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To the Rieur HONORABLE

JOHN LORD HERVEY,

Lord Keeper of His Majefty’s Privy Seal.

My Lorbp,

THE public will naturally expect , that m
chufing a Patron for the Life of CicEro, I should
addrefs mylelf to fome perfon of illuftrious rank,
diftingnished by his parts and eloquence, and
bearing a principal share in the great affairs of
the Nation; who, according to the ufual {tyle
of Dedications, might be the proper {ubjet of a
comparifon with the Hero of my piece. Your
Lordship’s name will confirm that expectation,,
and Your charadter will juftify me in running
fome length into the parallel; but my experience
of your good fenfe forbids me the attempt. For
Your Lordship knows what a diladvantage it
would be to any charadler, to be placed in the
fame light with that of Cicero; that all fuch
comparifons muft be invidious and adulatory
4 2




iv DEDICATION

and that the following Hiftory will fuggelt =a
reafon in every page, why no man now living
can juftly be compared with him.

I po not impute this to any fuperiority of parts
or genius, peculiar to the Ancients; for human
nature has ever been the fame in all ages and
nations, and owes the difference of it’s improve-
ments, to a difference only of culture, and of
the rewards propofed to it's induftry : where
thefe are the moft amply provided, there we shall
always find the moft numerous and shining ex-
amples of human perfe&ion. In old Rome, the
public honors were laid open to the virtue of
every Citizen ; which, by raifing them in their
turns to the command of that mighty Empire,
produced a race of Nobles, fuperior even to
Kings. This was a profpe&, that filled the foul of
the ambitious, and roufed every faculty of mind
and body, to exert its utmoft force : whereas in
modern ftates men’s views being ufually confined
to narrow bounds, beyond which they cannot
pafs, and a partial culture of their talents being
fufficient to procure every thing , that their am-
bition can afpire to, a great genius has feldom
cither room or invitation to ftretch itfelf to it's
full fize.



DEDICATION. v

Yovu fee, my Lord, how much I truft to your
good nature, as well as good fenfe, when in an
Epiftle dedicatory, the proper place of Panegyric ,
I am depreciating your abilities, inftead of extol-
ling them: but I remember, that it is a Hiftory,
which I am offering to Your Lordship, and it
would ill become me, in the front of fuch a
work, to expofe my veracity to any hazard : and
my head indeed is now fo full of antiquity, that
I could wish to fee the dedicatory ftyle reduced
to that claflical fimplicity, with which the ancient
writers ufed to prefent their books to their friends
or Patrons, at whofe defire they were written,
or by whofe authority they were published : for
this was the firlt ufe, and the fole purpofe of
Dedication; and as this alfo is the real ground
of my prefent addrefs to Your Lordship, fo it
will be the beft argument of my Epiftle, and the
moft agreeable to the charatter of a Hiftorian
to acquaint the public with a plain fa, that it
was Your Lordship, who firft advifed me, to
undertake zhe Life of Cicero; and when from 2
diffidence of my ftrength, and a nearer view of
the task, I began to think myfelf unequal to the
weight of it, Your Lorship ftill urged and
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vi BE:DICAT IO N
exhorted me to perfift, till I had moulded it into
the form, in which it now appears.

Tuus far Your Lordship was carried by tha#
love for Cicero, which, as one of the beft Critics
of antiquity- affures us, is the undoubted proof of
a true tafte. I wish only, that the favor, which
you have fince shown to my English Cicero,
may not detract from that praife , which is due to
Your love of the Roman : but whatever cenfure
it may draw upon Your Lordship, I cannot prevail
with myfelf to conceal, what does fo much honor
to my work; that, before it went to the Prefs,
Your Lordship not only faw and approved, but
as the fincereft mark of Your approbation, cor-
rected it, It adds no fmall credit to the Hiftory
of Povveius, that he profefles to have been affifted
in it by Scieio and Lzrius; and even TERENCE’s
ftyle was made the purer, for it’s being retouched
by the fame great hands. You muft pardon me
therefore, my Lord, if, after the example of
thofe excellent Authors, I cannot forbear boafting,
that fome parts of my prefent work have been
brightened by the ftrokes of your Lordship’s
pencil.

It was the cuftom of thofe Rowmzan Nobles, to
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fpend their leifure, not in vicious pleafures, or:
trifling diverfions, contrived, as we truly call it,
to kill the time ; but in converfing with the cele-
brated Wits and Scholars of the age : in encou-
raging other people’s learning , and improving
their own : and here Your Lordship imitates then
with fuccefs, and for love of letters and polite-
nefs may be compared with the Nobleft of them.
For your houfe, like theirs, is open to men of
parts and merit; where I have admired Your
Lordship’s agreeable manner of treating them all
in their own way, by introducing queftions in
literature and varying them fo artfully, as to give
every one an opportunity , not only of bearing a
part, but of leading the converfation in his turn.
In thefe liberal exercifes You drop the cares of
the Statefinan ; relieve Your fatigues in the Senate;
and firengthen Your mind, while You relax it.
Excomiums of this kind, upon perfons of Your
Lordship’s quality, commonly pafs for words of
courfe , or a fashionable language to the Great,
and make little impreffion on men of fenfe, who
know learning, not to be the fruit of wit or
parts, for there Your Lordship’s title would be
unqueftionable, but an acquifition of much labor
a 4




wii DIE'DICATION

and ftudy, which the Nobles of our days are
apt to look upon, as inconfiftent with the eafe
and fplendor of an elevated fortune, and generally
leave to men of profeflions and inferior Life. But
Your Lordship has a different way of thinking, and
by Your education in a public School and Univer-
fity, has learnt from Your earlieft youth, thatno
fortune can exempt a man from pains, who de-
fires to diftinguish himfelf from the vulgar: and
that it is a folly in any condition of life, to afpire
to a {uperior character, without a fuperior virtue
and induftry to fupport it. What time therefore
others beftow upon their {ports, or pleafures, or
the lazy indolence of a luxurious life, Your
Lordship applies' to the improvement of Your
knowledge, and in thofe early hours, when all
around You are hushed in sleep, feize the op-
portunity of that quiet, as the moft favorable
feafon of fiudy, and frequently fpend an ufeful
day, before others begin to enjoy it.

I am faying no more, my Lord, than what T
know, from my conftant admiffion to Your Lord-
ship in my morning-vifits, before good manners
would permit me to attempt a vifit any where
elfe ; where I have found Vou commonly
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engaged with the Claflical writers of Greece or
Rome ; and converfing with thofe very dead,
with whom Sciero and Lzrius ufed to converfe
{o familiarly when living. Nor does Your Lord-
ship affume this part for oftentation or amufement
only, but for the real benefit both of Yourfelf
and others; for I have feen the folid effets of
Your reading , in your judicious reflections on the
policy of thofe ancient Governments, and have
felt Your weight even in controver{y, on fome of
the moft delicate parts of their Hiftory.

THuEeRE is another circumftance peculiar to Your
Lordship, which makes this task of Study the
eafier to You, by giving You not only the great-
er health, but the greater leifure to purfue it; I
mean that fingular temperance in diet, in which
Your Lordship perfeveres with a conftancy, fu-
perior to every temptation, that can excite an
appetite to rebel; and shows a firmnefs of mind,
that fubjects every gratification of fenfe to the
rule of right reafon. Thus with all the accom-
plishments of the Nobleman, You lead the life of
a Philofopher; and while You shine a principal
ornament of the Court, You practife the difci-
pline of the College.




DED ¥C AT IO N.

In old Rome there were no hereditary honors;
but when the virtue of a family was extin&, it’s
honor was extinguished too; fo that no man,
how nobly foever born, could arrive at any
dignity, who did not win it by his perfonal me-
rit : and here again Your Lordship feems to have
emulated that ancient fpirit; for though born to
the firft honors of Your country, yet difclaiming
as it were Your birthright, and putting Yourfelf
upon the foot of a Roman, You were not content
with inheriting, but refolved to import new dig-
nities into Your family; and after the example
of Your Noble Father, to open Your own way
into the fupreme Council of the Kingdom. In
this auguft Affembly , Yout Lordship difplays
thofe shining talents, by which You acquired a
feat in it, in the defence of our excellent Eftab.
lishment; in maintaining the rights of the people,
yet afferting the prerogative of the Crown; mea-
furing' them both by the equal balance of the
lIaws ; which by the provident care of our An-
ceftors, and the happy fettlement at the Revolu-
tion, have {fo fixed their juft limits, and mode-
rated the extent of their influence, that they
mutually defend and preferve, but can never de-
{troy each other without a general ruin.

—
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Ix a nation like ours, which from the natural
effe of freedom, is divided into oppofite parties,
though particular attachments to certain princi-
ples, or friendships with certain men, will fome-
times draw the beft Citizens into meafures of a
fubordinate kind , which they cannot wholly
approve ; yet whatever envy Your Lordship may
incur on that account, You will be found, on
all occafions of trial, a true friend to our confti-
tution both in Church and State : which I have
heard You demonftrate with great force, to be
the bulwark of our common peace and profperity,
From this fundamental point, no engagements
will ever move , or intereft draw You; and
thongh men inflamed by oppofition are apt to
charge each other with defigns , which were
never dreamt of perhaps by either fide, yet if
there be any, who know fo little of You, as to
diftruft Your principles, they may depend at
leaft on Your judgment , that it can never fuffer
a perfon of Your Lordship’s rank, born to fo
large a share of the property, as well as the
honors of the nation, to think any private intere(t
an equivalent , for confenting to the ruin of the
public. '
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I meNTION this, my Lord, as an additional
reafon for prefenting You with the Life of Cicero:
for were I not perfuaded of Your Lordship’s fin-
cere love of liberty, and zeal for the happinefs
of Your fellow - citizens, it would be a reproach
to You to put into Your hands the Life of a
man, who in all the variety of his admirable
talents, does not shine fo glorious in any, asin
his conftant attachment to the true interefts of
his country , and the noble firuggle that he
fuftained, at the expenfe even of his Life, to
avert the impending tyranny, that finally op-
prefled it.

But T ought to ask Your Lordship’s pardon
for dwelling fo long upon a charatter, which
is known to the whole Kingdom , as well as to
mylelf ; not only by the high Office, which
You fill, and the eminent dignity that You bear
init , but by the fprightly compofitions of various
kinds, with which Your Lordship has often en-
tertained it. It would be a prefumption, to
think of adding any honor to Your Lordship by
my pen, after You have acquired fo much by
Your own. The chief defign of my Epiftle is,
to give this public teftimony of my thanks for
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the fignal marks of friendship, with which Your
Lordship has long honored me ; and to intereft
Your name, as far as I can, in the fate and
foccefs of my work; by letting the world know,
what a share You had in the producion of it
that it owed it’s being to Your encouragement;
correctnels to Your pencil ; and what many will
think the moft fubftantial benefit, it’s large fub-
fcription to Your authority. For though, in
this way of publishing it, 1 have had the pleafure
to, find mylelf fupported by a noble lift of ge-
nerous friends, who without being folicited, or
even asked by me, have promoted my fubfcrip-
tion with an uncommon zeal, yet Your Lord-
ship has diftinguished Yourfelf the mo& emi-
nently of them, in contributing not only to the
number, but the fplendor of the names, that
adorn it.

Next to that little reputation, with which
the public has been pleafed to favor me, the
benefit of this fubfcription is the chief fruit, that
I have ever reaped from my ftudies. I am indebted
for the firft to Cicero, for the fecond to Your
Lordship: it was Cicero, who inftructed me to
write ; Your Lordship, who rewards me for
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writing : the fame motive therefore, which in-
duced me to attempt the hiltory of the one,
engages me to dedicate it to the other; that I
may exprels my gratitude to you both, in the
moft effetual manner that I am able; by celebrating
the memory of the dead, and acknowledging the
generofity of my living Benefactor.

I nave received great civilities, on feveral oc-
cafions, from many Noble perfons , of which I
shall ever retain a moft grateful fenfe : but your
Lordship’s accumulated favors have long ago rifen
up to the charalter of obligations, and made it
my perpetual duty, as it had always been my
ambition , to profefs myfelf with the greateft
truth and refpec,

My Lord,
Your Lordship’s
Moft obliged and
Devoted Servant,

Conyers Middleton
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PREFK ACE

THERE 1s no part of Hiftory , which feems
capable of yielding either more inftruction or e
tertainment , than that which offers to us the fele@
lives of great and virtuous men, who have made
an eminent figure on the public ftage of the world.
In thefe we fee at one view , what the annals of
a whole age can afford , that is worthy of notice ;
and in the wide field of univerfal Hitory , fkip-
ping as it were over the barren places , gather all
it’s flowers , and poflefs ourfelves at once of every
thing thatis good in it.

But there is one great fault, which is commonly
obferved in the writers of particular lives , that
they are apt to be partial and prejudiced in favor
of their fubjec, and to give us a panegyric , in-
ftead of a Hiltory. They work up their chara&ers,
as Painters do their Portraits ; taking the praife of
their art to, confift, not in copying, but in adorn-
ing nature ; not in drawing a juft refemblance,
but in giving a fine picture ; or exalting the man
into the Hero: and this indeed feems to flow from.
the nature of the thing itfelf ; where the very in-
clination to write is generally grounded on a pre-
polleflion, and an affection alréady contracted for
the pexfon, whofe hiftory we are attempting ; and
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when we fit down to it with the difpofition of a
friend , it is natural for us, to calt a thade over his
failings ; to give the ftrongeft coloring to his vir-
tues ; and out of a good character , to endeavour
to draw a perfe@ one. ;

I am fenfible, that this is the common prejudice
of Biographers, and have endeavoured therefore,
to diveft myfelf of it , as far as I was able; yet
dare not take upon me to affirm, that I have kept
myfelf wholly clear from it ; but fhall leave the
decifion of that point to the judgment of the
reader : for I mult be fo ingenuous as to own,
that when I formed the plan of this work , I was
previoufly poflefled with a very favorable opinion
of Cicero ; which, after the ftri&eft {crutiny , has
been greatly confirmed and heightened in me: and
in the cafe of a fhining charader, fuch as Cicero’s ,
I am perfuaded, will appear to be, it is certainly
more pardonable to exceed rather in our praifes of
it, out of a zeal for illuftrious merit , than to be
referved in doing juftice to it, through a fear of
being thought partial. But that T might guard myfelf
-equally from both the extremes, I have taken care
always to leave the facts to fpeak for themfelves ,
and to affirm nothing of any moment without an
authentic teftimony to fupport it ; which yet , if
confulted in the original at it’s full length , will
commonly add more light and firength to what is
advanced, than the fragments quoted in the mar-
gin, and the brevity of notes would- admit.
Bur
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But whatever prejudices may be fufpected to
adhere to the writer, it is certain, that in a work
of this nature,, he would have many more to com-
bat in the reader. The {cene of it is laid in a place
and age, which are familiar to us from our child-
hood : we learn the names of all the chief actors
at fchool, and chufe our feveralfavorites according
to our tempers or fancies; and when we are leaft
able to judge of the merit of them , form diftinck
characters of each , which we frequently retain
through life. Thus Marius, Sylla, Cefar, Pompey,
Cato , Cicero , Brutus , Antony , have all their
feveral advocates, zealous for their fame , and ready
even to quarrel for the fuperiority of their virtues.
But among the celebrated names of antiquity , thofe
of the great Conquerors and Generals attract our
admiration always the moft, and imprint a notion
of magnanimity, and power, and capacity for do-
minion , fuperior to that of other mortals : we look:
upon fuch , as deftined by heaven for Empire ,
and born to trample on their fellow - creatures 4
without reflecting on the numerous evils , which
are neceflary to the acquifition of a glory , which
is built upon the fubverfion of nations, and the
deftruction of the human {fpecies. Yet thefe are
the only perfons, who are thought to fhine in
Hiftory , or to merit the attention of the reader:
dazzled with the fplendor of their vi&ories, and
the pomp of their Triumphs , we confider them
as the pride and ornaments of the Roman name i

b
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while the péciﬁc and civil charadter, though of all
others the moft beneficial to mankind, whofe {ole
ambition is , to fupport the laws , the rights and
liberty of his Citizens , is looked upon as humble and
contemptible on the comparifon, for being forced
to truckle to the power of thefe Oppreflors of
their country.

In the following Hiftory therefore , if I have
happened to affirm any thing, that contradicts the
common opinion , and fhocks the prejudices of
the reader, I muft defire him to attend diligently
to the authorities on which it is grounded ; and if
thefe do not give fatisfaction, to fufpend his judge-
ment {till to the end of the work ; in the progrefs
of which, many facts will be cleared up , that may
appear at firlt perhaps uncertain and precarious :
and in every thing efpecially , that relates to Cicero,
1 would recommend to him , to contemplate the
whole characer, before he thinks himfelf qualified
to judge of it’s feparate parts , on which the whole
will always be found the furelt comment.

Quintilian has given us an excellent rule, in the
very cafe; that we fhould be modeft and circum-
fpec , in paffing a judgment on men fo illufti-
ous, left, as it happens to the generality of cenfur-
ers,, we be found at laft to condemn, what we do
not underftand *. There is another reflection like-
wife very obvious, which yet feldom has it’s due
weight ; that a ‘writer on any part of Hiftory ,
swhich he has made his particular ftudy , may be



ve

P R/EFCAC E, XIX

prefumed to be better acquainted with it, than the
generality of his readers ; and when he afferts a
fact, that does not feem to be well grounded, it
may fairly be imputed, till a good reafon appears
to the contrary , to a more exten{ive view of his
fubje&; which , by making it clear to himfelf, is
apt to perfuade him , that it is equally clear to
every body elfe ; and that a fuller explication of
it would confequently be unneceffary. If thefe con-
fiderations, which are certainly reafonable, have
but their proper influence , 1 flatter myfelf , that
there will be no juft caufe to accufe me of any
culpable biafs in my accounts of things or perfons,
or of any other favor to the particular chara&er of
Cicero, than what common humanity will naturally
beftow vpon every character, that is found upon
the whole to be both great and good.

In drawing the charaders of a number of perfons,
who all lived in the fame City, at the fame time;
trained by the fame difcipline, and engaged in the
fame purfuits ; as there muft be many fimilar ftrokes,
and a general refemblance in them all, fo the chief
difficulty will be, to prevent them from running
mnto too great an uniformity. This I have endea-
voured to do, not by forming ideal pictures , or
fuch as would pleafe or furprife; but by attending
to the particular facts, which hiftory has delivered
of the men, and tracing them to their fource , or
to thofe correfpondent affections, from which they
derived their birth: for thefe are the (ili&iinguiﬂsixlg

b




XX PR EF A CE.

features of the feveral perfons; which, when duly
veprefented, and placed in their proper light, will
not fail to exhibit that precife difference, in which
the peculiarity of each character confifts.

As to the nature of my work , though the title
of it carries nothing more , than the Hiftory of
Cicero’s Life, yet it might properly enough be
called, the Hiftory of Cicero’s Times : fince from
his firlk advancement to the public Magiftracies ,

there was not any thing of moment tranfaded in

the ftate, in which he did not bear an eminent
part: fo that, to make the whole work ofa piece,
I bave given a fummary account of the Roman
affairs, during the time even of his minority; and
agreeably to what I promifed in my propofals ,
bave carried on aferies of Hiftory , through a period
of above fixty years, which for the importance of
the events, and the dignity of the perfons concern-
ed in them, is by far the moft interefting of any
in the Annalsof Rome.

In the execution of this defign, I have purfued,
as clofely as I could , that very plan, which Cicero
himf{elf had fketched out, for the model of a com-
plete Hiftory. Where he lays it down as a funda-
mental law , « that the writer fhould net dare to
“ affirm what was falfe , or to fupprefs what was
“ true ; nor give any fufpicion either of favor or
¢ difaffection : that in the relation of facs , he fhould
 obferve the order of time , and fometimes add

“ the defcription of places; fhould firft explain the
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« counfels ; then the acs; and laftly the events of
« things: thatin the counfels, he fhould interpofe
“his own judgment on the merit of them ; in
“ the acts , relate not only what was done , but
“ how it was done ; in the events , fhow what
 fhare chance, or rafhnefs , or prudence had in
“them : that he fhould defcribe likewife the parti-
“ cular characters of all the great perfons , who
“ bear any confiderable part in the ftory ; and
“ fhould drefs up the whole in a clear and equable
“ftyle, without affe®ing any ornament , or feeking
*“ any other praife but of perfpicuity. ” Thefe were
the rules that Cicero had drawn up for himfelf :
when he was meditating a general Hiftory of his
Country , as 1 have taken occafion to mention
more at large in it’s proper place.

But as T have borrowed my plan , fo T have
drawn my materials alfo from Cicero: whofe works
are the moft authentic monuments that remain to
us, of all the great tranfactions of that age; being
the original accounts of one, who himfelf was not
only a {pectator, but a principal a&tor in them.
There is not a fingle part of his writings, which
does not give fome light , as well into his own
Hiftory , as into that of the Republic : but his
familiar Letters , and above all thofe to Atticus 2
may juftly be called the memoirs of the times; for
they contain, not only a diftin& account.of every
memorable event , but lay open the fprings and
motives , whence each of them proce%ded; fo that,

3
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as a polite writer, who lived in that very age,and
perfedly knew the merit of thefe Letters , fays,
the man who reads them , will have no occalion
for any other Hiftory of thofe times

My firlt bufinefs therefore, after 1 had under-
taken this tafk, was to read cver Cicero’s works ,
with no other view, than to extraé from them all
the paffages that feemed to have apy relation to my
defign : where the tedioulnefs of collecting an infi-
nite number of teftimonies {cattered through many
different volumes; offorting them into their claffes,
and rangsng them in proper order ; the neceflity
of ovcr]ooLmv many in the firlt fearch, and the
trouble of rf:u_;c—.vmg them in a fecond or third ;
and the final omiffjon of feveral through forget-
fulnels or inadvertency; have helped to abate that
wonder , which had often occurred to me , why
no man-had ever attempted” the {fame work before
me, or at lgaft in this cnfdr red and comprehenfive
form, in which it is now offered to the public.

In my ufe of thefe materials , I have chofen to
infert as many of them as I could, into the body
of my work; imagining, that it would give both
a luftre and authority to a fentiment, to deliver it
in the perfon and the very words of Cicero: efpe-
cia]lv if they could be managed fo , as notto ap-
pear to be fewed on like fplendid patches , but
woven orrgnmily into the text , 48 the gemnne parts
of it. Wich this view I have taken occafion to
mtroduce feveral of his Letters, with large ~xtracts
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from fuch of his Orations , as give any particular
light into the facts, or cultoms , or characters de-
fcribed in the Hiftory , or which feemed on any
other account to be curious and entertaining. The
frequent introducion of thefe may be charged per-
haps to lazinefs , and a defign of fhortening my
pains , by filling up my ftory with Cicero’s words
inftead of my own: but that was not the cafe ; nor
has this part of the talk been the eaficft to me; as
thofe will readily believe, who have ever attempt-
ed to tranflate the Claflical writers of Greece and
Rome: where the difficulty is, not fo much to give
their fenfe , as to give it in their language; that is ,
in fuch as is analogous to it, or what they might
be fuppofed to fpeak , if they were living at this
time; fince a fplendor of ftyle, as well as of fen-
timents, is neceffary to fupport the idea of a fine
writer. While I am reprefenting Cicero therefore
as the molt eloquent of the ancients , flowing with
a perpetual eafe and delicacy , and fullnefs of ex-
preflion, it would be ridiculous to produce no
other fpecimen of it, but what was {tiff and forced,
and offenfive toa polite reader : yet this is generally
the cafe of our modern verfions ; where the firit
wits of antiquity are made to fpeak fuch Enghfh,
as an Englithman of talte would be afhamed to write
on any original fubje@. Verbal tranflations are
always inelegant *, and neceffarily deftroy all the
beauty of language ; yet by departing too wantonly
from the letter, we are apt to vary ;Jhe fenfe, and
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mingle fomewhat of our own : tranflators of low
genius never reach beyond the firft ; but march from
word to word, without making the lealt excurfion ,
for fear of lofing themfelves ; while men of fpirit,

XX

who prefer the fecond , ufually contemn the mere
tafk of tranflating , and are vain enough to think
of improving their Author. I have endeavoured ta
take the middle way ; and made it my firft care
always, to preferve the fentiment; and my next ,
to adhere to the words , as far as I was able to
exprefs them, inanealy and natural ftyle; which
I have varied ftill agreeably to the different fubjec,
or the kind of writing, on which I was employed ;
and I perfuade myfelf, that the many original pieces,
which I have tranflated from Cicero , as they are cer-
tainly the moft thining, fo will be found alfo the
moft ufeful parts of my work, by introducing the
reader the oftener into the company of one, with
whom no man ever converfed, as a very eminent
writer tells us , without coming away the better
fordeRe

After I had gone through my review of Cicero’s
writings , my next recourfe was to the other
Ancients , both Greeks and Romans, who had
touched upon the affairs of that age. Thefe ferved
me chiefly , to fill up the interftices of general
Hiftory, and to illuftrate feveral paffages , which
were but flightly mentioned by Cicero; as well as
to add fome f{tories and circumflances, which tra-
dition had preferved , concerning either Cicero
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himfelf, or any of the chief actors , whofe characters
1 bhad delineated.

But the Greek Hiftorians, who treat profeffedly
of thefe times, Plautarch, Appian, Dio, though
they are all very ufeful for illuftrating many im-
portant facs of ancient hiftory , which would other-
wife have been loft, or imperfedly tranlmitted to
us, are not yet to be read without fome caution;
as being firangers to the language, and cuftoms of
Rome; and liable to frequent miftakes , as well as
fubje& to prejudices in their relation of Roman
affairs. Plutarch lived from the reign of Claudius,
to that of Hadrian ; in which he died very old ,
in the poffeffion of the Priefthood of the Delphic
Apollo : and though he is fuppofed to have re-
fided in Rome near forty years at different times,
yet he never feems to have acquired a fufficient
{kill in the Roman language, to qualify himfelf for
the compiler of 2 Roman Hiftory. But if we thould
allow him all the talents requifite to a Hiftorian,
yet the attempt of writing the lives of all the illuf-
trious Greeks and Romans, was above the ftrength
of any fingle man , of what abilities and leifure
foever; much more of one, who , as he himfelf
tells us, was fo engaged in public bufinefs, and in
giving lectures of philofophy to the great men of
Rome , thathe had not time to make himfelf mafter
of the Latin tongue ; nor to acquire any other
knowledge of it’s words , than what he had gra-
dually learnt by a previous ufe and experience of
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things *: his work therefore, from the very nature
of it, muft needs be fuperficial and imperfe&t, and
the I[ketch rather than the completion of a great
defign.

. This we find to be a&ually true in his account of
Cicero’s life , where befides the particular miftakes ,
that bave been charged upon him by other writers,
we fee all the marks of hafte, inaccuracy , and want
of due information, from the poverty and perplexity
of the whole performance. He huddles over Cicero’s
greatelt acts in a fummary and negligent manner ,
yet dwells upon his dreams and his jefts, which for
the greateft part were probably fpurious; and in the
laft fcene of his life , which was of all the moft
glorious , when the whole counfels of the Empire,
and the fate and liberty of Rome refted on his
fhoulders, there he is more particularly trifling and
empty ; where he bad the fairelt opportunity of
difplaying his charadter to advantage, as well as of
illuftrating a curious part of Hiltory, which has not
well been explained by any writer ; though there
are the amplelt materials for it in Cicero’s Letters
and Philippic Orations, of which Plutarch appears
to have made little or no ufe.

Appian flourifhed likewife in the reign of Hadri-
an’,and came to Rome probably about the time of
Plutarch’s death', while his works were in every
body’s hands ; which he had made great ufe of, and
feems to have copied very clofely in the moft confi-

derable paffluges of his hiltory.
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Dio Caffius lived ftill later , from the time of the
Antonines to that of Alexander Severus; and befides
the exceptions, that lie againft him in common with
the othertwo , 1s obferved to have conceived a
particular prejudice againft Cicero ; whom he treats
on all occafions with the utmoft malignity. The
moft obvious caufe of it feems to be, his envy to
aman, who for arts and eloquence was thought to
eclipfe the fame of Greece ; and by explaining all the
parts of Philofophy to the Romans in their own

language , had fuperfeded in fome meafure the ufe

of the Greek learning and lectures at Rome , to
which the hungry wits of that nation owed both
their credit and their bread. Another reafon , not
lefs probable , may be drawn likewife from Dio’s
characer and principles, which were wholly oppo-
fite to thofe of Cicero : he flourifhed under the moft
tyrannical of the Emperors , by whom he was ad-
vanced to great dignity ; and being the creature of
defpotic power, thought it a proper compliment to
it, to depreciate a name, fo highly revered for it’s
patriotifm ; and whofe writings tended to revive
that ancient zeal and {pirit ofliberty , for which the
people of Rome were once fo celebrated : for we
find him taking all occafions in his Hiftory, to prefer
an abfolute and monarchical government, to a free
and democratical one, as the moft beneficial to the
Roman ftate ”.

Thefe were the grounds of Dio’s malice to Cicero,
which is exerted often fo abfurdly , that it betrays
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and confutes itfelf. Thus in the debates of the fenate
about Antony , he dreffes up a fpeech for Fufius
Calenus , filled with all the obfcene and brutal
ribaldry againft Cicero , that a profligate mind
could invent; as if it were poflible to perfuade any
man of fenfe , that fuch infamous ftuff could be
fpoken in the Senate, ac a time, when Cicero had
an entire afcendantin it, who at no time ever fuffer-
ed the leaft infult upon his honor, without chaltif-
ing the aggreffor for it upon the fpot : whereas
Cicero’s fpeeches in thefe very debates, which are
ftill extant, fhow , that though they were managed
with great warmth of oppofition , yet it was
always with decency of language between him and
Calenus; whom while he reproves and admonifhes
with his ufual freedom, yet he treats with civility ,
and fometimes even with compliments *.

But a few paffages from Dio himfelf will evince
the juftice of this cenfure upon him : “ he calls
* Cicero’s father, a Fuller, who yet got his liveli-
“hood, he fays, by dreffing other people’s vines
“and olives; that Cicero was born and bred amidft
“‘the fcourings of old clothes , and the filth of
* dunghills; that he was mafter of no liberal fcience,
“nor ever did a fingle thing in his life, worthy
“of a great man , or an Orator: that he proftituted
“ hiswife; trained up his fon in drunkennefs ; com-
“ mitted inceft with his daughter ; lived in adultery
“* with Cerellia ; whom he owns at the fame time to
# be feventy years old °:” all which palpable lies,
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with many more of the fame fort, that he tells of
Cicero, are yet full as credible as what he declares
afterwards of himfelf, that he was admonifhed and
commanded by a vifion from heaven, againft his
own will and inclination , to undertake the talk of
writing his Hiftory *°.

Upon thefe collections from Cicero and the other
Ancients, I finifhed the firfl draught of my Hiftery,
before I began to inquire after the modern writers,
who had treated the fame fubjec before me, either
in whole or in part. I was unwilling to look into
them fooner, left they fhould fix any prejudice in-
fenfibly upon me , before I had formed a diftin&
judgment on the real ftate of the facs , as they
appeared to me from their original records. For in
writing Hiftory, asin Travels, imftead of tranfcri-
bing the relations of thofe , who have trodden the
fame ground before us, we fhould exhibit a feries
of obfervations, peculiar to ourfelves; fuch as the
facs and places fuggefted to our own minds from
an attentive furvey of them , without regard to
what any one elfe may have delivered about them:
and thoungh in a production of this kind , where the
fame materials are common to all, many things muft
neceflarily be faid , which had been obferved already
by others; yet if the author has any genius, there
will always be enough of what is new , to diftin-
guifh it as an original work, and to give him a right
to call it his own , which I flatter myfelf will be
allowed to me in the following Hiftory. In this
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inquiry after the modern pieces , which had any
connexion with my argument, I got notice prefent-
ly of a greater number than I expected , which bore
the title of Cicero’s life; but upon running over as
many of them as I could readily meet with, T was
cured of my eagernefs for hunting out the reft ; fince
I perceived them to be nothing elfe but either tri-
fling panegyrics on Cicero’s general character , or
imperfe&t abltracts of his principal a&ts , thrown
together within the compafls of a few pages in
duodecimo.

There are two books, however, which have been
of real ufe to me, Sebafltiani Corradi Quafiura, and
M. T. Ciceronis Hiftoria a Francifco Fabricio : the
firlt was the work of an Italian Critic of eminent
learning , who fpent a great part of his life in ex-
plaining Cicero’s writings ; but itis rather an apolo-
gy for Cicero, than the Hiftory of his life; it’s chief
end being to vindicate Cicero’s character from all
the objections , that have ever been made to it ;
and particularly from the mifreprefentations of Plu-
tarch, and the calumnies of Dio. The piece is learn-
ed and ingenious, and written in good Latin ; yet
the dialogue 1s carried on with {o harfh and forced
an Allegory, of a Queflor or Treafurer producing
the feveral teltimonies of Cicero’s acs ., under the
form of genuine money, in oppofition to the fpurious
coins of the Greek Hiftorians , that none can read
it with pleafure, few with patience: the obf:rva-
tions, however, are generally jult and weil-grounded,
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except that the Author’s zeal for Cicero’s honor gets
the better fometimes of his judgment , and draws
him into a defence of his conduét, where Cicero
himfelf has even condemned it.

Fabricius’s Hiftory is prefixed to feveral editions
of Cicero’s works , and is nothing more than a bare
detail of his a&ts and writings , digefted into exact
order, and diftinguifhed by the years of Rome and
of Cicero’s life , without any explication or com-
ment , but what relates to the fettlement of the time,
which is the fole end of the work. But as this is
executed with diligence and accuracy , fo it has
eafed me of a great fhare of that trouble, which 1

. muft otherwile have had, in ranging my materials

into their proper places; in which tafk, however, I
have always taken care to confult alfo the Annals
of Pighius.

I did not forget likewife to pay a due attention
to the French Authors, whofe works happened to
coincide with any part of mine; particularly , the
Hifltory of the two Triumvirates ; of the Revolu-
tions of the Roman Government ; and of the Exile
of Cicero — which are all of them ingenious and
ufeful; and have given a fair account of the general
flate of the facts , which they profels to illuftrate.
But as I had already been at the fountain - head ,
whence they had all drawn their materials, {fo the
chief benefit , that I received from them , was to
make me review with ftriter care the particular
paflages , in which I differed from them ; as well
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as to remind me of fome few things, which I had
omitted , or touched perhaps more flightly than they
deferved. But the Author of the Exile has treated
his argument the moft accurately of them , by fup-
porting his ftory, as he goes along, with original
teltimonies from the old authors ; which is the only
way of writing Hiftory that can give fatisfaction,
or carry conviction along with it, by laying open
the ground on which it is built ; without which
Hiftory afflumes the air of Romance , and makes
no other impreflion , than in proportion to our
opinion of the judgment and integrity of the
Compiler.

There 1s a little piece alfo in our own language,
called , Obfervations on the life of Cicero; which
though it gives a very different account of Cicero,
from what I have done , yet I could not but read
with pleafure, for the elegance and fpirit with which
it is written , by one who appears to be animated
with a warm love of virtue. But to form our notions
of a great man , from fome flight paffages of his
writings or feparate points of condu& , without
regarding their connexion with the whole, orthe
figure, that they make in his general character, is
like examining things in a microfcope, which were
made to be furveyed in the grofs: every mole rifes
into a mountain , and the leaft {potinto a deformi-
ty ; which vanifh again into nothing , when we
contemplate them through their proper medium,
and in their natural light. 1 perfuade myfelf there-
fore
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fore that a perfon of this writer's good fenfe and
principles, when he has confidered Cicero’s whole
Hiftory , will conceive a more candid opinion of
the man, who after alife fpent in a perpetual ftrug-
gle againft vice, faction and tyranny, fell a Martyr
at laft to the liberty of his country.

As I have had frequent occafion to recommend
the ufe of Cicero’s Letters to Atticus , for their
giving the cleareft light into the Hiftory of thofe
times ; fo I muft not forget to do juftice to the
pains of one, who by an excellent tranflation and
judicious comment upon them, has made that ufe
more obvious and acceflible to all : I mean the
learned Mr. Mongault ; who not content with
retaining the remarks of other Commentators , or
out of the rubbifh of their volumes, with felecting
the beft, enters upon his tafk with the fpirit of a true
Critic , and by the force of his own genius, has
happily illuftrated many paffages , which all the in-
terpreters before him had given up as inexplicable.
But fince the obfcurity of thefe Letters is now in
great meafure removed by the labors of this Gentle-
man, and efpecially to his own Countrymen, for
whofe particular benefit, and in whofe language he
writes; onecannot help wondering, that the Jefuits,
Catrouand Rouillé, fhould not think it worth while,
by the benefit of his pains , to have made them-
felves better acquainted with them; which , as far as
I am able to judge from the little part of their Hifto-

1y , that I have bad the curiofity to look into;
Vor. L. c
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would have prevented feveral miftakes, which they
have committed , with regard both to the facts and
perfons of the Ciceronian age.

But inftead of making free with other people’s
miltakes , it would become me perhaps better to
belpeak fome favor for my own. A Hiftorian, fays
Diodorus Siculus, may eafily be pardoned for flips
of ignorance, fince all men are liable to them, and
the truth hard to be traced from paft and remote
ages : but thofe, who negle@ to inform themfelves,
and through flattery to fome, or hatred to others,
knowingly deviate from the truth , jultly deferve
to be cenfured. For my part, I am far from pretend-
ing to be exempt from errors: all that I can fay,
is, that I have committed none willfully, and ufed
all the means , which occurred to me, of defend-
ang mylelf againft them : but fince there is not a
fingle Hiftory , either ancient or modern , that I
have confulted on this occafion, in which I cannot
point out feveral , it would be arrogant in me to
imagine , that the fame inadvertency , or negligence,
or want of judgment, may not be difcovered alfo
in mine: if any man therefore will admonifh me of
them with candor, I fhall think myfelf obliged to
him, as a friend to my work, for aflilting me to
make it more perfect , and confequently more
vfeful: for my chief motive in undertaking it was,
not to ferve any particular caufe, but to do a ge-
neral good, by offering to the public the example
of a character, which of all , that I am acquainted
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with in Antiquity , is the moft accomplifhed with
every talent, that can adorn civil life ; and the beft
fraught with leflons of prudence and duty for all
Conditions of men, from the Prince to the private
Scholar.

If my pains therefore fhould have the effect,
which I propofe, of raifing a greater attention to
the name and writings of Cicero, and making them
better underftood and more familiar to our youth;
1 cannot fail of gaining my end: for the next ftep
to admiring , 1s , to imitate ; and it is not poffible
to excite an affecion for Cicero, without inftilling
an affection at the fame time for every thing that is
laudable : fince how much foever people may differ
in their opinion of his conduct, yet all have con-
ftantly agreed in their judgment of his works; that
there are none now remaining to us from the Hea,
then world , that fo beautifully difplay , and fo
forcibly recommend all thofe generous principles,
that tend to exalt and perfe& human nature, the
love of virtue , liberty , our country, and of all
mankind.

I cannot fupport this reflection by a better anthor-
ity , than that of Erafmus; who, having contradt-
ed fome prejudices againft Cicero when young,
makes a recantation of them when old, in the fol-
lowing paffage of a Letter to his friend Ulattenus ™.
-« When I was a boy, fays he, I was fonder of
Seneca, than of Cicero ; and till I was twenty years

old, could not bear to {pend any time in reading
€%
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him ; while all the other writers of Antiquity ge-
nerally pleafed me. Whether my judgment be im-
proved by age, I know not ; but am certain that
Cicero never pleafed me fo much, when I was fond
of thofe juvenile fludies , as he does now , when
I am grown old ; not only for the divine felicity
of his ftyle, but the fan&ity of his heart and morals:
i fhort he has infpired my foul, and made me feel
myfelf a better man. I make no fcruple therefore,
to exhort our youth, to fpend their hours in read-
ing and getting his books by heart ; rather than in
the vexatious fquabbles and peevith controverfies,
with which the world abounds. For my part ,
though Iam now in the decline of life, yet as foon
as I have finifhed what I have in hand , I fhall
think it no reproach to me, to feek a reconciliation
with my Cicero , and renew an old acquaintance
with him, which for many years has been unhap-
pily intermitted. ”

Before I conclude this Preface it will not be im-
proper to add a fhort abftra& , or general Idea of
the Roman government , from it’s firft inftitution
by Romulus , to the time of Cicero’s birth ; that
thofe who have not been converfant in the affairs
of Rome, may not come entire ftrangers to the
fubject of the following Hiftory.

The Confitution of Rome is very often celebrat-
éd by Cicero, and other writers, as the moft per-
fect of all governments ; being happily tempered
znd compofed of the three different forts » that are
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ufually diftinguithed from each other ; the Mo-
narchical, the Ariftocratical,and the Popular **. Their
King was eleted by the people, as the Head of the
Republic; to be their leader in war, the guardian
of the laws in peace: the Senate was his council 4
chofen alfo by the people, by whofe advice he was
obliged to govern himfelf in all his meafures: but
the fovereignty was lodged in the body of the Citi-
zens, or the general fociety ; whofe prerogative it
was , to enact laws , create [VIagiftrates , declare
war " ; and to receive appeals in all cafes both from
the King and the Senate. Some writers have denied
this right of an Appeal to the people : but Cicero
exprefsly mentions it among the Regal conftitu-
tions , as old as the foundation of the City ** ;
which he had demonftrated more at large in his
Treatife on the Republic; whence Seneca has quot-
ed a paffage in confirmation of it ; and intimates ,
that the fame right was declared likewife in the,
Pontifical books *’. Valerius Maximus gives us
an inftance of it , which is confirmed alfo by Livy,
that Horatius being condemned to die by King
Tullus , for killing his fifter , was acquitted upon
his appeal to the people ™

This was the original conftitution of Rome, even
under their Kings: for in the foundation of a flate ;.
where there was no force to compel, it was necefs
fary to invite men into it by all proper encourage-
ments ; and none could be fo effetual , as the af-

furance of liberty , and the privilege of making
C'3




xxxviil PREFACE

their own laws ”. But the Kings , by gradual en.
croachment , having ufurped the whole adminiftra.
tion to themfelves, and by the violence of their
government , being grown intolerable to = City,
trained to liberty and arms , were finally expelled by
a general infurrection of the Senate and the People,
This was the ground of that invincible fiercenefs,
and love of their country in the old Romans, by
which they conquered the world : for the fuperior-
ity of their civil rights, naturally infpired a fuperior
virtue and courage teo defend them ; and made
them of courfe the bravelt , as long as they conti-
pued the freeft, of all nations.

"By this revolution of the Government, their old.
conftitntion was not fo much changed, as reftored
to it’s primitive ftate: for though the name of King
was abolifhed, yet the power was retained : with
this only difference, that inftead of a fingle perfon
chofen for life , there were two chofen annually ,
whom they called Confuls ; invefted with all the
prerogatives and enfigns of Royalty , and prefiding
in the fame mauner in all the affairs of the Repub-
lic **: when to convince the Citizens , that nothing
was fought by the change, but to fecure their com-
mon liberty ; and to eftablifh their fovereignty again
on a more folid bafis; one of the firlt Confuls. P.
Valerius Poplicola, confirmed by a new law, their
fundamental right of an appeal to them in all cafes;
and by a fecond law, made it capital for any man
to exercife 2 Magiltracy in Rome , without their




PREFAUCE KXXKIK

fpecial appointment "*: and as a public acknowledge-
ment of their fupreme authority , the fame Conful
never appeared in any affembly of the people ,
without bowing his fafces or maces to them; which
was afterwards the conftant pra@ice of all fucceeding
Confuls **. Thus the Republic reaped all the benefit
of a Kingly Government, without the danger of it;
fince the Confuls whofe reign was but annual and
accountable, could have no opportunity of invading
it's liberty, and erecting themfelves into Tyrants.
By the expulfion of the Kings, the City was di-
vided into two great parties, the Ariftocratical and
the Popular ; or the Senate and the Plebeians ™*;
naturally jealous of each other’s power, and defirous
to extend their own : but the Nobles or Patricians,
of whom the Senate was compofed , were the moft
immediate gainers by the change , and with the
Confuls at their head, being now the firft movers
and adminiftrators of all the deliberations of the
ftate , had a great advantage over the people; and
within the compafs of fixteen years became {o info-
lent and oppreflive, as to drive the body of the
Plebeians to that feceffion into the facred Mount,
whence they would not confent to return, till they
had extorted a right of creating a new order of
Magiftrates, of their own body, called Tribunes ,
invefted with full powers to proteét them from all
injuries , and whofe perfons were to be facred and

inviolable **,

g—




=l PREF A CE

The Plebeian party had’ now got a head exactly
{uited to their purpofe; fubjedt to no control ;
whofe bufinefs it was to fight their battles with
the Nobility; to watch over the liberties of the
Citizens ; and to diftinguith themfelves in their
annual office,, by a zeal for the popular intereft,
in oppofition to the Ariltocratical : who , from
their firft number five, being increafed afterwards
to ten , never left teafing the Senate with frefh
demands, till they had laid open to the Plebeian
families , a promifcuous right to all the Magiftracies
of the Republic, and by that means a free admif-
fion into the Senate. -

Thus far they were certainly in the right, and
acted like true Patriots; and after ‘many fharp
contelts had now brought the government of
Rome to it’s perfect ftate; when it’s honors were
no longer confined to particular families, but pro-
pofed equally and indifferently to every Citizen ;
who by his virtue and fervices, either in war or
peace, could recommend himfelf to the notice and
favor of his Countrymen: while the true balance
and temperament of power between the Senate and
People , which was generally obferved in regular
times, and which the honeft wilhed to eltablifh in
all times, was that the Senate fhould be the Authors
and Advifers of all the public counfels, but the
people give them their fan&ion and legal force.

The Tribunes,, however, would not {top here;
nor were content with fecuring the rights of the
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Commons without deftroying thofe of the Senate;
and as oft as they were difappointed in their private
views, and obfiructed in the courfe of their ambi-
tion, ufed to recur always to the populace ; whom
they could eafily inflame to what degree they
thought fit by the propofal of factious laws for divi-
ding the public lands to the poorer Citizens ; or
by the free diftribution of corn ; or the abolition
of all debts; which are all contrary to the quiet,
and difcipline, and public faith of focieties. This
abufe of the Tribunician power was carried to it’s
greateft height by the two Gracchi, who left
nothing unattempted , that could mortify the Senate,
or gratify the People * ; till by their agrarian
laws, and other {editious acts, which were greedily
received by the City, they had in great meafure
overturned that equilibrium of power in the Re-+
public, on which it's peace and profperity depended.

But the violent deaths of thefe two Tribunes,
and of their principal adherents, put an end to
their fedition ; and was the firlt civil blood, that
was Ipilt in the ftreets of Rome, in any of their
public diffenfions; which till this time had always
been compofed by the methods of patience and
mutual conceffions. It mult feem ftrange to ob-
ferve,, how thefe two illuftrious Brothers, who,
of all men, were the dearelt to the Roman people,
yet upon the firft refort to arms, were feverally
deferted by the muliitude, in the very height of
their authority, and fuffered to be cruelly maffacred
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in the face of the whole City : which fhows, what
little ftrefs is to be laid on the affiltance of the
populace , when the difpute comes to blows; and
that fedition, though it may often (hake, yet will
never deftroy a free {tate, while it continues un-
armed, and unfupported by a military force. But
this vigorous conduc of the Senate, thiugh it
feemed neceffary to the prefent quiet of the City,
yet foon after proved fatal to it ; as it taught all
the ambitious, by a moft fenfible experiment, that
there was no way of fupporting an ufurped au-
thority, but by force: fo that from this time , as
we fhall find in the following ftory, all thofe who
afpired to extraordinary powers, and a2 dominion
in the Republic, feldom troubled themfelves with
what the Senate or people were voting at Rome,
but came attended by armies to enforce their
pretenfions , which were always decided by the
longeft fword.

The popularity of the Gracchi was grounded on
the real affections of the people, gained by many
extraordinary privileges, and fubRantial benefits
conferred upon them: but when force was found
necefliry to control the authority of the Senate ‘
and to fupport that intereft , which was falfly cail-
ed popular, inftead of courting the multitude by
real fervices, and beneficial laws, it was found a
much fhoiter way, to corrupt them by money;
a method wholly unknown in the times of the
Gracchi; by which the men of power had always
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a-number of mercenaries at their devotion , ready
to fill the Forum at any warning; who by clamor
and violence carried all before them in the public
affemblies, and came prepared to ratify whatever
was propofed to them ** : this Kept up the form
of a legal proceeding ; while by the terror of arms,
and a fuperior force, the Great could eafily fup-
port, and carry into execution, whatever votes
they had once procured in their favor by faction
and bribery.

After the death of the younger Gracchus, the
Senate was perpetually laboring to refcind , or to
moderate the laws ; that he had enacted to their
prejudice ; efpecially one that affected them the
moft fenfibly, by taking from them the right of
judicature ; which they had exercifed from the
foundation of Rome, and transferring it to the
Knights. Thisa&, however, was equitable ; for as
the Senators pofleffed all the Magiftracies and
Governments of the Empire , fo they were the
men whofe oppreflions were the moft feverely
felt , and moft frequently complained of; yet while
the judgment of all canfes continued in their
hands, it was their common practice , to favor and
abfolve one another in their turns, to the general
fcandal and injury both of the fubjects and allies;
of which fome late and notorious inftances had
given a plaufible pretext for Gracchus’s law. But
the Senate could not bear with patience, to be
fubjected to the tribunal of an inferior order ; which

]
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had always been jealous of their power, and was
fure to be fevere upon their crimes : fo that, after
many fruitlels ftruggles to get this law repealed,
Q. Servilius Czpio, who was Conful about twenty-
five years after, procured at laft a mitigation of
it, by adding a certain number of Senators to the
three centuries of the Knights or Equeftrian Judges:
with which the Senate was fo highly pleafed, that
they honored this Conful with the title of their
Patron **. Capio’s law was warmly recommended
by L. Craffus, the moft celebrated Orator of that
age, who in a fpeech upon it to the people,
defended the authority of the Senate with all the
force of his eloquence : in which ftate of things,
and in this very year of Czpio’s Confulfhip, Cicero
was born : and as Craflus’s oration was publifhed ,
and much admired , when he was a boy, fo e
took it, as he afterwards tells us , for the pattern
both of his eloquence, and his politics **.
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+ M. TULLIUS CICERO.
; SECT. L

e IM ARCUS TULLIUS CICERO was bora on Coff
L the third of January *, in the fix-hundred-forty- Q. Servies-
e feventh year of Rome, about a hundred and feven vs Cokrro,
in years before Chrift °. His birth , if we believe Plu- C. AriLius,

tarch, was attended by prodigies, foretelling the PERRANYS,

future eminence and luftre of his charader, which

might have paffed , hefays, foridle dreams,had not

the event foon confirmed the truth of the prediction:

but fince we have no hint of thefe prodigies from Ci-

cero himfelf, orany author of that age, we may charge

them to the credulity, or the invention of a writer,

who loves to raife the folemnity of his ftory by

the introduétion of fomething miraculous.

His mother was called Helvia; a name, men-
tioned in hiftory and old infcriptions among the
honorable families of Rome. She was rich, and

Vor. 1. B
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well defcended , and had a fifter married toa Roman
Knight of diftinguifhed merit , C. Aculeo, an
intimate friend of the Orator , L. Craffus, and
celebrated for a fingular knowledge of the Law;
in which his fons likewife, our Cicero’s coufin-ger-
mans , were afterwards very eminent LEaTe s
remarkable , that Cicero never once fpeaks of his
mother in any part of his writings; but his younger
brother Quintus has left a little ftory of her, which
feems to intimate her good management and houfe-
wifery; how fhe ufed to feal all her wine- calks,
the empty as well as the full, that when any of
them were found empty and unfealed, f(he mighe
know them to bave been emptied by [tealth; it being
the moft ufual theft among the Slaves of great fami-
lies , to fteal their mafter’s wine out of the veffels *.

As to his father’s family, nothing was delivered
of it but in extremes’: which is not to be won-
dered at, in the hiftory of a man, wholfe life was
fo expofed to envy, as Gicero’s, and who fell a
victim at laft to the power of his enemies. Some
derive his defcent from kings, others from mecha-
nics *; but the truth lay between both; for his
family , though it had never born any of the great
offices of the republic, was yet very ancient and
honorable 7; of principal diftin@ion and nobility
in that part of Italy, in which it refided; and of
Equeftrian rank *, from it’s firft admiflion to the
freedom of Rome.

Some have infinuated, that Cicero affected to fay
but little of the fplendor of his family, for the
fake of being confidered as the founder of it; and
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chofe to fupprefs the notion of his Regal extrac-
tion, for the averfion that the people of Rome had
to the name of king; with which however he
was fometimes reproached by his enemies®. But
thofe fpeculations are wholly imaginary: for as oft
as there was occafion to mention the charader and
condition of his Anceltors, he fpeaks of them always
with great frankunefs, declaring them to have been
content with their paternal fortunes, and the private
honors of their own City, without the ambition
of appearing on the public ftage of Rome. Thus
1 a fpeech to the people upon his advancement
to the Confulthip; *“I have no pretence” fays he,
“ to enlarge before you, upon the praifes of my
Anceftors ; not but that they were all fuch as
mylelf, who am defcended from their blood, and
trained by their difcipline; but becaufe they lived
without this applaufe of popular fame, and the
{plendor of thefe honors, which you confer**.” It
is on this account therefore, that we find him fo
often called a New man; not that his family was
new or ignoble, but becaufe he was the firlt of it,
who ever fought and obtained the public Magiftra-
cies of the State.

The place of his birth was Arpinum; a City
anciently of the Samnites, now part of the King-
dom of Naples; which, upon its fubmiffion to
Rome, acquired the freedom of the City, and was
inlerted into the Cornelian Tribe, 1t had the
honor alfo of producing the Great C. Marius;
which gave occafion to Pompey to fay ina public
fpeech, “ That Rome was indebted to this Corpo-

Bz
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ration for two Citizens, who had, each in his turn,
preferved it from ruin™.” It may juftly therefore
claim a place in the memory of pofterity , for
giving life to fuch worthies, who exemplified the
character which Pliny gives of true glory, *“by
doing what deferved to be written, and writing
what deferved to be read; and making the world
the happier and the better for their having lived
g

The territory of Arpinum was rude and moun-
tainous, to which Cicero applies Homer’s defcrip-
tion of Ithaca,
TonxEs EAX dyaly xsporpeQog, &C

*Tis rough indeed, yet breeds a generous race™’
The family feat was about three miles from the
Town in a fituation extremely pleafant, and well
adapted to the nature of the climate. It was fur-
rounded with groves and fhady walks leading from
the houfe to a river, called Fibrenus; which was
divided into two equal fireams, by a little Illand,
covered with trees and a portico, contrived both
for ftudy and exercife , whither Cicero ufed to
retire, when he had any particular work upon his
hands. The clearnefs and rapidity of the ftream
murmuring through a rocky channel; the fthade and
verdure of it's banks, planted with tall poplars;
the remarkable coldnels of the water ; and above
all, its falling by a cafcade into the nobler river
Liris, a little below the Ifland, gives us the idea
of a moft beautiful fcene, as Cicero himfelf has
defcribed it. When Atticus firft faw it, he was
charmed with it, and wondered that Cicero did
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not prefer it to all his other houfes; declaring a
contempt of the labored magnificence,, marble pave-
ments, artificial canals, and forced fireams of the
celebrated Villas of Italy,, compared with the natural
beauties of this place . *“The houfe,” as Cicero
fays, “was but fmall and bumble in his Grand-
father’s time, according to the ancient frugality,
like the Sabine farm of old Curius; till his father
beautified and enlarged it into a handfome and
{pacious habitation.”

But there cannot be a better proof of the de-
lightfulnefs of the place, than that it is now pof-
feffed by a Convent of Monks, and called the Villa
of St. Dominic *'. Strange revolution! to fee
Cicero’s porticoes converted to Monkifh cloifters?
the feat of the moft refined reafon, wit, and learning,
to a nurfery of fuperftition, bigotry, and enthu-
fiafm ! What a pleafure muft it give to thefe
Dominican Inquifitors, to trample on the ruins of a
man , whofe writings , by {preading the light of
reafon and liberty through the world, have been
one great inftrument of obftructing their unwea-
ried pains to enflave it.

Cicero , being the firft-born of the family,
received , as ufual, the name of his Father, and
Grandfather, Marcus. This name was properly
perfonal, equivalent to that of Baptifm with us,
and impofed with ceremonies fomewhat analogous
to it, on the ninth day, called the luftrical, or day
of purification '*; when the child was carried to
the Temple, by the friends and relations of the

B3
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family , and before the altars of the Gods, recom-
mended to the prote@ion of fome tutelar Deity.

Tullius was the name of the family; which in
old language fignified flowing [treams, or duéts of
water, and was derived therefore probably from
their ancient fituation, at the confluence of the
two rivers ',

The third name was generally added on account
of fome memorable acion, quality, or accident,
which diftinguifh the Founder, or chief perfon of
the family. Plutarch fays, “that the furname of
Cicero was owing to a wart or excrefcence on the
nofe of one of his Anceltors, in the fhape of a vetch,
which the Romans called Cicer **:” but Pliny tells
us more credibly , “thatall thofe names, which had
a reference to any {pecies of grain, as the Fabii, Len-
tuli, &c. were acquired by a reputation of being the
beft hufbandmen or improvers of that fpecies ”.”
As Tullius therefore, the family name, was derived
from the fituation of the Farm, fo Cicero the fur-
name, from the culture of it by vetches. This,
T fay, is the molt probable, becaufe Agriculture
was held the moft liberal employment in old
Rome, and thofe Tribes, which refided on their
farms in the country, the moft honorable; and this
very grain, from which Cicero drew his name,
was, in all ages of the Republic, in great requelt
with the meaner people; being one of the ufual
largefles beftowed upon them by the rich, and fold
every where in the Theatres and Streets ready
parched or boiled for prefent ufe **.

Cicero’s Grandfather was living at the time of
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his birth, and from the few hints, which are left
of him, feems to have been a man of bufinefs and
intereft in his country *'. He was at the head
of a party in Arpinum, in oppofition to a bufy
turbulent man, M. Gratidius, whofe fifter he had
married , who was pufhing forward a popular law,
to oblige the town to tranfact all their affairs by
ballot. The caufe was brought before the Conful
Scaurus; in which old Cicero’ behaved himfelf fo
well, that the Conful paid him the compliment to
wifh, ¢ that a man of his {pirit and virtue would come
and ac& with them in the great Theatre of the Re-
public, and not confine his talents to the narrow
fphere of his own Corporation **. There isa faying
likewife recorded of this old Gentleman, ¢ that the
reen of thofe times were like the Syrian flaves; the
more Greek they knew, the greater knaves they
were **:” which carries with it the notion of an old
Patriot, fevere on the importation of foreign arts,
as deftruéive of the difcipline and manners of his
country. This Grandfather had two fons; Marcus
the eider, the father of our Cicero; and Lucius, a
particuiar friend of the celebrated Orator M. An-
tonius, whom he accompanied to his government
of Cilicia **; and who left a fon of the fame
name, frequently mentioned by Cicero with great
affection, as a youth of excellent virtue and ac-
complifhments *’.

His father Marcus alfo was a wife and learned
man, whofe merit reccommended him to the fami-
liarity of the principal Magiftrates of the Republic,
efpecially Cato, L. Craffus, and L. Ceefar *°; but

B4
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being of ‘an infirm and tender confticution, he
fpent his life chiefly at Arpinum, in an elegant
retreat and the ftudy of polite letters */.

But his chief employment, from the time of
his having Sons, was to give them the beft educa-
tion, which Rome could afford, in hopes to excite
in them an ambition of breaking through the indo-
Ience of the family , and afpiring to the honors of
the ftate. They were bred up with their Coufins,
the young Aculeo’s, in a method approved, and di-
rected by L. Craffus; a man of the firft dignity , as
well as the firlt eloquence in Rome, and by thofe
very mafters, whom Craffus himfelf made 1ife of **.
"The Romans were of all people the moft carcful and
exact in -the education of their children: their
attention to it began from the moment of their
birth; when they committed them to the care of
fome prudent matron of reputable charader and
condition, whofe bufinefs it was to form their firlk
babits of adting and fpeaking; to watch their
growing paffions, and dire&t them to their pro-
per objects; to fuperintend their fports, and fuf-
fer nothing immodeft or indecent to enter into
them; that the mind preferved in it’s innocence,
nor depraved by a tafte of falfe pleafure , might
be at liberty to purfue, whatever was laudable,
and apply it’s whole firength to that profeflion in
which it defired to excel **.

le was the opinion of fome of the old Mafters,
that Children fhould not be inftru&ed ia letters, till
they were feven years old; but the beft judges advif-
ed, “that no time of culture fhould be loft, and that
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their literary inftruction fhould keep pace with their
moral; that three years only fhould be allowed to
the nurfes, and when they firlt began to fpeak, that
they fhould begin alfo to learn®". 1t was reckoned a
matter likewife of great importance, what kind of
language they were firft accuftomed to hear at home,
and in what manner not only their nurfes, but their
fathers and even mothers fpoke ; fince their firft ha-
bits were then neceffarily formed, either of a pure
or corrupt elocution; thus the two Gracchi were.
thonght to owe that elegance of fpeaking, for
which they were famous, to the inftitution of their
mother Cornelia : a woman of great politenefs,
whofe epiftles were read and admired long after
her death for the purity of their language *.

This probably was a part of that domeftic difci-
pline, in which Cicero was trained, and of which he
often {peaks; but as foon as he was capable of a
more enlarged and liberal inftitution, his father
brought him to Rome, where he had a houfe of
his own", and placed him in a public fchoel, un-
der an eminent Greek mafter, which was thought
the beft way of educating one who was defigned
to appear on the public ftage, and who, as Quin-
tilian obferves, “ought to be fo bred, as not to fear
the fight of men ; fince that can never be rightly
learnt in folitude, which is to be produced before
crowds *'.” Here he gave the firlt fpecimen of thofe
thining abilities which rendered him afterwards fo
luftrious; and his fchool-fellows carried. home
fuch ftories of his extraordinary parts and quicknefs
in learning, that their parents were often induced
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to vifit the fchool, for the fake of feeing a Youth
of fuch furprifing talents '

About this time a celebrated Rhetorician,
Plautius, firlt fet up aLatin fchool of eloquence in
Rome, and had a great refort to him’*: Young
Cicero was very delirous to be his fcholar , but
was over-ruled in it by the advice of the learned ,
who thought the Greek mafters more ufeful in
forming to the Bar, for which he was defigned.
T his method of beginning with Greek is approved
by Quintilian; becaufe the Latin would come of
itfelf, and it feemed moft natural to begin from the
fountain, whence all the Roman learning was de-
rived: yet “the rule,” hefays, “muft be practifed
with fome reftriion, nor the ufe of a foreign lan-
guage pufhed fo far to the negle@ of the natve,
as to acquire with it a foreign accent and vicious
pronunciation **,”

Cicero’s Father encouraged by the promifing
genius of his Son, fpared no colt nor pains to im-
prove it by the help of the ableft Malters, and
among the other inftruors of his early Youth,
put him under the care of the Poet Archias, who
came to Rome with a high reputation for learn-
ing and poetry,, when Cicero was about five years
old, and lived in the family of Lucullus*’: for it
was the cuftom of the great m thofe days to enter-
tain in their houfes the principal Scholars and Phi-
lofophers of Greece, with a liberty of opening a
School, and teaching, together with their own
children, any of the other young nobility and
gentry of Rome. Under this Mafter, Cicero
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applied himfelf chiefly to poetry, to which he
was naturally addicted, and made {fuch a proficien-
cy init, that while he was ftill a boy, he com-
poled and publithed a Poem, called Glaucus Pon-
tius, which was extant in Plutarch’s time '".

After finifhing the courfe of thefe puerile ftudies,
it was the cuftom to change the habit of the boy,
for that of the man, and take what they called
the manly gown, or the ordinary robe of the Citi-
zens: this wasan occafion of great joy to the young
men, who by this change paffed into a ftate of
greater liberty and enlargement from the power of
their Tutors **. They were introduced at the
fame time into the Forum, or the great fquare of the
City, where the Affemblies of the People were
held, and the Magiftrates ufed to harangue to them
from the Roftra, and where all the public pleadings
and judicial proceedings were ufually tranfacted:
this therefore was the grand School of bufinefs and
eloquence; the fcene, on which all the affairs of
the Empire were determined, and where the foun-
dation of their hopes and fortunes were to be laid :
{o that they were introduced into it with much fo-
lemnity , attended by all the friends and depend.
ents of the family, and after divine rites per-
formed in the Capitol, were committed to the
fpecial protection of fome eminent Senator, dif-
tinguifhed for his eloquence or knowledge of
the laws, to be inftructed by his advice in the
management of civil affairs, and to form them-
felves by his example for ufeful members and
Magiftrates of the Republic.
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Woriters are divided about the precife time of
changing the puerile for the manly gown: what
feems the molt probable, is, that in the old Re-
public it was never done till the end of the feven-
teenth year; but when the ancient difcipline be-
gan to relax, parents, out of indulgence to their
children, advanced this xra of joy one year ear-
lier, and gave them the gown at fixteen, which
was the cuftom in Cicero’s time. Under the
Emperors, it was granted at pleafure, and at any
age, to the great or their own relations; for
Nero received it from Claudius, when he juft enter-
ed into his fourteenth year, which, as Tacitus
fays, ““was given before the regular feafon*".”

Cicero, being thus introduced into the Forum,
was placed under the care of Q. Mucius Scevola
the Augur, the principal Lawyer as well as
Statefman of that age who had paffed through all
the offices of the Republic, witha fingular reputa-
tion of integrity , and was now extremely old:
Cicero never ftirred from his fide, but carefully
treafured up in his memory all the remarkable fay-
ings, which dropt from him, as fo many leffons of
prudence for his future condu& **; and after his
death applied himfelf to another of the {ame family,
Sczvola the High-prie, a perfon of equal cha-
racter for probity and [kill in the law; who , though
he did not profels to teach, yet freely gave his
advice to all the young ftudents, who confulted
him .

Under thefe mafters he acquired a complete
knowledge of the laws of his country ; a foun-
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dation ufeful to all who defign to enter into
public affairs; and thought to be of fuch confe-
quence at Rome, that it was the common exercife
of boys at fchool, to learn the laws of the twelve
tables by heart, as they did their Poets and Claffic
authors . Cicero particularly took fuch pains
in this ftudy, and was fo well acquainted with the
moft intricate parts of it, as to be able to fuftain
a difpute on any queftion with the greateft Law-
yers of his age **: fo that in pleading once againlt
his friend S. Sulpicius, he declared by way of
raillery , what he could have made good likewife
in’ faét, that if he provoked him, he, would
profefs himfelf a Lawyer in three days time **.”
The profeflion of the law, next to that of
arms and’ eloquence, was a fure recommendation
to the firlt honors of the Republic**, and for
that reafon was preferved as it were hereditary
in fome of the noblel families of Rome *7;
who, by giving their advice gratis to all, who
wanted it, engaged the favor and obfervance of
their fellow Citizens, and acquired great author:-
ty in all the affairs of ftate. It was the cuftom of
thele old Senators, eminent for their wildom and
experience, to walk every morning up and down
the Forum, as a fignal of their offering themfelves
freely to all, who had occafion to confult them,
not only in cafes of law, but in their private and
domeltic affairs **. But in later times they chofe
to fit at home with their doors open, in a kind
of throne or raifed feat, like the Confeflors in
foreign Churches, giving accefs and audience to
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all people. This was the cafe of the two Sczvolas,
elpecially the Augur, whofe houfe was called the
Oracle of the City **; and who, in the Marfic
war, when worn out with age and infirmities,
gave free admiffion every day to all the Citizens,
as foon as it was light, nor was ever feen by any
in his bed during that whole war *°.

But this was not the point that Cicero aimed
at, to guard the eftates only of the Citizens: his
views were much larger; and the knowledge of
the law was but one ingredient of many, in the
character which he afpired to, of an univerfal Pa.
tron , not only of the fortunes, but of the lives
and liberties of his countrymen: for that was the
proper notion of an Orator or Pleader of caufes;
whole profeflion it was, to fpeak aptly, elegantly,
and copioufly on every fubjedt which could be
offered to him, and whofe art therefore included
in it all other arts of the liberal kind, and could
not be acquired to auy perfection, without a com-
petent knowledge of whatever was great and landa-
ble in the Univerfe. This was his own idea of
what he had undertaken ** ; and his prefent bufinefs
therefore was, to lay a foundation fit to fuftain the
weight of this great charader: fo that while he
was ftudying the law under the Sczvolas, he {pent
a large fhare of his time in attending the pleadings
at the bar, and the public fpeeches of the Magif-
trates, and never paffed one day without writing
and reading fomething at home, conftantly taking
notes, and making comments on what he read.
He was fond, when very young, of an exercife,
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which had been recommended by fome of the
great Orators before him, of reading over a
number of verfes of fome efteemed FPoet, or a part
of an Oration fo carefully , as to retain the {fubftance
of them in his memory, and then deliver the fume
fentiments in different words, the moft elegant that
occurred to him. But he foon grew weary of
this, upon reflecting, that his authors had already
employed the beft words which belonged to their
fubject; fo thatif he ufed the fame, it would do
bim no good, and if different, would even hurt
him, by a habit of ufing worfe. He applied himfelf
therefore to another tafk ‘of more certain benefit,
to tranflate into Latin the felect fpeeches of the
beft Greek Orators, which gave him an opportu-
nity of obflerving and employing all the molt ele-
gant words of his own language, and of enriching
it at the fame time with new ones, borrowed or imit-
ated from the Greek ™. Nor did he yet negle his
poetical ftudies ; for he now tranflated Aratus
on the Phznomena of the heavens, into Latin
verfe, of which many fragments are [till extant;
and publifhed alfo an original Poem of the Heroic
kind , in honor of his Countryman C. Marius.
This was much admired and often read by Atti-
cus ; and old Scmvola was fo pleafed with it,
that in an Epigram, which he feems to have made
upon it, he declares, that it would live as long as
the Roman name and learning fubfifted * : there
remains ftill a little fpecimen of it defcribing a
memorable omen given to Marius from the Oak of
Arpinum , which from the fpirit and elegance of
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the defcription fhows, that his Poetical genius was
fcarce inferior to his Cratonal, if it had been cul-
tivated with the fame diligence **. He publifhed
another Poem alfo called Limon; of which Dona-
tus has preferved four lines in the Life of Te-
vence, in praife of the elegance and purity of

55

that Poet’s ftyle **. But while he was employing
himfelf in thefe juvenile exercifes for the improve-
ment of his invention, he applied himfelf with
no lefs indufiry to Philofophy, for the enlargement
of his mind and underftanding; and among his other
Maflters, was very fond at this age of Phedrus
the Epicurean: but as foon as he had gained a
little more experience and judgment of things,
he wholly deferted and conftantly difliked the
principles of that fe&®; yet always retained a par-
ticular efteem for the man, on account of his
learning, humanity and politenefs **.

The peace of Rome was now difturbed by a
domeftic war , which writers call the Italic, Social,
or Marfic : it was begun by a confederacy of the
principal Towns of Italy , to fupport their demand
of the freedom of the City: the Tribune Drufus
had made them a promife of it, but was afaffinat-
ed in the attempt of publifhing a law to confer
it: this made them defperate; and refolve to ex-
tort by force, what they could not obtain by en-
treaty . They alledged it to be unjuft, to ex-
clude them from the rights of a City, which they
fuftained by their arms; that in all it’s wars they
furnifhed twice the number of troops, which Rome
itfelf did; and had raifed it to all that height of
power,
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power, for which it now defpifed them **. This
war was carried on forabove two years, with great
fiercenels on both fides , and various fuccels: two
Roman Confuls were killed in it, and their armies
often defeated; till the Confederates, weakened
alfo by frequent loffes, and the defertion of oue
Ally after another, were forced at laft to fubmit
to the fuperior fortune of Rome . During the
hurry of the war, the bufinefs of the Forum was
intermitted; the greateft part of the Magiftrates , as
well as the Pleaders, being perfonally engaged in
it ; Hortenfins the molt flourifhing young Orator
at the bar, was a volunteer in it the firlt year, and
commanded a regiment the fecond .

Cicero likewife took the opportunity to make
a campaign, along with the Conful Ca. Pompeius
Strabo, the facher of Pompey the Great: this was
a conftant part of the education of the young
Nobility ; to learn the art of war by perfonal fer-
vice , under fome general of name and experience ;
for in an Empire raifed and fupported wholly by
arms, a reputation of martial virtue was the fhort-
eft and furelt way of rifing to it’s higheft honors ;
and the conftitution of the government was fuch,
that as their Generals could not make a figure
even in Camps, without fome infitution in the
politer arts , efpecially that of {peaking gracefully *';
fo thofe, who applied themfelves to the peaceful
fiudies, and the management of civil affairs,
were obliged to acquire a competent fhare of
milicary  (kill, for the fake of governing Pro-
vinces, and commanding armies, to which they

Vor. L C
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all fucceeded of courfe from the adminiftration of
the great Offices of the State.

In this expedition Cicero was prefent at a confe-
rence between Pompeius the Conful , and Vettius
the General of the Marfi, who had given the Ro-
mans a cruel defeat the year before, in which the
Conful Rutilivs was killed **. It was held in
fight of the two Camps, and managed with great
decency ; the Conful’s brother Sextus, being an old
acquaintance of Vettius, came from Rome on pur-
pole to affift at it; and at the firlt fight of each
other, after lamenting the unhappy circumftance
of their meeting at the head of oppofite armies, he
alked Vettius, by what title he fhould now
falute him , of friend or enemy: to which Vettius
replied , « Call me friend by inclination , enemy
by neceflity ©*.” Which fhows , that thefe old War-
riors had not lefs politenefs in their civil, than
fiercenefs in their holtile encounters.

Both Marius and Sylla ferved as Lieutenants to
the Confuls in this war, and commanded feparate
armies in different parts of ltaly ; but Marius per-
formed nothing in it anfwerable to his great name
and former glory: his advanced age had increafed
his caution, and after fo many trinmphs and
Confulfhips, he was jealous of a reverfe of for-
tune ; fo that he kept himfelf wholly on the de-
fenfive, and, like old Fabius, chofe to tire out
the enemy by declining a battle; content with
fvatching fome little advantages, that opportunity

threw into his hands, without {uffering them how-
ever to gain any againft him . Sylla on the other
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hand was ever active and enterprifing: he had
not yet obtained the Confullhip, and was fighting
for jt, as it were, 1a the fight of his Citizens ; fo
that he was conltantly urging the enemy to a
battle , and glad of every occafion to fignalize his
military talents , and eclipfe the fame of Marius;
in which be fucceeded to his wifh, gained many
confiderable victories, and took feveral of their
Cities by ftorm, particularly Stabz, a Town of
Campania, which he vtterly demolifhed **. Cicero,
who feems to have followed his camp, as the
chief fcene of the war, and the beft fchool for
a young volunteer, gives an account of one adtion,
of which he was eye-witnefs, executed with
great vigor and fuccefs; that as Sylla was facrifi-
cing before his tent in the fields of Nola, a fnake
happened to creep out from the bottom of the altar,
upon which Pofthumius the Harufpex, who at-
tended the facrifice, proclaiming it to be afortunate
omen , called out upon bim to lead his army im-
mediately againft the enemy: Sylla took the
benefit of the admonition, and drawing out his
troops without delay, atcacked and took the
ftrong camp of the Samnites under the walls of
Nola . This action was thought fo glorious,
that Sylla got the ftory of it painted afterwards in
one of the raoms of his Tufculan Villa . Thys
Cicero was not lefs diligent in the army , than he
was 1n the Forum, to obferve every thing that
pafled; and contrived always to be near the per-
fon of the General, that no adion of moment
might efcape his notice.
C 3




20 THE CL'IFE: OF

Upon the breaking out of this war, the Ro-
mauns gave the freedom of the City to all the
Towns which continued firm to them; and at the
end of it after the deftruéion of three hundred
thoufand lives, thought fit for the fake of their
future quiet to grant it to all thereft : but this ftep,
which they confidered as the foundation of a per-
petual peace was, as an ingenious writer has ob-
ferved, one of the caufes, that haftened their
ruin: for the enormous bulk, to which the City
was {welled by it, gave birth to many new dif-
orders, that gradually corrupted and at laft de-
{troyed it; and the difcipline of the laws, calcu-
lated for a people , whom the fame walls would
contain , was too weak to keep in order the wvaft
body of Italy ; fo that from this time chiefly, all
affairs were decided by faction and violence, and
the influence of the great; who could bring whole
Towns into the Forum from the remote parts of
Italy; or pour in a number of flaves and foreign-
ers under the form of Citizens; for when the
names and perfons of real Citizens could no longer
be diftinguifhed, it was not poffible to know,
whether any ac had palled regularly , by the ge-
nunine fuffrage of the people **,

The Ttalic war was no fooner ended than ano-
ther broke out, which, though at a great dif-
tance from Rome, was one of the moft difficult
and defperate, in which itever was engaged; againft
Mithridates King of Pontus ; a martial and power-
ful Prince , of a reftlels fpirit and ambition, with
~a capacity equal to thej greateft defigns: who




My TE - €1CER-O. oy

difdaining to fee all his hopes blalted by the over-
bearing power of Rome , and confined to the nar-
row boundary of his hereditary dominion, broke
through his barrier at once, and over-ran the leffer
Afia like a Torrent, and 1n one day caufed eighty
thouland Roman Citizens to be maflacred in cold
blood . His forces were an{werable to the
valtnefs of his attempt, and the inexpiable war,
that he had now declared againft the Republic:
he had a fleet of above four hundred fhips; with
an army of two hundred and fifty thoufand foot,
and fifty thoufand horfe; all completely armed,
and provided with military ftores, fit for the ufe
of fo great a body ".

Sylla, who had now obtained the Confulfhip,
as the reward of his late fervices, had the Pro-
vince of Afia allotted to him, with the command
of the war againft Mithridates **: but old Ma-
rins envious of his growing fame, and defirous to
engrofs every commiffion, which offered either
power or wealth, engaged Sulpicius, an eloquent
and popular Tribune, to get that allotment re-
verfed , and the command transferred from Sylla to
himfelf by the fuffrage of the people. This raifed
great tumults in the City between the oppofite
parties, in which the Son of Q, Pompeius the
Conful, and the Son -1in - law of Sylla was killed :
Sylla happened to be abfent, quelling the remains
of the late commotions near Nola; but upon the
news of thefe diforders, he haftened with his legi-
ons to Rome, and having entered it after fome
refiftance, drove Marius and his accomplices to

C3
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the neceflity of faving themfelves by a precipitate
Hlight. This was the beginning of the firft civil
war, properly fo called, which Rome had ever
feen ; and what gave both the occafion, and the
example to all the reft that followed: the Tribune
Sulpicius was taken and flain; and Marius fo
warmly purfued, that he was forced to plunge
himfelf into the marfhes of Minturnum, up to
the chin in water; in which condition he lay concea-
led for fome time , till being difcovered and dragged
out, he was preferved by the compaffion of the inha-
bitants, who , after refrefhing him from the cold and
hunger, which he had fuffered in his flight, fur-
nifhed him with a veffel and all neceffaries to tranf-
port himfelf into Africa ”*.

Sylla in the mean while having quieted the
City , and profcribed twelve of his chief adverfa-
ties, fet forward upon his expedition againft Vii-
thridates : but he was no fooner gone, than the civil
broils broke out afrefh between the new Confuls,
Cinna and O&avius ; which Cicero calls the Octa-
vian war "’.  For Cinna, attempting to reverfe
all that Sylla bad eftablihed, was driven out of
the City by his Colleague, with fix of the Tribunes,
and depofed from the Confulfhip: upon this he
gathered an army, and recalled Marius, who,
having joined his forces with him, entered Rome
in a hoftile manner, and with the moft horcible
cruelty, put all Sylla’s friends to the {word, with-
out regard to age, dignity, or former fervices.
Among the reft fell the Conful Cn. O&avins; the
two Brothers L. Czfar and C. Cxfar; P, Craffus,
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and the Orator, M. Antonius; whofe head, as
Cicero fays, was fixed upon that Roftra, where
he had fo ftrenuoufly defended the Republic when
Conful, and preferved the heads of fo many Citi-
zens ; lamenting, as it were ominoufly , the mifery
of that fate , which happened afterwards to himfelf,
from the Grandfon of this very Antonius. Q. Catulus
alfo, though he had been Marius's Colleague in
the Confulfhip and his victory over the Cimbri ,
was treated with the fame cruelty: for when his
friends were interceding for his life, Marius made
them no other anfwer, but, “he muft die; he
muft die”; fo that he was obliged to kill himfelf ™.
Cicero faw this memorable entry of his Coun-
tryman Marius, who, in that advanced age, was
fo far from being broken, he fays, by his late
calamity, that he feemed to be more alert and
vigorous thanever ; when he heard him recounting
to the people, in excufe for the cruelty of his
return, the many miferies which he had lately
fuffered ; when he was driven from that country,
which he had faved from deftruétion; when all
his eftate was feized and plundered by his enemies;
when he faw his Young Son alfo the partner of
his diftrefs; when he was almoft drowned in the
Marfhes, and owed his life to the mercy of the
Minturnenfians; when he was forced to fly into
Africa in a {mall bark, and become a fuppliant to,
thofe to whom he had given kingdoms; but that
fince he had recovered his dignity, and allthe reft,
that he had loft, it fhould be his care not to forfeit

that virtue and courage, which he had neverloft ™’
C 3
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Marius and Cinna having thus got the Republic
into their hands, declared themfelves Confuls :
but Marius died unexpectedly, as foon almoft as
he was inaugurated into his new dignity, on the
13th of January , in the 7oth year of his age ; and
according to the moft probable account , of a pleu-
ritic fever ¢,

His birth was obfcure, though fome call it
Equeftrian; and his education wholly in Camps;
where he learnt the firft rudiments of war , under
the greatet mafter of that age, the younger Scipio,
who deftroyed Carthage ; tll by long fervice, dif-
tinguifhed valor, and a peculiar hardinefs and pa-
tience of difcipline, he advanced himfelf gradually
through all the fieps of military honor, with the
reputation of a brave and complete Soldier. The
obfcurity of his extration , which deprefled him
with the nobility, made him the greater favorite
of the people ; who, on all occafions of danger,
thought him the only man fit to be trufted with
their lives and fortunes; or to have the command
of a difficult and defperate war; and in truth,
he twice delivered them from the moft defperate ,
with which they had ever been threatened by a
foreign enemy. Scipio, from the obfervation of
his martial talents, while he had yet but an infe-
rior command in the army , gave a kind of pro.
phetic teftimony of his future glory :  for being
alked by fome of his Officers , who were fupping
with him at Numantia, what General the Repu-
blic would have, in cafe of any accident to him-
felf; that man, replied he, pointing to Marius,
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at the bottom of the table. In the field he was
cautious and provident;and while he was watching
the moft favorable opportunities of action , affected
to take all his meafures from Augursand Diviners;
nor ever gave battle, till by pretended omens
and divine admonitions, he had infpired his foldiers
with a confidence of victory: fo that his enemies
dreaded him, asfomething more than mortal ; and
both friends and foes believed him to act always
by a peculiar impulfe and direcion from the Gods.
His merit however was wholly military, void of
every accomplifhment of learning, which he openly
affected to defpife; fo that Arpinum had the fin-
gular felicity to produce, the moft glorious con-
temner, as well as the moft illuftrious improver of
the arts and eloquence of Rome. He made no
figure therefore in the gown, nor had any other way
of fuftaining his authority in the City, than by
cherifhing the natural jealoufy between the Senate
and the people; that by his declared enmity to the
one he might always be at the head of the other;
whofe favor he managed, not with any view to
the public good, for he had nothing in him of
the Statefman, or the Patriot, but to the ad-
vancement of his private intereft and glory. In
fhort, he was crafty, cruel, covetous, perfidious;
of a temper and talents greatly ferviceable abroad,
but turbulent and dangerous at home: an impla-
cable enemy to the Nobles, ever feeking occafions
to mortify them, and ready to facrifice the Repub-
lic , which he had faved, to his ambition and re-
venge. After a life fpent in the perpetval toils
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of foreign or domeftic wars, he died at laft in
his bed, in a good old age, and in his feventh
Confulfhip; an honor that no Roman before him
ever attained ; which is urged by Cotta the Aca-
demic, as one argument among(t others, againft
the exiftence of a Providence 7.

The tranfactions of the Forum were greatly
interrupted by thefe civil diffenfions; in which
fome of the beft Orators were killed, others ba-
nifhed: Cicero however attended the harangues
of the Magiftrates, who poffeffed the Roftrain their
turns ; and being now about the age of twenty-
one , drew up probably thofe Rhetorical pieces,
which were publifhed by him, as he tells us, when
very young , and are fuppofed to be the fame, that
ftill remain, on the fubje@ of Invention: but he
condemned , and retracted them afterwards in his
advanced age, as unworthy of his maturer judg-
ment, and the work only of a boy , attempting to
digeltinto order the precepts, which he had brought
away from School”*. 1n the mean while, Philo,
a Philofopher of the firk name in the academy,
with many of the principal A thenians , fied to Rome
from the fury of Mithridates, who had made
himfelf Mafter of Athens, and all the neighbour-
ing parts of Greece; Cicero immediately became
his fcholar, and was exceedingly taken with his
Philofopby ; and by the help of fuch a Profeffor
gave himfelf up to that fludy with the greater in-
clination , as there was caufe to apprehend, that
the Jaws and judicial proceedings, which he had
defigned for the ground of his fame and fortunes,
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would be wholly overturned by the continuance
of the public diforders ™.

But Cinna’s party having quelled all oppofition
at home, while Sylla was engaged abroad in the
Mithridatic war, there was a ceffation of arms
within the City for about three years, fo that the
courfe of public bufinefs began to flow again in
it’s ufual channel; and Molo the Rhodian, one
of the principal Orators of that age, and the moft
celebrated teacher of eloquence, happening to come
to Rome at the fame time, Cicero prefently took
the benefit of his le¢tures, and refumed his Ora.
torical fludies with his former ardor **. But the
greateft fpur to his induftry was the fame and
{plendor of Hortenfius, who made the firlt figure
at the bar, and whofe praifes fired him with fuch
an ambition of acquiring the fame glory, that he
fcarce allowed himfelf any reft from his ftudies
either day or night: He had in the Houfe with
him Diodotus the Stoic, as his preceptor in various
parts of learning, but more particularly in Logic;
which Zeno, as he tells us, ufed to call a clofe
and contraced eloquence; as he called eloquence
an enlarged and dilated Logic; comparing the
one to the filt, or hand doubled ; the other, to the
palm opened *. Yet with all his attention to
Logic, he never fuffered a day to pals, withont
fome exercife in Oratory ; chiefly that of declaiming,
which he generally performed with his fellow
ftudents, M. Pifo and Q. Pompeius, two young
Noblemen, a little older than himfelf, with whom
he had contradted an intimate friendfhip. ‘They
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declaimed fometimes in Latin, but much oftener in
Greek; becaufe the Greek furnifhed agreater variety
of elegant expreflions, and an opportunity of imitat-
ing and introducing them into the Latin; and
becaufe the Greek mafters, who were far the beft,
could not correct and improve them, unlefs they
declaimed in that language *.

In this interval Sylla was performing great ex-
ploits againft Mithridates, whom he had driven
out of Greece and Afia, and confined once more
to his own territory; yet at Rome, where Cinna
was mafter, he was declared a public enemy, and
his eftate confifcated : this infult upon his honor
and fortunes made him very defirous to be at
home again, in order to take his revenge upon
his adverfaries: fo that after all his fuccefs in the
war, he was glad to put an end to it by an ho-
norable peace; the chicf article of which was ,
that Mithridates fhould defray the whole expenfe
of it, and content himfelf for the future with bis
hereditary kingdom. On his returd he brought
away with bim from Athens the famous library of
Apellicon the Teian, in which were the works
of Ariftotle and Theophraftus , that were hardly
known before in Italy , or to be found indeed entire
any where elfe®’. He wrote a Letter at the fame
time to the Senate , fetting forth his great fervices,
and the ingratitude with which he had been treated;
and acquainting them , that he was coming to do
juftice to the Republic,and to himfelf, upon the au-
thors of thofe violences : this raifed great terrors in
the City; which having lately felt the horrible
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effects of Marius's entry, expected to fee the fame
tragedy acted over again by Sylla.

But while his enemies were bufy in gathering
forces to oppofe him, Cinna, the chief of them,
was killed in a mutiny of his own foldiers: upon
this Sylla haftened his march, to take the benefit
of that difturbance, and landed at Brundifium
with about thirty thoufand men: hither many of
the Nobility prefently reforted to him, and among
them young Pompey , about twenty three yearsold ;
who without any public character or commiffion,
brought along with him three legions, which he
had raifed by his own credit out of the Veterans,
who had ferved under his Father: he was kindly
received by Sylla, to whom he did great fervice
in the progrefs of the war, and was ever after
much favored and employed by him **.

Sylla now carried all before him: he defeated
one of the Confuls, Norbanus, and by the pretence
of a treaty with the other Conful, Scipio, found
means to corrupt his army, and draw it over to
himfelf ¥* : he gave Scipio however his life, who
went into a voluntary exile at Marleilles*’. The
new Confuls chofen in the mean time at Rome,
were Cn. Papirius Carbo and young Marius; the
firlt of whom , after feveral defeats, was driven
out of Italy, and the fecond befieged in Prznefte;
where being reduced to extremity, and defpairing
of relief, he wrote to Damalippus, then Prztor of
the City, to call a meeting of the Senators, as if
upon bufinefs of importance, and put the principal
of them to the fwvord: in this maffacre many of
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the Nobles perifhed, and old Sczvola, the High
Prieft , the pattern of ancient temperance and
prudence , as Cicero calls him, was flain before
the alcar of Vefta *: after which facrifice of noble
blood to the manes of his Father, young [Marius
put an end to his own life.

Pompey at the fame time purfued Carbo into
Sicily, and having taken him at Lilybeum fent
his head to Sylla, though he begged his life in
an abjed manner at his feet : this drew fome
reproach upon Pompey, for killing 2 man, to
whom he had been highly obliged on an occa-
fion , where his father’s honor and his own
fortunes were  attacked. But this is the conftant
effect of factions in States, to make men prefer the
interelis of a party , to all the confiderations,
either of private or public duty; and it is not
ftrange , that Pompey , youvg and ambitious,
fhould pay more regard to the power of Sylla,
than to a fcruple of honor or gratitude **. Cicero
however fays of this Carbo , that there never
was “a worle Citizen, or more wicked man* :”
which will go a great way towards excufing
Pompey’s act.

Sylla having fubdued all, who were in arms
againft him, was now at leifure to take his fuli
revenge on their friends and adherents ; in which,
by the deteftable method of a Profcription , of
which he was the firft author and inventor , he
exercifed a more infamous cruelty, than had ever
been practifed in cold blood in that, or perhaps
in any other Gity *°, The profeription was not
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confined to Rome, but carried through all the
towns of Italy; where befides the crime of party,
which was pardoned to none, it was fatal to
be poffefled of money, lands, or a pleafant feat;
all manuer of licence being indulged to an infolent
army , of carving for themfelves what fortunes
they pleafed”".

In this general deftruction of the Marian faction,
J. Cxfar, then about feventeen years old, had
much difficulty to efcape with life: he was nearly
allied to old Marius , and had married Cinna’s
daughter; whom he could not be induced to put
away, by all the threats of Sylla; who confidering
him for that reafon as irreconcileable to his interelts,
deprived him of his wife’s fortune and the Prieft-
hood, which he had obtained. Cefar therefore,
apprehending ftill fomewhat worfe , thought it
prudent to retire and conceal bimfelf in the coun-
try, where being difcovered accidentally by Sylla’s
foldiers, he was forced to redeem his head by a
very large fum: but the interceflion of the Vefal
Virgins, and the authority of his powerful rela.
tions, extorted a grant of his life very unwillingly
from Sylla; who bad them take notice, that he,
for whofe fafety they were fo folicitous, would
one day be ‘the ruin of that Ariftocracy , - which
he was then eftablithing with fo much pains, for
that he faw many Marivs in one Cefar**. The
event confirmed Sylla’s prediction ; for by the
experience of thefe times, young Cefar was
infiruéted both how to form , and to execute
that fcheme , which was the grand purpofe of
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his whole life, of oppreffing the liberty of his
Country.

As foon as the profcriptions were over, and
the fcene grown a little calm, L. Flaccus, being
chofen Interrex , deciared Sylla Dictator for
fettling the ftate of the Republic without any
limitation of time, and ratified whatever he had
done, or fhould do, by a fpecial law, that
empowered him to put any Citizen to death with-
out hearing or trial *’. This office of Diator,
which in early times had oft been of fingular
fervice to the Republic in cafes of difficulty and
diftrefs, was now grown odious and fufpected,
in the prefent ftate of it’s wealth and power, as
dangerous to the public liberty, and for that
reafon had been wholly difufed and laid afide
for one hundred and twenty years palt®*: fo
that Flaccus’s Law was the pure effect of force
and terror; and though pretended to be made by
the people, was utterly detefted by them. Sylla
however , being invefled by it with abfolute
authority, made many ufeful regulations for the
better order of the Government ; and by the
plenitude of his power changed in great meafure
the whole conftitution of it, from a Democra-
tical to an Ariftocratical form, by advancing the
prerogative of the Senate, and deprefling that of
the people. He took from the Equefirian Order
the judgment of all caufes, which they had enjoyed
from the time of the Gracchi, and reftored it to
the Senate ; dcprived the people of the right’
of chufing the Priefts, and replaced it in the

Colleges
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Colleges of Priefts, but above all, he abridged
the immoderate Power of the Tribunes, which
had been the chief fource of all their civil diffen-
fions; for he made them incapable of any other
Magiftracy after the Tribunate ; reftrained the
liberty of appealing to them; took from them
their capital privilege, of propofing laws to the
people; and left them nothing but their negative ;
or, as Cicero fays, “the power only of helping,
not of hurting any one **”. But that he might
not be fufpected of aiming at perpetual Tyranny,
and a total fubverfion of the Republic, he {uffered
the Confuls to be chofen in the regular manner,
and to govern, as ufual, in all the ordinary affairs
of the City: whilft he employed himfelf particu-
larly in reforming the diforders of the State, by
putting his new laws in execution; and in diftri-
buting the confifcated lands of the adverfe party
among his Legions: fo that the Republic {eemed
to be once more fettled on a legal bafis, and the
laws and judicial proceedings began to flourifh
in the Forum. About the fame time Molo the
Rhodian came again to Rome, to folicit the
payment of what was due to his Country, for
their fervices in the Mithridatic war; which gave
Cicero an opportunity of putting himfelf a fecond
time under his direction, and perfe@ing his Oratori-
cal talentsby his farther infiru&ions of fo renowned
a Mafter **: whofe abilities and characer were {o
highly reverenced ; that he was the firft of all

‘Foreigners, who was ever allowed to fpeak to

the Senate in Greek without an interpreter 7,

Vor. L D
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Which fhows in what vogue the Greek learning,
and efpecially eloquence, flourifhed at this time
in Rome.

Cicero had now run through all that courfe of
difcipline, which he lays down as neceffary to form
the complete Orator: for, in his treatife on that
fubje®, he gives us his own fentiments in the
perfon of Craffus, on the inftitution requifite to
that character; declaring, « that no man ought to
pretend to it, without being previoufly acquainted
with every thing worth knowing in art or nature;
that this is implied in the very name of an Orator;
whofe profeflion it is to {peak vpon every fubject
swhich can be propofed to him ; and whofle
eloquence, without the knowledge of what he
{peaks, would be the prattle only and impertis
nence of children’’.” He had learnt the rudiments
of Grammar and languages from the ableft tedchers;
gone through the ftudies of humanity and the
politer letters with the poet Archias ; been in-
firucted in Philofophy by the principal Profeffors
of cach Teét; Phwmdrus the Epicurean, Fhilo
the Academic, Diodotus the Stoic; acquired a
perfec knowledge of the law, from the greateft
lawyers , as well as the greateft Statefmen of
Rome, the two Scxvolas; all which accomplifh-
ments were but minifterial and fubfervient to that
on which his hopes and ambition were fingly

laced , ‘the reputation of an Orator: to qualify
himfelf therefore particularly for this, he attended
the pleadings of all the fpeakers of his time; heard
the daily leures of the moft eminent Orators of
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g Greece, and was perpetuially compofling fomewhat
i at home, and declaiming under their corre&ion:
and that he might negle& nothing, which could
help in any degree to improveand polifh his ftyle,
he fpent the intervals of his leifure in the company
of the Ladies; efpecially of thofe who were re-
markable for a politenefs of language, and whole
Fathers had been diftinguithed by a fame and
reputation of their eloquence. While he ftudied
the law therefore under Sczvola the Augur, he
frequently converfed with his wife Lzlia, © whole
difcourfe, ” he fays, “was tinétured with all the
elegance of her Father Lzxlius,” the politelt fpeaker
of his age *”: ‘he was acquainted likewife with
.t her daughter Mucia, who married the great Orator -

; L. Craffus; “and with ‘hér Granddaughters, the
two Liciniz; one of them, the'wife of L. Scipio;
the other of young Marius; who all excelled
in that delicacy of the Latin tongue, which was
. peculiar to their families, and valued themfelves
on preferving ‘and propagating it to their pofte-
Tity.

Thus adorned and accomplifhed , he offered
himfelf to the bar about the age of twenty - {ix;
not as others generally did, raw and ignorant of
their bufinefs, and wanting to be formed to it by
ufe and experience **°, but finithed, and qualified
at once to fuftain any caufe, which fhould be
committed to him. It has been controverted both
by the ancients and moderns, what was the firlt
caufe in which he was engaged; fome give it for
that of P. Quinéiius; others for 8. Rofcius: but

e
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neither of them are in the right; for in his Oration
for Quin&ius he expreflsly declares, that he had
pleaded “ other caufes before it;” and in that for
Rofcius, fays only, thatit was ¢ the firft public
or criminal caufe,” in which he was concerned:
and it is reafonable to imagine, that he had tried
his firength, and acquired fome credit in private
caufes, before he would venture upon a public
one of that importance; agreeably to the advice,
which Quintilian gives to his young pleaders ™,
whofe rules are generally drawn from the practice
and example of Cicero.

. The caufe of P. Quin&ius, was to defend him
from an action of bankruptcy brought againft
him by a creditor, who, on pretence of his
haviog forfeited his recognizance, and withdrawn
himfelf from jultice, had obtained a decree to
feize his eftate, and expofe it to fale. The
creditor was one of the public Criers, who
attended the Magiftrates, and by his intereft
among them , was likely to opprefs Quinctius,
and had already gained an advantage againft him
by the authority of Hortenfius , who was his
Advocate. Cicero entered into the caufe, at the
carnclt defire of the famed Comedian, Rofcius,
whofe fifter was Quinctius’s wife'**: he endeavoured
at firlt to excunfe himfelf ; alledging, * that he
fhould not be able to {fpeak a word againlt
Hortenfius, any more than the other Players could
aét with any {pinit before Rofcius; ” but Rofcius
would take no excule , having formed fuch a
judgment of him, as to think no man fo capable
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of fupporting a defperate caufe, againft a crafty
and powerful adverfary.

After he had given a {pecimen of himfelf to the
City, in this, and feveral other private caufes, he
undertook the celebrated defence of S. Rofcius,
of Ameria, in his 27th year; the fame age, as
the learned have obferved, in which Demofthenes
firk began to diftinguifh himfelf in Athens ; as
if in thefe genios of the firlt magnitude that was
the proper feafon of blooming towards maturity.
The cale of Rofcius was this :  his father was
killed in the late profcription of Sylla; and his
eftate, worth about 6o,c00 L fterling, was fold
among the confifcated eftates of the profcribed,
for a trifling fum to L. Cornelius Chryfogonus,
a young favorite flave, whom Sylla had made
free; who, to fecure his pofleflion of it, accufed
the fon of the murder of his father, and had
provided evidence to convi&t him;” fo that the
young man was like to be deprived, not only of
his fortunes, but by a more villainous cruelty, of
his honer alfo and his life. All the old Advocates
refufed to defend him, fearing the power of the
Profecutor, and the refentment of Sylla™’; fince
Rofcius’s defence would neceffarily lead them into
many complaints on the times, and the oppreffions
of the great: but Cicero readily undertook it, as
a glorious opportunity of inliting himfelf into
the fervice of his country, and giving a public
teftimony of his principles and zeal for that
liberty, to which he had devoted the Iabors of
his life. Rofcius was acquitted, to the great honor

D 3
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of Cicero, whofe courage and addrefs in defending
him was applauded by the whole city; fo that
from this moment he was looked upon as an
advocate of the firft clafs, and cqual to the greateft
caufes '°*, '
Having occafion, in the courfe of his pleading,
to mention that remarkable punifhment, which
their anceftors had contrived for the murder of
a parent, of fowing the criminal alive into a fack, \
and throwing him into a river, he fays, © that
the meaning of it was, to ftrike him at once as ‘
it were out of the fyltem of nature, by taking
from him the air, the fun, the water, and the |
earth; that he who had deftroyed the author of
his being, fhould lofe the benefit of thofe elements,
whence all things derive their being. They would
not throw him to the beafts, left the contagion
of fuch wickednefs fhould make the beafts them-
felves more furious: they would not commit him
pvaked to the fiream, left he fhould pollute the
very fea, which was the purifier of all other pollu- |
tions: they left him no fhare of any thing natural, |
how vile or common foever: for what is {o com-
mon, as breath to the living , earth to the dead ,
the fea to thofe who float, the fhore to thofe
who are calt vp ? Yet thefe wretches live fo, as
long as they can, as not to draw breath from the
air; die fo, as not to touch the ground; are fo
toffcd by the waves, as not to be walhed by
them; fo calt out upon the fhore, as to find no
relt even on the rocks ™% This paflage was
received with acclamations of applaufe; yet fpeak-
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ing of it afterwards himfelf, he calls it < the redun-
dancy of a juvenile fancy, which wanted the
correction of his founder judgment; and, like
all the compofitions of young men , —was not
applauded fo much for it's own fake, as for the
hopes which it gave of his more improved and
ripened talents ***.”

The popularity of his caufe, and the favor of
the audience, gave him fuch fpirits, that he
expofed the infolence and villany of the favorite
Chrylogonus with great gaiety ; and ventured
even to mingle feveral bold firokes at Sylla him-
felf ; which he took care however to palliate, by
obferving, “that through the multiplicity of Sylla’s
affairs, who reigoed as abfolute on earth, as Jupiter
did in heaven, it was not poflible for him to
know , and neceflary even to connive at many
things , which his favorites did againft his will 7.
He would not complain, ” he fays, « in times
like thofe , that an innocent man’s cltate was
expofed to public fale; for were it allowed to
him to fpeak freely on that head, Rolcius was not
a perfon of fuch confequence, that he fhould make
a particular complaint on his account; but he muft
infit upon it, that by the law of the Profcription
itfelf, whether it was Flaccus’s the Interrex, or
Sylla’s the Dictator, for he knew not which to
call it, Rolcius’s eftate was not forfeited, nor liable
to be fold **.” In the conclufion, he puts the
Judges in mind, ¢ that nothing was fo much
aimed at by the Profecutors in this trial, as, by
the condemnation of Rolcius, to gain a precedent

D4
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for deftroying the children of the profcribed: he
conjures them therefore by all the Gods, not to
be the authors of reviving a fecond profcription,
more barbarous and cruel than.the firft: that the
Senate refufed to bear any part in the firlt: left
it fhould be thought to be authorized by the
public council; — that it was their bufinefs by
this fentence to put a flop to that fpirit of cruelty,
which then poffeffed the City, fo pernicious to
the Republic, and fo contrary to the temper and
chara&er of their anceftors —. ”

As by this defence he acquired a great reputa-
tion in his youth, fo he reflects upon it with
pleafure in old age, and recommends it to his
fon, as the furelt way to true glory and authority
in his country; to “defend the innocent in diftrefs,
efpecially when they happen to be oppreffed by
the power of the Great, as I have often done,”
fays he, “in other caufes, but particularly in that
of Rofcius, againft Sylla himfelf in the height of
bis power . ” A noble leffon to all advancers, to
apply their talents to the protetion of innocence
and injured virtue ; and to make juftice, not
profit, the rule and end of their labors.

Plutarch fays, « that prefently after this trial
Cicero took occafion to travel abroad, on pretence
of his health, but in reality to avoid the effects
of Sylla’s difpleafure:” but there feems to be no
ground for this notion: for Sylla’s revenge was
now fatiated, and his mind wholly bent on refior-
ing the public tranquillity ; and it is evident, that
Cicero continued a year after this in Rome




M. T. CECERO. 4%

% without any apprehenfion of danger, engaged,
. as before, in the fame tafk of pleading cavfes *;
and in one efpecially , more obnoxious to Sylla’s
refentment, even than that of Rofcius: for in the
cafe “of a woman of Arretium, he defended the
right of certain Towns of Italy to the freedom
of Rome, though Sylla himfelf had deprived
them of it by an exprefs law ; maintaining it to be
one of thofe natural rights, which no law or
power on earth could take from them:” in which
alfo he carried his point, in oppofition to Cotta,
an Orator of the firlt charader and abilities, who
pleaded againft him "*

But we have a clear account from himfelf of

ty. the real motive of his journey: “my body,” fays
5, he, “at this time was exceedingly weak and
by emaciated ; my neck long and {mall; which is a
e, habit thought liable to great rilk of life, if engaged
tha in any fatigue or labor of the lungs; and it gave

the greater alarm to thofe who had a regard for
me, that I ufed to fpeak without any remiffion
or variation, with the utmoft ftretch of my voice,
and great agitation of my body; when my friends
therefore and Phyficians advifed me to meddle no
more with caufes, I refolved to run any hazard,
rather than quit the hopes of glory, which 1
propofed to myfelf from pleading: but when I
confidered, that by managing my voice, and
changing my way of fpeaking , I might both
" avoid all danger, and fpeak with more eale, I
took a refolution of travelling into Afia, merely
” for an opportunity of correcting my manner of
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fpeaking: fo that after I had been two years at
the bar, and acquired a reputation in the Forum,
I lefc Rome, & ' ”

He was twenty-eight years old, when he fet
forward upon his travels to Greece and Afia; the
fafhionable tour of all thofe; who travelled either
for curiofity or improvement; his firlt vifit was
to Athens, the capital feat of arts and fciences;
where fome writers tell us, that he {pent three
years''*, though in truth it was but fix months:
he took up his quarters with Antiochus, the
principal Philofopher of the old academy ; and
under this excellent mafter renewed, he fays,
thofe ftudies which he had been fond of from
his earlieft youth. Here he met with his fchool-
fellow, T. Pomponius, who from his love to
Athens, and his fpending a great part of his
days in it, obtained the furname of Atticus ™,
and here they revived and confirmed that memor-
able friendfhip, which fubfifted between them
through life, with fo celebrated a conftancy and
affection. Atticus, being an Fpicurean, was often
drawing Cicero from his hoft Antiochus to the
converfation of Phxdrus and old Zeno, the chief
Profeffors of that fect, in hopes of making him a
convert; on which fubje@ they ufed to bave many
difputes between themfelves: but Cicero’s view
in thefe vifits was but to convince himfelf more
effectual'ly of the weaknefs of that dodrine, by
obferving how eafily it might be confuted, when
explained even by the ableft teachers ***. Yet he
did not give himfelf up fo entirely to Philofophy,
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as to negle@ his rhetorical exercifes, which he
performed flill every day ‘very diligently with
Demetrius the Syrian, an experienced malfter of
the art of fpeaking ™"’

It was in this firlt journey to Athens, that he
was initiated moft probably into the Elenfinian
myfteries: for though we have no account of the
time , yet we cannot fix it better than in a
voyage undertaken both for the improvement of
his mind and body. The reverence with which
he always fpeaks of thefe myfterics, and the hints
that he has dropt of their end and ufe, feem to
confirm what a very learned and ingenions writer
has delivered of them, that they were contrived
to inculcate “the unity of God, and the immor-
tality of the Soul *’.” As for the firft, after
obferving to Atticus, who was one alfo of the
initiated, how “the Gods of the popular religions
were all but deceafed mortals, advanced from
earth to heaven,” he bids him © remember the
doctrines of the myfteries, in order to recollect
the univerfality of that truth: ™ and as to the
fecond, he declares “his initiation to be in fact,
what the name itfelf implied, a real beginning of
life to him; as it taught the way , not only of
living with greater pleafure, but of dying alfo
with a better hope'**.”

From Athens he paffed into Afia, where he
gathered about him all the principal Orators of
the country, who kept him company through
the ret of his voyage; and with whom he
conftantly exercifed himfelf in every place, where
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he made any ftay. “The chi¢f of them,” fays
he, “was [Menippus of Stratonica, the moft
eloquent of all the Afiatics; and if to’be neither
tedious, nor impertinent, be the characteriftic of
an Attic Orator , he may juftly be ranked in that
clafs: Dionyfius alfo of Magnefia, Hfchylus of
Chnidos, and Xenocles of Adramyttus were conti-
nually with me, who were reckoned the firlt
Rhetoricians of Afia: nor yet content with thefe,
I went to Rhodes, and applied myfelf again to
Molo, whom I had heard before at Rome; who
was both an experienced Pleader, and a fine
writer, aond particularly expert in obferving the
faults of his fcholars, as well as in his method of
teaching and improving them: his greateft trouble
with me was to reftrain the exuberance of a
juvenile imagination, aiways ready to overflow
it's banks, within it’s. due and proper chan-
nel 7%, 7

But as at Athens, where he employed himfelf
chiefly in Philofophy, he did not intermit his
oratorical ftudies, fo at Rhodes, where his chief
ftudy was Oratory, he gave fome fhare alfo of
his time to Philofophy with Polidonius, the moft
efteemed and learned Stoic of that age; whom
he often fpeaks of with honor s not only as his
mafter, but as his friend '**. It was his conftant
care, that the progrefs of his knowledge fhould
keep pace with the improvement of his eloquence;
he confidered the one as the foundation of the
other, and thought it in vain to acquire orna-
ments, before he had provided neceflary furniture:
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he declaimed here in Greek, becaule Molo did
not underftand Latin; and upon ending his decla-
mation, while the reft of the company were lavifh
of their praifes, Molo, inftead of paying any
compliment, fat filent a confiderable time, till
obferving Cicero fomewhat difturbed at it, he
faid, “as for you, Cicero, I praife and admire
you, but pity the fortune of Greece, to fee arts
and eloquence , the only ornaments which were
left to her, tranfplanted by you to Rome **'.”
Having thus finifhed the circuit of his travels, he
came back again to Italy, after an excurfion of
two years extremely improved , and changed
as it were into a new man: the vehemence of
his voice and adtion was moderated; the redun-
dancy of his ftyle and fancy corrected; his lungs
ftrengthened ; and his whole conflitution con-
firmed ***.

This voyage of Cicero feems to be the only
fcheme and pattern of travelling, from which
any real benefit is to be expe@ed: he did not ftir
abroad, till he had completed his education at
home; for nothing can be more pernicious to a
nation, than the neceflity of a foreign one; and
after he had acquired in his own country what-
ever was proper to form a worthy Citizen and
Magiftrate of Rome, he went confirmed by a
maturity of age and reafon againft the impreflions
of vice, not fo much to learn as to polifh what
he had learnt, by wvifiting thofe places, where arts
and {ciences flourithed in their greateft perfeion,
In a tour the moft delightful of the world, ‘he
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faw every thing that could entertain a curious
traveller, yet ftaid no where any longer than
his benefit, not his pleafure. detained him. By
his previous knowledge of the laws of Rome,
he was able to compare them with thofe of other
cities, and to bring back with him whatever he
found ufeful , either to his country or to himfelf.
He was lodged, where-ever he came, in the
houles of the great and the eminent; not fo much
for- their birth and wealth, as for their virtue ,
knowledge , and learning ; men honored and
reverenced in their feveral Cities, as the principal
Patriots, Orators, 'and Philofophers. of the age:
thefe he made the conftant companions of his
travels; that he might not Iofe the opportunity
even on the road, of profiting by their advice
and experience; and from fuch a voyage , it Is
no wonder, that he brought back every accom-
plithment, which could improve and adorn a man
of fenfe.

Pompey returned about ' this time vidorions
from Africa; where he had greatly enlarged the
bounds of the Empire, by the conquelt and addi-
tion of many new countries to the Roman domi.
nion. He was received with great marks of refpect
by the Dictator Sylla, who went out to meet him
at the head of the nobility, and faluted hjm by
the title of Magnus, or the Great; which from
that authority was ever after given to him by all
people.. But his demand of 2 triumph  difgufted
both Sylla and the Senate; who thought it too
ambitious in ene, who had pafled through none
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of the public offices, nor was of age to be a Se-
nator, to afpire to an honor, which had never
been nranted except to Confuls or Prztors: but
Pompey , infifting on his demand, extor ted Sylla’s
confent, and was the firft whofe triumphal car is
faid to have been drawn by Elephants, and the
only one of the Equeftrian order who had ever
triumphed : which gave an unufual joy to the
people, to fee a man of their own body obtain o
fignal an honor; and much more to fee him de-
fcend again from it to his old rank, and private
condition among the Knights .

While Pompey, by his exploits in war, had
acquired the furname of the Great, J. Cefar, about
fix years younger, was giving pioofw likewife of his
military genius, and ferving as a volunteer at the
fiege of I\lltylcne, a fplendid and Pomlﬂ)mq city
of Lefbos, which had affifted IMithridates in the
late war, and perfidioufly delivered up to him VL
Aquilius, a perfon of Coniunlar dignity, who had
been fent Ambaflador to that King, and after the
defeat of the Roman army had taken refuge in
Mitylene, as in a place of the greateft fecurity.
Mithridates is faid to have treated him with the
laft indignity; carrying him about in trinmph,
mounted upon an Afs, and forcing him to pro-
claim every where aloud, that he was Aquilius,
who had been the chief caufe of the war. ' But
the Town now paid dear for that treachery , being
taken by ftorm, and almoft demolifhed by Q.
Thermus: though Pompey reftored it afterwards
to it'’s former beauty and Lberty, at the requelt
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of bis favorite freedman Theophanes. In this
fiege Ceefar obtained the honor of a Civic crown;
which, though: made only of oaken leaves, was
efteemed the moft rcputable badge of Martial
virtue; and never beftowed, but for faving the
life of a Citizen, and killing at the fame time
an enemy '

Sylla died while Cicero was at Athens, after
he had laid down the Di&atorfhip and reftored
liberty to the Republic, and, with an uncommon
greatnels of mind, lived many months as a private
Senator and with perfe@ fecurity in that City
where he had exercifed the moft bloody tyranny :
but nothing was thought to be greater in  his cha-
racter, than that during the three years, in which
the Marians were mafters of Italy, he neither dif:
fembled his refolution of purfuing them by arms,
nor neglected the war which he had upon his
hands; but thought it his duty, firft to chaftife a
foreign enemy , before he took his revenge upon
Citizens ", His family was noble and Patrician,
which yet, through the indoience of his Anceftors,
had made no figure in the Republic for many ge.
nerations, and was almoft funk into obfcurity, till
he produced it again into lighe, by afpiring to the
honors of the State. He was a lover and patron
of polite letters; having been carefully infituted
himfelf in all the learning of Greece and Rome;
but from a peculiar gaity of temper, and fondnefs
for the company of Mimics and Players, was
drawn, when young, into a life of luxury and plea-
fure; fo that when he was fent Queltor to Varius

in
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in the Jugurthine war , Marins complained, that
in fo rough and defperate a fervice chance had
given him fo foft and delicate a Quaeftor. But
whether roufed by the example, or flung by the
reproach of his General, he behaved himfelf in
that charge with the greatelt vigor and courage,
{uffering no man to outdo him in any part of
military duty or labor , making himfelf equal and
familiar even to the lowelt of the foldiers, and
obliging them all by his good offices and his
money ; fo that he foon acquired the favor of. the
army, with the charadter of a brave and (kilful
Commander; and lived to drive Marius himfelf,
banifhed and profcribed, into that very province
where he had been contemned by him at firft as
his Qualtor **. He had a wonderful faculty of
concealing his paffions and purpofes, and was fo
different from himfelf in different circumftances ,
that he feemed as it were to be two men in one:
no man was ever more mild and moderate before
vi¢tory ; none more bloody and cruel after it 7,
In war he practifed the fame art, that he had feen
fo fuccefsful to Marius, of railing a kind of
enthufiafm and contempt of danger in his army,
by the forgery of aufpices and divine admoni-
tions : for which end he carried always about
with him a little ffatue of Apollo taken from the
Temple of Delphi: and whenever he had refolved
to give battle, ufed to embrace it in fight of the
foldiers, and beg the fpeedy confirmation of it’s
promifes to him ***. From an uninterrupted courfe
of fuccels and profperity he affumed a furname ;
Yor.'L E
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unknown before to the Romans, of Felix or the
Fortunate; and would have been fortunate indeed,
fays Velleius, if his life had ended with his
victories "**.  Pliny calls it a wicked title, drawn
from the blood and oppreflion of his country;
for which pofterity would think him more unfor
tunate, even than thofe whom he had put to
death ’°. He had one felicity however peculiar
to himfelf, of being the only man in hiftory, in
whom the odium of the moft barbarous cruelties
was extinguilbed by the glory of his great ads.
Cicero, though he had a good opinion of his
caufe, yet detefied the inhumanity of his victory,
and never {peaks of him with refpeé, nor of his
government, but as a proper tyranny ; calling him
““a malter of three moft peftilent vices, luxury,
avarice, cruelty *’.  He was the firft of his
family, whofe dead body was burnt: for having
ordered Marius’s remains to be taken out of his
grave, and thrown into the river Anio, he
was apprehenfive of the fame infult upon his
own, if left to the ufual way of burial ™. ‘A
little before his death, he made his own Epitaph,
the fum of which was, ““that no man had ever
gone beyond bim, 1n doing good to his friends,
or hurt to his enemies ***.”

As foon as Sylla was dead, the old diffenfions,
that had been fmothered a while by the terror of
his power, burlt out again into a flame between
the two factions, fupported feverally by the two
Confuls, Q. Catulus and M. Lepidus, who were
wholly oppofite to each other in party and politics.
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Lepidus refolved at all adventures to refcind the
acts of Sylla, and recall the exiled Marians; and
began openly to folicic the people to fupport him
in that refolution: but his attempt, though plau-
fible, was factious and unfeafonable, tending to
overturn the prefent fettlement of the Republic,
which after 1t’s late wounds and lofs of civil blood,
wanted nothing fo much as reft and quiet, to re-
covef a tolerable degree of [trength. Catulus’s
father, the ableft Statefman of his time, and the
chief affertor of the Ariftocratical intereft, had been
condemned to die by Marius: the fon therefore,
who inherited his virtues, as well as his principles,
and was confirmed in them by a refentment of
that injury, vigoroufly oppofed and effectually
difappointed all the defigns of his Colleague ; who
finding himfelf uhable to gain his end without re-
curring to arms, retired to his governmient of
Gaul, with intent to raife a force fufficient to fub-
due all oppofition; where the fame of his levies
and military preparations gave fuch umbrage to
the Senate, that they foon abrogated his command.
Upon this he came forward into Italy at the head
of a great army, and having poffeffed himfelf of
Etruria without oppofition, marched in a hoftile
manner towards the City , to the demand of a fe-
cond Confulthip. He bad with him feveral of the
chief Magiftrates, and the good wilhes of all the
Tribunes, and hoped by the authority of the Ma.
rian caufe, which was always favored by the po.
pulace, to advance himfelf into Sylla’s place, and
ufurp the fovereign power of Rome. Catulus in
E 2
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the mean time upon the expiration of his office,
was invefted with Proconfular authority, and
charged with the defence of the government; and
Pompey alfo, by a decree of the Senate, was
joined with him in the fame commilfion; who
having united their forces before Lepidus could
reach the city, came to an engagement with him
near the Milvian bridge, within a mile or two from
the walls , where they totally routed and difperfed
his whole army. But the Cifulpine Gaul being
ftill in the pofleflion of his Lieutenant, VL Brutus,
the father of him who afterwards killed Cefar,
Pompey marched forward to reduce that Pro-
vince: where Brutus, after fuftaining a fiege in
Modena, furrendered himfelf into his hands; but
being conducted, as he defired, by a guard of
horfe to a certain village upon the Po, he was
there killed by Pompey’s orders. This act was
cenfured as cruel and unjult, and Pompey gene-
rally blamed for killing a man of the firlt quality,
who had furrendered himfelf voluntarily and on
the condition of his life: but he adted probably
by the advice of Catulus, in laying hold of the
pretext of Brutus’s treafon, to deftroy a man, who
from his rank and authority, might bave been 2
dangerous Head to the Marian party, and capable
of difturbing that Ariftocracy, which Sylla bad
eftablithed, and which the Senate and all the
better fort were very defirous to maintain. Le-
pidus efcaped into Sardinia, where he died foon
after of grief, to fee his hopes and fortunes fo
miferably blafted : and thus ended the civil war
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of Lepidus, as the Roman writers call it , which,
though but fhort lived, was thought confiderable
enough by Sallult to be made the fubjed of a
diftin& Hiftory, of which feveral fragments are
ftill remaining ***.

AsCicero was returning from his travels towards
Rome, full of hopes, and alpiring thoughts, his
ambition was checked, as Platarch tells us, by
the Delphic Oracle: for upon confulting Apollo,
by what means he might arrive at the height of
glory , he was anfwered, “by making his own
genius and not the opinion of the people, the
guide of his life ;” upon which he carried himfelf
after his return with great caution, and was very
{hy of pretending to public honors. But though
the rule be very good, yet Cicero was certainly
too wife, and had fpent too much of his time
with Philofophers, to fetch it from an Oracle,
which according to his own account, had been
in the utmolt contempt for many ages, and was
confidered by all men of fenfe as a mere im-
polture***. But if he really went to Delphi, of
which we have not the leaft hint in any of his
writings , we muft impute it to the fame motive,
that draws fo many Travellers at this day to the
Holy Houfe of Loretto; the curiofity of feeing
a place fo celebrated through the world for it’s
fanctity and riches. After his return, however, he
was fo far from obferving that caution which
Plutarch fpeaks of, that he freely and forwardly
refumed his former employment of pleading ; and

Eg




54 THE LIFE OF

after one year more fpent at the Bar, obtained in
the next the dignity of Quzltor.

Among the caules which he pleaded before his
Quzftorlhip was that of the famous Comedian
Rofcius, whom a fingular merit in his art had re-
commended to the familiarity and friendhip of
the greateft men in Rome"*, ~ The caule was
this ; one Fannius “had made over to Roflcius a
young flave, to be formed by him to the ftage,
on condition of a partnerfhip in the profits, which
the flave fhould acquire by acting: the flave was
afterwards killed, and Rofcius profecuted the
Murderer for damages, and obtained, by a com-
pofition, a little farm worth about eight hundred
pounds, for his particular fhare: Fanniusalfo fued
feparately, and was fuppofed to have gained as
much, but pretending to have recovered nothing,
fued Rofcius for the moiety of what he had re-
ceived.” One cannot but obferve from Cicero’s
pleading the wonderful efteem and reputation in
which Rofcius then flourifhed, of whom he draws
a very amiable piture. — ‘““Has Rofcius then,”
fays he, * defrauded his partner? Can fuch a ftain
ftick upon fuch a man? who, I fpeak it with
confidence, has more integrity than fkill, more
veracity than experience: whom the people of
Rome know to be a better man than he is an
A@&or; and while he makes the firft figure on the
ftage for his art, is worthy of the Senate for his
virtne "'.” In another place he fays of him, “ that
he was fuch an artift, as to feem the only one
fit to come upon the ftage; yet fuch a man, as to
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feem the only one unfit to come upon it at Al
and that his action was fo perfe& and admirable,
that when a man excelled in any other profeflion,
it was grown into a proverb to call him a Rofl-
cius .7 His daily pay for adting is faid to have
been about thirty pounds ferling**". Pliny corn-
putes his yearly profit at four thoufand pounds ™*';
but Cicero. feems to rate it at five thoufand. He
was generous, benevolent, and a contemner of
money ; and after he had raifed an ample fortune
from the ftage, gave his pains to the public for
many years without any pay: whence Cicero urges
it as incredible, that he who in ten years paft
might honeftly have gained fifty thoufand pounds,
which he refufed, fhould be tempted to commit a
frand for the paultry fum of four hundred ***.”
At the fame of Cicero’s return from Greece,
there reigned in the Forum two Qrators of noble
birth and great authority, Cotta and Hortenfius,
whofe glory inflamed him with an emulation of
their virtues. Cotta’s way of fpeaking was calm
and ealy , flowing with great elegance and progpriety
of diction; Hortenfius’s fprightly, elevated, and
warming both by his words and action; who being
the nearer to him in age, about eight years older,
and excelling in his own tafte and manner, was
confidered by him more particularly as his pattern,
or competitor ratherin glory ***.  The bufinefs of
pleading, though a profeflion of all others the moft
laborious, yet was not mercenary, or undertaken
for any pay; for it was illegal to take money, or
to accept even a prefent for it: but the richelt,

E 4
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the greateft, and the nobleft of Rome {freely offer-
ed their talents to the fervice of their citizens, as
the common Guardians and Protectors of the in-
nocent and diftreffed ***. This was a conftitution
as old as Romulus, who affigned the patronage
of the people to the Patricians or Senators, with-
out fee or reward : but in fucceeding ages, when,
through the avarice of the Nobles, it was become
a cuftom for all Clients, to make annual prefents
to their Patrons, by which the body of the Citi-
zens was made tributary as it were to the Senate,
M. Cincius, a Tribune, publifhedalaw, prohibit-
ing all Senators ““to take money or gifts on any
account, and elpecially for pleading caufes.” In
the conteft about this law , Cicero mentions a fmart
reply made by the Tribune to C. Cento, one of
the Orators who oppofed it; for when Cento afked
him with fome fcorn, *“What is it, my little
Cincius, that you are making all this flir about ?”
Cincius replied, ‘“that you, Caius, may pay for
what you ufe*’.” We muft not imagine however,
that this generofity of the Great was wholly difs
interefted, or without any expe@ation of fruit;
for it brought the nobleft which a liberal mind
could receive, the fruit of praife and honor from
the public voice of their country : it was the proper
inftrument of their ambition, and the fure means
of advancing them to the firll dignities of the
State: they gave their labors to the people, and
the people repaid them with the honors and pre-
ferments which they had the power to beflow:
this was a wife and happy conflitution, where by
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a neceffary connexion between virtue and honor,
they ferved mutually to produce and perpetuate
each other; where the reward of honors excited
merit, and merit never failed to procure honors;
the only policy which can make a nation great
and profperous.

Thus the three Orators jult mentioned, accord-
ing to the cuftom and conftitution of Rome,
were all feverally employed this fummer in fuing
for the different Offices, to which their different
age and rank gave them a right to pretend;
Cotta for the Confullhip, Hortenfius the Edi-
Iehip, Cicero the Queltorfhip; in which they
all fucceeded : and Cicero efpecially had the honor
to be chofen the firt of all his competitors by
the unanimous fuffrage of the Tribes; and in the
firlt year in which he was capable of it by law,
the thirty firft of his age ™’.

The Quwftors were the general Receivers or
Treafurers of the Republic; whofe number had
been gradually enlarged with the bounds and re.
venues of the Empire from two to twenty, as it
now ftood from the laft regulation of Sylla. They
were {ent annually into the feveral Provinces, one
with every Proconful or Governor, to whom they
were the next in authority, and had the proper
equipage of Magiftrates, the Lictors carrying the
Falces before them; which was not however allow-
ed to them at Rome. Befides the care of the
revenues , it was their bufinefs alfo to provide corn
and all forts of grain for the ufe of the armies
abroad, and the public confumption at home.
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This was the firft flep in the legal alcent and
gradation of public honors, which gave an imme-
diate right to the Senate, and after the expiration
of the office an acual admiffion into it during life:
and though firitly fpeaking none were held to be
complete Senators, till they were enrolled at the
next Luftrum, in the lift of the Cenfors, yet that was
only a matter of form, and what could not be
denied to them, unlefs for the charge and notoriety
of fome crime, for which every other Senator was
equally liable to be degraded. Thefe Quzftors
therefore, chofen annually by the people, were the
regular and ordinary fupply of the vacancies of
the Senate, which confifted at this time of about
five hundred: by which excellent inftitution the
way to the highelt Order of the State was laid open
to the virtue and induftry of every private citizen;
and the dignity of this Sovereign Council maintain-
ed bya fucceffion of members, whofe diftinguifhed
merit had firk recommended them to the notice
and favor of their Country ",

The Confuls of this year were Cn. O&avius
and C. Scribonius Curio; the firft was Cicero’s
particular friend , a perfon of fingular humanity and
benevolence, but cruelly afflicted with the gout;
whom Cicero therefore urges as an example againft
the Epicureans, to fhow that a life fupported by
innocence could not be made miferable by pain‘*.
The fecond was a profeffed Orator, or Pleader at
the Bar, where he fuftained fome credit, without
any other accomplifhment of art or nature, than
a certain purity and fplendor of language, derived

:
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from the inftitution of a Father, who wasefteem-
ed for his eloquence: his adtion was vehement,
with fo abfurd a maoner of waving his body
from one fide to the other, as to give occafion
to a jeft upon him, that he had learnt to fpeak
in 'a boat. They were both of them however
good Magiftrates; fuch as the prefent ftate of the
Republic required; firm to the interefts of the
Senate, and the late eftablithment made by Sylla,
which the Tribunes were laboring by all their arts
to overthrow, Thefe Confuls therefore were called
before the people by Sicinius, a bold and factious
Tribune, to declare their opinion about the revo-
cation of Sylla’s acts, and the reftoration of the
Tribunician power, which was now the only
queftion that engaged the zeal and attention of the
City: Curio fpoke much againft it with his ufual
vehemence and agitation of body; while O&avius
fat by, crippled with the gout, and wrapped up
in plaifters and ointments: when Curio had done,
the Tribune, a man of a humorous wit, told
Od¢avius, “that he could never make amends to
his Colleague for the fervice of that day; for if he
had not taken fuch pains to beat away the flies,
they would certainly bave devoured him **’.” But
while Sicinius was purfuing his feditious practices,
and ufing all endeavours to excite the people to
fome violence againft the Senate, he was killed
by the management of Curio, in a tumult of his
own raifing **’.

We have no account of the precife time of
Cicero’s marriage; which was celebrated mofk
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probably in the end of the preceding year, im-
mediately after his return to Rome, when he was
about thirty years old: it cannot be placed later,
becaufe his daughter was married the year before
his Confulthip, at the age only of thirteen;
though we fuppofe her to be born this year on
the fifth of Auguft, which is mentioned to be her
birth-day **. Nor is there any thing certain
delivered of the family and condition of his wife
Terentia; yet from her name, her great fortune,
and her fifter Fabia’s being one of the Veftal
Virgins ***, we may conclude, that fhe was nobly
defcended. This year therefore was particularly
fortunate to him, as it brought an increafe not
only of iffue, but of dignity into his family
by raifing it from the Equeftrian to the Senatorian
rank; and by this early talte of popular favor gave
him a fure prefage of his future advancement to
the fuperior honors of the Republic.
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§ FreQaTob ik

THE Provinces of the Quzftors being diftri-
buted to them always by lot, the Ifland of
Sicily happened to fall to Cicero’s fhare . This
was the firft country , which, after the reduction
of Italy, became a prey to the power of Rome?*,
and was then thought confiderable enough to be
divided into two Provinces of Lilybeum and
Syracufe ; the former of which was allotted to
Cicero : for though they were both united at
this time under one Prxtor or fupreme Governor,
S. Peduczus, yet they continued flill to have
each of them a diftinét Quwxftor . He received
this Office, not as a gift , but a truft; ©and
confidered it,” he fays, “as a public Theatre, in
which the eyes of the world were turned upon
him;”and that he might act his part with the greater
credit, refolved to devote his whole attention to
it; and to deny himfelf every pleafure, every
gratification of his appetites , even the moft inno-
cent and natural , which could obftrué the laud-
able difcharge of it *.

Sicily was ufually called the Granary of the
Republic *; and the Qu=zftor's chief employ-
ment in it was to fupply corn and provifions for
the ufe of the City : but there happening to be 2
peculiar fcarcity this year at Rome, it made the
people very clamorous, and gave the Tribunes an
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opportunity of inflaming them the more eafily, by
charging it to the lofs of the Tribunician power,
and their being left a prey by that means to the
oppreflions of the great “. It was neceffary there-
fore to the public quict, to fend out large and
fpeedy fupplies from Sicily , by which the Ifland
was like to be drained ; fo that Cicero had a dif-
ficult talk to furnifh what was fufficient for the
demands of the City, without being grievous at
the fame time to the poor natives : yet he ma-
naged the matter with fo much prudence and ad-
drefs, that he made very great exportations , with-
out any burden upon the Province ; fhowing
great courtefy all the while to the dealers, juftice
to the merchants , gencrofity to the inhabictants,
humanity to the allies ; and in fhort , doing all
manner of good offices to every body ; by which
he gained the love and admiration of all the Sici-
lians , who decreed greater honors to him at his
departure , than they had ever decreed before to
any of their Chief Governors”. During his refidence
in the Country , feveral young Romans of quality ,
who ferved in the army , having committed fome
great diforder and offence againft martial difci-
pline, ran away to Rome for fear of punifhment;
where being feized by the Magiftrates, they were
fent back to be tried before the Prator in Stcily :
but Cicero undertook their defence , and pleaded
for them fo well, that he got them all acquitted *;
and by that means obliged many confiderable
families -of the City.

In the hours of leifure from his Provincial
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affairs , he employed himfelf very diligently, as
he ufed to do at Rome , in his rhetorical ftudies;
agreeably to the rule which he conftantly incul-
cates,  never to let one day pals without fome exer-
cife of that kind ”: fo that on his return from Sicily
his oratorical talents were, according to his own
judgment, in their full perfection and maturity .
The Country itfelf , famous of old for it’s fchool
of eloquence , might afford a particular invitation
to the revival of thofe ftudies: for the Sicilians,
as he tells us, being a fharp and litigious people,
and after the expulfion of their Tyrants, having
many controverfies among themfelves about pro-
perty , which required much pleading, were the firlt
who invented rules and taught an art of fpeaking,
of which Corax and Tyfias were the firlt Profeffors:
an art which, above all others, owes it’s birth to
liberty, and can never flourifh but in a free air 3.
Before he left Sicily he made the tour of the
Ifland , to fee every thing in it that was curious,
and efpecially the city of Syracufe, which had
always made the principal figure in it’s hiftory.
Here his firlt requeft to the Magiftrates , who were
fhowing him the curiofities of the place, was to
let him fee the tomb of Archimedes whofe name
had done fo much honor to it ; but to his furprile
he perceived , that they knew nothing at all of the
matter , and even denied that there was any fuch
tomb remaining : yet as he was affured of it be-
yond all doubt by the concurrent teftimony of
writers , and remembered the verfes infcribed , and
that there was a Sphere with a Cylinder engraved
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on fome part of it, he would not be diffuaded
from the pains of fearching it out. When they
had carried him therefore to the gate , where the
greateft number of their old Sepulchres ftood, he
obferved in a fpot overgrown with fhrubs and
briars , a fmall Column, whofe head juft appeared
above the bufhes, with the figure of a Sphere and
Cylinder upon it; this, he prefently told the com-
pany , was the thing that they were looking for ; and
fending in fome men to clear the ground of the
brambles and rubbifh, he found the infeription alfo
which he expected , though the latter part of all
the verfes was effaced. Thus, fays he, one of the
nobleflt Cities of Greece, and once likewife the
moft learned, had known nothing of the Monu-
ment of it’s moft deferving and ingenious Citizen,
if it had not been difcovered to them by a Native
of Arpinum ™. At the expiration of his year he
took leave of the Sicilians by a kind and affetionate
fpeech, affuring them of his protection in all their
affairs at Rome; in which he was as good as his
word , and continued ever after their conftant
patron, to the great benefit and advantage of
the Province.

He came away extremely pleafed with the {uc-
cefls of his adminiftration ; and flattering himfelf,
that all Rome was celebrating his praifes, and that
the people would readily grant him every thing that
be defired ; in which imagination he landed at
Puteoli, a confiderable port adjoining to Baix, the
chief feat of pleafure in Italy , where there was a
perpetual refort of all the rich and the great, as well
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for the delights of it’s fituation, as the ufe of it’s
baths and hot waters. But here, as he himfelf plea-
fantly tells the ftory, he was not a little mortified by
the firlt friend whom he met ; who afked him ,
How long he had left Rome, and what news there ?
whenhe anfwered. That he came from the Provinces:
From Africa, I fuppofe, fays another: and upon
his replying with fome indignation , No; I come
from Sicily ¢ a third , who flood by, and had a
mind to be thought wifer , faid prefently, How I
did you not know that Cicero was Quzftor of
Syracufe ? Upon which , perceiving ‘it in vain
to be angry , he fell into the humor of the place,
and made himfelf one of the company who came
to the waters. This mortification gave fome little
check to his ambition, or taught him rather, how
to apply it more fuccefsfully ; and did him more
good , he fays , “ than if he had received all the
compliments that he expeéted; ” for it made him
reflect, “that the people of Rome had dull ears,
but quick eyes; and that it was his bufinefs to keep
himfelf always in their fight ; nor to be fo folici-
tous how to make them hear of him , as to make
them fee him : fo that from this moment he refolved
to flick clofe to the Forum , and to live perpetually
in the view of the City ; nor to fuffer eicher his
porter or his fleep to hinder any man’s accefs ta
B "%
At hls return to Rome he found the Conful,
L. Lucullus, employing all his power to repel the
attempts of a turbulent Tribune , L. Quin&ius,
who had a manner of fpeaking pecul:arly adapted
Vor. L ¥
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to inflame the multitude , and was perpetually
exerting it , to perfuade them to reverfe Sylla’s
2@s . Thefe acts were odiousto all who affected
popularity , efpecially to the Tribunes , who could
not brook with any patience the diminution of their
ancient power ; yet all prudent men were defirous
to fupport them , as the belt foundation of a lafting
peace and firm fettlement of the Republic. The
Tribune Sicinius made the fir(t attack upon them foon
after Sylla’s death, but loft his life in the quarrel;
which, inftead of quenching, added fuel to the
flame ; fo that C. Cotta, one of the next Confuls,
a man of moderate principles and obnoxious to
neither party , made it his bufinefs to mitigate thefe
heats, by mediating between the Senate and the
Tribunes, and remitting a part of the reftraint that
Sylla had laid upon them, fo faras to reftore them
to a capacity of holding the fuperior Magiftracies.
Put a partial reftitution could not fatisfy them;
they were as clamorous flill as ever, and thought
it a treachery to be quiet, till they had recovered
their whole rights: for which purpofe Quinctius
‘was now imitating his predeceffor Sicinius , and ex-
citing the populace to do themfelves jultice againft
their oppreffors, nor fuffer their power and liber-
ties to be exterted from them by the Nobles. But
the vigor of Lucullus prevented him from gaining
any farther advantage, or making any impreffion
this year to the difturbance of the public peace ™.
C. Verres, of whom we [hall have “occafion
to fay more hereafter, was now allo Pretor of the
City , or the fupreme Adminifirator of Juflice ;
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whofe decrees were not reftrained to the ftri& letter
of the law, but formed uiuilly upon the princi-
ples of common equity ; which , while it gives a
greater liberty of doing what is right, gives a
greater latitude withal of doing wrong ; and the
power was never in worfe hands , or more cor-
ruptly adminiftered than by Verres:  for there was
nota man inItaly, ” fays Cicero, “ who had a law-fuit
at Rome, but knew, that the rights and properties
of the Roman people were determined by the will
and pleafure of his whore *".”

There was a very extraordinary Commiffion
granted this year toIVI. Antonius, the father of the
Triumvir ; the infpe&ion and command of all the
coalts of the Mediterranean : a boundlefs power,
as Cicero calls it **, which gave him an opportunity
of plundering the Provinces , and committing all
kinds of outrage on the Allies. He invaded Crete
without any declaration of war, on purpofe to en-
flaveit, and with fuch an affurance of viQory, that
he carried more fetters with him than arms*”. But
he met with the fate that he deferved : for the
Cretans totally routed him in a naval engagement,
and returned triumphant into their ports, with the
bodies of their enemies hanging on their mafts.
Antonius died foon after this difgrace , infamous
in his character, nor in any refpect a better man,
fays Afcanius, than his fon **. But Metellus made
the Cretans pay dear for their triumph, by the
entire conquelt of their country : “in which war,” as
Florus fays ,“ if the truth muft be told , the Romans
wers the aggreflors ; and though they charged the

Fa
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Cretans with favoring Mithridates , yet their real
motive was, the defire of conquering fo noble an
fland .7

Mithridates alfo had now renewed the war
againft Rome ; encouraged to it by the diverfion
which Sertorius was giving at the fame time in
Spain to their beft troops and ableft Generals,
Metellus and Pompey : fo that Lucullus, who
on the expiration of his Confullhip had the
Province of Afia allotted to him, obtained with
it of courfe the command of this war. But while
their arms were thus employed in the different
extremities of the Empire , an ugly difturbance
broke out at home, which, though contemptible
enough in it’s origin , began in a fhort time to
{pread terror and confternation through all Iraly. 1¢
took it’s rife from a few Gladiators, fcarce above
thirty at the firlt , who broke out of their {chool
at Capua,and having feized a quantity of arms, and
drawn a number of flaves after them, pofted
themfelves on Mount Vefuvius : here they were
prefently furrounded by the Praetor Clodius Glaber,
with a good body of regular troops ; but forcing
their way through them with fword in hand, they
affaulted and took his camp , and made themfelves
mafters of all Campania. From this fuccefs their
numbers preflently increafed to the fize of a juft
army of forty thoufand fighting men : with which
they made head againft the Roman legzons H and
fullained a vigorous war for three years in the very
bowels of Italy ; where they defeated feveral Com-
manders of Confularand Prxtorian rank ; and, puffed
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up with their vicories, began to talk of attacking
Rome. But M. Craffus the Prxtor, to whom the
war was committed , having gathered about him
all the forces which were near home, chaltifed
their infolence, and drove them before him to the
extremity of Rhegium; where, for want of vel
fels to make their efcape, the greateft part was de-
firoyed , and among them their General Spartacus,
fighting bravely to the lalt at the head of his def-
perate troops *°. This was called the fervile war,
for which Craffus had the honor of an Ovation , it
being thought beneath the dignity of the Republic
to grant a full Triumph for the conquelt of flaves =
but to bring it as near as poffible to a Triumph,,
Craffus procured a fpecial decree of the Senate to
authorize him to wear the laurel Crown, which was
the proper ornament of the Triumph , as myrtle
was of the Ovation *'.

The Sertorian war happened to be finifhed alfo
fortunately near the fame time. The author of it,
Sertorius , was bred under C. Marius, with whom
he had ferved in all his wars, with a fingular re-
putation, not only of martial virtue, but of juftice
and clemency ; for though he was firm to the
Marian party , he always difliked and oppofed their
cruelty , and advifed a more temperate ufe of their
power. After the death of Cinng, he fell into
Svila’s hands, along with the Conful Scipio, when
the army abandoned them : Sylla difmiffed him
with life, on the account perhaps of his known
moderation: yet taking him to be an utter enemy
to his caufe , he foon after profcribed and drove

F 3
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him to the neceflity of feeking his fafety in foreign
countries, After feveral attempts on Africa and
the coafts of the Viediterranean , he found a fettle-
ment 10 Spain , whither all who fled from Sylla’s
cruelty reforted to him , of whom he formed a
Senate, which gave laws to the whole Province.
Here , by his great credit and addrefs, he raifed
a force fufficient to fultain a war of eight years
againft the whole power of the Republic; and to
make it a queftion , whether Rome or Spain
ihould poffefs the empire of the world. Q. Metellus,
an old experienced Commander , was fent againft
him fingly at firft; but was fo often baffled and
circumvented by his fuperior vigor and dexterity
that the people of Rome were forced to fend their
favorite Pompey to his affiltance, with the beft
troops of the Empire. Sertorius maintained his
ground againft them both ; and after many en-
gagemeunts, 1n which he generally came off equal,
often fuperior, was bafely murdered at a private
fealt by the treachery of Perperna; who, being
the next to him in command , was envious of his
glory, and wanted to ufurp his power. Perperna
was of noble birth , and bad been Prxtor of Rome,
where he took up arms with the Conful Lepidus
to reverle .the acts of Sylla, and recal the pro-
fcribed Marians , and after their defeat carrjed off
the beft part of their troops. to the fupport of Ser-
torius **: but inftead of gaining what he ex-
pected from Sertorius’s death, he ruined the caufe,
of which he had made himfelf the chief, and put
an end to a war that was wholly fupported by the

———




MO 74 ICICERO:: . 91

reputation of the General : for the revolted Pro-
vinces prefently fubmicted ; and the army having
no confidence in their new leader , was ealily
broken and difperfed, and Perperna himfelf taken
prifoner. :

Pompey is celebrated on this occafion for an
a@ of great prudence and generofity : for when
Perperna; in hopes of faving his life, offered tg
make fome important difcoveries, and to put into
his hands all Sertorius’s papers, in which were
feveral letters from the principal Senators of Rome,
prefling him to bring his army into Italy for the fake
of overturning the prefent Government , he ordered
the papers to be burnt without reading them, and
Perperna to be killed without feeing him *’. He
knew , that the beft way of healing the difcontents
of the City , where faction was perpetually at work
to difturb the public quiet, was, to eafe people of
thofe fears which a confcioufnefs of guilt would
fuggelt, rather than pufh them to the neceflity of
feeking their fecurity from a change of affairs, and
the overthrow of the State **. As he returned
into Italy at the head of his victorious army , he
happened to fall in luckily with the remains of
thofe fugitives, who , after the deftruction of Spar-
tacus , had efcaped from Craffus, and were making
their way in a body towards the Alps, whom he
intercepted and entirely cut off to the number of
five thoufand; and in a letter upon it to the Senate,
faid , « that | Craffus indeed had defeated the
Gladiators, but that he had plucked up the war by
the roots **i” - Cicero likewile , from a particular

F 4
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diflike to Craflus, affe@ed in his public {peeches
to give Pompey the honor of finifling this war,
declaring, “ that the very fame of his coming had
W
For this vidtory in Spain Pompey obtained a
fecond Trinmph , while he was ftill only a private
Citizen, and of the Equeftrian rank : but the next
day he took poffeffion of the Confulfhip, to which
he had been elected in his abfence ; and as if he
had been born to command, made’his firlt entry
into the Senate in the proper polt to prefide in it.
He was not yet full thirty - fix years old, but the
Senate, by a decree, difpenfed with the incapacity
of his age and abfence ; and qualified him to hold the
higheft Magiftracy, before he was capable by law of
pretending even to the loweft ; and by his authority
VL. Craffus was eleced alfo for his Colleague *".
Craffus’s father and elder brother loft their
lives in the malfacres of Marius and Cinna ; but
he himfelf efeaped into Spain, and lay there con-
cealed till Sylla’s return to Italy, whither he pre-
fently reforted to him, in hopes to revenge the
ruin of his fortunes and family on the oppofite
faction. As he was attached to Sylla’s caufe both
by intereft and inclination , fo he was much cona-
fidered in it; and being extremely greedy and ra-
pacious, made ufe of all his credit to enrich himfelf
by the plunder of the enemy, and the purchafe of
confifcated eftates, which Cicero calls bis harveft,
By thefe methods he raifed an immenfe wealth ,
computed at many millions, gathered from the

broken the force of it, and his prefence extinguifhed
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fpoils and calamities of his country. He ufed to
fay, © that no man could be reckoned rich , who was
not able to maintainan army out of his own rents **.”
and if the accounts of Antiquity be true, the number
of his flaves was fcarce inferior to that of a full army ;
which , inflead of being a burden , made one
part of his revenune ; being all trained to fome
ufeful art or profeflion , which enabled them not
only to fupport themfelves, but to bring a fhare
of profit to their mafter. Among the other trades
in his family , he is faid to have had above five
hundred mafons and architects conflantly employed
in building or repairing the houfes of the City *:
He had contracted an early envy to Pompey, for
his fuperior credit both with Sylla and the people ;
which was flill aggravated by Pompey’s late at-
tempt to rob him of the honor of ending the fervile
war ; but finding himfelf wholly unequal to his
Rival in military fame, he applied himfelf to the
arts of peace and eloquence ; in which he obtained
the character of a good fpeaker, and by his
ealy and familiar addrefs, and a readinefs to affift
all, who wanted either his protection or his money ,
acquired a great authority in all the public affairs ;
fo that Pompey was glad to embrace and oblige
him , by taking" him for his partner in the
Confulfhip.

Five years were now almoft elapfed, fince
Cicero’s election to the Queftorfhip : which was the
proper interval prefcribed by law , before he could
hold the next office of Tribune or Edile ; and it
was neceffary to pafs through one of thefe in his
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way to the fuperior dignities : he chole therefore
to drop the Tribunate , as being fiript of it’s ancient
power by the late ordinance of Sylla, and began
to make intereft for the Adilefhip , while Horten-
{fius at the fame time was fuing for the Confulfhip.
He had employed all this interval in a clofe attend:
ance on the forum ; and a perpetual courfe of
pleading **, which greatly advanced his interclt
in the City ; efpecially when it was obferved, that
he firidtly complied with the law, by refufing not
only to take fees, but to accept even any prefents,
in which the generality of patrons were lefs fcru-
pulous . Yet all his Orations within this period
are loft ; of which number were thofe for IVI. Tullius
and L. Varenus , mentioned by Quintilian and
Prifcian, as extant in their time.

Some writers tell us, that he improved and per-
fected his a&tion by the inftru&ions of Rofcius and
FEfopus; the two moftaccomplifhed Actorsin that,
or perhaps in any other age, the one in Comedy,
the other in Tragedy **. He had a great efteem
indeed for them both, and admired the uncommon
perfection of their art : but though he conde-
fcended to treat them as friends, he would have
difdained to ufe them as mafters. He had formed
kimfelf upon a nobler plan , drawn his rules of
a&ion from nature and philofophy , and his prac-
tice from the moft perfect fpeakers then living in
the world , and declares the Theatre to be an im-
proper fchool for the inftitution of ‘an Orator, as
teaching geftures too minute and unmanly, and
laboring more about the expreflion of words, than
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of things *': nay, he laughs fometimes at Horten-
fius for an action too foppifh and theatrical **, who
ufed to be rallied on that very account by the
other pleaders with the title of the Player ; {o that,
in the caufe of P. Sylla, Torquatus, a free fpeaker
on the other fide, called him by way of ridicule,
Dionyfia, an aérels of thofe times, in great
requeft for her dancing **. Yet Hortenfius himfelf
was fo far from borrowing his manner from the
Stage , that the Stage borrowed from him; and
the two celebrated Actors jult mentioned , Rofcius
and AEfopus, are faid to have attended all the trials
in which he pleaded , in order to perfect the
action of the Theatre by that of the Forum: which
feems indeed to be the more natural method of the
two, that they who act in feigned life fhould take
their pattern from the true ; not thofe, who
reprefent the true , copy from that which is
feigned . We are told however by others, what
doth not feem wholly improbable, that Cicero
ufed to divert himfelf fometimes with Rolfcius,
and make it an exercife, or trial of [kill between
them , which could exprefs the fame paffion the

- molt varioufly, the one by words, the other by

geltures .

As he had now devoted himfelf to a life of
bufinefs and ambition , fo he omitted none of the
ufual arts of recommending himfelf to popular
favor , and facilitating his advancement to the
fuperior honors. He thought it abfurd, that when
every little Artificer knew the name and ufe of all his
tools , a Statefman fhould negle& the knowledge of
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men, who were the proper inltruments , with which
he was to work : he made it his bufinefs there.
fore to learn the name, the place , and the
condition of every eminent Citizen ; what eftate,
what friends , what neighbours he had ; and
could readily point out their feveral houfes, as
he travelled through Italy **. This knowledge,
which 1s ufeful in all popular Governments, was
peculiarly neceffary at Rome ; where the people
having much to give , expefted to be much
courted ; and where their high fpirits and privileges
placed them as much above the'rank of all other
Citizens, as the grandeur of the Republic exceeded
that of all other States; fo that every man, who
afpired to any public dignity, kept a flave or two
in his family , whofe fole bufinefs it was to learn
the names and know the perfons of every Citizen
at fight , fo as to be able to whifper ‘them to his
Mafter, as he paffed through the fireets, that he
might be ready to falute them all familiarly and
fhake hands with them , as his® particular ac-
guaintance *°, .

Plutarch fays, “that the ufe of thefe Nomencla-
tors was contrary to the laws; and that Cato for
that realon, in fuing for the public offices, would
not employ any of them, but took all that trouble
upon himfelf *°.” But that notion is] fully confuted
by Cicero, who, in his Oration for Murena,
railies the .abfurd rigor of Cato’s ftoical principles,
and their inconfiftency with common life, from
the very circumftance of his having a Nomencla-
tor —* What doyou mean,” fays he, “ by keeping a
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Nomenclator ? The thing itfelf is a mere cheat:
for if it be your duty to call the Citizens by
their names, it isa fhame for your {lave to know
them better than yourfelf. —— Why do you
not fpeak to them before he has whifpered you?
Or, after he has whifpered,, why do you falute
them, as if you knew them yourfelf? Or, when
you have gained your election, why do you
grow carelels about faluting them ac all 2 All
this , if examined by the rules of focial life, is
right ; but if by the precepts of your Philo-
“ fophy, very wicked "7 As for Cicero him-
felf, whatever pains he is faid to have taken in this
way, it appears from feveral paffages in his letters,
that he conftantly had a nomenclator at his elbow
on all public occafions **.

He was now in his thirty-feventh year, the pro-
per age for holding the Edilefhip, which was the
firlt public preferment that was properly called a
Magiltracy 3 the Queftorfhip being an office only
or place of truft, without any jurifdiction in the
City, as the Ediles had *’. Thefle Rdiles, as well as
all the inferior officers, were chofen by the people
voting in their Tribes; a manner of eledting of
all the moft free and popular: in which Cicero
was declared HEdile, as he was before ele@ed
Quzxltor by the unanimous fuffrage of all the tribes,
and preferably to all his competitors **.

There were originally but two Ediles chofen
from the body of the people on pretence of eafing
the Tribunes ofa fhare of their trouble: whofe chief
duty, from which the name iuelf was derived,
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was to take care of the Edifices of the City; and
to infpect the markets, weights, and meafures; and
regulate the fhows and games, -which were publicly
exhibited on the feftivals of their Gods*’. The
Senate afterwards, taking an opportunity when the
people were in good humor, prevailed to have two
more created from their order and of fuperior rank,
called Curule Ediles, from the arm-chair of Ivory,
in which they fat**: But the Tribunes prefently
repented of their conceflion, and forced the Senate
to confent, that thefe new Ediles fhould be chofen
indifferently from the Patrician or Plebeian fami-
lies*. ~But whatever difference there might be at
firlk between the Curule and Plebeian HEdiles,
their province and authority feem in later times to
be the fame, without any diftin&tion but what was
nominal; and the two who were chofen the firfy,
were probably called the Curule Ediles, as we find
Cicero to be now ftyled. This magifiracy gave a
precedence in the Senate, or a priority of voting
and fpeaking, next after the Confuls and Prztors;
and was the firlt that qualified a man to have a
pi¢ure or ftatue of himfelf, and confequently en-
nobled his family **: for it was from the number
of thefe ftatues of anceftors, who had born Curule
Offices, that the families of Rome were éfteemed
the more or lefs noble.

After Cicero’s election to the Edilefhip, but
before his entrance into the office, he undertook
the famed profecution of C. Verres, the late Pre-
tor of Sicily; charged with many flagrant acts of
injuftice, rapine, and cruelty, during his triennial
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government of that Ifland. And fince this was
‘one of the memorable tranfactions of his life, and
for which he is greatly celebrated by Antiquity,
it will be neceflary to give a diftin¢t and particular
relation of it.

The public adminiftration was at this time, in
every branch of it, molt infamoufly corrupt: the
great,, exhaufted by their luxury and vices, made
no other ufe of their governments, than to enrich
themfelves by the fpoils of the foreign Provinces;
their bufinefs was to extort money abroad, that
they might purchafe offices at home , and to
plunder the allies, in order to corrupt the Citizens,
The oppreflfed in the mean while found it in vain
to feek relief at Rome, where there was none who
cared either to impeach or to condemn a noble
criminal ; the decifion of all trials being in the
hands of men of the fame condition, who were
ufually involved in the fame crimes, and openly
proftituted their judgment on thefe occafions for
favor or a bribe. This had raifed a general dif-
content through the Empire, with a particular
difguft to that change made by Sylla, of transfer-
ring the right of judicature from the Equeftrian to
the Senatorian order, which the people were now
impatient to get reverfed : the profecution therefore
of Verres was both feafonable and popular, as iz
was likely to give fome check to the oppreffions
of the nobility, as well as comfort and relief to the
diftreffed fubjedts.

All the cities of Sicily concurred in the im.
peachment , excepting Syracule and Meflana; for
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thefe two being the moft confiderable of the Pro.
vince, Verres had taken care to keep up a fair cor-
refpondence with them. Syracufe was the place
of his refidence, and Meflana the repofitory of his
plunder whence he exported it all to Italy : and
though he would treat even thefe on certain occa-
fions very arbitrarily, yetin fome flagrant inftances
of his rapine, that he might eafe himfelf of a part
of the envy, he ufed to oblige them with a fhare
of the fpoil *: fo that partly by fear, and partly
by favor, he held them generally at his devotion;
and at the expiration of his government procured
ample teftimonials from them both in praife of his
adminiftration. All the other Towns were zea.
lous and a&ive in the profecution, and by a com-
mon petition to Cicero implored him to undertake
the management of it; to which ke confented ,
out of regard to the relation which he had born
to them as Quzltor, and his promife made at part-
ing, of his protection in all their affairs, Verres,
on the other hand , was fupported by the moft
powerful families of Rome , the Scipios and the
Metelli, and defended by Hortenfius, who was
the reigning Orator at the Bar , and ufually ftyled .
the King of the Foram **; yet the difficulty of the
caufe , inftead of difcouraging, did but animate
Cicero the more, by the greater glory of the
victory.

He had no fooner agreed to undertake it, than
an unexpected rival ftarted up , one Q. Czcilius,
a Sicilian by birth, who had been Quzftor to Ver-
res; and by a pretence of perfonal injuries received
from
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from him, and a particular ‘knowledge of - his
crimes, claimed a preference to Cicero in-the talk
of accufing him, or atleaft to bear a joint (hare in
it. But this pretended enemy was in reality a fe-
cret friend, employed by Verres himielf to get
the caufe into his hands in order to betray ic: his
pretenfions however were to be previoufly decided
by a kind of procefs called Divination, on account
of it’s being wholly conjectural; in which the
judges , without the help of witnelles. were to
divine, as it were, what was fit to be done: but
in the firlt hearing Cicero eafily fhook off this
weak Antagonift, rallying his charadter and pre~
tenfions with a great deal of wit and bumor, and
thowing, “that the proper patron of fuch a caufe
“ could not be one who offered himfelf forwardly,
but who was drawn to it unwillingly from the
mere fenfe of his duty; one whom the profe.
cutors defired , and the criminal dreaded ; one
qualified by his innocence, as well as experience
to fuftain it with credit; and whom the cuftom
of their ancefltors pointed out and preferred to
it.” In this fpeech, after opening the reafons
why , contrary to his former practice, and the rule
which he had laid down to himlelf, of dedicating
his labors to the defence of the difireffed, he now
appeared as an Accufer, he adds; “the provinces
‘¢ are utterly undone; the allies and tributaries lo
milerably oppreffed, that they bave loft even
the hopes of redrefs, and feek only fome com-
“ fort in their ruin: thofe, who wounld have
“ the trials remain in the bands of the Senate,
Vor. L. G
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complain, that there are no men of reputation
to undertake i1mpeachments, no feverity in the
Judges : the people of Rome in the mean
while, though laboring under many other grie-
vances, yet defire nothing fo ardently, as the
ancient difcipline and gravity of trials. For the
want of trials, the Tribunician power is called
for again; for the abufe of trials, a new order
of Judges is demanded; for the fcandalous be-
haviour of Judges, the authority of the Cen-
fors, hated before as too rigid, is now defired
and grown popular. “In this licence of profli
gate criminals, 1n the daily complaints of the
Romaii people, the infamy of trials, the dif-
grace of the whole Senatorian order, as I
thought it the only remedy to thefe milchiefs,
for men of abilities and integrity to undertake
the caufe of the Republic and the laws, fo I
was induced the more readily, out of regard to
our common fafety, to come to the relief of that
part of the adminiftration, which feemed the
moft to ftand in need of it *".”

This previous point being fettled in favor of

Cicero, a hundred and ten days were granted to
him by law for preparing the evidence; in which
he was obliged to make avoyage to Sicily, in order
to examine witneffes, and collec fads to fupport
the indi¢tment. He was aware, that all Verres’s
art would be employed to gain time, in hopes to
tire out the Profecutors , and allay the heat of the
public refentment: fo that for the greater difpatch

he took along with him his coufin, L. Cicero, to
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eafe him of a part of the trouble, and finifhed his
progrefs through he ifland in lefs than half the
time which was allowed to him ™.

In all the journeys of this kind, the Profecu-
tor’s charges ufed to be publicly defrayed by the
Province, or the Cities concerned in the impeach-
ment: but Cicero, to [how his contempt of money,
and difintereftednefs in the caufe, refolved to put
the Ifland to no charge on his account ; and'in all
the places to which he came, took up his.quarters
with his particular friends and acquaintance in a
private manner, and at his own expenfe ™’

The Sicilians received him every where 'with
all the honors due to his uncommon generofity,
and the pains which he was taking in their fer-
vice: but at Syracufe he met with fome little af-
fronts from the influence of the Prztor Metellus,
who employed all his power to obfiruct his inqui-
ries, and difcourage the people from giving him
information. He was invited however hy the VIa-
giltrates with great relpeé into their Senate, where
after he had expoftulated with them a lictle for the
gilt Statue of Verres, which ftood there before his
face, and the teftimonial which they had fent to
Rome in his favor; they excufed themfelves to
him in their fpeeches, and alledged , ““ that what they
had been induced to do on that occafion was the
effect of force and fear, obtained by the intrigues
of a few, againft the general inclination;” and to
convince him of their fincerity ; delivered into his
hands the authentic accounts of many robberies and
injuries which their own City had fuffered from

G 3




84 EH.E 2k BF Er OF

Verres in common with the reft of the Province.
As {oon as Cicero retired, they declared his counfin
Lucius the public gueft and friend of the City, for
having fignified the fame good will towards them,
which Cicero liimfelf bad always done; and, by a
fecond decree, revoked the public praifes which
they had before given to Verres. Here Cicero’s
old Antagonift, Cuecilius, appealed againft them
to the Pretor; which provoked the populace to
fuch a degree , that Cicero could hardly reftrain
them. from doing him violence: the Pretor dif-
mifled the Senate, and declared their a& to be
irregular, and would not fuffer a copy of it to be
given to Cicero; whom he reproached at the fame
timme for betraying the digni;y of Rome, by fub-
mlttmg not only to fpeak in a foreign bcnatr_ but
1 a foreign language, and to talk Greek among
Grecians **. But Cicero anfwered him with fuch
fpirit and refolution, urging the fancion of the
laws, and the penalty of condemning them, that
the Preetor was forced at lalt to let him carry away
all the vouchers and records which he required *'.
But the City of Meffana continued obftinate to
the laft, and firm to it’s engagements with Ver-
res: fo that when Cicero came thither, he re-
ceived no compliments from the Magiftrates, no
offer of refrefhments or quarters; but was left to
fhift for himfelf, and to be taken care of by private
friends. An indignity, he fays, which had never
been offered before to a Senator of Rome; whom
there was not a King or City upon earth, that was
not proud to invite and accommodate with a
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lodging. But he mortified them for it feverely at
the trial, and threatened to call them to an account
before the Senate, as for an affront to the whole
order '*." After he had finifhed his bufinefs in Sicily,
having realon to apprehend fome danger inreturning
home by land, not only from the robbers, who
infefted all thofe roads , but from the malice and
contrivance of Verres, he chofe to come back by
fea, and arrived at Rome, to the furprife of his
adverfaries, much fooner than he was expe&ed ¥/,
and full charged with moft manifeft proofs of
Verres’s guilt.

On his return he found, what he fufpected, a
firong cabal formed to prolong the affair by all the
arts of delay which intereft or money could pro-
cure **, with defign to throw it off at leaft to the
next year , when Hortenfius and Metellus were to
be Confuls, and Metellus's brother a Pretor, by
whofe united authority the profecution might eafily
be baffled : and they had already carried the matter
fo far, that there was not time enough left within
the current year to ge through the caufe in the or-
dinary forms. This put Cicero upon a new pro-
jeét, of thortening the method of the proceeding *,
fo as to bring it to an iffue at any rate before the
prefent Pretor M. Glabrio and his affeffors, who
were like to be equal Judges *°. Inftead there-
fore of fpending any time in fpeaking, or employ-
ing his eloquence, as ufual, in enforcing and ag-
gravating the feveral articles of the charge, he re-
folved to do nothing more than produce his wit-
nefles, and offer them to be interrogated: where
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the novelty of the thing, and the notoriety of the
guilt , which appeared at once from the very re-
cital of the depofitions, fo confounded Hortenfius,
that he had nothing to fay for his Client; who, de-
fpaumcofalidcfcncc fubmitted, WJthoutexpe&mg
the fentence , to a voluntary exﬂe

From this accmmt it appears , that of the feven
excellent orations , which now remain on the fubje&®
of this trial, the two firft only were fpoken, the
one called the Divination , the other the firft action,
which is nothing more, than a general Preface to
the whole caufe: the other five were publifhed af-
terwards, as they were prepared and intended to
be fpoken, if Verres had made a regular defence:
for as this was the only caule mn which Cicero
had yet been engaged, or ever defigned to be en-
gaged as an accufer, fo he was willing to leave
thefe orations as a fpecimen of his abilities in that
way, and the pattern of a juft and diligent im-
peachment of a great and corrupt magiftrate **

In the firk conteft with Czxcilius he eftimates
the damages of the Slmlmm at above eight hun-
dred thoufand pounds °*; but this was a computa-
tion at large, before he was diftinétly informed of
the fadts: for after he had been in Sicily, and feen
what the proofs actually amounted to , he charges
them at fomewhat lefs than half that fum **: and
though the law in thefe cafes gave double damages,
yet no more feems to have been allowed in this
than the fingle fum ; which gave occafion, as Plu-
tarch intimates, to a fufpicion of fome corrup-
tion, or connivance in Cicero, for fuffering fo
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great an abatement of the fine : but if there was
any abatement atall, it muft needs have been made
by the confent of all parties, out of regard perhaps
to Verres's fubmiffion , and fhortening the trouble of
the Profecutors : for it is certain, that fo far from
leaving any imputation of that fort upon Cicero,
it highly raifed the reputation both of his abilities
and integrity , as of one, whom neither money
could bribe, nor power terrify from profecuting
a public oppreflfor ; and the Sicilians ever after
retaiced the higheft fenfe of his fervices, and on
all occafions teftified the utmoft zeal for his perfon
and 1interefls.

From the conclufion of thefe orations we may
obferve, that Cicero’s vigor in this caufe had drawn
upon him the envy and ill will of the Nobility:
which was fo far however from moving him,
that in open defiance of it he declares, © that
® the Nobles were natural enemies to the virtue
« and induftry of all new men; and, as if they
« were of another race and {pecies, could never
be reconciled or induced to favor them, by
any obfervance or good offices whatfoever:
that for his part therefore, like many others
before him, he would purfue his own courfe,
and make his way to the favor of the people,
and the honors of the ftate, by his diligence
and faithful fervices, without regarding the
quarrels to which he might expofe himfelf. —
That if in this trial the Judges did not anfwer
« the good opinion which he had conceived of
“ them, he was refolved to profecute, not only

G 4

<
(49
(43
€
<

<C

(44

149




28 THE EPFE OF

“ thofe who were actually gtlllty of corruption,
« but thofe too who were privy to it: and if any
* fhould be fo audacious, as to attempt by power
“ or artifice to influence the Bench, and fkreen
“ the criminal, he would call him to anfwer for
¢ it before the people , and fhow himf{elf more vi-
“ gorous in purfuing him than he had been even
“ in profecuting Verres “. ”

But before I difmifs the caufe of Verres, it
will not be improper to add a fhort account of
fome of his principal ¢rimes, in order to give the
reader a clearer notion of the ufual method of
governing Provinces, and explain the grounds of
thofe frequent impeachments and public trials,
which he will meet with in the fequel of this
Hiftory , for though few of their Governors ever
came up to the full meafure of Verres's iniquity,
yet the greateft part were guilty in fome degree
of every kind of oppreffion, with which Verres
himfelf was charged. This Cicero frequently in-
timates in his pleading, and urges the neceffity of
condemning him for the fake of the example, and
to prevent fuch practices from growing too general
to be controlled *°

The accufation was divided into four heads;
1. Of corruption in judging caufes; 2. Of extor-
tion in colleing the tithes and revenues of the
Republic ; 3. Of plundering the fubjects of their
ftatues and wrought plate, which was his peculiar
talte; 4. Of illegal and tyrannical punifhments.
1 fhall give a fpecimen or two of cach from the
great number that Cicero has collected , which yet,
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as he tells us, was but a fmall extra®t from an
infinitely greater, of which Verres had been actually
guilty,

There was not an eftate in Sicily , of any con-
fiderable value, which bad been difpofed of by
will for twenty years palt, where Verres had not
his emiflaries at work to find fome flaw in the title,
or fome omiffion in executing the conditions of
the Teftator, as a ground of extorting mouey from
the Heir. Dio of Halefa, a man of eminent
quality , was in quiet pofleffion of a great inherit-
ance , left to him by the will of a relation, who
had enjoined him to erect certain Statues in the
fquare of the City , on the penalty of forfeiting
the eftate to the Erycinian Venus. The Scatues
were erected according to the will; yet Verres
having found fome little pretence for cavilling,
fuborned an obfcure Sicilian, one of his own In-
formers, to fue for the eftate in the name of Ve-
nus ; and when the caufe was brought before him,
forced Dio to compound with him for about
nine thoufand pounds, and to yield to him alfo
a famous breed of mares, with all the valuable
plate and furniture of his houfe .

Sopater, an eminent Citizen of Halici, had
been accufed before the late Pretor C. Sacerdos of
a capital crime, of which he was honorably ac-
quitted : but when Verres fucceeded to the govern-
ment, the Profecutors renewed their charge, and
brought him to a fecond trial before their new
Prztor; to which Sopater, trufting to his inno-
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cence and the judgment of Sacerdos , readily fub-
mitted  without any apprehenfion of danger.
After one hearing the caufe was adjourned , when
Timarchides , the freedman and principal agent of
Verres, came to Sopater, and admonifhed him as
a friend , not to depend too much on the good-
nefs of his caufe and his former abfolution, for
that his adverfaries had refolved to offer money
to the Praztor, who would rather take it for fa-
ving, than deltroying a criminal, and was un-
willing likewife to reverfe the judgment of his
predeceflor. Sopater , furprifed at this intima-
tion, and not knowing what anfwer to make, pro-
mifed to confider of it; but declared himfelf un-
able to advance any large fum. Upon confult-
ing his friends, they all advifed him to take the
hint, aod make up the matter ; fo that in a fecond
meeting with Timarchides, after alledging his par-
ticular want of money , he compounded the affair
for about feven hundred pounds, which he paid
down upon the fpot . He now took all his
trouble to be over: but after another hearing ,
the caufe was fill adjourned; and “Timarchides
came again to let him know, that his accufers had
offered a much larger fum than what he had
given, and advifed him , if he was wife , to con-
fider well what he had to do. But Sopater, pro-
voked by a proceeding fo impudent , had not the
patience even to hear Timarchides, but flatly told
_him , that they might do what they pleafed, for
he was determined to give no more. All his friends
were of the fame mind, imagining, that whatever
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Verres himfelf might intend to do, he would not
be able to draw the other judges into it, being all
men of the firlt figure in Syracule , who had judged
the fame caufe already with the late Prztor, and
acquitted Sopater. When the third hearing came
on, Verres ordered Petilius, a Roman Knight,
who was one of the Bench, to go and hear a pri-
vate caufe , which was appointed for that day, and
of which he was likewife the Judge. Petilius re-
fuled, alledging that the reft of his affeflors
would be engaged in the prefent trial.  But Verres
declared , that they might all go with him too if
they pleafed, for he did not defire to detain them;
upon which they all prefeatly withdrew, fome to
fit as Judges, and fome to ferve their friends in
the other caufe. Minucius, Sopater’s advocate,
feeing the Bench thus cleared, took it for granted
that Verres would not proceed in the trial that
day, and was going out of the Court along with
the reft; when Verres called him back, and or-
dered him to enter upon the defence of his Client.
“ Defend him!” fays he, “before whom? Before
me”, replies Verres, * if you think me worthy to
try a paultry Greek and Sicilian. I do not difpute
your worthinels ”, fays Minucius, * but wilh
only that your Affeffors were prefent, who were
fo well acquainted with the merits of the caufe.
Begin , I tell you”, fays Verres, ““for they can-
not be prefent.” Nomore can 1, ” replied Minucius;
“for Petilius begged of me alfo to go, and fit
with him upon the other trial. ” And when Verres
with many threats required him to ftay, he ablo-
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lutely refufed to a&, fince the Bench was dif:
mifled, and fo left the Court together with all the
reft of Sopater’s friends. — This fomewhat difcom-
pofed Verres; but after he had been whifpered
feveral times by his Clerk Timarchides, he com-
manded Sopater to fpeak what he had to fay in
his own defence. Sopater implored him by all
the Gods not to proceed to fentence, till the reft
of the Judges could be prefent: but Verres called
for the witnefles, and after he had heard one or
two of them in a fummary way, without their
being interrogated by any one, put an end to the
trial , and condemned the Criminal *’.

Among the various branches of Verres’s illegal
gains, the fale of offices was a confiderable article :
for there was not a Magiftracy of any kind to be
difpofed of either by lot or a free vote, which he
did not arbitrarily fell to the beft bidder. The
Prielthood of Jupiter at Syracufe was of all others
the moft honorable: the method of eleding into
it 'was to chufe three by a general vote out of
three feveral clafles of the Citizens, whofe names
were afterwards caft into an urn, and the firft of
them that was drawn out obtained the Priefthood.
Verres had fold it to Theomnaftus, and procured
him to be named in the firlt inftance among the
three ; but as the remaining part was to be decided
by lot, people were in great expe@ation to fee how
he would manage that which was not fo eafily in
his power. He commanded therefore in the firlt
place, that Theomnaftus fhould be declared Prieft
without cafting lots; but when the Syracufans
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remonfirated againftitas contrary to their religion
and the law, he called for the law, which order-
ed, that as many lots fhould be made, as there
were perfons nominated, and that he, whofe
name came out the firft, fhould be the Prieft.
He alked them, How many were nominated ; they
anfwered , Three; “and what more then”, fays he,
““i1s required by the law, than that three lots
fhould be caft, and one of them drawn out?”
They anfwered, Nothing: upon which he prefently
ordered three lots, with Theomnaftus’s name upon
every one of them, to be caflt into the urn, and
fo by drawing out any one, the eleGtion was de-
termined in his favor™.

The tenth of the corn of all the conquered
Towns in Sicily belonged to the Romans, as it
had formerly done to their own Princes, and was
always gathered in kind and fent to Rome: but as
this was not fufficient for the public ufe, the Pre-
tors had an appointment alfo of money from the
treafury , to purchafe fuch farther ftores as were ne-
ceflary for the current year. Now the manner of
collecting and afcertaining the quantity of the
tithes was fettled by an old law of King Hiero,
the molt moderate and equitable of all their an-
cient Tyrants: but Verres, by a firange fort of
edi&t, ordered, ““that the owner (hould pay whatever
the Colle@®or demanded ; but if he exacted more than
his due, that he fhould be liable to a fine of eight
times the value’. By this Edi& he threw the
property, as it were of the Ifland into the power
of his officers, to whom he had farmed out the
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tithes; who in virtue of the new law feized into
their hands the whole crop of every Town, and
obliged the owners to give them whatever fhare
of it, or compofition in money they thought fit;
and if any refufed, they not only plundered
them of all their goods, but even tortured their
perfons, till they had forcedthem to a compliance ",
By this means Verres having gathered a {ufficient
quantity of corn from the very tithes to fupply
the full demand of Rome, put the whole money,
that he had received from the treafury, into his
own pocket” , and ufed to brag, that he had
got enough from this fingle article te fkreen him
from any impeachment: and not without reafon;
fince one of his Clerks, who had the management
of this corn-money, was proved to have got above
ten thoufand pounds from the wvery fees which
were allowed for collecting it "*. The poor
Hufbandmen in the mean time, having no remedy,
were forced to run away from their hounfes, and
defert the tillage of the ground; fo that from the
regilters, which were puncually kept in every
Town, of all the occupiers of arable lands in the
Ifland, it appeared, that during the three years
government of Verres, above two thirds of the
whole number had entirely deferted their farms,
and left their lands uncultivated ”°.

Apronius, 2 man of infamous life and character,
was the principal farmer of the tithes: who when
reproached with the cruelty of his exa®ions, made
no fcruple to own, that the chief fhare of the
gain was placed to the account of the Prxtor.
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Thefe words were charged upon him in the pre-
fence of Verres and the Magiltrates of Syracufe
by one Rubrius, who offered a wager and trial
upon the proof of them; but Verres, without
fhowing any concern or emotion at it, privately
took care to hufh up the matter, and prevent the
difpute from proceeding any farther 7

The fame wager was offered a fecond time, and
in the fame public manner, by one Scandilius,
who loudly demanded Judges to decide it: to
which Verres, not being able to appeafe the cla-
mor of the man, was forced to confent, and nam-
ed them prefently ont of his own band, Cornelius
his Phyfician,, Volufius his Soothfayer , and Valerius
his Crier; to whom he ufually referred all dif-
putes, in which he had any intereft. Scandilius
infited to bave them named out of the Magif-
trates of Sicily, or that the matter fhould be re-
ferred to Rome: but Verres declared, that he
would not truft a caufe in which his own reputation
was at ftake, to any but his own friends; and when
Scandilius refufed to produce his proofs before
fuch arbitrators, Verres condemned him in the
forfeiture of bis wager, which was forty pounds,
to Apronius”’

C. Heius was the principal Citizen of Meffana,
where he lived very fplendidly in the moft mag-
nificent hounfe of the city, and ufed to receive all
the Roman I\’Iag:&rateq with great hofpitality. He
had a Chapel in his houfe, built by his anceltors,
and furnifhed with certain images of the Gods, of
admirable fculpture and ineltimable value. On
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one fide ftood a Cupid of marble, made by Praxi-
teles: on the other, a Hercules of brafs, by Miron;
with a little altar before each God, to denote the
religion and fanctity of the pldbe. There were
likewife two other figures of brafs of two young
women, called Canephorz, with balkets on their
heads, carrying things praper for facrifice after the
manner of the Athenmm, the work of Pelycletus.
Thefe ftatues were an ornament not only to
Heius, but to Meflana itfelf, being known to every
body at Rome, and cun[‘tdnLly vifited by all
ftrangers, to whom Heius’s houfe was always open.
The Cupid bad been borrowed by C. Claudius,
for the decoration of the Forum in his Edilefhip,
and was carefully fent back to IMeffana; but
Verres, while he was Heius’s gueflt, would never
fuffer him to reft, till he had fiript his Chapel of
the Gods and the Canephorz; and to cover the ad
from an appearance of robbery, forced Heius to
enter them into his accounts, as if they had been
fold to him for fifty pounds; whereas at a public
anction in Rome, as Cicero fays, they had known
one (ingle ftatue of brafs, of a moderate fize, fold a
lictle before for a thoufand ”°. Verres had feen
likewile at Heius’s houfe a fuit of curious Tapefltry,
reckoned the beft in Sicily, being of the kind
which was called Attalic, richly interwoven with
gold, this he refolved allo to extore from Heius,
but not till' he had fecured the ftatues. As foon
therefore as he left Mellana, he began to urge
Heius by letters, to fend him the tapeﬁ:ry to Agri-
gentum, for fome particular fervice which he
pretended ;
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pretended; but when he had once got it into his
hands, be never reftored it”. Now Meflana,
as it is faid above, was the only City of Sicily
that perfevered to the laft in the intereft of Verres;
and at the time of the trial fent a pubhc teftimo-
nial in his praife by a deputation of it’s eminent
Citizens, of which this very Heius was the chief,
Yet when he came to be mterrogated and crofs-
examined by Cicero, he frankly declared, that
though he was obliged to perform what the
authority of bis City had impofed upon him, yet
that he had been plundered by Verres of his Gods,
which were left to him by his Anceftors, and
which he never would have parted with on any
conditions whatfoever, if it had been in his power
to keep them ®°. :

Verres had in his family two brothers of Cili.
cia, the one a Painter, the other a Sculptor, on
whole judgment he chiefly relied in his choice of
pictures and fatues, and zall other pieces of art.
They had been forced to fly from their country
for robbing a Temple of Apollo, and were now em-
ployed to huat out every thing that was curious
and valuable in Sicily , whether of public or pri-
vate property. ‘Thefe brothers haviong given
Verres notice of a large filver Ewer, belonging to
Pamphilus of Lilybzum , of moft elegant work,
made by Bethus®, Verres immediately fent for
it, and feized it for his own ufe: and while Pam.
philus was fitting penfive at home, lamenting the
lofs of his rich veflel, the chief ornament of his
fide-board, and the pride of his feails, aunother
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meflenger came running to him, with orders to
bring two filver cups allo, which he was known to
have, adorned with figures in relief, to be fhown
to the Praxtor. Pamphilus, for fear of greater
mifchief, took up his cups and carried them away
himfelf; when he came to the palace, Verres hap-
pened to be afleep, but the brothers were walking
in the Hall, and waiting to receive him; who, as
foon as they faw him, aflked for the cups, which
he accordingly produced. They commended the
work ; whilit he with a forrowful face began to
complain, that if they took his cups from him, he
fhould have nothing of any value left in his houfe.
The brothers, feeing his concern, alked how much
he would give to preferve them; in a word, they
demanded forty crowns; he offered twenty: but
while they were debating, Verres awaked and called
for the cups; which being prefently fhown to
bim, the brothers took occafion to obferve, that
they did not anfwer to the account that had been
given of them, and were but of paultry work,
not fit to be feen among his plate; to whofe
authority Verres readily fubmitted, and fo Pam-
philus faved his cups **.

1n the City of Tindaris there was a celebrated
Image of Mercury, which had been reftored to
them from Carthage by Scipio, and was worfhip-
ped by the people with (ingular devotion, and an
annual Feftival. This flatue Verres refolved to
have, and commanded the chief Magiftrate, So-
pater, to fee it taken down and conveyed to Mef-
fana. But the people were fo inflamed and muti-
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nous upon it, that Verres did not perfift in his de-
mand at that time; but when he was leaving the
place, renewed his orders to Sopater, with fevere
threats, to fee his command executed. Sopater
propofed the matter to the Senate, who univerfally
protefied againft it: in fhort Verres returned to
the Town, and inquired for the ftatue; but was
told by Sopater, that the Scnate would not fuffer
it to be taken down, and had made it capital for
any one to meddle with it without their orders.
“Do not tell me,” fays Verres, * of your Senate
and your orders; if you do not prefently deliver
the [tatue, you. fhall be fcourged to death with
rods.” Sopater with tears moved the affair again
to the Senate, and related the Prztor’s threats;
but in vain; they broke up in diforder, without
giving any anfwer. This was reported by Sopater
to Verres, who was fitting in his Tribunal: it
was the midit of winter, the weather extremely
cold, and it rained very heavily, when Verres
ordered Sopater to be firipped and carried into
the market- place, and there to be tied upon an
Equeftrian ftatue of C. Marcellus, and expofed
naked as he was, to the rain and the cold, and
ftretched in a kind of torture upon the brazen
horfe; where he mult neceffarily have perifhed ,
if the people of the Town, out of compalfion to
him, had not forced their Senate to grant the
Mercury to Verres *.

Young Antiochus, King of Syria, having been
at Rome to claim the Kingdom of Egypt in right
of his mother, pafled through Sicily at this time
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on his return home, and came to Syracufe’; where
Verres, who knew that he had a great treafure
with him, received him with a particular civility;
made him large prefents of wine, and all refrefh-
ments for his table, and entertained him moft
magnificently at fupper. The King, pleafed with
this compliment, invited Verres in his turn to fup
with him; when his fide-board was dreffed out
in a royal manner with his richeft plate, and many
vellels of folid gold fet with precious ftones;
among which there was a large Jug for wine,
made out of one entire gem, with a handle of
gold to it. Verres greedily furveyed and admired
every piece ; and the King rejoiced to fee the
Roman Prztor fo well fatisfied with his entertain-
ment. ‘The next morning Vérres fent to the King
to borrow fome of his choiceft veflels, and par-
ticularly the Jug, for the fake of fhowing them,
as he pretended, to his own workmen; all which
the King, baving no fufpicion of him, readily
fent. But befides thefe veflels of domeftic ufe,
the King had brought with him a large Candle-
ftick, or Branch for feveral lights, of ineftimable
value, all made of precious (tones, and adorned
with the richeft jewels, which he had defigned for
an offering to Jupiter Capitolinus; but finding the
repairs of the Capitol not finithed, and no plice
yet ready for the reception of his offering, he
refolved to carry it back without fhowing it to
any body, that the beauty ofit might be new and
the more furprifing, when it came to be firft feen
in that Temple. Verres having got intelligence
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of this Candleftick, fent again to the King, to beg
by all means that he would favor him with a fight
of it, promifing that he would not fuffer any one
elfe to fee it. The king fent it prefently by his
fervants, who after they had uncovered and thown
it to Verres, expected to carry it back with them
to the King ; but Verres declared, that he .could
not {ufficiently admire the beauty of the work,
and mult have more time to contemplate it; and
obliged them therefore to go away and leave it
with him. Several days paffed, and the King
heard nothing from Verres; fo that he thought
proper t6 remind him by a civil meffage of fend-
ing back the veflels: but Verres ordered the fer-
vants to call again fome other time. In fort,
after a fecond meffage with no better fuccefs, the
King was forced to fpeak to Verres himfelf: upon
which Verres earneltly entreated him to make him
a prefent of the Candleflick. The Kiag affirmed
it to be impofiible, on the account of his vow to
Jupiter, to which many nations were witneffes.
Verres then began to drop fome threats; but find-
ing them of no more effect than his entreaties, he
commanded the King to depart inftantly out of his
Province; declaring, that he had received intel-
ligence of certain Pirates, who were coming from
his Kingdom to invade Sicily. The poor King
finding himfelf thus abufed and robbed of his trea-
fure, went into the great fquare of the City, and
in a public affembly of the people, calling upon
the Gods and men to bear teltimony to the injury,
made a folemn dedication to Jupiter of the Candle-
{5 fie-
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ftick, which he had vowed and defigned for the
Capitol , and which Verres had forcibly taken
from him *.

When any veflel, richly laden, happened to
arrive in the ports of Sicily, 1t was generally feiz-
ed by his fpies and mio&mcrc on pretence of 1t’s
commq from Spain, and bmnq filled with Serto-
rius’s foldiers : and when the Gomranders: esihis
bited their bills of lading, with a fample of their
goods , to prove themfelves to be fair traders,
who came from different quarters of the world,
fome producing Tyrian purple, others Arabian {pi-
ces, fome jewels and precious {tones, others Greek
wines, and Afiatic flaves; the very proof, by which
they hoped to fave ‘themfelves, was their certain
ruin: Verres declared their goods to have been ac-
quired by piracy, and feizing the fhips with their
cargoes to his own ufe , committed the whole crew
to prifon, though the greateft part of them per-
haps were Roman Citizens. There was a famous
dungeon at Syracufe, called the Latomiz, of a
valt and horrible depth, dug out of a folid rock,
svhich having originally been a quarry of {tone, was
converted to a prifon by Dionyfius the Tyrant.
Here Verres kept great numbers of Roman Citizens
in chains, whom he had firft injured to a degree
that made it neceffary to deltroy them; whence
few or none ever faw the light again, but were
commonly ftrangled by his orders **.

One Gavius however, a Roman Citizen of the
Town of Cofa, happened to efcape from this
dreadful place, and run away to Meflana; where
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fancying himfelf out of danger, and being ready
to embark for Italy, he began to talk of the inju-
ries which he had received, and of going ftraight
to Rome, where Verres fhould be fure to hear of
him. But he might as well have faid the words
in the Pretor’s Palace as at Meffana; for he was
prefently feized and fecured till Verres's arrival,
who coming thither foon after, condemned him as
a {py of the fugitives, firlt to be fcourged in the
market- place, and then nailed to a crofs erected
for the purpofe on a confpicuous part of the fhore,
and looking towards Italy, that the poor wretch
might have the additional mifery of fuffering that
cruel death in fight 2s it were of his home *“.

The coafts of Sicily being much invelted by
Pirates, it was the cuftom of all Prztors to fit out
a fleet every year, for the protection of it’s trade
and navigation. This fleet was provided by a
contribution of the maritime Towns, each of which
ufually furnifhed a fhip, with a certaingmmber of
men and provifions: but Verres for a valuable
confideration fometimes remitted the fhip , and
always difcharged as many of the men as were
able to pay for it. A fleet however was equipped
of feven fhips; but for fhow rather than fervice,
without their complement either of men or ftores,
and wholly unfit to act againlt an enemy; and
the command of it was given by him, not to his
Quzltor, or one of his Lieutenants, asit was ufual,
but to Cleomenes a Syracufian, whofe wife was
his miftrefs, that he might enjoy her company the
more freely at home , while the hufband was
; H 4
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employed abroad. For inftead of fpending the Sum-
mer, as other Governors ufed to do, in a progrefs
through his province, he quitted the palace of
Syracufe, and retired to a little Ifland adjoining to
the City , to lodge in tents, or rich pavilions,
pitched clofe by the fountain of Arethufa; where
forbidding the approach of men or bufinefs to
difturb him , he palfed two of the hot months in
the company of his favorite women, in all the
delicacy of pleafure that art and luxury could
invent *’.

The fleet in the mean time failed out of Syra-
cufe in great pomp , and faluted Verres and his
company as it paffed; when the “ Roman Pretor,”
fays Cicero, “who had not been feen before for
many days, fhowed himfelf at laft to the failors,
ftanding on the (hore in flippers, with a purple
cloak and veflt flowing down on his heels, and
leaning on the fhoulder of a girl, to view this
formidabledquadron **:” which, infiead of fcouring
the feas, E?ﬂed no farther after feveral days, than
into the port of Pachynus. Here, as they lay peace-
ably at anchor, they were furprifed with an
account of a number of Pirate Frigates, lying in
another harbour very near to them : upon which
the admiral Cleomenes cut his cables in a great
fright, and with all the fail that he could make,
Hled away towards Pelorus, and efcaped to land:
the reft of the fhips followed him as falt as they
could; but two of them, which failed the floweft,
were taken by the Pirates, and one of the Captains
killed : the other Captains quitted their fhips, as
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Cleomenes had done, and got fafe to land. The
Pirates finding the fhips deferted, fet fire to them
all that evening, and the next day failed boldly
into the port of Syracule, which reached into the
very heart of the Town; where after they had
fatisfied their ‘curiofity , and filled the City with a
general terror, they failed out again at leifure, and
in good order, in a kind of triumph over Verres
and the authority of Rome*®’.

The news of a Roman fleet burnt, and Syracufe
infulted by Pirates, made a great noife through all
Sicily. The Captains, in excufe of themlfelves,
were forced to tell the truth; that their fhips were
fcandaloufly unprovided both with men and ftores,
and in no condition to face an epemy, each of
them relating how many of their failors had been
difcharged by Verres’s particular orders, on whom
the whole blame was juflly laid. When this came
to his ears, he fent for the Captains, and after
threatening them very feverely for talking in that
manner, forced them to declare, and to teftify it
alfo in writing, that every one of their fhips had
it's full complement of all things neceffary : but
finding after all, that there was no way of flifling
the clamor, and that it would neceffarily reach to
Rome, he refolved for the extenuation of his own
crime to facrifice the poor Captains, and put them
all to death, except the Admiral Cleomenes, the
moft criminal of them all, and at his requeft the
Commander alfo of his fhip. In confequence of
this refolution, the four remaining Captains, after
fourteen days from the action, when they fufpected
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no danger, were arrefted and clapt into irons.
They were all young men of the principal fa-
milies of Sicily , fome of them the only fons of
aged parents, who came prefently in great confter-
nation to Syracufe, to folicit the Prxtor for their
pardon. But Verres was inexorable ; and having
thrown them into his dungeon, where no body was
fuffered to fpeak with them, condemned them to
lofe their beads; whillt all the fervice that their
unhappy parents could do for them, was to bribe
the executioner to difpatch them with one ftroke,
inftead of more, which he brutally refufed to do,
unlefs he was paid for it, and to purchafe of
Timarchides the liberty of giving them burial **

It bappened however before this lofs of the
fleet, that a fingle Pirate (hip was taken by Verres’s
Lieutenants, and brought into Syracufe, which
proved to be a very rich prize, and had on board
a great number of handfome young fellows. There
was a band of muficians among them, whom Ver-
res fent away to Rome a prelent to a friend ; and
the relt, who had either youth or beauty, or [kill
in any art , were diltributed to his Clerks and de-
pendents, to be kept for his ule; but the few who
were old and deformed, were committed to the
dungeon and referved for punifhment *', The
Captain of thefe Pirates had long been a terror to
the Sicilians; fo that they were all eager to fee his
perfon, and to feed their eyes with his execution :
but being rich, he found means to redeem his head,
and was carefully kept out of fight, and conveyed
to fome private cuftody, till Verres could make
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the beft market of him. The people in the mean
time grew impatient and clamorous for the death
of the Pirates, whom all other Pretors ufed to
execute as foon as taken; and knowing the num-
ber of them to be great, could not be fatisfied
with the few old and decrepit, whom Verres wil-
Iingly facrified to their refentment. He took this
opportunity therefore to clear the dungeon of
thofe Roman Citizens, whom he had referved for
fuch an occafion, and now brought ont to execu-
tion as a part of the Piratical crew; but to pre-
vent the imprecations and cries, which Citizens
ufed to make of their being free Romans, and to
hinder their being known alfo to any other Citi-
zens there prefent, he produced them all with
their heads and faces fo mufiled up, that they
could neither be heard or feen, and in that cruel
manner deftroyed great numbers of innocent men .
But to finifh at laft this whole ftory of Verres:
After he had lived many years in a miferable exile,
forgotten and deferted by all his friends, he is faid
to have been relieved by the generofity of Ci-
cero **; yet was profcribed and murdered after
all by MMarc Anthony , for the fake of his fine ftatues
and Corinthian veflels, which he refufed to pait
with **: happy only, as La&antius fays, before
his death, to have feen the more deplorable end
of his old enemy and accufer Cicero **

But neither the condemnation of this criminal,
nor the conceflions already made by the Senate ,
were able to pacify the difcontents of the people:
they demanded full, as loudly as.ever, the refto-
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ration of the Tribunician power, and the right of
judicature to the Equefirian order; till after various
contefts and tumults, excited annually on that
account by the Tribunes, they were gratified this
year in them both ; in the firt by Pompey the
Conful, in the fecond by L. Cotta the Prxtor *.
‘The Tribunes were ftrenuoufly affifted in all this
firuggle by J. Cefar ™, and as firenuoufly op-
pofed by all who wifhed well to the tranquillity
of the City : for long experience had fhown , that
they had always been , not only the chief dif-
turbers of the public peace, by the abufe of their
extravagant power ; but the confant tools of all
the ambitious, who had any defigns of advan-
cing themlelves above the laws **: for by cor-
rupting one or more of the Tribunes, which they
were fure to effect by paying their full price, they
could either obtain from the people whatever
they wanted , er obfiru@ at leaft whatever fhould
be attempted againfl them; fo that this ac was
generally difliked by the better fort, and gave a
fufpicion of no good intentions in Pompey; who
to remove all jealoufies againft him on this, or
any other account, voluntarily took an oath, that
on the expiration of his Confulfhip he would accept
no public command or government , but content
himfelf with the condition of a private Senator **.’

Plutarch fpeaks of this a@, as. the efe@ of
Pompey’s gratitude to the people for the extraor-
dinary honors which they had heaped upon him;
but Cicero makes the beft excufe for it after Pom-
pey’s death, which the thing itfelf would bear,
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by obflerving , that a Statefman mult always
confider ‘not only what is beft, but what is ne-
ceffary to the times ; that Pompey well knew the
impatience of the people ; and that they would not
bear the lofs of the Tribunician power much longer;
and it was the part therefore of a good Citizen,
not to leave to a bad one the credit of doing what
was too popular to be withfiood **°. But what-
ever were Pompey’s views in the reftitution of this
power, whether he wanted the f(kill or the incli-
nation to apply it to any bad purpofe, itis certain,
that he had caufe to repent of it afterwards, when
Cwfar, who had a better head with a worfe heart,
took the advantage of it to his ruin; and by the
help of the Tribunes was fupplied both with the
power and the pretext for overturning the Re-
public '

As to the other difpute, about reftoring the
right of judging to the Knights , it was thought the
beft way of correcting the infolence of the Nobles,

- to fubje@ them to the judicature of an inferior

order, who from a natural jealoufy and envy towards
them, would be fure to punifh their oppreflions
with proper feverity. It was ended however at
laft by a compromife, and a new law was prepared
by common confent, to veft his power jointly in
the Senators and the Knights; from each of which
orders a certain number was to be drawn annually
by lot, to fit in judgment together with the Pre-
tor upon all caufes ***

But for the more effectual cure of that general
licence and corruption of morals, which had
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infedted all orders , another remedy was alfo provid-
ed this year, an ele@ion of Cenfors: it ought
regularly to have been made every five years, but
had now been intermitted from the time of Sylla
for about feventeen. Thefe Cenfors were the guardi-
ans of the difcipline and manners of the City ™,
and had a power of punifh vice and immorality by

fome mark of infamy in all ranks of men, from"

the higheft to the loweft. The perfons now chofen
were L. Gellius and Cn. Lentulus; both. of them
mentioned by Cicero as his particular acquaintance,
and the laft as his intimate friend . Their aun-
thority,, after fo long an intermiffion, was exer-
cifed with that feverity which the libertinifm of
the times required; for they expelled above fixty-
four from the Senate for notorious immoralities,
the greateft part for the deteftable practice of taking
money for judging caufes ***, and among them
C. Antonius, the uncle of the Triumvir, fub-
{cribing their reafons forit, that he had plundered
the allies, declined a trial , mortgaged his lands,
and was not mafter of his eltate "**: yet this very
Antonius was elected Edile and Prztor foon after
in his proper courfe, and within fix years advan-
ced to the Confulfhip: which confirms what Cicero
fays of this Cenforian animadverfion, that it was
become merely nominal, and had no other effe®,
than of putting a man to the blufh ™",

From the impeachment of Verres, Cicero en-
tered upon the-Adilefhip , and in one of his fpeeches
gives a fhort account of the duty of it: “I am
“ now chofen Edile ,” fays he, “and am fenfible
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“ of what 1s committed to me by the Roman peo-

ple : I am to exhibit with the greatelt folemnity
“ the moft facred fports to Ceres, Liber, and
“ Libera; am to appeafe and conciliate the mo-
¢ ther Flora to the people and city of Rome by
¢ the celebration of the public games; am to fur-
“ nifh out thofe ancient (hows, the firlt which were
“ called Roman, with all poffible dignity and
Religion, in honor of Jupiter, Juno, Minerva,
¢ am to take care alfo of all the facred Edifices,
“ and indeed of the whole City, &c. ***.” The
people were paffionately fond of all thefe games
and diverfions; and the public allowance for. them
being but fmall, according to the frugality of the
old Republic, the Ediles fupplied the reft at their
own coft, and were often ruined by it. For every
part of the Empire was ranfacked for what was rare
and curious to adorn the fplendor of their thows:
the Forum, in which they were exhibited, was
ufually beautified with porticoes built for the pur.
pofe, and filled with the choiceft ftatues and pictures
which Rome and Iialy afforded. Cicero reproaches
Appius for dramning Greece and the Iflands of all
their furniture of this kind for the ornament of his
HEdilethip *: and Verres is faid to have fupplied
his friends Hortenfius and Metellus with all the
fine ftatues of which he had plundered the Pro-
vinces *'°

Several of the greatelt men of Cicero’s time had
diftinguifbed themfelves by an extraordinary ex.
penfe and magnificence in this magifiracy ; Lu-
cullus, Scaurus, Lentulus, Hortenfius ***, and

(49
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C. Antonius; who, though expelled fo lately from
the Senate, entertained the City this year with
ftage-plays, whofe fcenes were covered with filver;
in which he was followed afterwards by Murena *'*:
yet J. Cxfar outdid them all ; and in the fports
exhibited for his Father's Funeral, made the whole
furniture of the Theatre of folid filver, fo that wild
beafts were then firlt fecn to tread on that metal **':
but the excefs of his expenfe was but in proportion
to the excefls of his ambition; for the reft were
oaly purchafing the Confullhip, he the Empire.
Cicero took the middle way , and obferved the
rule which he prefcribed afterwards to his fon, of
an expenfe agreeable to his circumftances ***; {o as
neither to hurt his character by a fordid illiberal-
ity, nor his fortunes by a vain oftentation of
magnificence; fince the one, by making a man
odious, deprives him of the power of domng
good; the other, by making him neceffitous,
puts him under the temptation of doing ill: thus
Mamercus , by declining the Edilefhip through
frugality , loft the, Confulfhip *’: and Cxfar, by
his prodigality . was forced to repair his own ruin
by ruming the Republic.

But Cicero’s popularity was built on a more
fohd foundation , the affection of his Citizens, from
a fenfe of his merit and fervices; yet in com-
pliance with the cultom and humor of the City,
he furnifhed the three folemn fhows above-
mentioned , to the entire fatisfaction of the people :
an expenfe which he calls little, in refpe@ of the
great honors which he had received from them ™.
The




M T GICREBR O 113
The Sicilians, during his Edilefhip, gave him
effectual proofs of their gratitude, by fupplying
him largely with all manner of provifions, which
their ifland afforded, for the ufe of his table and
the public fealts , which he was obliged to provide
in this magiltracy : but inftead of making any
private advantage of their liberality, he applied
the whole to the benefit of the poor ; and by the
help of thisextraordinary fupply contrived to reduce
the price of vituals in the Markets *.

Hortenfius was one of the Confuls of this
year; which produced nothing memorable but the
dedication of the Capitol by Q. Lutatius Catulus.
It had been burnt down in Sylla’s time , who under-
took the care of rebuilding it, but did not live
to fee it finifhed ; which-he lamented in his laft ill-
nels, as the only thing wanting to complete his
felicity **. By his death that charge fell-to Ca-
tulus, as being Conful at the time, who dedicated
it this fummer with great pomp and folemnity,
and had the honor to have his name infcribed on
the front ",

On the occafion of this Feftival , he is faid to
have introduced fome inftances of luxury not
known before in Rome, of covering the area, in
which the people fat, with a purple veil imitating
the color of the fky , and defending from the
injuries of it; and of gilding the tiles of this
noble fabric, which were made of copper: for
though the cielings of Temples had before been
fometimes gilt, yet this was the firlt ufe of gold

on the outfide of any building **°. Thus the
VoL. L I
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Capitol, like all ancient ftructures, rofe the more
beautiful from it’s ruins ; which gave Cicero an
opportunity of paying a particular compliment to
Catulus in Verres’s trial , where he was one of the
Judges: for Verres having intercepted , as it is faid
above, the rich Candlefiick of King Antiochus,
which was defigned for the Capitol, Cicero afterhe
bad charged him with it, takes occafion to fay,
“ I addrefs myfelf here to you, Catulus, for I am
* fpeaking of your noble and beautiful monu-
“ ment: it is your part to fhow not only the
“ feverity of a judge, but the animofity of an
¢ accufer. Your honor is united with that of
this Temple, and, by the favor of the Senate
and people of Rome, your name is confecrated
with it to all polterity : 1t mult be your care
therefore that the Capitol, as it is now reftored
more fplendidly, may be furnifhed alfo more
richly than it was before: as if the fire had
“ been fent on purpofe from heaven, not to de-
“ firoy the Temple of Jupiter, but to require
¢ from us one more fhining and magnificent than
¢ the former “**.”

In this year Cicero is fuppofed to have defended
Fonteius and Czcina. Fonteius had been Prztor
of the Narbonefe Gaul for three years, and was
afterwards accufed by the people of the Province
and one of their Princes, Induciomarus, of great
oppreflion and exactions in his government , and
efpecially of impofing an arbitrary tax on the expor-
tation of their wines. There were two hearings
in the caufe , yet but one fpeech of Cicero’s

(13




MORE "€EITCERG. 115

remaining , and that fo imperfect, that we can
hardly form a judgment either of the merit, or
the iffue of it. Cicero allows the charge of the
wines to be a heavy one, if true ***; and by his
method of defence one would fufpec it to be fo,
fince his pains are chiefly employed in exciting an
averfion to the accufers, and a compaflion to the
criminal. For, to deftroy the credit of the wit-
nefles, he reprefents the whole nation, * as a
" drunken , impious , faithlefs people , natural
enemies to all religion, without any notion of
the fanétity of an oath, and polluting the altars
of their Gods with human facrifices : and what
faith, what piety, “{ayshe, ” can you imagine to
be in thofe, who think that the Gods are to be
“ appeafed by cruelty and human blood ™' 2 »
And toraife at laft the pity of the Judges , heurges
in a pathetic peroration, the interceflion and tears
of Fonteius’s fifter, one of the Veftal virgins, who
was then prefent; oppofing, the piety and prayers
of this holy fuppliant, to the barbarity and perjuries
of the impious Gauls ; and admonifhing the Bench
of the danger and arrogance of flighting the fuis
of one, whofe petitions , if the Gods fhould reject,
they themfelves muft all be undone, &c, ***.

The caufe of Cxzcina was about the right of
fucceflion to a private eftate, which depended
on a fubtile point of law *** | arifing from the
mterpretation of the Preetor’s interdict: it fhows
however, his exact knowledge and (kill in the civil
law, and that his public character and employ.

I
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ment gave no interruption to his ufual diligence
in pleading caufes.

Afier the expiration of his Edilefhip he loft
his Coufin Lucius Cicero, the late companion of
his journey to Sicily ; whofe death he laments
with all the marks of a tender affeGion , in the
following letter to Atticus.

“ You, who of all men know me the beft , will
¢ eafily conceive how much I have been afflicted,
“ and. what a lofs I have f{uftained both in my
“ public and domeftic life : for in him I had every
¢ thing which could be agreeable to a man, from
“ the obliging temper and behaviour of another.
“ 1 make no doubt therefore, but that you allo
“ are affected with it, not only for the fhare
“ which you bear in my grief , but for your own
“ Jofs of a relation and a friend , accomplifhed
“ with every virtue; who loved you, as well
« from his own inclination , as of what he unfed
¢ to hear of you from me. &c. .7

What made his kinfman’s death the more un-
lucky to him at this jun@ture was the want of his
help in making intereft for the Pretorfhip, for
which he now offered himfelf a candidate , after
the ufual interval of two years "7, from the time
of his being chofen Adile : but-the City was in
fuch a ferment all this fummer, that there was like
to be no ele@ion at all: the occafion of it arofe
from the publication of fome new laws, which were
utterly difliked and fiercely oppofed by the Senate.
‘The firflt of them was propofed in favor of Pompey
by A. Gabinius, one of the Tribunes, as a teltimony
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of their gratitude, and the firlt fruits as it were of
that power which -he had reftored to them. It
was to grant him an extraordinary commiflion for
quelling the Pirates, who infefted the coafts and
navigation of the Mediterranean, to the difgrace
of the Empire, and the ruin of all commerce **;
by which an abfolute command was conferred upon
him through all the Provinces bordering on that fea,
as far as fifty miles within land. Thefe Piraces
were grown fo ftrong, and fo audacious, that they
had taken feveral Roman Magiftrates and Ambal-
fadors prifoners, made fome fuccefsful defcents on
Italy itfelf, and burnt the navy of Rome in the very
port of Oftia '**.  Yet the grant of a power fo
exorbitant and unknown to the laws was frenuoufly
oppofed by Catulus, Hortenfius , and all the other
chiefs of the Senate , as dangerous to the public
liberty , nor fit to be intrufted to any fingle per-
fon : they alledged , “ That thefe unufual grants
 were the caufe of all the mifery that the Re-
“ public had fuffered from the Profcriptions of
¢ Marius and Sylla,, who, by a perpetual fuccef-
fion of extraordinary commands, were made
too great to be controled by the autharity of
the laws ; that though the fame abufe of power
was not to be apprechended from Pompey , yet
the thing itfelf was pernicious , and contrary to
* the conftitution-of Rome ; that the equality of
“ a Democracy required, that the public honors
“ fhould be fhared alike by all who were worthy
“ of them; that there was no other way to make
“ men worthy , and to furnifh thé City with a
13
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“ numbet and choice of experienced commanders ;

and 1if , as it was faid by fome , there were
really none at that time fit to command but
Pompey, the true reafon was, becaufe they
would fuffer none to command but Pompey **°.”

(17
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All the {friends of Lucullus were particularly active
mn the oppofition ; apprehending , that this new
commiffion would encroach upon his Province
and command in the Mithridatic war : fo that
Gabinius, to turn the popular clamor on that fide,
got a plan of the magnificent Palace, which
Lucullus was building, painted upon a banner,
and carried about the flreets by his mob; to
Intimate , that he was making all that expenfe out
of the fpoils of the Republic ™",

Catulus, in fpeaking to the people againft this
law , demanded of them, “If every thing muft
needs be committed to Pompey , what they would
do if any accident fhould befal him?” Upon which,
as Cicero fays, he reaped the jult fruit of his
virtue , when they all cried out with one voice,
that their dependence would then be upon him '**.
Pompey himfelf, who was naturally a great
diffembler, affected not only an indifference, but
a diflike to the employment, and begged of the
people to confer it on fome body elfe ; and after
all the fatigues which he had undergone in their
fervice, to give him leave to retire to the care of his
domeftic affairs , and fpare him the trouble and
odium of fo invidious a commiffion **’. But this
feeming felf-denial gave a handle only to his friends
to extol his modeflty and mntegrity the more
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effectually ; and fince there bad been a precedent
for the law a few years before , in favor of a man
much inferior both in merit and intereft , M. An-
tonius ***, it was carried againft the united auchority
of all the Magiftrates, but with the general inclination
of the people: when from the greatelt fcarcity
of provifions which had been known for a long
time in Rome , the credit of Pompey’s name funk
the price of them at once , asif plenty had been
adually reftored '’.  But though the Senate could
not hinder the law, yet they had their revenge on
Gabinius, the author of it , by preventing his
being chofen one of Pompey’s Lieutenants, which
was what he chiefly aimed at, and what Pompey
himfelf folicited "’ : though Pompey probably
made him amends for it in fome other way; fince,
as Cicero fays, he was fo neceffitous at this time,
and fo profligate , that, if he had not carried his
law , he mult have turned Pirate himfelf %7,
Pompey had a fleet of five hundred fail allowed
for this expedition , with twenty four Lieutenants
chofen out of the Senate '**; whom he diftributed
fo [kilfully through the feveral ftations of the
Mediterranean, that in lefs than fifty days he
drove the Pirates out of all their lurking holes , and
in four months put an end to the whole war: for
he did not prepare for it till the end of wiater , fet
out upon it in the beginning of {pring , and finifhed
it in the middle of fummer "’.”

A fecond law was publifhed by L. Otho, for
the affignment of diftin& feats in the Theatres to
the Equeftrian order, who ufed beforc to fig

I
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promifcuoufly with the populace : but by this law
fourteen rows of benches, next to thofe of the
Senators , were to be appropriated to their ufe; by
which he fecured to them, as Cicero fays, both
their dignity and their pleafure ***. The Senate
obtained the fame privilege of feparate feats about
a hundred years before, in the Confulfhip of
Scipio  Africanus , which highly difgulted the
people , and gave occafion fays Livy, as all
innovations are apt to do, to much debate and
cenfure ; for many of the wifer fort condemned all
fuch diftinctions in a free City, as dangerous to the
public peace: and Scipio himfelfafterwards repented,
and blamed him{elf for fuffering it ***.  Otho’s law,
we may imagine , gave ftill greater offence, as it
was a greater affront to the people, to be removed
yet farther from what of all things they were
fondeft of , the fight of plays and fhows : it was
carried however by the authority of the Tribune,
and is frequently feferred to by the Claffic writers,
as an act very memorable, and *** what made
much noife in it’s time.

C. Cornelius alfo,, another Tribune , was pufhing
forward a third law, of a graver kind, to prohibit
bribery in ele@ions by the fan@ion of the fevereft
penalties: the rigor of ithighly difpleafed the Senate,
whofe warm oppofition raifed great diforders in
the City , fo that all other bufinefs was interrupted,
the elections of magiftrates adjourned , and the
Confuls forced to have a guard. The matter how-
ever, was compounded , by moderating the feverity
of the penaltiess in a new law offered by the
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Confuls , which was accepted by Cornelius, and
enacted in proper form under the title of the Cal
purnian law, from the name of the Conful C. Cal-
purnius Pifo ™. Cicero fpeaks of it fill as rigor-
oufly drawn ***, for befides a pecuniary fine, it
rendered the guilty incapable of any public office
or place in the Senate. This Cornelius feems to
have been a brave and honeft Tribune , though
formewhat too fierce and impetuous in afferting the
rights of the Citizens ; he publifhed another law,
to prohibit any man’s being abfolved from the
obligation of the laws, except by the authority of
the people; which , though a part of the old
conftitution, had long been ufurped by the Senate,
who difpenfed with the laws by their own decrees,
and thofe often made clandeftinely , when a few
only were privy to them. The Senate being refolved
not to part with {o valuable a privilege , prevailed
with another Tribune to inhibit the publication of
it, when it came to be read ; upon which Corne-
lius took the book from the Clerk, and read it
himfelf. This was irregular, and much inveigh-
ed againft, as a violation of the rights of the Tribu-
nate ; fo that Cornelius was once more forced to
compound the matter by a milder law , forbidding
the Senate to pafs any fuch decrees, unlefs when two
hundred Senators were prefent ***. Thefe diftur-
bances however proved the occafion of an unex-
pected honor to Cicero, by giving him a more
ample aud public teftimony of the people’s affec-
tion ; for in three different affemblies convened for
the choice of Prxtors , two of which were diffolyved
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without effect, he was declared every time the firfy
Praztor, by the fuffrages of all the Centuries '**.

The Prxtor was a magiftrate next in dignity to
the Confuls , created originally as a colleague or
affiftant to them in the adminiftration of Juftice,
and to fupply their place alfo in abfence **. At
firlt there was but one; but as the dominion and
affairs of the Republic increafed , fo the number of
Praztors was gradually enlarged from one to eight.
They were chofen not as the inferior magiftrates,
by the people voting in their Tribes, but in their
Centuries as the Confuls and Cenfors alfo were. In
the firlt method, the majority of votes in each Tribe
determined the general vote of the Tribe , and a
majority of Tribes determined the ele@ion , in which
the meaneflt citizen had as good a vote as the beft:
but in the fecond the balance of power was thrown
into the hands of the better {ort, by a wife con-
trivance of one of their Kings, Servius Tullius;
who divided the whole body of the Citizens intoa
hundred and ninety three Centuries, according toa
Cenfus orvaluation of theireftates ; and thenreduced
thefe Centuries into fix Claffes according to the fame
rule, affigning to the firft or richeft Clafs ninety
feven of thefe Centuries, or a majority of the whole
number: fo that if the Centuries of the firft Clafs
agreed , the affair was over, and the votes of all
the reft infignificant ***,

The bufinefs of the Prxetors was to prefide and
judge 1n all caufes, efpecially of a public or criminal
kind , where their feveral jurifdictions were affigned
to them by lot """ ; and it fell to Cicero’s to fit upon




MS TH9CTIIC BER O 123

actions of extortion and rapine, brought againft
Magiltrates and Governors of Provinces '*°. in
which , he tells us himfelf, he had a&ed as an
accufer, fat as a judge, and prefided as Pretor **.
In this office he acquired a great reputation of
integrity by the condemnation of Licinius IMacer, a
perfon of Prxtorian dignity and great eloquence,
who would have made an eminent figure at the Bar,
if his abilities had not been fullied by the infamy ofa
vicious life *’*. “This man, as Plutarch relates it,
* depending upon his intereft, and the influence of
Craffus, who fupported him with all his power,
was fo confident of being acquitted , that without
waiting for a fentence , he went home to drefs
himfelf , and , as if already abfolved , was
returning towards the Court in a white gown ;
but being met on his way by Crallus, and in-
formed that he was condemned by the unani-
mous {uffrage of the Bench, hetook to his bed,
and died immediately. ” - The ftory is told
differently by other writers : “ That Macer was
“ adtually in the Court expeding the iffue ; but
“ perceiving Cicero ready to give judgment
againft him , he {ent one to let him know that
he was dead , and ftopping his breath at the
fame time with a handkerchief, inftantly ex.
pired ; fo that Cicero did not proceed to fen-
tence, by which Macer’s eftate was faved to his
fon Licinins Calvus , an orator afterwards of
the firlt merit and eminence *’.”  But from
Cicero’s own account it appears , that after treating
Macer in the trial with great candor and equity,
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be actually condemned him with the univerfal appro.
bation of the people ; and did himfelf much more
honor and fervice by it , than he could have reaped,
he fays , by Macer’s friendfhip and intereft, if he
had acquitted him "**.

Manilius, one of the new Tribunes , no fooner
entered into his office, than he raifed a frefh dif-
turbance in the City, by the promulgation of a
law for granting to flaves fet free a right of voting
among the Tribes; which gave fo much fcandal to
all, and was {o vigoroufly oppofed by the Senate,
that he was prefently obliged to drop it ***: but
being always venal, as Velleius fays, and the tool
of other men’s power, that he might recover his
credit with the people , and engage the favor of
Pompey, he propofed a fecond law , that Pompey,
who was then in Cilicia extinguifhing the remains
of the Piratic war, fhould have the government of
Afia added to his commiffion, with the command
of the Mithridatic war, and of all the Roman armies
in thofe parts . It was about eight years fince
Lucullus was firlt fent to that war , in which, by
a feries of many great and glorious a®s, he had
acquired reputation both of courage and condud,
equal to that of the greateft Generals : he had
driven Mithridates out of his kingdom of Pontus,
and gained feveral memorable vidories againft
him, though fupported by the whole force of
Tigranes, the moft potent Prince of Afia; till his
army , harafled by perpetual fatigues, and debauched
by his factious officers, particularly by his brother in-
law young Clodius **", began to grow impatient
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of his difcipline, and to demand their difcharge.
Their difaffetion was fill increafed by the une
lucky defeat of one of his Licutenants, Triarius;
who, in a rafh engagement with Mithridates , was
deftroyed with the lofs of his camp, and the belt
of his troops : fo that as foon as they ‘heard that
Glabrio , the Conful of the laft year, wasappointed
to fucceed him , and a&ually arrived in Afia, they
broke out into an open mutiny , and refufed to
follow him any farther , declaring themfelves to
be no longer his foldiers : but Glabrio, upon the
news of thefe diforders , having no inclination to
enter upon fo troublefome a command, chofe to
ftop ﬂ];?srt in Bithynia, without ever going to the
army
This mutinous {fpirit in Lucullus’s troops, and
the lofs pf his autherity with them, which Glabrio
was ftill lefs qualified to fuftain, gave a reafonable
retext to Vlanilus’s law ; and Pompey’s fuccefs
againft the Pirates, and his being upon the fpot
with a great army , made it hkewife the more
plaufible : fo that after a fharp conteft and oppo-
fition from fome of the beft and greatelt of the
Senate , the Tribane carried his point, and got the
law confirmed by the people. Cicero fupported
it with all his eloquence , in a fpeech from the
Rofltra, which he had pever mounted till this
occafion ; where , in difplaying the character of
Pompey , he draws the picture of a confummate
General,, with all the firength and beauty of colors,
which words can give. He was now in the career
of his fortunes, and in fight as it were of the

-
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Conlfullhip , the grand obje of his ambition; fo that
his conduct was fufpected to flow from an interefted
view of facilitating his own advancement , by pay-
ing this court to Pompey’s power : but the reafons
already intimated , and Pompey’s fingular character
of modelly and abftinence, joined to the fuperio-
rity of his military fame , might probably conyince
him, that it was not only fafe, but neceflary at
this time, to commit a war , which no body elfe
could finifh, to fuch a General ; and a power,
which no body elfe ought to be intrufted with, to
fuch a man. This he himfelf folemnly affirms in
the conclufion of his fpeech : ““I call the Gods to
“ witnefs , “fays he,” and efpecially thofe who pre-
fide over this Temple, and infpect the minds
of all who adminifter the public affairs, that I
neither do this at the defire of any one, nor to
conciliate Pompey’s favor , nor to procure from
any man’s greatnels, either a fupport in dan-
gers , or afliftance in honors: for as to dangers
I fhall repel them asa man ought to do, by
the protection of my innocence; and for ho-
nors, I fhall obtain them , not from any fingle
man , nor from this place, but from my ufual
laborious courle of life, and the continuance
of your favor.  Whatever pains therefore I
have taken in this caufe, I have taken it allgil
affure you, for the fake of the Republic; and
fo far from ferving any intereft of my own by
it, have gained the ill will and enmity of many,
partly fecret, partly declared ; unneceflary to
myfelf, yet not ufelefs perhaps to you : but
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“ after fo many favors received from you, and
“ this very honor which I now enjoy, I have
 made it my refolution, Citizens, to prefer your
“ will, the dignity of the Republic, and the
¢ fafety of the Provinces, to all my own interelts
* and advantages whatfoever " ”

J. Cxfar alfo was a zealous pmmoter of this
law ; but from a different motive than the love
either of Pompey , or the Republic: his defign
was, to recommend himfelf by it to the people, whole
favor, he forefaw , would be of more ufe to him
than the Senate’s, and to calt a frefh load of envy
on Pompey , which, by fome accident, might be
improved alterwards to his hurt ; but his chief
view was to make the precedent familiar, that,
whatever ufe Pompey might make of it, he himfelf
might one day make a bad one **. For thisis
the common effect of breaking through the barrier
of the laws, by which many ftates have been
ruined ; when, from a confidence in the abilities
and integrity of fome eminent Citizen , they
inveft him, on prefling occalions, with extraordi-
nary powers , for the common benefit and defence
of the fociety : for though power fo intrufted may
in particular cafes be of fingular fervice, and
fometimes even neceffary ; yet the example is
always dangerous , furnifhing a perpetual pretence
to the ambitious and ill deligning, to grafp at
every perogative which had been granted at any
time to the virtuous, till the fame power, which
would fave a country in good hands , oppreffes it
at laft in bad.
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Though Cicero had now full employment as
Pretor, both in the affairs of ftate and public trials:
vet he found time ftill to a& the Advocate, as well
as the Judge , and not only to hear caufes in his
own Tribunal , but to plead them alfo at the Tri-
bunals of the other Prztors. He now defended
A. Cluentius, a Roman Knight of fplendid family
and fortunes , accufed before the Praetor Q. Nalo,
of poifoning his fatherin law Oppianicus,, who a few
years before had been tried and banifhed for an
attempt to poifon Cluentius. The oration, which is
extant , lays open a fcene of fuch complicated
villany , by poifons , murder , inceft, fuborning
witnefles, corrupting judges, as the Poets them-
felves have never feigned in any one family ; all
contrived by the mother of Cluentius againft the
life and fortunes of her fon: “But what a mother !”
* fays Cicero ;” one,who is hurried blindfold by the
molt cruel and brutal paffions; whofe Iuft no fenfe
of fhame reftrains ; who by the vicioufuefs of her
mind perverts all the laws of men to the worlt ends;
who acts with fuch folly, that none can take her
for a human creature ; with fuch violence , that
none can imagine her to be a woman ; with
fuch cruelty, that none can conceive her to be
a mother; one, who has confounded not only
the name and the rights of nature, but all the
relations of it too : the wife of her fon in law!
the ftepmother of her fon! the invader of her
daughter’s bed ! in fhort, who has nothing left

in her of the human fpecies, but the mere
form **'.”
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He is fuppofed to have defended feveral other
eriminals this year, though the pleadings are now
loft, and particularly ML Fundanius; but what
gives the moft remarkable proof of his induftry,
is, that during his Pretorfhip, as fome of the
ancient writers tell us, though he was in full
practice and exercife of fpeaking , yet he fre-
quented the fchool of a celebrated Rhetorician,
Gnipho **. We cannot fuppofe that his defign
was to learn any thing new, but to preferve and
confirm that perfection which he had already
acquired, and prevent any ill habit from grow-
ing infenfibly upon him, by exercifing himfelf
under the obfervation of fo judicious a mafter.
But his chief view certainly was, to give fome
countenance and encouragement to Gnipho him-
felf, as well as to the art which he profeffed ;
and by the prefence and authority of one of the
firt Magiftrates of Rome; to infpire the young
Nobles with an ambition to excel in it.

When his Magiftracy was juft at an end,
Manilius, whofe Tribunate expired a few days
before, was accufed before him of rapine and
extortion : and though ten days were always
allowed to the criminal to prepare for his defence,
he appointed the very next day for the trial,
This ftartled and offended the Citizens ;, who
generally favored Manilius, and looked upon the
profecution as the effect of malice and refentment
on the part of the Senate, for his law in favor of
Pompey. The Tribunes therefore called Cicero to
an account before the people, for treating Manilius
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fo roughly; who in defence of himfelf faid, « That
as it had been his pradtice to treat all criminals
with humanity, fo he had no defign of acling
otherwife with Manilius, but on the contrary had
appointed that fhort day for the trial, becaufe it
was the only one of which he was mafter; and
that it was not the part of thofe, who wifhed
well to Manilius, to throw off the caufe to another
Judge.” This made a wonderful change in the
minds of the audience, who applauding his con-
du&, defired then that he would undertake the
-defence of Manilius, to which he confented;
and ftepping up again into the Roftra, laid
open the fource. of the whole affair, with many
fevere refleions upon the enemies of Pompey **.
The trial however was dropt, on account of the
tumults which arofe immediately after in the City,
from fome new incidents of much greater import.
ance.

At the Confular ele@ion, which was held this
fummer, P. Autronius Pztus and P. Cornelius
Sylla were declared Confuls; but their election
was no fooner publifhed, than they were accufed
of bribery and corruption by the Calpurnian law,
and being brought to trial, and found guilty
before their entrance into office, forfeited the

Confulfhip to their accufers and competitors,
L. Manlius Torquatus and L. Aurelius Cotta.
Catiline alfo, who from his Pretorfhip had ob-
tained the Province of Africa, came to Rome this
year to appear a candidate at the election, but
being accufed of extortion and -rapine in that
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government, was not permitted by the Confuls

“to purfue his pretenfions ***.

This difgrace of men fo powerful and defperate
engaged them prefently in a confpiracy againft
the State, in which it was refolved to kill the
new Confuls, with feveral others of the Senate,
and fhare the government among themfelves: but
the effe® of it was prevented by fome information
given of the defign, which was too precipitately
laid to be ripe for execution. Cn. Pifo, an
audacious, needy, factious young nobleman, was
privy to it **’;.and, as Suetonius fays, two more
of much greater weight, M. Craffus and J. Cefar;
the firft of whom was to be created Didator, the
fecond his Mafter of the Horfe: but Craffus’s
heart failing him, either through fear or repents
ance, he did not appear at the appointed time,
fo that Cfar would not give the fignal agreed
upon , of letting his robe drop from his (houlder"**.
The fenate was particularly jealous of Pifo, and
hoping to cure his difaffection by making him
eafy ‘in his fortunes, or to remove him at leaft
from the cabals of his affociates, gave him the
government of Spain, at the inftance of Craffus,
who ftrenuoufly fupported him as a determined
enemy to Pompey. But before his fetting out,
Czfar and -he are faid to have eatered into a
new and feparate engagement, that the one fhould
begin fome difturbance abroad , while the other
was to prepare and inflame matters at home: but
this plot alfo was defeated by the unexpected
death of Pifo; whe syas affaffinated by the
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Spaniards , as fome fay , for his cruelty, or, as
others , by Pompey’s clients, and at the inftiga-
tion of Pompey himfelf *“

Cicero , at the expiration of his Prztorfhip,
would not accept any foreign Province ***, the
ufual reward of that IMagiftracy, and the chief
fruit which the generality propofed from it. He
had no parncu]ar love for money, nor genius for
arms, fo that thofe governments had no charms
for him : the glory which he purfued was to fhine
in the eyes of the City, as the Guardian of it’s
laws, and to teach the Magiftrates how to execute,
the Ciuzens how to obey them. But he was now
preparing to fue for the Confullhip, the great
obje& of all his hopes; and his whole attention
was employed how to obtain it in his proper
year, and without a repulfe. There were two years
neceffarily to intervene between the Pretorfhip
and Confulﬂlip the firft of which was ufually
fpent in formmg a general intereft, and foliciting
for it as it were in a prxvate mannper; the fecond
in fuing for it openly, in the proper form and
habit of a candidate. The affection of the City,
{fo fignally declared for him in all the inferior fteps
of honor, gave him a ftrong prefumption of fuccefs
in his prefent pretenfions to the higheft: but as
he had reafon to apprehend a great oppofition
from the Nobility, who looked upon the public
dignities as a kind of birth-right, and could
not brook their being intercepted and fnatched
from them by new men *’; fo he refolved to put
it out of their power to hurt him, by omitting
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no pains which could be required of a candidate,
of vifiting and foliciting all the Citizens in perfon.
At the election therefore of the Tribunes on the
fixteenth of July, where the whole City was
affembled in the field of Mars, he chofe to make
his firft effort, and to mix himfelf with the crowd,
on purpofe to carefs and falute them familiarly
by name; and as foon as there was any vacation
in the Forum, which happened ufually in Auguft,
he intended to make an excurfion into the Cifal-
pine Gaul, and in the character of a Lieutenant
to Pifo, the Governor of it, to vifit the Towns
and Colonies of that Province, which was reckoned
very ftrong in the number of it’s votes, and fo
return to Rome in January following *’*. While
he was thus employed in fuing for the Confulfhip,
L. Cotta, a remarkable lover of wine, was one
of the Cenfors, which gave occafion to one of
Cicero’s jokes, that Plutarch has tranfmitted to
us, that happening one day to be dry with the
fatigue of his tafk, he called for a glafs of water
to quench his thirft; and when his friends ftood
clofe around him as he was drinking, ¢ You do
well,” fays he, ¢ to cover me, left Cotta fhould
cenfure me for drinking water .

He wrote about the fame time to Atticus, then
at Athens, to defire him to engage all that band
of Pompey’s dependents, who were ferving under
him in the Mithridatic war, and by way of jeft
bids him tell Pompey himfelf, that he would
not take it ill of him, if he did not come in
perfon to his eledtion .  Atticus fpent many
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years in this refidence at Athens , which gave
Cicero an opportunity of employing him to buy
a great number of ftatues for the ornament of his
feveral. Villas , efpecially that at Tuflculum, in
which he took the greateft pleafure '”*, for it’s
delightful fituation in the neighbourhood of Rome,
and the convenience of an eafy retreat from the
horry and fatigues of the City : here he had buile
feveral rooms and galleries, in imitation of the
Schools and Porticoes of Athens, which he called
hikewife by their Attic names of the Academy
and Gymnafium, and defigned for the fame ufe of
Philofophical conferences with his learned friends:
He had given Atticus a general commiffion to
purchafe for him any piece of Grecian art or
fculpture, which was elegant and curious, efpecially
of the literary kind, or proper for the furniture
of his Academy ”; which Atticus executed to
his great fatisfadtion, and fent him at different
times, feveral cargoes of ftatues, which arrived
fafe at the port of Cajeta, near to his Formian
Villa'™; and pleafed him always fo well, both
in the choice and the price of them, that upon,
the receipt of each parcel he fill renewed his
orders for more.

“ I bave paid, “fays he,” a hundred and fixty
“ four pounds, as you ordered, to your agent
“ Cincius, for the Megaric ftatues. The VMercuries
“ which you mentioned, of Pentelician marble with
brazen heads, give me already great pleafure:
Wherefore I would have you fend me as many
of them. as.you can, and as foon as poffible,
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- wxrh any other ftatues and ornaments which.

¢ you think proper for the place, and in my tafle,
¢ and good enough to pleafe yours; but above
<« all, fuch as will fuit my Gymnafium and Portico;
« for 1 am grown fo fond of all things of that
« kind, that though others probably may blame
® me, yet I depend on you to affilt me™’.”

Of all the pieces which Atticus fent, he feems to
have been the molt pleafed with a fort of compound
emblematical figures, reprefenting Mercury and
Minerva, or Mercury and Hercules jointly upon
one bafe, called Hermathenz and Hermeraclz: for
Hercules being the proper Deity of the Gymna-
fiurm, Minerva of the Academy, and Mercury
common to both, they exally fuited the purpofe
for which he defired them . But he was fo
intent on embellifhing this Tufculan Villa with all
forts of Grecian work, that he {ent over to Atticus
the plans of his ceilings, which were of Stucco-
work , in order to befpeak pieces of feulpture or
painting to be inferted in the compartments ; with
the covers of two of his wells or fountains, which
according to the cuftom of thofe times they ufed
to form after fome clegant pattern, and adorn
with figures in relief'”’.

Nor was he lefs eager in making a colleétion of.
Greek books, and forming a library, by the fame
opportunity of Atticus’s help. This was Atticus’s
own paffion, who having free accefs to all the
libraries of Athens, was employing his flaves in
copying the works of their beft writers, not only
for his own ufe, but for fale alfo, and the common
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profit both of the flave and the mafter: for Atticus
was remarkable above all men of his rank for a
family of learned flaves, having fcarce a foot-boy
in his houfe, who was not trained both to read
and write for him . By this advantage he had
made a very large colle&ion of choice and curious
books, and fignified to Cicero his defign of felling
them; yet feems to have intimated withal , that
he expected a larger fum for them than Cicero
would eafily fpare: which gave occafion to Cicero
to beg of him in feveral letters to referve the
whole number for him, till he could raife money
enough for the purchale.

“ Pray keep your books, “fays he,” for me,
and do not defpair of my being able to make
them mine; which if I can compafs, I fhall
* think myfelf richer than Craffus, and defpife
¥ the fine Villas and Gardens of them all**. ”
Again: « Take care that you do not part with
¥ your library to any man, how eager foever
“ he may be to buy it; for I am fetting apart
all my little rents to purchafe that relief for
my old age ™.” In a third letter, he fays,
“ That he had placed all his hopes of comfort
and pleafure, whenever he fhould retire from
bufinefs , on Atticus’s referving thefe books
“ for him ™", ” ‘

But to return to the affairs of the City, Cicero
was now engaged in the defence of C. Cornelius,
who was accufed and tried for practices againft the
flate in his late Tribunate, before the Prztor Q.

Gallius. This trial, which lafted four days, was

111
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one of the moft important in which he had ever
been concerned : the two Confuls prefided in it;
and all the chiefs of the Senate, Q. Catulus, L.
Lucullus, Hortenfius, &ec. appeared as witnefles
againft the criminal ***; whom Cicero defended, as
Quintilian fays, not only with ftrong, but fhining
arms, and with a force of eloquence, that drew
acclamations from the people **’. He publifhed two
Orations fpoken in this caufe, whofe lofs is a public
detriment to the literary world, fince they were
reckoned among the moft finifhed of his compo-
fitions: he himfelf refers to them as fuch ***; and
the old Critics have drawn many examples from
them of that genuine eloquence, which extorts ap-
plaufe and excites admiration.

- C. Papius, oneof the Tribunes, publifhed a law
this year to oblige all firangers to quit the City as
one of his predeceflors, Pennus, had done like-
wife many years before him. The reafon, which
they alledged for it, was the confufion occafioned
by the multitude and infolence of foreigners, who
affumed the habit and ufurped the rights of Citi-
zens : but Cicero condemns all thefe laws as cruel
and inhofpitable, and a violation of the laws of
nature and humanity ***,

Catiline was now brought to a trial for his
oppreflion in Africa; he had been foliciting Cicero
to undertake his defence ; who at one time was
much inclined, or determined rather to do it, for
the fake of obliging the Nobles, efpecially Cefar
and Craffus, or of making Catilina at leaft his
friend, as he fignifies in a letter to Atticus: * I
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« defign,” fays he, “at prefent to defend my com-. ..
« petitor Catiline: We have judges to our mind,
« yet fuch as the accufer himfelf is pleafed with:
“ 1 hope, if he be acquitted, that he will be the
more ready to ferve me in our common peti-
« tion; but if it fall out otherwife, I fhall bear it
“ with patience. It is of great importance to me
to have you here as foon as poflible : for there s
a general perfuafion, that certain Nobles of your
acquaintance will be againft me; and you, I
know , could be of the greateft fervice in gain-
ing them over "*.” But Cicero changed his
mind, and did not defend him ' ; upon a nearer
view perhaps of his defigns and traiterous practices;
to which he feems to allude, when defcribing the
art and diffimulation of Catiline, he declares, ** that
he himfelf was once almoft deceived By him , fo as to
take him for a good Citizen, alover of honeft men,
a firm and faithful friend, &c.'™.” But it i1s not
firange, that a candidate for the Confulfhip, in the
career of his ambition, fhould think of defending
a man of the firlt rank and interelt in the City,
when all the Confular Senators, and even the Conful
himfelf, Torquatus, appeared with him at the trial,
and gave teltimony in his favor. Whom Cicero
excufed , when they were afterwards reproached
with it, by obferving, thatthey had no notion of
his treafons , nor fufpicion at that time of his confpi
racy; but out of mere humanity and compaflion
defended a friend in diftrefs, and in that crifis of his
danger overlooked the infamy of his life **’.

His profecutor was:P. Clodius,. a young Noble-
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man as profligate as himfelf ; fo. that it..was not

difficult to make up matters with fuch an accufer,

who for a fum of money agreed to betray the:
caule , and fuffer him to efcape *°: which gave

occafion to what Cicero faid afterwards in a {peech

againft him in the Senate, while they were fuing,
together for the Confulfhip: “ Wretch! not to fee

that thou art not acquitted, but referved only to a

feverer trial and heavier punithment **'.” It was in,
this year, as Cicero tells us, under the Confuls
Cotta and Torquatus, that thofe prodigies happen-

ed, which were interpreted to portend the great
dangers and plots, that were now hatching againft

the State, and broke out two years after, in Cicero’s

Confullhip; when the turrets of the Capltol the,
ftatues of the Gods, and the brazen image of the

infant Romulus fucking the wolf, were ftruck down,
by lightning ***,

Cicero being now in his forty -third year, the
proper age required by -law **’, declared himfelf
a candidate for the Confullhip along with fix com-
petitors, P. Sulpicius Galba, L. Sergius Catilina,
C. Antonius, L. Caffius Longinus, Q. Cornificius,
C. Licinius Sacerdos. The two firlt were Patri
cians, the two next Plebeians, yet noble; the :wo
lalt the fons of fathers who hagd firlk imported the
public honors into their families: Cicero was the
only new man among them ; or one born of Equef
trian rank "**.  Galba and Cornificius were perfons
of great virtue and merit; Sacerdos without any
particular blemifh upon him; Caffius lazy and weak,
but not thought fo wicked as-he foon after appeared
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to be; Antonius and Catilina, though infamous in
their lives and charaders, yet by intrigue and
fadtion, had acquired a powerful intereft in the City
joined all their forces againft Cicero, as their moft
formidable antagonift, in which they were vigor-
oufly fupported by Craffus and Ceefar **".

This was the ftate of the competition; in which
the pradtice of bribing was carried on fo openly and
fhamefully by Antonius and Catiline, that the Se-
nate thought it neceflfary to give fome check to it
by a new and more rigorous law ; but when they
were proceeding to publifh it, L. Mucius Oreftinus,
one of the Tribunes, put his negative upon them.
This Tribune had been Cicero’s client, and defend-
ed by bim in an impeachment of plunder and rob-
bery ; bat having now fold himfelf to his enemies,
made it the fubje& of all his harangues to ridicule
his birth and characer, as unworthy of the Con-
fulfhip ; in the debate therefore which arofe in the
Senate upon the merit of his negative, Cicero,
provoked to find fo delperate a confederacy againft
him, rofe up, and after fome raillery and expof-
tulation with Mucius, made a molt fevere invec-
tive on the flagitious lives and practices of his
two competitors, in a fpeech ufually called in Toga
candida, becaufe it was delivered in 2 white Gown,
the proper habit of all Candidates, and from which
the name itfelf was derived **°.

Though he had now bufinefs enough upon his
hands to engage his whole attention, yet we find
him employed in the defence of Q. Gallius, the
Prator of the laft year, accufed of corrupt practices
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in procuring that magiftracy. Gallius, it feems,
when chofen Adile, had difgufted the people by
not providing any wild beafts for their entertaine
ment in his public fhows; fo that to put them iato
good humor when he ftood for the Prztorfhip, he
entertained them with Gladiators, on pretence of
giving them in honor of his deceafed father **’. This
was his crime, of which bhe was accufed by M.
Callidius , whofe father had been impeached before
by Gallius. Callidius was one of the moft eloguent
and accurate {peakers of his time, of an ealy,
flowing, copious ftyle, always delighting, though
feldom warming his audience; which was the only
thing wanting to make him a Complete Orator."
Befides the public crime juft mentioned, he charged
Gallos with a private one againft himfelf, a defign
to poifon him; of which he pretended to have
manifeft proofs, as well from the teftimony of wite
nefles, as of his own hand and letters: but he told
his ftory with fo much temper and indolence, that
Cicero, from his coldnefs in opening a fact fo ins
terelting, and where his life had been attempted,
formed an argument to prove that it could not be
true. “How is it poflible, “fays he”, Callidius, fot
* you to plead in fuch a manner, if you did not
* know the thing to be forged ? How could you,
“ who a& with {uch force of eloquence in other
men’s dangers, be fo indolent in your own?
“ Where was that grief, that ardor, which was
‘“ to extort cries and lamentations from the moft
* ftupid ? We faw no emotion of your mind, none
“ of your body; no ftriking your forehead, or

(13
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“ your thigh; no flamping with your foot; fo that
* inftead of feeling ourfelves inflamed, we could
“ hardly forbear ileeping, while you were urging
“all that part- of your charge ¥".” Cicero’s
ipeech is loft, but Gallius was acquitted ; for we
find him afterwards revenging himfelf in the fame
kind on this very Callidius, by accufing him of
bribery in his fuit for the Confulfhip "
- ). C=far was one of the affiftant judges this
year to the Pretor, whofe province it was to fit
upon the Sicarii, that is, thofe who were accufed
‘of killing, or carrying a dagger with intent to kill.
This gave him an opportunity of citing before him
as criminals, and condemning by the law of affal-
finate all thofe, who 1n Sylla’s profeription had been
known ‘to Kill ;" or receive money for killing a pro-
feribed Citizen ; which money Cato alfo, when he
- ‘was Quzxftor the year before, had made them refund
to the treafury ***. Cwxfar's view was, to mortify the
Senate and ingratiate himf{elf with the people, by
reviving the Marian caufe, which had always been
popular, and of which he was naturally the head,

on account of his near relation to old Marius: for

which purpofe he had the hardinefs likewife to
replace in the Capitol the trophies and ftatues of
Marius, which Sylla had ordered to be thrown
down and broken to pieces ***. But while he was
profecuting with fuch feverity the agents of Sylla’s
cruelty, he not only fpared, bat favored Catiline,
who was one of the moft cruel in fpilling the blood

of the profcribed ; having butchered with his own
hauds, andin a manner the moft brutal, C. Marius
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Gratidianus, a favorite of the people, nearly related
both to Marius and Cicero; whofe head he carried
in triumph through the ftreets to make a prefent of
it toSylla **. But Cafar’s zeal provoked L. Paullus
to bring Catiline alfo under the lafh of the fame
law, and to accufe him in form, after his repulfe
from the Confulfhip, of the murder of many Citi-
zens in Sylla’s profcription: of which though he
was notorioufly guilty, yet contrary to all expecta-
tion, he was acquitted ™',

Catiline was fufpected alfo at the fame time of
another heinous and capital crime, an inceftu-
ous commerce with Fabia, one of the Veftal Vir-
gins , and fifter to Cicero’s wife. This was charged
upon him fo loudly by common fame, and gave
fuch fcandal to the City, that Fabia was brought
to a trial for it; but either through her inno-
cence, or the authority of her brother Cicero,
fhe was readily acquitted : which gave occafion
to Cicero to tell him, among the other reproaches
on his flagitious life, that there was no place fo fa-
cred, whither his very vifits did not carry pollu-
tion, and leave the imputation of guilt, where there
was no real crime fubfifting ***.

As the ele@tion of Confuls approached, Cicero’s
intereft appeared to be fuperior to that of all the
candidates ; for the Nobles themfelves , though
always envious and defirous to deprefs him, yet
out of regard to the dangers which threatened the
City from many quarters, and feemed ready to
burlt out into a flame, began to think him the
only man qualified to preferve the Republic, and
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break the cabals of the defperate, by the vigor
and prudence of his adminiftration: forin cafes of
danger, as Salluft obferves, pride and envy natu-
rally fubfide, and yield the poft of honor to vir-
* tue *”. The method of chufing Confulsfwas not
by an open vote, but by a kind of ballot, or
litele tickets of wood, difiributed to the Citizens
with the names of the candidates feverally infcribed
upon each , but in Cicero’s cafe the people were not
content with this fecret and filent way of teltifying
their inclinations ; but before they came to any
fcrutiny , loudly and univerfally proclaimed Cicero
the firlt Conful; fo that, as he himfelf declared in
his fpeech to them after his eleion, he was not
chofen by the votes of particular Citizens, but
the common fuffrages of the City; nor declared
by the voice of the crier, but of the whole Roman
people **°. He was the only new man who had
obtained this fovereign dignity, or, as he exprefles
it, had forced the intrenchments of the Nobility for
forty years paft, from the firk Confulfhip of C.
Marivs, and the only one likewife who had ever
obtained itin his proper year, or without a re-
pulle ™. Antonius was chofen his Colleague by
the majority of a few Centuries above his friend
and partner Catiline; which was effected probably
by Cicero’s management, whe confidered him as
the lefs dangerous and more tra@able of the two.
Cicero’s Father died this year on the twenty-
fourth of November *** | in 2 good old age, with
the comfort to have feen his fon advanced to
the fupreme honor of the City , and wanted

nothing
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nothing to complete the happinefs of his life, but
the addition of one year more, to have made
bhim a witnefs of the glory of his Confulfhip.
It was in this year alfo moft probably , though
fome Ciritics feem to difpute it , that Cicero gave
his daughter Tullia in marriage at the age of thir-
teen to C. Pifo Frugi, a young Nobleman of great
hopes, and one of the belt families in Rome ***:
it is certain at leaft, that his fon was born in this
{fame year, as he exprefsly tells us, in the Conful-
fhip of L. Julius Cfar and C. Marcius Figulus*',
So that with the higheft honor which the public
could beftow, he received the higheft pleafure
which private life ordinarily admits, by the birth
of a fon and heir to his family.

Vor. 1. i,
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SBEETE BIE

CICERO was now arrived through the ufual
radation of honors, at the highet which the
people could regularly give, or an honeft Ci-
tizen defire. ~The offices which he had already
born, had but a partial jurifdiction, confined to
particular branches of the Government; but the
Confuls held the reins, and directed the whole
machine with an authority as extenfive as the
Empire itfelf . The fubordinate Magiltracies
therefore, being the fteps only to this fovereign

dignity , were not valued fo much for their own

fake, as for bringing the candidates ftill nearer
to the principal object of their hopes , who through
this courfe of their ambition were forced to
practife all the arts of popularity; to court the
little as well as the great, to efpoufe the princi-
ples and politics in vogue, and to apply their
talents to conciliate friends, rather than to ferve
the public *.. But the Confulfhip put an end to
this fubjection, and with the command of the
ftate gave them the command of themfelves;
fo that the only care left was, how to execute
this high office with credit and dignity, and
employ the power intrulted to them for the
benefit and fervice of their country.

We are now therefore to look upon Cicero i a
different light, in order to form a juft idea of
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his chara&er: to confider him, not as an ambi.
tious Courtier, applying all  his thoughts and
pains to his own advancement; but as a great
Magiftrate and Statefman adminiltering the affairs
and diredting the counfels of a mighty empire :
And according to the accounts of all the ancisit
writers, Rome never ficod in greater need of the
{kill and vigilance of an able Confal than in this
very year. For befides the traiterous cabals and
confpiracies of thofe who were attempting to
fubvert the whole Republic, the new Tribunes
were alfo laboring to difturb the prefent quict of
it: fome of them were publithing laws to abolifh
every thing that remained of Sylla’s eftablithment,
and to reltore the fons of the profcribed to their
eftates and honors: others to reverfe the punifh-
ment of P. Syfla and Autronius, condemned for
bribery , and replace them in the Senate’ : fome
were for expunging all debts, and others , for
dividing the lands of the public to the poorer citis
zens *: fo that, as Cicero declared both to the
Senate and the people, the Republic was delivered
into his hands full of terrors and alarms ; diftraced
by peftilent laws and feditious harungues; endan-
gered not by foreign wars, but intefine evils,
and the traiterous defigns of profligate Citizens;
and that there was no mifchicf incident to a State
which the honeft had not canfe to apprehend | the
wicked to expect .

What gave the greater fpirit to the authors of
thefe attempts, was Antonigs’s advancemeént to
the Confullhip : they knew him to be of ‘the

L2
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fame principles, and embarked in the fame defigus
with themfelves, which by his authority they now
hoped to carry into effect. Cicero was aware 0
this; and forefaw the milchief of a Colleague equal
to him in power, yet oppofite in views, and pre-
pared to fruftrate all his endeavours for the public
{ervice: fo that his firlt care, after their eletion,
was t0 gain the confidence of Antonius, and to
draw him from his old engagements to the inte-
velts of the Republic; being convinced that alt
the fuccefs of his adminiftration depended upon
it. He began therefore to tempt him by a kind
of argument which feldom fails of its effect with
men of his character, the offer of power to his
ambition, and of money to his pleafures: with
thefe baits he caught him; and a bargain was
prefently agreed upon between them , that Anto-
nius fhould have the choice of the belt Province
swhich was to be affigned to them at the expira-
tion of their year °. = It was the cultom for the
Senate to appoint what particular Provinces were
to be diltributed every year to the feveral Magif
trates, who ufed afterwards to caft lots for them
among themfelves; the Prxtors for the Pretorian,
the Confuls for the Confular Provinces. In this
partition therefore, when Macedonia, one of the
molt defirable governments of the Empire, both
for. command and wealth, fell to Cicero’s lot,
he exchanged it immediately with his Colleague
for Cifalpine. Gaul, which he refigned alfo foon
after in favor of Q. IMetellus; being refolved,
as he declared in his Inauguration « fpeech, to
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adminifter the Confulfhip in fuch'a manner, asto
put it out of any man’s power either to tempt or
terrify him from his duty : fince he neither fought,
nor would accept any province , honor, or benefit
from it whatfoever; the only way, faysthe, by
which a man can difcharge it with gravity and free-
dom ; fo as to chaftife thofe Tribunes who wifh ill
to the Republic, or defpife thofe who wifh ill to
himfelf ”: a noble declaration, and worthy to be
tranfmitted to pofterity for an example to all ma-
giftrates in a free State. By this addrefs he en-
tirely drew Antonius into his meafures, and had
him ever after obfequious to his will *; or, as he
himfelf exprefles it, by his patience and complai-
fancy he foftened and calmed him , eagerly defirous
of a Province, and projecting many things againft
the State’. The eftablifhment of this concord be-
tween them was thought to be of fuch importance
to the public quiet, that in his firft fpeech to the
people, he declared it to them from the Roftra,
as an event the moft likely to curb the infolence
of the factious, and raife the fpirits of the honeft,
and prevent the dangers with which the City was
then threatened *°.

There was another proje@ likewife which he
had much at heart, and made one of the capital
points of his adminiftration , to unite the Equef-
trian order with the Senate into one common party
and mtereft. This body of men, next to the Sena-
tors, confifted of the richeft and moft fplendid
families of Rome, who from the eafe and influence
of their fortunes were naturally- well affeed teo

L3
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the profperity of the Republic; and being alfo
the conftant farmers of all the revenues of the
Empire. bad a great part of the inferior people de-
pendent vpon them. Cicero imagined, that the
united jweight of thefe two orders would always
be an over balance to any other power in the
State, and a fecure barrier againft any attempts
of the popular and ambitious upon the common
liberty **. He was the only man in the City
capable of effecting fuch a coalition, being now
at the head of the Senate. yet-the darling of the
Knights ; who confidered him as the pride and
ornament of their order, whilft he, to ingratiate
himfelf the more with them, affected always in
public to boaft of that extra&ion, and to call .
himfelf an Equeftrian; and made 1t his fpecial
care to protect them in all their affairs, and to
advance their credit and intereft: fo that , as fome
writers tell us, it was the authority of his Con-
fulfhip that firlt diftinguithed and eftablifhed them
into a third order of the State ™. The policy
was certainly very good, and the Republic reap-
ed great benefit from it in this very year, through
which he had the whole body of Knights at his
devotion, who, with Atticus at their head, con-
ftantly attended his orders, and ferved as a guard
to his perfon "’: and if the fame maxim had been
purfued by all fucceeding Confuls, it might pro-
bably have preferved, or would certainly at leaft
have prolonged, the liberty of the Republic.
Having laid this foundation for the laudable
difcharge of his Confulfhip , he took poffeffion
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of it, as ufual, on the firk of January. A little
before his inauguration, P. Servilius Rullus, one
of the new Tribunes, who entered always into
their office on the tenth of December, had been
alarming the Senate with the Promulgation of an
Agrarian law. Thefe laws ufed to be greedily
received by the populace , and were propofed
therefore by factious Magiftrates, as oft as they
had any point to carry with the multitude againft
the public good: but this law was of all others
the moft extravagant, and, by a fhow of granting
more to the People than had ever been given
before , feemed likely to be accepted. The
purpofe of it was, to create a Decemvirate,’ or
ten commiflioners, with abfolute power for five
years over all the revenues of the Republic; to
diftribute them at pleafure to the Citizens, to fell
and buy what lands they thought fit; to determine
the rights of the prelent pofleffors; to require an
account from all the Generals abroad, excepting
Pompey, of the fpoils taken in their wars; to
{ettle colonies wherefoever they judged proper,
and particularly at Capua; and in fhort, to coms-
mand all the money and forces of the empire.
The publication of a law, conferring powers fo
exceflive, gave a jult alarm to all who wifhed well
to the public tranquillity: fo that Cicero’s firlt
bulinels was to quiet the apprehenfions of the
City, and to exert all his art and authority to
baffle the intrignes of the Tribune. As foon
therefore as he was invefted with his new dignity,
he raifed the fpirits of the Senate, by afluring
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them of his refolution to oppofe the law, and
all it's abettors, to the utmoft of his power; nor
fuffer the State to be hurt, or it's liberties to be
impaired, while the adminiftration continued in
his hands. From theSenate he purfued the Tribune
snto his own dominion, the Forum; where in
an artful and elegant fpeech from the Roftra, he
gave fuch a turn to the inclination of the people,
that they rejected this Agrarian law with as
much eagernefs, as they had ever before received
14
one '\,

He began, “ by acknowledging the extraor-
“ dinary obligations which he had received from
“ them , 1in preference and oppofition to the
“ Nobility ; declaring himfelf the creature of their
“ power, and of all men the moft engaged to
“ promote their interefts; that they were to look
upon him as the truly popular magiftrate; nay,
¢ that he had declared even in the Senate, that
“ he would be the people’s Conful *.” He then
fell into a commendation of the Gracchi, whofe
name was extremely dear to them, profefling,
 that he could not be againft all Agrarian laws,
¢« when he recollected , that thole two moft
¢« excellent men, who had the greatelt love for
% the Roman people, had divided the public
¢ Jands to the Citizens; that he was not one of
thofe Confuls, who thought it a crime to praife
the Gracchi, on whofe counfels, wifdom, laws,
many parts of the prefent government were
founded **, that his quarrel was to this particu-
lar law, which, inftead of being popular, or
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adapted to the true interefls of the City, was in
reality the eftablilhment of a Tyranny, and a
creation of ten Kings to domineer over them. ”
This he difplays at large, from the natural effect
of that power which was granted by it'”; and
proceeds to infinuate, that it was covertly levelled
againft their favorite Pompey , and particularly
contrived to retrench and infult his authority :
“ Forgive me, Citizens, “fays he,” for my calling
“ fo often upon fo great a name; you yourfelves
“ impofed the talk upon me, when I was Pretor,
to join with you in defending his dignity as far
as I was able: I have hitherto done all that I
“ could do; not moved to it by my private
“ friendfhip for the man, nor by any hopes of
honor, and of this fupreme magiftracy, which
I obtained from you, though with his approba-
tion, yet without his help. Since then I perceive
this law to be defigned as a kind of engine to
overturn his power, I will refift the attempts
of thefe men; and as I myfelf clearly fee what
“ they are aiming at, fo I will take care that you
“ alfo fhall fee, and be convinced of it too ™. 7
He then fhows, “how the law, though it excepted
* Pompey from being accountable to the Decem-
“ virate, yet excluded him from being one of
¢ the number, by limiting the choice to thofe
who were prefent at Rome; that it fubjected
« likewife to their jurifdition the countries juft
“ conquered by him, which had always been left
“ to the management of the General”: Upon
“ which he draws a pleafant picture of the Tribune
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< Rullus, with all his train of Officers, Guards,
« LiGors , and Apparators =, fwaggering In
« Mithridates’s kingdom, and ordering Pompey
“ to attend him by a mandatory letter, in the
¢ following ftrain:

“ P, Servilius Rullus, Tribune of the people,
< Decemvir, to Cnzus Pompey the fon of Cnzus,
“ greeting.

*“ He will not add, “fayshe,” the title of Great,

« swhen he has been laboring to take it from him
« by law *".”
. “ I require you not to fail to come prefently to
% Sinope, and bring me a fufficient guard with
« you, while I fell thofe lands by my law, which
“ you have gained by your valor.”

He obferves, * that the reafon of excepting
« Pompey was not from any refped to him, but
< for fear that he would not fubmit to the
« indignity of being accountable to their will:
but Pompey,” fays he, *“ is a man of that temper,
that he thinks it his duty to bear whatever you
pleafe to impofe ; but if there be any thing
which you cannot bear yourfelves, he will take
care that you fhall not bear it long againft your
wills **.” He proceeds to.eolarge upon *‘ the
« dangers , which this law threatened to their
« liberties: that inflead of any good intended by
it to the body of the Citizens, it's purpofe was
“ to ere® a power for the oppreffion of them;
“ and on pretence of planting colonies in Italy
« and the Provinces, to fettle their own creatures
and dependents, like fo many garrifons, in all
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 the convenient pofts of the Empire, to be ready
on all occafions to fupport their tyranny: that
Capua was to be their head-quarters, their
favorite colony; of all Cities the proudeft, as
well as the moft hoftile and dangerous; in
; which the wildom of their anceftors would not
(oz < fuffer the fhadow of any power or magiftracy

“ to remain; yet now it was to be cherithed and
advanced to another Rome *': that by this law
o0  the lands of Campania were to be fold or given

« away; the moft fruitful of all Italy, the fureft
oty “ revenue of the Republic, and their conftant
dy “ refource when all other rents failed them; which
¢ neither the Gracchi, who of all men ftudied the
people’s benefit the moft, nor Sylla, who gave
every thing away without fcruple, durft venture
' “ to meddle with **.” In the conclufion he takes
0 | notice of “the great favor and approbation with

- which they had heard him, as a fure omen of
their common peace and profperity ; and ac-
« quaints them with the concord that he had
eftablifbed with his Colleague, as a piece of
news of all others the moft agreeable; and
« promifes all fecurity to the Republic, if they
¢ “ would but fhow the fame good difpofition on
b “ future occafions, which they had fignified on
" that day; and that he would make thofe very
men, who had been the molt envious and averfe
to hm advancement, confefs, that the people lnd
feen farther, and judged better than they, 1
¢« chufing him for their Conful.”

o In the courfe of this conteft he often called upon
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the Tribunes to come into the Roftra, and debate
the matter with him before the people*’; but they
thought 1t more prudent to decline the challenge,
and to attack him rather by fiGtitious ftories and
calumnies, feduloufly inculcated into the multi-
tude; that his oppofition to the law flowed from
no good will to them, but an affection to Syllas
party, and to fecure to them the lands which they
poflelled by his grant; that he was making his
court by it to the feven Tyrants, as they called
feven of the principal Senators, who were known
to be the greateft favorers of Sylla’s caufe, and
the greateft gainers by it; the two Lucullus,
Craffus, Catulus, Hortenfius, Metellus, Philippus.
Thefe infinuations made fo great an impreflion
on the City, that he found it neceffary to defend
himfelf againft them in a fecond fpeech to the
people **, in which he declared, *that he looked
“ upon that law which ratified all Sylla’s adts, to
“ be of all laws the moft ‘wicked and the moft
< unlike to a true law, as it eftablifhed a tyranny
in the City; yet that it had fome excufe from
“ the times, and in their prefent circumftances,
< feemed proper to be fupported ; efpecially by
€ him, who for this year of his Confulfhip profeffed
“ himfelf the patron of peace®; but that it was
“ the height of impudence in Rullus, to charge
“ him with obftructing their interefts for the fake
of Sylla’s grants, when the very law which that
« Tribune was then urging, actually eftablifhed
“ and perpetuated thofe grants; and fhowed itfelf
“ to be drawn by a fon-in-law of Valgius, who
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« poffelfed more lands than any other man by
« that invidious tenure, which were all by this
 law to be partly confirmed, and partly purchafed
« of him **. ” This he demonfirates from the
exprefs words of the law, “ which he had ftudi-
 oufly omitted, “he fays,” to take notice of before,
% that he might not revive old quarrels, or move
« any argument of new diffenfion in a feafon fo
 jmproper”’: that Rullus therefore; who accufed
« him of defending Sylla’s acts, was of all others
<« the moft impudent defender of them: for none
& had ever affirmed them to be good and legal,
« but to have fome plea only from pofleflion
< and the public quiet; but by this law the eftates
« that had been granted by them were to be fixed
« ypon a better foundation and title than any
<« other eltates whatfoever.” He concludes “ by
< renewing his challenge to the Tribunes to come
< and difpute with him to his face.” But after
feveral fruitlefs attempts, finding themfelves wholly
unable to contend with him, they were forced at
Jaft to fubmit, and to let the affair drop, to the
great joy of the Senate. .
This alarm being over, another accident broke
out, which might have endangered the peace of
the City, if the effects of it had not been prevented
by the anthority of Cicero. Otho’s law, mentioned
above, for the affignment of feparate feats to the
Equeftrian order, had highly offended the people,
who could not digeft the indignity of being thruft
fo far back from their diverfions; and while the
grudge was flill frefh, Qtho happening to comeg

-
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into the theatre, was received by the populace
with an uwniverfal hifs, but by the Knights with
loud applaufe and clapping: both fidés redoubled
their clamor * with great fiercenefs, and from
reproaches were proceeding to blows; till Cicero,
informed of the tumult » came immediately to
the Theatre, and calling the people out into the
Temple of Bellona fo tamed and ftung them by
the power of his words, and made them fo afhamed
of their folly and perverfenefs, thac on their return
to the Theatre they changed their hiffes into
applaufes, and vied with the Knights themfelves
in demonftrations of their refpect to Otho *°. The
fpeech was foon afcer publifhed ; though from the
nature of the thing it muft have been made upon
the fpot, and flowed extempore from the occafion:
and as it was much read and admired for feveral

ages after, as a memorable inftance of Cicero’s

command over men’s paffions, fo fome have

imagined it to be alluded to in that beautiful
pallage of Virgil '*,

Ac oveluti magno in populo cam fupe coorta eft
Seditio, [evitgue amimis tgrobile vulgus ;

Jamgue faces €5 faxa volant furor arina minifivat:
Tum pietate gravein §F meripis S forte wivumn guen
Afpexire, fient , arvedifgue anvibus adftant ;

Lile vegit didlis aniinos, €5 pediora wmulcet.

Virg.) JEn. 1. 142.

As when fedicion fires ¢y ignoble crowd,
. And the wild rabble florms and thirfis for blood:
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Of ftones and brands a mingled tempeflt flies,
With all the fudden arms that rage fupplies:
If fome grave fire appears amidit the firife,
In morals ftrié and innocence of life,

All ftand attentive, while the fage controuls

"Fheir wrath, and calms the tempeft of their fouls.
Mr. Pitt.

One topic, which Cicero touched in this {peech,
and the only one of which we bave any hint
from antiquity , was to reproach the rioters for
their want of tafte and good fenfe, in making fuch
a difturbance while Rofcius was acting ™.

There happened about the fame time a third
inRance, not lefs remarkable, of Cicero’s great
power of perfuafion: Sylla had by an exprefs law
excluded the children of the proferibed from the
Senate and all public honors; which was certainly
an a& of great violence, and the decree rather
of a Tyrant, than the law of a free State*: fo
that the perfons injured by it, who were many,
and' of great families, were now making all their
efforts to get it reverfed. Their petition was
highly equitable, but from the condition of the
times, as highly unfeafonable; for in the prefent
diforders of the City, the reftoration of an
oppreffed party muft needs have added ftrength
to the old fa&ions; fince the firlt ufe, that they
would naturally make of the recovery of their
power, would be to revenge themfclves on their
oppreffors. 1t was Cicero’s bufinels therefore to
prevent that inconvenience, and, as far as it was
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poflible, with the confent of the fufferers themfel.
ves: on which occafion this great commander of
the human affections, as Quintilian calls him,
found means to perfuade thofe unfortunate men,
that to bear their injury was their benefit; and
that the government itfelf could not ftand, if
Sylla’s laws were then repealed , on which the
quiet and order of the Republic were eltablifhed ;
adting herein the part of a wife ftatefman, who
wiil oft be forced to tolerate, and even maintain,
what he cannot approve , for the fake of the
common good; agreeably to what he lays down
in his book of Offices, that many things which
aré naturally right and juft, are yet by certain
circumftances and conjunctures of times made
difhonelt and unjuft**. As to the inflance before
us, he declared in a fpeech made feveral years
after, that he had excluded from honors a number
of brave and honeft young men, whom fortune
had thrown into fo unhappy a fituation, that if
they had obtained power, they would probably
have employed it to the ruin of the ftate **. The
three cafes jult mentioned make Pliny break out
into a kind of rapturous admiration of the man,
who could perfuade the people to give up their
bread, their pleafure and their injuries, to the
charms of his eloquence *°,

The next tranfa&tion of moment in which he
was engaged was the defence of C. Rabirius, an
aged Senator, accufed by T. Labienus, one of
the Tribunes, of treafon or rebellion , for having
killed L. Saturninus, a Tribune about forty years

before,
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before , who had raifed a dangerous fedition in
the City. The fa&, if it had been true, was not
only legal, but laudable, being done in obedience
to a decree of the Semate, by which all the
Citizens were required to take arms in aid of the
Confuls C. Marius and L. Flaccus.

But the ‘punifhment of Rabirius was not the
thing aimed at, nor the life of an old man worth
the pains of difturbing the peace of the City: the
defign was to attack that prerogative of the
Senate , by which in the cafe of a fudden tumule
they could arm the City at once, by requiring
the Confuls to take care, that the Republic
received no detriment: which vote was fuppofed
to give a fanction to every thing that was done
in confequence of it; fo that feveral traiterous
magiftrates had been cut off by it, without the
formalities of a trial, in the a& of Rirring up
fedition. This practice, though in ufe from the
earlieft times, had always been complained of by
the Tribunes, as an infringement of the conftitution,
by giving to the Senate an arbitrary power over
the lives of Citizens, which could not legally be
taken away without a hearing and judgment of
the whole people. But the chief grudge to it was,
from it's being a perpetual check to the defigns
of the ambitious and popular, who afpired to any
power not allowed by the laws: it was not difficule
for them to delude the multitude; but the Senate
was not fo eaflily managed, who by that fingle
vote of committing the Republic to the Confuls,
could fruftrate at once all the effe@s of their
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popularity, when carried to a point which was
dangerous to the State: for fince in wvirtue of it,
the Tribunes themfcives, whofe perfons were held
facred, might be taken off without fentence or
trial, when engaged in any traiterous practices,
all attempts of that kind muft neceffarily be
hazardous and defperate.

This point therefore was to be tried on the
perfon of Rabirius, in whofe ruin the fa&ious of all
ranks were interefted. J. Cefar fuborned Labienus
to profecute him ; and procured himfelf to be
appointed one of the Duumviri, or the two Judges
allotted by the Prtor to fit upon trials of treafon 2.
Hortenfius pleaded his caufe, and proved by maoy
witneffes, that the whole accufation was falfe, and
that Saturninus was actually killed by the hand
of a flave, who for that fervice obtained his
freedom from the public’®. C=far, however, eagerly
condemned the old man, who appecaled from his
fentence to the people; where nothing, fays Sueto-
nius, did him fo much fervice, as the partial and
forward feverity of his judge ™.

The Tribunes in the mean while employed all
their power to deftroy him; and Labienus would
not fuffer Cicero to exceed half an bour in his
defence®; and to raife the greater indignation
againft the criminal, expofed the picture of Satur-
ninus in the Roftra, as of one who fell a martyr
to the liberties of the people. Cicero opened the
defence with great gravity, declaring, “ that 1
« the memory of man there had not been a caufe
« of fuch importance , either undertaken by 2
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< Tribune, or defended by a Conful: that nothing
 lefs was meant by it, than that for the future,
there fliould be no Senate or public Council in
¢ the Gity; no confent and concurrence of ' the
honeft agaiult the rage and rafhnefs of the
wicked; mo refource or refuge in the extreme
“ dangers of the Republic*. — He implores the
“ favor of all the Gods, by whofe providence
their City was more fignally governed than by
any wifdom of man to make that day propitious
to the fecurity of the ftate, and to the Iife and
fortunes of an innocent man.” — And having
pofleffed the minds of his audience with the
fanctity of the caufe, he proceeds boldly to wifh,
that he had been at *‘ liberty to confefs, what
“ Hortenfius indeed had proved to be falfe, that
« Saturninus , the enemy of the Roman people,
* was killed by the hand of Rabirius ** — that
“ he fhould have proclaimed and bragged of it,
% as an act that merited rewards, inftead of punifh-
“ ment.” - Here he was interrupted by the clamor
of the oppofite faction; but he obferves it to be
« the faint effort of a fma]i part of the affembly;
and that the body of the people, who were
& filent, would never have madé him Conful, if
“ they had thought him capable of being difturbed’
“ by fo' feeble an infult; which he advifed them'
“ to drop, fince it betrayed’ only their folly and
« inferiority of their numbers. ” — The alfembly
being quieted, he goeés on to declare, * that
“ though Rabirius did not kill Saturninus, yet he
took arms with intent to kill him, together
M 2
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<« with the Confuls and all the beft of the City,
« to which his honor, virtue, and duty called
¢ him. ” — He puts Labienus in mind, * that he
“ was too young to be acquainted with the
merits of that caufe; that he was not born
when Saturninus was killed, and could not be
<« apprized how odious and deteftable his name
¢ was to all people: that fome had been banifhed
« for complaining only of his death; others for
“ having a picture of him in their houfes *’: that
he wondered therefore where Labienus had pro-
cured that picture, which none durlt venture to
« keep even at home; and much more, that he
@ had the hardinefs to producé, before an affembly
¢ of the people, what had been the ruin of other
“ men’s fortunes — that to charge Rabirius with
 this crime was to condemn the greateft and
« worthieft Citizens, whom Rome had ever bred;
¢« and though they were all dead, yet the injury
¢ <was the fame, to rob them of the honor due to
¢ their names and memories. — Would C. Marius,”
fays he, “have lived in perpetual toils and dangers,
« if he had conceived no hopes concerning himfelf
« and his glory beyond the limits of this life?
¢ When he defeated thofe innumerable enemies in
¢ Jtaly, and faved the Republic, did he imagine
“ that every thing which related to him would
¢ die with him? Noj; it is not fo, Citizens; there
« js not one of us who exerts himfelf with praife
% and virtue in the dangers of the Republic, but
¢ js induced to it by the expedation of a futurity.
i« As the minds of men therefore feem to be
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“ divine and immortal for many other reafons, fo
“ efpecially for this, that in all the beft and the
“ wileft there is fo firong a fenfe of fomething
“ hereafter, that they feem to relith nothing but
“ what is eternal. I appeal then to the fouls of
« C. Marius, and of all thofe wife and worthy
“ Citizens , who, from this life of men, are
* tranflated to the honors and fandity of the
“ Gods; I call them, I fay, to witnefs, that I
* think myfelf bound to fight for their fame,
glory, and memory, with as much zeal, as
* {or the altars and temples of my country; and
“ if it were neceffary to take arms in defence of
“ their praife, T fhould take them as firenuoufly,
“ as they themfelves did for the defence of our
* common fafety, &c. **.”

After this fpeech the people were to pafs
judgment on Rabirius by the fuffrages of all the
centuries : but there being reafon to apprehend
fome violence and foul play from the intrigues
of the Tribunes, Metellus, the Augur and Prztor
of that year, contrived to diffolve the affembly
by a ftratagem before they came to a vote **: and
the greater affairs that prefently enfued, and
engaged the attention of the City, prevented the
farther profecution and revival of the caufe.

But Cewefar was more fuccefsful in another cafe,
in which he was more interefted, his fuit for the
High Priefthood, a poft of the firlt dignity in the
Republic; vacant by the death of Metellus Pius.
Labienus opened his way to it by the publication
of a2 new law, for transferring the right of electing

M 3
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from the college of priefts to the people, agreeably
to the tenor of a former law, which had been
repealed by Sylla. Cefar’s ftrength lay in the favor
of the populace, which by immenfe bribes and
the profufion of his whole fubftance he had gained
on this occafion fo effectually, that he carried this
high office, before he had yet been Prator, againf}
two Confular competitors of the firlt authority in
Rome, Q. Catulus and P. Servilius Ifauricus; the
one of whom had been Cenfor, and then bore
the title of Prince of the Sepate; and the other
been honored with a Triumph; yet he procured
more votes againft them even in their own tribes,
than they both had out of the whole number of
the Citizens **.

Catiline was now renewing his efforts for the
Confullhip with greater vigor than ever, and
by fuch open methods of bribery, that Cicero
publifhed a new law againft it, with the additional
_penalty of a ten years exile, prohibiting likewife
“all thows of Gladiators within two years from the
time of fuing for any magiftracy, unlefs they were
ordered by the will of a perfon deceafed, and
on a certain day therein fpecified*’. Catiline, who
konew the law to be levelled at himfelf, formed
a defign to kill Cicero, with fome other chiefs of
the Senate*, on the day of eledtion, which was
appointed for the twentieth of O&ober; but Cicera
gave information of it to the Senate the day before,
upon which the clection was deferred, that they
might have time to deliberate on an affair of fo
great importance; and the day following, in a
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full houfe, he called upon Catiline to clear hipfelf
of this charge; where without denying or excufing
it, he bluntly told them, that there were two
bodies in the Republic, meaning the Senate and
the People, the one of them infirm with a weak
head, the other firm without a head; which laft
had fo well deferved of bim, that it fhould never
want a head while he lived. He had made a
declaration of the fame kind and in the fame place
a few days before, when upon Cato’s threatening
him with an impeachment, he fiercely replied,
that if any flame {hould be excited in his fortunes,
he would extinguifh it, not with water, but a
general ruin *’.

Thefe declarations ftartled the Senate , and
convinced them that nothing but a defperate
confpiracy, ripe for execution, could infpire fo
daring an affurance: fo that they proceeded imme-
diately to that decree, which was the ufual refuge
in all cafes of imminent danger, of ordering the
Confuls to take care that the Republic received
no harm . Upon this Cicero doubled his guard,
and called fome troops into the city ; and when
the eleGtion of Confuls came on, that he might
imprint a fenfe of his own and of the public danger
the more [trongly, he took care to throw back
his gown in the view of the people, and difcovered
a fhining breaft-plate, which be wore under it *™*:
by which precaution, as he told Catiline afterwards
to his face, he prevented his defign of killing both
him and the competitors for the Confulhip, of
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whom D. Junius Silanus and L. Licinius Murena
were declared Confuls ele¢t ™.

Catiline thus a fecond time repulfed, and breath-
ing nothiug but revenge, was now eager and im-
patient to execute his grand plot ; he had no
other game left ; his fchemes were not only fuf-
pected, but actually difcovered by the fagacity of
the Coaful, and himfelf (hunned and detefted by
all honelt men; fo that he refolved without farther
delay to put all to the hazard, of ruining either
his country or himfelf. He was fingularly formed
both by art and nature for the head of a defpe-
rate confpiracy ; of an illufirious family , ruined
fortunes , profligate mind , undaunted courage,
unwearied indufiry; of a capacity equal to the
hardieft attempt, with a tongue that could explain
and a hand that could execute it**. Cicero gives
us his juft charadter in many parts of his workss
but in none a more lively picture of him than in
the following paffage **.

“ He had in him, “fays he,” many, though not
exprefs images, yet {ketches of the greateft vir-
tues; was acquainted with a great number of
wicked men, yet a pretended admirer of the
virtuous, His houfe was furnithed with a vari-
“ ety of temptations to luft and lewdnefs, yet
 with feveral incitements alfo to induftry and la.
“ bor: it was a fcene of vicious pleafures, yet a
“ fchool of ‘martial exercifes. There never was
fuch a monfter on earth compounded of paffions
fo contrary and oppofite. Who was ever more
agreeable at one time to the beft citizens?
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“ who more intimate at another with the worft ?

who a man of better principles? who a fouler
enemy to the city? who more intemperate in
plealure? who more patient inlabor ? who more
rapacious in plundering ? who more profufe in
fquandering ? 'he had a wonderful faculty of
engaging men to his friendfhip, and obliging
them by his obfervance; fharing with them in com-
“ mon whatever he was mafter of; ferving them
 with bis money, his intereft, his pains, and,
“ when there was occafion, by the moft daring
ad@s of villany; moulding his nature to his pur-
pofes, and bending it every way to his will.
“ With the morofe, he could live feverely; with
“ the free, gaily; with the old, gravely; with the
young, chearfully; with the enterprifing, auda-
cioufly; with the vicious, luxurioufly. By a
temper fo various and pliable, he gathered about
“ him the profligate and the rafh from all coun-
“ tries, yet held attached to him at the fame
“ time many brave and worthy men, by the
“ fpecious fhow of a pretended virtue.”

With thefe talents, if he had obtained the Con-
fulthip, and with it the command of the armies
and provinces of the Empire, he would probably,
like another Cinna, have made himfelf the tyrant
of his country : but defpair and impatience, un.
der his repeated difappointments, hurried him on
to the mad refolution, of extorting by force what
he could not procure by addrefs. His [cheme how-
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prefent time the moft feafonable for the execution
of it. Italy was drained in a manner of regular
troops; Pompey at a great diftance with the beft
army of the Empire; and his old friend Antonius,
on whofe aflitance he fill depended **, was to
have the command of all the forces that remained.
Put his greatelt hopes lay in Sylla’s veteran fol-
diers, whofe caufe he had always elpoufed, and
among whom he had been bred; who, to the
number of about a hundred thoufand, were fettled
in the feveral diftricts and colonies of Italy, in the
poffeflion of lands affigned to them by Syila,
which the generality had walted by their vices
and luxury, and wanted another civil war to re.
pair their (battered fortunes. Among thefe he em-
ployed his agents and officers in all parts, to de-
bauch them to his fervice; and in Etruria, had
actually enrolled a confiderable body, and formed
them into a little army under the command of
Manlius, a bold and experienced Centurion, who
waited only for his orders to take the field ™
We muflt add to this what all writers mentions
the univerfal difaffe@tion and difcontent , which
pofleffed all ranks of the city, but efpecially the
meaner fort, who from the uneafinefs of their cir-
cumftances, and the preflure of their debts, wifhed
for a change of government; fo that if Catiline
had gained any little advantage at fetting out, or
come off but equal in the firft battle, there was
reafon to expec a general declaration in his favor’’.

He called a council therefore of all the confpira-
tors, to fettle the plan of their work, and divide
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the parts of it among themfelves, and fix a proper
day for the execution. There were aboyt thirty-five,
whofe names are tran{fmitted to us as principles in
the plot, partly of the Senatorian, partly of the
Equeftrian order, with many others from the co-
lonies and municipal towns of Italy, men of fami-
lies and intereflt in their feveral countries. The
Senators were P. Cornelius Lentulus, C. Cethegus,
P. Autronius, L. Caffius Longinus, P. Sylila, Serv,
Sylla, L. Vargunteius, Q. Curius, Q. Annius, VL
Portius Lecca, L. Beftia **. :
Lentulus was delcended from a Patrician branch
of the Cornelian family, one of the moft numer-
ous, as well as the moft fplendid in Rome. His
grandfather had born the title of Prince of the Se-
nate, and was the moft acive in the purfuit and
deftru@ion of C. Gracchus, in which he received
a dangerous wound’’. ‘The grandfon, by the
favor of his noble birth, had been advanced to
the Confulfhip about eight years before, but was
turned out of the fenate {foon after by the Cenfors,
for the notorious infamy of his life, till by obtain-
ing the Prxtorfhip a fecond time, which he now
actually enjoyed, he recovered his former place
and rank in that fupreme council®. His parts
were but moderate, orrather flow; yet the come-
linefs of his perfon, the gracefulnefs and propriety
of his action, the ftrength and fweetnefs of his
voice, procured him fome reputation as a {peaker"".
He was lazy, luxurious, and profligately wicked;
yet fo vain and ambitious, as to expect from the
overthrow of the government, to be the firlt man
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in the republic; in which fancy he was ftrongly
flattered by fome crafty foothfayers, who aflured
him from the Sibylline books, that there were
three Cornelius deffined to the dominion of Rome:
that Cinna and Sylla had already poffeffed it, and
the prophecy wanted to be completed in him .
With thefe views he entered freely into the con-
fpiracy, trufting to Catiline’s vigor for the execu-
tion, and hoping to reap the chief fruit from it's
fuccefs.

Cethegus was of an extra&ion equally noble,
but of a temper fierce, impetuous, and daring
to a degree even of fury. He had been warmly
engaged in the caufe of Marius, with whom he
was driven out of Rome; but when Sylla’s af-
fairs became profperous, he prefently changed
fides, and throwing himfelf at Sylla’s feet, and
promifing great fervices, was reftored to the
City “. After Sylla’s death, by intrigues and
faction he acquired fo great an influence, that
while Pompey was abroad, he governed all things
at home; procured for Antonius, the command
over the coafts of the Mediterranean, and for

Lucullus, the management of the Mithridatic

war “". In the height of this power, he made
an excurfion into Spain, to raife contributions
in that province, where meeting with fome op-
pofition to his violences, he had the hardinefs to
infult, and even wound the Proconful Q. Metel-
lus Pius . But the infolence of his conduc
and the infamy of his life gradually diminifhed,
and at laft deftroyed his credit; when finding

et i Ry
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himfelf controlled by the Magiftrates, and the
particular vigilance of Cicero, he entered eagerly
mto Catiline’s plot, and was intrufted with the
moft bloody and defperate part of it, the talk of
mallacring their enemies within the city. The
reft of the confpirators were not lels illuftrious
for their birth *°. The two Syllas were ne-
phews to the Di&ator of that name; Autronius
had obtained the Confulthip, but was deprived
for bribery ; and Caffius was a competitor for it
with Cicero himflelf. In fhort, they were all of
the fame flamp and character; men whom difap-
pointments, rained fortunes, and flagitious lives,
had prepared for any delign aganft the State;
and all whofe hopes of eafe and advancement
depended on a change of affairs, and the fub-
verfion of the Republic.

At this meeting it was refolved , that a general
infurrection fhould be raifed through Italy ,
the different parts of which were affigned to
different leaders; that Catiline fhould put himfelf
at the head of the troops in Etruria; that Rome
fhould be fired in many places at once, and a
maffacre begun at the fame time of the whole
Senate, and all their enemies; of whom none
were to be fpared except the fons of Pompey,
who were to be kept as Hoftages of their peace
and reconciliation with the father ; that in the
confternation of the fire and maflacre, Catiline
{houid be ready with his Tufcan army, to take
the benefit of the public confufion, and make
himfelf mafter of the City; where Lentulus in
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the mean while, as firlt in dignity , was to prefide
n their general councils; Caffius to manage the
affair of firing it, Cethegus to dire® the maf
facre . But the vigilance of Cicero being the
chief obftacle to all their hopes, Catiline was
very defirous to fee him taken off before he lefg
Rome; upon which two Kunights of the company
tindertook to kil him the next morning in his
bed, in an early vifit on pretence of bufinefs
They were both of his acquaintance , and uvfed
to frequent his houfe; and knowing his cuftom
of giving free accefs to all, made no doubt of
being readily admitted, as Cornelins, one of the
two, afterwards confefled *’.

The meeting was no fooner over, than Cicero
had information of all that paffed in it; for by
the Intrigues of 2 woman named Fulvia, he had
gained' over Curius her gallant, one of the con-
fpirators of Senatorian rank, to fend him a punc-
tual account of all their deliberations. He pre-
fently imparted his intelligence to fome of the
chiefs of the city, who were affembled that even:

ing, as ulual, at his houfe; mforming them not

only of the defign, but naming the men who'
were to execute it, and the very hour when they
would be at his gate: all which fell out exadly
as he foretold; for the two Knights came before
break of day, but had the mortification to find
the houfe well guarded, and all admittance refufed
to them ™.

Catiline was difappointed likewife in another
affair of no lefs moment before he quitted the
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City; a defign to furprife the town of Prznelte,
one of the ftrongelt fortrefles of Italy, within
twenty-five miles of Rome ; which would have
been of fingular ufe to him in the war, and a
fure retreat in all events: but €Cicero was [l be-
forechand with him, and from the apprehenfion
of fuch an attempt, had previoully fent orders
to the place to keep a fpecial guard; fo that
when Catiline came in the night to make an afl-
fault , he found them fo well provided, that he
durlt not venture upon the experiment 7.

This was the ftate of the confpiracy, when
Cicero delivered the firft of thofe four fpeeches,
which were [poken upon the occafion of it, and
are fill extant. The meeting of the conipirators
was on the fixth of November , in the evening;
and on the eighth he fummoned the Senate to
the Temple of Jupiter in the Capitol, where it was
not ufually held but in times of public alarm "%
There had been feveral debates before this on the
fame fubject of Catiline’s treafons, and his defign
of killing the Conful, and a decree had paffed at
the motion of Cicero, to offer'a public reward
to the firlt difcoverer of the plot; if a flave, his
liberty, and eight hundred pounds ; if a citizen, his
pardon, and fixteen hundred 7. Yet Catiline
by a profound diffimulation, and the conftant
profeffions of his innocence, fill deceived many
of all ranks; reprefenting the whole as the fiction
of his enemy Cicero, and offering to give fecuri
ty for his behaviour, and to deliver himfelf to
the cultody of any whom the Senate would name ;
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of M. Lepidus, of the Pretor Metellus, or of
Cicero himfelf: but none of them would receive
him, and Cicero plainly told him, that he fhould
never think himfelf fafe in the fame houfe, when
he was in danger by living in the fame City with
him "*: yet he fill kept on the ma(k, and had
the confidence to come to this very meeting in
the Capital ; which fo fhocked the whole affem-
bly, that none even of his acquaintance durft venture
to falute him; and the Confular Senators quitted
that part of the houfe in which he fac, and left the
whole bench clear to him ”’. Cicero was fo pro-
voked by his impudence, that inftead of enter-
ing upon any bufinefs, as he defigned, addref-
fing himfelf directly to Catiline, he broke out
into a2 molt fevere invective againft him; and
with all the fire and force of an incenfed eloquence
laid open the whole courfe of his villanies, and
the notoriety of his treafons.

He put him in mind, < that there was a de-
¢ cree already made againft him, by which he
“ could take his life *; and that he ought to
“ have done it long ago, fince many, far more
eminent and lefs criminal, had been taken off
by the fame authority for the fufpicion only
 of treafonable defigns; that if he fhouid or-
 der him therefore to be killed upon the fpot;
“ there was caufe to apprehend, that it would
“ be thought rather too late, than too cruel. —
“ But there was a certain reafon which yet with-
“ held him ———— Thou fhalt then be put to
# death, fays he, when there is not a man to
be
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“ be found fo wicked, fo defperate, fo like to
“ thyfelf , who will deny it to be done juftly. —
“ As long as there is one who dares to defend
“ thee, thou fhalt live; and live fo, as thou
“ now doft, furrounded by the guards, which
“ I have placed about thee, fo as not to fuffer
“ thee to flir a foot againft the Republic; whill
“ the eyes and ears of many fhall watch thee,
“ as they have hitherto done, when thou little
“ thoughteft of it .” He then goes on to give
a detall of all that had been concerted by the
confpirators at their feveral meetings, to let him
fee, « that he was perfe@ly informed of every
i ¢ ftep which he had taken, or defigned to take ”;
ol and obferves, “ that he faw feveral at that very
nd “ time in the Senate, who had affifted at thofe
“ meetings. —— He preffes him therefore to
€ quit the City, and fince all his counfels were
“ detected, to drop the thought of fires and mafia-
b “ cres; —— that the gates were open, and no
“ body fhould ftop him ".” ‘Then running over
T the flagitious enormities of his life , and the feries
o0 of his traiterous practices,  he exhorts, urges,
“ commands him to depart, and if he would be
" % advifed by him , to go into a voluntary exile,
i “ and free them from their fears; that, if they
“ were jult ones, they might be fafer; if ground-
“ lefs, the quieter *: that though he would
“ not put the queftion to the houfe, whether
“ they would order him into banifhment, or not,
“ yet he would let him fee their fenfe upon it
¢ by 'their mannexr of bebhaving while he was

I Vor. I, N
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urging him to it; for fhould he bid any other
Senator of credit, P. Sextius, or M. Marcellus,
to go into exile, they would all rife up againft
him at once, and lay violent hands on their
Conful: yet when he faid it to him, by their
filence they approved it ; by their fuffering
it , decreed it; by faying nothing , proclaim-
ed their confent . That he would anfwer
likewife for the Knights , who were then
guarding the avenues of the Senate; and were
bardly reftrained from doing him violence;
that if he would confent to go, they would
all quietly attend him to the gates. — Yet
after all, if in virtue of his command he fhould
really go into banifhment, he forefaw what a
ftorm of envy ‘he fhould draw by it upon
himfelf; but he did not value that, if by his
own calamity he could avert the dangers of
the Republic: but there was no hope that
Catiline could ever be induced to yield to
the occafions of the State, or moved with
a fenfe ‘of his crimes, or reclaimed by fhame,
or fear, or reafon, from his madnefs *'. He
exhorts him therefore, if he would not go into
‘exile, to go at lealt, where he was expeded,
into Manlius’s camp, and begin the war; pro-
vided only, that he would carry out with
him all the reft of his crew: — That there he
might riot and exult at his full eafe, without
the mortification of feeing one honelt man
about him **. — There he might pracufe all
that difcipline to which he had been trained,
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 of lying upon the ground, not only in purfuit
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of his lewd amours, but of bold and hardy
enterprifes: there he might exert all that
boafted patience of hunger, cold, and want,
by which however he would f(hortly find him.
felf undone . He then introduces an expoftu-

lation of the Republic with himfelf, ** for his too
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great lenity , in fuffering fuch a traitor to efcape,
inftead of hurrying him to immediate death;
that it was an inftance of cowardice and ingra-
titude to the Roman people, that he, a new
man , who, without any recommendation from
his anceftors, had been raifed by them through
all the degrees of honor to fovereign dignity,
thould for the fake of any danger to himfelf,
negle@ the care of the public fafety *'. To this
molt facred voice of my country”, fays he, ¢ and
to all thofe who blame me after the fame manner,
I {hall make this (hort anfwer; that if I had
thought it the moft advifable to put Catiline
to death, I would not have allowed that Gla-
diator the ufe of one moment’s life: for if, in
former days , our moft illuftrious Citizens,
inftead of {fullying, have done honor to their
memorics, by the deltruction of Saturninus,
the Gracchi, Flaccus, and many others; there
is no ground to fear, that by killing this Par-
ricide any envy would lie upon me with pofs
terity ; yet if the greatelt was fure to befal

‘ me, it was always my perfvuafion, that envy

acquired by virtue was really glory, not en-
vy: but there are {fome of this very order,

N3
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who do not either fee the*dangers which hang
over us, or elfe diffemble what they fee; who
by the foftnefs of their votes cherith Catiline’s

“ hopes, and add firength to the confpiracy by
“ not believing it; whofe authority 1nfluences

many , not only of the wicked but the weak;
who, if 1 had punifhed this man as he de-
ferved , would not have failed to cry out
upon me for adting the tyrant *. Now I
am perfuaded, that when he is once gone into
Manlius’s camp, whither he actually defigns
to go, none can be fo filly, as not to fee that
there is a plot, none fo wicked, as not to ac-
knowledge it: whereas by taking off him alone,
though this peftilence would be fomewhat
checked, it could not be fuppreffed: but when
he has thrown himfelf into rebellion, and car-
ried out his friends along with him, and drawn
together the profligate and defperate from all
parts of the empire, not only this ripened
plague of the Republic, but the very root
and feed of all our evils will be extirpated
with him at once.” Then applying himfelf

again to Cat.iIine, he‘ccnciudcs with a fhort
prayer to Jupiter: “ With thefe omens, Catiline,

(13

of all profperity to the Republic, but of deftruc-

“ tion to thyfelf, and all thofe who have joined
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themfelves with thee in all kinds of parricide,
go thy way then to this impious and abomi-
nable war; whill thou, Jupiter, whofe reli
gion was cftablifbed with the foundation of this
City , whom we truly call Stator, the ftay and
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“ prop of this empire, wilt drive this man and
“ his accomplices from thy altars and temples,
from the houfes and walls of the city, from
the lives and fortunes of us all ; and wilt
deftroy with eternal punifhments, both living
and dead, all the haters of good men, the
enemies of their country, the plunderers of
“ Ttaly , now confederated in this deteftable league
‘ and partnerfhip of willany.”

Catiline,, altonifhed by the thunder of this
fpeech , had Iittle to fay for himfelf in anfwer to
it; yet with down-caft looks and fuppliant voice he
begged of the Fathers, not to believe too haltily
what was faid agaiolt him by an enemy; that
his birth and paft life offered every thing to him
that was hopeful; and 1t was not to be imagined,
that a man of Patrician family , whofe anceftors, as
well as himfelf, had given many proofs of their affec-
tion to the Roman people, fhould want to overturn
the government; while Cicero, a firanger, and late
inhabitant of Rome, was fo zealous to preferve it.
But as he was going on to give foul language, the
Senate interrupted him by a general outcry, calling
him Traitor and Parricide : upon which being fu-
rious and defperate, he declared again aloud what
he had faid before to Cato, that fince he was cir-
cumvented and driven headlong by his ecnemies, he
would quench the flame which was raifed about him,
by the common ruin; and fo rufhed out of the alfem.
bly **. As foon as he was come to his houfe, and
began to reflet on what had paffed, perceiving it

in vain to diffemble any longer, he refolved to
N3
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enter into action immediately, before the troops of
the Republic were increaled, or any new levies
made; fo that after a fhort conference with Lentulus,
Cethegus , and the reft, about what had been
concerted in the laft mecting , having given frefh
orders and affurances of his fpeedy return at the
head of a firong army, he left Rome that very
night with a fmall retinue, to make the beflt of
his way towards Etruria *“.

He no fooner difappeared, than his friends
gave out that he was gone into a voluntary exile
at Marfeilles ¥’ ; which was induftrioufly fpread
through the City the next morning, to raife an
odium upon Cicero, for driving ac innocent
man into banifhment without any previous trial
- or proof of his guilt : but Cicero was too well
informed of his motions to entertain any doubt
about his going to Manlius’s camp, and into ac-
tual rebellion; he knew that he had fent thither
already a quantity of arms, and all the enfigns of
military command, with that filver eagle, which he
ufed to keep with great fuperfition in his houfe, for
it’s having belonged to C. Marius in his expedition
againft the Cimbri *'. But left the ftory fhould
make an ill impreffion on the City, he called the
people together into the Forum, to give them
an account of what paffed in the Senate the day
before , and of Catiline’s leaving Rome upon it.

He began by “ congratulating with them on
 Catiline’s flight, as on a certain vidory ; fince
“ the driving him from his fecret plots and infi-
 dious attempts on their lives and fortunes into
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“ open rebellion , fwas in effect to conquer him:
that Catiline bimfelf was fenfible of it; whofe
chief regret in his retreat was not for leaving
the City, but for leaving it Randing *’. — But
* if there be any here,” fays he, “ who blame me
for what I am boafting of , as you all indeed
jultly may, that I did not rather feize, than
fend away fo capital an enemy; that is not my
fault, Citizens, but the favlt of the times. Ca.
tiline ought long ago to have fuffered the lalt
punifhment; the cuftom of our ancefltors, the
difcipline of the empire, and the Republic itfelf
required it: but how many would there have
been, who would not have believed, what I
charged him with? how many, who through
weaknefs would never have imagined it, or
through wickednefs would have defended 1t?”
— He obferves, * that if he had put Catiline
“ to death, he fhould have drawn upon himfelf
“ fuch an odium, as would have rendered him
¢ unable to profecute his accomplices, and extir-
“ pate the remains of the confpiracy ; but fo far
“ from being afraid of him now, he was forry
“ only that he went off with fo few to attend
him*: that his forces were contemptible, if
compared with thofe of the Republic ; made
up of a miferable, needy crew, who had wafted
their fubftance, forfeited their bails, and would
run away not only at the fight of an army,
but of the Prztor’s edit; — That thofe, who
had deferted his army and ftaid behind, were
*“ more to be dreaded than the army itfelf; and
N 4
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“ the more fo, becaufe they knew him to be in-

formed of all their defigns, yet were not at all
moved by it: that he had laid open all their
counfels in the Sepate the day before, upon
which Catiline was fo difheartened, that he im-
mediately fled: that he could not guefs what
thefe others meant; if they imagined that he
fhould always ufe the fame lenity, they were
much miftaken **: for he had now gained
what he bad hitherto been waiting for, to make
all people fee that there was a confpiracy ; that
now therefore there was no more room for cle.
mency , the cafe itfelf required feverity; yet
he would ftill grant them one thing, to quit the
city and follow Catiline: nay, would tell them
the way, it was the Aurelian road, and, if
they would make hafte, they might overtake
him before night.” Then after defcribing the
profligate life and converfation of Catiline and his
accomplices >, he declares it * infufferably im-
* pudent for fuch men to pretend to plot; the
* lazy againft the aive, the foolifh againft the
* prudent, the druoken againft the fober, the
* drowly againft the vigilant; who lolling at
¢ feafts, embracing miftrefles, ftaggering with
* wine, ftuffed with victuals, crowned with gar-
“ lands, daubed with perfumes, belch in their
 converfations of maffacring the honeft , and
“ firing the city. If my Confulthip,” fays he,
“ fince it cannot cure, fhould cut of all thefe, it
“ would add no fmall period to the duration of
 the Republic : for there is no nation, which
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6

we have reafon to fear, no King, who can
make war upon the Roman people; all difturb-
ances abroad, both by land and fea, are quel-
led by the virtue of one man; but a domeltic
war ftill remains; the treafon, the danger, the
enemy is within; we are to combat with luxury,
with madnefls, with villany: in this war I pro-
fefs myfelf your leader, and take upon myfelf
all the animofity of the delperate: whatever
can poflibly be healed, I will heal; but what
ought to be cut off, 1 will never fuffer to fpread
to the ruin of the city . ” He then takes
notice of the report of Catiline’s being driven into
exile, but ridicules the weaknefs of it, and fays,
‘ that he had put that matter out of doubt, by
expofing all his treafons the day before in the
Senate **. ” He laments “ the wretched con-
dition not only of governing, but even of pre-
ferving States : for if Catiline,” fays he, ““baffled
by my pains and counfels, fhould really change
his mind, drop all thoughts of war, and be-
take himfelf to exile, he would not be faid to be
difarmed and terrified, or driven from his pur-
pofe by my vigilance: but uncondemned and
innocent to be forced into banifhment by the
threats of the Conful; and there would be
€ numbers, who would think him not wicked,
“ but uohappy; and me not a diligent Conful,
but a cruel tyrant. 7 He declares, * that though
for the fake of his own eafle or character he
fhould never wilh to hear of Catiline’s being at
the head of an army, yet they would certainly
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hear itin three day’s time: — that if men were
fo perverfe as to complain of his being driven
away , what would they have faid if he had
been put to death? Yet there was not one of
thofe who talked of his going to Marfeilles,
but would be forry for it if it was true, and
wilhed much rather to fee him in Manlius's

camp”’.” He proceeds to defcribe at large the

firength and forces of Catline, and the different
forts of men of which they were compofed; and
then difplaying and oppofing to them the fuperior
torces of the Republic, he (hows 1t to be “a

(44

(4]

<

(14

13

<t

(11

(%4

44

(44

(44

(44

113

(14

(19

<c

111

{4

(44

-

contention of all forts of virtue againft all forts
of vice; in which, if all human help fhould fail
them, the Gods themfelves would never fuffer
the beft caufe in the world to be vanquifhed by
the worlt **.” He requires them therefore to
keep a watch only in their private houfes, for
he had taken care to fecure the public, without
any tumult: that he had given notice to all the
colonies and great towns of Catiline’s retreat,
fo as to be upon their guard againft him: that
as to the body of Gladiators, whom Catiline
always depended vpon as his beft and fureft
band, they were taken care of in fuch a manner,
as to be in the power of the Republic®’; though,
to fay the truth, even thefe were better affected
than fome part of the Patricians: that he had
fent Q. Metellus the Prztor into Gaul and the
difirict of Picenum , to oppofe all Catiline’s
motions on that fide; and for fettling all matters
at home had fummoned the Senate to meet again
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that morning , which, as they faw, was then
affembling. As for thofe therefore who were left
behind in the city, though they were now
enemies , yet fince they were born citizens, he
admeonifhed them again and again, that his lenity
had been waiting only for an opportunity of
demonftrating the certainty of the plot: that

“ for the reft, he fhould never forget that this
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was his country, he their Conful, who thought
it his duty either to live with them, or die for
them. There is no guvard”, fays he, “upon
the gates, none to watch the roads; if any one
has a mind to withdraw himfelf, he may go
wherever he pleafes; but if he makes the lealt
ftir within the city, fo as to be caught in any
overt act againft the Republic, lie (hall know,
that there are in it vigilant Confuls, excellent
Magiftrates, a flout Senate; that there are arms,
and a prifon, which our anceftors provided as
the avenger of manifeft crimes; and all this fhall
be tranfacted in fuch a manner, Citizens, that
the greateft diforders fhall be quelled without
the leaft hurry; the greatet dangers without
any tumult; a domefiic war, the molt defperate
of any in our memory, by me your only Leader
and General , in my gown; which I will manage
fo, that, as far as it is poflible, not one even
of the guilty fhall fuffer punifhment in the city :
but if their audacioufnefs and my country’s
danger fhould neceffarily drive me from this
mild refolution, yet I will effect, what in fo
cruel and treacherous a war could hardly be
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* hoped for, that not one honeft man fhall fall,
but all of you be fafe by the punifhment of a
few. This I promife, Citizens, not from any
confidence in my own prudence, or from any
human counfels, but from the many evident
declarations of the Gods, by whofe impulfe I
am led into this perfuafion; who afliit us, not
as they ufed to do, at a diftance, againft foreign
and remote enemics, but by their prefent help
and protection defend their temples and our
houfes : it is your part therefore to worfhip,
implore, and pray to them, that fince all out
enemies are now fubdued both by land and fea,
they would continue to preferve this city, which
was defigned by them for the moft beautiful,
the moft flourithing , and moft powerful on
earth, from the deteftable treafons of it’s own
defperate citizens.”

We have no account of this day’s debate in the
Senate, which met while Cicero was fpeaking to
the people, and were waiting his coming to them
from the Roftra: but as to Catiline, after Raying
a few days on the road to raife and arm the coun-
try through which he paffed, and which his agents
had already been difpofing to his interefts, he
marched directly to Manlius’s camp , with the Fafces
and ail the enfigns of military command difplayed
before him. Upon this news the Senate declared
both him and Manlius public enemies, with offers
of pardon to all his followers, who were not con-
demned of capital crimes, if they returned to their
duty by a certain day; and ordered the Confuls to
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make new levies, and that Antonius (hould follow
Catiline with the army ; Cicero ftay at home to
guard the City *".

It will feem firange to fome, that Cicero, when
he had certain information of Catiline’s treafon,
inftead of feizing him in the city, not only fuf-
fered but urged his efcape, and forced him as it
were to begin the war. But there was good
reafon for what he did, as he frequently intimates
in his fpeeches; he had many enemies among the
Nobility , and Catiline many fecret friends; and
though he was perfedly informed of the whole
progrefs and extent of the plot, yet the proofs
being not ready to be laid before the public, Ca-
tiline’s diffimulation ftill prevailed, and perfuaded
great numbers of his innocence ; {o that if he had
imprifoned and punifhed him at this time, as he
deferved, the whole fa&tion were prepared to raife
a general clamor againft him, by reprefenting his
adminiftration asa Tyranny, and the plot as a for-
gery contrived to fupport it: whereas by driving
Catiline into rebellion, he made all men fee the
reality of their danger; while from an exact account
of his troops, he knew them to be fo unequal to
thofe of the Republic, that there was no doubt of
his being deftroyed, if he could be pufhed to the
neceflity of declaring himfelf before his other pro-
jecéts were ripe for execution. He knew alfo, that
if Catiline was once driven out of the city, and
feparated from his accomplices, who were a lazy,
drunken, thoughtlels crew, they would ruin them.
felves by their own rafhnefs, and be eafily drawn
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into any trap which he fhould lay for them: the
event fhowed that he judged right; and by what
bappened afterwards both to Catiline and to him.
fcIf 1t appeared, that, as far as human caution
could reach, he acted with the utmoft prudence
in regard as well to his own, as to the public
fafety.

In the mid&t of all this hurry, and foon after
Catiline’s flight, Cicero found leifure, according to
his cuftom, to defend L. Murena, one of the Con-
fuls elect, who was now brought to a trial for bri-
bery and corruption. Cato had declared in the
Senate, that he would try the force of Cicero’s
Iate law upon one of the Confular Candidates* :
and fince Catiline, whom he chiefly aimed at, was
out of his reach, he refolved to fall upon Murena;
yet connived at the fame time at the other Conful,
Silanus , who had married his filter, though equally
guilty with his colleague '**: he was joined in the
accufation by one of the difappointed candidates,
S. Sulpicius, a perfon of diftinguifhed worth and
chara&er, and the moft celebrated Lawyer of the
age, for whole fervice, and at whofe inftance Ci-
cero’s law againft bribery was chiefly provided ™.

Murena was bred a foldier, and had acquired
great fame in the Mithridatic war, as Licutenant
to Lucullus ***; and was now defended by three,
the greatet men, as well as the greateft Orators
of Rome, Craflus, Hortenfius, and Cicero:: fo
that there had feldom been a trial of more expec-
tation, on account of the dignity of all the parties
concerned. . The charadler of the accufers makes
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it reafonable to believe, that there was clear proof
of fome illegal practices; yet from Cicero’s {peech,

which, though imperfect, is the only remaining
mopument of the tranfaction, it feems probable,
that they were fuch on]y, as though firi&ly
fpeaking irregular, were yet warranted by cuffom
and the example of all Candidates; and though
heinous in the eyes of a Cato, or an angry com-
petitor, were ufually overlooked by the magiftrates
and expected by the people.

The accufation confifted of three heads; the
fcandal of Murena’s life; the want of dignity in his
charad&ter and family ; and bribery in the late elec-
tion. As to the firft, the greatel crime which
Cato charged him with was dancing; to which
Cicero’s defence is fomewhat remarkable: * He ad-
“ monifhes Cato not to throw out fuch a calumny
fo inconfiderately, or to call the Conful of Rome
a dancer; but to confider how many other
crimes a man mult needs be guilty of before
that of dancing could be truly objeéted to him
{ince nobody ever danced, even in folitude, or
a private meeting of friends, who was not ei-
ther drunk or mad ; for dancing was always the
laft a& of riotous banquets, gay places, and
much jollity : that Cato charged him therefore
with what was the effe@ of many vices, yet
with none of thofe, without which that vice
could not poffibly fubfift; with no fcandalous
fealts, no amours, no nightly revels, no lewd-
nels, no extravagant expenie, &c. “’.”

As to the fecond article, the want of dignity, it
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was urged chiefly by Sulpicius, who being noble
and a patrician, was the more mortified to be de-
feated by a Plebeian, whofe extraction he con-
temned : but “ Cicero ridicules the vanity of
** thinking no family good, but a Patrician;
* fhows that Murena’s grand-father and great
grand -father had been Prztors; and that his
father alfo from the fame dignity had obtained
the honor of a Triumph: that Sulpicius’s no-
bility was better known to- the antiquaries than
to the people; fince his grand-father had never
born any of the principal offices, nor his father
ever mounted higher than the Equeftrian rank:
that being therefore the fon of a Roman Knight,
he had always reckoned him in the fame clafs
with himfelf, of thofe who by their own in-
duftry had opened their way to the higheft
honors ; that the Curius, the Catos , the
Pompeius, the Marius, the Didius, the Czlius
were all of the fame fort: that when he had
broken through that barricade of Nobility , and
laid the Confulfhip open to the virtuous, as well
as to the noble, and when a Conful, of an an-
cient and illuftrious defcent, was defended by
a Conful, the fon of a Knight; he never ima-
gined, that the accufers would venture to fay a

word about the novelty of a family : that he

himfelf had two Patrician competitors, the one

a profligate and audacious, the other an excel-

lent and modelt man; yet that he outdid Ca.

tiline in dignity, Galba in iatereft; and if that had

been a crime in a new man, he fhould not have

wanted

(11

(11

(11

[13

19

(11

(17

(19

e

[ 13

(14

cc

(11

(13

(14

(14

(14

€

n

(17

(13

(11

(13




Mo Th oG ECE R v 193
“ wanted enemies to obje@ it to him "**.” He
then fhows, * that the fcience of arms, in which
* Murena excelled ; had much more dignity and
 fplendor in it than the fcience of the law, being
that which firR gave a pame to the Roman
people , brought glory to their city, and fub-
dued the world to their empire: that martial
virtue had ever been the means of conciliating
the favor of the people, and recommending to
the honors of the ftate; and it was but rea-
** fonable that it (bould hold the firft place in that
city, which was raifed by it to be the head of
* all other cities in the world **%.”
As to the laft and heavielt part of the charge,
the crime of bribery, there was little or nothing
made out againft him, but what was too common
to be thought criminal; the bribery of fhows, plays,
and dinpers given to the populace; yet not fo much
by himfelf, as by his friends and relations, who
were zealous to ferye him; fo thac Cicero makes
very flight of it, and declares himfelf * more
“ afraid of the authority, than the accufation of
“ Cato;” and to obyiate the influence which the
reputation of Cato’s 1ntégrity mighe have in the
caule, he obferves, * that the people in general,
“ and all wife judges had ever been jealous of the
¢ power and interelt of an acculer; left the cri
“ minal {hould be born down, not by the weight
“ of his crimes, but the fuperior force of his ad-
¢ verfary. Let the authority of the great pre-
“ vail,” fays he, * for the fafety of the innocent,
“ the protection of the helple(s, and the rclief of
Vo L QO

13
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the miferable; but let it'’s influence be repelled
from the dangers and deftruction of citizens:
for if any one fhould fay , that Cato would not
have taken the pains to accufe, if he had not
been afflured of the crime, he eftablifhes a very
unjuft law to men in diftrefs, by making the
judgment of an accufer to be confidered as a
prejudice or previous condemnation of the cri-
minal **°, He exhorts Cato not to be fo fe-
vere, on what ancient cuftom and the Republic
itfelf bad found ufeful; nor to deprive the peo-
ple of their plays, gladiators, and fealts, which
their anceftors, had approved ; nor to take from
candidates an opportunity of obliging by a me-
thod of expenfe which indicated their genero-
fity , rather than an intention to corrupt **.”

But whatever Murena’s crime might be, the
circumftance which chiefly favored him was the
difficulty of the times, and a rebellion adivally
on foot; which made it neither fafe nor prudeat to
deprive the city of a Conful, who by a military edu-
cation was the belt qualified to defend it in fo dange-
rous a crifis. This point Cicero dwells much upon,
declaring , ¢ that he vndertook this caufe, not {o
“ much for the fake of Murena, as of the peace,
the liberty, the lives and fafety of tiwfn all.
Hear, hear,” fays he, “your Conful, who, not
to fpcak arrogantly, thm‘ s of nothmg dny and
night but of the Republic: Catiline does not
delpife us fo far, as to hope to fubdue this city
with the force which he has carried out with
“ him: the contagion is fpread wider than you
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imagine : the Trojan horfe is within our walls;
which, while I am Conful, fhall never opprels
you in your fleep. If it be afked then, what
reafon 1 have to fear Catiline ? nove at all; and
I have taken care that no body elfe need fear
him: yet I fay, that we have caule to fear thofe
troops of his, which I fee in this very place.
Nor is his army fo much to be dreaded, as thofe
who are faid to have deferted it: for in truth
they are not deferted, but are left by him
only as {pies upon us, and placed as it were in
ambufb, to deltroy us the more fecurely: all
thefe want to fee a worthy Conful, an experi-
enced General, a man both by pature and for-
tunes attacHed to the interefts of the Republic,
driven by your fentence from the guard and
cuftody of the city ***.” After urging this topic

with great warmth and force, he adds, “ We are
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now come to the crifis and extremity of eur
danger ; there is no relource or recovery for
us, it we now mifcariy; it is no time to throw
away any of the helps which we have, but by
all means poflible, to acquire more. The enemy
is not on the banks of the Anio, which was
thought fo terrible in the Punic war, but in the
City and the Forum. Good Gods! (I cannot
fpeak it without a figh) there are fome enemies
in the very fan&uary ; fome, I fay, even in the
Senate ! The Gods grant, that my co]]eaguc
may quell this rebeliion by our arms; whillt T,
in the gown , by the affiftance of all the honeft,
will difpel the other dangers with which the
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“ city is now big. But what will become of us,
<« if they fhould {lip through our hands into the
“ new year; and find but one Conful in the Re-
public, and him employed not in profecuting
¢ the war, but in providing a colleague? Then
this plague of Catiline will break out in all it’s
fury, fpreading terror, confufion, fire, and
fword through the city, &c. *’.” This con-
fideration, fo forcibly urged, of the neceflity of
having two Confuls for the guard of the city at the
opening of the.new year, had fuch weight with the
judges, that without any deliberation they unani-.
mouflyacquitted Vlurena, and would not, as Cicero
fays, fo much as hear the accufation of men, the
moft eminent and illuftrious **".

Cicero had a firict mtimacy all this while with
Sulpicius, whom he had ferved with all his intereft
in this very conteft for the Confulthip ™", He had
a great friendfhip alfo with Cato, and the higheft
elteem of his integrity; yet he not only defended
this caufe again{lt them both, but to take off the
prejudice of their authority, labored even to make
them ridiculous; rallying the profeffion of Sulpicius
as trifling and contemptible, the principles of Cato
as abfurd and impracticable, with fo much humor
and wit, that he made the whole audience very
merry , and forced Cato to cry out, What a
facetious Conful have we'"”! but what is more
obfervable, the oppofition of thefe great men in
an affair fo interefting gave no fort of interruption
to their friendfhip, which continued as firm as
ever to theend of their lives: and Cicero, who




M BICIGERO 197

lived the longeft of them, fhowed the real value
that he had for them both after their deaths, by
procuring public honors for the one, and writing
the life and praifes of the other. Murena too,
though expofed.-to fo much danger by the profecu-
tion, yet feems to have retained no refentment
of it; but during his Confullhip paid a great
deference to the counfels of Cato, and employed
all his power to fupport him againft the violence
of Metellus, his Colleague in the Tribunate. This
was a greatnels of mind truly noble, and fuitable
to the dignity of the perfons; not to be fhocked
by the particular contradi@®ion of their friends,
when their general views on both fides were
laudable and virtuous: yet this mult not be
wholly charged to the virtue of the men, but to
the difcipline of the Republic itfelf, which by a
wife policy impofed it as a duty on it’s fubjeéts
to defend their fellow citizens in their dangers,
without regard to any friendfhips or engagements
whatfoever '*>. The examples of this kind will be
more or lefs frequent in ftates, in proportion as
the public good happens to be the ruling principle;
for that is a bond of union too firm to be broken
by any little differences about the meafures of
purfuing it: but where private ambition and party-
zeal have the afcendant, there every oppofition
muft neceffarily create animofity, as it obftru@s
the acquifition of that good, which is confidered
as the chief end of life, private benefit and advan-
tage.

Before the trial of Murena, Cicero had pleaded
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another caufe of the fame kind in the defence of
C. Pifo, who had been Conful four years before,
and acquired the character of a brave and vigorous
magiftrate: but we have no remains of the fpeech,
nor any thing more faid of it by Cicero, than
that Pifo was acquitted on the account of his
laudable behaviour in his Confulthip ***. We learn
however from Salluft , that he was accufed of
oppreffion and extortion in his government; and
that the profecution was promoted chiefly by
J. Czfar, out of revenge for Pifo’s having arbi-
trarily punifhed one of his friends or clients in
- Cifalpire Gaul "',

But to return to the affair of the confpiracy,
Lentulus, and the reft, who were left in the city,
were preparing all things for the execution of their
grand defign, and foliciting men of all ranks, who
feemed likely to favor their caufe, or to be of any
ufe to it: among the reft, they agreed to make
an attempt on the Ambafladors of the Allobroges;
a warlike mutinous, faithlefs people, inhabiting
the countries now called Savoy and Dauphiny,
greatly difaffected to the Roman power, and
already ripe for rebellion. Thefe ambaffadors,
who were preparing to return home, much out
of humor with the Senate, and without any redrefs
of the grievances, which they were fent to complajn
of, received the propofal at firft very greedily,
and promifed to engage their nation to aflift the
confpirators with what they principally wanted ***,
a good body of horfe, whenever they fhould
begin the war; but reflecting afterwards in their




M) T 7 CIGERD. 199

caoler thoughts, on the difficulty of the enterprife,
and the danger of involving themfelves and their
country in fo defperate a caufe, they relolved to
difcover what they knew to Q. Fabius Sanga,
the patron of their city, who immediately gave
intelligence of it to the Conful ™’

Cicero’s inftru@ions upon it were, that the
ambafiadors fhould continue to feign the fame
zeal which they had hitherto fhown, and promife
every thing that was required of them, till they
had got a full infight into the extent of the plot,
with diftin& proofs againft the particular adtors
in it ***: upon which, at their next conference
with the confpirators, they infifted on having fome
credentials from them to fhow to their people at
home, without which they would néver be induced
to enter into an eagagement fo hazardous. This
was thought rteafonable, and prefently complied
with ; and Vulturcius was appointed to go along
with the ambaflfadors , and introduce them to
Catiline on their road, in order to confirm the
agreement, and exchange affurances alfo with him;
to whom Lentulus fent at the fame time a_parti-
cular letter under his own hand and feal, though
without his name. Cicere being punctually informecd
of all thefe fadts , concerted privately with the
ambafladors the time and manner of their leaving
Rome in the night, and that on the Milvian
bridge, about a mile from the city, they fhould
be arrefted with their papers and letters about
them, by two of the Praztors, L. Flaccus and
C. Pontinius, whom he bhad inftructed for that
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purpofe, and ordered to lie in ambulh near the
place, with a ftrong guard of friends and foldiers:
all which was fuccefsfully executed, and the whole
company brought prifoners to Cicera’s houfe by
break of day ™"

The rumor of this accident prefently drew a
refort of Cicero’s principal friends about him, who
advifed him to open the letters before he produced
them in the Senate, left if nothing of moment
were found in them, it might be thought rafh
and imprudent to raife an unneceffary terror and
alarm through the city. But he was too well
informed of the contents, to fear any- cenfure of
that kind; and declared, that in a cafe of public
danger he thought it his duty ta lay the matter
entire before the public council ™, He fummoned
the Senate therefore to meet immediately, and
fent at the fame time for Gabinius, Statilius,
Cethegus, and Lentulus, who all came prefently
to his houfe, fufpecting nothing of the difcovery;
and being informed alfo of a quantity of arms
provided by Cethegus for the ufe of the confpi-
racy, he ordered C. Sulpicius, another of the
Prezetors, to go and fearch his houfe, where he
found a great number of fwords and daggers, with

~other arms, all newly cleaned, and ready for
prefent fervice ” : ik

With this preparation he fet out to meet the
Senate in the Temple of Concord, with a numerous
guard of Citizens, carryiug the ambafladors and
the confplrators wu:h him in coftody: and after

‘he had given the aflembly an account of the whole
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affair, Vulturcius was called in to be examined
feparately; to whom Cicero, by order of the houfe,
offered a pardon and reward, if he would faithfully
difcover all that he knew: upon which, after
fome hefitation, he confefled, that he had letters
and inftru&ions from Lentulus to Catiline , to prefs
him to accept the affiftance of the {laves, and to
lead his army with all expedition towards Rome,
to the intent, that when igs fhould be fet on fire
in different places , and: the general maffacre begun,
he might be at hand to intercept thofe who efcaped,
and join with his friends in the city "™,

The ambafladors were examined next, who
declared , that they had received letters to their na-
tion, from Lentulus, Cethegus, and Statilius;
that thefe three, and L. Caffius allo required them
to fend a body of horfe as foon as poffible into
Italy, declaring, that they had no occalion for
any foot: that Lentulus had affured them from
the Sibylline books, and the anfwers of Sooth-
fayers, that he was the third Cornelius, who was
deftined to be mafter of Rome, as Cinna and
Sylla had been before him; and .that this was the
fatal year marked for the deftruction of the City
and Empire: that there was fome difpute between
Cethegus and the reft about the time of firing the
city ; for while the reft were for fixing it on the
feaft of Saturn, or the middle of December, Ce-
thegus thought that day too remote and dilatory. —
The letters were then produced and opened; firlt
that from Cethegus; and upon fhowing him the
feal, he allowed it to be his; it was written with
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his own hand, and addreffed to the Senate and
People of the Allobroges, fignifying, that he
would make good what he had promifed to their
ambaffadors, and entreating them allo to perform
what the ambaffadors had undertaken for them.
He had been interrogated juft before, about the
arms that were found at his houfe; to which he
anfwered, that they were provided only for his
curiofity, for he had"@lways been particularly fond
‘of neat arms: but after His letter was read, he
was fo dejected and confounded, that he had
nothing at all to fay for himfelf. — Statilins was
then brought in, and acknowledged his hand and
feal; and when his letter was read, to the fame
purpofe with Cethegus’s, he confeflfed it to be his
own.— Then Lentulus’s letter was produced,
and his feal likewife owned by him; which Cicero
perceiving to be the head of his grand-father,
could not help expoftulating with him, that the
very image of fuch an anceftor, fo remarkable
for a fingular love of his country, had not reclaim-
ed him from his traiterous defigns. His letter was
of the fame import with the other two; but hav-
ing leave to fpeak for himfelf, he at firft denied
the whole charge, and began to queftion the am-
baffadors and Vulturcius, what bufinefs they ever
had with him, and on what occafion they came
to his houfe; to which they gave clear and diftinct
anfwers; fignifying by whom, and how often they
had been introduced, to him; and then alked him
in cheir turn, whether he had never mentioned any
thing to them about the Sibylline Oracles; upon
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which being confounded, or infatuated rather by
the feofe of his guile, he gave a remarkable proof,
as Cicero fays, of the great force of confcience;
for not only bhis ufual parts and eloquence, but
his impudence too, in which he outdid all men,
quite failed him; fo that he confefled his crime,
to the furprife of the whole affembly. Then
Vulturcius  defired, that the letter to Catiline,
which Lentulus had fent by him, might be opened;
where Lentulus again, though greatly difordered,
acknowledged his hand and feal: it was written
without any name, but to this effe¢t: “ You will
“ know who I am, from him whom I have fent
“to you. Take care to fhow yourfelf a man;
“ and recolleét in what a fitnation you are; and
“ conlider what is now neceffary for you. Be
“ fure to make ufe of the afliltance of all, even
“ of the loweft.” — Gabinius was then introduc-
ed, and behaved impudently for a while; but at
laft denied nothing of what the ambaffadors charg-
ed him with,

After the criminals and witnefles were with-
drawn, the Senate went into a debate upon the
ftate of the Republic, and came unanimoufly to
the following refolutions: Thact public thanks
ihould be decreed to Cicero in the ampleft manner;
by whofe virtue, counfel,, providence, the Republic
was delivered from the greateft dangers: that Flac-
cus and Pontinius, the Prctors, fhould be thanked
likewife for their vigorous and punctual execution
of Cicero’s orders: that Antonius, the other Con-
ful, fhould be praifed, for having removed from
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his counfels all thofe who were concerned in the
confpiracy : That Lentulus, after having abdicated
the Pratorthip, and divelted himfelf of his robes,
and Cethegus, Statilivs, and Gabinius, with their
other accomplices alfo when taken, Caffius, Cex.
parius, Furins, Chilo, Umbrenus, fhould be
committed to fafe cuftody; and that a public
thankfgiving fhould be appointed in Cicero’s name,
for his having preferved the City from a confla-
gration, the Citizens from a maflacre, and Italy
from a war "’

The Senate being difmiffed, Cicero went di-
re@ly into the Roftra, and gave the people an
account of the whole proceeding, in the manner
as it is juft related: where he obferved to them,
*“ that the thankfgiving decreed in his name was
the firft which had ever been decreed to any
man 1in the gown: that all other thankfgiv-
ings had been appointed for fome particular
fervices, to the Republic, this alone for faving
“ it **: that by the feizure of thefe accomplices,
all Catiline’s hopes were blalted at once; for
when he was driving Catiline out of the city,
he forefaw, that if he was once removed,
there would be nothing to apprehend from the
drowfinefs of Lentulus, the fat of Caflius, or
the rafhnefls of Cethegus:— that Catiline was
the life and foul of the confpiracy; who never
took a thing to be done, becaufe he had order-
ed it; but always followed, folicited, and faw
it done himfelf: that if he had not driven him
“ from his fecret plots into open rebellion, he
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could never have delivered the Republic from
it's dangers, or never at leaft with fo much eafe
and quiet: that Catiline would not have named
the fatal day for their deftruion fo long before-
hand; nor ever fuffered his hand and feal to be
brought againft him, as the manifeft proof of
his guilt; all which was fo managed in his
abfence , »that no theft in any private houfe
was ever more clearly detected than this whole
confpiracy: that all this was the pure effect
of a divine influence; not only for it’s being
above the reach of human counfel, but be-
caufe the Gods had fo remarkably mterpofed
in it, as to fhow themfelves almoft vifibly:
for not to menticn the nightly ftreams of lighe
from the weltern (ky, the blazing of the hea.
vens, flafhes of lightning, earthquakes, &c.
he could not omit what happened two years
before, when the turrets of the Capitol were
ftruck down with lightning; how the footh-
fayers, called together from all Etruria, de-
clared that fire, flaughter, the overthrow of the
laws, civil war, and the ruin of the city were
r)ortended unlefs fome means were found
out of appealing the Gods: for which pur-
pofe they ordered a new and larger ftatue of
Jupiter to be made, and to be placed in a po-
fition contrary to that of the former image,
with 1t’s face turning towards the eaft; inti-
mating, that if it looked towards the rifing
Sun, the Forum, and the Senate-houfe, then
all plots againft the ftate would be detected
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fo evidently, that all the world fhould fee them :
— that upon this anfwer, the Confuls of that
year gave immediate orders for making and
placing the ftatue; but from the flow progrefs
of the work, neither they, nor their fucceffors,
nor he himfelf, could get it finifhed till that
very day; on which, by the {pecial influence
of Jupiter, while the confpirators ahd witnefles
were carried through the Forum to the Temple
of Concord, in that very moment the ftatue
was fixed in it’s place; and being turned to look
upoo them and the Senate, both they and the
Senate faw the whole confpiracy deteded.
And canany man,” fays he, be fuch an enemy
to truth, fo rafh, fo mad, as to deny; that all
things which we fee, and above all, that this
city is governed by the power and providence
" of the Gods ™ ?” He proceeds to obferve , “ that
the confpirators mult needs be under a divine
and judicial infatuation,’ and could never have
trufted affairs and letters of fuch moment to
men barbarous and unknown to them, if the
Gods had not confounded their fenfes: and that
the ambalfadors of a nation fo difaffe@ed, and
fo able and willing to make war upon them,
fhould flight the hopes of dominion, and the
advantageous offers of men of Patrician rank,
muft needs be the effect of a divine interpofition;
elpecially when they might have gained their
ends, not by fighting, but by holding their
tongues.” He .exhorts them therefore, “to
celebrate that thankigiving-day religioufly with
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their wifes and children™*. That for 2ll his
pains and fervices he defired no other reward
or honor, but the perpetual remembrance of
that day: in this he placed all his triumphs
and his glory, to have the memory of that day
eternally propagated to the fafety of the City,
and the honor of his Confulfhip; to have it
remembered , that there were two citizens living
at the fame time in the Republic, the one of
whom was terminating the extent of the empire
by the bounds of the horizon itfelf; the other
preferving the feat and centre of that empire /.
That his cafe however was different from that
of their Generals abroad, who, as foon as they
had conquered their enémies, left them; where-
as it was his lot to live {till among thofe whom
he had fubdued: that it ought to be their care
therefore to fee, that the malice of thole enemies
fhould not hurt him; and that what he had
been doing for their good fhould not redound
to his detrivient; though as to himfelf, he had
no caufe to fear any thing, fince he fhould be
protected by the guard of all honeft men, by
the dignity of the Republic itfelf, by the power
of confcience ; which all thofe mult needs violate,
who fhould attempt to injure him: that he would
never yield therefore to the audacioufvefs of any,
but even provoke and attack all the wicked and

the profligate: yet if all their rage at laft, when

repelled from the people, fhould turn fingly upon
him , they fhonld confider what a difcouragement
it would be hereafter to thofe, who fhould
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“ expole themfelves to danger for their fafety. —
* That for his part, he would ever fupport and
defend in his private condition what he had
“ acted in his Confulfhip, and fhow, that what
“* he had done was not the effect of chance, but
of virtue: that if any envy fhould be ftirred up
againft him, it might hurt the envious, but
advance his glory. — Laftly, fince it was now
night, he bad them all go home; and pray to
Jupiter the guardian of them and the city; and
though the danger was now over, to keep the
fame watch 1n their houfes as before, for fear
of any furprife; and he would take care, that
they fhould have no occafion to do it any longer.”

While the prifoners were before the Senate,
Cicero defired fome of the Senators, who could
write fhortshand, to take notes of every thing that
was faid ; and when the whole examination was
finithed and reduced into an a&, he {et all the
clerks at work to tranfcribe copies of it, which he
difperfed prefently through Italy and all the Pro-
vinces, to prevent any invidious milreprefentation
of what was fo clearly attefted and confeffed by
the criminals themfelves ™*, who for the prefent
were committed to the free cuftody of the Magif-
trates and Senators of their acquairitance ™, tll
the Senate fhould come to a final refolution about
them. All this paffed on the third of December,
a'day of no fmall fatigue to Cicero, who, from
break of day till the evening, feems to have been
engaged without any refrelhment, in examining
the witnefles and the criminals; and procuring the
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decree which was confequent upon it; and when
that was over, in giving a narrative of the whole
tranfaclion to the people, who were waiting for '
that purpofe ia the Forum. The fame night his
wife Terentia, with the Vefial Virgins and the
principal matrons of Rome, was perforiing at
home, according to anntial cuftom; the myftic
fites of the Goddefs Bona, o the Good; to which
no male creature was ever admitted ; and ¢ill thae
function was over, he was excluded alfs from his
own houfe ; and forced to retire to a neighbourt’s ;
where with a fele& council of friends He began
to deliberate about the method of punilliing the
traitors ; when his wife came in all hafte to inform
him of a prodigy, which had juft happened
amoiiglt them; for the facrifice being over, and
the fire of the altar feemingly extinét, a bright
flame iflued fuddenly from the aflies, to the afto-
nithment of the company; upon which the Veftal
Virgins fent her away, to require him to purclue
what he had then in his thoughts, for the good
of his country, fince the Goddefs by this fign had
given great light to his fafety and glofy **°.

It is not imptobable, that this pretended prodigy
was  projected between Cicero and  Terentias
whofe fifter likewife being one of the Vefial
Virgins, and having the diretion of the whole
ceremony , might help to effedt without fufpicion
what had been privately concerted amongft them.
For it was of great ufe to Cicero, to poflefs the
minds of the people, as firongly as he could, with
an apprehenfion of  their danger, for the fake of

Vor. L 4
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difpofing them the more eafily to approve the
refolution, that he had already taken in his own
mind, of putting the confpirators to death.

The day following, the Senate ordered public
rewards to the Ambafladors and Vulturcius for their
faithful difcoveries *’*; and by the vigor of their
proceedings feemed to fhow an intention of treat-
ing their prifoners with the laft feverity. The
city in the mean while was alarmed with the ru.
mor of frefh plots, formed by the flaves and depend-
ents of Lentulus and Cethegus for the refcueof
their Mafters ***; which obliged Cicero to rein-
force his guards; and for the prevention of all
fuch attempts, to put an end to the whole affair,
by bringing the queltion of their punifhment,
without farther delay, before the Senate; which
he fummoned for that purpofe the next morning.

The debate was of great delicacy and import-
ance; to decide upon the lives of citizens of
the firt rank. Capital punifhments were rare
and ever odious in Rome, whofe laws were of
all others the lealt fanguinary; banithment, with ‘
confifcation of goods, being the ordinary punifh- '
ment for the greatelt crimes. The Senate indeed,
as it has been faid above, in cafes of fudden and ’
dangerous ' tumults, claimed the prerogative of
punifhing the leaders with death by the authority
of their own decrees: but this was looked upon |
as a firecch of power, and an infringement of
the rights of the people; which- nothing could
excufe, but the neceflity of times, and the extre-
mity of danger. For there was an old law of
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Porcius Leca, a Tribune, which granted to all eri«
minals capitally condemned an appeal to the people;
and a later one of C. Gracchus, to prohibit the
taking away the life of any citizen without a formal
hearing belore the people’’: fo that fome Sena-
tors who had concurred ‘in all the previous de-
bates, withdrew themfélves from this, to fhow
their diflike of what they expected to be the iffue
of it, and to have no hand in putting Roman
citizens to death by a vote of the Senate **, Heré
then was ground enough for Cicero’s enemies to
ac upon, if extreme methods were purfued :
he himfelf was aware of it, and faw, that the
public intereft called for the fevereft punifhment,
his private intereft the gentleft; yet he came re-
folved to facrifice all regards for his own quiet ‘to
the confideration of public fafety. ‘
As foon therefore as lie had moved the quef-
tion, what was to be done with the confpirators;
Silanus the Conful elect, being called upon to
fpeak the firft, advifed , that thofe who were then
in cuftody, with the reft who fhould afterwards
be taken, fhould all be put to death ***; To this all
who fpoke after him readily affented; till it came
to J. Caxfar, then Prztor elec, who in an clegant
and elaborate fpeech, “treated that .opinion,
“ pnot as cruel; fince death; he faid, was net a
“ punifhment, but relief to the miferable, and
“ Jeft no fenfe either of good or il beyond
“ it; but as new and illegal, and contrary. to
“ the conftitution of the Republic: and! though
“ the heinoufnefs of the ciime would juflify any
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* feverity, yet the example was dangeious in a
* free: ftate; and the falutaiy ufe of arbitrary
“ power 1n good hands, had been the caufe of
fatal mifchiefs when it fell into bad; of which
he produced feveral infarices,” both in other
cities and their own: and though no danger
could be apprehended from thefe times, or
fuch a Conful as Cicero; yet in other times,
and under another Conful, when the fword
was once drawn by a decree of the Senate,
no man could promife what mifchief it might
not do before it was fheathed again: his opis
nion therefore was, that the eftates of the con-
fpirators fhould be confifcated, and their per-
¢ fons clofely confined in the ftrong Towns of
“ Italy; and that it fhould be criminal for any
one to move the Senate or the people for any
¢ favor towards them **°,

Thefe two contrary opinions being propofed,
the next queftion was, which of them fhould
take place:  Czfar’s had made a great impreffion
on the affembly , and ftaggered even Silanus,; who
began to excufe and mitigate the feverity of his
vote '*"; and Cicero’s friends were going for-
wardly into it, as likely to create the leaft trouble
to Cicero himfelf, for whofe future peace and
fafety they began to be folicitous "’: when
Cicero obferving the inclination of the houle, and
rifing wp to put the queftion, made his fourth
{peech, which now remains, on the fubjed® of
this tranfaction; 1n which he delivered his fenti-
ments with all the (kill both of the Orator and
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the Statefman; and while he feemed to fhow a pera
fet neutrality,, and to give equal commendation
to both the opinions, was artfully laboring all
the while to turn the fcale in favor of Silanus’s,
which he confidered as a neceffary example of
feverity in the prefent circumftances of the Republic.
He declared, “That though it was a pleafure
to him to obferve the concern and folicitude
which the Senate had exprefled on his account,
yet he begged of them to lay it all afide, and,
without any regard to him, to think only of
themfelves and their families: that he was
willing to fuffer any perfecution, if by his la-
bors he could fecure their dignity and fafety :
that his life had been often attempted in the
Forum, the field of Mars, the Senate, his
own houfe, and in his very bed: that for
their quiet he had digefted many things
againft his will without {peaking of thems3
“ but if the Gods would grant iffue to his
Confulfhip, of faving them from a maffacre,
the city from flames, all Italy from war, let
what fate foever attend himfelf, he would be
content with it *’,” He prelles them therefore
to ““turn their whole care upon the State: that it
* was not a Gracchus, or a Saturninus, whao
was now in judgment before them; but Trai-
tors, whofe defign it was to defiroy the City
*“ by fire, the Senate and People by a maffacre;
“ who had folicited the Gauls and the very flaves
“ to join with them in their treafon, of which
“ they had all been convidted by letters, hands,
3
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¢ feals, and their'own confeflions*"°. That the
Senate, by feveral previous acts, had already
“ condemued them; by their public thanks to
him; by depofing Lentulus from his Prtorfhip;
by committing them to cuftody; by decreeinga
thank{giving; by rewarding the witneffes: but as
if nothing had yet been done, he refolved to
propofe to them anew the queftion both of the
fat and the punifhment: that whatever they
intended to do, it muft be determined before
night: for the mifchief was fpread wider than
they imagined; had not only infected Italy,
« but croffed the Alps, and feized the Provinces:
¢ that it was not to be fupprefled by delay and
“ irrefolution, but by quick and vigorous mea-
“ fures*"": that there were two opinions now
“ before them; the firft, of Silanus, for putting
“ the criminals to death; the fecond, of Czfar,
“'who, excepting death, was for every other
“ way of punifhing; each, agreeably to his digni-
“ ty,. and the importance of the caufe, was for
“ treating them with the laft feverity, the one
 thought, that thofe, who had attempted to
“ deprive them all of Iife, and to extinguifh the
“ very name of Rome, ought not to enjoy - the
“ benefit of living a moment; and he had [howed
< withal, that this punilhment had often been
*““ inflicted on feditious citizens: the other imagin.
“ ed, that death was not defigned by the Gods
*“ for a punifhment , but the cure of our miferies;
¥ fo that the wife never fuffered it unwillingly,
¥ the brave often fought it voluntarily; but that
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bonds and imprifonment, efpecially if perpe-
tual , were contrived for the punifhment of
deteftable crimes: thefe therefore he ordered
to be provided for them in the great Towns
of Italy: yet in this propofal there feemed to
be fome injultice,. if the Senate was to impofe
that burden upon the Towns, or fome dif-
ficulty, if they were only to defire it : yet if
they thought fit to decree it, he would under-
take to find thofe, who would not refufe to
comply with it for the public good: that Cefar
by adding a penalty on the Towns if any of
the criminals fhould efcape, and enjoining fo
horrible a confinement, without a poffibility of
being releafed from it, had deprived them of
all hope, the only comfort of unhappy mor-
tals: he had ordered their eftates alfo to be con-
fifcated, and lefc them nothing but life; which
if he had taken away, he would have ealed
them at once of all farther pain, either of mind
or body: for it was on this account that the
ancients invented thofe infernal punifhments of
the dead; to keep the wicked under fome awe

¢ in this life, who without them would have no

dread of death itfelf"*”. That for his own
part, he faw how much it was his intereft that
they [hould follow Czfar’s opinion, who had
always purfued popular meafures; and by being
the author of that vote, would fecure him from
any attack of popular envy; but if they follow-
ed Silanus's, he did not know what trouble it
might create to himfelf; yet that the fervice of
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the Republic ought to fuperfede all confliderations
of his danger: that Cafar, by this propofal,
had given them a perpetual pledge of his affection
to_the State; and fhowed the difference between
the affected lenity of their daily declaimers and
amind truly popular, which fought nothing but
thereal good of the people: that he could not but
obferve, that one of thofe , who valued themfelves
on beipg popular, had abfented himfelf from this
day’s debate, that he might not give a vote
upon the life of a citizen; yet hy concurring with
them in all their previous votes, he had already
pafled a judgment on the merits of the caule;
that as to the objection urged by Cafar, of
Gracchus's law, forbidding to put Citizens to
death, it fhould be remembered, that thofe,
who were adjudged to be enemies, could no
longer be confidered as Citizens; and that the
author of that law had himfelf fuffered death by
the order of the people, that fince Cafar, 2
man of fo mild and merciful a temper, had pro-
pofed fo fevere a punifhment, if they fhould
pafs it into an act, they would give him a part.
ner and companion, who would jultify him
to the people; but if they preferred Silanus’s
opinion, it would be ealy full to defend both
them and himfelf, from any imputation of
cruelty : for he would maintain it, after all,
to be the gentler of the two; and if he feem-
ed to be more eager than ufual in this caufe,
it was not from any feverity of temper, for
no man had lefs of it, but out of pure humanity
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“ and clemency.”— Then after forming a moft
dreadful image of “the city reduced to afhes,
“ of heaps of flaughtered citizens, of the cries
of mothers-and their infants, the violation of
¥ the Veftal Virgins, and the confpirators infulting
“ over the ruins of their country;” he affirms it
,ta be “the greateflt cruelty to the Republic, to
¢ fhow any lenity to the authors of fuch horrid
“ wickednefs; unlefs they would call L. Cefar
“ cruel, for declaring the other day in the Senate,
“ that Lentulus, who was his fifter’s hufband,
“ had deferved to die; that they ought to be
afraid rather of being thought cruel for a re-
miflnefs of punifhing, than for any feverity
which could be ufed againft fuch outrageous
enemies: that he would not conceal from them
“ what he had heard to be propagated through
the city, that they had not fufficient force to
“ fupport and execute their fentence **': but he
¢ alfured them that all things of that kind were
“ fully provided; that the whole body of the
people was affembled for their defence; that the
Forum, the Temples, and all the avenues of
the Senate were poffeflfed by their friends;
that the Equeftrian order vied with the Senate
itfelf in their zeal for the Republic; whom,
after a diffenfion of many years, that day’s
“ caufe had entirely reconciled and united with
* them; and if that union, which his Conful.
fhip had confirmed, was preferved and per-
¢ petuated, he was confident, that no civil or
“ domeftic evil could ever again difturb them '**,
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« That if any of them were fhocked by the re-
“ port of Lentulus’s agents running up and
“ down the ftreets, and foliciting the needy and
filly to make fome effort for his refcue; the fa&
“ indeed was true, and the thing had been at-
“ terpted ; but not a man was found fo defpe-
rate, who did not prefer the pofleflion of his
“ fhed, in which he worked, his litctle hut and
“ bed in which he flept, to any hopes of change
from the public confufion: for all their fub-
“ fiftence depended on the peace and fulnefs of
“ the city; and if their gain would be interrupted
“ by fhutting up their fhops, how much more
“ would it be fo by burning them? — Since the
* people then were not wanting in their zeal and
“ duty towards them, it was their part not to be
*“ wanting to the people . That they had a
* Conful fnatched from wvarious dangers and the
“ jaws of death, not for the propagation of his
“ own life, but of their fecurity; fuch a Conful,
as they would not always have, watchful for
them, regardlefs of himfelf: they had alfo,
what was never known before, the whole Ro-
man people of one and the fame mind: that they
“ fhould reflet how one night had almoft demo-
“ lifhed the mighty fabric of their empire, raifed
“ by fuch pains and virtue of men, by fuch favor
“ and kindnefs of the Gods: that by their beha-
* viour on that day they were to provide, that
“ the fame thing Thould not only never be at-
* tempted, but not fo much as thought of again
* by any citizen ‘. - That 2s to himfelf, though
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he had now drawn upon him the enmity of the
whole band of confpirators, he looked upon
them as a bale, abject, contemptible faction;
but if, through the madaefs of any, it fhould
ever rife again, {o as to prevail againft the Senate
and the Republic, yet he fhould never be in.
duced to repent of his prefent condu& ; for
death, with which perhaps they would threaten
him, was prepared for all men; but none ever
acquired that glory of life, which they had con-
ferred upon him by their decrees: for to all
others they decreed thanks for having ferved the
Republic fuccefsfully ; to him alone for having
faved it. He hoped therefore, that there might
be fome place for his name among the Scipios,
Paullus, Marius, Pompeys; unlels it were
thought a greater thing to open their way to
new provinces, than to provide that their con-
querors fhould have a home at laft to return to:,
that the condition however of a foreign victory
was much better than of a domeftic one; fince
a foreign enemy, when conquered.,, was either
made a flave or a friend: but when citizens
once turn rebels, and are bafHled in their plots,
one can neither keéep them quict by force, nor
oblige them by favors: that he had undertaken
therefore an eternal war with all traiterous citi-
zens ; but was confident, that it would never
hurt either him or his, while the memory of
their paft dangers fubfifted, or that there could
be any force ftrong enough to overpower the

147,

prefent union of the Senate and the Knights **:
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“ That in lieu therefore of the command of ariies
“ and provinces, which he had declined; of 2
« Triumph and all other honors, which he had
“ refufed, he required nothing more from them,
than the perpetual remembrance of his Confulfhip :
while that continued fixed in their minds, he
fhould think himfelf impregnable: but if the
violence of the factious fhould ever defeat his
hopes, he recommended to him his infant fon,
and trulted, that it would be a fufficient guard,
not only of his fafety, but of his dignity, to
have it remembered, that he was the fon of one,
who, at the hazard of his own life, had pre-
ferved the lives of them all,” He concludes,
by exhorting them to * act with the fame courage
“ which they had hitherto fhawn through all this
“ affair, and to proceed to fome refolute and vigor.
ous decree; fince their lives and liberties, the
“ fafety of the City, of Italy, and the whole
 Empire depended upon it.”

This fpeech had the defired effe& ; and Cicero,
by difcovering his own inclination, gave a turn to
the inclination of the Senate ; when Cato , one of
the new Tribunes, rofe up, and after extolling
Cicero to the fkies ***, and recommending to the
affembly the authority of his example and judge-
ment, proceeded to declare, agreeably to his temper
and principles, ° That he was furprifed to fee any
* debate about the punifhment of men , who had
* begun an actual war againft their country : that |
“ their deliberation fhould be , how to fecure them-
® felves againft them, rather than how to punifh
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them : that othier crimes might be punifhed
after commiffion, but unlefs this was prevented
before it’s effect , it would be wvain to feek a
remedy after ; that the debate was not about
the public revenues, or the oppreflions of the
allies , but about their own lives and liberties;
not about the difcipline or manners of the city,
on which he had often delivered his mind in that
place; nor about the greatnefs or profperity of
their empire , but whether they or their enemies
fhould poffefs that empire ; and in fuch a cale
there could be o room for mieicy : that they
had long fince loft and confounded the true
names of things ; to give away other people’s
moriey was called generofity: and to attempt
what was criminal , fortitude. But if they muft
needs be generots, let it be from the fpoils of
the allies ; if merciful , to the plundereis of the
treafury ; but let them not be prodigal of the
blood of Citizens , and by fparing a few bad
deftroy all the good : That Cezfar indeed had
fpoken well and gravely concerning life and
death ; taking all infernal punifhments for a
fiction ; and ordering the criminals therefore to
be confined in the corporate Towns: as if there
was not more danger from them in thofe Towns ,
than in Rome itfelf ; and more encouragement
to the attempts of the defperate, where there
was lefs ftrength to refift them , fo that his pro-
pofal could be of nowufe , if he was really afraid
of them : but if in the general fear hé alone had
none , there was the more reafon for all the reft
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to be afraid for themfelves : that they were
not deliberating on the fate only of the confpi-
rators , but of Catiline’s whole army , which
would be animated or dejedted in proportion to
the vigor or remiflnefs of their decrees : That
it was not the arms of their anceftors, which
made Rome fo great , but their difcipline and
manners, which were now depraved and corrupt-
ed: that in the extremity of danger it was a fhame
to fee them fo indolent and irrefolute, wanting
for each other to fpeak firft , and trufting , like
women , to-the Gods, without doing any thing
for themfelves : that the help -of the Gods was
not to be obtained by idle vows and fupplica-
tions : that fuccefs attended the vigilant, the
ad&tive, the provident; and when people gave
themfelves up to floth and lazinefs , it was in
vain for them to pray; they would find the
Gods angry with them : that the flagitious lives
of the criminals confuted every argument of
mercy , that Catiline was hovering over them
with an army : while his accomplices were within
the walls , and in the very heart of the city;
fo that, whatever they determined , it could
not be kept fecret, which made it the more
neceffary  to determine quickly.  Wherefore
his opinion was, that fince the criminals had
been convicted , both by teflimony and their
own confeflion, of a deteftable trealonjagainft
the Republic, they fliould fuffer the punifhs
ment of .death , according to the cuftom of their

I49 »

anceftors 7.




M. T. CICERO. 223

Cato’s authority , added to the impreflion which
Cicero had already made , put an end to the
debate ; and the Senate applauding his vigor and
refolution ; refolved upon a decree in confequence
of it ***  And though Silanus bad firlt propofed
that opinion, and was followed in it by all the
Confular Senators, yet they ordered the decree to be
drawn in Cato’s words , becaufe he had delivered
himfelf more fully and explicitly upon it than any
of them ***. The vote was no fooner paffed , than
Cicero refolved to put it in execution , left the
night , which was coming on, fhould produce any
new dilturbance : he went direétly therefore from
the Senate , attended by a numerous guard of
friends and citizens , and took Lentulus from the
cuftody of his kinfman Lentulus Spinther, and
conveyed him through the Forum to the common
prifon, where he delivered him to the executioners,
who prefently ftrangled him. The other confpira.
tors , Cethegus, Statilius and Gabinius, were con-
dué@ed to their execution by the Prators, and put
to death in the fame manner, together with Cepa-
rius , the only one of their accomplices who was
taken after the examination ***. When the affair
was over, Cicero was conduéted home in a kind of
triumph by the whole body of the Senate and the
Koights ; the fireets being all illuminated , and the
women and children at the windows , and on the
tops of houfes, to fee him pafs along through infinite
acclamations of the multicude proclaiming him their
faviour and deliverer '*.

This was thefifth of December, thofe celebrated
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Narnes ; of which Cicero ufed to boaft of fo much
ever after, as the moft glorious day of hislife: and
it is certain, that Rome was indebted to him on this
day for one of the greateft deliverances which it
had ever received fince it’s foundation ; and which
nothing perhaps but his vigilance and fagacity could
have fo happily effected : for from the firft alarmh
of the plot , hie never refied night or day tll he had
got full information of the cabals and counfels of tlie
confpirators *’* : by sihich he eafily bafiled all theit
projects , and played with them as he pleafed ; and
without any rifk to the public could draw them
on juft far enough to make their guilt manifeft,
and their ruin inevitable.  But his mafter - piece
was the driving Catiline out of Rome; and teafing
him as it were into a rebellion before it was ripe,
in hopes that by carrying out with him his acs
complices , he would clear the city at once of the
whole faction ; or by leaving them behind with-
out his head to manage them , would expofe them
to fure deftruction by thieir own folly : for Catiline’s
chief truft was not on the open force which he
hadprovided in the field, but on the fuccefs
of his fecret pra&ices in Ronie and on making
himfelf mafter of the city ; the ciedit of swhich
would have engaged to him of coutfe all the
meaner fort; and induced all others through Italy,
Wwho wifhed well to his caufe, to declare for him
immediately ; fo that when this apprehenfion was
over , by the feizute and punifment of his affo-
ciates, the Senate thought the danger at an end,
and that they had nothing more to do , but to

vote
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vote thankfgivings and feftivals ; looking upon
Catiline’s army as a crew only of fugitives , ot
banditti, whom their forces were fure to deftroy
whenever they could meet with them.

But Catiline was in condition flill to make a
ftouter refiftance than they imagined : he had filled
up his troops to the number of two legions, or about
twelve thoufand fighting men; of which a fourth part
only was completely armed , the relt furnifhed with
what chance offered, darts, lances, clubs. He re-
fufed at firlt to inlilt flaves, who flocked to him in
great numbers , trulting to the proper ftrength of
his confpiracy , and knowing that he fhould quickly
have foldiers enough , if his friends performed their
part at home "*’. So that when the Conful An-
tonius approached towards him with his army , he
fhifted his quarters , and made frequent motions
and marches through the mountains , fometimes
towards Gaul , fometimes towards the Gity , in order
toavoid an engagement till he could hear fome news
from Rome: but when the fatal account came of
the death of Lentulus and the reft , the face of his
affairs began prefently to change , and his army to
dwindle apace , by the defertion of thofe , whom
the hopes of victory and plunder had invited to
his camp. His firlt attempt therefore was by long
marches and private roads through the Apennine,
to make his efcape into Gaul: but Q. Metellus, who
had been {ent thitherbefore by Cicero , imagining
that he would take that refolution, had fecured all
the paffes, and pofted himfelf fo advantageoufly
with an army of three Legions ; that it was impoffible

Vor. 1. Q
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for him to force his way on that fide ; whillk
on the other , the Conful Antonius with a much
greater force blocked him up behind , and enclofed
him within the mountains ”*.  Antonius himfelf
bad no inclination to fight, or at lealt with Cati-
line; but would willingly have given him an oppor-
tunity to efcape, had not his Queftor Sextius, who
was Cicero’s creature , and his Lieutenant Petreius,
urged him on againft his will to force Catiline to
the neceflity of a battle "’ : who feeing all things
defperate , and nothing left but either to die or
conquer , refolved to try his fortune againft An-
tonius , though much the ftronger, rather than
Metellus ; in hopes {ftill, that out of regard to their
former engagements, he might poffibly contrive fome
way at laft of throwing the vitory into his hands e
But Antonius happened to be feized at that very
time with a fit of the gout , or pretended at lealt to
be fo, that he might have no fharein the deftruc-
tion of an old friend : fo that the command fell
of courfe to a much better foldier and honefter
man , Petreius, who, after a fharp and bloody
a&ion, in which he loft a confiderable part of his beft
troops, deftroyed Catiline and his whole army , fight-
ing defperately to the laft man ***. They all fell in
the very ranks in which they ftood , and, as ifin-
fpired with the genuine fpirit of their leader, fought
not fo much to conquer, as to fell their lives as
dear as they could, and, as Catiline had threatened
in the Senate, to mingle the public calamity with
their own ruin.

Thus ended this famed confpiracy ; in which
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fome of the greateft men in Rome were fufpected
to be privately engaged , particularly Craffus and
Czfar : they were both influenced by the fame
motive, and might hope perhaps , by their intereft
in the city , to advance themfelves, in the general
confufion , to that fovereign power which they
aimed at. Craflus, who had always been Cicero’s
enemy , by an officioufnefs of bringing letters and
intelligence to him during the alarm of the plot,
feemed to betray a confcioufnefs of fome guilt ***;
and Cefar’s whole life made it probable , that there
could hardly be any plot in which he had not
fome fhare ; and in this there was fo general 3
fufpicion upon him , efpecially after his fpeech in
favor of the criminals, that he had fome difficulty
to clcape with life from the rage of the Knights,
who guarded the avenues of the Senate; where he
durft not venture to appear any more, till he entered
upon his Praztorfhip with the new year ***. Craflus
was actually accufed by one Tarquinius, who was
taken upon the road as he was going to Catiline ,
and upon promife of pardon made a difcovery of
what he knew: where after confirming what the
other witnefles had depofed, he added, that he
was fent by Crallus to Cauline, with advice to
him, not to be dilcouraged by the feizure of his
accomplices, butto make the greater hafte for that
reafon to the city, in order to refcue them, and
revive the [pirits of his other friends. At the name
of Craffus the Senate was fo fhocked , that they,
would hear the man no farther; but calling upon
Cicero to put the quellion, and take the fenfe of

Q2
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the houfe upon it, they voted Tarquinius’s evidence
to be falfe, and ordered him to be kept in chains,
not to be produced again before them, till he would
confefs who it was that had fuborned him ***. Craf
fus declared afterwards in the hearing of Salluft,
that Cicero was the contriver of this affront upon
him . But that does not feem probable; fince
it was Cicero’s conftant maxim, as he frequently
intimates in his fpeeches , to mitigate and reclaim
all men of credit by gentle methods, rather than
make them defperate by an unfealonable feverity;
and in the general contagion of the city, not to cut
off, but to heal every part that was curable. So
that when fome information was given likewife
againft Cwxefar, he chofe to ftifle it, and could not
be perfuaded to charge him with the plot, by the
moft prefling folicitations of Catulus and Pifo,
who were both his particular enemies, the one
for the lofs of the High-Priefthood, the other for
the impeachment above mentioned ***

Whillt the fenfe of all thefe fervices was frefh,
Cicero was repaid for them to the full of his wifhes,
and in the very way that he defired, by the warm
and grateful applaufes of all orders of the city.
For befides the honors already mentioned, L.
Gellius, who had been Conful and Cenfor, faidia
a fpeech to theSenate, that the Republic owed him
a Civic Crown, for having faved them all from
ruin '’ : and Catulus in a full houfe declared him
the Father of his Country **¢; as Cato likewife did
from the Roftra, with the loud acclamations of the
whole people '’ : whence Pliny, in honor of his
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memory, cries out, Hail thou, who walt firft fa-
luted the Parent of thy Country ***.  This title,
the molt glorious which a mortal can wear, was
from this precedent ufurped afterwards by thofe,
who of all mortals deferved it the lealt, the Em-
perors; proud to extort from {laves and flatterers,
what Cicero obtained from the free vote of the
Senate and People of Rome.

— — — — — — Romna parentem,
Roma Patvein Patvie Ciceromem [ibera dixif.
Juv. &.

Thee, Cicevo, Rome while free, nor wet euthralld
To Tyrant's will, thy Country’s Parent calld.

All the towns of Italy followed the example of
the metropolis , in decreeing extraordinary honors
to him ; and Capua in particular chofe him their
Patron, and erected a gilt ftatue to him'*.

~ Salluft, who allows him the characer of an
excellent Conful, fays not a word of any of thefe
honors, nor gives him any greater fhare of praife,
than what could not be diffembled by a Hifto-
vian. There are two obvious reafons for this re-
fervednefs; firft, the perfonal enmity, which ac-
cording to tradition fubfifted between them; fe-
condly, the time of publifhing his hiftory, in the
reign of Auguftus, while the name of Cicero was
ftill obnoxious to envy. The other Conful Anto-
nius had but a fmall (hare of the thanks and honors
which were decreed upon this occafion: he was
known to have been embarked in the fame caufe

Q3
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with Catiline, and confidered as a&ing only under
a tutor, and doing penance as it were for paft of-
fences: fo that all the notice, which was taken of
him by the Senate, was to pay him the flight
compliment above mentioned , for having removed
his late profligate companions from his friendfhip
and counfels"”*.

Cicero made two new laws this year; the one,
as it has been faid , againft bribery in elections; the
other, to correct the abufe of a privilege called Le-
gatio libera; that is, an honorary Legation or
Embaffy, granted arbitrarily by the Senate to any
of it's members, when they travelled abroad on
their private affairs, in order to give them a pub-
lic chara&er, and a right to be treated as Ambal-
{adors or Magiftrates ; which, by the infolence of
thefe great guefts, was become a grievous burden
upon all the States and Cities through which they
pafled.” Cicero’s defign was to abolifh it; but
being driven from that by one of the Tribunes,
he 'was content to reftrain the continuance of it,
svhich before was unlimited , to the term of one
year. ..

At his firlt entrance into his office, L, Lucullus
was foliciting the demand of a triumph for his
victories over Mithridates, in which he had been
obftruéted three years fucceflively by the intrigues
of fome of the Magiftrates *’*, who paid their court l
to Pompey, by putting this afiront upon his rival.
By the law and cufltom of the Republic, no Ge- ‘
neral, while he was 1o a&ual command, could come
within the gates of Rome, without forfeiting his
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commiffion, and confequently all pretenfions to a
triumph; fo that Lucullus continued all this time
in the fuburbs, till the affair was decided. The
Senate favored his fuit, and were folicitors for
him ™" : but could not prevail, till Cicero’s autho-
rity at laft helped to introduce his triumphal - car
into the city ’*; making him fome amends by this
fervice for the injury of the Manilian law,” which
had deprived him of his Government.  After his
triumph he entertained the whole Roman people
with a fumptuous fealt, and was much carelfed by
the Nobility, as one whofe authority would be a
proper check to the ambition and power of Pompey:
but having now obtained all the honors, which he
- could reafonably hope for in life, and obferving
the turbulent and diftracted ftate of the city, he
withdrew himfelf not long after from public affairs,
to fpend the remainder of his days in a polite and
fplendid retreat”’. He was a generous patron
of learning, and himfelf eminently learned: fo
that his' houfe was the conftant refort of the
principal fcholars and wits of Greece and Rome;
where he had provided: a well-furnifhed library ,
with porticoes and galleries annexed , for the con-
venience of walks and literary conferences, '‘at
which he himfelf ufed frequently to affift;’ giving
an example to the world of a life truly noble
and elegant, if it had not been fullied by too
great a tincture of Afiatic foftnefs and Epicurean
luxury. .
After this a&t of juftice to Lucullus, Cicer
had an opportunity ; before the expiration of his

Q4
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Conlulfhip, to pay all-due honor likewile to his
friend Pompey; who, fince he laft lefc Rome,
bad glorioufly finithed the Piratic and the Mithri-
datic war, by the defiruction of Mithridates him-
felf: upon the receipt of which news, the Se
nate, at the motion of Cicero, decreed a public
thankfgiving in his name of ten days; which was
twice as long as had ever been decreed before to
any General, even to Marius himfelf, for his
Cimbric victory V"

But before we clofe the account of the memo-
rable events of this year, we muft not omit the
mention of one, which diftinguifhed it afterwards
as a particular Era'in the annals of Rome, the
birth of Ocavius , furnamed Auguftus, which hap-
pened on the twenty-third of September. Velleius
calls it an acceffion of glory to Cicero’s Confulfhip '’
but it excites fpeculations rather of a different fort ;
on the infcrutable methods of providence , and
the fhort fighted policy of man; that in the mo-
ment when Rome was preferved from deftruction,
and its liberty thought to be eftablifhed more firmly
than ever, an infant fhould be thrown into the
world , who, 'within the courfe of twenty years,
effected what Catiline had attempted, and deftroyed
both Cicero and the Republic.  If Rome could
have beéen f{aved by human counfel , it would
have been faved by the fXill of Cicero: but it’s
deftiny: was now approaching : for Governments,
like natural bodies, have, with the principles of
their prefervation , the feeds of ruin alfo effentially
mixt in their conftitution, which after a certain
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period begin to operate and exert themfelves to
the diffolution of the wvital frame. Thefe feeds
had long been fermenting in the bowels of the
Republic; when O&avius came, peculiarly formed
by nature and inftructed by art, to quicken their
operation and exalt them to their maturity.
Cicero’s adminiftration was now at an end,
and nothing remained but to refign the Conful-
fhip, according to cuftom, in an affembly of the
people, and to take the ufual oath, of his having
difcharged it with fidelity. This was generally
accompanied with a fpeech from the expiring
Conful; and after fuch a year, and from fuch a
fpeaker, the City was in no fmall expectation of
what Cicero would fay to them: but Metellus, one
of the new Tribunes, who affected commonly to
open their magiftracy by fome remarkable a& , as
a fpecimen of the meafures which they intended
to purfue, refolved to difappoint both the Orator
and the audience: for when Cicero had mounted
the Roltra, and was ready to perform this laft a&
of his Office, the Tribune would not fuffer him
to fpeak, or to do any thing more, than barely
take the oath; declaring, that he, who had put
Citizens to death unheard , ought not to be
permitted to fpeak for himfelf: upon which Ci-
cero, who was never at a lofs, inftead of pronoun-
cing the ordiary form of the oath, exalting the
tone of his voice , fwore outaloud, fo asall the peo-
ple might hear him, that he had faved the Republic
and the City from ruin; which the multitude below
confirmed with an univerfal fhout, and with one
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voice cried out, that what he had fworn was true ™",
Thus the intended affront was turned, by his pre.
fence of mind, to his greater honor; and he was
conducted from the Forum to his houfe, with all pof-
fible demonftrations of refpe¢t by the whole
City.
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CICERO being now reduced to the condi- A. Urb. 691.
tion of a private Senator, was to take his place Cic. 45.
on that venerable bench of Confulars, who were  Cofl
juftly reckoned the firft Citizens of the Republic. D- 7UN1US

: ; e . SiLanus,
They delivered their opinions the firft always in L. LICTNT08

the Senate; and commonly determined the opi- Myrena.
nions of the reft: for as they had paffed through
all the public offices, and been converfant in every
branch of the adminiftration, fo their experience
gave them great authority in all debates; and
having little or nothing farther to expec for them-
felves, they were efteemed not only the moft know-
ing, but, generally fpeaking, the moft difinter-
efted of all the other Semators, and to have no
other view in their deliberation, but the peaceand
profperity of the Republic.

This was .a f{tation exactly fuited to Cicero’s
temper and wilhes; he defired no foreign govern-
ments, or command of armies; his province was
the Senate and the Forum; to guard as ic were
the vitals of the empire, and to direé all it’s coun-
fels to their proper end, the general good; and in
this advanced poft of a Confular Senator, as in a
watch-tower of the State, to obferve each threat.
ening cloud and rifing ftorm;’ and"give the alarm
to his felloa-citizens from 'what 'quarter it! was
coming, and by what means it’s effeéts’ might be
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prevented . This, as he frequently intimates,
was the only glory that he fought, the comfort
with which he flattered himfelf, that after a life of
ambition and fatiguc, and a courfe of faithful fer-
vices to the Republic, he fhould enjoy a quiet and
fecure old age, beloved and honored by his coun-
trymen, as the conftant champion and defender of
all their rights and liberties. But he foon found
himfelf miftaken, and before he had quitted his
office, began to feel the weight of that envy,
which is the certain fruit of illuftrious merit: for
the vigor of his Confulfhip had raifed fuch a zeal
and union of all the honeft in the defence of the
- laws, that till this {pirit could be broken, or fub-
fide again, it was in vain for the ambitious to aim
at any power but through the ordinary forms of
the conftitution ; efpecially while he, who was the
foul of that union, continued to flourifh in full cre-
dit at the head of the Senate. He was now there-
fore the common mark not only of all the facious,
againft whom he had declared perpetual war, but
of another party not lefs dangerous, the envious
too; whole united fpleen never left purfuing him
from this moment, till they had driven him out of
that City, which he had fo lately preferved.

The Tribune Metellus began the attack: a fit
leader for the purpofe; who from the nobility of
his birth and the authority of his office, was the
molft likely to flir up fome ill humor againft him,
by infulting and reviling him in all his harangues,
for putting Citizens to death without a trial; inall
which he was. ftrenuoufly fupported by Cefar,
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who pufhed him on likewife to the promulgation
of feveral peftilent laws, which gave great difturb-
ance to the Senate. Cicero had no inclination to
enter into a conteflt with the Tribune, but took
fome pains to make up the matter with him by
the interpofition of the women; particularly of
Claudia, the wife of his brother Metellus, and of
their fifter Mucia, the wife of Pompey: he em-
ployed alfo feveral common friends to perfuade
him to be quiet, and defit from his rafhnefs;
but his anfwer was, that he was too far engaged,
and had put it out of his power *: fo that Ci-
cero had nothing left, but to exert all his vigor
and eloquence to rEpel the infolence of this petu-
lant magiftrate.

Cxfar at the fame time was attachg Catu-
lus with no lefs violence; and being now in pof-
feflion of the Pretorfhip, made it the firlt a& of
his office to call him to an account for embezzling
the public money in rebuilding the Capitol ; and pro-
poled alfo a law, to efface hlS name from the fabric,
and grant the commiflion for finifhing what remain-
ed to Pompey: but the Senate beftirred themfelves
{o warmly in the caufe, that Cxfar was obliged to
drop it’. This experiment convinced the two
magiftrates, that it was not poffible for them to
make head againft the authority of the Senate,
without the ’nelp of Pompey, whom they refolved
therefore by all the.arts of addrefs and flattery to
draw into their meafures. With this view [Me-
tellus publifhed a law, to call him home with his
army in order to {ettle the {tate, and quict the public
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diforders raifed by the temerity of Cicero *; for
by throwing all power into his hands, they hoped
to come in for a fhare of it with him, or to em-
broil him at lealt with the Senate , by exciting
mutual jealoufies between them : but their law
was thought to be of fo dangerous a tendency,
that the Senate changed their habit upon it, as in the
cafe of a public calamity ; and by the help of fome
of the Tribunes, particularly of Cato, refolved to
oppofe it to the utmoft of their power: fo that
as foon as Metellus began to read it to the people,
Cato fnatched it away from him ; and when he pro-
ceeded ftill to pronounce it by heart, Minucius,
another Tribune, ftopt his mouth with his hand.
This threw the affembly into confufion, and raif-
ed great commotions in the City ; till the Senate
finding themfelves fupported by the better fort
of all ranks, came to a new and vigorous refolu-
tion, of {ufpending both Cuxfar and Metellus from
the execution of their offices’. ;

Cxfar refolved at firft to a@ in defiance of
them; but finding a ftrong force prepared to con-
trol him, thought it more advifable to retire,
and referve the trial of arms, till he was better
provided for it: he fhut himfelf up therefore in
his houfe, where, by a prudent and fubmiffive
behaviour he foon made his peace, and got the
decree of their fulpenfion reverfed . But Metellus,
as it was concerted probably between them, fled
away to his brother Pompey”, that by mifrepre-
fenting the ftate of things at home, and offering
every thing on the part of the people, he might
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inftil into him fome prejudices againft the immos
derate power of Cicero and the fenate, and engage
him, if poffible, to declare for the pepular interelt,
Cicero in the mean while publithed an invective
oration againft Metellus, which is mentioned in
his Epiltles under the title of Metellina®: it was
fpoken in the Senate, in anfwer to a {peech which
Metellus had made to the people, and is often
cited by Quintilian and others °, as extant in
their time.

The fenate having gained this victory over
Cefar and Metellus, by obliging the one to fub-
mit, the other to leave the City; Q. Metellus
Celer, who commanded in Cifalpine Gaul, wrote
a peevilh and complaining letter to his friend
Cicero, upon their treating his brother the Tribune
fo feverely: to which Cicero anfwered with that
freedom, which a confcioufnefs of integrity natu-
rally di®ates, yet with all that humanity which
the fincerelt friend(hip infpires, as the reader will
obferve from the letter itfelf, which affords many
inftructive hints both hiftorical and moral.

M. T. Cicero to Q. Metellus Celer, Proconful.

“ You write me word, that confidering our
mutual affection and late reconciliation, you ne-
¢ ver imagined, that you fhould be ‘made the fub-
je&t of public jeft and ridicule by me. I do not
well underftand what you mean; yet guefs
that you have been told, that, when I was [peak
ing oue day in the Senate of many, who were

11




240 THE

(11

(4]
(19

111

(1]
(13
L1
(13
(14

L

6
L L
(1]
ce
43
(13
(13
(11
(1]

%
111

(14
(13

[
19
1419

(13

(17
(13

(11

[13

(13

LIFE OF

forry for my having preferved the Republic, I
faid , that certain relations of yours, to whom
you could refufe nothing, had prevailed with
you to fupprels what you had prepared to fay
i the Senate in praife of me: when Ifaid this,
1 added, that in the affair of faving the fate
I had divided the talk with you in fuch a man.
ner, thatl was to fecure the City from inteftine
dangers, you to defend Italy from the open
arms and fecret plots of our enemies; but that
this glorious partnerthip had been broken by
your friends, who were afraid of your making
me the lealt return for the greateft honors and
fervices which you had received from me. In
the fame difcourfe, when I was defcribing the
expectation which 1 had conceived of your
fpeech, and how much I was difappointed by
it, it feemed to divert the houfe, and a mode-
rate laugh enfued; not upon you, but on my
miftake, and the frank and ingenuous confef-
{ion of my defire to be praifed by you. Now
in this, it mult nceds be owned, that nothing
could be faid more honorably towards you,
when in the moft fhining and illuftrious part of
my life, 1 wanted fill to have the teltimony of
your commendation: As to what you fay of
our mutual affection, I do rot know what vou
reckon’ mutual in friendfhip, but I take it to be
this; when we repay the fame good offices
which we receive : Should ! tell you then, that
I gave up my province for your fake, you
might jultly fufpect my fincerity: it fuited my
temper
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temper and circumftances, and I find moré and
more reafon every day to be pleafed with it¢
butthis I can tell you, that I no fooner refigned
it In an aﬂ"embly of the people, than I began to
contrive how to throw it into your hands. I
fay nothing about the manner of drawing yout
lots; but would have you only believe, that
there was nothing done in it by my colleague
without my privity. Pray recollc@ what fols
lowed; how quickly 1 affembled the Senate
after your allotment, how much I faid in favor
of you, when you yourfelf told me, that my
fpeech was not only honorable to you, but
even injurious to your colleagues. Then as to
the decree which paffed that day in the Senate,
it is drawn in {uch a ftrain, that as long as it
fubfifts, my good offices to you can never be
a fecret. After your departure, I defire you
alfo to recolle& what 1 did for you in the fe-
nate, what I faid of you to the people; what
I wrote to you myfelf; and when you have
laid all thefe things together, I leave it to you
to judge, whether at your lalt coming to Rome
you made a fuitable return to them: You
mention a reconeciliation between us; but [ do
not comprehend how a friendfhip can be faid
to be reconciled, which was never interriipted.
As to what you write, that your btother ought
not to have been treated by nie fo roughly for
a word: in the firft place, I beg of you to bes
lieve, that I am exceedingly plealed with thag -

affectionate and fraternal difpofition of yours,

Vor. 1.
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« fo full of humanity and piety; and in the fe-
“ cond, to forgive me if in any cafe I have acted
“ againft your brother, for the fervice of the
Republic, to which no man can be a warmer
friend than myfelf: but if I have been acting
only on the defenfive againft his moft cruel
attacks, you may think yourfelf well ufed, that
1 have never yet troubled you with any com-
plaints againft him. As foon as I found that
he was preparing to turn the whole force of his
Tribunate to my deftruction, I applied myfelf
to your wife Claudia, and your fifter Mucia,
whofe zeal for my fervice I had often experi-
enced, on the account of my familiarity with
Pompey, to diffuade him from that outrage:
but he, as I am fure you have heard, on the
lalt day of the year put fuch an affront upon me
when Conful, and after having faved the State,
“ as had never been offered to any Magiftrate the
“ moft traiteroufly affected, by depriving me of
“ the liberty of {peaking to the people upon lay-
“ ing down my office. But his infult turned on-
¢ ly to my greater honor: for when he would
« not fuffer me to do any thing more than fwear,
« 1 fwore with a loud voice the trueft, as well as
 the nobleft of all oaths: while the people with
acclamations fwore likewife, that my oath was
“ true. After fo fignal an injury, 1 {ent to him
"¢ the very fame day fome of our common friends,
“ to prefs him to defift from his refolution of, pur-
“ fuing me; but his anfwer was, that it was
 not then in his power: for he had faid a few
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days before in a fpeech to the people, that he
who had punifhed others without a hearing,
oughtnot to be fuffered to fpeak for himfelf. Wor-
thy Patriot, and excellent Citizen! to adjudge
the man who had preferved the Senate from a
malffacre, the City from fire, and ltaly from a war,
to the fame punifhment which the Senate, with
the confent of all honelt men, had infli®ed on
the authors of thofe horrid attempts. I with-
ftood your brother therefore to his-face; and
on the firlt of Janvary, in a debate upon the
Republic, bandled him in fuch a manner, as
to make him fenfible, that he had to do with

“ a man of courage and conftancy.. Two days

after, when he began again to harangue, in
every three words he named and threatened
me : nor had he any thing fo much at heart, as
to effect my ruin at'any rate; not by the legal
way of trial, or judicial proceeding, but by dint
of force and violence. If I had not refifted his
rafhnefs with firmnels and courage, who would
not have thought, that the vigor of my Con.
{ulfhip had been owing to chance, rather than
to vircue ? If you have not been informed, thae
your brother attempted all this againft me, be
affured that he concealed from you the moft
material part: but if be told you any thing of
it, you ought to commend my temper and pa-
tience, for not expoltulating with you about it :
but fince you mult now be fenfible, that my
quarrel to your brother was not, . as you write,
for a word, but a moft determined and fpiteful
.2
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defign to ruin me, pray obferve my humanity,
if it may be called by that name, and is not rather,
after fo flagrant an outrage, a bafe remiffnefs
and abjection of mind. I never propofed any
thing againft your brother, when there was
any queftion about him in the Senate; but
without rifing from my feat, aflented always to
thofe who were for treating him the molt fa-
vorably. I will add farther, what I ought not
indeed to have been concerned about, yet I was
not difpleafed to fee it done, and even affifted
to get it done; I mean, the procuring a decree
for the relief of my enemy, becaufe he was
your brother. I did not therefore attack your
brother, but defended myfelf only againft him;
nor has my friendfhip to you ever been variable,
as you write, but firm and conftant, fo asto
remain ftill the fame when it was even deferted
and flighted by you. And at this very time,
when you almoft threatened me in your letter,
I give you this anfwer, that I not only forgive,
but highly applaud your grief; for [ know, from
what 1 feel within myfelf, how great the force
is of fraternal love: but I beg of you allo to
judge with the fame equity of my caufe; and

.if, without any ground. 1 have been cruelly

and barbaroufly attacked by your friends, to
allow that I ought not only not to yield to
them, but on fuch an occafion to expec the
help even of you and your army alfo againft
them. I was always defirous to have you for
my friend, and have taken pains to convince
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you how fincerely I am yours; I am ftill of
the fame mind, and fhall continue in it as long
as you pleafe; and, for the love of you, will
fooner ceafle to hate your brother, than, out
“ of refentment to him, give any fhock to the
“ friendfhip which fubfifts between us. Adien™.”

Cicero, upon the expiration of his Confulfhip,
took care to fend a particular account of his
whole adminiftration to Pompey; in hopes to
prevent any wrong impreflion there from the
calumnies of his enemies, and to draw from him
fome public declaration in praife of what he had
been doing. But Pompey being informed by
Metellus and Ceefar of the ill humor which wasg
rifing againft Cicero in Rome, anfwered him
with great coldnefs, and, inftead of paying him
any compliment, took no notice at all of what
had paffed in the affair of Catiline: upon which
Cicero expoltulates with him in the following
letter with fome little refentment, yet fo, as not
to irritate a man of the firft authority in the
Republic, and to whom all parties were forward-
ly paying their court,

M. T. Cicero to Cn. Pompeius the Great,

Emperor ™,

“ 1 bad an incredible pleafure, in common
“ with all people, from the public letter which
“ you fent: for you gave us in it that affurance
“ of peace, which from my confidence in you
‘““'alone 1 had always been promifing. I muft

R3
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tell you, however, that your old enemies, but
new friends, are extremely fhocked and dif
appointed ~ at 1.~ As to the particular letter
which 'you fent to me, though it brought me
fo flight an intimation of your friendfhip, yet
it was very agreeable: for nothing is apt to
give me fo much fausfaction, as the confciouf-
nefs of my fervices to my friends; and if at
any time they are not requited as they ought
to be, I am always content that the balance
of the account fhould reft on my fide. I make
no doubt, however, but that, if the diftinguifb-
ed zeal, which I have always fhown for your
interefts, has not yet {fufficiently recommended
me to you, the public intereft at lealt will con-
ciliate, and unite us. But that you may not
be at a lofs to know what i1t was which 1 ex-
pected to find in your letter, 1 will tell it you
frankly, as my own nature and our friendfhip
require. I expedted, out of regard both to
the Republic and to our familiarity, to have
had fome compliment or congratulation from
you on what I lately acted in my Confulfhip;
which you omitted, I imagine, for fear of giv-
ing' dffence to certain perfons : but I would
have you to know, that the things whichl
have been doing for the fafety of my country,

are’applauded by ' the teltimony and judgment

of the ‘whole earth; and when you come 2-
mongft us, you will find them done with fo
much ‘prudence and greatnefs of mind, that
vou, who are much fuperior to Scipio, will
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¢ admit me, who am not much inferior to Lzlius,
“to a fhare both of your public counfels and
¢ private friendfhip. Adieu ™.”

Soon after Catiline’s defeat, a frefh inquiry
was fec on foot at Rome againft the reft of his
accomplices, upon the information of one L.
Vettius; who, among others, impeached J. Caxfar
before Novius Niger the Quefltor, as Q. Curius
alfo did in the Senate; where, for the fecret
mntelligence , which he had given very early
to Cicero, he claimed the reward which had
been offered to the firft difcoverer of the plot. He
affirmed, that what he depofed againit Cefar was
told to him by Catiline himfelf; and Vettius offered
to produce a letter to Catilinein Czfar’s own hand.
Cezfar found fome difficulty to repel fo bold an
accufation, and was forced to implore the aid and
teftimony of Cicero to prove that he alfo had given
early information of Catiline’s defigns: but by his
vigor and intereft in the City, he obtained a full
revenge at laft upon his accufers; for he deprived
Curius of the reward, and got Vettius committed to
prifon, after he had been miferably handled, and al-
moft killed by the mob; nor content with this, he im-
prifoned the Quzftor Novius too, for fuffering a fupe-
rior magiftrate to be arraigned before him *'.

Several others, however, of confiderable rank were
found guilty and banifhed; fome of them not
appearing to their citation, others after a trial;
viz. M. Porcius Lecca, C. Cornelius, L. Vargun.
tetus, Servius Sylla, and P. Autronius, &c. The
Taft of thefe, who loft the Confulfhip four years

R 4
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before, upon a conviction of bribery, had been
Cicero’s fchool-fellow, and colleague in the Quzl-
torfhip ; and folicited him with many tears tounder-
take his defence: but Cicero not only refufed to
defend him, but, from the knowledge of his
guilt, appeared as a witnefs againft him *,
P.Sylla alfo, Autronius’s partner and feliow:
fufferer in the caufe of bribery, was now tried
for confpiring twice with Catiline ; once, when the
plot proved abortive; foon after his former trial;
and a fecond tme, in Cicero’s Confulfbip: he
was defended in the firft by Hortenfius, in the
laft by Cicero. The profecutor was Torquatus,
the fon of his former accufer, a young noble-
man of great parts and fpirit ; who ambitious of
the triumph of ruining an enemy, and fearing that
Cicero would fnatch it from him, turned his raille-
ry againft Cicero inftead of Sylla; and to take
off the influence of his authority, treated his cha-
racter with great petulance, and employed every
topic which could raife an odium and envy upon
him: he called him a King, who affumed a
power to fave or deftroy, juft as he thought fit;
- faid, that he was the third foreign King who had
reigned in Rome after Numa and TFarquinius;
and that Sylla would have run away and never
ftood a trial, if he had not undertaken his caufe:
whenever he mentioned the plot and the danger
of it, it was with fo low and feeble a voice, that
none but the judges could hear him; but when he
fpoke of the prifon and the death of the confpirators,
he uttered it in fo loud and lamentable a firain, as
to make the whole Forum ring with it **.
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Cicero therefore, in his reply, was put to the

trouble of defending himfelf, as well as his client.
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As to Torquatus’s calling him a foreigner, on
the account of his being born in one of the
corporate Towns of Italy, he owns it; and
in that Town, ”he fays, “ whence the Republic
had been twice preferved from ruin; and was
glad that he had nothing to reproach him with,
but what affected not only the greateflt part,
but the greateft men of the City; Curius,
Coruncanius, Cato, Marius, &c. but fince he
had a mind to be witty, and would needs
make him a foreigner, why did not he call
him a foreign Conful, rather ‘than a King;
for that would have been much more won-
derful, fince foreigners had been Kings, but
never Confuls of Rome. He admonifhes
him, who was now in the courfe of his pre-
ferment, not to be fo free of giving that title
to Citizens, left he fhould one day feel the
refentment and ‘power of fuch foreigner§: that
if the Patricians were fo proud, as to treat him
and the judges upon the bench as foreigners,
yet Torquatus had no right to do it, whofe
mother was of Afculum . Do not call me
then Foreigner any more, " fays he, “ left itturn
upon yourfelf; nor a King, left you be laughed
at; unlefs you think it kingly, to live fo
as not to be a flave, not only to any man,
but even 'to any appetitec; to contemn all
fenfual pleafures; to covet no man’s gold or
filver, or any thing elfe; ‘to fpeak one’s mind
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“ freely in the Senate; to confult the good,
‘ rather than the humor of the people; to
‘ give way to none, but to withftand many:
If you take this to be kingly 1 confefs myfelf
a King: but if the infolence of my power, if
my domirion, if any proud or arrogant fay-
ing of mine provokes you, why do not you
urge me with that, rather than the envy of a

name, and the contumely of a groundlefs
calumny ? ”—He proceeds to fhow, ° that his
kingdom, if it muft be called fo, was of fo
laborious a kind, that there was not a man
“in Rome who would be content to take his
place V. ” He puts him in mind, * that
he was difpofed to indulge and bear with his
pertuefs, out of regard to his youth and to
his father —though no man had ever thrown
the flighteft afperfion upon him, without being
chaltifed for it—but that he had no mind to
fall upon one whom he could fo eafily van-
“ quifh; who had neither ftrength, nor age,
 nor experience enough for him to contend
with: he advifed him however not to abufe
¢ his patience much longer, left he fhould be
“ tempted at lalt to draw out the ftings of his
¢ fpeech againft him *'.” As to the merits of
the caufe, though there was no pofitive proof,
yet there were many ftrong prefumptions againft
Sylia, with which his adverfary hoped to opprefs
him : but Cicero endeavoured to confute them;
by appealing * to the tenor and characer of his
“ life; protefling in the firongeft terms, that
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“ he, who had been the fearcher and detector

of the plot, and had taken fuch pains to get
intelligence of the whole extent of it, had
never met with the leaft hint or fufpicion of
Sylla’s name in it; and that he had no other
motive for defending him, but a pure regard
“ to jultice; and as he had refufed to defend
“ others, nay, had given evidence againft them
from the knowledge of their guilt, fo he had
undertaken Sylla’s defence through a per-
“ fuafion of his innocence *’ Torquatus for
want of direét proof, threatened to examine
Sylla’s flaves by torture: this was fometimes
practifed upon the demand of the Profecutor;
but Cicero obferves uponit,  that the effect of
“ thofe torments was governed always by the
conftitution of the patient, and the firmnefs
of his mind and body; by the will and plea-
fure of the torturer, and the hopes and fears
of the tortured; and that in moments of fo
much anguifh there could be no room for
“ truth: he bids them put Sylla’s life to the
rack , and examine that with rigor; whether
there was any hidden luft, any latent treafon,
any cruelty, any audacioufnefs in it: that
there could be no miftake in the caufe, if the
voice of his perpetual life, which ought to be
of the greatelt weight, was but attended
“to *°.” Sylla was acquitted ; but Cicero
had no great joy from his victory, or comfort
in preferving fuch a Citizen, who lived after-
wards in great confidence with Cxlar, and com-
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manded his right wing in the battle of Pharfa-
lia®*; and ferved him afterwards in his power,
as he had before ferved his kinfman Sylla, in ma.
naging his confifcations and the fale of the forfeited
eltates.

About the time of this trial Cicero boyght a
houfe of M. Craffus, on the Palatine hill, ad-
joining to that in which he had always lived with
his father, and which he is now fuppofed to
have given up to his brother Quintus. The
houfe coft him near thirty thoufand pounds, and
feems to have been one of the nobleft in Rome;
it was built about thirty years before by the fa-
mous Tribune, M, Livius Drufus; on which oc-
cafion we are told , that when the architect promifed
to build it for him in fuch a manner, that none
of his neighbours fhould overlook him: But if you
have any fkill, replied Drufus, contrive it rather
fo, that all the world may fee what I am doing **,
It was fituated in the moft confpicuons part of the
city , near to the centre of all bufinefs, overlook-
ing the Forum and the Roftra; and what made it
the more fplendid, was it’s being joined to a Por-
tico or Colonade, called by the name of Catulus;
who build it out of the Cimbric fpoils, on that
area where Flaccus formeily lived, whofe houfe
was demolifhed by public authority for his feditious
practices with C. Gracchus *’. In this purchafe
he followed the Rule which he recommends in his
Offices, with regard to the habitation of a principal
Citizen ; that his dignity fhould be adorned by his
‘houfe, but not derived from it **: where he menti-
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ons feveral inftances of great men, who by the
fplendor of their houfes on this very hill, which
were conftantly ftriking the eyes of the people,
and imprinting a notion of their magnificence,
made their way the more eafily to the higheft
honors of the Republic.

A. Gellius tells us, that having refolved to buy
the houfe, and wanting money to pay for it, he
borrowed it privately of his client Sylla, when he
was under profecution; but the ftory taking wind,
and being charged upon him, he denied both the
borrowing and defign of purchafing , yet {oon after
bought the houfe; and when he was reproached with
the denial of it, replied only laughing, that they
muft be fools to imagine, that when he bad refolved
to buy, he would raile competitors of the purchafe
by proclaiming it *'.

The ftory was taken probably from fome of
the fpurioas collections of Cicero’s Jefts; which
were handed about not only after bis death, but
even in his life-time, as he often complains to his
friends **; for it is certain, that there could be
nothing difhonorable in the purchafe, fince it was
tranfacted fo publicly, that before it was even
concluded, one of his friends congratulated him
upon it by letter from Macedonia®’. The truth
is, and what he himfelf does not diffemble, that
he borrowed part of the money to pay forit, at fix
per cent.; and fays merrily upon it, that he was
now fo plunged in debt, as to be ready for a plot,
but that the confpirators would not truft him *.
It taifed indeed fome cenfure upon his vanity,
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for purchafing fo expenfive a houfe with borrow-
ed money: but Meflala, the Conful, happening
foon after to buy Autronius’s houfe at a greater
price, and with borrowed money too, it gave him
fome pleafure, that he eould juftify himfelf by the
example of fo worthy a Magiftrate: By Meffala’s
purchafe, fays he, Iam thought to have madea
good bargain ; and men begin to be convinced that
we may ufe the wealth of our friends, in buying what
contributes to our dignity ™.

But the moft remarkable event which happened
in the end of this year, was the pollution of the
myfteries of the Bona Dea, or the Good Goddefs
by P. Clodius; which by an unhappy train of
confequences, not only involved Cicero in an
unexpected calamity , but feems to have given the
firt blow towards the ruin of the Republic.
Clodius was now Quzftor, and by that means a
Senator ; defcended from the nobleft family in
Rome, in the vigor of his age, and a graceful
perfon, lively wit, and flowing eloquence ; but
with all the advantages of nature he had a mind
incredibly vicious ; was fierce, infolent, audaci-
ous, but above all, moft profligately wicked,
and an open contemner of Gods and men ; valu-
ing nothing, that either nature or the laws al-
lowed ; nothing, but in proportion as it was de-
fperate and above the reach of other men ; dif:
daining even honors in the common forms of
the Republic; nor relithing pleafures, but what
were impious, adulterous, inceftuous . He
had an intrigue with Cefar’s wife Pompeia, who,
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according to annual cuftom, was now celebrating
in her houfe thofe awful and myftic facrifices of the
Goddefs, to which no male creature was ever ad-
mitted, and where every thing mafculine was fo
fcrupuloufly excluded, that even pictures of that
fort were covered during the ceremony *’. This
was a proper {cene for Clodius’s genius to a&
upon ; an opportunity of daring, beyond what
man bad ever dared before him : the thought of
mixing the impurity of his lufts with the fanctity
of thele venerable rites flattered his imagination
fo ftrongly, that he refolved to gain accefs to his
miftrels in the very midft of her holy miniftry.
With this view he drefled himfelf in 2 woman’s
habit, and by the benefit of his fmooth face,
and the introdu&ion of one of the maids, who was
in the fecret, hoped to pafs without difcovery:
but by fome miftake between him and his guide,
he loft his way when he came within the houfe,
and fell in unluckily among the other female
fervants, who dete&ing him by his voice, alarm-
ed the whole company by their fhrieks, to the
great amazement of the matrons, who prefently
threw a veil over the facred myfteries, while Clo-
dius found means to efcape by the favor of fome
of the damfels*®.

The ftory was prefently fpread abroad, and
raifed a general fcandal and hortor through the
whole city : in the vulgar, for the profanation
of a religion held the molt facred of any in Rome;
in the better fort, for it’s offence to good man-
ners, and the difcipline of the Republic. - Gafar
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put away his wife upon it; and the honeft of
all ranks were for pufhing this advantage againft
Clodius as far as it would g0, 1n hopes to free
themiclves by it of a citizen, who by this, as
well as other fpecimens of his audacioufnefs, feemed
bora to create much difturbance to the State *'. It
bhad been the conftant belief of the populace, that
if any man fhould ever pry into thefe myﬂ:erics,
he would be inftantly firuck blind : But it was
not poffible, as Cicero fays, to know the truth
of it before, fince no man, but Clodius, had
ever ventured upon the experiment : though it
was now found, as he tells him, that the blind-
nels of the eyes was converted to that of the
mind "%,

The affair was foon brought before the Senate
where it was refolved, to refer it to the College
of Prielts, who declared it to be an abominable
impiety ; upon which the Confuls were ordered
to provide a law for bringing Clodius to a trial
for it before the people . But Q. Fufius Calenus
one of the Tribunes, fupported by all the Clodian
faction, fwould not permit the law to be offered
to the fuffrage of the Citizens. This raifed 2
great ferment in the city, while the Senate adhered
to their former refolution, though the Conful
Pifo ufed all his endeavours to divert them from
it, and Clodius in an abje& manner threw himfelf
at the feet of every Senator; yet after a fecond
debate in a full houfe, there were fifteen only
who voted on Clodius’s fide , and four hundred
diredtly againft him; fo that a frefh decree puﬁed,
to
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to order the Confuls to recommend the law to
the people with all their authority, and that'no
other buflinefs fhould be done, till it was carried *°:
but this being likely to produce great diforders,
Hortenfius propoled an expedient, which' was
accepted by both parties, that the Tribune Fufius
thould publifh a law for the trial of Clodius by
the Prietor with a fele&t bench of judges. The
only difference between the two laws was, whether
he fhould be tried by the people, or by particular
judges : but this, fays Cicero, was every thing.
Hortenfius was afraid, lelt he fhould elcape 1n the
fquabble, without any trial ; being perfuaded,
that no judges could abfolve him, and that a
fword of lead, as he faid, would deftroy him:
But the Tribune knew that in fuch a trial there
would be room for intrigue, both in chufing and
corrupting the judges, which Cicero likewife
forefaw from the firft; and withed therefore to
leave him rather to the effe® of that odium, in
which his character then lay, than bring him to
a trial where he had any chance to efcape *”.
Clodius’s whole defence was, to prove himfelf
abfent at the time of the fact; for which purpofe
he produced men to fwear, that he was then at
Interamna, about two or three days journey from
the city. But Cicero being called upon to give his
teftimony , depofed, that Clodius had been with
him that very morning at his houfe in Rome *,
As foon as Cicero appeared in the court, the Clo-
dian mob began to infult him with great rudenefs ;
lut the judges rofe up, and received him with fuch
Vor. L : 3




258 THE OLTE EY O.F

refpect, that they prefently fecured him from all
farther affronts **.  C=far, who was the molt
particularly interefted in the affair, being fummon-
ed alfo to give evidence, declared, that he knew
nothing at all of the matter; though his mother
Aurehia and fifter Julia, who were examined before
him, had given a punctual relation of the whole
fact ; and being interrogated, how he came then
to part with his wife ? he replied , that all who
belonged to him ought to be free from fufpicion
as well as guilt™. - He faw very well how the
thing was like to turn, and had no mind to
exalperate a man of Clodius’s chara&er, who might
be of good fervice to him for the advancement of
his future projeds. Plutarch fays, that Cicero
himfeif was urged on to this a& againft his will,
by the importunity of his wife : a fierce, imperious
dame, jealous of Clodius’s fifter, whom f(he fuf
pected of fome defign to get Cicero from her,
which by this ftep fhe hoped to make defperate.
The ftory does not feem improbable; for before
the trial, Cicero owns himfelf to be growing every
day more cool and indifferent about it; and in
his railleries with Clodius after it, touches upon
the forward advances which his fifter had made
towards him ; and at the very time of giving his
tetimony , did it with no {pirit, nor faid any
thing more, as he tells us, than what was fo well
kinown, that he could not avoid faying it *.

The judges feemed to a&t at firlt with great
gravity ; granted every thing that was alked by
the profecutoss ; and demanded a guard to pro-
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tect them from the mob : which the Senate readily
ordered , with great commendation of their pru-
dence : but when it came to the iffue, twenty-five
only condemned, while thirty - one abfolved him.
Craflus is faid to have been Clodius’s chief ma-
nager, in tampering with the judges; employing
every art and inftrument of corruption, as it fuited
the different tempers of the men; “and where
“ money would not do, offering even certain
ladies and young men of quality to their plea-
fure. Cicero fays, that a more (candalous com-
pany of fharpers never fat down at a gaming-
table ; infamous Senators, beggarly Koights,
with a few boneft men among them; whom
“ Clodius could not exclude ; who i a crew (o
« unlike to themfelves, fat with fad and mourn-
ful faces, as if afraid of being infeéted with
the contagion of their infamy; and that Catu-
lus, meeting one of them, alked him, what
“ they meant by defiring a guard ? were they
“ afraid of being robbed of the money which
“ Clodius had given them **?”

This tranfaction however gave a very ferious
concern to Cicero , who laments, “that the firm
“ and quiet {tate of the Republic, which he bad
“ eftablifhed in his Confulfhip and which feemed
“ to be founded in the union of all good men,
was now loft and broken, if fome Deity did not
interpofe , by this fingle judgment; if that,)”
fays he, “can be called a judgment, for thirty of
« the molt contemptible fcoundrels of Rome to
% yiolate all that is jult and facred for the fake of
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“ money ; and vote that to be falfe, which all
« the world knows to be true.” As he looked
upon himfelf to be particularly affronted by a fen-
tence, given in flat contradiction to his teltimony,
fo he made it his bufinefs on all occafions to dif-
play the iniquity of it, and to fling the feveral
actors in it with all the keennefs of his raillery *.
In a debate foon after in the Senate on the ftate
of the Republic, taking occafion to fall upon this
affair, he “exhorted the Fathers not to be difcou-
“ raged for having received one fingle wound;
“ which was of fuch a nature, that it ought nei-
ther to be diffembled, nor to be feared; for to
« fear it, was a meannels : and not to be fenfible
“ of it, a ftupidity : That Lentulus was twice ac-
€ quitted ;, Catiline alfo twice ; and this man was
“ the third, whom a bench of judges had let
« loofe upon the Republic. But thou art mif
taken, Clodius,” fays he; “the judges have not
referved thee for the city, but for a prifon:
“ they defigned thee no kindnefs by keeping thee
« at home, but to deprive thee of the benefit of
 an exile. Wherefore, Fathers, roufe your ufual
“ vigor ; refume your dignity ; there fubfilfts ftill
“ the fame union among the honelt ; they have
“ had indeed a frefh fubject of mortification, yet
“ their courage 1s not impaired by it : no new
 mifchief has befallen us; but that only, which
“ lay concealed, i1s now difcovered, and by the
“ trial 1of one defperate man many others are
¢ found to be as bad as he **.”

Clodius, not caring to encounter Cicero by
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formal fpeeches, chofe to teafe him with raillery,
and turn the debate into ridicule. You are a fine
Gentleman indeed, fays he, and have been at
Baize. That’s not {o fine, replied Cicero, as to be
caught at the myfteries of the Goddefs. But what,
fays he, has a clown of Arpinum to do at the
hot wells ? Afk that friend of yours, replied
Cicero, who had a month’s mind to your Arpinum
clown* : You have bought a houfe, fays he *":
You fhould have faid, lJudges, replied Cicero:
Thofe judges, fays he, would not believe you
upon your oath : Yes, replied Cicero, twenty-
five of them gave credit to me; while the reft
would not give any to you, but made you pay
your money beforehand. This turned the laugh
fo ftrongly on Cicero’s fide, that Clodius was con-
founded, and forced to fit down*”. But being now
declared enemies, they never met without fome
firokes of this kind upon each other ; which, as
Cicero obferves, muft needs appear flat in the nar-
ration, fince all their force and beauty depended
on the fmartnels of the contention, and the fpiri¢
with which they were delivered *'.

The prefent Confuls were IVI. Pupius Pifo and
V. Meffala; the firlt of whom, as foon as he en-
tered into office, put a flight affront upon Cicero}
for his opinion having been alked always the firlt
by the late Confuls, Pifo called upon him only
the fecond, on Catulus the third, Hortenfius the
fourth : This, he fays, did not difpleafe him,
fince it left him more, at liberty in his voting;
and freed him from the obligation of any complai.

S 3
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fance to a man whom he defpifed **. This Conful
was warmly in the interefts of Clodius; not fo
much out of friendfhip, as a nateral inclination
to the worlt fide : for according to Cicero’s ac-
count of him, he was a man ‘““of a weak and
“ wicked mind; a churlifh, captious fneerer,
without any turn of wit; and making men
laugh by his looks rather than jefis; favoring
neither the popular, nor the ariftocratical party;
from whom no good was to be expedted, be-
caufe he wilhed none ; nor hurt to be feared,
becaufe he durlt do none ; who would have
been more vicious, by having one vice the lefs,
“ floth and lazinefs, &c.*.” Cicero frankly ufed
the liberty , which this Conful’s behaviour allowed
him, of delivering his fentiments without any
referve ; giving Pifo himfelf no quarter, but ex-
pofling every thing that he did and faid in favor
of Clodius , in fuch a manner, as to hinder the
Senate from decreeing to him the province of
Syria, which had been defigned and in a manner
promifed to him *'. The other Conful, Mefiala,
was of a quite different characer; a firm and ex-
cellent magiftrate, in the true interefts of his coun-
try , and a conftant admirer and imitator of
Cicero ™,

About this time Cicero is fuppofed to have
made that elegant oration , flill extant, in the de-
fence of his old Preceptor, the Poet Archias : he
expected for his pains an immortality of fame from
the praife of Archias’s mufe ; but by a contrary
fate of things, inftead of deriving any addition of
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glory from Archias’s compofitions, it is wholly
owing to his own, that the name of Archias bas
not long ago been buried in oblivion. From the
great character given by him of the talents and
genius of this Poet,, we cannot help regretting the
entire lofs of his works : he had fung in Greek
verle the triumphs of Marius over the Cimbri, and
of Lucullus over Mithridates ; and was now
attempting the Confulthip of Cicero *’ : but this
perilbed with the reft, or was left rather unfinifhed
and interrupted by his death, fince we find no
farther mention of it in any of Cicero’s lateg
writings.

Pompey the Great returncd to Rome about
the beginning of this year, in the height of bis
fame and fortunes , from the Mithridatic war. The
city had been much alarmed about him by various
reports from abroad , and feveral tumults at home ;
where a general apprehenfion prevailed, of his
coming at the head of an army to take the govern-
ment into his hands **. It is certain, that he had it
now in his power to make himfelf Mafter of the
Republic, without the hazard even of a war, or
any oppofition to control him. Cafar, with the
Tribune Metellus, was inviting him to it, and had
no other ambition at prefent than to ferve under
him : but Pompey was too phlegmatic to be eafily
induced to fo defperate a refolution; or feems
rather indeed to have had no thoughts at all of that
fort , but to have been content with the rank
which he then pofleffed , of the firft Citizen of
Rome, without a rival. He had lived in a perpe-

84




264 PHE ‘L3P ETQB

tual courfe of fuccefs and glory, without any flur
either from the Senate or the people , to infpire
him with fentiments of revenge , or to give him
a pretence for violent meafures; and he was per.
fuaded , that the growing diforders of the city
would {oon force all parties to create him Di&ator,
for the fettlement of the ftate ; and thought it of
more honor to his charader to obtain that power
by the confent of his citizens, than to extort it
from them by violence. But whatever apprehen-
fions were conceived of him before his coming,
they all vanifhed at his arrival ; for he no fooner
fetfoot in Italy, than he difbanded his troops, giving
them orders only to attend him in his Triumph;
and with a private retinue purfued his journey to
Rome, where the whole body of the people came
outto recerve him with all imaginable gratulations
and expreflions of joy for his happy return **.

By his late viories he had greatly extended
the barrier of the empire into the coantinent of
Afia, having added to it three powerful King-
doms *, Pontus, Syria, Bithynia, which he
reduced to the condition of Roman Provinces;
leaving all the other Kings and nations of the Eaft
tributary to the Republic, as far as the Tigris.
Among his other conquefts he took the city of
Jerufalem , by the opportunity of a conteft about
the crown between the two brothers Hircanus and
Ariftobulus: The lower Town was furrendered to
him with little or no oppofition ; but the Fortrefs
of the Temple colt him a fiege of three months;
norwould he have takenit then{o eafily, as Dio tells
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us ¥, had it not been for the advantage, that the
befieged gave him by the obfervance of their weekly
Sabbaths , on which they abftained fo religioufly
from all work , as to neglect even their neceffary
defence. He thowed great humanity to the people,
and touched no part of the facred treafure, or veffels
of gold, which were of an immenfe value ™*;
yet was drawn by his curiofity into fuch a profa-
nation of their Temple, as mortified them more
than all that they had fuffered by the war: for in
taking a view of the buildings, he entered with
hisofficers , not only into the Holy Place where none
but the Priefts, but into the Holy of Holies, where
none but the High Prieft was permitted by the
law to enter: by which a& , as a very eminent
writer , more pioufly perhaps than judicioufly
gemarks , he drew upon himfelf the curfe of God,
and never profpered afterwards >. He carried
Ariftobulus and his children prifoners to Rome,
for the ornament of his Triumph ; and fettled
Hircanusin the government and the High Priefthood,
but fubject to a tribute. Upon the receipt of the
public letters, which brought the account of his
fuccefs, the Senate paffed a decree, that, on all
feftival days, he fhould have the privilege to weara
laurel crown with his General’s robe; and in the
Equelirian races of the Circus, his triumphal habit:
an honor, which when he had once ufed , to fhow
his grateful fenfe of it , he ever after prudently
declined ; fince without adding any thing to his
power, it could ferve only to increafe the envy,
which many were endeavouring to flir up againft
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On the merit of thefe great fervices he did many
acs abroad of a very extraordinary nature ; gave
what laws he pleafed to the whole Eaft ; difiri-
buted the conquered countries at difcretion to the
Kings and Princes who had ferved him in the
wars ; built twenty - nine new cities, or colonies;
and divided to each private foldier about fifty
pounds fterling, and to his officers in proportion,
fo that the whole of his donative is computed to
amount to above three millions of our money *’.

His firlt bufinefs therefore after his return, and
what he had much at heart, was to get thefe adts
ratified by public authority. The popular faction
promifed him every thing, and employed all their
{kill to divert him from an union with Cicero and
the Senate, and bad made a confiderable impref.
fion upon him : but he found the flate of things
very different from their reprefentations, faw
Cicero flill in high credit; and by his means the
authority of the Senate much refpeded ; which
obliged him to ufe great management, and made
him fo cautious of offending any fide , that he
pleafed none. Cicero fays of his firft fpeech, that
it was neither agreeable to the poor, nor relifhed by
the rich; difappointed the feditious, yet gave no
fatisfation to the honeft “*. As he happened to
come home in the very heat of Clodius’s affair, fo
he was prefently urged by both parties to declare
for the one and the other. Fufius, a bufy factious
Tribune, demanded of him before the people , what
be thought of Clodius’s being tried by the Practor and
a bench of Judges ? To which he anfwered very
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ariftocratically, as Cicero callsit ; That he had ever
taken the authority of the Senate to be of the greateft
weight in all cafes. And when the Conful Meffala
alked him in the Senate, what his opinion was of
that profanation of religion, and the law propofed
about it ? he took occafion, without entering into
particulars, to applaud in general all that the Senate
had done init; and upon fitting down, told Cicero,
who fat next to him , that he had now faid enough,
he thought, to fignify his fentiment of the matter **.

Craffus obferving Pompey’s referve , refolved
to pufh him to a more explicit declaration, or to
get the better of him atleaft in the good opinion
of the Senate ; rifing up therefore to fpeak, he
launched out, in 2 very high firain, into the praifes
of Cicero’s Confulfhip ; declaring himfelf indebted to
it, for his being at that time a Senator and a Citizen ;
nay , for his very liberty and his life; and that as
often as he faw his wife , his family , and his country,
fo often he faw his obligations to Cicero. This
difcompofed Pompey, who was at a lofs to under-
{ftand Craflus’s motive ; whether it was to take the
benefit of an opportunity which he had omitted , of
ingratiating himfelf with Cicero ; or that he knew
Cicero’s acts to be in high efteem, and the praife of
them very agreeable to the Senate ; and it piqued
him the more , for it's coming from a quarter,
whence it was leaft to be expected ; from one,
whom Cicero out of regard to him had always
treated with a particular flight. The incident how-
ever, raifed Cicero’s fpirits, and made him exert
himfelf before his new hearer, Pompey , with all
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the pride of his eloquence : his topics were , the
firmoefs and gravity of the Senate ; the concord of the
Equefirian order ; the concurrence of all [taly ; the
lifelefs remains of a baffled confpiracy ; the peace and
plenty which had fince fucceeded : all which he
difplayed with his utmoft force, to let Pompey fee
his afcendant ftill in that aflembly, and how much
he had been impofed upon by the accounts of his
new friends **. Pompey likewife on his fide
began prefently to change his tone, and affected
on all public occafions to pay fo great a court to
Cicero, that the other faction gave him the nick-
name of Cnzus Cicero : and their feeming union
was fo generally agreeable to the city , that they
were both of them conftantly clapped , whenever
they appeared in the Theatre , without a hifs from
any quarter **. Yet Cicero eafily difcovered that all
this outward civility was but feigned and artificial ;
that he was full of envy within, and had no good
intentions towards the public ; nothing candid or
fincere ; nothing great, generous, or free in
him **

There was one point which Pompey refolved
to carry this fummer, againft the univerfal incli-
nation of the city; the ele@ion of L. Afranius, one
of his creatures to the Confulfhip : in which he
fights, fays Cicero, neither with authority, nor in-
tereft, but with what Philip of Macedon took
every fortrefls , into which he could drive a loaded
afs *’. Plutarch fays, that he himfelf diftributed the
money openly in his own gardens: but Cicero
mentions it as a current report, that the Conful
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Pifo had undertaken to divide it at his houfe:
which gave birth to two new laws , drawn up by
Cato and his brother in law Domitius Ahenobarbus,
and fuppofed to be levelled at the Conful; the one
of which gave a liberty to fearch the houfes even
of Magiftrates , on informations of bribery ; the
other declared all thofe enemies to the State , at
whofe houfes the dividers of money were found
Pompey however obtruded Afranius upon the city,
by which he difguited all the better fort both of
the Senate and people “.

He had been making preparation all this
fummer for his Triumph , which he deferred to his
birth-day , the thirtieth of September ; having refided
in the mean while, as ufual , in the fuburbs : fo
that the Senate and people, in compliment to him,
held their affemblies generally, during that time,
without the walls ; fome of which are mentioned
to have been in the Flaminian Circus °. His
Triumph lafted two days , and was the moft fplendid
which had ever been feen in Rome : he built a
Temple to Minerva out of the fpoils , with an
infcription giving a fummary of his victories: That
he had finithed a war of thirty years, had
vaonquifhed , flain , and taken two millions , one
hundred and eighty - three thoufand men ; funk ot
taken eight hundred and forty-fix fhips ; reduced
to the power of the Empire a thoufand five hundred
and thirty-eight towns and fortreffes ; and fubdued
all the countries between the lake IVIzotis and
the Red Sea 7.

Quintus Cicero, who, by the help and intereft
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of his brother , was following him at a proper i
diftance , through all the honors of the State, |
having been Pretor the laft year , now obtained the
government of Afia ; a rich and noble Province,
comprehending the greatelt part of what is called
Afia Minor. Before he went to take poffeflion of

it, he earneltly preffed Atticus , whofe filter he
married , to go along with him as one of his Lieu-
tenants; and refented his refufal fo heinouily , that
Cicero had no fmall trouble to make them friends
again. There is an excellent letter on this fubje&
from Cicero to Atticus ; which I cannot forbear
inferting, for the light which it gives us into the
genuine character of all the three, as well as of
other great men of thofe times , with a fhort account

alfo of the prefent ftate of the Republic.
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Cicero to Atticus.

“ 1 perceive from your letter, and the copy of
my brother’s, which you fent with it, a great
alteration in his affection and fentiments with
regard to you : which affects me with all that
concern, which my extreme love for you both
ought to give me; and with wonder at the
fame time, what could poflibly happen either
to exafperate him fo highly, or to effe fo
great a change in him. 1 had obferved indeed
before, what you alfo miftrufted at your leaving
us, that he had conceived fome fecret difgult,
which fhocked and filled his mind with odious
fufpicions: which though I was eften attempt-
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ing to heal, and elpecially after the allotment
of his Province, yet I could neither difcover
that his refentment was fo great, as it appears
to be from your letter, nor find, that what I
faid had fo great an effe® vpon him as I wifhed.
I comforted myfelf however with a perfuafion,
that he would contrive to fee you at Dyrrha-
chium , or fome other place in thofe parts; and
in that cafe made no doubt, but that all would
be fec right; not only by your difcourfe and
talking the matter over between yourfelves, but
by the very fight and mutual embraces of each
other; for I need not tell you, who know it
as well as myfelf, what a fund of good nature
and fweetnefs of temper there is in my brother,
and how apt he is, both to take and to forgive
an offence. But it is very unlucky, that you
did not fee him; fince, by that means, what
others have artfully inculcased, has had more
influence on his mind, than either his duty, or
his relation to you, or your old friendfhip,
which ought to have had'the moft. Where
the blame of all this lies, it is eafier for me to
imagine, than to write; being afraid, lelt,
while I am excufing my own#®ople, I fhould
be too fevere upon yours; for as I take the cale
to be, if thofe of his own family did not make
the wound, they might at leaft have cured it
When we fee one another again, I fhall explain
to you more eafily the fource of the whole evil,
which is fpread fomewhat wider than it feems
to be. — As to the letter which he wrote to
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you from Theffalonica, and what you fuppole
him to have faid of you to your friends at Rome,
and on the road, I cannot conceive what could
move him to it. But all my hopes of making
this matter eafy depend on your humanity : for
if you will but refle@t, that the beft men are
often the molt eafy , both to be provoked, and
to be appeafed; and that this quicknefs, ifI
may fo call it, or flexibility of temper, is gene-
rally the proof of a good nature; and above
all, that we ought to bear with one another’s

* infirmities or faults, or even injuries: this trou-

blefome affair, I hope, will foon be made up
again. I beg of you that it may be fq. For it
ought to be my {pecial care, from the fingular
affection which I bear to you, to do every thing
in my power, that all, who belong to me, may
both love and be beloved by you. There was
no. occafion for that part of your letter, in which
you mention the opportunities, which you have
omitted of employments both in the City and
the Provinces, ' as well at other times, as in
my Confulfhip; I am perfedly acquainted with
the ingenuity and greatnefs of your mind; and
never thoughtigghat there was any other differ-
ence between you and me, but ina different
choice and method of life : whilft I was drawn,
by a fort of ambition, to the defire and purfuit
of honors; you, by other maxims, in no wife
blamable, to the enjoyment of an honorable
retreat. But for the genuine ‘charader of pro-
bity, diligence, exatnefs of behaviour, I neither
prefer
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prefer myfelf, nor any man elfe to you: and as
for love to me, after my brother and my own
family , I give you always the firft place. For
I faw, and faw it in a2 manner the moft affecting,
both your folicitude and your joy, in all the
various turns of my affairs; and was often
pleafed , as well with the applaufe, which your
gave me in fuccels, as the comfort, which you
adminiftered in my fears: and even now, 1
the time of your abfence, I feel and regret the
lofs, not only of your advice, in which you
excel all;  but of that familiar chat with you,
in which I ufed to take fo much delight.
Where then fhall I tell you that I moflt want
you ? in public affairs ?. where it can never be
permitted to me to fit idle; or in my labors at
the bar ? which I fuftained before through am-
bition, but now, to preferve my dignity: of
in my domeftic concerns? where, though I
always wanted your help before , yet fince the
departure of my brother, I now ftand the more
in need of it. In fhort, neither in my labors,
nor reft; neither in bulinefls, nor retirement;
neither in the Forum, nor at home; neither in
public, nor in private affairs, can I live any
longer without your friendly counfel, and en-
dearing converfation. We have often been re-
ftrained on both fides, by a kind of {hame,
from explaining ourfelves on this article; but L
was now forced to it by that part of your
letter, in which you thought fit to jultify yourfelf
and your way oflife to me. — But to return to my
Vor. L T
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brother; in the prefent ftate of the ill humor
which he exprefles towards you, it happens
however conveniently, that your refolution of
declining all employments abroad was declared
and known long beforehand , both to me and
your other friends; fo that your not being now
together cannot be charged to any quarrel or
rupture - betweeu you, but to your judgment
and choice of life.. Wherefore both this breach
in your union will undoubtedly be healed again,

and your friendfhip with me remain for ever |

inviolable , as it has hitherto beerk 2~ We live
here in an infirm , wretched , tottering Republic:
for you have heard, I guefs, that our Knights
are now almoft disjoined again from the Senate.
The firft thing which they took amifs, was the
decree for calling the judges to account, who
had taken money in Clodius’s affair: 1 hap-
pened to be abfent when it paffed; but hear-
ing afterwards that the whole order refented it,
though without complaining openly , I chid the
Senate , as [ thought, with great effect; and in
a caufe not very modeft, fpoke forcibly and
copioufly. They have now another curious
petition, fcarce fit to be endured : which yet L
not only bore with, but defended. The com-

‘ pany, who hired the Afiatic revenues of the

Cenfors , complained to the Senate, that,
through too great an eagernefs, they had given
more for them than they are worth, and beg-

‘ ged to be releafed from the bargain. I was

their chief advocate, or rather indeed the

o
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fecond ; for Craffus was the man, who put them
upon making this requeft. The thing is odious
and fhameful, and a public confeflion of their
ralhnefs : but there was great reafon to appre-
hend, that if they fhould obtain nothing, they
would be wholly alienated from the Senate; fo
that this point alfo was principally managed by
me. For, on the firft and fecond of December,
I fpoke a great deal on the dignity of the
two orders, and the advantages of the concord
between them, and was heard very favorably
in a full h€sfe. Nothing however 1s yet done;
but the Senate appears well difpofed: for Me-
tellus , the Conful elet, was the only one, who
fpoke againft us: though that Hero of ours;

* Cato, was going alfo to {peak, if the fhortnefs

of the day had not prevented him. Thus, in
purfuit of my old meafures, 1 am fupporting,
as well as I can, that concord which my Con-
fulfhip had cemented: but fince no great firels
can now be laid upon it, I have provided
myfeif another way , and a fure one, | hope, of

‘* maintaining my authority ; which I cannot well

explain by letter, yet will give you a fhort hint

“of it 1 am in ftrict friendfbip with Pompey —

I know already what you fay—and will be upon

* my guard, as far as cantion can ferve me; and

give you a farther account, fome other time,

of my prefent conduc in politics. You are to

konow , in the mean while, that Lucceius de-

figns to fue directly for the Confulfhip; for he

will have, it is faid, but two competitors:
ko
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¢ Cefar, by means of Arrius, propofes to join
« with him; and Bibulus, by Pifo’s mediation,
“ thinks of joining with Cwzfar. Do you' laugh
¢ at this ? Take my word for it, it is no laugh-
“ ing matter. What fhall I write farther ? What?
“ There are many things; but for another occa-
“ fion. If you would have us expect you, pray
“ let me know it: at prefent I fhall beg only
« modeftly, what I defire very earneftly, that
“ you would come as foon as poffible. December
“ the fifth . 7

As to the petition of the Knights, mentioned in
this letter, Cato, when he came afterwards to
fpeak to it, oppofed it fo refolutely, that he pre-
vailed to have it rejected: which Cicero often con-
demns, as contrary to all good policy; and com-
plains fometimes in his letters, that Cato, though
he was the only man who had any regard for
the Republic, yet frequently did mifchief, by
purfuing his maxims abfurdly , and without any
regard to the times ?3: and upon a review of the
tranfactions which had paffed fince his confulfhip,
and the turn which the public affairs were then
taking, he feems to foretel, that the Republic
could not ftand much longer; fince this very year
had overthrowa the two main pillars of it, which
he had been ere@ing with fuch pains; the autho-
rity of the Senate, and their union with the
Knights ™.

Q. Cwxcilius Metellus and L. Afranius were
now Confuls. The firt had been Prztor in Cice-
ro’s Confullhip , and commanded an army againft
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Catiline, and was an excellent Magifirate and Q. Czcrur-
true Patriot; a firm oppoler of all the factious, US METEL-
and a profeffed enemy always to Pompey; in IVSCECER,
T which he was the more heated by a private refent- [‘;ISAF“‘\L
™ ment of the affront offered to his fifter Mucia,
. whom Pompey had lately put away ”*. His partner,
Afranius, was the creature of Pompey’s power;
but of no credit or fervice to him, on the account
of his luxury and lazinefs; being fonder of balls,
than of bufinefs. Cicero calls him a Conful, swhom
none but a Philofopher could look upon without
fighing; a Soldier without {pirit; and a proper
butt for the raillery of the Senate, where Palicanus
abuled him every day to his face; and fo ftupid,
as not to know the value of what he had
purchafed ™.
By the help of this Conful and fome of the
Tribunes, Pompey imagined, that he fhould rea-
dily obtain the ratification of his acts, together
with an Agrarian law, which he was pufhing
forward at the fame time, for the diftribution of
lands to his foldiers; but he was vigoroufly oppofs
ed in them both by the other Conful Metellus,
and the generality of the Senate”’. Lucullus de-
clared, that they ought not to confirm his ads
in the grofs, as if they received them from a
mafter, but to confider them {eparately, and ra-
tify thofe only which were found to be reafon-
able’*. But the Tribune Flavius, who was the
promoter of the law, impatient of this oppofition,
: and animated by Pompey’s power, had the hardi-
nefs to commit Metellus to Prifon; and when all
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the Senate followed, and refolved to go to prifon
too, he clapt his chair at the prifon-door to keep
them out: but this violence gave fuch a general
fcandal to the city, that Pompey found it advif-
able to draw off the Tribune, and releafe the Con-
ful”. In order to allay thefe heats, Cicero of
fered an amendment to the law, which fatisfied
both parties, by fecuring the pofleflions of all
private proprietors, and hindering the public lands
from being given away: his propofal was, that
out of the new revenues, which Pompey had
acquired to the Empire, five years rents fhould be
fet apart to purchafe lands for the intended dil-
tribution*".  But the progrels of the affair was ful-
pended by the fudden alarm of a Gallic war,
which was always terrible to Rome, and being
now actnally commenced by feveral revolted na.
tions, called for the immediate care and attention
of the Government"'.

The Senate decreed the two Gauls feverally to
the two Confuls; and required them to make
Ievies without any regard to privilege, or ex-
emption from fervice: and that three Senators
fhould be chofen by lot, one of them of Conlular
rank, to be fent with a public charadter to the
other Gallic cities, to diffuade them from joining
in the war. In the allotment of thele ambafiadors,
the firlt lot happened to fall upon Cicero; but the
whole affembly remonfirated againft it, declaring
his prefence to be neceffary at ome, and that he
ought not to be employed on fuch an errand.
‘Ihe fame thing happened to Pomwpey, on whom
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the next lot fell, who was retained alfo with
Cicero, as two pledges of the public fafety .
The three at laft chofen were Q. Metellus Creticus,
L.Flaccus, and Lentulus. The Tranfalpine Gaul,
which was the feat of the war, fell to the lot of
Metellus ; who could not contain his joy upon it
for the profpect of glory which it offered him.
Metellus, fays Cicero, is an admirable Conful:
I blame him only in one thing, for not feeming
pleafed. with the news of peace from Gaul. He
longs, 1 {uppofe, to trinmph. I wifh that he was
as moderate in this, as he 1s excellent in all other
refpeds *’.

Cicero now finifhed in the Greek language,
and in the ftyle and manner of Ifocrates, what he
calls 2 Commentary or Memoirs of the tranfactions
of his Confulfhip; and fent it to Atticus, with a
defire, if he approved it, to publifh it in Athens
and the cities of Greece. He happened to receive
2 piece at the fame time, and on the fame
fubje@, from Atticus, which he rallies as rough
and unpolithed, and without any beauty, but it’s
fimplicity. He fent his own work alfo to Pofido-
nius of Rhodes, and begged that he would undertake
the fame argument in a more elegant and mafterly
manner. But Poflidonius anfwered him with a
compliment, that inftead of being encouraged to
write by the perufal of his piece, he was quite
deterred from attempting it. Upon which Cicero
{1ys jocofely, that he had confounded the whole
Greek nation, and freed himfclf from the:impor-
tunity. of thofe httle wits, who had been teafing

4
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him fo long, to be employed in writing the
hiftory of his acts **. What he fays in excufe for
taking that tafk upon himfelf, is, that it was
not a panegyric, but a hiftory ; which makes our
lofs of it the greater, fince it muft have given a
more exact account of thofe times, than can now
be poflibly had, in an entertaining work, finifhed
with care and elegance; which not only pleafed
himfelf, as it feems to have done very highly,
but, as he tells us, every body elfe. If there
be any thing in it, fays he, which does not
feem to be good Greek, or polite enough to
pleale your tafte, I will ot fay what Lucullus told
you of his own hiltory at Panormus, that he had
fcattered fome barbarifms in it, on purpofe to
make it appear to be the work of a Roman: for
if any thing of that kind fhould be found in mine,
it is not with defign, but contrary to my inten-
tion *'.

Upon the plan of thefe IMemoirs, he compofed
afterwards a Latin poem in three books, in which
he carried down the hiflory to the end of his
exile, but did not venture to publifh it till feveral
years ‘after: Not that he was afraid , he fays,
of the refentment of thofe whom he had lafhed
in it, for he had done that part very fparingly,
but of thofe rather whom he had not celebrated,
it being endlefs to mention all who had been
ferviceable to him **. This piece is alfo loft, except
a few fragments fcattered in different parts of his
other writings. The three books were feverally

infcribed to three of the Mufes; of which his
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brother expreffes the higheft approbation, and
admonifhes him to bear in mind what Jupiter
recommends in the end of Urania, or the fecond
book; which concluded probably with fome moral
leffon, not unlike to what Calliope prefcribes in
the third v,

Iuterea carfus, quos prima a pavte juvente,
Quofque adeo Conful virtute animoque petifli,
Hos retine ; atque ange famam lande[que bonorum.

That noble courfe, in which thy earlieft youth
Was trained to virine , liberty, and truth ,

Iz which, when Conful, you furch honor wonu,
While Rome with wonder and applanfe look'd on,
The [ame purfue; and let each groving year

A fresh incveafe of fame and glory bear.

He publifhed likewife at this time a Collection of
the principal Speeches which he had made in his
Confulfhip, under the title of his Confular Ora-
tions: He chofe to make a feparate volume of
them, as Demofthenes had done of his Philippics,
in order to give a {pecimen of his civil or political
talents ; being of a different manner, he fays,
from the dry and crabbed ftyle of the Bar, and
fhowing, not only how he {poke, but how he
acted. The two firlt were againft the Agrarian
law of Rullus; the one to the Senate, the other
to the People: the third on the tumult about
Otho: the fourth, for Rabirius: the fifth, to the
fons of the profcribed: the fixth, upon his refign-
ing the province of Gaul: the feventh, eighth,
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pinth, and tenth, on the affair of Catiline: with
two more [hort ones, as appendices to thofe of
the Agrarian law. But of thefe twelve, four are
entirely loft; the third, fifth, and fixth, with one
of the fhort ones; and fome of the reft left maimed
and imperfe@. He publifhed alfo at this time
in Latin verfe a tranflation of the Prognoftics of
Avratus, which he promifes to fend to Atticus with
the volume of his orations ™ ; of which work
there are only two or three fmall fragments now
remaining.

Clodius, who had been contriving all this while
how to revenge himfelf on Cicero, began now to
givean opening to the fcheme, which be had formed
for that purpofe. His projet was, to get himfelf
chofen Tribune, and in that office to drive him
out of the city, by the publication of a law,
which by fome ftratagem or other -he hoped to
obtrude upon the people”’. But as all Patricians
were incapable of the Tribunate, by it’s original
inftitution, fo his firft ftep was to make himfelf a
Plebeian, by the pretence of an adoption into 2
Plebeian houfe, which could not yet be done
without the fuffrage of the people. This cale was
wholly new, and contrary to all the forms; want-
ing every condition, and ferving none of the ends,
which were required in regular adoptions ; fo that
on the firlt propofal it feemed too extravagant to
be treated ferioufly, and would foon have been
hiffed off with fcorn, had it not been concerted
and privately fupported by perfons of much mor¢
weight than Clodins. Cwmfar was at the bottom
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of it, and Pompey fecretly favored it : not that
they intended to ruin Cicero, but to keep him only
under the lath; and if they could not draw him
into their meafures, or make him at leaft fit quiet,
to let Clodius loofe upon him. The f{olicitor of it
was one Herennius, an obfcure, hardy Tribune,
who firft moved it to the Senate, and afterwards
to the people, but met with no encouragement
from either: for the Conful Metellus, though
brother-in-law to Clodius, warmly oppofed it’";
and declared, that he would ftrangle him fooner
with his own hands, than {uffer him to bring fuch
a difgrace upon his family °*: yet Herennius perfifted
to prefs it, but without any vifible effect or fuccefs;
and fo the matter hung through the remainder of
the year.

Cicero affected to treat it with the contempt
which it feemed to deferve; fometimes rallying
Clodius with much pleafantry, fometimes admo-
nifhing him with no lefs gravity: he told him in
the Senate, that his attempt gave him no manner
of pain; and that it fhould not be any more in
his power to overturn the State, when a Plebeian,
than it was in the power of the Patricians of the
fame ftamp in the time of his Confulthip’’. But
whatever face he put outwardly on this affair,
it gave him a real uneafinels within, and made
him unite himfelf more clofely with Pompey, for
the benefit of his protection againlt a ftorm,
which he faw ready to break upon him; while
Pompey, ruffled likewile by the oppofition of the
Senate, was as forward on his fide to embrace
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Cicero, as a perfon neceflary to his interefts.
Cicero, however, imagining, that this ftep would
be cenfured by many, as a defertion of his old
principles, takes frequent occafion to explain the
motives of it to his friend Atticus , declaring,
¢ that the abfolution of Clodius, the alienation
“ of the Knights, the indolence and luxury of
“ the Confular Senators, who minded nothing
“ but their fifh - ponds, their carps and mullets,
“ and yet were all envious of him, made it
“ neceflary for him to feek fome firmer fupport
“ and alliance. — That in this new friendfhip he
% fhould attend ftill to what the Sicilian wag
“ Epicharmus whifpered, be watchful and diftruft,
% for thofe are the nerves of the mind*.” On
another occafion he obferves, * That his union
« with Pompey, though ufeful to himfelf, was
“ more ufeful to the Republic, by gaining a man
« of his power and authority, who was wavering
« and irrefolute, from the hopes and intrigues of
% the factious: that if this could not have been
 done without drawing upon himfelf a charge
 of levity , he would not have purchafed that,
“ or any other advantage at fuch a price: but he
¢ had managed the matter fo, as not to be thought
« the worlt citizen for joining with Pompey, but
* Pompey himfelf the better, by declaring for
“ him. — That fince Catulus’s death , he ftood
“ fingle and unfupported by the other Confulars
 in the caufe of the ariftocracy; for as the Poet
* Rhinton fays, Some of them were good for

nothing, others cared for nothing’*. But how
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much thefe filh-mongers of ours envy me,” fays

he, « 1 will wnite you word another time, or
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referve it to our meeting. Yet nothing fhall
ever draw me away from the Senate; both
becaufe it is right, and moft agreeable to my
intereft , and that I have no reafon to be
difpleafed with the marks of refpect which they
give me*’. ” In a third letter, he fays, “You
chide me gently for my union with Pompey :
I would not have you to think, that I fought
it only for my own fake; but things were come
to fuch a crifis, that if any difference had
happened between us, it muft have caufed great
difturbance in the Republic ; which I have
guarded againft in fuch 2 manner, that without
departing from my own maxims, I have rendered
him the better, and made him remit fomewhat
of his popularity : for you muflt know, that he
now fpeaks of my adts, which many have been
incenfing him againft, much wmore glorioufly
than he does of his own; and declares, that he
had only ferved the State fuccefsfully but that
I had faved it’’. What good this will do to
me, I know not; but it will certainly do much
to the Republic. What if T could make C=far
alfo a better citizen, whofe winds are now very
profperous ; fhould I do any great harm by it?
Nay, if there were none who really envied me,
but all were encouraging me as they ought, it
would yet be more commendable to heal the
viciated parts of the State, than to cut them
off: but now, when that body of Kaights, who
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were planted by me in my Confulthip, with
you at their head, as our guard in the Capital,
have deferted the Senate, and our Confulars
place their chief happinefls in training the fifh
in their ponds to feed from their hands, and
mind nothing elfe; do vot you think, that I
am doing good fervice, by managing fo, that
thofe, who can do mifchief, will not? For as
to our friend Cato, you cannot love him more
than I do; yet, with the beft intentions and the
greatelt integrity, he often hurts the Republic;
for he delivers his opinion, as if it were in the
polity of Plato, not in the dregs of Romulus *’.
What could be more juft, than to call thofe
to an account, who had received meoney for
judging? Cato propofed, the Senate agreed to
it: the Knights prefently declared war againft
the Senate, not againft me; for I was not of
that opinion. What more impudent, than to
demand a releafe from their contrat? yet it
was better to fuffer that lofs, than to alienate
the whole order: but Cato oppofed it, and
prevailed; fo that now, when the Conful was
thrown iato prifon, as well as in all the tumults
which have lately happened, not one of them
would ftir a foot; though under me, and the
Confuls who {fucceeded me, they had defended
the Republic fo firenuoufly, &c. **, ”

In the midft of thefe tranfactions, Julius Ceefar

returned from the government of Spain, which
had  been allotted to him from his Prztorfhip,

with great fame both for his military and political
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acs. He conquered the barbarous nations by his
arms, and civilized them by his laws ; and having
fubdued the whole country as far as the Ocean, and
been faluted Emperor by the foldiers, came away in
all halte to Rome, to fue at the fame time for the
double honor of a Triumph and the Confulfhip *’.
But his demand of the firlt was, according to the
ufual forms, incompatible with his pretenfions to
the fecond ; fince the one obliged him to continue
without the city, the other made his prefence
neceflary within : fo that finding an averfion in
the Senate to difpenfe with the laws in his favor,.
he preferred the folid to the fpecious, and dropt the
Triumph, to lay hold on the Confulthip **°. He
defigned L. Lucceius for his Colleague, and pri-
vately joined interefts with him, on condition
that Lucceius, who was rich, fhould furnifh money
fufficient to bribe the Centuries. But the Senate,
always jealous of his defigns, and fearing the
effects of his power, when fupported by a Col-
league fubfervient to his will, eipoufed the othesr
candidate,, Bibulus, with all their authority, and
made a common purfe to enable him to bribe as high
as his competitors: which Cato himfelf is faid to
have approved *°’. By this means they got Bibulus
eleGted, to their great joy; a man firm to their
wterefts, and determined to obftru& all the ambi-
tious attempts of Cefar.

Upon Czfur's going to Spain, he had engaged
Craflus to ftand bound for him to his creditors, who
were clamorous and troublefome , as far as two
hundred thoufand pounds fterling : fo much did he
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want to be worth nothing, as he merrily faid of
himfelf ***. Craffus hoped, by the purchafe of
his friendfhip, to be able to make head againft
Pompey in the adminiftration of public affairs:
but Caefar, who had long been courting Pompey,
and laboring to difengage him from an union with
Cicero and the arifiocratical intereft, eafily faw,
that as things then ftood, their joint ftrength
would avail but little towards obtaining what
they aimed at, unlefs they could induce Pompey
alfo to join with them: on pretence therefore of
reconciling Pompey and Craffus, who had been
conftant enemies, he formed the projed of a
triple league between the three; by which they
fhould mutually oblige themfelves to promote each
other’sIntereft, and to a&t nothing but by common
agreement: to this Pompey eaflily confented, on
account of the difgult which the Senate had impo-
liticly given him, by their perverfe oppofition to
every thing which he defired or attempted in the
State.

This is commonly called the firft Triumvirate;
which was nothing elfe in reality but a traitorous
Confpiracy of three, the molt powerful Citizens
of Rome, to extort from their country by "vio-
lence what they could not obtain by law. Pom-
pey’s chief motive was, to get his ads confirmed
by Czfar in his Confulfhip; Cexfar’s, by giving way
to Pompey’s glory, to advance his own ; and Crafl-
fus’s, to gain that alcendant, which he could not
fuftain alone, by the authority of Pompey and the
vigor of Cxlar*’. But Cefar, who formed the
fcheme,
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fcheme , eafily faw, that the chief advantage of
it would neceflarily redound to himfeif; he knew,
that the old enmity between the other two,
though it might be palliated, could never be
healed without leaving a fecret jealoufy between
them; and as by their common help he was fure
to make himfelf fuperior to all others, fo by ma-
naging the one againft the other, he hoped to
gain at lalt the fuperionty alfo over them both '**,
To cement this union therefore the more ftrongly
by the ties of blood as well as intereft, he gave
his daughter Julia, a beautiful and accomplifhed
young lady, in marriage to Pompey: and from
this zra all the Roman writers date the origin of
the civil wars, which afterwards enfued, and the
fubverfion of the Republic, in which they end-

ed "k

tu caufa malorum

Fada sribus dominis communis Roma —

. Lucax. 1, gs.
Heuce flow'd our ills y hence all that civil flame,
When Rome the common siave of three became.

Cicero might have made what terms he pleafed
with the Triumvirate ; been admitted even a
partner of their power, and a fourth in their
league; which feemed to want a man of his cha-
racter to make it complete. For while the reft

~were engaged in their governments ; and the

command of armies abroad, his authority would
have been of fingular ufe at home, to manage
Nor. L
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the affairs of the city, and folicit what they had
to tranfact with the Senate or People. Czfar
therefore was extremely defirous to add him to
the party, or to engage him rather in particular
meafures with himfelf; and no fooner entered into
the Confulfhip, than he fent him word by their
common friend Balbus, that he would be govern.
ed in every ftep by him and Pompey, with
whom he would endeavour to join Craflus too ™.
But Cicero would not enter into any engagements
jointly with the Three, whofe union he abhorred;
nor into private meafures with Cafar, whofe in.
tentions he always fufpeced. He thought Pompey
the better citizen of the two; .took his views to
be lefs dangerous, and his temper more trad-
able; and imagined that a feparate alliance with
him would be fufficient to (kreen him from the
malice of his enemies. Yet this put him undet
no fmall difficulty: for if he oppofed the Trium:
virate, he could not expeé to continue well with
Pompey; or, if he ferved it, with the Senate:
in the firft, he faw his ruin; in the fecond, the
lofs of his credit. He chofe therefore, what the
wife will always chufe in fuch circumftances, a
middle way; to temper his behaviour fo, that
with the conftancy of his duty to the Republic, he
might have a regard alfo to his fafety, by remitting
fomewhat of his old vigor and contention , without
fubmitting to the meannefs of confent or approba-
tion; and when his authority could be of no ufeto
his country, to manage their new mafters fo, asnot
to irritate their powrer to his own deftruction; which
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was all that he defired ™’. This was the fcheme:
of politics , which, as he often laments., the
weaknefs of the honeft, the perverfenefs of the
envious, and the hatred of the wicked obliged
him to purfue.

One of his intimate friends Papirius Patus,
made him a prefent about this time of a colledion
of books, which fell to him by the death of his
brother Servius Claudius, a celebrated fcholar
and crtic of that age ***. The books were all
at Athens, where Servius ptobably died ; and
the manner in which Cicero writes about them to
Atticus, fhows what a value he fet upon the pre-
fent, and what pleafure he expected from the ufe
of 1t
“ Papirius Pztus,” fays he, “an honelt man,
who loves me, has given me the books, which
his brother Servius left; and fince your agent
Cincius tells me, that I may fafely take them
by the Cincian law *’, 1 readily fignified my
“ acceptance of them. Now if you love me,
** or know that I love you, 1 beg of you to take
. * care by your friends, clients, hofts, freedmen,
“ flaves, that not a leaf of them be loft. 1 am
in extreme want both of the Greek books,
which 1 guefs, and the Latin, which I know
him to have left: for I find more and more
comfort every day, in giving all the time,
« which I can fteal from the Bar, to thofe Rudies.
You will do me a great pleafure, a very great
one, I affure you, by thowing the fame dili-
' Va
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A. Urb. 694.
Cic. 48.
Coff.

C. Jurius
CHESAR,

M. Car-
PURNIUS
BiguLUs.

“ gence in this, that you ufually do in all other
« affairs, which you take me to have much at
& heart, &c. "*%.”

While Cicero was in the country in the end of
the year, his Archite® Cyrus was finifhing for
him at Rome fome additional buildings to his
houfe on mount Palatine: but Atticus, who was
juft returned from Athens, found great fault with
the fmallnefs of the windows; to which Cicero
gives a jocofe anfwer, bantering both the objec
tion of Atticus, and the way of reafoning of the
architects: “ You little think,” fays he, “thatin
finding fault with my windows, you condemn the
inftitution of Cyrus ***; for when I made the fame
objection, Cyrus told me, that the profpe& of the
fields did not appear to fuch advantage through
larger lights. For let the eye be A; the objed
B, C; the rays D, E; you fee the reft. If vifion
indeed were performed, as you Epicureans hold,
by images flying off from the object, thofe images
would be well crowded 1n fo ftrait a paffage;
buc if by the emiffion of rays from the eye, it
will be made commodioufly enough. If you find
any other fault, you fhall have as good as you
bring; unlefs it can be mended without any coft
to me""’

Czfar and Bibulus entered now into the Con-
fullhip, with views and principles wholly oppo-
fite to each other; while the Senate were pleafing
themfelves with their addrefs, in procuring one
Conful of their own, to check the ambition of
‘the other, and expecting now to reap the fruit

Rl - R Lk



Mg TEIGRCERON - an

of it. But they prefently found upon a trial,
that the balance and conftitution of the Republic
was quite changed by the overbearing power of
the Three : and that Cxfar was too ftrong to be
controlled by any of the legal and ordinary
methods of oppofition; he bad gained feven of
the Tribunes, of whom Vatinius was the captain
of his mercenaries ; whole talk it was to {fcour
the fireets, fecure the avenues of the Forum, and
clear it by a fuperior force of all, who were pre-
pared to oppofe them.

Clodius , in the mean time, was pufhing on
the affair of his adoption; and foliciting the peo-
ple to confirm the law, which he had provided
for that purpofe. The Triumvirate pretended to
be againlt it, or at leaft to {tand neuter; but
were watching Cicero’s motions, in order to take
their meafures from his condué, which they did
not find fo obfequious as they expe&ed. In this
interval it happened, that C. Antonius, Cicero’s
colleague, who had governed Macedonia from
the -time of his Confulthip, was now impeached
and brought to a trial for the male-adminiftration
of his Province; and being found guilty, was
condemned to perpetual exile. Cicero was his
advocate, and, in the courfe of his pleading,
happened to fall, with the ufual freedom, into a
complaint of the times and the oppreffion of the
Republic, in a ftyle that was interpreted to refle&
feverely upon their prefent rulers. The Rory
was carried diredtly to Czfar, and reprelented to
him in fuch colors, that he refolved to revenge

V3
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it prefently on Cicero, by bringing on Clodius’s
law; and was fo eager in it, that he inftantdy
called an affembly of the peaple, and being af.
filted by Pompey, as Augur, to make the ad
legal and aulpicious , got the adoption ratified
by the people through all the forms ™, within,
three hours from the time of Cicero’s fpeaking.

Bibulus, who was an Augur too, being ad-
vertifed of what was going forward; fent notice
to Pompey, that he was obferving the heavens
and taking the aufpices, during which function it
was illegal to tranfat any bufinefs with the
people "'*.  But Pompey, inftead of paying any
regard to his meflfage, gave a fanction to the pro-
ceeding by prefiding in it; fo that it was carried
without any oppofition. And thus the bow, %
Cicero calls it, which had been kept bent againft
him and the Republic, was at laft difcharged *;
and a plain admonition given to him, what he
bad to expe@, if he would not be more com
plying. For his danger was brought one fiep
nearer, by laying the Tribunate open to Clodius,
whole next attempt might probably reach home
to him. Thefle laws of adoption were drawn! up
an the ftyle of a petition to the people, after the
following form.

“May it pleafe you, Citizens, to ordain, that
P. Clodius be, to all intents and purpofes of law,
as truly the fon of Fonteius, as if he were begotten
of his body in lawful marriage; and that Fonteius
have the power of life and death over him, as much
as a father has over a proper fon: this, Citi-
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zens , I pray you to confirm in the manner in
which it is defired "*“.”

There were three conditions abfolutely necel-
fary to make an aé&t of this kind regular: firlt,
that the adopter fhounld be older than the adopted,
and incapable of procreating children, after having
endeavoured it without fuccefls when he was
capable : fecondly, that no injury or diminution
fhould be done to the dignity, or the religious
rights of either family: thirdly, that there fhould
be no fraud or collufion in it; nor any thing
fought by it, but the genuine effedts of a real
adoption. All thefe particulars were to be pre-
vioufly examined by the College of Priefis; and
if after a due inquiry they approved the petition,
it was propofed to the fuffrage of the citizens
living in Rome, who voted according to their
original divifion into thirty Curiz, or wards,
which feem to have been analogous to our
parifhes '’ : where no bufinefs however could be
tranfacted , when an Augur or Conful was obferv-
ing the heavens. Now in this adoption of Clodiuss
there was not one of thefe conditions obferved:
the College of Priefts was not fo much as con-
fulted ; the adopter Fonteius had a wife and
children; was a man obfcure and unknown, not
full twenty years old, when Clodius was thirty-
five, and a Senator of the nobleflt birth in Rome:
nor was there any thing meant by it, but purely
to evade the laws, and procure the Tribunate:
for the affair was no fooner over, than Clodius
was emancipated, or fet free again by his new

V4
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father from all his obligations *'*. But thefe ob-
ftacles fignified nothing to Cafar, who always took
the fhorteft way to what he aimed at, and valued
neither forms nor laws, when he had a power
fufficient to control them.

But, the main trial of ftrength between the
two Confuls was about the promulgation of an
Agrarian law, which Caxfar had prepared, for
diftributing the lands of Campania to twenty thou-
fand poor citizens, who had each three children or
more. Bibulus muftered ali his forces to oppofe
it, and came down to the Forum full of courage
and refolution, guarded by three of the Tribunes
and the whole body of the Senate; and as oft as
Cwzfar attempted to recommend it, he as often
interrupted him, and loudly remonfirated againft
it, declaring, that it fhould never pafs in his
year. From words they foon came to blows;
where Bibulus was roughly handled, his Fafces
broken, pots of filth thrown upon his head; his
three Tribunes wounded,and the whole party driven
out of the Forum by Vatinius, at the head of Cefar’s
mob "*. When the tumult was over, and the
Forum cleared of their adverfaries, Cefar pro-
duced Fompey and Craffus into the Roftra, to
fignify their opinion of the law to the people;
where Pompey, after fpeaking largely in praife
of it, declared in the conclufion, that if any
fhould be fo hardy as to oppole it with the {word,
he would defend it with his fhield. Craffus ap-
plauded what Pompey faid, and warmly prefled
the acceptance of it; fo that it paffed upon the
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fpot without any farther contradiction™*. Cicero
was in the country during this conteft, but
fpeaks of it with great indignation in a letter to
Atticus, and wonders at Pompev policy, in fup-
porting Cmefar in an aé fo odious, of alienating
the beft revenues of the Repubhc, and fays,
that he mult not think to make them amends by
bis rents on mount Libanus, for the lofs of thofe,

12%

~which he had taken from them in Campania*’,

The Senate and all the Magifirates were obliged ,
by a fpecial claufe of this law, to take an oath to
the obfervance of it; which Cato himfelf, though
he had publicly declared that he would never do
it, was forced at laft to fwallow **’,

Bibulus made his complaint the next day in
the Senate, of the violence offered to his perfon;
but finding the affembly fo cold and intimidated,
that no body cared to enter into the affair, or to
move any thing about it, he retired to his houfe
in defpair, with a refolution to fhut himfelf up for
the remaining eight months in the year, and to
aét no more in public but by his edicts"*’, This
was a weak ftep in a magiftrate armed with fo-
vereign authority; for though it had one effe@,
which he propofed by it, of turning the odium
of the city upon his colleague, yet it had another
that overbalanced it, of firengthening the hands
and raifing the fpirits of the adverfe party, by
leaving the field whoily clear to them.

As Cezfars view in the Agrarian law was to
oblige the populace, fo he took the opportunity,
which the Senate had thrown into his hands, of




208 THE LIFE OF

obliging the Knights too, by eafing them of the
difadvantageous contract, which they had long
in vain complained of, and remitting a third part
of what they had fipulated to pay'*: and when
Cato ftill oppofed it with his ufual firmuefs, he
ordered him to be hurried away to prifon. He
imagined, that Cato would have appealed to
the Tribunes; but feeing him go along patiently,
without fpeaking a word, and refleGting, that
fuch a violence would create a frefh odium, with-
out ferving any purpofe, he defired one of the
Tribunes to interpofe and releafe him ***, He next
procured a {pecial law from the people, for the
ratification of all Pompey’s ads in Afia; and in
the firuggle about it, fo terrified and humbled
Lucullus, who was the chief oppofer, that he
brought him to alk pardon at his feet ™",

He carried 1t fill with great outward refped
towards Cicero; and gave him to underftand
again by Balbus, that he depended on his affiftance
in the Agrarian law : but Cicero contrived to be
out of the way, and fpent the months of Apnl
and May in his Villa near Antium, where he
had placed his chief colletion of books’”;
amufing himfelf with his ftudies and his children,
or, as he fays jocofely, in counting the waves.
He was projecting, however, a fyftem of Geography
at the requeft of Acticus, but foon grew weary
of it, as a fubject too dry and jejune to admit of
any ornament "; and being defired alfo by Atticus
to fend him the copies of two orations which
be had lately made , his anfwer was, that he bad
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torn one of them, and could not give a copy;
and did not care to let the other go abroad, for
the praifes which it beftowed on Pompey; being
difpofed rather to recant, than publifh them, fince
the adoption of Clodius™’. He feems indeed to
have been too {plenctic at prefent to compofe
any thing but invedives; of which kind he was
now drawing up certain anecdotes, as he calls
them, or a fecret hiftory of the times, to be
{hown to none but Atticus, in the ftyle of Theo-
pompus, the moft fatirical of all writers: for all
his politics, he fays, were reduced to this oné
point, of hating bad citizens, and pleafing himfelf
with writing againft them: and fince he was
driven from the helm, he had nothing to wifh,
but to fee the wreck from the fhore; or, as Seo-

ijo

phocles fays **°,

Usnder the shelter of a good warm roof,
With mind [evenely calm and proue to sleep,
Hear the loud florm and beating rain -without.

“Clodius,, having got through the obRtacle of
his adoption, began without lofs of time to fue
for the Tribunate; whilft a report was induftri-
oufll- {pread, which amufed the city for a while,
of a breach between bim and Cxfar. He declared
every where loudly, that his chief view in de-
firing that office was, to refcind all Ceefar's Ads;
and Czfar, on his part, as openly difclaimed any
fhare 1n his adoption, and denied him to be a
Plebeian. This was eagerly carried to Cicero by




300 THESLILFE OF

young Curio; who affured him, that all the young
Nobles were as much incenfed againft their proud
Kings, as he himfelf, and would not bear them
much longer; and that Memmius and Metellus
Nepos had declared againft them: which being
confirmed alfo by Atticus'’s letters, gave no {mall
comfort to Cicero; all whofe hopes of any good
depended, he fays, upon their quarrelling among
themfelves *'". The pretended ground of this
rupture, at it is hinted in Cicero’s letters, was
Clodius’s flighting an offer, which the Triumvirate
made to him, of an embafly to King Tigranes;
for being weary of his infolence, and jealous of
his growing power , they had contrived this em-
ployment as an honorable way of getting rid of
bim: but in the prefent condition of the Republic
Clodius knew his own importance too well, to
quit his views at home, by an offer of fo little
advantage abroad; and was difgufted, that Cefar
bad not named him among the twenty Commifli-
oners appointed to divide the Campanian lands;
and refolved not to ftir from the city, till he had
veaped the fruits of the Tribunate. Cicero men-
tioning this affair to Atticus, fays, “I am much
“ delighted with what you write about Clodius:
“ try all means to fearch into the bottom of it;
® and fend or bring me word, whatever you either
 learn or fufpe&; and efpecially, what he intends
“ to do about the embafly. Before I read your
“ letter, 1 was wilhing that he would accept it;
not for the fake of declining a battle with him,
for I am in wonderful fpirits for fighting; but
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I imagined, that he would lofe by it all the
popularity which he has gained, by going over
to the Plebeians - What then did you mean
by making yourfelf a Plebeian? Was it only
to pay a vifit to Tigranes? Do not the Kings
of Armenia ufe to take notice of Patricians ? —
You fee how I had been preparing myfelf to
rally the embafly; which if he {lights after
all, and if this, as you fay, difgufts the au-
thors and promoters of the law, we fhall
have rare fport. But to fay the truth, Pub-
lius has been treated fomewhat rndely by
them; fince he, who was lately the only
man with Cefar, cannot now find a place
among the twenty; and after promifing one
embafly , they put him off with another; and
while they beftow the rich ones upon Drufus,
or Vatinius, referve this barren one for him,
whofe Tribunate was propofed to be of fuch
ufe to them. Warn him, I beg of you, on
this head,. as much as you can; all our hopes
of fafety are placed on their falling out among
themfelves, of which, as 1 underftand from
Curio, fome fymptoms begin alteady to ap-
pear " Buc all this noife of a quarrel was

found at Ialt to be a mere artifice, as the evert
quickly fhowed : or if there was any real difgult
among them, it proceeded no farther, than to
give the be:cter color to a report, by which they
hoped to impofe upon Cicero, and draw fome un-
wary people into a hafty declaration of themfelves;
and above all, to weaken the obftruction to Clo-
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dius's election from that quarter; whence it was
chiefly to be apprehended.

Cicero retuined to Rome in May , after an
interview with Atticus, who went abroad at the
fame time to his eftate in Epirus : he refolved to
decline all public bufinefs, as much as he decently
could, and to give the greateflt part of his time
to the Bar, and to the defence of caufes ; an
employment always popular, which made many
friends, and few enemies, fo that he was fill
much frequented at home, and honorably attended
abroad, and maintained his dignity, he fays,
not meanly, confidering the general oppreffion;
nor yet greatly, confidering the part which he
had before acted *'. Among the other caufes
which he pleaded this fummer, he twice defended
A. Thermus, and once L. Flaccus ; men of Pre-
torian dignity, who were both acquitted. The
fpeeches for Thermus are loft ; but that for Flac-
cus remains, yet fomewhat imperfect; in which
though he had lately paid fo dear for fpeaking his
mind too freely, we find feveral bold refletions
on the wretched ftate of fubje@ion, to which the
city was now reduced.

This L. Valerius Flaccus had been Prztor in
Cicero’s Confulthip, and received the thanks of
the Senate for his zeal and vigor in the feizure of
Catiline’s accomplices ; but was now accufed by
P. L=lius of rapine and oppreffion in his proviace
of Afia, which was allotted to him from his
Pretorfhip. The defence confifts' chiefly in difplay-
,illg the dignit)-‘ of Fhﬁ criminaI, and j;}va]idating




Mo T CGICER O 303

the credit of the Afiatic witnefles. Cicero obferves,
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That the Judges who had known and feen
the integrity of Flaccus’s life through a feries
of great employments, were themfelves the beft
witneffes of it, and could not want to learn it
from others, efpecially from Grecians : that for
his part, he had always been particularly ad-
di¢ted to that nation and their fudies, and knew
many modeft and worthy men among them:
that he allowed them to have learning, the
difcipline of many atts, an elegance of writing,
a fluency of fpeaking, and an acutenels of wit:
but as to the fanctity of an oath , they had no
notion of it, knew nothing of the force and the
efficacy of it : that all their concern in giving
evidence was, not how to prove, but how to
exprels what they faid : — that they never ap-
peared in a caufe, but with a refolution to hurt;
nor ever confidered what words were proper for
an oath, but what were proper to do mifchief,
taking it for the laft difgrace, to be baffled, con-
futed, and outdone in [wearing : fo that they
never chofe the beft and worthieft men for wit-
neffes, but the moft daring and loquacious : —

“ in fhort, that the whole nation looked upon an

oath as 2 mere jeft, and placed all their credit,
livelihood, and praife on the fuccefs of an im-
pudent lie : — whereas of the Roman witnefles,

who were produced againft Flaccus , though
feveral of them came angry, fierce, and willing
to ruin him, yet one could not help obferving,
with what caution and religion they delivered
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* what they had to fay; and though they had
* the greateft defire to hurt, yet could not do it
for their feruples: — that a Roman in giving his
teftimony, was always jealous of himfelf, left
he fhould go too far ; weighed all his words,
and was afraid to let any thing drop from him
too haftily and paflionately ; or to fay a fyllable
more or lefs than was neceffary ***.” Then
after thowing at large, by what fcandalous methods
this accufation was procured againft Flaccus, and
after expoling the vanity of the crimes charged
upon him, together with the profligate characters
of the particular witneflfes ; he declares, *that
“ the true and genuine Grecians were all on Flac-
cus’s fide, with public tefiimonies and decrees
in his favor. — Here,” fays he, “ you fee the
Athenians, whence humanity, learning, religion,
the fruits of the earth, the rights and laws of
mankind, are thought to have been firflt propa-
gated ; for the pofleflion of whofe city, the
Gods themfelves are faid to have contended on
the account of it’s beauty ; which 1s of fo great
antiquity , that it is reported to have brought
forth it's own Citizens, and ‘the fame fpot to
have been their parent, their nurfe and their
country ; and of fo great authority, that the
broken ‘and fhattered frame of Greece depends
now fingly on the credit of this City. — Here
alfo are the Lacedemonians, whofe tried and
renowned virtue was confirmed not only by
nature, but by difcipline ; who alone, of all the
* nations upon earth, have fubfifted for above
feven
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*“ feven hundred ‘years, without any change in
* their laws and manners. — Nor can I pafs over
the city of Marfeilles, which knew Flaccus when
firt a foldier, and afterwards Queeltor ; the
gravity of whofe dilcipline, I think preferable,
not only to Greece, but to all other citiess
which, though feparated fo far from the couns
try , the cuftoms, and the language of all Gre-
clans, furrounded by the nations of Gaul, and
“ walhed by the waves of barbarifm, is fo wifely
“ governed by the counfels of an ariftocracy, that
it 1s eafier to praife their conffitution, than to
imitate it . One part of the charge againft
Flaccus, was, for prohibiting the Jews to carry
out of his province the gold, which they ufed to
collect annually through the empire for the Temple
of Jerufalem ; all which he feized and remitted to
the treafury at Rome. The charge itfelf feems to
imply ; that the Jews made no mean figure at this
time in the empire; and Cicero’s anfwer, though
it betrays a great contempt of their religion, through
his ignorance of it; yet fhows, that their numbers
and credit were very confiderable alfo in Rome,
The trial was held near the Aurelian fteps, a place
of great refort for the populace, and particu]arly
for the Jews, who ufed it probably as a kind of
exchange, or general rendez-vous of their country-
men : Cicero therefore proceeds to fay, “It was
“ for this reafon, Lelius, and for the fake of this
“ crime, that you have chofen this place, and all
“ this crowd for the trial : you know what a nu.-
% merous band the Jews are ; what concord among
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themfelves; what a buftle they make in our
alfemblies — I will fpeak foftly , that the Judges
only may hear me; for there are people ready
to incite them againft me and againft every
honeft man; and I would not willingly lend
any help to that defign — Since our gold then
is annually carried out of ltaly, and all the
Provinces, in the name of the Jews, to Jerufa-
lem, Flaccus, by a public ediét, prohibited
the exportation of it from Afia: and where 1s
there a man, Judges, who does not truly ap-
plaud this a&? The Senate, on feveral different
occafions, but more feverely in my Confulfhip,
condemned the exportation of gold. To with-
ftand this barbarous fuperftition was a piece
therefore of laudable difcipline ; and, out of
regard to the Republic , to contemn the multi-
tude of Jews, who are fo tumultuous in all our
affemblies, an a& of the greateft gravity : but
Pompey , it feems, when he took Jerufalem,
meddled with nothing in that Temple : in which,
as on many other occafions, he acted prudently,
that in fo fufpicious and ill-tongued a people,
he would not give any handle for calumny;
for 1 can never believe , that it was the religion
of Jews and enemies, which hindered this excellent
General , but his own modefty.” Then after

fhowing, * that Flaccus had not embezzled or
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feized the gold to his own ufe. but tranfmitted
it to the public treafury, he obferves, that it
was not therefore for the fake of the crime, but
to raife an envy, that this faét was mentioned;
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“ and that the accufer’s fpeech was turned from

the Judges , and addreffed to the circle around
them : Every city,” {fays he, “Lzlius, has it’s
religion ; we have ours: while Jerufalem flourifh-
ed, and Judza was at peace with us, yet their
religious rites were held inconfiftent with the
fplendor of this Empire, the gravity of the
Roman name, and the inflitutions of our an-
ceftors : but much more ought they to be held
fo now ; fince they have let us fee, by taking
arms , what opinion they have of us; and by
their being conquered, how dear they are to
the Gods***.” He proceeds in the laft place to
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thow, what he had intimated in the beginning ,

(11

that the real aim of this trial was to facrifice
“thofe, who had fignalized themfelves again(t
“ Catiline, to the malice and revenge of the fedi-
“ tious:” and puts the Judges in mind; * that
““ the fate of the city, and the fafety of all honeft
men , now refted on their thoulders : that they
faw in what an unfettled ftate things were, and
what a turn their affairs had taken : that among
many other acts, which certain men had done,
they were now contriving, that by the votes
and decilions of the Judges every honeft mun
* might be undone : that thefe Judges indeed had
“ given many laudable judgments in favor of the
Republic ; many, againft the wickednefs of the
confpirators : yet fome people thought the Re-
“ public not yet {ufficiently changed, till the beft
* citizens were involved in the fame punithment
* with the worft. C. Antonius,” fays he, *i§
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already opprefled ; let it be fo : he had a peculiar
infamy upon him : yet even he, if I may be
allowed to fay it, would not have been con-
demned by you : upon whofe condemnation a
fepulchre was dreffed up to Catiline, and cele-
brated with a fealt and concourfe of our auda-
cious and domeltic enemié¢s, and funeral rites
performed to him : now the death of Lentulus
is to be revenged on Flaccus; and what more
agreeable facrifice can you offer to him, than
by Flaccus’s blood to fatiate his deteftable hatred
of us all ? Let us then appeafe the manes of
Lentulus; pay the laft honors to Cethegus ; recal
the banifhed ; nay, let me alfo be punifhed for
the excefs of my love to my country; I am
already named and marked out for a trial ; have
crimes forged , dangers prepared for me; which
if they had attempted by any other method ;
or if, in the name of the people, they had
ftirred up the unwary multitude againft me,
I could better have born it; but it is not to
be endured, that they fhould think, to drive
out of the city the authors, the leaders, the
champions of our common fafety ; by the help
of Senators and Knights, who with one mind
and confent, affilted fo greatly in the fame
caufe. They know the mind and inclination
of the Roman people : the people themfelves
take all poflible occafions of declaring it : there
is no variety in their fentiments, or their lan-
guage. 1f any one therefore call me hither, I
come : 1 do not only not refafe, but require
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“ the Roman people for my judge : let force

only be excluded ; let fwords and ftones be
“ removed ; let mercenaries be quiet; let flaves
% be filent; and when I come to be heard for
myfelf, there will not be a man fo unjuft, if he
be free and a citizen, who will not be of opi-
nion , that they ought to vote me rewards, ra-
ther than punifhment '”’.” He concludes, by
applying himfelf as ufual, to move the pity and
clemency of the bench towards the perfon of the
criminal , by all the topics proper to excite com-
paffion : “the merit of his former fervices; the
 Juftre of his family ; the tears of his children;
¢ the difcouragement of the honeft’; and the hurt,
‘¢ which the Republic would fuffer, in being de-
“ prived, at fuch a time, of fuch a citizen.”

Q. Cicero, who fucceeded Flaccusin the province
of Afia, was now entering into the third year of
his government, when Cicero fent him a moft ad-
mirable letter of advice about the adminiftration of
his province ; fraught with fuch excellent precepts
of moderation, humanity, juftice, and layingdo wn
rules of governing, fo truly calculated for the
good of mankind, that it deferves a place in the
clofets of all who govern : and efpecially of thofe,
who are intrufted with the command of foreign
provinces ; who by their diftance from any im-
mediate control, are often tempted, by the in-
folence of power, to adts of great oppreflion.

The Triumvirate was now dreaded and deteft-
ed by all ranks of men: and Pompey as the firft of
the league, had thefirft fhare of the public hatred:
X3
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fo that thefe affedters of popularity , fays Cicero,
have taught even modeft men to hifs **. Bibulus
was continually teafing them by his edids; in
which he inveighed and protefted againlt all their
acts. - Thefe edi@s were greedily received by the
city ; all people got copies of them ; and where-
ever they were fixed up in the fireets, it was fcarce
pollible to pafs for the crowds which were reading
them ™*. Bibulus was extolled to the fkies ; though
I know not why, fays Cicero , unlefs, like another
Fabius, he is thought to fave the State by doing no-
thing: for what is all his greatnefs of mind, buta
mere teftimony of his fentiments , without any fervice
to the Republic ™ # His edi®ts however provoked
Cefar fo far, that he attempted to excite the mob to
ftorm his houfe, and drag him out by force: and Va-
tinius actually made an affault upon it, though with-
out fuccefs "**, But while all the world difliked,
lamented, and talked loudly againft thefe proceedings;
and above all, young Curio at he head of the
young Nobility, yet, we feek no remedy, fays Cicero,
through a perfuafion, that there is no refifting , but
to our deftruction *™**

The inclinations of the people were fhown
chiefly , as he tells us, in the Theatres and public
fhows ; where, when Czfar entered, he wasreccived
only with a dead applaufe ; but when young Curio,
who followed him, appeared, he was clapped, as
Pompey ufed tobe in the height of his glory. And
in the Apollinarian plays Diphilus, the Tragedian,
happening to have fome paflages in his part, which
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were thought to hit the charadter of Pompey,
he was forced to repeat them a thoufand times:

Thoz by our wmiferies art great——

The time will come wohen thow wilt voreschedly Ila-
ment that greatiefiemm——

If neither lavw nor cuftom can veftrain thee——

at each of which fentences, the whole theatre
made fuch a roaring and clapping, that they could
hardly be quieted . Pompey was greatly
fhocked, to find himfelf fallen fo low in the efteem
of the city: he had hitherto lived in the midft of
glory , an utter franger to difgrace, which made
him the more impatient under fo mortifying a
change: “I could fcarce refrain from tears” fays
Cicero, “ to fee what an abje@, paultry figure
“ he made in the Roftra, where he never ufed to
“ appear but with univerfal applaufe and admi-
“ ration; meanly haranguing againft the edids
“ of Bibulus, and difpleafing not ouly his au-
¢ dience, but himfelf: a fpectacle, agrecable to
¢ none, fo much as to Craflus; to fee him fallen
« fo low from fuch a height: ——and as Appelles
« or Protogenes would have been gricved to fee
« one of their capital pieces befmeared with dirt;
“ fo it was a real grief to me, to fee the man,
¢ whom | had painted with all the colors of my
« art, become of a fudden fo deformed: for
“ though no body can think fince the aifair of
“ Clodius, that 1 have any realon to be his friend;

X 4
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“ yet my love for him was fo great, that no in-
¢ jury could efface jt'**.”

Czfar, on the other hand, began to 'reap
fome part of that fruit,- which he expected from
their union: he forefaw from the firlt, that the
odium of it would fall upon Pompey; the benefit
accrue to himfelf ** : (ill Pompey gradually finking
under the envy, and himfelf infenfibly rifing by
the power of it, they might come at laft to a&
upon a level : or, as Florus ftates the feveral views
of the Three , Cxefar wanted to acquire ; Craflus to
increafe; Pompey to preferve his dignity **. So
that Pompey in reality was but: the dupe of the
other two : whereas if he had united himfelf with
Cicero, and through him with the Senate; whi-
ther his own and his country’s intereft called him,
and where, from the different talents of the men,
there could have been no contralt of glory or
power; he muft have preferved through life,
what his utmolt ambition feemed to aim at, the
character not only of the firR, but of the beflt
citizen in Rome: but by his alliance with Cefar,
he lent his authority to the nurfing up a rival, who
gained upon him daily in credit, and grew too
ftrong for him at laft in power. The people’s dif-
affe@ion began to open his eyes, and make him
fenfible of his error; which he frankly awned to
Cicero, and feemed defirous of entering into mea-
fures with him to retrieve it . He faw himfelf on
the brink of a precipice, where to proceed was ruin-
ous, to retreat ignominious; the honelt were be-
come his enemies; and the fa@ious had never
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been his friends. But though it was eafy to fee
his miftake, it was difficult to find a remedy :
Cicero prefled the only one, which could be ef-
fectual, an immediate breach with Cefar; and ufed
all arguments to bring’ him to it; but Cafar was
more fuccefsful, and drew Pompey quite away from
him ™5 and having got poffeffion, entangled
him fo faft, that he could never difengage himfelf
till it was too late.

But to give a turn to the difpofition of the
people, or to draw their attention at lealt another
way , Cefar contrived to amufe the city with the
difcovery of a new confpiracy , to affaflinate Pom-
pey. Vettius who, in Catiline’s affair , had impeached
Czfar, and fmarted feverely for it, was now
inftructed how to make amends for that {tep,
by fwearing a plot upon the oppofite party ; par-
ticularly upon young Curio, the brifkelt oppofer

" of the Trinmvirate. For this purpofe, he mfinu-

ated himfelf into Curio’s acquaintance , and when
he was grown familiar, opened to him a refolu-
tion which he pretended to have taken, of kil
ling Pompey ; in expedation of drawing fome ap-
probation of it from him: but Curio carried the
ftory to his father, who gave immediate informa-
tion of it to Pompey; and fo the matter, being
made public, was brought before the Senate. This
was a difappointment to Vettius, who had laid his
mealures fo, * that he himfelf fhould have been
¢ feized in the Forum with a poniard; and his
* flaves taken alfo with poniards; and upon his
“ examination, was to have made the firlt difco-
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¢ very, if Curio had not prevented him. But
¢ being now examined before the Senate, he de-
“ nied at firft his having any fuch difcourfe with
¢ Curio; but prefently recanted, and offered to
¢ difcover what he knew, upon promife of par-
“ don, which was readily granted : he then told
them, that there was a plot formed by many
“ of the young Nobility, of which Curio was the
“ head: that Paullus was engaged in it from the
¢ firlt , with Brutus allo and Legtulus, the fon of
¢ the Flamen, with the privity of his father: that
*¢ Septimius, the fecretary of Bibulus, had brought
*“ him a dagger from Bibulus himfelf. ~ This was
“ thought ridiculous , that Vettius fhould not be
“ able to procure a dagger, unlefs the Conful had
“ given him one. — Young Curio was called in to
“ anfwer to Vettius’s information, who foon con-
“ founded him, and fhowed his narrative to be
“ inconfiltent and impoflible: for he had depofed,
“ that the young Nobles had agreed to attack
“ Pompey in the Forum, on the day when Ga-
“ binius gave his fhow of Gladiators, and that
¢ Paullus was to be the leader in the attack;
“ but it appeared, that Paullus was in Macedo-
“ nia at that very time. The Senate therefore
¢ ordered Vettius to be clapt into irons, and that
“if any man releafed him, he fhould be deemed
“ a public enemy. ”

Caflar, however, unwilling to let the matter
drop fo eafily, brought him out again the next
day, and produced him to the people in the Roftra;
and in that place, where Bibulus, though Conful,
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durft not venture to fhow himfelf, exhibited this
wretch , as his puppet , to utter whatever he (hould
think fit to infpire. Vettius impeached feveral here,
whom he had not named before in the Senate;
particularly Lucullus and Domitius; he did not
name Cicero, but faid , that a certain Senator of
great eloquence, and Confular rank , and a neigh-
bour of the Conful, had told him, that the times
wanted anether Brutus or Ahala. When he had done,
and was going down, being called back again and
whifpered by Vatinius, and then aflked aloud,
whether he could recolleét nothing more, he far-
ther declared, that Pifo, Cicero’s fon in law, and
M. I,.aterenﬁs were alfo privy to the defign***. But
it happened in this, as it commonly does in all
plots of the fame kind, that the too great eager-
nels of the managers deftroyed it’s effect: for, by
the extravagance to which it was pufhed, it con-
futed itfelf; and was entertained with fo general
a contempt by all orders, that Cafar was glad to
get rid of it, by Pcranghng or pmfonmg Vettius pri-
vately in prifon, and giving it out, that it was
done by the Confpirators **

The Senate had ftill one expedient in referve
for mortifying Cefar, by throwing fome contempti-
ble Province upon him at the expiration of his Con-
{ulfhip; as the care of the woods or the roads; or
what fhould give him at leaft no power to molelt
them **'. The diftribution of the Provinces was,
by ancient ufage and exprefs law, their undoubted
prerogative; which had never been invaded or at-
tempted by the people "*; fo that this piece of
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revenge, or rather felf-defence, feemed to be clearly
in their power: but Czfar, who valued no law
or cuftom, which did not ferve his purpofes , with-
out any regard to the Senate, applied himfelf to
his better friends, the people; and by his agent
Vatinius procured from them, by a new and ex-
traordinary law, the grant of Cifalpine Gaul, with
the addition of Illyricum, for the term of five years.
This was a cruel blow to the power of the Senate,
and a dire& infringement of the old conftitution;
as it transferred to the people a right, which they
had never exercifed, or pretended ‘to before *’.
It.convinced the Senate, however, that all oppofition
was vain; fo that when Cfar foon after declared
a defire to have the Tranfalpine Gaul added to his
other Provinces, they decreed it to him readily them-
{elves; to prevent his recurring a fecond time to the
people , and eftablifhing a precedent, fo fatal to their
authority **.

Clodius began now to threaten Cicero with all
the terrors of his Tribunate ; to which he was eled-
ed without any oppofition: and in proportion as
the danger approached, Cicero’s apprehenfions
were every day more and more alarmed. The
abfence of his friend Atticas, who was lately gone
to Epirus, was an additional mortification to him:
for Atticus having a great familiarity with all the
Clodian family , might have been of fervice, either
in difluading Clodius from any attempt, or in
filhing out of him at leaft what he really intended.
Cicero prefled him therefore in every letter to come
back again to Rome; “If you love me”, fayshe,
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as much as I am perfuaded you do, hold your-
felf ready to run hither; as foon as I call:
though I am doing, and will do every thing in
my power to fave you that trouble **’. — My
wilhes and my affairs require you: I fhall want
neither counfel, nor courage, nor forces, if I
fee you here at the time. I have reafon to be
fatisfied with Varro: Pompey talks divine-
ly ¥‘. —How much do I wifh, that you had
ftaid at Rome; as you furely would have done,
if you had imagined how things would happen:
we fhould eafily have managed Clodius, or
learnt at leaft for certain what he meant to do.
At prefent he flies about; raves; knows not
what he would be at ; threatens many; and
will take his meafures perbaps at laft from
chance. When he reflects, in what a general
odium the adminiftration of our affairs now i1s,
he feems difpofed to turn his attacks upon the
authors of it; but when he confiders their
power, and their armies, he falls again upon
me; and threatens me both with violence and
a trial—Many things may be tranfacted by our
friend Varro, which, when urged alfo by you,
would have the greater weight; many things
may be drawn from Clodius himfelf; many
difcovered, which cannot be concealed from
you; but it is abfurd to run into particulars,
when I want you for all things—the whole de-
pends on your coming before he enters into his
Magiftracy **’. Wherefore , if this finds you
afleep, awake yourfelf; if flanding fill, come
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* away; if coming, run; if running, fly: itis
incredible, what a ftrefs I lay on your counftl
and prudence; but above all, on your love and
“ fidelity , &c. ***, ”

Czfar’s whole aim in this affair was to fubdue
Cicero’s fpirit, and diftrefs him fo far, as to force
him to a dependence upon him: for which end,
while he was privately encouraging Clodius to pur-
fue him, he was propofing expedients to Cicero
for his fecurity: he offered to put him into the
commiflion, for diftributing the lands of Campania,
with which twenty of the principal Senators were
charged: but as it was an iavitation only into the
place of one deceafed, and not an original defig-
nation, Cicero did not think it for his dignity to
accept it ; nor cared on any account to bear a part
in an affair fo odious'””; he then offered, in the
moft obliging manner, to make him one of his
Licutenants in Gaul, and prefled it earneftly upon
him : which was both a fure and honorable way
of avoiding the danger, and what he might have
made ufe of fo far only, as it ferved his purpofe,
without embarrafling himfelf with the duty of it**;
yet Cicero, after fome hefitation, declined this
alfo. He was unwilling to owe the obligation of
his fafety to any man, and much more to Cafar;
being defirous, if poflible, to defend himfelf by
his own firength ; as he could eafily have done,
if the Triumvirate would not have acted againft
him. But this Riffnefs fo exafperated Cwfar, that
he refolved immediately to affift Clodius, with all
his power, ‘to opprefs him, and in excufe for it
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afterwards, ufed to throw the whole blame on Cicero
himfelf, for flighting fo obftinately all ihe friendly
offers which he made to him 'f'. Pompey all this
while, to prevent his throwing himfelf perhaps
into Cxfar’s hands, was giving him the ftrongelt
affurances, confirmed by oaths and vows, that
there was no danger, and that he would fooner
be killed himfelf, than fuffer him to be hurt; that
both Clodius and his brother Appius had folemn-
ly promifed to act nothing againft him, but to be
wholly at his difpofal; and if they did not keep
their word, that he would let all the world fee,
how much he preferred Cicero’s friendfhip to all
his other engagements. In Cicero’s account of this
to Atticus, Varro, fays he, gives me full fatis-
faction. Pompey loves me, and treats me with
great kindnefs. Do you believe him ? you'll fay,
Yes I do, He convinces me, that he is in earn-
eft.—Yet fince all men of affairs, in their hiftoris
cal reflections, and even Poets too in their verfes
admonifh us always to be upon our guard, nor
t0 believe too eafily; I comply with them in one
thing; to ufe all proper caution, as far as I am
able; but for the other, find it impoffible for me
not to believe him**

But whatever really paffed between Clodius
and Pompey; Cicero perceiving that Clodius
talked in a different ftrain to every body elfe,
and denounced nothing but war and ruin to him,
began to be very fufpicious of Pompey , and pre-
pared to defend himfelf by his genuine forces, the
Senatg and the Knights, with the honeflt of ali
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ranks, who were ready to fly to his affiftance;
from all parts of Italy *’. This was the fituation
of affairs, when Clodius entered upon the Tri
bunate; where his firft act was, to put the fame
affront on Bibulus, which had been offered be-
fore to Cicero, on laying down that office, by
not {uffering him to fpeak to the people, but only
to take the accuftomed oath.

Q. Metellus Celer, an excellent Citizen and
Patriot, who from his Confulfhip obtained the
government of Gaul, to which Czfar now fuc-
ceeded , died fuddenly this fummer at Rome, in
the vigor of his health and flower of his age, not
without -fufpicion of violence. His wife, the {ifs
ter of Clodius, alewd, intriguing woman, was
commouly thought to have poifoned him; as well
to revenge his oppofition to all the attempts of
her brother, as to gain the greater liberty of purs
fuing her own amours. Cicero does not feruple
to charge her with it in his fpeech for Cezlius,
where he gives a moving account of the death of
her hufband, whom he vifited in his laft moments;
when in broken, faultering accents he foretold the
ftorm, which was ready to break, both upon
Cicero and the Republic; and in the midft of his

agonies figoified it to be his only concern in dy- .

ing, that his friend and his countty fhould be de-
prived of his help at fo critical a conjunéure ***.
By Metellus’s death a place became vacant in
the college of Augurs: and though Cicero was fo
fhy of accepting any favor from the Triumvirate,

yet he feems inclined to have accepted this, if it

had

IL‘.&
ter
of
RO;
5 t
e,
do s
die
am |
beey
{0 t
We

1o

only
bis ¢
they
'1\ \,\
Ay
12
of |
Wh
tho;
he |
him
if b

cong
him
D.Ia‘,
Cay
to f;
{uﬂjc




T

well

M. T. "CECERO. 321

had been offered to him, as he intimaté§ in a let
ter to Atticus. Tell me, fays he, every tittle
of news that is Rlirring’; and fince Nepos is leaving
Rome, whois to have his brother’s Augaurate : it
1s the only thing with which they could tempt
me. Obferve my weaknefs! But what have I to
do with fuch things, to which I long to bid a-
dieu, and turn myfelf entirely to Philofophy ? I
am now in earneflt to do it; and wifh that I had
been fo from the beginning ***. But his inclination
to, the Augurate, at this time; was nothing elfe,
we fee, but a fudden ftart of an unweighed thought;
no fooner thrown out than retracted; and dropt
only to Atticus, to whom he ufed to open all
his thoughts with the fame freedom, with which
they offered themfelves to his own mind***: for
it is certain, that he might have had this ver
Augurate, if he had thought it worth alking for
nay , in a letter to Cato, who could not be ignorant
of the faét, he fays, that he had actually flighted it
which feems indeed to have been the cafe "7 : for
though he was within twenty miles of Rome, yet
he never ftirred from his retreat to folicit or offer
himfelf for it; which he muft neceffarily have done,
if he had any real defire to obtain it.

Cicero’s fortunes feemed now to be ina tottering:
condition : his enemies were gaining ground upou
him, and any addition of help from the new
Magiftrates might turn the fcale to his ruin,
Catulus ufed to tell him, that he had no caufe
to fear any thing; for that one good Conful was
fufficient to prote@ him ; and Rome had never
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known two bad ones in office together, except in
Cinna’s tyranny ***. But that day was now come;
and Rome faw in this year, what it had never
feen before in peaceful times fince it’s foundation,
two profligate men advanced to that high dignity.

Thefe were L. Calpurnius Pifo and A. Gabini-
us; the one, the father-in-law of Czfar; the other,
the creature of Pompey. Before their entrance into
office, Cicero had conceived great hopes of them,
and not without reafon: for, by the marriage of
his daughter, he was allied to Pifo; who conti-
nued to give him all the marks of his confidence,
and had employed him, in his late election, to
prefide over the votes of the leading Century;
and when he entered into his office, on the firft
of January, alked his opinion the third in the Se.
nate, or the next after Pompey and Craffus':
and he might flatter himfelf alfo probably, that,
on account of the influence which they were un-
der, they would not be very- forward to declare
themfelves againft him *’°. But he prefently found
himfelf deceived: for Clodius had already fecured
them to his meafures, by a private contract to

rocure for them, by a grant of the people, two
of the belt Governments of the Empire ; for Pifo,
Macedonia, with Greece and Theffaly; for Ga-
binius, Cilicia: and when this lalt was not thought
good enough, and Gabinius feemed to be difp]caf-
ed with his bargain, it was exchanged foon after
for Syria, with a power of making war upon the
Parthians . For this price they agreed to ferve
him in all his defigns, and particularly in the

th
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oppreflion of Cicero; who on that account, often
calls them, not Confuls, but brokers of Provinces,
and fellers of their Country *,

They were, both of them, equally corrupt in
their morals yet very different in their tempers.
Fifo had been accufed the year before by P. Clo-
dius, of plundering and oppreffing the allies: when
by throwing himlelf at the feet of his judges in
the molt abject manner, and in the midft of a vi-
olent rain, he is faid to have moved the compaf-
fion of the bench, who thought it punifhment
enough for a man of his birth, to be reduced to
the neceflity of proftrating himfelf fo miferably,
andrifing fo deformed and befmeared with dirt 7’ .
But in truth, it was Cefar’s authority that faved
him and reconciled him at the fame time to Clo-
dius. In his outward carriage, he affected the
mien and garb of a Philofopher; and his alpect
greatly contributed to give him the credit of that
character: he was fevere in his looks; {qualid in
his drefs; flow in his fpeech; morofe in his man.
ners; the very picture of antiquity, and a pattern
of the ancient Republic; ambitious to be thought
a Patriot, and a reviver of the old difcipline. But
this garb of rigid virtue covered a moft lewd and
vicious mind : he was furrounded always with
Greeks, to imprint a notion of his learning': bug
while others entertained them for the improve.
ment of their knowledge; he, for the gratification
of his lufts; as his cooks, his pimps, or his drunk-
en companions. In fhort, he was a dirty, fotti(h,
ftupid, Epicyrean; wallowing in all the low and
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filthy pleafures of life; till a falfe opinion of his
wifdom, the fplendor of his great family, and the
fmoaky images of anceftors whom he refembled
in nothing but his complexion, recommended him
to the Confulfhip; which expofed the genuine
temper and talents of the man*’*.

His Colleague Gabinius was no hypocrite but
a profefled rake from the beginning; gay, foppilh,
luxurious; always curled, and perfumed; and liv-
ing in a perpetual debauch of gaming. wine, and
women ; void of every principle of virtue, honor,
and probity ; and fo defperate in his fortunes
through the extravagance of his pleafures, that
he had no other refource, or hopes of fubfiftence,
but from the plunder of the Republic. In his
Tribunate, to pay his court to Pompey, he ex-
pofed to the mob the plan of Lucullus's boufe,
to fhow what an expenfive fabric one of the
greateft fubjects of Rome was building, as he
would intimate, out of the fpoils of the Treafury:
yet this vain man, oppreffed with debts, and
{carce able to fhow his head, found means, from
the perquifites of his Confulfhip, to build a much
more magnificent palace, than Lucullus himfelf
had done'”’. No wonder then, that two fuch
Confuls, ready to facrifice the Empire itfelf to
their lufts and pleafures, fhould barter away the
fafety and fortunes of a private Senator, whofe
virtue was a ftanding reproof to them, and whofe
very prefence gave fome check to the free in-
dulgence of their vices.

Clodius having gained the Confuls, made his
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next attempt upon the people, by obliging them
with feveral new laws, contrived chiefly for their
advantage, which he now promulgated. Firlt,
that corn fhould be diftributed gratis to the Citi-
zens. Secondly, that no Magifirates fhould take
the Aufpices, or obferve the heavens, when the
people were actually affembled on public bufinefs.
Thirdly, that the old Companies or Fraternities
of the City, which the Senate had abolifhed,
fhould be revived, and new ones infticuted. Fourth.
ly, to pleafe thofe alfo of higher rank, that the
Cenfors {hould not expel from the Senate, or inflik
any mark of infamy on any man, who was not
firlk openly accufed and convicted of fome crime
by their joint fentence”*. Thefe laws, though
generally agreeable, were highly unfeafonable;
tending to relax the public difcipline, at a time
when it wanted moft to be reinforced: Cicero took
them all to be levelled at himfelf, and contrived
to pave the way to his ruin; fo that he provided
his friend L. Ninnius, one of the Tribunes, to
put his negative upon them; efpecially on the law
of Fraternities; which, under color of incorpo-
rating thofe focieties,, gave Clodius an opportunity
of gathering an army , and inlifting into his fervice
all the fcum and dregs of the City 7. Dion Caf
fius fays, that Clodius fearing, left this oppofition
fhould retard the effect of his other projeéts, per-
{fuaded Cicero, in an amicable conference, to with-
draw his Tribune, and give no interruption to
his laws, upon a promife and condition, that he
would not make any attempt againlt him'"*: byt

X 3
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we find from Cicero’s account, that it was the
advice of his friends, which induced him to be
quiet againft his own judgment; becaufe the laws
themf{elves were popular, and did not perfonall
affe bim: though he blamed himfelf foon after-
wards for his indolence, and expoftulated with
Atticus for advifing him to it; when he felt to
his coft the advantage which Clodius had gained
by it*”’.

For the true defign of all thefe laws was, to
introduce only with better grace, the grand plot
of the play; the banifhment of Cicero: which
was now directly attempted by a fpecial law, im-
porting, that whoever had taken the life of a
Citizen uncondemned and without a trial , fhould
be prohibited from fire and water ™. Though
Cicero was not named, yet he was marked out
by the law: his crime was, the putting Catiline’s
accomplices to death; which though not done
by his fingle authority, but by a general vote
of the Senate, and after a folemn hearing and de-
bate, was alledged to be illegal, and contrary to
the liberties of the people. Cicero, finding him-
felf thus reduced to the condition of a criminal,
changed his habit upon it, as it was ufual in the
cafe of a public impeachment; and appeared about
the ftreets in a fordid or mourning gown, to ex-
cite the compaflion of his Citizens: whillt Clodius,
at the head of his mob, contrived to meet and
infult him at every turn; reproaching him for his
cowardice and dejection, and throwing dirt and
ftones at him ™", But Cicero foon gathered friends
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enough about him to fecure him from fuch in-
fults; “ the whole body of the Knights and the
“ young Nobility, to the number of twenty-thou-
« fand ***, with young Craffus at their head;
* who all changed their habit, and perpetually
% attended him about the City, to implore the
“ protection and affiftance of the people.”

The City was now in great agitation, and every
part of it engaged on one fide or the other. The
Senate met in the Temple of Concord ; while
Cicero’s friends affembled in the Capitol; whence
all the Knights and the young Nobles went in
their habit of mourning to throw themlelves at
the fect of the Confuls, and beg their interpofition
in Cicero’s favor. Pifo kept his houfe that day
on purpofe to avoid them ; but Gabinius received
them with intolerable rudenefs, though their peti-
tion was feconded by the entreaties and tears of
the whole Senate: he treated Cicero’s character
and Confulthip with the utmoft derifion, and
repulfed the whole company with threats and
infults for their fruitlefs pains to fupport a finking
caufe. This raifed great indignation in the allem.
bly ; where the Tribune Ninnius, inftead of being
difcouraged by the violence of the Conful, made
a motion, that the Senate alfo fhould change their
habit with thereft of the City; which was agreed to
inftantly by an unanimous vote. Gabinius, enraged
at this, flew out of the Senate into the Forum;
where he declared to the people from the Roltra,
“ that men were miftaken to imagine, that the
% Senate had any power in the Republic; that the

Y 4

"




328 THE OLIFE EX. OF

7

Knights fhould pay dear for that day’s work;
when, in Cicero’s Confulfhip, they kept guard
in the Capiol with their drawn fwords: and
that the hour was now come, when thofe,
who lived at that time in fear, fhould revenge
themfelves on their enemies: and to confirm the
truth of what he faid, he banifhed L, Lamia,
a Roman Knight, two hundred miles from the
City, for his diftinguifhed zeal and adtivity in
Cicero’s fervice ***;” an ac of power, which no
Conful before him had ever prefumed to exert on
any Citizen; which was followed prefently “by
“ an edic from both the Confuls; forbidding the
“ Senate to put their late vote in execution, and
“ enjoining them to refume their ordinary drefs ***.
“ And where is there,” fays Cicero, “in all
“ hiftory, a more illuftrious teftimony to the honor
“ of any man, than, that all the honeft by private
* Inclination, and the Senate by a public decree,
“ fhould change their habit for the fake of 2 fingle
# Citizen 2 "', 7

But the refolution of changing his gown was
too hafty and inconfiderate, and helped to preci-
pitate his ruin. He was not named in the law,
nor perfonally affected by it: the terms of it were
general and fecmingiy juft, reached only to thofe,
who had taken the life of a Citizen illegally.
Whether this was his cafe, or not, was not yet
the point in iffue, but to be the fubje@ of another
trial: fo that by making himfelf a criminal before
his time, he fhortened the trouble of his enemies,
dilcouraged his friends, and made his cafe more
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defperate than he needed to have done: whereas,
if he had taken the part of commending or {light-
ing the law, as being wholly unconcerned in it;
and when he came to be actually attacked by a
fecond law, and brought to a trial upon it, had
ftood refolutely upon his defence, he might have
baffled the malice of his profecutors. He was fenfi-
ble of his error, ~when it was too late ; and oft
reproaches Atticus, that being a flander by, and
le[s heated in the game than himfelf, he would
fuffer him to make fuch blunders ***,

As the other Conful, Pifo, had not yet expli-
citely declared himfelf, fo Cicero, accompanied
by his fon-in-law, who was his near kinfman,
took occafion to make him a''vifit, in hopes to
move him to efpoufe his caufe, and fupport the
authority of the Senate. They went to him about
eleven in the morning, and found him, as Cicero
afterwards told the Senate, “ coming out from 2
“ little,, dirty hovel frefh from the laft night’s
** debauch, with his flippers on, his head muffled,
“ and his breath fo firong of wine, that they
could hardly bear the fcent of it: he excufed
his drefs, and fmell of wine, on the account
of his ill health; for which he was obliged, ” he
faid, ““to take fome vinous medicines; but he
 kept them ftanding all the while in that filthy
“ place, till they had finifhed their bufinefs.” Ag
“ foon as Cicero entered into the affair, he frankly
““ told them, that Gabinius was fo miferably poor,
“ as not to be able to fhow his head ; and muft.
“ be utterly ruined, if he could not procure fome
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“ rich province; that he had hopes of one from
“ Clodius, but defpaired of any thing from the
¢ Senate; that for his own part, it was his bufi-
“ nefs to humor him on this occafion, as Cicero
* had humored his Colleague in his Confulfhip,
“ and that there was no reafon to implore the
 help of the Confuls, fince it was every man’s
¢ duty to look to himfelf**”:” which was all that
they could get from him.

Clodius, zll the while, was not idle, but pufhed
on his law with great vigor; and calling the people
into the Flaminian Circus, fummoned thither alfo
the young Nobles and the Knights, who were fo
bufy in Cicero’s caufe, to give an account of their
conduct ‘to that affembly: but as foon as they
appeared , he ordered his flaves and mercenaries
to fall upon them with drawn {words, and vollies
of ftones, in fo rude a manner, that Hortenfius
was almoft killed, and Vibienus, another Senator,
fo defperately hurt, that he died foon after of his
wounds "**. Here he produced the two Confuls, to
deliver their fentiments to the people on the merit
of Cicero’s Confulfhip ; when Gabinius declared
with great gravity that he utterly condemned the
putting Citizens to death without a trial: Pifo
only faid, that he had always been on the merci-
ful fide, and had a great averfion to cruelty **.
The reafon of holding this affembly in the Flami-
nian Circus, without the gates of Rome, was to
give Czflar an opportunity of affifting at it, who,
being now mvefted with a military command,
could not appear within the walls. Cxfar therefore
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being called upon, after the Confuls, to deliver
his mind on the fame queftion, declared, * that
*“ the proceedings againft Lentulus and the reft
were 1rregular and illegal; but that he could
not approve the defign of punifhing any body
“ for them: that all the world knew his fenfe of
¢ the matter, and that he had given his vote
“ agamft taking away their lives; yet he did not
* think it right to propound a law at this time,
 about things that were {o long paft"*".” This
anfwer was artful, and agreeable to the part which
he was then acting; for while it confirmed the
foundation of Clodius’s law, it carried a fhow of
moderation towards Cicero; or, as an ingenious
writer expreffes it, left appearances only to the
one, but did real fervice to the other™’.

In this fame affembly, Clodius got a new law
likewife enacted, that made a great alteration in
the conftitution of the Republic; wiz. the repeal
of the Elian and Fufian laws: by which the
people were left at liberty to tranfact all public
bufinefs, even on the days called Fafti, without
being liable to be obftructed by the Magiftrates
on any pretence whatfoever **. The two laws,
now repealed, had been in force about a hundred
years ”*; and made it unlawful to act any thing
with the people, while the Augurs or Confuls
were obferving the heavens and taking the aufpices.
This wife conftitution was the main fupport of
the ariftocratical intereft, and a perpetual curb to
the petulance of factious Tribunes, whofe chief
opportunity of doing mifchief lay in their power
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of obtruding dangerous laws upon the City, by
their credit with the populace. “ Cicero therefore
¢ frequently laments the lofs of thefe two laws,
‘ as fatal to the Republic;” he calls them * the
moft facred and falutary laws of the State; the
fences of their civil peace and quiet; the very
“ walls and bulwarks of the Republic; which had
“ held out againft the fiercenels of the Gracchi;
the audacioufnels of Saturninus; the mobs of
Drufus; the bloodfhed of Cinna; the arms of
“ Sylla "**,” to be abolifhed at laft by the violence
of this worthlefs Tribune.

Pompey, who had hitherto been giving Cicero
the firongeft affurances of his friendfhip, and been
frequent and open in his vifits to him, began now,
as the plot ripened towards a crifis, to grow cool
and referved; while the Clodian fadion, fearing
let he might be induced at laft to prote& him,
were employing all their arts “ to infufe jealoufies
¢ and fufpicions into him of a defign againft him
“ from Cicero. They pofted fome of their confi-
‘ dents at Cicero’s houfe, to watch his coming
thither, and to admonifh him by whifpers and
billets put into his hands, to be cautious of
venturing himfelf there, and to take better care
of his life; which was inculcated to him like-
wife fo ftrongly at home by perpetual letters
and meflages from pretended friends, that he
¢ thought fit to withdraw himfelf from the City,
“ to his houfe on the Alban hill **.” It cannot
be imagined , that he could entertain any real
apprehenfion of Cicero; both Cicero’s character
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and his own make that incredible : but if he
had conceived any, it was mnot, as Cicero fays,
againflt him, but againft the common enemies of
them both, left they might poflibly attempt fome-
what in Cicero’s name; and, by the opportunity
of charging it upon Cicero, hope to get rid of
them both at the fame time. But the moft probable
conjecture is, that being obliged, by his engage-
ments with Czlar, to defert Cicero, and fuffer
him to be driven out of the City, he was willing
to humor thele infinuations, as giving the molt
plaufible pretext of excufing his perfidy.

But Cicero had ftill with him not only all the
belt, but much the greateft part of the City;
determined to run all hazards, and expofe their
lives for his fafety "**; and was more than a match
for all the ftrength of Clodius and the Gonfuls, if
the Triumvirate only would ftand neuter. Before
things came therefore to extremity, he thought it
advifable to prefs Pompey in fuch a manner, as
to know for certain, what he had to expect from
him: fome of his chief friends undertook this
talk ; Lucullus, Torquatus, Lentulus, &c. who,
with a numerous attendance of Citizens, went to
find him at his Alban Villa, and to intercede
with him, not to defert the fortunes of his old
friend. He received them civilly , though coldly;
referring them wholly to the Confuls; and declar-
ing “that he, being only a private man, could
« not pretend to take the ficld againft an armed
“ Tribune, without a public authority; but if
¢ the Confuls, by a decree of the Senate, would
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enter into the affair, he would prefently arm
“ himfelf in their defence **’.” With this anfwer
they addreffed themfelves again to the Confuls:
but with no better fuccefs than before: Gabinius
treated them rudely; but Pifo calmly told them,
that he was not fo ftout a Conful, as Torquatus
and Cicero had been; that there was no need of
arms, or fighting; that Cicero might fave the
Republic a fecond time, if he pleafed, by with-
drawing himlelf; for if he flaid, it would coft
an infinite quantity of civil blood; and in fhort,
that neither he, nor his colleague, nor his fon-
in-law , Celar, would relinquifh the party of the
Tribune ™°,

After this repulfe , Cicero refolved to make
his lalt effort on Pompey , by throwing himfelf in
perfon at his feet. Plutarch tells us, that Pompey
flipt out a back door, and would not fee him : but
it 1s certain from Cicero’s account, that he was
admitted to an audience; “ and when he began
 to prefs, and even fupplicate him, in a manner
“ the moft affeting , that Pompey flatly refufed
« to help him; alledging in excufe to himfelf,
¢ the neceflity, which he was under, of ading
« nothing againft the will of Cafar ***.” This
experiment convinced Cicero that he had a much
greater power to contend with, than what had
yet appeared in fight: he called therefore a coun-
cil of his friends, with-intent to take his final
refolution, agreeably to their advice. The quef
tion was, Whether it was beft to ftay , and defend
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himfelf by force; or to fave the effufion of blood,
by retreating, till the ftorm fhould blow over:
Lucullus advifed the firft; but Cato, and above
all Hortenfins, warmly urged the laft, which con=
curring alfo with Atticus’s advice, as well as the
fears and entreaties of all his own family, made
bhim refolve to quit the field to his enemies, and
fubmit to a voluantary exile **°.

A little before his retreat he took a fmall ftatue
of Minerva, which had long been reverenced in
his family , as a kind of Tutelar Deity , and carrying
it to the Capitol, placed it in the Temple of
Jupiter under the title of Minerva, the guardian
of the City ***. His view might poflibly be to
fignify , that after he had done all, which hu-
man prudence could contrive, for the defence of
the Republic, he was now forced to give it up
to the protection of the Gods ; fince nothing lefs
than the interpofition of fome Deity could pre-
ferve it from ruin; or rather, as he himfelf
feems to intimate , in the uncertain iffue of his
flight, and the plunder of his goods, which was
likely to enfue, he had a mind to preferve this
facred image, in the moft confpicuous part of the
City , as a monument of his fervices , which
would naturally excite an affectionate remem-
brance of him in the people , by letting them
fee, that his heart was fill there, where he had
depofited his Gods. After this aé& he withdrew
himfelf in the night, efcorted by a numerous
guard of friends, who , after a day’s journey or
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two, left him , with great expreffions of tender.
nefs , to purfue his way towards Sicily ; which
he propofed for the place of his refidence, and
‘where , for his eminent fervices to the ifland,
he affured himfelf of a kind reception and- fafe
Tetreat,
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THE wietched alternative to /which 'Cicero A, Urh. 69s.
‘was reduced, of lofing either his.country or his Cic. 49.
life, is fufficient to confute all the cavils of thofe, Coll.

d 2 . 3 saby L. CALPURS
who , from a hint or two in his writings , ob- " ~

. , N1us P1so,

fcurely thrown out, and not well underficod , aré 4 ¢,

fo forward to charge him with the fevity of yus,

temporizing , or felling himfelf for ‘any’ bribe,

which could feed his vanity : for nothingis more

evident, than that he mig ¢ not only have avoid:

ed this ftorm, but obtained whatever honors he

pleafed , by entering into the meafures of the T'ris

umvirate, aod lending his authority to the fupport

of their power; and that the ooly thing which

provoked Czfar to bring this calamity upon' him

was, to fee all his offers flighted, and his friendfhip

utterly rejected by him *.° “This™ he exprefsly

declares to the Senate, who were confcious of the

truth of it; * That Cefar had tried all means to

“ induce him to take part io the a@s of his Con-

“ fulhip ; had offered "him Commiffions and

“ [jeutenancies of what kind, and with what

“ privileges he fhould deﬁre; to make him even

“ a fourth in the alliance of the Three, and tg

“ hold him in the fame rank of friendfhip with

“ Pompey himfelf. — All which I refufed’,” fays

he, ‘“not out of flight to Caefar_,ubut"cd_n{’cancy

“ to my principles; and becaufe I thought the
v Yot L Z
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‘“ acceptance of them unbecoming the charadter,

“ which I fuftained; how wilely, 1 will not dif-
pute; but I am fure, that it was firmly and
bravely ; when inftead of baffling the malice
of my enemies, as I could eafily have done
by that help, 1 chofe to fuffer any violence,
rather than defert your intereft, and defcend
from my own rank *.”

Cefar, continued at Rome, till he faw Cicero
driven ont of it; but had no fooner laid down
his Confulfhip , than he began to be attacked and
affronted himfelf , by two of the new Pretors,
L. Domitins:.and C. Memmius ; who called in
queftion the validity of his acts, and made feveral
efforts in the Senate to get them annulled by public
authority, , But, the Senate . had no f{tomach to
meddle with, an affair fo delicate: fo that the
whole ended in fome fruitlefs debates and alter-
cations ;. and.:Caefar, to prevent all attempts of
that kind in his abfence , took care always, by
force of bribes, to fecure the leading Magifirates
to his interefts; and fo went off to his province
of Gaul ., But as this unexpected oppofition
gave, fome little ruffle to the Trivmvirate, fo it

[11

ferved them as an additional excule for their .

behaviour towards Cicero;: alledging , that their
own dangers \:verc nearer to them, than other
people’s ; and-that they were obliged for their
own fecuuty, not to arritate fo popular a Tribune
as Clodiys "

As foon as it was known that Cicero was
gone , Clodius filled the Forum with his band of
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flaves and incendiaries, and publifhed a fecond
law, to the Roman People, ‘as he cllled! them';
though there was not one honeft Citizen, or man
of credit: amorig ithem *.  The law ; as we ‘may
gather from the {cattered palfages of it; was cood
ceived in the following. terms. -
¢ Whereas IVI. T.Cicero has put Roman Citizens
to death unheard-and uncondemned ; and for that
end forged the authority 'and decree of the Senate:
may 1t pleafe-you to-ordain, that he be interdied
from fire and water: that no body prefume to-hars
bour or receive him on painiof ‘death : and-that
whoever | (hall move, {peakyoviote; or take any
ftep 'towards recalling him, he fhould be treated as
a public enemy:; unlefs thofe' fhould firft be recalled
to life , whom Cicero unlawfully puti to death .7
Thelaw ' was drawn by Sext. Clodius, the! kinfs
man and prime. minifter of the Tribune; though
Vatinjus alfo; laid fome claim to it} and ivasche
ooly one of Senatorian  rank -who! openly« ap-
proved it ", Ic was effentidlly=null and invalid
both for the matter and the form : for in the firlk
place, 1t was -not properly a law but.what they
called a privilege; oran act, to inflictipenalties on
a particular Ciuzen by name, without any: previous
trial; which was exprefsly prohibited by ‘the moft
facred and: funddmental conflicutions: of the Repus
blic*. Secondly ; the terms of it were fo ablurd,
that they anaulled  themfelves; for it enaced; not
that Cicero' may or fhould ‘be, but that he be
interdiéted ;. which wasimpoffible ;- fince no power
on earth ; fays Cicero, c¢an make a thing to be
Z 2
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done ; before it be done’. Thirdly, the penal
claufe being grounded on a fuggeltion notorioufly
falfe,, that Cicero had forged ‘the decrees of the
Senate ; it could not poflibly ftand, for want of a
foundation '*. Laftly, though it provided that no
body fhould harbour him, yet it had not ordered
him to be expelled, or enjoined him to quit the
City **. " It was the cultom, lin-all laws made by
the Tribes, to infert the name of the Tribe, which
twas firlt called to votes and of the man, who firlt
voted in it for the law; that he might be tranf-
mitted down with the law itfelf, as the principal
efpoufer and promoter of it **. . This honor was
given to one Sedulius, a mean, oblcure fellow,
without any fettled habitation, who yet afterwards
declared, that he ‘was not in Rome at the time,
and knew nothing at all of the matter: which
gave Cicero occafion to obferve, when he was
reproaching Clodius with this act, that Sedulius
might eafily be the firft voter, who for want of a
lodging, ufed to fie all night in the Forum; butit
was firange , that when he was driven to the neceflity
of forging a leader, he (hould not be able to find a
more teputable one .

With: this law againft Cicero, there was another
publifhed at the fame time, which according to
the ftipulation already mentioned, was to be the
pay and price for it: to grantto the two Confuls
the provinces above fpecified, with a provifion
of whatever troops and money they thought fit ™.
Both the laws paffed without oppofition; and
Clodius loft no time in putting the firft of them in
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execution; but fell to work immediately in plun-
dering, burning and demolifhing Cicero’s houfes,
both in the City and the country. The beft part
of his goods was divided between the two Confuls;
the marble columns of his Palatine houfe were car-
ried publicly to Pifo’s father-in-law; and the rich
furniture of his Tufculan Villa to his neighbour
Gabinius; who removed even the trees of his plan-
tations into his own grounds *: and to make the
lofs of his houfe in Rome irretrievable, Clodius
confecrated the Area, on which it ftood, to the
perpetual fervice of religion, and built a temple
upon it to the Goddefs Liberty *.

While Cicero’s houfe was in flames, the two
Confuls , with all their feditious crew round
them, were publicly fealting and congratulating
cach other for their vitory, and for having re-
venged the death of ‘their old friends on the head
of Cicero: where, in the gaiety of their hearts,
Gabinius openly bragged, that he had always been
the favorite of Catiline ; and Pifo, that he was coufin

to Cethegus . Clodius in the mean while, not
: &

content with exerting his vengeance ounly on Ci-
cero’s houfes, purfued his wife and children with
the fame fury: and made feveral attempts to get
young Cicero, the fon, into his hands, then about
fix yearsold , with an intént to kill him"*: but the
child was carefully guarded by the friends of the
family and removed from the reach of his malice.
Terentia had taken fancuary io the temple of Vefta,
but was dragged out of it forcibly, by his orders,
to the public Office or Tribunal, where he was
Z3
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fitting , to be examined, about the concealment of
her hufband’s effects : but being a woman of {ingular
fpirit and refolution, fhe bore all his infults with
a mafculine courage *’

But while Clodius feemed to aim at nothing
in this affair, but the gratification of his revenge,
he was carrying on a private interelt at the fame
time , which he had much at heart. The houfe,
i which he himfelf lived, was contiguous to a
part  of Cicero’s ground ; which, being now
laid open, made that fide of the Palatine hill the
moft airy and defirable fituation in Rome: his
intention therefore was, by the purchafe of an-
other houfe which flood next to him , to make the
whole Area his own, with the benefit of the fine
Portico and Temple annexed: fo that he bad no
fooner demolifhed Cicero’s houfe , than he began
to treat with the owner of the next, Q. Seius
Pofltumus , 2 Roman Knight , who abfolutely refufed
to fell 1t , and declared, that Clodius, of all men,
fhould never have it, while he lived; Clodius
threatened to obftruéthis windows ; but finding that
neither his threats, nor offers availed any thing,
he contrived, to get the Knight poifoned; and fo
bought the houfe, after his death, at the fale of his
effects , by outbidding all who offered for it. His
next ftep was, to fecure the remaining part of
Cicero’s area, which was not included in the con-
fecration, and was now alfo expofed by his direc-
tion to a public auction; but as it was not ealy
to find any Citizen who would bid for it; and he
did not care to buy 1t in his own name, he was
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forced to provide an obfcure needy fellow, called
Scato , to purchafe it for him, and by that means
became mafter of the molft fpacious habitation in
all the City ** :

This defolation of Cicero’s fortunes at home,
and the mifery, which he fuffered abroad, in
being deprived of every thing that was dear to
him, foon made him repent of the refolution of
his flight ; which he afcribes to the envy and
treachery of his counfellors, who taking the ad-
vantage of his fears, and the perplexity, which
he was under, pufhed him to an a& both ruinous
and inglorious, This he chiefly charges on Hor-
tenfivs: and though he forbears to name bim to
Atticus, on account of the ftri¢t friendfhip be-
tween them, yet he accufes him very freely to
his brother Quintus, of coming every day infidi-
oufly to his houfe, and with the greateft profeflions
of zeal and affetion, perpetually infinuating to his
hopes and fears, that by giving way to the pre-
fent rage, he could not fail of being recalled with
glory in three days time ™. Hortenfius was par-
ticularly intimate at this time with Pompey; and
might poflibly be employed to urge Cicero to
this ftep, in order to fave Pompey the difgrace
of being forced to adt againft him with a high
hand. But let that be as it will, it was Pom-
pey’s conduét, which fhocked QEcero the moft:
not for it’s being contrary to his oaths , which
the ambitious can eafily difpenfe with, but to
his intereft , which they never negle&, but through
weaknefs. The confideration of what was ufeful

Z 4
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to Pompey , made him depend on his affiftance **;
he could have guarded againft his treachery, but
could not fufpect him of the folly, of giving
himfelf entirely up to Cxfar, who was the prin-
cipal mover and director of the whole affair,

In this ruffled and querulous ftate of his mind,
ftung with the recolle@ion of his own miftakes,
and the perfidy of his friends, he frequently la-
ments, that he had not tried the fate of arms,
and refolved either to conquer bravely, or fall ho-
norably : which he dwells fo much upon in his
letters, as to feem perfuaded, that it would have
been his wifelt courfe. But this is a problem , not
caly to be folved: it is certain, that his enemies
were ufing all arts, to urge him to the refolution
of retreating; as if they apprehended the con-
fequences of his ftay; and that the real aim of the
Triumvirate was, not to deftroy, but to humble
him: yet it is no lefs certain, that all refiftance
muft have been vain, if they had found it necef-
fary to exert their ftrength againft him; and
that they had already proceeded tao far, to fuffer
him to remain in the City , in defiance of them:
and if their power had been actually employed
to drive him away, his return muft have been
the more defperate, and they the mote interefted
to keep him out; fo that it feems to have been
his moft prudent part, and the moft agreeable to
his character, to yield, as he did, to the neceflity
of the times.

But we have a full account of the motives of
his retreat, in the {peeches, which he made after
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his return, both to the Senate and the people.
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When I faw the Senate”, fays he , “deprived of
its leaders ; mylfelf partly pufhed, and partly
betrayed by the Magiltrates, the flaves en-
rolled by name, under the color of Frater-
nities; the remains of Catiline’s forces brought
again into the field , under their old Chiefs;
the Knights terrified with Profcriptions; the
Corporate Towns with military execution ;
and all with death and deftrucion; 1 could
fuill have defended myfelf by arms; and was
advifed to it by many brave friends, nor did
I want that fame courage, which you had all
feen me exert on other occafions; but when
1 faw, at the fame time, that, ifI conquered
my prefent enemy, there were many more
behind, whom 1 had ftill to conquer; that
if I happened to be conquered, many honeft
men would fall both with me and after me;
that there were people enough ready to re-
venge the Tribune’s blood, while the punifh-
ment of mine would be left to the forms of a trial
and to pofterity ; I refolved not to employ force
in defending my private fafety, after I had de-
fended that of the public without it: and was
willing, that honelt men fhould rather lament
the ruin of my fortunes, than make their-own
defperate by adhering to me: and if after all
I had fallen alone, that would have been
difhonorable to myfelf: if amidft the flaughter
of my Citizens, fatal to the Republic .

In another fpeech; * If in fo good a caufe,”
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fays he, “ fupported with fuch zeal by the Se.
“ nate; by the concurrence of all honeft men;
*“ by the ready help of all Italy; T had given
“ way to the rage of a defpicable Tribune, or
“ feared the levity of two contemptible Con-
*fuls, I muft own myfelf to have been a cow-
“ ard , without heart or head — but there were
other things which moved me. That fury
“ Clodius was  perpetually proclaiming in his
¢ harangues, that what he did againft me, was
* done by the aunthority of Pompey, Cmﬂ'us
“and Cefar—cthat thefe Three were his coun-
¢ fellors in the cabinet, his leaders in the field;
““ one of whom had an army already in Italy, and
* the other Two could raife one whenever they
“ pleafed————What then? Was it my part to
¢ ‘regard the vain brags of an enemy , fallly
¢ thrown out: againft thofe eminent men ? No;
¢ it was not his talking , but their filence, which
““ fhocked me; and, though they had other
“ reafons for holding their tongues, yet to one
“ in my circumftances, their faying nothing was
¢ a declaration; their filence a confellion: they
“ had cavfe indeed to be alarmed on theirr own
“ account, left their a&s of the year before
“ fhould be annulled by the Praxtors and the
 Senate———many people alfo were inftilling
¢ jealoufies of me into Pompey, and perpetu-
“ ally admonifhing him to beware of me———
“ and as for Cefar, whom fome imagined to be
angry with me, he was at the gates of the
“ City with an army; the command of which

. .¢
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he had given t0 Appius, my enemy’s bro-
ther—When 1 faw all this, which was open
and manifelt to every body; what could I
do? —— When Clodius declared in a public
fpeech, that I muft either conquer twice, or
perith —fo that neither my victory, nor my
fall would have reftored the peace of the Re-
public **. 7

Clodius, having fatiated his revenge upon
Cicero, propofed another law, not lefs violent
and unjuft, againft Ptolemy , King of Cyprus; to
deprive him of his kingdom, and reduce it to a
Roman province, and confifcate his whole eftate.
This Prince was brother to the King of Egypt,
and reigning by the fame right of hereditary fuc-
ceflion; in full peace and amity with Rome; ac-
cufed of no pracices, nor fufpected of any defigns
againft the Republic; whofe only crime was to
be rich and covetous; fo that the law was an
unparallelled act of injuftice , and what Cicero, in
a public fpeech, did not feruple to call a mere
robbery *.  But Clodius had an old grudge to
the King, for refufing to ranfom him, when he
was taken by the Pirates; and fending him only
the contemptible fum of two talents **: and
what, fays Cicero, muft other Kings think of their
fecurity , to fee their crowns and fortunes at the
difpofal of a Tribune, and fix hundred mercena-
ries 7 ? The law pafled, however, without any
oppoflition; and to fan&ify it, as it were , and
give it the better face and color of juftice, Cato
was charged with the execution of it: which gave
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Clodius a double pleafure, by impofing fo fhame-
ful a tafk upon the gravelt man in Rome. It
was a part likewife of the fame law, as well as
of Cato’s commiffion, to reftore certain exiles of
Byzantium, whom their city had driven out for
crimes againft the public peace **. The engag-
ing Cato in fuch dirty work was a mafter-piece,
and ferved many purpofes of great ufe to Clo-
dius: firft, to get rid of a troublefome adverfary
for the remainder of his magiftracy: fecondly, to
fix a blot on Cato himfelf, and (how , that the moft
rigid pretenders to virtue might be caught by a
proper bait: thirdly, to ftop his mouth for the
future, as he openly bragged, from clamoring
againft extraordinary commiffions: fourthly, to
oblige him, above all, to acknowledge the Validity
of his acts, by his fubmitting to bear a part in
them **. The Tribune had the fatisfadion to
fee Cato taken in his trap ; and received a congra-
tulatory letter upon it from Cwmfar, addrefled to
him in the familiar fiyle, of Czfar to Clodius;
which he read publicly to the people, as a proof of
the fingular intimacy between them **. King Pto-
lemy, in the mean while, as foon as he heard of the
law , and of Cato’s approach towards Cyprus, put
an end to his life by poifon, unable to bear the
difgrace, of lofing at once both his crown and his
wealth. Cato executed his commiffion with great
fidelity ; and returned the year following , in a kind
of triumph to Rome, with all the King’s effects
reduced into money, amounting to about a million

and a half ferling ; which he delivered with great
Pomp into the public treafury **.
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This proceeding was feverely condemned by
Cicero ; though he touches it in his public
fpeeches with fome tendernefs for the fake of
Cato; whom he labors to clear from any fhare of
the iniquity : “The Commiflion, ” fays he , *“ was
* contrived , not to adorn, but to banifh Cato;
not offered , but impofed upon him. — Why
did he then obey it ? Juft as he has fworn to
obey other laws which he knew to be unjuft,
that he might not expofe himfelf to the fury
of his enemies, and without doing any good,
deprive the Republic of fuch 'a Citizen. — If
*“ heé had not fubmitted to the law, he could not
“ have hindered it , the ftamn of 1t would ftill
have ftuck upon the Republic, and he himfelf
fuffered violence for reje@ing it ; fince it
would have been a precedent for invalidating
all the other acts of that year: he confidered
therefore , that fince the fcandal of it' could
not be avoided , he was the perfon the belt
“ qualified to draw good out of evil, and to
“ ferve his country well , though in a bad
caufe **. 7 But howfoever this may color , it
cannot juftify Cato’s condué@ ; who valued himfelf
highly upon his Cyprian tranfactions ; and for
the fake of that commiffion was drawn in, as
Clodius expected , to fupport the authority, from
which it flowed , and to maintain the legality of
Clodius’s Tribunate in fome warm debates even
with Cicero himfelf .

Among the other laws made by Clodius,
there was one likewife, to give relief to the private
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members of Corporate Towns , againlt the public
injuries of their communities. The purpofe of
it was fpecious ; but the real defign, to f(kreen a
creature of his own , one Merula, of Anagnia,,
who had been puniflied or driven from the City
for fome notorious villanies, and who, in return
for this fervice , ere@ed a flatue to his patron,
on part of the area of Cicero’s houfe, and infcribed
it to Clodius , the author of fo excellent a law.
But as Cicero told him afterwards in one of his
fpeeches , the place itfelf where the ftatue ftood,
the fcene of fo memorable an injury , confuted
both: ithe excellency of the law and the in-
feription **.

But it is time for us to look after Cicero in his
flight, who left Rome about the end of March;
for onthe cighth of April we find him at Vibo, a
town in the molt fouthern part of Italy ; where
he fpent feveral days with a friend , named Sica:
here he received the copy of the law made againft
him ; which after fome alteration and correction
fixed the limits of his exile to the diftance of four
hundred miles from Italy *’. His thoughts had
hitherto 'been wholly bent on Sicily ; but when
he was arrived within fight of it the Prator
C. Virgilius fent him word , that he muft not
{et his foot in it. - This was a cruel fhock to him;
and the firlt tafte of the mifery of difgrace; that
an old friend , who had been highly obliged to
him ** , of the fame party and principles , fhould
refufe him- fhelter in a calamity , which he bad
drawa upon himfelf by his fervices to the Republic;
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fpeaking of it afterwards,, when it was not his
bufiefs to treat it feverely, © See,” fays he,  the
“ horror of thefe times; when all Sicily was
“ coming out to meet me , the Pretor who had
« often felt the rage of the fame Tribune, and
“ in the fame caufe , would not fuffer me to
% come into the ifland. What fhall I fay ? That
“ Virgilius , fuch a Citizen, and fuch a man,
had loft all benevolence , all remembrance of
our common fufferings , all his pity , humanity
and faith towards me ? No fuch thing : he
“ was afraid, how he fhould fingly fuftain the
“ weight of that ftorm , which had overpowered
“ our joint forces *.”

This unexpected repulfe from Sicily obliged
him to change his route , and turn back again
towards Brundifium , in order to pafs into Greece:
be left Vibo therefore, that he might not expofe
his Hoft Sica to .any danger , for entertaining
him ; expedcting to find no quiet, till he could
remove himfelf beyond the bounds, preferibed
by the law. But in this he found himfelf miftaken;
for all the Towns on hisroad received him with the
molt public marks of refpect : inviting him to take
up his quarters with them ; and guarding him;
as he pafled through their territories , with all
imaginable honor and fafety to his perfon. He
avoided however as much as poflible all public
places ; and when he came to Brundifium, would
not enter into the City though it expreffed the
warmeft zeal for his fervice , and offered torun all
hazards in his defence *°. :

-
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In this interval , be was prefling Atticus in
every letter, and in the moft moving terms, to
come to him ; and when he removed from Vibo,
gave him daily intelligence of all his ftages,
that he might know ftill where to find him;
taking it for granted , that he would not fail to
follow him **.  But Atticus feems to have given
him po anfwer on this head , nor to have had
any thoughts of ftirring from Rome : he was
perfuaded perhaps , that his company abroad
could be of no other ufe to him, than to give
fome little relief to his prefent chagrin ; whereas
his continuance in the City might be of the greateft;
not ouly in relieving, but in removing his calamity,
and procuring his reftoration: or we may imagine,
what his character feems to fuggelt, that though
he had a greater love for Cicero , than for any
man, yet 1t was always with an exception, of not
involving himfelf in the difirefs of his friend, or
difturbing the tranquillity of his life by taking
any fhare of another’s mifery ; and that he was
following only the dictates of his temper and
priociples , in fparing himfelf a trouble , which
would have made him {fuffer more , than his
Philofophy could eafily bear. But whatever was
the caufe, it gave a frefh mortification to Cicero;
who, in a letter upon it fays, I made no doubt,
but that I fhould fee you ac Tarentum or Brun-
difium : it would have been convenient for many
reafons ; and above all , for my defign of fpending
fome time with you in Epirus, and regulating all
my meafures by your advice : but fince it has
not
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not happened , as I wifhed , I fhall add this alfo,
to the great number of many other affli®ions*
He was now lodged in the Villa of M, i.’ll’l[].lb
Flaccus , not far from the walls of Brundifium ;
where hc arrived on the feventeenth of April, and
on the lalt of the fame Month embarked for
Dyrrhachium, In his account of himfelf to his
wife, L {pent thirteen days, fays he, with Flaccus,
who for my fake flighted the rifk of his forrunes
and life; nor was deterred by the penalty of the
law from performing towards me all the rights of
friend(hip and hofpitality : I wifh, that it may ever
be in my power to make him a proper recurn j
Iam fure that I (hall always think myfelf obliged
to do it *

Durmg his ftay with Flaccus, he was in no
{mall perplexity about the choice of a convenient
place for his refidence abroad : Atticus offered
him his houfe in Epirus; which was a Caftle of
fome ftrength , and likely to afford him a fecure
retreat. huf fince Atticus could npot attend him
thither in perfon, he dropt all thoughts of that,
and was inclined to go to Athens ; till he was
informed , that it would be dangerous for him to
travel into that part of Greece; where all thofe,
who had been banifhed for Catiline’s confpiracy ,
and efpecially Autronius, then refided ; who would
have had fome comfort, in their exile, to revenge
themfelves on the author of their mxfcry, if they
could have caught him **.

Plutarch te[ls us, thatin failing out oFBrundEﬁum,
the wind, which was fair; changed of a fudden,

Vor. L A a
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and drove him back again; and when he paffed
over to Dyrrhachium in the fecond attempt , that
there happened an Harthquake and a great ficrm
immediately after his ‘landing : from which the
Soothfayers foretold, that his ftay abroad would
not be long. But it is ftrange, that a writer, fo
fond of prodigies, which no body elfe takes notice
of, (hould omit the ftory of Cicero’s dream , which
was more to his purpofe , and is related by Cicero
bimfelf; “ That in one of the ftages of his flight,
“ being lodged in the Villa of a friend , after he
“ had lain reftlefs and wakeful a great part of the
“ night, he fell into a found fleep near break of
« day, and when he awaked about eight in the
“ morning, told his dream to thofe round him:
“ That as he feemed to be wandering difconfolate
“ in a lonely place, C. Marius, with his Fafces
“ wreathed with laurel, accofted him, and demanded
« why he was fo melancholy : and when he
« anfwered, that he was driven out of his country
“ by violence ; Marius took him by the hand,
¢« and bidding him be of courage, ordered the next
« Li¢or to conduét him into his monument;
¢ telling him, that there he fhould find fafety:
“ upon this, the company prefently cried out,
« that he would have a quick and glorious
“ yeturn .7 All which was exadly fulfilled;
for his reftoration was decreed in a certain Temple
buile by Marius , and, for tbat reafon, called
Marius’s Monument ; where the Senate huppened
to be aflfembled on that occafion **,

This dream was much talked of inn the family;
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and Cicero himfelf, in that feafon of his dejeion,
fecmed to be pleafed with it : and on the’ firfk
news, of the decree’s palling in Marius’s Monument,
declared , that nothing could be more divine: yet
in difputing afterwards on the nature of dreams,
he afferts them all to be vain and fantaltical, and
nothing elfe, but the imperfe traces, and confufed
impreflions , which our waking thoughts leave
upon the mind ; that in his flight therefore, as it
was natural for him to think much upon his
countryman Marius , who had fuffered the fame
calamity ; fo that was the caufe of his dreaming of
him; and that no old woman could be fo filly , as
to give any credit to dreams, if in the infinite
number and variety of them, they did not fometimes
happen to hit right **,

When he came to Dyrrhachium, he found
confirmed , what he had heard before in Italy,
that Achaia and the neighbouring parts of Greece
were pofleffed by thofe Rebels, who had been driven
from Rome on Catiline’s account. T his determined
him to go into VMacedonia, before they could be
informed of his arrival , where his friend, Cn.
Plancius , was then Quzeltor: who no fooner heard
of his landing, than he came to find him at
Dyrrhachium ; where, out of regard to his prefent
circumftances, and the privacy , which he affe@ed,
difmiffing bis officers , and laying alide all the
pomp of Magiltracy , he conducted him with the
obfervance of a private companion, to his head-
quarters at Thchannica,. about the twenty -firlt of
May. L. Appuleius was the I’thor or chief
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Governor of the Province : but though he was
an honeft man and Cicero’s friend , yet he durlt not
venture to grant him his protection, or thow him
any public civility , but contented himfelf with
conniving only at what his Quezftor Plancius
did *’.

While Cicero ftaid at Dyrrhachium, be re-
ceived two exprelfes from his Brother Quintus,
who was now coming home from Afia, to in-
form him of his intended route, and to fettle
the place of their meeting : Quintus’s defign
was , to pafs from Ephefus to Athens, and thence
by land through Macedonia ; and to have an in-
terview with his Brother at Theflalonica: but
the news, which-he met with at Athens, obliged
bhim to halten his journey towards Rome, where
the faction were preparing to receive him with
an impeachment, for the maleadminiftration of his
Province : nor had Cicero at laft refolution enough
to fee him; being uvable to bear the tendernefs of
fuch a meeting, and much more, the mifery of part-
ing, and he was apprehenfive befides, that if
they once met, they fhould not be able to partat all,
whilft Quintus’s prefence at home was neceflary
to their common interefls : fo that to avoid one
affliction, be was forced, he fays, to endure
another molt cruel one, that of fhunning the em-
braces of a Brother®’.

L. Tubero, however, his Kinfman, and one
of his Brother’s Lieutenants, paid him a vifit on
his return towards Italy, and acquainted him, with
what he had learnt in pafling through Greece, that
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the banifhed Confpirators, who had refided there,
were adually forming a plot to feize and murder
him ; for which reafon, he-advifed bim to go into
Afia ; where the zeal and affe@&ion of the Province
would afford him the fafeft retreat, both on his own
and his Brother’s account **. Cicero was difpofed
to follow this advice, and leave Macedonia; for
the Prztor Appuleius, though a friend, gave him
no encouragement to ftay; and the Conful Pifo,
his enemy, was coming to the command of it
the next winter : but all his friends at Rome dif-
fuaded his removal to any place more diftant from
them ; and Plancius treated him fo affectionately,
and contrived to make all things fo eafy to him,
that he dropt the thoughts of changing his quar-
ters. Plancius was in hopes, that Cicero would be
recalled with the expiration of his Queftorfhip, and
that he (hould have the honor of returning with him
to Rome, to reap the fruit of his fidelity, not
only from Cicero’s gratitude, but the favor of
the Senate and People **. The only inconve-
nience, that Cicero found in his prefent fituation,
was the number of foldiers and concourfe of peo-
ple, who frequented the place on account of bu-
finefs with the Quzftor. For he was fo {hocked
and dejected by his misfortune, that though the
Cities of Greece were offering their fervices and
compliments, and ftriving to do him 2ll imaginable
hovors *°, yet he refufed to fee all company, and
was fo fhy of the republic, that he could hardly
endure the light *.

For it cannot be denied, that, in this cala-
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mity of his exile, he did not behave himfelf with
that firmnefs, which might reafonubly be expedt-
ed from one, who had born fo glorious a part in
the Republic ; confcious of his integrity , and
fuffering in the caufe of his country : for his let-
ters are generally filled with fuch lamentable exprel-
{ions of grief and defpair, that his beft friends,
and even his wife was forced to admonifh him
fometimes, to roufe his courage >, and remember
Lis former charadter. Atticus was conftantly put-
ting bim in mind of it ; and fent him word of a
report , that was brought to Rome by one of
Crallus’s freedmen, that hisafliGion had difordered
his fenfes, to which he anfwered ; that his mind
was flill found, and wilhed only that it had been
always fo, when he placed his confidence on thofe,
who perfidioufly abufed it to his ruin ™.

But thefe remonftrances did not pleafe him;
he thought them unkind and unfeafonable , as
ke intimates in feveral of his letters, where he
exprefles himfelf very movingly on this fubject.
 As to your chiding me,” fays he, “fo often and
“ {fo feverely, for being too much dejected ;
“ what mifery is there, I pray you, fo grievous,
which I'do not feel in my prefent calamity ?
Did any man ever fall from fuch a height of
dignity , in fo good a caufe, with the advan-
tage of fuch talents, experience, intereft; fuch
fupport of all honeft men ? Is it poffible for me
to forget what [ was ? or not to feel what I
am ? From what honor, what glory I am
¥ drven ?° From  what * children ? What for-
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“ tunes ? What a Brother? Whom though I
% Jove and have ever loved better than myfelf,
“ yet, (that you may perceive, what a new fort
« of affliGion I fuffer) I refufed to fee; that I
“ might neither augment my own grief by the
“ fight of his, nor offer myfelf to him thus
ruined , whom he had left fo flounfhing : I
¢ omit many other things intolerable to me , for
« I am hindered by my tears: tell me then, whe-
ther I am ftill to be reproached for grieving;
“ or for {fuffering myfelf rather to be deprived
« of what I ought never to have parted with,
“ but with my life, which I might eafily have
« prevented , if fome perfidious friends had not
urged me to my ruin within my own walls,
“ &c.’".” In another letter ; * Continue,” fays
he, “to aflit me, as you do, with your en-
* deavours, your advice, and your intereft ; but
¢ fpare yourfelf the pains of comforting, and
“ much more of chiding me : for when you do
¢t this I cannot help charging 1t to your want of
“ love and concern for me; whom I imagine to
“ be fo afflited. with my misfortune, as to be
¢ inconfolable even yourfelf*’.”

He was now indeed attacked in his weakelk
part ; the only place, in which he was vulnera-
ble: to have been as great in affliction, as he was
in profperity , would have been a perfection , not
given to man : yet this very weaknefs flowed from
a fource, which rendered him the more amiable in
all the other parts of life; and the fame tender-
nels of difpofition, which made bhim love hig
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friends, his children, his country more paffionately
than other men, made him feel the lofs of them
more fen(ibly : “I have twice ,” fays he, “faved
“ the Republic; once, with glory; a fecond
* time with mifery : for I will never deny my-
“ felf to be a man; or brag of bearing the lofs
“ of a brother, children, wife, country, without
“ forrow. — For what thanks had been due to me
“ for quitting what I did not value **?” In an-
other fpeech; “I own my grief to have been ex-
“ tremely great; vor do I pretend to that wifdom,
* which thofe expe@ed from me, who gave out,
€ that I was too much broken by my affli&ion:
¢ for fuch a hardnefs of mind, as of body, which
% does not feel pain, is a ftupidity, rather than a
¢ virtue, —I am not one of thofe, to whom all
“ things are indifferent ; but love myfelf and my
® friends, as our common bumanity requires;
“ and he, who, for the public good, parts with
“ what he holds the deareft, gives the higheft
% proof of love to his country *.”

There was another confideration, which ad-
ded no fmall fuing to his affliGtion ; to refle@, as
he often does. not only on what he had loft, but
how he had loft it, by his own fault ; in fuffering
himfelf to be impofed upon and deluded by falfe
and envious friends. This he frequently touches
upon in a ftrain, which fhows that it galled him
very feverely : * Though my grief,” fays he, “is
¥ incredible, yet I am not difturbed fo much by
% the mifery of what I feel . as the recolleion of
* my fault — Wherefore when you hear, how
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“ much I am affli®ed, imagine that I am fuffer
ing the punifhment of my folly, not of the
event ; for having trufted too much to one,
“ whom I did not take to be a Rafcal **.” It
muft needs be cruelly mortifying to one of his
temper ; nicely tender of his reputation, and
paffionately fond of glory ; to impute his calamity
to his own blunders, and fancy himfelf the dupe
of men not fo wife as himfelf : yet after all, it
may reafonably be queftioned, whether his inquies
tude of this fort, was not owing rather to the jea-
lous and querulous nature of affliction itfelf, than
to any real foundation of truth : for Atticus would
never allow his fufpicions to be juft, not even
againft Hortenfius, where they feem to lie the
heavieft ’. This is the fubftance of what Cicero
himfelf fays, to excufe the excefs of his grief,
and the only excufe indeed, which can be made
for him; that he did not pretend to be a Stoic
nor afpire to the character of a Hero: yet we fee
fome writers laboring to defend him even againft
himfelf ; and endeavouring to perfuade us, that all
this air of dejection and defpair was wholly feigned
and afllumed, for the fake of moving compaflion,
and engaging his friends to exert themfelves the
more warmly , in foliciting his reftoration ; left
his affliction fhould defiroy him, before they could
effec it ™.

When he had been gone a little more than two
Months, his friend Ninnius, the Tribune, made
a motion in the Senate to recal him, and repeal
the law of Clodius : to which the whole houfe
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readily agreed,” with eight of the Tribunes, till
one of the other two, Alius Ligus, interpofed his
negative : they proceeded however to a refolution,
that no other bufinefs fhould be tranfacted , till
the Confuls bad acually prepared a new law for
that purpofe **. About the fame time, Quintus
Cicero, who left Afia on the firlt of May, arrived
at Rome; and was received with great demon-
ftrations of refpect, by perfons of all ranks, who
flocked out to meet him **. Cicero fuffered an
additional anxiety on his account, left the Clodian
Cabal, by means of the impeachment, which they
threatened , fhould be able to expel him too : ef-
pecially , fince Clodius’s Brother, Appius, was
the Pretor, whofe lot it was to fit on thofe
trials . But Clodius was now lofing ground
apace ; being grown fo infolent, on his late fuc-
cefs, that even his friends could not bear him
any longer : for having banifhed Cicero, and fent
Cato out of his way, he began to fancy himfelf
a match for Pompey ; by whofe help, or con-
nivance at lealt, he bad acquired all his power;
and, in open defiance of him, feized by firatagem
into his bands the fon of King Tigranes, whom
Pompey had brought with him from the eaft, and
kept a prifoner at Rome in the cuftody of Flavius
the Prxtor; and inftead of delivering him up,
when Pompey demanded him, undertook, for a
large fum of money, to give him his liberty and
fend him home. This however did not pals
without a f[harp engagement between him and
Flavius, “who marched out of Rome, with a
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body of men well armed, to recover Tigranes
by force : but Clodins proved too ftrong for
him ; and killed a great part of his company,
and among them Papirtus, a Roman Knight of
Pompey’s imtimate acquaintance, while Flavius
“ alfo himfelf had fome difficulty to efcape with
<« life **.”

This affront roufed Pompey, to think of recall-
ing Cicero; as well to corre&t the arrogance of
Clodius, as to retrieve his credit, and ingratiate
himfelf with the Senate and People : he dropt
fome hints of his inclination to Cicero’s friends,
and particularly to Atticus, who prefently gave
him part of the agreeable news: upon which
Cicero, though he had no opinion of Pompey’s
fincerity , was encouraged to write to him; and
fent a copy of his letter to Atticus, telling him
at the fame time, that if Pompey could digelt
the affront, which he had received in the cafe
of Tigranes, he (hould defpair of his being moved
by any thing®. Varro likewife, who had a
p.‘srticu]ar intimacy with Pompey, defired Atticus
to let Cicero knew, that Pompey would certainly
enter into his caufe, as foon as he heard from
Cwxflar, which he expected to do every day. This
intelligence from fo good an author, raifed Cicero’s
hopes, till finding no effects of it for a confiderable
time, he began to apprchend, that there was either
nothing at all in it, or that Cefar’s anfwer was
averfe, and had put an end to it*". The fact
however fhows, what an extraordinary deference
Pompey paid to Cxfar, that he would not take
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a flep in this affair at Rome, without fending firft
to Gaul, to confult him about it.

The City was alarmed at the fame time, by
the rumor of a fecond plot againft Pompey’s life,
faid to be contrived by Clodius; one of whofe
flaves was feized at the door of the Senate, with
a dagger, which his mafter had given him, as he
confeffed, to ftab Pompey: which, being accom.
panied with many daring attacks on Pompey’s
perfon by Clodius’s mob, made him refolve, to
retire from the Senate and the Forum, till Clodius
was out of his Tribunate, and fhut himfelf up in
his own houfe, whither he was flill purfued and
actually befieged by one of Clodius’s freedmen,
Damio. An outrage fo audacious could not be
overlooked by the Magifirates, who came out
with all their forces, to feize or drive away Damio;
upon which a general engagement enfued, where
Gabinius, as Cicero fays, *was forced to break
 his league with Clodius, and fight for Pompey;
“ at firt faintly and unwillingly , but at laft
“ heartily ; while Pifo, more religious, ftood firm
“ to his contract, and fought on Clodius’s fide,
“ till his Fafces were broken, and he himfelf
“ wounded , and forced to run away “.”

Whether any defign was really formed againft
Pompey’s life, or the ftory was contrived to ferve
his prefent views, it feems probable at leaft, that
his fears were feigned, and the danger too con-
temptible, to give him any juft apprehenfion ;
but the fhutting bimfelf up at home made an
impreflion upon the vulgar, and furnifhed a better
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pretence for turning fo quick upon Clodius, and
quelling - that infolence, which he himfelf bad
raifed : for this was the conftant tenor of his poli-
tics; to give a free courle to the public diforders,
for the fake of difplaying his own importance to
more advantage ; that when the ftorm was at the
height, he might appear at laft in the Scene, like
a Deity of the Theatre, and reduce all again to
order; expecting (il , that the people, tired and
haraffed by thefe perpetual tumults, would be
forced to create him Di&ator, for fettling the
quiet of the City.

The Confuls ele¢t were P. Cornelius Lentulus,
and Q. Metellus Nepos: the firk was Cicero’s
warm friend, the fecond his old enemy; the fame,
who put that affront upon him on laying down
his Confulfhip : his promotion therefore was a
great difcouragement to Cicero, who took it for
granted, that he wonld employ all his power to
obftru@ his return; and reflected, as he tells us,
% that though it was a great thing to drive him
“ out, yet as there were many who hated, and
« more who envied him, it would not be difficult
“ to keep him out “. 7 But Metellus, perceiving
which way Pompey’s inclination, and Cefar’s alfo
was turning, found reafon to change his mind, or
at leaft to diffemble it; and promifed, not only
to give his confent, but his affiftance to Cicero’s
reftoration. His Colleague , Lentulus, in the mean
while, was no fooner elected, than he revived the
Jate motion of Ninnius, and propoled a vote, to
recal Cicero; and when Clodius interrupted him
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and recited that part of his law, which made it
criminal, to move any thing about it, Lentulus
declared it to, be no law, but a mere profcription,
and act of violence **. This alarmed Clod:us, and
obliged bim to exert all his arts, to fupport the
validity of the law; he threatened ruin and deftruc-
tion to all, who f(hould dare to oppofe it; and to
imprint the greater terror, fixed up on the doors
of the Senate houfe, that clauie which prohibited
all men to {peak or a& in any manner for Cicero’s
return, on paw of being treated as enemies. This
gave a farther difquiet to Cicero, lelt it fhould
difhearten his active friends, and furnifh an excufe
to the indolent, for doing nothing: he infinvates
therefore to Atticus , what might be faid to
obviate it; “ that all fuch claufes were only
“ bugbears, without any real force; or otherwife,
“ no law could ever be abrogated ; and whatever
¢ effect this was intended to have, that it muft
¢ needs fall of courfe with the law itfelf°. ”

In this anxious flate of his mind, jealous of
every thing that could hurt, and catching at
every thing that could help him, another little
incident happened, which gave him a frefh caufe
of uveafinefs : for fome of his enemies had
publilhed an iovective Oration, drawn up by
him for the entertainment only of his intimate
friends againft fome eminent Senator, not named,
but generally fuppofed to be Curio, the Father,
who was now difpofed and engaged to ferve him:
he was furprifed and concerned, that the oration
was made public; and his infiru@ions upon it to

&
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Atticus are fomewhat curious; and fhow how
he' was ftruck with the apprehenfion, of lofing
fo powerful a friend. “You have ftunned me, "fays
he, < with the news of the Oration’s being
“ publifhed: heal the wound, as you promife,
“if you poflibly can: I wrote it long ago in
anger, after he had firft written againft me;
but had fuppreffed it fo carefully, that I never
dreamt of its getting abroad, nor can imagine
how it flipt out: but fince, as fortune would
have it, I never had a word with him in perfon,
and it is written more neghgently, than my
other orations ufually are; I cannot but think
that you may difown it, and prove it not to
be mine: pray take care of this, if you fee any
hopes for me: if not, there is the lefs reafon
to trouble myfelf about it™.”

His principal Agents and Solicitors at Rome
were his Brother Quintus, his Wife Terentia, his
Son-in-law Pifo, Atticus, and Sextius. But the
Brother and the Wife, being both of them natu-
rally peevifh, feem to have given him fome addi-
tional difquiet, by their mutual complaints again(t
each other ; which obliged him to admonifh
them gently in his letters, that fince their friends
were {fo few, they ought to live more amicably
among themfelves 7.

Terentia, however, bore a very confiderable part
of the whole affair; and inftead of being daunted by
the depreflion of the family, and the rvin of their
fortunes , feems to have been animated rather the
more to withftand the violences of their enemies,
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and procure her hufband’s reltoration. But one
of Cicero’s Letters to her in thefe unhappy circum-
Rtances will give the cleareft view or her charader,
and the fpirit, with which fhe acted.

“ Cicero to Terentia.

“ Do not imagine, that I write longer Letters
to any one than to you, unlefs it be when [
receive a long one from fomebody elfe, which
I find myfelf obliged to anfwer. For I have
nothing either to write, nor in my prefent
fituation employ myfelf on any thing that 1s
more troublefome to me; and when it is to
vou and our dear Tulliola, I cannot write
without a flood of tears. For I fee you the moft
“ wretched of women, whom I wifhed always
“ to fee the happieft, and ought to have made
fo; as I fhould have done, if 1 had not been fo
great 2 Coward. I am extremely fenfible of
Pifo’s fervices to us; have exhorted bim, as
well as I could, and thanked him as I ought.
Your hopes, I perceive, are in the new Tribunes:
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% that will be effectual, if Pompey concur with.

“ them: but [ am afraid (il of Craffus. You de
“ every thing for me, I fee, with the utmoft
courage and affection: nor do I wonder at it;
but lament our unhappy fate, that my miferies
can ooly be relieved by your {uffering flill
greater: for our good friend, P. Valerius, wrote
me word, - what I could not read without
burfting into tears , how you were dragged
from
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from the Temple of Velta to the Valerian Bank.
Alas my light, my darling, to whom all_the
world ufed to fue for help! that you, my dear
Terentia, thould be thus infulted; thus opprelled
with grief and diftrefs! and cthat I [hould be
the caule of it; 1, who have preferved fo many
others, that we ourfelves fhould be undone!
As to what you write about the houfe, that is,
about the area; 1 fhall then take mylelf to be
reftored, when that fhall be reftored to us. But
thofe things are not in-our power. What affects
me more nearly is, that when fo great an expenfe
is necellary, it fhould all lie upon you, who are
fo miferably fiript and plundered already. If we
live to fee an end of thefe troubles, we fhall
repair all the reft. But if the fame fortune muflt
ever deprels us, will you throw away the poor
remains, that are left for your fubliftence? For
God’s fake, my dear life, let others fupply the
money, who are able, if they are willing: and
if you love me, do nothing that can hurt
your health, which is already fo impaired. For
you are perpetually in my thoughts both day
and night. 1 fee that you decline no fort of
trouble; but am afraid, how you will fultain
it. Yet the whole affair depends on you. Pay
the firt regard therefore to your health, thae
we may attain the end of all your wifhes, and
your labors. I know not whom to write to,
except to thofe, who write to me, or of whom
you fend me fome good account. I will not
remove to a greater diftance, fince you are

Var. L Bb '
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« againft it; but would have you write to me as
“ often as poflible, efpecially if you have any
“ hopes, that are well grounded. Adieu, my
“ dear love, adicu. The s5th of Odober from
¢ Theflalonica. ”

Terentia had a particular eftate of her own,
not obnoxious to Clodius’s law, which fhe was
now offering to fale, for a {fupply of their prefent
neceffities: this is what Cicero refers to, where he
entreats her not to throw away the fmall remains
of her fortunes; which he preffes ftill more warmly
in another Letter, putting her in mind, * that if
“ their friends did not fail in their duty , fhe
“ could not want money; and if they did, that
“ her own would do but little towards making
“ them eafly: he implores her therefore not to
“ ruin the boy; who, if there was any thing left
« to keep him from want, would, with a moderate
“ fhare of virtue and good fortune, eaflily recover
¢ the reft”’.” Their fon-in-law, Pifo, was ex-
tremely affectionate and dutiful in performing all
good offices both to his banifhed Father and the
Family; and refigned the Quewftorfhip of Pontus
and Bithynia, on purpofe to ferve them the more
effectually by his prefence in Rome: Cicero makes
frequent acknowledgment of his kindnefs and
generoﬁty; “ Pifo’s humanity , virtue and love for
“ us all is fo great,” fays he, * that nothing can
¢« exceed it; the Gods grant, that it may one day
“ be a pleafure, I am fure, it will always be an
« honor to him”*.”

Atticus likewife fupplied them liberally with
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money: he had already furnifhed Cicero, for the
exigences of his flight, with above 2000 pounds;
and upon fucceeding to the great eftate of his
uncle Cecilius , whofe name he now affumed,
made him a frefh offer of his purfe’”” : yet his
condu&t did not wholly fatisfy Cicero; who
thought him too cold and remifs in his fervice 3
and fancied , that it flowed from fome fecret
refentment, for having never received from him,
in his flourifhing condition, any beneficial proofs
of his friendfhip: in order therefore to roufe his
zeal, he took occafion to promife him, in one
of his letters, that whatever reaflon he had to
complain on that fcore, it fhould all be made up
to him, if he lived to return: “If fortune,” fays
he, “ever reftore me to my country; it f(hall
“ be my f{pecial care, that you, above all my
¢ friends, have caufe to rejoice at it: and though
¢ hitherto, I confefs, you have reaped but little
“ benefit from my kindnefls ; I will manage fo
« for the future, that whenever I am reftored,
¢ you fhall find yourfelf as dear to me as my
“ Brother and my Children : If 1 have been
¢ wanting therefore in my duty to you, or rather,
“ fince I have been wanting, pray pardon me; for
« ] have been much more wanting to myfelf’*, »
But Atticus begged of him to lay afide all fuch
fancies, and affured him, that there was not the
leaft ground for them; and that he had never been
dii‘gu»ﬁed by any thing which he had either done,
or neglected to do for him; entreating him to be
perfectly eafy on that head, and to}gegcnd always
; 2
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on his beflt fervices, without giving himfelf the
trouble, even of reminding him "°. Yet after
all  the fufpicion itfelf, as it comes from one,
who knew Atticus fo perfedtly, leems to leave
fome little blot upon his character: but whatever
caufe there might be for it, it i1s certain, that
Cicero at leaft was as good as his word, and by
the care which he took after bis return, to cele-
brate Atticus’s name in all his writings, has left
the moft illuftrious teftimony to pofterity of his
fincere efteem and affection for him.

Sextius was one of the Tribunes eleét; and be-
ing entirely devoted to Cicero, took. the trouble of
a journey into Gaul, to folicit Czfar’s confent to
his reftoration, which though he obtained, as well
by his own interceflion, as by Pompey’s letters,
yet it feems to have been with certain limitations,
not agreeable to Cicero: for on Sextius’s return to
Rome, when he drew up the copy of a law, which
he intended to propofe, upon his entrance into of-
fice; conformable, as we may imagine, to the
conditions ftipulated with Cefar; « Cicero greatly
“ difliked it; as being too general, and without
“ the mention even of his name, nor providing
¢« fufficiently either for his dignity , or the reftitu-
“ tion of his eftate; fo that he defires Atticus to
“ take care to get it amended by Sextius 7%, ”

The old Tribunes, in the mean while, eight of
whom were Cicero’s friends, refolved to make one
cffort more to obtain a law in his favor, which
they jointly offered to the people on the twenty-
eighth of October: but Cicero was much more dif-
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pleafed with this, than with Sextius’s : it confifted
of three articles; the firlt of which reftored him
only to his former rank, but not to his eftate: the
fecond was only matter of form, to indemnify the
propofers of it: the third enacted, * that if there
“ was any thing in it, which was prohibited to
be promulgated by any former law, particularly
by that of Clodius, or which involved the author
of fuch promulgation in any fine or penalty,
that in fuch cale it fhould have no effect. Cicero
was furprifed, that his friends could beinduced
« to propofe fuch an act, which fecmed to be
“ againft him, and to confirm that claufe of the
< Clodian law , which made it penal to move any
« thing for him: ” whereas no claufes of that
kind had ever been regarded, or thought to have
any fpecial force, but fell of courfe, when the
laws themfelves were repealed : he obferves, “that
“ it was an ugly precedent for the fucceeding Tri-
bunes , if they fhould happen to have any {fcru.
“ ples; and that Clodius had already taken the
¢ advantage of it, when in a fpeech to the people,
« on the third of November, he declared, that
« this act of the Tribunes was a proper leffon to
¢ their fucceffors, to let them fee how far their
power extended. He defires Atticus therefore
to find out, who was the contriver of it, and
how Ninnius and the reft came to be fo much
overfeen , as not to be aware of the confequences
foof Beit, ¥

The moft probable folution of it is, that thefe
Tribunes hoped to carry their point with lefs dif-
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ficulty , by paying this deference to Clodius’s law,
the validity of which was acknowledged by Cato,
and feveral others of the principal Citizens*® ; and
they were induced to make this pufh for it, before
they quitted their office, froma perfuafion, that if
Cicero was once reftored, on any terms, or with
what reftrictions foever, the reft would follow of
courfe; and that the recovery of his dignity would
neceflanily draw after it every thing elfe, that was
wanted : Cicero feems to have been fenfible of it
himfelf on fecond thoughts, as he intimates, in
the conclufion of his letter; “ I fhould be forry 7,
fays 'he, * to have the new Tribunes infert fuch a
“ claufe in their law; yet let them infert what
they pleafe, if it will but pafs and call me home,
* 1 fhall be content with it **.” But the only
project of a law which he approved, was drawn
by his Coufin C. Vefellius Aculeo, an eminent
lawyer of that age, for another of the new Tri-
bunes, T. Fadins, who had been his Quzftor,
when he was Conful: he advifed his friends there-
fore, if there was any profpec of fuccefs, to pufh
forwards that law, which entirely pleafed him *.

In this fulpenfe of his affairs at Rome, the
troops , which Pifo had provided for his govera-
ment of Vlacedonia , began to arrive in great num-
bers in Theflalonica *’: This greatly alarmed him,
and made him refolve to quit the place without delay :
and as it ‘was not advifable to move farther from
Italy, be ventured to come ftill nearer , and turn-
ed back again to Dyrrhachium: for though this was
syithin the diftance forbidden to him by law, yet
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he had no reafon to apprehend any danger, in a
Town particularly devoted to him , and which had
always been under his fpecial patronage: and pro-
tection. He came thither on the twenty-fifth of No-
vember, and gave notice of his removal to his
friends at Rome, by letters of the fame date , begun
at Thefalonica and finithed at Dyrrhachium **:
which fhows the great hafte, which he thought ne-
celfary , in making this fudden change of his quar-
ters. Here he received another piece of news,
which difpleafed him; € that with the confent
¢ and afliftance of his managers at Rome, the
¢ provinces of the Confuls ele&t had been furnifh-
“ ed with money and troops by a decree of the
¢ Senate: ” but in what manner it affe¢ted him,

and what reafon he had to be uneafy at it, will

be explained by his own letter upon it to Atticus.
< When you firlt fent me word ,” fays he, * that
¢ the Confular Provinces had been fettled and
“ provided for by your confent; though I was
« afraid, left it might be attended with fome. ill
“ confequence , yet 1 hoped, that you had fome
« {pecial reafon for it, which I could not pene-
¢ trate: but having fince been informed, both
“ by friends and letters, that your conduét is
¢ univerfally condemned, 1 am extremely difturb-
s od at it; becaule the little hopes, that were lef,
« feem now to be deftroyed : for fhould the new
¢ Tribunes quarrel with us upon it, what farther
* hopes can there be ? and  they have realon to
“ do fo; fince they were not confulted in. ic,
¢ though they had, undertaken my caufe, - and
Bb g
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“'have Ioft by our conceffion all that influence,

which they -‘would ‘otherwife have had over it;
efpecially when they declare, that it was for
my fake only, thac they defired the power of
furnifhing out the Confuls; not with defign to
hinder them, but to fecure them to my in-
tereft ; whereas if the Confuls have a mind to
bé perverfe . they may now be fo without any
rifk 5 yet let them be never fo well difpofed,
can do nothing without the confent of the Tri-
bunes. As to what you fay, that if you had
*“ not agreed to it, the Confuls would have care
“ ried their point with the people; that could
never have been done againft the will of the
Tribunes; T am afraid therefore, that we have
¥ Iolt by it the affetion of the Tribunes; or if
¢ -that {till remains, have loft at leaft our hold on
¥ the Confuls. There is another inconvenience
¥ full, not lefs confiderable; for that important
declaration , as it was reprefented to me, that
the Senate would enter into nathing, till my affair
was fettled, is now at '‘an end; and in a cafe
not only unneceflary, but new and unprece-
* dented ; for 1 do not believe, that the Provinces
“ of the Confuls had ever before been provided
*“ for until their entrance into office: but having
* now broken through that refolution, which they
* had taken in my caule, they are at liberty to
¢ proceed to-any other bufinefs, as they pleafe. It
is not however to be wondered at, that my
friends , who were applied to, fhould confent to
it; <for it was hard for any one, to declare
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“ openly againft a motion, fo beneficial to the
“ Two Confuls; it was hard, I fay, to refufe any
* thing to Lentulus, who has always been my
“ true friend: or to Metellus, who has given up
“ his refentments with fo much humanity; yetl
“ am apprehenfive, that we have alienated the
“ Trikunes, and cannot hold the Confuls: write
“ me word, I defire you, what turn this has
% taken, and how the whole affair ftands; and
# write with your ufual franknefs; for I love to
 know the truth, though it fhould happen to be
“ difagreeable. ” The tenth of December .
But Atticus, inftead of anfwering this letter,
or rather indeed before he received it, having
occafion to vifit his eftate in Epirus, took his way
thither through Dyrrhachium , on purpofe to fee
Cicero , and explain to him in perfon the motives
of their conduc. Their interview was but fhort;
and after they parted, Cicero, upon fome new
intelligence , which gave him frefh uneafinefs, fent
another letter after him into Epirus, to call him
back again: “ After you left me, %ifaysihe #HE
¢ received letters from Rome, for which I per-
% ceive, that I muft end my days in this cala-
“ mity; and to fpeak the truth, ( which you will
¢ take in good part) ifthere had been any hopes
“ of my return, you, who love me fo well, would
« never have left the City at fuch a conjun&ure:
“ but I fay no more; left I be thought either un-
“ grateful , or defirous to involve my friends too
¢ in my ruin: one thing I beg, that you would
% no fail , as you have given your word, to come
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“ to me, wherever I fhall happen to be, before
the firlt of January ™.

While he was thus perplexing himfelf with
perpetual fears and {uflpicions, his caufe was pro-
ceeding very profperoufly at Rome, and feemed
to be in {fuch a train, that it could not be ob-
ftructed much longer: for the new Magiftrates,
who where coming on with the new year, were all,
except the Pretor Appius, fuppofed to be his
friends ; while his enemy Clodius was foon to
refign his office, on which the greateft part of his
power depended: Clodius himfelf was fenfible of
the daily decay of his credit, through the fuperior
1nfluence of Pompey ; who had drawn Cefar away
from him, and forced even Gabinius to defert
him : fo that, out of rage and defpair, and the
defire of revenging himfelf on thefe new and more
powerful enemies, he would willingly have dropt
the purfuit of Cicero; or confented even to recal
him, if he could have perfuaded Cicero’s friends
and the Senate to join their forces with him againft
the Triumvirate. For this end, “ he produced
¢ Bibulus and the other Augurs in an Affembly
¢ of the people, and demanded of them, whether
“ it was not unlawful to tranfad& any public bufi-
*“ nefs, when any of them were taking the Au-
* fpices?” T'o which they all anfwered in the af
firmative. * Then he aflked Bibulus, whether
¢ he was not actually obferving the heavens, as
 oft as any of Celar’s laws were propofed to the
* people? To which he anfwered in the affirma-
f-uve: but being produced a fecond time by the
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Pretor Appius, he added, that he took the
Aufpices alfo, in the fame manner, at the
time when Clodius’s act of adoption was con-
firmed by the people:” but Clodius, while he
gratified his prefent revenge, little regarded how
much it turned againft himfelf; but infifted,
“ that all Czfar’s acts ought to be annulled by the
“ Senate , as being contrary to the Aufpices; and
“ on that condition, declared publicly , that he
“ himfelf would bring back Cicero, the guardian
s of the City, on his own fhoulders ¥. ” '

In the fame fic of revenge, he fell upon the
Conful Gabinius; and in an affembly of the peo-
ple, which he called for that purpofe, with his
head veiled and a little altar and fire before him;
confecrated his whole eftate. This had been fome-
times done againft traiterous Citizens; and when
legally performed, had the effe& of a confifcation,
by making the place and effects ever after {acred
and public: but in the prefent cafe, it was confr
dered only as an a& of madnefs; and the Tribune
Ninnius , in ridicule of it, confecrated Clodins’s
eftate in the fame form and manner, that whatever
efficacy was afcribed to the one, the other might
juftly challenge the fame **

But the expected hour was now come, which
put an end to his deteftable Tribunate: 1t had been
uniform and of a piece from the firlt to the laft;
the moft infamous and corrupt that Rome had ever
feen: there was fcarce an office beftowed at home,
or any favor granted to a Prince, State, or Cit
abroad, but what he openly fold to the beft bidder:

<c

3

"~

113




380 THE LIFE OF

¢ The Poets ” fays Cicero, “ could not feign a Cha-
“ rybdis, fo voracious as his rapine: he conferred
the title of King on thofe who had it not, and
took it away from thofe who had*’;” and fold
the rich Priefthoods of Afia, as the Turks are faid
to fell the Grecian Bifhoprics, without regarding
whether they were full or vacant ; of which Cicero
gives us a remarkable inftance. “ There was a
“ celebrated Temple of Cybele, at Peflinuns in
Phrygia, where that Goddefs was worfhipped
with fingular devotion, not only by all Afia,
but Europe too ; and where the Roman Gene-
rals themfelves often ufed to pay their vows
and make their offerings.” Her prieft was in
quict poffeflion, without any rival Pretender, or
any complaint againft him; yet Clodius, by a law
of the people, granted this Priefthood to one Bro-
gitarus, a petty Sovereign in thofe parts, to whom
he had before given the title of King: and I fhall
think him a King indeed, fays Cicero, if ever he be
able to pay the purchafe money: but the fpoils of
the Temple were deftined to that ufe, and would
foon have been applied to it; if Deiotarus, King
of Galatia, a Prince of noble charaéter, and a true
friend to Rome, had not defeated the impious
bargain , by taking the Temple into his protection,
and maintaining the lawful Prieft againft the in-
truder; not fuffering Brogitarus, though his fon-
in-law, to pollute or touch any thing belonging
to it °°.

All the ten new Tribunes had folemnly pro-
‘mifed to ferve Cicero; yet Clodius found means
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to corrupt two of them, S. Attilius Serranus, and
Numerius Quinétius Gracchus; by whofe help he

was enabled ftill to make head againft Cicero’s

party , and retard his reftoration fome time longer:

but Pifo and Gabinius, perceiving the fcene to be
opening apace in his favor, and his return to be
unavoidable, thought it time to get out of his

way , and retire to their feveral governments, to

enjoy the reward of their perfidy: fo that they

both left Rome, with the expiration of this year;

and Pifo fet out for Macedonia, Gabinius for

Syria.

On the firlt of January the new Conful Lentu- A. Urb. 696.

lus, after the ceremony of his inauguration, and G so.

his firlt duty paid, as ufual, to religion, entered Coff.
directly into Cicero’s affair, and moved the Senate COXNELE
y 2 ; us LENTU-

for his reftoration *'; while his Colleague Metel- | ;s gprn-
lus declared, with much feeming candor, * that ruer,

“ though Cicero and he had been enemies, on Q. Crzcitr-
«« account of their different fentiments in politics, US METEL-
““ yet he would give up his refentments to the au- dehdie
“ thority of the Fathers, and the interelts of the

“ Republic *.” Upon which L. Cotta, a per-

fon of Confular and Cenforian rank , being alked

his opinion the firlt, faid, “ that nothing had been

« done againft Cicero agreeably to right or law,

« or the cultom of their anceftors: that no Citi-

« zen could be driven out of the City without a

« trial; and that the people would not condemn,

« nor even try a man capitally, but in an affem

« bly of their Centuries: that the whole was

« the effect of violence , turbulent times, and an
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opprefled Republic: that in fo firange a revolu-
tion and confufion of all things, Cicero had
only ftept afide, to provide for his future tran-
quillity , by declining the impending florm ;
and fince he had freed the Republic from no
lefs danger by his abfence, than he had done
before by his prelence, that he ought not only
to be reftored, but to be adorned with new
honors: that what his mad enemy had publifhed
againlt him, was drawn fo abfurdly both in
words and fentiments, that, if it had been
enacted in proper form, it could never obtain
the force of a law: that fince Cicero therefore
was expelled by no law, he could not want a
law to reftore him, but ought not to be recalled
by avote of the Senate.” — Pompey, who {poke
next, having highly applauded what Cotta faid,
added, “that for the fake of Cicero’s future quiet,
“ and to prevent all farther trouble from the fame
“ quarter, it was his opinion that the people
“ fhould have 2 fhare in conferring that grace,
“* and their confent be joined alfo to the authority
of the Senate.” After many others had fpoken
likewife with great warmth in the defence and
praife of Cicero, they all came unanimoufly into
Pompey’s opinion, and were proceeding to make
a decree upon it, when Serranus? the Tribune, rofe
up and put a flop to it; not flatly interpofing his
negative, for he had not the affurance to do that,
againft fuch a {piric and unanimity of the Senate,
but defiring only a night’s time to confider of it.
"This unexpected interruption incenfed the whole
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affembly ; fome reproached, others entreated him;
and his Father-in-law, Oppius, threw himfelf at
his feet to move him to defift: but all that they
could get from him was a promife to give way to
the decree the next morning; upon which they
broke up. * But the Tribune,” fays Cicero, * em-
¢ ployed the night, not as people fancicd he
would, in giving back the money, which he
had taken, but in making a better bargain, and
doubling his price; for the next morning, being
grown more hardy, he abfolutely prohibited
the Senate from proceeding to any ac&t ”.” This
condué& of Serranus furprifed Cicero’s friends,
being not only perfidious and coatrary to his
engagements, but highly ungrateful to Cicero; who,
in his Confulfhip, had been his fpecial Encourager
and Benefadtor **.

The Senate however, though hindered at pre-
fent from paffing their decree, were too well
united , and too ftrongly fupported, to be baffled
much longer by the artifices of a faction: they
refolved therefore, without farther delay, to pro-
pound a law to the people for Cicero’s reftoration
and the twenty-fecond of the month was appointed
for the promulgation of it. When the day came,
Fabricius, one of Cicero’s Tribunes, marched out
with a ftrong guard, before it was light, to get
poffeffion of the Roftra: but Clodius was too early
for him : and having feized all the pofts and avenues
of the Forum, was prepared to give him a warm
reception: he had purchafed Gladiators, for the
fhows of his Edilefhip, to which he was now pre-
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tending ; and borrowed another band of his brother
Appius; and with thefe well armed, at the head
of his flaves and dependents, he attacked Fabri-
cius, killed feveral of his followers, wounded many
more, and drove them quite out of the place, and
happening to fall in at the fame time with Cifpius,
another Tribune, who was coming to the aid of his
Colleague, he repulfed him alfo with great flaughter.
The Gladiators, heated with this tafte of blood,
“ opened their way on all fides with their fwords,
in queflt of Quintus Cicero; whom they met
with at lalt, and would certainly have mur-
dered , if by the advantage of the confufion
and darknefs he had not hid himfelf uoder the
bodies of his flaves and freedmen, who were
killed around him ; where he lay concealed,
till the fray was over.” The Tribune Sextius
was treated ftill more roughly; “for being par-
* ticularly purfued and marked out for deftruc-
tion, he was fo defperately wounded, as to be
¢ left for dead upon the fpot; and efcaped death,
 only by feigning it:” but while he lay in that
eondition, fuppofed to be killed, Clodius, refle@-
ing, that the murder of a Tribune, whofe perfon
was facred, would raife fuch a ftorm, as might
occafion his ruin, ““took a fudden refolution to
“ kill one of his own Tribunes, in order to charge
“ it upon his adverfaries, and fo balance the ac-
count by making both fides equally obnoxious:”
the victim doomed to this facrifice was , Numerius
Quintius , an obfcure fellow, raifed to this dig-
nity by the caprice of the multitude, who, to make
himfelf
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himfelf the more popular, had affumed the fur-
name of Gracchus: “but the crafty clown”, fays
Cicero, “having got fome hint of the defign, and
* finding, that his blood was to wipe ()ﬂ_ the envy
“ of Sextius’s, difguifed himfelf prefently in the
“ habit of a Muleteer, the fame in which he firlt
“ came to Rome, and with a balket upon his
head, while fome were calling out for Numes
rius , others for Quinétius, pafled undifcovered
by the confufion of the two names: but he
continued 1n this danger, till Sextius was known
to be alive; and if that difcovery had not been
* made foomer than one would have wifhed,
though they could not have fixed the odium of
killing their mercenary were they defigned it;
: yet they would have leflened the infamy of one
villany, by committing another, which all peo-
* ple would have been pleafed with.” Accords
ing to the account of this day’s Tragedy, “ the
# Tiber and all the common fewers were filled
“ with dead bodies, and the blood wiped vp with
fponges in the Forum, where fuch heaps of
{flain had never before been feen, but in the
4 civil diffenfions of Cinna and Qctavius *%.*
" Clodius, fluthed with this vidtory, “fet fire
 with his own hands to the Temple of the
::I * Nymphs; where the bqoks of the Cenfors and
“ the public regilters of the City were kept,
 which were all confumed with the Fabric it
| “ felf**.” He then attacked the houfes of Milo
" the Tribune, and Cwcilius the Prztor, with fire
and {fword ; but was repulfed in both attempts with
Vou. L Ce
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lofs: Milo took feveral of Appius’s Gladiators -
“ prifoners, who, being brought before the Se-
“ nate, made a confeflion of what they knew,
and were fent to jail; but were prefently releafed
“ by Serranus *”.” Upon thefe outrages Mile
impeached Clodius in form , for the violation of the
public peace: but the Conful Metellus, who had not
yet abandoned him, with the Pretor Appius, and
the Tribune Serranus, refolved to prevent any pro-
cefs upon it; “ and by their edids prohibited,
* either the criminal himfelf to appear, or any
one to cite him **.” Their pretence was, “that
the Quezftors were not'yet chofen, whofe office
“ it was to make the allotment of the Judges;
* while they themfelves kept back the election,”
and where pufhing Clodius at the fame time into
the Edilefhip; which would fkreen him of courfe
for one year from any profecution. IViilo there-
fore , finding it impracticable to bring him to
juftice in the legal method, refolved to deal with
him in his own way, by oppofing force to force;
and for this end purchafed a band of Gladiators,
with which he had daily fkirmifhes with him in
the fireets; and acquired a great reputation of
courage and generofity for being the firlt of all
the Romans, who had ever bought Gladiators,
for the defence of the Republic®’.

This obftrucion given to Cicero’s return by an
obftinate and defperate faction, made the Senate
only the more refolute to effe® it : they paffed a
fecond vote therefore, that no other bufinefs fhould
be done, till it was carried ; and to prevent all
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farther tumults, and infults upon the Magiftrates,
ordered the Confuls, to fummon all the people
of Italy, who wifhed well to the fiate, to tome
to the affiitance and defence of Cicero™", This
gave new Ipirits to the honeft Citizens, and drew
a vaflt concourle to Rome from all parts of Italy,
where there was not a corporate Town of any
note , which did not teftify its refpect to Cicero
by fome public aét or monument. «Pompey was
« at Capua, acting as chief magiftrate of his new
« Colony ; where he prefided in perfon at ‘their
“ making a decree to Cicero’s honor, and took 'the
¢ trouble likewife of vifiting all the other Colonies
“ and chief Towns in thofe parts,” to appoint
them a day of general rendez-vous at Rome, to
aflitt at the promulgation of the law ™
Lentulus , at the fame time, was entertaining
the City with fhows and ftage- plays, 1in order to
keep the people in good humor, whom he had
called from their private affairs in the country, to
actend the public bufinefs. The fhows were ex:
hibited in Pompey’s Theatre, while the Senate,
for the convenience of being near them, was held
in the adjoining Temple of Honor and Virtue,
buile by Marius out of the Cymbric fpoils, and
¢alled for that reafon, Marius’s Monument : here,
according to Cicero’s dream, a decree now paffed
in proper form for his reftoration ; when under
the joint influence of thofe Deities, Honor, he
fays, was done to Virtue ; and the Monument of
Marius , the preferver of cthe Empire, gave fafety
to his Countryman, the defender of it '™,
Cca
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The news of this decree no fooner reached the
neighbouring Theatre , than the whole affembly
exprefled their fatisfaction by claps and applaufes,
which they renewed vpon the entrance of every
Senator ; but when the Conful Lentulus took his
place, they all rofe up, and with acclamations,
ftretched out hands, and tears of joy, publicly
teftified their thanks to him. But when Clodius
ventured to fhow himfelf, they were hardly
reftrained from doing him violence ; throwing out
reproaches, threats and curfes upon him : fo that
in the (hows of Gladiators, which he could not
bear to be deprived of, he durlt not go to his feat
in the common and open manner , but ufed to
ftart up into it at once, from fome obfcure paflage,
under the beunches, which on that account was
jocolely called, the Appian way ; where he was
no fooner efpied, than fo “ general a hifs enfued,
“ that it difturbed the Gladiators, and frightened
“ their very horfes, From thefe fignifications, ” fays
Cicero , “ he might learn the difference between
« the genuine Citizens of Rome, and thofe packed
 alfemblies of the people, where he ufed to
domineer, and that the men, who lord it in
% fuch affemblies, are the real averfion of the City;
“ while thofe who dare not fhow their heads in
them, are received with all demonftration of
honor by the whole people ***.”

When the decree pafied | the famed Tragedian,
FEfopus, who acted, as Cicero fays, the fame
good part in the Republic, that he did upon the
fage, was performing the part of 1'elamon, banifhed
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from his country, in one of Accius’s play’s;
where by the emphafis of his voice, and the
change of a word or two in fome of the lines,
he contrived to return the thoughts of the audience
on Cicero. “ What he ! who always ftood up for
« the Republic! who in doubtful times fpared
<« neither life nor fortunes — the greateft friend in
« the greateft danger — of fuch parts and talents
« __ O Father — I faw his houfes and rich furniture
« all in flames — O ungrateful Greeks, inconftant
« people ; forgetful of fervices ! — to fee fuch a
“ man banifhed ; driven from his country ; and
« fuffer him to continue fo ?” — At each of which
fentences there was no end of clapping. — In
another tragedy of the fame Poet, called Brutus,
when inftead of Brutus he pronounced Tullius
who eftablithed the liberty of his Citizens; the
people were fo affected, that they called for it
again a thouland times. This was the conftant
practice through the whole time of his exile, there
was not a paffage in any play , which could pof-
fibly be applied to his cafe, but the whole audience
prefently catched it up, and by their claps and ap-
plaufes loudly fignified their zeal and good wifhes
for him ™*

Though a decree was regularly obtained for
Cicero’s return, Clodius had the courage and ad-
drefs ftill to hinder its pafling into a law :" he took
all occafions of haranguing the people againft it;
and when he had filled the Forum with his merce-
naries, “ufed to demand of them aloud, contrary
« ¢o the cuftom of Rome, whether they would

Ccz
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“ have Cicero reftored or not; upon which his
“ emiffaries raifing a fort of a dead cry in the ne-
« gative,, he laid hold of it, as the voice of the
Roman people, and declared the propofal to
“ be rejected **".” But the Senate, afhamed to
fee their authority thus infulted, when the whole
city was on their fide, refolved to take fuch mea-
fures in the fupport of their decrees, that it (hould
not be poffible to defeat them. Lentulus there-
fore fummoned them into the Capitol , on the
twenty-fifth of May ; where Pompey began the
debate, and renewed the motion for recalling
Cicero ; and in a grave and elaborate fpeech which
he had prepared in writing, and delivered from
bis notes, gave him the honor of having faved his
country . All the leading men of the Senate
fpoke after him to the fame effe@ ; but the Conful
Metellus , notwithftanding his promifes, had been
acting hicherto a double part ; and' was all along
the chief encourager and fupporter of Clodius :
when Servilins therefore rofe up, a perfon of the
firft dignity, who had been honored with a triumph
and the Cenforfhip, he addreffed himfelf to his
kinfman, Metellus; and < calling up from the
< dead all the family of the Metelli, laid before
“ him the glorious a&s of his anceftors, with the
“ condud@ and unhappy fate of his Brother, in a
“ mamner fo moving, that Metellus could not
“ hold out any longer, againft the force of the
“ fpeech, nor the authority of the Speaker, but
with tears in his eyes, gave himfelf up to Ser.
 yilius, and profefled all future fervices to Cicero; *

14




M. . T. CICERO. 391

in which he proved very fincere, and from this
moment affifted his colleague in promoting Cicero’s
reltoration : “fo chat in a very full houfe, of four
« hundred and feventeen Senators ; when all the
“ Magiltrates were prefent, the decree paffed with-
« out one diffenting voice, but Clodius’s ™ :”
which gave occafion to Cicero to write a particular
letter of thanks to Vietellus, as he had done once
before , upon his firlt declaration for him =

Some may be apt to wonder, why the two
Tribunes, who were Cicero’s enemies ftill as much
as ever, did not perfevere to inhibit the decree;
fince the Negative of a fingle Tribune had an n-
difputable force to ftop proceedings ; but when
that negative was wholly arbitrary and factious,
contrary to the apparent intereft, and general in-
clination of the Citizens ; if the Tribune could not
be prevailed with by gentle means to recal it, the
Senate ufed to enter into a debate upon the merit
ofit, and proceed to fome extraordinary refolution,
of declaring the author of fuch an oppofition, an
enemy to his country ; and anfwerable for all the
mifchief, that was likely to enfue ; or of ordering
the Confuls to take care that the Republic received
no detriment ; which votes were thought to juftify
any methods, how violent foever, of removing
either the obftruction or the author of it; who
feldom cared to expofe himfelf to the rage of an
inflamed City , headed by the Confuls and the
8ecnate , and to aflert his prerogative at the peril
‘of his life. :

This in effe® wvas the cafe at prefent ; when

Cc o4
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the Conful Lentulus affembled the Senate again the
next day , to concert forhe effetual method for
preventing all farther oppofition, and getting the
decree enacted into a Taw : but before they met,
he called the people Iikewife to the Roftra ; where
he’, and all the principal Senators in their tures ,
repeated to them the fubRance of what they had
faid before in the Senate, in order to prepare them
for the reception of the law : Pompey particularly
exerted himfelf, in extolling the praifes of Cicero;
declaring, “that the Republic owed it’s prefer-
“ vation to him ; and that their common fafety
was involved in his; exhorting them to defend
and fupport the decree of the Senate, the quiet
of the City, and the fortunes of a man, who
¢ had deferved fo well of them : that this was
“ the general voice of the Senate ; of the Knights
of all Traly ; and laftly, that it was his own
earneft, and fpecial requeft to them, which he
not only defired, but implored them to grant™*.”
When the Senate afterwards met, they proceeded
to feveral new and vigorous votes, to facilitate
the fuccefs of the law : firft, “that no magiftrate
“ fhould prefume to take the Aufpices, fo as to
“ difturb the affembly of the people, when Cicero’s
“ caufe was to come before them : and that if
any one attempted it, he fhould be treated as a

% public enemy.”

Secondly , * That, if through any violence or

obftruction, the law was not fuffered to pals,

within the five next legal days of affemb?y,

Cicero fhould then be at liberty to return,

without any farther authority, ”
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Thirdly , © That public thanks fhould be given

to all the people of Italy , who came to Rome
« for Cicero’s defence ; and that they fhould be
<« defired to come again, on the day when the
« fuffrages of the people were to be taken. ”

Fourthly , © That thanks fhould be given
« likewife to all the States and Cities, which had
« received and entertained Cicero ; and that the
« care of his perfon fhould be recommended to
s ]l foreign nations in alliance with them; and
« that the Roman Generals, and all who had
< command abroad , thould be ordered to protect
% his life and fafety """

One cannot help paufing a while, to reflect on
the great idea, which thefe facts imprint of the
character and dignity of Cicero ; to fee fo valt an
Empire in fuch a ferment on his account, as to
poftpone all their concerns and interelts, for many
months fucceffively , to the fafety of a fingle
Senator '** ; who had no other means of exciting the
zeal , or engaging the affections of his Citizens,
but the genuine force of his perfonal virtues, and
the merit of his eminent fervices : as if the Republic
jtfelf could not ftand without him, but muft fall into
ruins , if he, the main pillar of it, was removed;
whilft the greateft Monarchs on earth, who had
any affairs with the people of Rome , were looking
on . to expe& the event , unable to procure any
anfwer or regard to what they were foliciting, till
this affair was decided : Ptolemy , the King of Egypt,
was particularly affected by it ; who, being driven
out of his Kingdom , came to Rome about this time,
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to beg help and protecion againft his rebellious
fubjetts ; but though he was lodged in Pompey’s
houfe, it was not poffible for him to get an audi-
ence till Cicero’s caufe was at an end.

The law, now prepared for his reftoration,
was to be offered to the Suffrage of the Centuries:
this was the moft folemn and honorable way of
tranfacting any public bufinefs, where the beft and
gravelt part of the City had the chief influence;
and where a decree of the Senate was previoufly
neceffary to make the act valid : but in the prefent
cafe , there feem to have been four or five feveral
decrees, provided at different times, which had all
been fruftrated by the intrigues of Clodius and his
friends , till thefe Iaft votes proved decifive and
effectual **. Cicero’s refolution upon them was
“ to wait till the law fhould be propofed to the
* people ; and, if by the artifices of his enemies,
“ it fhould then be obfiruGed , to come away
“ directly upon the authority of the Senate ; and
¢ rather hazard his life , than bear the lofs of his
country any longer ".” But the vigor of the
late debates had fo difcouraged the chicfs of the
faction , that they lefc Clodius fingle in the oppo-
fition : Metellus dropt him, and his brother Appius
was defirous to be quiet *™*; yet it was above
two months fill from the laft decree , before
Cicero’s friends could bring the affair to a general
vote ; which they effected at laft on the fourth of
Augult.

There bad never been known fo numerous
and folemn an aflembly of the Roman people s
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this : all Italy was drawn together on the occafion:
it was reckoned a kind of fin to beabfent ; and neither
age nor infirmity was thought a fufficient excufe for
not lending a helping hand to the reftoration of
Cicero: all the Magiftrates exerted themfelves in
recommending the law , excepting Appius and the
two Tribunes, who durft not venture however to
oppofeit : the meeting was held in the field of Mars,
for the more convenient reception of fo great a
multitude ; where the Senators divided among
themfelves the talk of prefiding in the feveral
Centuries , and feeing the poll fairly taken: the
refult was, that Cicero was recalled from exile,
by the unanimous fuffrage of all the Centuries;
and to the infinite joy of the whole City ™"

Clodius however had the hardinefs , not only
to appear, but to fpeak in this alfembly againlt the
law ; but no body regarded or heard a word that
he faid : he now found the difference mentioned
above , between a free convention of the Roman
people, and thofe mercenary affemnblies, where a
few defperate Citizens , headed by flaves and
gladiators ufed to carry all before them : where
now , fays Cicero, were thofe Tyrants of the Forum,
thofe haranguers of the mob , thofe difpofers of
kingdoms?-—- This was one of the lalt genuine
A&s of free Rome ; one of the laft efforts of public
liberty , exerting itfelf to do honor to its patron
and defender : for the union of the Triumvirate
had already given it a dangerous wound ; and
their diffenfion, which not long after enfued,
entirely deftroyed 1t.
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But it gave fome damp to the joy of this
glorious day , that Cicero’s Son-in-law Pifo happened
to die not long before it, to the extreme grief of
the family ; without reaping the fruits of his Piety,
and fharing the pleafure and benefit of Cicero’s
return. His praifes however will be as immortal as
Cicero’s writings , from whofe rcpe;fled character
of him we learn, *“that for parts , probity, virtue,,
* modefty , and for every accomplifbment of a
“ fine Gentleman and fine {peaker, he fcarce left his
equal behind him, among all the young Nobles
“ of that age ***.”

Cicero had refolved to come home, in virtue
of the Senate’s decree, whether the law had paffed
or not ; but perceiving from the accounts of all
his friends, that it could not be defeated any longer,
he embarked for Italy on the fourth of Auguft , the
very day on which it was enacted ; and landed the
next at Brundifium, where he found his daughter
Tullia already arrived to receive him. The day
happened to be the annual Feftival of the Founda-
tion of the Town; as well as of the Dedication of
the Temple of Safety at Rome; and the birth-day
likewife of Tullia ; as if Providence had thrown
all thefe circumftances together to enhance the joy
and folemnity of his landing ; which was celebrated
by the people with the moft profufe expreflions
of mirth and gatety. Cicero took up his quarters
again with his old hoft Lenius Flaccus , who had
entertained him fo honorably in his diftrefs, a
perfon of great learning as well as generofity ; here
he received the welcome news in four days from
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Rome, that the law was actually ratified by the
people withan incredible zeal and unanimity of all
the Centuries**”. This obliged him to purfue his
journey in all halte and takeleave of the Brundifians ;
who by all the offices of private duty , as well
as public decrees, endeavoured to teltify their
fincere refpect for him. The fame of his landing
and progrefs towards the City , drew infinite
multitudes from all parts, to fee him as he paffed ,
and congratulate him on his return : “ {o that the
¢« whole road was but one continued ftreet from
¢ Brundifium to Rome , lined on both fides with
crowds of men , women , and children ; nor was
“ there a prafecture, Town, or Colony through
¢ Ttaly , which did not decree him ftatues or public
“ honors, and fend a deputation of their principal
“ members to pay him their compliments : that
it was rather lefs than the truth, as Plutarch
“ fays, what Cicero himfelf tells us, that all Italy
¢ brought him ‘back upon it’s thoulders .  Buat
¢ that one day,” fays he, ¢ was worth an im-
“ mortality ; when , on my approach towards the
“ City , the Senate,came out to receive me, fol-
“ Jowed by the whole body of the Citizens; as if
« Rome itfelf had left its foundations, and marched
¢ forward to embrace its Preferver v

As foon as he entered the gates he faw ¢ the
“ fteps of all the Temples, Porticoes, and even
¢ the tops of houfes covered with people, who
faluted him with an univerfal acclamation , as
¢« he marched forward towards the Capitol,
¢ where freh mulutudes were expecting his

"~
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* arrival : yetin the midft of all this Joy he could
not help grieving ,” he fays,* within himfelf, to
reflect that a City fo grateful to the defender of
its liberty, had been fo miferably enflaved and
opprefled **.” 'The Capitol was the proper
feat or throne, as it were, of the Majelty of the
Empire ; where ftood the moft magnificent Fabric
of Rome, the Temple of Jupiter, or of that God
whom they ftyled the Greateft and the Beft ™*;
to whofe fhrine all, who entered the City in pomp
or triumph , ufed always to make their firlt vific.
Cicero therefore, before lie had faluted his wife
and family , was obliged to difcharge himfelf here
of his vows and thanks for his fafe reéturn ; where,
in compliance with the popular fuperflition , he
paid his devotion alfo to that tutelary Minerva',
whom , at his quitting Rome , he had placed in
the Temple of her Father. From this office of
religion he was conducted by the fame company,
and with the fame acclamations to his Brother’s
houfe, where this great proceffion ended : which,
from one end of it to the other , was fo fplendid
and triumphant , that he had reafon , he fays, to
fear, left people thould imagine that he himfelf had

contrived his late flight, for the fake of fo glorious
a reftoration ***,
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