it by the diverfion
which Sertorius was giving at the fame time in
Spain to their bell troops and ableft Generals,
Metellus and Porrpey : fo that Lucullus , who
on the expiration of his Confullbip had the
Province of Aha allotted to him , obtained with
it of courfe the command of this war . Bat while
their arms were thus employed in the different
extremities of the Empire , an ugly difturbance
broke out at home , which , though contemptible
enough in it ’s origin , began in a fhort time to
fpread terror and confternation through all Italy . It
took it’s rife from a few Gladiators , fcarce above
thirty at the firft , who broke out of their fchool
at Capua , and having feized a quantity of arms , and
drawn a number of flaves after them , ported
themfelves on Mount Vefuvius : here they were
prefently furrounded by the Praetor Clodius Glaber,
with a good body of regular troops ; but forcing
their way through them with fword in hand , they
affaulted and took his camp , and made themfelves
mafters of all Campania . From this fuccefs their
numbers prefently increafed to the fize of a juft
army of forty thoufand fighting men : with which
they made head againft the Roman legions , and
fuftained a vigorous war for three years in the very
bowels of Italy ; where they defeated feveral Com¬
manders of Confular andPrsetorian rank ; and , puffed
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up with their vi &ories , began to talk of attacking
Rome . But M . CrafTus the Praetor , to whom the
war was committed , having gathered about him
all the forces which were near home , chaftifed
their infolence , and drove them before him to the
extremity of Rhegium ; where , for want of vef*
fels to make their efcape , the greateft part was de«
ftroyed , and among them their General Spartacus,
fighting bravely to the lafi at the head of his def-
perate troops 10. This was called the fervile war,
for which CrafTus had the honor of an Ovation , it
being thought beneath the dignity of the Republic
to grant a full Triumph for the conqueft of flaves :
but to bring it as near as poffible to a 1 riumph ,
CrafTus procured a fpecial decree of the Senate to
authorize him to wear the laurel Crown , which was
the proper ornament of the Triumph , as myrtle
was of the Ovation ll .

The Sertorian war happened to be finifhedalfo
fortunately near the fame time. The author of it,
Sertorius , was bred under C. Marius , with whom
be had ferved in all his wars , with a Angular re¬
putation , not only of martial virtue , but of juflice
and clemency ; for though he was firm to the
Marian party . he always difliked and oppofed their
cruelty , and advifed a more temperate ufe of their
power . After the death of Cinna , he fell into
Svlla’s hands , along with the Conful Scipio , when
the army abandoned them : Sylla difmiffed him
with life , on the account perhaps of his known
moderation : yet taking him to be an utter enemy
to his caufe , he foon after proscribed and drove

F 3
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him to the neceffity of feeking his fafety in foreign
countries. After feveral attemDts on Africa and»

the coafts of the Mediterranean , he found a fettle-
ment in Spain , whither all who fled from Sylla's
cruelty reforted to him , of whom he formed a
Senate , which gave laws to the whole Province.
Here , by bis great credit and addrefs , he railed
a force fufficient to fuftain a war of eight years
againft the whole power of the Republic ; and to
make it a queftion , whether Rome or Spam
fhould poffels the empire of the world . Q . Metellus,
an old experienced Commander , was fent againft
him fingiy at flrft ; but was fo often baffled and
circumvented by his fuperior vigor and dexterity,
that the people of Rome were forced to fend their
favorite Pompey to his affiftance , with the beft
troops of the Empire . Sertorius maintained his
ground againft them both ; and after many en¬
gagements , in which he generally came off equal,
often fuperior , was bafely murdered at a private
feaft by the treachery of Perperna ; who , being
the next to him in command , was envious of his
glory , and wanted to ufurp his power . Perperna
was of noble birth , and had been Praetor of Rome,
where he took up arms with the Conful Lepidus
to reverfe the adts of Sylla , and recal the pro-
fcribed Marians , and after their defeat carried off
the beft part of their troops to the fupport of Ser¬
torius “ : but inftead of gaining what he ex¬
pected from Sertorius ’s death , he ruined the caufe ,
of which he had made himfelf the chief , and put
an end to a war that was wholly fupported by the
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reputation of the General : for the revolted Pro¬
vinces prefently fubmitted ; and the army having
no confidence in their new leader , was eafily
broken and difperfed , and Perperna himfelf taken
prifoner.

Pompey is celebrated on this occafion for an
ad of great prudence and generofity : for when
Perperna , in hopes of faving his life , offered to
make fome important difcoveries , and to put into
his hands all Sertorius ’s papers , in which were
feveral letters from the principal Senators of Rome,
preffing him to bring his army into Italy ' for the fake
of overturning the prefent Government , he ordered
the papers to be burnt without reading them , and
Perperna to be killed without feeing him *\ He
knew , that the beft way of healing the difcontents
of the City , where fadionwas perpetually at work
todiflurb the public quiet , was , to eafe people of
thofe fears which a confcioufnefs of guilt would
fuggeft , rather than pufh them to the neceffity of
feeking their fecurity from a change of affairs , and
the overthrow of the State **. As he returned
into Italy at the head of his vidorious army , he
happened to fall in luckily with the remains of
thofe fugitives , who , after the deftrudion of Spar-
tacus , bad efcaped from Craffus , and were making
their way in a body towards the Alps , whom he
intercepted and entirely cut off to the number of
five thoufand ; and in a letter upon it to the Senate,
faid , “ that Craffus indeed had defeated the
Gladiators , but that he had plucked up the war by
the roots ,5. ■' Cicero likewife , from a particular

F 4
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diflike to Cralfus , affedted in his public fpecches
to give Fompey the honor of finifbing this war,
declaring , “ that the very fame of his coming had
broken the force of it , and his prefence extinguished• 2 6 ifit .

For this vidiory in Spain Pompey obtained a
fecond Triumph , while he was {till only a private
Citizen , and of the Equeftrian rank : but the next
day he took poffeffion of the Confulfhip , to which}ie had been eledted in his abfence ; and as if he
had been born to command , made his firfi: entry
into the Senate in the proper poll; to prefide in it.
He was not yet full thirty - fix years old , but the
Senate , by a decree , difpenfed with the incapacity
of his age and abfence ; and qualified him to hold the
higheft Magiftracy , before he was capable by law of
pretending even to the lowefl ; and by his authority
IYT. Craffus was eledted alfo for his Colleague lr.Craffus’s father and elder brother loll their
lives in the maffacres of Marius and Cinna ; but
he himfelf efcaped into Spain , and lay there con¬
cealed till Sylla’s return to Italy , whither he pre-
fently reforted to him , in hopes to revenge the
ruin of his fortunes and family on the oppofite
fadtion . As he was attached to Sylla’s caufe both
by intereft and inclination , fo he was much con-
iidered in it ; and being extremely greedy and ra¬
pacious , made ufe of all his credit to enrich himfelf
by the plunder of the enemy , and the purchafe ofconfifcated eftates , which Cicero calls his harveft.
By thefe methods he raifed an immenfe wealth ,
computed at many millions , gathered from the



fpoils and calamities of his country . He ufed to
fay, c<; that no man could be reckoned rich , who was
not able to maintain an army out of his own rents ”
and if the accounts of Antiquity be true , the number
of his fiaves was ficarce inferior to that of a full army;
which , inftead of being a burden , made one
part of his revenue ; being all trained to fome
ufeful art or profeflion , which enabled them not
only to fupport themfelves , but to bring a lhare
of profit to their mafter . Among the other trades
in his family , he is faid to have had above five
hundred mafons and architeds conftantly employed
in building or repairing the houfes of the City ’*.
He had contraded an early envy to Pompey , for
his fuperior credit both with Sylla and the people ;
which was ftill aggravated by Pompey ’s late at¬
tempt to rob him of the honor of ending thefervile
War ; but finding himfelf wholly unequal to his
Rival in military fame , he applied himfelf to the
arts of peace and eloquence ; in which he obtained
the character of a good fpeaker , and by his
eafy and familiar addrefs , and a readinefs to aflift
all , who wanted either his protedion or his money,
acquired a great authority in all the public affairs ;
fo that Pompey was glad to embrace and oblige
him , by taking him for his partner in the
Confulfhip.

Five years were now almoft elapfed , fince
Cicero ’s eledion to the Ouaeftorlhip : which was the
proper interval prefcribed bylaw , before he could
hold the next office of Tribune or iEdile ; and it
Was neceflary to pafs through one of thefe in his
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way to the fuperior dignities : he chofe therefore
to drop the Tribunate , as being ftript of it ’s ancient
power by the late ordinance of Sylla , and began
to make intereft for the jEdilelhip , while Horten-
fius at the fame time was fuing for the Confullhip.
He had employed all this interval in a clofe attend¬
ance on the forum ; and a perpetual courfe of
pleading l° , which greatly advanced his intereft
in the City ; efpecially when it was obferved , that
he llrictly complied with the law , by refilling not
only to take fees , but to accept even anyprefents,
in which the generality of patrons were lefs fcru-
pulous 3I. Yet all his Orations within this period
are loll ; of which number were thofe for M . Tullius
and L. Varenus , mentioned by Quintilian and
Prifcian , as extant in their time.

Some writers tell us , that he improved and per¬
fected his action by the inftructions ofRofciusand
iEfopus ; the two moll accomplilhed Actors in that,
or perhaps in any other age , the one in Comedy,
the other in Tragedy He had a great elleem
indeed for them both , and admired the uncommon
perfection of their art : but though he conde-
fcended to treat them as friends , he would have
difdained to ufe them as mailers . He had formed
kimfelf upon a nobler plan , drawn his rules of
action from nature and philofophy , and his prac¬
tice from the moll perfect fpeakers then living in
the world , and declares the Theatre to be an im¬
proper fchool for the inftitution of an Orator , as
teaching gellures too minute and unmanly , and
laboring more about the expreffion of words , than



M . T . CICERO. 75

of things 55: nay , he laughs fometimes at Horten-
°C1Cu fius for an action too foppilh and theatrical **, who

ufed to be rallied on that very account by the
ortec' other pleaders with the title of the Player ; fothat,
^ 'P' inthecaufe of P . Sylla , Torquatus , a free fpeaker
ltten1^ on the other fide , called him by way of ridicule,
k Dionyfia , an adtrefs of thofe times , in great
ltmi requeft for her dancing 5S. Yet Hortenfius himfelf
>^s: was fo far from borrowing his manner from the
'S no: Stage , that the Stage borrowed from him ; and
:lcnE, the tw0  celebrated Adlors juft mentioned , Rofcius
>Pcf“' and iEfopus , are faid to have attended all the trials
leriod jn which he pleaded , in order to perfedt the
nil® adtion of the Theatre by that of the Forum : which
^<1 feems indeed to be the more natural method of the

two , that they who adt in feigned life fhould take
per* their pattern from the true ; not thofe , who

reprefent the true , copy from that which is
that, feigned 5*. We are told however by others , what
iedr, doth not feem wholly improbable , that Cicero
fteeu ufed to divert himfelf fometimes with Rofcius ,
dsc!  and make it an exercife , or trial of fkill between
on& them , which could exprefs the fame paffion the
lav: moft varioully , the one by words , the other by

geftures 57.
As he had now devoted himfelf to a life of

bufinefs and ambition , fo he omitted none of the
ufual arts of recommending himfelf to popular
favor , and facilitating his advancement to the
fuperior honors . Pie thought it abfurd , that when
every little Artificer knew the name and ufe of all his
tools , a Statefman fhould uegledl the knowledge of0
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men , wlio were the proper inftruments , with which
he was to work : he made it his bufmefs there¬
fore to learn the name , the place , and the
condition of every eminent Citizen ; what eftate,
what friends , what neighbours he had ; and
could readily point out their feveral houfes , as
he travelled through Italy s\ This knowledge,
which is ufeful in all popular Governments , was
peculiarly necefiary at Rome : where the people
having much to give , expedted to be much
courted ; and where their high fpirits and privileges
placed them as much above the rank of all other
Citizens , as the grandeur of the Republic exceeded
that of all other States ; fo that every man , who
afpired to any public dignity , kept a Have or two
in his family , whofe foie bufinefs it was to learn
the names and know the perfons of every Citizen
at fight , fo as to be able to whifper them to his
Matter , as he palled through the ft reels , that he
might be ready to falute them all familiarly and
fhake hands with them , as his particular ac¬
quaintance

Plutarch fays , “ that the ufe of thefe Nomencla*
tors was contrary to the laws ; and that Cato for
that reafon , in fuing for the public offices , would
not employ any of them , but took all that , trouble
upon himfelf 40. ” But that notion is’ fully confuted
by Cicero , who , in his Oration for Murena,
rallies the abfurd rigor of Cato ’s ftoical principles,
and their inconfiftency with common life , from
the very circumftance of his having a Nomencla-
tor — “ What do you mean fays he, “ by keeping a
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“ Nomenclator ? The thing itfelf is a mere cheat:
“ for if it be your duty to call the Citizens by
“ their names , it is a fhame for your Have to know
“ them better than yourfelf . - Why do you
“ not fpeak to them before he has whifpered you ?
“ Or , after he has whifpered , why do you falute
“ them , as if you knew them yourfelf ? Or , when
“ you have gained your ele&ion , why do you
“ grow carelefs about faluting them at all ? All
“ this , if examined by the rules of focial life , is
“ right ; but if by the precepts of your Philo-
“ fophy , very wicked *I.”  As for Cicero him-
felf , whatever pains he is faid to have taken in this
way , it appears from feveral palfages in his letters,
that he conftantly had a nomenclator at his elbow
on all public occafions 41.

He was now in his thirty -feventh year , the pro¬
per age for holding the iEdilefliip , which was the
fir ft public preferment that was properly called a
Magiftracy ; the Quseftorfihip being an office only
or place of truft , without any jurifdiction in the
City , as the iEdiles had 43. Thefe iEdiles , as well as
all the inferior officers , were chofen by the people
voting in their Tribes ; a manner of ele&ing of
all the moft free and popular : in which Cicero
was declared iEdile , as he was before eledted
Ouaeftor by the unanimous fuffrage of all the tribes,
and preferably to all his competitors

There were originally but two iEdiles chofen
from the body of the people on pretence of eafing
the Tribunes ofa fhare of their trouble : whofe chief
duty , from which the name itfelf was derived,
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was to take care of the iEdifices of the City ; and
to infped the markets , weights , and meafures ; and
regulate the Ihows and games , which were publicly
exhibited on the feftivals of their Gods 45. The
Senate afterwards , taking an opportunity when the
people were in good humor , prevailed to have two
more created from their order and of fuperior rank,
called Curule iEdiles , from the arm-chair of Ivory,
in which they fat 46: But the Tribunes prefently
repented of their concelfion , and forced the Senate
to confent , that thefe new iEdiles fhould be chofen
indifferently from the Patrician or Plebeian fami¬
lies 47. But whatever difference there might be at
firft between the Curule and Plebeian iEdiles,
their province and authority feem in later times to
be the fame , without any diftindion but what was
nominal ; and the two who were chofen the firft,
were probably called the Curule iEdiles , as we find
Cicero to be now ftyled . This magiftracy gave a
precedence in the Senate , or a priority of voting
and fpeaking , next after the Confuls and Praetors;
and was the firft that qualified a man to have a
pidure or ftatue of himfelf , and confequently en¬
nobled his family 4’ : for it was from the number
of thefe ftatues of anceftors , who had born Curule
Offices , that the families of Rome were efteemed
the more or lefs noble.

After Cicero ’s eledion to the iEdilefliip , but
before his entrance into the office , he undertook
the famed profecution of C. Verres , the late Prae¬
tor of Sicily ; charged with many flagrant ads of
injuftice , rapine , and cruelty , during his triennial
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government of that Ifland . And fince this was
one of the memorable tranfa &ions of his life , and
for which he is greatly celebrated by Antiquity,
it will be neceffary to give a diftindt and particular
relation of it.

The public adminiffration was at this time , in
every branch of it , moft infamoufly corrupt : the
great , exhaufted by their luxury and vices , made
no other ufe of their governments , than to enrich
themfelves by the fpoils of the foreign Provinces;
their bufmefs was to extort money abroad , that
they might purchafe offices at home , and to
plunder the allies, in order to corrupt the Citizens,
The oppreffed in the mean while found it in vain
to feek relief at Rome , where there was none who
cared either to impeach or to condemn a noble
criminal ; the decifion of all trials being in the
hands of men of the fame condition , who were
ufually involved in the fame crimes , and openly
prollituted their judgment on tbefe occafions for
favor or a bribe . This had raifed a general dif-
content through the Empire , with a particular
difguft to that change made bySylla , of transfer¬
ring the right of judicature from the Equeftrian to
the Senatorian order , which the people were now
impatient to get reverfed : the profecution therefore
of Verres was both feafonable and popular , as it
was likely to give fome check to the oppreffions
of the nobility , as well as comfort and relief to the
diftrefTed fubjedfcs.

All the cities of Sicily concurred in the im¬
peachment , excepting Syracufe and Meffan ^ ; foj
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thefe two being the mod confiderable of tbePro¬
vince , Verres had taken care to keep up a fair cor-
refpondence with them . Syracufe was the place
of his refidence , and Meffana the repofitory of his
plunder whence he exported it all to Italy : and
though he would treat even thefe on certain occa-
flons very arbitrarily , yet in fome flagrant inftances
of his rapine , that he might eafe himfelf of a part
of the envy , he ufed to oblige them with a fhare
of the fpoil **: fo that partly by fear , and partly
by favor , he held them generally at his devotion ;•,
and at the expiration of his government procured
ample teftimonials from them both in praife of hisadminiftration . All the other Towns were zea¬
lous and active in the profecution , and by a com¬
mon petition to Cicero implored him to undertake
the management of it ; to which he confented,
out of regard to the relation which he had bom
to them as Quteftor , and his promife made at part¬
ing , of his protection in all their affairs. Verres,
on the other hand , was fupported by the moft
powerful families of Rome , the Scipios and the
Metelli , and defended by Hortenfius , who was
the reigning Orator at the Bar , and ufually ftyled %
the King of the Forum **; yet the difficulty of the
caufe , inftead of difcouraging , did but animate
Cicero the more , by the greater glory of the
victory.

He had no fooner agreed to undertake it , than
an unexpected rival ftarted up , one O . Caecilius,
a Sicilian by birth , who had been Quacftor to Ver¬
res i and by a pretence of perfonal injuries received

from
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from him , and a particular knowledge of - his
crimes , claimed a preference to Cicero in the talk
of accufmg him , or at lead to bear a joint lhare in
it . But this pretended enemy was in reality a fe-
cret friend , employed by Verres himfelf to get
the caufe into his hands in order to betray it : his
pretenfions however were to be previoufly decided
by a kind of procefs called Divination , on account
of it ’s being wholly conjectural ; in which the
judges , without the help of witnefles were to
divine , as it were , what was fit to be done : but
in the firft hearing Cicero cafily fhook off this
weak Antagonift , rallying his character and pre*
tenfions with a great deal of wit and humor , and
fhowing , “ that the proper patron of fuch a caufe
“ could not be one who offered himfelf forwardly,
“ but who was drawn to it unwillingly from the
“ mere fenfe of his duty ; one whom the profe*
“ cutors defired , and the criminal dreaded ; one
“ qualified by his innocence , as well as experience
“ to fuftain it with credit ; and whom the cuftom
“ of their anceftors pointed out and preferred to
“ it . ” In thisfpeech , after opening the reafons
Why , contrary to his former practice , and the rule
which he had laid down to himfelf , of dedicating
his labors to the defence of the diftrefted , he now
appeared as an Accufer , he adds ; “ the provinces
“ are utterly undone ; the allies and tributaries fo
“ miierably opprelfed , that they have loft even
“ the hopes of redrefs , and feek only fome com-
“ fort in their ruin : thofe , who would have
“ the trials remain in the hands of the Senate,

Vol . I, G1
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“ complain , that there are no men of reputation
“ to undertake impeachments , no feverity in the
“ Judges : the people of Rome in the mean
“ while , though laboring under many other grie-
“ vances , yet defire nothing fo ardently , as the
L‘ ancient difcipline and gravity of trials . For the
“ want of trials , the Tribunician power is called
“ for again ; for the abufe of trials , a new order
“ of Judges is demanded ; for the fcandalous be-
“ haviour of Judges , the authority of the Cen*
“ fors , hated before as too rigid , is now defired
“ and grown popular . In this licence of profli-
“ gate criminals , in the daily complaints of the
“ Roman people , the infamy of trials , the dif-
“ grace of the whole Senatorian order , as I
“ thought it the only remedy to thefe mifchiefs,
“ for men of abilities and integrity to undertake
“ the caufe of the Republic and the laws , fo I
“ was induced the more readily , out of regard to
“ our common fafety , to come to the relief of that
“ part of the adminiftration , which feemed the
“ moft to ftand in need of it

This previous point being fettled in favor of
Cicero , a hundred and ten days were granted to
him bylaw for preparing the evidence ; in which
he was obliged to make a voyage to Sicily , in order
to examine witnefies , and collect facts to fupport
the indiftment . He was aware , that all Verres ’s
art would be employed to gain time , in hopes to
tire out the Profecutors , and allay the heat of the
public refentment : fo that for the greater difpatch
he took along with him his coufin , L . Cicero , to
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eafe him of a part of the trouble , and finished his
progrefs through he ifiand in lefs than half the
time which was allowed to him 5\

In all the journeys of this kind , the Profecu-
tor ’s charges ufed to be publicly defrayed by the
Province , or the Cities concerned in the impeach¬
ment : but Cicero , to fhow his contempt of money,
and difintereftednefs in the caufe , refolved to put
the Ifiand to no charge on his account ; and in all
the places to which he came , took up his quarters
with his particular friends and acquaintance in a
private manner , and at his own expenfe ” .

The Sicilians received him every where with
all the honors due to his uncommon generofity,
and the pains which he was taking in their fer-
vice : but at Syracufe he met with fome little af¬
fronts from the influence of the Praetor Metellus,
who employed all his power to obftrudt his inqui¬
ries , and difeourage the people *from giving him
information . He was invited however by the Ma-
gilfrates with great refpeef into their Senate , where
after he had expoftulated with them a little for the
gilt Statue ofVerres , which flood there before his
face , and the teftimonial which they had fent to
Rome in his favor ; they excufed themfelves to
him in their fpeeches , and ailedged , “ that what they
had been induced to do on that occafion was the
effect of force and fear , obtained by the intrigues
of a few , againft the general inclination ; ” and to
convince him of their fmcerity , delivered into his
hands the authentic accounts of many robberies and
injuries which their own City had fuffered irom

G g0
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Verres in common with the reft of the Province.
As foon as Cicero retired , they declared his coufm
Lucius the public gueft and friend of the City , for
Laving fignified the fame good will towards them,
which Cicero himfelf had always done ; and , by a
Jecond decree , revoked the public praifes which
they had before given to Verres . Here Cicero ’s
old Antagonift , Caecilius, appealed againft them
to the Praetor ; winch provoked the populace to
fuch a degree , that Cicero could hardly reftrain
them from doing him violence : the Praetor dif-
miffed the Senate , and declared their act to be
irregular , and would not fuffer a copy of it to be
given to Cicero ; whom he reproached at the fame
time for betraying the dignity of Rome , by fub-
mitting not only to fpeak in a foreign Senate , but
in a foreign language , and to talk Greek among
Grecians 5\ But Cicero anfwered him with fuch
fpirit and refolution , urging the fandlion of the
laws , and the penalty of condemning them , that
the Praetor was forced at laft to let him carry away
all the vouchers and records which he required' 5.

But the City of Meffana continued obftinate to
the laft , and firm to it’s engagements with Ver¬
res : fo that when Cicero came thither , he re¬
ceived no compliments from the Magiftrates , no
offer of refrefhments or quarters ; but was left to
fhift for himfelf , and to be taken care of by private
friends . An indignity , he fays , which had never
been offered before to a Senator of Rome ; whom
there was not a King or City upon earth , that was
not proud to invite and accommodate with a
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lodging . But he mortified them for it feverely at
the trial , and threatened to call them to an account
before the Senate , as for an affront to the whole
order After he had finilhed his bufinefs in Sicily,
having reafon to apprehend fome danger in returning
home by land , not only from the robbers , who
infefted all thofe roads , but from the malice and
contrivance of Vcrres , he chofe to come back by
fea , and arrived at Rome , to the furprife of his
adverfaries , much fooner than he was expeded >7,
and full charged with moft manifeft proofs of
Verres ’s guilt.

On his return he found , what he fufpeded , a
flrong cabal formed to prolong the affair by all the
arts of delay which intereft or money could pro¬
cure " , with defign to throw it off at lead to the
next year , when Hortenfius and Metellus were to
be Confuls , and Metellus ’s brother a Praetor , by
whofe united authority the profecution might eafily
be baffled : and they had already carried the matter
fo far , that there was not time enough left within
the current year to go through the caufe in the or¬
dinary forms . This put Cicero upon a new pro-
jed , of Shortening the method of the proceeding
fo as to bring it to an iffue at any rate before the
prefent Praetor M . Glabrio and his affeffois , who
were like to be equal Judges 6°. Inftead there¬
fore of fpending any time in fpeaking , or employ¬
ing his eloquence , as ufual , in enforcing and ag¬
gravating the feveral articles of the charge , he re-
folved to do nothing more than produce his wit-
neffes , and offer them to be interrogated : where

G 3
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the novelty of the thing , and the notoriety of the
guilt , which appeared at once from the very re¬
cital of the depofitions , fo confounded Hortenfius,
that he had nothing to fay for his Client ; who , de-
fpairing of all defence , Submitted , without expedting
the fentence , to a voluntarv exile

From this account it appears , that of the feven
excellent orations , which now remain on the fubjedt
of this trial , the two firll only were fpoken , the
one called the Divination , the other the firft action,
which is nothing more , than a general Preface to
the whole caufe : the other five were publifhed af¬
terwards , as they were prepared and intended to
be fpoken , tf Verres had made a regular defence;
for as this was the only caufe in which Cicero
had yet been engaged , or ever defigned to be en¬
gaged as an accufer , fo he was willing to leave
thefe orations as a fpecimen of his abilities in that
way , and the pattern of a juft and diligent im¬
peachment of a great and corrupt magiftrate *\

In the firft conteft with Csecilius he eflimates
the damages of the Sicilians at above eight hun¬
dred thoufand pounds 63; but this was a computa¬
tion at large , before he was diftinctly informed of
the facts : for after he had been in Sicily , and feen
what the proofs actually amounted to , he charges
them at fomewhat lefs than half that fum 44: and
though the law in thefe cafes gave double damages ,
yet no more feems to have been allowed in this
than the fingle fum;  which gave occafion , as Plu¬
tarch intimates , to a fufpicion of fome corrup¬
tion , or connivance in Cicero , for fuffering fo
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great an abatement of the fine : but if there was
any abatement at all , it mult needs have been made
by the confent of all parties , out of regard perhaps
to Verres’s fubmilfion , and fhortening the trouble of
the Profecutors : for it is certain , that fo far from
leaving any imputation of that fort upon Cicero ,
it highly raifed the reputation both of his abilities
and integrity , as of one , whom neither money
could bribe , nor power terrify from profecuting
a public oppreffor ; and the Sicilians ever after
retained the higheft fenfe of his fervices , and on
all occafions teftified the utmoft zeal for his perfon
and interefls.

From the conclufion of thefe orations we may
©bferve , that Cicero ’s vigor in this caufe had drawn
upon him the envy and ill will of the Nobility :
which was fo far however from moving him,
that in open defiance of it he declares , “ that
“ the Nobles were natural enemies to the virtue
a and induftry of all new men ; and , as if they
“ were of another race and fpecies , could never
“ be reconciled or induced to favor them , by
“ any obfervance or good offices whatfoever;
“ that for his part therefore , like many others
“ before him , he would purfue his own courfe,
“ and make his way to the favor of the people,
cc and the honors of the flate , by his diligence
“ and faithful fervices , without regarding the
ct  quarrels to which he might expofe himfelf. —
tc  That if in this trial the Judges did not anfwer
cc the good opinion which he had conceived of
“ them , he was refolved to profecute , not only

G 4'0
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cc thofe who were a&ually guilty of corruption,
“ but thofe too who were privy to it : and if any
* fhould be fo audacious , as to attempt by power
cc or artifice to influence the Bench , and fkreen
(l  the criminal, he would cali him to anfwer for
cc it before the people , and fhow himfelf more vi-
“ gorous in purfuing him than he had been even
<c in profecuting Verres e\

But before I difmifs the caufe of Verres , it
will not be improper to add a fhort account of
fome of his principal crimes , in order to give the
reader a clearer notion of the ufual method of
governing Provinces , and explain the grounds of
thofe frequent impeachments and public trials,
which he will meet with in the fequel of this
Hiftory , for though few of their Governors ever
came up to the full meafure of Verres ’s iniquity,
yet the greateft part were guilty in fome degree
of every kind of oppreflion , with which Verres
himfelf was charged . This Cicero frequently in¬
timates in his pleading , and urges the neceflity of
condemning him for the fake of the example , and
to prevent fuch practices from growing too general
to be controlled

The accufation was divided into four heads;
i . Of corruption in judging caufes ; 2. Of extor¬
tion in colleding the tithes and revenues of the
Republic ; 3. Of plundering the fubjedts of their
flatues and wrought plate , which was his peculiar
tafte ; 4. Of illegal and tyrannical punifhments.
1 fhall give a fpecimen or two of each from the
great number that Cicero has collected , which yet,
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as he tells us , was but a fmall extract from an
infinitely greater, of which Verres had been actually
guilty.

There was not an eftate in Sicily , of any con¬
siderable value , which had been difpofed of by
will for twenty years paft , where Verres had not
his emiffaries at work to find fomeflawin the tide,
or fome omiffion in executing the conditions of
theTeftator , as a ground of extorting money from
the Heir. Dio of Halefa , a man of eminent
quality , was in quiet poffeflion of a great inherit¬
ance , left to him by the will of a relation , who
had enjoined him to eredl certain Statues in the
fquare of the City , on the penalty of forfeiting
the eftate to the Erycinian Venus. The Statues
were ereded according to the will ; yet Verres
having found fome little pretence for cavilling,
fubomed an obfeure Sicilian, one of his own In¬
formers , to fue for the eftate in the name of Ve¬
nus ; and when the caufe was brought before him,
forced Dio to compound with him for about
nine thoufand pounds , and to yield to him alfo
a famous breed of mares, with all the valuable
plate and furniture of his houfe ‘7.

Sopater, an eminent Citizen of Halicise, had
been accufed before the late PraetorC. Sacerdos of
a capital crime, of which he was honorably ac¬
quitted : but when Verres fucceeded to the govern¬
ment , the Profecutors renewed their charge , and
brought him to a fecond trial before their new
Praetor; to which Sopater , trufting to his inno-
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cence and the judgment of Sacerdos , readily fub-
mitted without any apprehenfton of danger.
After one hearing the caufe was adjourned , when
Timarchides , the freedman and principal agent of
Verres , came to Sopater , and admomfhed him as
a friend , not to depend too much on the good-
nefs of his caufe and his former abfolution , for
that his adverfaries had refolved to offer money
to the Praetor , who would rather take it for fa¬
ying , than deftroying a criminal , and was un¬
willing likewife to reverfe the judgment of his
predeceffor . Sopater , furprifed at this intima¬
tion , and not knowing what anfwer to make , pro-
mifed to confider of it ; but declared himfelf un¬
able to advance any large fum. Upon confult-
ing his friends , they all advifed him to take the
hint , and make up the matter ; fo that in a fecond
meeting with Timarchides , after alledging his par¬
ticular want of money , he compounded the affair
for about feven hundred pounds , which he paid
down upon the fpot e\  He now took all his
trouble to be over : but after another hearing,
the caufe was flill adjourned ; and Timarchides
came again to let him know , that his accufers had
offered a much larger fum than what he had
given , and advifed him , if he was wife , to con¬
fider well what he had to do . But Sopater , pro¬
voked by a proceeding fo impudent , had not the
patience even to hear Timarchides , but flatly told
him , that they might do what they pleafed , for
he was determined to give no more . All his friends
were of the fame mind , imagining , that whatever
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Vcrres himfelf might intend to do , he would not
be able to draw the other judges into it , being all
men of the firft figure in Syracufe , who had judged
the fame caufe already with the late Praetor , and
acquitted Sopater . When the third hearing came
on , Verres ordered Petilius , a Roman Knight,
who was one of the Bench , to go and hear a pri¬
vate caufe , which was appointed for that day , and
of which he was likewife the Judge . Petilius re-
fufed , alledging that the reft of his afielfors
would be engaged in the prefent trial . But Verres
declared , that they might all go with him too if
they pleafed , for he did not defire to detain them ;
upon which they all prefently withdrew , fome to
fit as Judges , and fome to ferve their friends in
the other caufe. Minucius , Sopater ’s advocate,
feeing the Bench thus cleared , took it for granted
that Verres would not proceed in the trial that
day , and was going out of the Court along with
the reft ; when Verres called him back , and or¬
dered him to enter upon the defence of his Client.
“Defend him !” fays he , “ before whom ? Before
me ” , replies Verres , “ if you think me worthy to
try a paultry Greek and Sicilian. I do not difpute
your worthinefs ” , fays Minucius , “ but wilh
only that your Affeffors were prefent , who were
fo well acquainted with the merits of the caufe.
Begin , I tell you ” , fays Verres , “ for they can¬
not be prefent .” No more can I , ” replied Minucius;
“for Petilius begged of me alfo to go , and fit
with him upon the other trial . ” And when Verres
with many threats required him to ftay , he abfo-
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lutely refilled to ad:, fmce the Bench was dif-
mifTed, and fo left the Court together with all the
reft of Sopater’s friends . — This fomewhat difcom-
pofed Verres ; but after he had been whifpered
feveral times by his Clerk Timarchides , he com¬
manded Sopater to fpeak what he had to fay in
his own defence . Sopater implored him by all
the Gods not to proceed to fentence , till the reft
of the Judges could be prefent : but Verres called
for the witneffes , and after he had heard one or
two of them in a fummary way , without their
being interrogated by any one , put an end to the
trial , and condemned the Criminal 49.

Among the various branches of Verres ’s illegal
gains , the fale of offices was a confiderable article:
for there was not a Magiftracy of any kind to be
difpofed of either by lot or a free vote , which he
did not arbitrarily fell to the beft bidder . The
Priefthood of Jupiter atSyracufe was of all others
the moft honorable : the method of eledting into
it was to chufe three by a general vote out of
three feveral claffes of the Citizens , whofe names
were afterwards call into an urn , and the firft of
them that was drawn out obtained the Priefthood.
Verres had fold it to Theomnaftus , and procured
him to be named in the firft inftance among the
three ; but as the remaining part was to be decided
by lot , people were in great expectation to fee how
he would manage that which was not fo eafily in
his power . He commanded therefore in the firft
place , that Theomnaftus ffiould be declared Prieft
without calling lots ; but when the Syracufans
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remonffrated againflitas contrary to their religion
and the law , he called for the law , which order¬
ed , that as many lots fhould be made , as there
■were perfons nominated , and that he , whofe
name came out the firft , fhould be the Prieft.
Heafkedthem , How many were nominated ; they
anfwered , Three ; “ and what more then ” , fays he ,
“is required by the law , than that three lots
fhould be caft , and one of them drawn out ? ”
They anfwered , Nothing : upon which he prefently
ordered three lots , with Theomnaftus ’s name upon
every one of them , to be caft into the urn , and
fo by drawing out any one , the election was de¬
termined in his favor 70.

The tenth of the corn of all the conquered
Towns in Sicily belonged to the Romans , as it
had formerly done to their own Princes , and was
always gathered in kind and Cent to Rome : but as
this was not fufficient for the public ufe , the Prse-
tors had an appointment alfo of money from the
treafury , to purchafe fuch farther ftores as were ne-
ceffary for the current year . Now the manner of
collecting and afcertaining the quantity of the
tithes was fettled by an old law of King Hiero,
the moft moderate and equitable of all their an¬
cient Tyrants : but Verres , by a flrange fort of
edict , ordered , “ that the owner fhould pay whatever
the Collector demanded ; but if he exaCted more than
his due , that he fhould be liable to a fine of eight
times the value 71. By this Edict he threw the
property , as it were of the Ifland into the power
of his officers , to whom he had farmed out the
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tithes ; who in virtue of the new law feized into
their hands the whole crop of every Town , and
obliged the owners to give them whatever lhare
of it , or compofition in money they thought fit;
and if any refilled , they not only plundered
them of all their goods , but even tortured their
perfons , till they had forced them to a compliance 71.
By this means Verres having gathered a fufficient
quantity of corn from the very tithes to fupply
the full demand of Rome , put the whole money,
that he had received from the treafury , into his
own pocket 73, and ufed to brag , that he had
got enough from this Tingle article to Ikreen him
from any impeachment : and not without reafon;
fmce one of his Clerks , who had the management
of this corn -money , was proved to have got above
ten thoufand pounds from the very fees which
were allowed for collecting it 74. The poor
Hufbandmen in the mean time , having no remedy,
were forced to run away from their lioufes , and
defert the tillage of the ground ; fo that from the
regifters , which were punctually kept in every
Town , of all the occupiers of arable lands in the
Ifland , it appeared , that during the three years
government of Verres , above two thirds of the
whole number had entirely defected their farms,
and left their lands uncultivated 75.

Apronius , a man of infamous life and character,
was the principal farmer of the tithes : who when
reproached with the cruelty of his exactions , made
no fcruple to own , that the chief lhare of the
gain \yas placed to the account of the Praetor.
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Thefe words were charged upon him in the pre¬
fence of Verres and the Magiftrates of Syracnfe
by one Rnbrius , who offered a wager and trial
upon the proof of them ; but Verres , without
fhowing any concern or emotion at it , privately
took care to hufh up the matter , and prevent the
difpute from proceeding any farther ?s.

The fame wager was offered a fecond time , and
in the fame public manner , by one Scandilius,
who loudly demanded Judges to decide it : to
which Verres , not being able to appeafe the cla¬
mor of the man , was forced to confent , and nam¬
ed them prefently out of his own band , Cornelius
his Phyfician , Volufius hisSoothfayer , and Valerius
his Crier ; to whom he ufually referred all dif-
pntes , in which he had any intereft . Scandilius
infilled to have them named out of the IYTagif-
trates of Sicily , or that the matter fihould be re¬
ferred to Rome : but Verres declared , that he
would not truft a caufe in which his own reputation
was at flake , to any but his own friends ; and when
Scandilius refufed to produce his proofs before
fuch arbitrators , Verres condemned him in the
forfeiture of bis wager , which was forty pounds,
to Apronius 77.

C . Heius was the principal Citizen of Mcffana,
where he lived very fplendidly in the moft mag¬
nificent houfe of the city , and ufed to receive all
the Roman Magiftrates with great hofpitality . He
had a Chapel in his houfe , built by his anceftors,
and furnifhed with certain images of the Gods , of
admirable fculpture and ineftimable value . On
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one fide flood a Cupid of marble , made by Praxi¬
teles : on the other , a Hercules of brafs , by Miron;
with a little altar before each God , to denote the
religion and fanflity of the place . There were
likewife two other figures of brafs of two young
women , called Canephorae , with bafikets on their
heads , carrying things proper for facrifice after the
manner of the Athenians , the work of Polycletus.
Thefe flatues were an ornament not only to
Heius , but to Me flana itfelf , being known to every
body at Rome , and conftantly vifited by all
flrangers , to whom Heius ’s houfe was always open.
T he Cupid had been borrowed by C, Claudius,
for the decoration of the Forum in his iEdilefhip,
and was carefully fent back to Meflana ; but
Verres , while he was Heius ’s gueft , would never
fuffer him to reft , till he had ftript his Chapel of
the Gods and the Canephorte ; and to cover the act
from an appearance of robbery , forced Heius to
enter them into his accounts , as if thev had been
fold to him for fifty pounds ; whereas at a public
aucftion in Rome , as Cicero fays , they had known
one fingle ftatue of brafs , of a moderate fize , fold a
little before for a thoufand 7S. Verres had feen
likewife at Heius ’s houfe a fuit of curious Tapeftry,
reckoned the beft in Sicily' , being of the kind
which was called Attalic , richly interwoven with
gold , this he refolved alfo to extort from Heius,
but not till he had fecured the flatues . As footi
therefore as he left Meflana , he began to urge
Heius by letters , to fend him the tapeftry to Agri-
gentum , for fome particular fervice which he

pretended;
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pretended ; but when he had once got it into his
hands , he never reftored it 7*. Now Meffana ,
as it is faid above , was the only City of Sicily
that perfevered to the laftin the intereft of Verres;
and at the time of the trial fent a public teftimo-
nial in his praife by a deputation of it’s eminent
Citizens , of which this very Heius was the chief.
Yet when he came to be interrogated and crofs-
examined by Cicero , he frankly declared , that
though he was obliged to perform what the
authority of his City had impofed upon him , yet
that he had been plundered by Verres of his Gods,
■which were left to him by his Anceftors , and
which he never would have parted with on any
conditions whatfoever , if it had been in his power
to keep them 80.

Verres had in his family two brothers of Cili¬
cia , the one a Painter , the other a Sculptor , on
whofe judgment he chiefly relied in his choice of
pi&ures and ftatues , and all other pieces of art.
They had been forced to fly from their country
for robbing a Temple of Apollo , and were now em¬
ployed to hunt out every thing that was curious
and valuable in Sicily , whether of public or pri¬
vate property . Thefe brothers having given
Verres notice of a large filver Ewer , belonging to
Pamphilus of Lilybaeum , of moft elegant work,
made by Brethus 8' , Verres immediately fent for
it , and feized it for his own ufe : and while Pam¬
philus was fitting penfive at home , lamenting the
lofs of his rich velfel , the chief ornament of his
fide - board , and the pride of his feaibs, another

Vol . I. H
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melfenger came running to him , with orders to
bring two filver cups alio , which he was known to
have , adorned with figures in relief , to be fhown
to the Praetor . Pamphilus , for fear of greater
rrifehief , took up his cups and carried them away
himfelf ; when he came to the palace , Verres hap¬
pened to be afleep , but the brothers were walking
in the Hall , and waiting to receive him ; who , as
foon as they faw him , alked for the cups , which
he accordingly produced . They commended the
work ; whilft he with a forrowful face began to
complain , that if they took his cups from him , he
fhould have nothing of any value left in his houfe.
The brothers , feeing his concern , afked how much
he would give to preferve them ; in a word , they
demanded forty crowns ; he offered twenty : but
while they were debating , Verres awaked and called
for the cups ; which being prefently (liown to
him , the brothers took occafion to obferve , that
they did not anfwer to the account that had been
given of them , and were but of paultry work,
not fit to be feen among his plate ; to whofe
authority Verres readily fubmitted , and fo Pam¬
philus faved his cups *\

In the City of Tindaris there was a celebrated
Image of Mercury , which had been reflored to
them from Carthage by Scipio , and was worfhip-
ped by the people with lingular devotion , and an
annual Fcftival . This flatue Verres refolved to
have , and commanded the chief Magiftrate , So-
pater , to fee it taken down and conveyed to Mef-
fana. But the people \yere fo inflamed and muti-
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nous upon it , that Verres did not perfift in his de¬
mand at that time ; but when he was leaving the
place , renewed his orders to Sopater , with fevere
threats , to fee his command executed . Sopater
propofed the matter to the Senate , who univerfally
protefted againft it ; in fhort Verres returned to
the Town , and inquired for the ftatue ; but was
told by Sopater , that the Senate would not fuffer
it to be taken down , and had made it capital for
any one to meddle with it without their orders.
“Do not tell me,”  fays Verres , “ of your Senate
and your orders ; if you do not prefently deliver
the ftatue , you fiiall be fcourged to death with
rods . ” Sopater with tears moved the affair again
to the Senate , and related the Praetor’s threats;
but in vain ; they broke up in diforder , without
giving any anfwer . This was reported by Sopater
to Verres , who was fitting in his Tribunal : it
was the midft of winter , the weather extremely
cold , and it rained very heavily , when Verres
ordered Sopater to be ftripped and carried into
the market - place , and there to be tied upon an
Equeftrian ftatue of C. Marcellus , and expofed
naked as he was , to the rain and the cold , and
ftretched in a kind of torture upon the brazen
horfe ; where he mult neceffarily have perilhed,
if the people of the Town , out of compaffion to
him,  had not forced their Senate to grant the
Mercury to Verres *J.

Young Antiochus , King of Syria , having been
at Rome to claim the Kingdom of Egypt in right
of his mother , paffed through Sicily at this time

H 2
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on his return home , and came to Syracufe ; where
Vcrres , who knew that he had a great treafure
with him , received him with a particular civility;
made him large prefents of wine , and all refrefh-
ments for his table , and entertained him mod
magnificently at fupper . The King , pleafed with
this compliment , invited Verres in his turn to fup
with him ; when his fide - board was drefled out
in a royal manner with his richeft plate , and many
veflels of folid gold let with precious ftones;
among which there was a large Jug for wine,
made out of one entire gem , with a handle of
gold to it . Verres greedily furveyed and admired
every piece ; and the King rejoiced to fee the
Roman Praetor fo well fatisfied with his entertain¬
ment . The next morning Verres fent to the King
to borrow fome of his choicefi veflels , and par¬
ticularly the Jug , for the fake of fhowing them,
as he pretended , to his own workmen ; all which
the King , having no fufpicion of him , readily
fent . But befides thefe veflels of domeftic ufe,
the King had brought with him a large Candle-
flick , or Branch for feveral lights , of ineflimable
value , all made of precious ftones , and adorned
with the richeft jewels , which he had defigned for
an offering to Jupiter Capitolinns ; but finding the
repairs of the Capitol not finifhed , and no phce
yet ready for the reception of his offering , he
refolved to carry it back without fliowing it to
any body , that the beauty of it might be new and
the more furprifing , when it came to be firft feen
in that Temple . Verres having got intelligence
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of this Candleflick , fent again to the King , to beg
by all means that he would favor him with a fight
of it , promifing that he would notfuffer any one
elfe to fee it. The king fent it prefently by his
fervants , who after they had uncovered and Ihown
it to Verres , expe &ed to carry it back with them
to the King ; but Verres declared , that he .could
not fufficiently admire the beauty of the work,
and muft have more time to contemplate it ; and
obliged them therefore to go away and leave it
with him. Several days palled , and the King
heard nothing from Verres ; fo that he thought
proper to remind him by a civil meffage of fend¬
ing back the veffels : but Verres ordered the fer¬
vants to call again fome other time . In fiiort,
after a fecond meffage with no better fuccefs , the
King was forced to fpeak to Verres himfelf : upon
which Verres earnellly entreated him to make him
a prefent of the Candleflick . The King affirmed
it to be impoffible , on the account of his vow to
Jupiter , to which many nations were witneffes.
Verres then began to drop fome threats ; but find¬
ing them of no more effedt than his entreaties , he
commanded the King to depart inflantlv out of his
Province ; declaring , that he had received intel¬
ligence of certain Pirates , who were coming from
his Kingdom to invade Sicily. The poor King
finding himfelf thus abufed and robbed of his trea-
fure , went into the great fquare of the City , and
in a public alfembly of the people , calling upon
the Gods and men to bear teftimony to the injury ,
made afolemu dedication to Jupiter of the Candle-

H 3



103 THE LIFE OF

(lick , which he had vowed and defigned for the
Capitol , and which Verres had forcibly taken
from him **.

When any veffel , richly laden , happened to
arrive in the ports of Sicily , it was generally feiz-
ed by his fpies and informers , on pretence of it ’s
coming from Spain , and being filled with Serto-
rius ’s foldiers : and when the Commanders exhi¬
bited their bills of lading , with a fample of their
goods , to prove themfelves to be fair traders,
who came from different quarters of the world,
fome producing Tyrian purple , others Arabian fpi-
ces , fome jewels and precious ftones , others Greek
wines , and Afiatic Haves ; the very proof , by which
they hoped to fave themfelves , was their certain
ruin : Verres declared their goods to have been ac¬
quired by piracy , and feizing the fhips with their
cargoes to his own ufe , committed the whole crew
to prifon , though the greateft part of them per¬
haps were Roman Citizens . There was a famous
dungeon at Syracufe , called the Latomiae , of a
vail : and horrible depth , dug out of a folid rock,
which having originally been a quarry of (lone , was
converted to a prifon by Dionyfius the Tyrant.
Here Verres kept great numbers of Roman Citizens
in chains , whom he had firft injured to a degree
that made it neceffary to deltroy them ; whence
few or none ever faw the light again , but were
commonly flrangied by his orders 41.

One Gavius however , a Roman Citizen of the
Town of Lofa , happened to efcape from this
dreadful place , and run away toMeffana ; where



fancying himfelf out of danger , and being ready
to embark for Italy , he began to talk of the inju¬
ries which he had received , and of going ftraight
to Rome , where Verres fhould be fure to hear of
him. But he might as well have faid the words
in the Pnetor ’s Palace as at Meffana ; for he was
prefently feized and fecured till Verres’s arrival,
who coming thither foon after , condemned him as
a fpy of the fugitives , firft to be fcourged in the
market -place , and then nailed to a crofs ereCted
for the purpofe on a confpicuous part of the fhore,
and looking towards Italy , that the poor wretch
might have the additional mifery of buffering that
cruel death in fight as it were of his home

The coafts of Sicily being much inverted by
Pirates , it was the cuftom of all Praetors to fit out
a fleet every year , for the protection of it’s trade
and navigation . This fleet was provided by a
contribution of the maritime Towns , each of which
ufually furnifhed a fhip , with a certain number of
men and provifions : but Yerres for a valuable
confideration i'ometimes remitted the fhip , and
always difcharged as many of the men as were
able to pay for it. A fleet however was equipped
of feven fhips ; but for (how rather than fervice,
without their complement either of men or ftores,
and wholly unfit to act againft an enemy ; and
the command of it was given by him , not to his
Quseftor , or one of his Lieutenants , as it was ufual,
but to Cleomenes a Syracufian , whofe wife was
his miftrefs , that he might enjoy her company the
more freely at home , while the hufband was

H 4
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employed abroad . For inftead offpending the Sum¬
mer , as other Governors ufed to do , in a progrefs
through his province , he quitted the palace of
Syracufe , and retired to a little llland adjoining to
the City , to lodge in tents , or rich pavilions,
pitched clofe by the fountain of Aretbufa ; where
forbidding the approach of men or bufmefs to
difturb him , he palled two of the hot months in
the company of his favorite women , in all the
delicacy of pleafure that art and luxury could
invent

The fleet in the mean time failed out of Syra¬
cufe in great pomp , and faluted Verres and his
company as it palled ; when the “ Roman Praetor
fays Cicero , “ who had not been feen before for
many days , {flowed himfelf at laft to the failors,
Handing on the Ihore in Dippers , with a purple
cloak and veil flowing down on his heels , and
leaning on the fhoulder of a girl , to view this
formidable fquadron 8S: ” which , inftead offcouring
the feas , $ iled no farther after feveral days , than
into the port of Pachynus . Here , as they lay peace¬
ably at anchor , they were furprifed with an
account of a number of Pirate Frigates , lying in
another harbour very near to them : upon which
the admiral Cleomenes cut his cables in a great
fright , and with all the fail that he could make,
fled away towards Pelorus , and efcaped to land:
the reft of the Ibips followed him as fall as they
could ; but two of them , which failed the flowed,
were taken by the Pirates , and one of the Captains
killed : the other Captains quitted their Chips, as



Cleomenes had done , and got fafe to land . The
Pirates finding the fhips deferted , fet fire to them
all that evening , and the next day failed boldly
into the port of Syracufe , which reached into the
very heart of the Town ; where after they had
fatisfied their curiofity , and filled the City with a
general terror , they failed out again at leifure , and
in good order , in a kind of triumph over Verres
and the authority of Rome " .

The news of a Roman fleet burnt , and Syracufe
infulted by Pirates , made a great noife through all
Sicily. The Captains , in excufe of themfelves,
were forced to tell the truth ; that their Chips were
fcandaloufly unprovided both with men and ftores,
and in no condition to face an enemy , each of
them relating how many of their faiiors had been
difcharged by Verres’s particular orders , on whom
the whole blame was juftly laid. When this came
to his ears , he fent for the Captains , and after
threatening them very feverely for talking in that
manner , forced them to declare , and to teftify it
alfo in writing , that every one of their fhips had
it’s full complement of all things neceffary : but
finding after all , that there was no way of ftifling
the clamor , and that it would neceffarily reach to
Rome , he refolved for the extenuation of his own
crime to facrifice the poor Captains , and put them
all to death , except the Admiral Cleomenes , the
aioft criminal of them all , and at his requeft the
Commander alfo of his fhip. Id confequence of
this refolution , the four remaining Captains , after
fourteen days from the adion , when they fufpeded
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no danger , were arrefted and clapt into irons.
They were all young men of the principal fa¬
milies of Sicily , fome of them the only fons of
aged parents , who came prefently in great confter-
nation to Syracufe , to folicit the Praetor for their
pardon . But Verres was inexorable ; and having
thrown them into his dungeon , where no body was
fuffered to fpeak with them , condemned them to
lofe their heads ; whilft all the fervice that their
•unhappy parents could do for them , was to bribe
the executioner to difpatch them with one Broke,
inftead of more , which he brutally refufed to do,
unlefs he was paid for it , and to purchafc of
Timarcbides the liberty of giving them burial ” ,

It happened however before this lofs of the
fleet , that a fmgle Pirate fhip was taken by Verres ’s
Lieutenants , and brought into Syracufe , which
proved to be a very rich prize , and had on board
a great number of handfome young fellows . There
was a band of muficians among them , whom Ver¬
res fent away to Rome a prefent to a friend ; and
the reft , who had either youth or beauty , or fkill
in any art , were diftributed to his Clerks and de¬
pendents , to be kept for his ufe ; but the few who
were old and deformed , were committed to the
dungeon and referved for punifhment ,r. The
Captain of thefe Pirates had long been a terror to
the Sicilians ; fo that they were all eager to fee his
perfon , and to feed their eyes with his execution:
but being rich , he found means to redeem his head,
and was carefully kept out of fight , and conveyed
to fome private cuftody , till Verres could make
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® the beft market of him. The people in the mean
Ik time grew impatient and clamorous for the death
bb  of the Pirates, whom all other Praetors ufed to
ifc execute as foon as taken ; and knowing the num-
fc ber of them to be great , could not be fatisfied
•vin* with the few old and decrepit , whom Verres wil-
'\w hngly facrified to their refentment. He took this

opportunity therefore to clear the dungeon of
tfcti: thofe Roman Citizens , whom he had referved for
A fuch an occafion , and now brought out to execu-
ake. tion as a part of the Piratical crew ; but to pre-
do, vent the imorecations and cries , which Citizens
of ufed to make of their being free Romans , and to

hinder their being known alfo to any other Citi-
tk zens there prefent , he produced them all with
es’s their heads and faces fo muffled up , that they
met could neither be heard or feen , and in that cruel
oart manner deftroyed great numbers of innocent men *l.
‘he But to finifli at laft this whole ftory of Verres:
Vt After he had lived many years in a miferable exile,
id forgotten and deferted by all his friends , he is faid

to have been relieved by the generofity of Ci-
jj cero ; yet was proferibed and murdered after
^ all by Marc Anthony , for the fake of his fine ftatues
|(]j and Corinthian veflels , which he refuted to part

with ,4: happy only , as Ladlantius fays, before
l(# his death , to have feen the more deplorable end
,jui of his old enemy and accufer Cicero ".
0 But neither the condemnation of this criminal,
^ nor the conceffions already made by the Senate ,
rfi were able to pacify the difeontents of the people:

they demanded ftill , as loudly as ever , the refto-

1
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ration of the Tribunician power , and the right of
judicature to the Equeftrian order ; till after various
contefts and tumults , excited annually on that
account by the Tribunes , they were gratified this
year in them both ; in the firft by Pompey the
Conful , in the fecond by L. Cotta the Praetor ’' .
The Tribunes were llrenuoufiy 2ffifled in all this
flruggle by J. Caefiir ” , and as ftrenuoufly op-
pofed by all who wifhed well to the tranquillity
of the City : for long experience had fhown , that
they had always been , not only the chief dif-
turbers of the public peace , by the abufe of their
extravagant power ; but the conftant tools of all
the ambitious , who had any defigns of advan¬
cing themfelves above the laws **: for by cor¬
rupting one or more of the Tribunes , which they
were fure to effect by paying their full price , they
could either obtain from the people whatever
they wanted , or obflrud at leafl whatever fhould
be attempted againfl, them ; fo that this ad was
generally difliked by the better fort , and gave a
fufpicion of no good intentions in Pompey ; who
to remove all jealoufies againfl him on this , or
any other account , voluntarily took an oath , that
on the expiration of his Confulfliip he would accept
no public command or government , but content
himfelf with the condition of a private Senator

Plutarch fpeaks of this ad , as the effed of
Pompey ’s gratitude to the people for the extraor¬
dinary honors which they had heaped upon him ;
but Cicero makes the befl excufe for it after Pom¬
pey ’s death , which the thing itfelf would bear,
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by obferving , that a Statefman mull always
confider not only what is bell , but what is ne-
ceffary to the times ; that Pompey well knew the
impatience of the people ; and that they would not
bear the lofs of the Tribunician power much longer;
and it was the part therefore of a good Citizen,
not to leave to a bad one the credit of doing what
was too popular to be withflood I0°. But what¬
ever were Pompey ’s views in the reflitution of this
power , whether he wanted the {kill or the incli¬
nation to apply it to any badpurpofe , it is certain,
that he had caufe to repent of it afterwards , when
Csefar , who had a better head with a worfe heart,
took the advantage of it to his ruin ; and by the
help of the Tribunes was fupplied both with the
power and the pretext for overturning the Re¬
public ,ot.

As to the other difpute , about reftoring the
right of judging to the Knights , it was thought the
beft way of correcting the infolence of the Nobles,
to fubjedt them to the judicature of an inferior
order , who from a natural jealoufy and envy towards
them , would be fure to punilh their oppreffions
with proper feverity . It was ended however at
laft by a compromife , and a new law was prepared
by common confent , to veil his power jointly in
the Senators and the Knights ; from each of which
orders a certain number was to be drawn annually
by lot , to fit in judgment together with the Prae¬
tor upon all caufes

But for the more effectual cure of that general
licence and corruption of morals , which had
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infeded all orders , another remedy was alfo provid¬
ed this year , an eledion of Cenfors : it ought
regularly to have been made every five years , but
had now been intermitted from the time of Sylla
for about Seventeen. Thefe Cenfors were the guardi¬
ans of the difcipline and manners of the City
and had a power of punilh vice and immorality by
fome mark of infamy in all ranks of men , from
the higheft to the lowed . The perfons now chofen
were L. Gellius and Cn . Lentulus ; both of them
mentioned by Cicero as his particular acquaintance,
and the laffc as his intimate friend Their au¬
thority , after fo long an intermiffion , was exer-
cifed with that feverity which the libertinifm of
the times required ; for they expelled above fixty-
four from the Senate for notorious immoralities,
the greateft part for the deteftable pradice of taking
money for judging caufes 1,5, and among them
C. Antonius , the uncle of the Triumvir , fub-
fcribing their reafons for it , that he had plundered
the allies , declined a trial , mortgaged his lands,
and was not mafter of his eftate : yet this very
Antonius was eleded jEdile and Praetor foon after
in his proper courfe , and within fix years advan¬
ced to the Confulfliip : which confirms what Cicero
fays of this Cenforian animadverfion , that it was
become merely nominal , and had no other effed,
than of putting a man to the blulh 2°7.

From the impeachment of Verres , Cicero en¬
tered upon the-dtdilefhip , and in one of his fpeeches
gives a fhort account of the duty of it : “ I am
“ now chofen JEdile lays he , “ and am fenfible
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<c of what is committed to me by the Roman peo-
“ pie : I am to exhibit with the greateft folemnity
“ the moft facred fports to Ceres , Liber , and
“ Libera ; am to appeafe and conciliate the mo-
£t  ther Flora to the people and city of Rome by
“ the celebration of the public games ; am to fur-
tc  nifh out thofe ancient Ihows , the firft which were
“ called Roman , with all poffible dignity and“ Religion, in honor of Jupiter,Juno, Minerva,“ am to take care alfo of all the facred/Edifices,
cc and indeed of the whole City , &c. ” The
people were paftionately fond of all thefe games
and diverfions ; and the public allowance for . them
being but fmall , according to the frugality of the
old Republic , the iEdiles fupplied the .reft at their
own coft , and were often ruined by it. For every
part of the Empire was ranfacked for what was rare
and curious to adorn the fplendor of their fhows;
the Forum , in which they were exhibited , was
ufually beautified with porticoes built for the pur-
pofe , and filled with the choiceft ftatues and pidtures
which Rome and Italy afforded. Cicero reproaches
Appius for draining Greece and the Elands of all
their furniture of this kind for the ornament of hi?
jEdileftfip ***: and Verres is faid to have fupplied
his friends Hortenfius and Metellus with all the
fine ftatues of which he had plundered the Pro.
vinces “ \

Several of the greateft men of Cicero ’s time had
diftinguifhed themfelves by an extraordinary ex-
penfe and magnificence in this magiftracy ; Lu-
cullus , Scaurus , Lentulus , Hortenfius 1,1, and
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C. Antonins ; who , though expelled fo lately from
the Senate , entertained the City this year with
ftage -plays , whole fcenes were covered with filver;
in which he was followed afterwards by Murena 1,1:
yet J. Ctefar outdid them all ; and in the fports
exhibited for his Father ’s Funeral , made the whole
furniture of the Theatre of folid filver , fo that wild
beads were then firft feen to tread on that metal 11 ':
but theexcefs of his expenfewas but in proportion
to the excels of his ambition ; for the reft were
only purchafmg the Confulfliip , he the Empire.
Cicero took the middle way , and obferved the
rule which he prefcribed afterwards to his fon , of
an expenfe agreeable to his circumftances fo as
neither to hurt his character by a fordid illiberal-
ity , nor his fortunes by a vain oftentation of
magnificence ; fince the one , by making a man
odious , deprives him of the power of doing
good ; the other , by making him neceffitons,
puts him under the temptation of doing ill : thus
Mamercus , by declining the /Edilelhip through
frugality , loft the Confulftiip 111: and Ctefar , by
his prodigality , was forced to repair his own ruin
by ruining the Republic.

But Cicero ’s popularity was built on a more
folid foundation , the affection of his Citizens , from
a fenfe of his merit and fervices ; yet in com¬
pliance with the cuftom and humor of the City,
he furnilhed the three folemn fhows above-
mentioned , to the entire fatisfadtion of the people :
an expenfe which he calls little , in refpect of the
great honors which he had received from them tlt.

The
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The Sicilians, during his iEdileflfip , gave him
effectual proofs of their gratitude , by fupplying
him largely with all manner of provifions , which
their ifland afforded , for the ufe of his table and
the public feafts , which he was obliged to provide
in this magiftracy : but inftead of making any
private advantage of their liberality , he applied
the whole to the benefit of the poor ; and by the
help of this extraordinary fupply contrived to reduce
the price of victuals in the Markets II7.

Hortenfius was one of the Confuls of this
year ; which produced nothing memorable but the ,
dedication of the Capitol by Q . Lutatius Catulus.
It had been burnt down in Sylla’s time , who under¬
took the care of rebuilding it , but did not live
to fee it finifhed ; which he lamented in his laft ill-
nefs , as the only thing wanting to complete his
felicity I1‘. By his death that charge fell to Ca¬
tulus , as being Conful at the time , who dedicated
it this fummer with great pomp and folemnity,and had the honor to have his name infcribed on
the front II9.

On the occafion of this Feftival , he is faid to
have introduced fome inftances of luxury not
known before in Rome , of covering the area , in
which the people fat , with a purple veil imitating
the color of the fky , and defending from the
injuries of it ; and of gilding the tiles of this
noble fabric , which were made of copper : for
though the cielings of Temples had before been
fometimes gilt , yet this was the firft ufe of gold
on the outfide of any building " \ Thus the

Vql . I. I

t



THE LIFE OF114

Capitol , like all ancient flrudtures , rofe the more
beautiful from it ’s ruins ; which gave Cicero an
opportunity of paying a particular compliment to
Catulus in Verres ’s trial , where he was one of the
Judges : for Verres having intercepted , as it is faid
above , the rich Candle Hick of King Antiochus ,
which was defignedfor the Capitol , Cicero after he
had charged him with it , takes occafion to fay,
“ I addrefs myfelf here to you , Catulus , for I am
“ fpeaking of your noble and beautiful monu-
“ ment : it is your part to fhow not only the
“ feverity of a judge , but the animofity of an
“ accufer. Your honor is united with that of
“ this Temple , and , by the favor of the Senate
“ and people of Rome , your name is confecrated
“ with it to all poflerity : it mull be your care
“ therefore that the Capitol , as it is now reftored
“ more fplendidly , may be furnilhed alfo more
“ richly than it was before : as if the fire had
“ been fent on purpofe from heaven , not to de-
“ ftroy the Temple of Jupiter , but to require
“ from us one more fhining and magnificent than
“ the former “ V’

In this year Cicero is fuppofed to have defended
Fonteius and Csecina. Fonteius had been Praetor
of the Narbonefe Gaul for three years , and was
afterwards accufed by the people of the Province
and one of their Princes , lnduciomarus , of great
oppreffion and exa&ions in his government , and
especially of impofing an arbitrary tax on the expor¬
tation of their wines . There were two hearings
in the caufe , yet but one fpeech of Cicero 's
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remaining , and that fo imperfedt , that we can
hardly form a judgment either of the merit , or
the iffue of it. Cicero allows the charge of the
wines to be a heavy one , if true 122; and by his
method of defence one would fufpedt it to be fo,
fmce his pains are chiefly employed in exciting an
averfxon to the accufers , and a compaffion to the
criminal . For , to deftroy the credit of the wit-
neffes , he reprefents the whole nation , “ as a
“ drunken , impious , faithlefs people , natural
“ enemies to 'all religion , without any notion of
“ the fanctity of an oath , and polluting the altars
“ of their Gods with human facrifices : and what
“ faith , what piety , “ fays he , ’’can you imagine to
(l  be in thofe , who think that the Gods are to be
“ appeafed by cruelty and human blood 125? ”
And to raife at laft the pity of the Judges , he urges
in a pathetic peroration , the interceffion and tears
of Fonte ’ras’s fitter , one of the Veftal virgins , who
was then prefent ; oppoling , the piety and prayers
of this holy fuppliant , to the barbarity and perjuries
of the impious Gauls ; and admonifhing the Bench
of the danger and arrogance of flighting the fuit
of one , whofe petitions , if the Gods ihould rejedt,
they themfelves mutt all be undone , &c.

The caufe of Ctecina was about the right of
fucceffion to a private ettate , which depended
on a fubtile point of law 12!, arifing from the
interpretation of the Pnetor ’s interdict : it fhows
however , his exact knowledge and fkill in the civil
law , and that his public character and employ.

I *
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znent gave no interruption to his ufual diligence
in pleading caufes.

After the expiration of his iEdilefhip he loft
his Coufin Lucius Cicero , the late companion of
his journey to Sicily ; whofe death he laments
with all the marks of a tender affedion , in the
following letter to Atticus.

“ You , who of all men know me the bell , will
“ eafdy conceive how much I have been afflided,
“ and what a lofs I have fuftained both in my
“ public and domeftic life : for in him I had every
“ thing which could be agreeable to a man , from
“ the obliging temper and behaviour of another.
“  I make no doubt therefore , but that you alfo
“ are affeded with it , not only for the lhare
“ which you bear in my grief , but for your own
“ lofs of a relation and a friend , accomplilhed
“ with every virtue ; who loved you , as well
“ from his own inclination , as of what he ufed
“ to hear of you from me . &c. 116. ”

What made his kinfman ’s death the more un¬
lucky to him at this jundure was the want of his
help in making intereft for the Prsetorfbip , for
which he now offered himfelf a candidate , after
the ufual interval of two years 117, from the time
of his being chofen jEdile : but the City was in
fuch a ferment all this fummer , that there was like
to be no eledion at all : the occafion of it arofe
from the publication of fome new laws , which were
utterly difliked and fiercely oppofed by the Senate.
The hrft of them was propofed in favor of Pompey
by A . Gabinius , one of the Tribunes,as a teftimony



of their gratitude , and the firft fruits as it were of
that power which die had reftored to them . It
was to grant him an extraordinary commiffionfor
quelling the Pirates , who infefted the coafts and
navigation of the Mediterranean , to the difgrace
of the Empire , and the ruin of all commerce 118;
by which anabfolute command was conferred upon
him through all the Provinces bordering on that fea,
as far as fifty miles within land . T hefe Pirates
were grown fo ftrong , and fo audacious , that they
had taken feveral Roman Magiftrates and Ambal '-
fadors prifoners , made fome fuccefsful defcents on
Italy itfelf , and burnt the navy of Rome in the very
port of Oftia Yet the grant of a power fo
exorbitant and unknown to the laws was flrenuoufly
oppofed by Catulus , Hortenfius , and all the other
chiefs of the Senate , as dangerous to the public
liberty , nor fit to be intrufted to any fingle per-
fon : they alledged , “ That thefe unufual grants
“ were the caufe of all the mifery that the Re-
<(  public had fuffered from the Profcriptions of
“  Marius and Sylla , who , by a perpetual fuccef-
“ fion of extraordinary commands , were made
“  too great to be conrroled by the authority of
“ the laws ; that though the fame abufe of power
“ was not to be apprehended from Pompey , yet
“ the thing itfelf was pernicious , and contrary to
“ the conftitution of Rome ; that, the equality of
“ a Democracy required , that the public honors
“ fhould be fliared alike by all who were worthy
“ of them ; that there was no other way to make
“ men worthy , and to furnifh the City with a

1 -1 o
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“ number and choice of experienced commanders :
“ and if , as it was faid by fome , there were
“ really none at that time fit to command but
“ Pompey , the true reafon was , becaufe they
“ would fuffer none to command but Pompey
All the friends of Lucullus were particularly aclive
in the oppofition ; apprehending , that this new
commiffion would encroach upon his Province
and command in the Mithridatic war : fo that
Gabinius , to turn the popular clamor on that fide,
got a plan of the magnificent Palace , which
Lucullus was building , painted upon a banner ,
and carried about the ftreets by his mob ; to
intimate , that he was making all that expenfe out
of the fpoils of the Republic I!I.

Catulus , in fpeaking to the people againft this
law , demanded of them , “ If every thing muft
needs be committed to Pompey , what they would
do if any accident Ihould befal him ? ” Upon which,
as Cicero fays , he reaped the juft fruit of his
virtue , when they all cried out with one voice,
that their dependence would then be upon him” 2.
Pompey himfelf , who was naturally a great
diffembler , affe&cd not only an indifference , but
a diflike to the employment , and begged of the
people to confer it on fome body elfe ; and after
all the fatigues which he had undergone in their
fervice , to give him leave to retire to the care of his
domeftic affairs , and fpare him the trouble and
odium of fo invidious a commiffion But this
feeming feif-denial gave a handle only to his friends
to extol his modefty and integrity the more
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effe&ually ; and fince there had been a precedent
for the law a few years before , in favor of a man
much inferior both in merit and intered , M . An¬
tonins it was carried againd the united authority
of all the Magidrates , but with the general inclination
of the people : when from the created fcarcity
of provifions which had been known for a long
time in Rome , the credit of Pompey ’s name funk
the price of them at once , as if plenty had been
adtually redored 118. But though the Senate could
not hinder the law , yet they had their revenge on
Gabinius , the author of it , by preventing his
being chofen one of Pompey s Lieutenants , which
was what he chiefly aimed at , and what Pompey
himfelf folicited : though Pompey probably
made him amends for it in fome other way ; fince,
as Cicero fays , he was fo neceflitous at this time,
and fo profligate , that , if he had not carried his
law , he mud have turned Pirate himfelf ,!7.
Pompey had a fleet of five hundred fail allowed
for this expedition , with twenty four Lieutenants
chofen out of the Senate 1” ; whom he didributed
fo flcilfully through the fcveral dations of the
Mediterranean , that in lefs than fifty days he
drove the Pirates out of all their lurking holes , and
in four months put an end to the whole war : for
he did not prepare for it till the end of winter , fet
out upon it in the beginning offpring , and finiflied
it in the middle of dimmer I!°. ”

A fecond law was publiflied by L. Otbo , for
the aflignment of diftindt feats in the Theatres to
the Equedrian order , who ufed before to fit

I 4
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promifcuoufly with the populace : but by this law
fourteen rows of benches , next to thofe of the
Senators , were to be appropriated to their ufe ; by
which he fecured to them , as Cicero fays , both
their dignity and their pleafure 24\ The Senate
obtained the fame privilege of feparate feats about
a hundred years before , in the Confulfhip of
Scipio Africanus , which highly difgufled the
people , and gave occafion , fays Livy , as all
innovations are apt to do , to much debate and
cenfure ; for many of the wifer fort condemned all
filch diftindions in a free City , as dangerous to the
public peace : and Scipio himfelf afterwards repented,
and blamed himfelf for fuffering it 24\ Otho ’s law,
we may imagine , gave (fill greater offence , as it
was a greater affront to the people , to be removed
yet farther from what of all things they were
fondeft of , the fight of plays and fhows : it was
carried however by the authority of the Tribune,
and is frequently deferred to by the Claffic writers,
as an adl very memorable , and 141 what mademuch noife in it’s time.

C . Cornelius alfo , another Tribune , waspufhing
forward a third law , of a graver kind , to prohibit
bribery in elections by the fandtion of the fevereft
penalties : the rigor of it highly difpleafed the Senate,
whofe warm oppofition raifed great diforders in
the City , fo that all other bufinefs was interrupted,
the elections of magiftrates adjourned , and the
Confuls forced to have a guard . The matter how¬
ever , was compounded , by moderating the feverity
of the penalties in a new law offered by the
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Confuls , which was accepted by Cornelias , and
enabled in proper form under the title of the Cal-
purnian law , from the name of the ConfulC . Cal-
purnius Pifo ,4!. Cicero fpeaks of it ftill as rigor-
oufly drawn , for befides a pecuniary fine , it
rendered the guilty incapable of any public office
or place in the Senate. This Cornelius feems to
have been a brave and honeft Tribune , though
fomewhat too fierce and impetuous in affecting the
rights of the Citizens ; he publifhed another law,
to prohibit any mans being abfolved from the
obligation of the laws , except by the authority of
the people ; which , though a part of the old
conftitution , had long been ufurped by the Senate,
who difpenfed with the laws by their own decrees,
and thofe often made clandeftinely , when a few
only were privy to them . The Senate being refolved
not to part with fo valuable a privilege , prevailed
with another Tribune to inhibit the publication of
it , when it came to be read ; upon which Corne¬
lius took the book from the Clerk , and read it
himfelf . This was irregular , and much inveigh¬
ed againft , as a violation of the rights of the Tribu¬
nate ; fo that Cornelius was once more forced to
compound the matter by a milder law , forbidding
the Senate to pafs any fuch decrees , unlefs when two
hundred Senators were prefent ,4!. Thefe distur¬
bances however proved the occafion of an unex¬
pected honor to Cicero , by giving him a more
ample aud public teftimony of the people ’s affec¬
tion ; for in three different aflemblies convened for
the choice of Prrctors , two of which were diffolved
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without effedt , he was declared every time the firft
Praetor , by the fuffrages of all the Centuries 14‘.

The Praetor was a magiftrate next in dignity to
the Confuls , created originally as a colleague or
affiftant to them in the adminiftration of Juftice,
and to fupply their place alfo in abfence 147. At
firft there was but one ; but as the dominion and
affairs of the Republic increafed , fo the number of
Praetors was gradually enlarged from one to eight.
They were chofen not as the inferior magiftrates,
by the people voting in their Tribes , but in their
Centuries as the Confuls and Cenfors alfo were . In
the firft method , the majority of votes in each Tribe
determined the general vote of the Tribe , and a
majority of Tribes determined the eledtion , in which
the meanell citizen had as good a vote as the belt:
but in the fecond the balance of power was thrown
into the hands of the better fort , by a wife con¬
trivance of one of their Kings , Servius Tullius;
who divided the whole body of the Citizens into a
hundred and ninety three Centuries , according to a
Cenfus or valuation of their eftates ; and then reduced
thefe Centuries into fix Claffes according to the fame
rule , affigning to the firft or richeft Clafs ninety
feven of thefe Centuries , or a majority of the whole
number : fo that if the Centuries of the firft Clafs
agreed , the affair was over , and the votes of all
the reft infignificant I4S.

1 he bufinefs of the Praetors was to prefide and
judge in all caufes , efpecially of a public or criminal
kind , where their feveral jurifdidtions were affigned
to them by lot 147; and it fell to Cicero ’s to lit upon
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actions of extortion and rapine , brought againft
Magiflrates and Governors of Provinces 1S\ in
which , he tells us himfelf , he had acted as an
accufer , fat as a judge , and prefxded as Praetor 1”.
In this office he acquired a great reputation of
integrity by the condemnation of Licinius Macer , a
perfon of Praetorian dignity and great eloquence,
who would have made an eminent figure at the Bar,
if his abilities had not been fullied by the infamy of a
vicious life “ This man , as Plutarch relates it,
“ depending upon his interefl , and the influence of
“ Craffus , who fupported him with all his power,
“ was fo confident of being acquitted , that without
“ waiting for a fentence , he went home to drefs
“ himfelf , and , as if already abfolved , was
“ returning towards the Court in a white gown ;
“ but being met on his way by Cralfus , and iu-
“ formed that he was condemned by the unani-
“ mous fnffrage of the Bench , he took to his bed,
“ and died immediately . ” The ftory is told
differently by other writers : “ That Macer was
“ actually in the Court expe &ing the ilfue ; but
“ perceiving Cicero ready to give judgment
“ againft him , he fent one to let him know that
“ he was dead , and flopping his breath at the
“ fame time with a handkerchief , inflantly ex-
“ pired ; fo that Cicero did not proceed to fen-
“ tence , by which Macer ’s eftate was faved to his
“ fon Licinius Calvus , an orator afterwards of
“ the firft merit and eminence ” But from
Cicero ’s own account it appears , that after treating
Macer in the trial with great candor and equity ,
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lie adtually condemned him with the univerfal appro¬
bation of the people ; and did himfelf much more
honor and fervice by it , than he could have reaped,
he fays , by IYIacer’s friendfhip and intereft , if he
had acquitted him ,s\

Manilius , one of the new Tribunes , no fooner
entered into his office , than he raifed a frefh dif-
turbance in the City , by the promulgation of a
law for granting to flaves fet free a right of voting
among the Tribes ; which gave fo much fcandal to
all , and was fo vigoroufiy oppofed by the Senate,
that he was prefently obliged to drop it I!5: but
being always venal , as Velleius fays , and the tool
of other men’s power , that he might recover his
credit with the people , and engage the favor of
Pompey , he propofed a fecond law , that Pompey,
who was then in Cilicia extinguifhing the remains
of the Piratic war , fhould have the government of
Afia added to his commilfion , with the command
of the Mithridatic war , and of all the Roman armies
in thofe parts ” *. It was about eight years fince
Lucullus was firfl fent to that war , in which , by
a feries of many great and glorious adts , he had
acquired reputation both of courage and conduct,
equal to that of the greateft Generals : he had
driven Mithridates out of his kingdom of Pontus,
and gained feveral memorable victories againft
him , though fupported by the whole force of
Tigranes , the mod potent Prince of Afia ; till his
army , ha raffed by perpetual fatigues , and debauched
by his fadious officers , particularly by his brother in¬
law young Clodius ' ” , began to grow impatient
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of liis difcipline , and to demand their difeharge.
Their difaffedion was ftill iucreafed by the un¬
lucky defeat of one of his Lieutenants , Triarius;
who , in a rafli engagement with IYIithndates , was
deftroyed with the lofs of his camp , and the bell:
of his troops : fo that as foon as they heard that
Glabrio , the Conful of the laft year , was appointed
to fucceed him , and adually arrived in Afia , they
broke out into an open mutiny , and refufed to
follow him any farther , declaring themfelves to
be no longer his foldiers : but Glabrio , upon the
news of thefe diforders , having no inclination to
enter upon fo troublefome a command , chofe to
flop fhort in Bi thynia , without ever going to the

XJ8army
This mutinous fpirit in Lucullus ’s troops , and

the lofs pf his authority with them , which Glabrio
was ftill lefs qualified to fuftain , gave a reafonable
pretext to Manihus ’s law ; and Pompey ’s fuccefs
againft the Pirates , and his being upon the fpot
with a great army , made it hkewife the more
plaufible : fo that after a ftrarp conteft and oppo¬
sition from fome of the beft and greateft of the
Senate , the Tribune carried his point , and got the
law confirmed by the people . Cicero fupported
it with all his eloquence , in a fpeech from the
Roftra , which he had never mounted till this
occafion : where , in difplaying the character of
Pompey , he draws the pidure of a confummate
General , with all the ftrength and beauty of colors,
which words can give . He was now in the career
of his fortunes , and in fight as it were of the

N
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Confulfhip , the grand objedt of his ambition ; fo that
his conduct was fufpe &ed to flow from an interefted
view of facilitating his own advancement , by pay¬
ing this court to Pompey ’s power : but the reafons
already intimated , and Pompey ’s lingular character
of modefly and abftinence , joined to the fuperio-
rity of his military lame , might probably convince
him , that it was not only fafe , but neceffary at
this time , to commit a war . which no body elfe
could finilh , to fuch a General ; and a po'wer,
which no body elfe ought to be intruded with , to
fuch a man . This he himfelf folemnly affirms in
the conclufion of his fpeech : “ I call the Gods to
“ witnefs , “ fays he , ” and efpecially thofewho pre-
“ fide over this Temple , and infped the minds
il  of all who adminifter the public affairs , that I
“ neither do this at the defire of any one , nor to
“ conciliate Pompey ’s favor , nor to procure from
“ any man’s greatnefs , either a fupport in dan-
“ gers , or affiftance in honors : for as to dangers
“ I ffiall repel them as a man ought to do , by
“ the prote &ion of my innocence ; and for ho-
“ nors , I ffiall obtain them , not from any fingle
“ man , nor from this place , but from my ufual“ laborious courfe of life , and the continuance
“ of your favor . Whatever pains therefore I
“ have taken in this caufe , 1 have taken it all , I
“ allure you , for the fake of the Republic ; and
“ fo far from ferving any intereft of my own by
“ it , have gained the ill will and enmity of many,
“ partly fecret , partly declared ; unneceffary to
“ myfelf , yet not ufelefs perhaps to you : but
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tc  after fo many favors received from you , and
“ this very honor which I now enjoy , I have
“ made it my refolution , Citizens , to prefer your
“ will , the dignity of the Republic , and the
“ fafety of the Provinces , to all my owni interefts
“ and advantages whatfoever ”

J. Caefar alfo was a zealous promoter of this
law ; but from a different motive than the love
either of Pompey , or the Republic : his defign
was , to recommend himfelf by it to the people ,whofe
favor , he forefaw , would be of more ufe to him
than the Senate’s , and to cart: a frefh load of envy
on Pompey , which , by fome accident , might be
improved afterwards to his hurt ; but his chief
view was to make the precedent familiar , that,
whatever ufe Pompey might make of it , he himfelf
might one day make a bad one I*\ For this is
the common effect of breaking through the barrier
of the laws , by which many Hates have been
ruined ; when , from a confidence in the abilities
and integrity of fome eminent Citizen , they
invert: him , on preffing occafions , with extraordi¬
nary powers , for the common benefit and defence
of the fociety : for though power fo intrufted may
in particular cafes be of Angular fervice , and
fometimes even neceffary ; yet the example is
always dangerous , furnilhing a perpetual pretence
to the ambitious and ill defigning , to grafp at
every perogative which had been granted at any
time to the virtuous , till the fame power , which
would fave a country in good hands , opprelfes it
at laff in bad.
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Though Cicero had now full employment as
Prsetor , both in the affairs of ftate and public trials:
yet he found time ftill to adt the Advocate , as well
as the Judge , and not only to hear caufes in his
own Tribunal , but to plead them alfo at the Tri¬
bunals of the other Prsetors . He now defended
A . Cluentius , a Roman Knight of fplendid family
and fortunes , accufed before the Prsetor Q . Nafo,
of poifoning his father in law Oppianicus , who a few
years before had been tried and banifhed for an
attempt to poifon Cluentius . The oration , which is
extant , lays open a fcene of fuch complicated
villany , by poifons , murder , incell , fuborning
witneffes , corrupting judges , as the Poets them-
felves have never feigned in any one family ; all
contrived by the mother of Cluentius againft the
life and fortunes of her foil : “ But what a mother !”
“ fays Cicero one , who is hurried blindfold by the
“ moll cruel and brutal pallions ; whofe lull no fenfe
“ of fhame reftrains ; who by the vicioufnefs of her
“ mind perverts all the laws of men to the worll ends;
“ who adts with fuch folly , that none can take her
“ for a human creature ; with fuch violence , that
“ none can imagine her to be a woman ; with
“ fuch cruelty , that none can conceive her to be
“ a mother ; one , who has confounded not only
“ the name and the rights of nature , but all the
“ relations of it too : the wife of her fon in law !

the flepmother of her fon ! the invader of her
£t  daughter ’s bed ! in fliort , who has nothing left
“  in her of the human fpecies , but the mere” form ie‘. ”

He

V
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He is fuppofed to have defended feveral other
Criminals this year , though the pleadings are now
loft , and particularly M . Fundanius ; but what
gives the mod remarkable proof of his induftry,
is , that during his Praetorlhip , as fome of the
ancient writers tell us , though he was in full
pra &ice and exercife of fpeaking , yet he fre¬
quented the fchool of a celebrated Rhetorician,
Gnipho We cannot fuppofe that his defign
was to learn any thing new , but to preferve and
confirm that perfection which he had already
acquired , and prevent any ill habit from grow¬
ing infenfibly upon him , by exercifing himfelf
under the obfervation of fo judicious a rrtafter.
But his chief view certainly was , to give fome
countenance and encouragement to Gnipho hini-
felf , as well as to the art which he profefied;
and by the prefence and authority of one of the
firft IVIagiftrates of Rome * to infpire the youngNobles with an ambition to excel in it.

When his Magiftracy was juft at an end^
Manilius , whofe Tribunate expired a few days
before , was accufed before him of rapine and
extortion : and though ten days were always
allowed to the criminal to prepare for his defence,
he appointed the very next day for the trial.
This ftartled and offended the Citizens , who
generally favored Manilius , and looked upon the
profecution as the effedt of malice and refentment
on the part of the Senate , for his law in favor of
Pompey . The Tribunes therefore called Cicero to
an account before the people , for treating Manilius

Vol . I . K
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fo roughly; who in defence of himfelf faid, cc That
as it had been his practice to treat all criminals
with humanity , fo he had no defxgn of ading
othcrwife with Manilius , but on the contrary had
appointed that fhort day for the trial , becaufe it
was the only one of which he was mafter ; and
that it was not the part of thofe , who wilhed
well to Manilius , to throw off the caufe to another
Judge . ” This made a wonderful change in the
minds of the audience , who applauding his con-
dud , defired then that he would undertake the
defence of Manilius , to which he confented;
and flopping up again into the Roftra , laid
open the fource of the whole affair , with many
fevere reflections upon the enemies of Pompey
The trial however was dropt , on account of the
tumults which arofe Immediately after in the City,
from fome new incidents of much greater import*
ance.

At the Confular eledion , which was held this
fummer , P. Autronius Psetus and P . Cornelius
Sylla were declared Confuls ; but their eledion
was no fooner published , than they were accufed
of bribery and corruption by the Calpurnian law,
and being brought to trial , and found guilty
before their entrance into office , forfeited the
Confulfhip to their accufers and competitors,
L . Manlius Torquatus and L. Aurelius Cotta.
Catiline alfo , who from his Prsetorfhip had ob¬
tained the Province of Africa , came to Rome this
year to appear a candidate at the eledion , but
being accufed of extortion and rapine in that
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government , was not permitted by the Confuls
to purfue his pretenfions

This difgrace of men fo powerful and defperate
engaged them prefently in a confpiracy againft
the State , in which it was refoived to kill the
new Confuls , with feveral others of the Senate,
and lharc the government among themfelves : but
the effedt of it was prevented by fome information
given of the defign , which was too precipitately
laid to be ripe for execution . Cn. Pifo , an
audacious , needy , factious young nobleman , was
privy to it” 5; and , as Suetonius fays , two more
of much greater weight , M . Craffus and J. Caefar;
the firlt of whom was to be created Dictator , the
fecond his Mailer of the Horfe : but Craffus’s
heart failing him , either through fear or repent¬
ance , he did not appear at the appointed time,
fo that Caefar would not give the fignal agreed
upon , of letting his robe drop from his Ihoulder ” ' .
The fenate was particularly jealous of Pifo , and
hoping to cure his difaffedtion by making him
eafy in his fortunes , or to remove him at lead
from the cabals of his affociates , gave him the
government of Spain , at the inftance of Craffus,
who llrenuoufly fupported him as a determined
enemy to Pompey . But before his fetting out,
Caefar and he are faid to have entered into a
■new and feparate engagement , that the one fhould
begin fome dillurbance abroad , while the other
was to prepare and inflame matters at home : but
this plot alfo was defeated by the unexpected
death of Pifo ; ■vyho 'vyas affaffinated by the

K 9
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Spaniards , as fome fay , for his cruelty , or , as
others , by Pompey ’s clients , and at the inftiga-
eion of Pompey himfelf ,t7.

Cicero , at the expiration of his Praetorflhip,
would not accept any foreign Province the
ufual reward of that IYTagiftracy, and the chief
fruit which the generality propofed from it . He
had no particular love for money , nor genius for
arms , fo that thofe governments had no charms
for him : the glory which he purfued was to fhine
in the eyes of the City , as the Guardian of its
laws , and to teach the Magiftrates how to execute,
the Citizens how to obey them . But he was now
preparing to fue for the Confulfhip , the great
objedl of all his hopes ; and his whole attention
was employed how to obtain it in his proper
year , and without a repulfe . There were two years
neceflarily to intervene between the Praetorfliip
and Confullhip : the firft of which was ufually
fpent in forming a general intereft , and foliciting
for it as it were in a private manner ; the fecond
in filing for it openly , in the proper form and
habit of a candidate . The affeftion of the City,
fo fignally declared for him in all the inferior fteps
of honor , gave him a ftrong prefumption of fuccefs
in his prefent pretenfions to the higheft : but as
he had reafon to apprehend a great oppofition
from the Nobility , who looked upon the public
dignities as a kind of birth - right , and could
not brook their being intercepted and fnatched
from them by new men “ *; fo he refolved to put
it out of their power to hurt him , by omitting
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no pains which could be required of a candidate,
of vifiting and foliciting all the Citizens in perfon.
At the election therefore of the Tribunes on the
fixteenth of July , where the whole City was
affembled in the field of Mars , he chofe to make
his firft effort, and to mix himfelf with the crowd,
on purpofe to carefs and falute them familiarly
by name ; and as foon as there was any vacation
in the Forum , which happened ufually in Auguft,
he intended to make an excurfion into the Cifal-
pine Gaul , and in the charadter of a Lieutenant
to Pifo , the Governor of it , to vifit the Towns
and Colonies of that Province , which was reckoned
very ftrong in the number of it’s votes , and fo
return to Rome in January followingWhile
he was thus employed in fuing for the Confulfhip,
L . Cotta , a remarkable lover of wine , was one
of the Cenfors , which gave occafion to one of
Cicero ’s jokes , that Plutarch has tranfmitted to
us , that happening one day to be dry with the
fatigue of his talk , he called for a glafs of water
to quench his thirft ; and when his friends flood
clofe around him as he was drinking , “ You do
well, ” fays he , “ to cover me , left Cotta fhould
cenfure me for drinking water

He wrote about the fame time to Atticus , then
at Athens , to defire him to engage all that band
of Pompey ’s dependents , who were ferving under
him in the Mithridatic war , and by way of jeft
bids him tell Pompey himfelf , that he would
not take it ill of him , if he did not come in
perfon to his eledtion Atticus fpent many

Ks



134 THE LIFE OF

years in this refidence at Athens , which gave
Cicero an opportunity of employing him to buy
a great number of ftatues for the ornament of his
feveral Villas , efpecially that at Tufculum , in
which he took the greateft pleafure 171, for it’s
delightful fituationin the neighbourhood of Rome,
and the convenience of an eafy retreat from the
hurry and fatigues of the City : here he had built
feveral rooms and galleries , in imitation of the
Schools and Porticoes of Athens , which he called
Lkewife by their Attic names of the Academy
and Gymnafium , and defigned for the fame ufe of
Philofophical conferences with his learned friends.
He had given Atticus a general commiffion to
purchafe for him any piece of Grecian art or
fculpture , which was elegant and curious , efpecially
of the literary kind , or proper for the furniture
of his Academy 17’ ; which Atticus executed to
his great fatisfadipn , and fent him at different
times feveral cargoes of ftatues , which arrived
fafe at the port of Cajeta , near to his Formian
Villa I7+; and pleafed him always fo well , both
in the choice and the price of them , that upon
the receipt of each parcel he ftill renewed his
orders for more.

“ I have paid , cc fays he, ” a hundred and fixty
tc  four pounds , as you ordered , to your agent;
ct  Cincius , for the Megaric ftatues . The Mercuries
“ which you mentioned , of Pentelician marble with
<c brazen heads , give me already great pleafure:
ct  Wherefore I would have you fend me as many
K of them as you can , and as foon as poffible,



IYT. T.  CICERO. 135

F
buy
)[fe
1, :i

t lli
.one,
1the
buh
’tie
slid
Sent;,
feof
ads,
to
ot

ally
iturt
ds
ere
rifti
nk
be:
lift:
Ik

b>
f
0

it'

ti

€i  with any other Statues and ornaments which.
“ you think proper forjheplace , and in my tafte,
<e and good enough to plealh yours ; but above
<£ all , fuch as will fuit my Gymnafium and Portico;
<l for I am grown fo fond of all things of that
“ kind , that though others probably may blame
ct  me , yet I depend on you to affift me 17'. ”

Of all the pieces which Atticus fent, he feems to
have been the molt pleafed with a fort of compound
emblematical figures , reprefenting Mercury and
Minerva , or Mercury and Hercules jointly upon
one bafe, called Hermathense and Hermeraclse : for
Hercules being the proper Deity of the Gymna¬
fium , Minerva of the Academy , and Mercury
common to both , they exadily fuited the purpofe
for which he defired them ,7‘. But he was fo
intent on embellishing this Tufculan Villa with all
forts of Grecian work , that he fent over to Atticus
the plans of his ceilings , which were of Stucco¬
work , in order to befpeak pieces of Sculpture or
painting to be inferted in the compartments ; with
the covers of two of his wells or fountains , which
according to the cuftom of thofe times they ufed
to form after fome elegant pattern , and adorn
with figures in relief 177.

Nor was he lefs eager in making a collection of
Greek books , and forming a library , by the fame
opportunity of Atticus ’s help . This was Atticus ’s
own paffion , who having free accefs to all the
libraries of Athens , was employing his Haves in
copying the works of their belt writers , not only
for his own ufe, but for fale alfo, and the common

K 4
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profit both of the fiave ancj the mafter : for Atticus
was remarkable above all men of his rank for a,
family of learned {laves , having fcarce a foot-boy
in his houfe , who was not trained both to read
and write for him By this advantage he had
made a very large collection of choice and curious
books , and fignified to Cicero his defign of felling
them ; yet feems to have intimated withal , that
he expedted a larger fum for them than Cicero
would eafily fpare : which gave occafion to Cicero
to beg of him in feveral letters to referve the
whole number for him , till he could raife money
enough for the purchafe.

“ Pray keep your books , “ fays he , ” for me,
u and do not defpair of my being able to make
*c them mine ; which if I can compafs , I fihall
<c think myfelf richer than Craffus , and defpife

the fine Villas and Gardens of them all ,79.
Again : “ Take care that you do not part with

your library to any man , how eager foever
te  he may be to buy it ; for I am fetting apart
tc  all my little rents to purchafe that relief for
“ my old age ” In a third letter , he fays,
tc  That he had placed all his hopes of comfort
¥c and pleafure , whenever he lhould retire from
ee bufinefs , on Atticus ’s referving thefe books
* for him I" . ”

But to return to the affairs of the City , Cicero
was now engaged in the defence of Q. Cornelius,
who was accufed and tried for practices againft the
ftate in his late Tribunate , before the Praetor Q,.
Gallius . This trial , which tailed four days , was
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one of the mod important in which he had ever
been concerned : the two Confuls prefided in it;
and all the chiefs of the Senate , Q . Catulus , L.
Lucullus , Hortenfius , &c. appeared as witneffes
againft the criminal 1,1; whom Cicero defended , as
Quintilian fays , not only withftrong , but fhining
arms , and with a force of eloquence , that drew
acclamations from the people He publifhed two
Orations fpoken in this caufe , whofe lofs is a public
detriment to the literary world , fince they were
reckoned among the mod finilhed of his compo-
fitions : he himfelf refers to them as fuch ,s+; and
the old Critics have drawn many examples from
them of that genuine eloquence , which extorts ap-
plaufe and excites admiration.

C. Papius , one of the Tribunes , publifhed a law
this year to oblige all drangers to quit the City as
one of his predeceffors , Pennus , had done like-
wife many years before him. The reafon , which
they alledged for it , was the confufion occafioned
by the multitude and infolence of foreigners , who
affumed the habit and ufurped the rights of Citi¬
zens : but Cicero condemns all thefe laws as cruel
and inhofpitable , and a violation of the laws of
nature and humanity I,s.

Catiline was now brought to a trial for his
oppreffion in Africa ; he had been foliciting Cicero
to undertake his defence ; who at one time was
much inclined , or determined rather to do it , for
the fake of obliging the Nobles , efpecially Csefar
and Craffus , or of making Catilina at lead his
friend , as he fignifies in a letter to Atticus : “ I



THE LIFE138 O F

“ defignfays he , “ at prefent to defend my com- .
cc petitor Catiline : We have judges to our mind,
“  yet fuch as the accufer himfelf is pleafed with:
ec I hope , if he be acquitted , that he will be the !
“ more ready to ferve me in our common peti-
<c tion ; but if it fall out otherwife , I fhall bear it I
ct  with patience . It is of great importance to me j
cc to have you here as foon as pofiible : for there is
“  a general perfuafion , that certain Nobles of your
tc  acquaintance will be againft me ; and you , I j
c‘ know , could be of the greateft fervice in gain-
“  ing them over ” But Cicero changed his ;
mind , and did not defend him" 7; upon a nearer j
view perhaps of his defigns and traiterous practices;
to which he feems to allude , when defcribing the
art and diffimulation of Catiline , he declares , “ that jj
he himfelf was once almoft deceived by him , fo as to ;
take him for a good Citizen , a lover of honeft men , ■
a firm and faithful friend , &c. ” But it is not i
flrange , that a candidate for the Conful/hip , in the ■
career of his ambition , fhould think of defending >.
a man of the firfl rank and intereft in the City,
when all the Confular Senators , and even the Conful
himfelf , Torquatus , appeared with him at the trial, j]
and gave teftimony in his favor . Whom Cicero j
excufed , when they were afterwards reproached
with it , by obferving , that they had no notion of
his treafons , nor fufpicion at that time of his confpi-
racy ; but out of mere humanity and compaffion
defended a friend in diflrefs , and in that crifis of his
danger overlooked the infamy of his life " \

His profecutor was P, Clodius , a young Noble-
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man as profligate as himfelf ; fo- that it -was not
difficult to make up matters with fuch an accufer,
who for a fum of money agreed to betray the
caufe , and fuffer him to efcape 190: which gave
occafion to what Cicero faid afterwards in a fpeeeh ;
againft him in the Senate , while they were fuing.
together for the Confullhip : “ Wretch ! not to fee
that thou art not acquitted , but referved only to a
feverer trial and heavier punilhment ,9‘. ” It was in.
this year , as Cicero tells us , under the Confuls
Cotta and Torquatus , that thofe prodigies happen¬
ed , which were interpreted to portend the. great
dangers and plots , that were now hatching againft
the State , and broke out two years after , in Cicero ’s
Confullhip ; when the turrets of the Capitol , the
ftatues of the Gods , and the brazen image of the
infant Romulus fucking the wolf , were ftruck dowa
by lightning ” \

Cicero being now in his forty - third year , the
proper age required by -law , declared himfelf
a candidate for the Confullhip along with fix com¬
petitors , P . Sulpicius Galba , L. Sergius Catilina,
C . Antonius , L. Caffius Longinus , Q . Cornificius,
C . Licinius Sacerdos. The two firft were Patri¬
cians , the two next Plebeians , yet noble ; the two
laft the fons of fathers who had firft imported the
public honors into their families : Cicero was the
only new man among them , or one born ofEquef-
trian rank *94. Galba and Cornificius were perfons
of great virtue and merit ; Sacerdos without any
particular blemifh upon him ; Caffius lazy and weak,
but not thought fo wicked ashefoon after appeared
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to be ; Antonius and Catilina , though infamous in
their lives and characters , yet by intrigue and
faCtion , had acquired a powerful intereft in the City
joined all their forces againft Cicero , as their mod
formidable antagonift , in which they were vigor-
oufly fupported by CrafTus and C3efar ,,s .

This was the date of the competition ; in which
the practice of bribing was carried on fo openly and
fhamefully by Antonius and Catiline , that the Se¬
nate thought it neceffary to give fome check to it
by a new and more rigorous law ; but when they
were proceeding to publifh it , L. Mucius Oreftinus,
one of the Tribunes , put his negative upon them.
This Tribune had been Cicero ’s client , and defend¬
ed by him in an impeachment of plunder and rob¬
bery ; but having now fold himfelf to his enemies,
made it the fubjeCt of all his harangues to ridicule
his birth and character , as unworthy of the Con-
fulfhip ; in the debate therefore which arofe in the
Senate upon the merit of his negative , Cicero,
provoked to find fo defperate a confederacy againft
him , rofe up , and after fome raillery and expof-
tulation with Mucius , made a mod fevere invec¬
tive on the flagitious lives and practices of his
two competitors , in a fpeech ufually called in Toga
Candida , becaufe it was delivered in a white Gown,
the proper habit of all Candidates , and from which
the name itfelf was derived

Though he had now bufinefs enough upon his
hands to engage his whole attention , yet we find
him employed in the defence of Q . Gallius , the
Praetor of the laftyear , accufed of corrupt practices
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in procuring that magiftracy . Gallius , it feems,
when chofen iEdile , had difgufted the people by
not providing any wild beafts for their entertain¬
ment in his public (hows ; fo that to put them into
good humor when he flood for the Prsetorfbip , he
entertained them with Gladiators , on pretence of
giving them in honor of his deceafed father m . This
was his crime , of which be was accufed by M.
Callidius , whofe father had been impeached before
by Gallius . Callidius was one of the mofl eloquent
and accurate fpeakers of his time , of an eafy,
flowing , copious flyle , always delighting , though
feldom warming his audience ; which was the only
thing wanting to make him a Complete Orator . '
Befides the public crime juft mentioned , he charged
Gallius with a private one againft himfelf , a defign
to poifon him ; of which he pretended to have
manifeft proofs , as well from the teftimony of wit-
neffes , as of his own hand and letters : but he told
his ftory with fo much temper and indolence , that
Cicero , from his coldnefs in opening a fa«ft fo in-
terefting , and where his life had been attempted,
formed an argument to prove that it could not be
true . “ How is it poffible , “ fayshe ”, Callidius , fot
“ you to plead in fuch a manner , if you did not
“ know the thing to be forged ? How could you,
" who adl with fuch force of eloquence in other
“ men’s dangers , be fo indolent in your own ?
“ Where was that grief , that ardor , which was
“ to extort cries and lamentations from the moft
“ ftupid ? We faw no emotion of your mind , none
“ of your body ; no ftriking your forehead , or



142 LIFE OFT HE

“ your thigh ; no damping with your foot ; fo that
“ inftead of feeling ourfelves inflamed , we could
“ hardly forbear lleeping , while you were urging
“ all that part of your charge " \ ” Cicero’s
fpeech is loft , but Gallius was acquitted ; for we
find him afterwards revenging himfelf in the fame
kind on this very Callidius , by accufmg him of
bribery in his fuit for the Confullhip

J. Caefar was one of the afliftant judges this
year to the Praetor , whofe province it was to fit
upon theSicarii , that is , thofe who were accufed
of killing , or carrying a dagger with intent to kill.
This gave him an opportunity of citing before him
as criminals , and condemning by the law of aflaf-
finate all thofe , who in Sylla’s profcription had been
known to kill , or receive money for killing a pro-
Tcribed Citizen ; which money Cato alfo , when he
was Quaeftor the year before , had made them refund
to the treafury Caefar’s view was , to mortify the
Senate and ingratiate himfelf with the people , by
reviving the Marian caufe , which had always been
popular , and of which he was naturally the head*
on account of his near relation to old Marius : for
which purpofe he had the liardinefs likewife to
replace in the Capitol the trophies and ftatues of
Marius , which Sylla had ordered to be thrown
down and broken to pieces 101. But while he was
profecuting with fuch feverity the agents of Sylla’s
cruelty , he not only fpared , but favored Catiline,
who was one of the mod cruel in fpilling the blood
of the profcribed ; having butchered with his own
hands , and in a manner the moft brutal , C . Marius
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Gratidianus , a favorite of the people , nearly related
both to Marius and Cicero ; whofe head he carried
in triumph through the ftreets to make a prefent of
it to Sylla ***. But Csefar’s zeal provoked L. Paullus
to bring Catiline alfo under the lalh of the fame
law , and to accufe him in form , after his repulfe
from the Confulfhip , of the murder of many Citi¬
zens in Sylla’s profcription : of which though he
was notorioufly guilty , yet contrary to all expecta¬
tion , he was acquitted **J.

Catiline was fufpeCted alfo at the fame time of
another heinous and capital crime , an inceftu-
ous commerce with Fabia , one of the Veftal Vir¬
gins , and filter to Cicero ’s wife. This was charged
upon him fo loudly by common fame , and gave
fuch fcandal to the City , that Fabia was brought
to a trial for it ; but either through her inno¬
cence , or the authority of her brother Cicero,
fhe was readily acquitted : which gave occafion
to Cicero to tell him , among the other reproaches
on his flagitious life , that there was no place fo fa-
cred , whither his very vifits did not carry pollu¬
tion , and leave the imputation of guilt , where there
was no real crime fubfifting a°\

As the eledion of Confuls approached , Cicero ’s
intereft appeared to be fuperior to that of all the
candidates ; for the Nobles themfelves , though
always envious and defirous to deprefs him , yet
out of regard to the dangers which threatened the
City from many quarters , and feemed ready to
burft out into a flame , began to think him the
only man qualified to preferve the Republic , and
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break the cabals of the defperate , by the vigor
and prudence of his adminiftration : for in cafes of
danger , as Salluft obferves , pride and envy natu¬
rally fubfide , and yield the poll of honor to vir¬
tue **\ The method of chufing Confuls | \vas not
by an open vote , but by a kind of ballot , or
little tickets of wood , diftributed to the Citizens
with the names of the candidates feverally infcribed
upon each , but in Cicero ’s cafe the people were not
content with this fecret and filentway of teftifying
their inclinations ; but before they came to any
fcrutiny , loudly and univerfally proclaimed Cicero
the firft Conful ; fo that * as he himfelf declared in
his fpeech to them after his eledion , lie was not
chofen by the votes of particular Citizens , but
the common fuffrages of the City ; nor declared
by the voice of the crier , but of the whole Roman
people ***. He was the only new man who had
obtained this fovereign dignity , or , as he expreffes
it , had forced the intrenchments of the Nobility for
forty years paft , from the firft Confullliip of C.
Marius , and the only one likewife who had ever
obtained it in his proper year , or without a re-
pulfe 2°7. Antonius was chofen his Colleague by
the majority of a few Centuries above his friend
and partner Catiline ; which was effeded probably
by Cicero ’s management , who confidered him as
the lefs dangerous and more tradable of the two.

Cicero ’s Father died this year on the twenty-
fourth of November l0*, in a good old age , withthe comfort to have feen his fon advanced to
the fupreme honor of the City , and wanted

nothing
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nothing to complete the happinefs of his life , but
the addition of one year more , to have made
him a witnefs of the glory of his Confullhip.
It was in this year alfo moft probably , though
fome Critics feem to difpute it , that Cicero gave
his daughter Tullia in marriage at the age of thir¬
teen to C. Pifo Frugi , a young Nobleman of greathopes , and one of the beft families in Rome :it is certain at leaft , that his fon was born in this
fame year , as he exprefsly tells us , in the Conful-
fihip of L. Julius Csefar and C. Marcius Figulus 11 ".
So that with the highefl: honor which the public
could beftow , he received the higheft pleafure
which private life ordinarily admits , by the birthof a fon and heir to his family.

Vol . I. L

, ' —v



i46 THE LIFEOF

SECT . III.

ClCERO was now arrived through the ufuai
gradation of honors , at the higheft which the
people could regularly give , or an honeft Ci¬
tizen defirc. The offices which he had already
born , had but a partial jurifdidion , confined to
particular branches of the Government ; but the
Confuls held the reins , and direded the whole
machine with an authority as extenfive as the
Empire itfelf \ The fubordinate Magiftracies
therefore , being the fteps only to this fovereign
dignity , were not valued fo much for their own
fake , as for bringing the candidates ftiil nearer
to the principal objed of their hopes , who through
this courfe of their ambition were forced to

pradife all the arts of popularity ; to court the
little as well as the great , to efpoufe the princi¬
ples and politics in vogue , and to apply their
talents to conciliate friends , rather than to ferve
the public But the Confulflup put an end to
this fubjedion , and with the command of the
ftate gave them the command of themfelves;
fo that the only care left was , how to execute
this high office with credit and dignity , and
employ the power intruded to them for the
benefit and fervice of their country.

We are now therefore to look upon Cicero in a
different light , in order to form a juft idea of
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his character : to confider him , not as an ambi¬
tious Courtier , applying all his thoughts and
pains to his own advancement ; but as a great
Magiftrate and Scatefman , adminiftering the affairs
and directing the counfels of a mighty empire :
And according to the accounts of all the ancient
writers , Rome never flood in greater need of the
{kill and vigilance of an able Conful than in thisVery year . For befides the traiterous cabals and
confpiracies of thofe who were attempting tofubvert the whole Republic , the new Tribunes
were alfo laboring to difturb the prefent quiet ofit : fome of them were publilhing laws to abolifh
every thing that remained of Sylla’s eftablifhment,
and to reftore the fons of the profcribed to their
eftates and honors ; others to reverfe the punifh-ment of P . Sylla and Autronius , condemned for
bribery , and replace them in the Senate J : fomewere for expunging all debts , and others , for
dividing the lands of the public to the poorer citi¬zens *: fo that , as Cicero declared both to the
Senate and the people , the Republic was deliveredinto his hands full of terrors and alarms ; diftradted
by peftilent laws and feditious harangues ; endan¬gered not by foreign wars , but inteftine evils,
and the traiterous defigns of profligate Citizens;and that there was no mifchief incident to a State
which the honeft had not caufe to apprehend , thewicked to expect

What gave the greater fpirit to the authors ofthefe attempts , was Antonius ’s advancement to
the Confulfhip : they knew him to be of the

b z
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fame principles , and embarked in the fame defigns
with themfelves , which by his authority they now-
hoped to carry into effect. Cicero was aware of
this ; andforefaw the mifchief of a Colleague equal
to him in power , yet oppofite in views , and pre¬
pared to fruftrate all his endeavours for the public
fervice : fo that his firft care , after their election,
was to gain the confidence of Antonius , and to
draw him from his old engagements to the inte-
refts of the Republic ; being convinced that all
the fuccefs of his adminiftration depended upon
it . He began therefore to tempt him by a kind
of argument which feldom fails of its efted with
men of his character , the offer of power to his
ambition , and of money to his pleafures : with
thefe baits he caught him ; and a bargain was
prefently agreed upon between them , that Anto-
arius fliould have the choice of the belt Province
which was to be affigned to them at the expira¬
tion of their year *. It was the cuftom for the
Senate to appoint what particular Provinces were
to be diftributed every year to the feveral Magifc
irates , who ufed afterwards to caff lots for them
among themfelves ; the Praetors for the Pnetorian,
the Confuls for the Confular Provinces . In this

partition therefore , when Macedonia , one of the
moft defirable governments of the Empire , both
for command and wealth , fell to Cicero ’s lot,
he exchanged it immediately with his Colleague
for Cifalpine Gaul , which he refigned alfo foon
after in favor of Q.  Metellus ; being refolved,
as he declared in his inauguration *fpeech , to
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adminifter the Confulfhip in fuch a manner , as to
put it out of any man’s power either to tempt or
terrify him from his duty : fince he neither fought,
nor would accept any province , honor , or benefit
from it whatfoever ; the only way,  fays fie , by
which a man can difcharge it with gravity and free¬
dom ; fo as to chaftife thofe Tribunes who wilh ill
to the Republic , or defpife thofe who wilh ill to
himfelf 7 : a noble declaration , and worthy to be
tranfmitted to pofterity for an example to all ma-
giftrates in a free State . By this addrefs he en¬
tirely drew Antonius into his meafures , and had
him ever after obfequious to bis will *; or , as he
himfelf exprefles it , by his patience and complai-
fancy he foftenedand calmed him , eagerly defirous
of a Province , and projecting many things againft
the State The eftablifhment of this concord be¬
tween them was thought to be of fuch importance
to the public quiet , that in his firft fpeech to the
people , he declared it to them from the Roftra,
as an event the moft likely to curb the infolence
of the factious , and raife the fpirits of the honeft,
and prevent the dangers with which the City was
then threatened lo.

There was another project likewife which he
had much at heart , and made one of the capital
points of his adminiftration , to unite the Equef-
trian order with the Senate into one common party
and intereft . This body of men,  next to the Sena?,
tors , confifted of the richeft and moft fplendid
families of Rome , who from the eafe and influence
of their fortunes were naturally well affeded - to

L 3
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the profperity of the Republic ; and being alfo
the conllant farmers of all the revenues of the
Empire , had a great part of the inferior people de¬
pendent upon them . Cicero imagined , that the
united ^weight of thefe two orders would always
be an over balance to any other power in the
State , and a fecure barrier againft any attempts
of the popular and ambitious upon the common
liberty lt . He was the only man in the City
capable of effecting fuch a coalition , being now
at the head of the Senate , yet the darling of the
Knights ; who confidered him as the pride and
ornament of their order , whilft he , to ingratiate
himfelf the more with them , affeded always in
public to boaft of that extraction , and to call
himfelf an Equeftrian ; and made it his fpecial
care to proted them in all their affairs , and to
advance their credit and intereft : fo that , as fome
writers tell us , it was the authority of his Con-
fullhip that firfl; diftinguifhed and eltablilhed them
into a third order of the State r\ The policy
was certainly very good , and the Republic reap¬
ed great benefit from it in this very year , through
which he had the whole body of Knights at his
devotion , who , with Atticus at their head , con-
ftantly attended his orders , and fen/ed as a guard
to his perfon 15: and if the fame maxim had been
purfued by all fucceeding Confuls , it might pro¬
bably have preferved , or would certainly at leaft
have prolonged , the liberty of the Republic.

Having laid this foundation for the laudable
difcharge of his Confullhip , he took pofleffion
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©f it , as ufual , on the firft of January . A little
before his inauguration , P . Servilius Rullus , one
of the new Tribunes , who entered always into
their office on the tenth of December , had been
alarming the Senate with the Promulgation of an
Agrarian law. Thefe laws ufed to be greedily
received by the populace , and were propofed
therefore by fadtious Magiftrates , as oft as they
had any point to carry with the multitude againft
the public good : but this law was of all others
the mbit extravagant , and , by a ffiow of granting
more to the People than had ever been given
before , feemed likely to be accepted . The
purpofe of it was , to create a Decemvirate , or
ten commiffioners , with abfolute power for five
years over all the revenues of the Republic ; to
diftribute them at pleafure to the- Citizens , to fell
and buy what lands they thought fit ; to determine
the rights of the prefent poflefTors; to require an
account from all the Generals abroad , excepting
Pompey , of the fpoils taken in their wars ; to
fettle colonies wherefoever they judged proper,
and particularly at Capua ; and in ffiort , to com¬
mand all the money and forces of the empire.

The publication of a law , conferring powers fo
exceffive , gave a juft alarm to all who wilhed well
to the public tranquillity : fo that Cicero ’s firft
bufinefs was to quiet the apprehenfions of the
City , and to exert all his art and authority to
baffle the intrigues of the Tribune . As foon
therefore as he was inverted with his new dignity,
he raifed the fpirits of the Senate , by alluring

L 4



152 THE LIFE OF

them of his refolution to oppofe the law , and
all it’s abettors , to the utmoffc of his power ; nor
fuffer the State to be hurt , or it’s liberties to be
impaired , while the adminiflration continued in
his hands . From theSenate he purfued the Tribune
into his own dominion , the Forum ; where in
an artful and elegant fpeech from the Roftra , he
gave fuch a turn to the inclination of the people,
that they rejedted this Agrarian law with as
much eagernefs , as they had ever before received

14one .
He began , " by acknowledging the extraor-

cc dinary obligations which he had received from
tc  them , in preference and oppofition to the
<c Nobility ; declaring himfelf the creature of their
ct  power , and of all men the moll engaged to
K promote their interefts ; that they were to look
cc upon him as the truly popular magiftrate ; nay,
<c that he had declared even in the Senate , that
<c he would be the people’s Conful I!. ” He then
fell into a commendation of the Gracchi , whofe
name was extremely dear to them , profeffing,
c:  that he could not be againft all Agrarian laws,
cc when he recollected , that thofe two moil
ct  excellent men , who had the greatefl love for
cc the Roman people , had divided the public
<c lands to the Citizens ; that he was not one of
*c thofe Confuls , who thought it a crime to praife
cc the Gracchi , on whofe counfels, wifdom, laws,
a many parts of the prefent government were
cc founded 16, that his quarrel was to this particu-
“ lar law > which , inftead of being popular , or
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a adapted to the true interests of the City , was in
“ reality the eftabliflhment of a Tyranny , and a
“ creation of ten Kings to domineer over them . ”
This he difplays at large , from the natural effect
of that power which was granted by it 17; and
proceeds to infinuate , that it was covertly levelled
againft their favorite Pompey , and particularly
contrived to retrench and infult his authority :
“ Forgive me, Citizens , “fays he,” for my calling
“ fo often upon fo great a name ; you yourfelves
" impofed the talk upon me, when I was Praetor,
“ to join with you in defending his dignity as far

as I was able : I have hitherto done all that I
ec could do ; not moved to it by my private
“ friendlhip for the man,  nor by any hopes of
“ honor , and of this fupreme magiftracy , which
“ I obtained from you , though with his approba-
“ tion , yet without his help . Since then I perceive
<c this law to be defigned as a kind of engine to
“ overturn his power , I will refill the attempts
“ of thefe men ; and as I myfelf clearly fee what
*c they are aiming at , fo I will take care that you
<c alfo fhall fee , and be convinced of it too IS. ”
He then Ihows , “ how the law , though it excepted
“ Pompey from being accountable to the Decem-
“  virate , yet excluded him from being one of

cc the number , by limiting the choice to thofe
“ who were prefent at Rome ; that it fubjedted
cc likewife to their jurifdidion the countries juft
” conquered by him, which had always been left
ct  to the management of the General 19: Upon
“ which he draws a pleafant pidture of the Tribune

1
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<c Rullus , with all his train of Officers , Guards,

tc  Lidors , and Apparators ** , fwaggering in
“  Mithridates ’s kingdom , and ordering Pompey

cc to attend him by a mandatory letter , in the
<c following {train:

“ P . Servilius Rullus , Tribune of the people,
ct  Decemvir , to Cnaeus Pompey the fon of Cnseus,
“ greeting.

“ He will not add , “fays he,” the title of Great,
cc when he has been laboring to take it from him
« by law ”

“ I require you not to fail to come prefently to
<c Sinope , and bring me a fufficient guard with
ct  you , while I fell thofe lands by my law , which
“ you have gained by your valor . ”

He obferves , “ that the reafon of excepting
et  Pompey was not from any refped to him , but
v  for fear that he would not fubmit to the

“ indignity of being accountable to their will:
“ but Pompey, ” fays he, “ is a man of that temper,
“ that he thinks it his duty to bear whatever you
“ pleafe to impofe ; but if _there be any thing
“ which you cannot bear yourfelves , he will take
tc  care that you fhall not bear it long againfl your

“ wills He proceeds to enlarge upon “ the
“ dangers , which this law threatened to their
“ liberties : that inflead of any good intended by
“ it to the body of the Citizens , it’s purpofe was
“  to ered a power for the oppreffion of them;

“ and on pretence of planting colonies in Italy
“ and the Provinces , to fettle their own creatures
“ and dependents , like fo many garrifons , in all



K the convenient ports of the Empire , to be ready
<c on all occafions to fupport their tyranny : that
<c Capua was to be their head -quarters , their
tc  favorite colony ; of all Cities the proudeft , as
“ well as the moft hoftile and dangerous ; in
“ which the wifdom of their anceftors would not
<c fuffer the fhadow of any power or magiftracy
<c to remain ; yet now it was to be cherifhed and
<£ advanced to another Rome 55: that by this law
“ the lands of Campania were to be fold or given
<c away ; the moft fruitful of all Italy , the fureft;
“ revenue of the Republic , and their conftant
“ refource when all other rents failed them ; which
tc  neither the Gracchi , who of all men ftudied the
<c people ’s benefit the moft , nor Sylla , who gave
<c every thing away without fcruple , durft venture

to meddle with ” In the conclufion he takes
notice of “ the great favor and approbation with
“ which they had heard him , as a fure omen of
ct  their common peace and profperity ; and ac-
“ quaints them with the concord that he had
cc eftablifhed with his Colleague , as a piece of

news of all others the moft agreeable ; and
<c promifes all fecurity to the Republic , if they
cc would but fliow the fame good difpofition on
“ future occafions , which they had fignified on
<c that day ; and that he would make thofe very
£c men , who had been the moft envious and averfe
*c to his advancement , confefs, that the people had
“ feen farther , and judged better than they , in
ct  chufing him for their Conful . ’’

In the courfe of this conteft he often called upon
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the Tribunes to come into the Roftra , and debate
the matter with him before the people i! ; but they
thought it more prudent to decline the challenge,
and to attack him rather by fidtitious ftories and
calumnies , feduloufly inculcated into the multi¬
tude ; that his oppofition to the law flowed from
no good will to them , but an affedtion to Sylla’s
party , and to fecure to them the lands which they
poflefled by his grant ; that he was making his
court by it to the feven Tyrants , as they called
feven of the principal Senators , who were known
to be the greateft favorers of Sylla’s caufe , and
the greateft gainers by it ; the two Lucullus,
Craffus , Catulus , Hortenfius , Metellus , Philippus.
Thefe infinuations made fo great an impreflion
on the City , that he found it neceflary to defend
himfelf againft them in a fecond fpeech to the
people ” , in which he declared , “ that he looked
£? upon that law which ratified all Sylla’s adts , to
<c be of all laws the moft wicked and the moft
cc unlike to a true law , as it eftablilhed a tyranny
(C in the City ; yet that it had fome excufe from

“ {he times , and in their prefent circumftances,

cc  feemed proper to be fupported ; efpecially by

a  him , who for this year of his Coafullhip profeffed
tc  himfelf the patron of peace ” ; but that it was
“ the height of impudence in Rullus , to charge
c£ him with obftrudting their interefts for the fake
“ of Sylla’s grants , when the very law which that
e< Tribune was then urging , adtually eftablilhed
<c and perpetuated thofe grants ; and Ihowed itferf
“ to be drawn by a fo.n-in-law of Valgius , who
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« poffeffed more lands than any other man by
“ that invidious tenure * which were all by this
*c law to be partly confirmed , and partly pui-chafed
“ of him 18. ” This he demonftrates from the
exprefs words of the law , “ which he had ftudi-
<c oufly omitted , “he fays,” to take notice of before,
“ that he might not revive old quarrels , or move
c‘ any argument of new diffenfion in a feafon fo
“ improper 1’ : that Rullus therefore , who accufed
“ him of defending Sylla’s ads , was of all others
“ the moft impudent defender of them : for none
cc had ever affirmed them to be good and legal,
“ but to have fome plea only from poffeffion
« and the public quiet ; but by this law the eftates
cc that had been granted by them were to be fixed
ct  upon a better foundation and title than any
“ other eftates whatfoever . ” He concludes “ by
“ renewing his challenge to the Tribunes to come
cc and difpute with him to his face. ” But after
feveral fruitlefs attempts , finding themfelves wholly
unable to contend with him , they were forced at
laft to fubmit , and to let the affair drop , to the
great joy of the Senate.

This alarm being over , another accident broke
out , which might have endangered the peace of
the City , if the effeds of it had not been prevented
by the authority of Cicero . Otho ’s law, mentioned
above , for the affignment of feparate feats to the
Equeftrian order , had highly offended the people,
who could not digeft the indignity of being thruft
fo far back from their diverfions ; and while the
grudge was Bill frelh , Otho happening to come
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into the theatre , was received by the populace
with an univerfal hifs , but by the Knights with
loud applaufe and clapping : both Tides redoubled
their clamor with great fiercenefs , and from
reproaches were proceeding to blows ; till Cicero,
informed of the tumult , came immediately to
the Theatre , and calling the people out into the
Temple of Bellona fo tamed and flung them by
the power of his words , and made them fo afliamed
of their folly and perverfenefs , that on their return
to the Theatre they changed their hiffes into
applaufes , and vied with the Knights themfelves
in demonftrations of their refped to Otho 3°. The
fpeech was foon after publifhed ; though from the
nature of the thing it muff have been made upon
the fpot , and flowed extempore from the occafion:and as it was much read and admired for feveral
ages after , as a memorable inftance of Cicero ’s
command over men’s paffions , fo fome have
imagined it to be alluded to in that beautiful
paflage of Virgil 11.

Ac veheti magno in populo cum Jape coorta cfl
Seditio , Javifque anitnis ignohile vuigus ■
Jamque faces & faxa volant , furor anna, miniftrat:
Turn fietate gravem & meritis fi forte virum qiiem
Afpexire , fdent , arrcclifque auribus adftant ;
Hie regit diciis anisnos , Ifj peel ora mulcet.

Virg. lEn. i , i $2.

As when fedition fires th’ ignoble crowd,. And the wild rabble Ilorms and thirfts for blood:
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Of (tones and brands a mingled tempeft flies,
With all the fudden arms that rage fupplies:
If fome grave fire appears amidft the ftrife,
In morals ftri<£t and innocence of life,
All ftand attentive , while the fage controuls
Their wrath , and calms the tempeft of their fouls.

Mr . Pitt.

One topic , which Cicero touched in this fpeecb,
and the only one of which we have any hint
from antiquity , was to reproach the rioters for
their want of tafte and good fenfe, in making fuch
a difturbance while Rofcius was ading 3l.

There happened about the fame time a third
inftance , not lefs remarkable , of Cicero ’s great
power of perfuafion : Sylla had by an exprefs law
excluded the children of the profcribed from the
Senate and all public honors ; which was certainly
an acf of great violence , and the decree rather
of a Tyrant , than the law of a free State 33: fo
that the perfons injured by it , who were many,
and of great families , were now making all their
efforts to get it reverfed . Their petition was
highly equitable , but from the condition of the
times , as highly unfeafonable ; for in the prefent
diforders of the City , the reftoration of an
oppreffed party muft needs have added ftrength
to the old fa&ions ; fince the firft ufe , that they
would naturally make of the recovery of their
power , would be to revenge themfelves on their
opprelfors . It was Cicero ’s bufinefs therefore to
prevent that inconvenience , and , as far as it \yas
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* poffible , with the confent of the fufferers themfel-
ves ; on which occafion this great commander of
the human affetftions , as Quintilian calls him,
found means to perfuade thofe unfortunate men,
that to bear their injury was their benefit ; and
that the government itfelf could not ftand , if
Sylla’s laws were then repealed , on which the
quiet and order of the Republic were ellablifhed;
acting herein the part of a wife ftatefman , who
will oft be forced to tolerate , and even maintain,
what he cannot approve , for the fake of the
common good ; agreeably to what he lays down
in his book of Offices , that many things which
are naturally right and juft , are yet by certain
circumftances and conjunctures of times made
diflioneft and unjuft 34. As to the inftance before
us , he declared in a fpeech made feveral yearsafter , that he had excluded from honors a number
of brave and lioneft young men , whom fortune
had thrown into fo unhappy a fituatiou , that if
they had obtained power , they would probably
have employed it to the ruin of the ftate ” . The
three cafes juft mentioned make Pliny break out
into a kind of rapturous admiration of the man,
who could perfuade the people to give up their
bread , their pleafure and their injuries , to the
charms of his eloquence 5S.

The next tranfa&ion of moment in which he
was engaged was the defence of C . Rabirius , an
aged Senator , accufed by T . Labienus , one of
the Tribunes , of treafon or rebellion , for having
killed L. Saturninus , a Tribune about forty years

before,
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before , who had railed a dangerous fedition in
the City . The fadt , if it had been true , was not
only legal , but laudable , being done in obedience
to a decree of the Senate , by which all the
Citizens were required to take arms in aid of the
Confuls C. Marius and L. Flaccus.

But the punilhment of Rabirius was not the
thing aimed at , nor the life of an old man worth
the pains of difturbing the peace of the City : the
defign was to attack that prerogative of the
Senate , by which in the cafe of a fudden tumult
they could arm the City at once , by requiring
the Confuls to take care , that the Republic
received no detriment : which vote was fuppofed
to give a fanction to every thing that was done
in confequence of it ; fo that feveral traiterous
magiftrates had been cut off by it , without the
formalities of a trial , in the adt of furring up
fedition . This practice , though in ufe from the
earlieft times , had always been complained of by
the Tribunes , as an infringement of the conftitution,
by giving to the Senate an arbitrary power over
the lives of Citizens , which could not legally be
taken away without a hearing and judgment of
the whole people . But the chief grudge to it was,
from it’s being a perpetual check to the defigns
of the ambitious and popular , who afpired to any
power not allowed by the laws : it was not difficult
for them to delude the multitude ; but the Senate
was not fo eafily managed , who by that Tingle
vote of committing the Republic to the Confuls,
could fruftrate at once all the effedts of their

VoL , I. M
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popularity , when carried to a point which was
dangerous to the State : for finee in virtue of it,
the Tribunes themfelves , whofe perfons were held
facred , might be taken off without fentence or
trial , when engaged in any traiterous practices,
all attempts of that kind mud necelfarily be
hazardous and defperate.

This point therefore was to be tried on the
perfon of Rabirius , in whofe ruin the factious of all
ranks were interefted . J. Csefar fuborned Labienus

to profecute him ; and procured himfelf to be
appointed one of the Duumviri , or the two Judges
allotted by the Praetor to fit upon trials of treafon 17.
Hortenfius pleaded his caufe, and proved by many
witneffes , that the whole accufation was falfe, and'
that Saturninus was adlually killed by the hand
of a Have , who for that fervice obtained his
freedom from the public’ 8. Ctefar, however , eagerly
condemned the old man , who appealed from his
fentence to the people ; where nothing , fays Sueto¬
nius , did him fo much fervice , as the partial and
forward feverity of his judge **.

The Tribunes in the mean while employed all
their power to defboy him ; and Labienus would
not fuffer Cicero to exceed half an hour in his
defence 40; and to raife the greater indignation
againff the criminal , expofed the pi&ure of Satur¬
ninus in the Roftra , as of one who fell a martyr
to the liberties of the people . Cicero opened the
defence with great gravity , declaring , “ that in
“ the memory of man there had not been a caufe
“ of fuch importance , either undertaken by a
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a Tribune , or defended by a Conful : that nothing
tc  lefs was meant by it , than that for the future,
cc there fhould be no Senate or public Council in
ct  the City ; no confent and concurrence of the
Cc boneft again ft the rage and raihnefs of the
61 wicked ; rro refource or refuge in the extreme
C£ dangers of the Republic* 1. — He implores the
“ favor of all the Gods , by whofe providence
i(  their City was more fignally governed than by
c‘ any wifdom of man to make that day propitious'
Cc to the fecurity of the ftate , arid to the life and
61 fortunes of an innocent man. ” — And having
poffeffed the minds of his audience with the
famftity of the caufe , he proceeds boldly to wilh,
that he had been at “ liberty to confefs , what
“ H'ortenfius indeed had proved to be falfe , that
<c Saturninus , the enemy of the Roman people,
n was killed by the hand of Rabirius 41— that
“ he fhould have proclaimed and bragged of it,

as an acft that merited rewards , inftead of punifh-
cc ment . ” ^ - Here he was interrupted by the clamor
of the oppofite faction ; but he obferves it to be
a the faint effort of a fmall part of the affembly;
“ and that the body of the people , who were
a filent , would never have made him Conful , if
a they had thought him capable of being difturbed
“ by fo feeble an infult ; which he advifed them'
K to drop , fince it betrayed only their folly arid
“ inferiority of their numbers . ” — The affembly
being quieted , he goes on to declare , “ that
“ though Rabirius did not kill Saturninus , yet he
“ took arms \yith intent to kill him , together

M 3
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<c with the Confuls and all the bell of the City,
u to which his honor , virtue , and duty called
“ him . ” — He puts Labienus in mind , “ that he
“ was too young to be acquainted with the
“ merits of that caufe ; that he was not born

when Saturninus was killed , and could not be
tc  apprized how odious and deteftable his name
“ was to all people : that fome had been banilhed
u for complaining only of his death ; others for
“ having a picture of him in their houfes *’ : that
“ he wondered therefore where Labienus had pro-
“ cured that picture , which none durft venture to
“ keep even at home ; and much more , that he
“ had the hardinefs to produce , before an affembly
** of the people , what had been the ruin of other
“ men’s fortunes — that to charge Rabirius with
" this crime was to condemn the greatefl and
« worthieft Citizens , whom Rome had ever bred;
« and though they were all dead , yet the injury
“ was the fame , to rob them of the honor due to
“ their names and memories . — Would C. Marius,”
fays he , “ have lived in perpetual toils and dangers,
« if he had conceived no hopes concerning himfelf
« and his glory beyond the limits of this life?
“ When he defeated thofe innumerable enemies in
“ Italy , and faved the Republic , did he imagine
“ that every thing which related to him would
“ die with him ? No ; it is not fo , Citizens ; there.
« is not one of us who exerts himfelf with praife
“ and virtue in the dangers of the Republic , but
“ is induced to it by the expectation of a futurity.
?* As the minds of men therefore feem to be

1



“ divine and immortal for many other reafons , fo
“ efpecially for this , that in all the beft and the
“ wifeft there is fo ftrong a fenfe of fomething
“ hereafter , that they feem to relifh nothing but
“ what is eternal . I appeal then to the fouls of
C£ G . Marius , and of all thofe wife and worthy
“ Citizens , who , from this life of men , are
“ tranfiated to the honors and fandlity of the
“ Gods ; I call them , I fay , to witnefs , that I
“ think myfelf bound to fight for their fame,
“ glory , and memory , with as much zeal , as-
“ for the altars and temples of my country ; and
“ if it were neceffary to take arms in defence of
cc their praife , I fhould take them as flrenuoufly,
“ as they themfelves did for the defence of our
“ common fafety, &c. 4\ ”

After this fpeech the people were to pafs
judgment on Rabirius by the fuffrages of all the
centuries : but there being reafon to apprehend
fome violence and foul play from the intrigues
of the Tribunes , Metellus , the Augur and Prsetor
of that year , contrived to diffolve the affembly
by a ftratagem before they came to a vote 45: and
the greater affairs that prefently enfued , and
engaged the attention of the City , prevented the
farther profecution and revival of the caufe.

But Csefar was more fuccefsful in another cafe,
in which he was more interefled , his fuit for the
High Priefthood , a poll of the firft dignity in the
Republic ; vacant by the death of Metellus Pius.
Labienus opened his way to it by the publication
of a new law , for transferring the right of electing

M 3
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from the college of priefts to the people , agreeably
to the tenor of a former law , which had been
repealed by Sylla. Caefar’s ftrength lay in the favor
of the populace , which by immenfe bribes and
the profufion of his whole fubftance he had gained
on this occafion fo effectually , that he carried this
high office, before he had yet been Prsetor , againft
two Confular competitors of the firft authority in
Rome , Q . Catulus and P . Servilius Ifauricus ; the
one of whom had been Cenfor , and then bore
the title of Prince of the Senate ; and the other
been honored with a Triumph ; yet he procured
more votes againft them even in their own tribes,
than they both had out of the whole number of
the Citizens 4*.

Catiline was now renewing his efforts for the
Confulffiip with greater vigor than ever , and
by fuph open methods of bribery , that Cicero
publiffied a new law againft it , with the additional
penalty of a ten years exile , prohibiting likewife

' all fhows of Gladiators within two years from the
time of fuing for any magiftracy , unlefs they were
ordered by the will of a perfon deceafed , and
on a certain day therein fpecified 47. Catiline , who
knew the law to be levelled at himfelf , formed
a deftgn to kill Cicero , with fome other chiefs of
the Senate 4*, on the day of election , which was
appointed for the twentieth of October ; but Cicero
gave information of it to the Senate the day before,
upon which the election was deferred , that they
might have time to deliberate on an affair of fo
great importance ; and the day following , in a
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full houfe , he called upon Catiline to clear himfelf
of this charge ; where without denying or excufing
it , he bluntly told them , that there were two
bodies in the Republic , meaning the Senate and
the People , the one of them infirm with a weak
head , the other firm without a head ; which laft
•had fo well deferred of him , that it fihould never
want a head while he lived. He had made a
declaration of the fame kind and in the fame place
a few days before , when upon Cato ’s threatening
him with an impeachment , he fiercely replied,
that if any flame fliould be excited in his fortunes,
he would extinguilh it , not with water , but a
general ruin

Thefe declarations ftartled the Senate , and
convinced them that nothing but a defperate
confpiracy , ripe for execution , could infpire fo
daring an affurance : fo that they proceeded imme¬
diately to that decree , which was the ufual refuge
in all cafes of imminent danger , of ordering the
Confuls to take care that the Republic received
no harm 50. Upon this Cicero doubled his guard,
and called fome troops into the city ; and when
the election of Confuls came on , that he might
imprint a fenfe of his own and of the public danger
the more ftrongly , he took care to throw back
his eown in the view of the people , and difcovered
a flrining breafl -plate , which he wore under it 5’:
by which precaution , as he told Catiline afterwards
to his face, he prevented his defign of killing both
him and the competitors for the Confulfhip , of

M 4
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■whom D . Junius Silanus and L, Licinius Murena
were declared Confuls eled 51.

Catiline thus a fecond time repulfed , and breath¬
ing nothing but revenge , was now eager and im¬
patient to execute his grand plot ; he had no
other game left ; his fchemes were not only fuf-
peded , but adually difcovered by the fagacity of
the Conful , and himfelf fhunned and detefted by
all honeft men ; fo that he refolved without farther
delay to put all to the hazard , of ruining either
his country or himfelf . He was finguiarly formed
both by art and nature for the head of a defpe-
rate confpiracy ; of an illuftrious family , ruined
fortunes , profligate mind , undaunted courage,
unwearied induftry ; of a capacity equal to the
hardieft attempt , with a tongue that could explain
and a hand that could execute it ” . Cicero gives
us his juft character in many parts of his works*
but in none a more lively pidure of him than in
the following paffage 14.

“ He had in him, “ fays he, ” many , though not
“ exprefs images , yet (ketches of the greateft vir-
“ tues ; was acquainted with a great number of
“ wicked men , yet a pretended admirer of the
“ virtuous . His houfe was furnifhed with a vari-
*' ety of temptations to Juft and lewdnefs , yet
“ with feveral incitements alfo to induftry and la.
“ bor : it was a fcene of vicious pleafures , yet a
“ fchool of martial exercifes . There never was
“ fuch a monfter on earth compounded of paffions

fo contrary and oppofite . Who was ever more
“ agreeable at one time to the beft citizens?
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“ who more intimate at another with the worft?
“ who a man of better principles ? who a fouler
“ enemy to the city ? who more intemperate in
“ pleafure ? who more patient in labor ? who more
“ rapacious in plundering ? who more profufe in
“ fquandering ? he had a wonderful faculty of
“ engaging men to his friendlhip , and obliging
“ them by his obfervance ; {haring with them in com*
“ mon whatever he was matter of ; ferving them
“ with his money , his intereft , his pains , and,
“ when there was occafion , by the moft daring
“ acts of villany ; moulding his nature to his pur-
“ pofes , and bending it every way to his will.
“ With the morofe , he could live feverely ; with
“ the free, gaily ; with the old , gravely ; with the
“ young , cbearfully ; with the enterprifing , auda-
“ cioufiy ; with the vicious , luxurioufly . By a
“ temper fo various and pliable , he gathered about
“ him the profligate and the rafh from all coun-
cc tries , yet held attached to him at the fame
“ time many brave and worthy men , by the
“ fpecious fhow of a pretended virtue .”

With thefe talents , if he had obtained the Con-
fullhip , and with it the command of the armies
and provinces of the Empire , he would probably,
like another Cinna , have made himfelf the tyrant
of his country : but defpair and impatience , un¬
der his repeated difappointments , hurried him on
to the mad refolution , of extorting by force what
he could not procure by addrefs. His fcheme how¬
ever was not without a foundation of probability,
and there were feveral reafons for thinking the
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prefent time the moft feafonable for the execution
of it. Italy was drained in a manner of regular
troops ; Pompey at a great diftance with the bed
army of the Empire ; and his old friend Antonius,
on whofe afliftance he (fill depended ” , was to
have the command of all the forces that remained.
Put his greateft hopes lay in Sylla’s veteran fol-
diers , whofe caufe he had always efpoufed , and
among whom he had been bred ; who , to the
number of about a hundred thoufand , were fettled
in the feveral diftricls and colonies of Italy , in the
polfeffion of lands aflfigned to them by Sy 11a,
which the generality had wafted by their vices
and luxury , and wanted another civil war to re.
pair their fhattered fortunes . Among thefe he em¬
ployed his agents and officers in all parts , to de¬
bauch them to his fervice ; and in Etruria , had
actually enrolled a confiderable body , and formed
them into a little army under the command of
Manlius , a bold and experienced Centurion , who
waited only for his orders to take the field !f.
We mull add to this what all writers mention,
the univerfal difaffedtion and difcontent , which
poffeffed all ranks of the city , but efnecially the
meaner fort , who from the uneafinefs of their cir-
cumftances , and the preflure of their debts , wifhed
for a change of government ; fo that if Catiline
had gained any little advantage at fetting out , or
come off but equal in the firft battle , there was
reafon to expedt a general declaration in his favor’ 7.

He called a council therefore of all the confpira-
tors , to fettle the plan of their work , and divide
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the parts of it among themfelves , and fix a proper
day for the execution . There were abopt thirty -five,
whole names are tranfmitted to us as principles in
the plot , partly of the Senatorial! , partly of the
Equeftrian order , with many others lrom the coe¬
lomes and municipal towns of Italy , men of fami¬
lies and intereft in their feveral countries . The
Senators were P. Cornelius Lentulus , C . Cethegus,
P . Autronius , L. Caffius Longinus , P . Sylla, Serv.
Sylla , L . Vargunteius , O . Curius , Q,. Annius , M.
Portius Lecca , L. Beftia 5*.

Lentulus was defcended from a Patrician branch
of the Cornelian family , one of the moll numer¬
ous , as well as the mod fplendid in Rome . His
grandfather had born the title of Prince of the Se¬
nate , and was the moll active in the purfuit and
deftru &ion of C. Gracchus , in which he received
a dangerous wound 54. The grandfon , by the
favor of his noble birth , had been advanced to
the Confullhip about eight years before , but was
turned out of the fenate foon after by the Cenfors,
for the notorious infamy of his life , till by obtain¬
ing the Praetorfhip a fecond time , which he now
adtually enjoyed , he recovered his former place
and rank in that fupreme council **. His parts
were but moderate , or rather flow ; yet the come-
linefs of his perfon , the gracefulnefs and propriety
of his adtion , the ftrength and fweetnefs of his
voice , procured him fome reputation as a fpeaker " .
He was lazy , luxurious , and profligately wicked;
yet fo vain and ambitious , as to expect from the
overthrow of the government , to be the firlt man
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in the republic ; in which fancy he was ftrongly
flattered by fome crafty foothfayers , who aflured
him from the Sibylline books , that there were
three Cornelius deftined to the dominion of Rome;
that Cinna and Sylla had already poffefled it , and
the prophecy wanted to be completed in him *\
With thefe views he entered freely into the con-
fpiracy , trufting to Catiline’s vigor for the execu¬
tion , and hoping to reap the chief fruit from it’s
fuccefs.

Cethegus was of an extraction equally noble,
but of a temper fierce , impetuous , and daring
to a degree even of fury . He had been warmly
engaged in the caufe of Marius , with whom he
was driven out of Rome ; but when Sylla’s af¬
fairs became profperous , he prefently changed
fides , and throwing himfelf at Sylla’s feet , and
promifing great fervices , was reltored to the
City **. After Sylla’s death , by intrigues and
fadion he acquired fo great an influence , that
while Pompey was abroad , he governed all things
at home ; procured for Antonius , the command
over the coafls of the Mediterranean , and for
Lucullus , the management of the Mithridatic
war *\ In the height of this power , he made
an excurfion into Spain , to raife contributions
in that province , where meeting with fome op-
pofition to his violences , he had the hardinefs to
infult , and even wound the Proconful Q . Metel-
Jus Pius *5. But the infolence of his conduct
and the infamy of his life gradually diminilhed,
and at fall deftroyed his credit ; when finding
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himfelf controlled by the Magiftrates , and the
particular vigilance of Cicero , he entered eagerly
into Catiline ’s plot , and was intrufted with the
moft bloody and defperate part of it , the talk of
maffacring their enemies within the city . The
reft of the confpirators were not lefs illuftrious
for their birth The two Syllas were ne¬
phews to the Dictator of that name ; Autronius
had obtained the Confullhip , but was deprived
for bribery ; and Caffius was a competitor for it
with Cicero himfelf. In fhort , they were all of
the fame (lamp and character ; men whom difap-
pointments , ruinedTortunes , and flagitious lives,
had prepared for any defign againft the State;
and all whofe hopes of eafe and advancement
depended on a change of affairs, and the fub-
verfion of the Republic.

At this meeting it was refolved , that a general
infurreclion fhould be raifed through Italy ,
the different parts of which were afligned to
different leaders ; that Catiline fhould put himfelf
at the head of the troops in Etruria ; that Rome
fhould be fired in many places at once , and a
maffacre begun at the fame time of the whole
Senate , and all their enemies ; of whom none
were to be fpared except the fons of Pompey,
who were to be kept as Hoftages of their peace
and reconciliation with the father ; that in the
confirmation of the fire and maffacre , Catiline
fhould be ready with his Tufcan army , to take
the benefit of the public confufion , and make
himfelf mafter of the City ; where Lentulus in



s

174  THE LIFE OF

the mean while , as firft: in dignity , was to prcfidc
in their general councils ; Caffius to manage the
affair of firing it , Cethegns to diredt the maf-
facre <7. But the vigilance of Gicero being the
chief obftacle to all their hopes , Catiline was'
very defirous to fee him taken off before he left
Rome ; upon which two Knights of the company
Undertook to kill him the next morning in his
bed , in an early vifit on pretence of bufmefs
They were both of his acquaintance , and ufecf
t:o frequent his houfe ; and knowing his ciiftom
of giving free accefs to all , made no doilbt of
being readily admitted , as Cornelius , one of the
two , afterwards confeffed **.

The meeting was no fooner over , than Cicero
bad information of all that paffed in it ; for by
the intrigues of a woman named Fulvia , he had
gained over Curius her gallant , one of the con-
fpirators of Senatorian rank , to fend him a punc¬
tual account of all their deliberations . He pre-
fently imparted his intelligence to fome of the
chiefs of the city , who were affembled that even1-
ing , as ufual , at his houfe ; informing them not
only of the defign , but naming the men who
Were to execute it , and the very hour when they
Would be at his gate : all which fell out exacftly
as he foretold ; for the two Knights came before
break of day , but had the mortification to find
the houfe well guarded , and all admittance refufedto them 7\

Catiline was difappointed likewife in another
affair of no lefs moment before he quitted the
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City ; a defign to fnrprife the town of Praenefte,
one of the ftrongeft fortreffes of Italy , within
twenty -five miles of Rome ; which would have
been of Angular ufe to him in the war , and a
fure retreat in all events : but Cicero was ftill be¬
forehand with him , and from the apprehenfiou
of fuch an attempt , had previoully fent orders
to the place to keep a fpecial guard ; fo that
when Catiline came in the night to make an af-
fault , he found them fo well provided , that he
durft not venture upon the experiment 7‘.

This was the ftate of the confpiracy , when
Cicero delivered the firft of thofe four fpeeches,
which were fpoken upon the occafion of it , and
are ftill extant . The meeting of the confpirators
was on the fixth of November , in the evening ;
and on the eighth be fummoned the Senate to
the Temple of Jupiter in the Capitol , where it was
not ufually held but in times of public alarm 7\
There had been feveral debates before this on the
fame fubjecft of Catiline ’s treafons , and his defign
of killing the Conful , and a decree had paffed at
the motion of Cicero , to offer a public reward
to the firft difcoverer of the plot ; if a flave , his
liberty , and eight hundred pounds ; if a citizen , his
pardon , and fixteen hundred 7’. Yet Catiline
by a profound diftimulation , and the conftant
profeffions of his innocence , ftill deceived many
of all ranks ; reprefenting the whole as the fi&ion
of his enemy Cicero , and offering to give fecurb
ty for his behaviour , and to deliver himfelf to
the cuftody of any whom the Senate would name j



176 THE LIFE OF

of M . Lepidus , of the Praetor Metellus , or of
Cicero himfelf : but none of them would receive
him , and Cicero plainly told him , that he Ihould
never think himfelf fafe in the fame houfe , when
he was in danger by living in the fame City with
him 7*:  yet he ftill kept on the malk , and had
the confidence to come to this very meeting in
the Capital ; which fo Chocked the whole alfem-
bly , that none even of his acquaintance durft venture
to falute him ; and the Confular Senators quitted
that part of the houfe in which he fat , and left the
whole bench clear to him 7S. Cicero was fo pro¬
voked by his impudence , that inftead of enter¬
ing upon any bufinefs , as he defigned , addref-
fmg himfelf diredly to Catiline , he broke out
into a mod fevere invedive againft him ; and
with all the fire and force of an incenled eloquence
laid open the whole courfe of his villanies , and
the notoriety of his treafons.

He put him in mind , tc  that there was a de-
“ cree already made againft him , by which he
“ could take his life 74; and that he ought to
cc have done it long ago , fince many , far more

eminent and lefs criminal , had been taken off
tc  by the fame authority for the fufpicion only
^ of treafonable defigns ; that if he Ihould or-
“  der him therefore to be killed upon the fpot;

there was caufe to apprehend , that it would
“  be thought rather too late , than too cruel . —

But there was a certain reafon which yet with-
“ held him - -— Thou fhalt then be put to

death , fays he , when there is not a man to
be
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“ be found fo wicked , fo defperate , fo like to
“  thyfelf , who will deny it to be done juftly . —
“ As long as there is one who dares to defend
sc thee , thou lhalt live ; and live fo , as thou
“ now doft , furrounded by the guards , which
“ I have placed about thee , fo as not to fuffer
*£ thee to ftir a foot againft the Republic ; whilft
“ the eyes and ears of many fhall watch thee,
“ as they have hitherto done , when thou little
<c thoughteft of it 77. ” He then goes on to give
a detail of all that had been concerted by the
confpirators at their feveral meetings , to Jet him
fee , “ that he was perfectly informed of every
“ ftep which he had taken , or defigned to take ” ;
and obferves , “ that he faw feveral at that very
“ time in the Senate , who had affifted at thofe

meetings . - He preffes him therefore to
“ quit the City , and fince all his counfels were
cc detected , to drop the thought of fires and mafla-
“ cres ; -- that the gates were open , and no
“ body fhould ftop him 78.” Then running over
the flagitious enormities of his life , and the feries
of his traiterous practices , “ he exhorts , urges,
tc  commands him to depart , and if he would be
“  advifed by him , to go into a voluntary exile,
*f and free them from their fears ; that , if they
“ were juft ones , they might be fafer ; if ground-
<c lefs , the quieter 79: that though he would
“ not put the queftion to the houfe , whether
“ they would order him into banilhment , or not,
“ yet he would let him fee their fenfe upon ft
“ by their manner of behaving while he W3F

Vol , I. N

*
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K urging him to it ; for flhould he bid any other
“  Senator of credit , P . Sextius , or M . Marceilus,

“ to go into exile , they would all rife up againft
“ him at once , and lay violent hands on their
“ Conful : yet when he faid it to him , by their
“ fdence they approved it ; by their fuffering
“ it , decreed it ; by faying nothing , proclaim-
“ ed their confent **. That he would anfwer
“ likewife for the Knights , who were then
£< guarding the avenues of the Senate ; and were
“ hardly reftrained from doing him violence;
cc that if he would confent to go , they would
“ all quietly attend him to the gates . - Yet
cc after all , if in virtue of his command he Ihould
“ really go into banifhment , he forefaw what a
“ ftorm of envy he fhould draw by it upon
“ himfelf ; but he did not value that , if by his
“ own calamity he could avert the dangers of
“ the Republic : but there was no hope that
■“ Catiline could ever be induced to yield to
“ the occafions of the State , or moved with
“ a fenfe of his crimes , or reclaimed by fhame,
“ or fear , or reafon , from his madnefs He
“ exhorts him therefore , if he would not go into
“ exile , to go at leaft , where he was expeded,
“ into Manlius ’s catnp , and begin the war ; pro-
“ vided only , that he would carry out with
“ him all the reft of his crew : — That there he
“ might riot and exult at his full eafe , without
“ the mortification of feeing one honeft man
“ about him **. — There he might pradife all
“ that difcipline to which he had been trained,
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5 of lying upon the ground , not only in purfuit
c of his lewd amours , but of bold and hardy
c enterprifes : there he might exert all that
‘ boaRed patience of hunger , cold , and want,
‘ by which however he would fhortly find him-
‘ felf undone He then introduces an expoRu-
ation of the Republic with himfelf , “ for his too
‘ great lenity , in fuffering fuch a traitor to efcape,
‘ inRead of hurrying him to immediate death;
‘ that it was an inRance of cowardice and ingra-
‘ titude to the Roman people , that he , a new
‘ man , who , without any recommendation from
‘ his anceRors , had been railed by them through
‘ all the degrees of honor to fovereign dignity,
4 fhould for the fake of any danger to himfelf,
1 neglect the care of the public fafety *' . To this

moRfacred voice of my country ”, fays he , “ and
to all thofe who blame me after the fame manner,

1 I fliall make this fliort anfwer ; that if I had
‘ thought it the moR advifable to put Catiline
‘ to death , I would not have allowed that Gla-
‘ diator the ufe of one moment ’s life : for if , in
‘ former days , our moR illuRrious Citizens,
‘ inRead of fullying , have done honor to their
‘ memories , by the deRruclion of Saturninus,
4 the Gracchi , Flaccus , and many others ; there
‘ is no ground to fear , that by killing this Par-
‘ ricide any envy would lie upon me with pofc
4 terity ; yet if the greateR was fure to befal
‘ me , it was always my perfuafion , that envy
4 acquired by virtue was really glory , not en-
‘ vy : but there are fome of this very order,

N 3
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“ who do not either fee the dangers which hang
“ over us , or elfe diffemble what they fee ; who
“ by the foftnefs of their votes cherifh Catiline ’s
“ hopes , and add ftrength to the confpiracy by
“ not believing it ; whofe authority influences
“ many , not only of the wicked but the weak;
“ who , if 1 had punilhed this man as he de-
“ ferved , would not have failed to cry out
“ upon me for ading the tyrant *\ Now I
“ am perfuaded , that when he is once gone into
“ Manlius ’s camp , whither he adually defigns
“ to go , none can be fo filly , as not to fee that
“ there is a plot , none fo wicked , as not to ac-
“ knowledge it : whereas by taking off him alone,
“ though this peftilence would be fomewhat
“ checked , it could not be fuppreffed : but when
“ he has thrown himfelf into rebellion , and car-
“ ried out his friends along with him , and drawn
“ together the profligate and defperate from all
“ parts of the empire , not only this ripened
“ plague of the Republic , but the very root
“ and feed of all our evils will be extirpated
“ with him at once . ” Then applying himfelf
again to Catiline , he concludes with a fhort
prayer to Jupiter : “ With thefe omens , Catiline,
“ of all profperity to the Republic , but of deftruc-
“ tion to thyfelf , and all thofe who have joined
“ themfelves with thee in all kinds of parricide,
“ go thy way then to this impious and abomi-
“ nable war ; whilft thou , Jupiter , whofe reli*
“ gion was eftabliflred with the foundation of this
“ City , whom we truly call Stator , the flay and



“  prop of this empire , wilt drive this man and

“ his accomplices from thy altars and temples
“ from the houfes and walls of the city , from
“ the lives and fortunes of us all ; and wilt
“ deftroy with eternal punifhments , both living
“ and dead , all the haters of good men , the
“ enemies of their country , the plunderers of
“ Italy , now confederated in this deteftable league
“ and partnerlhip of villany . ”

Catiline , aftonifhed by the thunder of this
fpeech , had little to fay for himfelf in anfwer to
it ; yet with down -caft looks and fuppliant voice he
begged of the Fathers , not to believe too haftily
what was faid again!! him by an enemy ; that
his birth and paft life offered every thing to him
that was hopeful ; and it was not to be imagined,
that a man of Patrician family , whofe anceftors , as
well as himfelf , had given many proofs of their affec¬
tion to the Roman people , flhould want to overturn
the government ; while Cicero , a ftranger , and late
inhabitant of Rome , wasfo zealous to preferve it.
But as he was going on to give foul language , the
Senate interrupted him by a general outcry , calling
him Traitor and Parricide : upon which being fu¬
rious and defperate , he declared again aloud what
he had faid before to Cato , that fince he was cir¬
cumvented and driven headlong by his enemies , he
would quench the flame which wasraifed about him,
by the common ruin ; and fo ruflied out of the affem-
bly **. As foon as he was come to his houfe , and
began to refleft on what bad paffed , perceiving it
in vain to diffemble any longer , he refolved to

N 3
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enter into action immediately , before the troops of
the Republic were increafed , or any new levies
made ■, fo that after a fhort conference with Lentulus,
Gethegus , and the reft , about what had been
concerted in the laft meeting , having given frefii
orders and aflurances of his fpeedy return at the
head of a ftrong army , he left Rome that very
night with a fmall retinue , to make the belt of
his way towards Etruria **.

He no fooner difappeared , than his friends
gave out that he was gone into a voluntary exile
at Marfeilles ,r ; which was induftrioufly fpread
through the City the next morning , to raife an
odium upon Cicero , for driving an innocent
man into banilhment without any previous trial
or proof of his guilt : but Cicero was too well
informed of his motions to entertain any doubt
about his going to Manlius ’s camp , and into ac¬
tual rebellion ; he knew that he had fent thither
already a quantity of arms , and all the enfigns of
military command , with that filver eagle , which he
ufed to keep with great fuperftition in hishoufe , for
it ’s having belonged to C. Marius in his expedition
againft the Cimbri ,s. But left the ftory Ihould
make an ill impreffion on the City , he called the
people together into the Forum , to give them
an account of what paffed in the Senate the day
before , and of Catiline ’s leaving Rome upon it.

He began by “ congratulating with them on
“ Catiline ’s flight , as on a certain victory ; fince
“ the driving him from his fecret plots and infi-
*c dious attempts on their lives and fortunes into
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c< open rebellion , hvas in effect to conquer him:
“ that Catiline himfelf was fenfible of it ; whofe
“ chief regret in his retreat was not for leaving
“ the City , but for leaving it Handing — But
“ if there be any here, ” fays he , “ who blame me
“ for what I am boafting of , as you all indeed
“ juftly may , that I did not rather feize , than
“ fend away fo capital an enemy ; that is not my
“ fault , Citizens , but the fault of the times. Ca«
“ tiline ought long ago to have fuffered the laft
“ punilhment ; the c'uftom of our anceftors , the
“ difcipline of the empire , and the Republic itfelf
“ required it : but how many would there have
“ been , who would not have believed , what I
“ charged him with ? how many , who through
“ weaknefs would never have imagined it , or
“ through wickednefs would have defended it ? ’*
— He obferves , “ that if he had put Catiline
“ to death , he fhould have drawn upon himfelf
“ fuch an odium , as would have rendered him
“ unable to profecute his accomplices , and extir-
“ pate the remains of the confpiracy ; but fo far
“ from being afraid of him now , he was forry
“ only that he went off with fo few to attend
“ him’ 0: that his forces were contemptible , if
“ compared with thole of the Republic ; made
“ up of a miferable , needy crew , who had wafted
“ their fubftance , forfeited their bails , and would
“ run away not only at the fight of an army,
“ but of the Praetor’s edidt ; — That thofe , who
“ had deferted his army and (laid behind , were
“ more to be dreaded than the army itfelf ; and

n 4
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“ the more fo , becaufe they knew him to be in-
“ formed of all their defigns , yet were not at all
“ moved by it : that he had laid open all their
“ couofels in the Senate the day before , upon
K which Catiline was fo dilheartened , that he im-
“ mediately fled : that he could not guefs what
“ thefe others meant ; if they imagined that he
“ fhould always ufe the fame lenity , they were
“ much miftaken : for he had now gained
“ what he had hitherto been waiting for , to make
“ all people fee that there was a confpiracy ; that“ now therefore there was no more room for cle-
lt  mency , the cafe itfelf required feverity ; yet
“ he would ftill grant them one thing , to quit the
“ city and follow Catiline : nay , would tell them
“ the way , it was the Aurelian road , and , if
“ they would make hafle , they might overtake
“ him before night . ” Then after defcribing the
profligate life and converfation of Catiline and his
accomplices **, he declares it “ infufferably im-
“ pudent for fuch men to pretend to plot ; the
“ lazy againft the adlive , the foolifli againft the
“ prudent , the drunken againft the fober , the
“ drowfy againft the vigilant ; who lolling at
“ feafts , embracing miftretfes , daggering with
“ wine , fluffed with victuals , crowned with gar-
“ lands , daubed with perfumes , belch in their
“ converfations of maffacring the honell , and
“ firing the city . If my Confulfhip, ” fays he,
“ fince it cannot cure , fhould cut off all thefe , it
“ would add no fmall period to the duration of
“ the Republic : for there is no nation , which



“ we have reafon to fear , no King , who can
“ make war upon the Roman people ; all difturb-
“ ances abroad , both by land and fea , are quel-
“ led by the virtue of one man ; but a domeftic
“ war ftill remains ; the treafon , the danger , the
“ enemy is within ; we are to combat with luxury,
“ with madnefs , with villany : in this war I pro-
“ fefs myfelf your leader , and take upon myfelf
“ all the animofity of the defperate : whatever
“ can poffibly be healed , I will heal ; but what
“ ought to be cut off , I will never fuffer to fpread
“ to the ruin of the city ,s. ” He then takes
notice of the report of Catiline ’s being driven into
exile , but ridicules the weaknefs of it , and fays,
“ that he had put that matter out of doubt , by
“ expofing all his treafons the day before in the
“ Senate *\ ” He laments “ the wretched con-
“ dition not only of governing , but even of pre-
“ ferving States : for if Catiline, ” fays he , “ baffled
“ by my pains and counfels , fhould really change
“ his mind , drop all thoughts of war , and be-
“ take himfelf to exile , he would not be faid to be
“ difarmed and terrified , or driven from his pur-
“ pofe by my vigilance : but uncondemned and
“ innocent to be forced into bamfhment by the
“ threats of the Conful ; and there would be
ct  numbers , who would think him not wicked,
“  but unhappy , and me not a diligent Conful,
“ but a cruel tyrant . ” He declares, “ that though
“ for the fake of his own eafe or character he
“ fhould never wifii to hear of Catiline ’s being at
ct  the head of an army , yet they would certainly
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(C hear it in three day ’s time : — that if men -Were
“ fo perverfe as to complain of his being driven
“ away , what would they have faid if he had
“ been put to death ? Yet there was not one of
“ thofe who talked of his going to Marfeilles,
“ but would be forry for it if it was true , and
“ wilhed much rather to fee him in Manlius ’s
<c camp 9’. ” He proceeds to defcribe at large the
ftrength and forces of Catiline , and the different
forts of men of which they were compofed ; and
then difplaying and oppofing to them the fuperior
forces of the Republic , he Ihows it to be “ a
“ contention of all forts of virtue again ft all forts
“ of vice ; in which , if all human help fhould fail
“ them , the Gods themfelves would never fuffer
“ the bell caufe in the world to be vanquilhed by
“ the world 9S. ” He requires them therefore to
“ keep a watch only in their private houfes , for
“ he had taken care to fecure the public , without
“ any tumult : that he had given notice to all the
cc colonies and great towns of Catiline ’s retreat,
“ fo as to be upon their guard againfd him : that
“ as to the body of Gladiators , whom Catiline
cc always depended upon as his beft and fureft
<c band , they were taken care of in fuch a manner,
“ as to be in the power of the Republic 97; though,
“ to fay the truth , even thefe were better affedted
“ than fome part of the Patricians : that he had
£1 fent Q_. Metellus the Praetor into Gaul and the
t£  diftrict of Picenum , to oppofe all Catiline’s
“ motions on that fide ; and for fettling all matters
“ at home had fummoned the Senate to meet again



“ that morning , which , as they faw , was then
“  affembling . As for thofe therefore who were left

u behind in the city , though they were now
a  enemies , yet fince they were born citizens , he

“ admonifhed them again and again , that his lenity
“ had been waiting only for an opportunity of
<c demonRratirsg the certainty of the plot : that
“ for the reft , he fhould never forget that this
“ was his country , he their Conful , who thought
“ it his duty either to live with them , or die for
“ them . There is no guard ” , fays he , “ upon
“ the gates , none to watch the roads ; if any one
“ has a mind to withdraw himfelf , he may go
<c wherever he pleafes ; but if he makes the lead
“ Rir within the city , fo as to be caught in any
“ overt ad againfl the Republic , he fhall know,
“ that there are in it vigilant Confuls , excellent
“ MagiRrates , a Rout Senate ; that there are arms,
” and a prifon , which our anceRors provided as
“ the avenger of manifeR crimes ; and all this fhall
“ be tranfaded in fuch a manner , Citizens , that
“ the greateR diforders fhall be quelled without
“ the leaR hurry ; the greateR dangers without
cc any tumult ; a domeRic war , the moR defperate
“ of any in our memory , by me your only Leader
“ and General , in my gown ; which I will manage
“ fo , that , as far as it is poflible , not one even
“ of the guilty fliall fuffer punifhment in the city :
<c but if their audacioufnefs and my country ’s
“ danger fhould neceffarily drive me from this
“ mild refolution , yet I will effed , what in fo
“ cruel and treacherous a war could hardly be
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“  hoped for , that not one honeft man fliall fall,
“ but all of you be fafe by the punifhment of a
“ few. This I promife , Citizens , not from any
<c confidence in my own prudence , or from any
“ human counfels , but from the many evident
“ declarations of the Gods , by whofe impulfe I
<{ am led into this perfuafion ; who aflift us , not
“ as they ufed to do, at a diftance , againft foreign
“ and remote enemies , but by their prefent help
“ and protection defend their temples and our
“ houfes : it is your part therefore to worfhip,
tc  implore , and pray to them , that fince all our
“ enemies are now fubdued both by land and fea,
“ they would continue to preferve this city , which
“ was defigned by them for the moft beautiful,
“ the moft flourifhing , and moft powerful on
“ earth , from the deteftable treafons of it ’s own
“ defperate citizens . ”

We have no account of this day ’s debate in the
Senate , which met while Cicero was fpeaking to
the people , and were waiting his coming to them
from the Koftra : but as to Catiline , after ftaying
a few days on the road to raife and arm the coun¬
try through which he paffed , and which his agents
had already been difpofing to bis interefts , he
marched direCtly to Manlius ’s camp , with the Fafces
and all the enfigns of military command difplayed
before him . Upon this news the Senate declared
both him and Manlius public enemies , with offers
of pardon to all his followers , who were not con*
demned of capital crimes , if they returned to their
duty by a certain day ; and ordered the Confuls to
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make new levies , and that Antonius Ihould follow
Catiline with the army ; Cicero flay at home to
guard the City *\

It will feem ftrange to fome , that Cicero , when
he had certain information of Catiline ’s treafon,
inftead of feizing him in the city , not only fuf-
fered but urged his efcape , and forced him as it
were to begin the war . But there was good
reafon for what he did , as he frequently intimates
in his fpeeches ; he had many enemies among the
Nobility , and Catiline many fecret friends ; and
though he was perfectly informed of the whole
progrefs and extent of the plot , yet the proofs
being not ready to be laid before the public , Ca¬
tiline ’s diffimulation Rill prevailed , and perfuaded
great numbers of his innocence ; fo that if he had
imprifoned and punifhed him at this time , as he
deferved , the whole fadtion were prepared to raife
a general clamor againft him , by reprefenting his
adminiflration as a Tyranny , and the plot as a for¬
gery contrived to fupport it : whereas by driving
Catiline into rebellion , he made all men fee the
reality of their danger ; while from an exact account
of his troops , he knew them to be fo unequal to
thofe of the Republic , that there was no doubt of
his being deltroyed , if he could be puflied to the
neceffity of declaring himfelf before his other pro¬
jects were ripe for execution . Fie knew alfo , that
if Catiline was once driven out of the city , and
feparated from his accomplices , who were a lazy,
drunken , thoughtlefs crew , they would ruin them-
felves by their own rafhnefs , and be eafily drawn
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into any trap which he fhould lay for them : the
event fhowcd that he judged right ; and by what
happened afterwards both to Catiline and to him-
felf it appeared , that , as far as human caution,
could reach , he aded with the utmoft prudence
in regard as well to his own , as to the public
fafety.

In the midft of all this hurry , and foon after
Catiline ’s flight , Cicero found leifure , according to
his cuilom , to defend L. Murena , one of the Con-
futs eled , who was now brought to a trial for bri¬
bery and corruption . Cato had declared in the
Senate , that he would try the force of Cicero’s
late law upon one of the Confular Candidates’ 8:
and fince Catiline , whom he chiefly aimed at , was
out of his reach , he refolved to fall upon Murena;
yet connived at the fame time at the other Conful,
Silanus , who had married his filler , though equally
guilty with his colleague : he was joined in the
accufation by one of the difappointed candidates,
S. Sulpicius , a perfon of diftinguilhed worth and
character , and the moft celebrated Lawyer of the
age , for whofe fervice , and at whofe inftance Ci¬
cero ’s law againft bribery was chiefly provided I°I.

Murena was bred a foldier , and had acquired
great fame in the Mithridatic war , as Lieutenant
to Lucullus 102; and was now defended by three >
the greatefi : men , as well as the greateft Orators
of Rome , Craffus , Hortenfius , and Cicero : fo
that there had feldom been a trial of more expec¬
tation , on account of the dignity of all the parties
concerned . The character of the accufers makes
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it reafonable to believe , that there was clear proof
of fome illegal practices ; yet from Cicero ’s fpeech,
which , though imperfedt , is the only remaining
monument of the tranfadtion , it feems probable,
that they were fuch only , as though ftridtly
fpeaking irregular , were yet warranted by cuftom
and the example of all Candidates ; and though
heinous in the eyes of a Cato , or an angry com¬
petitor , were ufually overlooked by the magistrates
and expedled by the people.

The accufation confided of three heads ; the
fcandal ofMurena ’s life ; the want of dignity in his
character and family ; and bribery in the late elec¬
tion . As to the firfit, the greateft crime which
Cato charged him with was dancing ; to which
Cicero ’s defence is fomewhat remarkable : “ lie ad-
“ monilhes Cato not to throw out fuch a calumny
“ fo inconfiderately , or to call the Conful of Rome
“ a dancer ; but to confider how many other
“ crimes a man muff needs be guilty of before
“ that of dancing could be truly objedted to him
“ fince nobody ever danced , even in folitude , or
“ a private meeting of friends , who was not ei-
“ ther drunk or mad ; for dancing was always the
“ laft adt of riotous banquets , gay places , and
“ much jollity : that Cato charged him therefore
“ with what was the effect of many vices , yet
“ with none of thofe , without which that vice
“ could not poffibly fubfift ; with no fcandalous
“ feafts , no amours , no nightly revels , no lewd-
“ nefs , no extravagant expenfe , &c. I,J .”

As to the fecond article , the want of dignity , it
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•was urged chiefly by Sulpicius , who being noble
and a patrician , was the more mortified to be de¬
feated by a Plebeian , whofe extradfion he con¬
temned : but “ Cicero ridicules the vanity of
“ thinking no family good , but a Patrician ;
“ Ihows that Murena ’s grand -father and great
“ grand - father had been Prattors ; and that his
“ father alfo from the fame dignity had obtained
“ the honor of a Triumph : that Sulpicius’s no-
“ bility was better known to - the antiquaries than
“ to the people ; fince his grand -father had never
“ born any of the principal offices , nor his father
“ ever mounted higher than the Equeflrian rank:
“ that being therefore the fon of a Roman Knight,
“ he had always reckoned him in the fame clafs
“ with himfelf , of thofe who by their own in-
“ duftry had opened their way to the higheft
“ honors ; that the Curius , the Catos , the
“ Pompeius , the Marius , the Didius , the Cselius“ were all of the fame fort : that when he had
“ broken through that barricade of Nobility , and
“ laid the ConfuKhip open to the virtuous , as well
“ as to the noble , and when a Conful , of an an-
“ cient and illuftrious Jdefcent , was defended by
“ a Conful , the fon of a Knight ; he never ima-
“ gined , that the accufers would venture to fay a
“ word about the novelty of a family : thac he
“ himfelf had two Patrician competitors , the one
“ a profligate and audacious , the other an excel-
“ lent and modeft man ; yet that he outdid Ca-
“ tiline in dignity , Galba in intereft ; and if that had
“ been a crime in a new man , he fhould not have

wanted



w wanted enemies to objeift it to him I°\ ” He
then fhows , “ that the i’cience of arms , in which
“ Murena excelled , had much more dignity and
‘6 fplendor in it than the fcience of the law , being
“ that which firft gave a name to the Roman
“ people , brought glory to their city , and fub-
“ dued the world to their empire : that martial
“ virtue had ever been the means of conciliating
“ the favor of the people , and recommending to
“ the honors of the ftate ; and it was but rea-
“ fonable that it Ihould hold the firft place in that
“ city , which was raifed by it to be the head of
“ all other cities in the world 1”5. ”

As to the laft and heavieft part of the charge,
the crime of bribery , there was little or nothing
made out againft him , but what was too common
to be thought criminal ; the bribery of fliows , plays,
and dinners given to the populace ; yet not fo much
by himfelf , as by his friends and relations , who
-were zealous to ferve him ; fo that Cicero makes
very flight of it , and declares himfelf “ more
“ afraid of the authority , than the accufation of
“ Cato and to obviate the influence which the
reputation of Cato ’s integrity might have in the
caufe , he obferves , “ that the people in general,
“ and all wife judges had ever been jealous of the
“ power and intereft of an accufer ; left the cri-
“ minal fhould be born down , not by the weight
“ of his crimes , but the fuperior force of his ad-
“ verfary . Let the authority of the great pre-
“ vail, ” fays he , “ for the fafety of the innocent,

the protection of the helpkfs , and the relief of
VOL . I . O

*6
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“ the miferable ; but let it’s influence be repelled
“ from the dangers and deftrudtion of citizens ."
“ for if any one fhould fay , that Cato would not
“ have taken the pains to accufe , if he had not
“ been affured of the crime , he eftablifhes a very
“ unjuft law to men in diftrefs , by making the
“ judgment of an accufer to be confidered as a
“ prejudice or previous condemnation of the cri-
“ minal ,*5. He exhorts Cato not to be fo fe-
“ vere , on what ancient cuftom and the Republic
“ itfelf had found ufeful ; nor to deprive the peo-
“ pie of their plays , gladiators , and feafts , which
“ their anceflors , had approved ; nor to take from
“ candidates an opportunity of obliging by a me-
“ thod of expenfe which indicated their genero-

fity , rather than an intention to corrupt 107 .”
But whatever Murena ’s crime might be , the

circumftance which chiefly favored him was thrf
difficulty of the times , and a rebellion adiually
on foot ; which made it neither fafe nor prudent to
deprive the city of a Conful , who by a military edu¬
cation was the befb qualified to defend it in fo dange¬
rous a crifis. This point Cicero dwells much upon,
declaring , “ that he undertook this caufe , not fo
“ much for the fake of Murena , as of the peace,
“ the liberty , the lives and fafety of them all.
“ Hear , hear, ” fays he , “ your Conful , who , not
“ to fpeak arrogantly , thinks of nothing day and
“ night but of the Republic : Catiline does not
“ defpife us fo far , as to hope to fubdue this city
4C with the force which he has carried out with
“ him : the contagion is fpread wider than you
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“ imagine : the Trojan horfe Is within our walls;
“ which , while I am Conful , fhall never opprefs
“ you in your fleep . If it be afked then , what
“ reafon I have to fear Catiline ? none at all ; and
“ I have taken care that no body elfe need fear
“ him : yet I fay , that we have caufe to fear thofe
“ troops of his , which I fee in this very place.
“ Nor is his army fo much to be dreaded , as thofe
“ who are faid to have deferted it : for in truth
“ they are not deferted , but are left by him
“ only as fpies upon us , and placed as it were in
“ ambufh , to deftroy us the more fecurely : all
“ thefe want to fee a worthy Conful , an experi-
“ enced General , a man both by nature and for-
“ tunes attached to the interefts of the Republic,
“ driven by your fentence from the guard and
“ cuftody of the city ” After urging this topic
with great warmth and force , he adds , “ We are
“ now come to the crifis and extremity of our
“ danger ; there is no refource or recovery for
£c us , it we now mifcariy ; it is no time to throw
“ away any of the helps which we have , but by'
“  all means poffible , to acquire more . The enemy
cc is not on the banks of the Anio , which was
“ thought fo terrible in the Punic war , but in the
“ City and the Forum . Good Gods ! ( I cannot
cc fpeak it without a figh ) there are fome enemies
” in the very fandtuary ; fome , I lay , even in the
cc Senate ! The Gods grant , that my colleague
cc may quell this rebellion by our arms ; whilft I,

in the gown , by the alii fiance of all the honeft,
<c will difpel the other dangers with which the

O %
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<c city is now big . But what will become of
“ if they fhould flip through our hands into the
<c new year ; and find but one Coni'ul in the Re-
tc  public , and him employed not in profecuting
“ the war , but in providing a colleague ? Then
“ this plague of Catiline will break out in all it’s
“ fury , fpreading terror , confufion , fire , and
“ fword through the city , &c. This con-
fideration , fo forcibly urged , of the neceffity of
having two Confuls for the guard of the city at the
opening of the new year , had fuch weight with the
judges , that without any deliberation they unani-
moufly acquitted Murena , and would not , as Cicero
fays , fo much as hear the accufation of men , the
rnoft eminent and illuftrious 1ID.

Cicero had a ftridt intimacy all this while with
Sulpicius , whom he had ferved with all his intereft
in this very conteft for the Confulfhip Itr. He had
a great friendlhip alfo with Cato , and the highefl;
efteem of his integrity ; yet he not only defended
this caufe againft them both , but to take off the
prejudice of their authority , labored even to make
them ridiculous ; rallying the profeffion of Sulpicius
as trifling and contemptible , the principles of Cato
as abfurd and impraHicable , with fo much humor
and wit , that he made the whole audience very
merry , and forced Cato to cry out , What a
facetious Conful have we' 1’ ! but what is more
obfervable , the oppofition of thefe great men in
an affair fo interefting gave no fort of interruption
to their friendfhip , which continued as iirm as
ever to the end of their lives ; and Cicero , who



Jived the longeft of them , fhowed the real value
that he had for them both after their deaths , by
procuring public honors for the one, and writing
the life and praifes of the other . Murena too,
though expofed ' to fo much danger by the profecu-
tion , yet feems to have retained no refentment
of it ; but during his Confulfhip paid a great
deference to the counfels of Cato , and employed
all his power to fupport him againft the violence
of IYIetellus, his Colleague in the Tribunate . This
was a greatnefs of mind truly noble , and fuitable
to the dignity of the perfons ; not to be fhocked
by the particular contradiction of their friends,
when their general views on both fides were
laudable and virtuous : yet this mult not be
wholly charged to the virtue of the men , but to
the difcipline of the Republic itfelf , which by a
wife policy impofed it as a duty on it’s fubjedts
to defend their fellow citizens in their dangers,
without regard to any friendlhips or engagements
whatfoever IIJ. The examples of this kind will be
more or lefs frequent in (fates , in proportion as
the public good happens to be the ruling principle;
for that is a bond of union too firm to be broken
by any little differences about the meafures of
purfuing it : but where private ambition and party-
zeal have the afcendant , there every oppofition
muft neceffarily create animofity , as it obflructs
the acquifition of that good , which is confidered
as the chief end of life, private benefit and advan¬
tage.

before the trial of Murena , Cicero had pleaded
O 3
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another caufe of the fame kind in the defence of
C . Pifo , who had been Conful four years before,
and acquired the character of a brave and vigorous
magiftrate : but we have no remains of the fpeech,
nor any thing more faid of it by Cicero , than
that Pifo was acquitted on the account of his
laudable behaviour in his Confulfhip M\ We learn
however from Salluft , that he was accufed of
oppreflion and extortion in his government ; and
that the profecution was promoted chiefly by
J . Caefar, out of revenge for Pifo ’s having arbi¬
trarily punilhed one of his friends or clients in
Cifalpine Gaul 115.

But to return to the affair of the confpiracy,
Lentulus , and the reft , who were left in the city,
were preparing all things for the execution of their
grand defign , and foliciting men of all ranks , who
feemed likely to favor their caufe, or to be of any
life to it : among the reft , they agreed to make
an attempt on the Ambafladors of the Allobroges;
a warlike mutinous , faithlefs people , inhabiting
the countries now called Savoy and Dauphiny,
greatly difaffecfted to the Roman power , and
already ripe for rebellion . Thefe ambaffadors,
who were preparing to return home , much out
of humor with the Senate , and without any redrefs
of the grievances , which they were fent to complajn
of , received the propofal at firft very greedily,
and promifed to engage their nation to aflift the
confpirators with what they principally wanted
a good body of horfe , whenever they fhould
begin the war ; but refle&ing afterwards in their
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cooler thoughts , on the difficulty of the enterprife,
and the danger of involving themfelves and their
country in fo defperate a caufe , they refolved to
difcover what they knew to O . Fabius Sanga,
the patron of their city , who immediately gave
intelligence of it to the Conful 1' 7.

Cicero ’s inflrudtions upon it were , that the
ambafiadors fhould continue to feign the fame
zeal which they had hitherto fliown , and promife
every thing that was required of them , till they
bad got a full infight into the extent of the plot,
with diftincfl proofs againfl the particular aclors
in it 118: upon which , at their next conference
with the confpirators , they infilled on having fome
credentials from them to £ho\v to their people at
home , without which they would never be induced
to enter into an engagement fo hazardous . This
was thought reafonable , and prefently complied
with ; and Vulturcius was appointed to go along
with the ambafiadors , and introduce them to.
Catiline on their road , in order to confirm the
agreement , and exchange aflurances alfo with him;
to whom Lentulus fent at the fame time a parti¬
cular letter under his own hand and feal , though
without his name. Cicero being punctually informed
of all thefe facts , concerted privately with the
ambafiadors the time and manner of their leaving
Rome in the night , and that on the Milvian
bridge , about a mile from the city , they fhould
be arrefled with their papers and letters about
them , by two of the Praetors , L. Flaccus and
C. Pontinius , whom he had inftructed for that

O 4
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purpofe , and ordered to lie in ambufih near the
place , with a ftrong guard of friends and foldiers:
all which was fuccefsfully executed , and the whole
company brought prifoners to Cicero ’s houfe by
break of day II?.

The rumor of this accident prefently drew a
refort of Cicero ’s principal friends about him , who
advifed him to open the letters before he produced
them in the Senate , left if nothing of moment
were found in them , it might be thought raQi
and imprudent to raife an unneceflary terror and
alarm through the city . But he was too well
informed of the contents , to fear any cenfure of
that kind ; and declared , that in a pafe of public
danger he thought it his duty to lay the matter
entire before the public council ,2\ He fummoned
the Senate therefore to meet immediately , and
lent at the fame time for Gabinius , Statilius,
Cethegus , and Lentulus , who all came prefently
to his houfe , fufpecting nothing of the difcovery;
and being informed alfo of a quantity of arms
provided by Cethegus for the ufe of the confpi-
racy , he ordered C. Sulpicius , another of the
Prsetors , to go and fearch his houfe , where he
found a great number of fwords and daggers , with
other arms , all newly cleaned , and ready far
prefent fervice “ r.

With this preparation he fefc out to meet the
Senate in the Temple of Concord , with a numerous
guard of Citizens , carrying the ambafladors and
the confpirators with him in cuftody : and after
he had given the aftembly an account of the whole
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affair , Vulturcius was called ip to be examined
feparately ; to whom Cicero , by order of the houfe,
offered a pardon and reward , if he would faithfully
difcover all that he knew : upon which , after
fome hefitation , he confeffed , that he had letters
and inftrudions from Lentulus to Catiline , to prefs
him to accept the affiftance of the flaves , and to
lead his army with all expedition towards Rome,
to the intent , that when it fhould be fet on fire
in different places , and the general maffacre begun,
he might be at hand to intercept thofe who efcaped,
^nd join with his friends in the city

The ambaffadors were examined next , who
declared , that they had received letters to their na¬
tion , from Lentulus , Cethegus , and Statilius;
that thefe three , and L. Caffius alfo required them
to fend a body of horfe as foon as poffible into
Italy , declaring , that they had no occafion for
any foot : that Lentulus had affured them from
the Sibylline books , and the anfwers of Sooth-
fayers , that he was the third Cornelius , who was
deftined to be mafler of Rome , as Cinna and
Sylla had been before him ; and .that this was the
fatal year marked for the deftrudion of the City
and Empire : that there was fome difpute between
Cethegus and the reft about the time of firing the
city ; for while the reft were for fixing it on the
feaft of Saturn , or the middle of December , Ce¬
thegus thought that day too remote and dilatory . —
The letters were then produced and opened ; firft
that from Cethegus ; and upon fhowing him the
Teal, he allowed it to be his ; it was written with
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liis own hand , and addreffed to the Senate and
People of the Allobroges , fignifying , that he
would make good what he had promifed to their
ambaffadors , and entreating them alfo to perform
what the ambaffadors had undertaken for them.
He had been interrogated juft before , about the
arms that were found at his houfe ; to which he
anfwered , that they were provided only for his
curiofity , for he had always been particularly fond
of neat arms : but after his letter was read , he
was fo dejected and confounded , that he had
nothing at all to fay for himfelf. — Statilius was
then brought in , and acknowledged his hand and
feal ; and when his letter was read , to the fame
purpofe with Cethegus ’s , he confeffed it to be his
own .— Then Lentulus ’s letter was produced,
and his feal likewife owned by him ; which Cicero
perceiving to be the head of his grand -father,
could not help expoftulating with him , that the
very image of fuch an anceftor , fo remarkable
for a fingular love of his country , had not reclaim¬
ed him from his traiterous defigns . His letter was
of the fame import with the other two ; but hav¬
ing leave to fpeak for himfelf , he at firft denied
the whole charge , and began to queftion the am¬
baffadors and Vulturcius , what bufinefs they ever
had with him , and on what occafion they came
to his houfe ; to which they gave clear and diftind
anfwers ; fignifying by whom , and how often they
had been introduced , to him ; and then afked him
in their turn , whether he had never mentioned any
thing to them about the Sibylline Oracles ; upon
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which being confounded , or infatuated rather by
the fenfe of his guilt , he gave a remarkable proof,
as Cicero fays , of the great force of confcience;
for not only his ufual parts and eloquence , but
his impudence too , in which he outdid all men,
quite failed him ; fo that he confeffed his crime,
to the furprife of the whole affembly . Then
Vultnrcius defired , that the letter to Catiline,
which Lentulus had fent by him , might be opened;
where Lentulus again , though greatly difordered,
acknowledged his hand and feal : it was written
without any name , but to this effed : “ You will
“ know who I am , from him whom I have fent
“ to you . Take care to fhow yourfelf a man;
“ and recollect in what a fituation you are ; and
“ confider what is now necelfary for you . Be
“ fure to make ufe of the abidance of all , even
“ of the lowed . ” .— Gabinius was then introduc¬
ed , and behaved impudently for a while ; but at
laft denied nothing of what the ambaffadors charg¬
ed him with.

After the criminals and witneffes were with¬
drawn , the Senate went into a debate upon the
Bate of the Republic , and came unanimoufly to
the following refolutions : That public thanks
Ihould be decreed to Cicero in the amplefl: manner;
by whofe virtue , counfel , providence , the Republic
was delivered from the greateft dangers : that Flac-
cus and Pontinius , the Praetors , fliould be thanked
likewife for their vigorous and pundual execution
of Cicero ’s orders : that Antonius , the other Con-
ful , Ihould be praifed , for having removed from
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his counfels all thofe who were concerned in the
copfpiracy : That Lentulus , after having abdicated
the Praetorfhip , and diverted himftlf of his robes,
and Cethegus , Statilius , and Gabinius , with their
other accomplices alfo when taken , Caflius , Cae-
parius , Furius , Chilo , Umbrenus , fhould be
committed to fafe cuftody ; and that a public
thankfgiving fhould be appointed in Cicero ’s name,
for his having preferved the City from a confla¬
gration , the Citizens from a maftacre , and Italy
from a war 1”.

The Senate being difmiffed , Cicero went di-
redtly into the Roftra , and gave the people an
account of the whole proceeding , in the manner
as it is juft related : where he obferved to them,
“ that the thankfgiving decreed in his name was
“ the firft which had ever been decreed to any
“ man in the gown : that all other thankfgiv-
“ ings had been appointed for fome particular
“ fervices to the Republic , this alone for faving
“ it 1” : that by the feizure of thefe accomplices,
“  all Catiline ’s hopes were blafted at once ; for

“ when he was driving Catiline out of the city,
“ he forefaw , that if he was once removed,
et  there would be nothing to apprehend from the
cc drowrtnefs of Lentulus , the fat of Caflius , or
“ the raflmefs of Cethegus :— that Catiline was
“ the life and foul of the confpiracy ; who never
“ took a thing to be done , becaufe he had order-
“ edit ; but always followed , folicited , and faw
“ it done himfelf : that if he had not driven him
c‘ from his fecret plots into open rebellion , he
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“ could never have delivered the Republic from
“ it’s dangers , or never at leaft with fo much eafe
“ and quiet : that Catiline would not have named
“ the fatal day for their deftru &ion fo long before-
“ hand ; nor ever fuffered his hand and feal to be
“ brought againft him , as the manifeft proof of
“ his guilt ; ail which was fo managed in his
“ abfence , that no theft in any private houfe
“ was ever more clearly detected than this whole
“ confpiracy : that all this was the pure effetft
“ of a divine influence ; not only for it ’s being
“ above the reach of human counfel , but be-
“ caufe the Gods had fo remarkably interpofed
“ in it , as to fhow themfelves almoft viflbly:
“ for not to mention the nightly ftreams of lighc
“ from the weftern fky , the blazing of the hea-
“ vens , flalhes of lightning , earthquakes , &c.
“ he could not omit what happened two years
“ before , when the turrets of the Capitol were
“ ftruck down with lightning ; how the footh-
“ layers , called together from all Etruria , de-
“ dared that fire , flaughter , the overthrow of the
“ laws , civil war , and the ruin of the city were
“ portended , unlefs fome means were found
“ out of appeafmg the Gods : for which pur-
“  pofe they ordered a new and larger ftatue of
“ Jupiter to be made , and to be placed in a po-
“ fition contrary to that of the former image,
“ with it’s face turning towards the eaft ; inti-
“ mating , that if it looked towards the riflng
“ Sun , the Forum , and the Senate -houfe , then
“ all plots againft the ftate would be detected
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“  fo evidently , that all the world fhould fee them :
“ — that upon this anfwer , the Confuls of that
46 year gave immediate orders for making and
“ placing the ftatue ; but from the flow progrefs
“ of the work , neither they , nor their fucceffors,
“ nor he himfelf , could get it frnifhed till that
“ very day ; on which , by the fpecial influence
54 of Jupiter , while the confpirators and witneffes
44 were carried through the Forum to the Temple
“ of Concord , in that very moment the ftatue
“ was fixed in it ’s place ; and being turned to look
“ upon them and the Senate , both they and the
“ Senate faw the whole confpiracy detected.
ct  Arid can any man, ” fays he, “ be fuch an enemy
“ to truth , fo ralh , fo mad , as to deny 6 that all
“ things which we fee , and above all , that this
“ city is governed by the power and providence
44 of the Gods 1” ? ” He proceeds to obferve , “ that
“ the confpirators mud needs be under a divine
44 and judicial infatuation, ' and could never have
“ trufted affairs and letters of fuch moment to
44 men barbarous and unknown to them , if the
“ Gods had not confounded their fenfes : and that
“ the ambafladors of a nation fo difaffecled , and
“ fo able and willing to make war upon them ,
44 fhould flight the hopes of dominion , and the
“ advantageous offers of men of Patrician rank ,
“ muff needs be the effedt of a divine interpofition;
44 efpecially when they might have gained their
“ ends , not by fighting , but by holding their
44 tongues . ” He exhorts them therefore , “ to
“ celebrate that thankfgiying -day religioufly with



“ tlieif wifes and children 135. That for all his
“ pains and fervices he defired no other reward
“ or honor , but the perpetual remembrance of
“ that day : in this he placed all his triumphs
“ and his glory , to have the memory of that day
“ eternally propagated to the fafety of the City,
“ and the honor of his Confulfhip ; to have it
“ remembered , that there were two citizens living
“ at the fame time in the Republic , the one of
“ whom was terminating the extent of the empire
6‘ by the bounds of the horizon itfelf ; the other
“ preferving the feat and centre of that empire “ 7.
“ That his cafe however was different from that
“ of their Generals abroad , who , as foon as they
“ had conquered their enemies , left them ; where-
“ as it was his lot to live (fill among thofe whom
“ he had fubdued : that it ought to be their care
“ therefore to fee , that the malice of thofe enemies
“ fhould not hurt him ; and that what he had
“ been doing for their good fhould not redound
“ to his detriment ; though as to himfelf , he had
“ no caufe to fear any thing , fince he fhould be
“ protected by the guard of all honeft men , by
“ the dignity of the Republic itfelf , by the power
“ of confcience ; which all thofe muft needs violate,
“ who fhould attempt to injure him : that he would
“ never yield therefore to the audacioufnefs of any,
“ but even provoke and attack all the wicked and
“ the profligate : yet if all their rage at Lift, when
“ repelled from the people , fliould turn fingly upon
“ him , they fhould confider what a difcouragement
“ it wrould be hereafter to thofe , who fhould
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“ expofe themfelves to danger for their falety . —.
“ That for his part , he would ever fupport and
“ defend in his private condition what he had
“ adled in his Confulfhip , and fliow , that what

he had done was not the effect of chance , but
“ of virtue : that if any envy fbould be ftirred up
41 again !! him , it might hurt the envious , but
“ advance his glory . — Laftly , fince it was noW
46 night , he bad them all go home , and pray to
“ Jupiter the guardian of them and the city ; and
“ though the danger was now over , to keep the
4t fame watch in their houfes as before , for fear
“ of any furprife ; and he would take care , that
6‘ they fbould have no occafion to do it any longer .”

While the prifoners were before the Senate,
Cicero defired fome of the Senators , who could
write fliort-hand , to take notes of every thing that
wasfaid ; and when the whole examination was
finifhed and reduced into an adt , he fet all the
clerks at work to tfanfcribe copies of it , which he
difperfed prefently through Italy and all the Pro¬
vinces , to prevent any invidious mifreprefentation
of what was fo clearly attefted and confeffed by
the criminals themfelves IJS, who for the prefent
were committed to the free cuftody of the Magif-
trates and Senators of their acquaintance , till
the Senate fhould come to a final refolution about
them . All this paffed on the third of December,
a day of no fmall fatigue to Cicero , who , from
break of day till the evening , feems to have been
engaged without any refrelhment , in examining
the \yitneffes and the criminals , and procuring the

decree
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decree which was confeqtient upon it ; and when
that was over , in giving a narrative of the whole
tranfadion to the people , who were waiting for
that pufpofe in the Forum . The fame night his
wife Terentia , with the Veftal Virgins and the
principal matrons of Rome , was performing at
home , according to annual cuftom , the myftic
rites of the Goddefs Bona , or the Good , to which
no male creature was ever admitted ; and till that
fundion was over , he was excluded alfo from his
ownhoufe , and forced to retire to a neighbour ’s;
where with a feled council of friends he began
to deliberate about the method of punilhing the
traitors ; when his wife came in all hafte to inform
him of a prodigy , which had juft happened
amongft them ; for the facrifice being over , and
the fire of the altar ftemingly extind , a bright
flame iffued fuddenly from the afhes , to the afto-
rrifhment of the company ; Upon which the Veftal
Virgins fent her away , to require him to purfue
what he had then in his thoughts , for the good
of his country , fince the Goddefs by this fign had
given great light to his fafety and glory” 0.

It is not improbable , that this pretended prodigy
Was projeded between Cicero and Terentia;
whofe filter likewife being one of the Veftal
Virgins , and having the difedion of the whole
ceremony , might help to effed without fufpicion
what had been privately concerted amongft them.
For it was of great ufe to Cicero , to poffefs the
minds of the people , as ftrongly as he could , With
an apprehenfion of their dangeF s for the fake of

VOL . I . P
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difpofing them the more eafily to approve the
refolutton , that he had already taken in his own
mind , of putting the confpirators to death.

The day following , the Senate ordered public
rewards to the Ambaffadors and Vulturcius for their
faithful difcoveries 151; and by the vigor of their
proceedings feemed to fhow an intention of treat¬
ing their prifoners with the laft feverity . The
city in the mean while was alarmed with the ru¬
mor of frelh plots , formed by the Haves and depend¬
ents of Lentulus and Cethegus for the refcue ' of
their JVlafters Ija; which obliged Cicero to rein¬
force his guards ; and for the prevention of all
fuch attempts , to put an end to the whole affair,
by bringing the queftion of their punilhment,
without farther delay , before the Senate ; which
he fummoned for that purpofe the next morning.

The debate was of great delicacy and import¬
ance ; to decide upon the lives of citizens of
the firft rank . Capital punilhments were rare
and ever odious in Rome , whofe laws were of
all others the leaft fanguinary ; banilhment , with
confifcation of goods , being the ordinary punilh-
ment for the greateft crimes . The Senate indeed,
as it has been faid above , in cafes of fudden and
dangerous tumults , claimed the prerogative of
punilhing the leaders with death by the authority
of their own decrees : but this was looked upon
as a ftretch of power , and an infringement of
the rights of the people ; which nothing could
excufe , but the neceffity of times , and the extre¬
mity of danger . For there was an old law of
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ovtr: Porcius Laeca, a Tribune , which granted to all cri-
bisob minals capitally condemned an appeal to the people;
b. and a later one of C. Gracchus , to prohibit the
dpel’: taking away the life of any citizen without a formal

hearing belore the people 153: fo that fome Sena¬
tors who had concurred in all the previous de-

iofcE bates , withdrew themfelves from this , to fhow
ty. P* their diflike of what they expedited to be .the ifiiue
ia/s. of it , and to have , no hand in putting Romani

citizens to death by a vote of the Senate l> *. Here
then was ground enough for Cicero ’s enemies to
adt upon , if extreme methods were purfued ;

3C[. he himfelf was aware of it , and faw , that the
fsafe, public intereft called for the fevereft punifhment,
•Imsc his private intereft the gentleft ; yet he came re-

folved to facrifice all regards for his own quiet to
)m: the confideration of public fafety.

As foon therefore as he had moved the quef-
tiori , what was to be done with the confpirators;
Silanus the Conful elect , being called upon to
fpeak the firft , advifed , that thofe who were then
in cuftody , with the reft who fhould afterwards
be taken , fhould all be put to death 135. To this all
who fpoke after him readily affented * till it came

and elaborate fpeech , , “ treated that opinion,
“ not as cruel ; fince death , he faid , was not a
“ punifhment , but relief to the miferable , and
“ left no fenfe either of good or ill beyond
“ it ; but as new and illegal , and contrary to
“ the conftitution of the Republic : and though
“ the heinoufnefs of the crime would juftify any

P Jf
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•‘ feverity , yet the example was dangerous in a
“ free date ; and the falutary ufe of arbitrary
“ power in good hands , had been the caufe of
“ fatal mifchiefs when it fell into bad ; of which
“ he produced feVeral inftarices , both in other
“ cities and their own : and though no danger
“ could be apprehended from thefe times , or
“ fuch a Conful as Cicero ; yet in other times,
“ and under another Conful , when the fword
“ was once drawn by a decree of the Senate,
*“ no man could promife what mifcbief it might
“ not do before it was fheathed again : his opi-
“ nion therefore was , that the eftates of the con-
“ fpirators fhould be confifcated , and their per-
“ fons clofely confined in the drong Towns of
ic  Italy ; and that it fhould be criminal for any
“ one to move the Senate or the people for any
46 favor towards them” 6.

Thefe two contrary opinions being propofed,
the next queflion was , which of them fhould
take place : Cadar ’s had made a great impreflion
on the affembly , and daggered even Silanus , who
began to excufe and mitigate the feverity of his
vote” 7; and Cicero ’s friends were going for¬
wardly into it , as likely to create the leaft trouble
to Cicero himfelf , for whofe future peace and
fafety they began to be folicitous when
Cicero obferving the inclination of the houfe , and
rifing up to put the queftion , made his fourth
fpeech , which now remains , on the fubjed of
this tranfadion ; in which he delivered his fenti-
ments yyith all the flail both of the Orator and
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the Statefman ; and while he feemed to fhow a per¬
fect neutrality , and to give equal commendation
to both the opinions , was artfully laboring all
the whde to turn the fcale in favor of Silanus’s,
which he confidered as a neceffary example of
feverity in the prefent circumftances of the Republic.

He declared , “ That though it was a pleafure
“ to him to obferve the concern and folicitude
“  which the Senate had expreffed on his account,
“ yet he begged of them to lay it all afide , and,
“ without any regard to him , to think only of
“ themfelves and their families : that he was
“ willing to fuffer any perfecution , if by his la-

bors he could fecure their dignity and fafety ■
“ that his life had been often attempted in the
,l  Forum , the field of Mars , the Senate , his
“ own houfe , and in his very bed : that for
<6 their quiet he had digefted many things
“ againft his will without fpeaking of them»
“  but if the Gods would grant iffue to his
“ Confulfhip , of faving them from a maffacre,
c£ the city from flames , all Italy from war , let
“ what fate foever attend liimfelf , he would be
“ content with it IIS. ” He prelTes them therefore
to “ turn their whole care upon the State : that it
“ was not a Gracchus , or a Saturninus , who,
<! was now in judgment before them ; but Trai-
“ tors , whofe defign it was to deftroy the City
“ by fire , the Senate and People by a maffacre ;
“ who had folicited the Gauls and the very flaves
“ to join with them in their treafon , of which
‘ thev had all been convi &ed by letters , hands,

? 3
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“ feals , and their ' own confeffions I4\ That the
“ Senate , by feveral previous ads , had already
C£ condemned them ; by their public thanks to
a  him ; by depofing Lentulus from his Pnetorlhip;
t£ by committing them to cuftody ; by decreeinga
£C thankfgiving ; by rewarding the witneffes : but as
C£ if nothing had yet been done , he refolved to
C£ propofe to them anew the queftion both of the
(i  fad and the punilhment : that whatever they
cc intended to do , it muff be determined before
“ night : for the mifchief was fpread wider than
C£ they imagined ; had not only infeded Italy,
C£ but eroded the Alps , and feized the Provinces:
“ that it was not to be fuppreffed by delay and
“ irrefolution , but by quick and vigorous mea-
cc fures 141: that there were two opinions now
C£ before them ; the firft , of Silanus , for putting
“ the criminals to death ; the fecond , of Caefar,
C£ who , excepting death , was for every other
cc way of punilhing ; each , agreeably to his digni-
cc ty , and the importance of the caufc , was for
4£ treating them with the lafl feverity , the one
“ thought , that thofe , who had attempted to
cc deprive them all of life , and to extinguifh the
C£ very name of Rome , ought not to enjoy the
cc benefit of living a moment ; and he had (bowed
t£  withal , that this punilhment had often been
“ inflided on feditious citizens : the other imagin.

ed , that death was not defigned by the Gods
“  for a punilhment , but the cure of our miferies;
“ fo that the wife never fuffered it unwillingly,
?,t the brave often fought it voluntarily ; but that
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“ bonds and imprifonment , efpecially if perpe-
“ tual , were contrived for the punilhment of
“ deteftable crimes : thefe therefore he ordered
“ to be provided for them in the great Towns
“ of Italy : yet in this propofal there feemed to
“ be fome injufticeif  the Senate was to impofe
“ that burden upon the Towns , or fome dif-
“ ficulty , if they were only to defire it : yet if
“ they thought fit to decree it , he would under-
“ take to find thofe , who Would not refufe to
“ comply with it/ for the public good : that Caefar
“ by adding a penalty on the Towns if any of

the criminals fhould efcape , and enjoining fo
“ horrible a confinement , without a poffibility of
<c being releafed from it , had deprived them of
“ all hope , the only comfort of unhappy mot-
“ tals : he had ordered their eftates alfo to be con-
ct  fifcated , and left them nothing but life ; which
cc if he had taken away , he would have eafed
<c them at once of all farther pain , either of mind
“ or body ; for it was on this account that the
cc ancients invented thofe infernal punifirments of
K the dead ; to keep the wicked under fome awe
£c in this life , who without them would have no
cc dread of death itfelf 141. That for his own
<c part , he faw how much it was his intereft that
cc they fliould follow Caefar’s opinion , who had
f‘ always purfued popular meafures ; and by being
cc the author of that vote , would fecure him from
u any attack of popular envy ; but if they follow-
tc  ed Silanus’s , he did not know what trouble it
“ might create to himfelf ; yet that the fervice of
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the Republic ought to fuperfedeall confiderations
of his danger : that Caefar, by this pvopofal,
had given them a perpetual pledge of his affedion
to the State ; and fhowed the difference between
the affeded lenity of their daily declaimers and
amind truly popular , which fought nothing but
the real good of the people : that he could not but"
obferve , that one ofthofe , who valued themfelves
on being popular , had abfented hirrffelf from this
day ’s debate , that he might not give a vote
upon the life of a citizen ; yet by concurring with
them in all their previous votes , he had already
paffed a judgment on the merits of the caufe:
that as to the objection urged by Caefar, of
Gracchus ’s Jaw , forbidding to put Citizens to
death , it fhould be remembered , that thofe,
who v/ere adjudged to be enemies , could no
longer be confidered as Citizens ; and that the
author of that law had himfelf fuffered death by
th,e order of the people , that fince Caefar, a
man of fo mild and merciful a temper , had pro.
pofed fo fevere a punifhment , if they fhould
pafs it into an ad , they would give him a part-
ner and companion , who would juftify him
to the people ; but if they preferred Silanus’s
opinion , it would be eafy ftill to defend both
them and himfelf , from any imputation of
cruelty : for he would maintain it , after all,
to be the gentler of the two ; and if he feem-
ed to be more eager than ufual in this caufe,
it was not from any feverity of temper , foy
no man had Jefs of it , but out of pure humanity
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** and clemency . ” — Then after forming a moft
dreadful irpage of “ the city reduced to allies,
“ of heaps of Haughtered citizens , of the cries
“ of mothers and their infants , the violation of
a the Veftal Virgins , and the confpirators infulting
<f over the ruins of their country ; ” he affirms it
to be “ the greateft cruelty to the Republic , to
et  ffiow any lenity to the authors of fuch horrid
?c wxckednefs ; unlefs they would call L . Caefar
“ cruel , for declaring the other day in the Senate,
“ that Lentulus , who was his filler ’s hufband,
“ had deferved to die ; that they ought to be
“ afraid rather of being thought cruel for a re.
<c milfnefs of punilhing , than for any feverity

e ‘ which could be ufed againft fuch outrageous
<c enemies : that he would not conceal from them
<c what he had heard to be propagated through
€C the city , that they had not fufficient force to
“ fupport and execute their fentence : but he

affured them that all things of that kind were
“  fully provided ; that the whole body of the

people was affembled for their defence ; that the
“ Forum , the Temples , and all the avenues of
“ the Senate were pofleffed by their friends;
“ that the Equeftrian order vied with the Senate
*' itfelf in their zeal for the Republic ; whom,
cc after a diffenfion of many years , that day ’s
“ caufe had entirely reconciled and united with
st  them ; and if that union , which his Conful-
■c fhip had confirmed , was preferved and per.

^  petuated , he was confident , that no civil or

“ donieftic evil could ever again difturb thenfl'R
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“ That if any of them were Chocked by the re-
“ port of Lentulus ’s agents running up and
“ down the ftreets , and foliciting the needy and
“ filly to make fome effort for his refcue ; the fact
“ indeed was true , and the thing had been at-
tc  tempted ; but not a man was found fo defpe-
cc rate , who did not prefer the poffeflion of his
fC flhed , in which he worked , his little hut and
" bed in which he flept , to any hopes of change
“ from the public confufion : for all their fub-
“ fiftence depended on the peace and fulnefs of
“ the city ; and if their gain would be interrupted
“ by (hutting up their Ihops , how much more
“ would it be fo by burning them ? — Since the
“ people then were not wanting in their zeal and
“ duty towards them , it was their part not to be
cc wanting to the people That they had a
“ Conful fnatched from various dangers and the
“ jaws of death , not for the propagation of his
“  own life , but of their fecurity ; fuch a Conful,
" as they would not always have , watchful for
“ them , regardlefs of himfelf : they had alfo,
“ what was never known before , the whole Ro-
*' man people of one and the fame mind : that they
“ fhould reflect how one night bad aimoft demo-
“  lifhed the mighty fabric of their empire , raifed
“ by fuch pains and virtue of men , by fuch favor
“ and kindnefs of the Gods : that by their beha-
“ viour on that day they were to provide , that
“ the fame thing fhould not only never be at-
“ tempted , but not fo much as thought of again

by any citizen Lie. That as to himfelf , though
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“ he had now drawn upon him the enmity of the
|[  whole band of confpirators , he looked upon
“ them as a bafe , abjecf , contemptible faction;
“ but if , through the madnefs of any , it fhould
“ ever rife again , fo as to prevail againft the Senate
“ and the Republic , yet he fhould never be in«
“ duced to repent of his prefent condudt ; for
t!  death , with which perhaps they would threaten
“ him , was prepared for all men ; but none ever
“ acquired that glory of life , which they had con-
“ ferred upon him by their decrees : for to all
“ others they decreed thanks for having ferved the
“ Republic fuccefsfully ; to him alone for having
“ faved it . He hoped therefore , that there might
“ be fome place for his name among the Scipios,
“ Paullus , Marius , Pompeys ; unlefs it were
“ thought a greater thing to open their way to
“ new provinces , than to provide that their con-
“ querors fhould have a home at laft to return to : ,
“ that the condition however of a foreign vidtory
“ was much better than of a domeftic one ; fince
“ a foreign enemy , when conquered -, was either
“ made a Have or a friend : but when citizens
“  once turn rebels , and are baffled in their plots,

cc one can neither keep them quiet by force , nor
“ oblige them by favors : that he had undertaken
cc therefore an eternal war with all traiterous citi-
“ zens ; but was confident , that it would never
“ hurt either him or his , while the memory of
“ their pafl: dangers fubfifted , or that there could
“ be any force ffrong enough to overpower the
“ prefent union of the Senate and the Knights ,w:
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ee That in lieu therefore of the command of armies
ee and provinces , which he had declined ; of a
a  Triumph and all other honors , which he had
“  refufed , he required nothing more from them,
t(  than the perpetual remembrance of his Confulfhip:
“ while that continued fixed in their minds , he

fhould think himfelf impregnable : but if the
“ violence of the factious fhould ever defeat his
<e hopes , he recommended to him bis infant fon,
*' and trufted , that it would be a fufficient guard,
“  not only of his fafety , but of his dignity , to
“ have it remembered , that he was the fon of one,
“ who , at the hazard of his own life , had pre-
*e ferved the lives of them all. ” He concludes,
by exhorting them to “ act with the fame courage
tt. which they had hitherto fliown through all this
“ affair , and to proceed to fome refolute and vigor-
“ ous decree ; fince their lives and liberties , the
“ fafety of the City , of Italy , and the whole
ct  Empire depended upon it . ”

This fpeech had the defiredeffedl ; and Cicero,
by difcovering his own inclination , gave a turn to
the inclination of the Senate ; when Cato , one of
the new Tribunes , rofe up , and after extolling
Cicero to the Ikies 1,8, and recommending to the
affembly the authority of his example and judge¬
ment , proceeded to declare , agreeably to his temper
and principles , “ That he was furprifed to fee any

debate about the punifhment of men , who had
“ begun an adual war againft their country : that
“ their deliberation fhould be , how to fecure them-
u felves againft them , rather than how to punifli
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46 them : that other crimes might be punilhed
“ after commiffion , but unlefs this was prevented
“ before it’s effedl , it Would be vain to feek a.
“ remedy after ; that the debate was not about
45 the public revenues , or the oppreffions of the
“ allies , but about their own lives and liberties \
“  not about the difciplineor manners of the city,
“ on which he had often delivered his mind in that
4‘ place ; nor about the greatnefs or profperity of
“ their empire , but whether they or their enemies
“ fihould poflefs that empire ; and in fuch a cafe
“ there could be no room for mercy : that they
“ had long fince loft and confounded the true
“ names of things ; to give away other people ’s
“ money was called generofity : and to attempt
“ what Was criminal , fortitude . But if they mud
“ needs be generous , let it be from the fpoils of
“ the allies ; if merciful , to the plunderers of the
“ treafury ; but let them not be prodigal of the
“ blood of Citizens , and by fparing a few bad
“ deftroy all the good : That Ctefar indeed had
“ fpoken well and gravely concerning life and
u death ; taking all infernal punilhments for a
4‘ fidtion ; and ordering the criminals therefore to
“ be confined in the corporate Towns : as if there
<c was not more danger from them in thofe Towns,
“ than in Rome itfelf ; and more encouragement
“ to the attempts of the defperate , where there
“ Was lefs ftrength to refill them , fo that his pro-
“ pofal could be of no ufe , if he Was really afraid
(t  of them : but if in the general fear he alone had
w none , there was the more reafon for all the reft
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“ to be afraid for themfelves : that they were
“ not deliberating on the fate only of the confpi-
“ rators , but of Catiline ’s whole army , which
“ would be animated or dejected in proportion to
“ the vigor or remiffnefs of their decrees : That
u it was not the arms of their anceftors , which
<c made Rome fo great , but their difcipline and
“ manners , which were now depraved andcorrupt-
tc  ed : that in the extremity of danger it was aftiame
“ to fee them fo indolent and irrefolute , wanting
“ for each other to fpeak firft , and trufting , like
“ women , to the Gods , without doing any thing
“ for themfelves : that the help of the Gods was
“ not to be obtained by idle vows and fupplica-
“ tions : that fuccefs attended the vigilant , the
cc active , the provident ; and when people gave
“ themfelves up to floth and lazinefs , it was in
“ vain for them to pray ; they would find the
“ Gods angry with them : that the flagitious lives
K of the criminals confuted every argument of
“ mercy , that Catiline was hovering over them
“ with an army : while his accomplices were within
“ the walls , and in the very heart of the city;
“ fo that , whatever they determined , it could
cc not be kept fecret , which made it the more
cc neceffary to determine quickly . Wherefore

his opinion was , that fince the criminals had
“ been convicted , both by teftimony and their
“ own confeffion , of a deteftable treafon againft
“ the Republic , they fliould fuffer the punifl>
“ ment of death , according to the cuftom of their
“ anceftors 14 ”
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Cato ’s authority , added to the impreflion which
Cicero had already made , put an end to the
debate ; and the Senate applauding his vigor and
refolution ; refolved upon a decree in confequence
of it 1!° And though Silanus had firft propofed
that opinion , and was followed in it by all the
ConfularSenators , yet they ordered the decree to be
drawn in Cato ’s words , becaufe he had delivered
himfelf more fully and explicitly upon it than any
of them ISI. The vote was no fooner palled , than
Cicero refolved to put it in execution , left the
night , which was coming on , fhould produce any
new difturbance : he went direCtly therefore from
the Senate , attended by a numerous guard of
friends and citizens , and took Lentulus from the
cuftody of his kinftnan Lentulus Spinther , and
conveyed him through the Forum to the common
prifon , where he delivered him to the executioners,
who prefently ftrangled him. The other confpira-
tors , Cethegus , Statilius and Gabinius , were con¬
ducted to their execution by the Praetors , and put
to death in the fame manner , together with Cepa-
rius , the only one of their accomplices who was
taken after the examination I!1. When the affair
was over , Cicero was conducted home in a kind of
triumph by the whole body of the Senate and the
Knights ; the ftreets being all illuminated , and the
women and children at the windows , and on the
tops of houfes , to fee him pafs along through infinite
acclamations of the multitude proclaiming him their
faviour and deliverer ,i! .

This was the fifth of December , thofe celebrated
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Names , of which Cicero ufed to boaft of fo much
ever after , as the mod glorious day of his life : and
it is certain , that Rome was indebted to him on this
day for one of the greateft deliverances which it
had ever received fince it’s foundation ; and which
nothing perhaps but his vigilance and fagacity could
have fo happily effedled : for from the firft alarm
of the plot , he never refted night or day till he had
got full information of the cabals andcounfels of the
confpirators t!* : by Which he eafily baffled all their
projects , and played with them as he pleafed ; and
without any rifle to the public could draw them
on juft far enough to make their guilt manifeft,
and their ruin inevitable . But his mafter - piece
was the driving Catiline out of Rome , and teafmg
him as it were into a rebellion before ' it Was ripe,
in hopes that by carrying out with him his ac¬
complices , he would clear the city at once of the
whole faction ; or by leaving them behind with¬
out his head to manage them , would expofe them
to fure deftrudtion by their own folly : for Catiline’s
chief truft was not on the open force which he
had ‘provided in the field , but on the fuccefs
of his fecret pradtices in Rome and on making
himfelf mafter of the city ; the credit of which
would have engaged to him of couffe all the
meaner fort , and induced all others through Italy,
•who wiflied well to his caufe , to declare for him
immediately ; fo that When this apprehenfion was
over , by the feizure and punifhment of his affo-
ciates , the Senate thought the danger at an end,
and that they had nothing more to do , but to

vote
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vote thankfgivings and feftivals ; looking upon
Catiline ’s army as a crew only of fugitives , or
banditti , whom their forces were fure to deftroy
whenever they could meet with them.

But Catiline was in condition (till to make a
ftouter refiftance than they imagined : lie had filled
up his troops to the number of two legions , or about
twelve thoufand fighting men ; of which a fourth part
only was completely armed , the reft furnifhed with
what chance offered , darts , lances , clubs. He re-
fufed at firft to inlift {laves , who flocked to him in
great numbers , trufting to the proper ftrength of
his confpiracy , and knowing that he fhould quickly
have foldiers enough , if his friends performed their
part at home So that when the Conful An-
tonius approached towards him with his army , he
fhifted his quarters , and made frequent motions
and marches through the mountains , fometimes
towards Gaul , fometimes towards the City , in order
to avoid an engagement till he could hear fome news
from Rome : but when the fatal account came of
the death of Lentulus and the reft , the face of his
affairs began prefently to change , and his army to
dwindle apace , by the defertion of thofe , whom
the hopes of vi&ory and plunder had invited to
his camp. His firft attempt therefore was by long
marches and private roads through the Apenninc,
to make his efcape into Gaul : but Q . Metellus , who
had been fent thither before by Cicero , imagining
that he would take that refolution , had fecured all
the paflcs , and pofted himfelf fo advantageoufly
with an army of three Legions , that it was impoflible

Vol . I. Q,



226 THE LIFE OF

for him to force his way on that fide ; whilft
on the other , the Conful Antonius with a much
greater force blocked him up behind , and enclofed
him within the mountains ISS. Antonius himfelf
had no inclination to fight , or at leaft with Cati¬
line ; but would willingly have given him an oppor¬
tunity to efcape , had not his Quaeftor Sextius , who
was Cicero ’s creature , and his Lieutenant Petreius,
urged him on againfl: his will to force Catiline to
the neceffity of a battle 157: who feeing all things
defperate , and nothing left but either to die or
conquer , refolved to try his fortune againfl; An¬
tonius , though much the ftronger , rather than
JVetellus ; in hopes ftill , that out of regard to their
former engagements , he might poflibly contrive fome
way at laft of throwing the vidtory into his hands IS ‘.
But Antonius happened to be feized at that very
time with a fit of the gout , or pretended at leaft to
be fo , that he might have no {hare in the deftruc-
tion of an old friend ; fo that the command fell
of courfe to a much better foldier and honefter
man , Petreius , who , after a {harp and bloody
adtion , in which he loft a confiderable part of his beft
troops , deftroyed Catiline and his whole army , fight¬
ing defperately to the laftman 1' 8. They all fell in
the very ranks in which they ftood , and , as if in-
fpired with the genuine fpirit of their leader , fought
not fo much to conquer , as to fell their lives as
dear as they could , and , as Catiline had threatened
in the Senate , to mingle the public calamity with
their own ruin.

Thus ended this famed confpiracy ; in which
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fome of the greateft men in Rome were fufpeded
to be privately engaged , particularly Craffus and
Caefar : they were both influenced by the fame
motive , and might hope perhaps , by their intereft
in the city , to advance themfelvcs , in the general
confufion , to that fovereign power which they
aimed at. Craffus , who had always been Cicero ’s
enemy , by an officioufnefs of bringing letters and
intelligence to him during the alarm of the plot,
feemed to betray a confcioufnefs of fome guilt 160  j
and Csefar’s whole life made it probable , that there
could hardly be any plot in which he had not
fome fhare ; and in this there was fo general tv
fufpicion upon him , efpecially after his fpeech in
favor of the criminals , that he had fome difficulty
to efcape with life from the rage of the Knights,
who guarded the avenues of the Senate ; where he
durft: not venture to appear any more , till he entered
upon his Praetorfhip with the new year I" . Craffus
was actually accufed by one Tarquinius , who was
taken upon the road as he was going to Catiline *
and upon promife of pardon made a difeovery of
what he knew : where after confirming what the
other witneffes had depofed , he added , that he
•was fent by Craffus to Cauline , with advice to
him , not to be difeouraged by the feizure of his
accomplices , but to make the greater hafte for that
reafon to the city , in order to refeue them , and
revive the fpirits of his other friends . At the name
of Craffus the Senate was fo fhocked , that they,
would hear the man no farther ; but calling upon
Cicero to put the queftion , and take the fenfe of
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the houfe upon it , they voted Tarquinius ’s evidence
to be falfe , and ordered him to be kept in chains,
not to be produced again before them , till he would
confefs who it was that had fuborned him *‘\ Craf-
fus declared afterwards in the hearing of Salluft,
that Cicero was the contriver of this affront upon
him l>>. But that does not feem probable ; fince
it was Cicero ’s conftant maxim , as he frequently
intimates in his fpeeches , to mitigate and reclaim
all men of credit by gentle methods , rather than
make them defperate by an unfeafonable feverity;
and in the general contagion of the city , not to cut
off , but to heal every part that was curable . So
that when fome information was given likewife
againfi; Caefar, he chofe to flifle it , and could not
be perfuaded to charge him with the plot , by the
mold preffing folicitations of Catulus and Pifo,
who were both his particular enemies , the one
for the lofs of the High - Prieflhood , the other for
the impeachment above mentioned

Whilft the fenfe of all thefe fervices was frelh,
Cicero was repaid for them to the full of hiswifhes,
and in the very way that he defired , by the warm
and grateful applaufes of all orders of the city.
For befides the honors already mentioned , L.
Gellius , who had been Conful andCenfor , Paid in
a fpeech to the Senate , that the Republic owed him
a Civic Crown , for having favcd them all from
ruin 1*' : and Catulus m a full houfe declared him
the Father of his Country z“ ; as Cato likewife did
from the Roftra , with the loud acclamations of the
whole people “ 7: whence Pliny , in honor of his
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memory , cries out , Hail thou , who waft firfl fa¬
inted the Parent of thy Country 168. This title,
the mod glorious which a mortal can wear , was
from this precedent ufurped afterwards by thofe,
who of all mortals deferved it the leaft , the Em¬
perors ; proud to extort from flaves and flatterers,
what Cicero obtained from the free vote of the
Senate and People of Rome.

— — — — — — Roma parentem,
Roma Patrem Patrice Ciceronem libera dixit.

Juv . 8,

Tbec , Cicero , Rome ■while free , nor yet enthrall 'd.
To Tyrant 's ■will , thy Country’s Parent call 'd.

All the towns of Italy followed the example of
the metropolis , in decreeing extraordinary honors
to him ; and Capua in particular chofe him their
Patron , and eredted a gilt ftatue to him 16\

Sallnft , who allows him the character of an
excellent Conful , fays not a word of any of thefe
honors , nor gives him any greater fhare of praife,
than what could not be diflembled by a Hifto-
rian. There are two obvious reafons for this re-
fervednefs ; firft , the perfonal enmity , which ac¬
cording to tradition fubfifted between them ; fe-
condly , the time of publiffcing his hiftory , in the
reign of Auguftus , while the name of Cicero was
ftill obnoxious to envy . The other Conful Anto-
nius had but a fmall fhare of the thanks and honors
which were decreed upon this occafion : he was
known to have been embarked in the fame caufe

Q. 3
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with Catiline , and confidered as adting only under
a tutor , and doing penance as it were for paft of¬
fences : fo that all the notice , which was taken of
him by the Senate , was to pay him the flight
compliment above mentioned , for having removed
his late profligate companions from his friendfhip
and counfels I7 °.

Cicero made two new laws this year ; the one,
as it has beenfaid , againft bribery in eledtions ; the
other , to corredt the abufe of a privilege called Le*
gatio libera ; that is , an honorary Legation or
Embaffy , granted arbitrarily by the Senate to any
of it’s members , when they travelled abroad on
their private affairs , in order to give them a pub¬
lic charadler , and a right to be treated as Ambaf-
fadors or Magiflrates ; which , by the infolence of
thefe great guefts , was become a grievous burden
upon all the States and Cities through which they
paffed . Cicero ’s defign was to abolifh it ; but
being driven from that by one of the Tribunes,
he ' was content to reflrain the continuance of it,
which before was unlimited , to the term of one

17 Iyear
At his firft entrance into his office , L. Lucullus

was foliciting the demand of a triumph for his
vidlories over Mithridates , in which he had been
obflrudted three years fucceffively by the intrigues
of fome of the Magiflrates , who paid their court
to Pompey , by putting this affront upon his rival.
By the law and cuflom of the Republic , no Ge¬
neral , while he was in adtual command , could come
■within the gates of Rome , without forfeiting his



Commiffion , and confequently all pretenfions to a
triumph ; fo that Lucullus continued all this time
in the fuburbs , till the affair was decided . The
Senate favored his fuit , and were folicitors for
him 1” : but could not prevail , till Cicero ’s autho¬
rity at lad helped to introduce his triumphal car
into the city ; making him fome amends by this
fervice for the injury of the IManilian law , which
had deprived him of his Government . After his
triumph he entertained the whole Roman people
with a fumptuous feafl , and was much careffed by
the Nobility , as one whofe authority would be a
proper check to the ambition and power of Pompey:
but having now obtained all the honors , which he
could reafonably hope for in life , and obferving
the turbulent and didraded date of the city , he
withdrew himfelf not long after from public affairs,
to fpend the remainder of his days in a polite and
fplendid retreat 1” . He was a generous patron
of learning , and himfelf eminently learned : fo
that his houfe was the condant refort of the
principal fcholars and wits of Greece and Rome;
where he had provided a well - furnilhed library,
with porticoes and galleries annexed , for the con¬
venience of walks and literary conferences , at
which he himfelf ufed frequently to affid , giving
an example to the world of a life truly noble
and elegant , if it had not been fullied by too
great a tindure of Afiatic foftnefs and Epicurean
luxury.

After this ad of judice to Lucullus , Cicero
had an opportunity , before the expiration of his

a 4
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Confnifbip , to pay all due honor likewife to his
friend Pompey ; who , fince he laft left Rome,
had glorioufly finifbed the Piratic and the Mithri-
datic war , by the deftruction of Mithridates him-
felf : upon the receipt of which news , the Se¬
nate , at the motion of Cicero , decreed a public
thankfgiving in his name of ten days ; which was
twice as long as had ever been decreed before to
any General , even to Marius himfelf , for his
Cimbric victory ” 6.

But before we clofe the account of the memo¬
rable events of this year , we muft not omit the
mention of one , which diftinguiflied it afterwards
as a particular JEra in the annals of Rome , the
birth of Octavius , furnamed Auguftus , which hap¬
pened on the twenty -third of September . Velleius
calls it an acceffion of glory to Cicero ’s Confulfhip I77:
but it excites fpeculations rather of a different fort;
on the infcrutable methods of providence , and
the fhort fighted policy of man ; that in the mo¬
ment when Rome was preferved from deftruction,
and its liberty thought to be eftablifhed more firmly
than ever , an infant Ihould be thrown into the
•world , who , within the courfe of twenty years,
effected what Catiline had attempted , and deftroyed
both Cicero and the Republic . If Rome could
have been faved by human counfel , it would
have been faved by the fkill of Cicero : but it’s
deftiny was now approaching : for Governments,
like natural bodies , have , with the principles of
their prefervation , the feeds of ruin alfo effentially
mixt in their conftitution , which after a certain
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period begin to operate and exert themfelves to
the diffolution of the vital frame. Thefe feeds
had long been fermenting in the bowels of the
Republic ; when Oftavius came , peculiarly formed
by nature and inftrufted by art , to quicken their
operation and exalt them to their maturity.

Cicero ’s adminiftration was now at an end,
and nothing remained but to refign the Conful-
fliip , according to cuftora , in an affembly of the
people , and to take the ufual oath , of his having
difcharged it with fidelity . This was generally
accompanied with a fpeech from the expiring
Conful ; and after fuch a year , and from fuch a
fpeaker , the City was in no fmall expectation of
what Cicero would fay to them : but Metellus , one
of the new Tribunes , who affected commonly to
open their magiftracy by fome remarkable aft , as
a fpecimen of the meafures which they intended
to purfue , refolved to difappoint both the Orator
and the audience : for when Cicero had mounted
the Roftra , and was ready to perform this laft aft
of his Office , the Tribune would not fuffer him
to fpeak , or to do any thing more , than barely
take the oath ; declaring , that he , who had put
Citizens to death unheard , ought not to be
permitted to fpeak for himfelf : upon which Ci¬
cero , who was never at a lofs , inftead of pronoun¬
cing the ordinary form of the oath , exalting the
tone of his voice , fwore out aloud , fo as all the peo¬
ple might hear him , that he had faved the Republic
and the City from ruin ; which the multitude below
confirmed with an univerfal fhout , and with one
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Voice cried out , that what he had fworn was true
Thus the intended affront was turned , by his pre¬
fence of mind , to his greater honor ; and he was
conducted from the Forum to his houfe , with all pof-
fible demonftrations of refped by the whole
City.
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4lie' SECT . IV.

ClCERO being now reduced to the condi- a.  Urb. 691.
tion of a private Senator , was to take his place Cic. 4?.
on that venerable bench of Confulars , who were Coff-
juftly reckoned the firft Citizens of the Republic , S
They delivered their opinions the firft always in ^ licinius
the Senate ; and commonly determined the opi- Murena.
nions of the reft : for as they had paffed through
all the public offices, and been converfant in every
branch of the adminiftration , fo their experience
gave them great authority in all debates ; and
having little or nothing farther to exped for them-
felves , they were efteemed not only the moft know¬
ing , but , generally fpeaking , the moft difinter-
efted of all the other Senators , and to have no
other view in their deliberation , but the peace and
profperity of the Republic.

This was a ftation exadly fuited to Cicero ’s
temper and wiffies ; he defired no foreign govern¬
ments , or command of armies ; his province was
the Senate and the Forum ; to guard as it were
the vitals of the empire , and to dired all it’s coun-
fels to their proper end , the general good ; and in
this advanced poft of a Confular Senator , as in a
watch -tower of the State , to obferve each threat¬
ening cloud and rifing ftorm , and give the alarm
to his fellow - citizens from what quarter it was
coming , and by \yhat means it’s effeds might be
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prevented ' . This , as he frequently intimates,
was the only glory that he fought , the comfort
with which he flattered himfelf , that after a life of
ambition and fatigue , and a courfe of faithful fer-
vices to the Republic , he fhould enjoy a quiet and
fecure old age , beloved and honored by his coun¬
trymen , as the conftant champion and defender of
all their rights and liberties . But he foon found
lumfelf miftaken , and before he had quitted his
office , began to feel the weight of that envy,
which is the certain fruit of illuftrious merit : for
the vigor of his Confulffiip had raifed fuch a zeal
and union of all the honefl in the defence of the
laws , that till this fpirit could be broken , or fub-
fide again , it was in vain for the ambitious to aim
at any power but through the ordinary forms of
theconflitution ; efpecially while he , who was the
foul of that union , continued to flouriffi in full cre¬
dit at the head of the Senate . He was now there¬
fore the common mark not only of all the fadious,
againft whom he had declared perpetual war , but
of another party not lefs dangerous , the envious
too ; whofe united fpleen never left purfuing him
from this moment , till they had driven him out of
that City , which he had fo lately preferved.

The Tribune Metellus began the attack : a fit
leader for the purpofe ; who from the nobility of
his birth and the authority of his office , was the
mod likely to ftir up fotne ill humor againd him,
by infulting and reviling him in all his harangues,
for putting Citizens to death without a trial ; in all
which he was ftrenuoufly fupported by Csefar,
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■who pufhed him on likewife to the promulgation
offeveral peftilent laws , which gave great difturb-
ance to the Senate. Cicero had no inclination to
enter into a conteft with the Tribune , but took
fome pains to make up the matter with him by
the interpofition of the women ; particularly of
Claudia , the wife of his brother Metellus , and of
their fitter Mucia , the wife of Pompey : he em¬
ployed alfo feveral common friends to perfuade
him to be quiet , and defift from his rafhnefs;
but his anfwer was , that he was too far engaged,
and had put it out of his power 2: fo that Ci¬
cero had nothing left , but to exert all his vigor
and eloquence to repel the infolence of this petu-?
lant magiftrate.

Csefar at the fame time was attacking Catu*
lus with no lefs violence ; and being now in pof-
feffion of the Prsetorfhip ,. made it the firft a<tt of
bis office to call him to an account for embezzling
the public money in rebuilding the Capitol ; and pro-
pofed alfo a law , to efface his name from the fabric,
and grant the commiffion for finifhing what remain¬
ed to Pompey : but the Senate beftirred themfelves
fo warmly in the caufe , thatCsefar was obliged to
drop it ’. This experiment convinced the two
magiftrates , that it was not poflible for them to
make head againft the authority of the Senate,
without the help of Pompey , whom they refolved
therefore by all the arts of addrefs and flattery to
draw into their meafures . With this view Me¬
tellus publifhed a law,  to call him home with his
army in order to fettle the ftate , and quiet the public
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diforders railed by the temerity of Cicero 4; for
by throwing all power into his hands , they hoped
to come in for a fhare of it with him , or to em¬
broil him at leafl: with the Senate , by exciting
mutual jealoufies between them : but their law
was thought to be of fo dangerous a tendency,
that the Senate changed their habit upon it , as in the
cafe of a public calamity ; and by the help of fome
of the Tribunes , particularly of Cato , refolvedto
oppofe it to the utmoft of their power : fo that
as foon asMetellus began to read it to the people,
Cato fnatched it away from him ; and when he pro¬
ceeded (fill to pronounce it by heart , Minucius,
another Tribune , ftopt his mouth with his hand.
This threw the aflembly into confufion , and rail¬
ed great commotions in the City ; till the Senate
finding themfelves fupported by the better fort
of all ranks , came to a new and vigorous refolu-
tion , of fufpcnding both Cacfar and Metellus from
the execution of their offices

Csefar refolved at firfl: to a<ft in defiance of
them ; but finding a firong force prepared to con¬
trol him , thought it more advifable to retire,
and refcrve the trial of arms , till he was better
provided for it : he fbut himfclf up therefore in
his houfe , where , by a prudent and fubmiflive
behaviour he foon made his peace , and got the
decree of their fufpenfion reverfed *. ButMetellus,
as it was concerted probably between them , fled
away to his brother Fompey 7, that by mifrepre-
fenting the ftate of things at home , and offering
every thing on the part of the people , he might



M . T . CICERO. 239

w ';:
hey It
or toe
l exec
theirL
tend®
asm:

Ip oft:

hepec':
enbep
f]i,x.
his be¬
am!ri-
:Senait
ter for
i refob
iltiifc

fiance'
i to;:
j fife
■as
•efe-
i)u;fc
JOES

e»l&
■M
lie:
,hc
eif

inftil into him fome prejudices againft the immo¬
derate power of Cicero and the fenate, and engage
him, if poffible, to declare for the popular intereft,
Cicero in the mean while publifhed an invective
oration againft Metellus , which is mentioned in
his Epiftles under the title of Metellina 8: it was
fpoken in the Senate, in anfwer to a fpeech which
Metellus had made to the people , and is often
cited by Quintilian and others 9 , as extant in
their time.

The fenate having gained this victory over
Caefar and Metellus , by obliging the one to fab-
mit , the other to leave the City ; Q. Metellus
Celer , who commanded in Cifalpine Gaul , wrote
a peevifh and complaining letter to his friend
Cicero , upon their treating his brother the Tribune
fo feverely : to which Cicero anfwered with that
freedom , which a confcioufnefs of integrity natu¬
rally didates , yet with ail that humanity which
the , ftneereft friendship infpires , as the reader will
obferve from the letter itfelf , which affords many
inftrudive hints both hiftorical and moral.

M . T . Cicero to Q. Metellus Celer , Proconful.

“ You write me word, ' that confidering our
cs mutual affedion and late reconciliation , you ne-
Ci ver imagined , that you fhould be made the fab*
“ jed of public jeft and ridicule by me. I do not
“ well underhand what you mean ; yet guefs
f‘ that you have been told , that , when I was {peak*
“ ing one day in the Senate of many , who werg
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forry for my having preferved the Republic , I
; faid , that certain relations of yours , to whom
you could refufe nothing , had prevailed with
you to fupprefs what you had prepared to fay
in the Senate in praife of me : when I faid this,
I added , that in the affair of faving the ffate
I had divided the talk with you in fuch a man¬
ner , that I was to fecure the City from inteftine
dangers , you to defend Italy from the open
arms and fecret plots of our enemies ; but that
this glorious partnerlhip had been broken by
your friends , who were afraid of your making
me the lead return for the greated honors and
Cervices which you had received from me. In
the fame difeourfe , when I was deferibing the
expectation which 1 had conceived of your
fpeech , and how much I was difappointed by
it , it feemed to divert the houfe , and a mode¬
rate laugh enfued ; not upon you , but on my
midake , and the frank and ingenuous confef-
fion t>f my defire to be praifed by you . Now
in this , it mult needs be owned , that nothing
could be faid more honorably towards you,
when in the molt Aiming and illudrious part of
my life , I wanted dill to have the tedimony of
your commendation . As to what you fay of
our mutual affection , I do not know what you

; reckon mutual in friendfhip , but I take it to be
this ; when we repay the fame good offices
which we receive : Should I tell you then , that
I gave up my province for your fake , you
might judly fufpect my fincerity : it fuited my

temper
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temper and circumdances , and I find more and
“ more reafon every day to be pleafed with it t
“ but this I can tell you , that I no fooner refigned
“ i.t in an aflembly of the people , than I began to
‘k contrive how to throw it into your hands . I
“ fay nothing about the manner of drawing yout
“ lots ; but would have you Only believe , that
“ there was nothing done in it by my colleague
“ without my privity . Pray recoiled what foh*
“ lowed ; how quickly I alfembled the Senate
“ after your allotment , how much I faid in favor
“ of you , when you yourfelf told me , that my

fpeech was not only honorable to you , but
“ even injurious to your colleagues . Then as to
“ the decree which paffed that day in the Senate^
“ it is drawn in fuch a drain , that as long as it
“ fubfids , my good offices to you can never be
“ a fecret , After your departure , I defire you
'* alio to recoiled what 1 did far you in the fe-
“ nate , what I faid of you to the people , what
u 1 wrote to you myfelf ; and when you have
“ laid ali thefe things together , I leave it to you
“ to judge , whether at your lad coming to Rome
“ you made a fuitable return to them . You
“ mention a reconciliation between us ; but I do
“ not comprehend how a friendfhip can be faid
‘6 to be reconciled , which was never interrupted.
“ As to what you write , that your brother ought
“ not to have been treated by trie fo roughly for
“ a word : in the fird place , I beg of you to be-
“ iieve , that I am exceedingly pleafed with thag
“ affedionate and fraternal difpodtion of youts*

Vox,. 1. R
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“ fo full of humanity and piety ; and in the fe-
“ cond , to forgive me if in any cafe I have acted
“ againft your brother , for the fervice of the
“ Republic , to which no man can be a warmer
“ friend than myfelf : but if I have been acting
“ only on the defenfive againft his molt cruel
“ attacks , you may think yourfelf well ufed, that
“ I have never yet troubled you with any com-
“ plaints againft him. As foon as I found that
“ he was preparing to turn the whole force of his
“ Tribunate to my deftrudtion, I applied myfelf
“ to your wife Claudia , and your filter Mucia,
“ whofe zeal for my fervice I had often experi-
“ enced , on the account of my familiarity with
“ Pompey , to diffuade him from that outrage:
“ but he , as 1 am fure you have heard , on the
“ laft day of the year putfuch an affront upon me
“ when Conful , and after having faved the State,
“ as had never been offered to any Magiftrate the
“ moft traiteroufly affected, by depriving me of
“ the liberty of fpeaking to the people upon lay-
“ ing down my office. But his infult turned 011-
“ ly to my greater honor : for when he would
“ not fuffer me to do any thing more than fwear,
“ 1 fwore with a loud voice the trueft, as well as
“ the nobleft of all oaths : while the people with
“ acclamations fwore likewife , that my oath was
“ true. After fo fignal an injury , 1 fent to him
“ the very fame day fome of our common friends,
“ to prefs him to defift from his refolution of pur-
“ fuing me ; but his anfwer was , that it was
“ not then in his power : for he had faid a few
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“ days before in a fpeech to the people , that he
who had punifhed others without a hearing,

“ ought not to be fuffered to fpeak for himfelf. Wor-
“ thy Patriot , and excellent Citizen ! to adjudge
“ the man who had preferved the Senate from a
“ maffacre , the City from fire, and Italy from a war,
“ to the fame punifhment which the Senate , with
“ the confent of all honeft men , bad inflicted on
“ the authors of thofe horrid attempts . I with-
“ flood your brother therefore to his -face; and
“ on the firft of January , in a debate upon the
“ Republic , handled him in fuch a manner , as
“ to make him fenfible , that he had to do with
“ a man of courage and conftancy . . Two days
“ after , when he began again to harangue , in
“ every three words he named and threatened
“ me : nor had he any thing fo much at heart , as
“ to effect my ruin at any rate ; not by the legal
“ way of trial , or judicial proceeding , but by dint
“ of force and violence . If I had not refifted his
“ rafhnefs with firmnefs and courage , who would
“ not have thought , that the vigor of my Con-
“ fulfhip had been owing to chance , rather than
“ to virtue ? If you have not been informed , that
“ your brother attempted all this againft me , be
“ affured that he concealed from you the moft
“ material pare : but if he told you any thing of
“ it , you ought to commend my temper and pa-
“ tience , for not expoftulating with you about it:
“ but fince you muft now be fenfible , that my
“ quarrel to your brother was not , as you write,
” for a word , but a moft determined and fpiteful

R 3
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tc  defign to ruin me , pray obferve my humanity,
“ if it may be called by that name , and is not rather,
“ after fo flagrant an outrage , a bafe remiffnefs
“ and abjedtion of mind . I never propofed any
“ thing againft your brother , when there was
“ any queftion about him in the Senate ; but
“ without rifing from my feat , affented always to
“ thofe who were for treating him the moft fa-
“ vorably . I will add farther , what I ought not
“ indeed to have been concerned about , yet I was
“ not difpleafed to fee it done , and even aflifted
“ to get it done ; I mean , the procuring a decree
“ for the relief of my enemy , becaufe he was
“ your brother . I did not therefore attack your
“ brother , but defended myfelf only againft him;
“ nor has my friendftiip to you ever been variable,
“ as you write , but firm and conftant , fo as to

remain ftill the fame when it was even deferted
“ and flighted by you . And at this very time,
“ when you almoft threatened me in your letter,
“ I give you this anfwer , that I not only forgive,
“ but highly applaud your grief ; for I know , from
“ what I feel within myfelf , how great the force
“ is of fraternal love : but 1 beg of you alfo to
“ judge with the fame equity of my caufe ; and
“ if , without any ground , l have been cruelly
“ and barbaroufly attacked by your friends , to
“ allow that I ought -not only not to yield to
“ them , but on fuch an occafion to expedl the
“ help even of you and your army alfo againft
“ them . I was always defirous to have you for
*( my  friend , and have taken pains to convince
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“  you how fincerely I am yours ; I am Hill of

“ the fame mind , and fhall continue in it as long
“ as you pleafe ; and , for the love of you , will
“ fooner ceafe to hate yqur brother , than , out
“ of refentment to him , give any (hock to the
“ friendship which fubfifts between us. Adieu 1".”

Cicero , upon the expiration of his Confulfbip,
took care to fend a particular account of his
whole adminiftrjtion to Pompey ; in hopes to
prevent any wrong impreffion there from the
calumnies of his enemies , and to draw from him
fome public declaration in praife of what he had
been doing . But Pompey being informed by
Metellus and Csefar of the ill humor which was
rifing againft Cicero in Rome , anfwered him
with great coldnefs , and , inftead of paying him
any compliment , took no notice at all of what
had paffed in the affair of Catiline : upon which
Cicero expoftulates with him in the following
letter with fome little refentment , yet fo , as not
to irritate a man of the firft authority in the
Republic , and to whom all parties were forward¬
ly paying their court,

M . T . Cicero to Cn . Pompeius the Great,
Emperor 1'.

“ I had an incredible pleafure , in common
** with all people , from the public letter which

“ you fent : for you gave us in it that affurance
“ of peace , which from my confidence in you
“ alone I had always been promifing . I tnufl;

R 3
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tell you , however , that your old enemies , but
“ new friends , are extremely fhocked and dif-
“ appointed at it. As to the particular letter
“ which you fent to me , though it brought me
“ fo flight an intimation of your friendfhip , yet
" it was very agreeable : for nothing is apt to
£c give me fo much fatisfadfion , as the confciouf-
“ nefs af my fervices to my friends ; and if at
4‘ any time they are not requited as they ought
“ to be , I am always content that the balance
e‘ of the account fhould reft on my fide. I make
“ no doubt , however , but that , if the diftinguilh-
>e ed zeal , which I have always fhovvn for your
* interefts , has not yet fufficiently recommended
“ me to you , the public intereft at leaft will con-
<c ciliate , and unite us. But that you may not
“ be at a lofs to know what it was which I ex-

pedted to find in your letter , 1 will tell it you
“ frankly , as my own nature and our friendfhip
“ require . I expedted , out of regard both to
“ the Republic and to our familiarity , to have
c‘ had fome compliment or congratulation from
e‘ you on what I lately adted in my Confulfhip;
6S which you omitted , I imagine , for fear of giv-
“ ing dffenCe to Certain perfons : but I would
ec have you to know , that the things which I
“ have been doing for the fafety of my country,
“ are ' applauded by the teftimony and judgment

of the whole earth ; and when you come a-
“ mbngft us , you will find them done with fo
■* itiuch prudence atld greatnefs of mind , that
ic  Vbu , who are much fuperior to Scipio , wifi
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“ admit me, who am not much inferior to Ltelius,
“ to a lhare both of your public counfels and
“ private friendfhip . Adieu 11. 1’

Soon after Catiline ’s defeat , a frelh inquiry
was fet on foot at Rome againft the reft of his
accomplices , upon the information of one L.
Vettius ; who , among others , impeached J. Cxfar
before Novius Niger the Quaeftor , as Q . Curius
alfo did in the Senate ; where , for the fecret
intelligence , which he had given very early
to Cicero , he claimed the reward which had
been offered to the firft difcoverer of the plot . He
affirmed , that what he depofed againft Caefar was
told to him by Catiline himfelf ; and Vettius offered
to produce a letterto Catilinein Caefar’s own hand.
Caefar found fome difficulty to repel fo bold an
accufation , and was forced to implore the aid and
teftimony of Cicero to prove that he alfo had given
early information of Catiline ’s defigns : but by his
vigor and intereft in the City , he obtained a full
revenge at laft upon his accufers ; for he deprived
Curius of the reward , and got Vettius committed to
prifon , after he had been miferably handled , and al-
inoft killed by the mob ; nor content with this , he im-
prifonedthe Ouaeftor Novius too , for fufferingafupe-
rior magiftrate to be arraigned before him

Several others , however , of confiderablerank were
found guilty and banilhed ; fome of them not
appearing to their citation , others after a trial;
viz . M . Porcius Lecca , C . Cornelius , L . Vargun-
teius , Servius Sylla , and P . Autronius , &c. The
laft of thefe , who loft the Confullhip four years

R 4
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before , upon a conviction of bribery , bad been
Cicero ’s fchool -fellow , and colleague in the Quxf-
toi fhip ; and foliated him with many tears to under¬
take his defence : but Cicero not only refufed to
defend him , but , from the knowledge of his
guilt , appeared as a witnefs againft him

P . Sylla alfo , Autronius ’s partner and feliow-
fufferer in the caufe of bribery , was now tried
for confpiring twice with Catiline ; once , when the
jdot proved abortive ~ foon after his former trial;
and a iecond time , in Cicero ’s Confulflnp : he
was defended in the firft by Hortenfius , in the
laft by Cicero . The profecutor was Torquatus,
the fon of his former accufer , a young : noble¬
man of great parts and fpirit ; who ambitious of
the triumph of ruining an enemy , and fearing that
Cicero would fnatch it from him , turned his raille¬
ry againft Cicero inftead of Sylla ; and to take
off the influence of his authority , treated his cha?
radter with great petulance , and employed every
topic which could raife an odium and envy upon
him : he called him a King , who affumed a
power to fave or deftroy , juft as he thought fit;
laid , that he was the third foreign King who had
reigned in Rome after Numa and Tarquinius;
and that Sylla would have run away and never
Rood a trial , if he had not undertaken his caufe:
whenever he mentioned the plot and the danger
pf it , it was with fo low and feeble a voice , that
none but the judges could hear him ; but when he
fpoke of the prifon and the death of the confpirators,
jie uttered it in fo loud and lamentable a ftrain , as
to make the whole Forum ring \yith it ’*.
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Cicero therefore , in his reply , was put to the
trouble of defending himfelf , as well as his client.
“ As to Torquatus ’s calling him a foreigner , on
cc the account of his being born in one of the
cc corporate Towns of Italy , he owns it ; and
tc  in that Town , ” he fays , “ whence the Republic
“ had been twice preferved from ruin ; and was
cc glad that he had nothing to reproach him with,
“  but what affe & ed not only the greateft part,

f - but the greateft men of the City ; Curius,

“ Coruncanius , Cato , Marius , &c. but fince he
<c had a mind to be witty , and would needs
“ make him a foreigner , why did not he call
“ him a foreign Conful , rather than a King;
“ for that would have been much more won-
“ derful , fince foreigners had been Kings , but
“ never Confuls of Rome . He admonilhes
“ him , who was now in the courfe of his pre-
“ ferment , not to be fo free of giving that title
“ to Citizens , left he fliould one day feel the
“ refentment and power of fuch foreigners : that
“ if the Patricians were fo proud , as to treat him
“ and the judges upon the bench as foreigners ,
“ yet Torquatus had no right to do it , whofe
“ mother was of Afculum Do not call me
“ then Foreigner any more , ’’ fays he, “ left it turn
“ upon yourfelf ; nor a King , left you be laughed
“ at ; unlefs you think it kingly , to live fo
“ as not to be a Have , not only to any man,
“ but even to any appetite ; to contemn all
“ fenfual pleafures ; to covet no man’s gold or
f‘  fdver , or any thing elfe ; to fpeak one ’s mind
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“ freely in the Senate ; to confult the good,
“ rather than the humor of the people ; to
“  give way to none , but to withftand many:
“  If you take this to be kingly I confefs myfelf
ce a King : but if the infolence of my power , if
“ my dominion , if any proud or arrogant fay-
“ ing of mine provokes you , why do not yon
“ urge me with that , rather than the envy of a
“ name , and the contumely of a groundlefs
“ calumny ? ” — He proceeds to Ihow , “ that his
“ kingdom , if it mull be called fo , was of fo
“ laborious a kind , that there was not a man
“ in Rome who would be content to take his
“ place 17. ” He puts him in mind , “ that
“ he was difpofed to indulge and bear with his
“ pertnefs , out of regard to his youth and to
“ his father — though no man had ever thrown
“ the flightell afperfion upon him , without being
“ chaftifed for it —but that he had no mind to
“ fall upon one whom he could fo eafily van-
“ quilh ; who had neither ftrength , nor age,
“ nor experience enough for him to contend
“ with : he advifed him however not to abufe
“ his patience much longer , left he fhould be
“ tempted at laft to draw out the ftings of his
“ fpeech againft him ” As to the merits of
the caufe , though there was no pofitive proof,
yet there were many ftrong prefumptions againft
Sylla , with which his adverfary hoped to opprefs
him : but Cicero endeavoured to confute them,
by appealing “ to the tenor and character of his
“ life ; pro telling in the ftrongeft terms , that
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“ lie , who had been the fearcher and dete&or
“ of the plot , and had taken fuch pains to get
“ intelligence of the whole extent of it , had
“ never met with the leaf! hint or fufpicion of
“ Sylla’s name in it ; and that he had no other
“ motive for defending him , but a pure regard
“  to juftice ; and as he had refufed to defend
“ others , nay , had given evidence againft them
“ from the knowledge of their guilt , fo he had
“ undertaken Sylla’s defence through a per-
“ fuafion of his innocence IS. ” Torquatus for
want of diredt proof , threatened to examine
Sylla’s flaves by torture : this was fometimes
pradtifed upon the demand of the Profec.utor;
but Cicero obferves upon it , “ that the effedl of
“ thofe torments was governed always by the
“ conftitution of the patient , and the firmnefs
“ of his mind and body ; by the will and plea-
“ fure of the torturer , and the hopes and fears
“ of the tortured ; and that in moments of fo
“ much anguilh there could be no room for
“ truth : he bids them put Sylla’s life to the
“ rack , and examine that with rigor ; whether
“ there was any hidden luff , any latent treafon,
“ any cruelty , any audacioufnefs in it : that
“ there could be no miftake in the caufe , if the
“ voice of his perpetual life , which ought to be
“ of the greateft weight , was but attended
“ to 40. ” Sylla was acquitted ; but Cicero
had no great joy from his victory , or comfort
in preferving fuch a Citizen , who lived after¬
wards in great confidence with Ctefar , and corn-
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manded his right wing in the battle of Pharfa-
lia’ 1; and ferved him afterwards in his power,
as he had before ferved his kinfman Sylla , in ma¬
naging his confifcations and the fale of the forfeited
eftates.

About the time of this trial Cicero bought a
houfe of M . Craffus , on the Palatine hill , ad¬
joining to that in which he had always lived with
his father , and which he is now fuppofed to
have given up to his brother Quintus . The
houfe coft him near thirty thoufand pounds , and
feems to have been one of the noblefb in Rome;
it was built about thirty years before by the fa¬
mous Tribune , M . Livius Drufus ; on which oc-
cafion we are told , that when the architect promifed
to build it for him in fuch a manner , that none
of his neighbours fhould overlook him : But if you
have any fkill , replied Drufus , contrive it rather
fo , that all the world may fee what I am doing 11.
It was fituated in the moft confpicuous part of the
city , near to the centre of all bufinefs , overlook¬
ing the Fprum and the Roflra ; and what made it
the more fplendid , was it’s being joined to a Por¬
tico or Colonade , called by the name of Catulus;
who build it out of the Cimbric fpoils , on that
area where Flaccus formerly lived , whofe houfe
was demolilhed by public authority for his feditious
practices with C. Gracchus I!. In this purchafe
he followed the Rule which he recommends in his
Offices , with regard to the habitation of a principal
Citizen ; that his dignity fhould be adorned by his
houfe , but not derived from itwhere  he menti-
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ons feveral inftances of great men, who by the
fplendor of their houfes on this very hill , which
were conftantly ftriking the eyes of the people,
and imprinting a notion of their magnificence,
made their way the more eafily to the higheft
honors of the Republic.

A . Gellius tells us , that having refolved to buy
the houfe , and wanting money to pay for it, he
borrowed it privately of his client Sylla , when he
was under profecution ; but the ftory taking wind,
and being charged upon him , he denied both the
borrowing and defign of purchafing , yet foon after
bought the houfe; and when he was reproached with
the denial of it, replied only laughing , that they
muft be fools to imagine , that when he had refolved
to buy , he would raife competitors of the purchafe
by proclaiming it 1!.

The ftory was taken probably from fome of
the fpurio»s collections of Cicero ’s Jeffs ; which
were handed about not only after his death , but
even in his life-time , as he often complains to his
friends 1"; for it is certain , that there could be
nothing dilhonorable in the purchafe , fince it was
tranfaded fo publicly , that before it was even
concluded , one of his friends congratulated him
upon it by letter from Macedonia 17. The truth
is , and what he himfelf does not diffemble , that
he borrowed part of the money to pay for it , at fix
per cent . ; and fays merrily upon it , that he was
now fo plunged in debt , as to be ready for a plot,
but that the confpirators would not truft him
It railed indeed fome cenfure . upon his vanity,

i
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for purchafing fo expenfive a houfe with borrow¬
ed money : but IVleffala, the Conful , happening
foon after to buy Autronius ’s houfe at a greater
price , and with borrowed money too , it gave him
fome pleafure , that he eould juftify himfelf by the
example of fo worthy a IYlagiftrate : By IYIeffala’s
purchafe , fays he , lam thought to have made a
good bargain ; and men begin to be convinced that
we may ufe the wealth of our friends , in buying what
contributes to our dignity 29.

But the mod remarkable event which happened
in the end of this year , was the pollution of the
myfteries of the Bona Dea , or the Good Goddefs
by P . Clodius ; which by an unhappy train of
confequences , not only involved Cicero in an
unexpected calamity , but feems to have given the
fir ft blow towards the ruin of the Republic.
Clodius was now Quteftor , and by that means a
Senator ; defcended from the nobleft family in
R ome , in the vigor of his age , and a graceful
perfon , lively wit , and flowing eloquence ; but
with all the advantages of nature he had a mind
incredibly vicious ; was fierce , infolent , audaci¬
ous , but above all , moft profligately wicked,
and an open contemner of Gods and men ; valu¬
ing nothing , that either nature or the laws al¬
lowed ; nothing , but in proportion as it was de-
fpcrate and above the reach of other men ; dif-
daining even honors in the common forms of
the Republic ; nor relifhing pleafures , but what
were ampious , adulterous , inceftuous s°. He
had an intrigue with Cadar ’s wife Pompeia , who,



M . T . CICERO. 255

botrcj
PF:
poi
mb
iltyfs
llefii
E3&1

ctlfik
:»»k

ippffi
lolfe
3oHi
raine
in a:

enthe
public
ntati-

gnctf-
:t;fc
juiri
jnis
r$
i ti;'

ud
ffij!
ft

according to annual cuftom , was now celebrating
in her houfe thofe awful and myftic facrifices of the
Goddefs , to which no male creature was ever ad¬
mitted , and where every thing mafculine was fo
fcrupuloufly excluded , that even pictures of that
fort were covered during the ceremony 5I. This
was a proper fcene for Clodius ’s genius to act
upon; an  opportunity of daring , beyond what
man had ever dared before him : the thought of
mixing the impurity of his lulls with the fanCfity
of thefe venerable rites flattered his imagination
fo ftrongly , that he refolved to gain accefs to his
miftrefs in the very midft of her holy miniftry.
With this view he drelTed himfelf in a woman ’s
habit , and by the benefit of his fmooth face,
and the introduction of one of the maids , who was
in the fecret , hoped to pafs without difcovery :
but by fome miftake between him and his guide,
he loft his way when he came within the houfe,
.and fell in unluckily among the other female
fervants , who detecting him by his voice , alarm¬
ed the whole company by their fhrieks , to the
great amazement of the matrons , who prefently
threw a veil over the facred myfteries , while Clo-
dius found means to efcape by the favor of fome
of the damfels 3\

The ftory was prefently fpread abroad , and
raifed a general fcandal and horror through the
whole city : in the vulgar , for the profanation
of a religion held the molt facred of any in Rome;
in the better fort , for it’s offence to good man¬
ners , and the difcipline of the Republic . Ccefar
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put away his wife upon it ; and the honeft of
ail ranks were for pufhing this advantage againft
Clodius as far as it would go * in hopes to free
tbemfelves by it of a citizen , who by this, *as
well as other fpecimens of his audacioufnefs , feemed
born to create much difturbance to the State " . It
had been the conftant belief of the populace , that
if any man fhould ever pry into thefe mylieries,
he would be inftantly ftruck blind : But it was
not poffible , as Cicero fays , to know the truth
of it before , fmce no man , but Clodius , had
ever ventured upon the experiment : though it
was now found , as he tells him , that the blind-
nefs of the eyes was converted to that of themind

A. Urb. 692. The affair was foon brought before the Senate;
Cic. 46. where it Was refolved , to refer it to the College

Coff. of Priefts , Who declared it to be an abominable
M. Pupius im piety ; ' upon which the Confuls were ordered

’ to provide a law for bringing Clodius to a trial
us Mess ala . ôr ’*• before the people " . But O - Fufius Calenus

One of the Tribunes , fupported by all the Clodian
fadtion , fwould not permit the law' to be offered
to the fuffrage of the Citizens . This raifed a
great ferment in the city , while the Senate adhered
to their former refolution , though the Confut
Pifo ufed all his endeavours to divert them from
it , and Clodius in an abjedt manner threw himfelf
at the feet of every Senator ; yet after a fecond
debate in a full houfe , there were fifteen only
who voted on Clodius ’s fide , and four hundred
diredlly . againft him ; fo that a frefh decree palled,

td
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to order the Confuis to recommend the law to
the people with all their authority , and that no
other bufmefs fhould be done , till it was carried ss:
but this being likely to produce great diforders,
Hortenfius propofed an expedient , which was
accepted by both parties , that the Tribune Eufius
fhould publilh a law for the trial of Clodius by
the Praetor with a felecl bench of judges . The
only difference between the two laws was , whether
he fhould be tried by the people , or by particular
judges : but this , fays Cicero , was eVery thing.
Hortenfius was afraid , left he fhould efcape in the
fquabble , without any trial ; being perfuaded,
that no judges could abfolve him , and that a
fword of lead , as he faid , would deftroy him:
But the Tribune knew that in fuch a trial there
would be room for intrigue , both in chufing and
corrupting the judges , which Cicero likewife
forefaw from the firft ; and wifhed therefore to
leave him rather to the effecft of that odium , in
which his character then lay , than bring him to
a trial where he had any chance to efcape J7«

Clodius ’s whole defence was , to prove himfelf
abfent at the time of the fadt ; for which purpofe
he produced men to fwear , that he was then at
Interamna , about two or three days journey from
the city . But Cicero being called upon to give his
teftimony , depofed , that Clodius had been with
him that very morning at his houfe in Rome J\
As foon as Cicero appeared in the court , the Clo-
dian mob began to infult him with great rudenefs;
but the judges rofe up, and received him with fuch

Vol . 1. S
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refpedl , that they prefently fecured him from all
farther affronts ’9. Crefar , who was the molt
particularly interefted in the affair , being fummon-
ed alfo to give evidence , declared , that he knew
nothing at all of the matter ; though his mother
Aurelia and fitter Julia , who were examined before
him , had given a punctual relation of the whole
fadt ; and being interrogated , how he came then
to part with his wife ? he replied , that all who
belonged to him ought to be free from fufpicion
as well as guilt 4°. He faw very well how the
thing was like to turn , and had no mind to
exafperate a man ofClodius ’s character , who might
be of good fervice to him for the advancement of
his future projects . Plutarch fays , that Cicero
himfeif was urged on to this adt againft his will,
by the importunity of his wife : a fierce, imperious
dame , jealous of Clodius ’s fitter , whom fhe fuf-
pedted of fome defign to get Cicero from her,
which by this ftep fhe hoped to make defperate.
The ftory does not feem improbable ; for before
the trial , Cicero owns himfeif to be growing every
day more cool and indifferent about it ; and in
his railleries with Clodius after it , touches upon
the forward advances which his fitter had made
towards him ; and at the very time of giving his
teftimony , did it with no fpirit , nor faid any
thing more , as he tells us , than what was fo well
known , that he could not avoid faying it +\

The judges feemed to adt at firft with great
gravity ; granted every thing that was afked by
the profecutors ; and demanded a guard to pro-
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tecl them from the mob : which the Senate readily
ordered , with great commendation of their pru¬
dence : but when it came to the iflue , twenty -five
only condemned , while thirty - one abfolved him.
Craflus is laid to have been Clodius ’s chief ma¬
nager , in tampering with the judges ; employing
every art and inftrument of corruption , as it fuited
the different tempers of the men ; “ and where
£f money would not do , offering even certain
" ladies and young men of quality to their plea-
“ fure. Cicero fays , that a more fcandalous com-
cc pany of lharpers never fat down at a gaming-
“ table ; infamous Senators , beggarly Knights,
“ with a few honeft men among them , whom
“ Clodius could not exclude ; who in a crew fo
“ unlike to themfelves , fat with fad arid mourn-

ful faces , as if afraid of being infetfted with
“ the contagion of their infamy ; and that Catu-
“ lus , meeting one of them , afked him , what
“ they meant by defiring a guard ? were they
“ afraid of being robbed of the money which
“ Clodius had given them 4i ?”

This tranfadion however gave a very ferious
concern to Cicero , who laments , cc that the firm
“ and quiet ftate of the Republic , which he had
“ eftablilhed in his Confulfhip and which feemed
“ to be founded in the union of all good men,
M was now loll and broken , if fome Deity did not
“ interpofe , by this fingle judgment ; if that,”
fays he , “ can be called a judgment , for thirty of
“ the moll contemptible fcoundrels of Rome to
“ violate all that is juft and facred for the fake of

S -4
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” money ; and vote that to be falfe , which all
“ the world knows to be true . ” As he looked
upon himfelf to be particularly affronted by a fen-
tence , given in flat contradi &ion to his teftimony,
fo he made it his bufmefs on all occafions to dif-
play the iniquity of it , and to fling the feveral
adtors in it with all the keennefs of his raillery ” .
In a debate foon after in the Senate on the ftate
of the Republic , taking occafion to fall upon this
affair , he “ exhorted the Fathers not to be difcou-
“ raged for having received one Angle wound;
“ which was of fuch a nature , that it ought nei-
“ ther to be diffembled , nor to be feared ; for to
“ fear it , was a meannefs : and not to be fenflble
c‘ of it , a ftupidity : That Lentulus was twice ac-
“ quitted Catiline alfo twice ; and this man was
“ the third , whom a bench of judges had let
“ loofe upon the Republic . But thou art mif-
“ taken , Clodius , ” Atys he ; “ the judges have not
“ referved thee for the city , but for a prifon :
“ they deAgned thee no kindnefs by keeping thee
“ at home , but to deprive thee of the benefit of
“ an exile . Wherefore , Fathers , roufe your ufual
“ vigor ; refume your dignity ; there fubfifts ftill
“ the fame union among the honeft ; they have
“ had indeed a frefli fubject of mortification , yet
“ their courage is not impaired by it : no new
“ mifchief has befallen us ; but that only , which
“ lay concealed , is now difcovered , and by the
“ trial of one defperate man many others are
“ found to be as bad as he **.”

Clodius , not caring- to encounter Cicero by
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formal fpeeches , chofe to teafe him with raillery,
and turn the debate into ridicule . You are a fine
Gentleman indeed , fays he , and have been at
Baiae. That ’s not fo fine , replied Cicero , as to be
caught at the myfteries of the Goddefs . But what,
fays he , has a clown of Arpinum to do at the
hot wells ? Aik that friend of yours , replied
Cicero , who had a month ’s mind to your Arpinum
clown’ 5: You have bought a houfe , fays he te:
You fhould have faid , Judges , replied Cicero :
Thofe judges , fays he , would not believe you
upon your oath : Yes , replied Cicero , twenty-
five of them gave credit to me ; while the reft
would not give any to you , but made you pay
your money beforehand . This turned the laugh
fo ftrongly on Cicero ’s fide , that Clodius was con-
founded , and forced to fit down 47. But being now
declared enemies , they never met without fome
ftrokes of this kind upon each other ; which , as
Cicero obferves , muft needs appear flat in the nar¬
ration , fince all their force and beauty depended
on the fmartnefs of the contention , and the fpirit
with which they were delivered 4*.

The prefent Confuls were M . Pupius Pifo and
AT. Meffala ; the firft of whom , as foon as he en¬
tered into office , put a flight affront upon Cicero)
for his opinion having been alked always the firft
by the late Confuls , Pifo called upon him only
the fecond , on Catulus the third , Hortenfius the
fourth : This , he fays , did not difpleafe him,
fince it left him more, at liberty in his voting;
and freed him from the obligation of any complah

S 3
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fance to a man whom he defpifed 4\ This Confu!
was warmly in the intcrefts of Clodius ; not fo
much out of friendlhip , as a natural inclination
to the worR fide : for according to Cicero ’s ac¬
count of him , be was a man “ of a weak and
“ wicked mind ; a churlilh , captious fneerer,
“ without any turn of wit ; and making men
“ laugh by his looks rather than jeRs ; favoring
“ neither the popular , nor the ariRocratical party;
“ from whom no good was to be expected , be-
“ caufe he wiflied none ; nor hurt to be feared,
“ becaufe he durR do none ; who would have
“ been more vicious , by having one vice the lefs,
“ Roth and lazinefs , &c. Cicero frankly ufed
the liberty , which this Conful ’s behaviour allowed
him , of delivering his fentiments without any
referve ; giving Pifo himfelf no quarter , but ex-
pofing every thing that he did and faid in favor
of Clodius , in fuch a manner , as to hinder the
Senate from decreeing to him the province of
Syria , which had been defigned and in a manner
promifed to him The other Conful , Meffala,
was of a quite different character ; a firm and ex¬
cellent magiRrate , in the true intereRs of his coun¬
try , and a conRant admirer and imitator of
Cicero 5\

About this time Cicero is fuppofed to have
made that elegant oration , Rill extant , in the de¬
fence of his old Preceptor , the Poet Archias : he
expe &ed for his pains an immortality of fame from
the praife of Archias ’s mufe ; but by a contrary
fate of things , inRead of deriving any addition of



glory from Archias ’s compofitions , it is wholly
owing to his own , that the name of Archias has
not long ago been buried in oblivion . From the
great character given by him of the talents and
genius of this Poet , we cannot help regretting the
entire lofs of his works : he had fung in Greek
verfe the triumnhs of Marius over the Cimbri , and
of Lucullus over Mithridates ; and was now
attempting the Confullhip of Cicero ” : but this
perifiied with the reft , or was left rather unfinilhed
and interrupted by his death , fwce  we find no
farther mention of it in any of Cicero’s late^
writings.

Pompey the Great returned to Rome about
the beginning of this year , in the height of bis
fame and fortunes , from the Mithridatic war . T he
city had been much alarmed about him by various
reports from abroad , and feveral tumults at home ;
where a general apprehenfion prevailed , of his
coming at the head of an army to take the govern¬
ment into his hands s+. It is certain , that he had it
now in his power to make himfelf Mafler of the
Republic , without the hazard even of a war , or
any oppofxtion to control him. Cacfar, with the
Tribune Metellus , was inviting him to it , and had
no other ambition at prefent than to ferve under
him : but Pompey was too phlegmatic to be eafily
induced to fo defperate a refolution ; or feems
rather indeed to have had no thoughts at all of that
fort , but to have been content with the rank
which he then polTeffed , of the firft Citizen of
Rome , without a rival . He had lived in a perpe-

S 4
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tual courfe of fuccefs and glory , without any flur
either from the Senate or the people , to infpire
him with fentiments of revenge , or to give him
a pretence for violent , meafures ; and he was per-
fuaded , that the growing diforders of the city
would foon force all parties to create him Dictator,
for the fettlement of the ftate ; and thought it of
more honor to his character to obtain that power
by the confent of his citizens , than to extort it
from them by violence . But whatever apprehen-
fions were conceived of him before his coming,
they all vanilhed at his arrival ; for he no fooner
fetfoot in Italy , than he difbanded his troops , giving
them orders only to attend him in his Triumph;
and with a private retinue purfued his journey to
Rome , where the whole body of the people came
out to receive him with all imaginable gratulations
and expreffions of joy for his happy return

By his late victories he had greatly extended
the barrier of the empire into the continent of
Afia , having added to it three powerful King¬
doms “ , Pontus , Syria , Bithynia , which he
reduced to the condition of Roman Provinces;
leaving all the other Kings and nations of the Eaft
tributary to the Republic , as far as the Tigris.
Among his other conquefts he took the city of
Jerufalem , by the opportunity of a contefl about
the crown between the two brothers Hircanus and
Ariftobulus : The lower Town was furrendered to
him with little or no oppofition ; but theFortrefs
of the Temple coft him a fiege of three months;
nor would he have taken it thenfo eafily , as Dio tells
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us 17, had it not been for the advantage , that the
befieged gave him by the obfervance of their weekly
Sabbaths , on which they abftained fo religioufly
from all work , as to negled even their neceffary
defence . He ft owed great humanity to the people,
and touched no part of the facred treafure , orveffels
of gold , which were of an immenfe value S! ;
yet was drawn by his curiofity into fuch a profa^
nation of their Temple , as mortified them more
than all that they had buffered by the war : for in
taking a view of the buildings , he entered with
his officers , not only into the Holy Place where none
but the Priefts , but into the Holy of Holies , where
none but the High Prieft was permitted by the
law to enter : by which ad , as a very eminent
writer , more pioufly perhaps than judicioufly
remarks , he drew upon himfelf the curfeofGod,
and never profpered afterwards He carried
Ariftobulus and his children prifoners to Rome?
for the ornament of his Triumph ; and fettled
Hircanusin the government and the High Priefthood,
but fubjed to a tribute . Upon the receipt of the
public letters , which brought the account of his
fuccefs , the Senate palled a decree , that , on all
feftival days , he ftould have the privilege to wear a
laurel crown with his General ’s robe ; and in the
Equeftrian races of the Circus , his triumphal habit:
an honor , which when he had once ufed , to ftow
his grateful fenfe of it , he ever after prudently
declined ; fince without adding any thing to his
power , it could ferve only to increafe the envy*
which many were endeavouring to flir up againft
him



266 THE LIFE OF

On the merit of thefe great fervices he did many
ads abroad of a very extraordinary nature ; gave
what laws he pleafed to the whole Eaft ; diftri-
buted the conquered countries at difcretion to the
Kings and Princes who had ferved him in the
wars ; built twenty - nine new cities , or colonies;
and divided to each private foldier about fifty
pounds fterling , and to his officers in proportion,
fo that the whole of his donative is computed to
amount to above three millions of our money ei.

His firfl bufinefs therefore after his return , and
what he had much at heart , was to get thefe acts
ratified by public authority . The popular facflion
promifed him every thing , and employed all their
fldll to divert him from an union with Cicero and
the Senate , and had made a confxderable impref-
fion upon him : but he found the (late of things
Very different from their reprefentations , faw
Cicero (fill in high credit ; and by his means the
authority of the Senate much refpeded ; which
obliged him to ufe great management , and made
him fo cautious of offending any fide , that he
pleafed none . Cicero fays of his firft fpeech , that
it was neither agreeable to the poor , nor relifhed by
the rich ; difappointed the feditious , yet gave no
fatisfadion to the honeft “ . As he happened to
come home in the very heat of Clodius ’s affair, fo
he was prefently urged by both parties to declare
for the one and the other . Fufius , a bufy fadious
Tribune , demanded of him before the people , what
he thought of Clodius ’s being tried by the Praetor and
3 bench of Judges ? To which he anfwered very
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ariflocratically , as Cicero calls it ; That he had ever
taken the authority of the Senate to be of the greateft
weight in all cafes. And when the Conful Meffala
alked him in the Senate , what his opinion was of
that profanation of religion , and the law propofed
about it ? he took occafion , without entering into
particulars , to applaud in general all that the Senate
had done in it ; and upon fitting down , told Cicero,
who fat next to him , that he had now faid enough,
he thought , to fignify his fentiment of the matter

CrafTus obferving Pompey ’s referve , refolved
to pufh him to a more explicit declaration , or to
get  the better of him at leafl: in the good opinion
of the Senate ; rifmg up therefore to fpeak , he
launched out , in a very high ftrain , into the praifes
of Cicero ’s Confulfliip ; declaring himfelf indebted to
it , for his being at that time a Senator and a Citizen;
nay , for his very liberty and his life ; and that as
often as he faw his wife , his family , and his country,
fo often he faw his obligations to Cicero . This
difcompofed Pompey , who was at a lofs to under-
ftand Craffus’s motive ; whether it was to take the
benefit of an opportunity which he had omitted , of
ingratiating himfelf with Cicero ; or that he knew
Cicero ’s ads to be in high efteem , and the praife of
them very agreeable to the Senate ; and it piqued
him the more , for it’s coming from a quarter,
whence it was leaft to be expeded ; from one,
whom Cicero out of regard to him had always
treated with a particular flight . The incident how*
ever , railed Cicero ’s fpirits , and made him exert
himfelf before his new hearer , Pompey , with all
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the pride of his eloquence- : his topics were , the
firmnefs and gravity of the Senate ; the concord of the
Equeftrian order ; the concurrence of all Italy ; the
lifelefs remains of a baffled confpiracy ; the peace and
plenty which had fince fucceeded : all which he
difplayed with his utmoft force , to let Pompey fee
his afcendant ftill in that affembly , and how much
he had been impofed upon by the accounts of his
new friends *\ Pompey likewife on his fide

began prefently to change his tone , and affeded
on all public occafions to pay fo great a court to
Cicero , that the other faction gave him the nick¬
name of Cnseus Cicero : and their feeming union
was fo generally agreeable to the city , that they
were both of them conflantly clapped , whenever
they appeared in the Theatre , without a hifs from
any quarter Yet Cicero eafily difcovered that all
this outward civility was but feigned and artificial;
that he was full of envy within , and had no good
intentions towards the public ; nothing candid or
fincere ; nothing great , generous , or free in
him **•

There was one point which Pompey refolved
to carry this fummer , againft the univerfal incli¬
nation of the city ; the eledion of L. Afranius , one
of his creatures to the Confnlfiiip : in which he
fights , fays Cicero , neither with authority , nor in-
tereft , but with what Philip of Macedon took
every fortrefs , into which he could drive a loaded
afs >7. Plutarch fays , that he himfelf diftributed the
money openly in his own gardens : but Cicero
mentions it as a current report , that the Conjul



Pifo had undertaken to divide it at his houfe:
which gave birth to two new laws , drawn up by
Cato and his brother in law Domitius Ahenobarbus,
and fuppofed to be levelled at the Conful ; the one
of which gave a liberty to fearch the houfes even
of Magiftrates , on informations of bribery ; the
other declared all thofe enemies to the State , at
whofe houfes the dividers of money were found **.
Pompey however obtruded Afranius upon the city,
by which he difgufted ail the better fort both of
the Senate and people

He had been making preparation all this
fummer for his Triumph , which he deferred to his
birth -day , the thirtieth of September ; having refided
in the mean while , as ufual , in the fuburbs : fo
that the Senate and people , in compliment to him,
held their affemblies generally , during that time,
without the walls ; forne of which are mentioned
to have been in the Flaminian Circus 7°. His
Triumph lafted two days , and was the moft fplendid
which had ever been feen in Rome : he built a
Temple to Minerva out of the fpoils , with an
infcription giving a fummary of his victories : That
he had finilhed a war of thirty years , had
vanquilhed , flain , and taken two millions , one
hundred and eighty - three thoufand men ; funk or
taken eight hundred and forty -lix fhips ; reduced
to the power of the Empire a thoufand five hundred
and thirty -eight towns and fortrelfes ; and fubdued
all the countries between the lake Maeotis and
the Red Sea 7I.

Quintus Cicero , who , by the help and intereft
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of his brother , was following him at a proper
diftance , through all the honors of the State,
having been Pnetor the laftyear , now obtained the
government of Alia ; a rich and noble Province,
comprehending the greateft part of what is called
Afia Minor . Before he went to take poffeffion of
it , he earneflly prelfed Atticus , whofe fitter he
married , to go along with him as one of his Lieu¬
tenants ; and refented his refufal fo heinoufly , that
Cicero had no fmall trouble to make them friends
again . There is an excellent letter on this fubject
from Cicero to Atticus ; which I cannot forbear
inferting , for the light which it gives us into the
genuine character of all the three , as well as of
other great men of thofe times , with a firort account
alfo of the prefent ftate of the Republic.

Cicero to Atticus.

“ I perceive from your letter , and the copy of
“ my brother ’s , which you fent with it , a great
“ alteration in his affedtion and fentiments with
“ regard to you : which affedls me with all that
“ concern , which my extreme love for you both
“ ought to give me ; and with wonder at the

fame time , what could poffibly happen either
“ to exafperate him fo highly , or to efFedl fo
“ great a change in him . I had obferved indeed
“ before , what you alfo miftrufted at your leaving
“ us , that he had conceived fome fecret difguft,
“ which fhocked and filled his mind with odious
“ fufpicions : which though I was often attempt*
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ing to heal , and efpecially after the allotment
of his Province r yet I could neither difcover
that his refentment was fo great , as it appears
to be from your letter , nor find , that what I
faid had fo great an effedt upon him as I wilhed.
I comforted myfelf however with a perfuafion,
that he would contrive to fee you at Dyrrha-
chium , or fome other place in thofe parts ; and
in that cafe made no doubt , but that all would
be fet right ; not only by your difcourfe and
talking the matter over between yourfelves , but
by the very fight and mutual embraces of each
other ; for I need not tell you , who know it
as well as myfelf , what a fund of good nature
and fweetnefs of temper there is in my brother,
and how apt he is , both to take and to forgive
an offence. But it is very unlucky , that you
did not fee him ; fince , by that means , what
others have artfully inculca >ed , has had more

; influence on his mind , than either his duty , or
his relation to you , or your old friendfhip,
which ought to have had the moft . Where
the blame of all this lies , it is eafier for me to

; imagine , than to write ; being afraid , left,
while I am excufing my own -people , I tfhould

‘ be too fevere upon yours ; for as 1 take the cafe
to be , if thofe of his own family did not make

‘ the wound , they might at leaft have cured it.
! When we fee one another again , I fhall explain
! to you more eafily the fource of the whole evil,
; which is fpread fomewhat wider than it feems
1 to be. As to the letter which he Wrote to
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‘ you from Theflalonica , and what you fnppofe
‘ him tohavefaid of you to your friends at Rome,
‘ and on the road , I cannot conceive what could
‘ move him to it. But all my hopes of making
‘ this matter eafy depend on your humanity : for
‘ if yOu will but refled , that the beft men are
‘ often the mod eafy , both to be provoked , and
‘ to be appeafed ; and that this quicknefs , if I
‘ may fo call it , or flexibility of temper , is gene-
‘ rally the proof of a good nature ; and above
‘ all , that we ought to bear with one another’s

infirmities or faults , or even injuries : this trou-
‘ blefome affair , I hope , will foon be made up
£ again . I beg of you that it may be fq. For it
* ought to be my fpecial care , from the Angular
‘ affedion which I bear to you , to do every thing

in my power , that all , who belong to me , may
‘ both love and be beloved by you . There was
‘ no occafion for that part of your letter , in which
‘ you mention the opportunities , which you have
‘ omitted of employments both in the City and
6 the Provinces , as well at other times , as in
‘ my Confulfhip ; I am perfedly acquainted with
‘ the ingenuity and greatnefs of your mind ; and
‘ never thoughti ^ hat there was any other difter-
‘ ence between you and me , but in a different
‘ choice and method of life : whilft I was drawn,
‘ by a fort of ambition , to the defxre and purfuit

of honors ; you , by other maxims , in no wife
‘ blamable , to the enjoyment of an honorable

retreat . But for the genuine charader of pro¬
bity , diligence , exadnefs of behaviour , I neither

prefer



M. T. CICERO.

“ prefer myfelf , nor any man elfe to you : and as

“ family , I give you always the firft place . For
“ I faw , and faw it in a manner the moft affeding,
“ both your folicitude and your joy , in all the
“ various turns of my affairs; and was often

pleafed , as well with the applaufe , which you
“ gave me in fuccefs , as the comfort , which you
“ adminiftered in my fears : and even now , ill
“ the time of your abfence , I feel and regret the
“ lofs , not only of your advice , in which you
“ excel all ; but of that familiar chat with you,
“ in which I ufed to take fo much delight.
“ Where then lhall I tell you that I moft want
“ you ? in public affairs ? where it can never be
“ permitted to me to fit idle ; or in my labors at
“ the bar ? which I fuftained before through am*
“ bition , but now , to preferve my dignity : of
“ in my domeftic concerns ? where , though I
“ always wanted your help before , yet fince the,
“ departure of my bro ker , I now (land the more
“ in need of it . In fhort , neither in my labors,
“nor  reft ; neither in bufmefs , nor retirement;
“ neither in the Forum , nor at home ; neither in
“ public , nor in private affairs , can I live any
“ longer without your friendly counfel , and en*
“ dearing converfation . We have often been re*
“ ftrained on both fides , by a kind of fhame,
“ from explaining ourfelves on this article ; but I
“ was now forced to it by that part of youf
“ letter , in which you thought fit to juftify yourfelf
“ and your way of life to me. —But to return to my

VOL . I. T
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“ brother ; in the prefent ftate of the ill humor
“  which he exprelfes towards you , it happens

“  however conveniently , that your refolution of

“ declining all employme-nts abroad was declared
“ and known long beforehand , both to me and
“ your other friends ; fo that your not being now
“ together cannot be charged to any quarrel or
“ rupture betweeu you , but to your judgment
“ and choice of life. Wherefore both this breach
“ in your union will undoubtedly be healed again,
“ and your friendship with me remain for ever {
“ inviolable , as it has hitherto beeri -i- We live
“ here in an infirm , wretched , tottering Republic:
“ for you have heard , I guefs , that our Knights
“ are now almoft disjoined again from the Senate.
“ The firft thing which they took amifs , was the
“ decree for calling the judges to .account , who
“ had taken money in Clodius ’s affair : I hap-
“ pened to be abfent when it paffed ; but hear-
*l  ing afterwards that the whole order refented it,

“ though without complaining openly , I chid the
“ Senate , as I thought , with great effect; and in
“ a caufe not very modeft , fpoke forcibly and
“ copioufiy . They have now another curious
“ petition , Scarce fit to be endured : which yeti
“ not only bore with , but defended . The com-
“ pany , who hired the Afiatic revenues of the
“ Cenfors , complained to the Senate , that,
“ through too great an eagernefs , they had given
“ more for them than they are worth , and beg-

ged to be releafed from the bargain . I was
their chief advocate , or rather indeed the

\



“ fecond ; for Cralfus was the man , who put them
“ upon making this requeft . The thing is odious
“ and fhameful , and a public confeffion of their
“ ralhnefs : but there was great reafon to appre-
“ hend , that if they fhould obtain nothing , they
“ would be wholly alienated from the Senate ; fo
“ that this point alfo was principally managed by
“ me. For , on the firft and fecond of December,
“ I fpoke a great deal on the dignity of the
“ two orders , and the advantages of the concord

between them , and was heard very favorably
“ in a full ht .ife. Nothing however is yet done;
“ but the Senate appears well difpofed : for Me-
“ telius , the Conful debt , was the only one , who
“ fpoke againfl us : though that Hero of ours,
“ Cato , was going alfo to l’peak , if the Ihortnefs
“ of the day had not prevented him. Thus , in
“ purfuit of my old meafures , 1 am fupporting,
“ as well as I can , that concord which my Con-
“ fulfhip had cemented : but fince no great ftrefs
“ can now be laid upon it , I have provided
“ myfelf another way , and a fure one , I hope , of
“ maintaining my authority ; which I cannot well
“ explain by letter , yet will give you a Ihort hint
“ of it. 1 am in ftribt friendlhip with Pompey —.
“ I know already what you fay—and will be upon
“ my guard , as far as caution can ferve me ; and
“ give you a farther account , fome other time,
“ of my prefent conduct in politics . You are to
“ know , in the mean while , that Lucceius de-
“ figns to fue direbtly lor the Confullhip ; for he
“ will have , it is faid , but two competitors;

T 2
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“ Csefar , by means of Arrius , propofes to join
“ with him ; and Bibulus , by Pifo ’s mediation,
“ thinks of joining with Caefar. Do you ' laugh
“ at this ? Take my word for it , it is no laugh-
“ ing matter . What fhall I write farther ? What?
“ There are many things ; but for another occa-
“ fion. If you would have us exped you , pray
“ let me know it : at prefent I fhall beg only
c‘ modeftly , what I defire very earneftly , that
“ you would come as foon as poffible. December
“ the fifth 71. ” *

As to the petition of the Knights , mentioned in
this letter , Cato , when he came afterwards to
fpeak to it , oppofed it fo refolutely , that he pre¬
vailed to have it rejeded : which Cicero often con¬
demns , as contrary to all good policy ; and com¬
plains fometimes in his letters , that Cato , though
lie was the only man who had any regard for
the Republic , yet frequently did mifchief , by
purfuing his maxims abfurdly , and without any
regard to the times 75: and upon a review of the
tranfadions which had patted fince his confulfhip,
and the turn which the public affairs were then
taking , he feems to foretel , that the Republic
could not (land much longer ; fmce this very year
had overthrown the two main pillars of it , which
he had been ereding with fuch pains ; the autho¬
rity of the Senate , and their union with the
Knights

A. Urb. 693. Q . Ctccilius Metellus and L. Afranius were
Cic. 47. now Confuls . The firft had been Praetor in Cice-

Ceff. ro>s Confulfhip , and commanded an army againft
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Catiline , and was an excellent Magiftrate and 1
true Patriot ; a firm oppofer of all the fadious ,
and a profeiTed enemy always to Pompey ; in
which he was the more heated by a private refent-
ment of the affront offered to his fitter Mucia,
whom Pompey had lately put away 7' . His partner,
Afranius , was the creature of Pompey ’s power;
but of no credit or fervice to him , on the account
of his luxury and lazinefs ; being fonder of balls,
than of bufinefs . Cicero calls him a Conful , \yhom
none but a Philofopher could look upon without
fighing ; a Soldier without fpirit ; and a proper
butt for the raillery of the Senate , where Palicanus
abufed him every day to his face ; and fo ftupid,
as not to know the value of what he had
purchafed 7‘.

By the help of this Conful and fome of the
Tribunes , Pompey imagined , that he fhould rea¬
dily obtain the ratification of his ads , together
with an Agrarian law , which he was pufhing
forward at the fame time , for the diftribution of
lands to his foldiers ; but he was vigoroufly oppof-
ed in them both by the other Conful Metellus,
and the generality of the Senate 11. Lucullus de¬
clared , that they ought not to confirm his ads
in the grofs , as if they received them from a
matter , but to confider them feparately , and ra¬
tify thofe only which were found to be reafon-
able 7\ But the Tribune Flavius , who was the
promoter of the law , impatient of this oppofition,
and animated by Pompey ’s power , had the hardi-
nefs to commit Metellus to Prifon ; and when all

T 3
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the Senate followed , and refolved to go to prifon
too , he clapt his chair at the prifon -door to keep
them out : but this violence gave fuch a general
fcandal to the city , that Fompey found it advif-
able to draw off the Tribune , and releafe the Con-
fuT \ In order to allay thefe heats , Cicero of¬
fered an amendment to the law , which fatisfied
both parties , by fecuring the poffeffions of all
private proprietors , and hindering the public lands
from being given away : his propofal was , that
out of the new revenues , which Pompey had
acquired to the Empire , five years rents fhould be
fet apart to purchafe lands for the intended dif-
tribution " . But the progrefs of the affair was fuf-
pended by the fudden alarm of a Gallic war,
which was always terrible to Rome , and being
now actually commenced by feveral revolted na¬
tions , called for the immediate care and attention
of the Government " .

The Senate decreed the two Gauls feverally to
the two Confuls ; and required them to make
levies without any regard to privilege , or ex¬
emption from l'ervice : and that three Senators
fhould be chofen by lot , one of them of Confular
rank , to be fent with a public character to the
other Gallic cities , to ddftiade them from joining
in the war . In the allotment of thefe ambaffadors,
the firft Jot happened to fall upon Cicero ; but the
whole aff'embiy remonftrated againft it , declaring
his prefence to be neceffary at Rome , and that he
ought not to be employed on fuch an errand.
The fame thing happened to Fompey , on whom
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the next lot fell , who was retained alfo with
Cicero , as two pledges of the public fafety *\
The three at laft chofen were Q . Metellus Creticus,
L . Flaccus , and Lentulus . The Tranfalpine Gaul,
which was the feat of the war , fell to the lot of
Metellus ; who could not contain his joy upon it
for the profpecl of glory which it offered him.
Metellus , fays Cicero , is an admirable Conful:
I blame him only in one thing , for not feeming
pleafed with the news of peace from Gaul . He
longs , I fuppofe , to triumph . I wifli that he was
as moderate in this , as he is excellent in all other
refpects ,J.

Cicero now finifhed in the Greek language,
and in the ftyle and manner of Ifocrates , what he
calls a Commentary or Memoirs of the tranfa &ions
of his Confulfhip ; and fent it to Atticus , with a
defire , if he approved it , to publifh it in Athens
and the cities of Greece . He happened to receive
a piece at the fame time , and on the fame
fubjedt , from Atticus , which he rallies as rough
and unpoliihed , and without any beauty , but it’s
fimplicity . He fent his own work alfo to Pofido-
nius of Rhodes , and begged that he would undertake
the fame argument in a more elegant and mafterly
manner . But Pofidonius anfwered him with a
compliment , that inftead of being encouraged to
write by the perufal of his piece , he was quite
deterred from attempting it. Upon which Cicero
fays jocofely , that he had confounded the whole
Greek nation , and freed himfelf from the impor¬
tunity of thofe little wits , who had been teafmg

T 4
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him fo long , to be employed in writing the
hiftory of his a<fls *\ What he fays in excufe for
taking that talk upon himfelf , is , that it was
not a panegyric , but a hiftory ; which makes our
lofs of it the greater , fince it muft have given a
more exadfc account of thofe times , than can now
be poffibly had , in an entertaining work , finifhed
with care and elegance ; which not only pleafed
himfelf , as it feems to have done very highly,
but , as he tells us , every body elfe. If there
be any thing in it , fays he , which does not
feem to be good Greek , or polite enough to
pleafe your tafte , I will not fay whatLucullus told
you of his own hiftory at Panormus , that he had
fcattered fome barbarifms in it , on purpofe to
make it appear to be the work of a Roman : for
if any thing of that kind fhouid be found in mine,
it is not with defign , but contrary to my inten¬
tion

Upon the plan of thefe Memoirs , he compofed
afterwards a Latin poem in three books , in which
he carried down the hiftory to the end of his
exile , but did not venture to publifh it till feveral
years 'after : Not that he was afraid , he fays,
of the refentment of thofe whom he had laftied
in it , for he had done that part very fparingly,
but of thofe rather whom he had not celebrated,
it being endlefs to mention all who had been
ferviceable to him l“. This piece is alfo loft , except
a few fragments fcattered in different parts of his
other writings . The three books were feverally
infcribed to three of the Mufes ; of which his
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® brother expreffes the higheft approbation , and
admonifhes him to bear in mind what Jupiter

it™ recommends in the end of Urania , or the fecond
book ; which concluded probably with fome moral

'■ leffon , not unlike to what Calliope prefcribes in
bot  the third **.
it 'd

Interea citrfus , qtios prisna a parte juventa ,
h'jta, Quofque adeo Conful virtute animoque petijii ,

Ilos retine ,• atque ange famam landefqne bonorunt.

That noble courfe , in -which thy earliefi youth
. Was trained to virtue , liberty , and truth  ,

fewS In -which , -when Conful , you fitch honor -won,
btk While Rome "coith -wonder and applaufe look’d on,
off0 The fame purfueand let each gro -wing year
a: /of A fresh increafe of fame and glory bear.
mine,

He publilhed likewife at this time a Collection of
the principal Speeches which he had made in his
Confulfhip , under the title of his Confular Ora¬
tions : He chofe to make a feparate volume of
them , as Demofthenes had done of his Philippics,
in order to give a fpecimen of his civil or political
talents ; being of a different manner , he fays ,
from the dry and crabbed ftyle of the Bar , and
fhowing , not only how he fpoke , but how he
adted . The two firft were againft the Agrarian
law of Rullus ; the one to the Senate , the other
to the People : the third on the tumult about
Otho : the fourth , for Rabirius : the fifth , to the
fons of the profcribed : the fixth , upon his refign-
ing the province of Gaul : the feventh , eighth,
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ninth , and tenth , on the affair of Catiline : with
two more fhort ones , as appendices to thofe of
the Agrarian law . But of thefe twelve , four are
entirely loft ; the third , fifth , and fixth , with one
of the fhort ones ; and fome of the reft left maimed
and imperfect . He publifhed alfo at this time
in Latin verfe a tranfiation of the Prognoftics of
Aratus , which he promifes to fend to Atticus with
the volume of his orations’ 8 ; of which work
there are only two or three fmall fragments now
remaining.

Clodius , who had been contriving all this while
how to revenge himfelf on Cicero , began now to
give an opening to the fcheme, which he had formed
for that purpofe . His projedt was , to get himfelf
chofen Tribune , and in that office to drive him
out of the city , by the publication of a law,
which by fome ftratagem or other he hoped to
obtrude upon the people ” . But as all Patricians
were incapable of the Tribunate , by it’s original
inftitution , fo his firft ftep was to make himfelf a
Plebeian , by the pretence of an adoption into a
Plebeian houfe , which could not yet be done
without the fuffrage of the people . This cafe was
wholly new , and contrary to all the forms ; want¬
ing every condition , and ferving none of the ends,
which were required in regular adoptions ; fo that
on the firft propofal it feemed too extravagant to
be treated ferioufly , and would foon have been
hiffed off with fcorn , had it not been concerted
and privately fupported by perfons of much more
Weight than Clodius . Ctefar was at the bottom
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of it , and Pompey fecretly favored it : not that
they intended to ruin Cicero, but to keep him only

oin under the lafh ; and if they could not draw him
tithe into their meafures , or make him at leaft fit quiet,
he  to let Clodius loofe upon him. The folicitor of it
bis" was one Herennius, an obfeure , hardy Tribune,
oitiu who firft moved it to the Senate , and afterwards
ciiii to the people , but met with no encouragement
tint: from either : for the Confui Metellus , though

oin
tithe

brother - in - law to Clodius, warmly oppofed it ” ;
and declared , that he would ftrangle him fooner
with his own hands, than fuffer him to bring fuch
a difgrace upon his family 91: yet Herennius perfifted
to prefs it, but without any vifible effect or fuccefs;
and fo the matter hung through the remainder of
the year.

Cicero affe&ed to treat it with the contempt
which it feemed to deferve ; fometimes rallying
Clodius with much pleafantry, fometimes admo-
nilhing him with no lefs gravity : he told him in
the Senate , that his attempt gave him no manner
of pain; and that it fhould not be any more in
his power to overturn the State, when a Plebeian,
than it was in the power of the Patricians of the
fame ftamp in the time of his Confullhip 9\ But
whatever face he put outwardly on this affair,
it gave him a real uneafinefs within , and made
him unite himfelf more clofely with Pompey , for
the benefit of his protection againft a ftorm ,
which he faw ready to break upon him ; while
Pompey , ruffled likewife by the oppofition of the
Senate , was as forward on his fide to embrace
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Cicero , as a perfon neceflary to his interefts.
Cicero , however , imagining , that this ftep would
be cenfured by many , as a defertion of his old
principles , takes frequent occafion to explain the
motives of it to his friend Atticus , declaring,
“  that the abfolution of Clodius , the alienation
cc of the Knights , the indolence and luxury of
“ the Confular Senators , who minded nothing
“ but their fifh - ponds , their carps and mullets,
cc and yet were all envious of him , made it
cc neceflary for him to feek fome firmer Support
cc and alliance. — That in this new friendship he
cc Should attend ftill to what the Sicilian wag
<c Epicharmus whifpered , be watchful and diftruft,

for thofe are the nerves of the mind 5!. ” On
another occafion he obferves , “ That his union
ct  with Pompey , though ufeful to himfelf , was
“ more ufeful to the Republic , by gaining a man
cc of his power and authority , who was wavering
a  and irrefolute , from the hopes and intrigues of
“ the fa&ious : that if this could not have been
“ done without drawing upon himfelf a charge
“ of levity , he would not have purchafed that,
<c or any other advantage at fuch a price : but he
<£ had managed the matter fo , as not to be thought
cc the worft citizen for joining with Pompey , but
“ Pompey himfelf the better , by declaring for
tc  him . — That Since Catulus ’s death , he flood
“ Single and unfupported by the other Confulars
“ in the caufe of the ariftocracy ; for as the Poet
“ Rhinton fays , Some of them were good for
“ nothing , others cared for nothing ’*. But how

*
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“ much thei’e filh-mongers of ours envy me, ” fays
he , “ I will write you word another time , or
“ referve it to our meeting . Yet nothing {hall
“ ever draw me away from the Senate ; both
“ becaufe it is right , and moft agreeable to my
“ intereft , and that I have no reafon to be
“ difpleafed with the marks of refpedt which they
“ give me " . ” In a third letter , he fays , “ You
“ chide me gently for my union with Pompey :
“ I would not have you to think , that I fought
“ it only for my own fake ; but things were come
“ to fuch a crifis, that if any difference had
“  happened between us , it muff have caufed great
“ disturbance in the Republic ; which I have
“ guarded againft in fuch a manner , that without
“ departing from my own maxims . I have rendered
“ him the better , and made him remit fomewhat
“ of his popularity , for you mud know , that he
“ now fpeaks of my adts , which many have been
“ incenfmg him againft , much more glorioufly
“ than he does of his own ; and declares , that he
“ had only ferved the State fuccefsfully but that
“ I had faved it " . What good this will do to
“ me, I know not ; but it will certainly do much
“ to the Republic . What if I could make Caefar
“ alfo a better citizen , whofe winds are now very
“ profperous ; fhould I do any great harm by it?
“ Nay , if there were none who really envied me,
“ but all were encouraging me as they ought , it
“ would yet be more commendable to heal the
“ viciated parts of the State , than to cut them
“ off : but now , when that body of Knights , who
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e were planted by me in my Confulfhip , with
4 you at their head , as our guard in the Capital,
4 have deferted the Senate , and our Confulars
4 place their chief happinefs in training the filh
4 in their ponds to feed from their hands , and
4 mind nothing elfe ; do not you think , that I
4 am doing good fervice , by managing fo , that
4 thofe , who can do mifchief , will not ? For as

to our friend Cato , you cannot love him more
4 than I do ; yet , with the bell intentions and the
4 greateft integrity , he often hurts the Republic;
4 for he delivers his opinion , as if it were in the
4 polity of Plato , not in the dregs of Romulus "7.
4 What could be more juft , than to call thofe
4 to an account , who had received money for
4 judging ? Cato propofed , the Senate agreed to
4 it : the Knights prefently declared war againft
4 the Senate , not againft me ; for I was not of
4 that opinion . What more impudent , than to
4 demand a releafe from their contract ? yet it
4 was better to fuffer that lofs , than to alienate
4 the whole order : but Cato oppofed it , and
4 prevailed ; fo that now , when the Conful was
4 thrown into prifon , as well as in all the tumults
4 which have lately happened , not one of them
4 would ftir a foot ; though under me , and the

44 Confuls who fucceededme , they had defended
44 the Republic fo ftrenuoufly , & c . ” , ”

In the midft of thefe tranfactions , Julius Csefar
returned from the government of Spain , which
had been allotted to him from his Prxtorlhip,
With great fame both for his military and political



adls. He conquered the barbarous nations by his
arras , and civilized them by his laws ; and having
fubdued the whole country as far as the Ocean , and
been faluted Emperor by the foldiers , came away in
all hafte to Rome , to fue at the fame time for the
double honor of a Triumph and the Confulfhip
But his demand of the firft was , according to the
ufual forms , incompatible with his pretenhons to
the fecond ; fince the one obliged him to continue
without the city , the other made his prefence
neceffary within : fo that finding an averfion in
the Senate to difpenfe with the laws in his favor,
he preferred the folid to the fpecious , and dropt the
Triumph , to lay hold on the Confulfhip He
defigned L. Lucceius for his Colleague , and pri¬
vately joined interefts with him , on condition
that Lucceius , who was rich , fhould furnifh money
fufficient to bribe the Centuries . But the Senate,
always jealous of his defigns , and fearing the
effects of his power , when fupported by a Col¬
league fubfervient to his will , efpoufed the other
candidate , Bibulus , with all their authority , and
made a common purfe to enable him to bribe as high
as his competitors : which Cato himfelf is faid to
have approved l°J. By this means they got Bibulus
elected , to their great joy ; a man firm to their
interefts , and determined to obftrudt all the ambi¬
tious attempts of Caefar.

Upon Csefar’s going to Spain , he had engaged
Craffus to ftand bound for him to his creditors , who
were clamorous and troublefome , as far as two
hundred thoufand pounds fterling : fo much did he
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want to be worth nothing , as he merrily faid of
himfelf IO\ Craffus hoped , by the purchafe of
his friendfhip , to be able to make head againft
Pompey in the adminiftration of public affairs:
butCxfar , who had long been courting Pompey,
and laboring to difengage him from an union with
Cicero and the ariftocratical intereft , eafily faw,
that as things then flood , their joint ftrength
would avail but little towards obtaining what
they aimed at , unlefs they could induce Pompey
alfo to join with them : on pretence therefore of
reconciling Pompey and Craffus , who had been
conflant enemies , he formed the project of a
triple league between the three ; by which they
fhould mutually oblige themfelves to promote each
other ’s Intereft , and to ad ; nothing but by common
agreement : to this Pompey eafily confented , on
account of the difguft which the Senate had impo¬
liticly given him , by their perverfe oppofition to
every thing which he defired or attempted in the
State.

This is commonly called the firft Triumvirate;
which was nothing elfe in reality but a traitorous
Confpiracy of three , the moft powerful Citizens
of Rome , to extort from their country by ' vio-
lence what they could not obtain by law . Pom-
pey ’s chief motive was , to get his ads confirmed
by Caefar in his Confulffiip ; Csefar’s , by giving way
to Pompey ’s glory , to advance his own ; and Craf-
fus’s , to gain that afcendant , which he could not
fuftain alone , by the authority of Pompey and the
vigor of Caefar But Caefar, who formed the

fcheme,
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101161116, eafily faw , that the chief advantage of
it would neceffarily redound to hinjfelf ; he knew,
that the old enmity between the other two,
though it might be palliated , could never be
healed without leaving a fecret jealoufy between
them ; and as by their common help he was fure

- to make himfelf fuperior to all others , fo by ma¬
naging the one againft the other , he hoped to
gain at laft the fuperiority alfo over them both IO\
To cement this union therefore the more ftrongly
by the ties of blood as well as intereft , he gave
his daughter Julia , a beautiful and accomplilhed
young lady , in marriage toPompey : and from
this sera all the Roman writers date the origin of
the civil wars , which afterwards enfued , and the
jtibverfion of the Republic , in which they end¬
ed ,M.

- -- tit, ca.iifa malorum
Facia, tribus dominis communis Roma  —

Lucan,  i.

Hence forc ’d our ills , hence all that civil flame ,
JFhen Rome the common slave of three became.

Cicero might have made what terms he pleafed
with the Triumvirate ; been admitted even a
partner of their power , and a fourth in their
league j which feemed to want a man of his cha-
rader to make it complete . For while the reft
were engaged in their governments , and the
command of armies abroad , his authority would
have been of Angular ufe at home , to manage

Vol . I. V
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the affairs of the city , and folicit what they had
to tranfad with the Senate or People . Caefar
therefore was extremely defirotis to add him to
the party , or to engage him rather in particular
meafures with himfelf ; and no fooner entered into
the Confullhip , than he fent him word by their
common friend Balbus , that he would be govern-
ed in every Hep by him and Pompey , with
whom he would endeavour to join Craffus too
But Cicero would not enter into any engagements
jointly with the Three , whofe union he abhorred;
nor into private meafures with Csefar , whofe in¬
tentions he always fufpeded . He thought Pompey
the better citizen of the two ; took his views to
be lefs dangerous , and his temper more trad¬
able ; and imagined that a feparate alliance with
him would be fufficient to Ikreen him from the
malice of his enemies . Yet this put him under
no fmall difficulty : for if he oppofed the Trium¬
virate , he could not exped to continue well with
Pompey ; or , if he ferved it , with the Senate:
in the firft , he faw his ruin ; in the fecond , the
lofs of his credit . He chofe therefore , what the
wife will always chufe in fuch circumftances , a
middle way ; to temper his behaviour fo , that
with the conftancy of his duty to the Republic , he
might have a regard alfo to his fafety , by remitting
fomewhat of his old vigor and contention , without
fubmitting to the meannefs of confent or approba¬
tion ; and when his authority could be of no ufe to
his country , to manage their new mailers fo , as not
to irritate their power to his own deflrudion ; which
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was all that he defired J°7. This was the fcheme
of politics , which , as he often laments , the
weaknefs of the honeft , the perverfenefs of the
envious , and the hatred of the wicked obliged
him to purfue.

One of his intimate friends Papirius Paetus,
made him a prefent about this time of a colle&ion
of books , which fell to him by the death of his
brother Servius Claudius , a celebrated fcholar
and critic of that age The books were all
at Athens , where Servius probably died ; and
the manner in which Cicero writes about them to
Atticus , {bows what a value he fet upon the pre¬
fent , and what pleafure he expected from the ufeof it.

“Papirius Paetus, ” fays he , “ an honeft man r
“ who loves me , has given me the books , which
0 his brother Servius left ; and fince your agent
“ Cincius tells me , that I may fafely take them
<c by the Cincian law , 1 readily fignified my
ct  acceptance of them . Now if you love me,
cc or know that I love you , I beg of you to take
“ care by your friends , clients , hofts , freedmen,
“ flaves , that not a leaf of them be loft . 1 am
cc in extreme want both of the Greek books,
“ which I guefs , and the Latin , which 1 know
“ him to have left : for I find more and more
“ comfort every day , in giving all the time,
“  which 1 can fteal from the Bar , to thofc ftudies.

" You will do me a great pleafure , a very great
“ one , I allure you , by fhowing the fame dili-

V 3
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t£  gence in this , that you ufually do in all other
“ affairs , which you take me to have much at
« heart , &c. “ \ ”

While Cicero was in the country in the end of
the year , his Architect Cyrus was finifliing for

• him at Rome fome additional buildings to his
houfe on mount Palatine : but Atticus , who was
juft returned from Athens , found great fault with
the fmallnefs of the windows ; to which Cicero
gives a jocofe anfwer , bantering both the objec¬
tion of Atticus , and the way of reafoning of the
architects : “ You little thinkfays  he , “ that in
finding fault with my windows , you condemn the
inftitution of Cyrus for when I made the fame
objection , Cyrus told me , that the profpeCt of the
fields did not appear to fuch advantage through
larger lights . For let the eye be A ; the objed
B , C ; the rays D , E ; you fee the reft . If vifion
indeed were performed , as you Epicureans hold,
by images flying off from the objeCt, thofe images
would be well crowded in fo ftrait a paffage;
but if by the emiffion of rays from the eye , it
will be made commodioufly enough . If you find
any other fault , you fhall have as good as you
bring ; unlefs it can be mended without any colt
. ,111to me

A. Urb. 694. Csefar and Bibulus entered now into the Con-
Cic. 48. fulfhip , with views and principles wholly oppo-

C°ff. flte to each other ; while the Senate were pieafing
C. Julius themfelves with their addrefs, in procuring one
M Cal - * Conful of their own , to check the ambition of

purnius  the other , and expecting no\y to reap the fruit
Bisulus.
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of it. But they prefently found upon a trial,
that the balance and conftitution of the Republic
was quite changed by the overbearing power of
the Three : and that Caefar was too ftrong to be
controlled by any of the legal , and ordinary
methods of oppofition ; he had gained feven of
the Tribunes , of whom Vatinius was the captain
of his mercenaries ; whofe taOc it was to fcour
the ftreets , fecure the avenues of the Forum , and
clear it by a fuperior force of all , who were pre¬
pared to oppofe them.

Clodius , in the mean time , was pufbing on
the affair of his adoption ; and foliciting the peo¬
ple to confirm the law , which he had provided
for that purpofe . The Triumvirate pretended to
be againft it , or at leaft to ftand neuter ; but
were watching Cicero ’s motions , in order to take
their meafures from his conduct , which they did
not find fo obfequious as they expected . In this
interval it happened , that C. Antonius , Cicero ’s
colleague , who had governed Macedonia from
the -time of his Confulfhip , was now impeached
and brought to a trial for the male-adminiffration
of his Province ;, and being found guilty , was
condemned to perpetual exile . Cicero was his
advocate , and , in the courfe of his pleading,
happened to fall , with the ufual freedom , into a
complaint of the times and the oppreflion of the
Republic , in a ftyle that was interpreted to reflect
feverely upon their prefent rulers . The flory
was carried diredtly to C?efar, and reprefented to
him in fuch colors , that he refolved to revenge

V 3
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it prefently on Cicero , by bringing on ClodiusY
law ; and was fo eager in it , that he inftantly
called an aftembly of the people , and being af.
filled by Pompey , as Augur , to make the ad
legal and aufpicious , got the adoption ratified
by the people through all the forms In , within,
three hours from the time of Cicero ’s fpeaking.

Bibulus , who was an Augur too , being ad-
vertifed of what was going forward ; fent notice
to Pompey , that he was obferving the heavens
and taking the aufpices , during which fun &ion it
was illegal to tranfadl any bufinefs with the
people But Pompey , inftead of paying any
regard to his meffage , gave a fandtion to the pro¬
ceeding by prefiding in it ; fo that it was carried
without any oppofition . And thus the bow , as
Cicero calls it , which had been kept bent againft
him and the Republic , was at laft difcharged
and a plain admonition given to him , what he
had to expedt , if he would not be more com¬
plying . For his danger was brought one ftep
nearer , by laying the Tribunate open to Clodius,
whofe next attempt might probably reach home
to him. Thefe laws of adoption were drawn !up
in the flyle of a petition to the people , after the
following form.

cc May it pleafe you , Citizens , to ordain , that
P . Clodius be , to all intents and purpofes of law,
as truly the fon ofFonteius , as if he were begotten
of his body in lawful marriage ; and thatFonteius
have the power of life and death over him , as much
as a father has over a proper fon : this , Crti-
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zens , I pray you to confirm in the manner in
•which it is defired

There \yere three conditions abfolutely necef-
fary to make an acl of this kind regular : firft,
that the adopter fliould be older than the adopted,
and incapable of procreating children , after having
endeavoured it without fuccefs when he was
capable : fecondly , that no injury or diminution
fliould be done to the dignity , or the religious
rights of either family : thirdly , that there Ihould
be no fraud or collufion in it ; nor any thing
fought by it , but the genuine effedts of a real
adoption . All thefe particulars were to he pre-
vioully examined by the College of Priefts ; and
if after a due inquiry they approved the petition,
it was propofed to the fuffrage of the citizens
living in Rome , who voted according to their
original divifion into thirty Curiae, or wards,
which feem to have been analogous to our
pariflies’ 17; where no bufinefs however could be
tranfa &ed , when an Augur or Conful was obferv-
ing the heavens . Now in this adoption of Clodius>
there was not one of thefe conditions obferved:
the College of Priefts was not fo much as con-
fulted ; the adopter Fonteius had a wife and
children ; was a man obfeure and unknown , not
full twenty years old , when Clodius was thirty-
five , and a Senator of the nobleft birth in Rome:
nor was there any thing meant by it , but purely
to evade the laws , and procure the Tribunate:
for the affair was no fooner over , than Clodius
was emancipated , or fet free again by his ne\y

V4



THE LIFE OF396

father from all his obligations ,,T. But thefe ob»
Fades fignified nothing to Casfar, who always took
the fhorteft way to what he aimed at , and valued
neither forms nor Jaws , when he had a power
fufficient to control them.

But the main trial of flrength between the
two Confuls was about the promulgation of an
Agrarian law , which Caefar had prepared , for
diftributing the lands of Campania to twenty thou-
fand poor citizens , who had each three children or
more . Bibulus muftered all his forces to oppofe
it , and came down to the Forum full of courage
and refolution , guarded by three of the Tribunes
and the whole body of the Senate ; and as oft as
Csefar attempted to recommend it , he as often
interrupted him , and loudly remonflrated againft
it , declaring , that it fhould never pafs in his
year . From words they foon came to blows;
■where Bibulus was roughly handled , his Fafces
broken , pots of filth thrown upon his head ; his
three Tnbunes wounded,and the whole party driven
out of the Forum by Vatinius , at the head of Csefar’s
mob 115. When the tumult was over , and the'
Forum cleared of their adverfaries , Caefar pro¬
duced Fompey and Craffus into the Roftra , to
fignify their opinion of the law to the people;
where Fompey , after fpeaking largely in praife
of it , declared in the conclufion , that if any
fhould be fo hardy as to oppofe it with the fword,
he would defend it with his fhield. Craffus ap¬
plauded what Pompey faid , and warmly preffed
the acceptance cf it ; fo that it paffed upon the
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fpot without any farther contradiction Cicero
was in the country during this conteft , but
fpeaks of it with great indignation in a letter to
Atticus , and wonders at Porapey ’s policy , in fup-
porting Ctefar in an ad fo odious , of alienating
the belt revenues of the Republic ; and fays,
that he mud not think to make them amends by
bis rents on mount Libanus , for the lofs of thofe,
which he had taken from them in Campania 121.
The Senate and all the Magiftrates were obliged,
by a fpecial claufe of this law , to take an oath to
the obfervance of it ; which Cato himfelf , though
he had publicly declared that he would never do
it , was forced at laft to fwa!low ,2\

Bibulus made his complaint the next day in
the Senate , of the violence offered to his perfon;
but finding the affembly fo cold and intimidated,
that no body cared to enter into the affair , or to
move any thing about it , he retired to his houfe
in defpair , with a refolution to Chut himfelf up for
the remaining eight months in the year , and to
ad no more in public but by his edids I23. This
was a weak ifep in a magiftrate armed with fo-
vereign authority ; for though it had one effed,
which he propofed by it , of turning the odium
of the city upon his colleague , yet it had another
that overbalanced it , of ftrengthening the hands
and raifing the fpirits of the adverfe party , by
leaving the field wholly clear to them.

As Ctefar’s view in the Agrarian Jaw was to
oblige the populace , fo he took the opportunity,
which the Senate had thrown into his hands , of
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obliging the Knights too , by eafing them of the
difadvantageous contrail , which they had long
in vain complained of , and remitting a third part
of what they had ftipulated to pay 1*4: and when
Cato ftill oppofed it with his ufual firmnefs, he
ordered him to be hurried away to prifon . He
imagined , that Cato would have appealed to
the Tribunes ; but feeing him go aiong patiently,
without fpeaking a word , and reflecting , that
fuch a violence would create a frefli odium , with¬
out ferving any purpofe , he defired one of the
Tribunes to interpofe and releafe him Sli. He next
procured a fpecial law from the people , for the
ratification of all Pompey ’s ails in Afia ; and in
the ftruggle about it , fo terrified and humbled
Lucullus , who was the chief oppofer , that he
brought him to aflk pardon at his feet 116.

He carried it ftill with great outward refpedt
towards Cicero ; and gave him to underhand
again byBalbus , that he depended on his afliftance
in the Agrarian law : but Cicero contrived to be
out of the way , and fpent the months of April
and May in his Villa near Antium , where he
had placed his chief collection of books 117;
amufing himfelf with his ftudies and his children,
or , as he fays jocofely , in counting the waves.
He was projecting , however , a fyftem of Geography
at the requeft of Atticus , but foon grew weary
of it , as a fubjeCl too dry and jejune to admit of
any ornament and being defired alfo by Atticus
to fend him the copies of two orations which
he had lately made , his anfwer was , that he had

1



torn one of them , and could not give a copy;
and did not care to let the other go abroad , for
the praifes which it bellowed on Poropey ; being
difpofed rather to recant , than publiflr them , fince
the adoption of Clodius He feems indeed to
have been too fplenetic at prefent to compofe
any thing but invedtives ; of which kind he was
now drawing up certain anecdotes , as he calls
them , or a fecret hillory of the times , to be
fhown to none but Atticus , in the ftyie of Theo-
pompus , the moll fatirical of all writers : for all
his politics , he fays , were reduced to this one
point , of hating bad citizens , and pleafing himfelf
with writing againft them : and fince he was
driven from the helm , he had nothing to wifh,
but to fee the wreck from the ffiore ; or , as Sot-
phocles fays

tinder the shelter of a good -warm roof ,
With mind ferenely calm and prone to sleep,
Hear the loud florin and beating rain •without .

Clodius , having got through the obflacle of
his adoption , began without lofs of time to fue
for the Tribunate ; whilll a report was induftri-
ouf 1" fpread , which amufed the city for a while,
of a breach between him and Csefar. He declared
every where loudly , that his chief view in de¬
firing that office was , to refcind all Ctefar’s Adis;
and Csefar , on his part , as openly difclaimed any
fhare in his adoption , and denied him to be a
Plebeian . This was eagerly carried to Cicero by
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young Curio ; who affured him , that all the young
Nobles were as much incenfed againft their proud
Kings , as he himfelf , and would not bear them
much longer ; and that Memmius and Metellus
Nepos had declared againft them : which being
confirmed alfo by Atticus 's letters , gave no fmall
comfort to Cicero ; all whofe hopes of any good
depended , he fays , upon their quarrelling among
themfelves The pretended ground of this
rupture , at it is hinted in Cicero ’s letters , was
Clodius ’s flighting an offer , which the Triumvirate
made to him , of an embaffy to King Tigranes;
for being weary of his infolence , and jealous of
his growing power , they had contrived this em¬
ployment as an honorable way of getting rid of
him : but in the prefent condition of the Republic
Clodius knew his own importance too well , to
quit his views at home , by an offer of fo little
advantage abroad ; and was dif'gufted , that Ctefar
had not named him among the twenty Commiffi-
oners appointed to divide the Campanian lands;
and refolved not to ftir from the city , till he had
reaped the fruits of the Tribunate . Cicero men¬
tioning this affair to Atticus , fays , “ 1 am much
ec delighted with what you write about Clodius:
tc  try all means to fearch into the bottom of it;
sc and fend or bring me word , whatever you either
cc learn or fufpeeft; and efpecially , what he intends
tc  to do about the embaffy . Before I read your
C£ letter , I was wifhing that he would accept it;
“ not for the fake of declining a battle with him,

for I am in wonderful fpirits for fighting ; but



ts  I imagined , that he would lofe by it all the
“ popularity which he has gained , by going over
“  to the Plebeians — What then did you mean

“ by making yourfelf a Plebeian ? Was it Only
£t  to pay a vifit to Tigranes ? Do not the Kings
“  of Armenia ufe to take notice of Patricians ? —

c‘ You fee how I had been preparing myfelf to
“ rally the embafly ; which if he High ts after
“ all , and if this , as you fay , difgufts the aii-
“ thors and promoters of the law , we fhall
“ have rare fport . But to fay the truth , Pub-
u  lius has been treated fomewhat rudely by

“ them ; fince he , who was lately the only
t£  man with Csefar, cannot now find a place

among the twenty ; and after promifing one
“  embafly , they put him off with another ; and

£c while they beftow the rich ones upon Drufus,
cc or Vatinius , referve this barren one for him,
<c whofe Tribunate was propofed to be of fuch
“ ufe to them . Warn him , I beg of you , on
“ this head, , as much as you can ; all our hopes
“ of fafety are placed on their falling out among
“  themfelves , of which , as I underftand from

“ Curio , fome fymptoms begin already to ap-
“ pear l!\ ” But all this noil'e of a quarrel was
found at Jaft to be a mere artifice , as the event
quickly fhowed : or if there was any real difguft
among them , it proceeded no farther , than to
give the becter color to a report , by which they
hoped to impofe upon Cicero , and draw fome un¬
wary people into a hafty declaration of themfelves;
and above all , to weaken the obftrudlion to Clo-
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dius ’s eledlion from that quarter * whence it was
chiefly to be apprehended.

Cicero returned to Rome in May , after an
interview with Atticus , who went abroad at the
fame time to his eftate in Epirus : he refoived to
decline all public bufxnefs, as much as he decently
could , and to give the greateft part of his time
to the Bar , and to the defence of caufes ; an
employment always popular , which made many
friends , and few enemies , fo that he was ftill
much frequented at home , and honorably attended
abroad , and maintained his dignity , he fays,
not meanly , confidering the general oppreflion ;
nor yet greatly , confidering the part which he
had before adled in . Among the other caufes
which he pleaded this fummer , he twice defended
A . Thermus , and once L. Flaccus ; men of Prae¬
torian dignity , who were both acquitted . The
fpeeches for Thermus are loft ; but that for Flac¬
cus remains , yet fomewhat imperfedt ; in which
though he had lately paid fo dear for fpeaking his
mind too freely , we find feveral bold reflections
on the wretched ftate of fubjeclion , to which the
city Was now reduced.

This L. Valerius Flaccus had been Praetor in
Cicero ’s Confullhip , and received the thanks of
the Senate for his zeal and vigor in the feizure of
Catiline ’s accomplices ; but Was now accufed by
P . Laelius of rapine and oppreflion in his province
of Afia , which was allotted to him from his
Praetorlhip . The defence confifts ’chiefly in difplay-
ing the dignity of the crirninal , and invalidating
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the credit of the Afiatic witneffes . Cicero obferves,
“ That the Judges who had known and feen
“ the integrity of Flaccus ’s life through a feries
il  of great employments , were themfelves the beft
“ witneffes of it , and couid not want to learn it
“ from others , efpecially from Grecians : that for
“ his part , he had always been particularly ad-
“ dieted to that nation and their ftudies , and knew
“ many modeft and worthy men among them:
“ that he allowed them to have learning , the
“ difeipline of many arts , an elegance of writing,
“ a fluency of fpeaking , and an acutenefs of wit:
*'• but as to the fan&ity of an oath , they had no
u notion of it , knew nothing of the force and the
“ efficacy of it : that all their concern in giving
51 evidence was , not how to prove , but how to
“ exptefs what they faid : — that they never ap-
“ peared in a caufe, but with a refolution to hurt;
“ nor ever confidered what words were proper for
“ an oath , but what were proper to do mifehief,
“ taking it for the laft difgrace , to be baffled , con-
“ futed , and outdone in fwearing : fo that they
“ never chofe the beft and worthieft men for wit-
“ neffes , but the mod daring and loquacious : —
“ in Ihort , that the whole nation looked upon an
“ oath as a mere jeft , and placed all their credit,
“ livelihood , and praife on the fuccefs of an im-
“ pudent lie : —- whereas of the Roman witneffes,
“ who were produced againft Flaccus , though
“ feveral of them came angry , fierce , and willing
“ to ruin him , yet one could not help obferving,
“ with what caution and religion they delivered
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“ what they had to fay ; and though they had «
“ the greateft defire to hurt , yet could not do it «
“ for their fcruples : — that a Roman in giving his «
“ teftimony , was always jealous of himfelf , left «
“ he fhould go too far ; weighed all his words , «
“ and was afraid to let any thing drop from him «
“ too haftily and paffionately ; or to fay a fyliable «
“ more or lefs than was neceflary ‘‘V ’ Then «
after Ihowing at large , by what fcandalous methods u
this accufation was procured againft Flaccus , and «
after expofing the vanity of the crimes charged «
upon him , together with the profligate chara&ers «
of the particular witnefles ; he declares , “ that «
“ the true and genuine Grecians were all on Flac- pj
“ cus’s fide , with public teftimonies and decrees 0[J
“ in his favor . — Here/ ’ fays he , “you  fee the coj
“ Athenians , whence humanity , learning , religion , ^
“ the fruits of the earth , the rights and laws of ^
“ mankind , are thought to have been firft propa- jr
“ gated ; for the pofleflion of whole city , the tj
“ Gods themfelves are faid to have contended on jt
“ the account of it’s beauty ; which is of fo great ],j
“ antiquity , that it is reported to have brought at
“ forth it’s own Citizens , and the fame fpot to ,p

have been their parent , their nurfe and their 0(
“ country 5 and of fo great authority , that the f0
“ broken and {battered frame of Greece depends n
4‘ now fingly on the credit of this City . — Here jp
<c alfo are the Lacedtemonians , whofe tried and «
“ renowned virtue was confirmed not only by «
“ nature , but by difcipline ; who alone , of all the u
“ nations upon earth , have fubfifted for above «

feven
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“ feven hundred years , without any change in
“ their laws and manners . — Nor can I pafs over
“ the city of Marfeilles , which knew Flaccus when
“ firrt a foldier , and afterwards Quaeftor ; the
“ gravity of whofe difeiphne , I think preferable ,

not only to Greece , but to all other cities;
“ which , though feparated fo far from the coun-*
“ try , the cuftoms , and the language of all Gre*
“ cians , furrounded by the nations of Gaul , and
“ wafhed by the waves of barbarifm , is fo wifely
“ governed by the counfels of an ariftocracy , that
“ it is eafier to praife their conftitution , than to
“ imitate it IJ\ ” One part of the charge againft
Flaccus , was , for prohibiting the Jews to carry
out of his province the gold , which they ufed to
colledt annually through the empire for the Temple
of Jerufalem 5 all which he feized and remitted to
the treafury at Rome . The charge itfelf feeros to
imply , that the Jews made no mean figure at this
time in the empire 5 and Cicero ’s anfwer , though
it betrays a great contempt of their religion , through
his ignorance of it , yet (hows , that their numbers
and credit were very confiderable alfo in Rome.
The trial was held near the Aurelian fteps , a place
of great refort for the populace , and particularly
for the Jews , who ufed it probably as a kind of
exchange , or general rendez-vous of their country
men ; Cicero therefore proceeds to fay , “ It was
“ for this reafon , Lselius, and for the fake of this
“ crime , that you have chofen this place , and all
“ this crowd for the trial : you know what a nil-
“ merous band the Jews are ; what concord amongVol . I. X
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ct  themfelves ; what a buflle they make in our
cc affemblies — I will fpeak foftly , that .the Judges
ct  only may hear me ; for there are people ready
tc  to incite them againft me and againft every
cc honed man ; and I would not willingly lend
“ any help to that defign — Since our gold then
tf  is annually carried out of Italy , and all the
“ Provinces , in the name of the Jews , to Jerufa-
“ lem , .Flaccus , by a public edidt , prohibited
“ the exportation of it from Afia : and where is
c‘ there a man , Judges , who does not truly ap- *
w plaud this adt ? The Senate , on feveral different
cc occafions , but more feverely in my Confullhip,
“ condemned the exportation of gold . To with-
ct  ftand this barbarous fuperftition was a piece
<c therefore of laudable difeipline ; and , out of
(t  regard to the Republic , to contemn the multi*

“ tude of Jews , who are fo tumultuous in all our
“ affemblies , an adt of the greateft gravity : but
“ Pompey , it feems , when he took Jerufalera,
“ meddled with nothing in that Temple : in which,
“ as on many other occafions , he adled prudently,
“  that in fo fufpicious and ill - tongued a people,

“ he would not give any handle for calumny ;
“ for I can never believe , that it was the religion
“ of Jews and enemies, which hindered this excellent
“ General , but his own modefty . ” Then after
{bowing , “ that Flaccus had not embezzled or
“ feized the gold to his own ufe . but tranfmitted
“ it to the public treafury , he obferves , that it
“ was not therefore for the fake of the crime , but
M to raife an envy , that this fadt was mentioned;



“ and that the accufer’s fpeech was turned from
“ the Judges , and addreffed to the circle around
“ them : Every city, ” fays he , “ Lachus, has its
“ religion ; we have ours : whileJerufalemflourilh-
“ ed , and Judaea was at peace with us , yet their
“ religious rites were held inconfiftent with the
“ fplendor of this Empire , the gravity of the
“ Roman name , and the indications of our an-
“ ceftors : but much more ought they to be held
“ fo now ; fince they have let us fee , by taking
“ arms , what opinion they have of us ; and by
“ their being conquered , how dear they are to
“ the Gods 15*. ” He proceeds in the laid place to
ihow , what he had intimated in the beginning,
“ that the real aim of this trial was to facrifice
“ thofe , who had fxgnalized themfelves againd
“ Catiline , to the malice and revenge of the fedi-
“ tious : ” and puts the Judges in mind , “ that
“ the fate of the city , and the fafety of all honed
“ men , now reded on their fhoulders : that they
“ faw in what an unfettled date things were , and
“ what a turn their affairs had taken : that among
“ many other ads , which certain men had done,
“ they were now contriving , that by the votes
“ and decifions of the Judges every honed man
“ might be undone : that thefe Judges indeed had
“ given many laudable judgments in favor of the
“ Republic ; many , againd the wickednefs of the
“ confpirators : yet fome people thought the Re-
“ public not yet fufficiently changed , till the bed
“ citizens were involved in the fame punifhment
41 with the word . C. Antonius, ” fays he , ‘6if

X 2
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** already opprefTed ; let it be fo : he had a peculiar

“ infamy upon him : yet even he , if I may be
“ allowed to fay it , would not have been con-
“ demned by you : upon whole condemnation a
“ fepulchre was dreffed up to Catiline , and cele-
“ bratcd with a feall and concourfe of our auda>
** cious and domeftic enemies , and funeral rites
“ performed to him : now the death of Lentulus
“ is to be revenged on Flaccus ; and what more
“ agreeable facrifice can you offer to him , than
“ by Flaccus ’s blood to fatiate his deteftable hatred
“ of us all ? Let us then appeafe the manes of
“ Lentulus ; pay the laft honors toCethegus ; recal
“ the banilhed ; nay , let me alfo be puniflied for
“ the excels of my love to my country ; I am
“ already named and marked out for a trial ; have
“  crimes forged , dangers prepared for me ; which

“ if they had attempted by any other method;
“ or if , in the name of the people , they had
“ ftirred up the unwary multitude againft me,
“ I could better have born it ; but it is not to
“ be endured , that they fhould think , to drive
“ ont of the city the authors , the leaders , the
“ champions of our common fafety ; by the help
*e of Senators and Knights , who with one mind

“ and content , affifted fo greatly in the fame
“ caufe. They know the mind and inclination
“ of the Roman people : the people themfelves
“ take all poffible occafions of declaring it : there
“ is no variety in their fentiments , or their lan*
“ guage . If any one therefore call me hither , I
‘‘ come : 1 do not only not refute , but require
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“ the Roman people for my judge : let force
“ only be excluded ; let fwords and ftones be
“ removed ; let mercenaries be quiet ; let flaves
“ be filent ; and when I come to be heard for
4‘ myfelf , there will not be a man fo unjuft , if he
“ be free and a citizen , who will not be of opi-
“ nion , that they ought to vote me rewards , ra-
“ ther than punilhment ” 7. ” He concludes , by
applying himfelf as ufual , to move the pity and
clemency of the bench towards the perfon of the
criminal , by all the topics proper to excite com¬
panion : “ the merit of his former fervices ; the
“ luftre of his family ; the tears of his children;
“ the difcouragement of the honeft :; and the hurt,
“ which the Republic would fuffer , in being de-
“ prived , at fuch a time , of fuch a citizen . ”

Q . Cicero , who fucceeded Flaccusin the province
of Afia , was now entering into the third year of
his government , when Cicero fent him a moft ad¬
mirable letter of advice about the adminiftration of
his province ; fraught with fuch excellent precepts
of moderation , humanity , juftice , and layingdo wn
rules of governing , fo truly calculated for the
good of mankind , that it deferves a place in the
clofets of all who govern : and efpecially of thofe,
who are intruded with the command of foreign
provinces ; who by their diftance from any im¬
mediate control , are often tempted , by the in-
folence of power , to adts of great oppreffion.

The Triumvirate was now dreaded and defceft-
ed by all ranks of men : and Pompeyas the firftof
the league , had the firft fhare of the public hatred:

X 3
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fo that thefe affeders of popularity , fays Cicero,
have taught even ir.odeft men to hifs IJS. Bibulus
was continually teafing them by his edids ; in
which he inveighed and protefted againfl: all their
ads . T hefe edids were greedily received by the
city ; all people got copies of them ; and when¬
ever they were fixed up in the ftreets , it was fcarce
poliible to pal's for the crowds which were reading
them 1’’. Bibulus was extolled to tbefkies ; though
I know not why , fays Cicero , unlefs , like another
Fabius , he is thought to fave the State by doing no¬
thing : for what is all his greatnefs of mind , but a
mere teftimony of his fentiments , without any fervice
to the Republic 140 '{ His edids however provoked
Csefar fo far , that he attempted to excite the mob to
ftorm his houfe , and drag him out by force : and Va-
tinius adually made an affault upon it, though with¬
out fuccefs I41. But while all the world difliked,
lamented , and talked loudly againft thefe proceedings;
and above all , young Curio at he head of the
young Nobility , yet , we feek no remedy , fays Cicero,
through a perfuafion , that there is no refifting , butto our deftrudion I4\

The inclinations of the people were Ihown
chiefly , as he tells us , in the Theatres and public
fhows ; where , when Cacfar entered , he was received
only with a dead applaufe ; but w hen young Curio,
who followed him,  appeared , he was clapped , as
Pompey ufed to be in the height of his glory . And
in the Apollinarian plays Diphilus , the Tragedian,
happening to have fome paffages in his part , which
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were thought to hit the character of Pompey,
he was forced to repeat them a thoufand times:

Thou by our miferies art great -
The time 'will come 'when thou "Wilt •wretchedly la¬

ment that greatnefs■ —
Jf neither law nor cufiom can rejlrain thee --

at each of which fentences , the whole theatre
made fuch a roaring and clapping , that they could
hardly be quieted ” 5. Pompey was greatly
fhocked , to find himfelf fallen fo low in the efteem
of the city : he had hitherto lived in the midft of
glory , an utter ftranger to difgrace , which made
him the more impatient under fo mortifying a
change : “ I could fcarce refrain from tears ” fays
Cicero , “ to fee what an abjed , paultry figure
“ he made in the Roftra , -where he never ufed to
“ appear but with univerfal applaufe and admi-
“ ration ; meanly haranguing againfi: the edicts
“ of Bibulus , and difpleafing not only his au-
“ dience , but himfelf : a fpedacle , agreeable to
“ none , fo much as to Craffus ; to fee him fallen
c‘ fo low from fuch a height : - and as Appelles
« or Protogenes would have been grieved to fee
cc one of their capital pieces befmeared with dirt;
“ fo it was a real grief to me , to fee the man,
“ whom 1 had painted with all the colors of my
“ art , become of a hidden fo deformed : for
“ though no body can think fince the affair of
“ Clodius , that I have any reafon to be his friend;

X 4
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yet my love for him was fo great , that no. in-
<! jury could efface it 1’4.”

Caefar , on the other hand , began to reap
dome part of that fruit , which he expeded from
their union : he forefaw from the firft , that the
odium of it would fall upon Pompey ; the benefit
accrue to himfelf 14’ : till Pompey gradually finking
under the envy , and himfelf infenfibly rifing by
the power of it , they might come at laft to atft
upon a level : or , as Florus ftates the feveral views
of the Three , Caefar wanted to acquire ; Craffus to
increafe ; Pompey to preferve his dignity ,4S. So
that Pompey in reality was but the dupe of the
other two : whereas if he had united himfelf with
Cicero , and through him with the Senate ; whi¬
ther his own and his country ’s intereft called him,
and where , from the different talents of the men,
there could have been no contraft of glory or
power ; he mull have preferved through life,
what his utmoft ambition feemed to aim at , the
charader not only of the firft , but of the heft
citizen in Rome : but by his alliance with Caefar,
he lent his authority to the nurfing up a rival , who
gained upon him daily in credit , and grew too
ftrong for him at laft in power . The people’s dif-
affedion began to open his eyes , and make him
fenfible of his error ; which he frankly owned to
Cicero , and feemed defirous of entering into mea-
fures with him to retrieve it I47. He faw himfelf on
the brink of a precipice , where to proceed was ruin¬
ous , to retreat ignominious ; the honeft were be¬
come his enemies ; and the fadious had never
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been his friends . But though it was eafy to fee
his iniftake , it was difficult to find a remedy:
Cicero preffed the only one , which could be ef¬
fectual , an immediate breach with Csefar; and ufed
all arguments to bring , him to it ; but Csefar was
more fuccefiful , and drew Pompey quite away from
him ; and having got poffeflion , entangled
him fo faft , that he could never difengage himfelf
till it was too late.

But to give a turn to the difpofition of the
people , or to draw their attention at lead another
way , Caefar contrived to amufe the city with the
difcovery of a new confpiracy , to affaffinate Pom¬
pey . Vettius who , in Catiline ’s affair , bad impeached
Caefar , and fmarted feverely for it , was now
inftruCted how to make amends for that ftep,
by fwearing a plot upon the oppofite party ; par¬
ticularly upon young Curio , the brifkeft oppofer
of the Triumvirate . For this purpofe , he infinu-
ated himfelf into Curio ’s acquaintance , and when
he was grown familiar , opened to him a refolu-
tion which he pretended to have taken , of kil¬
ling Pompey ; in expectation of drawing fome ap¬
probation of it from him : but Curio carried the
ftory to his father , who gave immediate informa¬
tion of it to Pompey ; and fo the matter , being
made public , w’as brought before the Senate . This
was a difappointment to Vettius , who had laid his
meafures fo , “ that he himfelf fhould have been
“ feized in the Forum with a poniard ; and his
“ flaves taken alfo with poniards ; and upon his
“ examination , was to have made the firft difco-
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sc  very , if Curio had not prevented him. But durl
“ being now examined before the Senate , he de- wrei
“ nied at firft his having any fuch difcourfe with thin]
“ Curio ; but prefently recanted, and offered to who
t:  difcover what he knew , upon promife of par- partii
“ don , which was readily granted : he then told name
“ them , that there was a plot formed by many great
“ of the young Nobility , of which Curio was the hour
“ head : that Paullus was engaged in it from the rati
“ firft , with Brutus alfo and Le®tulus , the fon of andv
“ the Flamen, with the privity of his father: that whifj
“ Septimius , the fecretary of Bibulus , had brought whei
“ him a dagger from Bibulus himfelf. — This was ther
“ thought ridiculous , that Vettius fhould not be M,,
“ able to procure a dagger , unlefs the Conful had it hi
“ given him one. — Young Curio was called in to plots
“ anfwer to Vettius ’s information , who foon con- wise
“ founded him , and fhowed his narrative to be the<
“ inconfiftent and impoflible : for he had depofed, fute
“ that the young Nobles had agreed to attack a «
“ Pompey in the Forum , on the day when Ga- get
“ binius gave his fhow of Gladiators , and that vate.
“ Paullus was to be the leader in the attack; done
“ but it appeared, that Paullus was in Macedo- T|
“ nia at that very time. The Senate therefore lorn
“ ordered Vettius to be clapt into irons, and that tieI
“ if any man releafed him , he fhould be deemed fulflj
“ a public enemy . ’’ wha

Caefar, however , unwilling to let the matter ' then
drop fo eafiiy , brought him out again the next bya
day , and produced him to the people in the Roftra; prer(
and in that place , where Bibulus , though Conful , temp
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durfl not venture to fhow himfelf , exhibited this
wretch , as his puppet , to utter whatever he fliould
think fit to infpire . Vettius impeachedfeveral here,
whom he had not named before in the Senate;
particularly Lucullus and Domitius ; he did not
name Cicero , but faid , that a certain Senator of
great eloquence , and Confular rank , and a neigh¬
bour of the Conful , had told him , that the times
wanted another Brutus or Ahala . When he had done,
and was going down , being called back again and
whifpered by Vatinius , and then alked aloud,
whether he could recoiled : nothing more , he far¬
ther declared , that Pifo , Cicero ’s fon in Jaw , and
JYT. Laterenfis were alfo privy to the defign Its. But
it happened in this , as it commonly does in all
plots of the fame kind , that the too great eager-
nefs of the managers deftroyed it’s effed : for , by
the extravagance to which it was pulhed , it con¬
futed itfelf ; and was entertained with fo general
a contempt by all orders , that Csefar was glad to
get rid ofit , by ftrangling or poifoning Vettiu ? pri¬
vately in prifon , and giving it out,  that it was
done by the Confpirators ,5 °.

The Senate had ftill one expedient in referve
for mortifying Cxfar , by throwing fome contempti¬
ble Province upon him at the expiration of his Con-
fulfhip ; as the care of the woods or the roads ; or
what fhould give him at leaft no power to moled
them The diftribution of the Provinces was,
by ancient ufage and exprefs law , their undoubted
prerogative ; which had never been invaded or at¬
tempted by the people fo that this piece of
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revenge , or rather felf-defence , feemed to be clearly «as
in their power : but Caefar , who valued no law « f£
or cuftom , which did not ferve his purpofes , with- «t],
out any regard to the Senate , applied himfelf to «m
his better friends , the people ; and by his agent «wj
Vatinius procured from them , by a new and ex- «re
traordinary law , the grant of Cifalpine Gaul , with «fee
the addition of Illyricum , for the term of five years. «fatj
This was a cruel blow to the power of the Senate, «jy
and a diredt infringement of the old conftitution ; tfta
as it transferred to the people a right , which they «jf,
had never exercifed , or pretended 'to before l!I. «m
It convinced the Senate, however , that all oppofition «
was vain ; fo that when Caefar foon after declared
adefire to have the Tranfalpine Gaul added to his «
other Provinces , they decreed it to him readily them- «WJ]
felves ; to prevent his recurring a fecond time to the «
people , and eftabliflnng a precedent , fo fatal to their
authority

Clodius began now to threaten Cicero with all «ai
the terrors of his Tribunate ; to which he was eled- «p,
ed without any oppofition : and in proportion as «m
the danger approached , Cicero ’s apprehenfions cta
were every day more and more alarmed . The «
abfence of his friend Atticus , who was lately gone «w
to Epirus , was an additional mortification to him: «m
for Atticus having a great familiarity with all the «^
Clodian family , might have been offervice , either «
in diffuading Clodius from any attempt , or in «
fifiring out of him at leaf!: what he really intended. «
Cicero prefled him therefore in every letter to come «
back again to Rome ; « If you love me ” , fays he, «^
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et  as much as I am perfuaded you do , hold your-
“ felf ready to run hither , as foon as I call:
“ though I am doing , and will do every thing in
“ my power to fave you that trouble — My
“ wilhes and my affairs require you : I lhall want
“ neither counfel , nor courage , nor forces , if I
“ fee you here at the time. I have reafon to be
“ fatisficd with Varro : Pompey talks divine-
<£ ly 1S‘. —How much do I wilh , that you had
“ ftaid at Rome ; as you furely would have done,
“ if you had imagined how things would happen:
t£  we fhould eafily have managed Clodius , or
“ learnt at leafl: for certain what he meant to do.
“ At prefent he flies about ; raves ; knows not
*c what he would be at ; threatens many ; and
“ will take his meafures perhaps at laft from
££ chance . When he reflects , in what a general
“ odium the adminiftration of our affairs now is,
C£ he feems difpofed to turn his attacks upon the
“ authors of it ; but when he confiders their
“ power , and their armies , he falls again upon
tl  me ; and threatens me both with violence and
« a trial—Many things may be tranfa &ed by our
C£ friend Varro , which , when urged alfo by you,
K would have the greater weight ; many things
“ may be drawn from Clodius himfelf ; many
“ difcovered , which cannot be concealed from
“ you ; but it is abfurd to run into particulars,
“ when I want you for all things —the whole de-
“ pends on your coming before he enters into his
“ Magiftracy tiT. Wherefore , if this finds you
“ afleep , awake yourfelf ; if ftanding ftill , come
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“ away ; if coming , run ; if running , fly : it is ail
“ incredible , what a ftrefs I lay on your counfel hii
“ and prudence ; but above all , on your love and off
“ fidelity , &c. ” wi

Caifar’s whole aim in this affair was to fubdue inti
Cicero ’s fpirit , and diftrefs him fo far , as to force aSi
him to a dependence upon him : for which end , the
while he was privately encouraging Clodius to pur- be'
fue him , he was propofing expedients to Cicero bot
for his fecurity : he offered to put him into the ly|
commiffion , for diftributing the lands of Campania, wh
with which twenty of the principal Senators were the
charged : but as it was an invitation only into the ho
place of one deceafed , and not an original defig- his
nation , Cicero did not think it for his dignity to to.
accept it ; nor cared on any account to bear a part fad
in an affair fo odious 1’9; he then offered , in the jjt
mod obliging manner , to make him one of his ^
Lieutenants in Gaul , and preffed it earneftly upon ef
him : which was both a fure and honorable way ca
of avoiding the danger , and what he might have ac
made ufe of fo far only , as it ferved his purpofe , to
without embarraffing himfelf with the duty of it “ °; thi
yet Cicero , after fome hefitation , declined this ab
alfo . He was unwilling to owe the obligation of no
his fafety to any man , and much more to Caefar;
being defirous , if poffible , to defend himfelf by an
his own ftrength ; as he could eafily have done, tal
if the Triumvirate would not have acted againft ar
him . But this ftiffnefs fo exafperated Caefar, that be
be refolved immediately to alliffc Clodius , with all pa
his power , to opprefs him , and in excufe for it §e
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afterwards , ufed to throw the whole blame on Cicero
himfelf , for flighting fo obftinately all ihe friendly
offers which he made to him T . Pompey all this
while , to prevent his throwing himfelf perhaps
into Caffar’s hands , was giving him the ftrongeil
affurances , confirmed by oaths and vows , that
there was no danger , and that he would fooner
be killed himfelf , than fuffer him to be hurt ; that
both Clodius and his brother Appius had folemn-
ly promifed to adl nothing againft him , but to be
wholly at his difpofal ; and if they did not keep
their word , that he would let all the world fee,
how much he preferred Cicero ’s friendfhip to all
his other engagements . In Cicero ’s account of this
to Atticus , Varro , fays he , gives me full fatis-
fadtion . Pompey loves me , and treats me with
great kindnefs . Do you believe him ? you ’ll fay.
Yes I do , He convinces me , that he is in earn*
eft.—Yet fince all men of affairs, in their hiftori-
cal reflections , and even Poets too in their verfes
admonifh us always to be upon our guard , nor
to believe too eaftly ; I comply with them in one
thing , to ufe all proper caution , as far as I am
able ; but ' for the other , find it impoffible for me
not to believe him .

But whatever really palled between Clodius
and Pompey ; Cicero perceiving that Clodius
talked in a different ftrain to every body elfe,
and denounced nothing but war and ruin to him,
began to be very fufpicious of Pompey , and pre¬
pared to defend himfelf by his genuine forces , the
Senate and the Knights , with the honeft of all
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ranks , who were ready to fly to his affiftance,
from all parts of Italy 1*5. This was the fituation
of affairs , when Clodius entered upon the Tri¬
bunate ; where his firfl a<ft was , to put the fame
affront on Bibulus , which had been offered be¬
fore to Cicero , on laying down that office , by
not fuffering him to fpeak to the people , but only
to take the accuflomed oath.

Q . JVletellus Celer , an excellent Citizen and
Patriot , who from his Confulffiip obtained the
government of Gaul , to which Caefar now fuc-
ceeded , died fuddenly this fummer at Rome , in
the vigor of his health and flower of his age, not
without ' fufpicion of violence . His wife , the Af¬
ter of Clodius , a lewd , intriguing woman , was
Commonly thought to have poifoned him ; as well
to revenge his oppofition to all the attempts of
her brother , as to gain the greater liberty of pur*
fuing her own amours . Cicero does not fcruple
to charge her with it in his fpeech for Caelius,
where he gives a moving account of the death of
her hufband , whom he vifited in his laft moments;
when in broken , faultering accents he foretold the
ftorm , which was ready to break , both upon
Cicero and the Republic ; and in the midfl: of his
agonies fignified it to be his only concern in dy¬
ing , that his friend and his country ffiould be de¬
prived of his help at fo critical a conjuncture “ k

By Metellus ’s death a place became vacant in
the college of Augurs : and though Cicero was fo
fhy of accepting any favor from the Triumvirate,
yet he feems inclined to have accepted this , if it
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had been offered to him , as he intimate ? in a let¬
ter to Atticus . Tell me , fays he , every tittle
of news that is ftirring ; and fince Nepos is leaving
Rome , who is to have his brother ’s Augurate : it
is the only thing with which they could tempt
me . Obferve my weaknefs ! But what have I to
do with fuch things , to which I long to bid a-
dieu , and turn myfelf entirely to Philofophy ? I
am now in earneft to do it ; and wi £h that I had
been fo from the beginning If\  But his inclination
to , the Augurate , at this time , was nothing elfe,
we fee, but a fudden ftart of an unweighed thought;
no fooner thrown out than retraced ; and dropt
only to Atticus , to whom he ufed to open all
bis thoughts with the fame freedom , with which
they offered themfelves to his own mind 16*: for
it is certain , that he might have had this very
Augurate , if he had thought it worth afking for ;
nay , in a letter to Cato , who could not be ignorant
of the fail , he fays , that he had actually flighted it;
which feems indeed to have been the cafe 167: for
though he was within twenty miles of Rome , yethe never flirred from his retreat to folicit or offer
himfelf for it , which he muft neceffarily have done,
if he had any real defxre to obtain it.

Cicero ’s fortunes feemed now tb be in a tottering
condition : his enemies were gaining ground upon
him , and any addition of help from the new
Magiftrates might turn the fcale to his ruin,
Catulus ufed to tell him,  that he had no caufe
to fear any thing ; for that one good Conful was
fufficient to protect him j and Rome had neverVol . L Y
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A. Urb. 695.
Cic. 49.
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NIUS PlSO,
A. Gaeini-
us.

known two bad ones in office together , except in °|
Cinna’s tyranny But that day was now come; ca
and Rome faw in this year , what it had never an
feen before in peaceful times fince it’s foundation,
two profligate men advanced to that high dignity. thi

Thefe were L. Calpurnius Pifo and A. Gabini- hi
us ; the one, the father-in-law of Csefar; the other, to
the creature of Pompey . Before their entrance into by
office , Cicero had conceived great hopes of them, to
and not without reafon; for , by the marriage of to
his daughter , he was allied to Pifo ; who conti- £01
nued to give him all the marks of his confidence, me
and had employed him , in his late eledtion, to to
prefide over the votes of the leading Century ; am
and when he entered into his office , on the firft Bu
of January, afked his opinion the third in the Se- bin
nate , or the next after Pompey and Craflus1" : to
and he might flatter himfelf alfo probably , that, a
on account of the influence which they were un- gi
der , they would not be very - forward to declare cl
themfelves aeainft him t7°. But he prefently found to
himfelf deceived : for Clodius had already fecured ne
them to his meafures, by a private contradt to of
procure for them , by a grant of the people , two af
of the beft Governments of the Empire ; for Pifo, thi
Macedonia , with Greece and Theflaly ; for Ga- vi<
binius, Cilicia : and when this laft was not thought Gr
good enough , and Gabinius feemed to be difpleaf- \vl
ed with his bargain, it was exchanged foon after
for Syria, with a power of making war upon the of
Parthians 171. For this price they agreed to ferve en
him in all his defigns , and particularly in the Ifo
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oppreflion of Cicero ; who on that account , often
calls them , not Confuls , but brokers of Provinces,
and fellers of their Country 172,

They were , both of them , equally corrupt in
their morals yet very different in their tempers.
Pifo had been accufed the year before by P . Clo-
dius , of plundering and opprefling the allies: when
by throwing himfelf at the feet of his judges in
the mod abjed manner , and in the midft of a vi¬
olent rain , he is faid to have moved the compaf-
flon of the bench , who thought it punilhment
enough for a man of his birth , to be reduced to
the neceflity of proftrating himfelf fo miferably,
andrifingfo deformed and befmeared with dirt 173.
But in truth , it was Csefar’s authority that faved
him and reconciled him at the fame time to Clo-
dius . In his outward carriage , he affeded the
mien and garb of a Philofopher ; and his afped
greatly contributed to give him the credit of that
charader : he was fevere in his looks ; fqualid in
his drefs ; flow in his fpeech ; morofe in his man¬
ners ; the very pidure of antiquity , and a pattern
of the ancient Republic ; ambitious to be thought
a Patriot , and a reviver of the old difcipline . But
this garb of rigid virtue covered a mod lewd and
vicious mind : he was furrounded always with
Greeks , to imprint a notion of his learning : but
while others entertained them for the improve¬
ment of their knowledge ; he , for the gratification
of his lufts ; as his cooks , his pimps , or his drunk¬
en companions . In (bort , he was a dirty , fottifh,
ftupid , Epicurean ; wallowing in all the low and

Y e
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filthy pleafures of life ; till a falfe opinion of his ^
wifdom , the fplendor of his great family , and the w
fmoaky images of anceflors whom he refembled ad'
in nothing but his complexion , recommended him tha
to the Confullhip ; which expofed the genuine zen
temper and talents of the man 174. the

His Colleague Gabinius was no hypocrite but peo
a profeffed rake from the beginning ; gay , foppilh, Thi
luxurious ; always curled , and perfumed ; and liv- of
ing in a perpetual debauch of gaming , wine , and ftoi
women ; void of every principle of virtue , honor , ty,
and probity ; and fo defperate in his fortunes Cei
through the extravagance of his pleafures , that anj
he had no other refource , or hopes of fubfiflence , fcf
but from the plunder of the Republic . In his by
Tribunate , to pay his court to Pompey , he ex- gem
pofed to the mob the plan of Lucullus ’s houfe , tend
to fliow what an expenfive fabric one of the
greatefl fubjecls of Rome was building , as he th
would intimate , out of the fpoils of the Treafury : to
yet this vain man , oppreffed with debts , and hi
fcarce able to fliow his head , found means , from pu
the perquifites of his Confullhip , to build a much of
more magnificent palace , than Lucullus himfelf rat
had done 17' . No wonder then , that two fuch of
Confuls , ready to facrifice the Empire itfelf to all
their lulls and pleafures , fiiould barter away the liu
fafety and fortunes of a private Senator , whofe flic
virtue was a Handing reproof to them , and whofe fu;
Very prefence gave fome check to the free in - dr
dulgence of their vices. hi;

Ciodius having gained the Confuls , made his w<



M . T . CICERO. 325

next attempt upon the people , by obliging them
with feveral new laws , contrived chiefly for their
advantage , which he now promulgated . Firft,
that corn fliould be diftributed gratis to the Citi¬
zens . Secondly , that no IVlagiftrates fliould take
the Aufpices , or obferve the heavens , when the
people were adually affembled on public bufmefs.
Thirdly , that the old Companies or Fraternities
of the City , which the Senate had aboliflied,
fliould be revived , and new ones inftituted . Fourth¬
ly , to pleafe thofe alfo of higher rank , that the
Cenfors fliould not expel from the Senate , or inflid
any mark of infamy on any man , who was not
jirft openly accufed and convided of fome crime
by their joint fentence 17*. Thefe laws , though
generally agreeable , were highly unfeafonable;
tending to relax the public difcipline , at a time
when it wanted moft to be reinforced : Cicero took
them all to be levelled at himfelf , and contrived
to pave the way to his ruin ; fo that he provided
his friend L. Ninnius , one of the Tribunes , to
put his negative upon them ; efpecially on the law
of Fraternities ; which , under color of incorpo¬
rating thofe focieties , gave Clodius an opportunity
of gathering an army , and inlifting into his fervice
all the fcum and dregs of the City 177. Dion Caf-
flus fays , that Clodius fearing , left this oppofition
fliould retard the effed of his other projeds , per-
fuaded Cicero , in an amicable conference , to with¬
draw his Tribune , and give no interruption to
his laws , upon a promife and condition , that he
would not make any attempt againft him 178: but

Y 3
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we find from Cicero ’s account , that it was the
advice of his friends , which induced him to be
quiet againft his own judgment ; becaufe the laws
themfelves were popular , and did not perfonally
afFedt him : though he blamed bitnfelf foon after¬
wards for his indolence , and expoftulated with
Atticus for advifing him to it ; when he felt to
Inis cofi: the advantage which Clodius had gained
by it 179.

For the true defign of all thefe laws was , to
introduce only with better grace , the grand plot
of the play ; the baniflnment of Cicero : which
■was now diredtly attempted by a fpecial law , im¬
porting , that whoever had taken the life of a
Citizen uncondemned and without a trial , fliould
be prohibited from fire and water 180. Though
Cicero was not named , yet he was marked out
by the law : his crime was , the putting Catiline ’s
accomplices to death ; which though not done
by his fingle authority , but by a general vote
of the Senate , and after a folemn hearing and de¬
bate , was alledged to be illegal , and contrary to
the liberties of the people . Cicero , finding him-
felf thus reduced to the condition of a criminal,
changed his habit upon it , as it was ufual in the
cafe of a public impeachment ; and appeared about
the ftreets in a fordid or mourning gown , to ex¬
cite the compaffion of his Citizens : whilft Clodius,
at the head of his mob , contrived to meet and
infult him at every turn ; reproaching him for his
cowardice and deje&ion , and throwing dirt and
ftones at him ,SI. But Cicero foon gathered friends
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enough about him to fecure him from fuch in-
fnlts ; “ the whole body of the Knights and the
tc  young Nobility , to the number of twenty -thou-
<£ fand 1,1, with young Cralfus at their head;
“ who all changed their habit , and perpetually
“ attended him about the City , to implore the
“ protection and affiftance of the people . ”

The City was now in great agitation , and every
part of it engaged on one fide or the other . The
Senate met in the Temple of Concord ; while
Cicero ’s friends aflembled in the Capitol ; whence
all the Knights and the young Nobles went in
their habit of mourning to throw themfelves at
the feet of the Confuls , and beg their interpofition
in Cicero ’s favor . Pifo kept his houfe that day
on purpofe to avoid them ; but Gabinius received
them with intolerable rudenefs , though their peti¬
tion was feconded by the entreaties and tears of
the whole Senate : he treated Cicero ’s character
and Confullhip with the utmoft derifion , and
repulfed the whole company with threats and
infults for their fruitlefs pains to fupport a finking
caufe . This raifed great indignation in the affem-
bly ; where the Tribune Ninnius , inftead of being
difcouraged by the violence of the Conful , made
a motion , that the Senate alfo fliould change their
habit with the reft of the City ; which was agreed to
inftantly by an unanimous vote . Gabinius , enraged
at this , flew out of the Senate into the Forum;
where he declared to the people from the Roftra,
“ that men were miftaken to imagine , that the
“ Senate had any power in the Republic ; that the

Y 4
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“ Knights fbould pay dear for that day’s work;
u when , in Cicero ’s Confuhhip , they kept guard
e‘ in the Capitol with their drawn fwords : and
“ that the hour was now come , when thofe,
“  who lived at that time in fear , fhould revengee‘ themfelves on their enemies ; and to confirm the
“ truth of what he faid , he banifhed L. Lamia,
“ a Roman Knight , two hundred miles from the
“ City , for his diflinguifhed zeal and activity in
Ci Cicero ’s fervice 1" ; ” an atft of power , which no
Conful before him had ever prefumed to exert on
any Citizen ; which was followed prefently “ by
“ an edidt from both the Confuls ; forbidding the

Senate to put their late vote in execution , and
cc enjoining them to refume their ordinary drefs IS4.
“ And where is there , ” fays Cicero , “ in all
“ hiftory , a more illuftrious teftimony to the honor
‘‘  of any man , than , that all the honeft by private
“ inclination , and the Senate by a public decree,
u Ihould change their habit for the fake of a fingleCitizen ? ISS .”

But the refolution of changing his gown was
too hafly and inconfjderate , and helped to preci¬
pitate his ruin . He was not named in the law,
nor perfonally affe&ed by it : the terms of it were
general and feemingly juft , reached only to thofe,
who had taken the life of a Citizen illegally.
Whether this was his cafe , or not , was not yet
the point in iffue, but to be the fubjeft of another
trial : fo that by making himfelf a criminal before
Jiis time , he fhortened the trouble of his enemies,
fiifcouraged his friends , and made his cafe more
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defperate than he needed to have done : whereas,
if he had taken the part of commending or flight¬
ing the law , as being wholly unconcerned in it;
and when he came to be adually attacked by a
fecond law , and brought to a trial upon it , had
flood refolutely upon his defence , he might have
baffled the malice of his profecutors . He was fenfi-
ble of his error , when it was too late ; and oft
reproaches Atticus , that being a (lander by , and
lefs heated in the game than Iiimfelf , he would
fuffer him to make fuch blunders 18S.

As the other Conful , Pifo , had not yet expli-
citely declared himfelf , fo Cicero , accompanied
by his fon - in - law , who was his near kinfman,
took occafion to make him a vifit , in hopes to
move him to efpoufe his caufe , and fupport the
authority of the Senate . They went to him about
eleven in the morning , and found him, as Cicero
afterwards told the Senate , “ coming out from a
“ little , dirty hovel freflr from the lad night ’s
“ debauch , with his flippers on , his head muffled,
“ and his breath fo ftrong of wine , that they
“ could hardly bear the fcent of it : he excufed
“ his drefs , and fmell of wine , on the account
“ of his ill health ; for which he was obliged , ” he
faid , “ to take fome vinous medicines ; but he
“ kept them (landing all the while in that filthy
“ place , till they had finifhed their bufinefs. As
“ foon as Cicero entered into the affair, he frankly
“ told them , that Gabinius was fo miferably poor,
“ as not to be able to (how his head ; and mud
“ be utterly ruined , if he could nor procure fome
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“ rich province ; that he had hopes of one from ^
“ Clodius , but defpaired of any thing from the j,
“ Senate ; that for his own part , it was his bufi- «
“ nefs to humor him on this occafion , as Cicero «
*c had humored his Colleague in his Confulfhip , «
“ and that there was no reafon to implore the «
“  help of the Confuls , fince it was every man ’s ■■
“ duty to look to himfelf 1**: ” which was all that «
they could get from him. v

Clodius , all the while , was not idle , but pufhed «
on his law with great vigor ; and calling the people
into the Flaminian Circus , fummoned thither alfo ^
the young Nobles and the Knights , who were fo
bufy in Cicero ’s caufe , to give an account of their n
conduct to that aflembly : but as foon as they ^
appeared , he ordered his flaves and mercenaries or
to fall upon them with drawn fwords , and vollies
of ftones , in fo rude a manner , that Hortenfius ^
was almoft killed , andVibienus , another Senator, t
fo defperately hurt , that he died foon after of his
wounds Here he produced the two Confuls , to ^
deliver their fentiments to the people on the merit ^
of Cicero ’s Confulfhip ; when Gabinius declared ^
with great gravity that he utterly condemned the
putting Citizens to death without a trial : Pifo
only faid , that he had always been on the merci¬
ful fide , and had a great averfion to cruelty ^
The reafon of holding this affembly in the Flami-
nian Circus , without the gates of Rome , was to „
give Csefar an opportunity of artifting at it, who , '
being now inverted with a military command,
could not appear within the walls . Caefar therefore



being called upon , after the Confuls , to deliver
his mind on the fame queftion , declared , “ that
“ the proceedings againft Lentulus and the reft
“ were irregular and illegal ; but that he could

not approve the defign of punifhing any body
“ for them : that all the world knew his fenfe of
“ the matter , and that he had given his vote
“ againft taking away their lives ; yet he did not
“ think it right to propound a law at this time,
“ about things that were fo long paft ” °. ” This
anfwer was artful , and agreeable to the part which
he was then acting ; for while it confirmed the
foundation of Clodius ’s law , it carried a fhow of
moderation towards Cicero ; or , as an ingenious
writer exprefies it , left appearances only to the
one , but did real fervice to the other 151.

In this fame affembly , Clodius got a new law
likewife enaded , that made a great alteration in
the conftitution of the Republic ; viz . the repeal
of the JElian and Fufian laws : by which the
people were left at liberty to tranfad all public
bufinefs , even on the days called Fafti , without
being liable to be obftruded by the Magiftrates
on any pretence whatfoever 151. The two laws,
now repealed , had been in force about a hundred
years ” ’ ; and made it unlawful to ad any thing
with the people , while the Augurs or Confuls
were obferving the heavens and taking the aufpices.
This wife conftitution was the main fupport of
the ariftocratical intereft , and a perpetual curb to
the petulance of fadious Tribunes , whofe chief
opportunity of doing mifchief lay in their power
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of obtruding dangerous laws upon the City , by
their credit with the populace . “ Cicero therefore
“  frequently laments the lofs of thefe two laws,
“ as fatal to the Republic ; ” he calls them “ the
“ moft facred and falutary laws of the State ; the
“ fences of their civil peace and quiet ; the very

<c walls and bulwarks of the Republic ; which had
“ held out againft the hercenefs of the Gracchi;
“ the audacioufnefs of Saturninus ; the mobs of
“ Drufus ; the bloodlhed of Cinna ; the arms of
“ Sylla ,,4)” to be abolifhed at laft by the violence
of this worthlefs Tribune.

Pompey , who had hitherto been giving Cicero
the ftrongeft alfurances of his friendlhip , and been
frequent and open in his vifits to him , began now,
as the plot ripened towards a crifis, to grow cool
and referved ; while the Clodian faction , fearing
left he might be induced at laft to protect him,
were employing all their arts “ to infufe jealoufies
“ and fufpicions into him of a defign againft him
“ from Cicero . They polled fome of their conii-
“ dents at Cicero ’s houfe , to watch his coming
“ thither , and to admonilh him by whifpers and
“ billets put into his hands , to be cautious of
“ venturing himfelf there , and to take better care
“ of his life ; which was inculcated to him like-
“ wife fo ftrongly at home by perpetual letters
“ and meflages from pretended friends , that he
u thought lit to withdraw himfelf from the City,
“ to his houfe on the Alban hill I9!. ” It cannot
be imagined , that he could entertain any real
apprehenfton of Cicero ; both Cicero ’s character
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and his own make that incredible : but if he
had conceived any , it was not , as Cicero fays,
againft him , but againft the common enemies of
them both , left they might poflibly attempt fome-
what in Cicero ’s name ; and,  by the opportunity
of charging it upon Cicero , hope to get rid of
them both at the fame time. But the moft probable
conjedture is , that being obliged , by his engage¬
ments with Caefar, to defert Cicero , and fuffer
him to be driven out of the City , he was willing
to humor thefe infinuations , as giving the moft
plaufible pretext of excufing his perfidy.

But Cicero had ftill with him not only all the
beft , but much the greateft part of the City;
determined to run all hazards , and expofe their
lives for his fafety 196; and was more than a match
for all the ftrength of Clodjus and the Confuls , if
the Triumvirate only would ftand neuter : Before
things came therefore to extremity , he thought it
advifable to prefs Pompey in fuch a manner , as
to know for certain , what he had to expedt from
him : fome of his chief friends undertook this
talk ; Lucullus , Torquatus , Lentulus , &c. who,
with a numerous attendance of Citizens , went to
find him at his Alban Villa , and to intercede
with him , not to defert the fortunes of his old
friend . He received them civilly , though coldly;
referring them wholly to the Confuls , and declar¬
ing “ that he , being only a private man , could
« not pretend to take the field againft an armed
“ Tribune , without a public authority ; but if
“ the Confuls , by a decree of the Senate , would
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"■ enter into the affair , he would prefently arm“ liimfelf in their defence “ 7. ” With this anfwer
they addreffed themfeives again to the Confuls:
but with no better fuccefs than before : Gabinius
treated them rudely ; but Pifo calmly told them,
that he was not fo flout a Conful , as Torquatus
and Cicero had been ; that there was no need of
arms , or fighting ; that Cicero might i’ave the
Republic a fecond time , if he pleafed , by with¬
drawing himfelf ; for if he flaid , it would coft
an infinite quantity of civil blood ; and in fhort,
that neither he , nor his colleague , nor his fon-
in -law , Csefar , would relinquifli the party of the
Tribune I,s .

After this repulfe , Cicero refolved to make
his laft effort on Pompey , by throwing himfelf in
perfon at his feet . Plutarch tells us , that Pompey
flipt out a back door , and would not fee him : but
it is certain from Cicero ’s account , that he was
admitted to an audience ; “ and when he began
“ to prefs , and even fupplicate him , in a manner
« the mofl affeding , that Pompey flatly refufed
« to help him ; alledging in excufe to himfelf,
« the neceflity , which he was under , of a&ing
« nothing againft the will of Csefar ” This
experiment convinced Cicero that he had a much
greater power to contend with , than what had
yet appeared in fight : he called therefore a coun¬
cil of his friends , with intent to take his final
refolution , agreeably to their advice . The quef-
tion w »s , Whether it was beft to flay , and defend
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himfelf by force ; or to fave the effufion of blood*
by retreating , till the ftorm fhould blow over;
Lucullus advifed the firft ; but Cato , and above
all Hortenfius , warmly urged the laft , which con.-
curring alfo with Atticus ’s advice , as well as the
fears and entreaties of all his own family , made
him refolve to quit the field to his enemies , and
fubmit to a voluntary exile

A little before his retreat he took a fmall ftatue
of Minerva , which had long been reverenced in
his family , as a kind of Tutelar Deity , and carrying
it to the Capitol , placed it in the Temple of
Jupiter under the title of Minerva , the guardian
of the City His view might poffibly be to
fignify , that after he had done all , which hu¬
man prudence could contrive , for the defence of
the Republic , he was now forced to give it up
to the protection of the Gods ; fince nothing lets
than the interpofition of fome Deity could pre-
ferve it from ruin ; or rather , as he himfelf
feems to intimate , in the uncertain iffue of his
flight , and the plunder of his goods , which was
likely to enfue , he had a mind to preferve this
facred image , in the raoft confpicuous part of the
City , as a monument of his fervices , which
would naturally excite an affectionate remem¬
brance of him in the people , by letting them
fee , that his heart was ftill there , where he had
depofited his Gods . After this aCt he withdrew
himfelf in the night , efcorted by a numerous
guard of friends , who , after a day ’s journey or
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two , left him , with great expreffions of tender-
nefs , to purfue his way towards Sicily ; which
he propofed for the place of his refidence , and
where , for his eminent fervices to the ifland,
he affured himfelf of a kind reception and faferetreat. T
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HE wretched alternative to which Cicero A, Urb. 69*.
Was reduced , of lofing either his country or his Cic. 49.
life , is fufficient to confute all the cavils of thofe,
who , from a hint or two in his writings , ob- 1
fcurely thrown out , and not well Underftood , are A
fo forward to charge him with the levity of U8.
temporizing , or felling himfelf for any bribe,
which could feed his vanity : for nothing is more
evident , than that he might not only have avoid¬
ed this ftorm , but obtained whatever honors he
pleafed , by entering into the meafures of the Tri¬
umvirate , and lending his authority to the fuppore
of their power ; and that the only thing which
provoked Caefar to bring this calamity upon him
was , to fee all his offers flighted , and his friendlhip
utterly rejeded by him *. “ This ” he exprefsly
declares to the Senate , who were confcious of the
truth of it ; “ That Caefar had tried all means to
“ induce him to take part in the ads of his Con-
“ fulfhip ; had offered him Commiffions and
“ Lieutenancies of what kind , and with what
“ privileges he fliould defire ; to make him even
“ a fourth in the alliance of the Three , and to
“ hold him in the fame rank of friendlhip with.
“ Pompey himfelf. — Ail which I refufed, ” fays
he , “ not out of flight to Caefar, buy conftancy
“ to my principles ; and becaufe I thought the

Vol.  I . z
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“ acceptance of them unbecoming the character,
“ which I fuftained ; how wifely , 1 will not dif-
“ pute ; but I am fure , that it was firmly and
“ bravely ; when inllead of baffling the malice
“ of my enemies , as I could eafily have done
V by that help , I chofe to fuffer any violence,
“ rather than defert your intereft , and defcend
“ from my own rank \ ”

Csefar continued at Rome , till he faw Cicero
driven out of it ; but had no fooner laid down
his Confullhip , than he began to be attacked and
affronted himfelf , by two of the new Praetors,
L. Domitius and C. Memmius ; who called in
quefbon the validity of his adts, and made feveral
efforts in the Senate to get them annulled by public
authority. But the Senate had no ftomach to
meddle with an affair fo delicate : fo that the
whole ended in fome fruitlefs debates and alter¬
cations ; and Caefar, to prevent all attempts of
that kind in his abfence , took care always , by
force of bribes , to fecure the leading Magiftrates
to his interefts ; and fo went off to his province
of Gaul \ But as this unexpected oppofition
gave fome little ruffle to the Triumvirate , fo it
ferved them as an additional excufe for their
behaviour towards Cicero ; alledging , that their
qwtn dangers were nearer to them , than other
people ’s ; and that they were obliged for their
own fecurity , not to irritate fo popular a Tribune
as Clodii’s

As £oon as it was known that Cicero was
gone , ,Clodius filled the Forum vyith his band of
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Raves and incendiaries , and publifhed a fecond
law , to the Roman People , as lie called them,
though there was not one honeft Citizen , or man
of credit among them The law , as we may
gather from the fcattered paflages.of it , was coni
ceived in the following terms.

“ Whereas M . T ..Cicero has put Roman Citizens
to death unheard and uncondemned ; and for that
end forged the authority and decree of the Senate:
may it pleafe you to ordain , that he be interdicted
from lire and water : that no body preiume to har¬
bour or receive him on pain of death : and that
whoeverjfltall move , fpeak , vote , or take any
Rep towards recalling him , he fhould be treated as
a public enemy ; unlefs thofe fhould firft be recalled
to life , whom Cicero unlawfully put to death V ’ •

The law was drawn by Sext . Ciodius , the kink
man and prime minifter of the Tribune ; though
Vatinius alfo laid fome claim to it , and was the
only one of Senatorian rank who openly ap¬
proved it 7. It was effentially' null and invalid ,
both for the matter and the form : for in the firft
place , it was not properly a law but what they
called a privilege ; or an adt , to inflidV penalties on
a particular Citizen byname , without any previous
trial ; which was exprefsly prohibited by the m'oft
facred and fundamental conftitutions of the Repu¬
blic 8. Secondly , the terms of it were fo abfurd i
that they annulled themfelves ; for it enadted , not
that Cicero may or fhould be , but that he be
interdidled ; which was impoffible ; fince no power
on earth , fays Cicero , can make a thing to be

Z 3
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done , before it be done \ Thirdly , the penal ^
pfaufe being grounded on a fnggeftion notorioufly <]e
falfe , that Cicero had forged the decrees of the b0
Senate ; it could not poffibly ftand , for want of a of,
foundation 1". Laftly , though it provided that no the
body fhould harbour him , yet it had not ordered jjec
him to be expelled , or enjoined him to quit the fun
City “ . It was the cuftom , in all laws made by Gal
the Tribes , toinfert the name of the Tribe , which tatii
was firll called to vote ^ and of the man , whofirft j0(^
voted in it for the law ; that he might be tranf- cot
mitted down with the law itfelf , as the principal pei
efpoufer and promoter of it I2. This honor was Up,
given to one Sedulius , a mean , obfeure fellow , |
without any fettled habitation , who yet afterwards p0I
declared , that he was not in Rome at the time , ^
and knew nothing at all of the matter : which ^
gave Cicero occaiion to obferve , when he was
reproaching Clodius with this ad , that Sedulius 0f
might eafily be the firfb voter , who for want of a Qa
lodging , ufed to lie all night in the Forum ; but it tj,e
was ftrange , that when he was driven to the neceffity to
of forging a leader , he fhould not be able to find a COr
more reputable one ceri

With this law againft Cicero , there was another tj,e
published at the fame time , which according to y0l
die ftipulation already mentioned , was to be the flx
pay and price for it : to grant to the two Confuls ^
the provinces above fpecified , with a provifion
of whatever troops and money they thought fit 14. ^
Both the laws paffed without oppofxtion ; and ^
Clodius loft no time in putting the firft of them in (
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execution ; but fell to work immediately in plun¬
dering , burning and demolifhing Cicero ’s houfes,
both in the City and the country . The beft part
of his goods was divided between the twoConfuls;
the marble columns of his Palatine houfe were car¬
ried publicly to Pifo ’s father -in-law ; and the rich
furniture of his Tufculan Villa to his neighbour
Gabinius ; who removed even the trees of his plan¬
tations into his own grounds I?: and to make the
lots of his houfe in Rome irretrievable , Clodius
confecrated the Area , on which it flood , to the
perpetual fervice of religion , and built a temple
upon it to the Goddefs Liberty

While Cicero ’s houfe was in flames , the two
Confuls , with all their feditious crew round
them , were publicly feafting and congratulating
each other for their vidtory , and for having re¬
venged the death of their old friends on the head
of Cicero : where , in the gaiety of their hearts,
Gabinius openly bragged , that he had always been
the favorite of Catiline ; and Pifo , that he was coufxn
to Cethegus I7. Clodius in the mean while , not
content with exerting his vengeance only on Ci¬
cero’s houfes , purfued his wife and children with
the fame fury : and made feveral attempts to get
young Cicero , the fon,into his hands , then about
fix years old , with an intent to kill him 18: but the
child was carefully guarded by the friends of the
family and removed from the reach of his malice.
Terentia had taken fandtuary in the temple of Vefta,
but was dragged out of it forcibly , by his orders,
to the public Office or Tribunal , where he was

Z 3
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fitting , to be examined , about the concealment of
her hufband ’s effedts: blit being a woman of fingular
fpirit and refolution , fhe bore all his infults with
a mafculine courage

But while Clodius feemed to aim at nothing
in this affair, but the gratiHcation of his revenge,
he was carrying on a private intereft at the fame
time , which he had much at heart . The houfe ,
in which he himfelf lived , was contiguous to a his
part of Cicero ’s ground ; which , being now to
laid open , made that fide of the Palatine hill the va
mofl airy and dcfirable fituation in Rome : his he
intention therefore was , by the purchafe of an- an
other houfe which flood next to him , to make the ter
whole Area his own , with the benefit of the fine At,
Portico and Temple annexed : fo that he had no twe
fooner demolifhed Cicero ’s houfe , than he began his
to treat with the owner of the next , Q . Seius cm'
Foflumus , a Roman Knight , who abfolutely refufed of
to fell it , and declared , that Clodius , of all men , he
fliould never have it , while he lived ; Clodius fer
threatened to obftruct his windows ; but finding that glc
neither his threats , nor offers availed any thing , tici
he contrived , to get the Knight poifoned ; and fo mjc
bought the houfe , after his death , at the fale of his this
effedts, by outbidding all who offered for it . His of
next Hep was , to fecure the remaining part of hail
Cicero ’s area , which was not included in the con-
fecration , and was now alfo expofed by his direc- B0,
tion to a public audtion ; but as it was not eafy the
to find any Citizen who would bid for it ; and he j,js
did not care to buy it in his own name , he was
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forced to provide an obfeure needy fellow , called
Scato , to purchafe it for him , and by that means
became mafter of the moft fpacious habitation in
all the City

This defolation of Cicero ’s fortunes at home,
and the mifery , which he buffered abroad , in
being deprived of every thing that was dear to
him , foon made him repent of the refolution of
his flight ; which he aferibes to the envy and
treachery of his counfeJlors , who taking the ad¬
vantage of his fears , and the perplexity , which
he was under , pulhed him to an adl both ruinous
and inglorious . This he chiefly charges on Hor-
tenfius : and though he forbears to name him to
Atticus , on account of the ftridt friendfiiip be¬
tween them , yet he accufes him very freely to
his brother Quintus , of coming every day infidi-
oufly to his houfe , and with the greateft profeffions
of zeal and affedtion, perpetually infinuating to his
hopes and fears , that by giving way to the pre-
fent rage , he could not fail of being recalled with
glory in three days time *r. Hortenfius was par¬
ticularly intimate at this time with Pompey ; and
might poflibly be employed to urge Cicero to
this ftep , in order to fave Pompey the difgrace
of being forced to adt againft him with a high
hand . But let that be as it will , it was Pom-
pey ’s condudt , which fliocked Cicero the moft:
not for it’s being contrary to his oaths , which
the ambitious can eafily difpenfe with , but to
his intereft , which they never negledf , but through
weaknefs . The confideration of what was ufeful

Z4



to Pompey , made him depend on his affiftancej
he could have guarded againft his treachery , but
could not fufpeCt him of the folly , of giving
himfelf entirely up to Caefar , who was the prin¬
cipal mover and director of the whole affair.

In this ruffled and querulous ftate of his mind,
flung with the recollection of his own miftakes,
and the perfidy of his friends , he frequently la¬
ments , that he had not tried the fate of arms,
and refolved either to conquer bravely , or fall ho¬
norably : which he dwells fo much upon in his
letters , as to feem perfuaded , that it would have
been his wifeft courfe . But this is a problem , not
eafy to be folved : it is certain , that his enemies
were ufmg alt arts , to urge him to the refolution
of retreating ; as if they apprehended the con¬
sequences of his ftay ; and that the real aim of the
Triumvirate was , not to deflroy , but to humble
him : yet it is no lefs certain , that all refiftance
muft have been vain , if they had found it necef-
fary to exert their ftrength againft him ; and
that they had already proceeded too far , to Suffer
him to remain in the City , in defiance of them:
and if their power had been actually employed
to drive him away , his return muft have been
the more defperate , and they the more interefted
to keep him out ; fo that it feems to have been
his moft prudent part , and the moft agreeable to
his charader , to yield , as he did , to the neceffity
of the times.

But we have a full account of the motives of
his retreat , in the Speeches , which he made after
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his return , both to the Senate and the people.
“ When I faw the Senate ” , fays he , “ deprived of
“ its leaders ; myfelf partly pulhed , and partly
“ betrayed by the Magiftrates , the flaves en-
“ rolled by name , under the color of Frater*
“ nities ; the remains of Catiline ’s forces brought
“ again into the field , under their old Chiefs;
“ the Knights terrified with Profcriptions ; the
“ Corporate Towns with military execution ;
“ and all with death and deftruction ; I could
“ flill have defended myfelf by arms ; and was
“ advifed to it by many brave friends , nor did
“ I want that fame courage , which you had all
“ feen me exert on other occafions ; but when
“ I faw , at the fame time , that , if I conquered
“ my prefent enemy , there were many more
“ behind , whom I had ftill to conquer ; that
“ if I happened to be conquered , many honefi:
“ men would fall both with me and after me;
“ that there were people enough ready to re-
“ venge the Tribune ’s blood , while the punilh-
“ ment of mine would be left to the forms of a trial
“ and to pofterity ; I refolved not to employ force
“ in defending my private fafety , after 1 had de-
“ fended that of the public without it : and was
“ willing , that honefi men fhould rather lament
“ the ruin of my fortunes , than make their own
“ defperate by adhering to me : and if after all
“ I had fallen alone , that would have been
“ diflhonorable to myfelf : if amidft the Daughter
“ of my Citizens , fatal to the Republic

In another fpeech ; “ If in fo good a caufe , ”
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fays he , “ fnpported with fuch zeal by the Se-
“ nate ; by the concurrence of all honeft men;
“ by the ready help of all Italy ; I had given
“ way to the rage of a defpicable Tribune , or

feared the levity of two contemptible Con-
“ fuls , I muft own myfelf to have been a cow-
“ ard , without heart or head — but there were

- st  other things which moved me . That fury
“ Clodius was perpetually proclaiming in his
“ harangues , that what he did againft me , was
“ done by the authority of Pompey , Craffus,
“ and Csefar —that thefe Three were his coun-
“ fellors in the cabinet , his leaders in the field;
“ one of whom had an army already in Italy , and
“ the other Two could raife one whenever they
“ pleafed - What then ? Was it my part to

regard the vain brags of an enemy , falfly
u  thrown out againft thofe eminent men ? No;
“ it was not his talking , but their filence , which
“  fhocked me ; and , though they had other
“ reafons for holding their tongues , yet to one
“ in my circumfiances , their faying nothing was
“ a declaration ; their filence a confeffion : ' they
“ had caufe indeed to be alarmed on their own
“ account , left their adts of the year before
“ ftiould be annulled by the Prators and the

Senate - -many people alfo were inftilling
<! jealoufies of me into Pompey , and perpetu-
<c ally admonilhing : him to beware of me- *—
“ and as for Caefar , whom fome imagined to be
“ angry with me , he was at the gates of the
“ City with an army ; the command of which
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“ he had given to Appius , my enemy’s bro-
“ ther —When I faw all this , which was open
“ and manifeft to every body ; what could I
“ do ? - When Clodius declared in a public
“ fpeech , that I mull either conquer twice , or
“ perilh —fo that neither my victory , nor my
“ fall would have reftored the peace of the Re-
“ public **.

Clodius , having fatiated his revenge upon
Cicero , propofed another law , not lefs violent
and unjuft , againft Ptolemy , King of Cyprus ; to
deprive him of his kingdom , and reduce it to a
Roman province , and confifcate his whole eftate,
This Prince was brother to the King of /Egypt,
and reigning by the fame right of hereditary fuc-
ceffion ; in full peace and amity with Rome ; ac-
cufed of no pra&ices , nor fufpedied of any defigns
againft the Republic ; whofe only crime was to
be rich and covetous ; fo that the law was an
unparallelled adt of injuftice , and what Cicero , in
a public fpeech , did not fcruple to call a mere
robbery But Clodius had an old grudge to
the King , for refufing to ranfom him , when he
was taken by the Pirates ; and fending him only
the contemptible fum of two talents ” : and
what , fays Cicero , muft other Kings think of their
fecurity , to fee their crowns and fortunes at the
difpofal of a Tribune , and fix hundred mercena¬
ries 17? The law palfed , however , without any
oppofition ; and to fandtify it , as it were , and
give it the better face and color of juftice , Cato
was charged with the execution of it : which gave
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Clodius a double pleafure , by impofing fo Ihame-
ful a talk upon the graveft man in Rome . It Ci
was a part likewife of the fame law , as well as fp«
of Cato ’s commiffion , to reftore certain exiles of C2
Byzantium , whom their city had driven out for the
crimes againft the public peace **. The engag- “c
ing Cato in fuch dirty work was a mafter-piece , “n
and ferved many purpofes of great ufe to Clo* “d:
dius : firft , to get rid of a troublefome adverfary “ o
for the remainder of his magiftracy : fecondly , to " tl
fix a blot on Cato himfelf , and Ihow , that the moft “ o
rigid pretenders to virtue might be caught by a * <1
proper bait : thirdly , to Hop his mouth for the “ 1
future , as he openly bragged , from clamoring “1
againft extraordinary commiflions : fourthly , to "h,
oblige him , above all , to acknowledge the Validity “fu
of his ads , by his fubmitting to bear a part in 11 w
them **. The Tribune had the fatisfadion to “i
fee Cato taken in his trap ; and received a congra- “ I
tulatory letter upon it from Caefar , addrefled to “ i
him in the familiar ftyle , of Csefar to Clodius ; “ (
which he read publicly to the people , as a proof of “ l
the fingular intimacy between them 3°.  King Pto - “c
lemy , in the mean while , as foon as he heard of the can
law , and of Cato ’s approach towards Cyprus , put higl
an end to his life by poifon , unable to bear the the
difgrace , of lofing at once both his crown and his Clo
wealth . Cato executed his commiffion with great wh
fidelity ; and returned the year following , in a kind Clc
of triumph to Rome , with all the King’s effeds wii
reduced into money , amounting to about a million
and a half fterling ; which he delivered with great the.
Pomp into the public treafury ” ,
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This proceeding was feverely condemned by
Cicero ; though he touches it in his public
fpeeches with fome tendernefs for the fake of
Cato ; whom he labors to clear from any fhare of
the iniquity : “ The Commiffion , ” fays he , “ was
“ contrived , not to adorn , but to banilh Cato;
“ not offered , but impofed upon him . — Why
“ did he then obey it ? Juft as he has fworn to
“ obey other laws which he knew to be unjuft,
“ that he might not expofe himfelf to the fury
“ of his enemies , and without doing any good,
“ deprive the Republic of fuch a Citizen . — If
“ he had not fubmitted to the law , he could not
“ have hindered it , the ftain of it would ftili
“ have ftuck upon the Republic , and he himfelf
“ fufifered violence for rejecting it ; fince it
“ would have been a precedent for invalidating
“ all the other ads of that year : he confidered
“ therefore , that fince the fcandal of it could
“ not be avoided , he was the perfon the beft
“ qualified to draw good out of evil , and to
“ ferve his country well , though in a bad
“ caufe 5\ ” But howfoever this may color , it
cannot juftify Cato ’s condud ; who valued himfelf
highly upon his Cyprian tranfadions ; and for
the fake of that commiffion was drawn in , as
Clodius expeded , to fupport the authority , from
which it flowed , and to maintain the legality of
Clodius ’s Tribunate in fome warm debates even
with Cicero himfelf

Among the other laws made by Clodius,
there was one likewife , to give relief to the private
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members of Corporate Towns , againft the public fpea
injuries of their communities. The purpofe of bull
it was fpecious , but the real defign , to ikreen a “h<
creature of his own , one Merula , of Anagnia , “cc
who had been puniflied or driven from the City “ofi
for fome notorious villanies , and who , in return “in
for this fervice , ereded a ftatue to his patron, “coi
on part of the area of Cicero’s houfe , and infcribed “Vii
it to Clodius , the author of fo excellent a law. “bac
But as Cicero told him afterwards in one of his “oui
fpeeches , the place itfelf where the ftatue flood , “am
the fcene of fo memorable an injury , confuted “\Va
both ' the excellency of the law and the in- * \Y{
fcription “ou

But it is time for us to look after Cicero in his J
flight , who left Rome about the end of March ; him t<
for on the eighth of April we find him at Vibo , a tow®
town in the moft fouthern part of Italy ; where \ie\cf
he fpent feveral days with a friend , named Sica : bis]
here he received the copy of the law made againft him
him ; which after fome alteration and corredion remo
fixed the limits of his exile to the diftance of four byd
hundred miles from Italy ” . His thoughts had for al
hitherto been wholly bent on Sicily ; but when mod
he was arrived within fight of it the Praetor up]j
C. Virgilius fent him word , that he muft not as be
fet his foot in it. This was a cruel fbock to him; inaagi
and the firft tafte of the mifery of difgrace ; that avoid
an old friend , who had been highly obliged to p|ace
him 3( , of the fame party and principles , fhould notf
refufe him ftielter in a calamity , which he had warn
drawn upon hirofelf by his fervices to the Republic ; bazar
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fpeaking of it afterwards , when it was not his
bufinefs to treat it fevercly , £C See , ” fays he , “ the
“ horror of thefe times ; when all Sicily was
“ coming out to meet me , the Prxtor who had
“ often felt the rage of the fame Tribune , and
“ in the fame caufe , would not fuffer me to
“ come into the ifland . What Iball I fay ? That
“ Virgilius , fuch a Citizen , and fuch a man,
“ had loft all benevolence , all remembrance of
" our common fufferings , all his pity , humanity
tc  and faith towards me ? No fuch thing : he
“ was afraid , how he fliould fingly fuftain the
“ weight of that ftorm , which had overpowered
“  our joint forces 37. ”

This unexpected repulfe from Sicily obliged
him to change his route , and turn back again
towards Brundifium , in order to pafs into Greece:
he left Vibo therefore , that he might not expofe
his Hoft Sica to any danger , for entertaining
him ; expecting to find no quiet , till he could
remove himfelf beyond the bounds , prefcribed
by the law . But in this he found himfelf miftaken;
for all the Towns on his road received him with the
moft public marks of refpedt : inviting him to take
up his quarters with them ; and guarding him,
as he palled through their territories , with all
imaginable honor and fafety to his perfon . He
avoided however as much as poffible all public
places ; and when he came to Brundifium , would
not enter into the City though it expreffed the
warmeft zeal for his fervice , and offered to run all
hazards in his defence
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In this interval , he was prefling Atticus in t
every letter , and in the mod moving terms, to i
come to him ; and when he removed from Vibo, f
gave him daily intelligence of all his ftages, f
that he might know ftill where to find him; w
taking it for granted , that he would not fail to or
follow him But Atticus feems to have given
him no anfwer on this head , nor to have had wi
any thoughts of ftirring from Rome : he was 1̂
perfuaded perhaps , that his company abroad an*
could be of no other ufe to him , than to give la\
fome little relief to his prefent chagrin ; whereas fri*
his continuance in the City might be of the greatefi;; be
not only in relieving , but in removing his calamity, la
and procuring his reftoration : or we may imagine, to
what his character feems to fuggeft , that though
he had a greater love for Cicero , than for any hj
man , yet it was always with an exception , of not p'u
involving himfelf in the diflrefs of his friend, or hit
difturbing the tranquillity of his life by taking for
any fhare of another’s mifery ; and that he was feti
following only the didates of his temper and 'tbit,
principles , in fparing himfelf a trouble , which and
would have made him fuffer more , than his infor
Philofophy could eafiiy bear. But whatever was travt
the caufe , it gave a frefh mortification to Cicero; who
who , in a letter upon it fays , I made no doubt, and,
but that I fhould fee you at Tarentum or Brun- have
difium : it would have been convenient for many then
reafons ; and above all , for my defign of fpending co‘u!
fome time with you in Epirus , and regulating all f
my meafures by your advice : but fince it has tbf

not
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not happened , as I wifhed , I fhall add this alfo,
to the great number of many other afflictions 4\
He was now lodged in the Villa of M . lanius
Flaccus , not far from the walls of Brundifium ;
where he arrived on the feventeenth of April , and
on the laft of the fame Month embarked for
Dyrrhachium . In his account of himfelf to his
wife , I (pent thirteen days , fays he , with Flaccus,
who for my fake flighted the rifk of his fortunes
and life ; nor was deterred by the penalty of the
law from performing towards me all the rights of
friendfhip and hofpitality : I wilh , that it may ever
be in my power to make him a proper return ;
lam fure , that I fliall always think myl’elf obliged
to do it 4I.

During his flay with Flaccus , he was in no
fmall perplexity about the choice of a convenient
place for his refidence abroad : Atticus offered
him his houfe in Epirus ; which was a Caflle of
fome ftrength , and likely to afford him a fecure
retreat .. But fince Atticus could not attend him
thither in perfon , he dropt ail thoughts of that,
and was inclined to go to Athens ; till he was
informed , that it would be dangerous for him to
travel into that part of Greece ; where all thofe,
who had been banifhed for Catiline ’s confpiracy,
and efpecially Autron .ius , then refided ; who would
have had fome comfort , in their exile , to revenge
themfelves on the author of their mifery , if they
could have caught him 4\

Plutarch tells us , that in failing out of Brundifium,
the wind , which was fair , changed of a hidden,

Vol . I. A a



354 THE LIFE OF

and drove him back again ; and when he paffed
over to Dyrrhachium in the fecond attempt , that
there happened an Harthquake and a great dorm
immediately after his landing : from which the
Soothfayers foretold , that his day abroad would
not be long . But it is drange , that a writer , fo
fond of prodigies , which no body elfe takes notice
of , fbould omit the dory of Cicero ’s dream , which
was more to his purpofe , and is related by Cicero
bimfelf ; “ That in one of the dages of his flight,
4‘ being lodged in the Villa of a friend , after he
“ had lain redlefs and wakeful a great part of the
“ night , he fell into a found deep near break of
“ day , and when he awaked about eight in the
“ morning , told his dream to thofe round him:
“ That as he feemed to be wandering difconfolate
<c in a lonely place , C. Marius , with his Fafces
** wreathed with laurel , accoded him , and demanded

“ why he was fo melancholy : and when he
<c anfwered , that he was driven out of his country
“ by violence ; Marius took him by the hand ,
“ and bidding him be of courage , ordered the next
« Li&or to conduct him into his monument;
“ telling him , that there he fhould find fafety:
a  upon this , the company prefently cried out,

“ that he would have a quick and glorious
a  return 4J . ” All which was exadtly fulfilled ;

for his redoration was decreed in a certain Temple
built by Marius , and,  for that reafon , called
Marius ’s Monument ; where the Senate happened
to be aflembled on that occadon 44.

This dream was much talked of in the family,

an
fei
lie
dei
ini
lie
not

I »Po
was
cou
cab
bin
to
mini
happ

coni
that
wer
from
him
■nfon
Plane
°f hi;

Cttcur
'Winii
pomj
obfei
quari
May.



M . T. CICER O. 355

,E
b
tint!
rai
let.fe
SH3
&
Cis

ife:
tofS
real'
in tb

ifoiite
tab
safe

C01IE?'

beb
Itbtf*

lit*
#1*

iM

and Cicero himfelf , in that feafon of his dejection,
feemed to be pleafed with it : and on the ' firfl;
news , of the decree ’s palling in Marius ’s Monument,
declared , that nothing could be more divine : yet
in difputing afterwards on the nature of dreams,
he aflerts them all to be vain and fantaftical , and
nothing elfe , but the imperfect traces , and confuted
impreffions , which our waking thoughts leave
upon the mind ; that in his flight therefore , as it
was natural for him to think much upon his
countryman Marius , who had fettered the fame
calamity ; fo that was the caufe of his dreaming of
him ; and chat no old woman could be fo filly , as
to give any credit to dreams , if in the infinite
number and variety of them , they did not fometimes
happen to hit right ,5.

When he came to Dyrrhachium , he found
confirmed , what he had heard before in Italy,
that Achaia and the neighbouring parts of Greece
werepofTefTed by thofe Rebels , who had been driven
from Rome on Catiline ’s account . 1 his determined
him to go into Macedonia , before they could be
informed of his arrival , where his friend , Cn.
Plancius , was then Quaeftor : who no fooner heard
of his landing , than he came to find him at
Dyrrhachium ; where , out of regard to his prefent
eircumftances , and the privacy , which he affected,
difmilling his officers , and laying afide all the
pomp of Magiflracy , he conducted him with the
obfervance of a private companion , to his head¬
quarters at Thcffalonica , about the twenty -firft of
May . L. Appuleius was the Prietor or chief
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Governor of the Province : but though he was ^
an honeft man and Cicero 's friend , yet he durftnot Wl
venture to grant him his protection , or fhow him
any public civility , but contented hirnfelf with A]
conniving only at what his Quaeftor Plancius wc
did 4‘. aac

Wlpile Cicero (laid at Dyrrhachium , he re- to
ceived two expreffes from his Brother Quintus , the
who was now coming home from Afia , to in- to
form him of his intended route , and to fettle Ms
the place of their meeting : Quintus ’s defign At
was , to pafs from Ephefus to Athens , and thence hia
by land through Macedonia ; and to have an in- the
terview with his Brother at Theffalonica ; but am
the news , which die met with at Athens , obliged tba
him to haflen his journey towards Rome , where to,
the fadtion were preparing to receive him with Kca
an impeachment , for the maleadminiflration of his tW
Province : nor had Cicero at lafb refolution enough to
to fee him ; being unable to bear the tendernefsof °n
fuch a meeting , and much more , the mifery of part- the
ing , and he was apprehenfive befides , that if We
they once met, they fhould not be able to part at all, Wa:
whilft Quintus ’s prefence at home was neceffary pie
to their common interefls : fo that to avoid one fine
affliction , he was forced , he fays , to endure and
another uiofl cruel one , that of fhunning the em- Cit
braces of a Brother 47. tor

L. Tubero , however , his Kinfman , and one hoi
of his Brother ’s Lieutenants , paid him a vifit on Wa
his return towards Italy , and acquainted him, with enc
what he had learnt in paffing through Greece , that J
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the banifihed Confpirators , who had refided there,
were adually forming a plot to feize and murder
him ; for which reafon , he advifed him to go into
Afia ; where the zeal and affedion of the Province
would afford him the fafeft retreat , both on his own
and his Brother ’s account 4*. Cicero was difpoled
to follow this advice , and leave Macedonia ; for
the Praetor Appuleius , though a friend , gave him
no encouragement to day;  and the Conful Pifo,
his enemy , was coming to the command of it
the next winter : but all his friends at Rome dif-
fuaded his removal to any place more didant from
them ; and Plancius treated him fo affedionately,
and contrived to make all things fo eafy to him ,
that he dropt the thoughts of changing his quar¬
ters . Plancius was in hopes , that Cicero would be
recalled with the expiration of his Quaedorlhip , and
that he fliould have the honor of returning with him
to Rome , to reap the fruit of his fidelity , not
only from Cicero ’s gratitude , but the favor of
the Senate and People 4\ The only inconve¬
nience , that Cicero found in his prefent fituation,
was the number of foldiers and concourfe of peo¬
ple , who frequented the place on account of bu-
finefs with the Quaedor . For he was fo fhocked
and dejeded by his misfortune , that though the
Cities of Greece were offering their fervices and
compliments , and driving to do him all imaginable -
honors yet he refufed to fee all company , and
was fo fhy of the republic , that he could hardly
endure the light SI.

For it cannot be denied , that , in this cala-
A a 3
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mity of Ins exile , Vie did not behave himfelf with
that firmnefs , which might reaionably be expect¬
ed from one , who had born fo glorious a part in
the Republic ; confcious of his integrity , and
fullering in the caufe of his country : for his let¬
ters are generally hlled with fuch lamentable expref-
fions of grief and defpair , that his bed friends,
and even his wife was forced to admonifh him
fometirnes , to roufe his courage’ 1, and remember
his former character . Atticus was condantly put¬
ting him in mind of it ; and fent him word of a
report , that was brought to Rome by one of
Craffus’s freedmen , that his affliction had difordcred
his fenfes , to which he anfwered ; that his mind
was ftill found , and wifhed only that it had been
always fo, when he placed his confidence on thofe,

'  who perfidioufiy abufed it to his ruin ” ,
But thefe remondrances did not pleafe him;

he thought them unkind and unfeafonable , as
he intimates in feveral of his letters , where he
cxpreffes himfelf very movingly on this fubjed.
cc As to your chiding me, ” fays he , “ fo often and
u  fo feverely , for being too much dejeded;
cc what mifery is there , I pray you , fo grievous,
a  which I do not feel in my prefent calamity?
“ Did any man ever fall from fuch a height of
“  dignity , in fo good a caufe , with the advan-
<c tage of fuch talents , experience , intereft ; fuch
sc  fupport of all honed men ? Is it poffible for me
“ to forget what I was ? or not to feel what I
cc  am ? From what honor , what glory I am
w driven ? From -what ' children ? What for-
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“ tunes ? What a Brother ? Whom though I
“ love and have ever loved better than myfelf,
“ yet , ( that you may perceive , what a new fort
“ of afflidion I fuffer ) I refufed to fee ; that I
“ might neither augment my own grief by the
“ fight of his , nor offer myfelf to him thus
“ ruined , whom he had left fo flourilhing : I
“ omit many other things intolerable to me , for
C{ I am hindered by my tears : tell me then , whe-
“ tber I am ftill to be reproached for grievingj
“ or for buffering myfelf rather to be deprived
“ of what I ought never to have parted with,
“ but with my life , which I might eafdy have
“ prevented , if fome perfidious friends had not
“ urged me to my ruin within my own walls,
“ &c. A ” In another letter ; “ Continue, ” fays
he , “ to aflfift me , as you do , with your en-
“ deavours , your advice , and your intereft ; but
“ fpare yourfelf the pains of comforting , and
“ much more of chiding me : for when you do
“  this I cannot help charging it to your want of
“ love and concern for me ; whom I imagine to
“ be fo afflided with my misfortune , as to be
" inconfolable even yourfelf 55 .”

He was now indeed attacked in his weakelt
part ; the only place , in which he was vulnera¬
ble : to have been as great in afflidion , as he was
in profperity , would have been a perfedion , not
given to man : yet this very weaknefs flowed from
a fource , which rendered him the more amiable in
all the other parts of life ; and the fame tender-
nefs of difpofition , vyhich made him love his

A a 4
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friends , his children , his country more paffionately
than other men , made him feel the Iofs of them
more fenfibly : “ I have twice, ” fays he , “ faved
“ the Republic ; once , with glory ; a fecond
“ time with mifery : for I will never deny my-
“ felf to be a man ; or brag of bearing the lofs
*£ of a brother , children , wife , country , without
<c forrow . —f or what thanks had been due to me

for quitting what I did not value s‘ ? ” In an-
other fpeech ; “ I own my grief to have been ex-
<c tremely great ; nor do I pretend to that wifdom,
?£ which thofe expected from me , who gave out,
“ that I was too much broken by my affliction:

for fuch a hardnefs of mind , as of body , which
does not feel pain , is a ftupidity , rather than a
virtue , —lam  not one of thofe , to whom all

(e  things are indifferent ; but love myfelf and my
fc  friends , as our common humanity requires;

and he , who , for the public good , parts with
what he holds the deareft , gives the higheft
proof of love to his country s\”
There was another confideration , which ad¬

ded no fmall fling to his affliction ; to reflect , as
he often does , not only on what he had loft , but
how he had loft it , by his own fault ; in fuffering
himfelf to be impofed . upon and deluded by falfe
and envious friends . This he frequently touches
upon in a ftrain , which fhows that it galled him
Very feverely : “ Though my grief, ” fays he , “ is
f(  incredible , yet I am not difturbed fo much by

the mifery of what I feel . as the recollection of
u my fault -»• Wherefore when you hear , how

it,51
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cc much I am afflicted , imagine that I am fuffer-
tc  ing the punilhment of my folly , not of the
“ event ; for having trufted too much to one,
” whom I did not take to be a Rafcal ” It
muft needs be cruelly mortifying to one of his
temper ; nicely tender of his reputation , and
paffionately fond of glory ; to impute his calamity
to his own blunders , and fancy himfelf the dupe
of men not fo wife as himfelf : yet after all , it
may reafonably be queftioned , whether his inquie¬
tude of this fort , was not owing rather to the jea¬
lous and querulous nature of affliction itfelf , than
to any real foundation of truth : for Atticus would
never allow his fufpicions to be juft , not even
againft Hortenfius , where they feem to lie the
heavieft This is the fubftance of what Cicero
himfelf fays , to excufe the excels of his grief,
and the only excufe indeed , which can be made
for him ; that he did not pretend to be a Stoic
nor afpire to the character of a Hero : yet we fee
fome writers laboring to defend him even againft
himfelf ; and endeavouring to perfuade us, that all
th is air of dejeCtion and defpair was wholly feigned
and affumed , for the fake of moving compaflion,
and engaging his friends to exert themfelves the
more warmly , in foliciting his reftoration ; left
his affliction fhould deftroy him , before they could
effeCt it **.

When he had been gone a little more than two
Months , his friend Ninnius , the Tribune , made
a motion in the Senate to recal him , and repeal
the law of Clodius : to which the whole houfq
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readily agreed , with eight of the Tribunes , till
one of the other two , iElius Ligus , interpofed his
negative : they proceeded however to a refolution,
that no other bufinefs fliould be tranfacted , till
the Confuls had aiftually prepared a new law for
that purpofe 61. About the fame time , Quintus
Cicero , who left Aha on the firft oflYlay , arrived
at Rome ; and was received with great demon-
ftrations of refpecf , by perfons of all ranks , who
flocked out to meet him Cicero fuffered an
additional anxiety on his account , left the Clodian
Cabal , by means of the impeachment , which they
threatened , fhould be able to expel him too : ef-
pecialiy , fince Clodius ’s Brother , Appius , was
the Praetor , whofe lot it was to fit on thofe
trials "J. But Clodius was now lofmg ground
apace ; being grown fo infolent , on his late fuc-
cefs , that even his friends could not bear him
any longer : for having banilhed Cicero , and fent
Cato out of his way , he began to fancy himfelf
a match for Pompey ; by whofe help , or con¬
nivance at leaft , he had acquired all his power;
and , in open defiance of him , feized by ftratagem
into his hands the fon of King Tigranes , whom
Pompey had brought with him from the eaft , and
kept a prifoner at Rome in the cuftody of Flavius
the Prattor ; and inftead of delivering him up,
when Pompey demanded him , undertook , fora
large fum of money , to give him his liberty and
fend him home . This however did not pafs
without a fharp engagement between him and
Flavius , “ who marched out of Rome , with a
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u body of men well armed , to recover Tigranes
<c by force : but Clodius proved too ftrong for
“ him ; and killed a great part of his company,
" and among them Papirius , a Roman Knight of
ct  Pompey ’s intimate acquaintance , while Flavius
“ alfo himfelf had fome difficulty to efcape with
« life *\ ”

This affront roufed Pompey , to think of recall¬
ing Cicero ; as well to corredl the arrogance of
Clodius , as to retrieve his credit , and ingratiate
himfelf with the Senate and People : he dropt
fome hints of his inclination to Cicero ’s friends,
and particularly to Atticus , who prefently gave
him part of the agreeable news : upon which
Cicero , though he had no opinion of Pompey ’s
fmcerity , was encouraged to write to him;  and
fent a copy of his letter to Atticus , telling him
at the fame time , that if Pompey could digeft
the affront , which he had received in the cafe
of Tigranes , he fhould defpair of his being moved
by any thing* 5. Varro likewife , who had a
particular intimacy with Pompey , defired Atticus
to let Cicero know , that Pompey would certainly
enter into his caufe , as foon as he heard from
Caefar , which he expe&ed to do every day. This
intelligence from fo good an author , raifed Cicero ’s
hopes , till finding no effe&s of it for a confiderable
time , he began to apprehend , that there was either
nothing at all in it , or that Csefar’s anfwer was
averfe , and had put an end to it **. The fad
however fhows , what an extraordinary deference
Pompey paid to Csefar, that he would not take
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a ftep in this affair at Rome , without fending firft
to Gaul , to confult him about it.

The City was alarmed at the fame time , by
the rumor of a fecond plot againft Pompey ’s life,
faid to be contrived by Clodius ; one of whofe
flaves was feized at the door of the Senate , with
a dagger , which his mafter had given him , as he
confeffed , to flab Pompey : which , being accom¬
panied with many daring attacks on Pompey ’s
perfon by Clodius ’s mob , made him refolve , to
retire from the Senate and the Forum , till Clodius
was out of his Tribunate , and fhut himfelf up in
his own houfe , whither he was ftill purfued and
actually befieged by one of Clodius ’s freedmen,
Damio . An outrage fo audacious could not be
overlooked by the Magiftrates , who came out
with all their forces , to feize or drive away Damio;
upon which a general engagement enfued , where
Gabinius , as Cicero fays , “ was forced to break
“ his league with Clodius , and fight for Pompey;
“ at firft faintly and unwillingly , but at laft
“ heartily ; while Pifo , more religious , flood firm
“ to his contract , and fought on Clodius ’s fide,
cc till his Fafces were broken , and he himfelf
<£ wounded , and forced to run away 67. ”

Whether any defign was really formed againft
Pompey ’s life, or the ftory was contrived to fervc
his prefent views , it feems probable at leaft , that
his fears were feigned , and the danger too con¬
temptible , to give him any juft apprchenfton ;
but the {hutting himfelf up at home made an
impreffion upon the vulgar , and furnifhed a better
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pretence for turning fo quick upon Clodius , and
quelling that infolence , which he himfelf had
railed : for this was the conftant tenor of his poli¬
tics ; to give a free courfe to the public diforders,
for the fake of difplaying his own importance to
more advantage ; that when the ftorm was at the
height , he might appear at laft in the Scene , like
a Deity of the Theatre , and reduce all again to
order ; expeding ftill , that the people , tired and
harafled by thefe perpetual tumults , would be
forced to create him Didator , for fettling the
quiet of the City.

The Confuls eled were P . Cornelius Lentulus,
and O. Metellus Nepos : the firft was Cicero ’s
warm friend , the fecond his old enemy ; the fame,
who put that affront upon him on laying down
his Confullhip : his promotion therefore was a
great difcouragement to Cicero , who took it for
granted , that he would employ all his power to
obflrud his return ; and refleded , as he tells us,
et that though it was a great thing to drive him
“ out , yet as there were many who hated , and
“ more who envied him , it would not be difficult
“ to keep him out et. ” But Metellus , perceiving
which way Pompey ’s inclination , and Ctefar’s alfo
was turning , found reafon to change his mind , or
at leaft to diffemble it ; and promifed , not only
to give his confent , but his affiftance to Cicero’s
reftoration . His Colleague , Lentulus , in the mean
while , was no fooner eleded , than he revived the
late motion ofNinnius , and propofed a vote , to
recal Cicero ; and when Clodius interrupted him
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and recited that part of his law , which made it
criminal , to move any thing about it , Lentulus
declared it to be no law , but a mere profcription,
and ad of violence " . 'This alarmed Clodsus, and
obliged him to exert all his arts , to fupport the
validity of the law ; he threatened ruin and deftruc-
tion to all , who fhould dare to oppofe it ; and to
imprint the greater terror , fixed up on the doors
of the Senate houfe , that claufe which prohibited
all men to fpeak or ad in any manner for Cicero’s
return , on pain of being treated as enemies. This
gave a farther difquiet to Cicero , left it fhould
ddlnarten his adive friends , and furnifli an excufe
to the indolent , for doing nothing : he infinuates
therefore to Atticus , what might be faid to
obviate it \ “ that all fuch claufes were only
ct  bugbears , without any real force ; or otherwife,
“ no law could ever be abrogated ; and whatever
“ effed this was intended to have , that it muft
ct  needs fall of courfe with the law itfelf 7°. ”

In this anxious ftate of his mind , jealous of
every thing that could hurt , and catching at
every thing that could help him , another little
incident happened , which gave him a frefti caufeof uneafinefs : for fome of his enemies had
publiftied an invedive Oration , drawn up by
him for the entertainment only of his intimate
friends againft fome eminent Senator , not named,
but generally fuppofed to be Curio , the Father,
who was now difpofed and engaged to ferve him:
he was furprifed and concerned , that the oration
was made public ; and his inftrudions upon it to
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Atticus are fomewhat curious ; and fhow how
he was ftruck with the apprehenlion , of lofing
fo powerful a friend . “ You have ftunned me, "fays
he , “ with the news of the Oration ’s being
“ publilhed : heal the wound , as you promife,
“ if you poflBbly can : I wrote it long ago in
“ anger , after he had firft written againft me;
“ but had fuppreffed it fo carefully , that I never
“ dreamt of its getting abroad , nor can imagine

how it flipt out : but fince , as fortune would
“ have it, I never had a word with him in perfon,
“ and it is written more negligently , than my
“ other orations ufually are ; I cannot but think

■*c that you may difown it , and prove it not to
“ be mine : pray take care of this , if you fee any
“ hopes for me : if not , there is the lefs reafon
“ to trouble myfelf about it 71 .”

His principal Agents and Solicitors at Rome
were his Brother Quintus , his Wife Terentia , his
Son - in - law Pifo , Atticus , and Sextius . But the
Brother and the Wife , being both of them natt}-
rally peevifh , feem to have given him fome addi¬
tional difquiet , by their mutual complaints againfb
each other ; which obliged him to admonifh
them gently in his letters , that fince their friends
were fo few , they ought to live more amicably
among themfelves 71.

Terentia , however , bore a very confiderable part
of the whole affair ; andinftead of being daunted by
the depreffion of the family , and the ruin of their
fortunes , feems to have been animated rather thg
more to withftand the violences of their enemies’,
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and procure her hufband ’s reftoration . But one
of Cicero ’s Letters to her in thefe unhappy circum-
ftances will give the cleared view or her character,
and the fpirit , with which (he aded.

cc Cicero to Terentia.

” Do not imagine , that I write longer Letters
“ to any one than to you , unlefs it be when I
tc  receive a long one from fomebody elfe , which
“ I find myfelf obliged to anfwer . For 1 have
“ nothing either to write , nor in my prefect
“ fituation employ myfelf on any thing that is
“ more troublefome to me ; and when it is to
“ you and our dear Tulliola , I cannot write
“ without a flood of tears . For I fee you the mod
“ wretched of women , whom I wilhed always
“ to fee the happieff , and ought to have made
“ fo ; as I Ihould have done , if I had not been fo
“ great a Coward . I am extremely fenfible of
“ Pifo ’s fervices to us ; have exhorted him,  as
“ well as I could , and thanked him as I ought.
“ Your hopes , I perceive , are in the new Tribunes:
cc that will be effedual , if Pompey concur with
“ them : but I am afraid [fill of CrafTus. You do
“ every thing for me , I fee , with the utmoft
“ courage and affedion : nor do I wonder at it;
“ but lament our unhappy fate , that my miferies

can only be relieveil by your fuffering [fill
“ greater : for our good friend , P. Valerius , wrote
“ me word , what I could not read without

burfting into tears , how you were dragged
from
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C( from the Temple of Vella to the Valerian Bank.
“ Alas my light , my darling , to whom all , the
tc  world nfed to fue for help ! that you , my dear
cc Terentia , fhould be thus infill ted ; thus opprelfed
“ with grief and diftrefs ! and that I fhould be
“ the caufe of it ; I , who have preferved fo many
“ others , that we ourfelves fhould be undone!
“ As to what you write about the houfe , that is,
“ about the area ; 1 fhall then take myfelf to be
tc  reftored , when that fhall be reftored to us* But

thofe things are not in -our power . What affects
“ me more nearly is, that when fo gfeat an expenfe
“ is neceffary, it fhould all lie upon you , who are
“ fo mifera'oly ftript and plundered already . If we

live to fee an end of thefe troubles , we fhall
“ repair all the refh But if the fame fortune mult
“ ever deprefs us , will you throw away the poor
“ remains , that are left for your fubfiflence ? For
“ God ’s fake , my dear life , let others fupply the
cc money , who are able , if they are willing : and
“ if you love me , do nothing that can hurt
“ your health , which is already fo impaired . For
“ you are perpetually in my thoughts both day
“ and night . I fee that you decline no fort of
“ trouble ; but am afraid , how you will fuftain
“ it . Yet the whole affair depends on you . Pay
cc the firft regard therefore to your health , that
“ we may attain the end of all your wifhes , and
“ your labors . I know not whom to write to ,
“ except to thofe , who write to me, or of Whom
“ you fend me fome good account . I will not
“ remove to a greater diflance , fmc^ you are

Vol . I. B b
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“ againft it ; but would have you write to me as
“ often as poffible , efpecially if you have any
“ hopes , that are well grounded . Adieu , my
“ dear love , adieu . The 5th of October from
“ Theffalonica . ”

Terentia had a particular eftate of her own,
not obnoxious to Clodius ’s law , which fhe was
now offering to fale , for a fupply of their prefent
neceffities : this is what Cicero refers to , where he
entreats her not to throw away the fmall remains
of her fortunes ; which he preffes ftill more warmly
in another Letter , putting her in mind , “ that if
“ their friends did not fail in their duty , fhe
“ could not want money ; and if they did , that
“ her own would do but little towards making
“ them eafy : he implores her therefore not to
” ruin the boy '; who , if there was any thing left
« to keep him from want , would , with a moderate
“ fhare of virtue and good fortune , eafily recover
“ the reft ” . ” Their fon - in - law , Pifo , was ex¬
tremely affectionate and dutiful in performing all
good offices both to his banifhed Father and the
Family ; and refigned the Quaeftorfhip of Pontus
and Bithynia , on purpofe to ferve them the more
effectually by his prefence in Rome : Cicero makes
frequent acknowledgment of his kindnefs and
generofity ; “ Pifo ’s humanity , virtue and love for
“ us all is fo great, ” fays he , “ that nothing can
“ exceed it ; the Gods grant , that it may one day
“ be a pleafure , I am fure , it will always be an
« honor to him 74. ”

Atticus likewife fupplied them liberally with
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money : he had already furnifhed Cicero , for the
exigences of his flight , with above 2000 pounds;
and upon fucceeding to the great eftate of his
uncle Csecilius , whofe name he now affumed,
made him a frelh offer of his purfe ” : yet his
conduct did not wholly fatisfy Cicero ; who
thought him too cold and remifs in his fervice ;
and fancied , that it flowed from fome fecret
refentment , for having never received from him,
in his flourifhing condition , any beneficial proofs
of his friendfhip : in order therefore to roufe his
zeal , he took occafion to promife him , in one
of his letters , that whatever reafon he had to
complain on that fcore , it fltould all be made up
to him , if he lived to return : “ If fortune, ” fays
he , “ ever reftore me to my country ; it fhali
« be my fpecial care , that you , above all my
“ friends , have caufe to rejoice at it : and though
“ hitherto , I confefs , you have reaped but little
“  benefit from my kindnefs ; I will manage fo
« for the future , that whenever I am reftored,
« you fhali find yourfelf as dear to me as my
“ Brother and my Children : If I have been
« wanting therefore in my duty to you , or rather,
“ fmce 1 have been wanting , pray pardon me ; for
« 1 have been much more wanting to myfclf 7\ ”
But Atticus begged of him to lay afide all fuch
fancies , and affured him , that there was not the
leaft ground for them ; and that he had never been
difgufted by any thing which he had either done,
or neglected to do for him ; entreating him to be
perfectly eafy on that head , and to depend always

B b z
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on his befl: fervices , without giving himfelf the jj
trouble , even of reminding him 77. Yet after (
all the fufpicion itfelf , as it comes from one , j
who knew Atticus fo perfectly , feems to leave j.
fome little blot upon his character : but whatever «
caufe there might be for it , it is certain , that «
Cicero at leaft was as good as his word , and by «
the care which he took after his return , to cele- «
brate Atticus ’s name in all his writings , has left «
the moft illuftrious teftimony to pofterity of his «
fincere efteem and affection for him. t,

Sextius was one of the Tribunes eledt ; and be- «
ing entirely devoted to Cicero , cook the trouble of (
a journey into Gaul , to folicit Caefar’s confent to <
his reftoration , which though he obtained , as well j.
by his own interceffion , as by Pompey ’s letters,
yet it feems to have been with certain limitations , y
not agreeable to Cicero : for on Sextius ’s return to i
Rome , when he drew up the copy of a law , which •
he intended to propofe , upon his entrance into of- ,
fice ; conformable , as we may imagine , to the ,
conditions ftipulated with Caefar; “ Cicero greatly (l
“ difliked it ; as being too general , and without
“ the mention even of his name , nor providing „
“ fufficiently either for his dignity , or the reftitu- ,
“ tion of his eftate ; fo that he defires Atticus to ,
“ take care to get it amended by Sextius 7\ ” ,

The old Tribunes , in the mean while , eight of ,
whom were Cicero ’s friends , refolved to make one ,
effort more to obtain a law in his favor , which
they jointly offered to the people on the twenty - ,
eighth of Otflobert but Cicero was much moredif-
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pleafed with this , than with Sextius ’s : it confifted
of three articles ; the firft of which reftored him
only to his former rank , but not to his eftate : the
fecond was only matter of form , to indemnify the
propofers of it : the third enacted , “ that if there
” Was any thing in it , which was prohibited to
“ be promulgated by any former law , particularly
<£ by that of Clodius , or which involved the author
“ of fuch promulgation in any fine or penalty,
“ that in fuch cafe it Ihould have no effedt. Cicero
“ was furprifed , that his friends could be induced
c< to propofe fuch an ail , which feemed to be
tc  againft him , and to confirm that claufe of the
a  Ciodian law , which made it penal to move any
<c thing for him : ” whereas no claufes of that
kind had ever been regarded , or thought to have
any fpecial force , but fell of courfe , when the
laws themfelves were repealed : he obferves , “ that
“ it was an ugly precedent for the fucceeding Tri-
“ bunes , if they flhould happen to have any fcru-
“ pies ; and that Clodius had already taken the
“ advantage of it , when in a fpeech to the people,
<c on the third of November , he declared , that
« this ail of the Tribunes was a proper lefion to
“ their fucceffors , to let them fee how far their
*f power extended . He defires Atticus therefore
“ to find out , who was the contriver of it , and
“ how Ninnius and the reft came to be fo much
“ overfeen , as not to be aware of the confequences
“ of it 7*. ”

The moft probable folution of it is , that thefe
Tribunes hoped to carry their point with left dift
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Acuity , by paying this deference to Clodius ’s law,
the validity of which was acknowledged by Cato,
and feveral others of the principal Citizens 80; and
they were induced to make this pufh for it , before
they quitted their office , from a perfuafion , that if
Cicero was once reftored , on any terms , or with
■what reftridlions foever , the reft would follow of
couife ; and that the recovery of his dignity would
neceflanly draw after it every thing elfe , that was
wanted : Cicero feems to have been fenfible of it
himfelf on fecond thoughts , as he intimates , in
the conclufion of his letter ; “ I fliould be forry ” ,
fays he , “ to have the new Tribunes infert fuch a
“ claufe in their law ; yet let them infert what
“ they pleafe , if it will but pafs and call me home,
“ 1 lhall be content with it 8‘. ” But the only
projedt of a law which he approved , was drawn
by his Coufin C. Vefellius Aculeo , an eminent
lawyer of that age , for another of the new Tri¬
bunes , T . Fadius , who had been his Quteftor,
when he was Conful : he advifed his friends there¬
fore , if there was any profpecl of fuccefs , to pulh
forwards that law , which entirely pleafed him 8\

In this fufpenfe of his affairs at Rome , the
troops , which Pifo had provided for his govern¬
ment of Macedonia , began to arrive in great num¬
bers in Theffalonica 9!: This greatly alarmed him ,
and made him refolve to quit the place without delay:
and as it was not advilable to move farther from
Italy , he ventured to come ft ill nearer , and turn¬
ed back again to Dyrrhachium : for though this was
■within the diftance forbidden to him by law , yet
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he had no reafon to apprehend any danger , in a
Town particularly devoted to him , and which had
always been under his fpecial patronage ;and [pro¬
tection . He came thither on the twenty -fifth of No¬
vember , and gave notice of his removal to his
friends at Rome , by letters of the fame date , begun
at ThefTalonica and finilhed at Dyrrhachium **:
which Ihows the great hafte , which he thought ne-
cefiary , in making this fudden change of his quar¬
ters . Here he received another piece of news,
which difpleafed him ; “ that with the confent
“ and afliftance of his managers at Rome , the
“ provinces of the Confuls eledl had been furnifh-
“ ed with money and troops by a decree of the
** Senate : ” but in what manner it affe&ed him,
-and what reafon he had to be uneafy at .it , will
be explained by his own letter upon it to Atticus.

“ When you firft fent me word fays he , “ that
“ the Confular Provinces had been fettled and

“ provided for by your confent ; though I was
“ afraid , left it might be attended with fome ill
“ confequence , yet I hoped , that you had fome
« fpecial reafon for it , which I could not pene-
“ trate : but having fince been informed , both
“ by friends and letters , that your condudl is
“ univerfally condemned , I am extremely difturb-
“ ed at it ; becaufe the little hopes , that were left,
« feem now to be deftroyed : for fihould the new
“ Tribunes quarrel with us upon it , what farther
“ hopes can there be ? and they have reafon ; to
“ do fo ; fince they were not confulted in it,
“ though they had undertaken my caufe , and

B b 4



THE LIFE OF376

“ have loft by our conceffion all that influence,
which they would otherwife have had over it;

“ efpecially when they declare , that it was for
“ my fake only , that they defired the power of
“ furnifhing out the Confuls ; not with defign to
“ hinder them , but to fecure them to my in-
“ tereft ; whereas if the Confuls have a mind to
**  be perverfe , they may now be fo without any

-rifle ; yet let them be never fo well difpofed,
“ can do nothing without the confent of the Tri-
“ bunes . As to what you fay , that if you had

not agreed to it , the Confuls would have car-
Ai  ried their point with the people ; that could
“ never have been done againft the will of the
** Tribunes ; I am afraid therefore , that we have
**• loft by it the affedion of the Tribunes ; or if
^  that ftill remains , have loft at leaft our hold on

the Confuls . There is another inconvenience
“ ftill , not lefs confiderable ; for that important
“ declaration , as it was reprefented to me , that
“ the Senate would enter into nothing , till my affair
“ was fettled , is now at an end ; and in a cafe
*c not only unneceflary , but new and unprece-
“ dented ; for I do not believe , that the Provinces
*■of the Confuls had ever before been provided
“ for until their entrance into office : but having
“ now broken through that refolution , which they
w had taken in my caufe , they are at liberty to
*■proceed to any other bufinefs , as they pleafe. It
“ is not however to be wondered at , that my
“ friends , who were applied to , fhould confent to

it ; for it was hard for any one , to declare
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“ openly againft a motion , fo beneficial to the
“ TwoConfuls ; it was hard , I fay , to refufeany
“ thing to Lentulus , who has always been my

true friend : or to Metellus , who has given up
“ his refentments with fo much humanity ; yeti
“ am apprehenfive , that we have alienated the
“ Tribunes , and cannot hold the Confuls : write
“ me word , I defire you , what turn this has
“ taken , and how the whole affair {lands ; and

write with your ufual franknefs ; for I love to
“ know the truth , though it Ihould happen to be
“ difagreeable . ” The tenth of December 8!.

But Atticus , inflead of anfwering this letter,
or rather indeed before he received it , having
occafion to vifit his eflate in Epirus , took his way
thither through Dyrrhachium , on purpofe to fee
Cicero , and explain to him in perfon the motives
of their condudl . Their interview was but fhort;
and after they parted , Cicero , upon fome new
intelligence , which gave him frefh uneafinefs , fent
another letter after him into Epirus , to call him
back again : “ After you left me, ” fays he , “ I
“ received letters from Rome , for which I per-
" ceive , that I mufl end my days in this cata-
“ mity ; and to fpeak the truth , ( which you will
“ take in good part ) if .there had been any hopes
“ of my return , you , who love me fo well , would
“ never have left the City at fuch a conjuncture;
“ but I fay no more ; left I be thought either un-
“ grateful , or defirous to involve my friends too
u in my ruin : one thing I beg , that you would
“ no fail , as you have given your word , to come
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<c to me , wherever I flhall happen to be , before
<c the firft of January **.

While he was thus perplexing himfelf with
perpetual fears and fufpicions , his caufe was pro¬
ceeding very profperoufly at Rome , and feemed
to be in fuch a train , that it could not he ob-
ftrudea much longer : for the new Magiflrates,
who where coming on with the new year , were all,
except the Praetor Appius , fuppofed to be his
friends ; while his enemy Clodius was foon to
refign his office , on which the greateft part of his
power depended : Clodius himfelf was fenfible of
the daily decay of his credit , through the fuperior
influence of Pompey ; who had drawn Caefar away
from him , and forced even Gabinius to defert
him : fo that , out of rage and defpair , and the
defire of revenging himfelf on thefe new and more
powerful enemies , he would willingly have dropt
the purfuit of Cicero ; or confented even to recal
him , if he could have perfuaded Cicero ’s friends
and the Senate to join their forces with him againft
the Triumvirate . For this end , “ he produced
“ Bibulus and the other Augurs in an Affembly
“ of the people , and demanded of them , whether
“ it was not unlawful to tranfad any public bufi-
“ nefs , when any of them were taking the Au-
“ fpices ? ” To which they all anfwered in the af¬
firmative . “ Then he afked Bibulus , whether
s‘ he was not adualiy obferving the heavens , as
“ oft as any of Caefar’s laws were propofed to the

people ? To which he anfwered in the affirma-
c‘ tive : but being produced a fccond time by the
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“ Pnetor Appius , he added , th ^t he took the
“ Aufpices alfo , in the fame mknner , at the
“ time when Clodius ’s ad : of adoption was con-
“ firmed by the people : ” but Clodius , while he
gratified his prefent revenge , little regarded how
much it turned againft himfelf ; but infilled,
“ that all Ctefar’s ads ought to be annulled by the
“ Senate , as being contrary to the Aufpices ; and
“ on that condition , declared publicly , that he
“ himfelf would bring back Cicero , the guardian
“ of the City , on his own Ihoulders ,7.

In the fame fit of revenge , he fell upon the
Conful Gabinius ; and m an affembly of the peo¬
ple , which he called for that purpofe , with his
head veiled and a little altar and fire before him,
confecrated his whole eftate . This had been fome-
times done againft traiterous Citizens ; and when
legally performed , had the effed of a confifcation,
by making the place and effeds ever after facred
and public : but in the prefent cafe , it was confi-
dered only as an ad of madnefs ; and the Tribune
Ninnius , in ridicule of it , confecrated Clodius ’s
eftate in the fame form and manner , that whatever
efficacy was afcribed to the one , the other might
juftly challenge the fame ,s.

But the expeded hour was now come , which
put an end to his deteftable Tribunate : it had been
uniform and of a piece from the firft to the laft;
the moft infamous and corrupt that Rome had ever
feen : there wasfcarcean office bellowed at home,
or any favor granted to a Prince , State , or City
abroad , but what he openly fold to the beft bidder:
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“ The Poets ” fays Cicero , “ could not feign aCha-
et  rybdis , fo voracious as his rapine : he conferred
“ the title of King on thofe who had it not , and
“ took it away from thofe who had ” ;” and fold
the rich Priefthoods of Afia , as the Turks are faid
to fell the Grecian Bilhoprics , without regarding
whether they were full or vacant ; of which Cicero
gives us a remarkable inftance . “ There was a
“ celebrated Temple of Cybele , at Peflinuns in
“ Phrygia , where that Goddefs was worfhipped
“ with fingular devotion , not only by all Afia,
“ but Europe too ; and where the Roman Gene-
“ rals themfelves often ufed to pay their vows
“ and make their offerings . ” Her prieft was in
quiet pofleflion , without any rival Pretender , or
any complaint againft him ; yet Clodius , by a law
of the people , granted this Priefthood to one Bro-
gitarus , a petty Sovereign in thofe parts , to whom
he had before given the title of King : and I fhall
think him a King indeed , fays Cicero , if ever he be
able to pay the purchafe money : but the fpoils of
the Temple were deftined to that ufe , and would
foon have been applied to it ; if Deiotarus , King
of Galatia , a Prince of noble character , and a true
friend to Rome , had not defeated the impious
bargain , by taking the Temple into his protedion,
and maintaining the lawful Prieft againft the in¬
truder ; not fuffering Brogitarus , though his fon-
in - law , to pollute or touch any thing belonging
to it ’\

All the ten new Tribunes had folemnly pro-
mifed to ferve Cicero ; yet Clodius found means

- —^ —
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to corrupt two of them , S. Attilius Serranus , and
Numerius Ouindius Gracchus ; by whofe help he
was enabled ftill to make head againft Cicero ’s
party , and retard his reftoration fome time longer:
but Pifo and Gabinius , perceiving the fcene to be
opening apace in his favor , and his return to be
unavoidable , thought it time to get out of his
way , and retire to their feveral governments , to
enjoy the reward of their perfidy : fo that they
both left Rome , with the expiration of this year,
and Pifo fet out for Macedonia , Gabinius for
Syria.

On the firft of January the new Conful Lentu - A. Urb. 696.
lus , after the ceremony of his inauguration , and Cic?°-

his firft duty paid , as ufual , to religion , entered C(̂ ^ ELr
diredly into Cicero ’s affair , and moved the Senate us Lentu .
for his reftoration ” ; while his Colleague Metel - LUS Spin-
lus declared , with much feeming candor , “ that ther,
“ though Cicero and he had been enemies , on Q. C/ecili-
“ account of their different fentiments in politics , us Metel-
“ yet he would give up his refentments to the au-
“ thority of the Fathers , and the interefts of the
“ Republic ” Upon which L. Cotta , a per-
fon of Confular and Cenforian rank , being afked
his opinion the firft , faid , “ that nothing had been
« done againft Cicero agreeably to right or law,
« or the cuftom of their anceftors : that no Citi-
« zen could be driven out of the City without a
“ trial ; and that the people would not condemn,
« nor even try a man capitally , but in an affem-
« bly of their Centuries : that the whole was
cc the effed of violence , turbulent times , and art

LUS Nepos.
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c< oppreffed Republic : that in fo ftrange a revolir-
ct  tion and confufion of all things , Cicero had
ts  only ftept afide , to provide for his future tran-
c< quillity , by declining the impending ftorm;
c‘ and fince he had freed the Republic from no
c< lefs danger by his abfence , than he had done
£C before by his prefence , that he ought not only
cc to be reftored , but to be adorned with new
“ honors : that what his mad enemy had publifhed
cc  againft him , was drawn fo abfurdly both in
<c words and fentiments , that , if it had been
cc enacted in proper form , it could never obtain
<c the force of a law : that fince Cicero therefore
cc was expelled by no law , he could not want a
“  law to reftore him , but ought not to be recalled
“ by a vote of the Senate . ” — Potnpey , whofpoke
next , having highly applauded what Cotta faid,
added , “ that for the fake of Cicero ’s future quiet,
“ and to prevent all farther trouble from the fame
“ quarter , it was his opinion that the people
“ fhould have a fliare in conferring that grace,
“ and their confent be joined alfo to the authority
“ of the Senate. ” After , many others had fpoken
likewife with great warmth in the defence and
praife of Cicero , they all came unanimoufly into
Pompey ’s opinion , and were proceeding to make
a decree upon it , when SerranusT the Tribune , rofe
up and put a flop to it ; not flatly interpofing his
negative , for he had not the aflurance to do that,
againft fuch a fpirit and unanimity of the Senate,
but defiring only a night ’s time to confider of it.
This unexpected interruption incenfed the whole
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aflembly ; fome reproached , others entreated him;
and his Father - in - law , Oppius , threw himfelf at
his feet to move him to defift : but all that they
could get from him was a promife to give way to
the decree the next morning ; upon which they
broke up . “ But the Tribune, ” fays Cicero , “ era-
il  ployed the night , not as people fancied he
“ would , in giving back the money , which he
“ had taken , but in making a better bargain , and
“ doubling his price ; for the next morning , being
“ grown more hardy , he abfolutely prohibited
“ the Senate from proceeding to any act 9!. ” This
condudt of Serranus furprifed Cicero ’s friends,
being not only perfidious and contrary to his
engagements , but highly ungrateful to Cicero ; who,
in his Confulfhip , had been his fpecial Encourager
and Benefadtor

The Senate however , though hindered at pre¬
fent from palling their decree , were too well
united , and too ftrongly fupported , to be baffled
much longer by the artifices of a fadtion : they
refolved therefore , without farther delay , to pro¬
pound a law to the people for Cicero ’s reftoration ;
and the twenty -fecond of the month was appointed
for the promulgation of it. When the day came,
Fabricius , one of Cicero ’s Tribunes , marched out
with a ftrong guard , before it was light , to get
polfeffion of the Rolfra : but Clodius was too early
for him : and having feized all the polls and avenues
of the Forum , was prepared to give him a warm
reception : he had purchafed Gladiators , for the
fhows of his iEdilefhip , to which he was now pre-



tending ; and borrowed another band of his brother
Appius ; and with thefe well armed , at the head
of his flaves and dependents , he attacked Fabri-
cius , killed feveral of his followers , wounded many
more , and drove them quite out of the place , and
happening to fall in at the fame time withCifpius,
another Tribune , who was coming to the aid of his
Colleague , he repulfed him alfo with great {laughter.
The Gladiators , heated with this tafte of blood,
“ opened their way on all fides with their fwords,
“ in queft of Quintus Cicero ; whom they met
“ with at laft , and would certainly have mur-
“ dered , if by the advantage of the confufion
“ and darknefs he had not hid himfelf under the
“ bodies of his {laves and freedmen , who were
“ killed around him ; where he lay concealed,
“ till the fray was over . ” The Tribune Sextius
was treated {fill more roughly ; “ for being par-
“ ticularly purfued and marked out for deftruc-
“ tion , he was fo defperately wounded , as to be
“ left for dead upon the fpot ; and efcaped death,
<£ only by feigning it : ” but while he lay in that
condition , fuppofed to be killed , Clodius , refied-
ing , that the murder of a Tribune , whofe perfon
was facred , would raife fuch a ftorm , as might
occafion his ruin , “ took a fudden refolution to
“ kill one of his own Tribunes , in order to charge
“ it upon his adverfaries , and fo balance the ac-
“ count by making both fides equally obnoxious :”
the vidim doomed to this facrifice was , Numerius
Quindius , an obfcure fellow , raifed to this dig¬
nity by the caprice of the multitude , who , to make

himfelf
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himfelf the more popular , had affumed the fur-
name of Gracchus : “ but the crafty clown ” * fays
Cicero , “ having - got feme hint of the delign , and
“ finding , that his blood was to wipe oft the envy
“ of Sextius’s , difguifed himfelf prefently in the
“ habit of a Muleteer , the fame in which he firft
“ came to Rome , and with a bafket upon his
“ head , while fome were calling out for Nume-
ic  rius , others for Quin &ius , palfed undifeovered
*6 by the confufion of the two names : but he

continued in this danger , till Sextiiis was known
“ to be alive ; and if that difeovery had not been
“ made fooner than one would have wifhed,
*' though they could not have fixed the odium of
“ killing their mercenary were they defigned it;
“ yet they would have leffened the infamy of one
“ villany , by committing another , which ali peo*

pie would have been pleafed with . ” Accord¬
ing to the account of this day 's Tragedy , “ the
tl  Tiber and all the common fewers were filled
“ with dead bodies , and the blood wiped up with
“ fponges in the Forum , where fuch heaps of
“ flain had never before been feen , but in the
“ civil diffenfions of Cinna and Octavius ”

Ciodius , flulhed with this victory , “ fet fire
*£ with his own hands to the Temple of the
“ Nymphs ; where the books of the Genfors and
“ the public regifters of the City were kept,
“ which were all confumed with the Fabric it-
<e felf 9' . ” He then attacked the houfes of Milo
the Tribune , and Ctecilius the Praetor , with fire
and fword ; but was rcpulfed in both attempts with

Vol.  L C c
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lofs : Milo took feveral of Appius ’s Gladiators
“ prifoners , who , being brought before the Se-
“ nate , made a confeffion of what they knew,
“ and were fent to jail ; but were prefently releafed
“ by Serranus ” Upon thefe outrages Milo
impeached Clodius in form , for the violation of the
public peace : but the Conful Metellus , who had not
yet abandoned him , with the Praetor Appius , and
the Tribune Serranus , refolved to prevent any pro-
cefs upon it ; “and  by their edi&s prohibited,
“ either the criminal himfelf to appear , or any
“ one to cite him °8. ” Their pretence was , “ that
“ the Qureftors were not yet chofen , whofe office
“ it was to make the allotment cf the Judges;
“ while they themfelves kept back the election,”
and where puffiing Clodius at the fame time into
the iEdileffiip ; which would Ikreen him of courfe
for one year from any profecution . Milo there¬
fore , finding it impradticable to bring him to
juftice in the legal method , refolved to deal with
him in his own way , by oppofing force to force;
and for this end purchafed a band of Gladiators,
with which he had daily fkirmiffies with him in
the ftreets ; and acquired a great reputation of
courage and generofity for being the firft of all
the Romans , who had ever bought Gladiators,
for the defence of the Republic 9'.

This obftruction given to Cicero ’s return by art
obftinate and defperate faction , made the Senate
only the more refolute to effedl it : they palled a
fecond vote therefore , that no other bufmefs Ihould
be done , till it was carried ; and to prevent all
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farther tumults , and infults upon the Magiftrates,
ordered the Confuls , to fummon ali the people
of Italy , who wiihed well to the ftate , to tome
to the affiftance and defence of Cicero 100. This
gave new fpirits to the honeft Citizens , and drew
a vaft concourfe to Rome from all parts of Italy,
where there was not a corporate Town of any
note , which did not teflify its refpedt to Cicero
by fome public adt or monument . “ Pompey was
“ at Capua , acting as chief magiftrate of his new
tc  Colony ; where he prefided in perfon at their
“ making a decree to Cicero 's honor , and took the
K trouble likewife of vifiting all the other Colonies
“and  chief Towns in thofe parts, ” to appoint
them a day of general rendez -vous at Rome , to
affift at the promulgation of the law 1".

Lentulus , at the fame time , was entertaining
the City with fliows and ftage - plays , in order to
keep the people in good humor , whom he had
called from their private affairs in the country , to
attend the public bufinefs . The (hows were ex¬
hibited in Pompey ’s Theatre , while the Senate,
for the convenience of being near them , was held
in the adjoining Temple of Honor and Virtue,
built by Marius out of the Cymbric fpoils , and
Called for that reafon , Marius ’s Monument : here,
according to Cicero ’s dream , a decree now paffed
in proper form for his reftoration ; when under
the joint influence of thofe Deities , Honor , he
fays , was done to Virtue ; and the Monument of
Marius , the preferver of the Empire , gave fafety
to his Countryman , the defender of it 1' 1.

C c 3
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The news of this decree no fooner reached the
neighbouring Theatre , than the whole alfembly
exprefled their fatisfad 'on by claps and applaufes,
which they renewed upon the entrance of every
Senator ; but when the ConfuJ Lentulus took his
place , they all rofe up , and with acclamations,
ftretched out hands , and tears of joy , publicly
teftified their thanks to him . But when Clodius
ventured to fbow himfelf , they were hardly
retrained from doing him violence ; throwing out
reproaches , threats and curfes upon him : fo that
in the fliows of Gladiators , which he could not
bear to be deprived of , he durft not go to his feat
in the common and open manner , but ufed to
ftart up into it at once , from fome obfctire paffage,
under the benches , which on that account was
jocofely called , the Appian way ; where he was
no fooner efpied , than fo “ general a hifs enfued,
“ that it difturbed the Gladiators , and frightened
*c their very horfes. From thefe fignifications , ” fays
Cicero , “ he might learn the difference between

the genuine Citizens of Rome , and thofe packed
“ ailembiies of ihe people , where he ufed to

domineer , and that the men , who lord it in
tc  fuch alfemblies , are the real averfion of the City;
a while thofe who dare not fhow their heads in
cc them , are received with all demonftration of
<c honor by the whole people ' " .”

When the decree pafled the famed Tragedian,
iEfopus , who adied , as Cicero fays , the fame
good partin the Republic , that he did upon the
Rage , was performing the part of Telamon , banilhed
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from his country , in one of Accius ’s play’s;
■where by the emphafis of his voice , and the
change of a word or two in fome of the lines,
he contrived to return the thoughts of the audience
on Cicero . tl  What he ! who always ftood up for
“ the Republic ! who in doubtful times fpared
<c neither life nor fortunes — the greateft friend in
<c the greateft danger — of fuch parts and talents
£C—O Father —I faw his houfes and rich furniture
« all in flames — O ungrateful Greeks , inconftant
« people ; forgetful of fervices ! — to fee fuch a
“ man baniflied ; driven from his country ; and
“ fuffer him to continue fo ? ” — At each of which
fentences there was no end of clapping . — In
another tragedy of the fame Poet , called Brutus,
when inftead of Brutus he pronounced Tullius
who eftablilhed the liberty of his Citizens ; the
people were fo affeded , that they called for it
again a thoufand times. 1 his was the conftant
pradice through the whole time of his exile , there
was not a paflage in any play , which could pof-
fibly be applied to his cafe, but the whole audience
presently catched it up , and by their claps and ap-
plaufes loudly fignified their zeal and good willies
for him

Though a decree was regularly obtained for
Cicero ’s return , Clodius had the courage and ad-
drefs ftill to hinder its palling into a law : he took
all occafions of haranguing the people againft it;
and when he had filled the Forum with his merce¬
naries , “ ufed to demand of them aloud , contrary
« to the cuftom of Rome , whether they would

C c 3
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cc have Cicero reftored or not ; upon which his
cc emiffaries railing a fort of a dead cry in the ne-
w gative , he laid hold of it , as the voice of die
“  Roman people , and declared the propofal to
“ be rejedted Ioi. ” But the Senate , alhamed to
fee their authority thus infulted , when the whole
city was on their fide , refolved to take fuch mea-
fures in the fupportof their decrees , that it fiiould
not be poffible to defeat them . Lentulus there¬
fore fummoned them into the Capitol , on the
twenty -fifth of May ; where Pompey began the
debate , and renewed the motion for recalling
Cicero ; and in a grave and elaborate fpeech which
he had prepared in writing , and delivered from
his notes , gave him the honor of having faved his
country 7°\  All the leading men of the Senate
{poke after him to the fame effedt ; but the Conful
IVletelius , notwithftanding his promifes , had been
ndling hitherto a double part ; and was all along
the chief encourager and fupporter of Clodius :
when Servilius therefore rofe up , a perfon of the
firft dignity , who had been honored with a triumph
and the Cenforlhip , he addreffed himfelf to his
kinfman , Metellus ; and cc calling up from the

dead all the family of the Metelli , laid before
“  him the glorious adts of his anceftors , with the
“ condudt and unhappy fate of his Brother , in a
<c manner fo moving , that Metellus could not
ct  hold out any longer , againft the force of the
“ fpeech , nor the authority of the Speaker , but
K with tears in his eyes , gave himfelf up to Ser?
w vilius , and profeffed all future fervices to Cicero:
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in which he proved very fincere , and from this
moment aflifted his colleague in promoting Cicero’s
reftoration : “ fo chat in a very full houfe , of four
“  hundred and feventeen Senators ; when all the

“ Magiftrates were prefent , the decree palled with*
“ out one diffenting voice , but Clodius ’s 107: ”
which gave occafion to Cicero to write a particular
letter of thanks to Metellus , as he had done once

before , upon his firft declaration for him
Some may be apt to wonder , why the two

Tribunes , who were Cicero ’s enemies ftill as much
as ever , did not perfevere to inhibit the decree;
fince the Negative of a Angle Tribune had an in-
difputable force to flop proceedings ; but when
that negative was wholly arbitrary and fadious,
contrary to the apparent intereft , and general in¬
clination of the Citizens ; if the Tribune could not
be prevailed with by gentle means to recal it , the
Senate ufed to enter into a debate upon the merit
of it, and proceed to fome extraordinary refolution,
of declaring the author of fuch an oppofition , an
enemy to his country ; and anfwerable for all the
mifchief , that was likely to enfue ; or of ordering
the Confuls to take care that the Republic received
no detriment ; which votes were thought to jultify
any methods , how violent foever , of removing
either the obftrudion or the author of it ; who
feldom cared to expofe himfelf to the rage of an
inflamed City , headed by the Confuls and the
Senate , and to aflert his prerogative at the peril
of his life.

This in effed was the cafe at prefent ; when
C c 4
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the Conful Lentulus affembled the Senate again the
next day , to conceit fome effectual method for
preventing all farther oppofition , and getting the
decree enacted into a law : but before they met,
he called the people likewife to theRoftra ; where
he ‘, and all the principal Senators in their turns,
repeated to them the fubltance of what they had
faid before in the Senate , in order to prepare them
for the reception of the law : Pompey particularly
exerted himfelf , in extolling the praifes of Cicero;
declaring , “ that the Republic owed it’s prefer-
cc  vation to him ; and that their common fafety
tc  was involved in his ; exhorting them to defend
“ and fupport the decree of the Senate , the quiet
*' of the City , and the fortunes of a man , who
{c had deferved fo well of them : that this was
** the general voice of the Senate ; of the Knights

of all Italy ; and laftly , that it was his own
“ earned , and fpecial requeft to them , which he
*l not only defired , but implored them to grant 109-”
Wh en the Senate afterwards met , they proceeded
to feveral new and vigorous votes , to facilitate
the fuccefs of the law : firft , “ that no magiftrate

fliould prefume to take the Aufpices , fo as to
“ difturb the affembly of the people , when Cicero’s“ caufe was to come before them : and that if
“ any one attempted it , he fliould be treated as a
,c  public enemy . ”

Secondly , “ That , if through any violence or
<c obftru &ion , the law was not differed to pafs,
cc within the five next legal days of affembly,
“ Cicero fliould then be at liberty to return,
** without any farther authority . ”
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Thirdly , C£ That public thanks fhould be given
cc to all the people of Italy , who came to Rome
“  for Cicero ’s defence ; and that they fhould be

cc defired to come again , on the day when the
f(  fuffrages of the people were to be taken.

Fourthly , cc That thanks fhould be given
C£ likewife to all the States and Cities , which had
“ received and entertained Cicero ; and that the
“ care of his perfon fhould be recommended to
<c all foreign nations in alliance with them ; and
cc that the Roman Generals , and all who had
(C command abroad , fhould be ordered to protect

his life and fafety ”
One cannot help paufing a while , to refled on

the great idea , which thefe fads imprint of the
charader and dignity of Cicero ; to fee fo vafl an
Empire in fuch a ferment on his account , as to
poftpone all .their concerns and interefts , for many
months fucceffively , to the fafety of a fingle
Senator 111; who had no other means of exciting the
zeal , or engaging the affedions of his Citizens,
but the genuine force of his perfonal virtues , and
the merit of his eminent fervices : as if the Republic
itfelf could not fland without him , but muff fall into
ruins , if he , the main pillar of it , was removed;
whilft the greateft Monarch * on earth , who had
any affairs with the people of Rome , were looking
on . to exped the event , unable to procure any
anfwer or regard to what they were foliciting , till
th is affair was decided : Ptolemy , the King of Egypt,
was particularly affeded by it ; who , being driven
out of his Kingdom , came to Rome about this time,
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to beg help and protection againft bis rebellious
fubjeds ; but though he was lodged in Pompey ’s
houfe , it was not poffible for him to get an audi¬
ence till Cicero ’s caufe was at an end.

The law , now prepared for his reftoration ,
was to be offered to the Suffrage of the Centuries:
this was the molt folemn and honorable way of
tranfading any public bufmefs , where the belt and
graveft part of the City had the chief influence;
and where a decree of the Senate was previoufiy
laecelfary to make the ad valid : but in the prefent
cafe , there feem to have been four or five feveral
decrees , provided at different times , which had all
been fruftrated by the intrigues of Clodius and his
friends , till thefe laft votes proved decifive and
effedual Cicero ’s refolution upon them was
“ to wait till the law fliould be propofed to the
“ people ; and , if by the artifices of his enemies,
“  it fliould then be obftruded , to come away
tl  diredly upon the authority of the Senate ; and
“ rather hazard his life , than bear the lofs of his
“ country any longer 1” . ” But the vigor of the
late debates had fo difcouraged the chiefs of the
fadion , that they left Clodius Angle in the oppo-
lition : Metellus dropt him , and his brother Appius
was defirous to be quiet ” * ; yet it was above
two months ftill from the laft decree , before
Cicero ’s friends could bring the affair to a general
vote ; which they effeded at laft on the fourth of
Auguft.

There had never been known fo numerous
and folemn an affcmbly of the Roman people as
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this : all Italy was drawn together on the occafion;
it was reckoned a kind of fin to beabfent ; and neither
age nor infirmity was thought a fufficient excufe for
not lending a helping hand to the reftoration of
Cicero : all the Magiflrates exerted themfelves in
recommending the law , excepting Appius and the
two Tribunes , who durft not venture however to
oppofe it : the meeting was held in the field of Mars,
for the more convenient reception of fo great a
multitude ; where the Senators divided among
themfelves the talk of prefiding in the feveral
Centuries , and feeing the poll fairly taken : the
refult was , that Cicero was recalled from exile ,
by the unanimous fuffrage of all the Centuries;
and to the infinite joy of the whole City 11 ’.

Clodius however had the hardinefs , not only
to appear , but to fpeak in this affembly againft the
law' ; but no body regarded or heard a word that
he faid : he now found the difference mentioned
above , between a free convention of the Roman
people , and thofe mercenary affemblies , where a
few defperate Citizens , headed by Haves and
gladiators ufed to carry all before them : where
now , fays Cicero , were thofe Tyrants of the Forum,
thofe haranguers of the mob , thofe difpofers of
kingdoms ? — This was one of the lafl: genuine
Acts of free Rome ; one of the laft efforts of public
liberty , exerting itfelf to do honor to its patron
and defender : for the union of the Triumvirate
had already given it a dangerous wound ; and
their diffenfion , which not long after enfued,
entirely deftroyed it.
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But it gave fome damp to the joy of this
glorious day , that Cicero ’s Sou-in-law Pilo happened,
to die not long before it , to the extreme grief of
the family ; without reaping the fruits of his Piety,
and fharing the plealure and benefit of Cicero’s
return . His praifes however will be as immortal as
Cicero ’s writings , from whofe repeated character
of him we learn , “ that for parts , probity , virtue ,
“ modefty , and for every accomplifhment of a
“ fine Gentleman and fine fpeaker , he fcaice left his
“ equal behind him , among all the young Nobles
“  of that age ”

Cicero had refolved to come home , in virtue
of the Senate’s decree , whether the law had paffed
or not ; but perceiving from the accounts of all
his friends , that it could not be defeated any longer,
he embarked for Italy on the fourth of Auguffc , the
very day on which it was enabled ; and landed the
next at Brundifium , where he found his daughter
Tullia already arrived to receive him. The day
happened to be the annual Feftival of the Founda¬
tion of the Town ; as well as of the Dedication of
the T emple of Safety at Rome ; and the birth -day
likewife of Tulfia ; as if Providence had thrown
all thefe circumfiances together to enhance the joy
and folemnity of his landing ; which was celebrated
by the people with the moft profufe expreffions
of mirth and gaiety . Cicero took up his quarters
again with his old hoft Lenius hlaccus , who had
entertained him fo honorably in his diftrefs , a
perfon of great learning as well as generofity ; here
he received the welcome news in four days from
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Rome , that the law was actually ratified by the
people with an incredible zeal and unanimity of all
the Centuries” 7. This obliged him to purfue his
journey in all hafte and take leave of the Brundifians ;
who by all the offices of private duty , as well
as public decrees , endeavoured to teflify their
fincere refpedt for him . The fame of his landing
and progrefs towards the City , drew infinite
multitudes from all parts , to fee him as he pafied ,
and congratulate him on his return : “ fo that the
“ whole road was but one continued flreet from
“ Brundifium to Rome , lined on both fides with
“ crowds of men , women , and children ; nor was
“ there a pr?efe<fture , Town , or Colony through
“ Italy , which did not decree him ftatues or public
“ honors , and fend a deputation of their principal
“ members to pay him their compliments : that
“ it was rather lefs than the truth , as Plutarch
“ fays , what Cicero himfelf tells us , that all Italy
“ brought him back upon it’s Ihoulders ” 8. But
“ that one day , ” fays he , “ was worth an im-
“ mortality ; when , on my approach towards the
“ City , the Senate came out to receive me , fol-
“ lowed by the whole body of the Citizens ; as if
“ Rome itfelf had left its foundations , and marched
“ forward to embrace its Preferver ”

As foon as he entered the gates he faw “ the

“ fleps of all the Temples , Porticoes , and even
“ the tops of houfes covered with people , who
"  faluted him with an univerfal acclamation , as

“ he marched forward towards the Capitol ,
“ where frefh multitudes were expecting his
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“ arrival : yet in the midft of all this Joy he could
“ not help grieving , ” he fayswithin  himfelf , to
“ refled that a City fo grateful to the defender of
“ its liberty , had been fo miferably enflaved and
“ opprefled l” . ” The Capitol was the proper
feat or throne , as it were , of the Majefty of the
Empire ; where flood the moft magnificent Fabric
of Rome , the Temple of Jupiter , or of that God
whom they ftyled the Greateft and the Bed ;
to wbofe fhrine all , who entered the City in pomp
or triumph , ufed always to make their fxrft vifit.
Cicero therefore , before lie had fainted his wife
and family , was obliged to difcharge himfelf here
of his vows and thanks for his fafe return ; where,
in compliance with the popular fuperftition , he
paid his devotion alfo to that tutelary Minerva ’,
whom , at his quitting Rome , he had placed in
the Temple of her Father . From this office of
religion he was condudted by the fame company,and with the fame acclamations to his Brother ’s
houfe , where this great proceffion ended : which,
from one end of it to the other , was fo fplendid
and triumphant , that he had reafon , he fays , to
fear , left people fibould imagine that he himfelf had
contrived his late flight , for the fake of fo gloriousa reftoration
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8-
Hume ’s Hiftory of England , 12 vol. 8.

Gillies ' Hiftory of Ancient Greece , 3 vol . g.

Middleton ’s Life of Cicero , 4 vol . 8-

A Ne-w Edition frith conjideruble Additions
and Corrections of

Robertson ’s Hiftory \of America , 3 voh 8.
The Continuation is in the Prefs , as alfo

Shaftesbury ’s Charadteriftics , 3 vol . 8.

Smith ’s Inquiry into the Nature and Caufes
of the wealth of Nations , 4 vol. 8.
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