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BOOK L

CHAP X
§ 1. Negociation for peace ingffeciual. 1. The allied

army befieges and takes Tournay. TII. The French
are defeated at Malplaguet. V. Mons furrendered.
V. Campaign in Spain. V1. The French King's
propofals of treating rejecled by the Staies - General.
VIL. Account of Dr. Sacheverel, VIIl. He is im-
peached by the Commons. YX. His trial. X. De-
bates upon it in the Houfe of Lords, XI. He js
Jilenced for z'/rr ee years. XII. Conferences at Ger-
truydenberg. XIIL Pride and obflinacy of the Dutch.
XIV. Dozzay befieged and taken by the confederates ,
as well as Bethune , Aire, and St Ver‘emf XV.
King Gharles obtains a vic lory over Philip at Sara-
gofla, and enters Madrid. XVIL Boutle qf Villa-
viciofa. XVII. The Whig. nzmr/f:y difgraced. X VI}].
The parliament is dq/o/ve. XIX. Meeting of the
new parliament. XX. The Duke of ] (zu’buroucr/z
infulted and reviled. XX, Inquiry into the cond: zﬁ
of the war in Spain. XXII, Severevotcsin the Houfe
Vou. 1L 3
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of Commons againf? thofe who invited over the poor
Palatines. XX 1. Harley flabbed atthecouncil-board
by Guifeard, and created Earl of Ozford. XXIV.
Death of the Emperor Jojeph. XXV Reprejentation
by theCommons to the Queen. XXVI. Proceedings in
the convocation. XXV 1L The Duke of Marlborough
cont nues to command the allied army. XXVIIL
He [urprifes the French lines. XXIX. Reduces Bou-
chain. XXX, The Duke of Argyle commands the
Britifh troops in Spain. King Charles eleted Em-
peror. XXXI. Ezxpedition to Canada. XXXIL
Infolence of the Jacobites in Scotlund. XXXII1. 4
negociation fet on foot between the courts of France
and England.  XXXI1V. Prior is fent to Fontaine-
bleau. XXXV. Menager arrives privately in Eng-
land. XXXVI. The French King's propofals difa-
greeable to the alliess. XXXVIL. Violent debates
upon them in theHoufe of Lords. XXXVIill. The
Dutke of Hamilton's title of Duke of Brandon difal-
lowed. Bill againfl occafional conformity peaffes.
XXXIX. Duke of Marlborough difmiffed from all
his employments. Twelve new Peers created. XL.
Prince Eugene of Savoy arrives in England. X LI
Walpole expelled the Houfe of Commons. XLII
Votes againft the Duke of Marlborough. XLIIL
Refolurions againfi the barrier - treaty and the Dutch.
KLIV. Ads unfavorable to the prefbyterian difci-
pline in Scotland.

BOOK § I.‘ l HE French King was by this time reduced

to fuch a ftate of humiliation by the lofles of the laft
campain , and a fevere winter, which completed the




ANNE 3

mifery of his fubjects , that he refolved to facrificeall ¢y a ».
the confidera:ions of pride and umbition,as well as the X.
interelt of his grandfon, to his defire of peace, which oy
was now become {o necellary and indifpenfible. He
difpatched the prefident Rouillé privately to Hol
land, with general propofals of peace , and the offer
of a good barrier to the States General, ftill entertain-
ing hopes of being able to detach them from the con-
federacy. This minifter conferred in fecret with Buys
and Vanderduflen, the penfionaries of Amfterdam
and Gouda, at Moerdyke, from whence he was per-
mitted to proceed to Woerden, between Leyden
and Utrecht. The States immediately communicated
his propofals to the courts of Vienna and Great-Bri-
tain. Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough
arrived acthe Hague in April, and conferred with the
grand penfionary Heinfius, Buys, and Vanderdulflen,
on the fubject of the French propofals, which were
deemed unfatisfactory. Rouillé immediately difpat-
ched a courier to Paris, for further infiructions ; and
the Duke of Marlborough retuined to England, to
make the Queen acquainted with the progréfs of the
negociation. Louis, in order to convince the flates
of his fincerity, fent the Mlarquis de Torcy, his fe.
cretary for foreign affairs , to the Hague, with frefh
offers, to which the deputies would make no anfwer
until they knew the fentiments of the Queen of Great-
Britain. The Duke of Marlborough crofled the feas
a fecond time, accompanied by the Lord Vifcount
Townihend, asambaffador extraordinary, and joint-
plenipotentiary : Prince Eugene being likewile at the

Hague, the conferences were begun. The French
B2
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g o o k¢ minifter declared that his malter would confent to

I.
17¢9.

the demolition of Dunkirk : that he would abandon
the Pretender, and difmifs him {from his non‘:m{mq :
that he would acknowledge the Queen’s title and
the proteftunt fucceflion : that he would renounce
all pretenfions to the Spanilk monarchy, and cede
the places in the Netherlands which the States-Gene-
ral demanded for their barrier: that he would treat
with the Fmperor on the footing of the treaty con-
cluded at Ryfwick, and even demolifh the fortifi-
cations of Strafburgh. The minifters of the allres,
rendered proud and wanton by fuccefs, ond feeing
their own private intereft in the continuation of
the war, infifted upon the reflitution of the Upper
and Lower Alface to the empire: upon the French
monaich’s reftoring Strafburgh in its prefent condi-
tion : upon his ccdmg the town and caftellany of
Lifle, demolifbing Dunkirk , New - Brifac , Fort-
Louis, and Huningen. Inaword, their demands
wete {o infolent, that Louis would not have fuffered
them to be mentioned in bis hearing , had not he
been reduced to the laft degree of diftrefs.  One
can hardly read them without fecling a fentiment
of compaffion for that monarch’, who had once
given law to B urope, and been folong accuftomed
to vum‘j and conqueft. Notw 'th{landmg the dif-
couraging difpatches he had received from the pre-
fident .f.mnhe, after his firt conferences with che
depniim he could not believe that the Dutch would
be fo biind to their own intereft, as to reject the
advantages in commerce, and the bnrrim- which he
had offered. He could not conceive thit they would
chufe to bear the burden of excellive taxes in
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profecuting a war, the events of which w ould always C H AP.
be uncertain, rather than enjoy the bleflings of peace, X.
fecurity, and advantageous commerce : he flatcered £705-
himfelf, thac the allies would not fo far deviate from

their purpofed aim of eftablithing a balance of
power, as to throw fuch an enormous weight into

the fcale of the houfe of Auftria, which cherifhed

all the dangerous ambition and arbitrary puncqw

without the liberali ity and fentiment peculiar to th“

houfe of Bourbon. In proportion as they rofe in

their demands, Louis fell in his condefcenfion. His
fecretary of ftate , the Marquis de Torey, pofted iu
difguife to Holland on the faith of a common blan!

pallport. Helfolicited, hefoothed, he ;1"phcc.'.'ui

and made conceflions in the name of his fovereign.

He found the States were wholly guided | oy the 1n-
fluence of Prince Bugene and the Duke of Marlbo-
rough, He found thefe generals elated, haughty,
overb aring, aadzmolamhh Hein prnnm attacked

the Duke of Ixfiar}aorougn on his weakelt fide: he
oitered to td-tll-‘b}c‘ﬂ].:ﬂ large fum of money , pro-

:

vided he would effect a peace on certain conditions.
The pr

pofal was ]-.IGL_LCU The Duke found his
enemics in England increafing

-
o ?

e
and his credit at

; and he knew that nothing but
acontinuation of the war, and new v*fumm, could
upport his influence in I 1.;' ind.  Torcy was fen-
tible that iws country was uit rly exhaulted: thag
Louis dreaded nothing fo much as l"“‘-
the campaig
which th\.y in ;.L:(f as p~ eliminaries. 'i -
King was confounded at the propofals :

toas el 4
d1C3CIC LI

B3
3 .3
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B 00 K complicated pangs of grief, fhame, and indignation.

L.
1709

He rejected the preliminaries with difdain. He even
deigned to fubmit his conduét to the judgment of
his fubjects. His offers were publifhed, together
with the demands of the allies. His people interefted
themfelves in the glory of their monarch. They
exclaimed againft the cruelty and arrogance of his
enemies. Though impoverithed and half- ftarved
by the war, they refo'ved to expend their whole
fubftance in his fupport : and rather to fighc his bat- -
tles without pay , than leave himn in the dire neceffiy
of complying with {uch difhcnorible terms. Ani-
mated by thefe fentiments, they made fuch efforts as
amazed the whole world. T he preliminaries being
rejected by the French King, Rouillé was ordered
to quit Holland in four-and-twenty hours ; and the
generals of the confederates refolved to open the
campaiga without further hefitation.

§IL. Prince Fugene and the Duke of Marlborough
proceeded to Flanders, and towards the end ofJune
the allied army encamped in the plain of Lifle, to
the number of one hundred and ten thoufand fight-
ing men, A the fame time, the Marefchal Villars
accounted the moft fortunate general in France,
affembled the French forces in the plain of Lens,
where he began to throw up intrenchments, The
confederate generals having obferved his fituation ,
and perceiving he could not be attacked with any
probability of fuccels, refolved to undertake the
{iege of Tournay, the gairifon of which Villars had
imprudently weakened. Accordingly, they made
a feint upon Ypres, in order to deceive the enemy,
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and convert all their attention to that fide, while cHAP.
they fuddenly invefted Tournay on the twenty- .
feventh day of June. Though the garrifon did not = 17°%
exceed twelve weakened battalions, and four iqua-
drons of dragoons, the place wasfo ftrong, both by
art and nature, and Lieutenant de Surville, the gover-
nor,poffefled fuch admirable talents,that the fiege was
protracted , contrary to the expectation of the allies,
and coft them agreat number of men, notwithftand-
ing all the precautions that could be taken for the {a-
fety of the troops. Asthe befiegers proceeded by the
method of fap, their miners frequently met with
thofe of the enemy under ground, and fought with
bayonet and piftol. The volunteers on both fides
prefented themfelves to thefe fubterraneous combats,
in the midft of mines and countermines ready primed
for explofion. Sometimes they were kindled by ac-
cident, and fometimes {prung by defign ; fo that
great numbers of thofe brave men were {tifled below;
and whole battalions blown into the air, or buried
inthe rubbith., On the cwenty - eighth day of July,
the befiegers having effected a pracdticable breach,
and made the neceffary difpofitions for a general
affaule, the enemy offered to capitulate: the town
was furrendered upon conditions; and the garrifon
reiired to the citadel. Surville likewife entered
into a treaty about giving up the citadel: thearticles
being fent to the court of Verfailles, Louis would
not ratify them, except upon condition that there
fhould be a general ceffation in the Netherlands till
the fifth day of September. Hoftilities were re-
newed on the eighth day of Augult, and profecuted

B4
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800 ¥ with uncommon ardor and animofity. On the

3.
1709

thircieth Surville defired to capitulate on certain ar-
ticles, which were rejeted by the Duke of Marlbo-
rough , who gave him to underftand that he had
noterms to expect , but mult furrender at difcretion.
At leugth , his provifion being quite exhaufted ,
he was obliged to furrender himfelf and his garrifon
prifoncrs of war, though they were permitted to re-
turn to France, on giving their parole that they
would not act in the field until a like number of the
allies fhould be releafed.

§ LI The next object that attradted the eyes of the
confederates was the city of Mons, which they re-
{olved to befiege with all pofiible expedition. They
palled the Schelde on the third day of September,
and detached the Prince of Hefle to attack the French
hines from the Haifne to the Sombre which were
abandoned ac his 2pproach. On the feventh day of

September. M

efchal de Bouffiers arrived in the
French camp at Quicvrain , content to a& in an
inferior capacity to Villars , although his fuperior
in point of feniority. The Duke of I\farlborough
baviog received advice that the French were on
their march to attack the advanced body under
the Prince of Hefle, decamped from Havre, in
order to fupport that detachment. Op the ninth
the allies made a motion to the left, by which the
two armies were brought {o near each other, that
a mutual cannonading enfued. T}
aniouning to one hundred and

113

1e French army,
twenty  thou-
fand men , were pofted behind the wood

iBr)s ) s of
La Merce and Tanieres, in the neighbourhood
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of Malplaquet. The confederates, nearly of the fame ¢ HA 2.
number, encamped with the right near Sart and  x.
Bleron, and the left on the edge of the wood of 9%
Lagniere ; the head-quarters being at Blaregnies. The

enemy, inftead of attacking the allies , began to for-

tify their camp, which was naturally firong, with

triple intrenchments. In a word, they were fo co-

vered with lines, hedges, intrenchments, cannon, and

trees laid acrofs, that they feemed to be quite inac-

ceflible. Had the confederates attacked them on the

ninth, the batde would not have been fo bloody,

and the victory would have proved more decifive;

for they had not then begun to fecure the camp:

but Marlborough poftponed the engagement until

they fhould be re-enforced by etghu.:n battalions

which had been employed in the fiege of Tournay ;

and, in the mean time, the French fortified them-

felves with incredible diligence and difpatch. On the

eleventh day of Septembn_r, early in the morning,

the confederates, favored by a thick fog, erected

batteries on each wing, and in the centre; and
about eight o’clock, the weather clearing up, the
attack beg;m. J‘aglhy-n}: bactalions on the right,
commanded by General Schuylenburgh, the Duke
of Argyle, and other generals, and fupported by
two-and- twcrty battalions under Count Lottum, ats
tacked the left of the enemy wit zmw vigor, that,
notwitchftanding their lines and barric does, they
were in lefs than an hour driven from their intrenchs
ments, into the woods of Sart and Tanieres. The
Prince of Orange and Baron Fagel, with fix-and-
thirty Dutch bacwalions, advanced againft the righs

r
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of the enemy, pofted in the wood of La Merte, and
covered with three intrenchments. Here the battle
was maintained with the moft defperate courage on
both {ides. The Dutch obliged the French to quit
the firft intrenchment; but were repulfed from the
{econd with great flaughter. The Prince of Orange
perfifted in his efforts with incredible perfeverance
and intepidity , even after two horfes had been kil-
led ‘under him, and the greater part of his officers
cither flain or difabled. The French fought withan
obilinacy of courage that bordered on defpair, ull
fecing their lines forced, their left wing and centre
giving way , and their general, Villars, dangercufly
wounded , they made an excelleut retrear tcowards
Bivay, under the condu@ ot Boufflers, and took
poit between Quefnoy and Valenciennes. The Feld
of battle they abandoned to the confederates, with
about forty colors and ftandards, fixteen pieces of
aretllery, and good numbet of prifouers: but this
was the deareft victory the allies had ever purchafed.
About twenty thoufand of their belt troops were
killed in the engagement; whereas the enemy did
not lofe half the number, and rvetired at leifure,
perfectly recovered of that apprehenfion with which
they bad been for fome years infpired and over-
awed by the fuccelles of their adverfaries. On the
fide of theallies, Count Lottum, General Tettau,
Count Oxenftiern, and the Marquis of Tullibardine
were killed, with many other officers of diftincion.
Prince Eugene was flightly wounded on the head:
Licutenant- General Webb received a fhot in the
gx:oin The Duke of Argyle, who diftinguifhed
himiclf by extraordinary feats of valor, efcaped
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unhurt; but feveral mufket-balls penetrated through
his clothes, hat, and periwig. In the French army,
the Chevalier de St. George charged twelve times
with the houfehold- troops, and in the laft was
wounded with a fword in the arm. The Marefchal
de Villars confidently afferted, that if he himfelf had
not been difabled, the confederates would cer-
tainly have been defeated.

§ 1V. Confidering the fituation of the French, the
number of their troops, and the manner in which
they were fortified, nothing could be more rafh and
imprudent than the attack,, which coft the lives of
fo many gallant men, and was attended with fo litcle
advantage to the conquerors. Perhaps the Duke of
Marlborough thought a victory was abfolutely ne-
ceffary to fupport his finking intereft at the court of
Great-Britain. His intention was to have given battle
before the enemy had intrenched themfelves; but
Prince Eugencinfifted upon delaying the action until
the re- enforcement fhould arrive from Tournay.
The extraordinary carnage is imputed to the impe-
tuofity of the Prince of Orange, whofe aim, through
this whole war, was to raife himfelf into confidera-
tion with the States-General, by figna! a&s of mili-
tary prowefs. The French having retired to Valen-
ciennes , the allies were left at liberty to befiege
Mons, which capitulated about the end of O&ober;
and both armies were diftributed in winter-quarters.
The campaign on the Rhine produced nothing but
one fharp a&ion, between a detachment of the French
army commanded by the Count de Borgh, and a
bedy of troops under Count IMercy, who had pafled

CHAP.

1709-
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B0 0k theRhine, in orderto penetrate into Franche-Comté,

1.
¥709.

The limperizl officer was worfted in this encounter,
with the lofs of two thoufand men ; obliged to re-
yafs che river, and retived toFriburgh In Piedmont,
Felt-Marefchal Thaun commanded the confederates,
11 the room of the Duke of Savoy, who refufed to
take the field unti fome differences, which had arifen
between the Emperor and him, fhould be adjufted.
Thaun's deflign was to befiege Briangon; but the
Duke of Berwick had taken fuch precautions as fruf-
trated hisincention | though part of the troops under

2 :re employed in fupprefling an
infurrection of the Camifars, and other malecon-
tents in the Vivarez. Thefe svere entirely defeated
1n a pitched battle; and Abraham, one of their lead-
ers, being taken, was broke alive upon the wheel:
three-and - twenty were hanged , and the other pri-
foners fent to the gallies. The Pope delayed ac-
knowledging King Charles, under various pretences,
in hope that the campaign would prove favorable
to the Houfe of Bourbon: till at length the Em-
peror giving him to underftand that his army fhould
take up their winter- quarters in the ecclefiaftical
flate, his holinefs folemnly owned Charles King of
Spain, Naples . and Sicily.

§ V. The military operations in Spain and Portu-
gal werc unfavorable to the allies.  On the feventh
of May, the Pormguefe and Englih were defeated
at Caya, by the Spaniards, under the command of
the Marefchal de Bay. The caltle of Alicant, guard-
ed by two Englifh regiments had been befieged and
held out during the whole winter. At iszzugth the

he French eeneral we
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Chevalier d’Asfeldt ordered the rock to be under-
mined, and having lodged two hundred barrels of
gunpowder, gave Syburg, the governor, to under-
ftand, that two of his officers might come out and
{ee the condition of the works. This offer being ac-
cepted , Asfeldc in perfon accompanied them to the
mine: he told them he could not bear the thought
of fecing fo many brave men perifh in the ruins of a
place they had fo gallantly defended; and allowed
them four-and-twenty hours to confider on the refo-
lution they (hould take. Syburg continued deaf to
his remonftrances; and, with an obftinacy that fa-
voured more of ftupidity than of valor, determined
to ftand the explofion. When the fentinels that were
poited on the fide of the hill gave notice, by a pre-
concerted fignal, that fire was fet to the mine, the
governor ordered the guard to retire, and walked
out to the parade, accompanied by f{everal officers.
The mine being fprung, the rock opened under
their feet, and they falling into the chalm, it inftantly
clofed, and crufhed them to death. Notwithftanding
this dreadful incident, Colonel d’Albon, who fuc-
ceeded to the command, réfolved to defend the place
to the lalt extremity. Sir Edward Whitaker failed
from Barcelona to the relief of the place; but the
enemy hed erected fuch works as effedually hinder-
ed the troops from landing. Then General Stan-
hope, who commanded them, capitulated with the
Spanith general for the garrifon, which marched
out with all the honors of war, and was tranf{poit-
ed to Minorca, where the men were put into quar-
ters of refrefhment. On the frontiers of Catalonia,
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General Staremberg maintained his ground, and
even annoyed the enemy. He paffed the Segra,
and reduced Balaguer: having left a firong garrifon
in the place, he repaffed the river, and fent his
forces into winter-quarters. The moft remarkable
event of this fummer was the battle of Pultawa,
in which the King of Sweden was entirely defeated
by the Czar of Mufcovy, and obliged to take re-
fuge at Bender, a town of Moldavia, in the Turk-
ifh dominions. Auguftus immediately marched into
Poland againft Staniflaus, and renounced his own
refignation, as if it had been the effect of compul-
fion. He formed a proje@ with the Kings of Den.
mark and Pruffia, to attack the Swedifh territories
in three different places: but the Emperor and ma-
ritime powers prevented the execution of this fcheme,
by entering into a guaranty for preferving the peace
of the empire. Neverthelefs, the King of Denmark
declared war againlt Sweden, and tranfported an
army over the Sound to Schonen: but they were
attacked and defeated by the Swedes, and obliged
to re-embark with the utmoft precipitation. The
war ftill continued to rage in Hungary, where,
however, the revolters were routed in'many petty
engagements.

§ VL. Though the events of the fummer had
been lefs unfavorable to France than Louis had
reafon to exped, he faw that peace was as necef-
fary as ever to his kingdom; but he thought he
might now treat with fome freedom and dignity.
His minifter, Torcy, maintained a COI'refp011dcx1ce
with Mr. Petkum refident of the Duke of Holftein
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at the Hague: he propofed to this minifter, that
the negociation fhould be renewed; and demanded
pafles, by virtue of which the French plenipoten-
tiaries might repair in fafety to Holland. In the
mean time, the French King withdrew his troops
from Spain, on pretence of demonftrating his rea-
dinefs to oblige the allies in that particular: though
this meafure was the effet of neceflity, which ob-
liged him to recal thofe troops for the defence of
his own dominions. T he States-General refufed to
grant paffes to the French minifters; but they al-
lowed Petkum to make a journey to Verfailles. In
the interim King Philip publifhed a manifefto, pro-
telting againft 2ll that fhould be tranfaced at the
Hague to his prejudice. Far from yielding Spain
and the Indies to his competitor, he declared his
intention of driving Charles from thofe places that
were now in his poffeflion. He named the Duke
of Alba, and Count Bergheyck for his plenipoten-
tiaries,, and ordered them to notify their creden-
tials to the maritime powers: but no regard was
paid to their intimation. Philip tampered hkewife
with the Duke of Marlborough ; and the Marquis
de Torcy renewed his attempts upon that general;
but all his application and addrefs proved ineffec-
tual.  Pethum brought back from Verfailles a kind
of memorial , importing, That thofe motives which
influenced the French, before the campaign was
opened, no longer fubfifted : That the winter-feas
fon naturally produced a ceflation of arms, during
which he would treat of a general and reafonable
peace, without reltricting himfelf to the form of the.
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preliminaries which the allies had pretended to im-
pofe : That, neverthelels, he would [till treat on
the foundation of thofe conditions to which he had
confented, and fend plenipotentiaries to begin the
conferences with thofe of the allies, on the firlt day
of January. The States-General inveighed againft
this memorial, as a proof of the French King’s in-
fincerity ; though he certainly had aright to retract
thofe offers they bad formeily rejected. They came
to a refolution, that it was abfolutely neceﬁaiy to
profecute the war with vigor; and they wrote pref-
fing letters on the fubjed to their allies.

§ VII. The parliament of Great- Britain being af-
fembled on the fifteenth day of November, the
Queen, in her fpecch, told both Houfes, That the
enemy had endeavoured, by falfe appearances, and
deceitful infinnations of a defire after peace, to
create jealoufies among the allies: That God Al-
mighty had been pleafed to blefs the arms of the con-
federates with a moft remarkable victory, and other
fuccefles, which had laid France open to the im-
preflion of the allied arms, and confequently render-
ed peace more neceffary to that kingdom than it
was at the beginning of the campaign. She infifted
upon the ex ptd‘ ency of profecuting the advantages
fhe had gained; by reducing that exorbitant and
oppleiiue power which hmi fo long threatened
the liberties of I hmopc The p liament ~were as
eager and compliant as ever. They prefented con-
gratulatory addreffes: they thanked the Duke of
Marlborough for his ﬂgml fervices; while great
part of the nation reproached bim with h_\,\.m‘.;_
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wantonly facrificed fo many thoufand lives to his
own private interelt and reputation. In lefs than
a month, the Commons granted upwards of fix
millions for the fervice of the enfuing year; and
eftablilhed a lottery , with other funds, to anfwer
this enormous fupply. On the thirteenth day of
December, Mr. Dolben, fon to the late Arch-
bithop of York, cemplained to the Houfe, of two
fermons preached and publifhed by Dr. Henry Sa-
cheverel, re@or of St. Saviour’s in Southwark, as
containing pofitions contrary to Revolution - prin-
ciples, to the prefent government, and the pro-
teftant fucceffion.  Sacheverel was a clergyman of
narrow intelledts, and an over-heated imagination.
He had acquired fome popularity among thofe who
diftinguifhed themfelves by the name of High-church-
men; and took all occafions to vent his animofity
againft the diffenters.. At the fummer-affizes at
Derby, he had held forth in that ftrain before the
judges ; on the fifth day of November, in St. Paul’s
church, he, ina violent declamation , defended the
doérine of non-refiftance; inveighed againft the
toleration and diffenters; declared the church was
dangeroufly attacked by her enemies; and flightly
defended by her falfe friends: he founded the trum-
pet for the church, and exhorted the people to
put on the whole armour of God. Sir Samuel Gar-
rard, the lord-mayor, countenanced this harangue,
which was publithed under his protecion, extol-
led by the Tories, and circulated all over the na-
tion. The complaint of Mr. Dolben againft Sa-
cheverel was feconded in the Houfe of Commons
Vor. IIIL C
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by Sir Peter King, and other members. The
moft violent paragraphs were read: the fermous
were voted fcandalous and feditious libels. Sache-
verel, being brought to the bar of the Houfe,
acknowledged himfelf the author of both, and
mentioned the encouragement he had received from
the lord-mayor to print that which was entitled,
« The perils of falfe brethren.” Sir Samuel, who
was a member, denied he had ever given him fuch
encouragement. The do&or being ordered to with-
draw, the Houfe refolved he fhould be impeached
of high crimes and mifdemeanours; and Mr. Dol-
ben was ordered to impeach him at the bar of the
Houfe of Lords, in the name of all the Commons
of England. A committee was appointed to draw
up articles, and Sacheverel was taken into cuftody.
At the fame time, in order to demonlirate their
own principles, they refolved, That the Reverend
Mr. Benjamin Hoadley , rector of St. Peter’s-Poor,
for having often juftified the principles on which
her Majefty and the nation proceeded in the late
kappy revolution , had jultly merited the favorand
recommendation of the Houfe; and they prefented
an addrefs to the Queen, befeeching her to beltow
fome dignity in the church on Mr. Hoadley, for
his eminent fervices both to the church and Rate,
The  Queen returned a civil anfwer, tho ugh fhe
paid no regard to their xecommend"{tmn Hoadley
was a clergyman of found underftanding, unble-
mifhed character, and uncommon moderatmn who,
in a fermon preached before the Lord - Mayor of
London, had demonftrated the lawfulnefs of refifting
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wicked and cruel governors; and vindicated the late
revolution. By avowing fuch doédrines, he incur-
red the refentment of the high-churchmen, who ac-
cufed him of having preached up rebellion. Many
books were written againft the maxims he profeffed.
Thefe he anfwered; and, in the courle of the cons-
troverly , acquitted himfelf with fuperior temper,
judgment, and folidity of argument. He, as well
as Bihop Durnet, and feveral other prelates, had
been treated with great virulence in Sacheverel’s
fermon; and the Lord-Treafurer was fcurriloufly
abufed under the name of Volpone.

§ VIIL. The doctor being impeached at the bar
of the Upper-Houfe, petitioned that he might be
admitted to bail; but this indulgence was refufed,
and the Commons feemed bent upon profecuting
him with fuch feverity as gave difgult to men of
moderate principles. Mean while the Tories were
not idle. They boldly affirmed that the Whigs had
formed a defign to pull down the church; and that
this profecution was intended to try their firength,
before they would proceed openly to the execution
of their project. Thele affertions were fupported,
and even credited by great part of the clergy, who
did not fail toalarm and inflame their hearers ; while
emiffaries were employed to raife a ferment among
the populace, already prepared with difcontent,
arifing from a fcarcity which prevailed in almoft
every country of Europe. The minifters magnified
the dangers to which the church was expofed,
from diffenters, Whigs, and lukewarm prelates.
Thefe they reprefented as the authors of a ruinous

C2
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war, which in a little time would produce uni-
verfal famine; and as the immediate encouragers of
thofe Palatine refugees who had been brought over
to the number of fix thoufand , and maintained by
voluntary contributions until they could be con-
veniently tranfported into Ireland, and the planta-
tions in America. The charity beftowed upon
thofe unhappy firangers exafperated the poor of
England, who felt feverely the effects of the dearth,
and helped to fill up the mealure of popular dif-
content. The articles againft Dr. Sacheverel being
exhibited, his perfon was committed to the deputy-
ufher of the black-rod ; but, afterwards, the Lords
admitted him to bail. Then bhe drew up an an{wer
to the charge, in which he denied fome articles,
and others he endeavoured to juftify or extenuate.
The Commons having fent up a replication, de-
claring they were ready to prove the charge, the
Lords appointed the twenty-feventh day of February
for the trial, in Wefltminfter- hall.

§ IX. The eyes of the whole kingdom were turn-
ed upon this extraordinary trial. Tt lafted three
weeks, during which all other bufinefs was fuf-
pended ; and the Queen herfelf was every day pre-
fent, though in quality of a private fpectator. The
managers for the Commons were Sir Jofeph Jekyl,
Mr. Eyre, Solicitor-General, Sir Peter King, re-
corder of the city of London, Lieutenant-General
Stanhope, Sir Thomas Parker, and Mr. Robert
Walpole, Treafurer of the navy. The dotor was
defended by Sir Simon Harcourt and Mr. Phipps,
and affifted by Dr. Atterbury, Dr.’Smallridgc and
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Dr. Friend. A vaft multitude attended him every
day to and from Wefltminfter-hall, firiving to kils
his hand, and praying for his deliverance, as if he
had been a martyr and confeflor. The Queen’s
fedan was befet by the populace, exclaiming, “God
“ blefs your Majefty and the church. We hope
“ your Vajefty is for Dr. Sacheverel.” They com-
pelled all perfons to lift their hats to the docter,
as he pafled in his coach to the Temple, where he
lodged; and among thefe fome members of parlia-
mcnt, who were 3bufed and infulted. They deftroy-
ed feveral meeting-houfes ; plundered the dwelling-
houfes of eminent diffenters ; and threatened to pul}
down thofe of the Lord-Chancellor, the Earl of
Wharton, and the Bifhop of Sarum. They even
propofed to attack the Bank; fo that the directors
were obliged to fend to Whitehall for affiftance.
The horfe and foot- guards were immediately fent
to difperfe the rioters, who fled at their approach.
Next day the guards were doubled at Whitehall ,
and the trained bands of Weliminfter continued in
arms during the whole trial. The Commons en-
treated the Queen, inan addrels, to take effectual
meafures for fupprefling the prefent tumults, fet
on foot and fomented by papifts, nonjurors, and
other enemies to her title and government. She ex-
preffed a deep fenfe of their care and concern, as
as well as a jult refentment at thefe tumultuous
and violent proceedings. She publifhed a proclama-
tion for fupprefiing the tumults; and feveral per-
fons being apprehended , were afterwards tried for

high-treafon. Two of them were convicted, and
C3
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fentenced to die; but neither fuffered. The Com-
mons prefented another addrefs of thanks to her
Majefty, for her gracious anfwer to their firlt re-
monftrance. They took this occafion to declare,
that the profecution of the Commons againft Dr.
Henry Sacheverel proceeded only from the indil
penfible obligation they lay under to vindicate the
late happy revolution, the glory of their royal de-
liverer, her own title and adminiftration, the pre-
fent eftablilhment and proteftant fucceflion, together
with the toleration and the quiet of the government.
When the do&or’s counfel had finifhed his defence,
he himfelf recited a fpeech, wherein he folemnly
juftified his intentions towards the Queen and her
government; and fpoke in the moft refpectful terms
of the Revolution, and the proteftant fucceffion.
He maintained the do@rine of non-refiftance in all
cafes whatfoever, as a maxim of the church in which
he was educated; and by many pathetical exprel-
fions endeavoured to excite the compallion of the
audience. He was furrounded by the Queen’s chap-
lains, who encouraged and extolled him as the
champion of the church; and he was privately fa.
vored by the Queen herfelf, who could not but
relifh a dodrine fo well calculated for the fupport
of regal authority.

§ X. On the tenth day of March, the Lords being
adjourned to their own houfe, the Earl of Not-
tingham propofed the following queftion, * Whether,
“ in profecutions by impeachments for high crimes
::and mﬂ_’demeanours, by writing or fpeaking,

the particular words fuppofed to be criminal are
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% neceffary to be exprefsly fpecified in fuch impeach-
“ ments?” The judges being confulted, were una-
nimoufly of opinion, that, according to law, the
grounds of an indictment or impeachment ought to
be exprefsly mentioned in both. One of the lords
having {vggelted, that the judges had delivered their
opinions according to the rules of Weltminfter- hall,
and not according to the ufage of parliament, the
joufe refolved, that in impeachments they fhould
proceed according to the laws of the land, and the
law and ufage of parliaments. On the fixteeath day
of the month, the Queen being in the Houfe incog-

‘nito, they proceeded to confider whether or not the

Commons had made good the articles exhibited
againft Dr. Sacheverel. The Earl of Wharton ob-
ferved , that the do&or’s fpeech was a full confuta-
tion and condemnation of his fermon: that all he
had advanced about non-refiftance and unlimited
obedience was falfe and ridiculous : that the doétrine
of paflive obedience, as urged by the dotor, was
not reconcileable to the practice of churchmen: that
if the Revolution was not lawful, many in that
Houfe, and vaft pumbers without, were guilty of
blood, murder, rapine, and injuftice; and that the
Queen herfelf was no lawful fovereign, fince the
beft title fhe had to the crown, was her parliamen-
tary title, founded upon the Revolution. He was
anfwered by the Lord Haverfham in a long fpeech.
Lord Ferrers faid , if the do&or was guilty of fome
foolifh unguarded expreffions, he ought to have
been tried at common law. The Earl of Scarborough

obferved, the Revolution was a nice point, and
C 4
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above the law : he moved that they fhould adjourn
the debate, and take time to confider before they
gave judgment. Dod&or Hooper, Bifhop of Bath
and Wells, allowed the neceflity and legality of
refiftance in fome extraordinary cafes; but was of
opinion, that this maxim ought to be concealed
from the knowledge of the people, who are na-
turally too apt to refift: thatthe Revolution was net
to be boafted of, nor made a precedent: but that a
mantle ought to be thrown over it, and it fhould
be called a vacancy or abdication. He faid the ori-
ginal compa& were dangerous words, not to be
mentioned without great caution: that thofe who
examined the Revolution too nicely were no friends
to it; and that there feemed to be a neceflity for
preaching up non-refiftance and paffive obedience
at that time, when refifance was juftified. The
Duke of Argyle affirmed, that the clergy in all
ages bad delivered up the rights and privileges
of the people, preaching up the King’s power,
in order to govern him the more eafily; and,
therefore, they ought not to be fuffered to meddle
with politics. The Farl of Anglefey owned the
do&or had preached nonfenfe; but faid that was
no crime. The Duke of Leeds diftinguifhed be-
tween refiftance and revolution ; for, had not the
Iaft fucceeded, it would have certainly been rebel-
lion, fince he knew of no other but hereditary
right. The Bithop ofSalifbury jultified refiftance from
the book of Maccabees: he mentioned the con-
dud of Queen Elizabeth, who aflifted the Scots ,
the French , and the States-General , in refifting their

e
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different fovereigns, and was fupported in this prac-
tice both by her parliaments and her convocations.
He obferved that King Charles I. had aflifted the
citizens of Rochelle in their rebellion: that Manwar-
mg incurred a fevere cenfure from the parliament,
for having broached the do@rine of the divine right
of kings ; and that though this became a favorite
maxim after the reftoration, yet its warmelt affer-
ters' were the firlt who pleaded for refiftance when
they thought themfelves oppreffed. The Archbifhop
of York, the Duke of Buckingham , and other lea-
ders of the Tory-interelt, declared that they never
read fuch a piece of madnefs and nonfenfe as Sache-
verel's fermon ; but they did not think him guiley
of a mifdemeanour. Next day, Dr. Wake, Bithop
of Lincoln, accufed Sacheverel of having made a
firange and falfe reprefentation of the defign for a
comprehenfion , which had been fet on foot by
Archbifhop Sancroft, and promoted by the moft
emiaent divines of the church of England. He was
of opinion that fome ftep fhould be taken for putting
a ftop to fuch preaching, as, if not timely corrected,
might kindle heats and animofities that would en-
danger Eoth church and flate. Dr. Trimnel, Bifhop
of Norwich, expatiated upon the infolence of Sa-
cheverel , who had arraigned Archbifhop Grindal ,
one of the eminent reformers, as a perfidious pre-
late , for having favored and tolerated the difcipline
of Geneva. He enlarged upon the good effeds of the
toleration, He took notice of Sacheverel’s prefump-
tion in publifhing inflammatory prayers , declaring
himfelf under perfecution, while he was profecuted
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for offending againft the law, by thofe who in com-
mon jultice ought to be thought the faireft accufers,
and before their lordfhips, who werejuftly acknow-
ledged to be the moft impartial judges. 1o difculling
the fourth article , the Bifhop of Salifbury fpoke with
great vehemence againft Sacheverel , who, by in-
veighing againft the Revolution, toleration, and
union, feemed to arraign and attack the Gueen her-
felf; fince her Majefty had fo great a fhare in the firlt;
had often declared fhe would maintain the fecond;
and that fhe looked upon the third as the moft glo-
rious event of her reign. He affirmed that nothing
could be more plain than the doctor’s reflecting upon
her Majefty’s minifters; and that he bhad fo well
marked out a noble peer there prefent, by an ugly
and fcurrilous epithet which he would not repeat,
that it was not poffible to miftake his meaning. Some
of the younger peers could not help laughing at this
undefigned farcafm upon the Lord - Treafurer ,
whom Sacheverel had reviled under the name of
Volpone: they exclaimed, “ Name him, name him;”
and , in all probability , the zealous bifhop, who was
remarkable for abfence of mind and unguarded ex-
preffions, would have gratified their requeft, had
not the Chancellor, interpofing, declared that no
peer was obliged to fay more than he fhould think
proper.

§ XI. Afterobftinate difputes,and much virulent
f;ltercation » Sacheverel was found guilcy by a ma-
jority of feventcen voices; and four-and- thirty
peers entered a proteft againft this decifion. He was
prohibited from preaching for the term of three years:
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his two {ermons were ordered to be burnt by the
hands of the common hangman, in prefence of the
Lord - Mayor and the two (heriffs of London and
Middlefex. The Lords likewife voted that the ex-
ecutioner (hould commit to the fame fire the famous
decree pailed in the convocation of the univerfity
of Oxford , afferting the abfolute authority and in-
defeafible right of princes. A like fentence was de-
nounced by the Commons upon a book entitled ,
“ Collections of Paffages referred to by Dr. Sache-
“ verel, in his Anfwer to the Articles of Impeach-
“ ment.” Thefe he had felected from impious books
lately publifhed , and they were read by his counlel ,
as proofs that the church was in danger. Thelenity
of the {entence paffed upon Sacheverel , which was
in a great meafure owing to the dread of popular re-
fentment, his friends confidered asa victory obtain-
ed over a Whig-faction, and they celebrated their
triumph with boufires and illuminations. On the
fifth day of April, the Queen ordered the parliament
to be prorogued , after having, in her {peech to both
Houlfes , exprefled her concern for the neceffary oc-
cafion which had taken up great part of their time
towards the latter end of the feffion *. She declared
that no prince could have a more true and tender
concern for the welfare and profperity of the church
than (he had, and fhould always have; and fhe faid
it was very injurious to takea pretence from wicked
and malicious libels, to infinuate that the church was
in danger by her adminiftration.

* Burnet. Hare. Torcy. Feuquieres. Hift. of the D. of Matl-
borough. Tinddal. Voltaire.

An. 1710,
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§. XII. The French King, feeing the mifery of

his people daily increafe, and all his refources fail,
humbled himfelf again before the allies , and by the
means of Petkum , who ftill correfponded with his
minifters , implored the States-General , that the
negociation might be refumed. In order to facili-
tate their confent , he difpatched a new project of
pacification , in which he promifed to renounce
his grandfon, and to comply with all their other
demands , provided the Eletors of Cologn and
Bavaria fhould be re-eftablithed in their eftates and
dignities. Thefe overtures being rejected, another
plan was offered, and communicated to the plenipo-
tentiaries of the Emperor and Queen of Great-
Britain. Then Petkum wrote a letter to the Mar-
quis de Torcy , intimating, that the allies qumn,d
his moft Chriftian Majelty hould declare, in plain
and exprellive terms, that he confented to all the
preliminaries , except the thirty - feventh article,
which ftipulated a ceffation of arms, in cafe the Spa-
nifh monarchy fhould be delivered to King Charles
in the fpace of two months. Hefaid , theallies would
fend paffports to the French! minifters, to treat of
an equivalent for that article. Louis was even forced
to fwallow this bitter draught. He fignified his con-
fent, and appointed the Marefchal d’ Uxelles and the
Abbe Polignac his plenipotentiaries. They werenot
fuffered , howeve. , to enter Holland , but were met
by the Deputles Buys and Vanderduffen at Gertruy-
denberg. Mean while, theStates defired the Queen
of England to fend over the Duke of I\’.['u]borough
to aﬁiﬂ: them W“’.h hlS advice in tht‘.[(. Coufelences g
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The two Houfes of parliament feconded their requelt
in a joint addrefs to her Majelty , who told them fhe
had already given directions for his departure ; and
faid fhe was glad to find they concurred with herin a
juft fenfe of the Duke’s eminent fervices. Both the
letter and the addrefs were procured by the interelt
of Marlborough, tolet the Queen fee how much that
nobleman was confidered both at home and abroad.
But fhe was already wholly alienated from him in her
heart, and thefe expedients ferved only to increafe
her difgnft.

§ XIII. The French minifters were fubjected to
every fpecies of mortification. They were in a man-
ner confined to a fmall fortified town, and all their
condué narrowly watched. Their accommodation
was mean : their letters were opened ; and they were
daily infulted by injuriouslibels. TheDutch deputies
would hear of no relaxation, and no expedient for re-
moving the difficulties that retarded the negociation.
In vain the plenipotentiaries declared,that the French
King could not with decency , or the leaft regard to
his honor, wage war againft his own grandfon: the
deputies infifted upon his effecting the ceffion of
Spain and the Indies to the Houfe of Aufiria; and
fubmitting to every other article fpecified in the
preliminaries. Nay, they evenreferved to themfel-
ves a power of making ulterior demands after the
preliminaries fhould be adjufted. Louis propofed
that fome {mall provifion {hould be made for the
Duke of Anjou, which might induce him to re-
linquifh Spain the more eafily. He mentioned the
kingdom of Arragon; and this hint being difagreeable
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to the allies, he demanded Naples and Sicily. When
they urged that Naples was already in pofleflion of
the houfe of Auftria, he refiricted the provifion to
Sicily and Sardinia. He offered to deliver up four
cautionary towns in Flanders, as a fecurity for Phi-
lip’s evacuating Spain ; and even promifed to fup-
ply the confederates with a monthly fum of money,
to defray the expenfe of expelling that prince from
his dominions, fhould he refufe to refign them with
agood grace. 'Thefubftance of all the conferences
was communicated to Lord Townfhend , and
Count Zinzendorf, the Imperial plenipotentiary ;
but the conduct of the. deputies was regulated by
the Penfionary Heinfius, who was firmly attached
to Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough,
more averfe than ever to a pacification. The ne-
gociation lafted from the nineteenth day of March
to the twenty-fifth of July, during which term the
conferences were feveral times interrupted, and a
great many difpatches and new propofals arrived
from Verfailles. At length, the plenipotentiaries
returned to France, after having fent a letter to the
Penfionary,in which they declared,that the propofals
made by the deputies were unjult and impracicable;
and complained of the unworthy treatment to which
they had been expoled. Louis refolved to hazard
another campaign, not without hope, that there
mightbe fome lucky incident in the events of war,
and that the approaching revolution in the Engliflr
miniftry , of which be was well apprized, would be
productive of a more reafonable pacification. The
States- General refolved , That the enemy had
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departed from the foundation on which the nego-
ciation had begun, and ftudied pretences to evade
the execution of the capital points, the refticution
of Spain and the Indies ; and, in fhort, that France
had no other view than to fow and create jealounfy
and difunion among the allies. Lord Townfhend,
in a memorial, affured them, that the Queen en-
tirely approved their refolution, and all the fteps
they had taken in the courfe of the negociation ;
and that fhe was firmly refolved to profecute the
war with all poffible vigor, until the enemy fhould
accept fuch terms of peace as might fecure the tran-
quillity of the Chriftian world.

§ XIV. The conferences did not retard the ope-
rations_of the campaigp. Prince Eugene and the
Duke of Marlborough fet out from the Hague on
the fifteenth day of March for Tournay, in order
to affemble the forces which were quartered on the
Maefe, in Flanders, and Brabant. On the twen-
tieth of April, they fuddenly advanced to Pont-a-
Vendin, in order to attack the lines upon which the
French had been at work all the winter, hoping
by thefe to cover Douay and other frontier-towns,
which were threatened by the confederates. The
troops left for the defence of the lines retired with-
out oppofition. The allies having laid bridges
over the Scarpe, the Duke of Marlborough with
his divifion paffed that river, and encamped at
Vitri. Prince Eugene remained on the other fide,
and invelted Douay , the enemy retiring towards
Cambray. Marefchal Villars ftill commanded the
French army, which was extremely numerous and
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well appointed , conﬁdermg the diftrels of that
kingdom. Indeed , the number was augmented
by this diftrefs ; for many thoufands faved them-
felves from dying of hunger, by carrying arms in
the fervice. The Marefchal having alfembled all his
forces, pafled the Schelde and encamped at Bou-
cham, declaring that he would give bactle to the
confederates: an alteration was immediately made
in the difpofition of the allies, and proper precau-
tions taken for his reception. He advanced m
order of battle; but having viewed the fituation
of the confederates, he marched back to the heights
of St. Laurence , where he fixed his camp. His
aim was by continual alarms to interrupt the fiege of
Douay, which was vigoroufly defended by a nume-
rous garrifon , under the command of Monfieur
Albergotti, who made a number of fuccefsful fal-
lies, in which the befiegers loft a great number of
men. They were likewife repulfed in {everal af-
faults : but ftill proceeded with unremitting vigor,
until the befieged being reduced to the laft ex-
tremity, were obliged to capitulate on the twenty-
fixth of June, fifty days after the trenches had
been opened. The gencmls finding it impractic-
able to attack the enemy, who were pofted with-
in fitrong lines from Arras towards Miramont,

refolved to befiege Bethune, which was invefted
on the fifteenth day of July , and furrendered on the
twenty-ninth of Auguft. Villars marched out of his
intrenchments with a view to raife the fiege but
he did not think proper to hazard an engagement:
{ome
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fomf.* warm {kirmifhes, however, happened between
the foragers of the two armies. After the reducion of

Bethune, the allies befieged at one time the towns of

Aire and St., Venant, which were taken without
much difficulty. Then the armies broke up, ard
marched into winter - quarters.

§ XV. The campaign on the Rhine w«S pro-
ductive of no military event: nor was any thing of
confequence tranfacted in Piedmont. TI€ Duke of
Savoy being indifpoled and out of huror¥, the com-
mand of the forces fll continued -¢fted in Count
Thaun, who endeavoured to p=s the Alps, and
penetrate into Dauphiné: but#l€ Duke of Berwick
bad calt up intrenchments 17 the mountains, and
taken fuch precautions to suard them, as baffled all
the attempts of the Imperial general. Spain was
much more fruitful of military incidents. The horfe
and dragoons in the army of King Charles, headed
by General Stantope, attacked the whole cavalry
of the enemy 4t Almenara. Stanhope charged in
perfon, and with his own hand flew General Amel-
faga, who commanded the guards of Philip. The
Spanift horfe were entirely routed , together with
nins battalions that efcaped by favor of the dark-
sefs; and the main body of the army retired with
precipitation to Lerida. General Staremberg pur-
fued them to Saragofla, where he found them drawn
up in order of battle; and an engagement enfuing
on the ninth day of Auguft, the enemy were totally
defeated : five thoufand of their men were killed,
feven thoufand taken, together with all their ar
tillery, and a great number of colors and ftandards.

Vor. IIL D
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B. o x King Charles entered Saragoffa in triumph , while

Philip with the wreck of his army retreated to
Madrid. Having fent his Queen and fon to Vic-
toria, he retired to Valladolid, in order to collect
sig {cattered troops, fo as to form another army.
1 good fortune of Charles was of fhort duration.
Stanh.pe propofed that he fhould immediately fe-
cure Pa“ptlunu , the only pafls by which the French
King coud fend troops to Spain: but this falutary
fcheme was rejected. King Charles procceded to
Madrid, whid, was deferted by all the grandees;
and he had the yortification to fee that the Cafti-
lians were u“i"”“iy attached to his competitor.
§ XVL While b forces continued cantoned in
the neighbourhood of Tgledo , the King of France,
at the requeft of Philip, nt the Duke de Vendome
to take the command of ths Spanifh army, which
was at the fame time re-enfoied by detachments
of French troops. Vendome's w=putation was fo
high, and his perfon fo beloved ty the foldiery,
that his prefence was almoft equivalevt to an army.
A great number of volunteers immcdim:-_]y affem-
bled to fignalize themfelves under the eye of this
renowned general. The Caltilians were infpired
with frefh courage, and made furprifing efforts in
favor of their fovereign; fo that in lefs than three
months after his defeat at Saragoffa, he was in a
condition to go in queft of his rival. Charles,
on the other hand, was totally neglected by the
courts of Vienna and Great- Britain which took
no fteps to fupply his wants, or enable him to
profecute the advantages he had gained. In the
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il beginning of November his army marched back ¢wua p.
0 to Saragoffa, and was cantoned in the neighbour- X.
Vo hood of Cifusntes, where Staremberg eftablihed 1710:
e his head.quarters. General Stanhope, with the
. Britith forces, was quartered in the little town of
ion, Bribuega, where, on the twenty-{eventh day of
3 the moath, he found himfelf fuddenly furrounded
by the whole Spanifh army. As the place was not
arj tenable, and he had very little ammunition, he
 to was obliged, after a (hort but vigorous refiftance,

to capitulate, and furrender himfclf and all his
forces prifoners of war, to the amount of two

T, thoufand men, including three lieutenant- gef.uzrai.c,
i one major-general, one brigadier, with all the
e, colonels and officers of the refpedive regiments.
e He was greatly cenfured for having allowed him-
hich felf to be furprifed; for, if he had placed a guard
eni upon the neighbouring hills, according to the ad-

vice of General Carpenter , he might have received
notice of the enemy’s approach time eunough to
retire to Cifuentes. Thither he had detached his
aide-de-camp, with an account of his fituation,
on the appearance of the Spanifh army; and Starem-
berg immediately affembled his forces. About ele-
ven in the forenoon they began to march towards
Brihuega ; but the roads were fo bad, that night
overtook them before they reached the heights in
the neighbourhood of that place. Staremberg is
faid to have loitered away his time unneceffarily,
from motives of envy to the Englifh general,
who had furrendered before his arrival. ‘The troops
lay all night on their arms near Villa-viciofa, and
i D5
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on the twenty -ninth were attacked by the enemy,
who doubled their number. Staremberg’s left wing
was utterly defeated, all the infantry that com-
pofed it having been either cut in pieces or taken:
but the victors, inftead of following the blow,
began to plunder the baggage; and Staremberg
with his right wing fought their left with {urpri-
fing valor and perfeverance till night. Then they
retired in diforder, leaving him mafter of the field
of battle and of all their artillery. Six thoufand of
the enemy were killed on the fpot: but the allies
had {uffered fo feverely that the general could not
maintain his ground. 'He ordered the cannon to
be nailed up, and marched to Saragoffa, from
whence he retired to Catalonia. Thither he was
purfued by the Duke de Vendome, who reduced
Balaguer, in which he had left a garrifon, and
compelled him to take fhelter under the walls of
Barcelona., At this period the Duke de Noailles
invefted Gironne, which he reduced, notwithftand-
ing the feverity of the weather: fo that Philip,
from a fugitive, became in three months abfolute
mafter of the whole Spanifh monarchy, except the
province of Catalonia, and even that lay open to
his incurfions.  Nothing of confequence was at-
chieved on the fide of Portugal, from whence the
Harl of Galway returned to England by the Queen’s
permiffion. The operations of the Britith fleet,
during this fummer, were fo inconfiderable as
fcarce to deferve notice. Sir John Norris com-
manded in the Mediterranean, and with a view
to fupport the Camifars, who were in arms in the
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Cevennes, failed to port Cette, within a league
of Marfeilles, and at the diftance of fifteen from the
infurgents. The place furrendered, without oppo-
fition, to about feven hundred men thac landed
under the command of Major- General Saiffan, a
native of Languedoc. He likewife made himfelf
malter of the town and caftle of Ayde; but the
Duke de Noailles advancing with a bedy of forces
to join the Duke de Roquelaire, who commanded
in thofe parts, the Eoglifh abandoned their conquelts,
and re- embarked with precipitation. After the
battle of Pultawa the Gzar of Mufcovy reduced all
Livonia: but he and King Auguftus agreed to a
neutrality for Pomerania. The King of Sweden con-
tinued at Bender, and the Grand Signor interefted
himfelf fo much in behalf of that prince, as to declare
war againft the Emperor of Ruffia. Hoftilities were
carried on between the Swedifh and Danifh fleets with
various fuccefs. The malecontents in Hungary fuf-
tained repeated loffes during the fummer : but they
were encouraged to maintain the war by the rupture
between the Ottoman Porte and Ruffia. They were
flattered with hopes of auxiliaries from the Turks;
and expected engineers and money from the French
monarch.

§ XVIL InEngland, the effe@s ofthofe intrigues
which had been formed againft the Whig-minifters
began to appear. The trial of Sacheverel had excited
a popular fpirit of averfion to thofe who favored the
diffenters. From all parts of the kingdom addreffes
were prefented to the Queen, cenfuring all refiftance
asarebellious dodtrine, founded uponantimonarchical
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and republican principles. At the fame time counter-
addrefles were procured by the Whigs extolling the
Revolution, and magnifying the conduct of the pre-
fent parliament. The Queen began to exprefs ber at-
tachment to the Tories, by mortifying the Duke of
Marlborough. Upon the death of the Earl of Effex
fhe wrote to the General, defiring that theregiment
which had been commanded by that nobleman fhould
be given to [VIr. Hill, brother to Mrs. [Vlatham, who
had fupplanted the Duchels of Martlborough in the
Queen’s friendfhip, and was in effect the fource of
this political revolution. The Duke reprefented to
ber Majelty , in perfon, the prejudice that would
redound to the fervice from the promotion of fuch
a young officer over the heads of a great many
brave men, who had exhibited repeated proofs of
valor and capacity. He expoftulated with his fo-
vereign on this extraordinary mark of partial regard
to the brother of Virs. Mafham, which he could
not help confidering as a declaration againft him-
felf and his family, who had fo much caufe to
complain of that lady’s malice and ingratitude. To
this remonfirance the Queen made no other reply,
but that he would do well to confult his friends.
The Earl of Godolphin enforced his friend’s argu-
ments, though without effe&t ; and the Duke retired
in difguft to Windfor. The Queenappeared at coun-
cil without taking the lealt notice of his abfence,
which did not fail to alarm the whole Whig-faction.
Several noblemen ventured to fpeak to her Majelty
on the fubjec, and explain the bad confequences
of difobliging 2 man who had done fuch eminent




A N N E. 39

fervices to the nation. She told them his fervices
were ftill freh in her memory; and that fhe re-
tained all her former kindnels for his perfon. Hear-
ing, however, that a popular clamor was raifed,
and that the Houle of Commons intended to pafs
fome votes that would be difagreeable to her and
her new counfellors , fhe ordered the Harl of Go-
dolphin to write to the Duke, to difpofe of the re-
giment as he fhould think proper, and return to town
immediately. Before he received this intimation he
had fent a letter to the Queen, defiring fhe would
permit him to retire from bufinefs. ln anf{wer to
this petition , fhe affured him his fufpicions were
groundlefs, and infifted upon his coming to council,
The Duchefs demanded an audience of her Majefty,
on pretence of vindicating her own character from
fome afperfions. She hoped to work upon the
Queen’s tendernels and retrieve the influence fhe
bad loft. She protefted, argued, wept, and fup-
plicated : but the Queen was too well pleafed with
her own deliverance from the tyranny of the other’s
friendfhip, to incur fuch flavery for the future.
All the humiliation of the Duchefs ferved only to
render herfelf the more contemptible, The Queen
heard her without exhibiting the leaft fign of emo-
tion, and all fhe would vouchfafe, was a repe-
tition of thefe words, “You defired no anfwer,
« and you fhall have none:” alluding to an ex-
preflion in a letter (he bad received from the duchefs.
As an additional mortification to the miniftry, the
office of lord - chamberlain was transferred from the
Duke of Kent to the Duke of Shrew(bury, who
D4
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bad lately voted with the Tories, and maintained
an intimacy of correfpondence with Mr. Harley.
The ntereft of the Duke of Marlborough was not
even fufficient to prevent the difmiffion of his own
fon-in-law, the Farl of Sunderland, from the poft
of fecretary of ftate, in which he was fucceeded by
Lord Dartmouth.

§ XVIL 1he Queen was generally applauded
for thus afferting ber jult prerogative, and fetting
herfelf free from an arbitrary cabal, by which fhe
had been fo long kept in dependence. The Duka
of Beaufort went to court on this occafion, and
told ber Vajefty , he was extremely glad that he
could now falute her Queen in reality. The whole
Whig-party were jultly alarmed at thefe alterations.
The directors of the Bank reprefented to her Ma-
jefty the prejudice that would undoubtedly accrue
to public credit from a change of the miniftry.
The Fmperor and the States- General interpofed
in this domeftic revolution. Their minifters at
London prefented memorials explaining in what
maonner foreign affairs would be influenced by an
alteration in the Britifh miniftry. The Queen affured
them, that, whatever changes might be made, the
Duke of Marlborough fhould be continued in his
employments. In the month of Augult the Earl of
Godolphin was divelted of his office , and the Trea-
fury put in commiflion, fubje@ed to the dire@ion of
Harley, appointed chancellor of the Exchequer and
under-treafurer. The Earl of Rochefter was declared
prefident of the council, in the room of lord Somers -
the ftaff of lord - teward being taken from the Duke
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i of Devonthire, was given to the Duke of Bucking- ¢H A P.
. ham; and Mr. Boyle was removed from the fecre- x.
M tary’s office, to make way for VIr. Henry St. John. 10
W The Lord - Chancellor having refigned the great feal,
i it was firft put in commiffion, and afterwards given
to Sir Simon Harcourt. The Earl of Wharton fur-
rendered his commiffion of lord - lieutenant of Ire-
land, which the Queen conferred on the Duke of
Ormond. The Earl of Orford withdrew himfelf from
the board of Admiralty ; and Mr. George Granville
oz was appointed fecretary of war, in the room of
ml  IVIr. Robert Walpole, The command of the forces
he  inPortugal was beftowed upon the Earl of Portmore:
le the Duke of Hamilton was appointed lord-lieutenant
S, of the county palatine of Lancafter. Ina word, there
l=  was notone Whig left in any office of ftate, except
n:  the Duke of Marlborough, who would have re-
" nounced his command, had not he beeu earneftly
diffuaded by his particular friends from taking fuch
1 a ftep as might have been prejudicial to the in-
e tereft of the nation. That the triumph of the Tories
yu might be complete, the Queen diffolved the Whig-
parliament, after fuch precautions were taken as
could not fail to influence the new ele@ion in favor
;  of the other party.
1df § XIX. To this end nothing fo effedually con-
r»  tributed as did the trial of Sacheverel, who was
o ufed as an infirument and tool to wmd and turn
i the paffions of the vulgar. Having been prefented
f - toabenefice in North- Wales, he went in pmcefﬁon
s to that country, with all the pomp and magnifi-
. cence of a fovereign prince. He was fumptuoufly
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entertained by the univerfity of Oxford, and dif-
fcrent noblemen, who, while they wor(hipped him
as the idol of their faction, could not help defpifing .
the object of their adoration, He was received in
feveral towns by the magiftrates of the corporation
in their formalities, and often attended by a body
of a thoufand horfe. At Biidsenorth he was met
by Mr. Crefwell ac the head of four thoufand horfe,
and the like number of perfons on foot, wearing
white knots edged with gold, and three leaves of
gilt laurel in their hats. The hedges were for two
miles drefled with garlands of flowers, and lined
with people; and the fteeples covered with fireamers,
flags, and colors. Nothing was heard but the cry
of *the church and Dr. Sacheverel” The clergy
were actuated by a {pirit of enthufiafm, which feemed
to fpread like a contagion through all ranks and
degrees of people, and had fuch effe upon the
elections for the new parliament, that very few
were returned as members but fuch as had diftin.
guifhed themfélves by therr zeal againlt the W hig-
adminiftration. Now the Queen had the pleafure
to fee all the offices of ftate, the lieutenancy of
London, the management of corporations, and the
direction of both Houfes of parliament in the hands
of the Tories. When thefe met on the twenty - fifth
day of November, Mr. Bromley was cholen fpeaker
without oppofition. The Queen, in her fpeech,
recommended the profecution of the war with vigor,
efpecially in Spain. She declared herfelf refolved
to fupport the church of England; to preferve the
Britith conftitution according to the union; to
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n maintain tbe indulgence by law allowed to fcrupu- cHAP.
lous confciences; and to employ none but fuch as  Xx.
were heartily attached to the proteftant fucceflion ‘7o
in the Houfe of Hanover. The Lords, in their
addrefs, promifed to concur in all reafonable mea-

it

edn

bad_: fures towards procuring an honorable peace. The
r*l Commons were more warm and hearty in their af-
U furances, exhorting her Majefty to difcountenance
anr.[_: all fuch principles and meafures as had lately threa-
&

tened her royal crown and dignity; meafures,
which, whenever they might prevail, would prove
fatal to the whole conftitution, both in church and
5 ftate. After this' declaration they proceeded to
) confider the eftimates, and chearfully granted the
"™ fupplies for the enfuing year, part of which was
raifed by two lotteries. In the Houle of Peers, the
Earl of Scarborough moved that the thanks of the
Houfe thould be returned to the Duke of Marlbo-
rough : but the Duke of Argyle made fome objec-
tions to the motion, and the genecral’s friends,
dreading the confequence of putting the queftion,
poltponed the confideration of this propofal
until the Duke fhould return from the continent.
The Earl of Peterborough was appointed ambal-
fador extraordinary to the Imperial court: the Earl

R of Rivers was fent in the fame quality to Hanover:
peas IMr. Richard Hill was nominated envoy extraor-
et dinary to the United Provinces, as well as to the
it council of ftate appointed for the government of

the Spanifh Netherlands , in the room of Lieutenant-
General Cadogan. Meredith, Macartoey, and
;' Honeywood were deprived of their regiments,
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becaufe in their cups they had drunk confufion to
the enemies of the Duke of Marlborough.

§ XX. Thisnobleman arrived in England towards
the latter end of December. He conferred about
half an hour in private with the Queen, and next
morning aflifted at a committee of the privy-coun-
cil. Her Majelly gave him to underftand that he
needed not to expeé the thanks of the parliament
as formerly; and told him fhe hoped he would
live well with her minifters. He exprefled no re-
fentment at the alterations which had been made;
but refolved to acquiefce in the Queen’s pleafure,
and retain the command of the army on her own
terms. On the fecond day of January, the Queen
fent a meffage to both Houifes, intimating that there
bad been an adion in Spain to the difadvantage
of King Charles : that the damage having fallen
particularly on the Englifh forces, fhe had given
directions for fending and procuring troops to re-
pair the lofs, and hoped the parliament would ap-
prove her condu@&. Both Houfes feized this oppor-
tunity of venting their fpleen againft the old mi-
niftry. The hiftory of England is difgraced by the
violent condu& of two turbulent faGions, which,
in their turn, engroffed the adminiftration and legif-
lative power. The parliamentary ftrain was quite
altered. One can hardly conceive how refolutions
fo widely different could be taken on the fame
fubject, with any fhadow of reafon and decorum.
Marlborough, who but a few months before had
been fo highly extolled and careffed by the re-
prefentatives of the people, was now become the
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obje& of parliamentary hatred and cenfure, though
no fenfible alteration had happened in his conduét
or fuccefs. That hero, who had retrieved the
glory of the Britith arms, won fo many battles,
fubdued fuch a number of towns and difiri&s,
humbled the pride, and checked the ambition of
France, fecured the liberty of Europe; and, as it
were, chained viory to his chariot-wheels, was
in a few weeks dwindled into an obje& of con-
tempt and derifion. He was ridiculed in public
libels, and reviled in private converfation. Inftances
were every where repeated of his fraud, avarice,
and extortion; his infolence, cruelty, ambition,
and mifcondu: even'his courage was called in
queftion; and this confummate general was repre-
fented as the loweft of mankind., So unftable is
the popularity of every character that flutuates
between two oppofite tides of fa&ion.

§ XXL The Lords, in their anfwer to the Queen’s
meflage, declared, that as the misfortune in Spain
might have been occafioned by fome preceding mil-
management, they would ule their utmoft endea-
vours to difcover it, fo as to prevent the like for
the future. They fet on foot an inquiry concerning
the affairs of Spain ; and the Earl of Peterborough
being examined before the committee, imputed
all the mifcarriages in the courfe of that war to the
Earl of Galway and General Stanhope. Notwithftand-
ing the defence of Galway, which was clear and
convincing, the Houfe refolved, That the Earl of
Peterborough had given a faithful and honorable ac.
count of the councils of war in Valencia : That the
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Earl of Galway, Lord Tyrawley, and General
Stanhope, in advifing an offenfive war, had been
the unhappy occafion of the battle at Almanza, the
fource of our misfortunes in Spain, and one great
caufe of the difappointment from the expedition to
Toulon, concerted with her Majefty. They voted,
That the profecution of an offenfive war in Spain
was approved and direed by the minifters, who
were, therefore, juftly blamable, as having con-
tributed to all our misfortunes in Spain, and to the
difappointment of the expedition againft Toulon:
That the Earl of Peterborough, during his com-
mand in Spain, had performed many great and emi-
nent fervices; and, if his opinion had been followed,
it might have prevented the misfortunes that enfued.
Then the Duke of Buckingham moved, That the
thanks of the Houfe {hould be given to the Earl,
for his remarkable and eminent fervices: and thefe
he adually received from the mouth of the Lord-
Keeper Harcourt , who took this opportunity to
drop fome oblique reflections upon the mercenary
difpofition of the Duke of Marlborough. The Houle
proceeding in the inquiry , paffed another vote, im-
porting, That the late minifiry had been negligent
in managing the Spanifh war, to the great prejudice
of the nation. Finding that the Portuguefe troops
were pofted on the right of the Hnglifh at the
battle of Almanza, they refolved, that the Earl of
Galway, in yielding this point, had aded contrary
to the honor of the imperial crown of Great- Britain.
Thefe refolutions they included in an addrefs to the
Queen, who had been prefent during the debates,
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which were extremely violent; and to every fepa-
rate vote was attached a fevere proteft. Thcfe
were not the proceedings of candor and national
juitice, but the ebullitions of party -zcal and ran-
corous animofity.

§ XXU. While the Lords were employed in this
inquiry, the Commons examined certain abufes
which had crept into the management of the navy;
and fome cenfures were palled upon certain perfons
concerned in contradts for vidtualling the feamen.
The inhabitants of St. Glave’s and other parifhes
prefented a petition, complaining that a great num-
ber of Palatines, inhabiting one houfe, might pro-
duce among them a contagious diftemper; and in
time become a charge to the public, as they were
deftitute of all vilible means of fubfifience. This
petition had been procured by the Tories, that the
Houfe of Commons might have another handle for
attacking the late miniftry. A committee was ap-
pointed to inquire upon what invitation or encou-
ragement thofe Palatines had come to England.
The papers relating to this affair being laid before
them by the Queen’s order, and perufed, the Houfe
refolved , That the inviting and bringing over the
poor Palatines of all religions, at the public ex-
penfe, was an extravagant and unreafonable charge
to the kingdom, and a fcandalous mifapplication
of the public money, tending to the increafe and
oppreflion of the poor, and of dangerous confe-
quence to the conftitution in church and {tate; and,
That whoever advifed their being brought over was
an enemy to the Queen and kingdom. Animated
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by the heat of this inquiry, they paffed the bill to
repeal the a& for a general naturalization of all
proteftants: but this was rejeed in the Houfe of
Lords. Another bill wasenaced into alaw , import.
ing, That no perfon fhould be deemed qualified for
renrefenting a county in parliament, unlefs he pof:
feffed an eftate of fix hundred pounds a-year; and
reftri®ing the qualification of burgefs to half that
fum. The defign of this bill was to exclude trading
people from the Houfe of Commons, and to lodge thc
]eg1ﬂative power with the land-holders. A third act
paffed, permitting the importation of French wine
in neutral bottoms : a bill againft which the Whigs
loudly exclaimed, as a national evil, and a fcan-
dalous compliment to the enemy.

§ XXIII. A violent party in the Houfe of Com-
mons began to look upon Harley as a lukewarm
Tory, becaule he would not enter precipitately into

all their fa¢tious meafures : they even began to fufped
}w: principles, when his credit was re-eftablifhed
by avery fingular accident. Guifcard, the French
partifan , of whom mention hath already been made,
thought himfelf very ill rewarded for his fervices, with
a prrmriﬂnq penfion of four hundred pounds, which
he enjoyed from the Queen’s bounty. He had been re-
nounced by St. John, the former companion of his
pleafures: he had in vain endeavoured to obtain an
andience of the Queen, with a view to demand more
confiderable appointments. Harley was his enemy,
andall accefs to her Majelty was denied. Enraged at
thefe difappointments, he attempted to make his
peace with the court of h.mc.., and offered his

fervices,
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fervices, in a letter to one Moreau, a banker, in
Paris. This packet, which he endcavoured to tranf
mit by the way of Por:ugal, was inteicepted , and
a warrant iffued our to apprchend him for high-
treafon. When the meffenger difarmed him in Se.
James’s park , he exhibited marks of guilty confu-
fion and defpair, and begged that he would kill him
direétly. Being conveyed tothe cockpit, in a fort
of frenzy, he perceived a penknife lying upon a
table, and took ic up without being percewed by
the attendants. A committee of council was imme-
diately fummoned, and Guifcard brought before
them to be examined. Finding that his correlpon-
dence with Moreau was difcovered, he defired to
fpeak in private with Secretary St. John, whom, in
all probability, he had refolved to affaflinate. His
requelt being refufed, he faid, © That’s bard ! not
« one word!” St. John being out of his reach , he
ftepped up to Mr. Harley , and exclaiming, “Have
« at thee, then!” ftabbed him in the brealt with the
penknife which he bad concealed. The inftrument
broke upon the bone, without penetrating into the
cavity : neverthelefs, he repeated the blow with
fuck force, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer
fell to the ground. Secretary St. John , feeing him
fall, cried out, ¢ The villam has killed Mr. Har-
¢ ly!” and drew his fword. Several other mem-
bers folowed his example, and wounded Guifcard,,
infeveral places. Yet he made a defperate defence,,
until he was overpowered by the .wucccra and
fervants, and conveyed from the council- chamber,
which he had filled with terror, tumult, and con fufion.

Vor. 1L B
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His wounds, though (‘-3‘1@)31'0".;, were not mortal:
but he died of a gangrene occafioned by the bruifes
he had m&qmm. This attempt upon the life of
Harley, by a perfon who want ted to eftablifh a trai-
terous correfpondence with France, extinguifbed

the fwfp ctons of thofe who began to doubt that

minifter’s integrity. Thetwo Houfes of parliament,
in an addrefs to the Queen, declared their belief,
that Vr. Harley’s fidclity to her Majelty, and zeal
for her fervice, had drawn upon him the batred of
all the abettors of po,“i y and faction. They belought
her Majefty to take all poffible care of her facred
perfon; and, for that purpofe, togive directions for
caufing papifts to be removed from the cities of
London and Weftminfter . A proclamation was
publifhed , ordering the laws to be firictly put in
execution againft papiflts. When Harley appeared
in the Houfe of Commons after his recovery , he
was congratulated upon it by the Speaker, in a florid
and fulfome premeditated fpeech. An act was pal-
fed, decrecing , That an attempt upon the life ofa
privy - counfellor fhould be felony without benefit
of clergy. The Earl of Rochefter dying, Harley
became fole minifter, was created baron of Wig-
more, and raifed to the rank of earl, by the noble
and ancient titles of Oxford and Mortimer: to crown
his profperity , he was appointed lord-treafurer, and
velted with the fupreme adminifiration of affairs.

* Burnet. Quincy. Feuguieres. Torcy. Burchet. Hift. of the
D. of Marlborongh. Mil. Hift. Conduc of the Duchefs of
Marlborough. Tindal. Lives of the Admirals, Voltaire,
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§ XXIV. The Commons empowered certain per- ¢ H A B,
foos to examine all the grancs made by King William, X
: andreport the value ofthem , as well as the confidera- 171t
. tionsupon which they were made. Upon their report
abill was formed, and paffed that Houfe; buc the
Lordsrejected ic at the firft reading.  Their next ftep
was to examine the public accounts, with a view to
fix an imputation on the Earl of Godolphin. They
voted, Thatabove five- and- thirty millions of the
money granted by parliament remained unaccounted
for. This fum, however, included {fome accounts in
the reigns of King Charles and King William. One
half of the whole was charged to Mr. Bridges, the
paymafter, who had actually accounted for all the
money he had received , except about three millions,
though thefe accounts had not palled through the
auditor’s office. The Commons afterwards proceeded
to inquire into the debts of the navy, that exceeded
five millions, which, with many other debts, were
thrown into one ftock , amounting to nine millions
four- hundred and feventy - one thoufand three hun-
dred and twenty-five pounds. A fund was formed for
paying an intereft or annuity of fix per cent. until the
principal (hould be difcharged ; and with this was
granted a monopoly of a projected trade to the South-
Sea, vefted in the proprietors of navy - bills, deben-
tures, and other public fecurities, which wereincor-
porated for this purpofe. Such was the origin of the
South-Sea company , founded upon a chimerical fup-
pofition, that, the Englifh would be permitted to
trade upon the coalt of Peru in the Weft-Indies.
Perhaps , the new miniftry hoped to obtain this
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B0 0 K permiflion. as anequivalent for their abandoning the

1.
1751,

intereft of King Charles, with refpec to his preten-
fions upon Spain. By this time the Emperor Jofeph
had died of the fmall pox without male iffue ; {o that
kis brother’s immediate aim was to fucceed him on
the Imperial throne. This event was, on the twen-
tieth day of April , communicated by a meffage from
the Queen to both Houfes. Shetold them, thatthe
States- General had concorred with bher in a refolu-
tion to fupport the Houfe of Aufina; and that they
had already taken fuch meafures as would fecure the
ele@ion of Charles as head of the empire,

§ XXV. The Houfe of Commons, in order to
demonfirate their attachment to the church, 10 con-
fequence of anaddrefs from the lower houfe of con-
vocation, and a quickening meflage from the Queen,
paffed a bill for building fifty new churches in the
fuburbs of London and Weltminfier, and appro-
priated for this purpofe the duty upon coals, which
had been granted for the building of St. Paul’s, now
finifhed. Thisimpofition was continued until it (hould
raife the fum of three hundred and fifty thoufand
pounds. At the clofe of the feflion, the Commons pre-
fented a remonftrance or reprefentation to the Queen,
in which they told her, that they had not only rai-
fed the neceffary fupplies, but alfo difcharged the
heavy debts of which the nation bad fo long and
juftly complained. They faid, that, in tracing the
caufes of this debt, they had difcovered frand, em-
bezzlement, and mifapplication of the public mo-
nay: that they who of late years had the manage-
ment of the Trealury were guilty of notorious breach
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of truft and injuftice to the nation, in allowing above
thirty millions to remain unaccounted for; a purpo-
fed omiffion that looked like a defign to conceal
embezziements. They begged her Majefty would
give immediate direQions for compeiling the feveral
imprell accountants {peedily to pals their accounts.
They exprefled their hope, that fuch of the accoun-
tants as had neglected their duty in profecucing their
accounts ought no longer to be intrufted wich the
public money, They affirmed, that frony all thefe
evil practices and worfe defigns of fome perfons,
who had, by falle profeffions of love to their coun-
try, infinuated themfelves into her royal favor, irre-
parable mifchief would have accrued to the public,
had not her Majefty, in her great wildom, feafon-
ably difcovered the fatal tendency of fuch meaflures,
and removed from the adminiftration thofe who had
fo ill ‘anfwered her Majefty’s favorable opinion, and
in fo many inftances grofsly abufed the truft repofed
m them. They obferved, that her people could with
greater pagience have fuffered the manifold injuries
done to themfelves, by the frauds and depredations
of fuch evil minifters , ¥ad not the fame men pro-
ceeded to treat her facred perfon with undutifulnefs
and difregard. This reprefentation being circulated
111"#1 igh the kingdom, produced the dcﬁrﬂd effedt

mﬂamm the minds of the people againft the late
mtmﬁry. Such expedients were bccome neceﬁ";zry
for the execution of Oxford’s project, which was
to put a fpeedy end to a war that had already
fubjeed the people to grievous oppreflion,
and even accumulated heavy burdens to be
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tranfmitted to their pofterity. The nation was in-
fpired by extravagant ideas of glory and conqueft,
even to a rage of war- making; fo that the new mi-
nifters, in order to difpei thofe dangerous chime-
ras, were obliged to take meafures for exciting their
mdignation and contempt againft thofe perfons
whom they had formerly idohzed as their heroes and
patriots. On the twelfth day of June, the Queen,
having given the royal affent to feveral public and
private bills, made an affeGionate fpeech to both
Houfes. Shethanked the Commons, inthe warmeft
expreflions, for having complied with all her defires;
for having baffled the expectations of her enemies in
finding fupplies for the fervice of the enfuing year; in
having granted greater fums than were ever given
to any prince in one feflien; and in having fettled
funds for the payment of the public debts, fo that
the credit of the nation was reftored. She exprefled
her earneft concern for the fucceflion of the houfe of
Hanover; and ber fixed refolution to fupport and
encourage the church of England as by law ella-
blithed. Then the parliament was prorogued.

§ XXVI. Of the convocation which was affem.
bled with the new parliament, the Lower Houfe
chofe Dr. Atterbury their prolocutor. He was an
enterprifing ecclefiaftic, of extenfive learning, acute
talents, violently attached to Tory.principles, and
intimately connected with the prime minifter, Ox-
ford; fo that he directed all the proceedings in the
Lower Houfe of convocation, in concert with that
minifter. The Queen, in aletter to the archbifbop,
fignified her hope, that the confultations of the
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clergy might be of ufe to reprefs the attempts of
loofe and profane perfons. She fent alicence under
the broad feal; empowering them to fit and do bu-
finefs in as ample a manner as ever had been granted
fince the reformation. They were ordered to lay
before the Queen an account of the exceffive growth
of infidelity and herefy, aswell as of otherabufes,
that neceffary meafures might be taken for a refor-
mation. The bifhops were purpofely {lighted and
overlooked , becaufe they had lived in harmony
with the late minifters. A committee being appoint-
ed to draw up a reprefentation of the prefent Rate
of the church and religion, Atterbury undertook
the talk, and compofed a remonfirance that con.
tained the moft keen and fevere ftritures upon the
adminiftration, as it had been exercifed fince the
time of the Revolution. Another was penned
by the bifhops in more moderate terms; and fe-
veral regulations were made, but in none of thefe
did the two Houfes agree. They concurred , how-
ever, in cenfuring fome tenets favoring Arianifm,
broached and fupported by Vir. Whifton, mathe-
matical profeffor in Cambridge. He had been ex-
pelled the univerfity , and wrote a vindication of
himfelf, dedicated to the convocation. The arch-
bifhop doubted whether thisaffembly could proceed
againft a man for herefy: the judges were confulted,,
and the majority of them gave in their opinion, that
the convocation had a jurifdi¢tion. Four of them
profeffed the contrary fentiment,, which they main-
tained from the ftatutes made at the reformation.
The Queen, in a letter to the bifhops, faid, thatas
E 4
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there was now no doubt of their jurifdition, fhe
expected they would proceed in the matter before
them. Frefh feroples anfing , they determined to
examine the book . without proceeding againft the
author, and this was cenfured accordingly. An
extract of the fentence was fent to the Queen; but
fhe did not fignify her pleafure on this fubject, and
the affair rtemained in fufpenfe.  Whilton publifhed
a work in four volumes, juflifying his docrine, and
matntaining that the apoftolical conftitutions were
vot only canonical, but alfo preferable in point of
authority to the epifiles and the gofpel,

§ XXVIL The new minifiry had not yet deter-
mined to {uperfede the Duke of Marlborough in the
command of the army. This was a ftep which could
not be taken without giving umbrage to the Dutch
aud other allies.  He, therefore, fet out for Holland
in the month of February, after the Queen had affur-
ed him, that he might depend upon the punctual
payment of the forces. Having conferred with the
deputies of the States about the operations of the
campaign, he, about the middie of April, afembled
the army at Orchies , between Lifle and Douay ;
while Marefchal de Villars drew together the French
troops in the neighbourhood of Cambray and Ar-
ras. Louis bad by this time depopulated as well as
impoverifhed his kingdom ; yet his fubje&sftill flock-
ed to kis ftandard with {urprifing fpirit and attach-
ment.  Under the preflure of extreme mifery they
uttered not one complaint of their fovereign ; bue
imputed all their calamities to the pride and ob-
flinacy of the allies, Exclufive of all the other
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impofitions that were laid upon that people,they con-
{ented to pay the tenth penny of theirwhole fubftance:
but all their efforts of loyalty and affe&ion to their
prince would have been ineffectual , had not the mer-
chants of the kingdom, by the permiffion of Philip,
undertaken repeated voyages to the South- Sea,
from whence they brought home immenfe trreafures;
while the allies took no fteps for intercepting thefe
fupplies , though nothing could have been more
eafy for the Englifh than to deprive the enemy of
this great refource, and convert it to ctheir own ad-
vantage. Had a fquadron of fhips been annually
employed for this purpofe, the fubje@s of France
and Spain muft bave been literally ftarved, and Louis
obliged to fubmit to fuch terms at the confederates
might bave thought proper to impofe. Villars had
found means to affemble a very numerous army ,
with which he encaniped behind the river Sanfct,
in fuch an advantageous poft as could not be attacked
with any proflpe of fuccefs. Vlean while the Duke of
Mariborough pafled the Scarpe, and formed hisicamp
between Donay and Bouchain, where he was joined
by Prince Eugene on the twenty-third day of May.
This general , however, did not long remain in the
Netherlands. Underftanding that detachments had
been made from the army of Viilars to the Rhine,
and that the Ele@tor of Bavaria intended to a& in
the empire, the Prince by crder from the court of
Vienna, marched towards the Upper Rhine with
the Imperial and Palatize troops, to fecure Germany.
The Duke of Marlborough repaffing the Scarpe,
encamped in the plains of Lens, from whence he
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advanced towards Aire, as if he had intended to
attack the French lines in that quarter. Thefe
lines, beginning at Bouchain on the Schelde , were
continued along the Sanfet and the Scarpe to Ar-
ras, and thence along the Upper Scarpe to Canché,
They were defended by redoubts and other works,
in fuch a manner, that Villars judged they were
impregnable, and called them the Ne plus ultra of
Marlborough.

§ XXVIiL This nobleman advancing within two
leagues of the French lines, ordered a great num-
ber of fafcines to be made, declaring he would
attack them the next morning; fo that Villars drew
all his forces on that fide, in full expectation of an
engagement. The Duke, on the fuppofition that
the paffage of the Sanfet by Arleux would be left
unguarded , had ordered the Generals Cadogan
and Hompefch to affemble twenty battalions and
feventeen fquadrons from Douay and the neigh-
bouring garrifons, to march to Arleux, where
they fhould endeavour to pafs the Sanfet. Briga-
dier Sutton was detached with the artillery and
pontoons, to lay bridges over the canal near Gous-
lezen, and over the Scarpe at Vitry , while the Duke
with the whole confederate army , began his march
for the fame place about nine in the evening. He
proceeded with fuch expedition, that by five in the
morning he paffed the river at Vitry. There he
received intelligence , that Hompefch had taken
pofleffion of the paflfes on the Sanfet and Schelde
without oppofition, the enemy having withdrawn
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their detachments from that fide, juft as he had
imagined. He himfelf, with his vanguard of fifty
fquadrons, haftened his march towards Arleux,
and before eight of the clock arrived at Baca-Bachuel,
where in two hours he was joined by the heads of
the columns into which he had divided his infan-
try. Villars being certified of his intention, about
two in the morning , decamped with his whole army,
and putting himfelf at the head of the King’s houlfe-
hold troops, marched all night with fuch expedition,
that about eleven in the forenoon he was in fight
of the Duke of Marlborough, who had by this
time joined Count Hompefch. The French general
immediately retreated to the main body of his army,
which had advanced to the high-road between Ar-
ras and Cambray, while the allies encamped upon
the Schelde , between Oify and Eftrun , after amarch
of ten leagues without halting, fcarce to be paral-
leled in Hiftory. By this plan, fo happily executed,
the Duke of Marlborough fairly outwitted Villars,
and, without the lofs of one man, entered the lines
which he had pronounced impregnable. This firoke
of the Englifh general was extolled as a mafter-piece
of military fkill, while Villars was expofed to the
ridicule even of his own officers. The field - depu-
ties of the States- General propofed. that he fhould
give battle to the enemy, who paffed the Schelde
at Crevecceur, in order to cover Bouchain: but the
Duke would not hazard an engagement, confider-
ing how much the army was fatigued by the long
march; and that any misfortune, while they con-
tinued within the French lines, might be fatal. His
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intention was to beficge Bouchain; an enterprife
that was deemed mt-p;;a.éticable, inafmuch as the
place was fitnated in a morafs, firongly fortified,

and defended by a numerous Earrnfon i the neigh-
bourhood of an army fuperior in number to that of,
the allies. Notwithftanding thefe difadvantages,
and the diffualions of his own hiends, he refolved
to undertake the fiege; and, in the mean time, dif-
patched Brigadier Sutton to England, with an ac-
count of his having paffed the l*rcnch lines; which
wag not at all agreeable to his enemies. They had
prognofticated that nothing would be done during
this campaign, and began to infinvate that the Duke
could firike oo ftroke of importance without the
afliftance of Prince Eugene. They now endeavour-
ed to leffen the glory of his fuccefs; and even taxed
him with having removed his camp from a conve.
nient fituation to a place where the troops were in
danger of flurving. Nothing could be more pro-
voking rhan thig {fcandalous malevolence to a great
man who had done fo much honor to his coun-
try, and was then actually expofing his life in her
fervice.

§ XXIX. Onthe tenth day of Auguft, Bouchain
was invelted, and the Duke of Marlborough exerted
himfelf to the utmolt extent of his vigilance and ca-
p;xcit_v, well knowing the difficulties of the undertak-
ing, and how much his reputation would depe -nd
upon his fuccefs. Viilars had taken every precau-
tum that his {kill and r~-<i“nerce could {uggreﬁ, to

bafile the endeavours of the Englith general. He
had re.enforced the garrifon to the number of fix




A NNE. 61

thoufand chofen men, commanded by officers of ¢cHa p.
koown courage and ability. He made fome efforts X
toraife the fiege; but they were rendered ineffetual 171t
by the confummare prudence and adivity of the
Duke of Marlborouzh. T hen he laid a fcheme for
furprifing Douay , which ikewife mifcarried. If we
cenfider that the Englith general, in the execution

of his plan, was obliged to form lines, ere® regu-

lar forts, raife batteries, throw bridges over a river,

make a canfeway through a deep morals, provide for

the [ecurity of convoys againft a pumerous army on

i one fide, and the garnfons of Condé and Valenciennes

ki on the other, we maft allow this was the boldeft

th  enterprife of the whole war; that it required all the

out- fortitude, {kill, and refolution of a great gencral,

wt!  andall the valor and intrepidity of the confederate

mie  troops, who had fcarce ever exhibited fuch amaz-

i ing proofs of courage upon any other occafion as

they now dilplayed at the fiege of Bouchain. In

gu  twenty days after the trenches were opened, the ¥
garrifon were obliged to furrender themfelves pri-
foners of war; and this conquelt was the laft mili-

tary exploic performed by the Duke of Marlborough:

the breaches of Bouchain were no fooner repaired

'than the oppofite armies began to feparate, and

the allied forces were quartered in the frontier-
towns, that they might be at hand to take the field

early in the fpring. They were now in poffeflion

of the Vaefe, almoft as far as the Sambre; of the
Schelde from Tournay ; and of the Lys as far as it

1s navigable. They bad reduced Spanifh Guelder-

land, i.imburgh, Brabant, Flanders, and the greatelt
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part of Hainault: they were mafters of the Scarpe;
and , by the conqueft of Bouchain, they had open-
ed to themfelves a way into the very bowels. of
France. All thefe acquifitions were owing to the
valor and condu&t of the Duke of Marlborough,
who now returned to the Hague, and arrived in
England about the middle of November.

§ XXX. The Queen had conferred the command
of ber forces m Spain upon the Duke of Argyle,
who was recalled from the fervice in Flanders for
that purpofe. He had long been at variance with the
Duke of Marlborough; acircumftance which recom-
mended him the more ftrongly to the miniftry. He
landed at Barcelona on the twenty-ninth of May,
and found the Britilh troops in the utmoft diftrefs for
want of fubfiftence. The Treafurer had premifed to
fupply him liberally ; the Commons had granted one
million five hundred thoufand poundsfor that fervice.
All their hopes of fuccels were fixed on the cam-
paign in that kingdom; and indeed the army com-
manded by the Duke de Vendome was in fuch a
wretched condition, that if Staremberg had been pro-
perly fupported by the allies, he might have obtain-
ed fignal advantages. The Duke of Argyle, having
waited in vain for the promifed remittances, was ob-
liged to borrow money on his own credit, before
the Britifh troops could take the field. Ac length
Staremberg advanced towards the enemy, who at-
tacked him at the pals of Prato del Rey, where they
were repulled with confiderable damage. After this
action the Duke of Argyle was feized with a violent
fever, and conveyed back to Barcelona. Vendome




A NN E. 63

invefted the caftle of Cardona, which was vigorounf-
ly defended till the end of December, when a de-
tachment being fent to the relief of the place, de-
feated the befiegers, killed two thoufand on the
{pot, and took all their artillery , ammunition, and
baggage. Staremberg wasunable to follow the blow:
the Duke of Argyle wrote prefling letters to the
miniftry, and loudly complained that he was alto-
gether unfupported; bat all his remonfirances were
ineffeGtual : noremittancesarrived: and he returned
to England without having been able to attempt
any thing of importance. In Scptember, King Char-
les, leaving his Queen at Barcelona, fet fail for
Italy, and at Milan had an interview with the
Duke of Savoy, where all difputes were compro-
mifed. That prince had forced his way into Savoy,
and penetrated as far as the Rhine: but he fuddenly
halted in the middle of his career, and after a fhort
campaign repafled the mountains. Prince Eugene,
at the head of the German forces, proteted the
Elecors at Francfort from the deligns of the enemy,
and Charles was unanimoufly chofen Emperor; the
Electors of Cologn and Bavaria having been exclud-
ed from voting, becaufe they lay under the ban of
the empire. The war between the Ottoman Porte
and the Mufcovites was of fhort duration. The
Czar advanced fo far into [Vloldavia, that he was cut
off from all fupplies, and altogether in the power
of his enemy. In this emergency, he found means
to corrupt the Grand- Vizier in-private, while in
public he propofed articles of peace that were ac-
cepted. The King of Sweden, who was in the
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Turkifh army, charged the Vizier with treachery,
and that minifter was acually difgraced. The Grand-
Signor threatened to renew the war: but he was
appeafed by the Czar’s furrendering Afoph.

§ XXXI. The Englifh miniftry had conceived
great expeQations from an expedition againft Que.
beck and Placentia, in North- America, planned
by Colonel Nichoifon, who bad taken poffeflion
of Nova-Scotia, and garrifoned Port- Royal, to
which he gave the name of Annapolis. He had
brought four Indian chiefs to England, and repre-
fented the advantages that would redound to the
nation, in point of commerce, fhould the French
be expelled from North- America. 7 he minifters
velithed the propofal. A body of five thoufand
men was embarked in tranfports, under the com-
mand of Brigadier Hill, brother to Mrs. Mafham;
and they failed from Plymouth in the beginning
of May, with a ftrong fquadron of fhips com-
manded by Sir Hovenden Walker. At Bolion in
New-England, they were joined by two regiments
of Provincials; and about four thoufand men,
confifting of American planters, Palatines, and
Indians, rendevoufed at Albany , in order to march
by land into Canada, whilé the fleet fuiled up the
river of that name. On the twenty-firR day of
Auguft, they were expoled to a violent florm,
and driven among rocks, where cight tranfports
perifhed, with about eight hundred men. The
admiral immediately failed back to Spanifh- River
bay, where it was determined, in a council
of war, that .as the fleet and forces were
victualied
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victualled for ten weeks only, and they could not
depend upon a fupply of provifions from New-Eng-
land, they fhould return home, without making
any furtherattempt. Such was the iffue of this paltry
expedition, intrufted to the dire&ion of an officer
without talents and experience.

§ XXXIL In the Irith parliament held during the
fummer, the Duke of Ormond and the majority of
the Peers fupported the Tory-interef, while the
Commons expreffed the warmelt attachmentto Re.
volution-principles. The two Houles made {trenu.
ous reprefentations, and palled fevere refolutions
againft each other. After the feffion, Sir Conftantine
Phipps , the chauncellor, and General Ingoldiby,
were appointed juftices in the ablence of the Duke of
Ormond, who returned to England in the month of
November. InScotland the Jacobites made no feruple
of profefling their principles and attachments to che
Pretender. The Duchefs of Gordon prefented the
Faculty of Advocates with a filver medal, reprefen-
ting the Chevalier de St. George; and on the reverfe
the Britifh iflands, with the motto © reddirte. ' Afcer
fome debate, it was voted, by a majority of fixty-
three voices againft twelve, that the Duchefs thould
be thanked for this token of her regard. This talk
was performed by Duondas of Arniftoun, who than-
ked her grace for having prefented them with a
medal of their fovereign lord the King ; hoping, and
being confident, that her Grace would very foon
have an opportunity to compliment the Faculty
with a fecond medal, ftruck upon the refltoration of
the King and royal family , upon the foifhing
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rebellion, ufurping tyranny, and whiggery. An
account of this tranfadion being laid before the
Queen, the Lord-Advocate was ordered to inquire
into the particulars. Then the Faculty were fo
intimidated , that they difowned Dundas, and
Horne his accomplice. They pretended that the
affair of the medal had been tranfadted by a party at
an occafional meeting, and not by general confent;
and by a folemn aé they declared their attachment to
the Queen and the proteltant fucceflion. The court
was fatisfied with this atonement: but the refident
from Hanover having prefented a memorial to the
Queen, defiring that Dundas and his affociates
might be profecuted , the government removed Sir
David Dalrymple from his office oflord-advocate,
on pretence of his having been too remifs in profecu-
ting thofe delinquents ; and no further inquiry was
made into the affair.

§ XXXIII. For fome time a negociation for peace
had been carried on between the court of France and
the new minifters, who hada doubleaim in this mea-
fure; namely , tomortify the Whigs and the Dutch,
whom they detefted, and to free their country from
aruinous war, which had all the appearance of be-
coming habitual to the conflitution. They fore-
faw the rif[que they would run by entering into
fuch meafures , fhould ever the oppofite faction
regain the afcendency : they knew the Whigs would
employ all their art and influence, which was very
powerful , in obftruting the peace, and in rai
fing a popular clamor againit the treaty. But their
motives for treating were fuch as prompted them to
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undervalue all thofe difficulties and dangers. They
hoped to obtain fuch advantages in point of com-
merce for the fubjects of Great-Britain, as would
filence all detraction. They did notdoubt of being
able to maintain the fuperiority which they had aca
quired in parliament; and perhaps fome of them
cherifhed views in favorof the Pretender, whofe fuc-
ceflion to the crown would have effectually eftabli-
fhed their dominion over the oppofite party. The
Earlof Jerfey, who acted 1n concert with Oxford fent
a private meflage to the court of France, importing
the Queen’s earneft defire of peace, reprefenting the
impofibility of a private negociation, as the miniftry
was obliged to act with the utmoft circumfpetion,
and defiring that Louis would propofe to the Dutcha
renewal of the conferences, in which cale the Englith
plenipotentiaries (hould have fuch inflruétions, that
it would be impoffible for the States-General to pre-
vent the conclufion ofthe treaty. This intimation
was delivered by one Gualtier, an obfcure prielt,
who aced as chaplain to Count Gallas, the Imperial
ambaffador, and had been employed as a{py by the
French miniftry, f{ince the commencement of holtili-
ties. His connexion with Lord Jerfey was by means
of that nobleman’s lady , who profefled the Roman
Catholicreligion. His meffage was extremely agree-
able to the court of Verfailles. He returned to
London, with a letter of compliment from the Mar-
quis de Torcy to the Earl of Jerfey, in which that
minilter alfured him of his mafter’s fincere inclination
for peace, though he was averfe to arenewal of the
eonferences with the States-General. Gualtier wrote
F 2
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a letter to Verfailles, defiring, in the name of the
Englifh miniftry , that his Molft Chriftian Majefty
would communicate to them his propofals for a
general peace, which they would communicate to
the States-General , that they might negociate in
concert with their allies. A general anfwer bemng
made to this intimation, Gunaltier made a fecond
journey to Verfailles, and brought over a memorial,
which was immediately tranfmitted to Holland. 1In
the mean time, the Penfionary endeavoured torenew
the conferences in Holland, Petkum wrote to the
French miniftry , that if his Majefty would refume
the negociation, in concert with the Queen of Great-
Britain, he {hould certainly have reafon to be fatis-
fied with the conduct of the Dutch deputies. This
propofai Louis declined, at the defire of the En-
ghth minifters.

§ XXXIV. The States-General having perufed the
memorial, affured Queen Anne that they were ready
to join with herin contributing to the conclufion of a
durable peace: but they exprefled a defire that the
French King would communicate a more particular
plan for fecuring the intereft of the allied powers, and
for fettling the repofe of Europe. Gualtier was once
more fent to Verfailles, accompanied by Mr. Prior,
who hadrefidedin France, as fecretary to the embafiies
of the Earls.of Portland and Jerfey. This gentleman
bhad acquired fome reputation by his poetical talents;
was aman of uncommonability , infinvating addrefs,
and perfectly devoted to the Tory-intereft. He
Was empowered to scommunicate the preliminary
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demands of the Englith; to receive the anfwer of the
French King ; and demand whether or not King
Philip had tranfmitted a power of treating to his

grandfather. He arrived incognito at Fontainebleau ,

and prefented the Queen’s memorial, in which fhe
demanded a barrier for the Dutchin the Netherlands,
and another on the Rhine for the empire ; a lecunity
for the Dutch commerce, and a general fatisfaction to
all her allies. She required that the ftrong places
taken from the Duke of Savoy (hould be reliored;

and that he thould poffefs fugh towns and diftriéts
Italy as bad been ceded to him in treatjc< between
him and his allies : that Louis (hould acknowledge
Queen Anoe and the proteftant fucceflion, demolith
the fortitications of Dunkirk ; and agree to a new
treaty of commerce : that Gibraltar and Port-Mahon
fhould be yielded to the crown of England: that the

mnegro-trade in America, at that time carried on by

the French, fhould be ceded to the Enghifh , together
with fome towns on that continent , where the (laves
might be refrefhed. She expedted fecurity that her
fubjects trading to Spain fhould enjoy all advantages
granted by that crown to the moft favored nation:
that (he fhould be put in pofieffion of Newfoundland
and Hudfon’s-Bay , either by way of reltitution or
cellion; and that both nations fhould continue to
cnjny whatever territories they might be polfefled of
in North-America at the ratification of the treaties,
She likewife infifted upon a fecurity that the crowns
of France and Spain [hould never be united oo the
fame head. Her Majefty no longer infifted upon
I’hlhps being expelled from the throne of Spain by
F3 :
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the arms of his own grandfather. She now percei.
ved that the exorbitant power of the houfe of
Auliria would be as dangerous to the liberty
of Europe, as ever that of the family of Bourbon
had been, in the zenith of its glory. She might
have remembered the exceflive power, theinfolence,,
the ambition of Charles V. and Philip 1I. who had
enflaved fo many countries , and embroiled all
Europe. She was fincerely defirous of peace, from
motives of humanity and compaflion to ber fubjects
and fellow-creatures : (he was eagerly bent upon
procuring fuch advantages to her people, as would
enable them to difcharge the heavy load of debt
under which they labored, and recompenfe them
in fome meafure for the blood and treafure they had
fo lavifhly expended in the profecution of the war.
Thefe were the fentiments of a Chriftian princefs;
of an amiable and pious fovereign, who bore a fhare
in the grievances of her fubjeéts, and looked upon
them with the eyes of maternal affection. Shethought
fhe had the better title to infilt vpon thofe advan-
tages, as they had been already granted to her fub-
J€&s ina private treaty with King Charles,

§ XXXV. As Prior's powers were limited in fuch
a manner that he could not negociate, IMr. IMenager,
deputy from the city of Rouen to the Board of
‘Trade, accompanied the Englifh minifter to London,
with full powers to fettle the preliminaries of the
treaty. On his arrival in London, the Queen im-
mediately commiflioned the Duke of Shrewibury,
the Earls of Jerfey , Dartmonth, Oxford, and M,
St. John, to treac with him; and the conferences
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were immediately begun. After long and various
difputes, they agreed upon certain preliminary arti-
cles, which, on the eighth day of O&ober, were
figned by the French wminifter, and by the two
fecretaries of ftate , in confequence of a wnitten
order from her Majefty. Then Menager was pri-
vately introduced to the Queen at Windfor. She
told him fhe was averfe to war : that fhe would
exert all her power to conclude a[peedy peace: that
fhe Mhould be glad to live upon good terms with
the King of France , to whom (he was fonearly allied
in blood: fhe expreffed her hope that there would
be a clofer union after the peace between them, and
between their fubje@s, cemented by a perfect corref-
pondence and friend(hip. The Farlof Strafford, who
had been lately recalled from the Hague, where he
refided as ambaffador, was now fent back to Holland,
with orders to communicate to the Penfionary the
propolals of peace which France had made; to fignify
the Queen’s approbation of them, and propofea
place where the plenipotentiaries (hould affemble.
The Englith minifters now engaged in ao intimate
correfpondence with the court of Verfailles, and
Marefchal Tallard being releafed from his confine-
ment at Nottingham , was allowed to return to his
own country on his parole. After the departure
of Menager, the preliminaries were communicated
to Count Gallas, the Emperor’s minifter, who, in
order to inflame the minds of the people, caufed
them to be tranflated , and inferted in one of the
daily papers. This ftep was fo much refented by
the Queen, that fhe fent a meffage, defiring he
F 4
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would come no more to court ; but that he might
leave the kingdom as foon as he [bould think proper.
He took the hint, and retired accordingly; but
the Queen gave the Emperor to underfltand, that
any other minifter he fhould appoint would be
admitted by her without hefitation,

§ XXXVI The States of Holland alarmed at the
preliminaries, fent over Buys, as envoy extraor.
dipary , to intercede with the Queen, that fhe
would alter her refolutions ; but {he continued fteady
to ber purpofe , and the Earl of Strafford dem nded
the immediate concurrence of the States, declaring,
in the Queen’s name, that (he would look upon
any delay, on their part, as a refufal to comply
with her propofitions. Intimidated by this decla-
ration, they agreed to open the general conferences
at Utrecht on the firt day of January. They
granted paffports to the French minifters; while
the Queen appointed Robinfon Bifhop of Briftol,
and the Earl of Scafford, her p]empotcntiaries at
the congrefs. Charles, the new Emperor, being
at Milan when he received a copy of the prelimi-
naries , wrote circular letters to the Ele®ors and
the princes of the empire, exhorting them to perfift
in their engagements to the glmd "Hnnce. He
likewife defired the States-General toJjoin councils
with him in perfuading the Queen of f England to
rejed the propofals of Fmice and mofccure the
war; or at lealt to negociate on the foundation of
the firl prr_:llmmar:es, which had been figned by
the Marquis de Torcy. He wrote a letter to the
fame purpofe to the Queen of Great. Britain, who
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received it with the moft mortifying indifference. No CHAP.
wonder that he fhould zealoufly contend for the con- X.
tinuance of a war, the expenfe of which fhe and 7%
the Dutch had hitherto almoft wholly defrayed.
The new preliminaries were feverely attacked by

the Whigs, who ridiculed and reviled the miniftry
% jn word and writing., Pamphlets, libels, and lam-
poons were to day publifhed by one faction, and
to-morrow anfwered by theother. They contained
all the infinuations of malice and contempt, all the
bitternels of reproach, and all the rancor of recrimi-
nation. In the midft of this contention, the Queen
difpatched the Earl of Rivers to Hanover, with an
affurance to the Ele@or, that his fucceffion to the
crown fhould be effeétually afcertained in the treaty.
The Earl brought back an anfwerin writing; but,
at the fame time, his eleGoral highnefs ordered the
Baron de Bothmar, his envoy in England, to pre-
fent 2 memorial to the Queen, reprefenting the
pernicious confequences of Philip’s remainig in pof-
feffion of Spain and the Welt-Indies. This remon-
firance the Baron publifhed, by way of appeal to
the people, and the Whigs extolled it with the
highelt encomiums: but the Queen and her minifters
refented this ftep, as an officious and inflammatory
interpofition.

§ XXXVIIL The propofals of peace made by the
French King were difagreeable even to fome indi-
wi viduals of the Tory-party, and certain peers, who
4k had hitherto adhered to that intereft, agreed with
4 the Whigs, to make a remonfirance againft the
qb  preliminary articles. The court being apprized of
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their intention, prorogued the parliament till the
feventh day of December, in expectation of the
Scottifh peers, who would calt the balance in
favor of the miniftry. In ber fpeech, at the opening
of the feffion, Me told them that, notwith{tanding
the arts of thofe who delighted in war, the place
and time were appointed for a congrefs : and that
the States-General had expreffed their entire confi-
dence in her condad. She declared her chief
concern fhould be to fecure the fucceffion of the
crown in the Houfe of Hanover; to procure all
the advantages to the nation which a tender and
affectionate fovereign could procure for a dutiful
and loyal people; and to obtain fatisfaction for all
ber allies. She obferved, that the moft effectual
way to procure an advantageous peace would be
to make preparations for carrying on the war with
vigor. She recommended unanimity, and prayed
God would dire@ their confultations. In the
Houfe of Lords, the Harl of Nottingham, who
had now affociated himfelf with the Whigs, inveigh-
ed againft the preliminaries as captious and infuf-
ficient, and offered a claufe to be inferted in the
addrefs of thanks, reprefenting to her Majelly,
that, in the opinion of the Houfe, no peace could
be fafe or honorable to Great-Britain or Europe,
if Spain and the WeR-Indies (hould be allotted to
any branch of the Houfe of Bourbon. A wviolent
debate enfued, in the courfe of which the Earl of
Angleley reprefented the neceflity of eafing the
nation of the burdens incurred by an expenfive
war. He affirmed that a good peace might have
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been procured immediately after the battle of
Ramillies, if it had not been prevented by fome
perfons who prolonged the war for their own private
interet. This infinuation was levelled at the Duke
of Marlborough, who made a long fpeech in his
own vindication. He bowed to the place where
the Queen fat incognito, and appealed to her, whe-
ther, while he had the honor to ferve her Majefty
as general and plenipotentiary, he had not conftant.
ly informed her and her council of all the propofals
of peace which had been made; and had nocdefired
inftructions for his condu@ on that fubject ? He
declared , upon his confcience, and in prefence of
the Supreme Being , before whom he expected foon
to appear, that he was ever defirous of a fafe,
honorable, and lafling peace; and that he was al-
ways very far from entertaining any defign of pro-
longing the war for his own private advantage, as
his enemies had motft falfly infinvated. At laft the
queftion being put, Whether the Earl of Notting-
ham’s advice fhould be part of the addrefs; it was
carried in the affirmative by a fmall majority. The
addrefs was accordingly prefented; and the Queen,

“in her anfwer, faid fhe fhould be very forry any

one could think fhe would not do her utmolft to
recover Spain and the Weft-Indies from the Houfe
of Bourbon. Againft this advice, however, {everal
peers protefted, becaufe there was no precedent for
inferting a claufe of advicein an addrefs of thanks;
and becaufe they looked upon it as an invafion of
the royal prerogative. In the addrefs of the Com-
mons there was no fuch article; and therefore, the
anfwer they received was warm and cordial.
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§ XXXVIIL. The Duke of Hamilton claiming
a feat in the Houfe of Peers, as Duke of Brandon,
a title he had lately received , was oppoled by
the anti-courtiers, who pretended to forefee great
danger to the conftitution from admitting into the
Houfe a greater number of Scottifh peers than
the a& of Union allowed. Counfel was heard
upon the validity of his patent.  They obferved
that no objection could be made to the Queen’s
prerogative in conferring honors; and that all the
fubjects of the united ngdom were equally capable
of receiving bhonor. The Houfe of Loids had
already decided the matter , in admitting the
Duke of Queenfberry upon his being created
Duke of Dover. The debate was managed with
great ability on both fides : the Scottifh peers
united in defence of the Duke’s claim; and the
court exerted its whole firength to fupport the
patent.  Neverthelefs , the queftion being put,
Whether. Scottifh peers, created peers of Great.
Britain fince the Union, had a right to {it in that

" Houfe? it was cairied in the negative by a majority

of five voices; though not without a proteft {igned
by the lords in the oppofition. The Scottifh peers
were fo incenfed at this decifion, that they drew
up a reprefentation to the Queen, complaining of
it as an Infringement of the Union, and a mark
of difgrace put upon the whole peerage of Scot-
land. The bill againft occafional conformity
was revived by the Earl of Nottingham, in more
moderate terms than thofe that had been formerly
rejected ; and it palfed both Houles by the connivance
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of the Whigs, upon the Earl's promife, that if
they would confent to this meafure, he would
bring over many friends. to join them in matters
of greater confequence. On the twenty-fecond
day of December , the Queen being indifpofed,
granted a commiffion to the Lord-Keeper, and
fome other peers, to give the royal alfent to this
bill, and another for the land-tax. The Duke of
Devonfhire obtained leave to bring in a biil for
giving precedence of all peers to the Electoral
Frince of Hanover, as Duke of Cambridge.
An addrefs was prefented to the Queen ,
defiring fhe would give inftru@ions to her pleni-
potentaries, to confult with the minifters of the
allies in Holland before the opening of the congrefs;
that they might concert the neceffary meafures
for proceeding with unanimity , the better to
obrain the great ends propofed by her Majefty.

§ XXXIX. The commiffioners for examining
the public accounts having difcovered that the
Duke of Marlborough had received an annual pre.
fent of five or fix thoufand pounds from the con-
tractors of bread to the army, the Queen declared
in council, that (he thought fit to difmifs him from
all his employments, that the matter might be
impartially examined. ‘This declaration was im-
parted to him in a letter under her own hand, in
which (he took occafion to complain of the treat-
ment (he had received. She probably alluded to
the infolence of bis duchefs; the fubje@ion in which
fhe bad been kept by the late miniftry; and the
pains lately taken by the Whigs to depreciate her
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condu&, and thwart her meafures with refpectto the
peace. The Duke wrote an anfwer to her Majefiy,
vindicating himfelf from the charge which had been
brought againft his character; and histwo daughters,
the Countefs of Sunderland and the Lady Rialton,
refigned their places of ladies of the bed-chamber.
The miniftry, in order to afcertain a majority in the
Houfe of Lords, perfuaded the Queen to take a mea-
fure which nothing but neceffity could juftify She
created twelve peers at once *; and on the fecond of
January they were introduced into the Upper-Houfe
without oppofition. The Lord-Keeper delivered to
the Houfe a meffage from the Queen, defiring they
would adjourn to the fourteenth day of the month.

* Lord Compton and Lord Bruce, fons of the Eatls of
orthampton and Aylesbury, were called up by writ to the
Houfe of Peers.  The other ten were thefe: Lord Duplin, of
the kingdom of Scotland , created Baroa Hay of Bedwardin, in
the county of Hereford ; Lord Vifcount Windfor, of [reland,
made , Baron Mountjoy , in the Tfle of Wight; Henry Paget, fon
of Lord Paget, created Baron Burtonin the county of Stafford;
Sir Thomas Manfel , Baron: Manfel , of Margam, in the county
of Glamorgan ; Sir Thomas Willoughby, Baron Middleton,
of Middleton, in the county of Warwick; Sir Thomas Trevor,
Baron Trevor’, of Bromham , in the county of Bedford ; George
Granville, Bazon Lanfdown, of Bideford, in the county of
Devon; Samuel Mafham, Baron Maftham, of Qats, in the
county of Efftx; Thomas Foley, Baron Foley, of Kidder-
minfter . in the county of Worcefter, and Allen Bathurft,
Baron Bathurlt, of Bathelfden, in the county of Bedford.
— On the firt day of their being introduced, when the
queftion was put about adjourning, the Earl of Wharton
afked one of them , % Whether they voted by their
foreman?”
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The anti-courtiers alledged that the Queen could
not fend a meflage to any one Houfe to adjourn,
but ought to have direted itto both Houfes.” This
obje&ion produced a debate, which was terminated
in favor of the court by the weight of the twelve
NEewW peers. :

§ XL. At this period Prince Eugene arrived in
England , with a letter to the Queen from the
Emperor, and infiructions to propole a new fcheme
for profecuting the war. His errand was far from
being agreeable to the miniftry ; and they fufpected
that his real aim was to manage intrigues among
the difcontented party , who oppofed the peace.
Neverthelels , he was treated with that relpect
which was due to his quality and eminent talents.
The minifters, the nobility, and officers of diftinc-
tion vifited him at his arrival. He was admitted
to an audience of the Queen, who received him
with great complacency. Having perufed the
letter which he delivered, fhe expreffed her concern
that her health did not permit her to fpeak with
his Highnefs as often as fhe could wilh; but that
fhe had ordered the Trealurer and Secretary St.
John to receive his propofals, and confer with
him as frequently as he fhould think proper. He
exprefled extraordinary refpeé for the Duke of
Marlborough , notwithftanding his difgrace. 'The
Lord-Treafurer, while he entertained him at dinner,
declared that he looked upon that day as the hap-
pieft in the whole courfe of his life, fince he had
the honor to fee in his houfe the greateft captain
of the age. The Prince is faid to have replied,
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« If T am, it is owing to your lordfhip.” Alluding
to the difgrace of Marlborough, whom the Earl's
intrigues had deprived of all military command.
When Bifhop Burnet converfed with him about the
{candalous libels that were every day publifhed
againft the Duke, and in particular mentioned one
paragraph in which the author allowed he had been
once fortunate , the Prince obferved it was the great.
¢t commendation that could be beftowed upon
bim, as it implied that all his other fuccefles were
owing to his courage and conduct. While the no-
bility of both parties vied with each otherin demon-
firations of refped for this noble ftranger; while be
was adored by the Whigs, and admired by the peo-
ple, who gazed at him in crowds when he appeared
in public; even in the mid[t of all thefe carefies,
party-riots were excited to infult his perfon, and
fome {candalous refle¢tions upon his mother were
inferted in one of the public papers. The Queen
treated him with diftinguifhed marks of regard ; and,
on her birth-day, prefented him with afword worth
five thoufand pounds. Neverthelefs, fhe looked
vpon him asa patron and friend of that turbulent
fadion to which fhe owed fo much difquiet. She
koew he had been preffed to come over by the Whig-
noblemen, who hoped his prefence would inflame
the people to fome defperate attempt upon the new

miniftry : {he was not ignorant that he held private

conferences with the Duke of Marlborough, the
Earl of Sunderland, the Lord Somers, Haliittax, and
all the chiefs of that party; and that he entered into
a clofe connexion with the Baron de Bothmar,
the
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the Hanoverian envoy, who had been very a&ive
in fomenting the difturbances of the people.

§ XLI. Her Majefty, who had been for fome
time afflicted with the gout, fent a mellage toboth
Houles, on the feventecenth day of January, figni-
fying that the plenipotentiaries were arrived at
Utrecht ; and that (he was employed in making pre-
parations for an early campaign: (he hoped, there-
fore, that the Commons would proceed in giving
the neceffary difpatch to the fupplies. The Lord-
Trealurer, in order to demonfirate his attachment
to the proteftant fucceffion, brought in a bill which
had been propofed by the Duke of Devonfhire,
giving precedence to the whole electoral family , as
children and nephews of the crown; and, when it
was palled into an a&t , be fent it over to Hanover by
Mr. Thomas Harley, The fixteen peers for Scotland
were prevailed upon, by promife of fatisfaction, to
refumme their feats in the Upper Houfe, from which
they had abfented themlelves fince the decifion
againft the patent of the Duke of Hamilton: but
whatever pecuniary recompence they might have ob-
tained from the court, on which they were meanly
dependent, they received no fatisfaction from the
parliament. The Commons finding Mr. Walpole
very tronblefomein their Houfe, by his talents, ac-
tivity, and zealous attachment to the Whig -intereft,
found means to difcover fome clandeftine practices
in which he was concerned as {ecretary at war, with
regard te the forage-contra& in Scotland. The
contracors, rather than admit into their partner(hip

aperfon whom he had recominended for that purpofe,
Vor. IIL G
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chofe to prefent his friend with five hundred pounds.
Their bill was addrefled to Mr. Walpole, who en-
dorfed it, and his friend touched the money®. This
tranfaction was interpreted into a bribe. Mr. Wal-
pole was voted guilty of corruption, imprifoned in
the Tower, and expelled the Houfe. Being after-
wards rechofen by the fame borough of Lynn - Regis,
which he had before reprefented, a petition was
lodged againft him, and the Commons voted him
incapable of being elected a member to ferve 1n
the prefent parliament.

* The commiffioners appointed for taking, ftating, and
examining the public accounrs, having made their report
touching the condu of Mr. Walpole, the Houfe, after a
long debate, came to the following refolutions ; 1. That Ro-
bert Walpole , Efq. a member of this Houfe , in receiving the
fum of five hundred guineas, and in taking a note for five
bundred more, on account of two contrats for forage of
her Majefty’s troops, quartered in North - Britain, made by
him when fecretary at war, purfuant to a power granted to him
by the Tate Lord- Treafurer, is guilty of a high breach of
truft and notorious corroption. 2. That the faid Robert Wal-
pole, Efg. be for the faid offence committed prifoner to the
Tower of London, during the plealure of this Houfe; and
that Mr. Speaker do iffue his warrant accordingly. 3. That the
faid Robert Walpole,, E(q. be for the faid offence allo expelled
the Houfe, and that the report of the commiffioners of public
accounts be taken into forther confideration that day fennight.
— It appeared from the depofirions of witneffes that the public
had been defrauded confiderably by thefe contradts —a very
fevere fpeech was made in the Houfe , and next day publifhed,
reflecting upon Mr. Walpole, as guilty of the worft kind of
corruption ; and Sir Peter King declared in the Houfe, that

he deferved hanging as well as he deferved imprifonment
and expulfion.
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§ XLII. Their next attack was upon the Duke of
Marlborough, who was found to have received a
yearly fum from Sir Solomon Medina, a Jew, con-
cerned in the contra@ for furnifhing the army with
bread; to havebeen gratified by the Queen with ten
thoufand poundsa year to defray the expeafe of intel-
ligence ; and to have pocketed a deducion of two and
a half per cent. from the pay of the foreign troops
maintained by England. It was alledged , in his juf-
tification, thatthe prefent from the Jews was a cuftos
mary perquifite, which had always been enjoyed by
the general of the Dutch army : that the deduction of
two and a half per cent. was granted to him by an ex-
prels warrant from her Majefty : that all the articles
of the charge joined together did not exceed thirty
thouland pounds, a fum much inferior to that which
had beenallowed to King William for contingercies:
that the money was expended in procuring intelli-
gence, which was fo exa& that the Duke was never
furprifed : that none of his parties were ever inter-
cepted or cut off; and all his defigns by thefe means
fo well concerted, that he never once mifcarried.
Notwithitanding thefe reprefeatations the majority
voted that his pradtices had been unwarrantable and
illegal ;and that the dedu@ion was to be accounted for
as public money. Thefe refolutions were communi-
cated to the Queen, who ordered the Attorney-Gene-
ral to profecute the Duke for the money he had de-
ducted by virtue of her own warrant. Such practices
were certainly mean and mercenary, and greatly
tarnifhed the glory which the Duke had acquired by
his military talents, and other fhining qualities.

G 2
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§ XLIII. The Commons now directed the fiream
of their refentment againft the Ducch, who had
certainly exerted all their endeavours to overwhelm
the new miniftry, and retard the negociations for
peace. They maintained an intimate correfpondence
with the Whigs of England. They diffuled the
molt invidious reports againft Oxford and Secretary
St. John. Buys, their envoy at London , acted the
part of an incendiary, in foggefling violent mea-
fures to the malecontents, and caballing again{t che
government. The minifters, by way of reprifal,
influenced the Houfe of Commons to pals fome
acrimonious refolutions againft the States- Gene-
ral. They alledged that the Scates had been
deficient in their proportion of troops, both in
Spain and ia the Netherlands, during the whole
courfe of the war; and that the Queen had paid
above three millions of crowns in fubfidies, above
what fhe was obliged to advance by her engage-
ments. They attacked the barrier-treaty, which
had been concluded with the States by Lord
Townfhend, after the conferences at Gertruyden-
berg. By this agreement, England guaranteed a
barrier in the Netherlands to the Dutch; and the.
States bound themfelves to maintain, with their
whole force, the Queen’s title, and the proteftant
fucceffion. The Tories affirmed that England was
difgraced by engaging any other ftate to defend
a fucceffion which the nation might fee caufe to
alter: that, by this treaty, the States were authorized
to interpofe in Britith councils : that being pofleffed
of all thofe firong towns, they might exclude the
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Englifh from trading to them, and interfere with
the manufactures of Great - Britain, The Houfe of
Commons voted, That in the barrier-treaty there
were feveral articles deftructive to the trade and
intereflt of Great- Britain; and therefore highly
difhonorable to her Majefty : That the Lord Vif-
count Townfhend was not authorized to conclude
feveral articles in that treaty: That he and all
thofe who had advifed its being ratified were ene-
mies to the Queen and kingdom. All their votes
were digefted into a long reprefentation prefented
to the Queen, in which they averred that England,
during the war, had been overcharged nineteen
millions ; a circum{tance that implied mifmanage-
ment or fraud in the old miniftry. The States,
alarmed at thefe refolutions, wrote a refpectiul
letter to the Queen, repreflenting the necellity of
a barrier, for the mutual fecurity of England and
the United Provinces. They afterwards drew up
a large memorial in vindication of their proceedings
during the war; and it was publifbed in one of
the Englih papers. The Commons immediately
voted it a falfe, fcandalous, and malicious libel,
reflecting upon the refolutions of the Houfe; and
the printer and publifher were taken into cufiody,
as guilty of a breach of privilege.”

§ XLIV. They now repealed the naturalization-
a&t. They paffed a bill granting a toleration to
the epifcopal clergy in Scotland, without paying
the leaft regard to a reprefentation from the general
affembly to the Queen, declaring that the act for
fecuring the prefbyterian governmeant was an effential
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and fundamental condition of the treaty of union’.
The Houfe, notwithftanding this remonfirance,
proceeded with the bill, and ipferted a claufe pro-
hibiting civil magiftrates from executing the fen-
tences of the kirk - judicatories.  The epifcopal, as
well as the prefbyterian clergy, were required to
take the oath of abjuration, that they might be
upon an equal footng mn cale of difcbedience; for
the Commons well knew that this condition would
be rejectéd by both, from very different motives.
In order to exafperate the prefbyterians with further
provocations, another act was pafled for difconti-
nuing the courts of judicature during the Chriftmas
holidays, which had never been kept by perfons
of that perfuafion. When this bill was read for the
third time, Sir David Dalrymple faid, “ Since the
* Houfe is refolved to make no toleration on the
* body of this bill, I acquiefce; and only defire
¥ it may be entitled, A bill for efiablifhing jaco-
® bitifm and immorality.” The chagrin of the Scot-
tifh prefbyterians was completed by a third bill,
reftoring the right of patronage, which had been
taken away when the difcipline of the kirk was
laft e[’ca.bliﬂlcd. Prince Epgene having prefented a
memorial to the Queen, touching the condu@ of
the Emperor during the war, and containing a
propofal with relation to the affairs of Spain, the
Queen communicated the fcheme to the Houfe of
Commons, who treated it with the moft contemp-
tuous neglect. The Prince, finding all his efforts

* Burnet Boyer. Lamberty. Quinc 7
; et. : A y. Rouf=t. Torcy.
Tindal. Hift. of the D, of Marlborough. Mil, Hii, Voltai:t‘z
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ineffe@ual, retired to the continent, as much dif-
plealed with the minifiry, as he bad reafon to be
fatis fied with the people of England. The Com-
mons having fettled the funds for the fupplies of
the year, amounting to fix millions ; the Treafurer
formed the plan of a bill appointing commiflioners
to examine the value and confideration of all the
grants made fince the Revolution. Hisdefign was
to make a general refumption : but, as the interelt
of fo many noblemen was concerned, the bill met
with a very warm oppofition; notwithftanding
which, it would have certainly paffed, had not
the Duke of Buckingham and the Harl of Strafford
abfented themfelves from the Houfe during the
debate.
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CH A P, XL

§ I. The conferences opened ar Uirecht. 11. The
Qur—.cn’s meafures obflructed by the allies. 1I1. Death
of the Dauphin and his fon. V. The _Qr.rr.cn de-
mands Philip's renunciation of the crown of France.
V. The Duke of Ormond iates the command of
the Britifh forces in Flanders. V1. Heis reflricied

Jrom acling ageinfl the enemy. V1. Debate in
the Houfe of Lords on this Jubject. VL. A loyal
addrefs of the Commons. 1X. Philip promifés to re-
nounce the crown of France. X. The Queen commu-
nicales the plan of peace in a fpeech to both Houfes of
parliament. X1. Exceptions taken to fome of the ar-
ticles, in the Houfe of Lords. XII. A motion for a
guaranty of the proteflant ficceffion by the ailies re-

Jected in the Houfe of Commons. XIM. The Dithe of
Ormond declares 10 Prince Eugene , that he can no
longer cover the ficge qf'Qucﬁzq y. XIV. Irruptioninto
France by General Grovefiein. XV . The foreign troops
in Britifh pay refife to march with the Duke of Or-
mond. XVI. Who praclaims a ceffation of arms , and

Jeizes Ghent and Bruges. XVI1. The allies defeated at

Denain. XVIL. Progrefs ofthe conferences at Utrecht.
XIX. The Duke of Hamilton and Lord Mohun are kil-
ledinaduel. The Dule of Marlborough retires ro the
continent. XX. The States-General Jign the barrier.
treaty. XXI. The other allies become more tractable.
XXI. The peace with France JSigned at Utrechr.
ufes of parliament congratulate ife
ce. XXIV. Subflance of the treaty

XXIII. Both Ho
,Queen on the pea
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with France. XXV. Objections to the treaty of com-
merce. XXVI. Debates inthe Houfe of Lords on the

n malt-taz for Scotland.  The Scottifh lords move for a
vl bill to diffolve the Union. VXVH Addrefs.of the
Commons about Duntirk. XVIII. Violence of

parties in England. XXIX. I‘ mccedmgs of the par-
fiament of Ireland. XXX. New parliament in Ling-
fand. Writers employed by both parties. XXXI.
Treaty of Rafladr between the Emperor and France.
XXXII. Principal articles in the treaty between
Great-Britain and Spain. Meeting of the parlzammt
XXXILL T7e ]-'czge of Lords mlcs cognizance of
a libel againfl the Scots. XXXIV. fff Steele ex-

o pelled the Houfe of Commons. XXXV. Precaution
e by the Whigs for the ﬁ:cumv of the proteflant fuc-
L" ceffion. XXXVI Debates in the Houfe of Lords

concerning the Pretender and the Catalans. XXX V1iI,
They adargfs the Queen 10 fet a price on the head
of the Pretender. XXXVIIL. A writ demanded
Jor the Elecloral Prince of Hanover, as Duke of
Cambridge. XXXIX. Deatly of the Princefs Sophia.
Bill to prevent the growth of fchifm. XL. Another
againft all who fhould lift, or be inlifled in a
Joreign fervice. KLI. The perliament prorogued.
XLII. Zhe Treafurer difgraced. XLIIL. Precau-
tions taken for fecuring the peace of the lingdom.

XLIV. Death and charatier of ()uecn Anne.

S L IN the month of January the conferences for ¢ H a P.
i peace began at Utrecht. The Earl of Jerfey would — x1.
have been appointed the plenipotentiary for England, 1712
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but he dying after the correfpondence with the
court of France was eftablilbed, the Jueen con-
ferred that charge upon Robinfon, Bithop of Briftol,
Lord Privy - Seal, and the Earl of Straftord. The
chief of the Dutch deputies named for the congrefs,
were Buys and Vanderduffen: the French King
granted his powers to the Marefchal d’Uxelles,
the Abbot (afterwards Cardinal) de Polignac, and
Menager, who had beenin England. I he minifters
of the Emperor and Savoy likewife afiilted at the
conferences, to which the empire and the other
allies likewife fent their plenipotentiaries, though
not without reluctance. As all thefe powers, ex-
cept France, entertained fentiments very different
from thofe of her Britannic Majefty, the con-
ferences feemed calculated rather to retard than
accelerate a pacification. The Queen of England
had forefeen and provided againlt thefe difficulties.
Her great end was to free her fubjecis from the
miferies attending an unprofitable war, and to
reftore peace to Burope; and this aim fhe was re-
folved to accomplith, in fpite of all oppofition.
She had alfo determined to procure reafonable terms
of accommodation for her allies, without, however,
continuing to lavifh the blood and treafure of her
people in fupporting their extravagant demands.
The Emperor obftinately infited upon his claim
to the whole Spanith monarchy, refuling to give
up the lealt tittle of his pretenfions; and the -
Dutch  adhered to the old preliminaries . which
Louis bad formerly rejected. The Queen faw
that the liberties of Europe would be expoled to
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much greater danger from an acual union of the
Imperial and Spanifh crowns in one head of the
houfe of Auftria, than from a bare poflibility of
Spain’s being united with France in one branch of

CHAP.
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the houfe of Bourbon. She knew by experience -

the difficulty of dethrening Philip, rooted as he
was in the affe@ions of a brave and loyal people;
and that a profecution of this defign would ferve
no purpofe but to protract the war, and augment
the grievances of the Britifh nation. She was well
acquainted with the diftrefles of the French, which
fhe confidered as pledges of their monarch’s fin-
cerity. She fought not the total ruin of that peo-
ple, already reduced to the brink of defpair. The
dictates of true policy diffuaded her from contri-
buting to her further conqueft in that kingdom,
which would have proved the fource of contention
among the allies, deprefled the houfe of Bourbon
below that ftandard of importance which the ba-
lance of Europe required it (hould maintain, and

aggrandize the States- General at the expenfe of °

Great- Britain. As fhe bad borne the chief burden
of the war, [he had a right to take the lead; and
dictate a plan of pacification: at lealt, fhe bad a
right to confult the welfare of her own kingdom,
in delivering, by a feparate peace, her fubjeds
from thofe enormous loads which they could no
longer fuftain; and fhe was well enough aware of
her own confequence, to think fhe could not obtain
advantageous conditions.

§ Il Such were the fentiments of the Queen;
and her minifters feem to have acted on the fame
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principles, though, perhaps party - motives may
have helped to influence their conduct. The allies
concurred in oppofing with all their might any
treaty which could not gratify their different views
of avarice, interelt, and ambition. They pradifed
a thoufand little artifices to intimidate the Queen,
to excite a jealouly of Louis, to blacken the charac-
ters of her minifters, toraife and keep up a danger-
ous ferment among her people, by which her life
and government were endangered. She could not
fail to refent thefe efforts, which greatly perplexed
her meafures, and obftructed her defign. Her mi-
nifters were fenfible of the dangerous predicament
in which they flood. The Queen's health was much
impaired ; and the fucceffor countenanced the op-
pofite faction. In cafe of their fovereign’s death
they had nothing to expeé but profecution and
ruin for obeying her commands : they faw no hope
of fafety , exceptin renouncing their principles, and
fubmitting to their adverfaries, or elfe in taking
fuch meafures as would haften the pacification, that
the troubles of the kingdom might be appeafed, and
the people be fatisfied with their conduét before death
fl.ould deprive them of their fovereign’s protection.
With this view they advifed her to fet on foota pri-
vate negociation with Louis; to ftipulace certain ad-
vantages for her own fubje@s in a concerted plan of
peace; to enter into fuch mutual confidence with
that monarch, as would anticipate all clandeftine
tranfactions to her prejudice, and in fome meafure
enable her to prefcribe terms for her allies. The plan
was judicioully formed : but executed with too much
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W precipitation. The ftipulated advantages were not CHAP.
fuch as {he had a right to demand and infilt upon; X1

: and without all doubt, better might have been ob. 1712
©  tained, bad not the obftinacy of the allies abroad,

and the violent condut of the Whig-faction at

home, obliged the minifters to relax in fome material

i points, and haflen the conclufion of the treaty.

§ 11I. The articles being privately regulated be-
| tween the two courts of London and Verfailles,
i the Englifh plenipotentiaries at Utrecht were fur-
& pifhed with general-powers and inftructions, being

ignorant of the agreement which the Queen had
»  made with the French monarch , touching the king-
m  dom of Spain, which was indeed the bafis of the
s treaty. This fecret plan of negociation , however,
& bad well nigh been deftroyed by fome uvoforefeen
;  events that were doubly affli¢ting to Lows. The
k  Dauphinhad died of the fmall-pox in the courfe of the

preceding year, and his title had been conferred upon

his fon, the Duke of Burgundy, who now expired
i onthelalt day of February, fix days after the death
i, of his wife, Mary Adclaide of Savoy. The parents
were foon followed to the grave by their eldeflt off-
fpring, the Duke of Bretagne, in the fixth year of
his age ; fo that of the Duke of Burgundy’s children,
none remained alive but the Duke of Anjou, the late
French king, who was at that time a {ickly infant.
Such a feries of calamities could not fail of being ex-
tremely fhocking to Louis in his old age; butthey
were [till more alarming to the Queen of England,
who faw that nothing but the precarious life of an un-
*  healthy child divided the two monarchies of France
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and Spain, the union of which {he refolved by all pol:
fible means to prevent. She, therefore, fent the Abbé
Guaitier to Paris, with a memorial, reprefenting the
dangerto which the liberty of Europe would be ex-
pofed, fhould Philip afcend the throne of Fraoce;
and demanding, that his title (hould be transferred to
his brother, the Duke of Berry, in confequence of
his pure, fimple, and voluntary renunciation.

§ IV. Mean while the French plenipotentiariesat
Utrecht were prevailed upon to deliver their prope-
fals in writing, under the name of fpecific offers,
which the allies received with indignation. They
were treated in England with univerfal fcorn. Lord
Hallifax, in the Houfe of Peers, termed them trifling,
arrogant, and injurious to her [Vajefty and her allies:
an addrefs was prefented to the Queen, in which
they exprefled their refentment againft the infolence
of France, and promifed to aflilt her with all their
power in profecuting the war, until a fafe and ho-
norable peace thonld be obtained. The plenipoten-
tiaries of the allies were not lefs extravagant in their
fpecific demands than the French had been arrogant
in their offers. Ina word, the minifters feemed to
have been afembled at Utrecht, rather to ftart new
difficulties, and widen the breach, than to heal ani-
mofities, and concert a plan of pacification. They
amufed one another with fruitlefs conferences, while
the Queen of Great- Britain endeavoured to engage
the States- General io her meafures, that they might
treat with France upon moderate terms, and give
law to the reflt of the allies. She departed from fome
of her own pretenfions, inorder to gratify them with
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the polfeffion of fome towns in Flanders. She con-
fented to their being admitted into a participation
of fome advantages in commerce; and ordered the
Enghih minifters at the congrefls to tell them, that
fhe would take her meafures according to the re-
turn they fhould make on this occafion. Finding
them ftill obftinately attached to their firlt chimerical
preliminaries, [he gave them to underftand, that
all her offers for adjulting the differences were
founded upon the exprefs condition, That they
fhould come into her mealures, and co- operate with
her openly and fincerely : but they had made fuch
bad returns to all her condefcenfion towards them,
that (he looked upon herfelf as releafed from all en-
gagements. The minilters of the allies had infilted
upon a written anfwer to their fpecific demands;
and this the French plenipotentiaries declined, until
they fhould receive frefh inftructions from their
malter. Such was the pretence for fufpending the
conferences: but the real bar to a final agreement
between England and France, was the delay of
Philip’s renunciation, which at length, however,
arrived ; and produced a ceflation of arms.

§ V. Inthe meantime the Duke of Ormond, who
was now invefted with the fupreme command of the
Britifh forces, received a particular order, that he
fhould not hazard an engagement. Louis had already
undertaken for the comphlance of his grandfon.
Reflecting on his own great age, he was (hocked
at the profpeé of leaving his kingdem involved in
apernicious war during a minority ; and determined
to procure a peace at all events. The Queen,
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knowing his motives, could not help believing his
proteftations, and refolved to avoid a battle, the
iffue of which might have confiderably altered the
fituation of affairs, and confequently retarded the
conclufion of the treaty. Ireparations had been
made for an early campaign. In the beginning of
March, the Earl of Albemarle, having affemnbled a
body of thirty-f{ix battalions, marched towards
Arras, which he reduced to a heap of afhes by a
moft terrible cannonm.lnc and bombardment. In
May, the Duke of Ormond conferred with the
deputies of the States-General at the Hague, and
affured them that he had orders to aét vigoroufly in
the profecution of the war, He joined Prince Eugene
at'Tournay; and, on the twenty - fixth day of May;
the allied army, pafling the Schelde, encampedat
Hafpreand Solemnes. The Imperial general propofed
that they fhould attack the French army under Vil-
lars : but by this time the Duke was refirained from
hazarding fiege or battle: a circumftance well known
tp the French commander, who therefore abated of
his ufual vigilance. It could not be long concealed
from Prince Eugene and tlﬁcd‘p uties, who forthwith
difpatched an G}ipTCfs to their principals on this fub-
je&t, and afterwards prei’emcd a lopg memorial to
the Duke, reprefenting the i mjury w thll the grand
alliance wou <! fultain from his obedience of fuch an
order. He ieemed to be extremely uneafy at his
fituation ; and, in a letter to Secretary St. John,
exprefled a defire that the Queen would permit
him to return to England.

§ VL. Prince Eugene, notwithRanding the Queen's
order,
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order, which Ormond had not yet formally declar-
ed, invelted the town of Quefnoy, and the Duke fur-
nithed towards this enterprife feven battalions and
nine [quadrons of the foreign troops maintained by
Great Britain. The Dutch deputies at Utrecht ex-
poftulating with the Bithop of Briftol upon the
Duke’s refufing to aét againlt the enemy, that
prelate told them, that be had lately received an
exprefs with a letter from her Majefty, in which
fhe complained, that as the States- Geneial had
not properly anfwered her advances, they ought
not to be {urprifed, if fhe thought herfelf at liberty
to enter into feparate meafures, in order to obtain a
peace for her own conveniency. When they re-
monftrated againft fuch condué, as contradiGtory
to all the alliances fubfifting between the Queen
and the States- General, the Bifhop declared his
inftru&ions further imported, that confidering the
condud of the States towards her Majelty, (he
thought herfelf difengaged from all alliances and
engagements with their High-Mightinefles. The
States and the minifters of the allies were inftantly
in commotion. Private meafures were concerted
with the Elector of Hanover, the Landgrave of
Hefle-Caflel, and fome other princes of the empire,
concerning the troops belonging to tholz powers
in the pay of Great-Britain. The States-General
wrote a long letter to the Queen, and ordered their
envoy at London to deliver it into her own hand.
Count Zinzendorf, the Emperor’s plenipotentiary ,
difpatched exprefles to his mafler, to Prince Eugene,
and to the Imperial ambaffador at London. The
Vor. IIL H
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Queen held a council at Kenfington upon the fubje®
of the letter; and a frefh order was fent to the
Duke of Ormond , dire&ing him to concur with the
general of the allies in a fiege.

§ VII. On the twenty-eighth day of May, Lord
Hallifax, in the Houfe of Peers, defcanted upon
the ill- confequences of the Duke’s refufing to co-
operate with Prince Eugene; and moved for an
addrefs, defiring her Majefty would order the
General to a& offenfively, in concert with her al-
lies. The Treafurer oblerved it was prudent to
avoid a battle on the eve of a peace, efpecially
confidering they had to do with an enemy fo apt
to break his word. The Earl of Wharton replied,
this was a firong reafon for keeping no meafures
with fuch an enemy. When Oxford declared, that
the Duke of Ormond had received orders to join
the allies in a fiege, the Duke of Marlborough ak
firmed it was impoflible to carry on a fiege without
either hazarding a battle, in cafe the enemy fhould
attempt to relieve the place, or Mhamefully aban-
doning the enterprife. The Duke of Argyle having
declared his opinion, that fince the time of Julius
Cxfar there had not been a greater captain than
Prince Eugene of Savoy , obferved, that, confider
ing the different interefts of the Houfe of Aufiria
and of Great-Britain, it might not confift with pru-
dence to truft him with the management of the
war, becaufe a battle won or loft might entirely
brea!k_ off a-negociation of peace, which in all pro-
bability was near being concluded. Headded, that
two years before, the confederates might have taken
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Arras and Cambray, inftead of amufing themfelves
wich the infignificant conquells of Aire, Bethune,
and St. Venant. The Duke of Devonfhire faid he
was , by proximity of blood, more concerned than
any other inthe reputation of the Duke of Ormond ;
and, therefore, could not help exprefling his fur-
prife, that any one would dare to make a nobleman
of the firft rank, and of fo diftinguifhed a charaer,
thé inftrument of {uch proceeditigs. Earl Paulet
anfwered, that nobody could doubt the Duke of
Ormond’s courage; but he was not like a certain
general, who led troops to the flanghter, to caufe
a great number of officers to be knocked on the
head, that he might fill his pockets by dilpofing
of their commiffions. The Duke of Marlborough
was {o deeply affected by this refletion, that though
he fupprelled his refentment in the Houfe, he took
the firlt opportunity tofend Lord Mohun to the Earl
witha meflage, importing, thathe fhould be glad to
come to an explanation with his lordfhip, about
fome expreflions he had ufed in that day’s debate ;
and defliring his company to take the air in the
country. The Earl underftood his meaning; but
could notconceal his emotion from the obfervation
of his lady, by whofe means the affair was commu-
nicated to the Harl of Dartmouth, fecretary of Rate,
Two fentinels were immediately placed at his lord-
fhip’s gate: the Queen, by the canal of Lord Dart-
mouth, defired the Duke of Marlborough would pro-
ceed no farther in the quarrel; and he affured her he
would punctually obey her Majeflty’s commands,
The Earl of Oxford affured the Houfe, that a feparate
H 3
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peace was never intended ; that fuch a peace would
be fo bafe , fo knavifh, and fo villanous, thatev.ry
one who ferved the Queen knew they muft aniwerit
with their heads to the nation; but that it would ap-
pear to be a fafe and glorious peace, much more to
the honor and intereft of the nation than the firlt
preliminaries infilted upon by the allies. The quel
tion being put for adjourning was, afier a long de-
bate, carried in the affirmative ; but twenty lords
entered a proteft. The Earl of Strafford, who had
returned from Holland, propofed, that they fhould
examine the negociations of the Hague and Gertruy-
denberg, before they confidered that of Uurecht.
He obferved, that in the former negociations the
French minifters had conferred only with the Pen-
fionary, who communicated no more of it to the mi-
nifters of the allies than what was judged proper
to let them know : fo that the Dutch were ablolute
malters of the fecret. IHe allerted, that the States-
General had confented to give Naples and Sicily to
King Philip: a circumftance which proved that the
recovery of the wholeSpani(h monarchy was looked
upon as impracticable. He concluded with a motion
for an addrefs to her Majelly, defiring that the pr
pers relating to the negociations of the Hague and
Gertruydenberg f(hould be laid before the Houle.
This was carried without a divifion.

§ VIIL In the Houfe of Commons, V. Pulteney
moved for an addrels, acquainting her Majelty,
thavher faithful Commoans were juftly alarmed at the
intelligence received from abroad , that her genleral
in Flanders had declined acting offenfively againft
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France, in concurrence with her allies; and befeech- cua ».
ing her Majefly, that he might receive fpeedy in-  xi1.
fiructions to profecute the war with the utmoft vi- 1712
gor. This motion was rejected by a great majority.
A certain member having infinuated, that the pre-
fent negociation bad been carried on in a clandeftine
and treacherous manner, Vr. Secretary St. John faid,
he hoped it would not be accounted treachery to
act for the good and advantage of Great- Britain:
W that he gloried in the fmall (hare he had in the tranf
" adion; and whatever cenfure he might undergo
for it, the bare fatisfaction of adting in that view
would be a fufficient recompence and comfort to
bim during the whole courfe of his life, The Houfe
refolved, That the Commons had an entire con-
ut fidence in her Majefty’s promife, to communicate to
ddp  her parliament the terms of the peace before it fhould
tif  be concluded; and, That they would fupport her
againft all fuch perfons, eitherat home or abroad, as
fhould endeavour to obftruct the pacification. The
ot Qucen thanked them hedrtily for this refolution, as
being dutiful to her, honelt to their country , and
very feafonable at a time when fo many artifices were
ufed to obftruét a good peace, or to force one difad-
vantageous to Britain. They likewife prefented an
addrefs, defiring they might have an account of the
negociations and tranfactions at the Hague and Ger-
7 truydenberg, and know who were then employed
as her Majefty’s plenipotentiaries.

§ IX. The miniltry, forefeeing that Philip would
not willingly refign his hopes of fucceeding to the
“crown of France, propofed an alternative, that, m
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cafe of his preferring his expectation of the crown of
France to the prefent poffeffion of Spain, this king.
dom, with the Indies, fhould be forthwith ceded to
the Duke of Savoy ; that Philip, in the mean time,
fhould poffefs the Duke’s hereditary dominions, and
the kingdom of Sicily, together with Montferrat
and Mantua ; all which territories fhould be annexed
to France at Philip’s fucceffion to that crown,
except Sicily, which (hould revert to the Houfe of
Aufltria. Louisfeemed torelifh this expedient, which,
however, was rejected by Philip, who chofe to
make the renunciation, rather than quit the throne
upon which he was eftablifhed. The Queen de.
manded, that the renunciation fhould be ratified in
the moft folemn manner by the {tates of France;
but fhe afterwards waved this demand, in confider
ation of its being regiltered in the different parlia.
ments. Such forms are but flender fecurities againft
the power, ambition, and intereft of princes. The
Marquis de Torcy frankly owned, that Philip's re-
nunciation was of itfelf void, as being contrary to
the fundamental laws and conflitution of the French
monarchy ; butit was found neceflary for the fatis-
faGion of the Englifh people. Every material article
being now adjufied between the two courts, par
ticularly thofe relating to the King of Spain, the
commerce of Great- Britain, and the deliveriag of
Dunkirk, a fufpenfion of arms prevailed in the Ne-
therlands, and the Duke of Ormond acted in cone
cert with Mareflchal de Villars.

§ X. On the fixth day of June the Queen going
to the Houfe of Peers, communicated the plan of
peace to her parliament, according to the promfe fhe




: A NNE. 103

CTow had made. After having premifed, that the making cH AR
l‘!‘;i: peace and war was the undnub*ed prerogative of the X1
crown, and hinted at the difficuliies which had arvifen  37%%
both from the nature of the affair, and numberlefls
obftrudions contrived by the enemies of peace, fhe
proceeded to enumerate the chief articles to whick
both crowns had agreed, without, however, con-
cluding the treaty. She told them fhe had fecured the
Bl proteftant fucceflion, which France had acknow-
o ledged in the ftrongeft terms; and that the Pretender
chi would be removed from the French dominions; that
the Duke of Anjou f(hould renounce for himfelf and
his defcendants all claim to the crown of France ; fo
that the two monarchies would be for ever divided.
She obferved, that the nature of this propofal was
fuch as would execute itlelf: that it would be the
intereft of Spain to fupport the renunciation; and
in France, the perfons entitled to the fucceffion of
that crown upon the death of the Dauphin were
ki powerful enough to vindicate their own right. She
; gave them to underftand, that a treaty of commerce
betweenEnglandand France had been begun, though
not yet adjufted; but. provifion was made, that
England fhould enjoy the fame privileges that France
granted to the moft favored nation: that the French
King had agreed to make an abfolute ceflion of the
ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, which had hitherto been
divided between the two nations: that he had alfo
confented to reftore the whole bay and ftraits of
Hudfon; to deliver the ifland of Newfoundland,
with Placentia; to cede Annapolis, with the ref
o of Acadia or Nova - Scotia; to demolih the
H 4
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fortifications of Dunkirk; to leave England in pol:
{etlion of Gibraltar, Port- Mahon, and the whole
ifland of Minorca; to let the trade of Spain in the
Welt -Indies be fettled as it was in the reign of his
late Catholic Majefty : fhe fignified that [he had
obtained for her fubjects the afliento, or con-
tract for furnifbing the Spani(h Weft- Indies with
negroes, for the term of thirty years, in the fame
manner as it had been enjoyed by the French,
With refpect to the allies, fhe declared, that France
offered to make the Rhine the barrier of the em-
pire: to yield Brifac, Fort Kehl, and Landau, and
rale all the fortreffes both on the other fide of the
Rhbine, and in the iflands of that river: that the
proteftant intereft in Germany would be refettled
on the footing of the treaty of Wefiphalia; that
the Spanifh Netherlands, the kingdoms of Naples
ard Sardinia, the duchy of Milan, and the places
bolonging to Spain on the coaft of Tufcany might
Le yielded to his Imperial Majefty ; but the difpof-
tion of Sicily was not yet determined: that the
demands of the States-General with relation to com-
merce, and the barrier in the Low - Countries,
would be granted with a few exceptions, which
might be compenfated by other expedients: that
no great progrels had yet been made upon the
pretenfions of Portugal; but that thofe of Pruffia
would be admitted by France without much
difficuliy : that the difference between the bar-
rier demanded by the Duke of Savoy in the
year one thoufand feven hundred and nine, and
that which France now. offered »  Was very
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inconfiderable : that the EleGor Palatine fhould
maintain his prefent rank among the Electors: and
that France would acknowledge the electoral digni-
ty in the houfe of Hanover. Such were the condi-
tions which the Queen hoped would make fome
amends to her fubjects for the great and unequal
burden they had borne during the whole courfe of
the war. She concluded with faying, (he made no
doubt they were fully perfuaded , that nothing

would be neglected on her part, in the progrefs of

this negociation, to bring the peace to a happy
and {peedy ilfue; and (he expreffed her dependence
upon the entire confidence and chearful concurrence
of her parliament.

§ XI. Anaddrefs of thanks and approbation was
immediately voted, drawn up, and prefented to the
Queen by the Commonsina body. When the Houfe
of Lords took the fpeech into confideration, the
Duke of Marlborough afferted, that the meafures
purfued for a year paft were direély contrary to her
Majelty’s engagements with the allies: that they
fullied the trinmphs and glories of her reign; and
would render the Englith name odious to all nations.
The Earl of Strafford faid, that fome of the allies
would not have fhown fuch backwardnefs to a
peace , had they not been perfuaded and encouraged
to carry on the war by a member of that illuftrious
affembly,, who maintained a fecret correfpondence
with them, and fed them with hopes that they
would be fupported by a ftrong party in Fogland.
In anfwer to this infinuation againft Marlborough,
Lord Cowper obferved, that it could never be
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fuggcﬂed as a crime in the meaneft fubje@, much lefs
in any member of that auguftaffembly, to hold cor-
refpondence with the allies of the nation: fuch al-
lies, efpecially, whofe intereft her I\’hjcﬂy had de-
clared to be infeparable from her own, in her {peech
at the opening of the feffion whereas it would be
a hard matter to juftify and reconcile either with
our laws, or with the laws of honor and juftice,
the condu@ of fome perfons, in treating clandel
tinely with the common enemy, without the parti-
cipation of the allies. This was a frivolous argument.
A correfpondence with any perfons whatfoever be-
comes criminal , when it tends to foment the divi-
fions of one’s country , and arm the people againlt
their fovereign. If England had it not in her power,
without infringing the laws of juftice and honor,
to withdraw herfelf from a confederacy which fhe
could no longer fupport, and treat for peace on her
own bottom, then was fhe not an alfociate buta
flave to the alliance. The Earl of Godolphin affirmed,
that the trade to Spain was fuch a triffe as deferved
no confideration; and that it would continually di
minifh, until it fhould be entirely engroffed by the
French merchants. Notwithftanding thefe remon-
ftrances againft the pilan of pcace, the majority
agreed to an addrefs, in which they thanked the
Queen for her extraordinary condefcenfion in com-
municating thofe conditions to her parliament;
and exprefled an entire fatisfaction with her con-
du@. A motion was made for a claufe in the ad-
drefs, defiring her Majefty would take fuch mea-
fures, in. concert with her allies, as might induce
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them to join with her in a mutual guarantee. A
debate enfued : the queflion was put, and the
claufe rejected. Several noblemen entered a proteft,
which was expunged from the journals of the Houfe
by the decifion of the majority.

§ XIL In the Houfe of Commons, a complaint
was exhibited againlt Bifhop Fleetwood, who, ina
preface to four fermons which he had publifhed,
took occafion to extol the laft miniftry , at the ex-
penfe of the prefent adminifiration. This piece
was voted malicious and factious, tending to create
difcord and fedition amongft her Majefty’s fubjects,
and condemned to be burned by the hands of the
common hangman. They prefented an addrefs to
the Queen, affuring her of the juft fenfe they had of
the indignity offered to her, by printing and pub-
lithing a letter from the States- General to her Ma.
jelty ; and defiring fhe would fo far refent fuch in-
fults, as to give no anfwer for the future to any
letters or memorials that fhould be thus ufhered
into the world, asinflaimmatory appeals to the pub-
lic. Mr. Hampden moved for an addrefs to her
Majeflty, that the would give particular inftruéions
to her plenipotentiaries , that in the conclufion of
the treaty of peace, the feveral powers in alliance
with her Majelty might be guarantees for the pro-
teftant fucceffion in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover,
The queltion being put, was carried in the nega-
tive. Then the Houfe refolved, That they had fuch
confidence in the repeated declarations her Majefty
had made of her concern for affuring to thefe king-
doms the proteftant fucceflion as by law effablifhed,
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that they could never dounbt of her taking the pro-
per meafures for the fecurity thereof: that the Houfe
would fupport her againft faGtion at home and her
encmies abroad; and did humbly befeech her, that
fhe would be pleafed to difcountenance all thofe
who [hould endeavour to raife jealoufies between
ber Majelty and her fubjecs, efpecially by mifre-
prefenting her good intentions for the welfare of
her peaple. The Queen was extremely pleafed with
this refolution. When it was prelented, fhe told
them, that they had (hown themf{elves honeft affer-
tors of the monarchy , zealous defenders of the con-
ftitution, and real friends to the proteftant fuccel:
fion. Shethought fhe had very little reafon to coun
tenance a compliment of fupererogation to a prince
who had caballed with the enemies of her adminifs
tration. On the twenty- firlt day of June the Queen
clofed the feflion with a fpeech, expreffing her fa-
tisfaction at the addreffes and fupplies (he had recei-
ved: (he obferved, that thould the treaty be broke
off, their burdens would be at lealt continued, if
not increaled : that Britain would lofe the prefent op-
portunity of improving her own commerce , and
eftabiilhing a real balance of power in Europe; and

that though fome of the allies might be gainers by

a continuance of the war, the ret would fuffer in

the common calamity. Notwithftanding the ferment

of the people , which was now rifen to a very dan-

gerous pitch, addreffes, approving the Queen’s con-

duct, were prefented by the city of London, andall

the corporations in the kingdom that efpoufed the

‘Tory-intereft. At this juncture the nation was fo
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wholly pofleffed by the fpirit of party, that no ap-
pearance of neutrality or moderation remained.

§ XIIL During thefe tranfactions the trenches were
opened before Quelnoy, and the fiege carried on with
uncommon vigor under cover of the forces command-
ed by the Duke of Ormond This nobleman, however,
having received a copy of the articles, figned by the
Marquis de Torcy, and frefh inftructions from the
Queen, fignified to Prince Eugene and the Dutch de.
puties, that the French King had agreed to feveral
articles demanded by the Queen, asthe foundation
of an armiftice; and among others, to put the Eng-
lith troops in immediate poffedion of Dunkirk : that
he could, therefore, no longer cover the fiege of
Quelooy , as he was obliged by his inftruétions to
march with the Britifh troops, and thofe in the
Queen’s pay, and declare a {ufpenfion of arms as
foon as he fhould be poffeffed of Dunkirk, He ex-
preffed his hope, that they would readily acquiefce
in thefe inftructions, feeing their concurrence would
act as the moft powerful motive to induce the Queen
to take all poflible care of their interefts at the con-
grefs; and he endeavoured to demonfirate, that
Dunkirk , asa cautionary town, wasaplace of grea-
ter confequence to the allies than Quefnoy. The
deputies defired he would delay his march five
days, that they might have time to confult their
principals, and he granted three days without he-
fitation. Prince Eugene obferved | that his marching
oft with the Britilh troops, and the foreigners in the
Queen’spay, would leave the alliesat the mercy of the
enemy : buthe hoped thele laft would not obey the
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Duke’s order. He and the deputies had already tam-
pered with their commanding officers, who abfo-
lutely refufed to obey the Duke of Ormond, alledg-
ing , that they could not feparate from the confede-
racy withoutexprefs directions from their mafters, to
whom they had difpatched couriers. Aun extraordis
nary allembly of the States was immediately fommon-
ed tomeet at the Hague. The minifters of the allies
were invited to the conferences. At length, the
princes whofe troops were in the pay of Britain al-
fured them, that they would maintain them under
the command of Prince Eugene for one month at
their own expenfe, and afterwards fuftain half the
charge, provided the other half fhould be defrayed
by the Emperor and States- General.

§ XIV. The Bifhop of Briftol imparted to the
other plenipotentiaries at Utrecht the conceffions
which France would make to the allies; and pro-
pofed a fufpenfion of arms for two months, that
they might treat in a friendly maunner, and adjuft
the demands of all the confederates. To this pro-
pofal they made no other anfwer, but that they had
no inftructions on the fubject. - Count Zinzendorf,
the firt Imperial plenipotentiary, prefented a me-
morial to the States- General, explaining the dan
ger that would refult to the common caufe from a
ceflation of arms; and exhorting them to perfevere
in their generous and vigorous refolutions. He pro-
pofed a renewal of the alliance for recovering the
Spanifh monarchy to the houle of Aufiria, and a
certain plan for profecuting the war with redoubled
ardor.  Prince Eugene , in order to dazzle the
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confederates with fome bold enterprife, detached
Major . General Groveftein, with fifteen hundred

- cavalry , to penetrate into the heart of France. This

officer, about the middle of June, advanced into
Champagne , pafled the Noire, the Maefe , the
Mofelle, and the Saar, and retired to Traerbach
with a rich booty, and a great number of hof
tages, after having extorted contributions as far as
the gates of Metz, ravaged the country, and reduced
a great number of villages and towns to athes. The
confternation produced by this irruption reached
the city of Paris : the King of France did not think
himfelf fafe at Verfailles with his ordinary guards:
all the troops in the neighbourhood of the capital
were affembled about the palace. Villars fent a de-
tachment after Groveftein, asfoon as he underftood
his deftination: but the other had gained a day’s
march of the French troops, which had the morti-
fication to follow him fo clofe, that they found the
flames {till burning in the villages he had defiroyed.
By way of retaliation , IMajor- General Pafteur, a
French partifan, made an excurfion beyond Bergen-
op-zoom, and ravaged the ifland of Tortole belong-
ing to Zealand,

§ XV. The Earl of ftrafford having returned to
Holland, propofed a ceffation of arms to the-States.
General, by whom it was rejeted. Then he pros
ceeded to the army of the Duke of Ormond, where he
arrivedin a few days after the reduction of Quefnoy,
the garrifon of which were made prifoners of war on
the fourth day of July. The officers of the foreign
troops had afecond time refufed to obey a written
order of the Duke; and fuch a fpirit of animofity
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began to prevail between the Englifh and allies ,
that it was abfolutely neceffary to effect a fpecdy fe-
paration. Prince Eugene refolved to undertake the
fiege of Landrecy : a defign is faid to have been for-
med by the German generals to confine the Duke,
on pretence of the arrears that were due to them;
and to difarm the Britifh troops, left they fhould join
the French army. In the meantime, aliterary cor-
refpondence was maintained between the Englifh
eneral and the Marefchal de Villars. France hav-
ing confented to deliver up Dunkirk, a body of
troops was tranfported from England, under the
command of Brigadier Hill, who took pofieffion of
the place on the feventh day of July, the French
garrifon retired to Winoxberg. On the fixteenth of
the fame month Prince Eugene marched from his
camp at Hafpre, and was followed by all the auxi-
liaries in the Britifh pay , excepta few battalions of
the troops of Holltein - Gottorp, and Walefs regi-
ment of dragoons belonging to the ftate of Liege.

§ XVI. Landrecy was immediately invelted, while
the Duke of Ormond, with the Englifh forces, re-
moved from Chateau-Cambrefis, and encamping
at Avefne-le-Secq, proclaimed by found of trumpet
a ceffation of arms for two months. On the fame
day the like armiltice was declared in the French
army. The Dutch were {o exalperated at the feceffion
of the Englilh troops, that the governors would
not allow the Earl of Strafford to enter Bouchaine,
nor the Britifh army to pafs through Douay, though
in that town they had left a great quantity of ftores,
together with their general hofpital. Prince Eugene
and
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and the Dutch deputies, underflanding that the
Duke of Ormond had begun his march towards
Ghent, began to be in pain for that city , and fent
Count Naffaa Woudenburgh to him with a written
apology , condemning and difavowing the condué
of the commandants of Bouchain and Douay; but,

notwithftanding thefe excufes, the Englith troops
afterwards met with the fame treatment at Tournay,
Oudenarde, and Lifte : infults which were refented
by the whole Britifh nation. The Duke, however,
putfued his march, and took poffeffion of Ghent
and Bruges for the Queen of England : then he res
enforced the garrifon of Dunkirk, which he like-
wile fupplied with artillery and ammunition. His
condudt was nolefs agreeable to his fovereign, than
mortifying to the Dutch, who never dreamed of
leaving Ghentand Bruges in the hands of the Englith,
and were now fairly outwitted , and anticipated by
the motions and expedicion of the Britifh general.

§ XVIL. The lofs of the Britith forces was foornt
feverely felt m the allied army. Villars attacked a
feparate body of their troops encamped at Denain,
under the command of the Earl of Albemarle. Their
intrenchments were forced, and feventeen battalions
either killed or taken. ‘The Earl himfelf and all the
furviving officers were made prifoners. Five hun.
dred waggons loaded with bread , twelve pieces of
brafs cannon, a large quantity of ammunition and
provifions , a great number of horfes, and a confi-
derable booty fell into the hands of the enemy: this
advantage th_ey gained in fight of Prince Bugene,
who advanced on the other {ide of the Schelde te
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fufain Albemarle ; but the bridge over that river
was broke down by accident; fo that he was pre-
vented from lending the leaft afliftance. Villars im-
mediately invefted Marchiennes, where the princi-
pal ftores of the allies were lodged. The place was
furrendered on the laft day of July : and the garri-
fon , confifting of five thoufand men, were con-
duced prifoners to Valenciennes. He afterwards
undertook the fiege of Douay ; an enterprife , in
confequence of which Prince Eugene abandoned
his defign on Landrecy, and marched towards the
French, inorder to-hazard an engagement. The
States, however, would not run the rifque; and
the Prince had the mortification to fee Douay redu-
ced by the enemy. He could not even prevent their
retaking Quefnoy and Bouchain, of which places
they were in poffeflion before the tenth day of
O&ober. The allies enjoyed no other compenfa
tion for their great loffes, but the conqueft of Fort
Knocque, which was furprifed by one of their par-
tifans.

§ XVIII. The Britifh minifters at the congrefs con-
tinued to prefs the Dutch and other allies to join in
the armiltice: but they were deaf to the propofal,
and concerted meafures for a vigorous profecution
of the war. Then the Earl of Strafford infilted upon
their admitting to the congrefs the plenipotentiaries
of King Philip: but he found them equally averfe to
this expedient. In the beginning of Auguft, Se-
cretary St. John, now created Lord Vilcount Bo-
lingbroke, was fent to the court of Verfailles incog-
nito, to remove all obftru¢tions to the treaty be-
tween England and France. He was accompanied
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by Mr. Prior and the Abbé Gualtier, treated with
the molt diftinguilhed marks of refpe&, careffed by
the French King and the Marquis de Torcy, with
whom he adjulted the principal interefts of the Duke
of Savoy and the Elector of Bavaria.- He fettled
the time and manner of the renunciations, and
agreed to a fufpenfion of arms by fea and land for
four months between the crowns of France and
England: this was accordingly proclaimed at Paris
and London. The negociation being finithed in a
few days, Bolingbroke returned to England , and
Prior remained as refident at the court of krance.
The States - General breathed nothing but war: the
Penfionary Heinfius pronounced an oration in their
affembly , reprefenting the impoffibility of conclud-
ing a peace without lofing the fruits of all the blood
and treafure they had expended. The conferences
at Utrecht were interrupted by a quarrel between
the domefties of Menager, and thofe of the Count
de Rechteren, one of the Dutch plenipotentiaries.
The populace infulted the Earl of Strafford and the
Marquis del Borgo, minifter of Savoy, whofe mafs
ter was reported to have agreed to the armiltice.
Thefe obftru&ions being removed, the conferences
were renewed , and the Britilh plenipotentiaries
exerted all their rhetoric, both in public and pri-
vate, to engage the allies in the Queen’s meafures.
At length the Duke of S8avoy was prevailed upon
to acquiefce in the offers of France. IMr. Thomas
Harley had been fent ambaflador to Hanover,

"with a view to perfuade the Ele&or that it would

be for his intereft to co - opcrate with her Majelty :
13
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30 0x but that prince’s refolution was zlready taken.

« Whenever it fhall pleafe God (faid he) to call me
« to the throne of Britain, | hope to act as becomes
“ me for the advantage of my people: in the mean
“ time, fpeak tomeas to a German prince , and
% a prince of the empire.” Nor was fhe more fuc-
cefsful in her endeavours to bring over the King of
Pruffia to her fentiments. In the mean time, Lord
Lexington was appointed ambaffador to Madrid ,
where King Philip folemnly fwore to obferve the
renunciation , which was approved and confirmed
by the Cortes. The like renunciation to the crown
of Spain was afterwards made by the princes of
France; and Philip was declared incapable of fuc-
ceeding to the crown of that realm. "T'he court of
Portugal held outagainft the remonftrances of Eng-
land , until the Marquis de Bay invaded that king-
dom at the head of twenty thoufand men, and un-
dertook the fiege of Campo-Major, and they found
they had no longer any hope of being aflifted by
her Britannic Majefty. The Portuguefe . minifter
at Utrecht figned the fufpenfion of arms on the fe-
venth day of November, and excufed this ftep to
the allies, as the pure effe of neceflicy. The Eng-
lifh troops in Spain were ordered to feparate from
the army of Count Staremberg, and march to the
neighbourhood of Barcelona, where they were em-
barked on board an Englith fquadron, commanded
by Sir John Jennings , and tranfported to Minorca.

§ XIX. The campaign being atan end in the Ne-
therlands, the Duke of Ormond returned to Eng-
land, where the party - difputes were become more
violent than ever. The Whigs affected to celebrate
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the anniverfary of the late King’s birth-day, in Lon-
don, with extraordinary rejoicings. IVIobs were
hired by both factions; and the whole city was fil-
led with riotand uproar. A ridiculous fcheme was
contrived to frighten the Lord - Treafurer with fome
fquibq inaband -box, which the minilters magnified
into a confpiracy. The Duke of Hamilton having
been appointed ambaflador extraordinary to the
court of Hrance, the Whigs were alarmed, on the
fuppofition that this noblcm’m favored che Preten-
der. Some difpute arifing between the Duke and
Lord Mohun, on the fubject of a law-fuit, furnifhed
a pretence for a quarrel. Mohun, who had been
twice tried for murder, and was counted a mean
tool, as wellas the Hector of the Whig-party, fent a
meffage by General Macartney to the Duke, chal-
lenging him to fingle combat. The principals met
by appointment in Hyde-Park , attended by Ma-
cartney and Colonel Hamilton. They fought with
fuch fury, that Mohun was killed upon the fpot,
and the Duke expired before he could be conveyed
to his own houfe. Macartney difappeared, and
efcaped in difguife to the continent. Colonel Ha-
milton declared upon oath before the privy council,
that when the principals engaged , he and Macart-
ney followed their example: that Macartney was
immediately difarmed ; but the Colonel feeing the
Duke fall upon his antagonift, threw away the
fwords, and ran to lift him up: that while he was
employed in raifing the Duke, Macartney, having
taken up one of the fwords, Pcabbcd his grace over
Hamilton’s fhoulder, and retired immediately, A
Is
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proclamation was iffued, promifing a reward of
five hundred pounds to thofe who fhould apprehend
or difcover Macartney, and the Duchefs of Hamil.
ton offered three hundred pounds for the fame pur-
pofe. The Tories exclaimed againft this event as
a party-duel : they treated Macartney asa cowardly
affaffin; and affirmed that the Whigs had polted
others of the fame ftamp all round Hyde-Park , to
murder the Duke of Hamilton, in cafe hie had trium.
phed over his antagonift, and efcaped the treachery
of Macartney. The Whigs, on the other hand,
affirmed, that it was altogether a private quarrel:
that Macartney was entirely innocent of the perfidy
laid to his charge : that he afterwards fubmitted toa
fair trial, at which Colonel Hamilton prevaricated
in giving his evidence, and was contradicted by the
teftimony of divers perfons who faw the combat ata
diftance. The Duke of Marlborough, hearing him-
felf accufed as the author of thofe party - mifchiefs,
and feeing his enemies grow every day more and
more implacable, thought proper to retire to the con-
tinent, where he was followed by his duchefs. His
friend Godolphin had died in September, with the
general chara®er of an able , cool , difpaflionate mi-
nifter, who had rendered himfelf neceflary to four
fucceflive fovereigns, and managed the finances
with equal [kill and integrity. The Duke of Shrewf
bury was nominated ambaflador to France, in the
room of the Duke of Hamilton : the Duke d’Aumont
arrived at London in the fame quality from the court
of Verfailles ; and about the fame time the Queen
granted an audieace to the Marquis de Monzeleone,




dd

A NNE. 119

whom Philip had appointed one of his plenipoten-
tiaries at the congrefs.

§ XX. In vain had the Britifh miniftersin Holland
endeavoured to overcome the obltinacy of the Sta-
tes - General , by alternate threats, promifes, and
arguments. In vain did they reprefent, that the
confederacy againft France could be no longer fup-
ported with any profpect of fuccefs : thatthe Queen’s
aim had been to procure reafonable terms for her
allies ; but that their oppofition to her mealures
prevented her from obtaining fuch conditions as
{he would have a right to demand in their fivor,
were they unanimous in their confultations. In
November, the Earl of Strafford prefented a new
plan of peace , in which the Queen promifed to infift
upon France’s ceding to the States the city of Tour-
nay, and fome other places which they could not ex-~

pecto poffefs, fhould fhe concludea feparate treaty.

They now began to waver in their councils. The
firlt tranfports of their refentmenthaving fubfided,
they plainly perceived that the continuation of the
war would entail upon them a burden which they
could not bear, efpecially fince the Duke of Savoy
and the King of Portugal had deferted the alliance:
befides , they were ftaggered by the offer of the
new barrier, fo much more advantageous than that
which France had propofed in the beginning of the
conferences. They were influenced by another
“motive : namely, the apprehenfion of new mife
chiefs to the empire from the King of Sweden ,
whofe affairs feemed to take a favorable turn at
the Ottoman Porte , through the interceffion of
14 :
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the French monarch. The Czar and King Auguftus
bad penetrated into Pomerania: the King of Den.
mark had taken Staden, reduced Bremen, and laid
Hamburgh under contribution; but Count Steen-
bock, the Swedifh geaeral, defeated the Danih
army in Mecklenburgh , ravaged Holftein with
great barbarity , and reduced the town of Altena
to alhes. The Grand Signor threatened to declare
war againft the Czar, on pretence that he had not
performed fome eflential articles of the late peace; but
bis real motive was an inchination to fupport the King
of Sweden. This difpofition, however, was de-
feated by a powerful party at the Porte, who were
averfe to war. Charles, who ftill remained at Ben.
der, was defired to return to his own kingdom,
and given to underftand, that the Sultan would
procure him a fafe paffage, He treated the perfon
who brought this intimation with the moft outrage-
ous infolence ; rejected the propofal; fortified his
houfe ; and refolved to defend himfelf to the lafk
extremity. Being attacked by a confiderable body
of Turkifth forces, be and his attendants fought
with the moft frantic valor. They flew fome
hundreds of the affailants ; but at laft the Turks fet
fire to the Houfe: fo that he was obliged to furren-
der himfelf and his followers, who were generally
fold for flaves. He himfelf was conveyed under a
firong guard to Adrianople. Mean while the Czar
landed with an army in Finland, which he totally
reduced. Steenbock maintained himfelf in Tone
ningen until all his fupplies were cut off; and then
he was obliged to deliver himfelf and hjs troops
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prifoners of war. But this reverfe was not forefeen
when the Dutch dreaded a rupture between the
Porte and the Mufcevites , and were given to un-
derftand that the Turks would revive the troubles
in Hungary. In that cafe, they kiew the Emperor
would recal great part of his troops from the Ne-
therlands , where the burden of the war muflt lie
upon their fhoulders. After various conlultations
in their different affemblies, they came into the
Queen’s meafures, and figned the barrier-treaty.

§ XXI. Then the plenipotentiaries of the four
affociated circles prefented a remonftrance to the
Britilh minifters at Utrecht, imploring the Queen’s
interpofition in their favor, that they might not be
left in the miferable condition to which they had
been reduced by former treaties. They were given
to underftand, thatif they fhould not obtain what
they defired , they themfelves would be jultly blame
ed as the authors of their own difappointment:
that they had been deficient in furnifhing their pro-
portion of troops and other neceflaries; and left
the whole burden of the war to fall upon the Queen
and the States in the Netherlands: that when a cef
fation was judged neceflary , they had deferted her
Majefty to follow the chimerical projects of Prince
Eugene : that while fhe profecuted the war with the
utmoft vigor, they had acted with coldnefs and
indifference; but when fhe inclined to peace they
began to exert themfelves|in profecuting hoftilis
ties with uncommon eagernefs: that, neverthelefs,
fhe would not abandon their intereflts, bur endea-
vour to procure for them as good conditions as
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their prepofterous conduct would allow her to
demand.” liven the Emperor’s plenipotentiaries
began to talk in more moderate terms. Zinzendorf
declared that his mafter was very well difpofed to
promote a general peace ; and no longer infifted on
a cellion of the Spanifh monarchy to the Houfe of
Auftria. Philip’s minifters, together with thofe of
Bavariaand Cologn, were admitted to the congrefs;
and now the plenipotentiaries of Britain acted as
mediators for the reflt of the allies.

§ XXII. The pacification between France and
England was retarded, however, by fome unforefeen
difficulties that arofe in adjufting the commerce and
the limits of the countries pofleffed by both nations
in North-America. A long difpute enfued ; and
the Duke of Shrew(bury and Prior held many con-
ferences with the French miniftry : at length.it was
compromifed, though not much to the advantage
of Great - Britain ; and the Englilh plenipotentiaries
received an order to fign a feparate treaty. They
declared to the minifiers of the other powers, that
they and fome other plenipotentiarics were ready to
fign their refpective treaties on the eleventh day of
April.  Count Zinzendorf endeavoured to polt-
pone this tranfaction until he fhould be furnifhed
with frefh inftru&ions from Vienna ; and even
threatened that if the States (hould fign the peace
contrary to his defire, the Emperor would imme-
diately withdraw his troops from the Netherlands®
The minifters of Great - Britain agreed with thof®

* Burnet. Boyer. Hare. Lamberty. Quincy. Rouffet. Torcy.

Rolingbroke. Voltaire. Tindal Mil Hift. Hift. of the D. of
Marlborough,
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of France, that his Imperial Majefty fhould have
time to confider whether he would or would not
accept the propofals: but this time was extended
no farther than the firlt day of June; nor would
they agree to a ceflation of arms during that inter-
val. Mean while the peace with France was figned
in different treaties by the plenipotentiaries of Great-
Britain , Savoy, Pruflia, Portugal, and the States-
General. On the fourteenth day of the month, the
Britifh plenipotentiaries delivered to Count Zinzen-
dorf, in writing, * offers and demands of the French
« king for making peace with the Houfe of Aultria
« and the empire.” The Count and the minifters
of the German princes exclaimed againft the info-
lence of France, which had not even beftowed the
title of Emperor on Jofeph; but wanted to impofe
terms upon them with relation to the Electors of
Cologn and Bavaria.

§ XXIII. The treatics of peace and commerce
between England and France being ratified by the
Queen of England, the parliament was affembled
on the ninth day of April. The Queen told them
the treaty was figned, and that in a few days
the ratifications would be exchanged. She faid,
what fhe had done for the proteftant fucceflion,
and the perfed friendfhip fubfifting between her and
the Houfe of Hanever, would convince thofe who
wilhed well to both , and defired the quiet and fafety
of their country, how vain all attempts were to di-
vide them. Sheleft it entirely to the Houfe of Com-
mons to determine what force might be neceflary
for the fecurity of trade by fea, and for guards and
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Boo X garrifons. “IMake yourfelves fafe (faid fhe) and I (hall

1.
£713.

« be fatisfied. Next to the prote@ion of the divine
« providence, [ depend upon the loyalty and affection
“ of my people. [ wantno other guarantee.” She re.
commended to their protedion thofe brave men who
had expofed their lives in the fervice of their country,
and could not be employed in time of peace. She
defired they would concert proper meafures for
eafling the foreign trade of the kingdom, for improv-
ing and encouraging manufactures and the fifhery;
and for employing the hands of idle people. She ex-
preffed her difpleafure at the fcandalous and feditious
fibels which had been lately publifhed. She exhorted
them to confider of new laws to prevent this licen-
tioufnels, as well as for putting a {top to the impious
pradtice of duelling. She conjured them to ufe their
utmolt endeavours to calm the minds of men at home,
that the arts of peace might be cultivated ; and that
groundlefs jealoufies contrived by a faction, and
fomented by party-rage,, might not effect that which
their foreign enemies could not accomplifh. This
was the language of a pious, candid, and benevolent
fovereign, who had loved her fubjects with a truly
parental affection. The parliament confidered her
in that light. Each Houfe prefented her with a warm
addrefs of thanks and congratulation, exprefling,
in particular, their inviolable attachment to the pro-
teftant fucceffion in the illuftrious houfe of Hanover.
The ratifications of the treaty being exchanged, the
peace was proclaimed on the fifth of May, with the
ufual ceremonies, to the inexpreflible joy of the
nation in general: it was about this period that the
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Chevalier de St. George conveyed a printed remon- CHA 2.
ftrance to the minifters at Utrecht, folemnly proteft-  xr.
ing againft all that might be ftipulated to his pre. 1713 |
judice. The Commons, in a fecond addrefs, had
belought her Majefty to communicate to the Houfe
in due time the treaties of peace and commerce
with France; and now they were produced by M.
%1 Benfon, Chancellor of the Exchequer.

‘ § XXIV. By the treaty of peace the French King
obliged himfelf to abandon the Pretender, and ac-
knowledge the Queen’s title and the proteftant fuc-
ceflion; to rafe the fortifications of Dunkirk within
a limited time, on condition of receiving an equi-
valent; to cede Newfoundland,, Hudfon’s-Bay , and
St. Chriftopher’s to England; but, the French were
left in poflcifion of Cape-Breton, and at hiberty to
dry fith on Newfoundland. By the treaty of com-
merce a free trade was eftablifhed, according to
the tariff of the year one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-four, except in fome commodities that were
fubjeed to new regulations in the year fixteen hun-
dred and ninety-nine. It was agreed, That no other
duties fhould be impofed on the productions of
France imported into England than thofe that were
laid on the fame commodities from other countries ;
and That commiflaries fhould meet at London, to
adjuft all matters relating to commerce: as for the
tariff with Spain , it was not yet finifhed. It was fti-
pulated , That the Emperor {hould pofiefs the king-
dom of Naples, the duchy of Milan, and the Spanifh
Netherlands: That the Duke of Savoy fhould enjoy
Sicily, with the title of King: That the fame title,
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with the ifland of Sardinia, fhould be allotted to
the Ele&or of Bavaria, as an indemnification for
his loffes: That the States- General fhould reltore
Lifle and its dependencies: That Namur, Charle.
roy, Luxemburgh, Ypres; and Nieuport (hould be
added to the other places they already poflelled in
Flanders; and That the King of Pruffia fhould have
Upper- Gueldres, in lieu of Omnge and the other
eltates belonging to that family in Franche-Comté.
The King of Portugal was fatisfied ; and the firlt
day of June was fixed as the period of time granted
to the Emperor for confideration.

§ XXV. A day being appointed by the Commons
to deliberate upon the treaty of commerce, very jult
and weighty objections were made to the eight and
ninth articles,, importing, That Great- Britain and
Erance fhould mutually enjoy all the privileges in
trading with each other that either granted to the
moft favored nation; and that no higher cuftoms
fhould be exacted from the commodities of France,
than thofe that were drawn from the fame produc-
tions of any other people. The balance of trade
having long inclined to the fide of France, fevere
duties had been laid on all the produions and
manufaétures of that kingdom. {o as almof{t to amount
to a total prohibition. Some members obferved,
that, by the treaty between England and Portugal,
the duties charged upon the wines of that country
were lower than thofe laid upon the wines of France:
that fhould they now be reduced to an equality, the
difference of freight was fo great, that the French
wines would be found much cheaper than thofe of
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Portugal; and, as they were more agreeable to the
tafte of the nation in general, there would be no
market for the Portuguefe wines in England: that
fhould this be the cafe, the Englifh would lofe their
trade with Portugal, the molt advantageous of any
traffic which they now carried on: for it confumed
a great quantity of their manufactures, and returned
a yearly fum of fix hundred thoufand pounds in
gold. Mr. Nathaniel Gould, formerly governor of
the Bank, affirmed, that as France had, fince the
Revolution, encouraged woollen manufactures, and
prepared at home feveral commodities which former-
Iy they drew from England ; fo the Englifh had learn-
ed to make filk-ftuffs, paper, and all manner of toys
formerly imported from France: by which means,
an infinite number of artificers was employed, and
a vaft fum annually faved to the nation: but thefe
people would now be reduced to beggaty, and that
money loft again to the kingdom, fhould French
commodities of the fame kind be imported under
ordinary duties, becaufe labor was much cheaper
in France than in England , confequently the Britifh
manufaétures would be underfold and ruined. He
urged, that the ruin of the filk manufacture would
be attended with another difadvantage. Great quan-
tities of woollen cloths were vended in Italy and
Turkey, in confequence of the raw filk which the
Englilh merchants bought up in thofe countries ;
and, fhould the filk manufacture at home be lolt,
thofe markets for Britith commodities would fail
of courfe. Others alledged, that if the articles of
commerce had beenfettled before the Englifh troops
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feparated from thofe of the confederates, the French
King would not have prefumed to infift upon fuch
terms, but have been glad to comply with more
moderate conditions. Sir William Wyndham reflect-
ed on the late miniftry , for having neglected to make
an advantageous peace when it was in their power.
He faid that Portugal would always have occalion
for the woollen manufacures and the corn of Eng-
land, and be obliged to buy themat allevents. After
a violent debate; the Houfe refolved, by a great
majority , That a bill fhould be broughtin to make
good the eight and ninth articles of the treaty of
commerce with France. Againft thefe articles, how-
ever, the Portuguele minifter prefented a memorial,
declaring, that (hould the duties on French wines
be lowered to the fame level with thofe that were
laid on the wines of Portugal, his mafter would re-
new the prohibition of the woollen manufactures,
and other produds of Great-Britain. Indeed, all the
trading part of the nation exclaimed againit the treaty
of commerce, which feems to have been conclud-
ed ina hurry, before the minifters fally underftood
the nature of the fubje@. This precipitation was
owing to the fears that their endeavours after peace
would mifcarry from the intrigues of the Whig-
faction, and the obftinate oppofition of the con-
federates.

§ XXVI The Commons having granted an aid
of two fhillings in the pound, proceeded to renew
the duty on malt for another year, and extended
this tax to the whole ifland, notwithftanding the
warm remonfirances of the Scottiih members, who
xeprefented
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reprefented it as a burden which their country could
not bear. They infifted upon an exprefs article of
the Union, ftipulating, That no duty fhould be
laid on the malt in Scotland during the war, which
they affirmed was not yet finifhed , inafmuch as the
peace with Spain had not been proclaimed. During
the adjournment of the parliament, on account of
the Whitfun-holidays, the Scots of both Houfes,
laying afide all party-diftin¢tions, met and deli-
berated on this fubject. They deputed the Duke
of Argyle, the Earl of Mar, Mr. Lockhart, and
Mr. Cockburn, to lay their grievances before the
Queen. They reprefented, that their countrymen
bore with impatience the violation of fome articles
of the Union; and that the impofition of fuch an
infupportable burden as the malt-tax would i all
probability prompt them to declare the union dif-
folved. The Queen, alarmed at this remonftrance,
anf{wered, that fhe wilhed they might not have caufe
to repent of fuch a precipitate refolution; but fhe
would endeavour to make all things eafy. Onthe
firft day of June, the Earl of Findlater, in the Houfe
of Peers, reprefented that the Scottifh nation was
aggrieved in many inftances: that they were deprived
of a privy- council; and fubjeéted tothe Englifh laws
in cafes of treafon : that their nobles were rendered
incapable of being created Britifh peers; and that
now they were opprefled with the infupportable
burden of a malt-tax, when they had reafon to ex-
pect they (hould reap the benefits of peace : he, there-
fore, moved, thatleave might be given to bringin
a bill for diffolving the Union, and fecuring the
Vor. IIL K
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proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Hanover. Lord
North and Grey affirmed, that the complaints of
the Scots were groundlefs; that the diffolution of
the Union was impracticable ; and he made fome
farcaltic reflections on the poverty of that nation.
He was an{wered by the Earl of Eglinton, whoad-
mitted the Scots were poor, and therefore unable
to pay the malt- tax. The Earl of llay, among other
pertinent remarks upon the Union, obferved, that
when the treaty was made, the Scots took it for
granted , thatthe parliament of Great.Britain would
never load them with any impofition that they had
reafon to believe grievous. The Earl of Peterborough
compared the Union to a marriage. He faid, that
though England, who muft be fuppofed the hufband
might in fome inftances prove unkind to the lady,
fhe ought not immediately to fue for a divorce, the
rather becaufe fhe had very much mended her fortune
by the match. llay replied, that marriage was an
ordinance of God; and the Union no more thana
political expedient. The other affirmed, that the
contrac could not have been more folemn, unlels,
like the ten commandments, it had come from
heaven : he inveighed againft the Scots, as a people
that would never be fatisfied ; that would have all
the advantages refulting from the Union, but would
pay nothing by their good will, although they had
received more money from England than the amount
of all their eftates. 'To thefeanimadver{ions the Duke
of Argyle madea very warm reply. “I have been re-
“ fle¢ted on by fome people (faid he) asifI wasdif
“ gulted, and had changed fides; but I defpife their
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* perfons, as much as I undervalue their judgment.”
He urged, that the malt-tax in Scotland was like
taxing land by the acre throughout England, be.
caufe land was worth five pounds an acre in the
neighbourhood of London, and would not fetch fo
many (hillingsinthe remote counties. In like manner,

-the Englifh-malt was valued at four times the price of

that which was made in Scotland ; therefore, the tax
in this country muft be levied by a regiment of dra-
goons. He owned he had a great (hare in making
the Unicn, with a view to fecure the proteftant
fucceflion; buthe was now fatisfied this end might
beanfwered as effectually if the Union was'diffolved ;

and, if this ftep (hould not be taken, he did not -

expect long to bave either property left in Scotland,
orliberty in England. All the W hig-members voted
for the diffolution of that treaty which they had fo
eagerly promoted ; while the Tories irenuoufly fup-
ported the meafure againft which they had once
argued with fuch vehemence. In the courfe of the
debate, the Lord- Trealurer obferved, thatalthough
the malt-tax were impofed, it might be afrerwards
remitted by the crown. The Earl of Sunderland ex-
prefled furprife at hearing that noble lord broach a
doctrine which tended to eftablifh a defpotic difpen-
fing power, and arbitrary government. Oxford re-
plied, his family had never been famous, as fome
others had been, for promoting and advifing arbi.
trary meafures. Sunderland, confidering this ex-
preflion as a farcafm levelled at the memory of his
father, took occafion to vindicate his condué ; ad-
ding, that in thole days the other lord’s family
K2
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was hardly known. Much violent altercation was
difcharged. At length the motion for the bill was
rejected by a fmall majority, and the malt-bill
afterwards paffed with great difficulty.

§ XXVIL Another bill being brought into the
Houfe of Commons, for rendering the treaty of
commerce effectual, fuch a number of petitions were
delivered againlt it, and fo many folid arguments
advanced by the merchants who were examined on
the fubjec, that evena great number of Tory-mem-
bers were convinced of the bad confequence it would
produce to trade, and voted againft the miniftry on
this occafion; fo that the bill was rejected by a ma-
jority of nine voices. At the fame time, however,
the Houfe agreed to an addrefs, thanking her Ma.
jefty for the great care fhe had taken of the fecurity
and honor of her kingdoms in the treaty of peace ; as
alfo for having laid fo good a foundation for the in-
terelt of her people in trade. They likewife befought
her to appoint commiflioners to treat with thofe of
France, for adjulting fuch matters as fhould be ne-
ceffary to be fettled on the fubject of commerce,
that the treaty might be explained and perfected for

»the good and welfare of her people. The Queen in-

terpreted this addrefs into a full approbation of the
treaties of peace and commerce, and thanked them
accordingly in the warmelt terms of fatisfaction and
acknowledgment. The Commons afterwards de-
fired to know what equivalent fhould be given for
the demolition of Dunkirk; and fhe gave them to
underftand, that this was already in the hands of
his moft Chriftian Majelty : then they befought her
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e that fhe would not evacuate the towns of Flanders c m a P.
e that were in her poffeflion, until thofe who were  x1.
i entitled to the fovereignty of the Spanifh Nether- 1713
lands fhould agree to fuch articles for regulating

trade as might place the fubjects of Great- Britain

upon an equal footing with thofe of any other
pation. 'The Queen made a favorable anfwer to

all their remonftrances. Such were the fteps taken

by the parliament during this feffion with relation

to the famous treaty of Utrecht, againft which the
Whigs exclaimed fo violently, that many well-
meaning people believed it would be attended with

o the immediate ruin of the kingdom: yet, under

dik the fhadow of this very treaty, Great- Britain en-

N joyed along term of peace and tranquillity. Bithop

¥ Burnet was heated with an enthufiaftic terror of

the Houfe of Bourbon. He declared to the Queen

in private, that any treaty by which Spain and the
Welt - Indies were left in the hands of King Philip

muft in a little time deliver all Europe into the
hands of France : that, if any fuch peace was made,

the Queen was betrayed, and her people ruined:

that in lefs than three years fhe would be murdered,

and the fires would blaze again in Smithfield. This
prelate lived to fee his prognoftic difappointed;
therefore, he might have fupprelled this anecdote

of his own condud.

§ XXVIII. On the twenty-fifth day of June,
il the Queen fignified, in a meflage to the Houfe of
e Commons, that her civil lift wasburdened with fome
Lhiﬂ?j debts incurred by feveral articles of extraordinary
arrd expenfe; and that fhe hoped they would empower
gatin K 3
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her to raife fuch a fum of money upon the funds for
that provifion, as would be fufficient to difcharge the
incumberances, which amounted to five hundred
thoufand pounds. A bill was immediately prepared
for raifing this fum on the civil-lift revenue, and pal
fed through both Houfes with fome difficulty. Both
Lords and Commons addreffed the Queen concerning
the Chevalier de St. George, who had repaired to Lor-
raine. They defired (he would prels the Duke of that
name, and all the princes and flates in amity with
her, toexclude from their dominions the pretender
to the imperial crown of Great- Britain. A public
thank{giving for the peace was appointed and cele:
brated with great folemnity ; and on the fixteenth day
of July the Queen clofed the feffion with a fpeech
which was not atall agreeable to the violent Whigs,
becaufe it did not contais one word about the Pre-
tender and the proteftant fucceffion. From thefe omif-
fions they concluded, that the dictates of natural affec-
tion had biaffed her in favor of the Chevalier de
St. George. Whatever fentiments of tendernefs and
compaflion fhe mighe feel for that unfortunate exile,
the acknowledged fon of her own father, it does not
appear that fhe ever entertained a thought of altering
the fucceffion as by law efablifhed. The term of Sa-
cheverel's fulpenfion being expired, extraordinary
rejoicings were made upon the occafion. He was de-
fired to preach before the Houfe of Commons, who
thanked him for his fermon ; and the Queen promoted
bim to the rich benefice of St, Andrew’s, Holbourn.
On the other hand, the Duke d’Aumont, ambaffador
from France, was infulted by the populace. Scurrilouys
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ke ballads were publifhed againft him both intheEng- CHAPR.
1ith and French languages. He received divers ano-  Xi.
nymous letters, containing threats of fetting fire to 1713
his houfe, which was accordingly burned to the
ground, though whether by accident or defign he
B could not well determine. The magiltracy of Dun-
o kirk, having fenta deputation with an addrefs to the
Queen, humbly imploring her Majefty to fpare the
port and harbour of that town , and reprefenting that
they might be ufeful to her own fubjects, the memorial
was printed and difperfed, and the arguments it con-
tained were anfwered and refuted by Addifon, Steele,
and Maynwaring. Commiffioners were fent to fee
dy the fortifications of Dunkirk demolithed. They were
accordingly rafed to the ground; the harbour was

filled up; and the Duke d’Aumont returned to Paris
T in the month of November. The Queen by her re-
' monftrances to the court of Verfailles, had procured
the enlargement of one hundred and thirty - {ix pro-
teflants from the gallies : underftanding afterwards
thatas many more were detained on the fame account,
fhe made fuch application to the French miniftry, that
they too were releafed. Than fhe appointed General
Rofs her envoy extraordinary to the King of France.

§ XXIX. The Duke of Shrewfbury being nomi-
nated lord - lieutenant of Ireland , affembled the par-
Jiament of that kingdom on the twenty -fifth day of
N ovember, and found thetwo Houfes ftiil at variance,
on the oppofite principles of Whig and Tory. Allan
Broderick being chofen fpeaker of the Commons,
they ordered a bill to be broughtin, to attaint the
; Pretender and all his adherents. They profecuted:
ot K 4
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“ Memoirs of the Chevalier de St. George;” and
they agreed upon anaddrefs to the Queen, to remove
from the chancellorfhip Sir Conftantine Phipps,
who had countenanced the Tories of that kingdom.
The Lords, however, refolved, that Chancellor
Phipps had, in his feveral fRations, acquitted himfelf
with honor and integrity. The two Houfes of convo-
cation prefented an addrefs to the fame purpofe.
They likewife complained of Mr. Molefworth , for
haviog infulted them, by faying, when they ap-
peared in the cafile of Dublin, “They that have
“ turned the world upflide-down are come hither
¢ alfo;” and he was removed from the privy - coun-
cil. The Duke of Shrew({bury received orders to pro-
rogue this parliament, which was divided againft it

felf,and portended nothing but domeftic broils. Then

he obtained leave to return to Fngland, leaving
Chancellor Phipps, with the Archbifhops of Armagh
and Tuam, juftices of the kingdom.

§ XXX. The parliament of England had been dif-
folved; and the elections were managed in fach a
manner as to retain the legiflative power in the hands
of the Tories: but the meeting of the new parlia-
ment was delayed by repeated prorogations to the
tenth day of December; a delay partly owing to the
Queen’s indifpofition ; and partly to the contefts
among her minifters. Oxford and Bolingbroke were
competitors for power, and rivals in reputation for
ability. The Treafurer's parts were deemed the
more {olid ; the Secretary’s more fhining : but both
minifters were afpiring and ambitious. T he firlt was
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bent upon maintaining the firft rank in the admi-
niftration which he had poffeffed fince the revolution
in the miniftry: the other difdained to act as a
fubaltern to the man whom he thought he excelled
in genius, and equalled in importance. They began
to form feparate cabals, and adopt different prin-
ciples. Bolingbroke infinuated himfelf into the con-
fidence of Lady Mafham, to whom Oxford had
given fome caufe of difguft. By this communication
he gained ground in the good opinion of his fove-
reign, while the Treafurer loft it in the fame pro-
portion. Thus fhe who had been the author of his
elevation was now ufed as the inftrument of his dif-
grace. The Queen was fenfibly affe¢ted with thefe
diffenfions, which fhe interpofed her advice and au-
thority , by turns, toappeafe: buttheir mutual ani-
mofity continued to rankle under an exterior accom-
modation. The intereft of Bolingbroke was power-

* fully fupported by Sir Simon Harcourt, the chancellor,

Sir William Wyndham, and Mr. Secretary Bromley.
Oxford perceived his own influence was on the wane,
and began to think of retirement. IVlIean while, the
Earl of Peterborough was appointed ambaffador to
the King of Sicily; and fet out for Turin. The Queen
retired to Windfor, where fhe was feized with a very
dangerous mﬂammatory fever. The hopes of the
Jacobites vifibly rofe : the public funds immediately
fell : a great run was made upon the Bank, the
directors of which were overwhelmed with cone
fternation, which was not a little increafed by the
report of an armament equipped in the ports of
France. They fent one of their members to reprefent
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to the Treafurer the danger that threatened the
public credit. The Queen, being made acquainted
with thefe occurrences, figned a letter to Sir Samuel
Stancer, lord-mayor of London, declaring, that
now fhe was recovered of her late indifpofition fhe
would return to the place of her ufual refidence,
and open the parliament on the fixteenth day of
February. This intimation fhe fent to her loving
fubje@s of the city of London, to the intent that
all of them, in their feveral ftations, might difcoun-
tenance thofe malicious rumors, fpread by evil-
minded perfons, to the prejudice of credic, and
the imminent hazard of the public peace and
tranquillity. The Queen’s recovery , together with
certain intelligence that the armament was a phantom,
and the Pretender fill in Lorraine, helped to affuage
the ferment of the nation, which had been induftri.
oufly raifed by party - writings. IVlr. Richard Stecle
publifhed a performance, entitled, * The Crifis,”
in defence of the Revolution and the proteftant
eftablihment, and enlarging upon the danger of a
popifh fucceffor. On the other hand , the hereditary
right of the crown of England was afferted in a
large volume, fuppofed to be written witha view
to pave the way for the Pretender’s acceffion.
One Bedford was apprehended, tried , convicted,
and fevercly punifhed, as the publifher of this
treatife.

§ XXXI. While England was haraffed by thefe
inteftine commotions, the Emperor, rejecting the
terms of peace propofed by France, refolved to main-
tain the war at his own expenfe, with the afliftance
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of the empire. Hisforces on the Rhine, commanded
by Prince Eugene, were fo much out-numbered
by the French under Villars, that they could not
prevent the enemy from reducing the two important
fortreffes of Landau and Friburgh. His Imperial Vla-
jelty hoped that the death of Queen Anne, or that of
Louis X1V, would produce an alteration in Europe
that might be favorable to his intereft; and he de-
pended wvpon the condué and fortune of Prince
Eugene for fome lucky event in war. But finding
himfelf difappointed in all thefe expectations, and
ablolutely unable to fupport the expenfe of another
campaign, he hearkened to overtures of peace that
were made by the Electors of Cologn and Palatine;
and conferences were opened at the caftle of Alt-
Raftadt, between Prince Fugene and Marefchal de
Villars, on the twenty - fixth day of November. In
the beginning of February, thefe minifters feparated,
without feeming to have come to any conclufion:
but all the articles being fettled between the two
courts of Viennaand Verfailles, they met again the
latter end of the month: the treaty was figned on
the third day of March ; and orders were fent to
the governors and commanders on both fides to
defift from all hoftilities. By this treaty , the French
King yielded to the Emperor Old Brifac, with all
its dependencies, Friburgh, the forts in the Brifgau
and Black Foreft, together with Fort Kehl. He
engaged to demolifh the fortifications oppofite to
Huningen, the fort of Sellingen, and all between
that and Fort Louis. The town and fortrefs of
Landau were ceded to the King of France, who
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acknowledged the Ele@or of Hanover. The Elec-
tors of Bavaria and Cologn were reftored to all
their dignities and dominions. The Emperor was
put in immediate poffeffion of the Spanifh Nether-
lands; and the King of Pruffia was permitted to
retain the high quarter of Gueldres. Finally, the
contradting parties agreed that a congrefs fhould be
opened on the firft of May, at Baden in Switzerland,
for terminating all differences; and Prince Eugene
and Marefchal de Villars were appointed their firft
lenipotentiaries.

§ XXXIL The ratifications of the treaty between
Great - Britain and Spain being exchanged, the peace
was proclaimed on the firlt day of March, in London;
and the articles were not difagreeable to the Engli(h
pation. The kingdoms of France and Spain were fe-
parated for ever. Philipacknowledged the proteftant
fucceffion, and renounced the Pretender. He agreed
to a renewal of the treaty of navigation and com-
merce concluded in the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty-feven. He granted an exclufive privilege
to the Englifh for furnifhing the Spanifh Weft-Indies
with negroes, according to the affiento contract’.
He ceded Gibraltar to England, as well as the ifland
of Minorca, on condition that the Spanifh inha-
bitants fhould ‘enjoy their eflates and religion. He

® The affiento contract ftipulated that from the firft day of
May, 1711, tothe firlt of May, 1743, the Company fhould
tranfport into the Weft- Indies one hundred forty - four thou-
fand negroes, at the rate of four thoufand eight hundred ne-
groes a year; and pay for each negro thirty - three pieces of
cight and one third , in full for all royal duties.
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obliged himfelf to grant a full pardon to the Catalo-
nians, with the pofleflion of all their eftates, honors,
and privileges, and to yield the kingdom of Sicily to
the Duke of Savoy. The new parliament was opened
by commiffion in February, and Sir Thomas Hanmer
was chofen Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. On
the fecond day of IMarch, the Queen being carried in
a fedan to the Houfe of Lords, fignified to both Hou-
fes, that fhe had obtained an honorable and advar-
tageous peace for her own people, and for the greate(t
part of her allies; and fhe hoped her interpofition
might prove effectual to complete the fettlement of
Europe. She obferved, that fome perfons had been fo
malicious as to infinuate that the proteftant fucceffion
in the houfe of Hanover was in danger under her go-
vernment ; but that thofe who endeavoured to diftract
the minds of men with imaginary dangers could only
mean to dilturb the public tranquillity. She faid, that
after all fhe had done to fecure the religion and liber-
ties of her people, fhe could not mention fuch pre-
ceedings without fome degree of warmth; and fhe
hoped her parliament would agree with her, that at-
tempts to weaken her authority, orto render the pof-
fefflion of the crown unealy to her, could never be pro-
per means to (trengthen the proteftant fucceffion. Af-
fectionate addreffes were prefented by the Lords, the
Commons, and the Convocation : but the ill humor
of party ftill fubfifted, and was daily inflamed by new
pamphlets and papers. Steele, fupported by Addifon
and Hallifax, appeared in the front of thofe who
drew their pens in defence of Whig-principles; and
Swift was the champion of the miniftry.

CHAPR.

XL
1713




BOOK

1713,

142 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

§ XXXIII. The Earl of Wharton complained in
the Houfe of Lords of a libel, entitled, “ The public
“ {pirit of the Whigs fet forth in their generous en-
« couragement of the author of the Crifis.” It wasa
farcaftic performance, imputed to Lord Bolingbroke
and Swift , interfperfed with fevere reflections upon
the Union, the Scottifh nation, and the Duke of
Argyle in particular.. The Lord- Treafurer dif
claimed all knowledge of the author, and readily
concurred in an order for taking into cuftody John
Morphew, the publither, as well as John Barber,

. printer of the Gazette, from whofe houfe the copies

were brought to Morphew. The Earl of Wharton
faid it highly concerned the honor of that augult
affembly to find out the villain who was author
of that falfe and fcandalous libel, that juftice might
be done to the Scottith nation. He moved, that
Barber and his fervants might be examined : but,
next day, the Earl of Mar, one of the Secretaries
of State, declared, that, in purfuance to her Ma-
jelty’s command, he had dire@ted John Barber to
be profecuted. Notwithftanding this mterpofition,
which was calculated to {creen the offenders, the
Lords prefented an addrefs, befeeching her Majefty
to iffue out her royal proclamation, promifing a
reward to any perfon who fhould difcover the author
of the libel, which they conceived to be falle, mali-
cious, and fa&ious, highly difhonorable and fcanda-
lous to her Majefty’s fubjects of Scotland, moft in-
jurious to her Majefty , and tending to the ruin of the
conltitution. In compliance with their requeft, are-
ward of three hundred pounds was offered : but the
author remained fafe from all detection.
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§ XXXIV. The Commons baving granted the fup-
plies, ordered a bill to be brought in for fecuring the
freedom of parliaments, by himiting the number of
officers in the Houfe of Commons; and it pafled
through both Houfes with little difficulty. 1n March,
a complaint was made of feveral fcandalous papers,
lately publifhed, under the name of Richard Steele ,
Efquire, a member of the Houfe. Sir William Wynd-
ham obferved, that fome of thatauthor’s writings
contained infolent, injurious reflections on the Queen
herfelf, and were dictated by the fpirit of rebellion.
Steele was ordered to attend in his place : fome para-
graphs of his works were read; and be anfwered
them with an affeGted air of felf-confidence and
uncencern. A day being appointed for his trial,
he acknowledged the writings, and entered into a
more circumftantial defence. He was affifted by
Mr. Addifon, General Stanhope, and Mr. Walpole;
and attacked by Sir William Wyndham , Mr. Foley,
and the Attorney.Ceneral. Whatever could be
urged in his favor was but little regarded by the
majority, which voted, thattwo pamplets, entitled,
“ The Eonghthman, and the Crifis,” written by
Richard Steele, Efquire, were fcandalous and fedi-
tious libels; and that he fhould be expelled the
Houle of Commons.

§ XXXV. The Lords, taking into confideration
the ftate of the nation, refolved upon addreffes to the
Queen, defiring they might know what fteps had
been taken for removing the Pretender from the domi-
nions of the Duke of Lorraine: that fhe would im-
part tothem a detail of the negociations for peace, a
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recital of the inftances which had been made in favor
of the Catalans, and an account of the monies granted
by parliament fince the year one thoufand feven hun-
dredand ten, to carry on the war in Spain and Por-
tugal. They afterwards agreed to other addreffes,
befeeching her Vajefly to lay before them the debts
and ftate of the navy, the particular writs of Noli
Profequi granted fince her acceflion to the throne;
and a lift of fuch perfons as, notwithftanding fentence
of outlawry or attainder, had obtained licences to re-
turn into Great- Britain, or other of her Majelty’s
dominions, fince the Revolution. Having voted an
application to the Queen in behalf of the diftreffed
Catalans, the Houfle adjourned itfelf to the laft day
of March. As the minds of men had been artfully irri-
tated by falfe reports of a defign untertaken by France
in behalf of the Pretender, the ambaflador of that
crown at the Hague, difowned it in a public paper,
by command of his Moft Chriftian Majefty. The
fufpicions. of many people, however, had been too
deeply planted by the arts and infinuations of the
Whig-leaders, to be eradicated by this or any other
declaration; and what ferved to rivet their appre-
henfions, was a total removal of the Whigs from all
the employments, civil and military, which they
had hitherto retained. Thefe were now beftowed
upon profeffed Tories, fome of whom were attached
at bottom to the fuppofed heir of blood. At a time
when the Queen’s views were malicioufly mifre-
prefented; when the wheels of her government
were actually impeded , and her fervants threatened
with profcription by a powerful, turbulent, and
implacable
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implacable facion *;no wonder that fhe difcharged
the partifans of that faction from her fervice, and
filled cheir places with thofe who were diftinguifhed
by a warm afiection to the houle of Stuart, and by a
fubmiffive refped for the regal authority. Thofe
were fteps which her own fagacity muft have fug.
gelted ; and which her minifters would naturally
advife as peceflary for their own prefervation. The
Whigs were all in commotion, either apprehending,
or affe&ting to apprehend, thata delign was formed
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Great-Britain. Their chiefs held fecret confultations
with Baron Schutz , the refident from Harover.
They communicated their obfervations to the Elec-
tor: they received hisinftructions: they maintained
a correfpondence with the Duke of Marlboroughj
and they concerted meafures for oppofing all efforts
that might be made againft the proteftant fucceflion
upon the death of the Queen, whofe health was by
this time fo much impaired, that every week was
believed to be the laft of her life, This condu& of
the Whigs was refolute, and, and would have been
laudable, had their zeal been confined within the
bounds of truth and moderation : but they, more-
over, employed all theirarts to excite and encou-
rage the fears and jealoufies of the people.

§ XXXVIL The Houfe of Peers refounded with
debates upon the Catalans, the Pretender, and the
danger that threatened the proteftant fuccellion.
With refpec to the Catalonians, they reprefented,
that Great-Britain had prevailed upon them to

* Boyer. Burnet. Tindal. Torcy. Bolingbroke. Valtaire,
VU:... U.I I
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declare for the houfe of Auftria, with promife of fup-
port; and that thefe engagements ought to have been
made good Lord Bolingbroke declared that the
Queen had ufed all her endeavours in their behalf;
and that ber engagements with them fublifted no
longer than King Charles refided in Spain. They
agreed, however, toanaddrels, acknowledging her
Majefty’s endeavours in favor of the Catalans, and
requelting fhe would continue her interpofition in
their behalf. With refpec to the Pretender, the
‘Whig-lords exprefled fuch a fpirit of perfecution and
rancorous hate, as would have difgraced the members
of any, even the lowelt alfembly of Chriftians. Not
contented with hunting him from one country to an-
other . they feemed eagerly bent upon extirpating him
from the face of the earth, as if they had thoughtit
was a crime in him to be born. The Earl of Sunder-
land declared , from theinformation of the minifter of
Lorraine, that, notwithftanding the application of
both Houfesto her Majefty , during the laft feffion,
concerning the Pretender’s being removed from Lor-
raine, no inftances had yet been made to the Duke for
that purpofe. Lord Bolingbroke affirmed that he
himfelf had made thofe inflances , in the Queen's
name, tothat very minifter before his departure from
England. The Earl of Wharton propofed.a quef-
flion, “ Whether the proteftant fucceffion was in
% danger under the prefent adminiftration ? 7 A
warm debate enfued, in which the Archbifhop of
York and the Earl of Anglefey joined in the oppofi-
tion to the miniftry. The Earl pretended to be con-
vinced and converted by the arguments ufed in the
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courfe of the debate. He owned he had given his
alfent to the cellation of arms, for which he took
fhame to bim(elf, alking pardon of God, his country,
and his confcience. He affirmed that the honor of
his fovereign, and the good of his country, were the
vules of his actions ; butthat , without relpect of per-
fons, (hould he find him{elf impoled upon, he durft
purfue an evil minifter from the Queen’s clofet to the
Tower, and from the Tower to the fcaffold. This
converfion, however, was much more owing toa
full perfuafion that a miniftry divided againft itfelf
could not long {ubfilt, and that the proteftant fuc-
ceffion was firmly fecured. He therefore, refolved
to make a merit of withdrawing himfeif from the inte-
refts of a tottering adminiftration, in whofe ruin he
might beinvolved. The Duke of Argyle charged
the minifters with mal-adminiftration, both within
thofe walls and without: he offered to prove that
the Lord-'T'reafurer had yearly remitted a fum of
money to the Highland clans of Scotland , who were
known to be entirely devoted to the Pretender. He
affirmed that the new modelling of the army, the
practice of difbanding fome regiments out of their
turn, and removing a great number of officers, on
account of their affection to the Houfe of Hanover,
were clear indications of the miniftry’s defigns: that
it was a difgrace to the nation to fee men who had
never looked an enemy in the face advanced to the
polts of feveral brave officers, who, after they had
often expofed their lives for their country, were now
ftarving in prifon for debt, onaccount of their pay’s
being detained.  The Trealurer, laying his hand
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upon his brealt, faid he had on fo many occafions
given fuch fignal proofs of affection to the proteftant
fucceflion, that he was fure no member of that au-
guft alfembly did call it in queflion. He owned he
had remitted, for two or three years paft, between
three and four thoufand pounds to the Highland
clans ; and he hoped the Houfe would give him an
opportunity to clear his conduct in that particular:
with refped to the reformed officers, he declared he
had given orders for their being immediately paid.
The proteftant fucceflion was voted out of danger,
by a fmall majority.

§ XXXVIL Lord Hallifax propofed an addrefs to
the Queen, that (he would renew her inftances for
the fpeedy removing the Pretender out of Lorraine 3
and that fhe would, in conjuncion with the States-
General, enter into the guarantee of the proteftant
fucceflion in the Houfe of Hanover. The Earl of
‘Wharton moved that in the addrels her Majelty
fhould be defired to iffue a proclamation, promifing
a reward to any perfon who fhould apprehend the
Pretender dead oralive. He was feconded by the
Dukeof Bolton; and the Houfe agreed thatan addrefs
fhould be prefented. When it was reported by the
committee, Lord North and Grey expatiated upon
the barbarity of fetting a price on any one’s head: he
proved it was an encouragement to murder and affaf-
fination; contrary to the precepts of Chriftianity;
repugnantto the law of nature and nations ; inconfift-
ent with the dignity offuch an auguft affembly, and
with the honor of a nation famed for lenity and mercy.
He was fupported by-Lord Trevor, who moved
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that the reward fhould be promifed for apprehend-
ing and bringing the Pretender to juftice, in cafe he
fhould land or attempt to land in Great-Britain or
Ireland. The cruelty of thefirft claufe was zealonfly
fupported and vindicated by the Lords Cowper and
Hallifax ; but by this time the Earl of Anglefey and
fome others, who had abandoned the miniftry,
were brought back to their former principles, by
promife of | profitable employments; and the mitiga-
tion was adopted by a majority of ten voices. To
this addrefs, which was delivered by the Chancellor
and the Whig-lords only, the Queen replied in thefe
words : “ My lords, it would be a real rengthening
¢ to the fucceffion in the Houfe of Hanover, as well
€ as a fupport to my government, that an end were
« put to thofe groundlefs fears and jealoufies which
“ have been fo induftrioufly promoted. 1 do not
“ at this time fee any occafion for fuch a procla-
“ matien. Whenever I judge it to be neceffary, I
« fhall give my orders for having it iffued. As to
the other particulars of this addrefs, 1 will give
¢ proper directions therein.” She was likewife
importuned , by another addrefs , to iffue outa
proclamation again all jeluits, popifh prieflts, and
bifhops, as well as againft all fuch as were outlawed
for adhering to the late King James and the Pretender.
The Houfe refolved , That no perfon, not included
in the articles of Limerick, and who had borne arms
in France and Spain, f(hould be capable of any
employment civil or military : and that no perfon,
a natural-born fubje@ of ber Majefty, thould be
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B0 ox capableof fuf’céiining the character of a public minif
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ter from any foreign potentate. Thefe refolutions
were aimed at Sir Patrick Lawlefs, an lrifh papift,
who had come to England with a credential lecter
from King Philip, but now thought proper to quit
the kingdom.

§ XXXVIL Then the lords in the oppofition
made an attack upon the Treafurer, concerning the
money he had remitted to the Highlanders: but
Oxford filenced his oppolers, by afferting, that in
fo doing he had followed the example of King
William , who, after he had reduced that people,
thought fit to allow yearly penfions to the heads of
clans, in order to keep them quiet. His condu&
was approved by the Houfe; and Lord North and
Grey moved, that a day might be appointed for
confidering the ftate of the nation, with regard to
the treaties of peace and commerce. The mortion
was feconded by the Earl of Clarendon; and the
thirtcenth day of April fixed for this purpofe. In
the mean time , Baron Schutz demanded of the
Chancellor a writ for the Electoral Prince of Hanover,
to fit in the Houfe of Peersas Duke of Cambridge,
intimating that his defign was to refide in England.
The writ was granted with relu®ance : but the
Prince’s defign of coming to Fngland was fo difa-
greeable to the Queen, that fhe fignified her difap-
probation of fuch a ftep in a letter to the Princels
Sophia. She obferved that fuch a method of pro-
ceeding would be dangerous to the fucceffion it-
felf, which was not fecure any other way, than as
the prince who was in actual pofleflion of the throne
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maintained her authority and prerogative: fhe faid
a great many people in Fngland were feditioully
difpofed ; fo fhe lefe her highnefs to judge what
tumults they might be able to raife fhould they
have a pretext to begin a commotion: fhe, there-
fore, perfuaded herfelf that her aunt would not
confent to any thing which might difturb the repofe
of her and her fubje@s. At the fame time fhe
wrote a letter to the Electoral Prince, complaining
that he had formed fuch a refolution without firlt
knowing her fentiments on the fubject; and telling
him plainly, that nothing could be more dangerous
to the tranquillity of her dominions, to the right
of fucceffion in the Hanoverian line, or more difa-
greeable to her, than fuch condudt at this juncure.
A third letter was written to the Elector, his father;
and the Treafurer took this opportunity to affure
that prince of his inviolable attachment to the family
of Hanover.

§ XXXIV. The Whig-lords were diffatisfied
with the Queen’s anfwer to their addrefls concerning
the Pretender; and they moved for another addrefs
on the fame fubje@® , which was refolved upon,
but never prefented. They took into confideration
the treaties of peace and commerce, to which many
exceptions were taken; and much farcafm was
expended on both fides of the difpute: but at length
the majority carried the queftion in favor of an
addrels, acknowledging her Majelty’s goodnefs, in
delivering them, by a fafe, honorable, and advan.-
tageous peace with France, from the burden of a
confuming land-war , unequally carried on, and
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become at lalt impracticable. The Houfe of Com-
mons concurred in this addrefs, after baving voted
that the proteflant fucceflion was out of danger:
but thefe refolutions were not taken without violent
oppofition, in which General Stanhope, Mr. Lech-
mere, and Mr, Walpole, chiefly diftinguithed them-
felves. The letters which the Queen had written
to the Electoral houle of Hanover were printed and
publifhed in England, with a view to inform the
friends of that family of the reafons which prevented
the Duke of Cambridge from executing his defign of
refiding in Great-Bricain. 1 he Queen confidered
this fiep as a perfonal infult, as well as an attempt
to prejudice her in the opinions of her fubjects : fhe,
therefore, ordered the publifher to be taken into
cultody. At this period the Princefs Sophia died,
in the eighty-fourth year of herage; aud her death
was intimated to the Queen by Baron Bothmar,
who arrived in England with the charader of envoy-
extraordinary from the Blector of Hanover. ‘Lhis
princefs was the fourth and youngeft daughter of
Frederick, Ele®or Palatine, King of Bohemia, and
Elifabeth, daughter of King James 1. of England. She
enjoyed from nature an excellent capacity, which
was finely cultivated ; and was in all refpe@s one of
the molt accomplifhed princeffes of the age in which
fhelived, ‘Ather death the court of England appea-
red in mourning ; and the Elector of Brunfwick was
prayed for by name in the liturgy of the church of
England, On the twelfth day of May , Sir William
Wyndham made a mocion for a bill to prevent the
growth of fchifm, and for the further fecurity of




p
(he,
T

ANNE 153

the church of England as by law eftablithed. The
defign of it was to prohibit diffenters from teaching
in fchools and academies. It was accordingly pre-
pared, and eagerly oppofed in each Houle as a
fpecies of perfecution. Neverthelels, it made its
way through both, and received the royal aflent:
but the Queen dying before it took place, this law
was rendered ineffectual.

§ XL. Her Majefty’s conflitution was now quite
broken: one fit of ficknefs fucceeded another: what
completed the ruin of her health was the anxiety of
her mind, occafioned partly by the dilcontents which
had been raifed and fomented by the enemies of her
government; and partly by the diflenfions among
her minilters , which were now become intolerable,
The council-chamber was turned into a {cene of ob-
fuinate difpute and bitter altercation. Even in the
Queen’s prefence the Treafurer and Secretary did not
abftain from mutual obloquy and reproach. Oxford
advifed moderate meafures, andis faid to have made
advances towards a reconciliation with the leaders
of the Whig-party. As he forefaw it would foon be
their turn to domineer, fuch precantions were necel
fary for his own fafety. Bolingbroke affected to fet
the Whigs at defiance: he profeffed a warm zeal for
the church : he foothed the Queen’s inclinations
with the moft afliduous attention. He and his coad-
jutrix infinuated , that the Treafurer was biaffed in
favor of the diffenters, and even that he acted as a
{py for the houfe of Hanover. Inthe mid{} of thefe
difputes and commotions the Jacobites were not idle.
They flattered themfelves that the Queen in fecret
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favored tle pretenfions of her brother; and they
depended vpon Bolingbroke’s attachment to the
fame interet. They believed the fame fentiments
were cherifhed by the nation in general.  They
beld private affemblies both in Great Britain and
0 Ireland. They concerted meafures for turning
the diffenfions of the kingdom to the advantage of
theircaufe. They even proceeded fo faras to mlift
men for the fervice of the Precender.  Some of thefe
practices were difcovered by the Earl of Wharton,
who did not fail to found the alarm. A proclamation
was immediately publifthed , promifing a reward of
five thoufand pounds for apprehending the Preten-
der whenever he fhould land or attempt to land in
Great Britain. The Commons voted an addrels of
thanks for the proclamation ; and affured her Majefty,
that they would chearfully aid and affift her, by gran-
ting the fum of a hundred thoufand pounds, as a fur-
ther reward to any who (hould perform fo great a
fervice to her Majelty and her kingdoms. The
Lords likewife prefented an addrefs on the fame fub-
jeé. Lord Bolingbroke propofed a bill, decreeing
the penalties of high-treafon again(t thofe who fhould
Iift or be inbfted in the Pretender’s fervice. The
motion was approved , and the penalty extended to
all thofe who fhould lift or be inlifted in the fervice of
any foreign prince or {tate, without a licence under
the (ign manual of her Majefty, her heirs or fucceffors.

§ XLL On the fecond day of July, the Lords
took into confideration the treaty of commerce with
Spain; and a great number of merchants being exa-
mined at the bar of the Houfe, declared that unlefs the
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explanations of the third fifth, and eighth articles,
as made at Madrid after the treaty was figned , were
refcinded, they could not carry on their commerce
without lofing five-and twenty per cent. = After a
long debate, the Houle refolved to addrels the Queen
for all the papers relating to the negociation of the
treaty of commerce with Spain, with the names of the
perfons who advifed her Majefty to that treaty. To
this addrefs fhe replied , that underftanding the three
explanatory articles of the treaty were not detrimental
to the trade of herfubjecs, fhe had confented to their
being ratified with the treaty. 'The Earl of Wharton
reprefented , that if fo little regard was fhown to the
addrefles of that auguft affembly to the fovereign,
they had no bufinefs in that houfe. He moved fora
remonftrance, to lay before her Majefty the infupe-
rable difficulties that attended the Spanifh trade on
the footing of the late treaty ; and the Houfe agreed
to his motion. Another member moved , that the
Houfe (hould infift on her Majefty’s naming the
perfons who advifed her to ratify the three explana-
tory articles. This was a blow aimed at Arthur
Moore, amember of the Lower Houfe, whom Lord
Bolingbroke had confulted onthe fubject of the treaty.
He was fcreened by the majority in parliament : but
a general court of the South-Sea company refolved ,
upon a complaintexhibited by Captain Johnfon, that
Arthur Moore, whilea director, was privy to, and
encouraged the defign of carrying on a clandeftine
trade, to the prejudice of the corporation , contrary
to hisoath, and in breach of the truft repofed in him:
that, therefore, he fhould be declared incapable of
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being a director of, or having any employment in this
company. The Queen had referved to herfelf the
quarter part of the afliento-contract, which (he now
gave up to the company, and received the thanks
of the Upper Houfe : but (he would not difcover the
names of thofe who advifed her to ratify the explana-
tory articles. On the ninth day of July , fhe thought
proper to put an end to the feflion, . with a {peech
on the viunal fubjects. After having affured them,
that her chief concern was to preferve the proteltant
religion, theliberty of her fubjeéts, and to fecurethe
tranquillity of her kingdoms, fhe concluded in thefe
words : “ But I mult tell you plainly , that thefe
“ defirable ends can never be obtained, unlefs you
bring the fame difpofitions on your parts, unlefs
all groundlefs jealoufies, which create and foment
divifions among you, belaid afide; and unlefs you
fhow the fame regard for my juft prerogative, and
for the honor of my government, as 1 have always
expreffed for the rights of my people.”

§ XLIL After the peace had thus received the
fanction of the parliament, the miniflers, being no
longer reftrained by the tie of common danger, gave
aloofe to their mutual animofity. Oxford wrotea
letter to the Queen , containing a detail of the public
tranfactions ; in the courfe of which he endeavoured
to juftify his own conduct, and expofe the turbulent
and ambitious fpirit of his rival. On the other hand,
Bolingbroke charged the Trealurer with having in-
vited the Duke of Marlborough to return from his
voluntary exile ; and maintained a private correfpon-
dence with the houfe of Hanover. The Duke of
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Shrewfbury likewile complained of his having pre-
fumed to fend orders to him inIreland , without the
privity of her Majefty and the council. In all proba-
bility his greateft crime was his baving given umbrage
to the favorite, Lady [Vlatham. Certain it is, on
the twenty-feventh day of July , a very acrimonious
dialogue paffed between that lady, the Chancellor,
and Oxford, in the Queen’s prefence. The Treafurer
affirmed he had been wronged, and abufed by lies
and mifreprefentations; but he threatened vengeance,
declaring he would leave fome people as low as he
had found them when they firlt attradted his notice.
In the mean time he was removed from his employ-
ment; and Bolingbroke feemed to triumph in the
victory he had obtained. He laid his account with
being admitted as chief minifter into the adminiftra-
tion of affairs; and is faid to have formed the defign
ofa coalition with the Duke of Marlborough , who
at this very time embarked at Oftend for England.
Probably , Oxford had tried to play the fame game,
but met with a repulfe from the Duke, on account
of the implacable refentment which the Duchefs had
conceived againft that minilter,

§ XLII. Whatever fchemes might have been for-
med , the fall of the Treafurer wasfo fudden, thatno
plan was eftablithed for fupplying the vacancy occa-
fioned by his difgrace. The confufion that incelfant-
ly enfued at court, and the fatigue of atctending along
cabinet-council on this event, had fuch an effeG upon
the Queen’s [pirits and conftitution, that (he declared
fhe fhould notoutlive it, and was immediately feized
with a lethargic diforder. NotwithRanding all
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the medicines which the phyficians could prefcribe;
the diltemper gained ground fo faft, that next day,
which was the thirtieth of July, they defpaired of
herlife. Then the committee of the council affem-
bled at the Cockpit adjourned to Kenfington. The
Dukes of Somerfet and Argyle, informed of the del-
perate fituation in which fhe lay, repaired to the
palace; and, without being fummoned, entered the
council-chamber. The members were furprifed at
their appearance; but the Duke of Shrew(bury than-
ked them for their readinefs to give their afliftance at
fuch a critical juncture; and defired they would take
their places. The phyficians having declared that
the Queen was {till fenfible, the counc:l unanimoufly
agreed to recommend the Duke of Shrew{bury as the
fitteft perfon tofill the place of lord.treafurer.  When
this opinion was intimated to the Queen, fhe faid,
they could not have recommended a perfon {he liked
better than the Duke of Shrewfbury. She delivered
to him the white {taff, bidding him ufe it for the good
of her people. He would have returned the lord-
chamberlain’s flaff, but {he defired he would keep
themboth : fo that he was at one time poffeffed of the
three greateft polts in the kingdom, under the titles of
lord-treafurer, lord-chamberlain, and lord-lieutenant
of Ireland. Nonobleman in England better deferved
fuch diftinguithing marks of his fovereign's favor.

. He was modelt, liberal, difinterefted, and a warm

friend to his country. Bolingbroke's ambition was
defeated by the vigor which the Dukes of Somerfet
and Argyle exerted on this occafion. They propo-
fed, that all privy-counfellors in or about London
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fhould be invited to attend, without dikin@®ion of
party. The motion was approved; and Lord So-
mers , with many other Whig-members, repaired to
Kenfington.  The council being thus re.enforced
began to provide for the fecurity of the kingdom.
Orders were immediately difpatched to fourregiments
of horfe and dragoons quartered in remote counties,
to march up to the neighbourhood of London and
Weltminfter. Seven of the ten Briti(h battalions in
the Netherlands were directed to embark at Oftend for
England, With all poflible expedition : an embargo
was laid upon all fhipping; and directions given for
equipping all the fhips of war that could be foone(t in
a condition for fervice. They fent a letter to the
Elector of Brunfwick , fignifying that the phyficians
had de’paired of the Queen’s Iife; informing him of the
meafures they had taken; and defiring he would,
with all convenient fpeed, repair to Holland , where
he (hould be attended by a Britifh fquadron, to con-
vey him to England, in cafe of her Majelty’s deceale.
At the fame time they difpatched inftructions to the
Earl of Strafford, to defire the States-General would
be ready to perform the guarantee of the proteftant
fucceffion. The heraldsat arms were keptin waiting,

"with a troop of horfe-guards, to proclaim the new

king as foon as the throne (hould become vacant.
Precautions were taken to fecure the fea-ports; to
over-awethe Jacobitesin Scotlind; and the command
of the fleet was beftowed upon the Earl of Berkeley,

§ XLIV. The Queen continued to doze in a lethar-
gicinlenfibility , with very (hort intervals;, till the firf
day of Augult in the morning , when fhe expired, in
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the fiftieth year of her age, and in the thirteenth of
her reign. Anne Stuart, Queen of Great-Britain , was
in her perfon of the middle fize, well proportioned.
Her hair was of a dark brown color, her complexion
ruddy, her features were regular, her countenance
was rather round than oval, and her afpect more
comely than majeftic. Her voice was clear and melo-
dious, and her prefence engaging. Her capacity
was naturally good, but not much cultivated by
learning; nor did fhe exhibit any marks of extraor-
dinary genius, or perfonal ambition. She was certainly
deficient in that vigor of mind by which a prince
ought to preferve his independence, and avoid the
fnares and fetters of fycophants and favorites; but
whatever her weaknefs in this particular might have
been, the virtues of ber heart were never called in
queftion. She was a pattern of conjugal affection and
fidelity , a tender mother, a warm friend , an indulgent
miftrefs, a munificent patron, a mild and merciful
prince, during whole reign no fubjedt’s blood was
{hed for treafon. She was zealoufly attached to the
church of England from conviion rather than from
prepofieffion, unaffeedly pious, juft, charitable,
and compaffionate. She felt a mother’s fondnefs for
her people, by whom {he was univerfally beloved
with a warmth of affection which even the prejudice
of party could not abate. Inaword, if (he was not
the greateft, (he was certainly one of the beft and moft
unblemifhed fovereigns that ever fat upon the throne
of England ; and well deferved the expreflive,
though fimple epithet of “ The good Queen Anne.”
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e Jacobites had been fed with hopes of fecing the cHAPB.
it fucceffion altered by the Earl of Oxford. Thefe I

4 hopes he had conveyed to them in a diftant, uns 171%
¢ determinate, and mylterious manner, without any

other view than that of preventing them from taking
: violent meafures to embartals his adminifiration.

6 At leaft, if he actually entertained at one time any
3 other defign, he had, long before his difgrace, laid
f it wholly afide, probably from an apprehenfion of
! the danger with which it muft have been attended;
: _ and feemed bent upon making a merit of his zeal for
3 the houfe of Hanover: but his conduct was fo equi-
: vocal and unfteady , that he rnined himfelf in the
. opinion of one’party, without acquiring the con-
: fidence of the other. The friends of the Pretendet
i derived freth hopes from the miniftry of Bolingbroke.
e Though he had never explained himf{eif on this fubs

jecét, he was fuppofed to favor the heir of blood,
and known to be an implacable enemy to the Whigs;
who were the moft zealous advocates for the protefts
) ant fucceffion. TheJacobites promifed themfelves
1 much from his affection, but more froni his refents
1l ment: and they believed the majority of the Tories
i woiild join them on the fame maxims. All Boling:
b broke’s fchemes of power were defeated by the pro-
b motion of the Duke of Shrewfbury to the office of
Treafurer ; and all his hopes blalted by the death
of the Qneen, on whofe perfonal favor he depends
ed. The refolute bebaviour of the Dukes of Somer-
fet and Argyle, together with the diligence and ac=
d tivity of a council in which the Whig-intereft had
: gained the afcendancy, completed the confufion of
M =
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the Tories, who found themfelves withouta head,
divided , diftracted, and, irrefolute. Upon recol-
lection, they faw 1_10{13 g fo eligible as filence, and
fubmiflion to thofe meafures which they could not
oppofe with any profpe& of fuccefs. They had no
oz-’;mr objedtion to ihe fucceffion in the Houfe of
Hanover, but the fear of feeing the Whig-faction
once more predominant: Yet thcy were not with-
out hope that their new fovereign, who was reput-
ed a prince of fagacity and experience, would cul-
tivate and conciliate tlwc affe@tion of the Torles,
who were the landholders and proprietors of the
kingdom, rather than declare himfelf the head of a
faction which leaned for fupport on thofe who were
enemies to the church and monarchy, on the Bank,
and the monied-intereft, raifed upon ufury, and mains
tained by con'up tion. In 2 word, the W higs were elat-
ed“-nd oVer :‘»Eul;ﬂf‘, the Tories abathed m\i humble;
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ent, and alarmed ata junc-

i 4 ‘\".‘ilh refpectto L‘Ii'\m was truly critical.
§ 11 Tlm Queen had no fO()du refigned her laft
i he privy-councilmet, and the Arch-
bifhop of Canterbury, L:‘-J J,UZf.L-L])_Zii'!C('”C}', and
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Orders were immediately iffued for proclaiming King
George, in England, Scotland, and Ireland. The
regency appointed the Earl of Dorfer to carry
to Hanover the intimation of his Majelty’s accel
fion, and attend him in his journey to England.
They fent the general officers in whom they could

- confide to their refpective pofts: they re-enforced

the garrifon of Portfmouth : they appointed Mr.

Addifon their fecretary: while Bolingbroke was

obliged to fland at the door of the council-chamber,

with bag and papers, and underwent every fpecies
1

of mortification. On the whole, King George af-

g
cended the throne of Great-Britain in the fifty-fifch
year of his age , without the lealt oppofition , tumult,
or fign of popular difcontent; and the unprejudiced
part of the nation was now fully perfuaded that no
defign had ever been concerted by Queen Anneand
her miniftry in favor of the Pretender. The Mayor

@

of Oxford received a letter, requiring him to pro-
claim the Pretender. This beir
the Vice-Chancellor, a cop

ttan{mitted to Mr. Secretary Bromley, member of
parliament for the Univerfity; and the Vice- Chan-

¥ ILC

communiecated to
v of 1t was immediately

1

cellor ofiered areward of one hundred poundsto any
perfon who fhould difcover the author. It was either
the produétion of fome lunatic, or was 2 weak con-
trivance to fix an odium en that venerable body.

§ 1il. 'The parliameat having affembled, purfuant
to the act which regulated the fucceffion, the Lord
Chancellor, on the fifth day of Augult, madea fpeech

zu

to both Houfes in the name of the regency. He

told them, that the privy-council appointed by the
M 3
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Elecor of Brunfwick had proclaimed that prince
under the name of King George, as the lawful and
rightful fovereign of thefe kingdoms; and that they
had taken the neceffary care to mamtam the public
peace. He obferved, that the feveral branches of
the public revenue were expired by the demife of
herlate Vlajefty ; and recommended to the Commons
the making fuch provifion in that refpect as might
be requifite to fupport the honor and dignity of the
crown. He likewife exprefled his hope, that they
would not be wanting 1n any thing that might con-
duce to the eftablifhing and advancing of the pub-
lic credit. Both Houfes immediately agreed to ad-
drefles, containing the warmefl expreflions of duty
and affection to their new fovereign, who did not
fail to return fuch anfwers as were very agreeable
to the parliament of Great-Britain. In the mean
time, the Lower Houfe prepared and paffed a bill,
granting to his IMajelty the fame civil lift which the
Queen had enjoyed ; with additional claufes for the
payment of arrears due to the troops of Hanover,
which had been in the fervice of Great-Britain; and
for a reward of one hundred thoufand pounds, to be
paid by the Treafury to any perfon who fhould ap-
prehend the Pretender in landing, or in attempting
to land, inany part of the Britith dominions. Mr.
Craggs, who bad been difpatched to Hanover before
the Queen died, returning on the thirteenth day of
Auguft, with letters from the King to the regency,
they went to the Houfe of Peers: then the Chancellor,
in another {peech to both Houfes, intimated his Va-
jefty’s great fatisfadtion in the loyalty and affection
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which his people had univerfally exprefled at his ac-
ceflion. Otheraddrefles were voted on this occafion.
The Commons finifhed the bill for the civil-lift, and
one for making fome alterations in an a& for a ftate-
lottery, which received the royal affent from the
lords-juftices. Then the parliament was prorogued.

§ 1V. Mr. Prior having notified the Queen’s death
to the court of Verfailles, Louis declared that he
would inviolably maintain the treaty of peace con-
cluded at Utrecht, particularly with relation to the
fettlement of the Britifh crown in the Houfe of Ha-
nover. The Harl of Strafford having fignified the
fime event to the States of Holland ; and the refident
of Hanover prefented them with a letter, in which
his mafter claimed the performance of their guaran-
tee, they refolved to perform their engagements,
and congratulated his Ele&oral Highnefs on his ac-

effion to the throne of Great-Britain, They invit-
ed him to pafs through their dominions; and affured
him that his interefls were as dear to them as their
own. The Chevalier de St. George no fooner re-
ceived the news of theQueen’s death, than he polied
to Verfailles, where he was given to underftand,
that the King of France expe&ed he fhiould quit his
territories immediately ; and he was accordingly ob-
liged to return to Lorraine. By this time Mr. Mur-
ray had arrived in England from Hanover, with
notice that the King had deferred his departure for
fome days. He brought orders to the regency to
prepare a patent for creating the Prince-Royal Prince
of Wales; and for removing Lord Bolingbroke from
his poft of fecretary. The feals were taken from this

M 4
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B OO0 K minifter by the Dukes of Shrew{bury and Somerfet,

Il.
1719

and Lord Cowper, who at the fame time fealed up
all the doors of his office.

§ V. King George baving velted the government
of his German dominions in a council. headed by
his brocher Prince Ernelt, fet out with the Elec-
toral Prince from Herrenhaufen on the thirty - firft
day of Avguft; and in five days arrived at the
Hague, where he conferred with the States- Genes
ral.  On the fixteenth day of September he em-
barked at Orange-Polder; under convoy of an Eng-
lifh and Duteh fquadron, commanded by the Earl
of Berkeley ; and next day arrived at the Hope.
In the after-ncon the yacht failed up the river; and
his Majefly, with the Prince, were landed from a
barge at Greenwich, about fix in the evening.
There he was received by the Duke of Northums
berland, captain of the life- guards, and the lords
of the regency. From the landing - place he walked
to his houfe in the Park, accon panied by a great
number of the nobility, and other perfons of dif-
tinction, who had the honor to kifs his bhand, as
oroached.  When he retired to his bed-
he fent for thofe ili

inguifhed themfelves b
'k

: weir zeal for hi
flion: but the Duke of Ormond, the Lord
iancellor, and Lord Trevor were not of the

nber. Next morning, the Earl of Oxferd pre-

ted himdalf ey FEEE A L gl ol s O <
ited himieit with an air of confidence, as if he

tvor. but he had the mortification to

¢main a confiderable time undiftinguifhed among
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the crowd ; and then was pérmitted to kifs the King’s
hand , without being honored with any other
notice. On the other hand, his Majelty exprefled
uncommon regard for the Duke of Marlborough,
who bad lately arrived in England, as well as for
all the leaders of the Whig-party.

§ VI. It was the misfortune of this prince, as well as
a very great prejudice to the nation, thathe had been
mifled into {trong prepoffeflions againft the Tories ,
who conftituted fuch a confiderable part of his fub-
jects. They were now excluded from all fhare of
the royal favor, which was wholly engroffed by
their enemies : thefe early marks of averfion, which
he was at no pains to conceal, alienated the minds
of many from his perfon and government, who
would otherwife have ferved him with fidelity and
affelion. An inflantaneous and total change was
effected in all offices of honor and advantage. The
Duke of Ormond was difmiffed from his command 5
which the King reftored to the Duke of Marlbo-

rough, whom he likewife appointed colonel of the
< 2 4

R |

firft regiment of foot-guards, and mafter of the Ord-
o < E

o
nance. The preat feal was eiven to Lord Cowner:
1dliCC. ¥ § C glcat Ldl Wwa: =LVl L 010U W 'ps. >
the privy-leal to the Earl of Wharton ; the govern-
ment of Ireland to the Earl of Sunderland. The
Duke of Devonfhire was made fteward of the houfe-
hold : Lord Townfhend and My, Sta

appolnted £
Pt

nhope were
of ftate: the polt of {ecretary

beftowed upon the Duke of Mont-
he Duke of Somerfet was confticuted mat
ter of the horfe: the Duke of St. Alban’s captain

of the band of pendfioners; and the

-arie:
for Scotland
rofe.
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a
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commander in chief of the forces in Scotland. Mr.
Pulteney became fecretary at war; and Mr. Wal-
pole , who had already undertaken to manage the
Houfe of Commons, was gratified with the double
place of paymafter to the army and to Chelfea- hof-
pital. A new privy-council was appointed, and
the Earl of Nottingham declared prefident: but all
affairs of confequence were concerted by a cabinet-
council, orjunto, compofed of the Duke of Marl-
borough, the Earls of Nottingham and Sunderland,
the Lords Hallifax, Townfhend, and Somers, and
General Stanhope. The regency had already re-
moved Sir Conftantine Phipps and the Archbifhop
of Armagh from the office of lords juftices in Ire-
land, and filled their places in the regency of that
kingdom with the Archbifhop of Dublin and the
Earl of Kildare. Allan Broderick was appointed
chancellor : another privy - council was formed,
and the Duke of Ormond was named as one of the
members. The Treafury and Admiralty were put
into commiflion: all the governments were chan-
ged ; and, in a word, the whole nation was deli-
vered into the hands of the Whigs. At the fame
time , the Prince- Royal was declared Prince of
Wales, and took his place in council. The King
was congratulated on his acceffion in addreffes from
the two univerfities, and from all the cities and cor-
porations in the kingdom. He expreffed particular
fauisfaction at thefe expreflions of loyalty and affec-
tion. He declared in council his firm purpofe to fup-
portand maintain the churches of England and Scot-
land as they were by law eftablithed. An aim which
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he imagined might be effectually accomplifhed, with- ¢ & AP,
out impairing the toleration allowed by law to pro- 1.
teftant diffenters, and fo neceflary to the trade and = 17%4=
riches of the kingdom : he, moreover, affured them
he would earneftly endeavour to render property
fecure; the good effects of which were no where
{o clearly feen as in this happy nation. Before the
coronation he created fome new peers, and others
were promoted to higher titles *.  On the twentieth
day of October, he was crowned in Weftminfter
with the ufual folemnity, at which the Earl of Ox-
ford and Lord Bolingbroke aflifted >. On that very
day , the univerfity of Oxford, in full convocation,
unanimoufly conferred the degree of docor of civil
law on Sir Conftantine Phipps , with particular
marks of honor and efteem. As the French King
ot was faid to protract the demolition of Dunkirk,

) IMIr. Prior received orders to prefent a memorial to
haften this work, and to prevent the canal of

* James, Lord Chandos, was created Earl of Caernarvon—
Lewis, Lord Rockingham , Eail of that name — Charles, Lord
Offulton, Earl of Tankerville — Charles , Lord Hallifax , Earl
of Hallifax — Heneage, Lord Guernfey, Earl of Aylesford —
John , Lord Hervey , Earl of Briftol — Thomas, Lord Pelham,
Earl of Clare — Henry, Earl of Thomend, in Ireland, Vifcount
Tadcafter — James, Vifcount Caftleton, in Irsland, Baron San-
derfon — Bennet , Lord Sherrard, in Ireland, Baron of Har-
borough — Gervale, Lord Pierrepoint, in Ireland , Baron
Pierrepoint , in the county of Bucks — Henry Boyle, Baron of
Carleton , in the county of York — Sit Richard Temple , Baron
of Cobham -—Henry, Lord Paget, Ea:l of Uxbridge.

' 1n the month of October , .the Princels of Wales arrived
in England, with her two eldeft daughtets , the Princefles
Anne and Amelia.
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Mardyke from being finithed. The anfwer which
he received being du,mcd equivocal, this minifter
was recalled, anc l the Earl of Stair :mpOI ited am-
baflador to the court of France, where he profe-
cuted this affair with uncommon vigor. About the
fame time, Cc-ncml Cadogan was fent as plenipo-
tentiary to Antwerp, to afliftat the barrier - treaty,
negociated there between the Emperor and the
Si:itcx‘—(‘--'?w’“'l

§ VIL. Mean while, the number of the malecon-
tents in England was confiderably increafed by the
King’s attachmentto the Whig-faction. The clamor
of the church’s being in danger was revived ; jea-
Toufies were excited ; feditious libels difperfed ; and
dangerous tumults raifed in different parts of the
kingdom. Birmingham , Briftol , Chippenham,
Norwich , and Keading were filled with licentious
riot. The party-cry was, “Down with the Whigs!
¢« Sacheverel for ever ! ” Many gentlemen of the
Whig-faction were abufed ; magiftrates in towns,
and ‘]l_‘.ﬂ.lLL.u m the country , were reviled and in-
fulted by the populace in the execution of their
office. The Pretender took this opportunity to
tranfmit, by the French mail, copies of a printed
manifelto to the Dukes of Shrewfbury, Marlbo-
rough ) Argyle, and other noble nen of the firft
diltin&ion. In this declaration he mentioned the
gr:-n-:l intentions of his filter towards him, which

were prevented by her d qﬂomh.c death. He ob-
La
fc

3

I

rved that his pe ’Tpl\., mﬂcu‘ of doing him and
themfelves j }”iuu,, bad proclaimed for their kinga
foreign prince , contrary to the fundamental and
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inconteftable laws of hereditary right, which their
pretended adls of fettlement could never abiogate.
Thefe papers being delivered to the fecretaries of
ftate, the King refufed an audience to the I\’]:u\]"i\;
de L ambcnl ; m]m"h[ from the Duke of Lorraine ,
on the fuppofition that this manifefto could not
have been prepared or tranfmitted without the
knowledge and countenance of his mafter. The
Marquis having communicated this circumftance
to the Duke, that prince abfolutely denied his hav-
ing been privy to the tranfadtion, and declared that
the Chevalier de St. George came into Lorraine by
the directions of the French King , whom the Duke
could not difoblige without expofing his territories
to- invafion. Notwithftanding this apology, the
Marquis was given to underftand, that he could
not be admitted to an audience until the Pretender
fhould be removed from the dominions of his mafte

he, therefore, quitted the kingdom without further
hefitation. Religion was {till mingled in all political
dif{mrnq The high- church-men complained that
impiety and h efy daily gained ground , from the
connivance , or at le L.}t 1e fupine negligence of the
Whig-prelates 'l he Lower Houfe of Convor“*ion
had , before 's death , deélared that a
boolk publifhed b ~. Samuel Clarke, under the
title of < Tl irvrm'v Dodrine of the Trinity,

contained affertions contrary to the catholic fﬂth
They fent up extra@s from this performance to the
bifhiops ; and the Do¢ ote an anfwer to their
objedtions. He was pr jon t i
10"), , which he p
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B 0 0 X apprehending it might be publifhed feparately, and

11.
17:4.

mifunderftood, he afterwards delivered an explana-
tion to the Bifhop of London. This was fatisfactory
to the bihops; but the Lower Houfe refolved, that
it was no recantation of his heretical affertions, The
difputes about the Trinity increafing , the Arch-
bihops and Bilhops received directions , which
were publifhed , for preferving unity in the church,
the purity of the chriftian faith concerning the holy
Trinity , and for maintaining the peace and quiet
of the ftate. By thele every preacher was reltricted
from delivering any other dodrine than what is
contained in the holy fcriptures with refped to the
Trinity ; and from intermeddling in any affairs of
ftate or government. - The like prohibition was ex-
tended to thofe who fhould write, harangue, or
difpute on the fame fubjeds.

§ VIII. The parliament being diffolved , another
was called by a very extraordinary proclamation,
in which the King complained of the evil defigns
of men difaffected to his fucceflion; and of their
having mifreprefented his conduct and primiplcc
He mentioned the perplexity of public affairs, the
interruption of commerce, and the heavy debts of
the nation. He exprefled his hope that his loving
fubjects would fend up to parliament the fitte(t pet-
fons to redrefs the prefent diforders; and that, in
clections, they would have a particular regard to
fuch as had exprefled a firm attachment to the pro-
teftant fucceflion when it was in danger. It does
not appear that the proteftant fucceffion was ever
in danger. How then was this declaration to be
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interpreted ? People in general conftrued it into a
defign to maintain party - diftin&ions, and encour-
age the Whigs to the full exertion of their influence
in the ele@ions; into a renunciation of the Toriess
and as the firlt flafh of that vengeance which after-
wards was feen to burlt upon the heads of the lace
miniftry. When the Barl of Strafford returned from
Holland , all his papers were feized by an order from
the fecretary’s office. IVIr. Prior was recalled from
France, and promifed to difcover all he knew relat-
ing to the conduct of Oxford’s adminifiration. Un-
common vigor was exerted on both fides in the
ele®ions; but, by dint of the monied intereft,
which prevailed in moft of the corporations through
the kingdom , and the countenance of the miniftry,
which will always have weight with needy and venal
electors, a-great majority of Whigs was returned
both in England and Scotland.

§ IX. When this new parliament affembled on the
feventeenth day of March at Weltminfter, Mr.
Spencer Compton was chofen Speaker of the Com-
mons. On the twenty- firft day of the month, the
King appeared in the Houfe of Lords, and delivered
to the Chancellor a written fpeech, which was read
in prefence of both Houfes. His Majefty thanked
his faithful and loving {fubjeds for that zeal and firma
nefs they had Thown in defence of the proteftans
fucceflion , againftall the open and fecret practices
which had been nfed to defeat it. He told them,
that fome conditions of the peace , eflential to tha
fecurity and trade of Great- Britain, were not yes
duly executed; and that the performance of the
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whole might be locked upon as precarious, until de:
fenfivealliancesfhould be formed to guaranteethe pre.
{enttreaties. He obferved, that the Pretender boafied
of the affiftance he expected in England, to repair his
former difappointments: that great part of the na-
tional trade was rendered impracticable : and that the
public debts were furprifingly increafed even fince
the fatal ceffation of arms. He gave the Commons
to underftand , that the branches of the revenue for-
merly granted for the fupport of the civil govern-
ment were {o far iIncumbered and alienated , that the
produce of the funds which remained , and had been
granted to him, would fall fhort of what wasat firlt
defigned for maintai :""thehonm'an({ dignity of the
crown : that as it was his, and their happinefs tofee
a Prince of Wales who might in due time fucceed
him on the throne; and to fee him bleffed with
many children; thefe circumflances would naturally
occafion an expenie to which the nation bad not
been for many years accuftomed; and, therefore,
he did not doubt but they would think of it with
that affection which he had reafon to hope from
his Commons. He defired that no unl \ppy divie
fions of parties might divert them from purfuing the
common intereft of their country. He declared that
theeftablifhed confiitution in churchand ftate fouid
be the rule of his government ; and that the happi-
nefs, eale, and profperity of his ;,u ple fhoulc Vibk
the chief care of his life. He concluded with ¢ xpref-
fing his confidence ; that with their affillance he
ﬂlouhl diflppnmL the defigns of thofe who wanted
to deprive him of that pid.mﬂ which he moft vah ued,
thedﬂcﬁion of his people. § D&
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§ X. Speeches fuggefted by a vindictive miniftry
better became the leader of an incenfed party, than
the father and fovereign of a divided people. This
declaration portended meafures which it was the in-
tereft of the crown to avoid, and fuited the temper
of the majority in both Houfes, which breathed
nothing but defirucion to their political adverfaries,
The Lords, in their addrefs of thanks, profeffed their
hope that his Majefty , affilied by the parliament,
would be able to recover the reputation of the king-
dom in foreign parts, the lofs of which they hoped to
convince the world by their actions was by no means
to be imputed to the nation in general. The Tories
faid this was an invidious reflection, calculated to
miflead and inflame the people ; for the reputation of
the kingdom had never been fo high as at this very
juncture. The Commons pretended aftonifhmient to
find that any conditions of the late peace fhould not

yet be duly execited ; and that care was not takento

form fuch alliances as might have rendered the peace
not precarious. They declared their refolution toins
quire into thefe fatal mifcarriages; to trace out thofe
meafures whereon the Pretender placed his hopes,
and bring the authors of them to condign punifhment.
Thefe addrefles were not voted without oppofition.
In the Houfe of Lords, the Dukes of Buckinghany
and Shrewfbury, the Earl of Anglefey, the Arch-
bithop of York, and other peers, both fecular and
ecclefialtical, obferved, that their addrels was in-
jurious to the late Queen’s memory, and would ferve
only to increafe thofe unhappy divifions that diftracs
ted the kingdom. In the Lower Houfe, Sir William
Vor. 1L N
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Wyndham, Mr. Bromley, IMr. Shippen, General
Rofs, Sir William Whitelock, and other members,
took exceptions to paffages of the fame nature, in
the addrefs which the Commons had prepared. They
were anfwered by Mr. Walpole, Mr. Pulteney,
and M. Secretary Stanhope. Thefe gentlemen took
occafion to declare, that notwithftanding the en-
deavours which had been ufed to prevent a difco-
very of the late mifmanagements, by conveying
away feveral papers from the fecretary’s office, yet
the government bad fufficient evidence left, to
prove the late minifiry the molft corrupt that ever
fat at the helm: that thofe matters would foon be
laid before the Houfe, when it would appear that
a certain Englilh general had adted in concert with,
if not received orders from , Marelchal de Villars.
Lord Bolingbroke, who had hitherto appeared in
public, asufual, with remarkable ferenity, and fpoke
in the Houfe of Lords with great freedom and con-
fidence, thought it was now high time to confult his
perfonal fafety. He accordingly withdrew to the
continent, leaving a letter which was afterwards
printed in his jultification®. In this paper, he declared
be had received certain and repeated informations
that a refolution was taken to purfue him to the fcaf-
fold : that if there had been the leaft reafon to hope
for a fair and open trial , after baving been already
prejudged, unheard , by the two Houfes of parlia-
ment, he (hould not havedeclined the ftriGeft exami-
nation. He challenged the moft inveterate of his

* Boyer. Torcy. Tindal. Bolingbroke. Voltaire,
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enerhies to produce any one inftance of criminal cor-
refpondence, or the lealt corruption in any part of
the admini®ration in which he was concerned. He
faid, if his zeal for the honor and dignity of his royal
miftrefs , and the true interelt of his country, had
any where tranfported him to let {lip a warm and
unguarded expreffion, he hoped the moft favorable
interpretation would be put upon it. He affirmed
that he had ferved her Majefty faithfully and duti-
fully, in that efpecially which the had moft at heart,
relieving her people from a bloody and expenfive
war ; and that he had always been too much an
Englithman to facrifice the intereft of his country
to any foreign ally whatloever.

§ XL In the midft of all this violerice againft the
late minifters, friends were not wanting to efpoufe
their caufe in the face of oppofition ; and even in fome
addreffes to the King their condu® was juftified.
Nay, fome individuals had courage enough to at-
tack the prefent adminiftrarion. Whena motion was
made in the Houfe of Commons, to confider the
King’s proclamation for calling a new parliament,
Sir William Whitelock , member for the wniverfity
of Oxford, boldly declared it was unprecedented and
unwarrantable. Being called upon to explain himfelf,
he made an apology. Neverthelefs, Sir William
Wyndham rifing up, faid the proclamation was not
only unprecedented and unwarrantable , but even of
dangerous confequence to the very being of parlia-
-ments. When challenged to jultify his charge, be
obferved, that every member was free to fpeak

his thoughts. Some exclaimed, “ The Tower! the
N2
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« Tower!” A warm debate enfued; Sir William
being ordered to withdraw, was accompanied by
one hundred and twenty - nine members ; and thofe
who remained in the Houfe refolved, That he fhould
be reprimanded by the Speaker. He was accordingly
rebuked, for having prefumed to refiect on his Ma-
jefty’s proclamation, and having made an unwarrants
able ufe of the freedom of fpeech granted by his Ma-
jefty. Sir.William faid he was not confcious of having
offered any indignity to his Majefty , or of having
been guilty of a breach of privilege : that he acquief-
ced in the determination of the Houfe; but had no
thanks to give to thole gentlemen who, under pre-
tence of lenity , had fubjeéted him to this cenfure.

§ XII. On the ninth day of April, General Stan.
bope delivered to the Houfe of Commons fourteen
volumes, confifting of all the papers relating to the
late negociations of peace and commerce, as well
as to the ceffation of arms; and moved that they
might be referred to a fcle@ committee of twenty
perfons, who fhould digeft the fubftance of them
under proper heads, and report them, with their
obfervations to the Houfe. One more was added to
the number of this fecret committee, which was
chofen by ballot; and met that fame evening. Ro-
bert Walpole, original chairman, being taken ill,
was fucceeded in that place by VIr. Stanhope. The
whole number was fubdivided into three committees:
to each a certain number of books was allotted ; and
they carried on the inquiry with great eagernefs and
expedition. Before this meafure was taken, Dr. Gil-
bert Burnet, Bifhop of Sarum, died of a pleuritic
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fever, in the feventy - fecond year of his age: imme-
diately after the committee had begun to ad, the
Whig- party loft one of their warmeft champions,
by the death of the Marquis of Wharton, anoble-
man poffeffed of happy talents for the cabinet, the
fenate, and the common fcenes of life; talents,
which a life of pleafure and libertinifm did not pre.
vent him from employing with furprifing vigor
and application. The committee of the Lower
Houfe taking the civil-lift into confideration, ex-
amined feveral papers relating to thatrevenue. The
Tories obferved, that from the feven bundred
thoufand pounds granted annually to King William,
fifty thoufand pounds were allotted to the late
Queen, when Princefs of Denmark ; twenty thou-

fand pounds to the Duke of Gloucefter ; and twice

that fum as a dowry to James's Queen: that near
two hundred thoufand pounds had been yearly
deducted from the revenues of the late Queen’s
civil- lift, and applied to other ufes ; notwith@tand-
ing which deduction, fhe had honorably main-
tained her family, and fupported the dignity of
the crown. In the courfe of the debate fome warm
altercation paffed between Lord Guernfey ard one
of the members , who affirmed that the late miniftry
had ufed the Whigs, and, indeed, the whole na«
tion in fuch a manner, that nothing they fhould
fuffer could be deemed hardfhip. At length the
Houfe agreed that the fum of feven hundred thou-
fand pounds clear fhould be granted for the civil-lift
during his Majefty’s life. A motion being made for
an addrefs againft penfions, it was oppoled by
N3
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Mr Walpole, and over - ruled by the majority. The
Lords paffed the b/l for regulating the land - forces,
with fome amendments

§ XII. On the eighteenth day of May, Sir John
Norris failed with a ftrong {quadron to the Baltic, in
order to protect the commerce of the nation, which
had fuffered from the King of Sweden, who caufed
all fhips trading to thole parts to be feized and confif-
cated. That prince had rejeéted the treaty of neutra-
lity concerted by the allies for the fecurity of the em-
pire; and confidered the Englifh and Dutch as his
enemies. The minifters of England and the States.
General had prefented memorials to the regency of
Sweden ; but finding no redrefls, they refolved to
protec their trade by force of arms. After the Swedifh
grneral Steenbock and his army were made prifoners,
Count Wellen concluded a treaty with the admimif-
trator of Holltein - Gottorp, by which the towns of
Stetin and Wifmar were fequeftered into the hands of
the King of Pruffia. The adminiftrator engaged to
fecure them, and all the reft of Swedifh Pomerania,
from the Poles and Mufcovites; but, as the governor
of Pomerania refufed to comply with this treaty,
thofe allies marched into the province, fubdued the
ifland of Rugen, and obliged Stetin to furrender.
Then the governor confented to the fequeftration,
and paid to the Poles and Mufcovites four hundred
thoufand rixdollars, to indemnify them for the ex.
penfe of the fiege. 'The King of Sweden returning from
Turkey, FEJC(ﬂied the treaty of fequeltration, and infift-
ed upon Stetin’sbeingreftored, without his repaying
the money. As this monarch likew#fe threatened
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to invade the electorate of Saxony, and chaftife his
falfe friends, King George, for the fecurity of his
German dowinions, concluded a treaty with the
King of Denmark ; by which the duchies of Bremen
and Verden, which had been taken from the Swede
in hisabfence, were made over to his Britannic Ma-
jefty, on condition that he fhould immediately de-
clare war againft Sweden. Accordingly, he took pof-
feflion of the duchiesin O&ober; publifhed a decla-
ration of war againft Charles in his German domi-
nions; and detached fix thoufand Hanoverians to
join the Danes and Pruflians in Pomerania. Thefe
alliesreduced the iflands of Rugen and Uledon, and
attacked the towns of Wifmar and Stralfund, from
which laft place Charles was obliged to retireina vef-
fel to Schonen. He affembled a body of troops with
which he propofed to pafs the Sound upon the ice,
and attack Copenhagen ; but was difappointed by a
fudden thaw. Neverthelefs, he refufed to return to
Stockholm, which he had not feen for fixteen years;
but remained at Carlfcroon, in order to haften his
fleet for the relief of Wifmar.

§ XIV. The fpirit of difcontent and difaffection
feemed to gain ground every day in Eogland. Not-
withftanding proclamations againft riots, and orders
of the juftices for maintaining the peace, repeated
tumults were raifed by the malecontents in the cities
of London and Weftminfter. Thofe who celebrated
the anniverfary of the King’s birth-day with the ufual
marks of joy and feftivity were infulted by the popu-
lace; but, next day, which was the anniverfary of
the reftoration , the yyhole city was lighted up with

N 4
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bonfires and illuminations, and echoed with the
found of mirth and tumultuous rejoicing. The peo.
ple even obliged the life-guards who patroled
through the ftreets, to join in the cry of “High.
¢ church and Ormond!” apd in Smithfield they
burned the picture of King William. Thirty per
fons were imprifoned for being concerned in thefe
riots. One Bournois, a fchoolmafter, who affirmed
that King George had no right to the crown, was
tried, and fcourged through the city, with fuch
feverity , thatin a few days he expired in the utmoft
torture. A frivolous incident ferved to increafe the
popular ferment. The fhirts allowed to the firfl regi-
ment of guards, commanded by the Duke of Marl-
borough, were fo coarfe, that the foldiers could
hardly be perfuaded to wear them. Some were thrown
into the garden of the King’s palace, and into that
which belonged to the Duke of Marlborpugh. A de-
tachment, inmarching through the city, produced
themto the view of the hopkeepersand paffengers, ex-
claiming, “ Thefe are the Hanover fhires.” The court
being informed of this clamor, ordered thofe new
fhirts to be burned immediately : but even this facri-
fice, and an advertifement publithed by the Duke of
Marlborough in his own vindication, did not acquit
that general of a fufpicion that he was concerned in
this mean fpecies of peculation. A reward of fifty
pounds was offered by the government to any perfon
that would difcover one Captain Wight, who, by
an intercepted ietter, appeared to be difaffedted to
King George; and Mr. George Jefferies was feized
at Dublin, with a packet direéted to Dr. Jonathan




GEORGE 1 185

Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s. Several treafonable
papers being found in this packet, were tranfmitted
to England : Jefferies was obliged to give bail for his
appearance ; and Swift thought proper to abfcond.
§ XV. The Houfe of Lords, to demonftrate their
abhorrence of all who fhould engage in confpiracies
againft their fovereign, rejected with indignation
a petition prefented to them in behalf of Blackburn,
Calils, Barnarde, Meldrum, and Chambers, who
had hitherto continued prifoners, for having con-
{pired againft the life of King William. On the
ninth day of June, IMr. Walpole, as chairman of
the fecret committee, declared to the Houfe of
Commons, that the report was ready; andinthe
mean time moved , That a warrant might be iffued
by Mr. Speaker for apprehending feveral perfons,
particularly Mr. Matthew Prior and Mr. Thomas
Harley, who being in the Houfe, were immediately
taken into cuftody. Then he recited the report,
ranged under thefe different beads: the clandeftine
negociation with Monfieur VMenager: the extraor-
dinary meafures purfued to form the congrefs at
Utrecht : the trifling of the French plenipotentiaries,
by the connivance of the Britifh minifters: the ne-
gociation abont the renunciation of the Spanith
monarchy : the fatal fufpenfion of arms : the feizure
of Ghent and Bruges, in order to diftrefs theallies

"and favor the French: the Duke of Ormond’s

acing in concert with the French general: the
Lord Bolingbroke’s journey to France, to nego-
ciate a feparate peace: IVIr, Prior’s and the Duke of
Shrewfbury’s negociation in France: the precipitate

CHAP.

1715,




BOOK
Ii.
1715,

186 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

conclufion of the peace at Utrecht. The report
being read, Sir Thomas Hanmer moved, That the
confideration of it (hould be adjourned to a certain
day ; and that in the mean time the report (hould
be printed for the perufal of the members : he was
feconded by the Tories: adebate enfued; and the
motion was rejected by a great majority.

§ XVI This point being gained, Mr. Walpole
impeached Henry Lord Vifcount Bolingbroke of
high -treafon, and other high crimes and mifde-
meanours.  Mr. Hungerford declared his opinion,
that nothing mentioned in the report, in relation
to Lord Bolingbroke, amounted to high - treafon ;
and General Rofs exprefled the fame fentiment.
Then Lord Coningfby ftanding up, “The worthy
& chairman (faid he) basimpeached the hand, but
“ ] impeach the head : he has impeached the clerk,
% and 1 the jullice: he has impeached the fcholar,
¢ and I the mafter. I impeach Robert Earl of Ox-
¢ ford and Earl Mortimer of high-treafon, and
« other crimes and mifdemeanours.” IVIr. Auditor
Harley, the Earl's brother, fpoke in vindication
of that minifter. He atlirmed he had done nothing
but by the immediate command of his fovereign:
that the peace was a good peace, and approved
as fuch by two parliaments; and that the fads
charged to him in the report amounted only to
mifdemeanours: if the fan&tion of a parliament,
which is the reprefentative and legiflature of the
nation, be not fufficient to protect a minifter from
the vengeance of his enemies, he can have no fecurity,

IMr. Auditor Foley , the Earl's brother-in-law,
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made a fpeech to the fame purpofe: Sir Jofeph
Jekyll, a ftaunch Whig, and member of the fecret
committee, exprefled his doubt, whether they had
fufficient matter or evidence to impeach the Earl of
high- treafon. Neverthelefs, the Houfe refolved to
impeach him, without a divifion. When he ap.
peared in the Houfe of Lords next day, he found
himfelf avoided by his brother-peers, as infectious;
and retired with {igns of confufion. Prior and Harley
having been examined by fuch of the committee as
were juftices of the peace for Middlefex, Mr. Wal.
pole informed the Houfe that matters of {fuch im-
portance appeared in Prior’s examination, that he
was directed to move them for that member’s being
clofely confined. Prior was accordingly imprifoned,
and cut off from all communication. On the twenty-
firft day of June, Mr. Secretary Stanhope impeached
James, Duke of Ormond, of high-treafon, and

CHAP.
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other high crimes and mifdemeanours. IMr, Archi-

bald Hutchinfon, one of the commiffioners of trade,
fpoke in favor of the Duke. He expatiated on his
noble birth and qualifications : he enumerated the
great fervices performed to the crown and nation
by his grace and his anceftors: he obferved,
that in the whole courfe of his late conduét, he
had only obeyed the Queen’s commands; and he
affirmed that all the allegations againft him could
not in the rigor of the law, be conftrued into high-
treafon. Mr. Hutchinfon was feconded by General
Lumley, who urged that the Duke of Ormond
had on all occafions given fignal proofs of his
affection for his country, as well as of perfanal
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courage; and that he had generoufly expended the
beft part of his eftate, by living abroad in a moft
noble and fplendid manner, for the honor of his
fovereign. Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid, if there was room
for mercy, he hoped it would be fhown to that
noble, generous, and courageous peer , who had
in a courfe of many years exerted thofe great ac-
complifhments for the good and honor of his
country : that, as the Ratute of Edward 1II. on
svhich the charge of high- treafon againft him was
to be grounded, had been mitigated by fubfequent
a&s, the Houfe ought not, in his opinion, to
take advantage of that act againft the Duke, but
only impeach him of high crimes and mifdemean-
ours. General Rofs, Sir William Wyndham, and
the fpeakers of that party, did not abandon the
Duke in this emergency: but all their arguments
and eloquence were loft upon the other faction, by
which they were greatly outnumbered. The quel-
tion being put, was carried for the impeachment of
the Duke of Ormond, who perceiving every thing
conduéted by a furious [pirit of revenge, and that he
could not expect the benefit of an impartial trial, con-
fulted his own fafety,, by withdrawing himfelf from
the kingdom. On the twenty-fecond day of June, the
Earl of Strafford was likewife impeached by Mr. Aif
laby, for having advifed the fatal fufpenfion of arms,
and the feizing of Ghent and Bruges; as well asfor
having treated the moft ferene houfe of Hanover with
infolence and contempt. He was alfo defended by
his friends, but overpowered by his enemies.

§ XVII. When the articles againft the Earl of
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Oxford were read in the Houfe, a warm debate
arofe npon the eleventh, by which he was charged
with having advifed the French King in what man-
ner Tournay might be gained from the States- Ge-
neral. - The queftion being put, Whether this ar.
ticle amounted to high- treafon ? Sir Robert Ray-
mond, formerly folicitor- general, maintained the
negative, and was fupported not only by Sir William
Wyndham, and the Fories, but alfo by Sir Jofeph
Jekyll. This honeft patriot faid it was ever his prin-
ciple to do juftice to every body, from the higheft
to the loweft; and that it was the duty of an honeft
man never to aé by a fpirit of party: that he hoped
he might pretend to have fome knowledge of the
laws of the kingdom ; and would not fcruple to de-
clare, that, inhis judgment, the charge in queltion
did not amount to high- treafon. [Vir. Walpole an-
fwered with great warmth, that there were feveral
perfons both in and out of the committee, who did
not in the lealt yield to that member in point of ho-
nefty , and who were fuperior to him in the know-
ledge of the laws, yet were fatisfied that the charge
fpecified in the eleventh article amounted to high-
treafon. This point being decided againft the Earl,
and the other articles approved by the Houfe, Lord

" Coningfby, attended by the Whig-members, im-

peached the Farl of Oxford at the bar of the Houfe
of Lords, demanding, at the [ame time, that he
might be fequeRered from parliament. and committed
to fafe cuftody. A motion was made, that the con-
fideration of the articles might be adjourned. Aftera
fhort debate the articles were read: then the Tory-
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Jords moved that the judges might be confulted,
The motion being rejected; another was made,
that the Earl [hould be committed to fafe cuftody :
this occaflioned another debate, in which he himfelf
fpoke to the following purpofe : That the whole
charge might be reduced to the negociation and

" conclufion of the peace: that the nation wanted a

peace, he faid, nobody would deny: that the con-
ditions of this peace were as good as could be ex-
pected, confidering the backwardnefs and relucs
tancy which fome of the allies (howed to come into
the Queen’s meafures : that the peace was approved
by two fucceflive parliaments: that he had no (hare
in the affair at Tournay, which was wholly tranfs
a&ed by that unfortunate nobleman who had thought
fit to ftep afide: that, for his own part, he always
a&ed by the immediate direions and commands of
the late Queen, without offending againftany known
law; and, being jultified by his own confcience,
was unconcerned for the life of an infignificant old
man: that, if minifters of ftate, acting by the imme.
diate commands of their fovereign, are afterwards
to be made accountable for their proceedings, it might
one day or other be the cale with all the members of
that auguft affembly : that he did not doubt their
lordfhips,, out ofregard to themfelves, would give
him an equitable hearing: and that in the profecution
of the inquiry it would appear he had merited not
only the indulgence, but even the favor of his govern-
ment. “ My lords (faidhe) I amnow to take my
<« leave of your lordfhips, and of this honorable
“ Houfe, perhaps for ever. I fhall lay down my
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“ life with pleafure in a caufe favored by my
s late dear royal miftrefs. When I confider that I
“« am to be judged by the juftice, honor, and
virtue of my peers, I fhall acquiefce, and retire
“ with great content; and, my lords, God’s will
“ be done.” The Duke of Shrewfbury having ac.
quainted the Houfe that the Earl was very much in.
difpofed with the gravel, he was [uffered to remain
at his own houfe, in cultody of the black.rod: in
his way thither he was attended by a great multi.
tude of people, crying, “High-church, Ormond,
“ and Oxford, forever!” Next day he was brought
to the bar, where he received a copy of the articles,
and was allowed a month to prepare his anfwer.
Though Dr. Mead declared that if the Earl fhould
be fent to the Tower his life would be in danger,
it was carried, on a divifion, that he fhould be
conveyed thither on the fixteenth day of July.
During the debate, the Earl of Anglefey obferved
that thefe impeachments were difagreeable_ to the
nation; and that it was to be feared fuch violent
meafures would make the fceptre fhake in the King’s
hands. Thisexpreflion kindled the whole Houfe into
a flame. Some members cried, “'To the Tower!”
fome, “To order!” The Earl of Sunderland des
clared, that if thefe words had been fpoken in
another place he would have called the perfon that
fpoke them to an account: in the mean time, he
moved that the noble lord fhould explain himfelf.
Anglefey , dreading the refentment of the Houfe,
was glad to make an apology; which was accepted.
The Barl of Oxford was attended to the Tower
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by a prodigious concourfe of people, who did not
fcruple to exclaim againft his perfecutors. Tumulcs
were raifed in Stafford(hire, and other parts of the
kingdom, againft the Whig - party, which had de-
prefled the friends of the church, and embroiled the
nation, The Houfe of Commons prefented an ad-
drefs to the King, defiring that the laws might be
vigoroufly executed againt the rioters. They pre-
pared the proclamation-act, decrecing that ifany per-
fons, to the number of twelve, unlawfully alfembled,
fhould continue together one hour after having
been required to difperfe by a juftice of peace or
other officer, and heard the proclamation againft
riots read in public, they fhould be deemed
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy.

§ XVIII. When the King went to the Houfe
of Peers , on the twentieth day of July, to give the
royal affent to this, and fome other bills, he told
both Houfes, that a rebellion was actually begun
at home; and that the nation was threatened with
an invafion from abroad. He, therefore, expected
that the Commons would not leave the kingdom
in a defencelefs condition, but enable him to take
fuch meafures as fhould be neceffary for the pu-
blic fafety. Addreffes in the ufual fiyle were im-
mediately prefented by the parliament, the convo-
cation, the common-council and lieutenancy of Lon-
don, and the two univerfities : but that of Oxford
was received in the moft contemptuous manner; and
the deputies were charged with difloyalty , on ac-
count of a fray which had happened between fome

recruiting
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recruiting officers and the fcholars of the univerfi-
ty. The addreffes from the kirk of Scotland, and
the diffenting minifters of London and Weltminfter,
met with a much more gracious reception. The
parliament forthwith paffed a bill, empowering the
King to fecure fufpected perfons, and to fulpend
the Habeas Corpus act-in that time of danger. A
claufe was added to a money -bill, offering the re.
ward of one bundred thoufand pounds to fuch as
thould feize the Pretender, dead or alive. Sir
George Byng was fent totake the command of the
fleet: General Erle repaired to his government of
Portfmouth: the guards weye encamped in Hyde-
Park : Lord Irwin was appointed governor of Hull,
in the room of Brigadier Sutton , who, together
with Lord Windfor, the Generals Rofs, Webb,
and Stuarc, were difmiffed from the fervice. Orders
were given for raifing thirteen regiments of dra-
goons, and eight of infantry ; and the trained-bands
were kept in readinefs to fupprels tumults. In the
midit of thefe tranfadtions the Commons added fix
articles to thofe exhibited againft the Earl of Ox-
ford. Lord Bolingbroke was impeached at the bar
of the Houfe of Lords by V. Walpole. Bills being
brought in to fummon him and the Duke of Or-
mond to furender themfelves by the tenth of Sep-
tember, or, in default thereof, to attaint them of
hight-reafon, they pafled both Houfes, and received
the royal affent. On the laft day of Auguft, the
Commons agreed to the articles againft the Earl of
Strafford,, which being prefented to the Houfe of
Lords, the Ear] made a fpeech in his own vindication,
Vou. I1IL 0]

CHAP.

1715




BOOK

il
1715.

194 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

He complained that his papers had been feized in an
unprecedented manner. He faid, if he had in his
letters or difcourfe dropped any unguarded exprel
fions againft fome foreign minifters , while he had
the honor to reprefent the crown of Great - Britain,,
he hoped they would not be accounted criminal by
a Britifh Houfe of Peers: he defired he might be
allowed a competent time to anf{wer the artldcs
brought againft him ; and have dupiicqtcs of all the
papers which had either been laid before the com-
mittee of fecrecy, or remained in the hands of go-
vernment, to be ufed occafionally in his jultification.
This requeit was vehemently oppofed by the leaders
of the other party , until ‘,he Earl of Ilay reprefented
that, in all civilized nations , all courts of judicature,
except the Inquifition , allowed the perfons arraign-
ed all that was neceffary for their jultification ; and
that the Houle of Peers of Great - Britain ought not,
in this cafe, to do: any thing contiary to that honor
and equity for which they were fo juftly renowned
throughout all Europe. This obfervation made an
impreffion on the Houfe, which refolved that the
Earl fhould be indulged with cop: s of fuch papers
as he might have occafion to ufe in his defence.

§ XIX. On the third day of September, Oxford’s
anfwer was delivered to the Houfe of Lords, who
tranfmitted it to the Commons. VMr. Walpole, hav-
ing heard it read , faid it contained little more than
a repetition of wh it had been fuggelled in fome
pamphlets and papers which had been publifhed in
vindication of the late miniftry : that it was a falfe
and malicious libel, laying upon his royal miftrefs
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the blame of 2l the pernicious meafures he had led
ber into, againft her own honor, and the good of
his country: that it was likewife a libel on the pro-
ceedings of the Commons, fince he endeavoured to
clear thofe perfons who had already confefled their
guilt by flight. After fome debate, the Houfe refol.
ved, That the anfwer of Robert Earl of Oxford
fhould be referred to the committee appoiated to
draw up articles of impeachment, and prepare evid-
ence againft the impeached Lords; and that the
committee fhould prepare a replication to the an-
fwer. This was accordingly prepared , and fent
up to the Lords. ' Then the committee reported ,
That Mr. Prior had grofsiy prevaricated on his ex-
amination ,’ and behaved with great contempt of
their authority. The Duke of Qrmond and Lord
Vifcount Bolingbroke baving omitted to furrender
themfelves within the time limited, the Houfe of
Lords ordered the Earl-Marfhal to rafe out of the
1ift of peers their names and armorial bearings. In-
ventories were taken of their perfonal eftates; and
the Duke’s achievement, as knight of the garter, was
taken down from St. George's chapel at Windfor.
A man of candor cannot, without an emotion of
arief and indignation, reflect upon the ruin of the
noble family of Ormond, in the perfon of a brave,
generons, and humane nobleman, to whom no crime
was imputed, but that of having obeyed the com-
mand of his fovereign. About this period the royal
affent was given to an ad for encouraging loyalty
in Scotland. By this law the tenant who continued

peaccablc while his lord tock arms in favor of the
03
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Pretender , was invefted with the property of

the lands herented : on the other hand, it was de-

creed that the lands poffeffed by any perfon guilty

of high- treafon fhould revert to the fuperior of
whom they were held, and be confolidated with

the fuperiority ; and that all entails and fettlements

of eftates, fince the firft day of Auguft, in favor of
children, with a fraudulent intent to avoid the pu-

nifhment of the law due to the offence of high- trea-

fon, fhould be null and void. It likewife contain-

ed a claufe for fummoning fufpeded perfons. to

find bail for their good behaviour, on pain of being -
denounced rebels. By virtue of this claufe all the

heads of the Jacobite clans, and other fufpected per-

fons, were fummoned to Edinburgh ; and thofe

who did not appear were declared rebels.

§ XX. By this time the rebellion was a&ually
begunin Scotland. The diffenfions occafioned in that
country by the Union had never been wholly appea-
{fed. Even fince the Queen’s death, addrefles were
prepared in different parts of Scotland againft the
Union, which was deemed a national grievance;
and the Jacobites did not fail to encourage this
averfion. Though their hopes of diffolving that
treaty were baffled by the indultry and other arts
of the Revolutioners, who fecured a majority of
Whigs in parliament, they did not lay afide their
defigns of attempting fomething of confequence in
favor of the Pretender ; but maintained a correfpon-
dence with the malecontents of England, a great
number of whom were driven by apprehenfion,
hard ufage, and refentment into a fyftem of poli-
#ics, which otherwife they would not have efpoufed.
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The Tories finding themfelves totally excluded
from any fhare in the government and legiflature,
and expofed to the infolence and fury of a faction
which they defpifed, began to wilh in earnelt for
arevolution. Some of them held private confulta-
tions, and communicated with the Jacobites, who.
conveyed their fentiments to the Chevalier de St.
George, with fuch exaggerations as were dictated
by their own eagernefs and extravagance. They
affured the Pretender that the nation was wholly
difaffe@ted to the new government; and, indeed,
the clamors , tumults, and converfation of the
people in general countenanced this affertion. They
promifed to take arms without further delay in his
favor ; and engaged that the Tories fhould join
them at his firlt landing in Great -Britain. They,
the refore, befought him to come over with all
poffible expedition, declaring that his appearance
would produce an immediate revolution. The
Chevalier refolved to take the advantage of this
favorable difpofition. He had recourfe to the French
King, who had always been the refuge of his fa
mily. Louis favored him in fecret; and, notwith-
ftanding his late engagements. with England, che-
rifhed the ambition of raifing him to the throne of
Great- Britain. He fupplied him privately with fums.
of money, to prepare a fmall armament in the port
of Havre, which was equipped in the name of
Depine d’Anicaut ; and, without all doubt, his
deﬁgn was to aflift h:m more effeGually, in propor-
tion as the Englifh fhould manifeft their attachment
to the houfe of Stuart. The Duke of Ormond and
O3
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Lord Bolinbroke, who had re-ired to France, find-
ing themfclves condemned unheard , and attainted,
engaged in the fervice of the Chevalier, and corre-
fponded with the Tories of England.

§ XXI. All thefe intrigues and machinations were
difcovered and communicated to the court of Lon.
don by the Earl of Stair, who then refided as Englifh
ambaffador a¢ Paris. He was a ncbleman of un-
queftioned honorand integrity , generous, humane,
difcerning, and refolute. He had fignalized himfelf
by his valor, intrepidity , and other military talents,
during the war in the Netherlands; and he now
acted in another {phere with uncommon vigor,
vigilance , and addrefs. He detected the Chevalier’s
fcheme while it was yetin embryo, and gave fuch
carly notice of it as enabled the King of Great-Britain
to take effe@ual meafures for defeating the defign:
All the Pretender’s intereft in France expired with
Louis X1V. that oftentatious tyrant , who had for
above half a century facrificed the repofe of Chrif-
tendom to his infatiate vanity and ambition. At
his death, which happened on the firft day of Sep-
tember , the regency of the kingdom devolved to
the Duke of Orleans, who adopted a new fyftem
of politics, and had already entered into engage-
ments with the King of Great-Britain. Inftead of
aflifting the Pretender, he amufed his agents with
myfterious and equivocal expreflions, calculated
to fruftrate the defign of the expedition. Never-
thelefs, the more violent part of the Jacobites in
Great - Britain, believed he was at bottom a friend
to their caufe; and depended upon him for fuccour.
They even extorted from him a fum of money by




fents
oW
gor,

‘\l‘\ i
ARTS

GEORGE L 199

dint of importunities, and fome arms ; but the veffel
was (hipwrecked , and the cargo loft upon the coaft
of Scotland,

§ XXII. The partifans of the Pretender had pro-
ceeded too far to retreat with fafety; and, therefore,
refolved to try their fortune in the field. The Earl
of Mar. repaired to the Highlands, where he held
confultations with the Marquifles of Huntley and
Tullibardine , the Earls Marifchal and Southefk,
the Generals Hamilton and Gordon, with the chiefs
of the Jacobite clans. Then he affembled three
hundred of his own vaffals; proclaimed the Pre-
tender at Caftletown, and fet up his ftandard ag
Brae - Mar , on the fixth day of September. By this
time the Farls of Home, Wigtoun, and Kinnoul,
Lord Defkford , and Lockhart of Carnwath, with
other perfons fafpeded of difaffedion to the prefent
government , were committed prifoners to the
caltle of Edinburgh ; and Major - General Whe-
tham marched wich the regular troops which were
in that kingdom to fecure the bridge at Stirling.
Before thefe precautions were taken, two vellels
had arrived at Arbroath from Havre, wich arms,
ammunition, and a great number of officers , who
affured the Farl of Mar, that the Pretender would
foon be with them in perfon. The death of Louis
XIV. firuck a general damp upon their fpirits ; but
they laid their account with being joined by a
powerful body in England. The Earl of Mar, by
letters and meffages, preffed the Chevalier to come
over] without further delay. He, in the mean time,
affumed the title of lieutenant - gencral of the

04

CHAP.

1715,




BOOK

Il
1715,

200 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Pretender’s forces, and publifhed a declaration, ex-
horting the people to take arms for their lawful. fo-
vereign. This was followed by a fhrewd manifelto,
explaining the national grievances, and affuring the
people of redrefs. Some of his partifans attempted
to furprife the caftle of Edinburgh; but were pres
vented by the vigilance and activity of Colonel
Stuart, lieutenant-governor of that fortrefs. The Duke
of Argyle fet out for Scotland as commander in
chief of the forces in North- Britain : the Karl of
Sutherland {et fail in the Queenborough thip of
war for the North, where he propofed to raife his
vaflals for the fervice of government; and many
other Scottifh peers returned to their own country,
in order to fignalize their loyalty to King George.

§ XXIIL In England the pradices of the Jaco-
bites did net efcape the notice of the miniftry.
Lieutenant - Colonel Paul was imprifoned in the
Gate - houfe, for inlifting men in the fervice of the
Pretender. The titular Duke of Powis was com-
mitted to the Tower: Lords Lanfdown and Dup.
lin were taken into cuftody: and a warrant was
lued for apprehending the Earl of Jerfey. The
King defired the confent of the Lower Houfe
to feize and detain Sir William Wyndham , Sir
John Packington , Mr. Edward Harvey , of
Combe; Mr. Thomas Fofter, Mr. John Anf
tis , and Mr. Corbet Kynafton , who were
members of the Houfe, and fufpeted of favor-
ing the invafion. The Commons unanimoufly
agreed to the propofal , and prefented an addrefs,
fignifying their approbation. Harvey and Anftis
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were immediately fecured. Forfter, with the affilt-
ance of fome popifh lords, affembled a body of men
i Northumberland : Sir JohnPackington being exa-
mined before the council, was dilmiffed for want
of evidence: Mr. Kynafton abfconded: Sir William
Wyndham was feized at his own houfe in Somer-
fetfhire, by Colonel Hulke and a meflenger, who
fecured his papers: he found means, Lowever, to
efcape from them; but afterwards furrendered him-
felf, and, having been examined at the council-board,
was committed to the Tower. His father-in-law,
the Duke of Somerfet, offered to become bound
for his appearance; and being rejected as bail, ex-
prefled his refentment fo warmly, that the King
thought proper to remove him from the office of
mafter of the horfe. On the twenty-firft day of Sep-
tember, the King went to the Houfe of Lords, and
pafled the bills that were ready for the royal affent.
Then the Chancellor read his Majefty’s fpeech, ex-
prefling his acknowledgment and fatisfaction in con-
{fequence of the uncommon marks of their affe@ion
he had received; and the parliament adjourncd to
the fixth day of Od&ober.

§ XX1V. The Friends of the houfe ofStuart were
very numerous in the weltern counties, and began to
make preparations for an infurreéion. They had
concealed fome arms and artillery at Bath, and form-
ed a defign to furprife Briftol: but they were betray-
ed and difcovered by the emiffaries of the govern-
ment; which bafHed all their fchemes, and apprehend-
ed every perfon of confequence fufpected of attach-
ment to that caufe. The univerfity of Oxford felt the
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rod of power on that occafion. Major-General Pep-
per, with a ftrong detachment of dragoons, took
poffellion of the city at day-break, declaring he
would ufe military execution on all ftudents who
fhould prefume to appear without the limits of their
refpective colleges. He feized ten or eleven perfons,
among whom was cne Lloyd, a coffeeman, and made
prize of fome horfes and furniture belonging to Colo-
nel Owen, and other gentlemen. With this booty he
retreated to Abingdon ; and Handalyde’s regiment of
foot was afterwards quartered in Oxford, to over-
awe the univerfity. The miniftry found it more dif-
ficultto fupprefs the infurgents in the northern coun-
ties. In the month of O&ober the Earl of Derwent-
water and Mr. Forlter took the field with a body of
horfe, and being joined by fome gentlemen from the
borders of Scotland, proclaimed the Pretender in
Warkworth,, Morpeth, and Alnwick. The firft de-
fign was to feize the town of Newcaftle, in which
they bad many friends ; but they found the gates fhut
upon them, and retired to Hexham ; while General
Carpenter having affembled a body of dragoons, re-
folved to march from Newecaftle, and attack them be-
fore they [hould be re-enforced. The rebels retiring
northward to Woller, were joired by two hundred
Scottifh horfe under the Lord Vifcount Kenmuir,
and the Earls of Carnwath and Wintoun, who had
fet up the Pretender’s ftandard at Moffat, and pro-
claimed him in different parts of Scotland. The rebels
thus re-enforced advanced to Kelfo, having received
advice that they would bejoined by I‘v‘Iackiﬁtoﬂ:,who
had croffed the Forth withabody of Highlanders.
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§ XXV. By this time the Earl of Mar was at the
head of ten thoufand men well armed. He had fecur-
ed the pafs of the Tay at Perth, where his head-
guarters were eftablilhed, and made himfelf maller
of the whole fruitful province of Fife, and all the
fea-coaft on that fide of the Frith of Edinburgh. He
felec¢ted two thoufand five hundred men, command-
ed by Brigadier Mackintoth, to make a defcent
upon the Lothian fide, and join the Jacobites in that
county, or fuch as fhould take arms on the borders
of England. Boats were allembled for this purpofe
and , notwithRanding all the precautions that could
be taken by the King’s (hips in the Frith, to prevent
the defign, above five hundred chofen men made
good their paffage in the night, and landed on the
coaft of Lothian, bhaving crofled an arm of the fea
about fixteen miles broad, in open boats that paffed
through the midft of the j{ll‘:n s cruifers. Nothing
could be better concerted, or executed with more
conduétand courage, than was this hazardous enter-
prife. They amufed the King's fhips with marches
and counter-marches along the coaft, in fuch a
manner that they could not poffibly know where
they intended to embark. The Earl of Mar in the
mean time, marched from Perth to Dumblaine, asif
he had intended to crofs the Forth at Stirling-bridge :
but his real defign was to divert the Duke of Argyle
from attacking his detachment which he landed in
Lothian. So far the fcheme fucceeded. The Duke,
who had aflfembled fome troops in Lothian, return-
ed to Stirling with the utmoft expedition, after
having fecured Edinburgh , and obliged Mackintoth
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to abandon his defign on that city. This partifan had
actually taken poffeflion of Leith, from whence he
retired to Seaton-houle, near Prefton- Pans, which
he fortified 1 fuch a manner that he could not be
forced without artillery. Here he remained until he
received an order acrofs the Frith from the Earl of
Mar, to join Lord Kenmuir and the Englifh at Kelfo,
to which place he immediately began his march, and
reached it on the twenty-fecond day of Ocober,
though a good number of his men had deferted on
the route.

§ XXVI. The Lord Kenmuir, with the Earls of
Wintoun, Nithfdale, and Carnwath; the Earl of
Derwentwater and Mr. Forfter, with the Englifh
infurgents, arriving at the fame time, a council of
war was immediately called. Wintoun propofed chat
they fhould march immediately into the weltern parts
of Scotland, and join General Gordon, who com-
manded a ftrong body of Highlandersin Argylefhire.
The Englifh infifted upon crofling the Tweed, and
attacking General Carpenter, whofe troops did not
exceed nine hundred dragoons. Neither fcheme was
executed. They took the route to Jedburgh, were
they refolved to leave Carpenter on one fide, and
penetrate into England by the weftern border. The
Highlanders declared they would not quit their own
country ; but were ready to execute the fcheme pro-
pofed by the Earl of Wintoun. Means, however,
were found to prevail upon one half of them to ad-
vance, while the reft returned to the Highlands. At

* Brampton; Forfter opened his commiffion of general,

which had been fent to him from the Earl of Mar,
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and proclaimed the Pretender.  They continued
their march to Penrith, where the fheriff, affifted
by the Lord Lonfdale and the Bifhop of Carlifle, had
aflembled the whole poffe-comitatus of Cumberland,
amounting to twelve thoufand men, who difperfed
with the utmoft precipitation at the approach of the
rebels. From Penrith, Forfter proceeded by the way
of Kendal and Lancafier to Prefton, from whence
Stanhope’s regiment of dragoons, and another of
militia, immediately retired ; fo that he took pof-
feflion of the place without refiltance. General Wil-
lis marched againft the enemy with {ix regiments of
horfe and dragoons, and one battalion of foot com-
manded by Colonel Prefton. They had advanced to
the bridge of Ribble before Forfter received intel-
ligence of their approach. He forthwich began to
raife barricadoes, and put the placein a pofture of
defence. On the twelfth day of November, the
town was brifkly attacked in two different places:
but the King’s troops met with a very warm recep-
tion, and were repulfed with confiderable lofs. Next
day General Carpenter arrived with a re-enforce-
ment of three regiments of dragoons; and the rebels
were invefted on all fides. The Highlanders de-
clared they would make a fally fword in hand, and
either cut their way through the King’s troops, or
perifh in the attempt; but they were over-ruled.
Forfter fent Colonel Oxburgh with a trumpet, to
General Willis, to propofe a capitulation. He was
given to underftand, that the general would not
treat with rebels; but in cafe of their furrendering
at difcretion he would prevent his foldiers from
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putting them to the fword, until he fhould receive
further orders. He granted them time to confider
till next morning, upon their delivering the Earl of
Derwentwater and Mackintofh as hoftages. When
Forfter fubmitted, this Highlander declared he coud
not promife that the Scots would furrender in that
manner. The general defired him to return to his
people, and he would forthwith attack the town,
in which cafe every man of them fhould be cutin
pieces. The Scottifh noblemen did not chufe to run
the rifque; and perfuaded the Highlanders to accept
the terms that were offered. They accordingly laid
down their arms, and were put under a ftrong guard.
All the noblemen and leaders were fecured. Major
Nairn, Captain Lockhart, Captain Skaftoe, and
Enfign Erlkine, were tried by a court-martial as
deferters, and executed. Lord Charles Murray, fon
of the Duke of Athol, was likewife condemned for
the fame crime, but reprieved. The common men
were imprifoned at Chefter and Liverpool; the no-
blemen and confiderable officers were fent to Lon-
don, conveyed through the fireets pinioned like
malefadtors, and committed to the Tower and to
Newgate.

§ XXVII. The day on which the rebels furrender-
ed at Preflton was remarkable for the battle of Dum-

laine, fought between the Duke of Argyle and the
Earl of Mar, who commanded the Pretender’s for-
ces. 'This nobleman bad retreated to his camp at
Perth, when he underftood the Duke was returned
from Lothian to Strling. But being now joined by
the northern clans under the Farl of Seaforth, and
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thofe of the weft commanded by General Gordon, cugae
who had fignalized himfelf in the fervice of the Czar T O
of Mufovy, he refolved to pafls the Forth, in or- 1715
der to join his fouthern friends, that they might

march together into England. With this view he ad-

vanced to Auchterarder, where he reviewed hisarmy,

and refied on the eleventh day of November. The

Duke of Argyle, apprized of his intention, and being

joined by fome regiments of dragoons from Ireland,

determined to give him battle in the neighbourhood
o ;

of Dumblaine. On the twelfth day of the month,
ceep

] Argyle palled the Forth at Stirling, and encamped
B with his left at the village of Dumblaine, and his
: right towards Sheriff-moor. The Earl of Mar ad-
vanced within two miles of bis camp, and remained
till day-break in order of battle; his army confifting
of nine thoufand effe@ive men, cavalry as well as
infantry. In the morning, the Duke, underftanding
they were in motion, drew up his forces, which did
not exceed three thoufand five hundred men, on the
heights to the north-eaft of Dumblaine: but he was
outflanked both on the right and left. The clans
that formed part of the centre and right wing of the
enemy, with Glengary and Clanronald at their
head, charged the left of the King’s army {word in
hand, with fuch impetuofity, that in feven minutes
both horfe and foot were totally routed with great
flaughter; and General Whetham, who command-
ed them, fled at full gallop to Stirling, where he
declared that the royal army was totally defeated.
In the mean time, the Duke of Argyle, who com-
manded in perfon on the right, attacked the left
i, * of the enemy, at the head of Stair’s and Evans’s
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dragoons, and drove them two miles before him,
as far at the water of Allan: yet in that fpace they
wheeled about, and attempted to rally ten times;
{o that he was obliged to prefs them hard , that they
might not recover from their confufion. Brigadier
Wightman followed, in order to fuftain him with
three batralions of infantry; while the vicorious
right wing of the rebels, having purfued Whetham
a confiderable way, returned to the field, and
formed in the rear of Wightman, to the amount of
five thoufand men. The Duke of Argyle, return-
ing from the purfuit, joined Wightman, who bhad
faced about, and taken pofleflion of fome en-
clofures and mud-walls, in expecation of being at-
tacked. In this pofture both armies fronted each
other till the evening, when the Duke drew off
towards Dumblaine, and the rebels retired to Ar-
doch, without mutual moleftation. Next day, the
Duke marching back to the field of battle, carried
off the wounded, with four pieces of cannon left
by the enemy, and retreated to Stirling. Few pri-
foners were taken on either {ide: the number of the
flain might be above five hundred of each army;
and both generals claimed the victory. This battle
was not fo fatal to the Highlanders as the lofs of
Invernefs, from which Sir John Mackenzie was
driven by Simon Frazer Lord Lovat, wha, con-
trary to the principles he had hitherto profeffed,
fecured this important poft for the government;
by which means a free communication was opened
with the North of Scotland, where the Earl of
Sutherland had raifed a confiderable body of vaffals.
The
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The Marquis of Huntley and the Earl of Seaforth
were obliged to quit the rebel army, in order to
defend their own territories ; and in a hittle time
fubmitted to King George: a good number of the
Frazers declared with their chief againft the Pre-
tender: the Marquis of Tullibardine withdrew from
the army , to cover his own country; and the clans,
{éeing no likelihood of another action, began to dif-
perfe, according to cuftom.

§ XXVIII. The government was now in a cons
dition to fend ftrong re - enforcements. to Scotland.
Six thoufand men that were claimed of the States-
General, by virtue of the treaty , landed in England,
and began their march for Edinburgh: General Ca-
dogan fet out for the fame place, together with
Brigadier Petit, and fix other engineers ; and a train
of artillery was fhipped at the Tower for that coun-
try, the Duke of Argyle refolving to drive the Farl
of Mar out of Perth, to which town he had retired
with the remains of his forces. The Pretender hav«
ing been amufed with the hope of feeing the whole
kingdom of England rife up as one man in his behalf;
and the Duke of Ormond having made a fruitlefs
voyage to the weftern coaft, to try the difpofition
of the people, he was now convinced of the vanity
of his expecation in that quarter; and, as he knew
not what other courfe to take, he refolved to hazard
his perfon anong his friends in Scotland, at a time
when his affairs in that kingdom were abfolutely
defperate. From Bretagne he pofted through part
of France, in difguife, and embarking in a {mall
veffel at Dunkirk, hired for that purpole, arrived
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on the twenty-fecond day of December at Peter-
head, with fix gentlemen in his retinue, one of
whom was the [Marquis of Tinmouth, fon to the
Duke of Berwick. He paffed through Aberdeen in-
cognito, to Fetteroffe, where he was met by the
Earls of Mar and Marifchal, and about thirty no-
blemen and gentlemen of the firlt quality. Here he
was folemnly prociaimed: his declaration, dated at
Commercy, was printed and circulated through all
the parts in that neigbourhood; and he received
addrefles from the epifcapal clergy , and the laity of
that communion in the diocefe of Aberdeen. On
the fifth day of January, he made his public entry
into Dundee ; and on the feventh arrived at Scone,
where he feemed determined to ftay until the cere-
mony of his coronation fhould be performed. From
thence he made an excurfion to Perth, where he
reviewed his forces. Then he formed a regular
council ; and publifhed fix proclamations; one for
a general thankfgiving , on account of his fafe arri-
val; another enjoining the minifters to pray for
him in churches; a third eftablithing the currency
of foreign coins; a fourth fummoning the meeting
of the convention of eftates; a fifth ordering all
fenfible men to repair to his ftandard ; and a f{ixth,
fixing the twenty-third day of January for his coro-
nation. He made a pathetic fpeech in a grand-
council, at which all the chiefs of his party aflift-
ed. They determined, however, to abandon the
enterprife, as the King’s army was re-enforced by
the Dutch auxiliaries, and they themfelves were
not only reduced to a fmall number, butlikewife
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deftitnte of money, arms, ammunition, fourage,
and provifion; for the Duke of Argyle had taken
polfeflion of Burneifland, and tranfported a de-
tachment to Fife, fo as to cut off Vlar’s communi-
cation with that fertile country.

§ XXIX. Notwithftanding the feverity of the
weather, and a prodigious fall of fnow, which
rendered the roads almoft impaffable, the Duke,
on the twenty-ninth of January, began his march
to Dumblaine, and next day reached Tullibardine,
where he received intelligence that the Pretender
and his forces had, on the preceding day, retired
towards Dundee. He forthwith took poffeffion of
Perth; and then began his march to Aberbrothick,
in purfuit of the enemy. The Chevalier de St.
George ; being thus hotly purfued, was prevailed
pon to embark on board a fmall French thip that
lay in the harbour of Montrofe. He was accoms
panied by the Earls of Mar and Melfort, the Lord
Drummond, Lieutenant-General Bu'kley , and other
perfons of diftintion, to the number of feventeen.
In order to avoid the Englifh cruilers, they ftretched
over to Norway, and coafting along the German
and Dutch fhores, arrived in five days at Graveline,
General Gordon ; whom the Pretender had left com-
mander in chief of the forces, affited by the Earl
Marifchal , proceeded with them to Aberdeen,
where he fecured three veflels to fail northward, and
take on board the perfons who intended to make their
efcape to the continent. Then they continued their
march through Strathipey and Strathdown, to the
hills of Badenoch, where the common people weze
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quietly ‘difmiffed. This retreat was made with
fuch expedition, that the Duke of Argvle, with
all his activity, could never overtake their rear-
guard , which confifted of a thoufand hoife, com-
manded by the Earl Marifchal. Such was the iffue
of a rebellion that proved fatal to many noble fa-
milies: arebellion which, inall probability , would
never have happened, had not the violent meafures
of a Whig- miniftry kindled fuch a flame of difcon-
tent in the nation, as encouraged the partifans of
the Pretender to hazard a revolt.

§ XXX. The parliament of Treland, which met
at Dublin on the twellth day of November, feemed
even more zealous, if poffible, than that of Fngland,
for the prefent adminifiration. They paffed billsfor
recognifing the King’s title; for the fecurity of his
perfon and government; for fetting a price on the
Pretender’s head; and for attainting the Duke of
Ormond. They granted the fupplies without op-
pofition. All thofe who had addreffed the late
Queen in favor of Sir Conftantine Phipps, then
lord chancellor of Ireland, were pow brought upon
their knees, and cenfured as guilty of a breach of
privilege. They defired the lords-juftices would
iffue a proclamarion againft the popifb inhabitants of
Limerick and Galway, who, prefuming upon the ca-
pitulation figned by King William, claimed an ex-
emption from the penalties impofed upon orher pa-
pifts. They engaged in an affociation again{t the
Pretender, and all his abettors. They voted the
Earl of Anglefey an enemy to the King and king-
dom, becaufe he advifed the Queen to break the
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army , and prorogue the late parliament ; and they
addreffed the King to remove him from his council
and fervice. The lords-juftices granted orders for
apprehending the Earls of Antrim and Weftmeath,
the Lords Nateervil'e, Cahir, and Dillon, as perfons
fufpected of difaffection to the government. Then
they adjourned the two Houfes.

§ XXXL The King, in his fpeech to the Englith
parliament, which met on the ninth of January,
told them he had reafon to believe the Pretender
was landed in Scotland: he congratulated them on
the fuccels of his arms in {fupprefling the rebel-
lion: on the conclufion of the barrier-treaty between
the Emperor and the States-General, under his
guarantee: on a convention with Spain that would
deliver the trade of England to that kingdom from
the new impofitions and hardfhips to which it was
fubje@ed in confequence of the-late treaties. He
likewife gave them to underftand, that a treaty
for renewing all former alliances between the crown
of Great-Britain and the States- General was almolt
concluded ; and he affured the Commons he would
freely give up all the eftates that fhould become
forfeited to the crown by this rebellion, to be ap-
plied towards defraying the extraordinary expenfe
incurred on this occafion. The Commons, in their
addrefs of thanks, declared that they would pro-
fecute, in the moft vigorous and impartial manner,
the authors of thofe deftrucive councils which had
drawn fuch miferies upon the nation. Their refo-
lutions were fpeedy, and exactly conformable to
this declaration. They expelled Mr. Forfier from
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the Houfe, They forthwith impeached the Earls
of Derwentwater, Nithfdale, Carnwath, and Win.
toun; Lords Widdrington, Kenmuir, and Nairn,
Thefe noblemen being brought to the bar of the
Houfe of Lords, heard the articles of impeachment
read on the tenth day of January, and were ordered
to put in their anfwers on the fixteenth. The im-
peachments being lodged , the Lower Houfe order-
ed a bill to be brought in for continuing the fuf
penfion of the Habeas- Corpus-act: then they pre-
pared another to attaint the Marquis of Tullibardine,
the Earls of Mar and Linlithgow, and Lord John
Drummond. On the twenty - firlt day of January ,
the King gave the royal affent to the bill for con-
tinuing che fufpenfion of the Habeas- Corpus-act.
He told the parliament that the Pretender was ac-
tually in Scotland, heading the rebellion, and af-
fuming the ftyle and title of king of thefe realms:
he demanded of the Commons fuch fupply as might
difcourage any foreign power from aflifting the re-
bels. On Thurfday the nineteenth day of January,
all the impeached lords pleaded guilty to the arti-
cles exhibited againft them, except the Earl of Win-
toun, who petitioned for a longer time, on various
pretences. The reflt received fentence of death on
the ninth day of February, in the courtere@ed in
Weftminfter-Hall , where the Lord-Chancellor
Cowper prefided as lord high- fleward on that oc-
cafion. The Countefs of Nithfdale and Lady Nairn
threw themfelves at the King’s feet, as he paffed
through the apartments of the palace, and im-
plored his mercy in behalf of their hufbands; but
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their tears and entreaties produced no effet. The
council relolved that the fentence fhould be exe-
cuted, and orders were given for that purpofe to
the Lieutenant of the Tower, and the Sheriffs of
London and Middlefex.

§ XXXII. The Countels of Derwentwater , with
her filter, accompanied by the Duchefles of Cleve-
land and Bolton, and feveral other ladies of the firlk
diftin&tion, was introduced by the Dukes of Rich-
mond and St. Alban’s into the King’s bed-cham-
ber, where fhe invoked his Majefty’s clemency for
her unfortunate confort. She afterwards repaired to
the lobby ofthe Houfe of Peers, attended by theladies
of the other condemned lords, and above twenty
others of the fame quality, and begged the inter-
ceflion of the Houfe: but no regard was paid to
their petition. Next day, they petitioned both
Houfes of parliament. The Commons rejected their
fuit. In the Upper-Houfe, the Duke of Richmond
delivered a petition from the Earl of Derwentwater,
to whom he was nearly related, at the fame time
declaring that he himfelf thould oppofe his folici-
tation. The Earl of Derby expreffed fome com-
paffion for the numerous family of Lord Nairn.
Petitions from the relt were prefented by other
lords, moved with pity and bumanity. Lord
Townfhend and others vehemently oppofed their
being read. The Earl of Nottingham thought this
indulgence might be granted: the Houfe affented
to his opinion; and agreed to an addrefs, praying
his Majefty would reprieve fuch of the condemned
lords as fhould feem to deferve his mercy, To
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this petition the King anfwered , That on this and
all other occafions he would do what he thought
moft confiltent with the dignity of his crown and
the fafety of his people. The Earl of Nottingham ,
prefident of the council, his brother the Harl of
Aylelbury , - chancellor of the duchy of Lancalter,
his fon Lord Finch, one of the lords of the Trea-
fury, his kinfman Lord Guernfey, mafter of the
jewel-office, were altogether difmiffed from his
Majelty’s fervice. Orders were difpatched for exe-
cuting the Earls of Derwentwater and Nich{dale,
and the Vifcount of Kenmuir, immediately : the
others were refpited to the feventh day of March.
Nith{dale made his efcape in women’s apparel, fur-
nifhed and conveyed to him by his own mother.
On the twenty -fourth day of February, Derwent-
water and Kenmuir were beheaded on Tower-Hill,
The former was an amiable youth, brave, open,
generous, hofpitable, and humane. His fate drew
tears from the fpectators, and was a great misfor-
trne to the country in which he lived. He gave
bread to multitudes of people whom he employed
on his eftate: the poor, the widow, and the orphan

rejoiced in his bounty. Kenmuir was a vircuous

nobleman , calm, fenfible, refolute, and refigned.

He was a devout member of the Englith church;

but the other died in the faith of Rome: both ad-
hered to their political principles. Qn the fifteenth
day of March, Wintoun was brought to trial, and
being convicted received fentence of death *,

* Annals, Bolingbroke. : Patten. Deb. inPar. Tindal,
State - Trials.
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§ XXXII When the King paffed the land - tax
bill, which was ufhered in with a very extraordi-
nary preamble, he informed both Houfes of the
Pretender’s flight from Scotland. In the beginning
of April,, a commiffion for trying the rebels met in
the court of Common - Pleas, when bills of high-
treafon were found againft Mr. Foriter, Mackin-
tofh, and twenty of their confederates. Forfter
efcaped from Newgate, and reached the continent
in fafety: the reft pleaded Not-guilty, and were
indulged with time to prepare for their trials. The
judges appointed to try the rebels at Liverpool
found a confiderable number guilty of high - rea-
fon. Two-and-twenty were executed at Prefton
and Manchefter : about a thoufand prifoners fub-
mitted to the King’s mercy, and petitioned for
tranfportation.  Pitts , the keeper of Newgate ,
being fufpected of having connived at Forfter's
efcape , ‘was tried for his life at the Old - Bailey ,
and acquitted. Notwithftanding this profecution ,
which ought to have redoubled the vigilance of
the jailors , Brigadier Mackintofh , and feveral
other prifoners, broke from Newgate, after having
maftered the keeper and turnkey , and difarmed
the fentinel. The court proceeded with the trials
of thofe that remained ; and a great number were
found guilty: four or five were hanged, drawn,
and quartered, at Tyburn : and among thefe was one
William Paul, a clergyman, who, in his laft fpeech,
profeffed himfelf a true and fincere member of the
church of England, but not of the revolution fchif-
matical church, whofe bifhops had abandoned the

CHAP.

17186,




BEOOK
I1.
1716,

218 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

King, and fhamefully given up their ecclefialtical
rights , by fubmitting to the unlawful , invalid,
Liy-deprivations authorized by the Prince of Orange,

§ XXXIV. Though the rebellion was extinguifhed,
the flame of national diffatisfaction ftill continued to
rage : the feverities exercifed againft the rebels in-
creafed the general difcontent : for new the danger
was blownover their humane paffions began to pre-
vail. The courage and fortitude with which the
condemned perfons encountered the pains of death
in its moft dreadful form prepoffelled many fpeca.
tors in favor of the caufe by which thofe urhappy
victims were animated. In a word, perfecution,
as ufual, extended the herefy. The miniltry per-
ceiving this univerlal difaffe@ion, and dreading
the revolution of a new parliament, which might
wrelt the power from their faction, and retort upon
them the violence of their own meafures, formed
a refolution equally odious and effectual to eftablifh
their adminiftration.  This was no other than a
fcheme to repeal the triennial act, and by a new
law to extend the term of parliaments to feven years,
Ou the tenth day of April, the Duke of Devonfhire
reprefented , in the Houfe of Lords, that triennial
elections ferved to keep up party-divifions ; to raife
and foment feuds in private families; to produce
ruinous expenfes, and give occafion to the cabals
and intrigues of foreign princes: that it became the
wifdom of fuch an auguft affembly to apply proper
remedies to an evil that might be attended with the
moft dangerous confequences , efpecially in the
prefent temper of the nation, as the fpiric of rebellion
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ftill remained unconquered. He therefore, propo-
fed a bill for enlarging the continuance of parlia-
ments. He was feconded by the Earls of Dorfet and
Rockingham, the Duke of Argyle, Lord Townf-
bend, and the other chiefs of that party. The mo-
tion was oppefed by the Earls of Nottingham,
Abingden , and Paunlet. They obferved that fre-
quent parliaments were required by the fundamen-
tal conftitution of the kingdom, afcertained in the
practice’ of many ages : that the members of the
Lower Houfe were chofen by the body of the na-
tion, for a certain term of years, at the expiration
of which they could be no longer reprelentatives
of the people, who, by the parliament’s protrading
its own authority, would be deprived of the only
remedy which they have againft thofe who through
ignorance or corruption, betrayed the truft repofed
in them : that the reafons in favor of fuch 2 bill
were weak and frivolous : that, with refpect to fo-
reign alliances, no prince or ftate could reafonably
depend upon a people to defend their liberties and
interefts who fhould be thought to have given up
fo great a part of their own : nor would it be pru-
dent in them to wilh for a change in that conlti-
tution under which Europe had of late been fo
powerfully fupported : on the contrary , they might
be deterred from entering into any engagements
with Great-Britain , when informed by the preamble
of the bill, that the popifh faction was fo dangerous
as to threaten deftruction to the government: they
would apprehend that the adminiftration was fo
weak as to want {o extraordinary a provifion for its
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fafety: that the gentlemen of Britain were not to be
trufted ; and thac the good affections of the people
were refltrained within the limits of the Houfe of
Commons. They affirmed that this bill, far from pre-
venting the expenfe of elections, would rather in-
creafeit, and encourageevery fpecies of corruption;
for the value of a feat would always be in propor
tion to the duration of a parliament; and the pur
chafe would rife accordingly : that along parliament
would yield a greater temptation, as well asa bet-
ter opportunity to a vicious miniftry, to corrupt
the members, than they could poflibly have when
the parliaments were (hort and frequent: that the
fame reafons urged for paffing the bill to continue
this parliament for feven years would be at leaft as
ftrong, and, by the condu@ of the miniftry, might be
made much ftronger before the end of that term, for
continuing, and even perpetuating their legiflative
power, tothe abfolute fubverfion of the third eftate
of the realm. Thefe arguments ferved only to form
a decent debate, after which the bill for feptennial
parliaments paffed by a great majority ; though
twenty peers entered a proteft. It met with the
fame fate in the Lower Houfe, where many ftrong
objections were ftarted to no purpofe. They were
reprefented as the effects of party -fpleen ; and, in-
deed, this was the great {pring of adion on both
fides. The queftion for the bill was carried in the
affirmative; and in a little time it received the royal
fan&ion.
§ XXXV. The rebellion being utterly quelled,
andall the fufpected perfons of confequence detained
in fufe cuftody, the King refolved to vifit his German
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dominions , where he forelaw a ftorm gathering
from the quarter of Sweden. . Charles XII. was ex-
tremely exalperated againf{t the Fleor of Hanover,
for baving entered into the confederacy againft
him in his abfence, particuinly for his having pur-
chafed the duchies of Bremen and Verden, which
conftituted part of his dominions; and he breathed
nothing but revenge againft the King of Great-
Britain, It was with a view to avert this danger, or
prepare againft it, that the King now determined
upon a voyage to the continent. But as he was
reftricted from leaving his Britilb dominions, by
the ac for the further limitation of the crown, this
claufe was repealed in a new bill that paffed through
both Houfes without the lealt difficulty. On the
twenty - fixth day of June, the King clofed the fef-
fion with a fpeech upon the ufual topics, in which
however, he obferved that the numerous inftances
of mercy he had fhown ferved only to encourage
the faction of the Pretender, whofe partifuns acted

-with fuch infolence and folly , as if they intended

to convince the world that they wete not to be
reclaimed by gentle methods. He intimated his pur-
pofe of vifiting his dominions in -Germany ; and
gave them to underftand , that he had conftituted
his beloved fon, the Prince of Wales, guardian of
the kingdom in his abfence. About this period,
General Macartney, who had returned to England
at the acceflion of King George, prefented himfelf

to trial for the murder of the Duke of Hamilton. The .

depofition of Colonel Hamilton was contradicted
by two park - keepers: the General was acquitted
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of the charge, reftored to his rank in thearmy , and
gratified with the command of a regiment. The
King’s brother, Prince Erneft, Bithop of Ofnabruck,
was created Duke of York and Albany, and Earl
of Ulfter. The Duke of Argyle, and his brother
the Earl of Ilay , to whom his Vajelty owed, in a
great meafure, his peaceableacceffion to the throne,
as well as the extinétion of the rebellion in Scotland,
were now difmiffed from all their employments.
General Carpenter fucceeded the Duke in the chief
command of the forces in North - Britain, and in the
government of Port-IVlahon ; and the Duke of Mon.
trofe was appointed lord - regifter of Scotland , in
the room of the Earl of Ilay.

§ XXXVIL On thefeventh day of July, the King
embarked at Gravefend , landed on the ninth in
Holland through which he paffed incognito to Ha-
nover, and from thence fet out for Pyrmont. His
aim was to fecure his German dominions from the
Swede, and Great- Britain from the Pretender.
Thefe two princes had already begun to form a
defign, in conjunéion, of invading his kingdom.
He knew the Duke of Orleans was refolved to
afcend the throne of France, in cafe the young King,
who was a fickly child, {hould die without male
iflue. The Regent was notignorant that Philip of
Spain would powerfully conteft that fucceffion,
notwithftanding his renunciation ; and he was glad
of an opportunity to ftrengthen his intereft by an
alliance with the maritime powers of England and
Holland. The King of England founded him on
this fubject, and found him cager to engage in
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fuch an affociation. The negociation was carried
on by General Cadogan for England , the Abbé du
Bois for krance, and the Penfionary Heinfius for
the States - General. The Regent readily complied
with all their demands. He engaged that the Pre.
tender fhould immediately depart from Avignon to
the other fide of the Alps , and never return to
Lorraine or France on any pretence whatfoever :
that no rebellious fubje@s of Great - Britain fhould
beallowed to refide in that kingdom : and that the
treaty of Utrecht, with refpect to the demolition of
Dunkirk, fhould be fully executed to the fatisfac-
tion of his Britannic MajeRy. The treaty con.
tained a mutual guarantee of all the places pofleffed
by the contratting powers; of the proteftant fuc-
ceflionon the throne of England, as well as of that
of the Duke of Orleaus to the crown of France ; and
a defenfive alliance, fipulating the proportion of
fhips and forces to be furnifhed to that power which
fhould be difturbed at home or invaded from abroad.
The Englifh people murmured at this treaty. They
faid an unneceffary umbrage was given to Spain,
with which the nation had great commercial con-
nexions ; and that, on pretence of an invafion, a
body of foreign troops might he introduced to
enflave the kingdom.

§ XXXVII. His Majefty was not fo fuccefsful in
his endeavours toappeafe the King of Sweden, who
refufed to Liften to any overtures until Bremen and
Verden fhould be reftored. Thefe the Eleétor of
Hanover refolved to keep as a fair purchafe ; and
he engaged in a confederacy with the enemies of
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Charles, for the maintenance of this acquifition.
Mean while his rupture with Sweden was ex-
tremely prejudicial to the commerce of England
and had well nigh entailed upon the kingdom
another invafion, much more formidable than that
which had fo lately mifcarried. The minifters of
Sweden refident at London, Paris, and the Hague
maintained a correfpondence with the difaffected
fubje@s of Great- Britain. A fcheme was formed
for the Swedifh King’s landing on this ifland with
a confliderable body of forces, where he fhould be
joined by the malecontents of the united kingdom.
Charles relifhed the enterprife, which flattered his
ambition and revenge: nor was it difagreeable to
the Czar of Mufcovy, who refented the Elector’s
offer of joining the Swede againft the Ruffians, pro-
vided he would ratify the ceffion of Bremen and
Verden. King George having received intimation
of thefe intrigues, returned to England towards
the end of January ; and ordered a detachment of
foot - guards to fecure Count Gyllenburgh, the
Swedifh minifter, with all his papers. At the fame
time, Sir Jacob Banks and IVr. Charles Ceefar were
apprehended. The other foreign minifters took
the alarm, and remonftrated to the miniftry upon
this outrage committed againft the law of nations.
The two Secretaries, Stanhope and Vlethuen, wrote
circular letters to them, affuring them that in a day
or two they fhould be acguainted with the realons
that induced the King to take fuch an extraordinary
ftep. They were generally fatisfied with this inti-
mation : but the Marquis de Monteleone, ambalfador
from
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from Spain, expreffed his concern, that no other way
could be found to preferve the peace of the king-
dom, without arrefting the perfon of a public minif-
ter, and feizing all iua lnpl.rs, which were the fa-
cred 16{)oﬁtorzes of his maiter’s fecrets: he obferved,
thatin whatever manner thefe two falls might feem
to be underftood, they very fenfibly wounded the
law of nations. About the fame time Baron Gortz,

the Swedih refidentiary in Holland, was feized
with his papers at Arnheim, at the defire of King
George, communicated to the States by Mr. Leathes,
his minifter at thek na;m’ 11 e Baron owned he
bad proje&ed the invafion, adel ,cu that wasjuftified
by the conduct of King G*our*e who had joined the
princes in confede eracy agaioft the King of Sweden,
without having received the lealt provoc cation ; who
bad affifted the King of Denmark in fubduing the
duchies of Bremen and Verden, and then purclmfcd
the m of the ufurper; and who had, in the courfe of
very fummer, fent a ftrong fquadron of fhips
\.—lule it ;c‘-mcl the Danes and Rufl
1ans again! Swedifh fleet.

§ K}\;\‘\'lif. When the parliament of Great- Bri-
tain met on the tweutieth day of February , the
King informed them of the triple alliance he had
concluded with France and Holland. He mentioned
the projected invafion ; told them he had given
orders for laying before them copies of the letters
which had paffed between the Swedifh minifters on
that fubje&; and he demanded of the Commons
fuch fupplies as fhould be found neceffary for the
defence of the kingdom. By thofe papersit appeared
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that the fcheme proje&ed by Baron Gortz was very
plaufible, and even ripe for execution; which ,
however, was poftponed uutil the army (hould be
reduced , and the Dutch auxiliaries fent back to their
own country. The letters being read in parliament,
both Houfes. prefented addreffes, in which they ex-
tolled the King's prudence in eftablifhing fuch con.
ventions with forcign potentates as might repair
the grofls defects, an d prevent the pernicious confe.
quences of the treaty of Utrecht , which they termed
a treacherous and difhonorable peace : and they ex-
prefled their horror and I:J.h:_m..t:rm at the malice
and ingratitude of thole who had encouraged an 1n-
vafion of their ‘country. He likewife received an
addrefs of the fame kind from the convention; an-
other from the diffenting minifters ; a third from the
univerfity of Cambridge; but Oxford was not fo
lavith of her Lompl]mentq At a meeting of the Vice-
Chancellor and heads of that umvm[nv a motion
was made for an addrefs to the King, on the fup-
preffion of the late unnatural rebellion ; his uTi.;e{ty
fafe return; and the favor lately (hown to the uni-
verfity, in omitting, at their requeft, the ceremony
of burning in effigy the devil, the Pope, the Pre-
tender, the Duke of Ormond , and the Earl of Mar,
on the anniverfary of his Majeliy's accellion. Dr.
Smalridge, Bithop of Briltol, obferved, that the re-
bellion had been long fupprefled : that there would
be no end of addreﬂu, fhould one be prefented
every time his Majefty returned from his German
dominions : that the late favor they had received was
overbalanced by a whole regiment now quartered
upon them; and that there was no precedent for
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addrefling a King upon his return from his German
dominions. The univerfity thought they had rea-
fon to complain of the little regard paid to their re-
monflrances, touching a riot raifed in that city by
the foldiers there quartered, on pretence that the
anniverfary of the Prince’s birth-day had not been
celebrated with the ufual rejoicings. Affidavits had
been fent up to the council, which feemed to favor
the officers of the regiment. When the Houfe of
Lords deliberated upon the mutiny -bill, by which
the foldiers were exempted from arrefts for debts,
complaint was made of their licentious behaviour
at Oxford ; and a motion was made , that they (hould
inquire into the riot. The Lords prefented an ad-
drefs to the Queen, defiring that the papersrelating
to thataffair might belaid before the Houfe. Thele
being perufed , were found to be recriminations be-
tween the Oxonians and the officers of the regiment.
A warm debate enfued , during which the Earl of
Abingdon offered a petition from the Vice-Chancel-
lor of the univerfity, the mayorand magiltrates of
Oxford, praying to be heard. One of the court-
members obferving that it would be irregular to re-
ceivea petition while the Houfe was in a grand com-
mittee, a motion was made, that the chairman thould
leave the chair : but this being carried in the nega-
tive , the debate was refumed, and the majority
agreed to the following refolutions: That the heads
of the univerfity , and mayor of the city , neglected
to make public rejoicings on the Prince’s birth-day :
That the officers having met to celebrate that day,
the houfe in which they had affembled was aflaulted,
Q2




BOOK
11.

An. 1717,

228 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
and the windows were broken by the rabble: That
this aflault was the be"l;m:.;j‘: and occafion of the
riots that enfued : That the conduct of the major
feemed well ju{‘liﬁcd by the affidavits produced on
his part : That the printing and publifhing the depo-
fitions , upon which the complaints reiating to the
riots at Oxford were founded, while that matter
was under the examination of the lords of the com-
mittee of the council, and before they had time to
come to any refolution touching the fame, was irre-
gular , difrefpectful to his Royal Highnels, and ten:
ding to fedition. An inguiry of this nature, [o
managed, did not much redound to the honor of
fuch an augult alfembly .

§ XXXIX. The Commons palled a bill, prohi-
biting all commerce with Sweden , a branch of trade
which was of the utmoft confequence to the Englifh
merchants. They voted ten thoufand feamen for the
enfuing year; granted about a million for the main-
tenance of guards, garrifons, and land-forces ; and
pafled the bill xd.mng to mutiny and defertion. The
Houle likewife voted four-and-twenty thoufand
pounds for the payment of four battalions of Mun-
fter and two of Saxe - Gotha, which the King
had taken into his fervice, to fupply the place of
fuch as might be, during the rebellion, drawn
from the garrifons of the States - General to
the aflitance of England. This vote, however,
was not carried without a violent debate.  The
demand was inveighed againft as an impofition,
feeing no troops had ever ferved. A motion was

¢ Annals. State - Trials. Deb. in Par. Tindal, Voltaire.
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made for an addrefs, defiring that the infiru&ions
of thofe who concluded the treaties might be laid
before the Houfe: but this was over-ruled by the

wajority 7. The fupplies were raifed by a land- tax
of three (hillings 1n the pound, and a malt- tax.
What the Commons bad given was not thoughe
fuificient for the expenfe of the year ; therefore, Mr.
Secretary Stanhope brought a meffage from his [VIa-
jelty , demanding an extraordinary {upply, that he
might be the better enabled to fecure his kingdoms
againft the danger with which they were threatened
from Sweden; and he moved that a fupply fhould
be granted to’his Vlajefty for this purpofe. VIr. Ship-
penobferved it wasa great misfortune that the King
was as little acquainted with the parliamentary pro-
ceedings as with the language of the country: that
the meffage was unparliamentary and unprecedent-
ed; and, in his opinion, penned by fome foreign
minifter: he faid he had been often told that his
Majelty had retrieved the honor and reputation of the
nation ; a truth which appeared in the flourifhing con.
dition of trade : but that the fupply demanded feemed
to be inconfifient with the glorious advantages

7 This year was rendered famous by a complete victory
which Prince Eugene obtained over the Turks at Peterwaradin
upon the Danube.  The battle was fought on the fifth day of
Avguft.  The imperial army did not exceed fixty thoufand
men: that of the Infidels amounted to one hundred and fifty
thoufand, commanded by the Grand Vizier, who was mortally
wounded in the enmgagement. The Infidels were totally
defeated, with the lofs of all their tents, artillery , and
baggage ; fo that the victors obtained an immenfe booty.
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which his Majelty had obtained for the people.
He was feconded by [Vir. Hungerford , who declar-
ed that for his part he could not underftand what
occafion there was for new alliances; much lefs
that they fhould be purchafed with money. He
exprefled his furprife that a nation fo lately the ter-
rer of France and Spain fhould now feem to fear fo
inconfiderable an enemy as the King of Sweden.
"The motion was fupported by Mr. Bofcawen , Sic
Gilbert Heathcote, and others: but fome of the
Whigs {poke againft it; and Mr. Robert Walpaole
was filent. The Speaker, and Mr. Smith, one of
the tellers of the Exchequer, oppofed this unpar-
liamentary way of demanding the fupply : the for-

‘mer propofed that part of the army fhould be dif-

banded, and the money applied towards the mak-
ing good fuch new engagements as were deemed
neceflary. After feveral fucceflive debates , the
refolution for a fupply was carried by a majority of
four voices.

§ XL. The miniftry was now divided withinit-
felf. Lord Townfhend had been removed from
the office of fecretary of ftate, by the intrigues of
the Earl of Sunderland ; and he was now likewife
difmiffed from the place of lord -lientenant of Ire-
land. Mr. Robert Walpole refigned his polts
of firlt commiffioner of the Treafury and chancellor
of the Exchequer : his example was followed by
Mr. Pulteney, fecretary at war, and [VIr. Vethuen,
fecretary of flate. When the affair of the fupply
was refumed in the Houfe of Commons, Mr. Stan-
hope made a motion for granting two hundred and
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fifty thoufand pounds for that purpofe. Mr. Pulte- CHAP.
ney obferved, that having refigned his place, he |8
might now act with the freedom becoming an Eng- 1%
lithman : he declared againft the manner of granting
the fupply, as unparliamentary and unprecedented.
He faid he could not perfuade himfelf that any Eng-
lithman advifed his Majefty to fend fuch a meflage;
but he doubted not the refolution of a Britifh parlia«
mentjwould make a German miniftry tremble. Mr.
Stanhope having harangued the Houle in vindication
of the miniftry , IVir. Smith anfwered every article of
his fpeech: he affirmed thatif an eftimate ofthe con-
du@ of the miniftry in relation to affairs abroad was to
be made from a comparifon of their conduét at home,
they would not appear altogether fo faultlefs as they
were reprefented. © Wasit not a miftake (faid he)
« not to preferve the peace at home, after the King
« had afcended the throne with the univerfal ap-
plaufe and joyful acclamations of all his fubjects ?
« Was it not a miftake, upon the breaking out of
« the rebellion , not to iffue a proclamation, to offer
« pardon to fuch as fhould return home peaceably ,
« according to the cuftom on former occafions of
& the fame nature ? Was it not a miftake, after the
« fuppreffion of the rebellion, and the trial and ex-
« ecution of the principal authors of it, to keep up
« animofities , and drive people to defpair , by not
« paffing an a¢t of indemnity ; by keeping fo many
« perfons ander hard and tedious confinement; and
« by granting pardons to fome, without leaving
% them any means to fubfit? Is it not a miftake,
“ not to truft to a vote of parliament for making

Q 4
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“ good fuch engagements as his Majelty fhould
think proper to enter into ; and inftead of that,

to infift on the granting this fup

€

% ply in fuch an

extraordinary manner ? Is it not a miftake, to
take this opportunity to create divifions , and ren-
der fome of the King’s beft friends fufpected and
obioxious? Isit nota miftake, in hort , to form
parties and cabals, in order to bring in a bill to
repeal the occafional conformity? ” A great number
of members had agreed to this meafure in private,
though at this period it wasnot brought into theHoufe
of Commons. Afteralong debate the fum was grants
ed. Thefe were the firlt- fruits of Britain’s b ing
wedded to the interefts of the continent. The
Elector of Hanover quarrelled with the King of
Sweden ; and England was not only deprived of a
neceflary branch of commerce , but even obliged to
fupport him in the profecution of the war. The
miniftry now underwent a new revolition. The
Earl of Sunderland and Mr. Addifon were appoint-
ed fecretaries of ftate : Mr. Stanhope hecame firft
commiflioner of the Treafury and chancellor of the
Exchequer.

§ XLL. Onthe fixth day of May, the King, going
to the Houfe of Peers, gave the parliament to un-
derftand , that the fleet under Sir George Byog,
which had failed to the Baltic, to obferve the
motions of the Swedes, was {afely arrived in the
Sound. He faid he had given orders for the im-
mediate reduction of ten thoufand foldiers, as well
asdirections to prepare an ad ofindemnity. Hede-
fired they would take proper meafures for reducing

144
€
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blic debts with a juft regard to parliamentary

; and that they would go through the pbbllC
bufinefs with all ;;oihoiﬁ difpatch and unanimity.
Some progrefs bad already been made in delibera-
tions upon the debt of t 1e nation , which was com-
prehended under the two heads of redeemable and
irredeemable encumberances. The firlt had been
contracted with a redeemable intereft; and thefle

the public had a right to diicharge : the others
confifted of !nng and fhort :snmzities granted for
a greater or lels number of yea which cou!d
not be :i?i:",rm? without the um,rnt of the ;“109 1

tors, N‘i:'. obert Walpole had projected a fcheme

for leflening he intereft , and p nrinp_ capital of
thofe debts , before he refizned his in the
Exchequer. He pm')o,;«‘., in the Houle of Com-
mons, to reduce the interefll of rede€mable funds

and offer an alternative to the proprietors of annui-
ties. His plan was E!pm‘()Vcd; but, when he re-
figned his places, the n“m!-er‘q made {ome {mall
alterations in it, which furnithed him with a pre-
tence for oppofing the execution of the fcheme. In
the courfe of the debate, fome warm altercation
paifm between him and I VIr. Stanhope, by which
it appeared , they had made a pra&ice of fel-
ling places and reverfions. Mr. Hungerford, ftand-
ing up, faid he was forry to fee two fuch great
men running foul of one another: that, however,
they ought to be looked upon as patriots and fa-
thers of their country; and fince they had by mif-
chance difgovered their nakednefs, the other mem-

bers, ought, according to the cuftom of the Eaft, to

CHAP.
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turn their backs upon them , that they might not
be feen in fuch a fhameful condition. Mr. Bof
cawen moved that the Houfe would lay their com-
mands upon them, that no further notice fhould
be taken of what had paffed. He was feconded by
Mr. Methuen: the Houfe approved of the motion:
and the Speaker took their word and honor that they
fhould not profecute their refentment. The money-
corporations having agreed to provide cafh for
fuch creditors as (hould be willing to receive their
principal, the Houfe came to certain refolutions,
on which were founded the three bills that paffed
into laws, under the names of “ The South - Sea-
“ act, the Bank-ac, and the General-fund -a&.”
The original ftock of the South-Sea company did
not exceed nine millions four hundred and feventy-
one thoufand three hundred and twenty - five
pounds ; but the funds granted being fufficient to
anfwer the intereft of ten millions at fix per cent.
the company made up that fum to the government,
for which they received fix hundred thoufand
pounds yearly , and eight thoufand pounds a- year
for management. By this a& they declared them-
felves willing to receive five hundred thoufand
pounds, and the eight thoufand for management.
It was enacted , That the company fhould continue
a corporation, until the redemption of their annuity,
towards which not lefs than a million fhould be paid
at a time. They were likewife required to advance
2 fum notexceeding two millions, toward difcharg-
ing the principal and intereft due on the four lottery-
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funds of the ninth and tentb years of Queen Anne. CHAP.
By the Bank-a& the governors and company de- L
clared themfelves willing to accept an annuity of 717
eighty- eight thoufand feven hundred and fifty - one
pounds, fevea fhillings, and ten pence half-penny,
or the principal of one million feven hundred and
feventy -five thoufand twenty-feven pounds feven-
i teen fhillings, and ten pence halfpenny, in lieu of
‘ the prefent annuity , amounting to one hundred and
fix thoufand five hundred and one pounds, thirteen
tioo fhillings , and five pence. They likewife declared
palk themf{elves willing to difcharge, and deliver up to
h-Y% be cancelled, as many Exchequer-bills as amounted
to two millions, and accept of an annuity of one
hundred thoufand pounds, being after the rate of
five per cent. redeemable after one year’s notice; to
circulate the remaining Exchequer-bills at three per
cent. and one penny per day. It was enacted, That
the former allowances [hould be continued to Chrift-
mas, and then the Bank fhould have for circulating
the two millions five hundred and fixty - one thou-
fand and twenty-five pounds remaining Exchequer-
bills,, an annuity of feventy - fix thoufand eight bun-
dred and thirty pounds, fifteen fhillings, at therate
of three pounds per cent. till redeemed, over and
above the one penny a-day for intereft. By the fame
2& the bank was required to advance a fum not ex-
ceeding two millions five hundred thoufand pounds,
towards difcharging the national debt, if wanted,
on condition that they fhould have five pounds per
cent. for as much as they might advance, redeemable
by parliament. The General- fund - a& recited the
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feveral acts of parliament, for eftablifhing the four
lotteries 1n the ninth and tenth years of the late
Queen , and ftated the annual produce of the feveral
funds, amounting in all to feven hundred twenty-
four thoufand eight hundred forty-nine pounds, fix
fhillings, and ten pence one-fifth. This was the ge-
ral-fund; the deficiency of which was to be made
good annually , out of the firlt aids granted by par-
liament, For the regular payment of all fuch annui-
ties as fhould be made payable by this act, it was
enacted, Thatall the dutiesand revenues mentioned
thercin fhould continue for ever, with the provifo,
however, that the revenues rendered by this at per-
petual (hould be fubjedt to redemption. This a&
contained a claufe by which the finking fund was
eftablifbed. The reduction of interelt to five per
cent. producing a furplus or excefs upon the appro-
priated funds, it was ena&ted, That all the monies
arifing from time to time, as well for the furplus, by
virtue of the acts for redeeming the funds of the Bank
and of the South-Sea company, as alfo for the furplus
of the duties and revenues by this act appropriated to
make good the General-fund, thould be appropriated
and employed for the difcharging the principal and
intereft of fuch national debt as was incurred before
the twenty-fifth of December of the preceding
year, infuch manner as [hould be directed or ap-
pointed by any future act of parliament, to be dif-
charged out of the fame, and for none other ufe,
intent, or purpofe whatfoever.

§ XLII. The Earl of Oxford, who had now re-

mained almoft two years a prifoner in the Tower,
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prefented a petition to the Houfe of Lords, praying
that his imprifonment might not be indefinite. Some
of the Tory-lords affirmed that the impeachment
was deftroyed and determined by the prorogation
of parliament, which fuperfeded the whole proceed-
ings; but the contrary was voted by a confiderable
majority. The thirteenth day of June was fixed for
the trial ; and the Houfe of Commons made acquaint-
ed with this determination. The Commons ap-
pointed a committee to inquire into the {tate of the
Farl's impeachment; and, in confequence of their
o lon-

7 he
-}E;l/ 5 ethe

T-

report, fent a meid:
ger time to prepare for the tria
day was prolonged to the twenty -fourth of June;
and the Commons appointed the committee, with
four other members , to be the managersfor making
good the articles of impeachment. At the appointed
time, the Peers repaired to the court in Wefiminfter-
hall, where Lord Cowper prefided as lord - lteward.
The Commous were alfembled as a committee of
the whole Houfe: the King, the reft of the royal
family, and the foreign miniflers, affifted at the fo-
lemnity : the Earl of Oxford was brought from the
Tower: the articles of impeachment were read,
with his anfwers, and the replication of the Com-
mons. Sir Jofeph Jekyll fanding up to make.good
the firlt article, Lord Harcourt fignified to their
lordfhips that he had a motion to make, and they
adjourned to their own houfe. There he reprefented,
that'a great deal of time would be unneceffarily
confumed in going through all the articles of the
impeachment: that if the Commons would make

e to the Lords, demandin
:
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good the two articles of high-treafon, the Earl of
Oxford would forfeit both life and eftate, and there
would be an end of the matter : whereas, to proceed
on the method propofed by the Commons would
draw the trial on to a prodigious length. He, there.
fore, moved that the Commons might not be per-
mitted to proceed, until judgment (bould be firlt
given upon the articles for high-treafon. He was
fupportud by the Earls ofAnglefcy and Nottingham,
the Lord Trevor, and a confiderable number of both
parties; and though oppofed by the Earl of Sunder-
land, the Lords Coningfby and Parker, the motion
was carried in the affirmative. It produced a difpute
between the two Houfes. The Commons, at a con-
ference, delivered a paper, containing their reafons
for afferting it as their undoubted right to impeach
a peer either for treafon or for high crimes and mif-
demeanours; or, fhould they fee occafion, to mix
both in the fame accufation. The Houfe of Lords
infilted on their former refolution; and in another
conference delivered a paper, wherein they afferted
it to be aright inherent in every court of juftice to
order and \I:recl fuch methods of proccednw as it
fhould think fit to be obferved in all caufes that fall

under its cognizance. The (nmmm)s demanded a
free conference, which wasrefufed. The difpute grew
more and more warm. The Lords fent a meffage to
the Lower Houle, importing, that they intended pre-
fently to proceed on the trial of the Earl of Oxford.
The Commons paid no regard to this intimation ;
but adjourned to the third day of July. The Lords,

" repairing to Weftminfter - hall, took their places;
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ordered the Farl to be brought to be bar, and made
proclamation for his accufers to appear. Having
waited a quarter of an hour, they adjourned to their
own houfe, where, after fome debate, the Earl
was acquitted upon a divifion: then returning to
the hall, they voted, Thathe fhould be fet at liber-
ty. Oxford owed his fafety to the diffenfions among
the minifters, and to the late change in the admi-
niftration. Inconlequence of this, he was delivered
from the perfecution of Walpole; and numbered
among his friends the Dukes of Devonthire and Ar-
gvle, the Earls of Nottingham and Ilay, and Lord
Townfhend. The Commons, in order to exprefls
their fenfe of his demerit, prefented an addrefs to
the King, defiring he might be excepted out of the
intended a& of grace. The King promifed to com-
ply with their requeft; and in the mean time for.
bade the Earl to appear at court. On the fifteenth
day of July the Earl of Sunderland delivered in the
Houfe of Peers the a& of grace, which paffed through
both Houfes with great expedition. From this in-
dulgence were excepted the Earl of Oxford, M.
Prior, Vir. Thomas Harley, IVr. Arthur Moore;
Crifp, Nodes, Obryan, Redmayne the printer, and
‘Thompfon; as alfo the affaflinators in Newgate,
and the clan of Mackgregor in Scotland. By vir-
tue of this a&, the Harl of Carnwath, the Lords
Widdringron and Nairn were immediately difchargs
ed; together with all the gentlemen under fentence
of death in Newgate, and thofe that were confined
on account of the rebellion in the Fleet, the Vlarfhal-
fea, and other prifons of the kingdom. The act of

CHAP.
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grace being prepared for the royal aflent, the King

went to the Houfe of Peers on the fifteenth day of
July, and having given his fanction to all the bills
that were re dy C-Ou_d the feffion with a flJL\_Ch on
the ufual topics.

§ XLIII. The proceedings- in the Convocation
turned chiefly upon two performances of Dr. Hoad-
ley, Bifhop of Bangor. One was entitled, “A
“ Prefervative againft the Principles and Practices
¢ ofthe Nonjurors:” the other was a fermon preach.
ed before the King, under the title of, * The na
“ ture of the kingdom of Chrift.” An anfwer to
this difcourfe was publlfhcd by Dr. Snape, malfter
of Eton-college, and the convocation appointed a
committee to examine the Bifhop’s two performaices.
They drew up a reprefentation, in which the Pre-
fervative and the fermon were cenfured, as tending
to fubvert all government and difcipline 1n the
church of Chrilt; to reduce his kingdom to a fRtate
of anarchy and confufion; to impugn and impeach
the royal fupremacy in caufes ecclefiaftical,, and the
authority of the legiflature to enforce obedience 1n
matters of religion by civil fanctions. The govern-
ment thought proper to put a {top to thefe proceed-
ings by a prorogation ; which , however, inflamed
the controverfy. A great number of pens were
drawn again{t the Bifhop: but his chief antagonifts
were Dr. Snape and Dr. Sherlock, whom the King
removed from the office of his chaplains: and the
Convocation has not been permitted to fit and do
bufinefs fince that period.

CHAP
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CHAP IL

§ 1. Difference between King George and the Czar of
Mufeovy. 11. The King of Sweden s hilled at Frederic-
Sfladr. 111 Negociation for the quadruple alliance.
IV. Proceedings in parliament. V. James Shepherd
executed for a defign againf! the King's life. Par-
liament prorogued. V1. Nature of the quadruple al-
liance. V. Admiral Byng [ails to the Mediterra-
nean. VIIl. He defiroys the Erench fleet off Cape
Paffaro. 1X. Remonfirances of the Spani/l minifiry.
X. Difputes in parliament touching the Admirals
attacking the Spanifl: fleer. XL At for firengthen-
ing the proteflant interefl. XII. War declared againf?
Spain. XILL. Confpiracy againft ike regent of I'rance.
X1V. Ulitended invafion by the Duke of Ormond.
XV. Three hundred Spaniards land and are taken
in Scotland. XVI. Account of the peerage- bill.
XV Count Mercy affumes the conunand of the Im-
perial army in Sicily. XVIL Acdtivity of Admiral
Byng. XIX. The Spanifh troops evacuate Sicily.
XX. Philip obliged to accede to the quadruple al-
liance. XXI. Bill for fecuring the dependency of
Ireland upon the crown of Great- Britain. XXIL
South-Sea-aét. XXIIL Charters granted to the Royal
and London affurance-offices. XXIV. Treaty of al-
liance with Sweden. XXV. The Prince of Hefle
eleéted King of Sweden. XXV, Effects of the South-
Sea-fcheme. XXVIL. The bubble breaks. XXVIIL

: A fecret committee appointed by the Houfe of Commeons.
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XXIX. Inguiry carried on by boi/ Houfes. XXX,
Deaih of Earl Stanhope anri Mr. Graggs, both [e-
cretaries of State. XXX, The Eflates of the direc-
tors of the South-Sea company are confifcated.
XXXI. Proceedings of the Commons with refpec
to the flock of the South-Sea company.

CH ap. SL D RING thefe tranfa@tions, the negocia-

171?.

tions of the North were continued s_dn‘[‘t the King
of Sweden, who bad penctrated into Norway, and
advanced into Chriftianftade, the capital of that
kingdom. The Czar had fent five-and- twenty
thoufand Ruffians to affilt the allies in the reduc-
tion of Wifinar, which he intended to beftow upon
his niece, lately marvied to the Duke of Mecklen-
burgh -Schwerin: but, before his troops arrived,
the place had furrendered, and the Ruffians were
not admitted into the garrifon; a circumftance
which increafed the mifunderftanding between him
and the King of Great. Britain. Neverthelefs, be
confented to a project for making a defcent upon
Schonen, and a&ually took upon him the command
of the allied fleet; though he was not at all pleafed
to fee Sir John Norris in the Baltic, becaufe he had
formed defigns againlt Denmark, which he knew

the Englith fquadron would prote@. He fuddenly

defifted from the expedition againft Schonen, on
pretence that the feafon was too far advanced; and
the King of Denmark publifhed a manifelo, remon-
firating againft his condu& on this occafion. By
this time Baron Gortz had planned a pacification
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etween his mafter and the Czar, who was difcon-
tented with all his German allies, becaufe they op-
pofed his having any footing in the empire. This mo-
narch arrived at Amfterdam in December, whither he
was followed by the Czarina ; and he a&tually refided
at the Hague when King George pafled through it,
in return to his Britifh dominions ; but he declined an
interview with the King of England. When Gyllen.
burgh’s letters were publithed in London, fome pafl
fages feemed to favor the {uppofition of the Czar’s
being privy to the confpiracy. His minifter at the
Englifh court prefented along memorial, complain«
ing that the King had cavfed to be printed the mali-
cious infinuations of his enemies. He denied his
having the leaft concern in the defign of the Swedith
King. He charged the court of England with having
privately treated of a feparate peace with Charles,
and even with having promifed to affitt him againft
the Czar, on condition that he would relinquifh his
pretenfions to Bremen, and Verden. Neverthelefs,
he expreffed an inclination to re-eftablith the an.
cient good underftanding, and to engage in vigor-
ous meafures for profecuting the war againft the
common enemy. Lhe memorial was anfwered by
the ling of Great-Britain, who aflured the Czar he
fhould have reafon to be fully fatisfied, if he would
remove the only obftacle to their mutuval good
underftanding ; in other words, withdraw the Ruf-
fian troops from the empire. Notwithftanding thefe
profeflions, the two monarchs were never perfectly
reconciled.

R 2
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§ II. The Czar made an excurfion to the court of
France, where he concluded a treaty of friendfhip
with the regent, at whofe earneft defire he promifed
to recal his troops from Mecklenburgh. At his re.
turn to Amfterdam, he had a private interview with
Gortz, who, as well as Gyllenburgh, had been fet
at liberty. Gortz undertook to adjult all difference
between the Czar and the King of Sweden within
three months; and Peter engaged to fulpend all ope-
rations againft Sweden, until that term (hould be ex-
pired. A congrefls was opened at Abo, between the
Swedifh and Ruffian minifters; but the conferences
were afterwards removed to Aland. By this con-
vention, the Czar obliged himfelf to allift Charles
in the conquelt of Norway; and they promifed to
unite all their forces againft the King of Great. Bric
tain, fhould he prefume to interpofe. Both were
incenfed againft that prince; and one part of their
defign was to raife the Pretender to the throne of
Foeland. Baron Gortz fet out from Aland for
Frederickfadt in Norway, with the plan of peace:
but, before he arrived, Charles was killed by a
cannon - ball from the town, as he vifited the tren-
ches, on the thirtieth of November. Baron Gortz
was immediately arrefted, and brought to the fcaf-
fold by the nobles of Sweden, whofe h itred he
had incurred by his infolence of behaviour. The
death of Charles was fortunate for King George.
Sweden was now obliged to fubmit: while the
Czar, the King of Denmark, and the Fledor of
Hanover, kept poffeflion of what they had acquired
in the courfe of the war.
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o § III. Thus Bremen and Verden were fecured to CHAP.
the houfe of Hanover: an acquifition towards which 1.
the Englith nation contributed by her money, as 717
well as by her arms: an acquifition made in contra-
di&ion to the engagements into which England en-
tered when King William became guarantee for the
treaty of Travendahl: an acquifition that may be
confidered as the firlt link of a political chain by
which the Englifh nation was dragged back into
expenfive connexions with the continent. The King
" had not yet received the inveltiture ofthe duchies;
and vntil that fhould be procured, it was neceffary
to efpoufe with warmth the interelts of the Em-
peror. T his was another fource of mifunderftanding
between Great- Britain and Spain. Prince Eugene
gained another complete victory over a prodigious
army of the Turks at Belgrade, which was furren-
dered to him after the battle. The Emperor had en-
gaged in this war as an ally of the Venetians, whom
the Turks had attacked, and driven from the Morea.
The Pope confidered it as a religious war again(t the
Intidels; and obtained repeated affurances from the
King of Spain, that he would not undertake any
thing againft the Emperor, while he was engaged in
fuch a laudable quarrel. Philip had even fent a [qua-
dron of fhips and gallies to the affilftance of the Vene-
tians. In the courfe of this year, however, he equip-
ped a ftrong armament, the command of which he
beftowed on the Marquis de Lede, who failed
from Barcelona in July, and landing at Cagliari in
Sardinia, which belonged to the Emperor, made a
conquelt of the whole ifland. At the fame time, the
R 3
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King of Spain endeavoured to juftify thefe proceed-
ings by a manifelto, 1n which he alledged that the
Archduke, contrary to the faith of treaties, encou-
raged and fupported the rebellion of his fubjects in
Catalonia, by frequent fuccours from Naples, and
other places; and that the Great Inquifitor of Spain
had been feized, though furnifhed with a pafiport from
his Holinefs. He promifed, however, to proceed no
further, and fufpend all operations, that the powers
of Furope might bave time and opportunity to con-
trive expedients for reconciling all differences, and
fecuring the peace and balance of power in ltaly:
nay, he confented that this important affair fhould
be left to the arbitration of King George and the
States-General. Thefe powers undertook the office.
Conferences were begun between the minifters of the
Emperor, France, England, and Holland ; and thele
produced, in the courfe of the following year, the
famous quadruple alliance. In this treaty it was RRipu-
lated, that the Emperor {hould renounce all preten-
fionstothe crown of Spain, and exchange Sardinia for
Sicily, with the Duke of Savoy ; that the fucceffion to
the duchies of Tufcany, Parma and Placentia, which
the Queen of Spain claimed by inheritance, as Prin-
cefs of the houfe of Farnefe, (hould be fettled on
her eldeft fon, in cafe®the prefent poflefors fhould
die without male iffue. Philip, diffatisfied with
this partition, continued to make formidable pre
parations by fea and land. The King of England
and the Regent of France interpoled their admo-
nitions to no purpofe. At length his Britannic
Majelty had recourfe to more fubfantial arguments,
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‘and ordered a firong fqmdron to be eqmpped with

all poflible expedition .

§ lV. On the third day of November, the Prin-
cefs of Wales was delivered of a prince, the cere-
mony of whofe baptifm was producive of a dif-
ference between the grand.father and the father.
The Prince of Wales intended that his uncle, the
Duke of York, fhould ftand godfather. The King
ordered the DL.LL of Newcaltle to ftand for himfelf.
After the ceremony, the Prince exprefled his refent-
ment againft this nobleman in very warm terms.
The King ordered the Prince to confine himfelf
within his own apartments; and afterwards figni-

fied his pleafure that he fhould quit the palace of

* The Pretender , who refided at Urbino, having received
intelligence from Paris , that there was a defign formed againft
his life,, Pope Ch,mcnt Z1. gave directions that all F'ore:aners
in that newham thood , efpecially Englifh , thould be arrefted.
The Earl of Psterbnroug‘n arriving at Bnlogna, with a few
armed followers, was {cized, with all his papers. Being inter-
rogated, he faid he came to pafs fame time in Ttaly , for the be-
nefit of the air, He was clof= confined for a whole month in
Fort Urbino , and his attendants were {ent to prifon. Nothing
appearing to juftify the fufpicion, he was difmiffed with un-
common civility. The King demanding reparation for this in-
fult, the Pope wrote with his own hand a letter to an ally of
Great - Britain , declaring that the Legate of Bologna had vio-
lently and unjuftly, without the knowledge of his Holinefs,
canfed the Earl of Peterborongh to be feized upon fufpicions
which proved to beill. grounded. The Cardinal - Legate fenta
declaration to the Englith Admiral in the Mediterranean , that

he had afked forgivenefs of his Holinefs, and now begged

pardon of his Britannic Majefty, for having unadvifedly ar-
refted a peer of Great- Britain on his travels.
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St. James. He retired with the Princels to a houfe
belonging to the Earl of Grantham; but the children
were detained at the palace. All peers and peereffes,
and all privy-counfeliors and their wives, were given
to underftand, that in cafe they vifited the Prince
and Princefs, they fhould have no accefs to his
Majefty’s prefence; and all who enjoyed pofts and
places under both King and Prince were obliged to
quit the fervice of one or other, at their option.
When the parliament met on the twenty- firft day
of November, the King in his fpeech, told both
Houfes that he had reduced the army to very near
one half, fince the beginning of the laft feffion:
he expreffed his defire that all thofe who were
friends to the prefent happy eftablithment ‘might
unanimoufly concar in fome proper method for
the greater ftrengthening the proteftant intereft,
of which, as the church of England was unquef
tionably the main {upport and bulwark, fo would
fhe reap the principal benefit, of every advantage
accruing from the union and mutual charity of all
proteftants. After the addrefles of thanks, which
were couched in the wfual ftyle, the Commons
proceeded to take into confideration the cftimates
and accounts, in order to fettle the eftablifhment
of the army , navy, and ordnance. Ten thoufand
men were voted for the fea- fervice. When the fup-
ply for the army fell under deliberation, a very warm
debate enfued, upon the number of troops neceffary
to be maintained. Sir William Wyndham, IVr. Ship-
pen, and Mr, Walpole, in a long elaborate harangue,
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infifted ‘upon its being reduced totwelve thoufand.
They were anfwered by Mr. Craggs, fecretary at
war, and Sir David Dalrymple. IMr. Shippen, in
the courfe of the debate, faid the fecond paragraph
of the King’s fpecch feemed rather to be calculated
for the meridian of Germany than for Great-Britain;
and it was a great misfortune that the King was a
firanger to our language and conflitution. IMr.
Lechmere affirmed this was a fcandalous invective
againft the King’s perfon and government; and
moved that he who uttered it {hould be fent to the
Tower. IMr. Shippen, refufing to retract or excufe
what he had faid, was voted to the Tower by a
great majority ; and the number of ftanding forces
was fixed at fixteen thoufand three hundred and
forty - feven effective men.

§ V. On account of the great fcarcity of filver-
coin, occafioned by the exportation of filver, and
the importation of zold, a motion was made to put
a ftop to this growing evil, by lowering the value
of gold fpecie.  The Commons examined. a repre-
fentation which had Been made to the Treafury by
Sir Ifaac Newton, mafter of the Mint, on this fub-
je&.  Mr. Cafwel explained the nature of a clan-
deftine trade carried on by the Dutch and Ham-
burghers , in concert with the Jews of England
and other traders, for exporting the filver coin and
importing gold, which being coined at the [Mint,
yielded a profit of fifteen pence upon every guinea,
The Houfe, in an addrefs to theKing, defired that
a proclamation might be iffued, forbidding all per-
fons to utter or receive guineas at a higher rate than
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one-and - twenty (hillings each. His Vajelly com-
plied with their requeft: but people hoarding up
their filver, in hopes that the price of it would be
raifed, or inapprehenfion that the gold would be
lowered {till farther, the two Houlfes refolved that
the ftandard of the gold and filver coins of the
kingdom (hould not be altered in finenefs, weight,
or denomination ; and they ordered a bill to be
brought in, to prevent the melting down of the
filver - coin.” At this period , one James Shepherd,
a youth of eighteen , apprentice to a coachmaker,
and an enthufiaflt in Jacobitifm, fent a letter to a
nonjuring clergyman, propofing a fcheme for affal-
finating King George. He was immediately appre-
hended ; owned the defign, was tried, condemned,
and executed at Tyburn. This was likewife the fate
of the Marquis de Palleotti, an Italian nobleman,
brother to the Duchefs of Shrewf{bury. He had, i
a tranfport of paffion, killed his own fervant ; and
feemed indeed to be difordered in his brain. After
he had received fentence of death , the King’s par-
don was earneftly folicited by his fifter, the Duchels,
and many other perfons of the firlt diftinction : but
the common people became fo clamorous, that it
was thought dangerous to refcue him from the penal-
ties of the law , which he accordingly underwent in
the moft ignominious manner. No fubject produced
fo much heat and altercation in parliament during
this feflion, as did the bill for regulating the land-
forces, and punifhing mutiny and defertion : a bill
which was looked upon as an encroachment upon
the liberties and conflitution of England , inafmuch
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as it eftabliied martial law, which wrefted from
the civil magiltrate the cognizance of crimes and
mildemeanours committed by the foldiers and offi-
cers of the army: a jurifdi¢ion inconfiftent with
the genius and difpofition of the people. The dan-
gers that might accrue from fuch a power were ex-
piamcd n the Lower Houfe by NMr. Hutchinfon,
Mr. Harley, and Mr. Robert Walpole, which laft,
however, voted afterwards for the bill.  In the
Houfe of Lords, it was {trenuoufly oppofed by the
Earls of Oxford, Strafford, and Lord Harcourt

Their objections were anfwered by Lord Cartc-:et.
The bill paffed by a great majority ; but divers lords
entered a proteft. This affair being difcuffed, a
bill was brought in for vefting in truftees the for-
feited eftates in Britain and Ireland, to be fold for
the ufe of the public; for giving relief to lawful
creditors , by determining their claims; and for the
more effectual bringing into the refpective exche-
quers the rents and profits of the eftates till fold.
The time of claiming was prolonged : the fum of
twenty thoufand pounds was referved out of the
fale of the eftates in Scotland , for erecting {chools;
and eight thoufand pounds for building barracs in
that kingdom. The King having fignified, by a
meflage to the Houle of Commons, that he had late-
ly received fuch information from abroad, as gave
reafon to believe that a naval force, employed
where it fhould be neceffary, would give weight to
his endeavours: he, therefore, thought fit to ac-
quaint the Houfe with this circumftance, not doubt-
ing but that in cafe he fhould be obliged , at this
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critical jancture, to exceed the number of men gran.
ted this year for the fea-fervice , the Houfe would
provide for fuch exceeding *. The Commons im-
mediately drew up and preflented an addrefs, affur-
ing his Majefly that they would make good fuch
exceedings of feamen as he (hould find neceffary to
preferve the tranquillity of Furope. On the twenty-
firlt day of March, the King went to the Houlfe of
Peers, and, having pafled the bills that were ready
for the royal affent, ordered the parliament to be
prorogued *.

§ IV. The King of Spain , by the care and indefa-
tigable diligence of his prime minifter, Cardinal Al-
beroni , equipped a very formidable armament,
which, in the beginning of June, fet fail from Bar-
celona towards Italy ; but the deftination of it was
not known, A ftrong fquadron having been fitted
out in England, the Marquis de Monteleone; am-
baffador from Spain, prefented a memorial to the
Britifh miniftry . importing that fo powerful an
armament in time of peace could not but give um-
brage to the King his mafter, and alter the good
intelligence that {ubfifted between the two crowns.
In anfwer to this reprefentation , the minifters

* Oldmixon. Annals. Lambercy. Burchet. Hift. Reg. Tindal.
State.Trixle. Deb. in Par. Bolin. broke. Lives of the Admirals.

Earl Cowper, lord- chancellor, refipned the great feal,
whi h was at firft pet in commiffion, but afterwards given to
Lord Parker, as high chancellor. The Earl of Sunderland
was made prefident of the covncil, and firlt commiflioner of
the Treafury. Lord St2nhope and Mr. Craggs were appointed

fecretaries of ftate. Lord Stanhope and Lord Cadogan were
afterwards| created earls.
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declared that the King intended to fend Admiral
Byng with a powerful fquadron into the Mediter-
ranean, to maintain the neutrality in [taly. Mean
while, the negociations between the Englith and
French minifters produced the quadruple alliance ,
by which King George and the Regent prefcribed a
peace between the Emperor, the King of Spain, and
the King of Sicily, and undertook to compel Philip
and the Savoyard to fubmit to fuch conditions as
they had concerted with his Imperial Majefty. Thefe
powers were allowed only three months to confider
the articles, and declare whether they would rejedt
them, oracquiefce in the partition. \Toth‘rg could
be more contradidory to the true intereft of Great-
Britain than this treaty , which deftroyed the balance
in Italy, by throwing fuch an acceflion of power
into the hands of the Houfe of Auftria. Itinterrapted
the commerce with Spain; involved the kingdom
in an immediate war with that monarchy; and gave
rife to all the quarrels and difputes which have ari-
fen between Ingland and Spainin the fequel.  The
States- General did notapprove of fuch violent mea-
fures, and for fome time kept aloof: but at length
they acceded to the quadruple alliance , which
indeed was no other than a very expenfive compli-
ment to the Emperor, who was defirous of adding
Sicily to bis other Italian dominions.

§ VII. The King of England had ufed fome en-
deavours to compromife the difference between
his Imperial Majelty and the Spanifh branch of
the Houfe of Bourbon. Lord Stanhope had been
{ent to Madrid with a plan of pacification, which
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being rejected by Philip, as partial and iniquitous,
theKing determined to fuppor this mediation by force
of arms. Sir George Byng failed from Spithead on
the fourth day of June, with twenty fhips of the
line, two fire-fhips, two bomb-velfels, and ample
inftrucions how to act onall emergencies. He ar-
rived off Cape St. Vincent on the thirtieth day of
the month, and difpatched his fecretary to Cadiz,
with a letter to Colonel Stanhepe, the Britifh mi-
nifter at Madrid, defiring him to inform bis Moft
Catholic Majelty of the Admiral’s arrival in thofe
parts, and lay before him this article of his inftruc-
tions: “ You are to make inftances with both par
« ties to ceale from ufing any further a@s of hofti-
lity : butin cafe the Spaniards do ftill infift, with
their fhips of war and forces, to attack the king-
dom of Naples, or other territories of the Emperor
in Italy, orto land in any part of ltaly, which can
only be with a defign to invade the Emperor’s, deo-
® minions, again{t whom only they have declared
“ war by invading Sardinia; or, if they {hould
“ endeavour to make themfelves mafters of the
kingdom of Sicily , which muft be with a delign
to invade the kingdom of Naples; in which cafe
you are, with all your power, to hinder and
obftruct the fame. 1If it fhould fo happen, that
at your arrival , with our fleet under your com-
mand, in the Mediterrancan, the Spaniards fhould
already have landed any troops in Italy , in order
to invade the FEmperors territories, you (hall
endeavour amicably to diffuade them from per-
fevering in fuch an attempt, and offer them your
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affitance to help them to withdraw their troops,
“and put an end to all further ads of hoflility.
But in cale thefe your friendly endeavours (hould
prove ineffectual, you f(hall, by keeping com-
paay with, or intercepting their fhips or convoy;
or, if it be necelfary , by openly oppofing them,
defend the Emperor’s territories from any fur-
ther attempt.” When Cardinal Alberoni peru-
fed thefe infiru&ions, he told Colonel Stanhope,
with fome warmth, that his mafter would run all
hazards, and even fuffer himfelf to be driven out
of Spain, rather than recal his troops, or confent
to a fufpenfion of arms. He faid the Spaniards were
not to be frightened ; and he was fo well convinced
that the fleet would do their duty, that in cafle of
their being attacked by Admiral Byng, he fhould
be in no pain for the fuccefs. Mr. Stanhope prefent-
ing him with a lift of the Britfh fquadron, he threw
it upon the ground with great emotion. He pro-
mifed , however, to lay the Admiral’sletter before
the King, and to let the envoy know his Majefty’s
refolution. Such an interpofition could not but be
very provoking to the Spanifh minifter, who had
laid his account with the conquelt of Sicily, and
for that purpofe prepared an armament which was
altogether furprifing, confidering the late fhattered
condition of the Spanifh affairs. But he feems to
have put too much confidence in the firength of the
Spanifh fleet. In a few days he fent back the Ad-
mural’s letter to IVIr. Stanhope, with a note under
it , importing , that the Chevalier Byng might
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execute the orders he had received from the King
his mafter.

§ VIII. The Admiral, in paffing by Gibraltar, was
joined by Vice - Admiral Cornwal, with two fhips.
He proceeded -to Minorca, where he relieved the
garrifon of Port - Vlahon. Then be failed for Naples,
where he arrived on the firlt day of Auguft, and
was received as a deliverer : for the Neapolitans had
been under the utmoft terror of an invafion from
the Spaniards. Sir George Byng received intelli
gence {rom the viceroy , Count Daun, who treated
him with the moft ditinguifhing marks of refpect,
that the Spanifh army, amounting to thirty thou-
fand men, commanded by the Vlarquis de Lede,
had landed in Sicily , reduced Palermo and Meffinz,
and were then employed in the fiege of the citadel
belonging to this laft city : that the Piedmontefe
garrifon would be obliged to furrender , if not fpee-
dily relieved : that an alliance was upon the carpet
between the Emperor and the King of Sicily, which
1aft had defired the affiftance of the Imperial troops,
and agreed to receive them into the citadel of Mel-
fina. The admiral immediately refolved to fail thi-
ther, and took under his convoy a re - enforcement
of two thoufand Germans for the citadel , under the
coromand of General Wetzel. He forthwith failed
from Naples, and on the ninth day of Auguft was
in fight of the Faro of Meffina. He difpatched bis
own captain, with a polite meflage to the Marquis
de Lede, propofing a ceffation of arms in Sicily for
two months, thatthe powers of Europe might have
time to concert mealures for reftoring a lalting peace;
and
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and declaring, that (hould this propofal be reje&ed,
he would, in purfuance of his wnftructions, ufe all
his force to prevent further attempts to difturb the
dominions his malter bad engaged to defend. The
Spanifh general anfwered, that he had no powers o
treat, confequently could not agree to an armiltice,
but thould obey his orders, which dire¢ted him to
reduce Sicily for his mafter the King of Spain. The
Spanifh fleet had failed from the harbour of Mef-
fina on the day before the Englith fquadron appear-
ed. Admiral Byng fuppofed they had retired to
Malta, and directed his courfe towards [Meflina,
in order to encourage and fupport the garrifon in
the citadel. But, in doubling the point of Faro,
he defcried two Spanifh fcouts, and learned from
the people of a feluccafrom the Calabrian (hore, that
they had feen from the hills the Spanifh fleet lying
to in order of battle. The admiral immediately
detached the German troops to Reggio, undercon-
voy of two [hips of war. Then he ftood through
the Faro after the Spanifh fconts that led him to
their main fleet , which before noon he deferied in
line of battle, amounting to feven -and - twenty fail
large and fmall, befides two fire-fhips, four bomb-
veffels, and feven gallies. They were commanded
in chief by Don Autonio de Caltanita, under whom
were the four Rear-Admirals Chacon, Mari, Gue-
vara , and Cammock. At fight of the Englith fqua-
dron , they ftood away large, and Byng gave
chafle all the reft of the day. In the morning, which
was the eleventh of Auguft, Rear - Admiral dg
Mari, with fix fhips of war, the gallies, fire-fhips,
Wor. Tl S
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and bomb-ketches, feparated from the main fleet,
and ftood in for the Sicilian {hore. The Englifh
Admiral detached Captain Walton with five (hips
in purfuit of them; and they were foon engaged,
He himfelf continued to chafe their main fleet; and
about ten o'clock the battle began. The Spaniards
feemed to be diftracted in their councils, and acted
in confufion. They madea running fight: yet the
Admirals behaved with courage and activity , in
fpite of which they were all taken, except Cam.
mock, who made hisefcape with three (hips of war
and three frigates. Tn this engagement, which hap-
pened off Cape Paffaro, Captain Haddock, of the
Grafton, fignalized his courage in an extraordinary
manner. On the eighteenth the Admiral received a
letter from Captain Walton, dated off Syracule,
intimating that he had taken four Spanifh hips of
war, together with a bomb- ketch, and a vellel
laden with arms : and that he had burned four fhips
of the line, a fire-fhip, and a bomb-veffel . Had the
Spaniards followed the advice of Rear- Admiral
Cammock , who was a native of Ireland , Sir George
Byng would not have obtained fuch an eafy vic-
tory. That officer propofed that they fhould remain
at anchor in the road of Paradife , with their broad-
fides to the fea; in which cafe the Englifh Admiral

* This letter is juftly deemed a curious {pecimen of the
laconic ftyle.
SIR,
“ \WE have taken and deftroyed all the Spanifh fhips and
veflels which were upon the coaft; the numberas per margin, 1
am , &c. “ G. WALTON.”
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wou]d have found it a very difficult talk to attack

em: for the coaltis fo bold, that the largelt fhips
could ride with a cable afhore ; whereas farther
ount the currents are fo various and rapid, that the
Enghth {quadron could not have come to anchor,
or lie near them in order of battle: befides, the Spa-
niards might have been re - enforced from the army
on (hore, which would have raifed batteries to an-
noy the aflailants. Before King George had received
an accounnt of this engagement from the Admiral,
he wrote him a letter with his own hand, approv-
ing his condu&t. When Sir George’s eldeft fon
arrived in England, with a circumftantial account
of the a&tion, he was gracioufly received, and fent
back with plenipotentiary powers to his father,
that he might negociate with the feveral princes
and Qtates of Italy, as he fhould fee occafion. The
fon lLikewife carried the King’s royal grant to the
officers and feamen, of all the prizes they had taken
from the Spaniards. Notwithftanding this victory,
the Spanilh army carried on the fiege of the citadel
of Meflina with fuch vigor, that the governor fure
rendered the place by capitulation on the twenty-
ninth day of Scptember, A treaty was now con-
cluded at Vienna between the Emperor and the
Duke of Savoy. They agreed to form an army
for the conquelt of Sardinia in behalf of the Duke;
and in the mean time this prince engaged to eva-
cuate Sicily : but until his troops could be conveyed
from that ifland, he confented that they fhould
co - operate with the Germans againft the common
enemy. Admiral Byng continued to affilt the
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Imperialifts in Sicily, during the belt part of the
winter, by [couring the feas of the Spaniards, and
keeping the communication open between the
German forces and the Calabrian (hore , from
whence they were fupplied with provifions. He
acted in this fervice with equal condué, refolu-
tion, and ativity. He conferred with the viceroy
of Naples, and the other Imperial generals, about
the operations of the enfuing campaign , and Count
Hamilton was difpatched to Vienna, to lay before
the Emperor the refult of cheir deliberations : then
the Admiral fet fail for Mahon, where his {hips
might be refitted, and put in a condition to take
the fea in the f{pring.

§ 1X. The deltruétion of the Spanifh fleet wasa
fubject that employed the deliberations and con-
jectures of all the politicians in Hurope. Spain ex-
claimed againft the conduct of England, as incon-
fiftent with the rules of good faith, for the obfer-
vation of which e had always been fo famous.
The Marguis de Monteleone wrote a letter to Mr
Sccretary Crawgs, in which he expoftulated with
him upon fuch an unprecedented ountrage. Cardi-
nal Alberoni, in a letter to that minifter , inveighed
againft itasabafe, unworthy adion. He faid the
neutrality of [taly was a weak pretence, fince every
body kpew that ncutnlity had long been at an
end, and that the prince’s gnarantees of the treaty
of Utrecht, were entively difcharged from their
engagements, not only by the {candalous mﬁmgc-
ments committed by the Auftrians in the evacuation
of Catalonia and Majorca; but alfo becaufe the
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guarantee was no longer binding than till a peace
was concluded with France. He taxed the Britifh
minifiry with having revived and fupported this
neutrality, not by an amicable mediation, but by
open violence, and artfully abufing the confidence
and fecurity of the Spaniards. This was the lan-
guage of difappointed ambition. Neverthelels, it
muft be owned, that the condud of England, on
this occaflion, was irregular, partial, and precipitate.

§ X. The parliament mecting on the eleventh day
of November, the King, in his fpeech, declared
that the court of Spain had reje@ed all his amicable
propofals , and breke through their moft folemn
engagements , for the fecurity of the Britifh com.
merce. To vindicate, therefore, the faith of his
former treaties, as well as to maintain thofe he had
lately made, and to protect and defend the trade
of his fubje&s, which bad in every branch been
violently and unjultly opprefled, it became necef-
fary for his naval forces to check their progrefs:
that, notwithftanding the fuccels of his arms, that
court had lately given orders at all the ports of
Spain and of the Welt - ludies, to fit out privateers
againft the Englifh. He faid he was perfuaded that
a Britifh parliament would enable him to refent
fuch treatment; and he affured them that his good
brother, the Regent of France, was ready to con-
cur with him in the molt vigorous meafures. A
ftrong oppofition was made in both Houfes to the
motion for an addrefs of thanks and congratulation
propofed by Lord Carteret.  Several peers obfer-
ved, that fuch an addrefs was, in effect, to approve
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a fea - fight which might be attended with danger-
ous confequences, and to give the fanction of that
auguft affembly to meafures which, upon exami-
nation, might appear either to clafh with the law
of nations, or former treatics, or to be prejudi-
cial to the trade of Great-Britain: that they onght
to proceed with the utmoflt caution and matureft
deliberation , in an affair wherein the honor , as
well as the intercft of the nation, were fo highly
concerned. Lord Strafford moved for an addrefs,
that Sir George Byng's inftructions might be laid
before the Houfe. Earl Stanhope replied, that there
was no occafion for fuch an addrefs, {ince by his
Majelty’s command he had already laid before the
Houfe the treaties, of which the late fea-fight was
a confequence: particularly the treaty for a defen-
five alliance between the Emperor and his Majelty,
concluded at Wefltminfter on the twenty - fifth day
of May, inthe year one thoufand feven hundred
and fixteen; and the treaty of alliance for reftoring
and fettling the public peace, figned at London on
the twenty -fecond day of July. He affirmed that
the court of Spain had violated the treaty of Utrecht,
and acted againft the public faith, in attackingthe
Emperor’s dominions, while be was engaged ina
war againft the enemies of Chriftendom:  that they
had rejected his Majefly’s friendly offices and offers
for mediating an accommodation. He explained
the caufe of his own journey to Spain, and his
negociations at Madrid. He added, it was high
timf? to check the growth of the naval power of
Spain, in order to protect and fecure the trade of
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the Britith fubje@s, which had been violently op-
preffed by the Spaniards. After a long debate, the
motion was carried by a confiderable majority. The
fame fubject excited difputes of the fame nature
the Houfe of Commons , where Lord Hinching-
broke moved that, in their addrefs of thanks, they
fhould declare their entire fatisfaction in thofe mea-
fures which the King had already taken for fireng-
thening the proteftant fucceffion, and eftablifhing
a lafting tranquillity in Europe. The members in
the oppofition urged that it was unparliamentary
and unprecedented , on the firlt day of the feffion,
to enter upon particulars: that the bufinefs in quef-
tion was of the higheft importance , and deferved
the moft mature deliberation : that, before they
approved the meafures which had been taken, they
ought to examine the reafons on which thofe mea-
fures were founded. IMr. Robert Walpole affirm-
ed, that the giving fan&ion, in the manner propo-
fed, to the late mecalures, could have no other
view than that of fcreening minifters, who were
confcious of having begun a war againft Spain, and
now wanted to make it the parliament’s war. He
obferved that, inftead of an entire fatisfaction, they
ought to exprefs their entire diffatisfaction with
fuch conduc as was contrary to the law of nations,
and a breach of the moft folemn treaties. IVIr. Se-
cretary Craggs, in a long {peech, explained the
nature of the quadruple alliance, and jullified all
the meafures which had been taken. The addrefs,
as moved by Lord Hinchingbroke, was at length
carried, and prefented to his Majefty. Then the

S 4

CHAP.

Il
1718s




BOOK

¥
1718.

264 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Commons proceeded to confider the fupply. They
voted thirteen thoufand five hundred failors; and
twelve thoufand four hundred thirty - five men for
the land-fervicee. The whole eftimate amounted
to two millions two hundred and fifty -feven thou-
fand five hundred eighty- one pounds, nineteen
fhillings. The money was raifed by a land. tax,
malt-tax, and lottery.

§ XI. On the thirteenth day of December, Earl
Stanhope declared, in the Houfe of Lords , that, in
order to unite the hearts of the well - affected to the
prefent eftablifhment, he bad a bill to offer, under
the title of “An a& for firenathening the proteft-
“ ant interet in thefe kingdoms. ” It was ac
cordingly read, and appeared to be a bill repealing
the ats againft occafional conformity, the growth
of fchifm, and fome claufes in the corporation and
teft-a@ts. This bad been concerted by the miniftry ,
In private meetings with the moft eminent diffenters.
The Tory-lords were aftonifhied at this motion,
for which they were altogether unprepared. Ne-
verthelefs | they were firenuous in their oppofition.
They alledged that the bill, inftead of {trengthen-
ing, would certainly weaken the church of Eng-
land, by plucking off her beft feathers, invefting
her enemies with power, and fharing with church-
men the civil and military employments of which
they were then wholly poffefled.  Farl Cowper de-
clared himfelf againft that part of the bill by which
fome claufes of the teft and corporation -adls were
repealed ; becaufe he looked upon thofe aés as the
main bulwark of our exceilent conftitution in church
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and ftate, which ought to be inviolably preferved.
The Earl of llay oppofed the bill, becaufe, in his
epinion, it infringed the pacla conventa of the treaty
of Union, by which the bounds both of the church
of England and of the church of Scotland were fixed
and fettled ;and he was apprehenfive, if thearticles
of the Unton were broke with refpect to one church,
it might afterwards be a precedent to break them
with refpect to the other. The Archbifhop of Can-
terbury faid the adls which by this bill would be
repealed were the main bulwark and fupporters of
the Englifh church : he expreffed all imaginable
tendernefs for well-meaning conlcientious diffenters ;
but he could not forbear faying fome among thatfe&
made a wrong ufe of the favor and indulgence fhown
to them at the Revolution, though they had the
leaft fhare in that happy event: it was, therefore,
thought neceffary for the legiflature to interpofe ,
and put a ftop to the fcandalous practice of occafional
conformity. He added, that it would be needlefs
to repeal the act againft fchifm , fince no advantage
had been taken of it to the prejudice of the diffen-
ters. Dr. Hoadley, Bifhop of Bangor, endeavoured
to provethat the occafional and fchifm - adts were
in cffet perfecuting laws; and that by admitting the
principal of felf- defence and felf - prefervation, in
matters of religion, all the perfecutions maintained
by the heathens againft the profelflors of Chriftia-
nity , and even the popith Inquifition, might be
jultified.  With refpec to the power of which many
clergymen appeared fo fond and fo zealous, he
owned the defire of power and riches was natural
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to all men ; but that he had learned both from rea-
fon and from the gofpel, that this defire muft be
kept within due bouads, and not intrench upon
the rights and liberties of their fellow-creatures and
countrymen. Afteralong debate, the Houlfe agreed
to leave out fome claufes concerning the telt and
corporation-ads: then the bill was committed , and
afterwards pafled. In the Lower Houfe it met with
violent oppofition, in fpite of which it was carried
by the majority.

§ XII. TheKing, on the feventeenth day of De.
cember, fenta meflage to the Commons, importing
that all his endeavours to procure redrefs for the
injuries done to his fubjecs by the King of Spain
having proved ineffectual, he had found it neceffary
to declare war againft that monarch. Whena motion
was made for an addrefs, to affure the King they
would chearfully fupport him in the profecution
of the war, IMr. Shippen and fome other members
faid they did not fee the neceflity of involving the
nation in a war on account of fome grievances of
which the merchants complained , as thefle might
be amicably redrefled. Mr. Stanhope affured the
Houfe, that he had prefented five -and - twenty
memorials to the miniftry of Spain on that fubjed,
without fuccefs. Mr. Methuen accounted for the
dilatory proceeding of the Spanifh court in com-
mercial affairs , by explaining the great variety of
regulations in the feveral provinces and ports of
that kingdom. It was fuggefted, that the miniftry
paid very little regard to the trade and intereft of
the nation; inalmuch as it appeared by the anfwer
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from a fecretary of ftate to the letter of the Marquis
de Vonteleone, that they would have overlooked
the violation of the treaties of commerce, provided
Spain had accepted the conditions flipulated in the
quadruple alliance ; for it was there exprefsly faid
that his Majefly , the King of Great Britain, did not
feek to aggrandize himfclf by any new acquifition,
but was rather inclined to facrifice fomething of his
own to procure the general quiet and tranquillity
of Europe. A member obferved that nobody could
tell how far that facrifice would have extended; but
certainly it was a very uncommon ftretch of con-
defcenfion. 1his facrifice was faid to be the ceflion
of Gibraltar and Port- Viahon, which the Regent
of France had offered to the King of Spain, pro-
vided he would accede to the quadruple alliance.
Horatio Walpole obferved, that the difpofition of
Sicily in favor of the Emperor was an infradtion of
the treaty of Utrecht; and his brother exclaimed
againlt the injultice of attacking the Spanifh fleet
before a declaration of war., Notwithftanding all
thefe arguments and obje&ions, the majority agreed
to the addrefs; and fuch another was carried in the
Upper-Houfe without a divifion. The declaration
of war againft Spain was publifhed with the ufual
folemnities ; but this war was not a favorite of the
people, and, therefore, did not produce thofe ac-
clamations that were ufual on fuch occafions.

§ XIII. Mean while Cardinal Alberoni employed
all his intrigues, power, and indufiry, for the gra-
tification of hisrevenge. He caufed new fhips to be
built, the fea-ports to be put in a pofture of defence,
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fuccours to be fent to Sicily, and the proper mea-
fures to be taken for the fecurity of Sardinia. He,
by means of the Prince of Cellamare, the Spanifh
ambaffador of Paris, caballed with the malecontents
of that kingdom, who were numerous and powerful,
A fcheme was actually formed for [cizing the Regent,
and fecuring the perfon of the King. The Duke of
Orleans owed the firlt intimation of this plot to King
George, who gave him to underltand, thata con.
fpiracy was formed again{t his peifon and govern-
ment. T he Regent immediately took meafures for
watching the condué of all {ufpected perfons; but
the whole 1ntrigue was difcovered by accident. The
Prince de Cellamare iotrulted his difpatches to the
Anbbeé Portocarrero , and to a fon of the Marquis de
Monteicone. Thefe emiffaries fet out from Paris
in a poltchaife, and were overturned. The Poftil
Jion overheard Portocarrero fay he would not have
loft his portmantean fora huodred thoufand piftoles.
T he man, at his return to Paris, gave notice to the
government of what he bad obferved. The Spani-
ards, being purfued, were overtaken and feized at
Poitiers , with the portmaateau, in which the Re-
gent found two letters thac made him acquainted
with the particulars of the confpiracy. The Prince
de Cellamare was immediately condudted to the fron-
tiers: the Duke of Maire, the Marquis de Pompa-
dour, the Cardinal de Polignac, and many other
perfons of diftinction, were committed to different
prifons. The Regent declared war againft Spain, on
the twenty - ninth day of December; and an army of
fix-and-thirty thoufand men began its march towards
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that kingdom in January, under the command of cua .
the Duke of Berwick. 11
§ X1V, Cardinal Alberoni had likewife formed a 1718
fchewe in favor of the Pretender. The Duke of Or-
mond repairing to [Madrid , held conference with his
eminence; and meafures were concerted for exciting
another infurre@ion in Great-Britain, The Chevalier
de St. George quitted Urbino by {tealth; and embark-
ing at Nettuno, landed at Cagliari in March. From
thence he took his pallage to Rofes in Catalonia,
and proceeded to Madrid, where be was received
with great cordiality, and treated as King of Great-
Britain. An armament had been equipped of ten
thips of war and tranfports, having on board fix
il thoufand regular troops, with arms for twelve thou-
' {fand men. The command of this fleet was beftowed
on the Duke of Ormoud, with the title of Captain-
General of his moft Catholic Majelty. He was pro-
vided with declarations inthe name of that king, 1m-
porting that for many good reafons he had fent part
[t of his land and fea-forces into Fogland and Scotland,
1 toa&as anxiliaries to King James. His Britannic Via-
jefty having received from the Regent of France
timely notice of this intended vafion, offered, by
[¥/  proclamation, rewards to thofe that hould apprehend
the Duke of Ormond, or any gentleman embarked
: in that expedition. Troops were ordered to alfemble
2 in the north, and in the weft of England : two thou-
5 {and men were demanded of the States- General: a
ftrong fquadron was equipped to oppofe the Spanifh
armamenc; and the Duke of Orleans made a proffeg
to King George of twenty battalions for his fervice.
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§ XV. His Majefty having communicated to both
Houfes of parliament the repeated advices he had
received touching this projected defcent, they pro-
mifed to fupport him againft all his enemies. - They
defired he would augment his forces by fea and land;
and affured him they would make good the extra.
ordinary expenfe. T'wo thoufand men were landed
from Holland, and fix battalions of Imperialifts from
the Auftrian Netherlands. The Duke of Ormond
failed from Cadiz,, and proceeded as far as Cape Fi-
nifterre , where his fleet was difperfed and difabled
by a violent form; which entirely defeated the pur-
pofed expedition. Two frigates, however, arrived
in Scotland , with the Earls Marifchal and Seaforth,
the Marquis of Tullibardine, fome field - officers,
three hundred Spaniards, and arms for two thoufand
men. They were joined by a fmall body of High-
landers, and poffeffed themfelves of Donan Caltle.
Againlt thefeadventurers General Wightman march.
ed with a body of regular troops from Invernefs.
They had taken pofleffion of the pals at Glenfhiel;
but, at the approach of the King’s forces, retired to
the pafs at Strachell, which they refolved to defend.
They were attacked and driven from one eminence
to another till night, when the Highlanders difperfed;

_ and next day the Spaniards furrendered themfelves

prifoners of war. Marifchal, Secaforth , and Tullt-
bardine, with fome officers, retired to one of the
weftern ifles, in order to wait for an opportunity
of being conveyed to the continent.

§ XVI. On the laft day of February the Duke of
Somerfet reprefented in the Houfe of Lords, that the
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number of peers being very much increafed, elpe-
cially {ince the union of the two kingdoms, it feemed
abfolutely neceffary to take effe¢tual meafures for
preventing the inconveniencies that might attend the
creation of a great number of peers, to ferve a pre-
fent purpofe: an expedient which had been actually
taken in the late reign. He, therefore, moved that
a bill thould be brought in, to fettle and limit the
peerage, in fuch a manner, that the number of Eng-
lifh peers fhould not be enlarged beyond fix above
the prefent number, which, upon failure of male
iffue, might be fupplied by new creations : that, in-
ftead of the fixteen eledtive peers from Scotland,
twenty - five (hould be made hereditary on the part
of that kingdom; and that this number, upon fai-
lure of heirs male, (hould be fupplied from the other
members of the Scotti(h peerage. This bill was in-
tended as a reftraint upon the Prince of Wales, who
happened to be at variance with the prefent miniftry.
The motion was fupported by the Duke of Argyle,
now lord-fteward of the houfehold, the Earls of Sun-
derland and Carlifle. It was oppofed by the Earl
of Oxford, who faid, that although he expedled
nothing from the crown; he would never give his
vote for lopping off fo valuable a branch of the pre-
rogative, which enabled the King to reward merit
and virtuous actions. The debate was adjourned
to the fecond day of March, when Earl Stanhope
delivered a meflage from the King, intimating, that
as they had under confideration the ftate of the Bri-
tifh peerage, he had fo much at heart the fettling it
upon fuch a foundation as might fecure the freedom
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and conftitution of parliaments in all future ages,
that he was willing his prerogative fhould not ftand
in the way of fo great and neceffary a work. Ane-
ther violent debate enfued between the two factions,
The queltion here, as in almoft every other dif:
pute, was not, Whether the meafure propofed was
advantageous to the nation? but, Whether the
Tory or the Whig-intereft fhould predominate in
parliament ? Earl Cowper affirmed that the part of
the bill relating to the Scottifh peerage was a ma-
nifelt violation of the treaty of Union, as well asa
flagrant picce of injuftice, as it would deprive per-
fons of their right, without being heard , and with-
out any pretence or forfeiture on their part. He ob-
ferved that the Scottifh peers excluded from the num-
ber of the twenty - five would be in a worfe condi-
tion than any other fubjects in the kingdom; for
they would be neither clecting nor elected, neither
reprefenting nor reprefented. Thefe objections were
over-ruled : feveral refolutions were taken agreeably
to the motion; and the judges were ordered to pre-
pare and bring in the bill >. This mealure alarmed
the generality of Scottifh peers, as well as many
Englifh commoners, who faw in the bill the avenues
of dignity and title fhut up againft them; and they
did not fail to exclaim againftic, as an encroachment
upon the fundamental maxims of the conftitution.
Treatifes were writ and publifhed on both fides of
the queftion; and a national clamor began to arife,

* Annals. Corbet. Tinda\. Hift. Reg. Deb. in Par. Lives
of the Admirals.

when
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when Earl Stanhope obferved, in the Houfe, that
as the bill had raifed ftrange apprehenfions, he
thought it advifable to pofipone the further con-
fideration of it till a2 more proper opporwnity. It
was accordingly dropped, and the pariiament pro-
rogued on the eighteenth day of April, on which
occafion his Majefty told both Houfes, that the
Spanifh King had acknowledged the Pretender.

§ XVIL TheKing having appointed lords-juftices
to rule the kingdom in his abfence, embarked in
May for Holland, from whence he proceeded to
Hanover, where he concluded a peace with Ulrica,
the new Queen of Sweden. By this treaty Sweden
yielded for ever to the royal and electoral Houfe
of Brunfwick the duchies of Bremen and Ver-

den, with all their dependencies: King George’

obliged himfelf to pay a million of rixdollars to
the Queen of Sweden; and to renew, as King of
Great Britain and Eleétor of Hanover, the al-
liances formerly fubfifting between his predeceflors
and that kingdom. He likewife mediated a peace
between Sweden and his former allies, the Danes,
the Pruffians, and the Poles. The Czar, however,
refufed to give up his fchemes of conquelt. He fent
his fleet to the Scheuron or Batfes of Sweden , where
his troops landing, to the number offifteen thoufand,
committed dreadful outrages: but Sir John Norris,
who commanded an Eunglifh fquadron in thofe feas,
having orders to fupport the negociations, and
oppofe any hoftilities that might be committed , the
Czar, dreading the fate of the Spanifh navy, thought
proper to recal his fleet.  In the Vlediterranean
Vou. 1iL E
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Admiral Byngaded with unwearied vigor in"affifting
the 1mqu ll}s to finifh the conquelt of Sicily. The
court of Vienna had agreed to fend a firong body
of forces to finith the reduétion of that ifland ; and
the command in this expedition was belftowed upon
the Count de Merci, with whom Sir George Byng
conferred at Naples. This Admiral fupplied them
with ammunition and artillery from the Spanifh prizes.
He took the whole re- enforcement under his con-
voy , and faw them fafely landed in the bay of Patti,
to the number of three thonfand five hundred horfe,
and ten thoufand infantry. Count Merci thinking |
himfelf more than a match for the Spanifh forces
commanded by the Marquis de Lede, attacked him

in a 1mwg ”1]]’1[} at Franca-Villa; and was repuifed
with the lofs of five thoufand men, himfelf being
dangeroufly wounded in the action. Here his army
muft have perifhed for want of provifion, had not
they been fupplied by the Englilh navy.

§ XVIII. Admiral Bysg no foouer learned the
bad fuccefs of the attack at Franca-Villa, than he |
embarked two battxlions from the garrifon of Me-
lazzo, and about a thoufluind s, whom he
fent under a convey through iro to Schelo-
bay, in order to re-enforce {'1" Imperial army. He
nftcrw ards aflifted at a council of war with the
German generals, who, in confequence of his ad-
vice, undertook the fiege of Meflina. Then he
repaired to N aples, where he propofed to Count
Gallas, the new viceroy, that the troops deftined
for the conquelt of Sardinia (hould be firft landed in
Sicily , aund co-operate towards the conquelt of that
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ifland: The propofal was immediately difpatched
to the court of Vienna. In the mean time, the Ad-
miral returned to Sicily, and affifted in the fiege of
Mefiina. The town furrendered: the garrifon re-
tired into the citadel; and the remains of the Spa-
nith navy, which had efcaped at Paffaro, were now
defiroyed in the Mole. The Emperor approved
of the fcheme propofed by the Englith Admiral, to
whom be wrote a very gracious letter, intimating
that he had difpatched orders to the governor of
Milan, to detach the troops defigned for Sardinia
to Vado, in order to be tranfported into ltaly.
The Admiiral charged himfelf with the performance
of this fervice. Having furnifhed the Imperial army
before Meflina withanother {fupply of cannon, pow-
der, and fhot, upon his own credit, he fet fail for
Vado, where be furmounted numberlefs difficulties,
ftarted by the jealoufy of Count Bonneval, who
was unwilling to fee his troops, deftined for Sardi-
nia; now diverted to another expedition , in which
he could not enjoy the chief command. At length,
Admiral Byng faw the forces embarked , and con-
voyed them to Meflina, the citadel of which fur-
rendered in a few days after their arrival. By this
time the Marquis de Lede had fortified a ftrong poft
at Caftro-Giovanne, in the centre of the ifland; and
cantoned his troops about Aderno, Palermo, and
Catanea. The Imperialifis could not pretend to attack
him in this fituation, nor could they remain in the
neighbourhood of Meflina on account of the fcarcity
of provifions. They would, therefore. have been
obliged to quit the ifland during the winter, had not
T 3
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the Admiral undertaken to tranfport them by fea to
Thapani, where they could extend themfelvesina
plentiful country. He not only executed this enter.
prife ; but even fupplied them with corn from Tu.
nis, as the harvelts of Sicily had been gathered into
the Spanith magazines. It was the fecond day of
March before the laft embarkation of the Imperial
troops were landed at Trapani.

§ XIX. The Marquis de Lede immediately retired
with his army to Alcamo, from whence he fent his

mare{chal de camp to Count Merci and the Englifh
Admiral, with overtures for evacuating Sicily. The
propofals were not difagreeable to the Germans ;
but Sir George Byng Hechied that the Spantards
fbould not quit the ifland while the war continued,
as he forefaw that thefe troops would be employed
againft France or England. He agreed, however,
with Count Merci, in propofing, that if the Mar-
quis would furrender Palermo, and retire into the
middie part of the ifland, they would confent to an
armiftice for {ix weeks, until the fentiments of their
different courts fhould be known. The Marquis
offered to furrender Palermo, in confideration of a
fufpcnﬁon of arms for three months; but, while
this negociation was depending, he received advice
from Madrid, that a general peace was concluded,
Neverthelefls, be broke off the treaty, in obedience
to a fecret order for that purpofe. The King of
Spain hoped to obtain the reftitution of St. Sebaftian's,
Fontarabia, and other places taken in the courfe of
the war, in exchange for the evacuation of Sicily.
Holtilities were continued nntil the Admiral received
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advice from the Earl of Stair at Paris, that the Spanifh
ambaffador at the Hague had figned the quadruple
alliance. By the fame courier packets were delivered
to the Count de Merci ard the Marquis de Lede,
which laft gave the Admiral and Imperial general to
underftand that he looked upon the peace as a thing
concluded; and was ready to treat fora ceffation of
hoftilities. They infilted upon his delivering up Pa-
lermo: on the other hand, he urged, that as their
mafters were in treaty for fettling the terms of eva-
cuating Sicily and Sardinia, he did not think himfelf
authorized to agree to a ceflation , except on condi-
tion that each party fhould remain on the ground
they occupied , and exped further orders from their
principals. After a fruitlefs interview between the
three chiefs at the Caffine de Roflignola, the Impe-
rial general refolved to undertake the fiege of Pa-
lermo: with this view he decamped from Alcamo
on the eighteenth day of April, and followed the
Marquis de Lede, who retreated before him, and
took pofleffion of the advantageous pofts that com-
manded the paffes into the plain of Palermo; but
Count Merci, with indefatigable diligence, marched
over the mountains , while the Admiral coafted along
fhore, attending the motions of the army. The
Spanith general perceiving the Germans advancing
into the plain, retired under the cannon of Paler-
mo, and fortified his camp with ftrong intrench-
ments. On the fecond day of May the Germans
took one of the enemy’s redoubts by furprife, and
the Marquis de Lede ordered all his forces to be
drawn out to retake this fortification: both armies
T 3
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were on the point of engaging when a courier arrived
in a felucca, with a packet for the Marquis, con-
taining full powers ro treat and agree about the eya.
cuation of the ifland, and the tranfportation of the
army to Spain. He forthwith drew off his army;
and fenta trumpetto the general and Admiral, with
letters, informing them of the orders he had re
ceived. Commiflioners were appointed on each
fide, the negociations begun, and the conventions
{figned in a very few days. The Germans were put
in pofleflion of Palermo, and the Spanith army
marched to Tauromini, from whence they were
tranfported to Barcelona,

§ XX. The Admiral continued in the Mediterra-
nean until he had feen the iflands of Sicily and Sar-
dinia evacuated by the Spaniards, and the mutual
ceflions executed between the Emperor and the
Duke of Savoy, in confequence of which , four bat-
talions of Piedmontefe troops were tranfported from
Palermo to Sardinia, and took pofleflion of Cagliari
in the name of their mafter. In a word, Admiral
Byng bore fuch a confiderable fhare in this war of
Sicily , that the fate of the ifland depended wholly
on his courage, vigilance, and condué. When
he waited on his Majefty at Hanover, he met with
a very gracious reception. The King told him he
had found out the fecret of obliging his enemies as
well as his friends; for the court of Spain had
mentioned him in the moft honorable terms, with
refpect to his candid and friendly deportment, ‘in
providing tranfports and other neceflaries for the
embarkation of their troops, and in proteéting them
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from oppreffion. He was appointed treafurer of CHAPR.
the navy, and Rear- Admiral of Great- Britain: in 1i.

a little time the King ennobled him, by the tile of  17'%
Vifcount Torrington: he was declared a privy-
counfellor; and afterwards made knight of the

Bath, at the revival of that order. During thele

e b occurrences in the Mediterranean , the Duke of
e Berwick advanced with the French army to the

" frontiers of Spain , where he took Fort-Paflage and
‘.;3,; deftroyed f{ix (hips of war that were on the ftocks:
a then he reduced Fontarabia and St. Sebaftian’s , to-

gether with Port Antonio in the bottom of the Bay
of Bifcay. In this laft exploit the French were aflift-
ed by a detachment of Englifh feamen, who burned
' two large fhips unfinifbed, and a great quantity of
naval ftores.  The Kinz of England with a view to
indemnify himfelf for the expenfe of the war, pro-
je@ted the conquelt of Corunna in Bifcay, and of
Peru in South- America. Four thoufand men, cora-
manded by Lord Cobbam, were embarked at the
Ifle of Wight, and failed on the twenty - firlt day of
September, under convoy of five fhips of war,
conduéted by Admiral Mighels. Inftead of making
an attempt upon Corunna, they reduced Vigo
with very little difficnlty; and Pont-a-Vedra {ub-
mitted without refifiance: here they found fome
brafs-artillery , fmallarms, and military ftores, with
which they returned to Kogland. In the mean
time Captain Johnfon, with two Englilh (hips of
war, deftroyed the fame number of Spanifh {hips
in the port of Ribadeo, to the ealward of Cape
Ortegas; fo that the nayal power of Spain was
T 4
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Bo ok totally ruined. The expedition to the Welt-In.

1i,
1719,

dies was prevented by the peace. Spain being op-
prefled on all fides, and ucterly exhanfted, Philip
faw the neceflity of afpeedy pacification. He now
perceived the madnefs of Alberoni’s ambitious pro-
je&s. That minifter was perfonally difagreeable to
the Emperor, the King of England, and the Re-
gent of France, who had declared they would
hearken to no propofals while he hould continue
in office: the Spanith monarch, therefore, divefted
him of his employment; and ordered him to quit
the kingdom in three weeks. The Marquis de
Beretti Landi, minifter from the court of Madrid
at the Hague, delivered a plan of pacification to
the States: but it was rejected by the allies; and
Philip was obliged at laft to accede to the quadruple
alliance.
§ XXI. On the fourteenth day of November
King George returned to England, and on the
twenty - third opened the feffion of parliament with
adpeech, in which he told them, that all Europe,
as well as Great- Britain, was on the point of being
delivered from the calamities of war, by the m-
fluence of Bricith arms and councils. He exhort-
ed the Commons to concert proper means for lef-
fening the debts of the nation; and concluded with
a panegyric upon his own government. It muft
be owned he had aded with equal vigor and de-
liberation in all the troubles he had encountered
fince his acceflion to the throne. The addrefles of
both Houfes were as warm as he could defire. They
in particular extolled him for having interpofed in
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behalf of the proteftants of Hungary, Poland, and
Germany , who had been opprefled by the practices
of the popifh clergy , and prefented to him memo-
rials, containing a detail of their grievances. He
and all the other proteftant powers warmly inter-
ceded in their favor; but the grievances were not
redreffed. The peerage - bill was now revived by
the Duke of Buckingham ; and, in {pite of all op-
pofition , paffed through the Houfe of Lords. It
had been projeéed by Earl Stanbope, and eagerly
fupported by the Earl of Sunderland ; therefore,
Mr Robert Walpole attacked it in the Houfe of
Commons with extraordinary vehemence. Here
too it was oppofed by a confiderable number of
Whig-members; and , after warm debates, rejected
by alarge majority. The next object that engrof-
fed the attention of the parliament was a bill for
better fecuring the dependency of Ireland upon the
crown of Great- Britain. [Maurice Annefley bad
appealed to the Houfe of Peers in England, from a
decree of the Houle of Peers in Ireland , which was
reverfed. The Britifh peers ordered the Barons of
the Exchequer in Ireland to put Mr. Annefley in
pofleflion of the lands he had loft by the decreein
that kingdom. The Barons obeyed this order;
and the Irifh Houfe of Peers paffed a vote againlt
them, as baving acted in derogation to the King's
prerogative in his high court of parliament in Ire-
land , as alflo of the rights and privileges of that
kingdom , and of the parliament thereof: they like-
wile, ordered them to be taken into the cuftody of
the ufher of the black-rod : they tranfmitted a long

CHAP.
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reprefentation to the King , demonftrating their
1ight to the final judicature of caufes ; and the Duke
of Leeds, in the Upper Houfe, urged, fifteen rea.
fons to fupport the claim of the Irith peers. Not
withftanding thefe arguments, the Houfe of Lords
in England refolved that the Barons of the Exche-
quer in Ireland had acted with courage, according
to law , in fupport of his Majefly’s prerogative ,
and with fidelity to the crown of Great- Britain,
They addrefled the King to confer on them fome
marks of his royal favor, asa recompence for the
il ufage they had undergone. Finally, they pre.
pared the bill, by which the Irith Houfe of Lords
was deprived of all right to pafs featence , affirm,
or reverfe any judgment or decree, given or made
in any court withm that kingdom. Ia the Houfe
of Commons it was oppofed by Mr. Pitt, Mr
Hungerford, Lords Molefworth and Tyrconnel:
but was carried by the majority, and received the
royal affent.

§ XXIL The King’s having recommended to the
Commouns the conlideration of proper means for lef-
fening the national debt, was a prelude to the famous
South-Sea a&, which became productive of fo
much mifchief and infatuation. The f{cheme was
projected by Sir John Blunt, who had been bred a
{erivener, and was poffeffed of all the cunning, plau-
fibility, and boldnels requifite for fuch an under-
taking. He communicated his plan to Mr. Aiflabie,
the chancellor of the Exchequer, as well as to one
of the fecretaries of ftate. He anfwered all their ob-
jections; and the project was adopted. They foreflaw
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their own private advantage in the execution of the
defign, which was imparted in the name of the South-
Sea company , of which Blunt wasa director, who
influenced all their proceedings. The pretence for
the fcheme was to difcharge the national debt, by
reducing all the funds into one. The Bank and
South- Sea company outbid each other. The South-
Sea company altered their original plan, and offered
fuch high terms to government, that the propofals
of the Bank were rejected ; and a bill was crdered
to be brought into thg Houfe of Commons, formed
on the plan prefented by the South-Sea company.
While this affair was in agitation, the flock of
that company rofe from one hundred and thirty to
near four hundred, in confequence of the conduct
of the Commons, who had rejected a motion for a
claufe in the bill, to fix what fhare in the capital
ftock of the company fhould be vefted in thofe pro-
prietors of the annuities who might voluntarily fub-
{cribe ; or how many years puichafe in money they
fhould receive in fubfcribing, at the choice of the
proprietors *.  In the Houfe of Lords, the bill was
oppofed by Lord North and Grey, Earl Cowper,
the Dukes of Wharton , Buckingham , and other
peers. They affirmed it was calculated for enriching
a few and impoverifing a great number: that it
countenanced the fraudulent and pernicious practice
of ftock - jobbing, which diverted the genius of the
people from trade and indufiry : thatit would give
foreigners the opportunity to double and treble the

6 Annals. Corbet., Hift. Reg, Tindal. Lives of the Ad-
mirals.
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vafl fums they had in the public funds; and they
would be tempted to realize and withdraw their
capital and immenfe gains to other countries; fo
that Great- Britain would be drained of its gold
and filver: thut 1he arcificial and prodigious rife of
the South -Sea ftock was a dangerous bait, which
might decoy many unwary people to their ruin,
alluring them by a falfe profpect of gain to part with
the fruits of their induliry, to purchafe imaginary
riches: that the addition of above thirty millions
capital would give fuch power to the South-Sea
companv , as might endanger the liberties of the
nation; for by their extenfive intereft they would
be able ro influence moft, if not all the elections of
the members; and confequently over-rule the re-
folutions of the Houfe of Commons. Earl Cowper
urged that in ll public bargaios the individuals in
the adminiftration ought to take care, that they fhall
be more advantageous to the ftate than to private
perfons; but that a contrary method had been fol-
lowed 1n the contract made with the South-Sea
company ; for, fhould the focks be keptat the ad-
vanced price to which they had been raifed by the
oblique arts of ftock - jobbing, either that company
or its principal members would gain above thirty
millions, of which no more than oae fourth part
would be given towards the difcharge of the natio-
nal debts. He apprehended that the re- purchafe
of annuities would meet with infuperable difficul-
ties: and, in fuch cafe, none but a few perfons who
were in the fecret, who had bought {tocks atalow
Tate , and afterwards fold them at a high price,
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would in the end be gainers by the proje&. The
Earl of Sunderland anfwered their objections. He
declared that thofe who countenanced the {cheme
of the South-Sea company , had nothing io view
but the advantage of the nation. He owned that
the managers for that company had undoubtedly a
profpect of private gain, either to themf{elves or to
their corporation ; but, he faid, when the fcheme
was accepted , neither the one nor the other could
forefee that the ftocks would have rifen to fuch a
height: that if they had continued as they were,
the public would have had the far greater {hare of
the advantage accruing from the fcheme; and
fhould they be kept up to the prefent high price,
it was but reafonable that the South-Sea company
fhould enjoy the profits procured to it by the wife
management and induftry of the direGtors, which
would enable it to make large dividends, and there-
by accomplifh the purpofe of the fcheme. The bill
pafled without amendmentor divifion; and, on the
feventh day of April, received the royal affent. By
this act the South-Sea company was authorized to
take in, by purchafe or fubfcription , the irredeem-
able debts of the nation , ftated at fixteen millions
five hundred foity - fix thoufand four hundred
cighty - two pounds , feven fhillings, one penny
farthing, at fuch times as they fhould find conve-
nient before the firft day of March of the enfuing
year, and without any compulfion on any of the
proprietors , at fuch rates and prices as (hould be
agreed upon between the company and the refpec-
tive proprietors. They were likewife authorized

CHAP.
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to take in all the redeemable debts, amounting to
the fame fum as that of the irredeemables, either
by purchafe, by taking fubfcriptions, or by paylng
off the creditors. For the liberty of taking in the
national debts ; and increafing their capital flack
accordingly, the company confented that their pre.
fent, and to be increafed annuity , fhould be con-
tinued at five per cent. till Midfummer, in the year
one thoufand feven hundred and twenty - feven;
from thence to be reduced to four per cent. and be
redeemable by parliament. In confideration of this
and other advantages exprefled in the a&, the coms
pany declared themfelves willing to make fuch pay-
ments into the receipt of the Exchequer as were
fpecitied for the ufe of the public, to be applied to
the difcharge of the public debts incurred before
Chriftmas, in the year one thoufand feven hun.
dred and fixteen. The fums they were obliged to
pay for theliberty of taking in the redeemable debts,
four years and a half’s purchafe for all the long and
fhort annuities that fhould be fubfcribed, and one
year’s purchafe for fuch long annuities as fhould not
be fubfcribed, amounted on the execution of the
act to about {feven millions. For enabling the com-
pany to radfe this fum, they were empowered to
make calls for money from their members ; to open
books of fubfcription; to grant annuities redeem-
able by the company ; to boirow money upon any
contract or bill under their common feal, or on
the credit of their capital ftock ; to convertthe money
demanded of their members into additional ftock,
without , however, making any.addition to the
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% company’sannuities, payable out of the public duties. CH AP
s It was enacted, That ont of the firft monies arifing 1L
' from the fums paid by the company into the Exche-  17%*
quer, fuch public debts, carrying intereftat five per

cent. incurred before the twenty-f{ifth day of De-
cember, in the year one thanfand feven hundred

and fixteen, founded upon any formeract of parlia.

ment, as were now redeemable, or might be re-
deemed before the twenty - fifth day of December,

in the year one thoufand feven hundred and twenty-

two, (hould be difcharged in the firft place: that

then all the remainder fhould be applied towards
paying off fo much of the capital ftock of the
company as fhould then carry an intereflt of five

per cent. It was likewife provided that after Mid-
fummer, in the year one thoufand feven hundred

and  twenty - feven , the company fhould not be

paid off in any fums being lefs than one million at

a time.

§ XL, Theheads of the Royal - Affurance and
London - Affurance companies, underftanding that
the civil-lift was confiderably in arrears, offered to the
miniftry {ix hundred thoufand pounds towards the
difcharge of that debt, on condition of their obtain-
ing theKing’s charter, with a parhiamentary fanction
for the eftablilhment of their refpective companies.
The propofal was embraced ; and the King commu-
nicated it in a meffage to the Houfe of Commons,
defiring their concurrence. A bill was immediately
pafled, enabling his Majefly to grant letters of in-
corporation to the two companies. It {oon obtained
the royal affent; and , on the eleventh day of June,
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an end was put to the feflion. This was the age of
interefted projeds, infpired by a venal {pirit of ad-
venture, the natural confequence of that avarice,
fraud, and profligacy, which the monied corpora.
tions had introduced. This of all others is the moft
unfavorable era for a hiftorian. A reader of fenti
ment and imagination cannot be entertained or in-
terefted by a dry detail of fuch tranfactions as admit
of no warmth, no colmmg, no embellithment; a
detail which ferves only to exhibit an inanimate pic-
ture of taftelefs vice and mean degeneracy. \

§ XXI1V. By this time an alliance offenfive and de-
fenfive was concluded at Stockholm between King
George and the Queen of Sweden, by which his
Majelty engaged to fend a fleet into the Baltic, to
a& againft the Czar of Mufcovy, in cafe that mo-
narch fhould reje& reafonable propofals of peace.
Peter loudly complained of the infolent interpofi-
tion of King George, alledging that he had failed
in his engagements, both as Ele&or of Havover
and King of Great - Britain. His refident at London
prefented a long memorial on this fubjedt, which
was anfwered by the Britifh and Hanoverian minif:
try. Thefe recriminations ferved only to inflame
the difference. The Czar continued to profecute
the war; and at length concluded a peace without
a mediator. At the inftances , however, of King
George, and the Regent of France , a treaty of
peace was figned between the Queen of Sweden and
the King of Pruffia, to whom that princefs ceded the
city of Stetin, the diftri@ between the rivers Oder
and Pehnne, with the ifles of Wollin and Ufedom.
On
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On the other-hand, -he f'n'mged to join the King. c H A P
of Great - Britain in lm endeavours to effecta peace 1.
between Sweden anrl Denmark, on condition that 729 -
the Danifh King 'fhould reﬂmf‘ to Queen Ulrica :
that parc of Pomerania which he had feized: he
Likewife promifed to pay to that Queen two millions
of rixdollars, in confideration of the ceffions fhe
had made. The treaty between Sweden and Den-
mark was figned at Frederick(tadt 1n the month of
June, througn the mediation of the King of Greats
Britain, who became guarantee for the Dane’s keep-
ing pofleffion of\lefwml\ He confented , however,
to reftore the Upper Pomerania, theifle of Rugen,
the city of Wifmar, and whacever he had taken.
from Sweden during the war, in confideration of
Sweden’s renouncing the exemption from toll in the
bl Sound, and the two belts; and paying to Denmark
{ix hundred thoufand rixdollars.

§ XXV. Sir John Norris had again failed to the
Baltic with a {trong fquadron , to give weight to
the King’s mediation. When he arrived at Copens
hagen he wrote a letter to Prince Dolgorouki, the
Czar’s Ambaflador at the court of Denmark , {igni-
fying that he and the King’s envoy at Stockholm
were velted with full powers to a& jointly or fe-
parately in quality of plenipotentiaries, in order to
effet a peace between Sweden and Mulcovy, in
the way of mediation. The Prince anfwered tha¢
the Czar had nothing more at heart than peace and
tranquillity ; and in cafe bis Britannic Majefty had
any propofals to make to that prince, he hoped the
Admiral would excufe him from receiving them,

Vo HL v
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they might be delivered in a much more com-
pendious way. ‘The vaili‘l fleet immediately joins

ed that of Sweden as auxiliaries ; but they kad no
opportunity of 2 ..l':"g' unit the Ruffian fquadron,
which fecured itfelf in Revel. Ulrica, Queen of
Sweden, and {ifter to Charles X1!. had married the
Prince of Hefle, and was C\'t;‘emclv defirous that
he (hould be joined with her in the adminiflration
of the 1‘c3’;11! power. She wrote a feparate letter to
each of the four ftates defiring ti-"v would confer

on him the fovereignty; and, after fome oppofition
from the nobles, he was actually elected King of
Sweden. Hc ent one of his general officers to noti-
fy his elcvation to the L2.1 , who -congratulated
s acceion to the throne: this was the

him upon |
i a ne ,L,:i'mon w'-'ir-h ended in peace,
l\ (‘f the Nerth. In
s King George fet out
fiom Eng rerlan a.mnfnlm}s; but,
before he t- Britain he was re-
concilec : f Wales, through the en-
deavours of the Duke of Devonlbire and Mr. Wal-
pole, who with Earl Cowper, Lord Townfhend, Mr.
Methuen,and Mr. Pulten

2t 1

and re - united with the mini

-, were received into favor,
y. The Earls of Dor-

fet and Brideewater were promoted to the title of
i X/ i f, : af g ey ~
dukes : Lord Vifcount Caltleton was made an

created a baron, and

V]ﬂ:m nt Fa I“'*" :‘.n\‘l John Wallop , Baron and
Vifcount of L

§ XXV Whij ie the Kin g was involved at Hanover
in a labyiinth of negociations , the South-Sea [cheme

"‘)i"‘(’“’“‘
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produced a kind of national delirium in his Enghth
dominions. Bluat, the projector, had taken the
hint of his p an from the famous Miffifiippi - fcheme
formied by Law, which in the prececding year had
raifed fuch a ferment 1o France, and e
upon many thoufand fanilies of that kingdom. In
the fcheme of Law, there was fomething fubflantial.
An exclufive trade to Louifiana promifed fome
advantage ; though the defign was defeated by the
frantic eagernefs of the people, Law himfelf became
the dupe of the Regent, who transferred the bur-
den of fifteen hundred millions of the King's debts
to the fhoulders of the fubje@s; while the projector
was facrificed as the fcape - goat offhe policical 1ni1-
quity. The South-Sea Tcheme promifed no com-
mercial advantage of any confequence. It was
buoyed up by nothing but the folly and rap'u:louf
nefls of individuals , which became fo biind a

extravagant, that Blun¢, with moderate mlcntb,
was able to impofe upon the whole nation, and
make tools of the other dire¢tors, to ferve his own
purpofes , and thofe of a few affociates. When this
projector found tfnt the South - Sea ftock did not
rife according to his expeciation hpOJ the bills being:
paffed, he circulated a report, that Gibraltat and
Port - Vlahon would be exchs mn‘d for fome places
in Peru; by which means me_,mali{"n trade to the
South - Sea would be protected and enlarged. This
rumor, dhmtﬂrl by his emiffaries, aced like & con-
tagion. lo five days the dire@ors opened their
books for a fubfcript

of three "nnr?;cf pounds for every hundred pounds
V 2

aled ruin

ion of one million, at the rate
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capital. Perfons of all ranks crowded to the houfe
in fuch a manner , that the firlt fubfcription ex-
ceeded two millions of original ftock. In a few
days this ftock advanced to three hundred and forty
pounds; and the fubfcriptions were fold for double
the price of the firlt payment. Without entering
into a detail of the proceedings, or explaining the
fcandalous arts that were practifed to enhance the
value of the ftock , and decoy the unwary, we
fhall only obferve, that by the promife of prodi-
gious dividends , and other infamous arts, the
ftock was raifed to one thoufand ; and the whole
nation infe&ed with the fpirit of ftock - jobbing to
an afltonithing degree. All diftincions of party,
religion, fex, charadter, and circumftance , were
fwallowed up in this univerfal concern, or in fome
fuch pecuniary project. Exchange -ally was filled
with a ftrange concourfe of {tatefmen and clergy-
men, churchmen and diffenters, Whigs and Tories,
phyflicians , lawyers, tradefmen, and even with mul-
titudes of females. All other profeffions and em-
ployments were utterly neglected ; and the people’s
attention wholly engroffed by this and other chi-
merical fchemes, which were known by the deno-
mination of bubbles. New companies ftarted up
every day, under the countenance of the prime no-
bilicy. The Prince of Wales was conftituted go-
vernor of the Welch copper company : the Duke
of Chandos appeared at the head of the York-buil-
dings company: the Duke of Bridgewater formed
a third, for building houfes in London and Weft-
minfter. About a hundred fuch {chemes were
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projected and put in execution, to theruin of many
thoufands. The fums propofed to be raifed by
thefe expedients amounted to three hundred mil-
lions fterling, which exceeded the value of all the
lands in England. The nation was fo intoxicated
with the fpirit of adventure, that people became a
prey to the groffeft delufion. An obfcure projector,
pretending to have formed a very advantageous
fcheme, which, however, he did not explain, pub-
lithed propofals for afubfcription , in which be pro-
mifed, that in one month the particulars of his pro-
jec fhould be difclofed. In the mean time, be de-
clared that every perfon paying two guineas (hould
be entitled toa fubfcription for one hundred pounds,
which would produce that fum yearly. In one
forenoon this adventurer received a thoufand of
thefe fubfcriptions ; and in the evening fet out for
another kingdom. The King, before his departure,
had iffued a proclamation againft thefe unlawtul
projects: the lords - juftices afterwards difmiffed all
the petitions that had been prefented for charters
and patents; and the Prince of Wales renounced
the company of which he had been elected gover.
nor. The South-Sea fcheme raifed fuch a flood
of eager avidity and extravagant hope, that the
majority of the diredtors were fwept along with it
even contrary to their own fenfe and inclination;
but, Blunt and his accomplices Rill directed the
ftream.

§ XXVIIL The infatuation prevailed till the eighth
day of September, when the ftock began to fall.
Then did fome of the adventurers awake from

Vs
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their delirium. The number of the fellers daily
increafed.  On the twenty - ninth day of the
month, the ftock had funk to one hundred and
fifty : feveral eminent goldfmiths and bankers, who
had lent great fums upon it, were obliged to ftop
payment, and abfcond. The ebb of this porten-
tous tide was fo violent, that it bare down every
thing in its way ; and an infinite number of families
was overwhelmed with ruin.  Public credit fuftain-
ed a terrible fhock: the nation was thrown into a
dangerous ferment ; and nothing was heard but the
ravings of grief, difappointment , and defpair.
Some principal members of the miniftry were deeply
concerned in thefe fraund t tranfactions: when
they faw the price of ftock finking daily, they em-
ployed all their influence with the Bank to fupport
the credit of the South-Sea company. That cor-
poration agreed, though with relu®ance, to fub-
feribe into the Rlock of the South-Sea company,
valued at four hundred per cent. three millions five
hich the company
was to repay to the Bank on L ady - day and Mi-
chelmas of the enfuing year. ‘This tranfadtion was
managed by Mr. Robert Walpole, who, with his
own band, wrote the minute of dqleemmt after-
wards known by the name of the Bank Contract.
Books were a:;:i*cd at the Bank , to take in a fub-
fcripion for the fi 1pport of pul
fiderable fums of mon ey were brou
t L! e ilbl.is. was I,.‘Ju.d ac {’i]!\_, ‘ud []IC!‘C
who contrived it feized the opportunity to realize.
But the bankruptcy of goidfiniths and the Sword-
blade company, from the fall of South-Sea ftock,

hundred thoufand pounds, w

lic credit; and con-
| 5
|2}

iu.“ 1 Y tnis
expedie
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oceafioned fuch a run upon the Bank, that the cmap.
money was paid away faftey than it could be re- il
ceived from the fubfeription.  Then the South-Sea 1720
ftack funk again ; and the directors of the Bank,
finding themfelves in danger of being involved in
that company’s ruin, renounced the agresment,
which , indeed, they were under no obligation to
perform,, for it ‘was drawn up in fuch a manner , as
to be no more than the rough draft of a fubfequent
agreement , "without due form , penalty, or claufe
of obligation. All expedients having failed, and
the clamors of the people daily increaling, cxpref-
fes were difpatched to, Hanover, reprefeating the
ftate of the nation , and prefiing the King to return.
He accordingly fhortened his intgnded flay in Ger-
many , and arrived in England on the eleventh day
of November. v,

§ XXVII. The parliament being affembled on
the eighth day of December, his Majefty exprefled
his concern for the unhappy turn of affairs, which
had fo deeply affected the public credit at home:
he earneltly defired the Commons to confider of
the moft effe@ual and fpeedy methods to reltore
the national credit, and fix it upon a lalting efla-
blihment. The Lower Houfe was too much -
terefted in the calamity, to poftpene the confide-
ration of that fubje@. The members feemed co lay
afide all party-diltinétions, and vie with each other
in promoting an inguiry ,, by which jultice might
be done to the injured nation. They ordered the
dire@ors to produce an account of all their pro-
ceedings. Sir Jofeph Jekyll moved , that a fele®
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committee might be appointed, to examine. the pars
ticulars of this tranfaction. My. Walpole, now pay-
maller of the forces, obferved, that {uch a method
would protract the inquiry, while the public credit
lay in a bleeding condition. He told the Houfe he
had formed a fcheme for reftoring public credit; bu,
before he would communicate this plan , defired to
know whether the fubfcriptions of public debts and
mcumberances, money - fubfcriptions , and other
contracts made with the South - Sea company, fhould
remain in the prefent flate. After a warm debate, the
queftion was carried in the affirmative. with this
addition, “Unlefs altered for the eafe and relief of
€ the proprietors, by a gencral court of the South-
% Sea company, or fet afide in due courfle of law,
Next day Walpole produced bis fcheme to engraft
nine millions of South-Sea ftock into the Bank of
England , and the like fum into the Eaft - India com-
pany, on certain conditions. The Houfe voted, that
propofals fhould be received from the Bank. and
thofe two companies, ‘on this {ubje@®. Thefe being
delivered, the Commons refolved, that an engrofs-
ment of nine millious of the capital ftock of the Souths
Seacompany , into the capital Rock of the Bank and
Eaft- India company , as propofed by thefe compa-
nies, would contribute very much to the reftoring
public credit. A billupon this refolution was brought
n,palfed through both Houfes, and received the royal
affent. Anotherbill was enacted intoalaw, for reftraine
ing the fub- governor, deputy - governor, direclors,
treaflurer, under - treafurer, cafhier , fecretary | and
accountauts,of the South-Sea company, from quiiting
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the kingdom , till the end of the next feffion of par-
liament ; and for difcovering their eftates and effects,
foas to prevent them from being tranfported or alie-
nated. A committee of fecrecy was chofen by bal-
iot, to examine all the books, papers, and proceed-
ings, relating to the execution of the South-Sea act.

§ XXIX. TheLords were not lefs eager than the
Commons to profecute this inquiry , though divers
members in both Houfes were deeply involved in
the guilt and infamy of the tranfaction. Earl Stan-
hope faid the eftates of the criminals, whether direc-
tors or not directors, ought to be confifcated , to
repair the public loffes. He was feconded by Lord
Carteret, and even by the Earl of Sunderland. The
Duke of Wharton declared he would give up the
belt friend he had, fhould he be found guilty. He
obferved, that the nation had been plundered in a
moft flagrant and notorious manner ; therefore , they
ought to find out and punifh the offenders feverely,
without refped of perfons. The fub and deputy
governors, the directors and officers of the South-
Sea company , were examined at the bar of the
Houfe. Then a bill was broughtin, difabling them
to enjoy any office in that company, or in the Eaft-
Indiacompany, or inthe Bank of England. Three
brokers were likewife examined, and made great
difcoveries.” Knight, the treafurer of the South - Sea
company, who had been intrufted with fecrets of
the whole affair, thought proper to withdraw him-
felf from the kingdom. A proclamation was iffued
to apprehend hin'; and another for preventing any
of the directors from efcaping out of the kingdom,
At this period, the fecret committee informed the
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Houfe of Commons , that they had already dift
covered a train of the deepelt villany and fraud
that hell ever contrived to ruin a nation, which in
due time they would lay before the Houfe: in the
mean while, they thought it highly neceflary to
fecure the perfons of fome of the dire@ors and prin-
cipal officers of the South-Sea company , as well as
to feize their papers. An order was made to fecure

the books and papers of Kuight, Surman, and:

‘Turner. The perfons of Sir George Cafwel, Sir
John Blunt, Sir John Lambert, Sir John Fellows,
and Mr. Grigfby, were taken into cuftody. Sie
‘Theodore Janfen, Mr. Sawbridge, Sir Robert Chas
plain, and Mr. Eyles, were expelled the Houfe,
and apprebended.  Vir. Aiflubie refigned his em-
ployments of chancellor of the Exchequer and lord
of the Treafury ; and orders were given to remove
all directors of the South-Sea company from the
places they poffefled under the government.

§ XXX. TheLords, inthe courle of their examis
nation, difcovered thatlarge portions of South-Sea
flock had been given to feveral perfons in the ad-
miniftration and Houfe of Commons for promoting
the paffuge of the South-Sea a&t. The Houle im-
mediately refolved, that this practice was a noto-
rious and moft dangerous {pecies of corruption :
that the dire@ors of the South- Sea company hav-
ing ordered great quantities of their ftock to be
bought for the fervice of the company, when it
was at a very high-price, and on pretence of keeping
up the price of ftock; and at the fame time feveral
of the diredors , and other officers belonging to
the company, baving, in a clandeftine manner,
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fold their own ftock to the company, fuch directors
and officers were guilty of a notorious fraud and
breach of truft, and their fo doing was one great
caule of the unhappy turn of affairs , that had fo much
affected public credit. IViany other refolutions were
taken againlt that infamous confederacy, in whichy
however, the innocent were confounded with the
guilty. Sir John Blunt refufing to anfwer certain in-
terrogations, a violent debate arofe about the man-
ner in which he fhould be treated. The Duke of
W harton obferved, that the government of the belt
princes was fometimes rendered intolerable to their
{ubjeds by bad minifters : he mentioned the example

{.‘LLJ: nus ; who had made a divifion in the Imperial
family, and rendered the reign of Claudius hateful
to the Romans. Earl Smnhope conceiving this re-
fle@ion was aimed at him , was feized w1t11 a tranf-
port of anger. He undertook to vindicate the mi-
nifiry; and fpoke with fuch vehemence as produced
a violent head-ach, which obliged him to retire. He
underwent proper evacuations, and [eemed to re-
cover: but next day, in the eveaing, became le-
thargic, and being feized with a {fuffocation, nftantly
expired. The King deeply regretted the death of this
favorite minifter, which was the more unfortunate,
as it happened at fuch a critical conjundture ; and he
appointed Lord Townfhend to fill his place of fecre-
tu‘y Earl Stanhope was furvived but a few (ans by

the other fecretary, IVir. Craggs, who died of the hmli
pox on the fixteenth day of February. Knight, the ca-
Ihm of the South-Sca-company, being feized at Tirle-
mont, by the vigilance of Mr. Gandot, fecretary to,
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WIr.Leathes,theBritifh refident atBruffe!s,was confin-
edinthecitadel of Antwerp. Application was made to
the court of Vienna, that he thould be delivered up to
fuch perfons as might be appointed to receive him:
but he bad found means to intereft the States of Bra-
bantin bis behalf. They infilted upon their privilege
granted by charter, that no perfonapprehended for
any crime in Brabant fhould be tried in any other
country. ‘YThe Houfe of Commons expreffed their
indignation at this frivolous pretence: inftances
were renewed to the Fmperor: and in the mean
time Knight efcaped from the citadel of Antwerp.
§ XXXI. The committee of fecrecy found, that,
before any fubfcription could be made, a fictitious
ftock of five hundred and twenty- four thoufand
pounds had been difpofed of by the directors, to fa-
cilitate the paffing the bill. Great part of this was
diftributed among the Farl of Sunderland, Mr.
Craggs fenior, the Duchefs of Kendal, the Countels
of Platen and her two nieces, Mr. Secretary Craggs,
and Mr. Aiflabie, chancellor of the Exchequer. In
confequence of the committee’s report, the Houfe
came to feveral fevere though juft refolutions againft

the dire@ors and officers of the South-Sea-company;

and a bill was prepared for the relief of the unhappy
{ufferers. Vir. Stanhope, one of the fecretaries of the
Treafury, charged in the report with having large
quantities of ftock and fubfcriptions, defired that he
might have an opportunity to clear himfelf. His re-
quelt was granted ; and the affair being difcuffed, he
was cleared by a majority of three voices." Fifty
thoufand pounds in ftock had been taken by Knight
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for the ufe of the Earl of Sunderland. Great part of CHAR.
the Houfe entered eagerly into this inquiry; anda  11.
violent difpute enfued. The whole ftrength of the  172%
miniftry was muflered in his defence. The majority
declared him innocent: the nation in general was of
another opinion. He refigned his place of firlt com-
miffioner in the Treafury, which was beftowed upon

Mr. Robert Walpole; but he ftill retained the con-
fidence of his mafter. With refpe& to Mr. Aiflabie,

the evidence appeared fo firong againft him, that

the Commons refolved, he had promoted the deftruc.

tive execution of the South-Sea-fcheme, with a view

to his own exorbitant profit, and combined withthe
direcors in their pernicious pradices, to the ruin of

public credit. He was expelled the Houfe, and com-

mitted to the Tower. Mr. Craggs fenior died of

the lethargy, before he underwent the cenfure of

the Houfe. Neverthelefs, they refolved that he wus

e a notorious accomplice with Robert Knight, and

' fome of the dire@ors, in carrying on their fcandalous
practices; and, therefore, that all the cftate of which

he was pofleffed, from the firlt day of December in

the preceding year, fhould be applied towards the

relief of the unhappy fufferers in the South-Sea-com-

pany. The directors, in obedience to the order of

the Houfe, delivered inventories of their eftates,
which were confifcated by a& of parliament, towards
making good the damages fuftained by the company, . !
after a certain allowance was deducted for each, ac-
cording to his conduét and circumf{tances ¥

! 7 Oldmixon, Annals. Hift. Reg. Polit. State. Deb. in Par.
ik Tindal,
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§ XXXIL The delinquents being thus punilhed
by the forfeiture of their fortunes, the Houfe con.
verted their attention to means for repairing the mif-
chiefs which the fcheme had produced. This wasi
very difficult talk, on account of the contending in.
terefts of thofe engaged in the South- Sea company,
which rendered it impoflible to relieve fome but at
the expenfe of others. Several wholefome refolutions
were taken, and prefented with an addrefs to the
King, e p!mmrr the motives of their proceedings.
On the twenty-ninth day of July, the parliament was
proro ogued for two days only. Then his Majefty,
golng to t fi ers, declared that he had
called the: 1zain fo fuddenly, that they
efume the confideration of the {tate of pubhc
credit. The Commons immediately prepared a bill
upon the refolutions they had taken: The whole ca-
pital ftock, at the end of the yeai one thonfand feven
hundred and t\.ver-fs , amounted to about thir
ty-feven miliions eight hundred thoufand pounds.
The ftock allotted to all the propr rietors did not éx-

A

might re

1
{¢
ac
1
9]

,_

ceed twenty - four millions five hundrec

thounfand
pounds : the remainis 1g capital ftock belonged | to the
company in their corporate capacity. It was the pro:
fit arifing from the exccution of the South - Sea
fcheme; a (.11(1 out of this, the bill ena@ed, that{even
The prefent c‘z

millions fhould be paid to the public.
hkewife directed {everal additions to be ) th
ftock of the proprietors, out of that pofleffed-by the
company in their own 11”uLZ it made a ;,?uuck.l-
d:[moumon of ftock, amo‘mtivvr to two millions
two hundred thoufund pounds; dm{ upon remitting
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five millions of the feven to be p"—"'; to the public, an-
nihilated two millions of their capiral. It was enad-
ed, thar after thefe diltributions, hcrcm:xining ca-
pim! {tock hould be divided amoug all the proprie-
tors. This dividend amounted to thirty - three
pound-‘ fix fhillings and eight pence per cent. and
deprived the com pany o{ mé‘v millions nine hun-
dred thoufand pounds. They had lent above eleven
millions on ftock unrgdeemed ; of which the parlia-
ment difcharged all the debtors, upon their paying
ten psr cent. Upon this article the company’s lofs
exceeded fix millions nine hundred thoufand pounds;
for many debtors refafed to makeany p ,ny., ent. The
I’)lf"")l‘..?i()io of the ftock louvdly complained of their
being deprived of two m:l..on.\; and the pmhﬂ.mcnt,
1n L“f‘ fequel, revived that fum which had been
annihifated.  While this affair was in agitation peti-
tions from counties, cities, and boroughs, in all
parts of the kingdom, were pre fented to the Houfe,
crying for jultice againft the villany of the dire&ors.
Pamphlets and papers were daily .-ub]iﬁ‘"! on the
fame fubjett; fo that the whole nation was exafper-
ated to the highelt pitch (‘f refentment. Neverthe-
lefs, by the \wf“ and vigorous refolutions of the
pariiament, the '?iih-fic:;-\.(m.-‘., ay was foon in &
conditron to ful iz! their engagements with the pu-
blic: the ferment of the people fubfifted; and the
credic of the nation was reftored.
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U HAY I

§ 1. Bill againfl atheifm and immorality pofiponed.
IL. Seffion clofed. 111. Alliance between Great-Bri-
tain, I'rance , and Spain. V. Plague at Marfeilles.
V. Debates in the Houfe of Lords about Mr. Law
the projector. V1. Sentiments of fome Lords touching
the war with Spain. VL. Petition of the Ouaﬁers
The parliament diffolved. VI11L. Rumors Q/ a con-
Jpiracy. The Bifhop of Rochefler is committed 1o €
the Tower. 1X. New ,)uuiamf:h[ X. Declaration
of the Pretender. XI. Report of the fecret commiitee.
XIL. Bill of pains and penalties againf? the Bifhop
of Rochefler. XIIL. Whe is deprived , and driven
into perpetual exile. X1V. Pmceeding.e‘ againfl thofe
concerned in the lottery of Harburgh. XV. Affairs
of the continent. X V1. Clamor in Ireland on account
of Wood's coinage. XVII. Death of the Duke of
Orleans. XVII1. An aét for leffening the public debts.
XIX. Philip, King of Spain, abdicates the throne.
XX. Abufes in chancery. XXI. Trial of the Earl
of Macclesfield. XXII. Debates about the debts of
the civil-lift. XXI¥. A billin favor of the late Lord
Bolingbroke. XXIV. Treaty of alliance beiween
the courts of Vienna and Madrid. XXV, Treaty
of Hanover. XXVL. Approved in parliament.
XXVII. Riots in Scotland on account of the malt-
tax. XXVIIL. A finall fjuadron fent to the Bal.
tic. XXIX. Admiral Hofier’s expedition 1o the |

-
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Wefl-Indies. XXX, Difgrace of the Duke de Rip~
perda. XXXI. Subflance of the King's [peech to par-
liament. XXXl Debate in the Houfe of Lords
upon the approaching rupture with the Emperor and
Svain, XXXI. Memorial of Mr. Palms, the Im-
perial refident at London, XXXI1V. Conventions
with Sweden and Heffe-Caffel. XXXV. Vore of cre=
dit. XXXVI. Siege of Gibraltar by the Spaniards.
XXXVIL. Preliminaries of peacec. XXXVIIL. Death
and charaéter of George 1. King of Great-Britain.

§ L DURING the infatuation produced by this
infamous fcheme, luxury, vice, and profligacy,
increafed to a fhocking degree of extravagance.
The adventurers, intoxicated by their imaginary
wealth, pampered themfelves with the rareft dain-
ties, and the moft expenfive wines that could be
imported: they purchafed the moft fumptuous fur-
niture, equipage, and apparel , though without tafte
or difcernment: they indulged their criminal pafs
fions to the moft fcandalous excefs ; their difcourle
was the language of pride, infolence, and the moft
ridiculous oftentation: they affected to fcoff at reli
gion and morality; and even to fet heaven at de-
fiance. The Earl of Nottingham complained in the
Houfe of Lords of the growth of atheifm, profane-
nefs, and immorality; and a bill was brought
in for fupprefling blafphemy and profanenefs. It
contained feveral articles feemingly calculated to
reftrain the liberty granted to nonconformifts by

Vor. III. X
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the laws of the laft feflion : for that reafon it met
with violent oppofition. It was fupported by the
Archbifhop of Canterbury, the Earl of Nottingham,
Lords Bathurft and Trevor, the Bifhops of London,
Winchefter, and Lichfield and Coventry. One of
thefe faid, he verily believed the prefent calamity
occafioned by the South-Sea-project was a judgment
of God on the blafphemy and profanenefs of the na-
tion. Lord Onflow replied,  That noble peer muft
< then be a great finner, for he has loft confiderably
« by the South-Sea-fcheme.” The Duke of Whar-
ton, who bad rendered himfelf famous by his wit
and profligacy, faid he was not infenfible of the
common opinion of the town concerning himfelf,
and gladly feized this opportunity of vindicating his
charadter, by declaring he was far from being 2
patron of blafphemy, or an enemy to religion. On
the other hand, he could not but oppofe the bill,
becaunfe he conceived it to be repugnant to the holy
feripture. Then pulling an old family-bible from his
pocket, he quoted feveral paffages from the epiftles
of St, Peter and St. Paul; concluding with a defire
that the bill might be thrown out. The Earl of Peter-
borough declared, that thouzh he was for a parlia-
mentary king, yet he did not defire to havea parlia-
mentary god, or a parliamentary religion ; and,
{hould the Houfe declare for one of this kind, he
would go to Rome, and endeayour to be chofena
cardinal; for he had rather fit in the conclave than
with their lordfhips upon thofe terms. After a
vehement debate, the bill was poftponed to along
day, by a confiderable majority.
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§ II. The feafon was far advanced before the fup-
plies were granted; and at length they were not
voted with that chearfulnefs and good humor which
the majority had hitherto manifefted on fuch occa-
fions. On the fixteenth day of June, the King fent
a meflage to the Houfe of Commons, importing,
that he had agreed to pay a fubfidy to the crown of
Sweden, and he hoped they would enable him
to make good his engagements. The leaders of the
oppolfition took fire at this intimation. They defired
to know whether this fubfidy , amounting to feven-
ty-two thoufand pounds, wasto be paid to Sweden
over and above the expenfe of maintaining a ftrong
fquadron in the Baltic ? Lord Molefworth obferv-
ed, that, by our late conduét, we were become
the allies of the whole world, and the bubbies of

Il our allies; for we were obliged to pay them well
fortheirafliftance. Heaffirmed thatthe treaties which
had been made with Sweden, at different times,
were mnconfiftent and contradiéeory; that our late
engagements with that crown were contrary to the
treaties fubfiting with Denmark, and diredly op-
pofite to the meafures formerly concerted with the
Czar of Mufcovy. He faid, that, in order to engag
the Czar to yield what he had gained in the courfe
of the war, the King of Pruflia ought to give up
Stetin, and the Ele@or of Hanover reftore Bremen
and Verden: that, after all, England had no bu-
finefs to intermeddle with the affairs of the empire:
that we reaped little or no advantage by our trade
to the Baltic, but that of procuring naval ftores:
heowned that hemp wasa very necellary commodity,
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particularly at this junéture ; but he infilted, thatif
due encouragement were given to fome of our plan-
tations in America, we might be fupplied from thence
at a much- cheaper rate than from Sweden and Nor-
way. Notwithftanding thefe arguments, the Swe-
difh fupply was granted; and, in about three weeks,
their complaifance was put to another proof. They
were given to underfiand, by a fecond meffage,
that the debts of the civil-lilt amounted to five hun-
dred and fifty thoufand pounds; and his Majelty |
hoped they would empower him to raife that fum |
upon the revenue, as he propofed it fhould be re-
placed to the civil-lift, and re-imburfed by a deduc-
tion from the falaries and wages of all officers, as i
well as from the penfions and other payments from
the crown. A bill was prepared for this purpofe,
though not without warm oppofition; and, at the
fame time , an a& pafled for a general pardon. On
the tenth day of Augult, the King clofed the fef-
fion with a fpeech, in which he exprefled his con-
cern for the fufferings of the innocent, and a juft
indignation againft the guilty, with refpeét to the
South-Sea fcheme. Thefe profeffions were judged
neceflary to clear his own characer, which bad
incurred the fufpicion of fome people, who whil:
pered that he was not altogether free from connec-
tions with the projecors of that defign: that the
Emperor had, at his defire, refufed to deliver up
Knight ; and that he favored the directors and their
accomplices.

§ I1I. Lords Townfhend and Carteret were now
appointed fecretaries of ftate : and the Earl of llay
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was velted with the office of lord privy-feal of Scot-
land. 1In June the treaty of peace between Great-
Britain and Spain was figned at Madrid. The con-
tradting partics engaged to reltore mutually all the
effes feized and confifcated on both fides. In par-
ticular,, the King of England promifed to reftore
all the fhips of the Spanifh fleee which bad been
taken in the Mediterranean, or the value of them,
if they were fold. He likewife promifed, in a
fecret article, that he would no longer interfere in
the affairs of Italy; and the King of Spain made
an abfolute ceflion of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon.
At the fame time, a defenfive alliance was conclud-
ed between Great-Britain, France, and Spain. All
remaining difficulties were referred to a congrefs at
Cambray , where they hoped to confolidate a ge-
neral peace, by determining all differences between
the Emperor and his Catholic Majefty, In the
mean time, the powers of Great-Britain, France,
and Spain, engaged, by virtue of the prefent treaty,
to grant to the Duke of Parma a particular protec-
tion for the prefervation of his territories and rights,
and for the fupport of his dignity. It was alfo
fvipulated , that the States- General fhould be invit.
ed to accede to this alliance. The congrefs at
Cambray was opened: but the demands on both
{ides where fo high, that it proved ineffectual.
In the mean time, the peace between Rulflia and
Sweden was concluded, on condition that the

Czar fhould retain Livonia, Ingria, Eftonia, part

of Carelia, and of the territory of Wyburgh, Riga,
Revel, and Narva, in confideration of his reftoring
X 3
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part of Finland, and paying two millions of rix-
dollars to the King of Sweden. The perfonal ani.
mofity fublifting between King George and the
Czar feemed to increale. Baftagif, the Ruffian refi
dent at London , having prefented a memorial that
contained fome unguarded expreflions, was ordered
to quit the kingdom in a fortnight. The Czar pu-
blifhed a declaration at Peterfburgh, complaining
of this outrage, which, he faid, ought naturally to
have engaged him to ufe reprifals; but, as he per-
cetved it was done without any regard to the con-
cerns of England, and only in favor of the Hano-
verian intereft, he was unwilling that the Englith
nation fhould fuffer for a piece of injuftice in which
they had no fhare. He, therefore, granted to them
all manner of fecurity, and free liberty to trade in
all his domiions. Fo finifh this ftrange tiffue of
negociations, King George concluded a treaty with
the Moors in Africa, againft which the Spaniards
loudly exclaimed.

§ IV. In the courfe of this year, Pope Clement XL
died ; and the Princefs of Wales was delivered of
a priice, baptized by the name of William-Au-
guftus, the late Duke of Cumberland. A dreadful
plague raging at Marfeilles, a proclamation was
publifhed, forbidding any perfon to come into Eng-
land, from any part of France between the bay of
Bifcay and Dunkirk, without certificates of health.
Cther precautions were taken to guard againft con-
tagion. Ana& of parliament had pafled in the pre-

‘ceding feffion, for the prevention of infection, by

building peft-houfes, to which all infected perfons,
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and all perfons of an infected family, fhould be con-
veyed ; and, by drawing trenches and lines round
any city , town, or place infeted. The King, in
his fpeech at opening the feflion of parliament, on
the nineteenth day of Oé&ober, intimated the paci-
fication of the North, by the conclufion of the treaty
between Mufcovy and Sweden. He defired the
Houfe of Commons to confider of means for eafling
the duties upon the imported commodities ufed in
the manufactures of the kingdom. He obferved,
that the nation might be fupplied with naval ftores
from our own colonies in North-America; and that
their being employed in this ufeful and advantageous
branchiof commerce would divert them from fetting
up manufadtures which direcly interfered with thofe
of Great-Britain. He expreffed a defire that, with
refpect to the fupplies, his people might reap fome
immediate benefit from the prefent circumftances
of affairs abroad; and he earneftly recommended
to their confideration, means for preventing the
plague , particularly by providing againft the
pradtice of {muggling.

§ V. One of the firlt objeds that attracted the at-
tention of the Upper-Houfe was the cafe of John
Law, the famous projector. The refentment of the
people on account of his Mifliffippi - fcheme had
obliged him to leave France. He retired to Italy;
and was faid to have vifited the Pretender at Rome.
From thence he repaired to Hanover ; and returned
to England from the Baltic, inthe fleet command-
ed by Sir John Norris. The King favored him with
a private audience: he kept open houfe, and was

X 4
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vifited by great numbers of perfons of the firft
quality. Earl Coning[by reprefented, in the Houfe
of Lords, that he could not but entertain fome
jealoufy of a perfon who had dene fo much mif
chief in a neighbouring kingdom ; who, kteing im-
menfely rich, might do a great deal more hust
bere, by tampering with thofe who were grown
defperate, in confequence of being involved in the
calamity occafioned by the fatal imitation of his
pernicious projects. He obferved, that this per-
fon was the more dangerous, as he had renounced
his natural affection to his country, his allegiance
to his lawful fovereign, and his religion, byturn-
ing Roman Catholic. Lord Carteret replied, that
Mr. Law had, many years ago, the misfortune to
kill a gentleman in a duel; but having at laft re
ceived the benefit of the King’s clemency, and the
appeal lodged by the relations of the deceafed
being taken off, he was come over to plead his
Majelty’s pardon. He faid there was no law to
keep any Englifhman out of his country; and,
as Mr. Law was a fubject of Great- Britain, it was
not even in the King’s power to hinder him from
coming over. After fome difpute, the fubje® was
dropped, and this great projecor pleaded his pardon
in the K ing’s-Bench, according to the ufual form.

§ VI. The miniftry had by this time fecured
fuch a majority in both houfes, as enabled them
to carry any point without the leaft difficulty. Some
chiefs of the oppofition they had brought over to
their meafures, and among the reft Lord Harcourt,

who was created a vifcount, and gratified with

bl Moty ML e
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a penfion of four thoufand pounds. Neverthelefs,
they could not fhut the mouths of the minority,
who f{till preferved the privilege of complaining.
Great debates were occafioned by the navy-debe,
which was increaled to one million feven hundred
thoufand pounds. Some members in both Houfes
aflirmed that fuch extraordinary expenfe could not
be for the immediate fervice of Great-Britain; but,
in all probability , for the prefervation of foreign
acquifitions. - The minifters anfwered , that near
two-thirds of the navy-debts were contracted in
the late reign ; and the parliament acquiefced in this
declaration: but, In reality, the navy - debt had
been unneceflarily increafed, by keeping feamen in
pay during the winter, and {ending fleets to the
Mediterranean and Baltic, in order to fupport the
intereflts of Germany. The Duke of Wharton
moved that the treaty with Spain might be laid be-
fore the Houfe. The Earl of Sunderland faid it con-
tained a fecret article, which the King of Spain de-
fired might not be made public, until after the
treaty of Cambray fhould be difcufled. The quef-
tion was put, and the Duke’s motion rejected. The
Earl of Strafford afferted , that as the war with Spain
had been undertaken without neceflity or juft pro-
vocation , fo the peace was concluded without
any benefit or advantage: that, contrary to the law
of nations, the Spanifh fleet had been attacked with-
out any declaration of war; even while a Britifh
minifter and a fecretary of ftate were treating ami-
cably at IMadrid: thatthe war was neither juft nor
politic, fince it interrupted one of the moft valuable

CHAP.

1il.
1721,




BOOK

1I.
1720,

314 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

branches of the Englilh commerce, at a time when
the nation groaned under the preflure of heavy
debts, incurred by the former long , expenfive war.
He, therefore, moved for an addrefs to his Ma-
jefty , defiring that the inftrucions given to Sir
George Byng, now Lord Torrington, fhould be
laid before the Houfe. ‘This motion being likewile,
upon the queliion, rejected, a proteft was entered.
They voted an addrefs, however, to know in what
manuer the King bad difpofed of the f(hips taken
from the Spaniards. Difputes arofe alfo from the
bill to prevent infection. Earl Cowper reprefented,
that the removal of perfons to a Lazaret, or peft-
houfe, by order of the government, and the draw-
ing lines and trenches round places infected, were
powers unknown to the Britifh copftitution; incon-
{iftent with the lenity of a free government ; fuch as
could never be wilely or ulefully put in practice;
the more odious , becaufe copied from the arbitrary
government of France; and impracicable, exeept
by military compulfion. Thefe obnoxious claufes
were accordingly repealed, though not without
great oppofition. Indeed, nothing can be more
abfurd than a conftitution that will not admit of
juft and neceffary laws and regulations to prevent
the dire confequences of the worlt of all calamities.
Such reftrictions, inftead of favouring the lenity of
a free government, would be the moft cruel impo-
fition that could be laid on a free people, as 1t
would ad in diametrical oppofition to the great
principle of fociety, which is the prefervation of
the individual.
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§ VIL The Quakers 1~avmo: prefented a petition to
the Houfe of ‘Co'*nmoaq pravmfv that a bill might be
brought in for omitting in their folemn affirmation
the words “In the prefence of Almighty God,’
the Houfe complied with their requeft: but the bill
gave rifetoa warm debate among the peers. Dr.
Atterbury, Bifhop of Rochefter, faid he did noc know
why fuch a diftinguifhing mark of indulgence (hould
be allowed to a fet of people who were hardly Chrif-
tians. He was fupported by the Archbifhop of York,
the Earl of Strafford, and Lord North and Grey. A
pmuon was prefented againft the bill by the London

lergy, whoexprefleda ferious concern left the minds
cfgood men fhould be grieved and wounded, and
the enemies of Chriltianity triumph , when the
fhould fee fuch condefcenfion made by a Chriftian
legiflature to a fet of men who renounce the divine
infticutions of Chrif} 5 particularly that by which the
faithful are initiated into his religion, and denominat-
ed Chriftians. The petition , though prefented by
the Archbifhop of York, was branded by the mi-
niftry as afeditious libel, and rejected by the majo-
rity. Then, upon a motion by the Earl of Sunder-
land, the Houfe refolved, that fuch lords as might
enter prote[‘tatlous with re«fms fhould do it befora
two o’clock on the next fitting day, and fign them
before the Houfe rifes. The fupplics being granted,
and the bufinefs of the feffion difpatched as the
court was pleafed to dictate, on the feventh day of
March the parliament was prorogued. In afew days
it was diffolved , and another convoked by procla-
mation ", In the eletion of members for the new

* Annals. Hift, Reg. Deb. in Par, Polit. State. Tindal.
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80 0o x parliament the miniftry exerted itfelf with fuch fuc-

cefs, as returned a great majority in the Houfe of
Commons, extremely well adapted for all the pur-
poles of an adminiftration *.

§ VIIIL In the beginning of May , the King is faid
to bhave received of the Duke of Orleans full and
certain information of a frefh confpiracy formed
againft his perfon and government. A camp was
immediately formed in Hyde-park. All milizary
officers were ordered to repair to their refpective
commands. Lieutenant - General Maccartney was
difpatched to Ireland, to bring over fome troops
from that kingdom. Some [ufpected perfons were
apprehended in Scotland : the ftates of Holland were
defired to have their auxiliary or guarantee-troops in
readinels to be embarked; and Colonel Churchill
was fent to the court of France with a private com-
miflion. The apprehenfion raifed by this fuppofed
plot affected the public credit. South- Sea ftock
began to fall; and crowds of people called in their
money from the Bank. Lord Townfhend wrote a

* The Earl of Sunderland died in April , after having incur-
red a great load of popular odium, from his fuppofed connec-
tions with the directors of the South - Sea company. Hewas
a minifter of abilities, but violent, impetuous, and head-firong.
His death was foon followed by that of his father -in-law, the
great Duke of Marlborough, whofe faculties had been for
fome time greatly impaired. He was interred in Weftminfter-
abbey, with fuch profufion of funeral pomp, as evinced the
pride and oftentation , much more than the tafte and concern
of thofe who directed his obfequies. He was fucceeded as
mafter of the Ordnance , and colonel of the fiift regiment of
foot - guards, by Earl Cadogan.
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fetter to the Mayor of London, by the King’s com- cu A P.
mand, fignifying his Majelty’s having received un- 111
queltionable advices , that feveral of his fubje@s had =~ 173
entered into a wicked confpiracy, in concert with
traitors abroad, for raifing a rebellion in favor of a
popifli pretender; but that he was firmly affured
the auchors of it neither were nor would be fupported
by any foreign power. This letter was immediately
anfwered by an affectionate addrefs from the court
of aldermen; and the example of London was fol-
lowed by many other cities and boroughs. The
2 King had determined to vifit Hanover, and a&ually
‘ fettled a regency, in which the Prince of Wales was
not included : but now this intended journey was
laid afide : the court was removed to Kenfington, and
the Prince retired to Rickmond. The Bifhop of Ro-
chefter having been feized, with his papers i was ex-
amined before a committee of the council, who com-
mitted him to the Tower for high - trealon. The Earl
of Orrery, Lord North and Grey, Mr. Cochran, and
Mr. Smith, from Scotland, and IMr. Chriftopher
Layer, a young gentleman of the Temple , were
confined in the fame place. Mr. George Kelly, an
Inifh clergyman , Mir. Robert Cotton of Hunting-
donfhire, M. Bingley, Mr. Fleetwood, \evnoe
an Irifh Pne[‘t, and feveral perfons, were takun nto
cuftody; and Mr. Shippen’s honfe was fearched.
After Bifhop Atterbury had remained a fortnight in
the Tower, Sir Conflantine Phipps prefented a peti-
tion to the court at the Old-Bailey, in the name of
Murs. Morris, that prelate’s daughter , praying, that
in confideration of the BlthpS ill ftate of health,
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he might beeither brought to a fpeedy trial, bailed,
ordifc harged : but this was over ~1ulc<i The chulch-

men throngh the whole kingdom were filled with

indignation at the confinement of a bifhop , which
they faid was an outrage upon the church of Eng-
land, and the epifcopal order. Far from conceal-
ing their fentiments on this fubject, the clergy ven.
tured to offer up public prayers for his health, in
almoft all the churches and chapels of London and
Weltminfter. In the mean time, the King, attend-
ed by the Prince of Wales, made a fummer-progrefs
through the weftern counties.

§ IX. The new parliament being affembled on
the ninth day of Ocober, his Majelty made them
acquainted with the nature of the confpiracy. He
faid the confpirators bad , by their emiffaries, made
the ftrongeft inftances for fuccours from foreign
powers; but were difappointed in their expe@ation,
That, neverthelefs, confiding in their numbers,
they had refolved once more , upon their own
ftrength, to attempt the fubverfion of his govern-
ment. He faid they had provided confiderable
fums of money, engaged great numbers of officers
from abroad, fecured largé guantities of arms and
ammunition ; and , had not the plot been timely
difcovered , the whole nation, and particularly the
city of London , would bave been involved in
blood and confufion. He expatiated upon the
mildnefs and integritv of his own government ; and
inveighed again(t the ingratitude , the implacability,
and madnefs of the difaffected, concludingwith an
aflurance, that he would fteadily adhere to the

.
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conllitution in church and ftate, and continue to
make the laws of the realm the rule and meafure of
all his actions. Such addreffes were prefented by
both Houfes as the fears and attachment of the
majority may be fuppofed to have dictated on fuch
an occafion. A bill was brought into the Houfe of
Lords, for fufpending the Habeas - Corpus-act for
a whole year : but they were far from being unani-
mous in agreeing to fuch an unufual length of time.
By this fufpenfion, they in effect vefted the minif-
try with a dicatorial power over the liberties of
the people.

§ X. The oppofition in the Houfe of Commons
was fo violent, that VMr. Robert Walpole found
it neceffary to alarm their apprehenfions by a dread-
ful ftory of a defign to feize the Bank and Exche-
quer, and to proclaim the Pretender on the Royal
Exchange. Their paffions being inflamed by this
ridiculous artifice, they paffed the bill, which im-
mediately received the royal affent. The Duke of
Norfolk being brought from Bath, was examined
before the council, and committed to the Tower,
on {ufpicion of high -treafon. On the fixteenth day
of November, the King fent to the Houfe of Peers
the original and printed copy of a declaration figned
by the Pretender. It was dated at Lucca, on the
twenticth day of September, in the prefent year,
and appeared to be a propofal addreffed to the fub-
jects of Great - Britain and Ireland , as well as to all
foreign princes and ftates. In this paper, the Che-
valier de St. George , having mentioned the late
violations of the freedom of elections ; confpiracies
invented to give a color to new oppreflions ;
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infamous informers; and the Rate of profcription in
which he fuppofed every honeft man to be, very
gravely propofed, that if King George would re-
linquifh to him the throne of Great-Britain, he would,
in return, beltow upon him the title of king in his
native dominions , and invite a!l other flates to
confirm it: he likewife promifed to leave to King
George his fucceflion to the Britifh dominions fe-
cure, whenever, in due courfe, his natural right
fhould take place. The Lords unanimoulfly refolved,
that this declaration was a falfe, infolent, and trai-
terous libel ; and ordered it to be burned at the
Royal- Exchange. The Commons concurred in
thefe refolutions. Both Houfes joined in anaddrefs,
exprefling their utmoft aftonifhment and indigna-
tion at the furprifing infolence of the Pretender, and
affuring his Majelty, they were determined to fup-
port his title to the crown with their lives and for-
tunes. The Commons prepared a bill for raifing one
bundred thoufand pounds upon the real and perfo-
nal eftates of all papifts, or perfons educated in the
popifh religion, towards defraying the expenfes oc-
cafioned by the late rebellion and diforders. This
bill, though firenuoully oppofed by fome moderate
members, as a fpecies of perfecution, was fent up
to the Houfe of Lords, together with another, oblig-
ing all perfons, being papifts, in Scotland, and all per-
fons in Great-Britain refufing and neglecting to take
the oaths appointed for the fecurity of the King’s per-
fon and government, to regifter their names and real
eftates. Both thefe bills paffed through the Upper
Houfe without amendments , and received the royal
fanction. § XL
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§ XI. Mr. Layer being brought to his txial at the
King's- Bench, on the twenty -firt day of Novem-
ber, was convided of having inlifted men for the
Prf‘tendu fervice, 1n order to ftir up a rebellion,
and received fentence of death. He was reprieved
for fome time, and examined by a committee of the
Houfe of Commons: but he either could not, or
would not, difcover the particulars of the confpi-
racy, fo that he fuffered death at Tyburn, and his
head was fixed up at Temple- Bar. IVir. Pulteney,
chairman of the committee , reported to the Houfe,
that, from the examination of L.yer and others, a
defign had been formed by perfons of figure and
dl&mﬂxon at home , in conjunction with traitors

abroad, for placing the Preender on the throne of
thefe realms: that their firft intention was to procure
a body of foreign troops to invade the kingdom
at the time of the late ele&ions; but that the confpi=
rators being difappointed in this expe&ation, refol-
ved to make an attempt at the time that it was genes
1‘111y believed the King intended to go to Hanover,
by the help of fuch officers and foldiers as could pafs
into England uncbferved , from abroad, under the
command of the late Duke of Ormond, who was to
have landed in the fiver with a great quantity of
arms , provided in Spain for that purpofe ; at which
time the Tower was to havebeen feized. That this
fcheme being alfo defeated by the vigilance of the
government , they deferred their enterprife till the
breaking up of the camp; and, in the mean time,
employed their agents to corrupt and feduce the
officers and foldiers of the army: that it appeared
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from feveral letters and circumfiances, that the late
Juke of Ormond, the Duke of Norfolk , the Harl of
Orrery , Lord \Corth and Grey, and the Bifhop of
Rochelter, were concerned in this confpiracy, that
their acting agents were Chriftopher Layer and
John Plunket, who travelled together to Rome;
Dennis Kelly, George Kelly, and: Thomas Carte,
nonjuring clergymen, Ne eynoe, the irift prieft, who
by this time was drowned in the river Thames, in
attempting to make his efcape from the me[vcu,rzer’s
houfe, Mrs. Spilman, alias Yallop, and John Sample.
§ 1L This pretended conlpiracy, in all likelihood,
extended no farther than the firlt rudiments of a
defign that was never digeflted into any regular form;
otherwife the perfons faid to be concerned in it muft
have been infatnated to a degree of frenzy : for they
were charged with having made application to the
Regent of France, who was well known to be inti-
mately connected with the K mqoquat- ritain. The
Houle of Commons, however, refolved, that it wasa
deteltable and horrid confpiracy forraifing arebellion,
feizing the Tower and thc utvo” ondon,laying vio-
lent bandsn pon the perfons of hismoft facred Majefty
and the Prince of Wales, in order to fubvert our
prefent happy eftablifhment in church and ftate, by
placing a popilh Pretender upon the throne : that it
was formed and carried on by perfons of figure and
diftin@®ion, and their agents and inftroments, in
conjunétion with traitorsabroad. Bills were brought
in, and paffed, for inflicting pains and penalties
againft John Plunkct and George Kelly, who were
by thefe aéts to be kept in clofe cuftody , during
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his Majelty’s' pleafure, in any prifon in Great-Bri- cuap.
tain; and that they fhould not attempt to efcape on 1L
pain of death, to be inflited upon them and their
; aflittants. Mr. Yonge made a motion for a bill of
s the fame nature againft the Bifhop of Rochefter.
I This was immediately bronght into the Houfe,
o though Sir William Wyndham affirmed there was
no evidenceagainft him but conjectures and hearfays.
; The Bithop wrote a letter to the Speaker, imports
ing, that though confcious of his own innocence,
he [hould decline giving the Houfe any trouble that
day, contenting himfelf with the opportunity of
making his defence before another, of which he
had the honor to be a member’. Counfel being
heard for the bill, it was committed to a grand coms
mittee on the fixth day of April , when the ma-
jority of the Tory - members quitted the Houfe. Tt
was then moved , that the Bifhop fhould be de-
prived of his office and benefice, and banifted the
kingdom forever: Mr. Lawfon and Mr. Oglethorpe
fpoke 1n his favor,

§ XII The bill being paffed and fent up to the
Lords, the Bilhop was brought to his trial before them
on the ninth of May. Himfelf and his counfel hav-
ing been heard, the Lords proceeded to confider
the articles of the bill; when they read it a third
time, 4 motion was made to pafs 1t, and then a
long and warm debate enfued. Earl Pavlet demon-
firated the danger and injuftice of fwerving in fuch
an extraordinary manner from the fixed rules of
evidence. The Duke of Wharton , having fummed

? Annals. Tindal, Deb. in Par. Polit. State,
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up the depofitions, and proved the infufficiency
of them, concluded with faying, that let the con-
fequences be what they would, he hoped fuch a hel.
lith ftain would never fully the luftre and glory of
that illuftrious Houfe, as to condemn a man with-
out the lealt evidence. Lord Bathurlt fpoke againft
the bill with equal ftrength and eloquence, He
faid, if fuch extraordinary proceedings were coun-
tenanced,he faw nothing remaining for him and others
todo, buttoretire to their country-houfes, and there,
if poffible , quietly enjoy their eftates within their
own families, fince the lealt correfpondence, the
lealt intercepted letter, might be made criminal.
He obferved , that Cardinal Mazarin boalted , that
if he had but two lines of any man’s writing, he
could, by means of a few circumftances, attefted
by witneffes, deprive him of his life at his pleafure.
Turning to the bench of bithops, who had been gene-
rally unfavorable to Dr. Atterbury, he faid he could
hardly account for the inveterate hatred and malice
fome perfons bore the learned and ingenious Bithop
of Rochelter, unlefs they were intoxicated with
the nfatuation of fome favage Indians, who be-
lieved they inherited not only the fpoils, but even
the abilities of any great enemy whom they had kil-
led in battle. The bill was fupported by the Duke
of Argyle, the Earl of Seafield , and Lord Lechmere,
which laft was anfwered by Earl Cowper. This
nobleman obferved that the firongelt argument
urged in behalf of the bill was neceflity : but that,
for his part, he faw no neceflity that could juftify
fuch unprecedented and fuch dangerous proceedings,
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as the confpiracy had above twelve months before
been happily difcovered, and the effe@s of it pres
vented : that befides the intrinfic weight and
firength of the government, the hands of thofe at
the helm had been ftill further fortified by the fuf
penfion of the Habeas- Corpus-a&, and the additi-
onal troops which had been raifed. He faid the
known rules of evidence, as laid down at firft, and
eltablithed by the law of the land, were the birth-
right of every fubjec in the nation, and ought to
be conftantly obferved, not enly in the inferior courts
of judicature , but alfo in both Houfes of parliament ,
til altered by the legiflature : that the admitting of the
precarions and uncertain evidence of the clerks of the
poft-office was a very dangerous precedent. In for-
mer times {faid he) it was thought very grievous
that in capital cafes a man fhould be affected by
fimilitude of hands ; buthere the cafe is much worfe,
fince it is allowed that the clerks of the polt- office
fhould carry the fimilitude of hands four months in
their minds, He applauded the Bifhop’s nobie de-
portment, in declining to anfwer before the Houle
of Commons, whofe proceedings in this unprece-
dented manner, againft alord of parliament was fuch
an encroachment on the prerogative of the peerage,
that if they fubmitted toit, by paffing the bill, they
might be termed the laft of Britifh peers, for giving
up their ancient privileges. The other party were
not fo folicitous about anfwering reafons, as eager
to put the queftion, when the bill paffed , and a
proteft was entered. By this a& the Bifhop was
deprived of all offices, benefices, and dignities , and
xig
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rendered incapable of enjoying any for the future:
he was banifhed the realm, and fubjected to the
pains of death in cafe he fhould return, as were all
petfons who fhould correfpond with him during
his exile. Dr. Friend, the celebrated phyfician,
who was a member of the Houfe, and had exerted
himfelf f‘nenuouﬂy in behalf of the Bilhop, was
now taken into cuftody, on fulpicion of treafon-
able practices.

§ X1V. The next object that excited the refent.
ment of the Commons was the fcheme of a lottery,
to be drawn ac Harburgh , in the King’s German
dominions. The Houfe appointed a committee to
inquire into this and other lotteries at that time on
foot in London. The fcheme was publifhed, on
pretence of raifing a fubfeription for maintaining a
trade between Great- Britain and the King’s territo-
ries on the Elbe : but it was a myfterious fcene of
iniquity , which the committee, with all their pene-
tration, could not fully difcover. They reported,
however, that it was an infamous, fraudulent un-
dertaking , whereby many unwary perfons had
been drawn in, to their great lofs: that the manner
of carrying it on had been a manifeft violation of
the laws of the kingdom: that the managers and
agents of this lottery had, without any authority
for fo doing, made ufe of his Vajefty’s royal name,
thereby to give countenance to the infamous pro-
ject, and induce his Majelty’s fubjects to engage
or be concerned therein. A bill was brought in
to fupprefs this lottery ; and to oblige the managers
of it to make reftitution of the money they had
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received from the contributors. Atthe fame time
the Houfe refolved. That John Lord Vifcount
Barrington had been notorioufly guilty of promot-
ing, abetting, and carrying on that fraudulent un-
dertaking ; for which offence he (hould be expel-
led the Houfe. The court of Vienna having erec-
ted an Eaft-India company at Oltend, upon a
fcheme formed by one Colebrook , an Enghth
merchant , Sir Nathaniel Gould reprefented to the
Houfe of Commons the great detriment which the
Englith Eaft-India company had already received,
and were likely further to fuftain, by this Oftend
company. The Houfe immediately refolved, That
for the fubjects of this kingdom to fubfcribe, or

. be concerned in encouraging any fubfcription, to

promote an Eaft-India company now erecling in
the Aufirian Netherlands, was a high crime and
mifdemeanour ; and a law was enacted for prevent-
ing Britifh fubjects from engagingin that enterprife,
By another aét relating to the South - Sea company,
the two millions of ftock which had been annihilat-
ed were revived , added to the capital, and divided
among the proprietors. A third law pafied, for
the more effectual execution of juflice in a part of
Southwark , called the Mint,  where a great number
of debtors had taken fan&uary, on the fuppofition
that it was a privileged place. On the twenty-
feventh day of May the feffion was clofed, with a
fpeech that breathed wnothing but panegyric,
acknowledgment , and affection to a parbament
which had complied with all his Majelty’s wifhes.

§ XV. His Majefty , having ennobled the fon of
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Msr. Robert Walpole, in confideration of the fa-
ther’s fervices , made a good number of church-
promotions. He admitted the imprifoned lords and
gentlemen to bail; granted a pardon to Lord Bo-
lingbroke; and ordered the Bilhop of Rochefter to
be conveyed to the continent. Then he himfelf
fet out for Hanover, leaving the adminiftration of
his kingdoms in the hands of aregency, Lord Har-
court being one of the juftices. The King was at-
tended by the two fecretaries, Lords Townfhend
and Carteret, who were counted able negociators.
The affairs of the continent had begun to take a
new turn. The interefts and connexions of the
different princes were become perplexed and em.
barraffed ; and King George refolved to unravel
them by dint of negociation. Underftanding that
a treaty was on the carpet between the Czar and
the King of Sweden, favorable to the Duke of
Holftein’s pretenfions to Slefwick, the poffefion of
which the Elector of Hanover had guaranteed to
Denmark, his Majefty began to be in pain for Bre-
men and Verden. The Regent of France and the
King of Spain had now compromifed all differences;
and their reconciliation was cemented by a double
marriage between Philip’s fons and the Regent’s
daughters. Theformer propofed new treaties to Eng-
land; but infiftedupon the reftitution of Gibraltarand
Port-Mahon,as well asupon the King’s openly declar-
ing againft the Oftend company.His Britannic Majef-
ty wasapprehenfive, that fhould the Emperor be hard
prefled on that fubject, he might join the Czarand the
King of Sweden, and promote their defigns in favor
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of the Duke of Holftein. On the other hand, all

the Italian powers exclaimed againft the treaty of
London. The P ope had protefted againft any thing
that might havc benn decided at Cambray to the
prejudice of his right. Memorials to the fame effe
had been prefent ed by the King of Sardinia, the Dukes
ofTufcany, Parma, and Modena. France and S Spain
were inclined to fuppore thefe potentates againft the
Houfe of Aufiria. Europe feemed to be on the eve
of a new war. King George was entangled in fuch
a variety of treaties and interefls, that he knew not
wellhowto extricate him{elf from the troublefome en-
gagements he had contradted. By declaring for the
Emperor, he muft have countenanced the new efta-
blilhment at Oftend , which was fo prejudicial to bis
Britith fubjeds, and incurred the refentment of
Francc, Spain, and their allies of Italy. In renounc.
ing the interelt of the E ‘mperor, he would have ex-
pofed bis German dominicns. Inwvain he exhorted
the Emperor to relax in his difputes with Spain,
and give up the Oftend company, which was fo
detrimental 'md difagreeable to his faithful allies:
the court of Vienna promifed in general to obferve
the treaties which it had concluded; but declined
entering into any particular difcuffion; fo that all his
]\f]a;cily’s endeavours iffued in contradting clofer
connexions with Pruffia and Denmark. All thofe ne-
ﬁociatious carried on, all thofe treaties concluded by
King George, with almoft every prince and ftate in
Chnﬁendom » which fucceeded one another fo faft,
and appear, at firlt view, fo intricate and unac-
countable,, were founded upon two fimple and na-
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tural principles, namecly, the defire of afcertain.
ing bis acquifiuons as Elector of Hanover: and his
refolution to fecure himfelf againft the dilafiection
of his Britifh fubjects, as well as the eflorts of the
Pretender. s

§ XVI. Great-Britain at this period enjoyed pro-
found tranquillity. Ireland was a Lttle ruffied by an
incident which feemed to have been milreprelented
to the people of that kingdom. William Wood had
obtained a patent for furnifbing Ireland with copper
currency , in which it was deficient. A great clamor
was ratfed againft this coin. The parliament of that
kingdom, which met in September, refolved, That
it would be prejudicial to the revenue, deltructive
of trade, and of dangerous confequence to the rights
of the fubje: that the patent had been obtained by
mifreprefentation: that the half-pence wanted weight:
that, even if the terms of the patent had been com-
plied with, there would have been a great lofs to
the nation: that granting the power of coinage 10
a private perfon had ever been highly prejudicil
to the kingdom, and would at all times be of dan-
gerous confequence. Addrefles from both Houles
were prefented to the King on this fubje&. The
affair was referred to the lords of the privy-council
of England. They juftified the condu& of the pa-
tentee, upon the report of Sir Ifaac Newton and
other officers of the Mint, who had made theaffay
and trial of Wood’s half-pence , and found he had
complied with the terms of the patent. They de-
clared that this currency exceeded in goodnefs, fine-
nefs, and value of metal, all the copper money which
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had been coined for Ireland, in the reigns of King
Charles 1L King James II. King William and Queen
Mary. The privy-council likewile demonfirated,
that his MajeRty’s predeceffors had always exercifed
the undoubted prerogative of granting patents for
copper coinage in Ireland to private perfons: that
none of thefle patents had been fo beneficial to the
kingdom as this granted to William Wood, who bad
not obtained it in an unprecedented manner, but
after a reference to the Attorney and Solicitor - Ge-
neral, and after Sir 1faac Newton had been confulted
in every particular: finally, they proved, by a great
number of witnefles, that there was a real want of
fuch money in ireland. Notwithftanding his deci-
fion, the ferment of the Irifh nation was indufiriovily
kept up by clamor, pamphiets, papers, and lam-
poons, written by Dean Swift, and other authors;
fo that Wood voluntarily reduced his' coinage from
the value of one hundred thoufand to that of forty
thoufand pounds. Thus the noife was filenced. The
Commons of Ireland paffed an a& foraccepting the
affirmation of the Quakers inflead of an oath ; and
voted three hundred and forty thoufand pounds
towards difcharging the debt of the nation, which
amounted to about double that fum.

§ XVIIL In the month of O&ober, Fngland loft
a worthy nobleman in the death of Earl Cowper,
who had twice difcharged the cffice of lord - chan-
cellor, with equal difcernment and integrity. He
was profoundly [killed in the laws of his country;
in his apprehenfion quick and penetrating; in his
judgment clear and determinate. He poflfeffed a
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manly eloquence: his manner was agreeable, and
his deportment graceful. This year was likewife re-
markable for the death of the Duke of Orleans,
Regent of France, who, f{ince the deceafe of Lewis
XI1V. had ruled the nation with the moft abfolute
authority. He was a prince of tafte and {pirit, en-
dowed with fhining talents for empire, which he
did notfail to difplay, evenin the midft of effemi-
nate purfuits and idle debauchery. From the in-
firm conftitution of the infant king, he had con-
ceived hopes of afcending the throne, and taken his
meafures accordingly : but the young monarch’s
health began to be eftablithed, and all the Duke’s
fchemes were defeated by an apoplexy, of which he
died, in the fiftieth year of his age, after having
nominated the Duke of Bourbon as prime- minifter.
King George immediately received affurances of the
good difpofition of the French court, to cultivate
and even improve the good underftanding fo hap-
pily eftabliflhed between France and Great- Britain.
The King arrived in England on the eighteenth day
of December; and on the ninth day of January the
parliament was affembled. His Majefty, in his
fpeech, recommended to the Commons the care of
the public debts; and he exprefled his fatisfaction
at feeing the finking fund improved and avgment-
ed, fo as to put the debt of the nation into a method
of being fpeedily and gradually difcharged.

§ XVIIL. This was the repeated theory of pa-
triotifm, which unhappily for the fubjecs was never
reduced to pradice: not but that a beginning of
fuch alaudable work was made in this very feffion:
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by an a& for leffening the public debts. Thislaw cHA P.
provided, that theannuities at five per cent. charged  111.
on the general fund by a former a&, except fuchas 1733
had been fubfcribed into the South-Sea, together
with the unfubfcribed blanks of the lottery in the year
one thoufand feven bundred and fourteen, thould
be paid off at Lady-Day of the year next enfuing,
with the money arifing from the finking fund. The
minifiry, however, di id net perfevere in this path of
. prudent economy. The Commons granted all the
fupplies that were demanded. They voted ten thou-
fand feamen; and the majority, though not without
violent oppofition, agreed to maintain four thoufand
additional troops, which had been raifedin the pre-
ceding year; fo that the eftablihment of the land-
forces amounted to eighteen th ufand two bundred
and fixty-four. "The expenfe of the year was defray-
ed by a land-tax and malt. tax’ The Commons,
having difpatched the fupply, took into confidera-
tion a grievance arifing from proteions granted
by foreign minifters, peers, and members of parlia—
ment, under which pr0ﬂ1 -ate perfons ufed to {creen
tbemfelves from the pxofecut;on of their juft credi-
tors. The Commons refolved, That all prote@ions
granted by members of that Houfe fhould be declar-
ed void, and immediately withdrawn. The Lords
made a de"]ar'ttmn to the fame purpofe, with an ex-
ception of menial fervants, and thofe neceffarily em-
ployed about the eftates of peers . On the twenty.

* Oldmixon. Polit, Stat. Hift. Reg. Annals of K. George.
Mém. Hift. Tindal.

' The Duke of Newcaftle was now appointed fecretary of
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fourth day of April, his Majefty clofed the feffion in
the ulual manner ; made fome alterations in the dif-
pofition of the great offices of ftate, and fent Mr.
Horatio Walpole as ambaffador extraordinary to
the court of France.

§ XIX. In the beginning of this year, Philip King
of Spain, retiring with his QJueen to the monaltery of
St. Tidefonlo, fent the Marquis of Grimaldi, his prin-
cipal fecretary of ftate, to his fon, Louis Prince of
Afturias, with a {olemn renunciation of the crown,
and a letter of advice, in which he exhorted bim to
cultivate the Bleffed Virgin with the warmelt de-
votion; and put himfelf and his kingdom under her
protection. Therenunciation was publifhed through
the whole monarchy of Spain; and the council of
Caftile refolved, That Louis might affume the reins
of government without alfembling the cortez. The
Englifh minifter at Paris was infirucied to interpole

fate; the Duke of Grafton, lord-chamberlain; and Lord
Carteret, lord- lieutenant of Ireland.

The King inftituted a profefforfhip of the modern languages
in each univerfity.

In the month of May died Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford
and Earl Mortimer, who had been a niunificent patron of
genius and literature; and completed a very valuable collc-
tion of manufcripts.

The practice of inoculation for the fmall. pox was by this
time introduced into England from Turkey. Prince Frederic,
the two Princeffes Amelia and Carolina, the Duke of Bedford
and his fifter, with many other perfons of diftin¢tion, undet-
went this operation with {uzcefs.

Dr. Henry Sacheverel died in June, after having bequeathed
five hundred pounds to the late Bifhop of Rochefter.
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in behalf of the French Proteltants, againft whom
a fevere edi& had been lately publifhed; but his re-
monftrances produced no effect. England, in the
mean time, was quite barren of fuch events as de-
ferve a place in hiftory. The government was now
firmly eftablithed on the neck of oppofition; and
commerce flourifhed even under the load of grievous
impofition.

§ XX. The next parliament, which met on the
twelfth day of November, feemed to be affembled
for no other purpofe than that of eftablithing funds
for the expenfe of the enfuing year: yet the feflion
was diltinguifbed by aremarkable incident: namely,
the trial of the Harl of Viacclesfield, lord-chancellor
of England. This nobleman had connived at cerrain
venal practices touching the fale of places, and the
money of fuitors depofited with the malters of
Chancery , fo as to incur the general reproach of the
nation. He found it neceffary to refign the great-feal
in the beginning of January. On the ninth day of the
enfuing month, the King fent a meffage to the Com-
mons, importing that his Vajelty, having reafon to
apprehend that the fuitors in the court of Chancery
were in danger of lofing a confiderable fum of money,
from the infufficiency of fore of the malfters, thought
him[elf obliged in juftice and compafiion to the faid
{ufferers to take the moft fpeedy and proper method
the law would allow, for inquiring into the ftate of
the malters’ accounts, and fecuring their effeds for
the benefit of the fuitors; and his Majefty having had
feveral reports laid before him, in purfuance of the
directions he had given, had ordered the reportsto be
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communicated to the Houfe, that they might have
as full and as perfe@ a view of this important affair as
the thortnefs of the time, and the circumftances and
nature of the proceedings, would admit.

§ XXI. Thefe papers being taken into confidera-
tion, Sir Ceorge Oxenden obferved, that enormous
abufes had crept into the high court of Chancery:
that the crimes and mifdemeanours of the late Lord-
Chancellor were many and various, but might be
reduced to the following heads: that he had em-
bezzled the eftates and effects of many widows, or-
phans, and lunatics: that he had raifed the offices of
malfters in Chancery to an exorbitant price: trulting
in their hands large fums of money belonging to
fuitors, that they might be enabled to comply with
his exorbitant demands; and that in feveral cafes he
had made divers irregular orders. He, therefore,
moved, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield (hould
be impeached of high crimes and mifdemeanours.
IMr. Pulteney moved, That this affair might be left
to the confideration of a fele& committee. Sir Wil
liam Wyndham afferted, thatin proceeding by way
of impeachment upon reports from above, they
would make a dangercus precedent; and feem to
give up the moft valuable of their privileges, the in-
quelt after Rate-criminals ‘. The queftion being put,
it was carried for the impeachment. The Earl was
accordingly impeached at the bar of the Upper-
Houfe: a committee was appointed to prepare ai-
ticles; and a bill was brought in, to indemnify the

® Annals. Mém. Hitt. Deb. in Par. Tindal
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maflters in Chancery from the penalties of the law,
upon difcovering what confiderations they had paid
for their admiffion to their refpecive offices. The
trial lafted twenty days: the Earl was convicted of
frandulent practices; and condemned in a fine of
thirty thoufand pounds, with imprifonment until
that fum fhould be paid. He was immediately com-
mitted to the Tower, where he continued about fix
weeks; but upon producing the money he was dif-

charged; and Sir Peter King, now created Baron of -

Oakham , fucceeded him in the office of chancellor.

§ XXII. His Majefty, on the cighth day of April,
gave the Houfe of Commons to underftand, that
having been engaged in fome extraordinary expenfes,
he hoped he fhould be enabled to raife a {um of
money, by making ufe of the funds lately eftablithed
for the payment of the civil-lift- annuities, in order
to difcharge the debts contracted in his civil govern.
ment. Mr. Pulteney, cofferer of the houfehold,
moved for an addrefs, That an account {hould be
laid before the Houfe of all monies paid for fecrete
fervice, penf fions, and bounties, from the twenty-
fifth day of March, in the year one thoufand feven
hundred and one, to the twenty-filth of the fame
month in the prefent year, This addrels being voted,
a motion was made to confider the king’s meffage.
WMr. Pulteney urged, that, this confideration fhould
be poﬁponcd until the Houfe hould have examined
the papers that were the fubjec of the addrefs.
He exprefled his furprife that a debt amounting to
above five hundred thoufand pounds fhould be
contracted in three years: he faid he did not wonder
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that fome perfons fhould be fo eager to make good
the deficiencies of the civil-lift, fince they and their
friends enjoycd fuch a fhare of that revenue; and
he defired to know, whether this was all that was
due, or whether they fhould expect another rec-
koning ? This gentlemen began to be diffadsfied
with the meafures of the miniftry ; and his {arcalins
were aimed at Mr. Walpole, who undertook to
anfwer his objections. The Commons took the mef:
fage into confideration , and paffed a bill, enabling
his Majefty to raife any fum, not exceeding one
million, by Exchequer- bills, loans, or otherwile,
on the credit of the deductions of fix pence per
pound, directed by an act of parliament of the feventh
year of his Majefty , and of the civil -lilt revenues,
at an interelt not exceeding three pounds per cent.
till repayment of the principal.

§ XXIII. On the twentieth day of April, a peti-
tion was prefented to the Houfe by Lord Finch, in
behalf of Henry St. John, late Vifcount Bolingbroke,
praying that the execution of the law with refpect
to his forfeitures might be fufpended, as a pardon
bad fufpended it with refpect to his life. Mr.
Walpole fignified to the Houle, by his Majeltys
command, that feven years before, the petitioner
bad made his humble application and fubmtflion to
the King, with affurances of duty, allegiance , and
fidelity : that from his behaviour fince that time,
his Majefty was convinced of his being a fit object
of his mercy; and confented to his petitioning the
Houfe. The petition being read, Mr. Walpole de-
clared himfelf fully fatisfied, that the petitioner had
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fuFcientlv atoned for his palt offences; and therefore
deferved the favor of that Houfe, fo far as to enable
h'm to enjoy the family -inheritance that was fettled
unon him, which he could not do by virtue of his
Maijefty’s pardon, without an act of parliament.
Lord Finch moved, That a bill might be brought
in for this purpofe, and was warmly oppolfed by
Mr. Mechuen, comptroller of the houfehold, who
reprefented Bolingbroke asamonfter of iniquity. His
remonftrance was fupported by Lord William Paulet
and Mr. Onflow: neverthelefs, the bill was pre-
pared, paffed through both Houfes, and received
the royal affent. An ac being pafled for difarming
the Highlanders of Scotland ; another for regulating
eletions within the city of London; a third for re.
ducing the intereft of feveral Bank - annuities, toge-
ther with fome bills of a private nature, the par-
liament was prorogued in May, after the King had,
in the warmeflt terms of acknowledgment, exprel-
fed his approbation of their conduét. Then he ap-
pointed lord - jultices to govern the nation in his ab-
fence; and fet out in June for his German dominions’.

7 On the fifth day of December the Princefs of Wales was
delivered of a princefs, chriftened by the name of Louifa, and
aferwards married to the King of Denmark. She died Decem-
ber the nineteenth | one thoufand feven hundred and fifcy-one.

Immediately after the fe(fion of parliament the King re.
vived the order of the Bach, thirty-eight in number , includ-
ing th= fovereign.

William Bateman was created Baron of Calmore in Ireland,
and Vifcount Batem=n; and Sir Rober:t Walpole, who had
been one of the revived knizhts of the Bath, was now honor=
ed with the order of the Garier.
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§ XXIV. The tide of political interefis on the con-
tinent had begun to flow in a new channel, foas to
render ineffectual the mounds which his Britannic
Majefty had raifed by his multiplicity of negocia-
tions. Louis, the Spanifh monarch, dying foon after
his elevation to the throne, his father vi?in—iig) refumed
the crown which he had tefiencd; and gave himfelf
up implicity to the conduét of his Qucen, whao was
a princefs of indecfatigable intrigue and infatiate am-
bition. The Infanta, who had been married to
Louis XV. of France, was fo difagreeable to her
hufband, that the whole French nation began to be
apprehenfive of a civil war, in confequence of his
dying without maleiffue: he, therefore, determined,
with the advice of his council, to fent back the In-
fanta, as the nuptials had not been confummated ;
and fhe was attended to Madrid by the Marquis de
Mouteleone. The Queen of Spain refented this in-
fult offered to her daughter; and, in revenge, dif-
miffed Mademoifelle de Beauiolois, one of the Re-
gent’s daughters, who had been betrothed to her
fon Don Carlos. As the congrefs at Cambray had
proved meffe@tual, fhe offered to adjuft her differ-
ences with the Emperor, under the fole mediation
of Great- Britain. This was an honor which King
George declived. He was a

erfe to any undertaking
that might interrupe the harmony fubfifting between
him and the court of Verfailles; and he had takea
umbrage at the Emperor’s refufing to grant the in-
vefliture of Bremen and Verden, except upon terms
which he did not chufe to embrace. The peace
between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, which
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he refufed to mediate, was effected by a private
negociation, under the management of the Duke
de Ripperda, a native of the States- General, who
had renounced the proteftant religion, and entered
in the fervice of his Cathelic Majefty. By two trea-
ties, figned at Vienna in the month of Apmnl, the
Emperor acknowledged Philip as King of Spain and
the Indies, promifing that he would not moleft him
in the pofleffion of thole dominions that were fecured
to him by the treaty of Uwecht. Philip renounced
all precenfions to the dominions in ltaly and the Ne-
therlands, adjudged to the Emperor by the treaty
of London: Charles granted the inveltiture of the
dukedoms of Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, to
the eldeft fon of the Queen of Spain, in defanlt of
heirs in the prefent pofieflors, as mafculine fiefs of
the empire. Spain became guarantee of the Auftrian
fucceflion, according to the pragmatic fanction, by
which the dominions of that houfe were fettled on
the Emperor’s heirs general, and declared to be a
perpetual, indivifible, and infeparable feoffment to
the primogeniture. By the commercial treaty of
Vienna, the Auftrian fubjed@s were entitled to ad-
vantages in trade with Spain, which no other na-
tion enjoyed. His{Catholic Majefty guaranteed the
Oftend- Ealt-India company; and agreed to. pay
an annual fubfidy of four millions of pialters to
the Emperor. Great fums were remitted to Vienna:
the Imperial forces were augmented to a formidable
number ; and other powers were folicited to en-
gage 1in this alliance, to which the court of Peterf::
burgh adually acceded.
Z3
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§ XXV. The King of Great-Britain took the
alarm. The Emperor and he bhad for fome vme
treated each other with manifelt coldnefs. He bad
reafon to fear fome attempt vpon his German domi-
nions ; and projected a defenfive treaty with France
and Pruflia. This alliance, limited to the term of
fifteen years, was negociated and concluded ac Ha.
pover, in the month of September. It implied a mu-
tual guarantee of the dominions poffefled by the con.
tracting parties, their rights and privileges, thofec of
commerce in pm'ticu]:ar. and an eng igement to pro-
cure fatisfaction to the proteflants of Thorn, who
had lately been oppreffed by the Catholics, contrary
to the treaty of Oliva. The King baving taken thefe
precautions at Hanover, fet out on his return for
England; embarked at Helvoetfluys in the middle of
December; and after having been expofed to the
fury of a dreadful ftorm, was landed with great
difficulty at Rye, from whence he proceeded by land
to London. The parliament meeting on the twen-
tieth day of the next month, he gave them to un-
derftand, that the diftreffed condition of fome of
their proteftant brethren abroad, and the negocia-
tions and engagements contracted by fome foreign
powers, which feemed to have laid the foundation
of new troubles and difturbances in Europe, and
to threaten his fubje@®s with the lofs of feveral of
the moft advantageous branches of their trade,
had obliged him to concert with other powers fuch
meafures as might give a check to the ambitious
views of thofe who were endeavouring to render
themfelves formidable ; and puta ftop to the further
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8 progrefs of fuch dangerous defigns. He told them, CHAP.
iy that rhe enemies of his government were already very 111
bufy, by their inftraments and emiffaries in thole 725
courts whofe meafures feemed moft to favor their
L purpofes , in foliciting and promoting the caufe of
0 the Pretender. One fees, at firlt fight, that the in
terelts of Germany dictated the treaty of Hanover;
an but. in order to fecure the approbation of Great-
_ Pritain, upon which the fupport of this alliance
f chiefly depended, it was judged neceffary to infert
the articles relating to commerce and the proteftant
religion , as if the engagement had been contradted
purcly for the advantage and glory of England. In
aword , the minifiry began now to ring the changes
upon a few words that have been repeated ever fince,
like cabaliftical founds, by which the nation has
been enchanted into a very dangerous connexion
with the concerns of the continent. They barangued,
they infifted upon the machinations of the difaffected,
the defigns of a popifh pretender, the proteftant in-
tereft, and the balance of power, until thefe expref-
fions became abfolutely terms of ridicule with every
perfon of common fenfe and reflection. The people
were told, that the Emperor and the King of Spain,
exclufive of the public treaties concluded at Vienna,
had entered into private engagements, importing,
that the Imperialifts fhould join the Spaniards in re-
covering Gibraltar and Port - Mahon by force of
arms, in cafe the King of England fhould refufe to
reftore them amicably, according to a folemn pro-
mife he had made: that a double marriage fhould
take place between the two Infants of Spain, and
74
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11, fhould be taken to place the Pretender on the throne
1725, aof Great- Britain.

§ XXVI. When the treaties of Vienna and Ha.
nover fell under confideration of the Houfe of Com.
mons,, Horatio Walpole , afterwards termed, in
derifion, *“the balance.malter,” opened the debate
with a long, unanimated oration, giving a detail
of the affairs of Europe fince the treaty of Utrecht, v

/ He enumerated the barrier- treaty, the convention ‘
for executing that treaty, the defenfive alliance
with the Emperor, the other with the Mof- j
Chriftian King and the States- General, another :
convention, the quadruple alliance, the congrefs ;
at Cambray, the treaty of Hanover, and that of
Vienna. He explained the nature of each engage-
ment. He faid, the main defign of the treaty of
commerce concluded between the Emperor and
Spain, was to countenance and fupport the Eaft-
India company eftablithed at Oftend, which inter-
fered fo effentially with the Eaft-India companies
of England and Holland, and was direcily con-
trary to {everal folemn treaties full in force. He
enlarged upon the danger to which the balance of
power would be expofed, fhould the iffue-male of
this projedted marriage between the Houfes of
Aulftria and Spain ever poffefs the Imperial dignity
and the kingdom of Spain together. The reader will
take notice, that this very man was one of thofe who
exclaimed againft that article of the treaty of Utrecht,
which prevented the power of thofe two houfes
from being immediately united in the perfon of the

BOo K the two Archduchelfes of Auftria; and that means I
'
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Emperor. He did not forget to expatiate upon the
pretended fecret engagement concerning Gibraltar
and Minorca ; and the King’s pious concern for the
diftreffed proteltants of Thorn in Poland. In vain
did Mr. Shippen urge, that the treaty of Hanover
would engage the Britifh nation in a war for the de-
fence of the King’s German dominions, contrary to
an exprefs provifion made in the a& of limitation.
Thefe arguments had loft all weight. The oppofi-
tion was fo inconfiderable, that the miniftry had no
reafon to be in pain about any meafure they thould
propofe. An addrefs was voted and delivered to his
Majelty , approving the alliance he had concluded
at Hanover, in order to obviate and difappoint the
dangerous views and con[’eq‘lanccs of the treaty of
peace betwixt the Emperor and the King of ‘wpam -
and promifing to fupport his Majefty againft all in-
fults and attacks that fhould be made upon any of
his territories, though not belonging to the crown
of Great- Britain. An addrefs of the fame kind was
prefented by the Houfe of Lords in a body. A bill
was brought in, empowering the commiffioners of
the Treafury to compound with Mr. Richard Hamp-
den, late treafurer of the navy, fora debt he owed
to the crown, amounting to eight -and - forty thou-
fand pounds. This deficiency was occafioned by his
embarking in the South -Sea fcheme. The King
recommended his petition ; and the Houfe complied
with his requeft, in conﬁderatxon of his great grand-
father, the famous John Hampden , who made fuch

a noble ftand againft the arbitrary meafures of the
firlt Charles.

CHAP,

111.
1725




LOCOK
ii.
725

346 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

§ XXVIIL The malt-tax was found fo grievous
to Scotland, that the people refufed to pay it, and
riots were excited in different parts of the king-
dom. AtGlafgow, the populace, armed with clubs
and ftaves, rifled the houfe of Daniel Campbell ,
their reprefentative in parliament, who had voted
for thebill ; and maltreated fome excifemen, who
attempted to take an account of the malt. General
Wade , who commanded the forces in Scotland,
had fent two companies of foldiers , under the com-
mand of Captain Bufhel, to prevent or appeafe any
difturbance of this nature. That officer drew up
his men in the fircet, where they were pelted with
ftones by the multitude, which he endeavoured to
difperfe, by firing among them without fhot. This
expedient failing, he ordered his men to load their
pieces with ball, and at a time when the magiftrates
were advancing towards him in a body, to aflift
him with their advice and influence, he command-
ed the foldiers to fire four different ways, without
the fanction of the civil authority. Above twenty
perfons were killed or wounded on this occafion.
The people feeing fo many vidtims fall, were ex-
afperated beyond all fenfe of danger. They began
to procure arms , and breathed nothing but defiance
and revenge. Bufhel thought preper to retreat to the
caftle of Dumbarton; and was purfued above five
miles by the enraged multitude. General Wade
being informed of this tranfaction , affembled a body
of forces; and being accompanied by Duncan Forbes,
lord - advocate , took poffeffion of Glafgow. The
magifirates were apprehended , and conveyed
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prifoners to Edinburgh, where the lords jufticiary, cHA P.
having taken cognizance of the affair, declured them 111,
innocent ; fothat they were immediately difcharged.

Bufhel was tried for murder, convicted, and con-
demned; but, inftead of undergoing the penalties

of the law, he was indulged with a pardon, and pro-

moted in the fervice ®. Daniel Campbell having
petitioned the Houfe of Commons, that he might be

ol indemnified for the damage be had fultained from

the rioters, a bill paffed in his favor, granting him

a certain fum, to be raifed from an impofition laid

upon all the beer and ale brewed in the city of
Glafgow. The malt-tax was fo fenfibly felt in Scot-

0 land, that the convention of the royal burghs pre-

y [s fented a remonftrance againft it, as a grievous bur-

den, which their country could not bear: petitions

to the fame purport were dehivered to the Commons

from different (hires of that kingdom °. On the ani 1726,
twenty - fourth day of March, the King fent a mef-

fage to the Houfe by Sir Paul Methuen , defiring an
extraordinary fupply , that he might be able to
augment his maritime force, and concert fuch other

* Oldmixon. Annals. Deb. in Par. Mem. Hift, Tindal.

® The Duke of Wharton , having confumed his fortune in
riot and ext-avagance , repaired to the court of Vienna, from
whence he proceeded to Rome , and offered his fervice to the
Pretender. There he received the order of the Garter , and the
title of Duke of Northumberland. He was {ent by the Chevalier
de St. George with credentials to the court of Madrid, where
he abjured the proteftant religion , married a lady of the
Queen of Spain’s bedchamber, and obtaincd the rank and
appointment of a lientenant- colonel in the Spanifth fervice.

Pliard
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meafures as fhould be neceffary in the prefent con-
juncture. A debate enfued: but the majority com.
plied with thedemand, Some members in the Up-
per Houfe complained that the meffage was not
fent to both Houles of parliament; and this fug-
geltion gave rife to another debate, in which Lord
Bathurlt and others made fome melancholy reflec
tions upon the ftate of infignificance to which the
peers of England were reduced. Such remarks,
however, were very little minded by the miniftry,
who had obtained a complete victory over all op-
pofition. The fupplies , ordinary and extraordi-
nary, being granted , with every thing elfe which
the court thought proper to atk, and feveral bills
paffed for the regulation of civil economy, the
King difmiffed the parliament on the twenty-fourth
day of May.

§ XXVIIL By this time Peter the Czar of Muf-
covy was dead, and his emprefs Catharine had fuc-
ceeded him on the Ruffian throne. This princefs
had begun to affemble forces in the neighbourhood
of Peterfburgh; and to prepare a formidable arma-
ment for a naval expedition. King George, conclud-
ing that her defign was againt Sweden, fent a
firong fquadron into the Baltic, under the com-
mand of Sir Charles Wager, in order to anticipate
her views upon his allies. The Englith fleet being
joined at Copenhagen by a Danifh {quadron, alarmed
the court of Ruflia, which immediately 1ffued orders
for re -enforcing the garrifons of Wiburgh , Cron-
?mdt, Revel, and Riga. The Englith Admiral, hav-
ing had an audience of his Swedilh Majefty, fteercd
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towards Revel, and fent thither a lieutenant, with
a letter from the King of Great- Britain to the Cza-
rina. This was an expoftulation , in which his
Majefly obferved, that he and his allies could not
fail of being alarmed at her great preparations by
fea and land. He complained that mealures had
been taken at her court in favor of the Pretender:
that his repeated inftances for eftablifhing a lafting
friend(hip with the crown of Ruflia had been treated
withneglect; and he gaveherto underftand, that he
had ordered his Admiral to prevent her fhips from
coming out of her harbours, thould fhe perfift in her
refolution to execute the defigns fhe bad projected.
The Gzarina, in her anfwer to the King, expreffed
her {urprife , that fhe had not received his Majefty’s
letter until his fleet was at anchor before Revel,
fince it would have been more agreeable to the
cuflom efltablitbed among fovereigns, and to the
amity which had fo long fubfifled betwecn her
kingdoms and the crown of Great- Britain, to ex-
poﬂu]at" with her on her armament, and exped
ber anfwer, before he had proceeded to fuch an of-
fenfive meafure. She affured him that nothing was

farther from her thoughts than any defigns to dif-
turb the peace of the North; and with reg rard to the
Pretender, it was a fnvnious and ftale accufation,
which had been frequently ufed as a pretext to
cover all the unkind fteps lately taken againft the
Ruffian empire. Sir Charles Wager continued in
his ftation until he received certain intelligence
that the Ruffian gallies were laid up in their win-

ter-harbour : then he fet fail for the coalt of

CHAP.

II1.
1725,




BOoK
1L
1726,

ase HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Denmark , from whence he returned to England
in the month of November.

§ XXIX. King George, that he might not feem
to convert all his attention to the affairs of the North,
had cquipped two other fquadrons; one of which
was deftined for the Welt- Indies, under the com-
mand of Admiral Hofier: the other, conduced by
Sir Joha Jennings, baving on board a body of land-
forces, faled from St. Helen’s on the twentieth day
of luly, entered the bay of St. Antonio, then vifited
Lifbon, from whence he directed his courle to the
bay of Bulls, near Cadiz, and cruifed off Cape St.
Mary’s, fo as to alarm the coaft of Spain, and fill
Madrid with conlternation. Yet he committed no
a@ of holtility ; but was treated with great civility
by the Spanifh governor of Cadiz, who fupplied
him with refrehments. Rear-Admiral Hofier, with
feven (hips of war, had failed in April for the Spa-
nith Weft- Indies, with inftructions to block up the
galleons in the ports of that country; or, fhould
they prefume to come out, to fcize and bring them
to England. Before his arrival at the Baltimentos
near Porto- Bello, the treafure, confifting of above
fix millions fterling , bad been unloaded, and car-
ried back to Panama, in purfuance of an order fent
by an advice - boat, which had the ftart of Hofier.
This Admiral lay ina&ive on that ftation, until he
became the jeft of the Spaniards. He returned to
Jamaica, where he found means to re-enforce his
crews: then he flood over to Carthagena. The
Spaniards had by this time feized the Englith South-
Sea fhip at la Vera-Cruz, together with all the
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vellels and effe@s belonging to.that company. Ho-
fier in vain demanded reftitution : he took fome
Spanith [hips by way of reprifal and continued
cruifing in thofe feas until the greater part of his
men perifhed deplorably by the difeafes of that un-
healthy climate ; and bis fhips were totally ruined
by the worms. This brave officer being reftricted
by his orders [rom obeying the didtates of his cou-
rage, feeing his beft officers and men daily fwept
off by an ontrageouns diftemper, and his fhips ex-

ofed to inevitable deftruction, is faid to have died
of a broken heart; while the people of England
loudly clamored againft this unfortunate expedi-
tion, in which fo many lives were thrown away,
and fo much money expended, without the leaft
advantage to the nation. 1t feems to have been a
mean , piratical fcheme to rob the court of Spain of
its expected treafure, even while a peace fubfifted
between the two nations. The miniftry of Great-
Britain indeed alledged, that the Spanifh King had
entered into engagements in favor of the Pretender.

§ XXX. The Dukes of Ormond and Wharton,
and the Earl Marifchal, were certainly at Madrid ;
and the Duke de Ripperda, now prime-minifter of
Spain, dropped fome expreffions to the Englifh
envoy , that implied fome fuch defign , which,
however, the court of Madrid pofitively denied.
Ripperda, as a foreigner, fell a facrifice to the jea-
loufy of the Spanifh minifters. He was fuddenly
difmilfed from his employments, with a penfion
of three thoufand piltoles. He forthwith toak
refuge in the houfe of Vandermeer the Dutch
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Ambaffador, who was unwilling to be troubled
with {uch a gueft. He, therefore, conveyed the
Duke in his coach to the houfe of Colonel Stan.
hope, the Britith minifter, whole protection he
craved and obtained. Neverthelefs, he was dragged
from thence by force, and committed prifoner to
the caltle of Segovia. He afterwards made his efcape,
and [heltered himfelf in England , from the refent
ment of his Catholic Majefty. Colonel Stanhope
complained of this violation of the law of nations,
which the Spanifh minifters endeavoured to excufe,
Memorials and letters pallfed between the two courts:
and every thing tended to a rupture. The King of
Spain purchafed fhips of war: began to make pre-
parations for fome important undertaking; and af-
fembled an army of twenty thoufand men at St
Roch, on pretence of rebuilding the old cafile of
Gibraltar. Mean while the States- General and the
King of Sweden acceded to the treaty of Hanover :
but the King of Pruffia, though his Majelty’s fon-
in-law, was detached from the alliance by the Em-
peror, with whom he contraded new engagements.

§ XXXI. On the feventeentl day of January, the
Britifh parliament was opened with a long, elaborate
fpecch, importing that the proceedingsand tranfac-
tions of the Emperor and King of Spain , and the fe-
cret offen{ivealliances concluded between them, had
laid the foundations of a moft exorbitant and formi-
dable power : that they were dire@ly levelled
againft the moft valuable and darling interels and
privileges of the Englifh nation, which muft either
give

E
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give up Gibraltar to Spain, and acquiefce in the
Emperor’s ufurped cxermfe of commerce, or re-
folve vigoroufly to defend their undoubted right
againft thole reciprocal engagements, contracted
in defiance and violation of all national faith, and
the moft folemn treaties. He affured them, that
one of thofe fecret articles was, the placing
the Pretender on the throne of Great-Britain; and
another the conqueft of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon.
He affirmed that thofe combinations extended them.
felves into Ruffia; and that the Englilh flect fea-
fonably prevented fuch defigns as \vw'd have
opened a way to the invafion of thefe kingdoms.
He exhorted the Commons to grant fuch fupplies
as fhould be 'y for the defence of their
country , and for making good his engagements
with the allies of Great-Britain. He told them,
that the King of Spain had ordered his minifter
refiding in Lno!md to quit the kingdom; and thas
E'c h S.(_ lc*i: a memos i‘u, little ﬁ\m ofa (1:.’(3;’1[.'1th1’],
reftitution of Gibraltar,
rergic firings which

Dai:mce of power
in Europe, the fn:cz:'g of the } itith crmmpxcc,

the defigns of a popifh pretender, the prefent
happy eftablithment, the religion, liberties, and
properties of a protefiant people.  Such addreffes
of thanks were penned in both Houles as the
minifters were pleafed to dicate; yet not without
oppofition from a minority , which was far from
being formidable, though headed by chiefs of uncom.
mon talents and refolution. The Commons voted

Vo1l Aa
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twenty thoufand feamen , befides fix - and - twenty
thoufand three hundred eighty-three men for the land.
fervice ; and, todefray the extraordinary expenfe,a
land-tax of four fhillings in the pound was granted.

§ XXXII. The Houfe of Lord.\ having taken into
confideration the letters and memorials between the
minifters of Great-Britain, France, and Spain, and the
papers relating to the acceflion of the States-General
to the treaty of Hanover, a warm debate enfued,
Lord Bathurlt took notice , that the acceffion of the
States-General to the treaty was upon condition that
this their act (hould be approved and ratified by the
King of Great-Britain, the moft Chriftian King, and
the King of Pruffia; but that the minifter of his Prof-
fian Majefty had refufed to fign the act of acceffion,
which was therefore of no effect : that if the conit of
France (hould , for the fame reafon, think itfelf dif-
engaged from the Hanover alliance, Britain alone
would be obliged to bear the burden of anexpenfive
war againft two of the greatell potentates of Enrope.
He faid he could not fee any juftreafon for a rupture
with Spain: that indeed the Duke de Ripperdamight
bave dropped fome indifcrete expreffions: he was
known to be a man of a violent r('..v.pc-l ; and he had
been folemaly difavowed by his Catholic Majelty

that , in the memorial left by the Q]nniﬂa ambaflador,
he imputed the violent ftate of affairs between the two
crowns to the minifters of England; and mentioned
a pofitive promife made by the King of Great-Britain
for the reftitution of Gibraltar: that methods ofac-
commodation might be tried, before the kingdom en
gaged ina war which muft be attended with dangerous
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confequences : that the nation wasloaded withadebt ¢ H A P.
of fifty millions ; and, in order to maintain fucha 1L
war, would be obliged toraile leven millions yearly; 1736
an annual fum by which the people would {oon be
exhaufted. He obferved, that infome papers laid
before the Houfe, mention was made of great fums
diftributed in divers places, to bring certain meafures
o to bear. He declared, that for his own part, he
o had touched neither Spanifh nor Englifh gold ; he
was peither a Spaniard nora Frenchman, but atrue
Englithman, and fo long as he had the honor to
fit in that Houfe, he would fpeak and a& for the
good of his country, He therefore, defired their
lordfhips ferionfly to confider the matter before
them , which was of the laft confequence and im-
portance to the whole nation. He faid nothing could
be gained by the war, fhould it prove fuccefsful:
and every thing would be loft fhould it be un-
profperous. He was anfwered by Lord Townthend,
who affirmed that his Majefty had received pofitive
and certain information with refpe@ to the {ecret
article of alliance between the courts of Vienna and
Madrid, in favor of the Pretender, though the fafety
of the ftate did not permit himto lay thefe advices
before the parliament. After much altercation , the
majority refolved, that the meafures his Majelty
had thought fit to take were honorable, juft and
neceflary, for preventing the execution of the dan-
gerous engagements entered into in favor of the
Pretender; for preferving the dominions belonging
to the crown of Great-Britain by folemn treaties,
and particularly thofe of Gibraltar and the ifland
Aaz
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of Minorca; and for main%ainin_j{ to his people their
moft valuable rights and privileges of commerce,
and the peace and tranquillity of Europe. Seventeen
lords entereu a proteft againft this refolution. Dif
putes of the fame nature arofe from the fame fubjed
in the Lower Houfe. Lord Townfhend had affirmed
in the Houfe of Peers, that nopromife ofreftoring
Gibraltar bad been made : Sir Robert Walpole
owned fuch a promife in the Houfe of Commons:
a motion was made for an addrefs, defiring thefe
engagements might be laid before the Houfe: ano-
ther mefmber moved for a copy of the memorial
prefented by Mr. Pointz to the King of Sweden, and
for the fecret offenfive article between the courts of
Vienna and Madrid : a third motion was made, to
addrefs the King for fuch memorials and reprefenta-
tions from the courts of Sweden and Denmark, as
induced him, in the courfe of the preceding year,
to fend a fquadron to the Baltic. In theaccount of
the money granted for the fervice of the laft year,
there was an article of one hundred and twenty-five
thoufand pounds charged in general terms, as iffued
out for other engagements and expenfes, over and
above fuch as were fpecified. Vir. Pulteney moved for
an addrefs on this fubject, but each of thefe motions
wasrejected ona divifion ; and the majority concur-
red inanaddrefs of thanks tohis Viajefty, forthe great
wifdom of hiscondu&. They expreffed the moftim-
plicit confidence in his goodnefs and difcretion : they
promifed to fupport him in all fuch further meafures
as he fhould find peceffary and expedient for preven-
ting a rupture as well as for confulting the honor
and advantage of thefe kingdoms.
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§ XXXII: His Majefty’s fpeech gave fuch um-
brage to the Court of Vienna, that IVir. Palms, the
Imperial refideatat London was ordered to prefent a
warm memorial to the King, and afterwards to publifh
it to the whole nation. In this bold remonftrance,
the King was charged with having declared from the
throne, as certainan undoubted fads, feveral things
that were either wrefted, milfreprefented, or void of
all foundation. The memorialilt affirmed, that the
treaty of Viennawas built on the quadruple alliance :
that the treaty of commerce was calculated topromote
the mutual and lawful advantages of the fubjects of
both parties, agreeably to the law of nations; and in
no refpect prejudicial to the Britith nation. He declars
ed, that there was no offenfive alliance concluded be-
tween the two crowns . that the fuppofed article re-
lating - to the Pretender was an abfolute falfe-
hood: that the infinuation with refpect to the fiege of
Gibraltar was equally untrue, his mafter having made
no engagements with the King of Spain but fuch as
were fpecified in the treaty communicated to his
Britannic Majefty. He faid, however, the hoftilities
notorioufly committed in the Welt-Indies, and
elfewhere, againft the King of Spain, in violation
of treaties, fcemed to jultify that prince’s undertak-
ing the fiege of Gibraltar. Finally, he demanded , in
the name of his Imperial Majefty, fuitable repara-
tion for the injury his honor had fuftained from
fuch calumnious imputations. Both Houfes of parlia-
ment expreffed their indignation atthe infolence of
this memorial, in an addrefs to his Majefly , and
Mr. Palms was ordered to depart the kingdom.

Aa 3
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Virulent declarations were prefented by the minif
ters of the Emperor and the King of Great-Britain
to the dict of the empire at Ratifbon; and fuch
perfonal reflections retorted between thele two
potentates, that all hope of reconciliation vanifhed.

§ XXX1V. King George, in order to fecure
himfelf againft the impending {torm, entered into
more f’mc"t engagements with the French King;
and agreed to pay fifty thoufland pounds for three
years to the King of Sweden, in confideration
of that prince’s holmnv in readinels a body of ten
thoufand troops for the occafions of the alli-
ance. He concluded a frefh treaty with the King
of Denmark, who promifed to furnifh a certain
number ofauxiliaries, on account ofa large fubﬁdy
granted by the King of France. The proportmns
of troops to be fent into the field, in cafe of a
rupture, were alcertained. His Britannic Majefty
engaged for four-and-twenty thoufand men, and
a ftrong fquadron to be fent into the Baltic. He
made a convention with the Prince of Hefle-Caffel,
who undertook to provide eight thoufand infantry,
and four thoufand horfe, in confideration of feven-
ty-four thoufand pounds, to be paid by Great-
Britain immediately , and fifty thoufand pounds
more in cale the troops hould be required, befides
their pay and fubfiftence. Such was the fruit of
all the alliances fo induftrioufly planned fince the
acceffion of | King George to the throne of Great-
Britain™.  In the day of his trouble, the King

** Annals. Deb. in Par. Tindal. Lives of the Admirals.




GEORGE L 359

of Pruffia, who had efpoufed his daughter, defer-
ted his intereft; and the Scates-General ftood aloof.
For the fecurity of his German dominions , he had
recourfe to the King of France who was a pre-
carious ally ; to the Kings of Sweden and Denmark,
and the principaiity of Heffe Caflel : but none of
thefe powers would contribute their affiftance with-
out being gratified with exorbitant fubfidies, though
the danger was common , and the efforts ought
to have been equal. Inftead of allies, they pro-
fefled themfelves mercenaries. Great-Britain paid
them for the defence of their own dominions: [he,
moreover,, undertook to maintain a powerful fleet
for their fafety. Is thereany Briton fo weak as to
think, or fo fool-hardy as to affirm, that this
was a Britifh quarrel.

§ XXXV. For the fupport of thofe expenfive
treaties, [VIr. Scroope, {ecretary of the Treafury,
moved in the Houfe of Commons, that in the
malt-tax bill they fhould infert a claufe of appro-
priation , empowering the King to apply fuch
fums as fhould be neceflary, for defraying
the expenfes and engagements which had been,
or fhould be made before the twenty-fifth day
of September, in concerting fuch meafures as
he fhould think moft conducive to the fecurity
of trade, and reftoring . the peace of Europe.
To little purpofe did the members in the oppofi-
tion urge, that this method of afking and
granting fupplies was unparliamentary : that fuch
a claufe would render ineffectual that appropriation

of the public money, which the wildom of all
Aag
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B 0 0 k parliaments had thoughta neceffary fecurity againft’

iL. mifapplication, which was the more to be feared, as
17272 no provifion was made to call any perfon to ac-

count for the mouney that thould be difpofed of by

virtue of this claufe: that great fums had already been
granted : that fuch an unlimited power ought never
to be given inafrce government: that fuch confi-
dence 1n the crown might , through the influence of

§ “da

evil minifters, be attended with the moft dangerons
confequences: that the conftitution could not be
preferved, butby a firictadberence to thole effential
parliamentary forms of granting fupplies upon efti-
mates, and ofappropt g thefe fupplies to fervices
and occafions publicly avowed and judged necef
fary : that fuch claufes, if not feafonably checked,
would become fo frequent, as in time to lodgein the

crown, and 1n the minifters, an abfolute and uncon-
trolable power of railing money upon the people,
which by the conftitution is,and with fafety can only
be, lodged in the whole legifiature. The motion was
carried, the claufe added, and the bill paffed through
the other Houfe without amendment, though net
without oppolition, Notwithftanding this vote of cre-
dit, Sir William Yonge moved, that towards the fup-
ply granted to the King, the fum of three hundred and
feventy thoufand pounds fhould be raifed by loans
on Exchequer-Bills, to be cha rged on the furplus of
the duties on coal and culm , which was referved for
the parliament’s difpofal. Though this motion was
vigoroully oppofed by Sir Jofeph Jekyl and M.
Pulteney, asa dangerous deviation from feveral vo-
tes and acts of parliament, by which the exceedings
of the public funds were appropriated to the difcharge
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of the national debt , or to the increafe of the finking
fund, it was carried by the majority.

§ XXXVI On the fifteenth day of May the par-
liament was prorogued, afterthe King had acknow-
ledged their zeal, liberality , and difpatch; and given
them to underftand that the {iege of Gibraltar was ac-
tually begun. The trenches were opened before this
fortrefls on the eleventh day of February, by the
Condede las Torres , at the head of twenty thou-
fand men. The place was well provided for a defence;
and the old Earl of Portmore, who was governor,
embarked with a re-enforcement from England,
under convoy of a fleet commanded by Sir Charles
Wager. Hearrived at Gibraltar “in the beginning
of April, where he landed the troops, witha great
quantity of ammunition, warlike ftores, and four.
and-twenty pieces of cannon. At the fame time,
five hundred men arrived from Minorca, fo that
the garrifon amounted to fix thoufand, plentiful
ly fupplied with frefh provifions from the coaft of Bar-
bary, and treated the ciforts ofthe beliegers with great
contempt. The States-General, being apprehenfive of
an attemptupon their barrier in the Netherlands, defi-
red the King would bold in readinefs the ten thoufand
auxiliaries fiipulated in the treaty. Thefe were imme-
diately prepared for embarkation , and the forces of
England were augmented with thirty new-raifed
companies. Sir John Norris fet fail with a pow-
erful fleet for the Baltic, and was joined by a
Danifh fquadron : but the Czarina dying on the
feventeenth day of VIay , he had no occafion to com-
mit hoftilities,as the Ruffian armament was laid a fide.
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§ XXXVIL Mean while the powers at variance,
though extremely irricated againft each other, were
all equally averfe to a war that mizht again embroil
all Europe. The King of France interpofed his me-
diation, which was conduéted by the Duke de
Richlieu, his ambafador at Vienna. Plans and coun-
terplans of pacification were propofed between
the two crowns and the allies. At length all par-
ties agreed.to twelve preliminary articles, which
were figned in May at Paris, by the minifters of
the Hanoverian alliance, and afterwards at Vienna,
by the Imperial and Spanifh ambaffadors. Thele
imported that hoftilities fhould immediately ceafe:
that the charter of the Oftend company fhould be
fufpended for feven years: and that a congrefs fhould
in four months he opened at Aix-la-Chapelle , for
adjulting all differences , and confolidating the peace
of Europe. This congrefs was afterwards trans-
ferred to Soiffons, for the conveniency of the French
minifters, whofe prefence was neceffary at court.
The fiege of Gibraltar was raifed, after it had lafted
four months, during which the Spaniards loft a great
number of men by ficknefs, while the garrifon ful-
tained very little damage. The court of Madrid,
bhowever, fiarted fome new difficulties, and for
fome time would not confent to the reftitution of
the South-Sea fhip, which had been detained at La
Vera Cruz, in the Welt-Indies ; fo that Sir Charles
Wager continued to cruife on the coalt of Spain:
but thefe obje@ions were removed in the fequel

§ XXXVIII. King George, having appointed
a regency , embarked at Greenwich, on the third
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day of June, and landing in Holland on the feventh,
fet out on his journey to Hanover. He was fud-
denly feized with a paralytic diforder on the
road: he forthwith loft the faculty of fpeech, be-
came lethargic, and was conveyed in a flate of in-
fenfibility to Ofpabruck. There he expired on
Sunday the eleventh day of June, in the fixty-eighth
year of his age, and in the thirteenth of his reign.
George I. was plain and fimple in his perfon
and addrefs; grave and compofed in his deportment,
though eafy. familiar, and facetious in his hours of
relaxation. Before he afcended the throne of Great-
Britain, he had acquired the characer of a circumipe
general, a juft and merciful prince, a wife politi-
cian, who perfedly underltood, and fteadily pur-
fued his own intereft. With thefe qualities, it can-
not be doubted but that he came to England ex-
tremely well difpofed to govern his new fubjects
according to the maxims of the Britith conftitution,
and the genius of the people ; and if ever he feemed
to deviate from thefe principles, we may take it
for granted, that he was mifled by the venal fug-
geltions of a minifiry whofe power and influence
were founded on corruption.

' George I. married the Princefs Sophia Dorothy, daughter
and heirefs of the Duke of Zell, by whom he had King
George 1L and the late Queen of Pruflia. The King’s body was
conveyed to Hanover, and interred among his anceftors.

From the death of Chatles 1I. to this period, England
had made a confiderable figure in every branch of literature,
Dr. Atterbury and Dr. Clarke diftinguithed themfelves in
divinity—Mr, Whifton wrote in defence of Arianifm—John
Locke fhone forth the great reftorer of human reafon —
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the Earl of Shaftesbury raifed an elegant, though feeble, fyf.
tem of moral philofophy, Berkley, afterwards Bifhop of Cloyne
in Ireland , furpaffed all his contemporaries in fubtlety and
variety of metaphyfical arguments , as well as in the ast of
deduction—Lord Bolingbroke’s mmts as a metaphyfician
have been queftioned fince his pofthumous works appeared
—great progrels was made in mathematics and aftronomy,
by '\Wﬂl]is, Halley, and Flamftead —the art of mes.lcu.e
owed fome valuable improvements to the claffical Dr. Friend
and the elegant Dr. Mead. Among the poetsof this era we
number John Philips , author of a didactic poem ca'led Cide
a performance of Je” merit; he lived and died in obfcurity—

VWilliam Congreve , celebrated for his comedies , which are
not fo famous for firength of character and power of humor,
as for wit, elegance, and regularity—Vanburgh, who wiote
with more nature and fire, though with lefs arc and pre.
cifion—Steele, who in his comedies fuccelsfully engrafted
modern CL.uuLlLT“ on the ancient drama — 'Farquhar, who
drew his mdm“s from fancy rather than from nature,
and whole chief merit confifts in the agreeable pertnefsand
vivacity of his .dia !~g —Addifon, whole fame as a poet
greatly exceeded his genius , which was cold andenervate 3
though he yielded to none in the character of an effayift,
either for ftyle or matter—Swift, whole mufe fzems tohave
been mere mifanthropy: he was a cynic rather than a
poet, and his natural drynefs and farcaftic feverity would
bhave been unpleafling, had nothe qualified them, by adopting
the extravaganthumor of Lucian and Rabelais—Prior, lively
familiar, and amufing—Rowe, folemn, florid, and declamatory
— Pope , the prince of lyric poetry, unrivalled in fatire,
ethics, and polithed verfification—the agreeable Parnel—
the wild, the witty and the whimfical Garth—Gay, whole
fables may vie with thofe of La 1'-’0:1taine, in native humor,
eale, and ﬁmphcxt"- and whofe genius for paftoral was
truly origina'. Dr. Bentley flood foremoft in the Lft of
critics and commentators. Sir Chriftopher Wren raifed
fome noble monuments of architecture. The moft remarkable
political writers were Davenant, Hare, Swift, Steele, Ad-
difon, Bolingbroke, and Irencharc‘

2
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§ 1. Georgell. afcendsthe throne of Great-Britain, 1I.
Gharaéler of the principal perfons concerned in the
minifiry. 11I. Debates in parliament concerning the
civil-liff. 1V. Changes and promotions. V. New
Parliament. V1. Violent difpute concerning the nati-
onal debr. VI1I. Vote of credit. VIII. A double
marriage between the houfes of Spain and Portugal.

1X. Liberality of the Commons. X. Debate on the

_ﬁzbﬁdz’cs to ffei}r:‘z—c.:ﬁ?! and TWolfenbuttle. XI.

Committee for infpecting the gaols. XW. Addrefs

touching the Spanifh depredations. XL A fum

voted to the King on account of arrears due on the
civil-lifi-revenue, XIV. Proceedings in the Hf)rfjé
of Lords. XV. Wife conduét of the Iri/h parlia-
ment. XV1. Abdication of the King of Sardinia.
Death of Pope Benedict X111 XVIL Subflance of
the King's [peech to both Houfes, XVILL. Objec-
tions to the treaty of Seville in the Houfe of Lords.
X1X. Oppofition in the Lower Houfe to a flanding
army. XX. Bill prohibiting loans to foreign prin-
ces or flates. XXI. Charter of the Eqfi-India
company prolonged. XXI1. The Emperor refents
the treaty of Seviile. XXIW. Seven Indian chiefs
arrive in England. Revolution at Conflantinople.

XXI1V. England infefled with robbers, affaffins,

and incendiaries. XXV. Bill againfl penfioners

Jitting as members in the Houfe of Gommons.
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XXVI. Treaty of Vienna XXVIIL. Deatl of the
Dutke of Parma. XXVIII. Don Carlos takes pof-
Jeffion of his territories. XXIX. Irance diflraéted
by religious difputes. XXX. The miniflry violently
opp q/m’ in parliament. XXXL Debate on a fland-
ing army. XXXIL Account of the charitable
corporation. XXXIL Revival of the falt-tax
XXXIV. Mr. Pulteney’s name firuck out of the lif?
of privy-counfellors. XXXV. The King fets out

for Hanover.

§ I AT the acceflion of George II. the nation
had greatreafon to wifh foran alteration of meafures.
The public debt, notwithftanding the boafted eco-
nomy and management of the mmlﬂera, notwith-
flanding the finking fund, which had been extolled
as a growing treafure facred to the difcharge of nati-
onal incumberances ; was now increafed to fi fty mil-
lions two hundred fixty-one thoufand two hundred
and fix pounds, nineteen fhillings, eight pence three
farthings. Thekingdom was bewﬂdued in a laby-
rinth of treaties and conventions, by which it
ftood engaged in pecuniary fubfidies to many powers
upon the continent, with whom its real interefts
could never be cmmcued The wealth of the nation
had been lavifhed upon thefe foreign connexions;

upon .unneceffary wars, and fruitlels expeditions.
Dangerous encsowrlﬂmcnfq had been made upon the
confiitution by the repeal of the a& for triennial
parliaments ; by frequent fufpenfions of the Habeas-
Corpus-a& upon frivolous occafions; by repealing
claufes in the a@ of fettlement ; by votes of credit;
by habituating the people to a fltanding army;

]
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and, above all, by eftablifhing a fyftem of corrup-
tion, which at all times would fecure a majority
in parlament. The nature of prerogative, by
which the liberties of the nation had formerly
been often endangered, was now fo well under-
ftood, and fo fecurely refirained, that it could
no longer be ufed for the fame oppreflive purpofes
befides an avowed extenfion of the prerogative
required more ability, courage, and refolution,
than the prefent miniftry could exert. They under-
ftood their own ftrength, and had recourfe to a
more fafe and effectual expedient. The vice,
luxury, and proftitution of the age, the almoft
total extin&ion of fentiment, honor, and public
fpirit, had prepared the minds of men for flavery
and corruption. The means were in the hands
of the miniftry: the public treafure was at their
devotion: they multiplied places and penfions, to
increafe the number of their dependents: they
fquandered away the money of the nation without
tafte, difcernment, decency, or remorfe: they
inlifted an army of the moft abandoned emiffaries
whom they employed to vindicate the worft
meafures, in the face of truth, common feafe, and
common honefty ; and they did not fail to (tigmatizs
as Jacobites, and enemies to the government, all
thole who prefumed to queftion the merit oftheir
adminiftration.

§ II. The fupreme direétion of affairs was not
yet engroffed by a fingle minifter. Lord Townf
hend had the reputation of condud@ing the exter-
nal tranfactions relating to treaties and negociations,
Heis faid to have underftood that province, though
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he did not always follow the dictates of his own
underftanding. He poffeffed an extenfive Jund of
knowledge; and was well acquainted with the
functions of his office. The Duke of N. his col
league, was not remarkable for any of thele qua-
lifications : he owed his promotion to bis uncom-
mon zeal for the illuftrious houfe of Hanover, and
to the firength of his intereft in parliament, rather
than to his judgment, precifion, or any other
intellectual merit. Lord C. who may be counted
an auxiliary , though not immediately concerned
in the adminiftration, had diftinguified himfelf
in the chara&er of envoy at feveral courts
Furope. He had attained an intimate knowledge
of all the different interefts and connexions fub-
filting among the powers of the continent; and he
infinitely furpafled all the minifters in learning and
capacity. He was, indeed, the only man of genius
employed under this government. He fpoke with
eafe and propriety : his conceptions were jult and
lively, his inferences bold ; his counfels wigorous
and warm. Yet he depreciated his talents, by
acting in a fubordinate characier to thofe whom
¢ upon the perni-
with filent con-
ed deteftation. The
Britain was chiefly
a man of extraordi-

he delpifed; and feemed to I

cious meafures of a bad mi

managed by 3
nary talents, wbo ha
1 C 1 1 : ¥ ¥ | i
himfelf to the head of the Treafury. Having
Houf:, he declared

crc
1 F
i

rom low beginnings raifed

obtained a feat in the Lower
himfelf one of the moft forward pastifans
of
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of the Whig-faction. He was endued with a fpecies
of eloquence, which, though neither nervous nor
elegant, flowed with great facility, and was fo plau-
fible on all fubjects, that even when he mifrepre-
fented the truth, whether from ignorance or defign,
he feidom failed to perfuade that part of his audience
for whofe bearing his harangue was chiefly intended.
He was well acquainted with the nature of the
public funds, and underftood the whole myftery of
ftock-jobbing. This knowledge produced a con-
nexion between him and the money-corporations,
which ferved to enhance his importance. He per-
ceived the bulk of mankind were a&uated by a
fordid thirft of lucre: he had fagacity enough to
convert the degeneracy of the times to his own ad-
vantage; and on this, and this alone, he founded
the whole fuperfiructure of his fubfequent adminif-
tration. In the late reign he had, by dint of fpeaking
decifively to every queftion, by boldly impeaching
the condud® of the Tory-minifters, by his activity
in elections , and engaging as a projector in the
fchemes of the monicd-interelt , become a leading
member in the Houfe of Commons. By his fuf
ferings under the Tory-parliament , he attained the
rank of a martyr to his party: his intereft, his re-
putation, and his prefumption daily increafed: he
oppofed Sunderland as his rival in power, and
headed a dangerous defedion from the miniftry ,
which evinced the greatnefs of his influence and
authority. He had the glory of being principally
concerned in effecting a reconciliation between the
tate King and the Prince of Wales: then he was
Vor. 11L Bb
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re-affociated in the adminifiration with additional
credit; and , from the death of the Earls of Sunder-
land and Stanho ope, he had been n‘“l:i;:g long firides
towards the office of prime-minifter. He knew the
maxims he had JUPI ted would fubje@ bhim to the
hatred, the ridicule, and reproach of fome indi-
viduals ,. who had not yet refigned all fentiments
of patriotifm, nor all views of rq)nrwf"011: but the
number of thefe was inconfiderable, \an'co"qrwed
to that which conftituted the body of the commu-
nity; and he would not fuffer the confideration of
fuch antagonifts to come in competition with his
fchemes of power, affluence and authority. Never-
thelefs , low as he had humbled antiminifterial affo-
ciation , it required all his artifice to elude, all his
patience and natural phblegm to bear the powerful
arguments that were urged, and the keen fatire that
was exercifed againft his meafures and management,
by a few members in the oppofition. Sir William
‘Wyndham poffeflfed all the energy of elocution :
M. Shippen was calm, intrepid, fhrewd, and far-

caftic :  Mr. Hungerford , fly, infinuating, and
ironical. MMr. W.P. inherited from nature a good
underftanding, which he bad fludioufly cultivated.
He was one of the moft learned members in the
Houfe of Commons, extremely well qualified tojudge
of literary producions; well read in hiftory and poli-
tics ; deeply fkilled in the Britilh confitution, the
dctﬁlofgovcnnnent,andthexuﬂnrcoftheﬁuance&
He {poke with freedom, fluency, and uncommon
warmth of declamation, which was faid to be the
effec of perfonal animofity to Sir R. W. with whom
he had been formerly connected.
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§ TII. An exprefs arriving on the fourteenth day
of lune, with an account of the King’s death, his
late Majefty King George IL. repaired from Rich-
mond , where he received this intelligence, to Lei-
cefter-Houfe ; and the members of the privy-council
being alfembled, were fworn a-new. The King
declared his firm purpofe to preferve the conftitution
in church and ftate, and to cultivate thofe alliances
which his father had made with foreign princes. At
the fame time, he took and fubfcribed the oath for
the fecurity of the church of Scotland, as required
by the act of Union. Next day he was proclaimed
King of Great Britamn. The parliament affembled
in purfuance of the act made for that purpofe; but
was immediately prorogued by commiffion to the
twenty-feventh day of the month. All the great
officers of ftate continued in their places: Sir Robert
Walpole kept poffeflion of the Treafury; and the
fyftem of politics which the late king had elRablifhed
underwent no fort of alteration. The King, in his
fpeech to both Houfes at the opening of the fe(fion,
profeffed a fixed refolution to merit the love and
affetion of his people, by maintaining them in the
full enjoyment of their religious and civil rights.
He promifed to leffen the public expenfe as foon as
the circumfiances of affairs would permit: he ob-
ferved to the Commons, that the grant of the
greateft part of the civil-lifi-revenues was now de-
termined ; and that it would be neceflary for them
to make a new provifion for the fupport of him
and his family : laftly , he recommended it to both
Houfes to difpatch the bufinefs that fhould be
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neceflarily brought before them, as the feafon of
the year and the circumftances of time required their
prefence in the country. Addreffes of condolence
and congratulation being drawn up and prefented,
the Commons , in a committee of the whole Houle,
took into confideration a motion for a fupply to
his Majefty. Sir Robert Walpole having obferved
that the annual fum of feven hundred thoufand
pounds granted to, and fettled on the late King,
had fallen fhort every year; and that his prefent
Majelty’s expenfes were likely to increafe, by reafon
of the largenefs of his family , moved that the entire
revenues of the civil-ift, which produced about
eight hundred thoufand pounds per annum, fhould
be fettied on the King during his life. Mr. Shippen
oppofed this motion, as inconfiftent with the truft
repofed in them as reprefentatives of the people,
who ought to be very frugal in exercifing the right
of giving away the public money. He faid the
fum of feven hundred thoufand pounds was not
obtained for his late Vlajefty without a long and
folemn debate ; and every member who contended
for it at that time allowed it to be an ample royal
revenue : that, although his Majefty’s family (hould
be enlarged, a circamitance which had been urged
as one reafon for the motion, he prefumed the ap-
pointments of Prince Frederic would be much in-
ferior to thofe fettled on his prefent Majelty when
he was Prince of Wales: befides, it was to be hoped
that many perfonal, many particular expenfes in the
late reign, efpecially thofe for frequent journies to
Hanover, would be difcontinued, and entirely ceale.
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He obferved that the civil-lift-branches in the
Queen’s reign did not often exceed the fum of five
bundred and fifty thoufand pounds; neverthelefs,
fhe called upon her parliament but once, in a reign
of thirteen years, to pay the debts contradted in her
civil government; .and thefe were occafioned by the
unparalleled inflances of her piety and generofity.
She gave the firlt-fruits and tenths, arifing to nineteen
thoufand pounds a-year, asan augmentation of the
maintenance of the poor clergy. She beltowed five
thoufand pounds per annum, out of the Poft-Office,
on the Duke of Marlborough: fhe fuffered feven
hundred pounds to be charged weekly on the fame
office, for the fervice of the public: fhe expended
feveral hundred thoufand pounds in building the
caftle of Blenheim : fhe allowed four thoufand
pounds annually to Prince Charles of Denmark : (he
fuftained great loffes by the tin-contract: fhe fup-
ported the poor Palatines : fhe exhibited many other
proofs of royal bounty ; and immediately before her
death fhe had formed a plan of retrenchment, which
would have reduced her yearly expenfes to four
hundred and fifty-nine thoufand nine hundred and
forty-one pounds. He affirmed that a million a-year
would not be fufficient to carry on the exorbitant
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expenfes, fo often and fo jultly complained of in -

the Houfe of Commons: that over and above the
yearly allowance of feven hundred thoufand pounds,
many occafional taxes, many exceflive fums were
raifed, and all funk in the bottomlefls gulf of fecret
fervice. Two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds

were raifed in defiance of the ancient parliamentary
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methods, to fecure the kingdom from a Swedifh in-
vafion: then the two infurance-offices were eredted,
and paid near three hundred thoufand pounds for
their charters: our enmity with Sweden being
changed into alliance, a fublidy of feventy-two
thoufand pounds was implicitly granted, to fulfil fome
fecretengagement wich that crown : four-and-twenty
thouland pounds were given for burning merchant-
ibips arrived from infected places, though the goods,
which ought to have been deftroyed for the public
fafety, were afterwards privately fold : a fum of
five bhundred thoufand pounds was demanded , and
granted , for paying the debts of the civil-lift ; and
his Majelty declared, by meffage, he was refolved
to retrench his expenfes for the future. Notwith-
ftanding this refolution, in lefs than four years, a
new demand of the like fum was made and graoted,
to difcharge new incumberances : the Spanifh fhips of
war which Admiral Byng took in the Mediterranean
were fold for a confiderable fum of money : one
hundred and twenty.five thoufand pounds were
granted in the lalt feffion, to be fecretly difpofed
of for the public utility ; and there was ftill a debt
in the civil government, amounting to above fix
hundred thoufand pounds. He took notice’, "that
this amazing extravagance happened under the con-
duc of perfons pretending to furpafs all their pre-
deceffors in the knowledge and care of the public
revenue : that as none of thefe fums had been ac-
counted for, they were, in all probability, employed
in fervices not fit to be owned., He fai(j, he heartily
wifbed cthat time, the great difcoverer of hidden
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truths, and concealed iniquities, might produce a
lift of all fuch as had been perverted from their
public duty by private penfions; who had been the
hired {laves and the corrupt inftruments of a pro.
fufe and vain-glorious adminiftration. He propofed,
that, inftead of granting an addition to the civil-
lit, they fhould reftrict that revenue to a certain
fum, by concluding the queftion with thefe words,
© in like manner as they were granted and continued
« to his late Majefty, fo as to make up the clear
« yearly fum of feven hundred thoufand pounds.”
To thefe particulars, which were indeed unan-
fwerable, no reply was made. Even this mark of
decency was laid afide, as idle and fuperfluous.
The Houfe agreed to the motion; and a bill was
brought in for the better fupport of his Majefty’s
houfehold. The Commons having received a mef-
fage from the King, defiring they would make
further provifion for the Queen his confort, refolved,
That in cale fhe fhould furvive his Majelty, the
fum of one hundred thoufand pounds fhould be
fettled upon her for life, charged upon the revenues
of the civil-lift, together with his [Majefty’s palace
of Somerfet-Houfe, and Richmond Old Park. A

bill was formed on this refolution, which , as well.

as the other , pafled both Houfes : and received
the royal affent on the feventeenth day of July,
when the King, in a fpeech to both Houfes, ex-
preffed his fatisfaction with their condué&; and
congratulated them upon the wealth and glory of
the nation, by which they had acquired fuch
‘weight, in holding the balance of Europe. Then
Bbg
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the Lord-Chancellor prorogued the parliament to
the twenty-ninth day of Augult; but on the feventh
of that month a proclamation was iffued for dif
folving this, and convoking another.

§ IV. In the interim fome changes were made
in different departments of civil economy. Lord
Vifcount Torrington was placed at the head of
the Admiralty : the Earl of Wefimorland was
appointed firft lord - commiffioner of trade and
plantations. Philip Dormer Stanhope , Earl of
Chefterficld, a nobleman remarkable for his wit ,
eloquence, and polifhed manners, was nominated
ambaffador to the Hague. The privy-council being
diffolved, another was appointed of the members
then prefent. The Duke of Devonthire was digni-
fied with the place of prefident; and the Duke of
St. Alban’s was appointed mafter of the horfe. On
the eleventh day of October the coronation of the
King and Queen was performed at Weftminfier-
Abbey, with the ufua! {olemnity *. By this time
the courts of France and Spain were perfedly re-
conciled : all Europe was freed from the calamities
of war; and the peace of Great-Britain fuffered no

* King George I1. afcended the throne in the forty-fourth
year of his age. On the fecond day of September, 1705,
he efpoufed the Princefs Wilhelmina Charlotte Caroline,
daughter to John Frederic Marquis of Brandenburgh- Anfpach,
by whom he had two fons, Frederic Louis Prince of Wales,
born ac Hanover, on the thirty-fir day of Janvary, 1507,
and William Auguftus, born at London, on the fifteenth day
of April, 1725, She had likewife born four prince{les, namely,
Anne. Amelia, Carolina, Mary, and was afterwards delivered
of Louila, married in the fequel to the King of Denmark.
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interruption, except from fome tranfient tumults
among the tinners of Cornwall, who, being pro-
voked by a fcarcity of corn, rofe in arms, and
plundered the granaries of that county.

§ V. The ele&ions in England and Scotland for
the parliament having fucceeded on the new, fyltem,
according to the wifhes of the minifiry, the two
Houfes met on the twenty-third day of January,
when the Commons unanimoufly chofe for their
Speaker Arthur Onflow, Efquire, knight of the
fhire for Surrey , a gentleman of extenfive know-
ledge , worth , and probity ; grave, eloquent,
venerable, and every way qualified for the difcharge
of that honorable and important office. The King,
in his fpeech to this new parliament, declared ,
that, by the laft advices from abroad, he had reafon
to hope the difficulties which had hitherto retarded

the execution of the preliminaries, and the opening

of the congrefs, would foon be entirely removed :
in the mean time, he reprefented the abfolute ne-
ceflity of continuing the preparations which had
hitherto fecured the nation, and prevented an open
rupture in Europe. He promifed, that his firlt care
fhould be to reduce from time to time the expenfe
of the public, as often, and as foon as the intereft
and fafety of his people would permit fuch reduction.
He expreffed an earneft defire of feeing the founda-
tion laid of an effectual fcheme for the increafe and
encouragement of feamen in general, that they might
be invited rather than compelled into the fervice of
their country. Finally, he recommended unanimity,
zeal, and difpatch of the public bufinefs. Thofe
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fpeeches, penned by the minifter, were compofed
with a view to footh the minds of the people into
an immediate concurrence with the meafures of the
government ; but without any intention of per-
forming thofe promifes of economy, reformation,
and national advantage. The two Houfes feemed
to vie with each other in expreflions of applaufe
and affetion to bis Majefty. The Lords, in their
addrefs, hailed him as the belt of kings, and true
father of his country. The Commons exprefled the
warmeft fenfe of gratitude for the bleflings they en.
joved in his reign, though it was not yet eight
months old. They approved of all his tranfactions;
promifed to fupport him in all his undertakings;
and declared they would chearfully grant whatever
fupplies fhould be wanted for the public fervice.
Having confidered the eftimates which were laid
before them by order of his Majefty, they voted
two-and-twenty thoufand nine hundred and fifty-
five men for guards and garrifons; and fifteen thou-
fand feamen for the fervice of the enfuing year. They
granted two hundred and thirty thoufand nine hun-
dred and twenty-three pounds, for the maintenance
of twelve thoufand Heffian troops; a fubfidy of fifty
thoufand pounds to the King of Sweden ; and half
that fum to the Duke of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel *
The expenfe of the year amounted to four millions,

Nothing could be a greater burlefque upon negociation
than this treaty of alliance concluded with the petty Duke of
Wolfenbuttel, who very gravely guarantees to his Britannic
Majefty the poffeffion of his three kingdoms, and obliges him-
felf to fupply his Majefty with five thoufand men , in confi-

deration of an annual fubfidy of five-and-twenty thoufand
pounds for four years.
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raifed by a land-tax of three fhillings in the pound,
a male-tax, and by borrowing of the Bank one mil-
lion feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds; for
which annuities to the amount of feventy thoufand
pounds, to be raifed by duties on coals imported into
the city of London, were granted to that corporation.

§ VL. All thefe fums . however, were not granted
without queftion. The number of land-forces oc-
cafioned a debate; and the Heflian avxiliaries were
not allowed without difpute and oppofition. Whea
they deliberated on the loan of the Bank , IVIr. W,
Pulteney obferved, that the fhifting of funds was
but perpetuating taxes, and putting oft the evil
day : that notwithftanding the great merit which
fome perfons had built on the finking fund, it ap-
peared that the national debt bad been increafed
fince the fetting up that pompous project. Some
warm altercation pafled between him and Sir Robert
Walpole on this fubject. The lord-mayor, alder-
men, and common-council of London prefented a
petition, fetting forth, that the duties already laid
upon coals and culm, imported into London, affected
the trade of that city only; that the inequality of the
burden was a great difcouragement to their manu-
factures , and a hardfhip upon all the trading inha-
bitants. The petition was rejected, and the tax
impofed. The Houfe having addrefled the King for
a particular and diftinét account of the diftribution
of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, charged
to have been iffued for fecuring the trade and navi-
gation of the kingdom, and preferving and reftoring
the peace of Europe, he declined granting their

‘CHAP.

1v.
1727.




BOOK
it

2728.

380 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

<]

requellt, but fignified in general, that part of the
moncy had been iffued and difburfed by his late [Va-
jefty, and the remainder by himfelf, for carrying
on the fame neceffary fervices, which required the
greateft fecrecy. Such a meflage in the reign of King
William would have raifed a dangerous flame in the
Houfe of Commons. [Vr. W. Pulteney inveighed
againft fuch a vague and general way of accounting
for the public money, as tending to render par-
liaments altogether infignificant, to cover embezzle-

ents, and to fcreen corrupt and rapacious minifters.
The Commons having taken into confideration the
ftate of the national debt, examined the accounts,
and interrogated the proper officers. A motion was
made by a court member , that it appeared the
monies already iffued and applied towards difcharg-
ing the national debts, together with a fum to be
iffued at Lady-day, amounted to fix millions fix
hundred forty-eight thoufand feven hundred and
fixty-two pounds, five fhillings, one penny, one
farthing. In vain did the leaders of the oppofition
expofe the fallacious tendency of this motion. In
vain did they demonfirate the fraudulent artifice
ufed in drawing up the accounts: the motion was
carried ; and feveral refolutions were taken on the
ftate of the national debts. In the particular account
of thefe debts, upon which the Houfe refolved to
form a reprefentation to his Majefty , an article of
three hundred thoufand pounds relating to the duty

upon wrought plate was totally omitted. This ex-

traordinary omiffion being difcovered, gave rife toa
very warm debate, and to very fevere refledtions
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againft thofe who fuperintended the public accounts.
This error being rectified, a committee appointed for
the purpofe drew up the reprefentation, containing
a particular detail of the national debts difcharged
and incurred fince the twenty-fifth day of December,
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fixteen,
with a [tate of the finking fund and of the public
credit. The draft being approved by the Houfe,
was prefented to the King, who received it gra-
cioufly. He took this opportunity of faying, that
the provifion made for gradually difcharging the
national .debt was now become fo certain and con-
fiderable, that nothing but fome unforefeen event
could alter or diminifh ic: a circumftance that afforded
the faireft profpect of feeing the old debts dlfchargcd

without any neceffity of incurring new incums-
berances.

§ VII. This anfwer, fraught with many other ex-
preffions of fatherly tendernefs for his people, paved
the way for a meffage to the Houfe, demanding a
vote of credit to {u]nl certain cncragements entered
mto, and concerted with the advice and concur-
rence of the laft parliament, for fecuring the trade
and navigation of the kingdom, and for refltoring and
preferving the peace of Europe. Though a debate
enfued vpon this meﬁ"agc the majority refolved that
an addrefs thould be prefented to his Majefty, de-
claring the duty and fidelity of the Commons, their
entire confidence in his royal care and goodnefs, and
their readinels to enable his Vlajelty to fulfil his en.
gagements. A vote of credit pafled accordingly.
During this feffion, the peers were chiefly employed
in examining copies of feveral treaties and alliances
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which the King fubmitted to their perufal: they
likewife prepared a bill for amending the ftatute of
limitation, which, however, did not pafs into a
law: they confidered the ftate of the national debt;
afubjeét fruitful of debates : they paffed the mutioy-
bill, and thofe that were fent up from the Commons,
touching the fupplies; together with an a&, obliging
fhips arriving from infected places to perform qua-
rantine; and fome others of a-more private nature,
Thefe bills having received the royal affent, the
King clofed the feffion on the twenty-eighth day of
May , when he thanked the Commons for the effec-
tual fupplies they had raifed, and in particular, for
having empowered him to borrow five hundred
thoufand pounds for the difcharge of wages due
to the feamen employed in the navy.

§ VIIL Eogland was at this period quite barren of
remarkable events. The King’s uncle, Ernelt Auv-
guftus, Prince of Brunfwick, Duke of York, and
Bifhop of Ofnabruck, died on the third day of
Auvgult, and was fucceeded in the bifbopric by
the Hle@or of Cologn, according to the pactum
by which Ofnabruck is alternately pofiefled by the
houfe of Brunfwick and that Ele@tor. In the be-
ginning of December, his Majelty’s eldeft fon Prince
Frederic arrived in England from Hanover, where
be had hitherto refided , was introduced into the
privy-council , and created Prince of Wales. Signior
Como , refident from the Duke of Parma, was
ordered to quit the kingdom, becaufe his mafler
paid to the Pretender the honors due to the King
of Great-Britain. The congrefs opened at Soifions,
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for determining all difputes among the powers of cuaAP.
Europe, proved ineffe¢tnal. Such difficulties oc- iv.
curred in fettling and reconciling fo many different 1728 .
pretenfions and interefts, that the contradting parties i
in the alliance of Hanover propofed a provifional :
treaty , concerning which no definitive anfwer was
given as yet by the courts of Vienna and Madrid.
The fate of Europe, therefore, continued in ful
penfe : the Englifh fleet lay ina@ive and rotting n
the Welt-Indies : the failors perithed miferably,
without daring to avenge their country’s wrongs;
while the Spanifh croifers committed depredations
with impunity on the commerce of Great-Britain.
The court of Spain, at this jun&ure, feemed cold
and indifferent with regard to a pacification with
England. 1t had renewed a good underftanding
with France, and now firengthened its intereft by
a double alliance of marriage with the royal family
of Portugal. The infanta of this houfe was betrothed
to the Prince of Afturias: while the Spanifh Infanta,
formerly affianced to the French King, was now
matched with the Prince of Brafil, eldeft fon of 1
his Portuguefe Majefty. In the month of January,
the two courts met in a wooden houfe built over
the little river Coya , that feparates the two king-
doms, and there the princeffes were exchanged.

§ IX. The parliament of Great-Britain mecting
according to their laft prorogation on the tweaty-
firlt day of Januvary , the King in his fpeech com-
municated the nature of the negociation at the
congrefs. He demanded fuch fupplies as might
enable him to a& vigoroufly in concert with his
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allies, provided his endeavours to eftablifh an ad-
vantageous peace fhould mifcarry; and he hinted,

that the dilatory conduc of the courts of 'hcnna
and Madrid proceeded in a great meafure from the
hopes that were given, of creating difcontents and
divifions among the fubjecs of Great-Britain. This
fugeeftion was a minilterial artifice to inflame the
zeal and refentment of the nation, and intimidate
the members in the oppofition. Accordingly the
hint was purfued, and in the addreffes from both
Houfes, that could not fail of being agreeable,

confidering the manner in which they were dictated,

particular notice was taken of this article: both
Peers and Commons exprefled their deteftation and
abhorrence of thofe, who, by fuch bafe and un.
natural artifices, fuggefted the means of diftrefling
their country, and clamored at the inconveniencies
which they themfelves had occafioned. In thefe
addrefles, likewife , the parliament congratulated
his Majefty on the arrival of the Prince of Wales
in his Britith dominions ; and the Commons fent a
particular compliment to his royal highnefs on
that occafion. The eftimates having been exa-
mined in the ufual form, the Houfe voted fifteen
thoufand feamen for the enfuing year ; but the
motion for continuing the fame number of land-
forces which had been allowed in the preceding
year, was not carried without difpute. All the
arguments againt a fanding army in time of
peace, as inconfiltent with the Britifh conflitu-
tion , and dangerous to the libertics of the
people , were repeated with great vivacity by
Mr.

[
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Mr. Shippen and Mr. W. Pulteney. Thefe, how-
ever, were anfwered, and reprefented as abfurd,
by Mr. Horatio Walpoleand Vir. D. two ftaunch
adherents of the minifler. The firft bad, in defe
pite of nature, been employed in different nego-
ciations , he was blunt, aukward, and flovenly : an
orator without eloquence , an ambaffador without
digmty, and a plenipotentiary without addrefs.
The other had patural pares and acquired know-
ledge; {poke with confidence; and in difpute was
vain, farcaftic, petulant, and verbofe.

§ X. The fubfidies to Sweden, Helfe-Caflel, and
Wolfenbuttel were continued, notwithftanding the
remonftrances of Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr. Lutwyche ,
and Mr. Pulteney; which laft obferyed, that as
the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel , and the Duke of
Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel, ufvally: maintained a cer-
tain number of troops in their pay, it was but
reafonable that Great-Britain (hould defray no more
than the expenfe of the additional forces which
thofe powers had raifed, in confequence of their
conventions with the King of England. Sir Robert
Walpole perceiving that this remark made an im-
preflion on the Houfe, thought it neceffary to
vindicate his meafure: he expatiated upon the wil
dom of the late King, in concluding the Hanover
alliance. He affirmed that the convention with
Heffe-Caffel had prevented a war in the empire,
for which the court of Vienna had made great pre.
parations : that the ¥imperor had not only augmented
his own forces by the help of Spanifh {ublidies, but
alfo retained the troops of three electors; and if he

Vor. 11L Ce
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had not been over-awed by the Heffians, would
certainly have rejected the preliminaries, and all
other advances towards a pacification: that, there-
fore, they ought not to grudge an expenfe which
had already proved fo beneficial to the tranquillity
of Europe. Sir Jofeph Jekyll replied, that whatever
glofs might be put upon fuch meafures, they were
repugnant to the maxims by which England in
former times had fteered and fquared its condud
with relation to its intereft abroad : that the navy
was the natural {trength of Great-Britain —its beft
defence and fecurity: but if, in order toavoid a war
they fhould be fo free-hearted as to buy and main-
tain the forces of foreign princes, they were never
like to fee an end of fuch extravagant expenfes.
This geutleman, who exercifed the office of mafier
of the Rolls, had approved himfell a zealous de-
fender of Whig-principles, was an able lawyer, a
fenfibie [peaker, and a confcientions patriot. The
fupplies were raifed by a continuation of the land-
tax, the duties upon malt, cider, and perry, an
additional impofition on unmalted corn ufed in dif-
tilling, and by fale of aonuties to the Bank not
exceeding fifty thoufand pounds per annnm.

§ XI. Petitions were delivered to the Houfe of
Commons from the merchants of London, Liver-
pool, and Briftol, complaining of the interruptions
they had fuffered in their trade for feveral years, by
the depredations of the Spaniards in the Weft-lndies.
Thefe being confidered, the Houfe ordered the lords
of the Admiralty to produce the other memorials of
the fame kind which they had received, thas they
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mightbe laid before the congrefs at Soiffons: then they
addrefied his MajeRty for copies of all the letters and
wftructions which had been fent to Admiral Hofier,
and thofe who fucceeded him in the command of
the Weft-India fquadron. Mr. Oglethorpe having
been informed of fhocking cruelties and oppretlions
exercifed by gaolers upon their priloners, moved for
an examinationinto chefe praflices, and was chofen
chairman of a committee appointed to inquire into
the ftate of the gaols of the kingdom. They began
with the Fleet-prifon; which they vifited ina body :
there they found Sir William Rich; Baronet, loaded
with irons, by order of Bambridge the warden, to
whom he had given fome flight caufe of offence.
They made a difcovery of many inhuman barbari-
ties, which had been committed by that ruffian, and
detected the molt iniquitous fcenes of fraud, villany,
and extortion. When the report was made by the
committee ; the Houle unanimoufly refolved, tha¢
Thomas Bambridge,; a&ing warden of the Fleet;
had wiltully permitted feveral debtors to efcape ; had
been guilty of the molt notorious breaches of truft,
great extoruons, and the highelt crimes and mifs
demeanours in the execution of his office : that he
had arbitrarily and unlawfully loaded with irons,
put into dungeons,and deftroyed prifoners for debt,
under his charge, treating them in the moft barbarous
and cruel maoner, in high violation and contempt of
the laws of the kingdom. John Huggins, Efquire,
who had been warden of the Fleet-prifon, was fub.
je&ed to a refolution of the fame nature. The
Houfe prefented an addrefs to the King, defiring
Cc 2
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he would dire@ his attorney-general forthwith to
profecute thefe perfons and their accomplices, who
were committed prifoners to Newgate. A bill was
brought in, difabling Bambridge to exccute the
office of warden; another for the better regulating
the prifon of the Fleet; and for more effe@ualiy
preventing and punifhing arbitrary and illegal prac.
tices of the warden of the faid prifon’.

§ XIL Other merchants complained by petition
of the loffes fuftained by the Spaniards. The Houle,
in a grand committee , deliberated on this fubjedt,
inquired into the particulars, examined evidence,
and drew up an addrefs to the King, defiring his
Majefty would be gracionfly pleafed to ufe his
utmoflt endeavonss for preventing fuch depredations;
for procuring juft and reafonable fatisfaction; and
for fecuring to his fubjeds the free exercife of com-
merce and navigation to and from the Britifh colonies
in America. The King affured them he would ufe
his beft endeavours to anfwer the defires and ex-
pecations of his people , in an affair of fo much
importance; and they, in another addrefs, thanked
him for his gracious anfwer. They did not, however,
receive {uch a fatisfactory reply to a former addrefs,
touching the fum of fixty thoufand pounds that had
been ftated in the public account, without fpeci-
fication of the particular ufcs to which it was
applied. His Majefty gave them to underftand that

3 ~ . "

It afterwards appeared that fome of the members of this
inqueft were actuated by other motives than thofe they profele
{ed; and the committee was futfered to fink into oblivion.
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the money had been iffued and difburfed for fecret cuap.
{ervices ; and that a diftinét and particular account  1v.
of the diftribution ofit could notbe given without 1728
a manifeft prejudice to the public. A bill was pre-
pared for the more effectual preventing bribery and
corruption in elections for members of parliament;
and ic paffed through the Houfe without oppofition:
but their attention was chietly employed upon the
Spanifh depredations, which had raifed a great
clamor through the whole kingdom, and excited
very warm difputes in parliament; for they were
generally reputed the fruits of negligence, incapacity,
or want of vigor in the minifters. The Commons
having made further progrefs in the inquiry, and
received frefh petitions from the merchants, pafled
fome refolutions, in which the Spauniards were ac-
culed of having violated the treaties fubfifting be-
tween the two crowns; and with having treated
inhumanly the mafters and crews of fhips belonging
to Great-Britain. They juftified the irflructions
given to Admiral Hofier, to feize and detain the
flota and galleons of Spain, uatil juftice and fatis-
faction fhould be rendered to his MVajefty and his
allies ; nay , even declared that fuch feizure would
have been juft, prudent, and necelfary, tending to
prevent an open rupture, and to preferve the peace
and tranquillity of Hurope. They agaia addrelfed
the King to ufe his endeavours to procure fatis-
faction; and he promifed to comply with their requeft.
§ XIII. Mr. Scroope, member for Briftol, mo-
vedfor an addrefs, entreating his Majelty to order an
account of the produce of the civil-lilt-revenues
Cc3
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for one year to be laid before the Houfe. The
addrefs was prefented, the account produced, and
the Houfe, in a grand committee, took this affair
into confideration. The courticrs aftfirmed that they
fell (hort of the eight hundred thoufand pounds
fectled upon his Majefty; and Mr. Scroope propofed
that the {um of one hundred and fifteen thoufand
ounds fhould be granted to the King, on account
of thofe deficiencies and arrears. The motion was
vigoroufly oppofed by Mr. Pulteney and other
members. They exprefled their furprife thatit fhould
be made fo late in the feflion, when no further de-
mand of money could be reafonably expected; and
they faid it was the more extraordivary, becaufe
it appeared in the former feflion, from the exami-
pation of the accounts then before the Houlfe, that
the revenues of the civil-lift produced yearly a much
greater fum than that for which they were given.
Mr. Pulteney moved that the accounts and papers
fhould be referred to the examination of a [felect
committee , properly empowered to inveftigate the
truth. The minifters oppofed this motion; and the
queltion being put, it pafled in the negative. The
majority voted the fum demanded; and inabill for
fettling the price of imported corn, they inferted
the refolution for granting to his Majefty thefum
of one hundred and fifteen thoufand pounds, on
account of arrears due on the civil-lift revenues.

§ XIV. The Houfe of Lords having prepared a
bill for the more effetual punihment of forgery,
which was paffed into a law, and ordered the judges
to bring in another,on the reportof a committee
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appointed to confider the cafe of imprifoned debt-
ors, at length deliberated upon the ftate of the
nation , particularly the pofitive demand made by
the court of Spain for the reftitution of Gibraltar,
grounded on a letter written by the late king to his
Catholic Majelty. From a copy of the letter laid
before the Houfe, it plainly appeared that King
George . bhad confented to this reftitution. A mo-
tion being made for a refolution, importing, that
for the honor of his Majelty, and the prefervation
and fecurity of the trade and commerce of the king-
dom, effectual care fhould be taken in the prefent
treaty that the King of Spain fhould renounce all
claim and pretenfion to Gibraltar and Minorca, in
plain and ftrong terms, a debate enfued, and the
queflion being put, pafled in the negative, though
not without a proteft. Then the majority refolved,

that the Houfe did entirely rely upon his Majelty,

that he would, for maintaining the honor and fe-
curing the trade of this kingdom, take effectual
care in the prefent treaty to preferve his undoubted
right to Gibraltar and Minorca. When the Houfe
examined the papers relating to the Spanifh depre-
dations, many fevere refiections were uttered againft
the conduct of the miniftry; and a motion was made,
to relolve that Hofier's expedition was an unreafon-
able burden on the nation : but this too was rejected
and occafioned another proteft. Nor did the claufe
in the corn-bill, for granting one hundred and fifteen
thoufand pounds to his Majefty, pals through the
Houfe of Peers without warm oppofition. Divers
lords alledged, that, inftead of a deficiency in the
Cc 4
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civil.lit-revenues, there was a confiderable furplus:
that this was a new grant, and a new burden on
the people : that the nation was loaded , not to
complete, but to augment the fum defigned for the
civil hift ; and this at a time when the public debts
were increafed , when the taxes were heavily felt
in all parts of the country; when the foreign trade
of Britain was incumbered and diminifhed ; when
her manufadtures were dccay&d‘ her poor multi
plied ; and fhe was furrounded by mavny other na-
tional calamitics. They obferved, that if the pro.
duce of the civil-hft revenue fhould not amount to
the yearly fum of eight bundred thoufand pounds,
the deficiency muft bn made good to his Majelty by
the public; whereas no ;t:o’\m(.n was made, by
which, if lhc produce of thefe revenues (hould ex-
ceed that fum, the furplus could accrue to the benes
fit of the public: that, by this precedent, not only
real deficiencies were to be made good, but allo
fupplies were to be given for arrears flanding out
at the end of every year, which fhould come on
before the fupplies could be granted, though the
fupply ‘1_,wcn to make good arrears in one year
would certainly 1ncreafe the furplufages in another:
that the revenues of the civil-lift were variable in
their own nature; and even when there is a defi-
cicncy in the produce, there might be arrears in the
receipt: thefe mightbe Lafl} increafed by the man-
agement of defigning minifters, by private directions
to receivers, and by artiul methods ef ftating accounts.
All thefe arguments, and other objections equally
ftrong and plaufible, againft this unconfcionable and
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unparliamentary motion , ferved only to evince the
triumph of the miniftry over fhame and fentiment,
their contempt of public fpirit, and their defiance
of national repreach *.

§ XV. The King had on the twenty-fourth day
of March, given the royal affent to five bills;
and on the fourteenth day of May the fame fanc-
tion was given to thirty other bills , includingan
act, enabling the Queen to be regent in the king-
dom during his Majefty’s abfence, without taking
the oaths; and another for the relief of infolvent
debtors. At the fame time two-and thirty private
bills were paffed: then the King expreffed his ap-
probation of the parliament, fignified his intention
to vifit his German dominions, and ordered the
Chancellor to prorogue both Houfes. His Majefty
baving appointed the Queen regent of the realm,
fet out for Hanover, on the feventeenth day of
May in order to remove apetty mifunderftanding,
which had happened between that electorate and
the court of Berlin. Some Hanoverian fubjects
had been prefled or decoyed into the fervice of
Pruffia; and the regents of Hanover had feized cer-
tain Pruffian officers, by way of reprifal. The
whole united kingdom of Great-Britain at this junc-
ture enjoyed uninterrupted repofe; and commerce
continued toincreafe, in fpite of all refirition and

* The peers that diftinguifhed themfelves in the eppofition
were Beaufort, Strafford , Craven, Foley, Lichfield, Scarfdale,
Gower, Mountjoy, Plymonth, Bathurft. Northampton,
Coventry, Oxford and Mortimer, Willoughby de Broke,

1

Boyle , and Warrington.
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difcouragement. The people of Ireland found
themiclves happy under the government of Lord
Carteret; and their parliament , alfembling in the
month of September, approved themfelves the fa-
thers of their country. They eftablifhed funds for the
difcharge of their national debt, and for maintaining
the expenfe of government : they enacted wholefome
laws for the encouragement of manufuctures, trade,
and agriculture ; and they formed wife regulations
in dificrent branches of civil economy. Some time
after this feflion, which was condudted with o much
barmony and patriotifm, Lord Carteret returned
to England; and was fucceeded by the Duke of
Dorfet in the government of that kingdom. In
the month of May , Charles Lord Town(hend re-
figned the feals, which were given to Colonel
Stanhope now created Earl of Harrington ; fo that
Sir R. W. now reigned without a rival. James
Earl of Waldegrave was appointed ambaflador to
the court of France, which, about that time, was
filled with joy by the birth of a dauphin.

§ XVL In the month of September, Vidor
Amadeus, King of Sardinia, refigned his crown to
his fon Charles Emanuel, Prince of Piedmont. The
father referved to himfelf a revenue of one hundred
thoufand piftoles per annum, retired to the caftie
of Chamberry, and efpoufed the Countels Dowager
of St. Sebaftian, who declined the title of queen,
but affumed that of Marchionefs of Somerive.
Though the congrefs at Soiffons proved abortive,
conferences were begun at Seville, between the
Plenipotentiaries of England, France, and Spain;
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and a treaty was concluded on the ninth day of cmar.
November, not only without the concurrence of  yv,
the Emperor, but even contrary to his right, as 1733
eftablifhed by the quadruple alliance. On this fub-

je& he communicated an imperial commifforial
decree to the fiates of the empire alfembled in the

diet at Ratifbon, which was anfwered by the French
minifter de Chavigny. In October Peter 11, Czar

of Mufcovy, and grand-fon of Peter I. died in the
fifteenth year of his age, at NMofcow, and was
fucceeded on the Ruffian throne by the Princels

Anne Ivanowna, fecond daughter of John Alexo-

witz, elder brother of the firft Peter, and widow

of Frederic William Duke of Courland. The fol-
lowing month was rendered remarkable by the

death of Pope Benedi¢t XI1II. in whofe room Car-

dinal Laurence Corfini was raifed to the pontficate,

and affumed the name of Clement XII.

§ XVIL. The Britith parliament affembling on
the thirteenth day of January, the King gave
them to underfiand, that the peace of Europe
was now eftablifhed by the treaty of Seville, built
upon the foundation of former treaties, and tending
torender more effectual what the contracting powers
in the quadruple alliance were before engaged to
fee performed. He affured them that all former
conventions made with Spaininfavor of the Britifh
trade and navigation were renewed and confirmed :
that the free uninterrupted exercife of their com-
merce was. reftored : that the court of Spain had
agreed to an ample reflitution and reparation for
unlawful feizures and depredations: that all rights,
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privileges, and poffeflions, belonging to him and
his allies, were folemuly re-eftablifhed , confirmed,
and guaranteed, and that not one conceflion was
made to the prejudice of his fubjects. He told them
he had givea orders for reducing a great number
of his landforces , and for laying up great parcofthe
flect; and obferved that there would bea confiderable
faving in the expenfe of the current year. After
both Houfes had prefented their addrefles of thanks
and congratulation to the King on the peace of
Scville, the Lords took that treaty into confider-
ation, and 1t did not pals inquiry without fevere
animadverfion.

§ XVIIL. The lords in the oppofition excepted
to the article by which the merchants of Great-Britain
were obliged to make proof of their loffes at the
court of Spain. They faid this flipulation was a
hard(hip upon Britifh fubjects, and difhonorable to
the nauon: that few would care to undértake fuch
a troublefome and expenfive journey, efpecially
as they had reafon to apprebend their claims would
be counterbatanced by the Spaniards; and, afterall,
they would have no more but the {lender comfort
of hoping to obtain that redrefs by commiffaries
which they had not been able to procure by pleni-
potentiaries  They thought it very extraordinary,
ghat Great-Britain fhould be bound to ratify and
guarantee whatever agreement fhould be made
between the King of Spain and the Dukes of Parma
and Tufcany, cencerning the garrifons once efta-
blithed in their countries: that the Englifh (hould
be obliged to aflift in effetuating the introdudion of
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fixthoufand Spani(h troopsinto the towns of Tufcany
and Parma, without any fpecification of the methods
to be taken, or the charge tobe incurred in giving
that affitance : that they fhould guarantee for ever,
not only to Don Carlos, but even to all his fucceffors,

the pofleffion of the eftates of Tulcany and Parma; a

ftipulation which in all probability would involve
Great-Britain in endlefs quarrels and difputes, about
acountry with which they had no concern. They
affirmed that the treaty of Seville, infiead of confis-
ming other treaties, vras contradidtory to the qua-
druple alliance, particularly in the article ofintro-
ducing Spanifh troopsinto Tufcany and Parma, in
the room of neutral forces ftipulated by the former al-
liance ; and agreeing that they fhould there remain
until Don Carlos and his fucceffors [hould be fecure
and exempt from all events. They complained that
thefe alterations, from the tenor of the guadruple
alliance were made without the concurrence of the
Emperor, and even without inviting him to ac-
cede ; an affront which might alienate his friendfhip
from England, and hazard the lofs of fuch an an-
cient, powerful , and faithful ally: they declared
that throughout the whole treaty there feemed to
be an artful omiflion of any exprefs ftipulation,

" to fecure Great-Britain in her right to Gibraltar

and Minorca, Such was the fubftance of the ob-
jections made to the peace: then Lord Bathurft
moved for a refolution, thattheagreement on the
treaty of Seville, to fecure the fucceflion of Don
Carlos to the duchies of Tufcany, Parma, and Placen-
tia, with Spanifh troops, wasamanifeft violation of
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the fifth article of the quadruple alliance, tending
to involve the nation in a dangerous and expenfive
war, and to deftroy the balance of power in Furope.
The queftion was put, and the motion rejected.
Such too was the fate of two other motions, to
refolve that Great- Britain’s right of fovereignty,
dominion, poffeffion, and claim to Gibraltar and
Minorca, were not afcertained by the treaty of Sevil-
le and that the ftipulations inthat treaty for repair-
ing the loffes of the Britifh merchants were infuffici-
ent and precarious. The majerity, far from ftigma-
tizing this tranfaction, refolved, that the treaty did
contain all neceffary ftipulations for maintaining
and fecuring the honor , dignity, rights, and pol-
fcMons of the crown: that all due care was taken
therein for the fupport of the trade of the kingdom ,
and for repairing the lofles fuftained by the Britifh
merchants, On thefe refolutions an addrefs of ap-
probation was founded: but, when a motion was
made for an addrefs to his Vajefty , that he would
order tobe laid before the Houfe alilt of all penfions
pavable to the crown, it was immediately refolved
in the negative. Divers contelts of the fame kind
arofe upon the mutiny-bill, the penfion-bill, and
the maintenance of the twelve thoufand Heffians;
but the miniftry bore down all oppofition, thovgh
their triumphs were clogged with vigorous proteits,
which did not fail to make impreffion upon the
body of the people.

§ XIX. Norwas the fuccefs of the court-intereft in
the Houfe of Commonsaltogether pure, and free from
exception and difpute. When the charge of the
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land. forces fell under the confideration of the Com-
mons, and Mr. Henry Pelham, fecretary at war,
moved that the number of effe&ive men for the land-
fervice of the enfuing year thould be fixed at feven-
teen thoufand feven hundred and nine, Mr. Pulteney
infifted upoa its being reduced to twelve thoufand.
Mr. Shippen affirmed, that, IMr. Pelham’s motion
was a flat negative to the addrefs for which he voted
on the firlt day of the feflion, asit plainly implied a
diftruft of the validity of the late treaty, which he
then aflured the Houfe would immediately produce
all the bleffings of an abfolute peace ; and deliver the
kingdom from the apprehenfions and inconveniencies
ofa war. He faid the motion tended dire@ly towards
the eftabliftiment of an army in Great-Britain, which
he hopedwould never be fo farGermanized,as tamely
to fubmit to a military government. He obferved that
the nation could have no occafion for all the troops
that were demanded, confidering the glorious{cene
ofaffairs which was now opened to all Europe.“ They
“ are not neceffary (faid he to awe Spain into a firm ad-
% herence to its own treaty; they are not neceffary to
% force the Emperor into an immediate acceflion; nor
“ are they in any fort necelfary for the fafety of hisMa.
“ jefty’s perfon and government. Forceand violence
“ arethe refort of u furpers and tyrants only; becaufe
“ they are, with good reafon, diftruftful of the
“ people whom they opprefs ; and becaufe they
“ have no other fecurity for the continuance of
“ their unlawful and unnatural dominion, than what
“ depends entirely on the firength of their armies.”
The motion, however, was carried in the affirmative.

-
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§ XX. Another warm debate was excited by a
bill which the courtiers broughtin, to prevent any
fubjeds of Great - Britain from advancing fums of
money to foreign princes or ftates, without baving
obtained licence from his Majelty , under his privy-
feal , or fome greater authority. The minifter pre-
tended thatthis law was propofed to difable the Eme
peror, who wanted to borrow a great fum of the
Englith merchants, for raifing and maintaining troops
to difturb the tranquillity of Europe. The bill con-
tained a claufe, empowering the King to prohibit
by proclamation all fuch loans of money, jewels,
or bullion : the Attorney-General was empowered
to compel, by Englifh bill, in the court of Exchequer,
the effectual difcovery , on oath, ofany fuch loans;
and it wasenacted , thatin default ofan anfwer to-any
fuch bill the court fhould decree a limited fum againft
ulteney,
, and
| com-

the perfon refufing to anfwer. IVI. Daniel I
a gentleman of uncommon talents and abi!
particularly::cqunintcd with every bras
merce , argued ftrenuoufly again(t thi
reftraint upon trade that would render Hotland the
market of Europe, and the mart of money to the
nations of the continent. Hefaid, that this gencral
prohibition, extending to all princes, ftatwes, or

otentates, the Englifh were totally difabled from
affilting their beft allies : that among others the
King of Portugal frequently borrowed money of
the Englifh merchantsrefiding within his dominions
that while the licenfing power remained in the
¢rown , the licences would be iffued through the
bands of the minifter, who by this new trade
might
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might gain twenty, thirty, or forty thoufand a- year:
that the bill would render the Exchequer a court
of inquifition ; and that whillt it reftrained our mer-
chants from affifting the princes and powers of Eu-
rope, it permitted our ftock-jobbers to trade in their
funds without interruption.  Other arguments of
equal weight were enforced by Mr. Barnard, a mer-
chant of London, who perfe@ly underflood trade
i all its branches, fpoke with judgment and pre-
cifion, and upon all occafions Pceaciiiy adhered to
the interefls and libertics of his country.  After
having explained his reafons, he declared he (hould
never confent to a bill which be deemed a violation
of our fundamental laws, a breach of our deareft
liberties, and a very terrible hardthip on mankind.
Sir William Wyndham diftingunifhed Him{elf on the
fame fide of the queltion: the bill was vindicated by
Sir Robert Walpole, VIr. Petham, and Sir I"hiiip
*Yorke , attorney - general ; and being fupported by
the whole weight of minifterial influence, not on-y
paffed through the E-muw, Lnt was afterwards
enacted into a lﬂw

§ XXI. The fubfidies were continued to the Land-
grave of Helle- Call 1 and the Duke of Brunfwick-
Wolfenbuttel, in fpite of all that could be urged
againft thefe extran cous incumberances; and the fup-
ply for the enfuing year was granted according to the
eftimates which the miniftry thought proper to pro-
duce, amounting to about two millions two hundred
and eighty thoufand pounds. It muft be owned,
however, for the credit of this feffion, that the Houfe
appropriated one million of the furpiufesarifing frons

Vor. IIL . 2d

ce
5

CHAZPD

V.
179,




BOOK

1.
1729«

40z HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

the finking fund towards th difcharge of the na
tional debt: and by another ac extinguifbed the
duties upon fale, by which expedient the fubje& was
eafled of a heavy burden, not only in being freed
from the du:y, but alfo from a confiderable charge
of falaries given to a great number of officers em-
ployed to colleé this impofition. They likewile
encouraged the colony of Carolina with an ad,
allowing the planters and traders of that province
to export rice direct!y to any part of Europe fouth-
ward of Cape Finiftere; and they permitted falt from
Furope to be imported into the colony of New-
York. The term of the exclufive trade granted by
a& of parliament to the Eaft - India LO:.,p.my draw-
ing towards a period , many confiderable merchants
and others made application for being incorporated
and velted with the privilege of trading to thofe
countries , propofing to lay that branch of trade
opento all the fubjects of Great - Britain , on certain
conditions. In cnnﬁderntinn of an act of parhament
for this purpofe, they offerec 1 to advance three mil-
lions two hundred thom.m: younds, for redeeming
the fund and trade of the prefent Ealt India company.
This propofal was rejected ; and the exclufive prm-
Iegc velted in the company was, by ac of P.'EI;I;.-‘
ment, protracted to the year one ¢ mufan;i feven hun-
dred and fixty - fix, upon the following conditions:
That they fhould pay iato the Exchequer the fum of
two hundred theufand pounds towards the fupplies
of the year, without interet or addition to their
capital ftock: That the annuity or yearly fund of
one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, payable

T
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to them from the public, fhould be reduced to ¢ ua p.
one hundred and twenty-eight thoufand: That al v,
ter the year one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-

fix, their right to the exclufive trade (hould be liable

to be taken away by parliament, on three years
notice, and repayment of their capital. :

§ XXIL. On the fifteenth day of May the King Aaa. 1710

went to the Houfe of Peers, and clofed the feffion.

In his fpeech he exprefled his joy, that, notwith-
ftanding all the clamors which were raifed , the
parliament had approved of thofe matters which fell

under their conflideration; a circumftance which ,

he faid , could not fail to infpire all mankind with

a jult deteflation of thofe incendiaries , who, by
fcandalous libels , labored to alienate the affe&ions

of his people; to fill their minds with groundlefs
jealoufies and unjuft complaints, in difhonor of

him and his government, and in defiance of the

fenfe of both Houfes of parliament *. The Emperor

was fo much incenfed at the infult offered to himin

the treaty of Seville, with refpe to the garrifons

of Tufcany and Parma , that he prohibited the

5 In the courfe of this feifion the Commons paffed a bill
for making more effectual the law: in being, for difabling
perfons from being chofen members of parliament who en-
joyed any penfion during pleafure, or for any nomber of
years , or any offices holden in truft for them , by obliging all
perfons hereafter to be chofen to ferve for the commons in par-
liament, to take the oath therein mentioned. In all probabi.
lity this bill would not have made its way through the Houfe
of Commons , had not the minifter been well affured it would
ftick with the Upper - Houfe , where it was rejected at the
fecond reading , though not without violent oppofition.
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fubjecs of Great -Britain from trading in his domi-
nions: he began to make preparations for war, and
actually detached bodies of troops to Italy, with
fuch difpatch as had been very feldom exerted by
the houfe of Aufiria. Yet the article of which he
complained was not fo much a real injury as an
affront put upon the head of the empire ; for the
eventual fucceflion to thofe Italian duchies had been
fecared to the Infant, Don Carlos, by the quadru-
ple alliance ; and all that the Emperor required,
was, that this prince fhould receive the inveftiture
of them as fiefs of the empire.

§ XXI1IL In Great - Britain, this year was not dif-
tinguifhed by any tranfaction of great moment.
Seven chiefs of the Cherokee nations of Indians in
America were brought to England by Sir Alexan-
der Cumin. Being introduced to the King, they
laid their crown and regalia at his feet; and by an
authentic deed acknowledged themfelves fubjects
to his dominion, in the name of all their compatriots,
who had vefted them with full powers for this pur-
pofe. They were amazed and confounded at the
riches and magunificence of the (h court: they
compared the King and Queen to the Sun and
Moon, the princes to the ftars of heaven, and them-
felves to nothing. They gave their affentin the molt
folemn manner to articles of friendfhip and com-
merce, propofed by the lords commiffioners for
trade and plantations ; and being loaded with pre-
fents of neceffaries, arms, and ammunition, were
reconveyed to their own country, which borders on
the province of South - Carolina. In the month of
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September a furprifing revolution was effeGted at
Conftantinople , without bloodfhed or confufion.
A few mean Janiffaries difplayed a flag in the ftreets,
exclaiming that all true Muflulmen ought to follow
them, and affilt in reforming the government. They
foon increafed to the number of one hundred thou-
fand, marched to the Seraglio, and demanded the
Grand Vizier, the Kiaja, and Capitan Pacha. Thefe
unhappy miniflters were immediately firangled.
Their bodies being delivered to the infurgents, were
dragged through the fireets ; and afterwards thrown
tothe dogs to be devoured. Not contented with this
facrifice, the revolters depofed the Grand Signor
‘Achmet, who was confined to the famé prifon from
whence they brought his nephew Machmut, and
raifed thislalt to the throne, after he had lived feven-
and - twenty years in confinement.

§ XXIV, England was at this period infefted with
robbers, aflaflins, and incendiaries, the natural con-
fequences of degeneracy, corruption, and the want
of police in the interior government of the kingdom.
This defect, in a great meafure, arofe from anabfurd
notion, that laws neceffary to prevent thofe adts of
cruelty , violence, and rapine, would be incompa-
tible with the liberty of Britifh fubjedis; a notion
that confounds all diftin@tions between liberty and
brutal licentioufnefs, as if that freedom was defir-
able, in the enjoyment of which people find no fe-
curity for their lives or cflects. The peculiar depravi-
ty of the times was vifible even in the conduct of
thofe who preyed upon the commonwealth. Thie-

ves and robbers were now become more defperate
Dd 3
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and favage than ever they had appeared fince man-
kind was civilized. In the exercife of their rapine,
they wounded, maimed, and even murdered the
unhappy fufferers , through a wantonnefs of barba-
rity. ‘They circulated letters, demanding fums of
money from certain individuals, on pain of reduc-
ing their houfes to alhes, and their families to ruin;
and even fet fire to the houfe of a rich merchant in
Briftol, who had refufed to comply with their de-
mand. The fame f{pecies of villany was pradtifed in
different parts of the kingdom; fo that the govern-
ment wasobliged to interpofe, and offer a confider-
able reward for difcovering the ruffians concern-
ed in fuch execrable defigns.

§ XXV. In the fpeech with which the King open-
ed the [eflion of parliament on the twenty - firlt day
of January, he told them, that the prefent critical
conjuncture feemed in a very particular manner to
deferve their attention: thatas the tranfactions then
depending in the feveral courts of Europe were
upon the point of being determined, the great event
of peace or war might be very much affeGed by
their firlt refolutions, which were expected by diffe-
rent powers with great impatience. He faid, the
continuance of that zeal and vigor with which they
had hitherto fupported him and his engagements
muft at this time be of the greatelt weight and im-
portance, both with regard to his allies, and to thofe
who might be difpofed, before the feafon of action,
to prevent by an accommodation the fatal confe-
quences of a general rupture. The former fcene was
repeated. Both Houfes, in their addreffes, promifed
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to fupport his Majefty in all his engagements: yet
the members in the oppofition demonlirated the
ablurdity of promifing tofulfil engagements , before
they could poflibly know whether or not they were
for the fervice of Great-Britain. Another bill was
brought intd the Houfe of Commons, to prevent
penfioners from fitting as members of parliament ;
and, after athird reading, carried up to the Lords
for their concurrence. When the fupply fell under
confideration, the debates were renewed upon the
fubfidies to the Landgrave of Hefle- Caffel and the
Duke of Wolfenbuttel, which, however, were con-
tinued ; and every article was granted according to
the eftimates given in for the expenfe of the enfuing
year. Two petitions being prefented to the Com-
mons , reprefenting the delaysof juftice, occafioned
by the ufe of the Latin tongue in proceedings atlaw,
a bill was brought in for changing this practice, and
enacting , That all thofe proceffes and pleadings
fhould be entered in the Englifh language. Though
one would imagine that very little could beadvanc-
ed againft fuch aregulation, the bill met with warm
oppofition, on pretence that it would render ufelefs
the ancient records which were written in that lan-
guage, and introduce confufion and delay of juftice,
by altering the eftablihed form and method of
pleading : in fpite of thele objections , it paffed
through both Houles, and obtained the royal affent.
A great number of merchants from different parts
of the kingdom having repeated their complaints
of depredations and cruelties committed by the
Spaniards in the Weft-Indies, their petitions were
Dd 4
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referred to the confideration of a grand committee;
Their complaints upon examination appeared to be
well founded. The Houle prefented an addrefs to

Ul

the King, defiring his Majelty would be gracioufly
pleafed to continue his endeavour to nrevent fuch
depredations for the future; to procure full fatisfac-
tion for the damages already fuftained ; and to fe
cure to the Britifh fubjects the full and uninterropted
exercife of their trade and navigation to and from
the Britifh colonies in America. The bill againft
penfions produced a warm debate in the Houfe of
Lords, where it was violently oppofed by the Dukes
of Newcaftle and Argyle, the Earl of llay , and Dr.
Sherlock, Bifhop of Bangor. This prelate, in a
remarkable fpeech, reprefented it as a fcheme to
enlarge the power of the Houfe of Commons, and
to break the balance between the powers effential
to the confiitution, fo as fooner or later to prove
the ruin of the whole. The great barrier provided
againft bribery and corruption by this bill confifted
inan oath to be impofed onall members of the Lower
Houfe, by which they muft have folemnly fworn
and declared, that they had not diredly , nor indi-
rectly, any penfion during pleafure ; or for any num-
ber of years, or any office in part, orin the whole,
held for them, or for their benefit, by any perfons
whatfoever ; and that they would not accept any
fuch penfions or offices , without fignifying the fame
to the Houfe within fourteen days after they fhould
be received or accepted. The bill was vindicated
as juft and neceffury by the Earls of Winchelfea
and Strafford , Lord Bathurlt, and Lord Carteret,
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who had by this time joined as an auxiliary in the Bo O K

oppofition *. Iv.
§ XXVI. The Houfe of Peers proceeded to con-  173L

fider the ftate of the national debt: they read a bill

for the free importation of wool from Ireland into-

England, which was fiercely oppoled, and laid

afide, contrary to all the rules of found policy. They

palled the bill for carrying on proceedings at law -in

the Englifh langnage ; and a fruitlefs motion was

made by Lord Bathurft for an addrefs, to defire his

Majefty would give directions for difcharging the

Heffian troops that were in the pay of Great-Britain.

Onthe feventh day of May the parliament was pro-

rogued, after the King had given them to under-

ftand , that all apprehenfions of war were now hap-

pily removed, by a treaty figned at Vienna between

him and the Emperor. He {aid it was communicated

to the courts of France and Spain, as parties to the

¢ Nothing was heard within doors in parliament, but farcla.
caftic repartee and violent declamation between the two par-
ties, who did not confine their altercation to thefe debates,
a but tcok the field againft eath other in periodical papers, and
occafional pamphlets. The paper called the Crafifman had
already rifen into high reputation all over England for the wit,
humor, and folid reafoning it contained. Some of the beft
writers in the oppofition , including Lord Bolingbroke and Mr.
P. made ufe of this vehicle to convey their animadverfions
upon the minifter, who, on his fide, employed the moft
wretched fciibblers to defend his condu. It was in confe-
quence of two political pamphlets, written in oppofition to each
other, by Lord Hervey and Mr. P. and fome recrimination
they produced in the Houfe of Commons, that his lordfhip
challenged the other to fingle combat , and had well nigh loft
his life in the duel , which was fought in Hyde- Park.
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treaty of Seville, the execution of which it princi-
pally regarded ; and that it was likewile fubmitted
to the confideration of the States - General. He ob-
ferved , that the condicions and engagements into
which he had entered on this occafion were agree-
able to that neceflary concern which the Britifh na-
tion muft always have for the fecurity and preferva.
tion of the balance of power in Europe: and that
this happy turn, duly improved with a juft regard
to former alliances, yielded a favorable profped of
feeing the public tranquillity re - eftablifhed.

§ XXVIL In the month of January the Duke of
Parma died, after having madea will, in which he
declared his duchefs was three months advanced in
her pregnancy ; entreating the allied powers of Eu-
rope to have compaflion upon his people , and defer
the execution of their projects until his confort fhould
be delivered. In cale the child fhould be ftill born,
or die after the birth, he bequeathed his dominions
and allodial eftates to the Infant Don Carlos of Spain ;
and appointed five regents to govern the duchy.
Notwithftanding this difpofition, a body of Impe-
rial troops immediately took poffeffion of Parma and
Placentia, under the command of General Stampa,
who declared they (hould condué themfelves with
all poffible regularity and moderation, and leave
the adminiftration entirely to the regents whom the
Duke had appointed. They publicly proclaimed
in the market - place, that they took pofleffion
of thefe duchies for the Infant, Don Carlos :
and that if the Duchefs Dowager fhould not be
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delivered of a prince, the faid Infant might receive
the inveftiture from the Emperor whenever he
would, provided he fhould come without an army.
Though thefe fteps feemed to threaten an immediate
war, the King of Great- Britain and the States- Ge-
neral interpofed their mediation fo effectually with
the court of Vienna, that the Emperor defifted from
the profecution of his defign; and on the fixteenth
day of March concluded at Vienna a treaty with his
Britannic Majefty , by which he confented to with-
draw his troops from Parma and Placentia. He
agreed, That the King' of Spain might take poffef-
fion of thefe places in favor of his fon Don Carlos,
according to the treaty of Seville. Helikewifeagreed,
That the Oftend company which had given fuch
umbrage to the maritime powers, (hould be totally
diffolved , on condition that the contracting powers
concerned in the treaty of Seville fhould guarantee
the pragmatic fanction, or fucceflion of the Aufirian
hereditary dominions to the heirs female of the Em-
peror, in cafe he fhould die without male iffue.
The Dutch minifter refiding at the Imperial court
did not fubfcribe this treaty , becaufe, by the maxims
received in that republic, and the nature of her
government, he could not be vefted with full powers
fo foon as it would have been neceflary: never-
thelefs, the States- General were, by a feparate ar-
ticle, exprefsly named as a principal contracting

arty.

§ XXVIIL On the twenty-fecond day of July a
new treaty was figned at Vienna between the Em-
peror and Kings of Great- Britain and Spain, tending

CHAP.
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to confirm the former. In Augufta treaty of union
and defenfive alliance between the eleftorates of
Saxony and Hanover was executed at Drefden,
‘The court of Spain exprefling fome doubts with
regard to the pregnancy of the Duchels of Par-
ma, fhe underwent a formal examination by five
midwives of different nations, in prefence of the
older Duchefs Dowager, feveral ladies of quality,
three phyficians, and a furgeon; and was declar-
ed with child : neverthelels , after having kept]
all Europe in fufpenfe for fix months, fhe own.
ed fhe had been deceived; and General Stampa,
with the Imperial forces, took formal poffeflion of
the duchies of Parma and Placentia. Spain and the
Great Duke of Tufcany having acceded to the laft
treaty of Vienna, the crown of Great- Britain en-
gaged to equip an armament that (hould convoy Don
Carlos to his new dominions. Accordingly Sir Char-
les Wager failed with a ftrong fquadron from Portf-
mouth on the twenty - fixth day of Apguft; and in
September arrived at Barcelona, where being joined
by the Spanifh fleetand tranfports, they {ailed together
to Leghorn ; from whence the Admiral returned to
England. Don Carlas paffed through part of France,
and embarking at Antibes on board of the Spanifh gal-
lies, arrived at Leghornin December. Then the Impe-
rial General withdrew his forces into the Milanefe;
and the Infant took poffeflion of his new territories.

§ XXIX. During thefe tranfactions France was
diftracted by religious difputes, occafioned by the
bull unigenitus thundered againft the dodtrines of
Janfenius; a bull which had produced a {chifm in the
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“Gallican church, and wellnigh involved that coun- cHAP.
try in civil war and confufion. It was oppofed by  1v.
the parliaments and lay - tribunals of the kingdom;  173%
but many bifhops, and the Jefuits in general, were

its moft firenuous affertors. All the artifices of prieft-

craft were practifed on both fides, to inflame the
enthufiafm, and manage the fuperflition of the peo-

ple. Pretended miracles were wrought at the tomb

of Abbé Paris, who had died without accepting the

bull, confequently was declared damned by the ab-

bettors of that conftitution. Oun the other hand,

the Jefuits exerted all their abilities and induftry in
preaching againft the Janfenifts; in eftablifhing an

opinion of their fuperior fandity; and infpiring a

{pirit of quictifm among their votaries, who were
tranfported into the delirium of

f poffeffion, illumi-
nation , and fupernatural converfe, Thefe arts were
often ufed for the moft infamous purpofes. Female
enthufialts were wrought up to fuch a violence of
agitations, that nature fainted under the ftruggle,
and the pfeudo-faint feized this opportunity of vio-
lating the chaftity of his penitent. Such was faid to
.be the cafe of Vademoifelle 1a Cadiere, a young
gentlewoman of Toulon, abufed in this manuner by
the luft and villany of Pere Girard, a noted Jeluit,
who underwent a trial before the parliament of Aix,
and very narrowly efcaped the ftake.

§ XXX. The parliament of Great- Britain meeting
on the thirteenth day of January, the King in his
fpeech declared, that the general tranquillity of Eu-
rope was reftored and eflablifhed by the lalt treaty
of Vienna: that Don Carlos was acually poflefled
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of Parma and Placentia: that fix thoufand Spaniards
were quietly admitted and quartered in the duchy
of Tufcany, to fecure, by the exprefs confent and
agreement of the Great- Duke, the reverfion of his
dominions; and that a family - convention was made
between the courts of Spain and Tufcany, for
prelerving mutual peace and friendfhip in the two
houfes. He told the Commous, that the eltimates
for the fervice of the current year would be confi-
derably lefs than thofe of former years. He recom-
mended unanimity: he obferved that this govern-
ment had no fecurity but what was equally condu-
cive to their happinefs, and to'the prote&ion of his
people : that their profperity had no foundation but
in the defence and fupport of his government. “Our
“ fafety (faid he) is mutual, and our interefts are
“ infeparable.” The oppofition to the court-mea-
fures appears to have been uncommonly fpirited
during the courfe of this feflion. The minifler’s mo-
tions were attacked with all the artillery of elocu-
tion. His principal emiffaries were obliged to talk
their faculties to their full exertion, to puzzle and
perplex where they could not demonfirate and con-
vince, to mifreprefent what they could not vindi-
cate, and elude the arguments which they could not
refute.  In the Houfe of Commons Lord Hervey,
lately appointed vice- chamberlain of his Majefty’s
houfehold, made a motion for an addrefs of thanks,
in which they fhould declare their entire approba-
t‘ion of the King’s conduc, acknowledge the blel
fings they enjoyed under his government, exprefs
their confidence in the wifdom of his councils; and
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declare their readinefs to grant the neceffary {upplies.
This member, fon to the Earl of Brifiol, was a
nobleman of fome parts, which, kowever, were
more, {pecicus than folid. He condefcended to ac
as a fubaltern to the minifter, and approved himfelf
extremely active in forwarding all his defigns,
whether as a fecret emiffary or public orator; in
which laft capacity he appears to have been pert,
frivolous, and frothy. His motion was feconded b

Mr. Clutterbuck, and oppofed by Sir Wilfred Law-
fon, Mr. Shippen, Mr. W. Pulteney, Sir William
Wyndbam, and Mr. Oglethorpe. They did .not
argue againft a general addrels of thanks; but ex-
pofed the abfurdity and bad tendency of expref-
fions which implied a blind approbation of all the
meafures of the miniftry. Sir Wilfred Lawfon ob-
ferved, that notwithftanding the great things we
had done for the crown of Spain, and the favors we
had procured for the royal family of that kingdom,
little or no fatisfaction had as yet been received for
the injuries our merchants had {ultained from that
nation. IVr. Pulteney took notice, that the nation,
by becoming guarantee to the pragmatic fancion,
laid itfelf under an obligation to affift the Auftrian
family when attacked by any potentate whatever,
except the Grand Signor: that they might be at-
tacked when it would be much againft the ina
tereflt of the kingdom to engage itfelf in a war
upon any foreign account: that it might one day
be for the 1ntereft of the nation to join againft them,
in order to preferve the balance of Europe, the

eftablifhing of which had already coft England fuch
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immenfe {fums of mor -cy He inﬁ-"-cd upon the a
furdity of concluding fuch a number of mroaw!:ftcnt
treaties; and conclu ch with f.'\,vn g, that if affairs
abroad were now happily eftabli _,cJ the minifiry
which condudted thcm might be cummud toa pllot
who, t!muvh there wu'!cic,‘* {2 fe,nn 1 firaight chan-
nelinto port, yet took it in his head to carry the fhip
a great way 1bouw , through fands, rocks, and fhal-
lows; who, after lhwmg loft a great number of
feamen, deftroyed a great deal of tackle and ris geing,
and fub]eﬁcd the owners to an enormous e\peﬂfe,
at laft by chance hits the port, and triumphs in his
good conduét. Sir William Wyndham fpoke to the
fame purpofe. Mr. Oglethorpe, a gentleman of un-
blemilhed character, brave, generous, and hu-
mane, affirmed that many other things rel"*ed more
nearly to the honor and interelt of the nation than
did the guarantee of the pragmatic fn:uuou. He
faid be wifbed to have heard that the new works
at Dunkirk bad been entirely rafed and defiroyed:
that the nation had received fill and complete
fatisfaction for the depredations committed | by the
natives of Spain: that more care was taken in dif-
ciplining the militia, on whofe valor the nation
muft chiefly depend in cafe of an invafion; and
that fome regard had been fown to the oppref-
fed ‘proteftants in Germany. IHe exprefled his fatif-
faction to find “that the Enclifh were not fo clofe ly
united to France as fcm;cﬁ for he had generally

obferved,. that when two :!u-f\-; were in a leafh
Ogcther, the fironger generally ran away with

the
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the weaker; and this, he was afraid , had been the
cafe between France and Great-Britain. The motion
was vigoroully defended by Mr. Pelham, paymalter
of the forces, and brother to the Duke of New-
caftle, a man whofe greateft fault was his being
concerned in fupporting the meafures of a corrupt
miniftry. In other refpe@s he was liberal, candid,
benevolent, and even attached to the intereft of
his country, though egregioufly miftaken in his
notions of government. On this occafion he afferted
that it was no way inconfiftent with the honor of
dignity of that Houfe to thank his Majefty in the
molt particuiar terms for every thing he had been
pleafed to communicate in his fpeech from the
throne: that no expreffions of approbation in the
addrefls could be any way made ufe of to prevent
an inquiry into the meafures which had been pur-
fued, when the treaties fhould be laid before the
Houfe. He faid, at the opening of a feffion the
eyes of all Europe were turned towards Greats
Britain, and from the parliament’s firlt refolves all
the neighbouring powers judged of the unanimity
‘that would enfue between his Majefty and the
reprefentatives of his people: that their appearing
jealous or diffident of his Majefty’s conduct would
weaken his influence upon the councils of foreign
ftates and potentates, and perhaps put it out of
his power to rectify any faife ftep that might have
been made by his minifters. His arguments were
re-enforced by a long fpeech from Mr. H. Walpole.
The queftion was put, the motion carried; and
the addrefs prefented: _
Vor. IIL - Ee
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§ XXXI. The next fubject of debate was the
number of land-forces. When the fupply fell under
confideration, Sir W. Strickland, fecretary at war,
moved that the fame number which had been
maintained in the preceding year (hould be con-
tinued in pay. On the other band, Lord Morpeth

having demonftrated the danger to which the liber-.

ties of the nation might be expofed, by maintaining
a numerous (landing army in time of peace, made
a motion that the number fhould be reduced to
twelve thoufand. A warm difpute enfuing, was
managed in favor of the firft motion by Lord Hervey,
Sir Robert Walpole and his brother, Mr. Pelham,
and Sir Philip Yorke, attorney-general.” This gen-
tleman was counted a better lawyer than a politi-
cian, and fhone more as an advocate at the bar
than as an orator in the Houfe of Commons. The
laft partifan of the miniftry was Sir Wiliiam Yonge,
one of the lords commiflioners of the Treafury; a
man who rendered himfelf ferviceable and necefl
fary , by {tooping to all compliances, running upon
every fcent, and haranguing on every {ubject with
an even, uninterrupted , tedious flow of dull decla-
mation, compofed of affertions without veracity ,
conclufions from falfe premifes , words without
meaning, and language without propriety. Lord
Morpeth’s motion was efpoufed by IMr. Watkin
Williams Wynne , a gentleman of an ancient family
and opulent fortune in Wales; brave, open, hol-
pitable, and warmly attached to the ancient confti-
tution and bhierarchy: Le was fupported by Mr.
Walter Plumer , who fpoke with weight, precifion,
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and feverity, by Sir W. Wyndham, Mr. Shippen,
Mr. W. Pulteney , and VIr. Barnard. The courtiers
argued that it was neceffary to maintain fuch a
number of land-forces as might defeat the defigas
of malecontents, fecure the iuterior tranquillity of
the kingdom, defend it from external affaults,
over-awe 1its neighbours , and enable it to take
vigorous meafures in cafe the peace of Europe
fhould be re-embroiled. They affirmed the fcience
of war was fo much altered , and required fuch
attention, that no dependence was to be placed
upon a militia: that all nations were obliged to
maintain ftanding armies, for their fecurity againft
the encroachments of neighbouring powers:  that
the number of troops in Great-Britain was too in-
confiderable to excite the jealoufy of. the people,
even under an ambitious monarch : that his Majefty
never entertained the leaft thought of infringing
the liberties of his fubjects : that it could not be
fuppofed that the officers , among whom were
many gentlemen of family and fortune, would
ever concur in a defign to enflave their country ;
and that the forces now in pay could not be pro-
perly deemed a ftanding army , inalmuch as they
were voted and maintained from . year to year by
the parliament, which was the reprefentative of the
people. To thefe arguments th; membcrsl n _the
oppolition replied, that a ftanding force in time
of peace was unconftitutional , :mc? had been always
thought dangerous: that a militia was as capable
of difcipline as a ftanding army, and would have
more incentives to courage and perfeverance: thasg
Eea
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the civil magiflrate was able to preflerve the peace
of the country : that the number of the malecon-
tents was altogether contemptible, though it might
be confliderably augmented by maintaining a fand-
ing army , and other fuch zzrbil;my meafures: that
other nations had been enflaved by fianding ar-

and howfoever they might find themfelves

mies ;
neceflitated to depend upon a military force for
fecurity againft encroaching neighbours, the cafe
was very different with rn::'"rd to Great-Britain ,
for the defence of which nature had provided in
a peculiar manner : that this provifion was
firengthened and improved by a numerous navy,
which fecured her the dominion of the fea; and,
if properly difpofed, would render all invafion
impracticable, or at leaft ineflectual : that the land-
army of Great-Britain, though fufficient to endanger
the liberties of an hn_m..;d people , could not
pollibly fecure fu r‘h an extent of co..ﬂ, and there-
fore could be of very little fervice in preventing
an invafion : that though t!:fy bad all imaginable
confidence in his Vi ,"u; s regard for the lxbeuy
of his Tubjeds, they could not help apprehending,
that fhould a i}:\nliing army become part of the
:
h

conftitution , another prince of more dangerous
talents , and more fatal defigns, might arife, and
employ it fos the worlt purpofes of ambition:
thac though many officers were gentlemen of honor
and ;m)mLy thefe might be eafily difcarded, and
the army gradually moulded into a quite different
temper. By thefe weans, pradlifed in former
times ,. an army had been new-modelled to fuch a
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degree, that they turned their fwords againft the
parliament, for whofe defence they had been raifed,
and deftroyed the conftitution both in church and
ftate : that with refped to its being wholly de-
peudent on the parliament, the people of England
would have reafon to complain of the fame hard(hip,
whether a ftanding army fhould be declared at once
indifpen(ible, or regularly voted from year to year,
according to the direction of the miniftry : that
the fanction of the legillature granted to meafures
which in themfelves are unconflitutional, burden-
fome, odious, and repugnant to the genius of the
nation, inftead of yielding confolation , would
ferve only to demonfirate, that the moft effectual
method of forging the chains of national flavery
would be that of minifterial influence operating
upon a venal parliament. Such were the reafons
urged againft a ftanding army, of what number
foever it might be compofed: but the expediency
of reducing the number from about eighteen thou-
fand to twelve thoufand was infilted vpon as the
natural confequence of his Majelty’s declaration,
by which they were given to underfland that the
peace of Europe was eftablifhed ; and that he had
nothing fo much at heart as the eafe and profperity
of his people.- It was fuggefled, that if eighteen
thoufand men were fufficient on the fuppofed eve
of a general war in Europe, it was {urely reafonable
to think that a lefs number would fuffice when
peace was perfectly re-eftablifhed. Whatever effect
thefe reafons had upon the body of the nation,
they made no converts in the Houfe, where the
Eegs
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majority refolved that the ftanding army fhould
be maintained without reducion. Mr. Plumer
complained that the country was oppreffed by an
“xb.tmry method of quartering foldiers, in an undue
Pr opomou, upon thofe publicans who refufed to
vote in dc&lons according to the direction of the
miniftry. . Pulteney afferced that the money
raifed for the fubﬁﬂeucc of eighteen thoufand men
in England would maintain fixty thoufand French
or Germans, or the fame number of almoft any
other people on the continent. Sir William Wynd.
ham declared that eighteen thoufand of the Englifh
troops in the late war were maintained on lefs
than two-thirds of the fum now demanded for the
like number: but no regard was paid to thefe
:‘”E"l:’l[i(‘i'\‘:

§ XXXIL The next obje@ of importance that
attracted the notice of the Houfe was the fllate of
the chwril;‘."‘_.?-" corporation. This company was
hr fand feven hundred
intention was to lend
money at legal intereft to the poor {inall
mot t leg ntereft to the poor , upon fina
pledges; and to perfc

and ieven. r!ht'n p.nfci":(

s of better rank upon an
indubitable fecurity of goods impawned. Their
capital was at firlt limited to thirty thoufand
pounds; but, by licences from the crown, th ey
increafe i it to fix hundred thoufand pouads ,
though their charter was never confirmed by act
of parhiament.  In the month of O&ober, George
Robinfon |, Efquire , member for Marlow , the
cafhier, and John Thompfon , warehoufe-keeper
of the corporation, difappeared in one day. The




G RORGE AL 423

.
proprietors, alarmed at this incident, held feveral
general courts, and appointed a committee to infpect
the ftate of their affairs. They reported, that for
a capital of above five hundred thoufand pounds
no equivalent was found ; inafmuch as their effedts
did not amount to the value of thirty thoufand,
the remainder having been embezzled by .means
which they could not difcover, The proprietors,
in a petition to the Houle of Commons, reprefented
that by the moft notorious breach of truft in feveral
perfons to whom the care and management of their
affairs were committed, the corporation had been
defrauded of the greateft part of their capital; and
that many of the petitioners were reduced to the
utmoft degree of mifery and diftrefs : they , there-
fore, prayed, that as they were unable to detet
the combinations of thofe who had ruined them,
or to bring the delinquents to jullice, without the
aid of the power and authority of parliament, the
Houfe would vouchfafe to inguire into the Rate of
the corporation , and the condué of their managers;
and give fuch relief to thé petitioners as to the
Houfe fhonld feem meet. The petition was gra-
cioufly received, and 2 f{ecret committee appointed
to proceed on the inquiry. They foon difcovered
a moflt iniquitous fcene of fraud, which had been
acted by Robinfon and Thompfon , in concert with
fome of the dire@ors, for embezzling the capital,

and cheating the proprictors. Many perfons of -

rank and quality were concerned in this infamous

confpiracy: fome of the fir characters in the na-

tion did not efcape fufpicion and cenfure. Sir
Eey
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Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant were ex.
pelled the Houfe of Commons , as having had a
confiderable fhare in thofe fraudulent practices: a
bill was brought in, to refirain them and othee
delinquents from leaving the kingdom, or alienat-
ing their effects. In the mean time, the committee
received a letter from Signor John Angelo Belloni,
an eminent banker at Rome , giving them to under-
ftand, that Thompfon was fecured in that city,
with all his papers, and confined to the caftle of
St Angelo; and that the papers were trapfinitted
to his correlpondent at Paris, who would deliver
them up, on certain conditions ftipulated in favor
of the prifoner. This letter was confidered as an
artifice to infinuate a favorable opinion of the
Pretender, as if he had taken meafures for fecuring
Thomplon, from his zeal for juftice, and affe@ion
to the Englilh people. On this fuppofition, the
propolals were rejeted with difdain ; and both
Houles concurred in an order that the letter fhould
be burned at the Royal Exchange, by the hands
of the common hangman: The Lower Houfe re-
folved that it was an infolent and audacious libel,
abfurd and contradictory; that the whole tranfaction
was a fcandalous artifice, calculated to delude the
unhappy , and to difguife and conceal the wicked
practices of the profeffed enemies to his Majelty’s
perfon, crown, and dignity.

§ XXXII. No motion, durine this feflion, pro-

tl

C

duced fuch a warm conteft as did

that of Sir Robert
Walpole, when, after a

long preamble, he pro-
1 ha S ] i
poled that the dutics on fale, which about two
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years before had been abolifhed, thould now be
revived, and granted to his Majelty,. his heirs ,
and fucceflors, for the term of three years. In

order to fweeten this propofal, he declared that

the land-tax for the enfuing year fhould be reduced
to one fhilling in the pound. | All the members of
the country-party were immediately .a commotion.
They exprefled their furprife at the groffnels of
the impofition. They obferved that two years had
fcarce elapled fince the King, in a fpeech from the
throne , had exhorted them to abolifh fome of the
taxes that were the moft burdenfome teo the poor:
the Houfe was then of opinion, that the tax upon
falt was the moft burdenfome, and the moft per-
nicious to the trade of the kingdom, of all the im.
pofitions to which the poor were fubjected , and
therefore it was taken off : but that no good reafon
cocld be produced for altering their opinion fo
fuddenly, and refolving to grind the faces of the
poor, in order to eafle a few rich men of the landed
intereft. They affirmed that the moft general taxes
are not always the lealt burdenfome: that after a
nation is obliged to extend their taxes farther than
the luxuries of their country, thofe taxes that can
be raifed with the leaft charge to the public are
the moft convenient and eafielt to the people: but
they ought carefully to avoid taxing thofe things
which are neceflary for the fubfiftence of the poor.
The price of all necelfaries being thus enhanced ,
the wages of the tradefman and manufadturer muft
be creafed; and where thefe are bigh the manu-
factures will be underfold by thofe of cheaper
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countries. The trade muft of confequence be
ruined ; and it is not to be fuppofed that the landed
gentleman would chufe to fave a fhilling in the
pound from the land-tax, by means of an expe-
dient that would ruin the manufactures of his
country , and decreafe the wvalue of his own for-
tune. They alledged that the falt-tax particularly
affe@ted the poor, who could not afford to eat
frefh provifions ; and that, as it formerly occafioned
murmurs and difcontents among the lower clafs of
people, the revival of it would, in all probability ,
exafperate them into open fedition. They ob-
ferved, that while it was exacted in England, a
great number of merchants fent their fhips to Ire-
land . to be vicualled for their refpective voyages:
that , fince it had been abolifhed, many experiments
had been fuccelsfully tried with falt for the impro-
vement of agriculture, which would be entirely
defeated by the revival of this impofition. They
fuggelled that the land-tax was raifed at a very
fmall expenfe, and fubject to no fraud, whereas
that upon falt would employ a great number of
additional officers in the revenue , wholly de-
pending upon the miniftry , whole influence in
elections they would proportionably increafe. They
even hinted, that this conlideration was one power-
ful motive for propofing the revival of an odious
tax, which was in effe& an excile, and would
be deemed a ftep towards a general excife upon
all forts of provifions. Finally, they demonftrated
that the fali-tax introduced numberlefs frauds and
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perjuries in different articles of traffic. Sir Robert
Walpole endeavoured to obviate all thefe obje@ions
in a long fpeech, which was minutely anfwered
and refuted in every article by Mr. Pulteney.
Neverthelels, the queftion being put, the minifter’s
motion was carried in the affirmative, and the
duty revived : yet, before the bill palfed, divers
motions were made, and additional clanfes pro-
poled by the members in the oppofition. New
debates were raifed on every new obje@ion, and
the courtiers were obliged to difpute their ground
by inches.

§ XXXIV. The penfion-bill was revived , and
for the third time rejected in the Houfe of Lords.
A Dbill for the encouragement of the fugar-colonies
palled through the Lower Houfe with great diffi-
culty , but was lot among the Peers : another,
for the better fecuring the freedom of parliaments,
by further qualifying members to fit in the Houfe
of Commons, was read the third time, and thrown
out upon the queftion. A committee had been
appointed to inquire into a {ale of the eflate which
1ad belonged to the late Earl of Derwentwater.
It appeared by the report , that the fale had been
fraudulent : a bill was prepared to make it void:
Dennis Bond, Efquire, and Serjeant Birch, com-
miffioners for the fale of the forfeited cRates, were
declared guilty of notorious breach of truft, and
expelled the Houfe, of which they were members :
searge Robinfon, Efquire, underwent the fame
[entence, on account of the part he acted in the
charitable corporation, as he and Thompfon had
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negle@ted to furrender themfelves, according to

the terms of a bill which had palffed for that pur-

pofe. During this fellion, five members of parlia.

ment were prallcd for the moft fordid acts of

knavery : a fure fign of national degeneracy and

difhonor. All the fupplies were granted, and,

among other articles, the fum of two-and twenty

thoufand fix hundred ninety-four pounds, feven

ﬂ]l”i.”"», and fixpence, ior the agio or dllul{.‘l]ce

of the fubfidies p“}‘m e to the crown of Denmark,

in purfuance of the treaty fubfilting between the
late king and that monarch : but this was not ob-
tained without a viclent difpute. Mr. Pulteney,
who bore a confiderable fhare 1n all thefe debates,
became in a little time fo remarkable as to be
thought worthy of a very particular mark of his
Wlajefty’s difpleafure. The King, on the firlt day
of July, called for the council-book, and with his
own hand {truck the name of William Pulteney,
Efquire, out of the lilt of privy-counfellors: his
Majelty further ordered him to be put out of all-
the commiflions of the peace. The feveral lord-
licutenants from whom he had received deputations
were commanded to revoke them; and the Lord-
Chancellor and Secretaries of Smtt: were directed
to give the Df\,CIlu]/ orders for that purpofe.

§ XXXV. Nor did the Houle of Peers tamely
and unanimoufly fubmit to the meaflures of the
miniftry. The penfion-bill being read, was again
rejected , and a proteft entered. * A debate arofe
about the number of ﬂmc{mg forces ; and the Earl
of Chefterfield argned for the court-motion. The
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] Earl of Oxford moved, that they might bé reduced cpa e,
I to twelve thoufand effective -men. The Earl of  jv.
Winchelfea obferved, that a ftanding army rendered =~ 173t
minifters of ftate more daring than otnuwife they
would be, in contriving and execating projeéts
that were erevouq to the peop le : ﬁ,hemcs that
never could enter into the heads of any but thofe
who were diunk with excels of power. The
Marquis of Tweedale, in reafoning againft fuch a
number as the miniftry propofed , took occafion
b to obferve, that not one (hilling of the forfeited
g eftates was ever applied to’ the ufe of the public:
he likewife took notice, that the eighteen thou-
fand men, demanded as a Randing force, were
modelled in fuch a manner, that they might be
fpeedily augmented to forty thoufand men on any
emergency. The Duke of Argyle endeavoured to -
demonftrate the danger of depending for the fafety
of the kingdom upon an undifciplined militia, a
fleet, or an army of auxiliaries. Then he repre-
fented the neceflity of having recourfe to a regular
army in cafe of invafion ; and after all acknow-
-ledged , that the number propofed was no way
fufficieint for that purpofe. All his arguments were
anfwered and refuted in an excellent fpeech by
Lord Carteret: neverthelels, victory declared for
the minifter. The par{iamcnth:‘zrv’mg granted every
branéh of the fupply, towards the payment of
which they borrowed a frn from the {inking fund,
and pafled divers other ads for the encouragement
of commerce and agriculture, the King, on the
firlt day of June, gave the royal affent to the
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bills that were prepared, and clofed the feffion,
after having informed both Houfes that the States-
General had acceded to the treaty of Vienna: that
he had determined to vifit his German dominions,
and to leave the Queen regent in his abfence. He
accordingly fet out for Hanover in the beginning
of June, By this time the prmrmtua fan&ion was
confirmed by the diet of the empire, though not
without a formal proteft by the J?_-lcdors Palatine,,
Bavaria, and Saxony.

ol

END OF THE Tlh[\D VOLUME.
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