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FROM THE REVOLUTION

TO THE DEATH OF GEORGE THE SECOND:

BOOK IIL

CHAPTER IX

§ 1. Expedition againft Senegal. 11. Fort Louis ard
Senegal taken. \IN. Unfuccefsful attempt upon Goree.
1V. Expedition to Cape Breion, V. Louifbourg taken,
VI And St. John's. VII. -Unficccefsful attempt upon
Ticonderoga. VIII. Fort Frontenac taken and de-
[firoyed by the Englifh. 1X. Brigadier Forbes takes
Fort du Quefne. X. Goree taken. XI. Shipwreck of
Gapt. Barion. XII: Gallant exploit of Captain T; yrrel.
XIIL Tranfaétions in the Fafi-Indies. Adm. Pococke
engages the French fleet. X1V. Fort St. Dayid’s taken
by the French, Second engagement between Adin,
Pococke and M. &’ Apché. XV Progrefs of M, Lally,
XVL. Tranfactions on the continent of Europe. XVII.
King of Pruffia raifes contributions in Sazony, and
VoL, VII,
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the dominions of the Duke of Wirtemberg. XVIIL
State of the armies onthe continent. XiX French
King changes the adminifiration of Hanover. XX.
Plan of a treaty between the French King and the
Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel. XXI. Treaty between the
French King and the Duke of Brunfwick. XXIL
Decree of the Aulic council againf? the Eleclor of
Hanover and others. XX, Bremen taken by the
Duke de Broglio, and retaken by Prince Ferdinand.
XXIV. Dukede Richelieu recalled. Generous conduct
of the Duke de Randan. XXV. The French abandon
Hanover. Prince of Brunfwick reduces Foya and
Minden. XX V1. Prince Ferdinand defeats the French
at Creveldt, and takes Duffeldorp. XXVII. Prince
of Yfenburgh defeated by the Duke de Broglio.
XXV Gen. Iinhoff defeats M. de Chevert. XXIX,
General Oberg defeated lx the French at Landwern-
hagen. XXX. Death of the Duke of Marlborough.
XXXI. Operations of the King of Pruffia at the
beginning of the campaign. XXXII. He enters
Moravia, and invefls Clmutz, XXX, He is ob-
liged to raife the fiege, and retires into Bohemia,
where he takes fienighsreiz, XXXI1V. Progrefs of the
Ruffians. XXXV, King of Pruffia defeats the Ruf-
Sians at Zorndorf: XXXV, And is defeated by the
Auflrians at Hochkirchen. XXXVII, He retires to
Sitefia. XXXVII. Suburbs of J.?f:;."_".:‘fcu burnt by
the Pruffian gove

XXX1X. King of Pruffia
, aitd relieves _i',*f'.“j"' (22D
Inhabitanis of Saxony grievoufly oppreffed. XLI.
Progrefs of the Swedes in Pomerania. XLIL Prin e

i
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raifes the fiege o [ I\

Charles of Saxony elefled Duke of Courland. X LIILL

i P N S S 3 :
King of England’s memorial to the dic: of the Lunpire.
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XLIV. Death of Pope Benedict: XLV. King of
Portugal affaflinated. XLVI. Proceedings of the
French miniftry. XLVIL Conduct of the King of
Denmark: XLV Anfwers to the charges brought
by the Dutch againfl the Englifh cruifers. XLTX,
Conferences between the Britifh ambaflador and the
States - General, L. Further proceedings.

§ L TH E whole ftrength of Great-Britain during
this campaign was not exhaufted in petty defcents
upon the coalt of France. The continent of America
was the great theatre on which her chief vigor was
difplayed; nor did (he fail to exert herfelf in f{uc-
celsful efforts againft the French fettlements on the
coalt of Africa. The whole gum-trade , from
GCape Blanco to the river Gambia, an extent of
five hundred miles , had been engroffed by the
French, who built Fort-Louis within the mouth
of the Senegal; extending their fatories near three
hundred leagues up that river, and on the fame
coalt had fortified the iflind of Goree, in which
they maintained a confiderable gariifon. The gum-
fenega, of which a great quantity is ufed by the
manufacturers of England , being wholly in the
hands of the enemy, the Englifh dealers were obliged
to buy it at fecond hand from the Dutch, who
purchafed it of the French; and exacted anexorbitant
price for that commodity. This confideration for-
warded the plan for annexing the country to the
pofleflion of Great-Britain, The proje& was firlt
conceived by Mr. Thomas Cumming, a fenfible

Bz
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Book Quaker, who, asa private merchant, had made

I1l.
1758

a voyage to Portenderrick, an adjoining part of
the coaft, and contracted a perfonal acquaintance
with Amir, the Moorifh King of Legibelli *. He
found this African prince extremely well difpofed
towards the fubjeéts of Great-Britain, whom he
publicly preferred to all other Huropeans, and
{o exafperated againft the French, that he declared
he fhould never be eafy till they were exterminated
from the river Senegal. At that very time he had
commenced hoftilities againft them, and earneftly
defired that the King of England would fend out
an armament to reduce Fort - Louis and Goree, with
fome fhips of force to prote®t the traders. In that
cafe, he promifed to join his Britannic Majefty’s
forces, and grant an exclufive trade to his fubjects.
Mr. Cumming , not only perceived the advantages
that would refult from fuch an exclufive privilege
with regard to the gum, but forefaw many other
important confequences of an extenfive trade in a
country, which, over and above the gum-fenega,
contains many valuable®articles, fuch as gold-duft,
clephants-teeth , hides, cotton, bees-wax, {laves,
oftrich- feathers , indigo, ambergris, and civet.
Elevated with the profpect of an acquifition fo
valuable to his country, this honeft Quaker was
equally minute and indefatigable in his inquiries
touching the commerce of the coaft, as well as the
firength and fituation of the French fettlements on

* The names the natives give to that part of South Barbary,
known to6 merchants and navigators by that of The Gum-
Coaflt, and called in maps The Sandy Defert of Sara, and
fometimes Zara.
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the river Senegal; and, at his return to England, cH AP
actually formed the plan of an expedition for the Ix.
conqueflt of Fort-Lounis. This was prefented to 175
the board of trade, by whom it was approved,
after a fevere examination; but it required the pa-
triotic zeal and invincible perfeverance of Cum-
ming to furmount a variety of obftacles before it
was adopted by the miniftry ; and even then it
was not executed in its full extent. He was abridged
of one large fhip, and in lieu of fix hundred land-
forces , to be drafted from different regiments,
which he in vain demanded, firft from the Duke
of Camberland, and afterwards from Lord Ligonier,
the lords of the Admiralty allotted two hundred
marines only for this fervice. After repeated foli-
citation he, in the year one thoufand feven hundred
and fifty-feven, obtained an order, that the two
annual Thips bound to the coaft of Guinea fhould
be joined by a floop and two buffes, and make
an attempt upon the French fettlement in the river
Senegal. Thefe fhips, however, were detained
by contrasy” winds until the feafon was too far
advanced to admit a probability of fuccels , and
therefore the defign was poftponed. In thebeginning
of the prefent year, Mr. Cumming being re-en.
forced with the intereft of a confiderable merchant
in the city , to whom he had communicated the
plan, renewed his application to the miniftry, and
they refolved to hazard the enterprife. A fmall
fquadron was equipped for this expedition, under
the command of Captain Marfh, having on board

a body of marines, commanded by Major Vlalony
B3
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B0 oK with a detachment of artillery , ten pieces of

I
1758

cannon, eight mortars, and a confiderable quan-
tity of warlike ftores and ammunition. Captain
‘Walker was appointed engineer ; and Mr. Comming
was concerned as a principal director and promoter
of the expedition *, This little armament failed
in the beginning of March; and in their paflage
touched at the ifland Teneriffe, where, while the
fhips fupplied themfclves with wine and water,
Mr. Cumming, proceeded in the Swan floop to
Portenderrick , being charged with a letter of
credence to his old friend the king of that country,
who had favored him in his lalt vific with an
exclufive trade on that coalt, by a formal charter,
written in the Arabic language. ‘This prince
was now up the country , engaged in a war
with his neighbours, called the Diable-Ioors ;

* On this occafion Mr. Cumming may feem to have acted
directly contrary to the tenets of his religious profeflion; but
he ever declarcd to the miniftry that he was fully perfuaded
his fchemes might be accomplifhed without the effufion of
human bleod; and that if he thought otherwife, he would
by no means have concerned himfelf about them. He alfo
defired, let the confequence be what it might, his brethren
fhould not be chargeable with what was his own fingle ac, —
If it was the firft military fcheme of any Quaker, let it be
remembered it was alfo the firlk fuccefsful expedition of this
war, and one of the firlt that ever was carried on according to
the pacific fyftem of the Quakers, without the lofs of adrop
of blood on either fide,

* This is the name by which the fubjects of Legibelli diftin-
guifh thofe of Brackna, who inhabit the country farther up the
Tiver Senegal, and are in conftantalliance with the French.

g




GEORGESLE g

and the Queen Dowager, who remained at Porten- cH A P,
derrick, gave Mr. Cumming to underftand, that IX.
fhe could not at prefent fpare any troops to jointhe 1758
Enghfh in their expedition qu?'*f} Senegal: but fhe
affured him, r*wtf’xoulc. the French
fhe and her fubjedts wor “!dgo thithe fettle. In
the mean time, oneof thechiefs | Prince Amir,
difpatched a mef{lenger to the King, with advice of
their arrival and defign. He declared that he weuld,
with all poffible diligence , aflemble three hundred
warriors to join the Englifh troops, and that, in his
opinion, the King would re-enforce them with a
detachiment from his army. By this time Captain
Marfh, with the reft of the armament, had arrived
at Portenderrick , and fearing that the enemy might
receive intimation of hisdefign, refolved to proceed
on the expedition, without waiting for the promifed
auxiliaries. On the twenty - fecond day of April he
weighed anchor, and nextday, atfouro’clock, dif-
covered the French flag flying upon Fort- LOU]:,
fituated in the mid{t of a pretty confiderable town
which exhibited a very agrecable appearance. The
Commodore having made prize of a Dutch fhip richly
laden with gum, which lay atanchor without the bar,
came to anchor in Senegal-road, at the mouth of the
river: and here he perceived feveral armed floops
which the enemy had detached to defend the pallage
of the bar, which is extremely dangerous. All the
boats were employed in conveying the ftores into
the fmall craft, while threelof the floops continued
exchanging fire over a narrow tongue of land with
the veflels of the enemy, confifting of one brig and
B4

rminated,
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" BOOX fix armed floops, mounted with great guns and

I1I.
1748,

fwivels. Atlength, the channel being difcovered,
and the wind , which generally blows down the river,
chopping about, Captain Millar, of the London-bufs,
feized that opportunity; and pafling the bar with a
flowing fheet, dropped anchor on the infide, where
be lay till night, expofed to the whole fire of the
enemy. Next day he was joined by the other fmall
veflels, and a regular engagement enfued. This
was warmly maintained on both fides, until the buffes
and one dogger running a-ground , immediately
bulged , and were filled with water. Then the
troops they contained teok to their boats, and with
fome difficulty reached the fhore, where they formed
inabody , and were foonjoined by their companions
from the other veffels; fo that now the whole amounte
ed to three hundred and ninety marines, befides the
detachment of artillery. As they laid their account
with being attacked by the natives, who lined the
fhore at fome diftance , feemingly determined to
oppofe the defcent, they forthwith threw up an in-
trenchment, and began to difembark the ftores, great
part of which lay under water. While they were
employed in raifing this occafional defence, the ne-
groes came in great numbers and fubmitted ; and on
the fucceeding day they were re.enforced by three
hundred and fifty feamen, who pafled the bar in
floops, with their enfigns and colors flying,

§ II. They had made no further progrefs in their
operations, when two French deputies arrived at
the intrenchment, with propofalsfora capitulation
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from the governor of Fort- Louis. After fome hefita- ¢ H A P.
tion, Captain Marfh and Major Mafon agreed, That  1x.
- allthe white people belonging to the Frenchicompany 1758
at Senegal (hould be fafely conducted to France in an
Englifh veflel, without being deprived of their pri-

vate effects, provided all the merchandife and un.
coined treafure fhould be delivered up to the victors;

and that all the forts, ftore-houfes, veflels, arms, pro-
vifions, and every article belonging to the company

in that river (hould be put into the hands of the Eng-

lilh immediately after the capitulation could be fig-

ned. They promifed that the free natives living at

Fort - Louis hould remain in quiet pofleffion of their
effects, and in the free exercife of their religion; and

that all negroes, mulattoes , and others, who could

prove themfelves free, fhould haveit in their option

either to remain in the place, orremove to any other

part of the country *. The Captains Campbell and
Woalker were immediately fent up the river with a

flag of truce, tofeethearucles figned and executed ;

but they were fo retarded by the rapidity of the
ftream, that they did not approach the forttill three

in the morning. As foon as the day broke they hoifted

their flag,and rowed up towards a battery on a point

of the ifland, where they lay upon their oars very

near a full hour, beating the chamade ; but no notice

was taken of their approach. This referve appearing

* The victors , however , committed a very great miftake
in allowing them ta carry off their baoks and accounts, the
perufal of which would have been of infinite fervice to the
Englith merchants, by informing them of the commodities,
their value, the proper feafons, and methods of prefecuting
the trade,
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myfterious, they retired down the river to their in-
trenchment, where they underftood that the negroes
on the ifland were inarms, and had blocked up the
French in Fort - Louis, refolving to defend the place

.to the Jaft extremity, unlefs they fhould be included

rence was communis

in the capitulation. Thisintellig
cated in a fecond letter from the governor, who like-
wife informed the Englifh commander, that unlefs
the French director - general (hould be permitted to
remain with the natives, as a {urety for that article
of the capitulation in which they were concerned ,
they would allow themfelves tobe cutin pieces rather
than fubmit. This requelt being granted, the Englifh
forces began their march to Fort - Louis, accompan-
ied by a number of long boats, in which the artillery
and ftores had been embarked. The French feeing
them advance immediately firuck their flag ; and
Major Mafon took poffeflion of the caftle,, where he
found ninety-two pieces of cannon, with treafure and
merchandife to a confiderable value. The corpora-
tion and burghers of the town of Senegal fubmitted,
and {wore allegiance to his Britannic Majelty : the
ncighbouring princes, attended by numerous reti-
nues, vifited the commander, and concluded treaties
with the Englifh nation, and the King of Portender-
ric, or Legibelli, fent an ambaffador from his camp
to Major Mafon, with prefents, compliments of
congratulation, and affurances of friendthip. The
number of free independent Negroes and Mulattoes
{fettled at Senegal, amounted to three thoufand, and
many of thefe enjoyed flavesand poffeflions of their
own. The two French facories of Podore and




GEORGE 1L 81

Galam, the latter fituated nine hundred miles far-
ther up theriver, were included in the capitulation ;
fo that Great - Britain, almoft without firiking a
blow , found herfelf poffefled of a conquelt, from
which, with proper management, fhe may derive
inconceivable riches. ‘This important acquifition
was 1n a great meafure, if not entirely, owing to the
fagacity, zeal, and indefatigable efforts of Mr,
Cumming , who not only formed the plan, and
folicited the armament , but alio attended the
execution of it in perfon, at the hazard of his life,
and to the interruption of his private concerns,

§ 111 Fort-Louis being fecured with an Englifh gar-
rifon,and fome armed veffels left to guard the paffage
of the bar,at the mouth of theriver,the great (hips pro-

ceeded to make an attempt upon the ifland of Goree,

which lies at the diftance of thirty leagues from Sene-
gal. There the French company had confiderable
magazines and ware - houfes, and lodged the negro-
flaves until they could be fhipped for the Welt-Indies.
If the additional force which Vir. Cumming propofed
for the conquelt of thisifland had been added to the
armament, in all probability the illand would have
been reduced, and in that cafe, the nation would
have faved the confiderable expenfe of a fubfequent
expedition againftit, under the conduct of Commo-
dore Keppel. At prefent, the fhips by which Goree
was attacked were found unequal to the attempt,
and the expedition milcarried accordingly , though
the mifcarriage was attended with little or no damage
to the affailants. '

CHAP.
1X.

3758
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§ IV. Scenes of ftill greater importance were acted
in North-America, where , exclufive of the fleet and
marines, the government had affembled about fifty
thoufand men, including two.and-twenty thoufand
regular troops. The Earl of Londoun having return-
ed to England, the chief command in America de-
volved on Major - General Abercrombie ; butas the
obiedts of operation were various, the forces were
divided into three detached bodies, underas many
different commanders. Abouttwelve thoufand were
deftined to undertake the fiege of Louifbourg, on the
ifland of Cape-Breton. The general himfelfreferved
near {ixteen thoufand for the reducion of Crown-
Point, a fort fituated on lake Champlain : eight thou-
fand, under the condu& of Brigadier - General For-
bes, were allotted for the conquelt of Fort du Queflne,
which ftood a great way to the fouthward, near the
river Ohio; and a confiderable garrifon was left at
Annapolis, in Nova-Scotia, The reduction of Louif-
bourg and theifland of Cape - Breton being an object
of immediate confideration , was undertaken with all
poflible difpatch. Major - General Amherft being
joined by Admiral Bofcawen, with the fleetand for-
ces from England, the whole armament, confifting
of one hundred and fifty - feven fail, took their de-
parture from the harbour of Halifax, in Nova-Scotia,
on the twenty - eighth of May, and on the fecond
of June part of the tranfports anchored in the bay of
Gabarus , about feven miles to the weftward of
Louifbourg. The garrifon of this place, commanded
by the Chevalier Drucour, confilted of two thoufand
five hundred regular troops, three hundred militia,
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formed of the burghers, and towards the end of
the fiege they were re - enforced by three hundred
and fifty Canadians, including threefcore Indians.
The harbour was fecured by fix (hips of the line’,
and five frigates, three of which the enemy funk
acrofs the harbour’s mouth, in order to render it
inacceflible to the Englifh fhipping. The fortifi-
cations were in bad repair, many parts of them
crumbling down the covered way , and feveral baf-
tions expofed in fuch a manner, as to be enfiladed by
the befiegers, and no part of the town fecure from
the effecs of cannonading and bombardment. The
governor had taken all the precautions in his power
to prevent a landing , by eftalifhing a chain of pofts
that extended two leagues and a half along the moft
inacceflible parts of the beach : intrenchments were
thrownup, and batteries erected; but there were
fome intermediate places which could not be proper-
ly fecured, and in one of thefe the Englifh troops were
difembarked. The difpofition being made forland-
ing , a detachment , in feveral {floops,, under convoy,
pafled by the mouth of the harbour towards Lorem-
bec, in order to draw the enemy’s attention that

way , while the landing {hould really be effected on -

the other fide of the town. On the eighth day of
June, the troops being affembled in the boats before
day-break , in three divifions, feveral floops and
frigates, that were ftationed along fhore in the bay of

® The Prudent, of {eventy - four guns; the Entreprenant 5
of feventy - four guns ; the Capricieux, Célébre, and Bienfai-
fant, of fixty - four guns each; the Apollo, of fifty guns; the
Chevre, Biche, Fidelle, Diana, and Echo frigates,

CHAP.

1X.
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Gabarus, began to fcour the beach with their (hot;
and after the fire had continued abouta quarter of an
hour, the boats, containing the divifion on the left,
were rowed towards the [hore, under the command
of Brigadier-General Wolle, an accomplilhed officer,
who, in the fequel, difplayed very extraordinary
proofs of military genius. At the fame time the two
other divifions , onthe right and in the centre, com-
manded by the Brigad:iers Whitmore and Laurence ,
made a fhow of landing , inorder to divide and dif-
tract the enemy. Notwithftanding an impetuous
furf, by which many boats were overfet, and a very
fevere fire of cannon and mulketry from the enemies
batteries, which did confiderable execution, Briga-
dier Wolfe purfued his point with admirable courage
and deliberation. T he foldiers leaped into the water
with the molt eageralacrity , and, gaining the fhore,
attacked the enemy in fuch a manner, that in a few
minutes they abandoned their works and artillery,
and fled in the utmoft confufion. The other divifions
landed alfo, but not without an obftinate oppofition;
and the ftores, with theartiliery, being brought on
fhore, the town of Louifbourg was formally invefted.
The difficulty of landing ftores and implements in
boifterous weather , and the ground , which, being
marfhy, was unfit for the conveyance of hcavy can-
non, retarded the operations of the fiece. Mr. Am-
herft .madc‘his approaches with great circam{pection,
fecuring his camp with redoubts and epaulements
from any attacks of Canadians, of which he imagin-
ed there was a confiderable body behind him on the
ifland , as well as from the fire of the French thipping
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in the harbour, which would otherwife have an-
noyed him extremely in his advances.

§ V. The governor of Louifbourg having deftroyed
the grand battery , which was detached from the
body of the place, and recalled his out - pofts prepar-
ed for making a vigorous defence. A very levere fire,
well directed, was maintained againft the befiegers
and their works, from the town, the ifland-battery,
and the fhips in the harbour ; and divers fallies were
made, though without much effe®. In the mean
time Brlquler Wolfe, with a firong detachment,
had marched round the north- caft p.ut of the h'u-
bour, and taken poffeffion of the Lightshoule - point,
where he erected feveral batteries 'mam{’c the fhips
and the ifland.fortification, whichla ft was foon filen-
ced,On the nineteenth day of June the Echo, aFrench
frigate, was taken by the Englifh cruifers, after hav-
g efcaped from the harbour: from the officers on
board of this thip the Admiral learned that the Bi«
zarre,, another frizate, had failed from thence onthe
day of the difembarkation, and the Comete had fuc-
cefsfully followed her example. Befides the regular
approaches to the town, conducted by the engineers
under the immediate command and infpection of
General Ambherlt , divers batteries were raifed by
the detached corps under Brigadier Wolfe, who
exerted himfelf with amazing a@ivity,and grievoufly
incommoded the enemy, both of the town and the
fhipping. On the twenty - firlt day of July the three
great (hips, the Entreprenant, Capricieux, and Cé-
lébre , were fet on fire by a bomb - fhell , and burned
toafhes, fo that none remained but the P'rudent and
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Bienfaifant, which the Admiral undertook to deftroy.
For this purpofe, in the night between the twenty-

- fifth and twenty-fixth days of the month, the boats

of the fquadron were in two divifions detached into
the harbour, under the command of two young cap-
tains , Laforey and Balfour. They accordingly pe-
netrated, inthe dark, through a terrible five of can-
non and mufquetry , and boarded the enemy fword
in hand. The Prudent, being a-ground, was fet on
fire, and deftroyed, butthe Bienfaifant was towed
out of the harbour in triumph. In the profecution of -
the fiege, the Admiral and general co-operated with
remarkable harmony ; the former chearfully affifting
the latter with cannon and other implements ; with
detachments of marines to maintain pofis on fhore,
with parties of feamen to act as pioneers, and concur
in working the guns and mortars. Thefire of the town
was managed with equal (kill and activity , and kept
up with great perfeverance; until,at length, their fhip-
ping being all taken or deftroyed, the caferns * ruined
inthe two principal baftions, forty out of fifty - two
pieces of cannon difmounted, broke, or rendered
unferviceable, and divers practicable breaches ef-
fected, the governor, in a letter to Vr. Ambherft,
propofed a capitulation on the fame articles that

¢ Tt may not be amifs to obferve, that a cavalier , which Ad-
miral Knowles had built at an enormous expenfe to the nation
while Louisbourg remained in the hands of the Englith in ch:’
Iaft war, wasin the courfe of this fiege, entirely demolithed
by two or three fhots from one of the Britifh 'batteries; fo
admirably had this piece of fortification been contrived and
executed , under the eye of that profound engineer.

were
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were granted to the Englith at Port-Mahon. Inan-
fwer to this propofal he was given to underftand,
that he and his garrifon muft furrender therfelves
prifoners of war, otherwife he might next morn.
ing expect a general affault by the fhipping under
Admiral Bofcawen. The Chevalier Drucour, piqued
at the feverity of thefe terms, replied, that he would,
rather than comply with them, fland an affault; but
the commiflary-general, and intendant of the colony,
prefented a petition from the traders and inhabitants
of the place, in confequence of which he fubmitted.
On the twenty-feventh day of July three companies
of grenadiers, commanded by Major Farquhar, took
pofleffion of the weltern gate; and Brigadier Whit-
more was detached into the town, tofee the garrifon
lay down their arms, and deliver up their colors on
the efplanade, and to poft the neceffary guards
on the ftores, magazines, and ramparts. Thus, at
the expenfe of about four hundred men killed and
wounded, the Englith obtained poffeffion of the
important ifland of Cape-Breton, and the ftrong
town of Lounifbourg, in which the vi&ors found two
hundred and twenty-one pieces of cannon, with
eighteen mortars, and a confiderable quantity of
ftores and ammunition. The merchants and inhabit-
ants were fent to France in Englifh bottoms, but the
garrifon, together with the fea-officers marines,
and mariners, amounting in all to five thoufand fix
hundred and thirty-feven prifoners, were tranfported
to England. The lofs of Louifbourg was the more
feverely felt by the French King, as it had been
attended with the deftruction of fo many confiderable
Vor. VIL : C

CHAP,

1X.
1753,




BOOK

111
1758,

13 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

fhips and frigates. The particulars of this tranfaction
were - immec h tely brought to England, ina veflel
difpatched for that pmpofc, with Captain Ambherft,
brother to the commander, who was alfo intrufted
with cleven pair of colors taken at Louifbourg:
thefe were, by his Majelty’s order, carried in pom-
pous parade, elcorted b; detachments of horfe and
foot-guards, with kettle-drums and trumpets, from
the palace of Kenfington to St. Paul’s cathcdml
where they were depofited as trophies, under
difcharge of cannon, and other noily exprellions
of tnumph and exultation. Indeed, the public
rejoicings for the conquelt of Lonifbourg were diffuf-
ed through every part of the Britifh dominions,
and addrefles of congratulation were prefented to
the King by a great ‘number of i‘oan{hmg towns
and corpora t[OUS.

§ VI. After the reduction of Cape-Breton, fome
fhips were detached, with a bo\)y of troops under
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Lord Rollo, to
take poflefiion of the ifland of St. Jobn, which alfo
lies in the gulf of St. Laurence, and, by its fertility
in corn and cattle, had fince the beginning of the
war fupplied Quebeck with c\,aﬁdmmlc quantities
of provifion. It was likewife the afylum to which
the French neutrals of Annapolis fled for fhelter
from the Fnglifh government; and the retreat from
whence they and the Indians ufed to make their
fudden irruptions into Nova-Scotia , where they
perpetrated the moft inhuman barmvltm on the
defencelefls fubjeés of Great-Britain. The number of
inhabitants amounted to four thoufand one hundred,




GEORGEML 19

who fubmitted, and brought in ‘their arms: then
Lord Rollo tock poffeflion of the governor’s quar-
ters, where he found feveral fcalps of Englithmen,
whom the favages had affaffinated , in confequence
of the encouragement they received from their
French patrons and allies, who gratified them with
a certain premium for every fcalp they produced,
The ifland was ftocked with above ten thoufand
head of black cattle, and fome of the farmers raifed
each twelve hundred bulhels of corn annually for
the market of Quebeck.

§ V1. The joy and fatisfacion arifing from the
conquelt of Louifbourg and St. John'was not a little
checked by the difafter which befel the main body of
the Britifh forces 10 America, under the immediate
conduct of General Abercrombie, who, as we have
already obferved, had propofed the reduétion of the
French forts on the lakes George and Champlain, as
the chief objects of his enterprife, with a view to
fecure the frontier of the Briti(h colonies, and open a
paflage for the future conquelt of Canada. In the
beginning of July his forces, amounting to near feven
thoufand regular troops, and ten thoufard provin-
cials, embarked on the lake George, in the neigh-
bourhood of Lake Champlain, on board of nine
hundred batteaux, and one handred aod thirty-five
whale-boats, with provifion, artillery, and ammuni-
tion; feveral pieces of cannon being mounted on
rafts to cover the purpofed landing, which was
next day effected without oppofition. T he general's
defign was to invelt Ticonderoga, a fort fituated on
a tongue of land, ‘extending between Lake George

C 2
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and a parrow gut that communicates with Lake
Champlain. This fortification was, on three fides,
furcounded with water, and in front nature bad
fecured it with a morafs. The Engli(h troops being
difembarked, were immediately formed into three
columns , and began their march to the enemy’s
advanced polt, confilting of one battalion, encamped
behind a breaft-work of logs , which they now
abandoned with precipitation, after having fet it
on fire, and burned their tents and implements. The
Britith forces continued their march in the fame
order; but the route lying through a thick wood
that did not admit of any regular progreflion or
paflage, and the guides proving extremely 1gnorant,
the troops were bewildered, and the columns broken
by falling in one upon another. Lord Howe being
advanced at the head of the right centre - column,
encountered a French detachment who had likewife
loft their way in the retreat from the advanced polt,
and a warm [kirmifb enfuing, the enemy were routed
with confiderable lofs, a good number were killed
and onc hundred and forty-eight were taken pri-
foners, including five officers. This petty advantge
was dearly bought with the lofs of Lord Howe,
who fell in the beginning of the action, unfpeakably
regretted as a young nobleman of the moft promifing
talents, who had diltinguifhed himfelf in a peculiar
manner by‘i}is courage, activity, and rigid obferva-
tion of m|11mrv' difcipline,, and had acquired the
efteem and affection of the foldiery by his generofity,
fweetnefs of manners, and engaging addrefs. The
general perceiving the troops were greatly fatigued
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and difordered from want of reft and refrehment, cHA P,
thought it advifable to march back to the land-  1x.
ing place, which they reached about eight in the 1758
morning. Then he detached Lieutenant- Colonel
Bradfireet, with one regular regiment, fix companies

of the Royal Americam, with the batteaux-men, and

a body of rangers, to take poffeffion of a faWAm:ll

in the neighbourhood of Ticonderoga, which the
enemy had abandoned. This poft being fecured. the
general advanced ag ain towards Ticonderoga, where

he vnderftood frnn the prifoners the enemy had
affembled eight battalions, with a body of Canadians.

and Indians, amountinginall to fix thoufand. Thefe,

they faid, being encamped before the fort, were
employed in making a formidable intrenchwent,

where they intended to wait for a re- en§nrcement

of three thoufand men, who had been detached

vunder the command of VI. de Levi, to make a diver-

fion on the fide of the Mohawk-river 7; but upon
intelligence of Mr. Abercrombie’s approach, were

now recalled for the defence of Ticonderoga. This
information determined the Englith general to ftrike,

if poffible, fome decifive ftroke before the junction

could be effected. He, therefore, early next morning

fent his engineer acrofs the river on the oppoﬁt-

fide of the fort, to reconnoitre the enemy’s intrench-

? This officer intended to have made an irruption through the
pafs of Oneida on the Mohawlk - river, bur wa recalled before
he could execute his defign. General Abercrombie afterwards
fent thither Brigadier Stanwix, with a confiderable body of
Provincials : and this important pafs was fecured by a fort built
at that jundure.
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ments, and he reported, that the works being fill un-
finithed, might be attempted with a good profpect of
fuccefs. A difpofition was made accordingly for the
attack , and after proper guards had been left at the
faw mill and the landing-place, the whole army was
put in motion. They advanced with great alacrity
towards the intrenchment, which, however, they
found altogether impra@icable. The breaft-work
was raifed eight feet high, and the ground before 1t
covered with an abbattis, or felled trees, with their
boughs pointing outwards, and projecting in fuch
a manner as to render the intrenchment almoft
inacceffible. Notwithitanding thefe dilcouraging
difficulties, the Britifh troops marched up to the
affault with an undaunted refolution, and fuftained
a terrible fire without flinching. They endcavoured
to cut their way through thefe embarraffments with
their fwords, and fome of them even mounted the
parapet; but the enemy were fo well covered, that
they could deliberately direct their fire without the
lealt danger to themfelves : the carnage was therefore
confiderable, and the troops began to fall into con-
fufion, after feveral repeated attacks, which lafted
above four hours, under the molt difadvantageous
circumftances. The gencral, by this time, faw
plainly that no hope of fuccefs remained; and, in
order to prevent a total defeat, took meafures for the
retreat of the army, whichretired unmolefted to their
former camp, with the lofs of about eighteen hundred
men killed or wounded, including a great number
of officers. Every corps of regular troops behaved,
on this unfortunate occafion, with remarkable
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intrepidity, but the greateft lofs was fuftained by
Lord John Murray’s Highland-regiment, of which
above one half of the private men, and twenty-five
officers, were either {lain upon the fpot, or defpera-
tely wounded. Mr. Abercrombie, unwilling to ftay
in the neighbourhood of the ememy with forces
which had received fuch a difpiriting check, retired
to his batteaux, and re-embarking the troops, return-
ed to the camp at Lake-George, from whence he had
taken his departure. Cenfure, which always attends
mifcarriage, did not fpare the character of this com-
mander; hisattack was condemned asrafh, and his
retreat as pufillanimous. In fuch cafes, allowance
muft be made for the peevifhnefs of difappointment,
and the clamor of connexion. How far Mr. Aber-
crombie acquitted himfelf in the duty of a general
we fhall not pretend to determine; but if he could

depend upon the courage and difcipline of his forces,

he furely had nothing to fear, after the action, from
the attempts of the enemy, to whom he would have
been fuperior in number, even though they{bad been
joined by the expeéted re-enforcement: he might,
therefore, have remained on the fpot, in order to
execute fome other enterprife when he fhould be re-
enforced in his turn; for General Amher{t no fooner
heard of his difafter than he returned with the troops
from Cape-Breton to New-England, after having left
a firong garrifon in Louifbourg. At the head of {ix
regiments he began his march to Albany, about the
middle of September, in order to join the forces
on the lake, that they might undertake fome other

fervice before the feafon fould be exhaufted.
Cy
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§ VIIL. In the mean time, General Abercrombie
had detached Lieutenant-Colonel Bradftreet, with a
body of three thouland men, chiefly Provincials, to
execute a plan which this officer had formed againft
Cadaraqui, or Fort-Frontenac, fituated on the north-
fide of the river St. Laurence, jult where it takes its
origin from the Lake Ontario. To the fide of this
lake be penetrated with his detachment, and embark-
ing in fome {loops and batteaux, provided for the
purpofe, landed within a mile of Fort-Frontenac, the
garrifon of which confilting of one hundred and ten
men, with a few Indians, immediately furrendered
at difcretion. Conflidering the importance of this
poft, which, in a great meafure, commanded the
mouth of the river St. Laurence, and ferved as a
magazine to the more fouthern caltles, the French
general was inexcufable for leaving it in fuch a de-
fencelefs condition. The fortificationitfelf was incon-
{iderable and ill contrived ; neverthelefs, it contain-
ed fixty pisces of cannon, f{ixteen [mall mortars, with
an immenfe quantity of merchandife and provifions,
depofited for the ufe of the French forces detached
againft Brigadier Forbes, their weltern garrifons,
and Indian allies, as well as for the fubfiftence of
the corps commanded by M. de Levi, on his
enterprife againft the Mohawk-river. Mr. Bradftreet
not only reduced the fort without blood(hed, but
alfo made himlelf mafter of all the enemy’s fhipping
on the lake, amounting to nine armed veffels,
fome of which carried eighteen guns. Two of
thefe IVir. Brariﬂrcetl conveyed to Ofwego, whi-
ther he returned with his troops, after he had
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deftroyed Fort- Frontenac, with all the artillery,
ftores, provifion, and merchandife which it con-
tained. In confequence of this exploit , the French
troops to the fouthward were expofed to the hazard
of ftarving ; but it is not eafy to conceive the gene-
ral’s realon for giving orders to abandon and deﬂroy
a fort, which, if properly Rrengthened and fuftain-
ed, mlght have rendered the Englith mafters of the
Lake Ontario, and grievoufly haraffed the enemy,
both in their commerce, and expeditions to the weft-
ward. Indeed, great part of the Indian trade cente-
red at Frontenac, to which place the Indiansannual.
ly repaired from all parts of America, fome of them
at the diffance of a thoufand miles, and here exchang-
ed their furs for European commodities. Somuch did
the French traders excel the Englifli in the art of con-
ciliating the affetion of thofe favage tribes , that
great part of them, in their yearly progrels to this
remote market , actvally paffed by the Briti(h fettle-
ment of Albany, in New-York , where they might
have been fupplied with what articles they wanted
much more cheap than they could purchale them at
Frontenac or Montreal : nay, the French traders
vfed to furnifh themfelves with thefe very commodi-
ties from the merchants of New-York, and found
this traffic mouch more profitable than that of procu-
ring the fame articles from France , loaded with the
expenfe of a tedious and dangerous navigation, from
the fea to. the fource of the river St. Laurence.
§ IX. In all probability, the deliruction of Fronte-
nac facilitated the expedition againf Fort du Quefne,
intrufted to the condud of Brigadier Forbes,
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who, with his little army, began his march in the
beginning of July from Philadelphia for the river
Ohio, a prodigious trac of country very little known,
deftitute of military roads, encumbered with moun-
tains, morafles, and woods, that were almoft im-
penetrable. It was not without incredible exertion
of indufiry that he procured provifions and carriages
for this expedition , formed new roads, extended
fcouting partics, {ccured camps, and furmounted
many other difficulties in the courfe of his tedious
march, during which he was alfo haralled by fmall
detachments of the enemy’s Indians. Having pene-
trated with the main body as far as Ray’s-Town, at
the diftance of ninety miles from Fort du Quefne,
and advanced Colonel Bouquet, with two thoufand
men, about fifty miles farther, to a place called
Lyal - Henning , this officer detached Major-Grant ,
at the head of eight hundred men, to reconnoitre
the fort and its out-works. The enemy perceiving
him approach, fent a body of troops againlt him ,
fufficient to furround his whole detachment: a very
fevere acion began, which the Englifh maintained
with their ufnal courage for three hours, againft
cruel odds, but at length, being overpowered by
numbers, they were obliged to give way, and retir-
ed in diforder to Lyal-Henning, with the lofs of
about three hundred men killed or taken, including
Major Grant, who was carried prifoner to Fort du
Quefne, and nineteen officers. NotwithRtanding
this mortifying check , Brigadier Forbes advanced
with the army, refolved to profecute his operations
with vigor; but the enemy, dreading the profped of
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afiege, difmantled and abandoned the fort, andre-
tired down the river Ohio, to their fettlements on
the Mifliflippi. They quitted the forton the twenty-
fourth day of November, and nextday it was poffef-
fed by the Britith forces. As for the Indians of this
country, they feemed heartily to renounce their con-
nexions with France, and be perfectly reconciled
to the government of his Britannic Majefly. Briga-
dier Forbes having repaired the fort, changed its
name from Du Quelneto Pittfburgh, fecured it with
a garrifon of provincials, and concluded treaties of
friendfhip and alliance with the Indian tribes. Then
he marched back to Philadelphia, and inbisretreat
built a block-houfe, near Lyal- Henning, for the de.
fence of Pennfylvania; but be himfelt did notlong
furvive thefe tranfactions, his conftitution having
been exhaufted by the incredible fatigues of the fer-
vice. Thus have we given a particular detail of all
the remarkable operations by which this campaign
was diftinguifhed on the continent of America: the
reader will be convinced that, notwithftanding the
defeat at Ticonderoga, and the difalier of the advan-
ced party 1n the neighbourhood of Fort du Quefne,
the arms of Great-Britain acquired many important
advantages ; and, indeed , paved the way for the
redudtion of Quebeck, and conqueft of all Canada.
In the mean time, the Admirals Bofcawen and Hardy,
having left a confiderable fquadron at Hahfax, in
Nova-Scotia, returned with four fhips of the lineto
England, where they arrived in the beginning of No-
vember, after having given chale to fix large French
{hips, which they defcried to the weftward of Scilly,
but could not overtake or bring to an engagement.
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§ X. The conqueft of the French fettlements in the
river Senegal being deemed imperfe& and incom-
plete, whilft France {till kept poffeflion of the ifland
of Goree, the miniltry of Great- Britain refolved to
crown the campaign in Africa with the reduction of
that fortrefs. For this purpofe Commodore Keppel ,
brother to the Earl of Albemarle, was velted with
the command of a fquadron , confifting of four fhips
of the line, feveral frigates, two bomb-ketches,
and fome tranfports, having on board feven hundred
men of the regular troops, commanded by Colonel
Worge, and embarked in the harbour of Cork in Ire-
land, from whence this whole armament took their
departure on the eleventh day of November. After
a tempeltuous paffage , in which they touched at
the ifle of Teneriffe, they arrived at Goree in the
latter end of December, and the Commodore made
a difpofition for attacking this ifland, which was re-
markably ftrong by nature, but very indifferently
fortified. Goreeis a fmall barren ifland , extending
about three quarters of a milein length, of a triangu-
lar form; and on the fouth-welt fide rifing into a
rocky hill, on which the paltry fort of St. IVlichael is
fituated. There is another, ftill more inconfider-
able, called St. Francis, towards the other extremity
oftheifland ; and feveral batteries were raifed around
its fweep , mounted with about one hundred pieces
of cannon, and four mortars. The French governor,
M. de St. Jean, had great plenty of ammunition,
and his garrifon amounted to about three hundred
men, exclufive of as many negro-inhabitants. The
flat-bottomed boats, for difembarking the troops ,
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being hoilted out, and difpoled along fide of the cHAP.

different tranfports, the Commodore {tationed his
fhips on the welt-fide ofthe ifland , and the engage-
ment began with a fhell from one of the ketches.
This was a fignal for the great (hips , which poured
in their broad-fides without intermiffion, and the fire
was returned with equal vivacity from all the batte.
ries of the ifland. In the courfe of the adtion the can-
nonading from the fhips became fo fevere and ter-
rible, that the French garrifon deferted their quarters,
in fpite of all the efforts of the governor, who acquit-
ted himfelf like a man of honor ; but he was obliged
to firike his colors , and furrender at difcretion, after
a fhort but warm difpute, in which the lofs of the
Britith Commodore did not exceed one hundred men
killed and wounded. The fuccefs of the day was the
more extraordinary, as the French garrifon had not
loft a man, except one negro killed by the burlting
of a bomb- (hell, and the number of their wounded
was very inconfliderable.. While the attack lafted ,
the oppofite (hore of the continent was lined with a
concourfe of negroes, affembled toview the combat ,
who exprefled their fentiments and furprife in loud
clamor and uncouth gefticulations , and feemed to
be impreiled with awe and aftoni(hment at the power
and execution of the Britifh fquadron. The French
colors being firuck, as a fignal of fubmiffion, the
Commodore fent a detachment of marines on fhore ,
who difarmed the garrifon, and hoifted the Britith
flag upon the caftle of St. Mlichael. In the mean time
the governor and the reft of the prifoners were fecu-
red among the fhipping. Thus the important ifland
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of Goree fell into the hands of the Englifh, together
with two trading veflels that chanced to be at anchor
in the road, and ftores, money, and merchandife
to the value of twenty thoufand pounds. Part of the
troops being left in garrifon at Goree, under the
command of Major Newton, together with three
floops for his fervice, the fquadron being watered
and refrefhed from the continent, that part of which
is governed by one of the Jalof kings, and the pri-
foners, with their baggace; being difmiffed in three
cartel-(hips to France, the Commodore fet fail for
Senegal , and re-enforced Fort- Louis with the reft
of the troops, under Colonel Worge, who was at
this juncture favored with a vifit by the King of Legi-
belli : but very little pains were taken to difmifs this
potentatein good humor, or maintain the difpof{ition
he profeffed to favor the commerce of Great-Britain.
True it is, he was defirous of engaging the Englifh
in his quarrels with fome neighbouring nations ; and
fuch engagements were cautioufly and politically
avoided , becaufe it was the intereft of Great-Britain
to be upon good terms with every African prince
who could promote and extend the commerce of her
fubjeds.

§ XI. Commodore Keppel having reduced Goree,
and re-enforced the garrifon of Senegal , returned to
England, where all his (hips arrived, after a very
tempeftuous voyage , in which the fquadron had
been difperfed. This expedition, however fucgels-
ful in the main, was attended with one misfortune,
thelofs of the Lichfield {hip of war, commanded by
Captain Barton, which, together with one tranfport
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and a bomb-tender, was wrecked on the coaft
of Barbary, about nine leagues to the northward
of Saffy , in the dominions of Morocco. One hun-
dred and thirty men, including feveral officers,
perifhed on this occafion ; but the captain and the
reft of the company, to the number of two hun-
dred and twenty, made fhift to reach the fhore,

where they ran the rifque of ftarving, and were
cruelly ufed by the natives, although a treaty of
peace at that time fubfilted between Great- Britain
and Morocco; nay, they were even enflaved by
the Emperor, who detained them in captivity un-
til they were ranfomed by the Britilh government:
fo little dependence can be piaced on the faith of
fuch barbavian princes, with whom it 1s even a
difgrace for any civilized nation to be in alliance,
whatever commercial advantages may arife from
the connexion.

§ XII. The incidents of the war that happened
in the Welt-Indies, during thefe occurrences, may
be reduced to a fma]l compafs. Nothing extraor-
dinary was achieved in the neighbourhood of Ja-
miaica , where Admiral Coates commanded a fmall
fquadron , from which he detached cruifers ocea-
fionally for the protecion of the Britifh commerce ;
and at Antigua the trade was effectually fecured by
the vigilance of Captain Tyrrel, whole courage
and activity were equal to his condu and circum-
fpection. In the month of VMarch, this gentleman,
with his own fhip the Buckingham, and the Cam-
bridge , another of the line, demolifhed a fort on
the ifland of Martinique, and defiroyed four pris
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vateers riding under its protection ; but his valor ap-
peared much more confpicuous in a fubfequent en-
gagement, whichhappened in the month of Novem-
ber. Being detached ona cruifein hisown (hip , the
Buckingham , by Commodore Moore, who com-
manded at the Leeward Iflands, he fell in with the
Weazel {loop, commanded by Captain Boles, be-
tween the iflands of Montferrat and Guadaloupe,
and immediately difcovered a fleet of nineteen fail ,
under convoy of a French fhip of war carrying
feventy-four cannon, and two large frigates. Captain
Tyrrel immediately gave chafe with all the fail he
could carry, and the Weazel running clofe to the
enemy, received a whole broad-fide from the large
fhip, which, however, fhe fuftained without much
damage: neverthelels, IVir. Tyrrel ordered her com-
mander to keep aloof , as he could not be fuppofed
able to bear the fhock of large metal , and he himfelf
prepared for the engagement. The enemy’s large (hip,
the Floriffant, though of much greater force thanthe
Buckingham, inftead of lying-to for his coming up,
made a running fight with her ftern - chafe, while the
two frigates annoyed him in his courfe , fometimes
raking him for and aft, and fometimes lying on his
quarter. At length he came along fide of the Florif-
fant, within piftol-fhot, and poured in a whole broad-
fide , which did confiderable execution. The faluta-
tion was returned with equal vivacity, and a furious
engagement enfued. Captain Tyrrel was wounded
in the face, and loft three fingers of his right hand ;
fo that, being entirely difabled, he was obliged
to delegate the command of the fhip to his firft
lieutenant,
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lieutenant, Mr. Varfhal, who continued the battle
* . .
with great eallantry until he loft his life: then the
£ £ ) :
charge devolved to the fecond lieutenant, who ac-
quitted himfelf with equal honor, and fuftained a
defperate ficht azainft three {hips of the enemy. The
i 2 f

officers and crew of the Buckingham exerted thems

felves with egual vigor and deliberation , and Cap-
tain Troy, who commanded a detachment of mari-
nes on the poop, plied his fmall arms fo effectually ,
as to drive the French from their quarters. Atlength
confulion, terror, and uproar prevailing on board
the Floriffant, her firing cealed, and her colors were
hauled down about twilight; but her commander,
perceiving that the Buckingham was too much dam-
aged in her rigging to purfue with any hope of fuc-
cefs, ordered all his fails to be fet, and fled in the dark
with his two conforts. Nothing but this circum[tance
could have prevented a Britifh (hip of fixty-five guns,
indifferently manned in refpect to number, from tak-
ing a French fhip of theline, mounted with feventy-
four pieces of cannon, provided vith feven hundred
men, and aflilted by two large frigates, one of thirty-
eight guns , and the other wanting two of this num-
ber. The lofs of the Buckingham, inthis action, did
not exceed twenty men killed and wounded; whereas
the number of the flain on board the Floriflant did
not fall (hort of one bundred and eighty, and that of
her wounded is faid to have exceeded three hundred.
She was fodifabled in her hull,that (he could hardly be
kept a-float uatil the reached Martinique, where (he
was repaired ; and the largelt frigate , together with
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2

the lofs of forty men, received fuch damage as to
be for fome time quite unferviceable,

§ I, In the Haft-Indies the tranfactions of the
war were chequered with a variety of fuccefs; but,
on the whole, the defignsof the enemy were entirely
defeated. The French commander, VL. de Bufly,
had, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and
fifty-fix , quarrelled with Salabatzing, viceroy of
Decan, becaufe this Iaft would not put him in pof-
feffion of the fortrefls of Golconda. In the courfe of
the next year, while the Engl [h forces were employ-
ed in Bengal, Mr. de Bufly made himfelf mafter of
the Britih factories of [ngeram , Bandarmalanka, and
V:z?wap'uam and the rt’du&mn of this l1ait left the
enemy in pofleffion of the whole coaft of Cor m‘n"ndel
from Ganjam to Mafulipatam. Whileabody ofthc
Englifh comp'mv’q forces, under Captain Caillaud ,
endeavoured to reduce the lmpmt.:.nt fortrefls and
town of Madura, the French under M. d’Anteuil,
invelted Trichinopoly , Caillaud no fooner received
intelligence of the danger to which this place was
cxpofcd., than ke ha ﬂem‘(] to its relief , and obliged
the enemy to abandon the fiege. Then he returned
to Madura, and, after an unfuccefsful affault, made
himfelf mafter of it by capitulation. During thefe
tranfactions, Colonel Forde made an attempt upon
the fort of Nelloure, a firong place, at the diftance
of twenty - four m'les from Madras, but mifcarried ;

and this was alfo the fate of an expedition 'tqam[’c
Wandewafh, undertaken by Colanel Aldercron.
The firlt was repulfed in iorming the place, the other
was anticipated by the French army, which marched
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from Pondicherry tothe relief of the garrifon. The
French king had fent a confiderable re - enforcement
to the Eaft- Indies, under the command of General
Lally, ao officer of Irifh extraction, together with
fuch a number of (hips as rendered the fquadron of
M. d’Apché fuperior to that of Admiral Pococke ,
who had fucceeded Admiral Watfon, lately deceal:
ed, in the command of the Englith fquadron fta-
tioned on the coalt of Coromanded, which, in the
beginning of this year, was re - enforced from Eng-
land with (everal (hips, under the direion of Com-
modore Stevens. Immediately after this juncion ,
which was effe@ed in the road of Madras on the
twenty -fourth day of March, Admiral Pococke,
who had already ignalized himfelf by his courage,
vigilance, and condu&, failed to windward, with
a view to intercept the French fquadron, of which
he bad received intellizence. In two days he def-
cried in the road of FortSt. David’s the enemy’s fleet,
confifting of nine fhips, which immediately flood
out to fea, and formed the line of battle a - head.
The Admiral took the {ame precaution, and bearing
down upon M. d’Apché, the engagement began
about three in the afternoon. The French commo-
dore, having {uftained a warm a&ion for about two
hours, bore away with his whole fleet, and being
joined by two fhips, formed a line of battle againto
leeward. Admiral Pococke’s own fhip, and fome
others, being greatly damaged in their mafls and
rigging, two of his captains having mifbehaved in
the action, and night coming on, he did not think it
advifable to purfue them with all the fail he could
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carry; but, neverthelels, he followed them ata pro-

o
per diftance, ftanding to the fouth- \1’1:'." ,in anLr to

id be able

maintain the weather- gage, in cafe be {ho
to renew the action in the morning. In this expecta-
tion, however, he was dn;x;}pmn-.c\i; the enemy
fhowed no lights , nor made any {ignals that could
be obferved; and in the morning not the leaft veltige
of them appeared. Mr. Pococke, on the i'u'\i,(_.i'ltion
that they had weathered him in the night , endea-
voured to work up after them to windw A:d but find-
ing he loft ground ¢ confiderably, he :,‘mpp(-(l anchor
about three lcagues to the northward of Sadras, and
received intelligence from the chief of that {ectle-
at one of the largelt French fhips, having

a

ment, t}
been difabled in the engagement, wasrun afhore to
the fouthward of Alemparve, where their whole
fquadron lay at anchor. Such was the iffue of the
firlk action “ct veen the Eoglifh and French {quadrons
in the Eafl : .\.‘.: h, over ..m! above the lofs
of a er?-.‘. H p, is faid to have coft the enemy
about {3 e hundre d men, whereas the Britith Ad-
1 part of that number.

miral did not lofe one fi
Being diffatisfied with the behaviour of three cap-
tains, he, on his return to Vadras , n:wi,mntcd a
court - martial to inguire into their conduct ; two
were difmiffed from the {u\'i\c, and the third was
fentenced to lofe one year’s rank as a poft . captain.

6§ XIV. In the ¢ vem time [Vir. Lally had dillm-
barked his troops at Pondicherry , and taking the
field , immediately invefted the fnt of St. David’s,
while the fquadron blocked it up by fea. Two ungh[‘h

thips being at anchor in the road when the enemy
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\ arrived , their captains feeing no poffibility of efcap- cm A B
0 ing, ran them on fhore, fet them onfire, and reticed )X
e with their men into the fortrefs, which, however, 1758
¢ was in a few days furrendered. A much more refo-

, lute defence was expeéted from the courage and

; condué of Najor Polier, who commanded the gar-

‘ rifon. When he arrived at Madras, he was fubjected

; to a court of inquiry, which acquitted him of cowar-

: dice , but Were of opinion that the place might have

; held out much longer, and that the terms on which it

: furrendered were thameful, as the enemy were not

| even mafters of the outward covered way, as they

had made no breach , and had a wet ditch to fill up
and pafs, before the town could have been properly
affavlted. Polier, inorder to wipe off this difgrace,
defired to ferve as a volunteer, with Colonel Draper,

: and was mortally wounded in a fally at the fiege of
: Madras. Admiral Pococke having, to the beft of
k his power, repaired his fhattered [hips, fet fail again
i on the tenth of Vlay, in order to attempt the relief
j of Fort St. David’s ; but, notwithftanding his utmolt
endeavours, he could not reach it in time to be of
; any fervice. On the thirtieth day of the month he

came in fight of Pondicherry , from whence the
French fquadron f}ood away early next morning,

0 B i :

nor was itin his power to come up with them, though
’m‘ he made all poffible efforts for that purpofe. Then
2 receiving intelligence that fort St. David’s was fur-
k rendered to the cnemy, he returned again to I\fiadrfts,
i in order to refrefh his fquadron. On the twenty-fifth
["* day of July, lu? failed a third time in queft of VL.
: d’Apché, and , 1n two days perceived his fquadron,

o
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confilting of eight thips of the line and a frigate ,
at anchor in the road of I onulchur] They no
fooner defcried him advancing than they flood
out to fea as before, and he continued to chafe ,
in hopes of bringing them to an engagement; butall
his endeavours proved fruitefs till the third day of
Auguft, when, having obtained the weather- gage,
he bore down upon them in order of battle. The
engagement began with great impetuoflity on both
fides, but in little more than ten minutes Vir. d’ A pché
fet his fore - fail , and bore away , his whole [quadron
following his example, and maintaining a running
fight in a very irregularline. ‘The Britifth Admiral
then hoilted the fignal for a general chafe, which the
enemy perceiving, thought proper to cut away their
boats, and crowd with all the fail they could carry.
They elcaped by favorof the nightinto the road of
Pondicherry, and Vir. Pococke anchored with his
fquadron off Carical, a French fettlement, having
thus obtained an undifputed vidtory, with the lofs
of thirty men killed, and one bundred and fixteen
wounded, including Commodore Stevens and Cap-
tain Martin , though their wounds were not dange-
rons. The number of killed and-wounde:d on board
the French fquadron amounted, according to report,
to five hundred and fortv ; and their fleet was {o
much damaged , thatin the beginning of Seprrmher
their commodore ﬂnled for the ifland of Bourbon, in
the fame latitude with Madagafcar, in order to refit;
thus leaving the command and fovereignty of the
Indian fewc to the Englitlh Admiral, whofe fleet,
from the beginning of this campaign, had been much
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inferior to the French fquadron in number of fhips
and men as well as in weight of metal.

§ XV. Mr a”y E\avmq reduced Cuddalore and
Fort St. David’s refalvcd toextort a fum ofmoney
from the King o?Tan;our, on pretence that, in the
laft war, he bad granted an obligation to the French
governor for a certain fum, which had never been

paid Lally accorr‘inqu marched with a body of
tluee thoufand men into the dominions of Tanjour,
and demanded feventy - two lack of rupees. . This
extravagant demand being Tejected, he plundered
Nagare. a tradingtown on the fea-coalt, and after-
wards invelted the capital: but after he had profc-
cuted the fiege until a breach was made, his provi-
fions and ammunition beginning to fail, feveral vi-
gorous fallies being made by the forces of the King
of Tanjour, and the place well defended by Euro-
pean gunuers, fentfrom the Englith garrifon at T'ri-
.chinopoly, he found himfelf obliged to raife the
fiege , and retreat with' precipitation, leaving his
cannon hehind, He arrived at Carical about the
middle of Auguft, and from thence retired to Pondi-
cherry towards the end of September. He afrerwards
cantoned his troopsin the province of Arcot, entered
the city without oppofition, and began to make pre-
parations for the fiege of Vadras, which fhall be
recorded among the incidents of the fucceeding year.
In the mean time, the land-forces belonging to the

* Cuddalore was in fuch a defencelefs condition, that it
cou'd moke no refiftance ; and there being no place in Fort St.
David’s bomb - preof, nor any provifions or frefh water, the
garrifon furrendered in twelve days, on capitulation , afier
having {uftained a fevere bombardment. o

4
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Eaft-India company were fo much out- numbered
by the re-enforcements which arrived with Mr.
Lally, that they could not pretend to keep the field,
but were obliged to remain on the defenfive, and
provide as well as they could for the fecurity of Fort
St. George, and the other fettlements in that part of
India.

§ XVI. Having particularized the events of the
war which difRinguifhed this year in America. Afri-
ca,and Afia, thofe remote {cenes in which the intereft
of Great-Britain was immediately and intimately

concerned , it now remains to record the incidents
of the m:lrtwnr operations in G"rm'mv fupported
by Britith fubfidies , and enforced by Britith troops,

to favor the abominable defigns of an ally , from
whole [olitary ﬂ]Lnrfﬂup the Britifh nation can never
reap any folid benefit; and to defend a foreign elec-
tor, in whofe behalf Mhe had already lavithed an im-
menfity of treafure, Notwithfanding the bloodMhed
and ravages which had fignalized the former cam-
paign, the mutual loffes of the belligerent powers ,
the incredible expenfe of money , the difl Henlty of
recruiting armies thinned by fword and dift emper,
the fcarcity of forage and provifion, the diftreffes of
Saxovny in particular , and the calamities of war,
which defolated the greatefl part of the empire, no
propofition of peace was Imred by either of the
parties concerned , but the powers at variance
feemed to be cxafpcratcd againlt each other with
the moft implacable refentment. l=rr-v10 interelts
were harmonized, old prejudices rooted up, inve-
terate jealoufies affuaged, and even inconfiftencies
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reconciled, in conneding the confederacy which was
now formed and eftablifhed againft the King of
Pruffia; and, on the other hand, the King of Great-
Britain feemed determined to employ the whole
power and influence of his crown in fupporting this
monarch. Yet the members of the grand confederacy
were differently actuated by difagreeing motives,
which, in the fequel, operated for the prefervation
of his Pruffian Majefty , by preventing the full exer-
tion of their united firength. The Emprefs- Queen,
overand above her defire of retrieving Silefia, which
was her primary aim, gave way to the fugge(lions of
perfonal hatred and revenge, tothe eratification of
which (he may be faid to have facrificed, in {fome
meafure, the interefls of her family, as well as the
repole of the empire, by admitting the natural ene-
mies of her houfe into the Auftrian Netherlands, and
inviting them to invade the dominions of her co-
eftates with a formidable army. France, trueto her
old political maxims, wifhed to fee the houfe of
Auftria weakened by the divifions in the empire,
which fhe accordingly fomented: for this reafon it
could not be her intereft to effe& the ruin of the houfe
of Brandenbureh; and, therefore, {he had, no doubt,
fct bounds to the profecution of her fchemes in con-
cert with the court of Vienna; but her'defigns againft
Hanover amounted to abfolute conqueft: in pur-
fuance of thefe, fhe fent an army of one hundred
and twenty thoufand men acrofs the Rhine, inftead
of four-and-twenty thoufand, which fhe had engaged
to furnifh by the original treaty with the Emprefs-
Queen of Hungary, who is faid to have fhared in
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the fpoils of the eleGorate. The Czarina, by co-
f P,

operating with the houfes of Bourbon and Aulftria,

ratified her perfonal difguft towards the Pruffian
monarch , augmented her finances by confiderable
fubfidies from both, and perhaps amufed herfelf
with the hope of obtaining an eftabliliment in the
German empire; but whether [he wavered in her
own fentiments, or her miniftry fluGuated between
the promifes of France and the prefents of Great-
Eritain, certain it is, her forces had notaded with
vigor in Pomerania; and her General Apraxin,
inftead of profecuting his advantage, had retreated
immediately after the Praffians mifcarried in their
attack. He was indeed difgraced, and tried for
having thus retired without orders; but in all pro-
bability this trial was no other than a farce, acted to
amule the other confederates, while the Emprefs of
Ruffia gained time to deliberate upon the offers that
were made, and determine with regard to the advan-
tages or difadvantages that might accrue to her from
perfevering in the engagements which fhe had con-
tracted. Asfor the Swedes, although they had besn
inftigated to hoftilities againft Pruffia by the intrigues
of France, and flattered with ho;';e:s'of retric;'ing
Pomerania, thev profecuted thewar in fuch a difpi-
rited and ineffetual manner, as plainly proved that
either the ancient valor of that people was extind,
or that the nation was not heartily engaged in the
quarrel.

§ XVII. When the Ruffian general Apraxin re.
treated from Pomerania, Marefch.] Lehwald, who
commanded the Pruffians in that country , was left
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at liberty to turn his arms again{t the Swedes, and
accordingly drove them before him almoft without
oppofition. By the beginning of January they bad
evacuated all Pruffian Pomerania , and Lehwald in-
vaded their dominions in his turn. He, in a little
time , made himfelf mafter of all Swedilh Pomerania,
except Stralfund and the ifle of Rugen, and poffefled
himfelf of feveral magazines which the enemy had
ereted. The Auftrian army, after their defeac at
Bieflaw, had retired into Bohemia, where they were
cantoned, the head-quarters being fixed at Keenigh
krztz. The King of Pruffia having cleared all his part
of Sileia, except the town of Schweidnitz, which
he circumfcribed with a blockade, fent detachments
from his army cantoned in the neighbourhood of
Breflaw, to penetrate into the Auftrian or fouthern
part of Silefia, where they furprifed Troppau and
Jegerndorf, while he himfelf remained at Breflaw,
entertaining his officers with concerts of mufic. Not
that he foffered thefe amufements to divert his atten-
tion from fubje@s of greater importance. He laid
Swedi(h Pomerania under contribution, and made
a frefh demand of five hundred thoufand crowns
from the ele@orate of Saxony. Having received in-
timation that the Duke of [Meklenburgh, wasem-
ployed in providing magazines for the French army,
he detached a body of troops into that country,
who not only fecured the magazines, but levied
confiderable contributions; and the Duke retired
to Lubeck , attended by the French minifter. The
fates of Saxony having proved a little dilatory in
obeying his Pruffian Majefty’s injunéion , received
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J

levy and deliver, within a certain time, eighteen

a fecond intimation, importing, that they (hould
thoufand recruits for his army, pay into the hands
of his commiflary one year’s revenue of the cletorate
in advance ; and Leipzick was taxed with an extra-
ordinary fublidy of eight hundred thoufand crowns,
on pain of military execution. The States were im-
mediately convoked at Leipzick, in order to deli-
berate on thefe demands; and the city being unable
to pay fuch a confiderable fum, the Praffian troops
bezanto put their monarch’s threats in execution. He
juftified thefe proceedings, by declaring that the
enemy had practifed the fame violence and oppref-
fion on the territories of his allies; but how the
practice of his declared enemies, in countries which
they had invaded and fubdued in the common courfe
of war, Mould juftify him in pillaging and opprefling
a people, with whom neither he nor his allies were
at war, it is not ealy to conceive. Aslittle can we
reconcile this conduct to the charaéer of i« prince,
affuming the title of Prote@or of the Proteftant Reli-
gion, which is the eftablithed faith among thofe very
Saxons who were fubjecied to fuch grievous impoli-
tions; impofitions the more grievous and unmerited,
as they had never taken any fhare in the prefent war,
but cautioufly avoided every ftep that might be
conftrued into provocation, fince the King of Prufiia
declared they might depend upon his prote&ion.
§ XVII Before we proceed to enumerate the
events of the campaign, it may be neceflary to in-
form the reader, that the forces brought into the

field by the Emprefs- Queen of Hungary, and the
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States of the Fmpire, the Czarina, the Kings of cuAP.

! of France and Sweden, fell very little thort of three 1x.
] hundred thoufand men; and all thele were deftined 1758
: to a&t againft the King of Pruflia and the Elector of

J Hanover. In oppofition to this formidable confe-
) deracy, his Praffian Majelty was, by the fubfidy
' from England, the fpoils of Saxony, and the re-
: venues of Brandenburgh, enabled to maintain an

: army of one hundred and forty thoufand men;
J while the Elector of Hanover affembled a body of
¢ fixty thoufand men, compofed of his own electoral
: troops, with the auxiliary mercenaries of Heffe-

Caffel, Bukeburgh, Saxe-Gotha, and Brunfwick-
' Wolfenbuttel, all of them maintained by, the pay
of Great- Britain. At this juncture, indeed, there

5 was no other fund for their fubfiftence, as the
g countries of Hanover and Hefle were poffelled by
t the enemy, and in the former the government was
e entirely changed.

; § XIX. In the month of December in the pre-
I ceding year, a farmer of the reveoues from Paris

arrived at Hanover, where he eftablifhed his office,
i in order to a& by virtue of powers from one John
Faidy , to whom the French King granted the direc-
tion, receipt, and adminiftration of all the duties
and revenues of the eleGorate. This director was,
by a decree of the council of fate, empowered to
) receive the revenues, notonly of Hanover, but allo
of all other countries that fhould be fubjeed to his
Mof Chriftian Majefty in the courfe of the cam-
paign ; to remove the receivers who had been em-
ployed in any part of the direction, receipt, and




BOOK

111,
1758.

46 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

adminiftration of the duties and revenues of Hanover,
and appoint others in their room. The French King,
by the fame decree, ordained, that all perfons who
had been intrufted under the preceding government
with titles, papers, accounts, regifters, or eltimates,

-relating to the adminiftration of the revenues fhould

communicate them to John Faidy, or his attornies ;
that the magiltrates of the towns, diftri@s, and com-
monalties, as well as thole who dire@ed the adminif
tration of particular ftates and provinces, fhould de-
liver to the faiduJohn Faidy, orhis attornies, the pro-
duce of {ix years of the duties and revenues belonging
to the faid towns, diftricts, and provinces, reckoning
from the firft of January in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and fifty - one, together with an au-
thentic account of the fums they had paid during
that term to the preceding fovereign, and of the
charges neceffarily incurred. It appears from the na-
ture of this decree, which was dated on the cigh-
teenth day of O&ober, that immediately after the
conventions of Clofter- Seven and Bremeworden®,
the court of Verfailles had determined to change the
government and {yftem of the electorate, contrary
toan exprefs article of the capitnlation granted to the
city of Hanover, when it furrendered on the ninth
day of Auguft; and that the crown of France intended
to take advantage of the ceffation of arms, in feizing

® Six days after the convention was figned at Clofler - Seven,
another act of accommodation was concluded at Bremeworden,
between the Generals Sporken and Villemur, relatine to the
releafe of prifoners, and fome other points omitted in the
convention.
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places and provinces which were not yet fubdued;
for, by the decree above mentioned, the adminiftra-
tion of John Fai "iy exténded to the countries which
might hereafter be conquered. With what regard to
jultice. then, could the French government charge
the klector of Hanover with the infracion of articles ?
or-what refpe@ to good faith and humanity did the
Duke de Richelieu obferve , in the order iffued from
Zell, towards the end of the year, importing, that
as the treaty made with the country of Hanover had
been rendered void by the violation of the articles
figned at Clofter - Seven, all the effeds belonging to
the officers, or others, emhlnyedmthe Hanoverian
army , fhould be confifcated for the ufe of his Molt
Chriftian Majefty ?

§ XX. The Landgrave of Hefle - Caffel, being de-
firous of averting a like fform from his dominions, not
only promifed to renounce all connexion with the
Kings of Great - Britain and Pruffia, but even foli-
cited the court of France to receive him among the
number of its dependants; for, on the eighteenth day
of October, the minilter of the Duc de Deux - ponts,
delivered at Verfailles, in the name of the Landgrave,
the plan of a treaty founded on the following mndl-
tions. The Landgrave, after having exprefled an
ardent defire of attaching himfelf wholly to France,
propofed thefe articles : That he (hould enterintono
engagement againft the King and his allies ; and give
no afliftance dire@ly or indire@ly to the enemies of
his Majefty and his allies : that he fhould never give
his vote, in the general or particular affemblies of the
Empire, againft his Majefty’s intereft ; but, on the
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contrary, employ hisiatereft, jointly with France,
to quiet the troubles of the Empire: that for thisend,
his troops, which had ferved in the Hanoverian
army, fhould engage in the fers ice of France, on
condition that they (hould not act in the prefent war
againft his Britannic Majefty : that, immediately af-
ter the ratification of the treaty, his Moft Chriftian
Majefty fhould reftore the dominions of the Land-
grave in the fame condition they were in when fub-
dued by the French forces: that thefe dominions
fhould be exempted from all further contributions,
either in money, corn, forage, wood, or cattle,
though already impofed on the fubjects of Helle;
and the French troaps pay for all the provifion with
which they might be fupplied; in which cafe the
Landgrave fhould exaé no toll for warlike {tores,
provifions, or other articles of that nature, which
might pafs through his dominions: thac the King of
France (hould gnarantee all his eftates, all the rights
of the houfe of Helle-Caflel, particularly the a& of
affurance figned by his fon, the hereditary prince,
with regard to religion; ufe his interelt with the Em-
perorand the Emprefs - Queen, that, in confideration
of the immenfe loffes and damages his moft ferene
highnefs had fuffered fince the French invaded his
country, and of the great {ums he (hould lofe with
England in arrears and fubfidies by this accom:
n{odation, he might be excufed from furnilbing
his contingent to the army of the Empire, as
well as from paying the Roman months cranted
by the diet of the Empire; and if, in refentment
of this convention, the (tates of his ferene highunefs
fhould




GEORGE I 49
fhould be attacked, his Moft Chriftian Majefty

fhould afford the moft fpeedy and effe@ual fuccours.
Thefe propofals will {peak for themfelves to the read-
er's apprehenfion; and if he is not blinded by the
darkeft milts of prejudice, exhibit a clear and diftin&
idea of a genuine German ally. The Landgrave of
Hefle - Cafiel had been fed with the good things of
England , even in time of peace, when his friend-
fhip could not avail, nor his averfion prejudice the
interefts of Great- Britain: but he was retained in
that fealon of tranquillity as a friend, on whole fer-
vices the moft 1mplicit dependence might be placed
10 any future form or commotion, How far he meri-
ted this confidence and favor might have been deter-
mined by refleling on his conduct during the former
war: in the courfe of which his troops were hired to
the King of Great-Britain and his enemies aiternately,
as the fcale of convenience happened to preponde-
rate, Since the commencementof the prefent troubles,
he had acted as a mercenary to Great-Britain, al-
though he was a prnincipal in the difpute, and fiood
connected with her defigns by folemn treaty, as well
as by all the ties of gratitude and bonor: but now
that the cavfe of Hanover fcemed to be on the decline,
and his own dominions had fuffered by the fate of the
war, he not only appeared willing to abandon his
benefadtor and ally, but even fued to be inlifted in
the fervice of his adverfary. Thisintended defe@®ion
was, however, prevented by a fudden turn of for-
tune , which he could not poflibly forefee, and his
troops contmued to act in. conjundion with the
Hanoverians.

Vor. VIL E
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§ XXI. The Landgrave of Hefle-Caffel was not
fingular in making fuch advances to the French mo-
narch. The Duke of Brunfwick , {till more nearly
connected with the King of Great-Britain, ufed fuch
uncommon expedition in detaching himfelf from the
tottering fortune of Hanover, that in ten days after
the convention of Clofter - Seven he had concluded a
treaty with the courts of Vienna and Verfailles; fo
that the negociation muft have been begun before
that convention took place. On the twentieth day
of September his minifier at Vienna, by virtue of full
powers from the Duke of Brunfwick , accepted and
figned the conditions which the French hmg and his
Aufirian ally :houg!x proper to impofe. Thefe im-
ported, ‘That his Moft Chriftian Majelty fhould keep
pchcmon of the cities of Brunfwick and Wolfenbut-
tel during the war, and make ufe of the artillery, arms,
and military lores depofited in their arfenals: that the
Liuke’s forces, on their return fl'om the camp of the
LU’ of ;JP b\.;l‘ nd, fhould be difbanded and dif-
armed ; and take an oath, thatth 1ey [hould not, dur-
ing the p“":’*‘ war,
allies: that the Duke {

ferve againft the King or his

fhould be permitted to maintain
a battalion of foot, and two fquadrons of horfe, for
the guard of his perfon and caflles ; but the regunlations
Yh‘!dt py Marelchal Richelieu and the intendant of
his army (hould fubfift on their p! LfC"tl oting : that
the Duke fhould furnifh his ¢ .:mgcnt n “o’w‘,rand
troops, agreeably to the hw: of the Empire: that
his forces fhould immediately ‘join thofe which the
Germanic body had affembled ; and that he (hould

order his minifter at Rati(bon to vote conformably to
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the refolutions of the diet, approved and confirmed
by the Emperor. In confideration of all thefe con-
ceflions, the Duke was reflored to the favor of the
French King, who gracioully promifed that neither
his revenues nor his treafure {l:.ould be touched , nor
the adminiftration of juftice invaded ; and that no-
thing further (hould be demanded , but winter-quar-
ters for thofe regiments which fhould pafs that feafon
in the country of Brunfwick. How {crupuloufly fo-
ever the Duke might have intended to obferve the
articles of this treaty, his intentions were frufirated
by the condu& of his brother Prince Ferdinand, who,
being invelted with the command of the Hanoverian
army, and ordered to relume the operations of war
againft the enemy, detained the troops of Brunfwick,
as well as his nephew the Hereditary Prince, notwith-
flanding the treaty which his brother had figried, and
the injunctions which he had laid upon his fon to quit
the army, and make a tour to Holland. The Duke
wrote an expoltulatory letter to Prince Ferdinand ,
pathetically complaining that he had feduced his
troops , decoyed his fon, and dlfgraccd his family ;
infilting upon the prince’s purfuing his journey, as
well as upon the return of the troops: and threatening,
in cafe of non- comphnnce to ufe other means that
fhould be more effectual . Notwithflanding this

° Tranflation of the letter written by the Duke of Brunf.
wick to his brother , Prince Ferdinand :

£ SIR,

“ T KNOW you too well to douht that the fitnation in which
we ftand at prefent , with refpec to each other , gives you
abundance of unesfinefs; nor wili you doubt that it gives me
equal concern ; indesd , it afflits me greatly. Mean while

2
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warm remonfirance, Prince Ferdinand adhered to

his plan. He detained thetroops , and the Hereditary
could never , my deareft brother, have believed that you would
be the perfon who {hould carry away from me my eldeft ﬁm._ I
am exceedingly mortified to find myfelfunder the hard necefliy
of telling you that this ftep is contrary to the law of nations,
and the conftitutions of the Empire ; and that, if you perfift in
it, yoo will difgrace your family, and bring a ftain upon your
k]

fora
country, whichtycju pretend to furve. The Hereditary Prince
my fon, wasat Hamborgh by my order, and you have car-
ried him to Stade. Could he diftruft hi. uncle, an uncle who
hath done fo much honor to his family ? Could he believe that
this uncle would deprive him of liberty, a liberty never refufed
to the loweftofficer 2 T ordered him to make atour to Holland :
could not the loweft officer have done as much ? Let us fuppole
for a mement, that my troops, among whom he f{erved , were
to have ftaid with the Hanoverians, would it not have been
ftill in my power to give an officer leave of ablence, or even
leave to refign his commillion? and would you hinder your
brother, the head of your family, and of {uch a family as our’s,
to exercife this right with regardto a fon, who is the Heredi-
tary Prince , of who(e rights and prerogatives you cannot be
ignorant ? It is impoffible you could lm_‘-‘? conceived fuch de-
figns , without the fuggeltion of others. Thofe who did {uggeft
them have trampled on the rights of nature, of nations , and of
the princes of Germany : they have induced you to add to all
thefe the mof cruel infult on a brother whom you love, and who
always loved you with the warmeft affection. Would you have
your brother lay his juft complaints againit you before the whole
Empire, and all Europe? Are not your proceedings without
example ? What is Germany become ? What are its princes
become, and our houle in particular ? Is it the intereft of the
two kings, the caufe of your country, and my caufe that you
pretend to fupport ? I repeat it, brother , that this defign
could not have been framed by you. I again command my fon
to putfue his journey ; and I cannot conceive you will give the
leaft obfiruction : if you fhould ( which I pray God avert) I fo-
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Prince, who, being fond of the fervice, in a little
time fignalized himfelf by very extraordinary acts of
bravery and conduét; and means were found to re.
concile his father to meafures that exprefsly contra-
dicted his engagements with the courts of Vienna and
Verfailles.

§ XXII. The defeat of the French army at Rofbach,
lemnly declare thatl will ‘sot be conftrained by fuch meafures,

nor fhall 1 ever forget what T owe to myfelf. As to my troops ,
you may fee what T have written on that head to the Hanoverian

miniftry. The Duke of Cumberland, by the convention of -

Clofter-Seven , dilmiffed them, and fent them home : the faid
miniltry gave me notice of this convention , asa treaty by which
T was bound. The maich of the troops was (eteled'; and an in-
cidenc happening, they halted : that o-ftacle b~=.mg removed ,
they were to have continued their march, The court of Hanover
will be no longer bound by the convention , while I not only

- ac epted it on their word , but have alfo, in conformity with

their inftructions , negociated at Verfzilles, and at Vienna.
After all thef: fteps they would have me contradié myfelf,

break my word, and entircly ruin my efmte, as well as my ho-
nor. Did you ever know your brother guilty of fuch things?
True it is, 1have, as you fay, {acrificed my all ; or rather, I
have been facrificed. The only thing left me is my hénor; and
in the unhappy contraft of our (ituations , T lament both you
and myfelf, thatic fhould be from you, my dear brother, I
fhould receive the cruel advice to give up my honor. 1 cannot
liften toit; [vannet recede from my promife. My troops, there-
fors, muft return home , agreeably to what the Duke of
Cumberland and the Hanoverian miniftry ftipulated with regard
to me in the ftrongeft manner. 1amafraid that the true circum-
ftances of things are con-ealed from you. Net to detain your
exprefs too long , T fhall fend you, by the poft, copies of all
1 have written to the Hanoverian miniltry. Fr will grieve your
honeft heart to read it. Iam, with a heart almoft breken» yét
full of tendernefs for you , your, &c.

« Blankenburgh, Nov. 27, 1757.” E 3
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and the retreat of the Ruffians from Pomerania, had
entirely changed the face of affairs in the Empire. The
French King was foon obliged to abandon his con-
quefts on that fide of the Khine, and his threats found-
ed no longer terrible in the ears of the Hanoverian
and Pruffian allies. Aslittle formidable were the de-
nunciations of the Emperor, who had, by a decree
of the Aulic council, communicated to the diet cer-
tain mandates, iffued in themonth of Anguft in the
preceding year, on pain of the ban of the Empire,
with avocatory letters annexed , againft the King of
Great - Britain, Ele@or of Hanover, and the other
princes aing in concert withghe King of Prullia.
The French court likewife publifhed a virulent me-
morial, after the convention of Clolter- Seven had
been violated , and fet afide , drawing an invidious
parallel between the condu of the French King and
the proceedings of his Britannic Majefty ; in which
the latter is taxed with breach of faith , and almoft
every meannefs that could {tain the chara&er of a
monarch. Inanfwer to the Emperor'sdecree, and this
virulent charge, Baron Gimmengen, the clectoral
Minifter of Brunfwick-Lunenburg
diet, in November, along memorial, recapitulating
the important fervices his fovereign had done the
houfe of Auftria , and the ungrateful returns he had
reaped , in the Queen’s refufing to affift him, when
his dominions were threatened with an invafion. He
enumerated many infiancesin which fhe had affifted ,
encouraged , and even joined the encmies of the elec-
torate, in contempt of her former encouragements,
and directly contrary to the conftitution of the empire.
He refuted every article of the charge which the

h, prefented to the
[}
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French court had brought againft him in their viru-
lent libel, retorted the imputations of perfidy and
ambition, and withreipe to France, juftified every
particular of his own condudt.

§ XXIII. While the French and Hanoverian armies
remained in their winter-quarters, the former at Zell,
and the latter at Lunenbargh, divers petty enterpri-
fes were executed by detachments with various fuc-
cefs. The Hanoverian general Juncheim, having
taken poft at Halberftadt and Quedlimburgh , from
whence he made excurfions even to the gates of Brunf-
wick , and kept'the French army in continual alarm,
was vifited by a large body of the enemy, who com-
pelled him to retire to Acherfleben, committed great
excefles in the town of Halberftadtand its neighbour-
hood, and carried off hoftages for the payment of
contributions. General Hardenberg, another Hano-
verian officer, having diflodged the French detach-
ments that occupied Burgh, Vogelfack, and Ritter-
hude, and cleared the whole territory of Bremen,
in the month of January the Duke de Broglio affem-
bled a confiderable corps of troops that were cantoned
at Otterlburgh, Rothenburgh, and the adjacent coun-
try, and advancing to Bremen, demanded admittance,
threatening, that, in cafe of a refufal, he would
have recourfe to extremities, and punifh the inha-
bitants feverely , fhould they make the lealt oppofi-
tion. When theig deputies waited upon him, to de-
fire a fhort time for deliberation, he anfwered, “ Not
“ a moment — the Duke de Richelieu’s orders are
“ peremptory , and admit of no delay.” He accord-
ingly ordered the cannon to advance ; the wall was

E 4
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{caled, and the gates would have been forced open,
had not the magifirates, at the earneft importunity
of the people, refolved to comply with his demand.
A fecond deputation was immediately difpatched to
the Duke de Broglio, fignifying their compliance;
and the gates being opened , he marched into the city
at midnight, after having promifed upon his honor,
that no attempt {hould be made to the prejudice of
its rights and prerogatives, and no outrage offered
to the privileges of the regency, to the liberty, reli-
gion, and commerce of the inhabitants. This con-
queft, however, was of fhort duration. Prince Fer-
dinand of Brun{wick being joined by a body of Pruf.
fian horfe, under the command of Prince George of
Holftein-Gottorp, the wholearmy was put in motion,
and-advanced to the country of Bremen about the
middle of February. The enemy were diflodged
from Rothenburg, Otterfburgh, and Verden, and
they abandoned the city of Bremen at the approach
ofthe Hanoverian general, who took poffefiion of it
without oppofition.

§ XXV, By this time the court of Verfailles, being
diffatisfied with the condu@ of the Duke de Riche-
lien, had recalled that general from Germany, where
his place was fupplied by the Count de Clermont,
to the general fatisfation of the army, as well as
to the joy of the Hanoverian fubjedts, among whom
Richelieu had committed many flagrant and nbhu.
man adts of rapine and oppreflion.” The new com-
mander found his mafter’s forces reduced to a deplor-
able condition, by the accidents of war, and dif.
temper arifing from hard duty, fevere weather ,
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and the want of neceffaries. As he could not pretend
with fuch a wretched remnant, to oppofe the (kngzus
of Prince Ferdinand in the field, or even maintain
the mr)tmg which his prcdece(i"o: had gained, he
found himfelf untleg the n eceﬂity of retiring with all
poflible expedition towards the Rhine. As the allies

advanced, his troops retreated from their diftant

quarters with fuch precipitation, as to leave behind
all their fick, together with a great part of their
baggage and artillery, befides a great number of
officers and foldiers, that fell into the hands of thofe
parties by whom they were purlued. Theinbabitants
of Hanover, perceiving the French intended to
abandon that city , were overwhelmed with the fear
of being fubjedted to every fpecies of violence and
abufe: but their apprehenﬁons were happily difap-
pointed by the honor and integrity of the Duke de
Randan, the French governor, who not only took
effe@tunal meafures for reftraining the foldiers within
the bounds of the moft rigid difcipline and modera-
tion, but likewife exhibited a noble proof of genero-
fity, almoft without example. Inftead of deftroying
his magazine of provifions, according to the ufual
pracdtice of war, he ordered the whole to be either
fold at a low price, or difinbuted among the poor of
the city, who had been long expofed to the horrors
of famine: anact of godlike humanity, which ought
to dignify the character of that worthy nobleman
above all the titles that military fame can deferve,
or arbitrary monarchs beftow. The regency of
Hanover were fo deeply imprefled with a fenfe of
his heroic behaviour on this occafion, that they
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gratefully acknowledged it, in a letter of thanks to
him and the Count de Clermont; and on the day
of folemn thankfgiving to heaven, for their being
delivered from their enemies, the clergy in their
fermons did not fail to celebrate and extol the charity
and benevolence of the Duke de Randan. Such gloris
ous teftimonies, even from enemies, muft have
afforded the moft exquifite pleafure to 2 mind endued
with fenfibility ; and this, no doubt, may be termed
one of the faireft triumphs of bumanity.

§ XXV. The two grand divifions of the French
army, quartered at Zell and Haonover, retired in
good order to Hamelen, where they collected all
their troops, except thofe that were left in Hoya,
and about four thoufand men placed in garrifon at
Minden, to retard the operations of the combined
army. Towards the latter end of February, Prince
Ferdinand of Brunfwick, having received intelli-
gence that the Count de Chabot was pofted with a
confiderable body of troops at Hoya, upon the
Wefler, detached the Hereditary Prince of Brunf
wick, with four battalions, and fome light troops
and dragoons, to diflodge them from thatneighbour-
hood. This enterprife was executed with the utmoft
intrepidity. The Hereditary Prince paffed the Wefer
at Bremen with part of his detachment, while the reft
advanced on this {ide of the river; and the enemy,
being attacked in front and rear, were in a little time
forced, and thrown into confufion. The bridge
beingabandoned, and near feven hundred men taken
prifoners, the Count de Chabot threw himfelf, with
two battalions, into the caftle, where he refolved to
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fupport himfelf, in hope of being relieved. The
regiment of Bretagne, and fome detachmeats of dra-
goons, were actnally on the march to his affiftance.
The Hereditary Prince being made acquainted with
this circumfance, being alfo deftitute of heavy artil-
lery-to befiege the place in form, and taking it for
granted he (hould not be ableto maintain the poft
afeer it might be taken, he liftened to the terms of
capitulation propofed by the French general, whofe
garrifon was fuffered to march out with the honors
of war; but their cannon, ftores, and ammunition
were furrendered to the viGor. This was the firlt
exploit of the Hereditary Prince, whofe valor and
ad&ivity, on many fubfequent occafions, fhone with
diftinguifhed lufire. He had no {ooner reduced Hoya,
than he marched to the attack of Minden, which
he invefted on the fifth day of March, and on che
fourteenth the garrifon furrendered at difcretion.
After the redu&ion of this city, the combined army
advanced towards Hamelen, where the French
general had eftablifhed his near‘.vl_'artch' but he
abandoned them at the approach of the allies, and
leaving behind all his fick and wounded, ‘-."mh part
of his magazines, retired without halting to Pader-
born, and from thence to the Rhine, recaliing in his
march the troops that were in F‘mbf?tn, Caffel, and

the lan t-?mx' of Heffe, all which places were now
evacuated. 1="v were terribly haralled in therr

retreat by the Pruffian huflars, and a 1)0'.}/ of light-

horfe , d;’ﬂr\gru'hui by the name of Hanoverian

hnnrm'q who took a great numhber of pr;rov‘lcr*‘:

togéther with many baggage waggons, and lome
s OO co
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artillery. Such was the precipitation of the enemy’s
retreat, that they could not find time to deitroy all
their magazines of provifion and forage; and even
jorgot to callin the garrifon of Vechte, a fmall fortrefs
in the neighbourhood of Diepholt, who were made
prifoners of war, and here was found a complete
train of battering cannon and mortars. T he Count
de Clermont, having reached the banks of the Rhine,
diftributed his forces into quarters of cantonment in
Wefel and the adjoining country, while Prince
Ferdinand cantoned the allied army in the bifhopric
of Munfter: here, however, he did notlong remain
inactive. In the latter end of Vay he ordered a
detachment to pafs the Rhine at Duylburgh, under
the command of Colonel Scheither, who executed
his order without lofs, defeated three battalions of
the enemy, and took five pieces of cannon. In the
beginning of June the whole army paffed the Rhine,
on a bridge conftructed for the occalion, defeated a
body of French cavalry, and obtained divers other
advantages in their march toward Wefel. Kaiferf-
worth was furprifed, the greater part of the garrifon
either killed or taken ; and Prince Ferdinand began
to make preparations for the fiege of Dulleldorf. In
the mean time, the Count de Clermont, being
unable to flop the rapidity of his progrefs, was
obliged to fecure his troops with ftrong intrench-
ments, until he (hould be properly re-enforced.

§ XXVL The court of Verfailles, though equally
mortified and confounded at the turn of their affairs
in Germany, did not fit tamely and behold this
everfe; but exerted their ufual fpirit and expedition
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i) in retrieving th" loffes they had fuftained. They cuar
alfembled a body of troops at Hanau, under the x.
direction of the Prince de Soubife, who, it was faid, 1758
had received orders to penctrate, by the way of

. Donawert, Ingolditadt, and Arnberg, into Bohemia.

e In the mean time, re-enforcements daily arrived in

the camp of the Count de Clermont ; and as repeated
complaints had been made of the want of difcipline

and fubordination in that army, mealures were taken

for reforming the troops by feverity and example.

The Marefchal Duke de Belleifle, who now adted

as {ecretary at war with uncommon ability, wrote

a letter, direGted to all the colonels of infantry,
threatening them, in the King’s name, with the lofs

of their regiments, fhould they connive any longer

at the [candalous practice of buying commiflions:

an abufec which had crept into the fervice under
various pretexts, to the difcouragement of merit,

a7 tne relaxation of miui)lme aud the total extinction
laudable emulation. The Prince of Clermont

hax ing quitted his ftrong camp at Rhinefeldt, retired
to
confiderable corps, under the command of the Count
de St. Germain, to take poftat Crevelt, {ituated i1 a
plain between his army and the camp of the allies,
which fronted the town of Meurs : after feveral
motions on both fides, Prince Ferdinand refolved to
attack the enmy, and forthwith made a difpofiton
for this purpofe. He afligned the command of the
whole left wing, confilting of eighteen battalions
and twenty-eight fquadrons, to Lieutenant-General
Sporken : the condudt of the right wing, compofed

Nuys, alictle higher up the river, and detached a
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B 0 0k of fixteen battalions and fourteen fquadrons, was

IR M
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intrufted to the Hereditary Prince and Major-
General Wangenheim; the fquadrons, with the
addition of two regiments of Pruffian dragoons,
were under the immediate direéion of the Prince of
Holflein, while the Hereditary Prince commanded
the infantry, The light tmops, confifting of five
fquadrons of huffars, were divided between the
Prince ofHolitein and Lieutenant-General Sporken.
Major Luckner’s fquadron, together with Scheither’s
corps, were ordered to obferve the flank of the
enemy’s right, and with this view were polted in the
village of Papendeik; and a battalion of the troops
of W oiknbmt 1 were left in the town of Hullle, to
cover the rear of the army. Prince Ferdinand’s defign
was to attack the enemy on their left flank; but the
execution was rendered extremely difficult by the
woods and ditches that emba rmﬁu\i the route, and
the numerous ditches that interfeced this part of the
country. On the twenty-third day of June, at four
in the merning, the army began to move; the right
advancing iu two rolumnq as far as St ;\p,:};m;‘-.;‘
and the left marching up within half a league of

Crevelt. The Prince hav ing viewed the poflitton of
the enemy from the fleeple of St. Anthor ny, procured
guides, and having received all the neceflary hints
of information, paoacedmi to the right, in order
to charge the enemy’s left flank by the villages of
Worlk nnd Anrath; but, in order to divide their
attention , and kee') them in fufpenfe with refpect
to the nature of I]is principal attack, he di.—eﬁed

0Hic

the Generals Sporken and Oberg to wu\mn( e againft
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them by the way of Crevelt and St. Anthony, and
in particular, to make the moft of their artillery, that,
being employed in three different places at once,
they might be prevenced from fending any re-enforce-
ment to the left, where the chief attack was intend.
ed. Thefe precautions being taken, Prince Ferdinand,
putting himlelf at the head of the grenadiers of the
right wing, continued his march in two columns to the
village of Anrath, where be fell in with an advanced
party of the French, which, after a few difcharges
of mufquetry, retired to their camp and gave the
alarm. In the mean time, both armies were drawn
up in order of battle; the troops of the allies in the
plaia between the villages of Anrath and Willich,
oppofite to the French forces, whofe lefc was cover-
ed with a wood. The acion began about one in the
afternoon, with a fevere cannonading on the part of
Prince Ferdinand, which . though well fupported
proved ineffectial in drawiog the enemy from their
cover: he, therefore, determined to diffodge them
from the wood by dint of fmall arms. The Hereditary
Prince immediately advanced with the whole fron,
and a very obftinate action enfued. Mean while, the
cavaliy on the right in vain attempted to penetrate
the wood on the other fide, where the enemy had
raifed two batteries, which were {uftained by forty
fquadrons of horfe. After a terrible fire had been
maintained on both fides, till five in the afternoon,
the - grenadiers forced the intrenchments in the
wood, which were lined by the French infantry.
Thefe giving way abandoned the wood in the
utmoft diforder; but the purfuit was checked by
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the condu& and refolution of the enemy’s cavalry,
which, notwithftanding a dreadful fire from the
artillery of the allies, maintained their ground, and
covered the foot in their retreat to Nuys. The fuccefs
of the day was, in a good meafure, owing to the
artillery on the left and in the centre, with which
the Generals Sporken and Oberg had done great
execution, and employed the attention of the enemy
on that fide, while Prince Ferdinand profecuted
his attack on the other quarter. It muft be owned,
howevcr, that their right wing and centre retired
in great order to Nuys, though the left was defeated,

with the lofs of fome ﬂamia-qs colors, and pieces -

of cannon, and fix thoufand men killed, wounded,
or taken prifoners *'. This vidtory, hthvcr, vhich
coft the allies about fifteen bundred men, was not
at all decifive in its confequences; and, indeed,
the plan feemed only calculated to difplay the
enterprmng genius of the Hanoverian general. True
it is, the French army took refuge under the cannon
of Cologn, wf.uethcyuf‘nhi 1ed, withou 0
any ﬁcp {or the relief of Duffeldorf, which Prince
Ferdinand immediately invefted, and in a few
days reduced , the garrifon being allowed to
march out Wth the honors of war, on condition

Iz m . ey T R T . .
Among the French officers who loft their fives in thi

engagement, was the Count de Gifors, only
Marefchal Duke de Belleifle, and laft hope  of th:
family, a young rmolu.-a.m of e rdinary accomj
who finifhed a f] ort life (:["'1101.,. in the embrane of
glory, and fell g,ul.ui- ly fighting at the head of his own regi-
ment, to the inexprellible grief of hisa
univerfal regree of his couancry.

ged father, and the

that
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that they (hould not; for the fpace of one year,
carry arms again(t the allies.

§ XXVIL. le was at this period that Count de
Clermont refigned his command, which was con-
ferred upon M. de Contades, and the French army
was confiderably re-enforced. He even threatened
to attack Prince Ferdinand in his turn, and madeé
fome motions with that defign, but was prevented
by the liztle river Edff, hebind. which the prince re-
folved to lie quiet, until he (hould be joined by the
body of Britith troops under the command of the
Duke of Marlborough, the firlt divifion of which
had jult landed at Embden. He flattered himfelf
that the Prince of Yfenburgh, at the head of the
Heffian troops, would find employment for the
Priuce de Soubife, who had marched from Hanau
with a defign to penetrate into the landgraviate of
Hefle - Caffel :  his vanguard had been already fur-
prifed and defeated by the militia of the country ; and
the Prince of Yienburgh was at the head of a confi-
derable body of regular forces, affembled to oppofe
his further progrefs. Prince Ferdinand, therefore,
boped that the operations of the French general
would be effectually impeded; until he himfelf, being
joined by the Briti(h troops, fhould be in a cundmon
to pafs the Meufe, transfer the feat of war into the
enemy’s country, thus make a diverfion from the
Rhine, and perhaps oblige the Prince de Soubife
to come to the afliltance of the principal French
army, commanded by M. de Contades. He had
formed a plan which would have anlwered the pur-
pofes effectually, and, in execution of it, marched ta

Vor. VIL B
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Ruremond on the Maefe, when his mealures were
totally difconcerted by a variety of incidents which
he could not forefee. The Prince of Y{enburgh was,
on the twenty - third day of July, defeated at San-
gerfhaofen by the Duke de Broglio, whom the Prince
de Soubife had detached again(t him with a pumber
of troops greatly fuperior to that which the Heflian
general commanded. The Duke de Broglio, who
commanded the corps that formed the vanguard of
Soubife’s army; having learned at Caffel, that the
Helfian troops, under the Prince of Yfenburgh,
were retiring towards Minden, he advanced , on the
twenty - third of July, with a body of eight thoufand
men, to the village of Sangerthaufen, where he found
them drawn ap in order of battle, and forchwith made
adifpofition for the attack. At firft his cavalry were
repulfed by the Heflian horfe, which charged the
French infantry, and were broke in their turn. The
Heffians, though greatly inferior in number to the
enemy, made a very obltinate refiltance, by favor of
a rock 1 the Fulde that covered their right, anda
wood by which their left was fecured. The difpute
was {o obltinate, that the enemy’s left was obliged to
give ground, but the Duke de Broglio orderinga
frefh corps to advance, changed the fortune of the
day. The Heffians, overpowered by numbers, gave
way; part plunged into the river, where many
perithed, and part threw themfelves into the wood,
through which they efcaped from the purfuit of the
huffars, who took above two hundred foldiers and
fifty officers, including the Count de Canitz, who was
fecond in command. They likewife found on the
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field of battle feven pieces of cannon, and eight at
Minden : but the carnage was pretty confiderable,
and nearly equal on both fides. The number of the
killed and wounded, on the fide of the French, ex-
ceeded two thovfand ; thelofs of the Heflians was not

fo great. The Prince of Ylenburgh, having collected -

the remains of his littlearmy, took poft at Eimbeck,
where he foon was re- enforced, and found him-
felf at the head of twelve thoufand men: but, in
confequence of this advantage , the enemy became
mafters of the Wefer, and opened to themlelves
a free paffage into Wefipbalia.

§ XXVIIL. The progrefs of Prince Ferdinand
upon the Maefle had beenretarded by a long fuccef-
fion of heavy rains; which broke up the roads, and
rendered the country impaflable; and now the cer-

tain information of this unlucky check left him no

alternative but a battle or a retreat acrofs the Rhine:
the firft was carefully avoided by the enemy; the
latter refolution, therefore, he found himfelf under
a necellity to embrace. In his prefent pofition he was
hampered by the French army on one wing , on the
other by the fortre(s of Guelders, the garrifon of
which had been lately re-enforced, as well as by
divers otherpolis, capable of obftructing the convoys
and fubfiftence of the combined army : befides, he
had reafon to apprehend that the Prince de Soubife
would endeavour to intercept the Britifh troops in
their march from Embden. Induced by thefe confi-
derations, he determined to repals the Rhine, after
having offered battle to the enmemy, and made

feveral motions for that purpofe, Finding themaverle
i
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to an engagement, he made his difpofitions for
forcing the firong pafls of Wachtendonck, an
ifland furrounded by the Niers, of very difficult ap-
proach, and fituated exactly in his route to the Rhine.
This fervice was performed by the Hereditary Prince
of Brunfwick, who, perceiving the enemy had drawn
up the bridge, rufthed into the river at the head of
his grenadiers, who drove them away with their
bayonets, and cleared the bridges for the pallage of
the army towards Rhinebergen. At this place Prince
Ferdinand received intelligence that IVI. de Chevert,
reputed one of the beft officers in the French fervice,
had paffed the Lippe with fourteen battalions and
feveral fquadrons, to join the garrifon of Wefel, and
fall upon Lieutenant- General Imhoff, who com-
manded a detached corps of the combined army at
Meer , that he mightbe at hand to guard the bridge
which the prince bad thrown over the Rhine at Rees.
His Serene Highnefs was extremely defirous of fend-
ing fuccours to General Imhoff ; but the troops were
too much fatigued to begin another march before
morning; and the Rhine had overflowed its banks
in fuch a manner as to render the bridge at Reesim-
palfable, fothat VL. Imhoff was left to the refources
of his own condué and the bravery of his troops,
confifting of fix battalions and four fquadrons,already
weakened by the abfence of different detachments.
This general having received advice, on the fourth
of Auguft, that the enemy intended to pafs the
Lippe the fame evening with a confiderable train
of artillery, in order to burn the bridge at Rees,
decamped with a view to cover this place, and
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join two battalions which had paffed the Rhine in
boats, under the command of General Zaftrow,
who re-enforced him accordingly; but the enemy
not appearing, he concluded the information was
falfe, and refolved to refume his advantageous poft
at Meer. Of this he had nofooner repoflefled himfelf,
than his advanced guards were engaged with the
enemy , who marched to the attack from Welel,
under the command ef Licutenant-General de
Chevert, confilting of the whole corps intended
for the fiege of Dufleldorf. Imhoff’s front was
covered by coppices and ditches, there being a rifing
ground on his right, from whence he could plaioly
difcern the whole force that advanced againft him,
together with the manner of their approach. Per-
ceiving them engaged in that difficult ground, he
pofted one regiment in a coppice, with orders to fall
upon the left flank of the enemy, which appeared
quite uncovered; and as foon as their fire began,
advanced with the relt of his forces to attack them
in front. The bayonet was ufed on this occafion, and
the charge given with fuch impetuofity and refolu-
tion, that after a fhort refiftance, the enemy fell
into confufion, and fled towards Wefel, leaving on
the {pot cleven pieces of cannon, with a great
number of waggons and other carriages: belides
the killed and wounded, whe amounted to a pretty
confiderable number, the vidtor took three hundred
and fifty - four prifoners, including eleven officers;
whereas, on his part, the vidtory was purchafed
at a very fmall expenfe,

§ XXIX. Immediately after this adion, General

F3
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Wangenheim paffed the Rhine with feveral {qua-
drons and battalions, to re - enforce General Imhoff,
and enable him to profecute the advantage he had
gained, while Prince Ferdinand marched with the
reft of the army to Santen : from thence he proceeded
to Rhineberg, where he intended to pafs; but the
river had overflowed to fuch a degree, that here, as
well as at Rees, the (hore was inacceflible ; fo that he
found it neceffary to march farther down the river,
and lay a bridge at Gricthuyzen. The enemy had
contrived four veflels for the deltru@ion of this
bridge ; but they were all taken before they could
put the defign in execution, and the whole army
pafled on the tenth day of Auguft , without any lofs
or further interruption. At the fame time the prince
withdrew his garrifon from Dulleldorf, of which the
French immediately took poflfeflion. Immediately
after his paffage he received aletter from the Duke of
Marlborough, acquainting him that the Britith
troops had arrived at Lingen, in their route to Coes-
feld : to which place General Imhoff was fent to re-
ceive them, with a trong detachment. Notwithftand-
ing this jun&ion, the two armies on the Rhine were
fo equally matched, that no ftroke of importance
was [truck on e;thcr fide during the remaining part
of the campaign. V1. de Contac!es, feeing no profpect
of obtaining the lealt advantage over Prince Ferdi-
nand, detached Prince Xaverius of Saxony with a
firong re-enforcement to the Prince de Soubife,
who had taken poffelfion of Geettingen, and feemed
determined to attack the Prince of Yfenburgh at
Eimbeck. That this officer might be able to give
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him a proper reception, Prince Ferdinand, detached
General Oberg with ten thoufand men to Lipftadt,
from whence, fhould occalion require, they might
continue their march, and join the Heflians. T he
whole body, when thus re-enforced , did not exceed
twenty thoufand men, of whom General Oberg now
affumed the command: whereas the troops of Sou-
bife, were increafed to the number of thirty thoufand.
The allies had taken polt upon the river Fulde at
Sanderthaulen, where they hoped-the French would
attack them; but'the defign of Soubife was firlt to dif-
lodge them from that advantageous ficuation. Wich
this view, he made a motion, asif he had intended
to turn the camp of the allies by the road of Mindea.
In order to prevent the execution of this fuppofed
defign, General Oberg decamped on the tenth of
O&ober, and, pafling by the village of Landwern-
hagen, advanced towards Luttenberg, where , un-
derftanding the enemy were at his heels, he forthwith
formed his troops in order of battle , his right to the
Fulde, and bis left extending to a thicket upon an
eminence, where he planted five field - pieces. The
cavalry fupported the wings in a third line, the
village of Luttenberg was in the rear, and four
pieces of cannon were mounted on a rifing ground
that flanked this village. The French having like-
wife paffed Landwernhagen, pofted their left to-
wards the Fulde, theirrightextending far beyond the
left of the allies, and their front being (trengthened
with above thirty pieces of cannon. At four in the
afternoon the enemy began the battle with a fevere
cannonading, and at the fame time the firlt line
F 4
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of their infantry attacked Major - General Zafirow,
who was polted on the left wing of the allies.
This body of the French was repulfed; but in
the fame moment, a confiderable line of cavalry
advancing, charged the allies in front and flank.
Thefe were fupported by a frefh body of infantry
with cannon, which, after a warm difpute , obliged
the confederates to give way; and General Gberg,
in order to prevent a total defeat, made a dif-
pofition for a reweat, which was performed in
tolerable order; not but that he fuffered greatly,
in pafling through a defile, from the fire of the
enemy’s cannon, which was brought up, and
managed under the direction of the Dukede Broglio,
Having marched through Minden, by midaight,
the retiring army lay till morning under arms in
the hittle plain near Grupen, on the other fide of
the Wefer; but at day-break profecuted their
march, after having withdrawn the garrifon from
Minden, until they arrived in the neighbourhood
of Gunterfheim, where they encamped. In this en-
gagement General Oberg loft about fifteen hundred
men, his artillery , baggage, and ammunition. He
was obliged to abandon a magazine of hay and
firaw at Minden , and leave part of his wounded
men in that place to the humanity of the vi&or.
But, after all, the French general reaped very
little advantage from his victory.

§ XXX. By this time Prince Ferdinand had retired
into Weftphalia, and fixed his head. quarters at
Munfter, while V. Contades encamped near Ham
upon the Lippe; fo that, although he had obliged
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the French army to evacuate Hanover and Hefle in
the beginning of the year, when they were weakened
by death and diftemper, and even driven them
beyond the Rhine, where they fuftained a defeats
yet they were foon put in a condition to baffle all his
future endeavours, and penetrate again into Weltpha-
lia, where they eftabl.fhed their winter- quarters,
extending themfelves in fuch a manner as to com-
mand the whole courfe of the Rhine on both fides,
while the allies were difpofed in the landgraviate of
Hefle- Caflel, and in the bifhoprics of Munfter,
Paderborn, and Hildefheim. The Britifh troops had
joined them fo late in the feafon, that they had no

opportanity to fignalize themfelves in the field; yet
thefarigues of the cuarn,gu which they had feverely
felc, nroved fatal to their commander, the Duke of
]\Ln Iborongh , who died of a dyfentery at Munfter,
univerfally lamented,

§ XXXJ. Having thus particularized the opera-
tions of the zllied army fince the commencement of
the campaign, we [hall now endeavour to trace the
fieps of the King of Pruffia, from the period at which
his army was affembled for action. Having collected
his force as foon as the feafon would permit, he
undertook the fiege of Schweidnitz in form, on the
twenty-firft day of March; and carried on his opera-
tions with fuch vigor, that in thirteen days the gar-
rifon furrendered themfelves prifoners of war, after
baviog loft one half of their number in the defence of
the plare While one part of his troops were engaged
in this fervice , he himfelf, at the head of another,
advanced to the eafltern frontier of Bohemia, and
fent a detachment as far as Trautenaw, garrifoncd
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by a body of Aulftrians, who, after an obftinate re-
fiftance, abandoned the place, and retreated towards
their grand army. By this fuccels he opened to him-
felf a way into Bohemia, by which he poured in
detachments of light troops, to raife contributions,
and harafs the out. poflsof the enemy. At the fame
time the Baron de la Mothe Fouquet marched with
another body againft the Auftrian General Jahous,
pofted in the county of Glatz, whom he obliged to
abandon all the pofis he occupied in that country, and
purfued as far as Nachod, within twenty miles of
Keniglkretz, where the grand Auftrian army was
encamped, under the command of Marefchal Daun,
who bad lately arrived from Vienna ™. Over and
above thefe excurfions, the King ordered a body of
thirty thoufand men to be affembled, toact under
the command of his brother Prince Henry, an ac-
complifbed warrior, againft the army of the Empire,
which the Prince de Deux - ponts, with great diffi-
culty , made a fhift to form again near Bamberg,
in Franconia.

§ XXXIL. The King of Pruffia, whofe defigns
were perhaps even greater than he cared to own,
refolved to fhift the theatre of the war, and penetrate
into Moravia, afertile country, which had hitherto

' At this juncure the Pruffian commandant of Drefden
being admitted into the Japan-palace, to fee the curious porce-
laine with whichitis adorned , perceived a door built un; and
ordering the paffage to be opened , entered a large anafrment,
where he found three thoufand tents, and other field-utenfls.
Thefe had been concealed here when the Pruffians frft took
pofleflion of the city: they were immediately feized by the com-
mandant , and difiributed among the troops of Prince Henry’s
army.
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been kept facred from ravage and contribution.
Having formed an army of fifty thoufand choice-
troops, near Niefs, inSilefia, hedivided theminto
three columns; the firlt commanded by Marefchal
Keith, the fecond by himfelf in perfon, and the third
condu@ed by Prince Maurice of Anhalt Deffau. In
the latter end of April they began their march to-
wards Moravia ; and General De 1a Ville, who com-
manded a body of troops in that country , retired as
they advanced , after having thrown a {trong re - en-
forcement into Olmutz , which the King was deter-
mined to befiege. Had he paffed by this fortrefs,
which was [trongly fortified, and well provided for
a vigorous defence, he might have advanced to
the gates of Vienna, and reduced the Emperor to the
necelfity of fuing for peace on his own terms; but it
feems he was unwilling to deviate fo far from the
common maxims of war as to leave a fortified place
in the rear; and, therefore, he determined to make
himfelf mafter of it before he fhould proceed. For
this purpofe it was immediately invefted: orders were
ilTued to haften up the heavy artillery, and Mare-
fchal Keith was appointed to fuperintend and dire&
the operations of the fiege. Mean while, the Au-
firian commander , Count Daun , being informed of
his Praffian Majeflty’s motions and defigns, quitted
his camp at Leutomyflel in Bohemia, and entered
Moravia by the way of Billa. Being flill too weak
to encounter the Pruffians in the field, he extended
his troops in the neighbourhood of the King’s army,
between Gewitz and Littau, in a mountainous firu.
ation, where he ran little or norilk of being attacked.

CHAP.

IX.
1758,




BOOKR
IIL
1758

26 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Here he remained for fome time in quiet, with the
fertile country of Bohemia in his rear, from whence
he drew plenuful fupplies, and received daily re-
enforcements. His [cheme was to relieve the be-
fieged occafionally, to harafs the befiegers, and to
intercept their convoys from Silefia; and this fcheme
fucceeded to his wilh. Olmutz is fo extenfive in its
works, and fo peculiarly fituated on the river Mo-
rava, thatit could not be completely invelted with-
out weakening the pofts of the befieging army, by
extending them to a prodigious circuit; fo that, in
fome parts, they were eafily forced by detachments
in the nights, who fell upon them fuddenly, and
feldom failed to introduce into the place fupplies of
men, provifions, and ammunition. The forage in
the neighbourhood of the city having been previ-
oufly deftroyed, the Pruffian horfe were obliged to
make excurfions at a great diflance, confequently
expofed to fatigue, and liable to furprife; and, ina
word , the Pruffians were not very expert in the art
of town - taking.

§ XXXIIL Count Daun knew how to take advan-
tage of thefe circumftances, without hazarding a
battle, to which the King provoked him in vain.
While the garrifon made repeated fallies to retard
the operations of the befiegers, the Auftrian general
bharafled their foraging parties, fell upon different
quarters of their army in the night, and kept them
in continual alarm. Neverthelefs, the King finifhed
his firlt parallel; and proceeded with fuch vigor as
feemed to promife a fpeedy reduction of the place,
‘when his defign was entirely frufirated by an
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untoward incident.. Marelchal Daun, having re-.

ceived intelligence that a large convoy had fet out
from Silefia for the Pruffian camp, refolved to feize
this opportunity of compelling the King to defift
from his enterprife. He fent General Jahnus, with
a ftrong body of troops, towards Bahrn, and another
detachment to Stadtoliebe, with inftructions to at-
tack the convoy on different fides ; while he himfelf
advanced towards the befiegers, as if he intended to
give them battle. The King of Pruffia, far from
being deceived by this feint, began, from the motions
of the Auftrian general, to fufpect his real fcheme,
and immediately difpatched General Ziethen , with
a firong re- enforcement, to proted the convoy,
which was efcorted by eight battalions, and about
four thoufand men, who had been fick, and were
juft recovered. Before this officer joined them , the
convoy had been attacked on the twenty - eighth day
of June ; but the affailants were repulfed with confi-
derable lofs. Marefchal Daun, however, took care
that they fhould be immediately re-enforced; and
next day the attack was renewed with much greater
effet. Four hundred waggons, guarded by four bat-
talions, and about one thoufand troopers, had juft
paffed the defiles of Domftadt, when the Auftrians
charged them furioufly onevery fide : the communi-
cation between the head and the reft of the convoy
was cut off ; and General Ziethen , after having
exerted all his efforts for its prefervation, being
obliged to abandon the waggons, retired to Trop-
pau. Thus the whole convoy fell into the hands of
the enemy, who took above fix hundred prifoners,
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together with General Putkammer; and the King of
Pruffia was obliged to relinquith his enterprife. This
was a mortifying neceflity to a prince of his high
fpirit, at a time when he faw himfelf on the eve of
reducing the place , notwithftanding the gallant de-
fence which had been made by General Marfhal ,
the governor. Nothing now remained but to raife
the fiege, and retire without lofs in the face of a vi-
gilant enemy, prepared to feize every opportunity of
advantage: a talk which, how hard foever it may
appear, he performed with equal dexterity and fuc-
cefs. Inftead of retiring into Silefia, he refolved to
avert the war {rom his own dominions, and take the
route of Bohemia, the frontiers of which were left
uncovered by Marefchal Daun’s lat motion, when
he advanced his quarters to Pofnitz, in order to fuc-
cour Olmutz the more effectually. After the King
bad taken his meafures, he carefully concealed his
defign from the enemy, and, notwithftanding the
lofs of his convoy, profecuted the operations of the
fiege with redoubled vigor, till the firft day of July,
when he decamped in the night, and began his
march to Bohemia. He himfelf, with one divifion,
took the road to Konitz; and Marelchal Keith ha.
ving brought away all the artillery , except four
mortars , and one difabled cannon , purfued his
marchby the way of Littau to Muglitz and Tribau.
Although his Pruffian MajeRy bad gained an entire
march upon the Auflrians, their light troops, com-
manded by the Generals Buccow and Laud;)]m, did
not fail to attend and harafs his army in their retreat;
but their endeavours were in a great meafure
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fruftrated by the condu@ and circumfpe&ion of the
Pruffian commanders. After the rear of the army

had paffed che defiles of Krenau, General Lafci, who,

was pofted at Gibau with a large body of Auftrian
troops occupied the village of Krenau, with a detach-
ment of grenadiers , who were foon diflodged ; and
the Pruffians purfued their march by Zwittau to
Leutomyffel, where they feized a magazine of meal
and forage. In the mean time, General de Ratzow ,
who conducted the provifions and artillery , found
the hills of Hollitz poflefled by the enemy, who
cannonaded him as he advanced ; but Marefchal
Keith coming up, ordered him to be attacked in the
rear ; and they fled into 2 wood with precipitation,
with the lofs of fix officers and three hundred men,
who were taken prifoners. While the Marefchal
was thus employed, the King proceeded from Leu-
tomyflel to Keeniglkretz,, where General Buccow,
who had got the {tart of him, was pofted with feven
thoufand men behind the Elbe, and in the intrench-
ments which they had thrown up all round the city.
The Pruffian troops as they arrived pafled over the
little river Adler, and as the enemy had broken
down the bridges over the Elbe, the King ordered
them to be repaired with all expedition, being de-
termined to attack the Auftrian intrenchments : but
General Buccow did not wait for his approach. He
abandoned his intrenchments, and retired with his
troops to Clumetz; fo that the King took pofleflion
of the moft important poft of Keeniglkretz without
further oppofition. An Auftrian  corps having taken
poft between him and Hollitz, in order to obfiruét
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B0 0K themarch of the artillery, headvanced againft them
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in perfon, and having driven them from the place,
all his cannon, military ftores, provifion, with fif-
teenn hundred fick and wounded men; arrived in
fafety at Keeniglkretz, where the whole army en-
cammped. His intention was to transfer the feat of
war from Moravia to Bohemia, where he f(hould
beable to maintain a more eafy communication with
his own dominions : but a more powerful motive
foon obliged him to change his refolution.

§ XXXIV. After the Ruflian troops under Apra-
xin had retreated from Pomerania in the courfe of
the preceding year, and the Czarina feemed ready
to change her {yftem, the courts of Vienna and Ver-
failleshad, by dint of fubfidies, promifes, prefents,and
intrigues, attached her, in all appearance, more firmly
than ever to the confederacy ; and even induced her
to augment the number of troops deftined to a&t
againft the Pruffian monarch. She not only figned
her acceflion in form to the quadruple alliance with
the Emprels - Queen and the Kings of France and
Sweden ; but, in order to manifelt her zeal to the
common caufe, fhe difgraced her chancellor , Couint
Beftuchef, who was fuppofed averfe to the war:
fhe divided her forces into feparate bodies, under
the command of the Generals Fermer and Browne,
and ordered them to put their troops in motion in the
middle of winter. Fermer accordingly began his
march in the beginning of January , and on the
twenty - {fecond his light troops took poffeffion of
Keenigfberg, the capital of Pruffia, without oppo-
fition ; for the King’s forces had quitted that country,

in
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n iif ordér to préfecute the war in the weltern partsof cH aP.
: Pomerania. They did not, however, maintain them- 1%,
1'f' felves in this part of the country ; but, after having 1758
in ravaged fome diftricts, returned to the main body;
e which halted on the Viftula, to the no fmall diftur-
o bance of the city of Dantzick. The refident of the
d Czarina adtuvally demanded that the magiftrates
h thould receive a Ruffian garrifon: a demand which
¢ they not only peremptorily refufed; but ordered all
the citizens to arms, and took every other method
: to provide for their defence. At length, after fome
b negociation with General Fermer , the affair was
Iy compromifed: he defifted from the demand, and
42 part of his troops pafled the Viftula, feemingly to
nd invade Pomerania ; in the ealtern part of which
ly Count Dohna had affembled an army of Pruoflians to
et oppole their progrels. But after they had pillaged the
at open country , they rejoined their main body ; and
ned General Fermer, turning to the left, advanced to-
i wards Silefia,; inorder toco- operate with the other
-l Ruffian army commanded by Browne, who had

taken his route throngh Poland, and already paffed
the Pofna:; By the firft of July, both bodies had rea-
ched the frontiers of Silefia, and fome of their Cof-
facks, penetrating into that province, had commit-
ted dreadful ravages, and overwhelmed the inha-
bitants with eounfliernation. Count Dohna , with
‘ the Pruffian army under his command, had attended
i their motions, and even paffed the Oder at Frank-
fort, as if he had intended to give them battle : but
he was too much inferior in number to hazard fuch a
ftep, which became an object of his fovereign’s owir
perfonal attention. IVlarefchal Daun had followed
VoL VM. &
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the King into Bohemia, and, on the twenty - fecond
day of July,, encamped on the hills of Libifchau, a
fituation almoft inacceflible, where herefolved to
remain, and watch the motions of the Pruffian mo-
narch , until fome opportunity fhould offer of acting
to advantage. Nature feems to have exprefsly formed
this commander with talents to penetrate the defigns,

_embarrafs the genius, and check the impetuofity of

the Pruffian monarch. He was juftly compared to
Fabius Maximus , diftinguithed by the epithet of
Cunéator. He poflefled all the vigilance, caution,
and fagacity of that celebrated Roman. Like him,
he hovered on the {kirts of the enemy, barafling
their parties, accultoming the foldiers to ftrict difci-
plie, hard fervice, and the face of a formidable foe,
and watching for opportunities which he knew how
to feize with equal courage and celerity.

§ XXXV. The King of Pruffia, being induced by
a concurrence of motives to ftop the progrefs of the
Ruflians in Silefia, made his difpofitions for retreating
from Bohemia , and on the twenty - fifch day of July
quitted the camp at Keniglkretz. He was attended
in his march by three thoufand Aufirianlight troops,
who did not fail to incommode his rear : but notwith-
ftanding thefe impediments , he paffed the Mittau,
proceeded on his route, and on the ninth day of
Auguftarnived at Landfhut. From thence he haften.
ed with a detachment towards Frankfort on the
Oder, and joined the army commanded by Lieute-
nant- General Dohna at Gorgas. Then the whole
army paffed the Oder by a bridge thrown over it at
Garaviie, and having refted one day , advanced to
Dertmitzel, where he encamped. The Ruffians,
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under General Fermer, were pofted on the other fide
of the little river Mitzel, their right extending to
the village of Zwicker , and their left to Quertchem.
The King being determined to hazard a battle, paffed
the Mitzel on the twenty -fifth in the morning , and
turning the flank of the enemy, drew up his army in
order of battle in the plain bétween the little river and
the town of iZorndorf: The Ruffians; by whom he
was outnumbered, did not decline the difpute ; but
as the ground did not permit them to extend them-
felves, they appeared in four lines, forming a front
on every fide, defended by cannon and chevauxs
de-frife, theirright flank covered by the village of
Zwicker. After a warm cannonade, the Pruffian
infantry were ordered to attack the village, and a
bodyofgmnmﬁwsadvmmedtothcaﬁéMt;butthﬁ
brigade unexpededly giving way, occalioned a con-
fiderable opening in the line, and left the whole
left flank of the infantry uncovered.  Before the
enemy could take advantage of this incident, the
interval was filled up by the cavalry uader the com-
mand of General Seydlitz; and the King,; with his
ufual prefence of mind fubfticuted another choice
body of troops to carry on the attack. This began
about noon, and continued for fome time; during
which both fides fought with equal courage and per-
feverance: atlength General Seydlitz, baving routed
the Ruflian cavalry, fell upon the flank of the infan.
try with great fury, which being alfo dreadfully
annoyed by the Pruffian artillery , they abandoned
the village, together with their military chelt, and
great part of their baggage. Notwithftanding this
lofs , which had greatly difordered their right wing;,
G 2
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they continued to ftand their ground, and terrible
havoc was made among them, not only with the
fword and bayonet, but alfo by thecannon, which
were loaded with grape-fhot, and being excellently
ferved, did great execution, Towards evening the
confufion among them increafed to fuch a degree,
that inall probability they would have been entirely
routed, had they not been favored by the approa-
ching darknefs, as well as by a particular operation
which was very gallantly performed. One of the
Ruffian generals perceiving the fortune of the day
turned againft them, rallied a felect body of troops ,
and made a vigorous impreffion on the right wing
of the Pruffians. This effort diverted their attention
fo ftrongly to that quarter, that the right of the Ruf-
fians enjoyed arefpite, during which they retired in
tolerable order , and occupied a new poft on the
right, where the reft of their forces were the more
eafily alfembled. In this battle they are faid to have
loft above fifteen thoufand men, thirty-feven colors,
five ftandards, twelve mortars, the greater partof their
baggage, and above one hundred pieces of cannon.
Among the prifoners that fell into the hands of the
vidtor, were feveral general officers, and 2 good num-
ber loft their lives on the field of battle. The victory
coft the King above two thoufand men, including
fome officers of diflinction, particularly two aides-
de-camp , who attended his own perfon, which he
expofed without fcruple to all the perils of the day.
It would have redounded ftill more to his glory, had
he puta {top to the carnage; for after all refiltance was
atanend, the wretched Ruflians were hewn down
without mercy. 1t muft be owned, indeed, that the
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Pruffian foldiers were in a peculiar manner exafpe-
rated againft thisenemy, becaufe they had laid wafte
the country, burned the villages, ruined the peafants,
and committed many horrid aés of barbarity, which
the practice of war could not authorize *'. The

A detail of the cruelties committed by thofe barbarians
cannot be read without herror.  They not only burned a great
number of villages, but they ravithed, rifled, murdered, and
mutilated the inhabitants , without diftin&ion of age or fex,
without any other provocation or incitement than brutal Iug
and wantonnefs of barbarity. They even violated the fepulchies
of the dead, which have been held facred among the moft fa-
vage nations. At Camin and Breckholtz they forced oper the
graves and fepulchral vaults, and firipped the bodics of the
Generals Schlaberndorf and Ruitz , which had been depofited
there. But the collected force of their vengeance was difcharg-d
againft Cuftrin, the capital of the New Marche of Branden-
burgh , fituated at the conflux of the Warta and the Oder,
about fifteen Englith miles from Frankfort. The particulars of
the difafter that befell this city are pathetically refated in the
following extracts from a letter written by an inhabitant and
eye - witnefs.

 On the thirteenth of Auguft, about three o’clock in the aftere
noon, a fudden report was fpread that a body of Ruffian hufTars
and Coflacks appeared in fight of the little fuburb. All the peo-
ple were immediately in motion, and the whole city wa: filled
with terror, efpecially as we were certainly informed that the
whole Ruflian army was advancing from Meferick and Keenigf-
walda, by the way of Landsberg. A re-enforcement was imme=
diately {ent to our piguet- guard in the fuburb, amounting ,
by this junétion,to three hundred men, who were {oon attacked
by the enemy, and the {fkirmifh lafted from four till feven o’clock
in the evening. During this difpute, we could plainly perceive,
from our ramparts and church - fteeple , feveral perfons of dif-
tinction, mounted on Engli(h hotfes, reconnoitring our fo:tifi-
cation throngh perfpective glaffes. They retired , however ,
when our cannon began to fire: then our piquet took poffe(fion
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Pruffian army pafled the night under arms, and next
morning the cannonade was renewed aginft the

of their former poftin the fubutb ; and the re - enforcement we
had fent from the city returined, after having breke down the
bridge over the Oder. Next day CountDohna, who commanded
the army near Frankfort , fent in a re . enforcement of four bat-
talions , ten fguadrons , and a fmall body of huflars , vund=r the
command of Lieutenant - General Scherlemmer.  The huffars
and a body of drsgoons were added to the piquet of the little
{uburb: the four battalions pitched their tents on the Anger ,
between the fuburb and the fortification; acd the reft of the
dragoons remained in the field , to cover the long fuburb. Ge~
neral Scherlemmer, attended by our governor, Cclonel Schuck,
went witha fimall party te obferve the enemy ; but were obliged
to retire, and were purfued by the Coflacks to the walls of the
city. Berween four and five o’clock next morning ths peor in-
habitants were roufed from their fleep by the noife of the can-
non, intermingled with the difmal fhrieks and hideous yellings
of the Coffacks belonging to the Ruffian army. Alarmed at this
horrid noife, Iafcended the church-fteeple , from whence I
beheld the whole plain, extending from the litte fuburb to the
foreft , covered with the enemy’s troops , and our light-horfe ,
fupported by the infantry, engaged in different places with their
irregulars. Ateight I defcried a body of the enemy’sinfanery,
whofe van conlifted of four or five thoufand men, advancing
towards the vineyard , in the neighbourhood of which they had
raifed occafional batteries in the preceding evening : from thefe
they now played on our piquet - guard and huflars, who were
obliged toretire. They then fired, e ricochez, on the tentsand
baggage ofthe four battalions encamped on the Anger, who
were alfo compelled to retreat.  Having thus cleared the envi-
rons, they threw into the city fucha number of bombs and red-
llf)t builets, that by nine in the morning it was fet on fire in three
different places ; and the fireets being narrow, burned with fuch
fory, that all our endeayours to extinguifh it proved ineff Gual.
At‘thxs time the whole atmofphere appeared like a fhower of fiery
rain and hail ; and the miferable inhabitants thought of nothing
but faving their Lives by running into the open fields, The whole
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enemy, who, neverthelefs, maintained that pofition,
without flinching. On the twenty -feventh, they

place was filled with terror and confternation and refounded
with the fhrieks of women and children, who ranaboutin the
utmoft difiraction , expofed to the thot and the bomb - fhells,
which , burfting , tore in pieces every thing that {tood in their
way. As Iled my wife, with ayoung child in her arms, and
drove the reft of my children and fervants half-naked before me,
thole inftruments of death and devaftation fell about us like hail;
but, by the mercy of God, we all efcaped nnhurt. Nothing could
be more melancholy and affecting than a fight of the wretched
people , flying in crowds , and leaving their all behind , while
they rent the fky with their lamentations. Many women of di-
tinction I faw without fhoes and ftockings, and almoft without
clothes, who had been roufed from their beds, and ran out naked
into the ftreets. When my family had reached the open plain [
endeavoured to return, and fave fome of my effects; but 1 could
not force my way through a mulcitude of people, thronging out
at the gate, fome fick and bed-ridden perfons being carried on
horfeback and in carriages, and others conveyed onthe backs
oftheir friends, through a moft dreadful {cene of horror and dz-
folation, A great number of families from the open country, and
defencelefs towns in Pruffiaand Pomerania,had come hither for
fhelter with their moft valuable effects , when the Ruffians firft
entered the king’s territories. Thefe, as well as the inhabitants ,
are all ruined ; and many,who a few daysago pofiefled confider-
able wealth , are now reduced to the utmoft indigence. The
neighbouring towns and villages were foon crowded with the
people of Cuftrin ; the roads were filled with objects of mifery :
and nothing was {een but nakednefs and defpair ; nothing heard
but the cries of hunger, fear, and diftraction. For my own part,
I flayed all night a Golz, and chen proceeded for Berlin. Cuftrin
isnow a heap of ruins. The great magazine, the governor’s
houfe, the church, the palace, the ftore and artillery-houfes, in
a word, the ald and new towns, the fuburbs, and all the bridges,
were reduced to afhes : nay, after the athes were deitroyed, the
piles and fterlings were burned to the water’s edge. The writings
of all the colleges , together with the archives of the country,
4
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B 060K feemed determined to hazard another acion, and

even attack the conquerors: inftead of advancing,
however, they took the route of Land/berg ; but af-
terwards turned off towards Vietzel, and pofted them-
felves between the river Warta and that village. Im-
mediately after the battle, General Fermer"*, who had
received a flight wound in the adion, fent a trumpet,
with a letter to Licutenant-General Dohna, defiring
a fulpenfion ofarmsfortwo or three days to bury the
dead, and take care of the wounded ; and prefenting
to his Pruffian Majefly the humble requelt of Ge-
neral Browne , who was much weakened with the
lofs of blood, that he might have a paffort, by

were totally confumed, together with a prodigious magazine
ef corn and flour, valu:d at fom: millions of crowns. The
cannon in the arfsnal were all melted ; and the loaded bombs
and cartridges , with a large quantity of gun-powdar , went off
at once with a moft horrible explofion. A great number of the
inhzbitancs are mifling, fuppofed to have perifhed in the flames,
or under the ruins of the houfes , or to have been fuffacated in
fubterrancous vaults and caverns, to which they had fled for
fafety. »

Nothing could be more inhuman, or contrary to the practice
an generous enemy, than fuch vengeance wreaked upon the
Innocent inhabitants ; for the Ruflians did not begin to batter
the fortifications until all the relt of the place was defiroyed.
In the courle of this campaign, the Ruffian Cofacks are faid to
have plundered and burn=d fourteen large towns and two hun-
‘%"cd villages, and wantonly butchered above two thoufand
defencelefs women and children. Such monfters of barbarity
ought to be excluded from all the privileges of human nature,
ar}fi hu'ntecl down as wild beafts, without pity or ceffation.
What infamy oughe thofe powers to incur, wha employ and
encourage fuch ruthlefs barbarians,

General Fermer was of Scottith extract, and General
Browne actually a native of North . Britain,
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virtue of which he could be removed to a place
where he (hould find fuch accommodation as his fitua-
tion required, In anfwer to this meffage, Count
Dohna gave the Ruflian general tounderftand, that
as his Pruffian Majelty remained malter of the field,
be would give the necellary orders for interring the
dead, and taking care of the wounded on bath fides:
ke refufed a fufpenfion of arms, but granted the
requelt of General Browne; and concluded his letter,
by complaining of the outrages which the Rullian
troops [till continned to commit, in pillaging and
burning the King’s villages.

§ XXXVI. TheKing of Pruffia had no fooner re-
pulfed the enemy in one quarter than his prefence was
required in another. When he quitted Bohemsa,
Marefchal Daun, at the head of the Auftrian army,
and the Prince de Deux - ponts, who commanded the
forces of the empire, advanced to the Elbe, in order
to furround the King’s brother Prince Henry, who,
without 1mmediate fuccour, would not bave been
able to preferve his footing in Saxony. The Pruflian
monarch, therefore, determined to fupport him with
all poffible expedition. Inafew daysafter the battle,
he began his march from Cultrin with a re-enforce-
ment of twenty - four battalions and great part of his
cavalry, and purfued his route with fuch unwearied
diligence, that by the fifth day of September he
reached Torgau, and on the eleventh joined his
brother. Marefchal Daun had pofted himfelf at
Stolpen, to the ealtward of the Elbe, in order to
preferve an eafy communication with the army of
the empire encamped in the neighbourhood of
Keenigliein, to favor the operations of General
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Laudohn, who had advanced through the Lower
Lufatia to the frontiers of Brandenburgh; to makea
diverfion from the fouthern part of Silefia, wherea
body of Auftrian troops acted under the command of
the Generals Harfche and de Ville ; and to interrupt
the communication between Prince Henry and the
capital ofSaxony On the fifth day of September, the
garrifon in the firong fortrels of Kenigfiein furren-
dered themfelves prifoners of war, after a very feeble
refiftance, tothe Prince de Deux- ponts, who forth-
with mnk pofleflion of the ftrong camp at Pirna.
When the King of Prufiia, therefore, arrived at
Drefden, he found the army of the empire in this
pofition, and Marefchal Daun in a flill fironger
fituation at Stolpen, with bridges of communication
thrown over the Elbe, fo that he could not attack
them with any profpec of advantage. He had no
other refolution to take but that of endeavouring to
cut them off from fupplies of provifion, and with this
view he marched to Bautzen, which he occupied.
This motion obliged the Auftrian general to quit his
camp at Stolpen, but he chofe another of equal
ftrength at Libau; yet he afterwards advanced to
Rittlitz, that he might be at hand to feize the firlt
favorable occafion of executing the refolution he had
formed to artack the Pruffians. The King having
detached General Ratzow on hisleft, to take pof
feflion of Weiffenberg, marched forwards with the
body of his army, and polted himfelf in the neigh-
bourhood of Hochkirchen, after baving dlﬂodged
the Auftrians from that vﬂlage Matters were now
brought to fuch a delicate crifis, that a battle feemed
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inevitable, and equally defired by both parties, as
an event that would determine whether the Auftrians
fhould be obliged to retreat for winter-quartersinto
Bohemia, or be enabled to maintain their groundin
Saxony. In this {ituation Marefchal Daun refolved
to act offenfively, and formedafcheme for attacking
the right flank of the Pruflians by furprife. This
meafure was {uggeflled to him by an overfight of the
Pruffians, who had negle@ed to occupy the heights
that commanded the village of Hochkirchen, which
was only guarded by afew free companies. He de-
termined to take the advantage of a very dark night,

and to employ the flower of his whole army on this

important fervice, well knowing, that fhould they
penetrate through the flank of the enemy, the whole
Pruffian army would be difconcerted, and in all pro.
bability entirely ruined. Having taken his meafures
with wonderful fecrecy and circumfpection, the
troops began to move in the night between the thir-
teenth and fourteenth of Oc&tober, favored by athick
fog, which greatly increafed the darknefs of the night.
Their firlt care was to take poffeflion of the hill that
commanded Hochkirchen, from whence they poured
down upon the village, of which they took poffef-
fion, after baving cut in pieces the free companies
pofted there. The action beganin this quarter about
four in the morning, and continued feveral hours
with greatfury, for, notwithftanding the impetuous
efforts of the Auftrian troops, and the confufion oc-
cafioned among the Pruffians by the furprife, a
vigorous ftand was made by fome general officers,
who , with admirable expedition and prefence of
mind , aflembled and arranged the troops as they
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counld take to their arms, and led them up to the at-
tack without diftinétion of regiment, place, or pre-
cedence. While the action was obftinately and def-
perately maintained in this place, amidf all the hor-
rors of darknefs, carnage, and confufion, the King
being alarmed, exerted all his perfonal activity , ad-
drefs, and recollection, in drawing regularity from
diforder, arranging the different corps, altering pofi-
tions, re-enforcing weak pofts, encouraging the
foldiery , and oppofing the efforts of the enemy; for
although they made their chief impreflion upon the
right, by the village of Hochkirchen, Marefchal
Daun, in order todivide the attention of the King,
made another attack upon the left, which was with
difficulty fuftained, and effeGually prevented him
from fending re-enforcements to the right, where
Marefchal Keith , under the greate(t difadvantages,
bore the brunt of the enemy’s chiefendeavours. Thus
the battle raged till nine in the morning, when this
gallant officer was [hot through the heart. Prince
Francis of Brunfwick had met with the fame fate;
Prince Maurice of Anhalt was wounded and taken
prifoner, and many others were either flain or
difabled. As the right wing had been furprifed , the
tents continued ftanding, and greatly embarraffed
them in their defence. The foldiers had never been
properly drawn up in order; the enemy flill perfe-
veredin theirattack with fucceffive re - enforcements
and redoubled refolution ; and a confiderable flaugh-

" ter was made by their artillery, which they had

brought up to the heights of Hochkirchen, All
thefe circumfances concurring, could not fail to in-
creafe the confufion and difafter of the Pruffians; fo
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that about ten the King was obliged to retire to
Dobrefchutz, with the lofs of feven thoufand men,
of all his tents, and part of his baggage. Nor had the
Auftrian general much caufe to boaflt of his victory.
His lofs of men was pretty near egual to that of the
Pruffian monarch : and, whatever reputation he
might have acquired in foiling that enterprifing
prince , certainly his defign did not take effectin its
full extent, for the Pruffians were next day in a con-
dition to hazard another engagement. The King of
Pruffia had fuftained no damage which he could not

eafily repair, except the death of Marefchal Keith,

which was doubtlels an irreparable misfortune **.

** Asvery little notice was taken, in the detail publifhed by
anthority, of any part which this great man acted in the battle of
Hochkirchen , and a report was induftriounfly circulated in this
kingdom , that he was {urprifed in his tent, naked, and half
afleep, we think it the duty of a candid hiltorian te vindicate his
memory and reputation from the foul afperfion thrown by the
perﬁ:}idus and iliiberal hand of envious malice, orelfe contrived
to fcreen fome other charaéter from the imputation of mifcon-
duét. Thistaflc we are enabled to perform by a gentleman of
candor and undoubted credir, who learned the following parti-
culars at Berlin from a perfon that was eyeswitnefs of the whole
tranfaction. Field- Marefchal Keith , who arrived in the camp
the very day that preceded the battle, difapproved of the fitua-
tion of the Pruffian army, and remonftrated to the King on that
fubje@. In confequence of his advice, a certain general was
fent with a detachment to take poffeffion of the heights that
commanded the village of Hochkirchen ; but by fome fatality
he mifcarried. Marefchal Keith was not in any tent, but lodged
with Prince Francis of Brunfwick, in a houfe belonging to a
Saxonmajor. When the firlt alarm was given in the night , he
inftantly mounted his holrFE, affembled a body of the neareft
troops, and marched diredtly to the place that was attacked,
The Auftrians had-taken pofleflion of the hill which the Pzuf-
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§ XXXVII. His Pruffian Majefty remained with
hisarmy ten days at Dobrefchutz, during which he

fian officer was fent to occupy, and this they fortified with
cannon : thenthey made themf{elves mafters of the village in
which the free companies of Anginelli had beén polted. Mare-
fchal Keith immediately conceived the defign of the Auftiian
genetal, and knowing the importance of this place, thither
directed all his efforts. He in perfon led on the troops to the
attack of the village, from whence he drove the enemy; but
being overpowered by numbers continually pouring down from
the hills, he was obliged to retire in his turn. He rallied his
men returned to the charge, and regained polleffion of the
place : being again repulfed by frefh re - enforcements of the
enemy , he made another effort, entered the village a third
time , and finding it untenable, ordered it to he fet on fire.
Thus he kept the Aufirians at bay, and maintained a defperate
conflict againit the flower of the Auftrian army, from fourin the
morning till nine, when the Pruflians were formed, and began
to file off in their retreat. Duringthe whole difpute he rallied
the troops in perfon, charged at their head, and expofed his
life in the hotteflt of a dreadful fire, likeaprivate captain of
grenadiers. He found it neceffary to exert himf{elf in this man-
ner, the better to remove the bad effets of the confufion that
prevailed, and in order to infpirit the troops to their utmoft
exertion by his voice, prelence, and example. Even when
dangeroufly wounded , ateightin the morning, he refufed to
quit the field ; but continued to {ignalize himfelf in the midft of
the carnage untilnine, when he received a fecond fhot in his
breaft, and fell {peechlefs into the arms of Ir. Tibay, an Englith
volunteer , who had attended him during the whole campaign.
This gentleman who was likewife wounded , applied to a Prul-
fian officer for a file of men to remove the marefchal, being un-
certain whether he was entirely deprived of life. Hisrequeft was
granted ; but the foldiers, in advancing to the {pot, were coun-
termanded by another officer. Heafterwards {pcke on the fame
fubject to one of the Pruflian generals, a German prince, ashe
chanced to pals on horfeback; when Mr. Tibay told him the
ficld-marefchal was lying wounded on the ficld, h: afked if his




GEORGE IE 95

endeavoured to bring the Aultrians to a fecond en-
gagement , but Count Daun declined the invitation,
and kept his forces advantageoufly pofted on emi-
nences planted with artillery, His aim having been
fruftrated at Hochkirchen, where he fought with
many advantages on his fide, he would not hazard
another battle upon equal terms, with fuch an enters
prifing enemy , rendered more vigilant by the check
he had received, already re-enforced from the army of
Prince Henry, and eager for an opportunity to re-
trieve the laurel which had been fnatched from him
by the wiles of firatagem, rather than by the hand of
valor. Count Daun having nothing more to hope

wounds were mortal ; and the other anfwering he was afraid they
were, the prince fhrugged up his fhoulders, and rode off without
further queftion. The body of this great officer, being thus
fhamefully abandoned, was foon firipped by the Aufltrian ftrags
glers, and lay expofed and undiftinguifhed on the field of battle.
Tn this fituation it was perceived by Count Lafcy, fon of the
general of that name, with whom Marefchal Keith had ferved
in Ruffia. This young count had been the marefchal’s pupil,
and revered him as kis military father, thovgh employed in the
Auftrian fervice. He recognifed the body by the large fcar of a
dangerous wound, which General Keith had received in his thigh
at the fiege of Ockzakow, and could not help burfling into tears
to fee his honored mafter thus extended at his feet, a naked,
lifelefls, and deferted corpfe. He forthwith canfed the body to be
covered, and interred. It was afterwards taken up, and decently
buried by the curate of Hochkirchen ; and, finally, removedto
Betlin by order of the King of Pruffia, who beftowed upon it
thofe funeral honors that were due to the dignified rank and
tranfcendent merit of the deceafed; merit fo univer{ally acknow=
ledged, that even the Saxons lamented him as their beft friend
and patron, who protected them from violence and outrage,
even while he acted a principal part in fubjecting them ta
the dominion of his fovereign,
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#o o x from the active operations of his own army, con-
11t tented himfelf with amufing the Pruffian monarch in
158 Lufatia, whilethe Auftrian generals, Harlche and de
Ville, fhould profecute the reduction of Neifs and

Cofel, 1n Silefia, which they now a&ually invefted. l
As the Pruffian monarch could not {pare detachments
to oppole every different corps of his enemies chat
acted againft him in different parts of his dominions,
he refolved to make up in a@ivity what he wanted in
number, and if poflible to raife the fiege of Neifs in
perfon. With this view he decamped from Dobre-
fchutz, andin fight of the enemy marched to Gorlitz
without the leaft interruption. From thence he pro-
ceeded towards Silefia with his ufual expedition, not-
withftanding all the endeavours and achivity of Ge-
neral Landohn; who haraffed therearof the Pruffians,
and gained fome petty advantages over them. Count

Daun not only fent this detached corps to retard them .
in their march, but at the fame time, by another route,
detachied a {trong re-enforcement to the army of the
befiegers. In the mean time; baving received intelli-
gence that thearmy of Prince Henry in Saxony was
confiderably weakened, he himfelf marched thither,
in hopes of expelling the Prince from that country,
andreducing the capital in the King’s abfence. Indeed,
his defigns were {till more extenfive, for he propofed
to reduce Dreflden, Leipfick, and Torgau at the fame
time; the firk with the main body nnder his own
direction, the fecond by the army of the Empire

under the Prince de Deux-ponts, and the third !
by a corps under General Haddick, while the
forces directed by Laudohn fhould exclude the

King
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King from Lufatia. In execution of this plan he cHAP.
marched directly to the Elbe, which he paffed at 1X.
Pirna, and advanced to Drefden, which he hoped 7%
would furrender without putting him to the trouble

of a formal fiege. The army of Prince Henry had
already retired to the weftward of this capital, before

the Prince de Deux-ponts, who bad found means to

cut off his communication with Leipzick, and even
invefted that city. During thele tranfactions, General
Haddick advanced againlt Torgau.

e § XXXVIIL The Ficld: Marefchal Count Daun

7 appearing on the fixth day of November within fight
o of Drefden, at the head of fixty thoufand men,
f encamped next day at Lockowitz, and on the eighth
2 his advanced troops attacked the Pruffian huffars
5, and independent battalions, which were polted at
it Strieflfen and Gruenewiele. Count Schmettau, who
di commanded the garrifon, amounting to ten thoufand

men, apprehen(ive that, in the courfe of (kirmifhing,

the Auftrian troops might enter the fuburbs pellmell,

pofted Colonel Itzenplitz, with feven hundred men,
% in the redoubts that furrounded the fuburbs, that in
f, cafe of emergency they mighe{upport the irregulars:
at the fame time, asthe houfes that conftituted the
fuburbs were generally fo high as to overlook the
4 ramparts, and command the city, he prepared
i combultibles and gave notice to the magiftrates
i that they would be fet on fire as foon as an Auftrian
i fhould appear within the place. This muft have
d been a dreadful declaration to the inhabitants of
: thefe fuburbs, which compofe one of the moft
¢ clegant towns in Europe. In thefe houfes, which
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wcxevcncral!*uoﬁ; and magnificent, the fathionable
and wealthy clafs of people refided, and here a
number of artifts carried on a variety of curious
manufactures. In vain the magifirates implored the
mercy and forbearance of the Pruffian governor,
and reprefented, in the molt fubmiﬁire ftrain, that
as they were unconcerned in the war, hey he »pcd ti.ey
fhould be exempted from the hr,;'l:rﬁm of devaltation.
In vain the royal family, who remained at Drelden,
conjured him to fpare that lali refuge of diltreffed
royalty, and allow them at leaft a fecure refidence,
fince Lhey were deprived ofevery other comfort. He
continued mﬁcxm:c or rather determined to execute
the orders of bis ‘mafter, which indeed he could
not difobey with any re;
On the ninth day of N

gard to his own fafety.
vovember, about noon, the
Auftrian vanguard attacked the advanced pof’t of the
garrifon, IepLhed the buflars, dreve the independent
battalions into the uuuu)-., and forced three of the
redoubts, while their cannon pvaJ upon the town.
The governor expecting a vigorous attack next

day, recalled his troops within the my, after they
had fet fire to the fuburbs. At three in the morning
the {ignal was made for this terrible confl: \gration,
whxch i a little time reduced to aflies the beauti-
ful fuburbs of Pirna, which had fo late ly flourifhed
as the feat of gaicty, pleafure, and the ingenious
arts. Every bofom warmed with buwvo;eme muft
be affeted at the recital of fuch calamities. It
excites not only our c1mp:xfhon for the unhappy
fufferers, but alfo our refentment againft the

perpetrators of fuch enormity. Next day Marefchal
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Daun ferit an officer to Count Sthmettau, with a

melfage, exprefling his {urprife at the deftruction
of the fuburbs in a royal refidence, an a&t of
inhumanity unheard of among Chriftians. He defired
to know if it was by the governor’s order this
meafure was taken, and affured him, that he fhould
be refponfible, in his perfon, for whatever outrages
had been or wight be committed againft a place in
which a royal family refided. Schmettau gave him
to underftand that he had orders to defend the
town to the laft extremity, and that the prefervation
of what remained depended entirely on the conduct
of hisexcellency; for; (hould he think proper to attack
the place, ke {the governor) would defend himfelf
from houfe to houfe, and from [treet to fireet, and
even make his lalt effore in the royal palace, nthcr
than abandon the city. He excufed the deftrucion
of the fuburbs as a neceffary meafure, authorized
by the pradice of war; but he would have found
it a difficult talk to reconcile this ftep to the laws
of eternal juftice, and far lefs to the dicates of
€common humanity Indeed, if the fcene had

hanpened in an enemy’s countrv, or if no other
. hapi ?

ftep could have faved the lives and liberties of
lmnfclf and his garrifon, fuch a defperate remedy
might have ftood excufed by the law of nature
and of nations: but on this occafion he occupied
a neutral city, over which he could exercife no
other power and authority but that which he
derived from illegal force and violence; nor was he
at all reduced to the necefiity of {acrificing the place
to his own fafety, inafmuch as he might have retired
H2 -
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30 0 x unmolefted, by virtue of an honorable capitulation,

11,
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which, however, he did not demand. Whether the
peremptory order of a fuperior will, inforo confcientie,
jultify an officer who hath committed an illegal or
inhuman action, is a queftion thatan Englifh reader
will fcarce leave to the determination of a German
cafuilt with one hundred and fifty thoufand armed
men in his retinue. Be this as it will, Vir. Ponickau,
the Saxon minifter, immediately after this tragedy
was acted, without waiting for his malter’s orders,
prefented a memorial to the Diet of the Empire,
complaining of it as anaction referved for the hiftory
of the war which the King of Prufiia had kindled
in Germany, to be tranfmitted to future ages. He
affirmed , that, in execution ‘of Schmettau’s orders
the foldiers had difperfed themfelves in the ftreets of
the Pirna and Witchen fubuorbs, broke open the
houfes and fhops, fet fire to the combuftibles, added
fret fuel, and then fhutthe doors; thatthe violence
of the flames was kept up by red-hot balls fired into
the houfes, and along the fireets; that the wretched
inhabitants, who forfook their burning houfes, were
flain by the fire of the cannon and fmall arms; that
thofe who endeavoured to fave their perfons and
effe@ts were pulhed down and deftroyed by the
bayonets of the Pruflian foldiers pofted in the fireets
for that purpofe : he enumerated particular inftances
of inhuman barbarity, and declared that a great
number of people perifhed, either amidit the flames,
or under the ruins of the houfes. The deftruction
of two hundred and fifty elegant houfes, and the
total ruin of the inhabitants, were circumfances in
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themfelves fo deplorable, as to need no aggravation:
but the account of the Saxon minifter was fhamefully
exaggerated, and all the particular inftances of
crueley falfe in every circumftance. Baron Plotho,
the minifter of Brandenburgh, did not fail to anfwer
every article of the Saxon memorial, and refute the
particulars therein alledged, in a fair detail, authen.
ticated by certificates under the hands of the
magiflrates, judges, and principal inhabitants of
Drefden. The molt extraordinary part of his defence
or vindication was the conclufion, 1n which the
Baron folemnly affured the Dict, that the King of
Pruffia, from his great love to mankind, always felt
the greateft emotion of foul, and the moft exquifite
concern, at the effufion of blood, the devaltation
of cities and countries, and the horrors of war, by
which fo many thoufand fellow.creatures were
overwhelmed; and that if his fincere and Honefb
inclination to procure peace to Germany , his dear
country, had met with the leaft regard, the prefent
war, attended with fuch bleodihed and defolation,
would have been prevented and avoided. He, there-
fore, declared that thofe who excited the prefent
troubles, who, inftead of extinguilbing, threw oil
upon the flames, muft anfwer to God for the feas of
blood that had been, and would be fhed, for the
devaftation of fo many countries, and the entire ruin
of fo many innocent individuals. Such declarations
coft nothing to thofe hardencd politicians, who,
feeling no internal check , are determined to
facrifice every confideration to the motives of
rapacity and ambition. It-would be happy, however;
H 3
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for mankind, were princes taught to believe thag
there is really an omnipotent and all-judging power,
that will exact a fevere account of their conduét, and
punifh them for their guilt, without any refped to
their perfons; that pillaging a whole people is more
cruel than robbing a fingle perfon; and that the
maflacre of thoufands is, at leaft, as criminal as a
private murder.

§ XXXIX. While Count Daun was employed in
making a froitlefs attempt upon the capital of Saxony,
the King of Pruffia proceeded in his march to Neifs,
which was completely invelted on the third day of
Odtober. The operations of the fiege were carried
on with great vigor by the Auftrian general, de
Harfche, and the place was as vigoroufly defended
by the Pruffian governor, Thel(kau, till the firlt day
of November, when the Praffian monarch approachs
ed, and obliged the befiegers to abandon their enter-
prife. VL. de Harfche having raifed the fiege, the King
detached General Fouquet with a body of troops
acrofs the river Neifs, and immediately the blockade
of Cofel was likewife abandoned. De Harfche retired
to Bohemia, and de Ville hovered about Jzgerndorf,
The fortrels of Neifs was no fooner relieved than the
(ing of Pruffia began his march on his return to
Saxony, where his immediate prefence was required.
Atthe fame time, the two bodiesunder the Generals
Dohna and Wedel penctrated by different routes
into that country. The former had been left at
Cuftrin, to watch the motions of the Rufhans,
who had by this time retreated to the Viltula,
and even croffed that river at Thorn, and the
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other had, during the campaign, ‘obferved the
Swedes, who had now entirely evacnated the
Pruffian territories, fo that Wedel was at liberty to
co-operate with the King in Saxony. He accordingly
marched to Torgau, the fiege of which bad been
undertaken by the Auftrian general, Haddick, who
was repulfed by Wedel, and even purfued to the
neighbourhood of Eulenburgh. Wedel, being after-
wards joined by Dohna, drove him from thence
with confiderable lofs, and then raifed the fiege of
Leipzick. Mean while, thc«-.mg profecuted his march
towards the capital of Saxony, driving before him
the body of Auftrian troops, under Laudohn, who
retreated to Zittau. On the tenth day of November
Count Daun retired from Drefden, and with the
army of the Empire fell back towards Bohemia; and
on the twentieth the King arrived in that city, where
he approved of the governor's conduct. The Ruflian
general forefeeing that he thould not be able to maia-
tain his ground during the winter in Pomerania,
unlefls he could fecure fome fea-porton the Baltick, by
which he might be fupplied with provifions, detached
General Palmbach, with nftccn thou far:d men, to
befiege the town of Colberg, an inconfiderable p!ace,
very meanly fortified. It was accordingly invelted
on the third day of Oétober; but the befiegers were
either fo ill provided with proper uni,,lcmmu, or fo
little acquainted with operations of this nature, that
the garrifon, though feeble, maintained the pi’m:
againft all their attacks for fix-and.ewenty “1‘91
ac the expiration of which they aban sdoned their
enterprife, and cruelly ravaged the open wunt:y
H 4
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BO O X in their retreat. Thus, by the adivity and valor of

the Pruflian monarch, his generals, and officers, fix
fieges were raifed almoft ac the fame period, namely,
thofe of Colberg, Neifs, Colel, Torgau, Leipzick,
and Drefden.

§ XL. The variety of fortune which the King of
Pruffia experienced in the courfe of this campaign
was very remarkable ; but the {pirit of his conduct,
and the rapidity of his motions, were altogether
without example. In the former campaign we were
dazzled with the lufire of his victories; in this we
admire his fortitude and (kil] in flemming the diffierent
torrents of adverfity, and rifing fuperior to his
evil fortune. One can hardly without aflonithment
vecollect, that in the courfe of a few months he
invaded Moravia, invelted Olmutz, and was obliged
to relinquith that defign ; that he marched threugh an
enemy’s country, in the face of a great army, which,
though it haraffed him in his retreat, could not, in
a route of a hundred miles, obtain any advantage
over him; that, in fpite of his difafter at Olmutz,
and the difficulties of fuch a march, lLie penetrated
into Bohemia, drove the enemy from Keeniglkretz,
executed another dangerous and fatiguing march to
the Oder, defeated a great army of Ruffians, and
returned by the way of Saxony, from whence he
drove the Auftrian and Imperial armies; that after
his defeat at Hochkirchen, where he loft two of his
belt generals, and was obliged to lcave his tents
ftanding, he baffled the vigilance and foperior num-
ber of the viGtorious army, rufhed like a whirlwind
to the relief of Silefia, invaded by an Auftrian army,
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which he compelled to retire with precipitation from
that province; that, with the fame rapidity of mo-
tion, he wheeled about to Saxony, and once more
refcued it from the hands of his adverfaries; that in
one campaign he made twice the circuit of his domi-
nions, relieved them all in their turns , and kept all
his pofleffions entire again{t the united efforts of nu-
merous armies, condu@ed by generals of confummate
{kill and undaunted refolution. Hischaradter would
have been ftill more complete , if his moderation
had been equal to his courage; butin this particulae
we can notapplaud his condué. Incenfed by the per.
fecuting [pirit of his enemies, he wreaked his venge-
ance on thofe who had done him no injury ; and
the cruelties which the Ruffians had committed in
his dominions were retaliated upon the unfortunate
inhabitants of Saxony. In the latter end of Septem-
ber, the prefident of the Pruffian military directory
fent a letter to the magifirates of Leipfick, requiring
them in the King’s name to pay a new contribution
of fix hundred thoufand crowns, and to begin im-
mediately with the payment of one - third part, on
pain of military execution, In anfwer to this demand
the magiftrates reprefented that the city having been
exhaufted by the enormous contributions already
raifed, was abfolutely incapable of furnifhing fur-
ther fupp]u:s ; that the trade was ftagnated and ruin-
ed, and the inhabitants fo impoverifhed, that they
could no longer pay the ordinary taxes. This re-
monftranice made no impreflion. At five in the
morning the Pruffian foldiers affembled, and were
polted in all the fircets, {quares, market- places,
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cemeteries, towers, and fteeples; then the gates
11, being fhat, in order to exclude the populace of the
1758 fuburbs from the city, the fenators were brought
into the town - hall, and accofted by General Haufs,

who told them the king his malter would have
money; and if they refufed to part with ic, the city

fhould be plundered. To this peremptory addrefs

they replied to this effect: “ We have no more

“ money — we have nothing left but life; and we

% recommend ourfelves to the King’s mercy.” In
covﬂqucn"c of this declaration , difpofitions were

made for giving up the city to be plundered. Can-

non were planted in all the fireets, the inhabitants

were ordered to remain withio doors, and every

houfe refounded with difmal cries and lamentations.

, The dreaded pillage, however, was converted into
aregularexaction. A party of foldiers, commanded

by a fubaltern, went from houfe to houfe, fignifying

to every burgher that he thould produce all bis fpecie,

on pain of immediate pillage and maflacre; and every

inhabitant delivered up his all without further hefi-

tation. About fix in the evening, the foldiers re-

turned to their quarters 3 but the magiftrates were

detained in confinemens, and all the citizens were

overwhelmed with grief and confternation. Happy

Britain , who kooweft fuch grievances only by

report! When the King of Pruffia firlt entered Sa-

xony, at the beginning of the war, he declared he

had no defign to make a conqueft of that electorate,

but only to keep it as a depofitum for the fecurity of

his own dominions, until he conld oblige his enemies
to acquiefce in rcafonable terms of peace; but upon

o
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bis laft arvival at Drefden he adopted a new refolu-
tlon. In the beginning of December the Pruffian di-
re@ory of war iffued a decree to the deputies of the
ftates of the eleCtorate,demanding a certain quantity of
flour and forage, according tothe convention former-
ly fettled ; ar the fame time fignifying , that though
the King of Pruffia had hitherto treated,the electorate
as a country taken under his fpecial protection, the
face of affairs was now changed in fuch a manner,
that for the future he would confiderit in no other
light than that of a conquered conntry. The Ruffians
bad feized in Pruffia all the efiates and effects belong-
ing to the King’s officers: a retaliation was now made
upon the effecs of the Saxon officers who ferved in
the Ruflian army. Seals were put on all the cabinets
containing papers belonging to the privy-counfellors
of his Polilh Majefty , and they themfelves ordered
to depart for Warfaw at a very fhort warning,
Though the city had been impoverilhed by former
exactions, and very lately fubjected to military ex-
ecution, the King of Pruffia demanded frefh contri-
butions, and even extorted them by dint of feverities
that fhock bumanity. He furrounded the exchange
with foldiers, and confining the merchants to ftraw-
beds and naked apartments, obliged them to draw
bills for very large fums on their foreign correfpon-
dents: amethod of proceeding much more fuitable
to the defpotifm of a Perfian Sephi towards a con-
quered people who profeffed a different faith, than
reconcileable to the character of a proteftant prince
towards a peaceable nation of brethren , with
whom he was conne@ed by the common ties of
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neighbourhood and religion. Even if they had acted
as declared enemies, and been fubdued with arms in
their hands, the excelles of war on the fide of the
conqueror ought to have ceafed with the hoftilities
of the conquered, who, by fubmitting to his{way,
would have become his {ubjects, and in that capa-
city had aclaim to his protection. To retaliate upon
the Saxons, who had efpoufed no quarrel, the bar-
barities committed by the Ruffians , with whom he
was actually at war, and to treat as a conquered
province a neutral country , which his enemies had
entered by violence, and beenobliged to evacuate
by force of arms, was a {pecies of conduct founded
on pretences which overturn all right , and confound
all reafon.

§ XLI. Having recorded all the tranfacions of the
campaign, except thofe in which the Swedes were
concerned, it now remains that we fhould particula-
rize the progrefs which was made in Pomerania by
the troops of that nation, under the command of
Count Hamilton. We have already obferved, that
in the beginning of the year the Pruffian general,
Lehwald, had compelled them to evacuate the whole
province , except Stralfund, which was likewile
mvefted. This, in all probability , would have been
befieged in form , had not Lehwald refigned the
command of the Pruffians, on account of his great
age and infirmities, and his fucceffor Count Dohna
been obliged to withdraw his troops, in order to
oppofe the Ruffian army on the other fide of Pome-
rania. The blockade of Stralfund being confe-
quently raifed , and that part of the country entirely
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evacuated by the Pruffians, the Swedi(h troops ad-
vanced again from the ifle of Rugen, to which they
had retired : but the fupplies and re-enforcements
they expeced from Stockholm were delayed in fuch
a manner, either from a deficiency in the fubfidies
promifed by France, or from the management of
thofe who were averfe to the war, that great part of
the feafon was elapfed before they undertook any
important enterprife. Indeed, while they lay en-
camped under the cannon of Stralfund, waiting for
thefe fupplies, their operations were retarded by the
explofion of a whole fhip-load of gun - powder in-
tended for their ufe; an event imputed to the prac-
tices of the Pruffian party in Sweden, which at this
period feemed to gain ground, and even threatened
a change in the miniftry. Atlength the re - enforce-
ment arrived about the latter end of June , and their
general feemed determined to act with vigor. In
the beginning of July, his army being putin motion,
he fent a detachment to diflodge the few Pruffian
troops that were left ac Anclam, Demmin, and other
places, to guard that frontier; and they retreated
accordingly. Count Hamilton having nothing fur-
ther to oppofe bim in the field, ina very little time
recovered all Swedifh Pomerania, and even made
hot incurfions into the Pruffian territories. IVlean
while, a combined fleet of thirty -three Ruffian and
feven Swedifh fhips of war appeared in the Baltick,
and anchored between the iflands of Dragoe and
Amagh; but they neither landed troops, nor com-
mitted hoftilities. The Swedifh general advanced
as far as Fehrbellin, fent eut parties that raifed
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contributions within five-and-twenty milesof Berlin,
and threw the inhabitants of that capital into the
utmoft confternation. The King of Prufiia, alarmed
at their progrefs, difpatched General Wedel from
Drefden, with a body of troops that were augmented
on their march ; fo that, oo the twentieth of Septem-
ber , he found himfelf at Beslin with eleven thonfand
effective men, at the head of whom he proceeded
againft Count Hamilton, while the Prince of Bevern,
with five thoufand, advanced on the other (ide from
Stetin. At their approach, the Swedifh comrmander
retired, after having left a garrifon of fourteen hun-
dred men at Fehrbellin, in order to retard the Pruf-
fians, and fecure the retreat of his army. The place
was immediately attacked by General Wedel; and
though the Swedes difputed the ground from houfe
to houfe with uncommon obftinacy, he at laft drove
them out of the town, with the lofs of one half of
their number either killed or taken prifoners. The
body of the Swedifh army, without hazarding any
other action , immediately evacnated the Pruffian
territories , and returned to the neighbourhood of
Stralfund, intending to take winter - quarters inthe
ifle of Rugen. Count Hamilton, either difgufted at
the refiriGtions he had been laid under, or finding
himfelf unable to a@ in fuch a manner as might
redound to the advantage of his reputation , threw
up his command, retired from the army , and re-
figned all his other employments.

§ XLIL The King of Pruffia was not only favered
by a confiderable party in Sweden, but he had alfo
ral'fed afirong interelt in Poland, among fuch Pa-
latines as had always oppofed the meafures of the
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reigning family. Thefe were now re-enforced by
many patriots, who dreaded the vicinity, and {uf:
pected the defigns of the Ruffian army. The diet of
the republic was opened on the fecond day of No-
vember; and, after warm debates, M. Malachow!(ki,
was unanimoufly eleéted Varefchal : bat no fooner
had the chambers of nuncios begun their delibe ra-
tions, than a number of voices were raifed againft
the encroachments of the Ruflian troops, who had
taken up their refidence in Poland; and heavy com-
plaints were made of the damages fuftained from
their cruelty and rapine. Great pains were taken to
appeale thefe clamors; and many were prevailed
upon to refer thefe grievances to the king in fenate;
but when this difficulty feemed almoft furmounted,
Padhorfki, the nuncio of Volhinia, fiood up, and
declared that he would not permit any other point
to be difcuffed in the diet while the Ruffians main-
tained the leaft footing within the territories of the
republic. Vain were all the attempts of the courtiers
to perfuade and mollify this inflexible patriot, he
folemnly protefled againft their proceedings, and
haftily withdrew ; fo that the Marefchal wasobliged
to diffolve the affembly, and recourfe was had to a
Jenatus confilium , to concert proper meafures to be
taken in the prefent conjuncture. The King of
Poland was, on this occafion, likewife difappointed
in his views of providing for his fon, Prince Char-
les, in the duchy of Courland. He had been recoms-
mended by the court of Ruffia, and even approved
by the ftates of that country ; but two difficulties ocs
curred. The ftates declared they could not proceed
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to a new clection during the life of their former
duke, Count Biron, who was ftill alive, though a
prifonerin Siberia, unlefs their duchy fhould be de-
clared vacant by the King and republic of Poland;
and, according to the laws of that country, no prince
could be eleted , until he thould have declared him-
felf of the Augiburgh - confeflion. His Polifh Ma-
jelty, however, being determined to furmount all
obftacles to his fon’s intereflt, ordered Count Ma-
lachowlki, high chancellor of Poland, to deliver to
Prince Charles a diploma, by which theKing granted
permiffionto the ftates of Courland toele that prince
for their duke , and appointed the day for his election
and inftalment, which accordingly tock place in the
month of January, notwithftanding the clamor of
mauny Poliflh grandees, who perfifted in affirming that
the king had no power to grant fuch permiffion with-
out the confent of the diet. The viciffitudes of the
campaign had produced no revolutions in the feveral
fyftems adopted by the different powers in Europe.
The Czarina, whoin the month of June had fignified
her fentiments and defigns againfi the King of Pruffia,
in adeclaration delivered to all the foreign minifters
at Peterlburgh, feemed now , more than ever, de.
termined to act vigoroufly in behalf of the Emprefs.
Queen of Hungary, aond the unfortunate King of
Poland, who fill refided at Warfaw. The court of
Vienna diftributed among the Imperial minifters
at the feveral courts of the Empire copies of a
refcript, explining the condu@ of her generals
fince the beginning of the campaign, and conclud-
ing with expreflions. of felf-approbation to this

; cffedt
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effect:” “ Though' the iffuc of the campaign be' not
as yet entirely [fatisfactory , and fuch as might be
defired, the Imperial court enjoys, atleaft, the fin-
cere fatisfaction of refledting , that, according to the
change of circumftances, it inftantly took the moft
vigorous refolutions ; that it was never deficient in
any thing that might contribute to the good of the
common caufe, and is now employed in making
preparations, from which the moft happy confe-
quences may be expected. ”

§ XLIIT. We have already hinted at a decree of the
Aulic council of the Empire, publifhed in the month
of Augult, enjoining all directors of circles , all Im-
perial towns, and the noblefle of the Empire, to
tranfmit to Vienna an exad 1it of all thofe who had
difobeyed the avocatoria of the Empire, and adhered
tothe rebellion raifed by the Elecor of Brandenburgh;
that their revenues might be fequeltered, and them‘el-
ves punifhed in their honors, perfons, and effects. As
the Elector of Hanover was plainly pointed out, and,
indeed, exprefsly mentioned inthis decree, the King
of Great-Britain,by the hands of Baron Gemmengen,
his eleGtoral minifter , prefented a memorial to the
diet of the Empire in the month of November, enu-
merating the inftances in which he had exerted him-
felf , and even expofed his life, for the prefervation
and aggrandizement of the houfe of Aufiria. In
return for thefle important fervices, he obferved ,
that the Emprefs - Queen had refufed him the affift-
ance {tipulated in treaties againft an invafion plan-
ned by France, whofe hatred he had drawn upon
himfelf by his friend(hip to that princefs; and his
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Imperial Majefty even denied him the dictatorial let-
ters which he folicited: that the court of Vienna
had figned a treaty with the crown of France , in
which it was ftipulated that the French troops
fhould pafs the Wefer, and invade the electorate of
Hanover, where they were joined by the troops of
the Emprefs+ Queen, who ravaged his Britannic
Majelty’s dominions with greater cruelty than even
the French had practifed; and the fame Duke of
Cumberland, who had been wounded at Dettin-
gen in the defence of her Imperial Majelty, was
obliged to fight at Haftenbeck againft the troops of
that very princefs, in defence of his father’s domi-
nions ; that (he fent commiffaries to Hanover, who
fliared with the crown of France the contributions
extorted from that eleGtorate ; rejected all propofals
of peace, and dilmiffed from ber court the minifter
of Brunfwick - Lunenburgh : that his Impenal Ma-
jefty , who had fworn to protect the Empire , and
oppofe the entrance of foreign troops deftined to
opprels any of the ftates of Germ: oy , afterwards re-
quired the King of England to withdraw his troops
from the countries which they occupied that a French
army might again have free paffage into his German
dominions : that the Emperor had recalled thefe
troops , releafed them from their allegiance to
their fovereign , enjoined them to abandon their
po[ts » their colors, and the fervice in which they
were embarked, on pain of being punifbed in body,
honor , and ‘eftate; and that the King of Eng-
land himfelf was threatened with the ban of the
Empire. He took notice, that, in quality of elector,
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he had been acculed of refufing to concur with the
refolutions of the diet taken in the preceding year,
of entering into alliance with the King of Pruffia,

joining his troops to the armies of that prince , em-
ploying aux1hdnes belonging to the Rtates of the
Empire, fending Englih forces into Germany, wheré
they had taken poﬁ"eﬂ;on of Embden, and exacling
contributions in different parts of Germany. In
anfwer to thele imputations, he alledged that he
could not, confiltent with his own fafety, or thé
dictates of common fenfe, concir with a majority ,
in joining his troops, which were immediately ne-
ceflary for his own defence; to thofe which, from
the arbitrary views of the court of Vienpa, were
led Jgamﬁ; his friend and ally, the King ofPruHia 5
by a prmcc who did not belong to the genera]aty of
the Hmpire; and on whom the command had been
conferred ; without a previous conclufum of the
Germanic body; that, with refpeé to his alliance
with the King of Pruffia, he had a right, when de-
ferted by his former allies , to feek affiftance where-
foever it could be procured :-and furely no juft
grounds of complaint could be offered againft that
which his Pruffian Majefty lent, to deliver the elec-
toral ftates of Brunfwick, as well as thofe of Brum-
fwick - Wolfenbuttel, Hefle, and Buckeburgh, from
the oppreflions of their common enemy. P ofterity,
he faid, would hardly believe , that at a time when
the troops of Auftria, the Palatmdte , and Wirtems
berg, were engaged to invade the codntries of the
Empire, other members of the Germanic body, who
employed auxiliaries in their defence, fhould be
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threatened with outlawry and fequeftration. He
owned, that, in quality of king, he had fent over
Englifh troops to Germany, and taken poffeffion of
Embden; fteps for which he was accountable to no
power upon earth , alchough the conftitutions of the
Empire permit the co - eftates to make ufe of foreign
troops, not indeed for the purpofe of invafion or
conqueft in Germany , but for their defence and pre-
fervation. He allo acknowledged that he had re-
fented the condudl, and chaftifed the injuftice , of
thofe co-eftates who had aflifted his enemies, and
helped to ravage his dominions ; mnferring, that if
the crown of France was free to pillage the eltates
of the Duke of Brunfwick, and the Landgrave of
Hefle - Caffel , becaufe they had fupplied the King of
England with auxiliaries ; if the Emprefs- Queen
had a right to appropriate to herfelf half of the con-
tributions raifed by the French King in thefe coun-
tries, furely his Britannic Majefty had an equal right
to make thofe feel the burden of the war who had
favored the unjult enterprifes of his enemies. He
exprefled his hope, that the diet, after having duly
confidered thefe circumftances, would, by way of
advice , propole to his Imperial Majefly that he
fhould annul his moft inconfiftent mandates, and
not only take effetual meafures to proted the elec-
torate and its allies , but alfo give orders for coms-
mencing againft the Emprefs-Queen , as archduchefs
of Aufiria, the Ele@tor Palatine, and the Duke of
Wirtemberg, fuch proceedings as fhe wanted to
enforce againft his Bricannic Majefty, Hle@or of
Brunfwick - Lunenburgh. For this purpofe the
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minifter now requelled their excellencies to afk im-
mediately the neceflary inftructions for their princi-
pals. The reft of this long memonal contained a
jultification of bis Britannic Majefty’s conduct in
deviating from the capitulation of Clofter - Seven;
with arefutation of the arguments adduced, and a
retortion of the reproaches levelled againft the King
of England, in the paper or manifefto compofed
and publifhed under the direétion of the French mi-
niftry, and enritled, “ A Parallel of the Condu&
of the King of France with that of the King of Eng-
land, relative to the Breach of the Capitulation of
Clofter -Seven by the Hanoverians. ” But to this
invective a more circumftantial anfwer was pubs
lifhed: in which, among other curious particulars,
the letter of expoftulation, faid to have been written
by the Pruffian monarch to the King of Great- Bri-
tain after the defeat at Colin, is treated as an infa-
mous piece of forgery, produced by fome venal pen
employed to impofe upen the public. The author
alfo, in his endeavours to demonfirate his Britannic
Majelty's averfion to a continental war, very juftly
obferves, that “ none but fuch as are unacquainted
with the maritime force of England can believe,
that, without a diverfion on the continent, toem-
ploy part of the enemy’s force, fhe is not ina con-
dition to hope for fuccels, and maintain her fupe-
riority at fea. England, therefore, bad no intereft
to foment quarrels or wars in Europe; but, for the
fame reafon , there was room to fear that France
would embrace a different {yftem: accordingly (he
took no pains to conceal her views, and her envoys
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declared publicly that a war upon the continent was
inevitable; and that the King’s dominions in Ger-
many would be its principal object. ” He afterwards,
in the courfe of his argumentation, adds , “ that
they muft be very ignorant, indeed, who imagine
that the forces of England are not able to refift thole
of France , unlefs the latter be hindered from turning
all her efforts to the fea. In cafe of a war upon the
continent , the two powers muft pay fubfidies; only
with this difference, that France can employ her
own land -forces, and afpire at conquefls.” Such
were the profeffed fentiments of the Briti(h minifiry,
founded upon eternal truth and demonfiration, and
openly avowed, when the bulinefs was to prove
that it was not the intereft of Great-Britain to main-
tain a war upon the continent; but, afterwards,
when this continental war was eagerly efpoufed ,
foltered, and cherifbed by the blood and treafure of
the Englifh nation, then the partifans of that very
miniftry , which had thus declared that England,
without any diverfion on the continent of Europe,
was an over - match for France by fea, which may
be termed the Britifh element; then their partifans,
their champions, declaimers , and dependents, were
taught to rife in rebellion againlt their former doc-
trine , and , in defiance of common fenfe and reflec-
tion, affirm that a diverfion in Germany was abfo-
Iutely neceffary to the fuccefsful iffue of England’s
operations in Afia, Africa, and America. Notwith-
ftanding all the facts and arguments affembled in
this elaborate memorial, to expofe the ingratitude
of the Emprefls - Queen , and demonfirate the
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opprellive meafures adopted by the Imperial power, cHA P.
it remains to be proved, that the member of a com- 11X,
munity is not obliged to yield obedience to the re. %5
folutions taken, and the decrees publithed , by the
majority of thofe who compofe this Commumty,
efpecially when re - enforced with the authority' of

the fupreme magiftrate, and not repugnant to the

ihe fundamental conftitution on which that communit
the : y
ly was eltablifhed.

he § XLIV. If the Emprefs - Queen was not gratified

to the extent of her wilhes in the fortune of the
cammlfrn, at leaft her felf- importance was flattered
in another point, which could not fail of being in-
tercfting to a princefs famed for a glowing zeal and
inviolable attachment to the religion of Rome. In
1 the month of Augult the Pope conferred upon her
:dl the title of Apoltolical Queen of Hungary , cons
veyed by a brief , in which he extolled her piety,
and launched out into retrofpective eulogiums of
her predeceffors, the princes of Hungary, who had
been always accuftomed to fight and overcome for
the catholic faith under this holy banner. This com-
pliment, however, fhe did not derive from the regard
of Profper Lambertini, who exercifed the papal {way
undertheafumed name of Benedi@ X1V. Thar pontiff,
univerfally efteemed for his good fenfe, moderation,,
and humanity had breathed his laft in the moath of
Apiil, in the eighty-fourth year of hisage; and in July
wasfucceeded inthe papacy by Cardinal Charles Rez.
zonico, Bifhop of Padua, by birth a Venetian. He
was formerly auditor of the Rota; afterwards pro-
moted to the purple by Pope Clcmcntl"XU. at the
4
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B0 0 X nomination of the republic of Venice ; was diftin-

111,
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guilbed by the title of St. Maria d'Ara Celi, the
principal convent of the Cordeliers, and nominated
protector of the Pandours, or lllyrians. When he
afcended the papal chair, he affumed the name of
Clement XIIL gratitude to the laft of that name,
who was his benefactor.  Though of a difagreeable
perfon, and even deformed in his body, he enjoyed
good health, and a vigorous conftitution. Asan
ecclefiaftic, his life was exemplary; his morals were
pure and unimpeached : in his charaéter he is faid to
have been learned, diligent, fteady, devout, and
in every refpect worthy to fucceed fuch a predeceffor
as Benedid.

§ XLV. The King of Spain wifely perfifted in
reaping the advantages of a neutrality, notwithflan-
ding the intrigues of the French partifans at the
court of Madrid, who endeavoured to zlarm his
jealouly by the conquefts which the Englith had
projected in America. The King of Sardinia faga-
cioufly kept aloof, refolving, in imitation of his
predeceflors, to maintain his power on a refped-
able footing , and-be ready to leize all opportunities
to extend and promote the interelt of his crown,
and the advantage of his country. As for theKing
of Portugal, he had prudently embraced the fame
fyftem of forbearance : butin the iatter end of the fea-
fon his attention was engroffed by a domeftic inci-
dent of a very extraordinary nature. Whether he had,
by particular infances of feverity , exalperated the
minds of certainindividuals, and exercifed his domi-
nionin fuch adts of arbitrary powerasexcited a general
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fpiritof difaffe@ion among his nobility ; or, laftly, by
the vigorous meafures purfued againft the encroach-
ing Jefuits in Paraguay , and their correfpondents in
Portugal, hadincurred the refentment of that fociety,
we [hall not pretend to determine: perhaps all thele
motives ‘concurred in giving birth to a confpiracy
againft his life, which was actually executed at this
junéure with the moft defperate refolution. On the
third day of September, the King, according to
cuftom, going out in a carriage to take the air, ac-
companied by one domeftic, was, in the night, at
a folitary place near Belem, attacked by three men on
horfeback, armed with mufquetoons, one of whom
fired his piece at the coachman without effe&. The
man, however, terrified both on his own account
and that of his fovereign’s, drove the mules at
full fpeed; a circumfance which in fome meafure
difconcerted the other two confpirators, who purfued
him at full gallop, and having no leifure to take aim,
difcharged their pieces at random through the back
of the carriage, The flugs with which they were
loaded happened to pafs between the King’s right
arm and his breaft, dilacerating the parts from the
fhoulder to the elbow, but without damaging the
bone, or penetrating into the cavity of the body.
Finding himlelf grievoufly wounded, and the blood
flowing a-pace, he, with fuch prefence of mind as
cannot be fufficiently admired, inftead of proceeding
to the palace, which was at fome diftance, ordered
the coachman to return to Junqueria, where his
principal furgeon refided, and there his wounds
were immediately dreffed. By this refolution, he
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not only prevented the irreparable mifchief that
might havearifen from an exceffive effulion of blood ;
but, without all doubt, faved his life from the hands
of other allaffins, polted on the road to accomplifh
the regicide, in cafe he fhould efcape alive from the
firft attack. This inftance of the King’s recolleétion
was magnified into a miracle, on a fuppofition that
it mult have been the effe@ of divine infpiration;
and, indeed, amonga people addicted to fuperftition,
might well pafs for a favorable interpofition of
Providence. The King, being thus difabled in his
right arm, iffued a decree, inveiting the Queen with
the ablolute power of government. Inthe mean time,
no perfon had accefs to his prefence but herfelf,
the firft minifter, the Cardinal de Saldanha, the
phyficians, and furgeons. An embargo wasimmedi.
ately laid on all the fhipping in the port of Lifbon.
Rewards were publicly offered, together with the
promife of pardon to the accomplices, for detecting
any of the afflaffins; and fuch other meafures ufed,
that in a litdle time the whole confpiracy was dil-
covered: a confpiracy the more dangerous, as it
appeared to have been formed by perfons of the firft
quality and influence. The Duke de Aveiro, of the
family of Mafcarenbas; the Marquis de Tavora,
who had been viceroy of Goa, and now actually
enjoyed the commiflion of General of the horfe;
the Count de Attougui, the Marquis de Alloria,
toge;t_her with their wives, children, and whole
f;tm:!‘les,' were arrefted immediately after the
affaflination, as principals in the defign; and many
other accomplices, including fome Jefuits , were
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apprehended in the fequel. The further proceedings CHAP.
on this myferious affair, with the fate of the confpira-  IX.
tors, will be p;:rticularlzed among the cranfadtions of 1753,
the following year. At prefent, it will be fufficient

to obferve, that the King’s wounds were attended

with no bad confequences; nor did the imprifon.

ment of thofe noblemen produce any difturbance in

the kingdom. -

§ XLVI. The domeltic occurrences of France
were tiffued with a continuation of the difputes
between the parliaments and clergy, touching the
bull Unigenitus. In vain the King had interpofed
his authority; firk propofing an accommodation ;
then commanding the parliament to forbear taking
cognizance of z religious conteft, which did notfall
under their jurifdiction; and, thirdly, banilbing
their perfons, and abrogating their power. He after-
wards found it neceffary to the peace of his dominions
to recal and re-inftate thofe venerable patriots; and
being convinced of the intolerable infolence and
turbulent fpirit of the Archbilbop of Paris, had exiled
that prelate in his turn. He was no fooner re-admitted
to his fun@ion, than he refumed his former condud,
touching the denial of the facraments to thofe who
refuled to acknowledge the bull Unigenitus: he even
ac&ed with redoubled zeal; intrigued with the other
preates; caballed among the inferior clergy; 'and
not only revived, but augmented, the troubles
throughout the whole kingdom. Bifhops, curates,
and monks prefumed to with-hold fpiritual confo-
lation from perfons in extremity, and were punifhed
by the civil power. Qther parliaments of the
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kingdom followed the example exhibited by that of
Paris, in afferting their authority and privileges.
The King commanded them to defift, on pain of
mcurring his indignation: they remonftrated, and
perfevered; while the Archbifhop repeated his in-
junctions and cenfures, and continued to inflame the
difpute to fuch a dangerous degree, that he was
given to underftand he fhould be again obliged to
quit the capital, if he did not proceed with more
moderation. But the chiefcare of the French miniftry
was employed in regulating the finances, and eftab-
lithing funds of credit for raifing money to pay fubfi-
dies, and maintain the war in Europe and America.
In the courfe of this year they had not 6nly confider-
ably re-enforced their armies in Germany, but made
furprifing efforts to fupply the colony of Canada with
troops, artillery, ftores, and ammunition, for its
defence againft the operations of the Britifh forces,

-which greatly outnumbered the French upon the

continent. The court of Verfailles pracifed every
ftratagem to elude the vigilance of the Englifh crui-
fers. The (bips deltived for America they detached,
both fingle and in convoys, fometimes from the
Mediterranean , fometimes from their harbours in
the Channel. They affembled tranfports in one port,
in order to withdraw the attention of their enemies
from another, where their convoys lay ready for
failing; and in boifterous weather, when the Englifh
could no longer block up their harbours, their
ftore.thips came forth, and hazarded the voyage,
for the relief of their American fettlements. Thofe
shat had the good fortune to arrive on the coaft
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f of that continent were obliged to have recourfe to CHAP.
different expedients for efcaping the Britifh fquadrons  1X.
ftationed at Halifax, or cruifing in the bay of St. - 75%
Laurence. They either ventured to navigate the

A river before it was clear of the ice, fo early in the

;-g fpring, that the enemy had not-yet quitted the

3 harbour of Nova-Scotia; or they waited on the coalt

y of Newfoundland for fuch thick fogs as might {creen

. them from the notice of the Englifh cruifers, in failing

up the gulf; or, laftly, they penetrated through the

h Straits of Belleifle, a dangerous paffage, which,

however, led them dire@ly into the river St. Lau-

) rence, at a confiderable diftance above the ftation of

the Britifh fqyuadron. Though the French navy was

k by this time fo reduced, that it could neither face
h the Eoglith at fea, nor furnifh proper convoys for
s commerce, her miniftry neverthelefs attempted to

alarm the fubjeds of Great.Britain with the proje&
w of an invafion. Flat-bottomed boats were built,
tranfports collected, large (hips of the line equipped,
. and troops ordered to affemble on the coaft for
| embarkation ; but this was no more than a feint to
aroufe the apprehenfion of the Englifh, difconcert
the adminiftration, prejudice the national credit, and
deter the government from fending forces to keep
alive the war in Germany. A much more effectual
method they took to diftrefs the trade of England,
by laying up theirufelefs fhips of war, and encoura-
ging the equipment of ftout privateers, which did
confiderable damage to the commerce of Great-
Britain and Ireland, by cruifing in the feas of
Europe and America. Some of them lay clofe in




BOOK

115
1758,

126 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

the harbours of the Channel, fronting ‘the coalt of
England, and darted out occafionally on the trading
fhips of this nation, as they received intelligence
from boats employed for that purpofe. Some chofe
their ftation in the North-Sea, where a great number
of captures were made upon the coaft of Scotland;
others cruifed in the chops of the Channel, and
even to the weltward of Ireland; but the far greater
number fcoured the feas in the neighbourhood of the
Leeward Ilands in the Weflt- Indlcc where they took
a prodigious number of Britifh (hips, failing to and
from the fugarcolonies, and conveyed them to
their own {ettlements in Martinique, Guadaloupe,
or St. Domingo.

§ XLVII. With refpect to the war that raced in
Germany, the King of Denmark wifely purfued that
courfe which happily preferved him from being
involved in thofe troubles by which great part of
Europe was agitated, and terminated in that point of
national advantage which a king onght ever to have
in view for the benefit of his people. By obferving
a ferupulous neutrality, he enhanced his importance
among his neighbours: he faw himfelf courted by
all the belligerent powers: he faved the blood and
treafure nflns fubje@s : he received large fubfidies,
in confideration of his forbearance; and enjoyed,
unmolefted, a much more confiderable fhare of
commerce than he conld expect to carry on, even
in times of univerfal tranquillity. He could not
perceive that the proteftant religion had any thing
toapprehend from the confederacy which was formed
againft the Pruflian monarch; nor was he mifled
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into all the expenfe, the perils, and difquiets of a
fanguinary war, by that ignis fatuus which hath
feduced and impoverifhed other opulent nations,
under the fpecious title of the balance of power in
Germany. Howfoever he might be {wayed by pri-
vate inclination, he did not think it wasa point of
confequence to his kingdom whether Pomerania was
poffeffed by Sweden or Pruffia; whether the French
army was driven back beyond the Rhine, or pene-
trated once more into the electorate of Hanover:
whether the Fmprefs- Queen was firipped of her
remaining polleflionsin Silefia, or the King of Pruffia
circum{cribed within the original bound of his domi-
ninn.IiernnkitRN'grantedthatP}ance,fbrherovvn
fake, would prevent the ruin of that enterprifing
monarch ; and that the houfe of Aufiria wouldnot be
fo impolitic, and blind to its own interelt, as to
permit the Emprefs of Ruffia to make and retain
conquefts in the Empire: but, even if thefe powers
fhould be weak enough to facrifice all the maxims of
found policy to caprice or refentment, he did not
think himfelf fo deeply concerned in the event, as,
for the diftant profpect of what might poffibly hap-
pen, to plunge headlong into a war that muft be
attended with certain and immediate difadvantages,
True it is, he had no hereditary electorate in Ger-
many that was threatened with invafion; nor, if he
bhad, isittobe fuppofed that a prince of his fagacity
and patriotifm would have impoverifhed his kingdom
of Denmark, for the precarious defence of a diltant
territory. It was referved for another nation to adopt
the pernicious abfurdity of wafting its blood and

CHAP,
IX.
1758




B00K

III.
1758

128 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

treafure, exhaufting its revenues, loading its own
back with the moft grievous impofitions, incurring
an enormous debt, big with bankruptcy and ruin;
ina word, of expending above a bundred and fifty
millions fterling in fruitlefs efforts to defend a diftant
country , the entire property of which was never
valued at one twentieth part of that fum; a country
with which it had no natural connexion, but a
common alliance arifing from accident. The King of
Denmark, though himfelf a prince of the Empire,
and poffeffed of dominions in Germany, almoft
contiguous to the fcenes of the prefent war, did not
yet think himfelf fo nearly concerned in the iffue, as
to declare himfelf either principal or auxiliary in the
quarrel : yet he took care to maintdin bis forces by
fea and land upon a refpectable footing: and, by this
conduct, he not only provided for the fecurity of
his own country, but over-awed the belligerent
powers, who con(idered him as a prince capable of
making either fcale preponderate, jult as he might
chufe to trim the balance. Thus he preferved his
wealth, commerce, and confequence undiminifhed;
and, inftead of being haraffed as a party, was
honored as an umpire,

§ XLVIIL The United Provinces, though as ad-
verfe as his Danith Majefty to any participation in
the war, did not, however, fo ferupuloufly obferve
the neutrality they profeffed : at lealt, the traders of
that republic, either from an inordinate thirfl of
lucre, or a fecret bias in favor of the enemies of
Great-Britain, afifted the French commerce with
all the appearance of the moft flagrant partiality.

We
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We have, in the beginning of this year’s tranfactions,
obferved, that a great number of their (hips were
taken by the Englifh cruifers, and condemned as
legal prizes, for having French property on board:
that the Dutch merchants, exafperated by their
loffes, exclaimed againft the Englifh as pirates and
robbers, petitioned the States for redrefs in very
high terms, and even loudly clamored for a war
againft Great- Britain. The charge of violence and
injultice which they broughtagainft the Englith, for
taking and confifcating the (hips that tranfported to
Furope the produce of the French iflands in the
Weft:Indies, they fonnded on the tenth article of
the treaty of commerce between Great - Britain and
the States- General of the United Provinces; con-
cluded in the year one thonfand fix hundred and
fixty - eight ; fipulating. “That whatever fhall be
« found on board the fhips of the {ubjects of the
& United Provinces, though the lading, dor part

Britain, fhall be free and unmolelted ; except thefe
be prohibited goods; whicls are to be ferved in
the manner prefcribed by the foregoing articles.”
From this article the Dutch merchants argued, that,
if there be no prohibited goods an board, the Englith
had noright to ftop or moleft any of their fhips, or
malke the leaft inquiry to whom the merchandife be-
longed , whence it was brought, or whither bound,
This plea the Englifh cafuilts would by no means ad-
mit, for thefollowing reafons: A general and perpe.
tual licence to carry on the whole trade of their
enemy would be fuch a glaring abfurdity , as no
Vor. VIL K

thereof; may belong to the enemies of Great-
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convention could authorize : common fenfe had die-
tated, and Grotius declared, that no man can be
fuppofed to have confented to an abfurdity; there-
fore, the interpretation given by the Dutch to this
article could not be fuppofed to be its true and
genuine meaning ; which indeed, relates to nothing
more than the common courle of trade, as it was
ufually carried on in time of peace. But, even fhould
this interpretation be accepted, the article, and the
treaty itfelf would be fuperfeded and annulled by a
fublequent treaty , concluded between the two na-
tions in the year one thoufand fix hundred and
feventy-five, and often confirmed fince that period,
ftipulating, in a fecret article, That neither of the
contracting parties fhould give, nor confent that any
of their fubjects and inhabitants hould give, any
aid, favor, or council, dire@tly or indiredly, by
land or fea, or on the frefi waters ; nor (hould furnifh,
or permit the fubjecs or inhabitants of their refpe@ive
territories to furnifh, any fhips, foldiers, feamen,
victuals , monies, inlruments of war, gun-powder,
or any other neceflaries for making war, to the ene-
mies of either party, of any rank or condition foever.
Now , the Dutch have infringed this article in many
inftances during the prefent war, both in Europe
and America; and, as they have fo openly contra-
vened one treaty, the Englifh are not obliged to ob-
ferve any other. They, moreover, forfeited all right
to the obfervance of the treaty in queftion, by re-
fufing the fuccours with which they were bound, in
the moft folemn manner, to furnifh the King of
Great-Britain, in cafe any of his territories in Eurepe
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g thould be attacked : for nothing could be more weak € H A P,
¥ and frivolous than the allegation upon which this  1X.
refufal was founded ; namely, -that the hoftilitiesin %758
Europe were commenced by the Englifh, when they

feized and confifcated the veffels of France; and

i they, being the aggreflors, had no right to infit

i upon the fuccours flipulated in a treaty which was
il purely defenfive. If this drgument bas any weight,
he the treaty itfelf can have no fignification. The
Vi French, as in the prefent cafe, will always com-
. mence the war id America; and when their fhips

containing re- eriforcements and Rores for the main=
tenance of that war, fhall be taken on the European
feas, perhaps in confequence of their being expofed

a.,;; for that purpole, they will exclaim that the Fnglifth
mi. were the aggreffors in Europe, confequently de-
by prived ofall benefit accruing from the defenfive trea-

ik ty fubfifting between them and the States- General
of the United Provinces. It being impofiible for the
Englith to terminate the war, while their enemies
derive the finews of it from their commerce carried
on in neutral bottoms, they are obliged to fupprels
fuch collufions, by that neceflity which Grotius him-
{elf hath allowed to be a fufficient excufe for deviat-
ing from the letter of any treaty whatfoever. In time
of peace no Dutch Mhips were permitted to carry the
produce of any French fugar-ifland, or even to trade
“inany of the French ports in America or the Weft-
Indies; confequently, the treaty which they quote
can never juftify them in carrying on a commerce,
which, as it did not exift, and was not forefeen,
could not poflibly be guarded againft when that
K2
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convention was ratified. Grotius, whofe authority
is held in fuch veneration among the Dutch , has de-
termined that every nation has a right to feize and
confifcate the goods of any neutral power, which
fhall attempt to carry them into any place which is
blocked up by that nation, either by land or fea.
The French iflands in the Welt-Indies were fo
blocked up by the Englifh cruifers, that they could
receive no relief from their own government, confe-
quently no neutral power could attempt to {upply
them without falling under this predicament™. It
was for thefe reafons that the King of England de-
clared, by the mouth of IMr. Yorke, his minifter
plenipotentiary at the Hague, in a conference held
in the month of Augult with the deputies of the
States - General, that though he was ready to concur
in every meafure that fhould be propofed for giving
fatisfaction to their High Mightineffes, with whom
hebadalways [tudied to live in the moft perfectunion,

** In the reign of King William, when the Euglith and
Dutch were engaged in a war againlt France, the northern
powers of Sweden and Denmark attempted to carry on the
French commerce, under the fhade of nentrality; but the
Dutch and Englith joined in {eizing the veffels that were thus
employed. Complaints of thefe captures were made at London
and the Hague, and the complainants were given to underftand
atboth places, that they fhould not be allowed to carry on any
trade with France, but what was ufval in time of peace. In
confequence of this declaration, Mr. Groning formed the de-
fign of writing a treatife on the freedom of navigation, and
communicated the plan of his work to the celebrated Puffen-
dorf, who fignified his fentiments in a letter, which js pre-
ferv:d’by the learned Barbeyrac, in his notes upon that
author's treatife on the law of nature and nations, -
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he was neverthelels determined not to fuffer the trade
of the French colonies in America to be carried on
by the fubjedts of other powers, under the fpecious
pretext of neutrality : nor to permit words to be in-
terpreted as a licence to drive a trade with his ene-
mies, which, though not particularly fpecified in
the articles of contraband, was neverthelels ren-
dered fuch inall refpeds, and inevery fenfe, by the
nature of the circumftances. It is not at all more
furprifing that the Dutch merchants fhould com-
plain, than thatthe Englifh government thould perfif
in confifcating the (hips that were found to contain
the merchandife of their enemies. The individual
traders of every mercantile nation will run confi-
derable rifques in extending their particular com-
merce, even when they know it muft be detrimental
to the general interelt of their country. In the war
maintained by the confederates again{t Louis XIV.
of France , the merchant - (hips of the Dutch carried
on an uninterrupted trade to the French pores: and,

notwithftanding the repeated folicitations of Eng-
land, the States- General could never be prevaile I
upon to prohibit this commerce, which undoubtedly
enabled France to protract the war. The truth is, they
gave the Britith miniftry to underftand, that unlels
they connived at this traffic, their fubjects could not
poflibly defray their proportion of the expenfe at
which the war was maintained. It is well known
through all Europe, that the {ubjecs of the United
Provinces reaped confiderable advantage, not only

- from this branch of illicit trade, butalfo by providing

for both armies in Flanders, and by the practice of

A3
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flock - jobbing in England; confequently, it wasnot
the interelt, either of the States- General, or the Eng-
lith general , between whom there was a very good
underftanding, to bring that war to a fpeedy con-
clufion; nor, indeed, ought we to fix the imputation
of partiality upon a whole nation, for the private
conduc of individuals, influenced by motives of felf-
intereft, which co-operate with the fame energy in
Holland, and among the fubjects of Great- Britain.
In the courfe of the former war, fuch a {candalous
appetite for gain prevailed in different parts of the
Britifh dominions, that the French iltands were
actually fupplied with provifions, flaves, and lumber
from Ireland and the Britifh colonies in North-
America ; and Vartinique, in particular, muft have
furrendered to the commander of the Englifh fqua-
dron ftatiored in thofe feas, had it not been thus fup-
ported by Englifh fubje@s. Certainit is, the Dutch
had fome reafon to complain that they were decoyed
into this fpecies of traffic by the article of a treaty,
which, intheir opinion, admitted of no limitation;
and that the government of Great- Britain, without
any previous warning, or explaining its fentiments
on this fubject, {wept the fea at once of all their vel-
fels employed in this commerce, and condemned
them, without mitigation, to the entire ruin of many
thoufand families. Confidering the intimate con-
nexion of mutual interelt fubfifting between Great-
Britain and the States of the United Provinces , they
feem to have fome right to an intimation of this na-
ture which, 1n all probability , would have induced
thein to refign all profpect of advantage from the
profecution of fuch a wraffic.
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§ XLIX, Befides the univerfal clamor excited in

Holland, and the famous memorial prefented to the
States- General, which we have already mentioned
in another place, a deputation of merchants waited
four times fucceffively on the Princels Regent, to
explain their grievances, and demand her concur-
rence in augmenting the navy for the prefervation of
their commerce. She promifed to interpofe her belt
offices with the court of Great - Britain ; and thefe co-
operating with reprefentations made by the States.
General, the Englifh minifter was empowered to
open conferences at the Hague, in order to bring all
matters in difpute to an amicable accommodation.
Thefe endeavours, however, proved ineffectual,
The Britifh cruifers continued to take, and the Britith
courts to condemn all Dutch veflels containing the
produce of the French fugar - iflands. The merchants
of Holland and Zealand renewed their complaints
with redoubled clamor, and all the trading part of the
nation, re - enforced by the whole party that oppofed
the Houfe of Orange, cried aloud for an immediate
augmentation of the marine, and reprifals upon the
pirates of England. The Princefs, in order to avoid
extremities, was obliged not only to employ all her
perfonal influence with the States - General, but alfo
to play off one faction againft another, in the way of
remonfirance and exclamation. As far back as the
month of June, fhe prefented a memorial to the
States- General , reminding them , that in the begin.
ning of the war between France and England, fhe
had advifed an augmentation fhould be made in their
K a4

CHAP,
1X.
1758




BOOK

iiL
1758

136 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

land - forces, to ftrengthen the garrifons of the fron-
tier - towns,, and cover the territories of the republic
from invafion. She gavethem tounderftand that the
provinces of Guelders and Overyflel , intimidated by
the proximity of two formidable armies, had refolved
to demand that the augmentation of theirland-forces
fhould be taken into confideration by the other pro-
vinces; and requefted her to re-enforce their folici-
tations that this mealure might immediately take
place. Thisrequelt, fhe faid, fhe the more readily
granted, as (he could not but be fenfible of the im-
minent danger that threatened the republic, efpecially
fince the Hanoverian army had paffed the Rbine;
and as it behoved the ftate to put icfelf in a condition
to hinder cither army fromretiring into the territories
of the republic, if it Mhould be dcfc.lted for, in that
cafle, the conqueror being authorized to purfuc his
enemy wherever he can find him, would bring the
war 1nto the heart of their country. This reprefenta-
tion had no other effec than that of fufpending the
meafure which each party propofed. The Princefs,
in her anfwer to the fourth deputation of the mer-
chants, declared that fhe beheld the prefent ftate of
their trade with the moft anxious concern; that its
want of protection was not her fault, but that of the
towns of Dort, Hacrlem, Amfterdam, Torgau,
Rotterdam , and the Brille, to whofe conduct it was
owing, that the forces of the ftate, by fea and land,
were not now on a better footing. The deputies
were afterwards xdencrl to her minifter, VL de la
L'&rrey to whom they reprefented, that the augmen-
tation of the land-forces, and the equipment of a
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fleet, were matters as diftin@ from each otheras light
from darknefs : that there was no preffing motive for
an augmentation of the army, whereas, innumerable
reafonable reafons rendered the equipment of a fleet
a matter of the molt urgent neceflity. In a few days
after this reprefentation was made, the Princefs, in
an affembly of the States- General, requefted their
High Mightinelles, that feeing their earneft and re-
peated efforts to induce the provinces of Holland,
Zealand, Friefland, and Weft-Friefland, to ac-
quicfce in the propofed augmentation of forces by
fea and land, had not hitherto met with fuccefs, they
would now confider and deliberate upon fome ex-
pedieat for terminating this affair, and thefoouer the
better, in order, ononehand, to fatisfy the firong
and well - grounded inRances made by the provinces
of Guelders, Utrecht, Overyflel, and Greeningen;
and, on the other, to comply with the ardent
jult defires exprefled by the commercial inhabitants
of the country. She told them that the deputation
which waited on her confifted of forty merchants, a
pumber that merited attention no lefs than the fpeech
they pronounced, of which a great number of printed
copies were diftributed through all parts of the
country. Without making any particular remarks
on the harangue , fhe only obferved, that the drift
of it did not tend to facilitate the negociation begun
with Great-Britain, nor to induce the nation to
prefer a convention to a rupture with that crown.
From this circumftance fhe inferred it was more
than time to finifh the deliberations on the propofal
for angmenting the forces both by fea and land;

CHAP.

1X.
1758




BOOK
IIx,

1758,

1383 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

a meafure , without which fhe was convinced in her
confcience the [late was, and would always remain,
expofed to all forts of misfortune and danger, both
now and hereafter.

§ L. In conlequence of this interpofition, the
States- General that fame day fent a letter to the
ftates of Holland and Weft-Friefland, communi-
cating the fentiments of the Princefs Regent, and
infifting upen the neceflity of complying with her
propolal of the double augmentation. They ob.
ferved, that an augmentation of the land -forces,
for the defence of the frontiers, was unavoidable,
as well as an equipment by fea for the fecurity
of commerce: that the Rates of the provinces of
Guelders, Utrecht, Overyflel, and Greeningen
joined with them in the fame opinion; and ac-
cordingly had infifted, by divers letters and pro-
pofitions, on thofe two points fo effential to the

. public interelt. They reprefented the danger of

delay, and the fatal effects of difcord : they pro-
poled, that by a reciprocal indulgence one party
fhould comply with the fentiments of the other,
in order to avoid a fchifm and dangerous divifion
among the confederates , the confequences of which
would be very deplorable; while the republic, in
the mean time, would remain in a defencelefs con-
dition, both by fea and land, and depend upon the
arbitrary power of its neighbours. They conjured
them, therefore, as they valued the fafety of their
country, and all that was dear to them, as they
regarded the prote@ion of the good inhabitants,
the concord and harmony which at all times, but
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efpecially at the prefent critical jundure, was of
the laft neceflity , that they would ferioufly reflect
upon the exhortations of her royal bighnefs, as
well as on the repeated inftances of the majority
of the confederates; and take a wife and falutary
refolution with regard to the propofed augmen-
tation of the land-forces, fo that this addition,
together with an equipment at fea, mighe, the
fooner the better, be unaaimoufly brought to a
conclufion. It was undoubtedly the duty of all
who wiled well to their country to moderate the
heat and precipitation of thofe, who, provoked
by their loffes, and ftimulated by refentment, en-
deavoured at this period to involve their nation
in a war with Great-Britain. Had matters been
pufbed to this extremity, in a few months the re.
public would, in all probability , have been brought
to the brink of ruin. The Dutch were diftracted
by internal divifions; they were altogether un-
provided for hoftilities by fea; the ocean was co-
vered with their trading veffels; and the naval
armaments of Great- Pritain were fo numerous and
powerful as to render all refiftance on that element
equally vain and pernicious. The Englih could

- not only have fcoured the feas, and made prize

of their fhipping, but were allo in a condition to
reduce or demolifh all their towns in Zealand ,
where they would hardly have met with any
oppofition.
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CHAP X

§ 1. Domeflic occurrences in Great-Britain. 1. Tri- |
als of Drs. Henfey and'Shebbeare. 111, Inflitution ’
of the Magdalen and Afylum. V. Society Jor the
encouragement of arts. V. Scffion opened. VI,
New treaty with the King of Pruffia. VII. Supplies
granted. VIIL. King's meflage to the Commons,
IX. Bills relating to the diflillery, and the expor-
tation of corn. X. Petition from the juflices of Nor-
Jolk. XI. Bill for the importation of Jalted beef
Jiom Ireland continued, XII. Regulation with ref-
pect to privateers. XIII, New miiitia-laws. X1IV.
Aét for the relief of debtors revived. XV, Bills
Jor the tmportation of Irifh beef and tallow. XVI.
Acl relative to Miiford-haven. XV, Bill relative
to the duty on penfions. XVIiI. Aét relative o the
duty on plate. XI1X. Cambric-afl. XX. Unfuc-
cefsful bills. XXI. Cafe of the infolvent debtors,
XXIU. Cafe of Captain Walker. XXl Remarks
on the bankrupi-laws. XXIV. Inquiry into the flate
of thepoor. XXV. Regulations of weights and mea-
fures. XXVI. Refolutions concerning the Foun-
dling-hofpital.  XXVII. Mefjages from the King to
the parliament.  XXVIIL Sefion clofed. XXIX.
Preparations for war, XXX. Death of the Prip-
cefs of Orange and Princefs E[Uﬁ:.ﬂ‘cf/a Caroline.
XXXI. Ezxamples made of pirates. XXXII. Ac-
counts of fome remarkable murders, XXXIIL
Murder of Daniel Clarke. XXXIV, Majority of
the Prince of Wales., XXXV. Refolutions
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concerning a new bridge at Black-friars, XXXVI.
Fire in Cornhill. XXXVIL Method contrived ta
find out the longitude. XXXVIIL. Inflallation
at Oxford. XXXIX. Deplorable incident at fea,
) XL. Captures made by feparate cruifers.  XLIL
i CaptainHood takes the Bellona. XLII. And Capt.
Barrington the Count de St. Florentin. XLIIL
Captain Falkner takes a French Eafi-Indianan.
XLIV. Prizes taken in the Wefl-Indies. XLV,
Engagement betiween the Hercules and the Florifjant.
XLVI. Havre-de-Grace bombarded by Adm. Rod<
ney. XLVII. Adm. Bofcawen defeats M. de la
Clue. XLVIIL. Preparations made by the French
for invading England. XIL.IX. Account of Thurot.
L. French fleet fails from Brefl. LI. Adm. Hawhe
o defeats M. de Conflans. LI Proceedings of the
i Irifl parliament. LU\ Loyalty of the Irifh ca<

[ T

it

'm’* tholics, TIV. Dangerous infurrection in Dublin,
U LV. Alarm of a defcent in Scotland.

§ T. E/i’ HILE the operations of the war wei¢ cHA P,
profecuted through the four quarters of the globe, X.
the ifland of Great-Britain, which may be termed 1758
the centre that gave motion to this valt machine,
enjoyed all the tranquillity of the moft profound
peace, and faw nothing of war but the preparations

: and trophies, which ferved only to animate the

%3 nation to a defire of further conqueft; for the de-

ol jection occafioned by the misfortune at St. Cas foorn

S vani(hed before the profpe of victory and fuccefs.
Confidering the agitation natarally produced:
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among the common people by the pradice of
prefling men into the fervice of the navy, which
in the beginning of the year had been carried on
with unufual violence, thelevy of fo many new
corps of foldiers, and the endeavours ufed in for-
ming the national militia, very few difturbances
happened to interrupt the internal repofe of the
nation. From private a&s of malice, fraud, vio-
lence, and rapine, no community whatfoever is
exempted. In the month of April, the temporary
wooden bridge over the Thames, built for the
conveniency of carriages and paflfengers, while the
workmen fhould be employed in widening and
repairing London-Bridge, was malicioufly fet on
fire in the night, and continued burning till noon
next day, when the ruins of it fell into the river.
The defiruction of this conveniency proved very
detrimental to the commerce of the city, notwith-
ftanding the vigilancy and difcretion of the magil-
trates, in applying remedies for this misfortune. A
promife of the King’s pardon was offered in a pub-
lic advertifement, by the fecretary of ftate, and
a reward of two hundred pounds by the city of
London to any perfon who fhould difcover the
perpetrator of fuch wicked outrage ; but neverthe-
lefs he efcaped detection. No individual, nor
any fociety of men, could have the leaft interelt in
the execution of fuch a fcheme, except the body
of London- watermen; but as no dilcovery was
made to the prejudice of any perfon belonging to
that fociety, the deed was imputed to the malice of
fome fecret enemy to the public. Even alter a new
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temporary bridge was erected, another attempt was
made (in all probability by the fame incendiary )
to reduce the whole to afhes, but happily mifcarried,
anda guard was appointed, to preventany fuch atros
cious efforts in the fequel. Dangerous tumults were
raifed in and about Manchefter, by a prodigious
number of manufacturers, who had left off working,
and entered into a combination to raife, by force,
the price of their labor. They had fornied a regular
plan, and colle@ed large fums for the maintenance
of the poorer fort, while they refufed to work for
their families. They infulted and abufed all thofe
who would not join in this defection ; difperfed in.
cendiary letters, and denounced terrible threats
againft all fuch as fhould prefume to oppofe their
proceedings. But thefe menaces had no effe upon
the magiftrates and juftices, who didtheir duty with
fach difcretion and courage, that the ringleaders
being fingled out, and pumﬁhed by law , the reft
were {oon rcduced to order.

§ II. In the month of June Florence Henley, an
obfcure phyfician, and native of Ireland, who had
been apprehended for treafonable practices, was
tried in the court of King’s-Bench, on an indictment
for high treafon. In the courfe of the trial it ap-
peared that he had been employed as a {py forthe
French minifiry: to which, in confideration of a
paltry penfion, he fent intelligence of every mate-
rial occurrence in Great: Britain, The correfpondence
was managed by his brother, a Jefuit, who acted
as chaplain and fecretary to the Spanifh ambaflz-
dor at the Hague. The Biritifh refident at that
court having learned from the Spanifh minifter
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fome fecrets relating to England, even before they
were communicated to him from thie Englifh minifiry,
was induced to fet on foot an ihqguiry touching the
fource of this information , and foon received an
aflurance, that the fecretary of the Spanifh amba(fador
had a brother , a phyficianin London. The fufpicion
naturally arifing from this circumftance being impait-
ed to the miniftry of England, Henfey was narrowly
watched, and twenty-nine of his letters were inter-
cepted. From the contents of thefe he was convicted
of having given the French court the firft notice of the
expedition to North-America, the capture of the two
fhips, the Alcide and Lys, the failing and deftination
of every fquadron and armament, and the difficulties
that occurred in raifing money for the fervice of the
public. He had even informed them that the fecret
expedition of the foregoing year wasintended againft
Rochefort, and advifed a defcent upon Great-Britain,
at a certain time and place, as the moft effectual
method of diftreffing the goveriment, and affeQing
the public credit. Aftei along trial he was found
guilty of treafon, and received the fentence of death
ufually pronounced on fuch aceafions : butwhether
he earned forgivenels by fome material difcovery,
or the minifter found him fo infenfible and infigni-
ficant that he wasafhamed to take his life, he efcaped
execution , and was pardoned , on condition of
going into perpetual exile. The feverity of the

government was much about the fame period ex-

ercifed on Dr. Shebbeare, a public writer , who,
in a feries of printed letters to the people of England,

had
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had animadverted on the conduc of the miniftry in
the molt acrimonious terms, ftigmatized fome great
names with all the virulence of cenfure , and even
afaulted the throneitfelf with oblique infinuation and
ironical fatire. The miniltry,incenfed at the boldnefs;
and (il more enraged at the fuccefs of this author,
whole writings were bought with avidity by the pub-
lic, determined to punifh him feverely for his arro-
gance and abule; and he was apprehended by a war-
rant from the fecretary’s office. His {ixth letter to the
people of England was pitched upon as the founda-
tion of a profecution. After a (hort trial in the court
of King’s - Bench, he was found guilty of having
written the fixth letter to the people of England , ad-
judged a libellous pamphlet, fentenced to ftand in the
pillory, to pay a fmall fine, to be imprifoned three
years,and give fecurity for his future good behaviour:
fo that, in effec, this good min {uffered more for
having given vent to the unguarded effufions of
miftaken zeal, couched in the language of paffion
and fcurrility, than was inflicted vpon Henfey, a
convicted traitor, who had ac&ed as a {py for France,
and betrayed his own country for hire.

§ IIl. Amidft a variety of crimes and diforders,
arifing from impetuofity of temper, unreined paffion,
luxury , extravagance and an almoft total want of
police and fubordination, the virtues of benevolence
are always {pringing up to anextraordinary growth
in the Britifh foil ; and here charities are often eftabli-
fhed by the humanity of individuals, which in any
other country would be honored a5 national infticy-
tions: witnels the great number of holpitals and

Vor VIL L
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infirmaries in London and Weftminfter, ere@ted and
maintained by voluntary contributions, or raifed by
the princely donations of private founders. In the
courle of this year the public began to enjoy the bene-
fit of feveral admirable nftitutions. Mr. Henry
Raine, a private gentleman of Middlefex, had, in his
life-time,built andendowed an hofpital for the mainte-
nance of forty poor maidens. By his will he bequeathed
acertain fum of money to accumulate atintereft,under
the management of truftees, untilthe yearly produce
fhould amount to two hundred and ten pounds, to be
given in marriage-portions to two of the maidens edu-
cated in his hofpital, at the age oftwenty two, who
fhould be the belt recommended for piety and in-
dufiry by the mafters or miftreffes whom they had
ferved. Inthe month of March, the fum deftined for
this laudable purpofe was completed ; when the
truftees, by public advertifement, fummoned the
maidens educated in the hofpital to appear on a cer-
tain day , with proper certificates of their behaviour
and circumfiances , that fix of the molt deferving
might be felected to draw lots for the prize of one
hundred pounds, tobe paid as her marriage-portion,
provided fhe married a man of an unblemifhed charac-
ter, a member of the church of England refiding
within certain fpecified parifhes, and approved by the
trultees. Accordingly, on the firlt of May the can-
didates appeared, and the prize being gained by one
young woman, in prefence ofa numerous affembly
of all ranks, attracted by curiofity , the other five
maidens, with a fixth, added in licu of her who had
been fuccelsful, were marked for afecond chance on
the fame day of the following year, when a fecond
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i prize of the fame value would be prefented: thusa cHAPR
§ new candidate will be added every year, thatevery Xq
maiden who has been educated in this hofpital, and  #75%
% pieferved her charader without reproach , may have

w2 chance for the noble donation, which is alfo accoms-

: panied with the fum of five pounds to defray the ex=

penfe of the wedding -entertainment. QOne fcarce
knows whether moft to admire the plan, or commend

the humanity of this excellent inftitution. Ofequal

and perhaps fuperior merit was another charitable

b eftablifiment ; which alfo took effe& about this

o period. A {mall number of humane individuals,

y chiefly citizens of London, deeply alfected with the
I fituation of common proftitutes ; who are certainly
i the moft forlorn of all human creatures,; formed a
n generous refolution in their favor , fuch as even the
& belt men of the kingdom had never before the
he courage to avow. They confidered that many of

thefe unhappy creatures ; fo wretched in themfelves,
and fo produdive of mifchief to fociety, had been
feduced to vicein their tender years by the perfidious
i artifice of the other fex, or the violence of unruly
paffion, before they had acquired experience to guard
againft the one, or forefight to perceive the fatal con.
fequences of the other: thatthe jewel,reputation,being
& thus irretrievably loft, perhaps in one unguarded
moment, they were covered withfhame and difgrace,
abandoned by their families, excluded from all pity,
regard, and affiftance : that, ftung by*felf-conviétion,
infulted with reproach, denied the privilege of peni-
¥ tence and contrition, cut offfrom all hope , impelled
by indigence , and maddened with defpair , they had
L 2

i '
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B0 0 X plungedinto alife of infamy, in which they were ex-

158 8
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.pofed to deplorable viciffitudes of mifery, and the
moft excruciating pangs ofreflection that any human
being could fuftain: that, whatever remorfe they
might feel, howfoever they might deteft their own
vice, orlong foran opportunity of amendment, they
were entirely deflitute of all means of reformation :
they were not only deprived of all pofiibility of profi-
ting by thofe precious moments of repentance, and
becoming again ufeful members of fociety; but, in
order to earn a miferable fubfiftence, were obligedto
perfevere in the paths of proftitution, and aét the
inftruments of heaven’s vengeance in propagating
diftemper and profligacy, in ruining the bodies and
debauching the minds of their fellow - creatures.
Moved to fympathy and compaffion by thefe confi-
derations, this virtuous band of affociates determined
to provide a comfortable afylum for female penitents,
to which they might fly for thelter from thereceptacles
of vice, the miferies oflife, and the fcorn of mankind ;
where they mightindulge the falutary fentimentsof
remorfe, make their peace with heaven, accuftom
themfelves to induftry and temperance , and be profi-
tably reunited to fociety , from which they had been
fo unhappily diffevered. The plan of this excellent
inftitution bemg formed , was put in execution by
means of voluntary fubfcription,and the houfe opened
in Goodman’s-fields,under the name of the [VIagdalen-
hofpital, in the month of Augult; when fifty petitions
were prefented by penitent proftitutes, foliciting ad-
mittance. Another afylum was allo opened by the
hand of private charity , on the Surrey-fide of Welft-
minfter-bridge , for the reception and education
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of female-orphans, and children abandoned by
their parents,

§ IV. Nor was encouragementrefufed to thofe who
diftinguifhed themfelves by extraordinary talents in
any branch of the liberal and ufeful arts and fciences,
though no M=xcenas appeared among the minifters,
and not the leaft ray of patronage glimmered from the
throne. The protedion, countenance, and gratifi-
cation'fecured in other countries by the inflitution of
academies, and the liberalities of princes, the inge-
nious in England derived from the generofity of a
public, endued with tafte and fenfibility , eager for
improvement, and proud of patronizing extraordi-
nary merit. Several years had already elafped fincea
fociety of private perfons was infticuted at London,
for the encouragement of arts, manufactures, and
commerce. Itconfifted ofa prefident, vice-prefident,
fecretary , regilter , collector , and other officers,
elected from a very confiderable number of members,
who pay acertain yearly contribution for the purpo-
fes of the inftitution. In the courfe of every year they
held eight general meetings in a large alfembly-room,
built and furnifhed at the common expenfe; befides
the ordinary meetings of the fociety , held every
week , from the fecond Wednefday in November to
thelalt Wednefday in May ; and, in the intermediate
time, on the firlt and third Wednefday of every
month. At thefe ordinary meetings, provided the
number then prefent exceeded ten, the members had
aright to proceed on bufinefs , and power to appoint
fuch committees as they (hould think neceffary. The
money contributed by this aflociation , after the

L3
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neceflary expenfe of the fociety had been dedu@ed,
was expended in premiums for planting and huf-
bandry; for difcoveries and improvements in chemif
try , dying , and mineralogy; for promoting the
ingenious arts of drawing , engraving , calting ,
pamnting , ftatuary, and fculpture ; for the improve-
ment of manufacures and machines in the various
articles of hats, crapes, druggets, mills, marbled-
paper, fhip-blocks, f{pinning-wheels, toys, yarn,
knitting , and weaving. They likewife allotted fums
for the advantage of the Britifh coloniesin America 5
and beltowed premiums on thofe fettlers who fhould
excel in curing cochineal, planting logwood-trees
cultivating olive - trees, producing myrtle - wax,
making pot-afh , preferving raifins, curing fafflour,
making filk and wines, importing fturgeon, preparing
ifinglafs, planting hemp and cinnamon, extracting
opium and the gum of the perlimon-tree , colleting
ftones of the mango, which fhould be found to vege-
tatein the Welt-Indies; raifing filk-grafs, and laying
out provincial gardens. They, moreover, allowed
a gold medal , in honor of him who fhould compofe
the belt treatifc on the arts of peace, containing a
hiltorical account of the progreflive improvements
of agriculture, manufactures, and commerce in the
kingdom of England, with the effects of thofe im-
provements on the moralsand manners of the people,
and pointing out the moft proper means for their
future advancement. In a word, the fociety is fo
numerous , the contributions fo confiderable, the
plan fo judicionly laid, and executed with fuch dif:
cretion and fpirit, as to promife much more effectual
and extepfive advantage to the pu_blic than ever
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accrued from all the boalted academies of Chriften-
dom. The artifts of London had long maintained a
private academy for improvementin the art of draw-
ing from living figures; but, in order to extend this
advantage, which was not attained without difficulty
and expenfe, the Duke of Richmond , a young
nobleman of the moft amiable character, provided
a large apartment at Whitehall , for the ufe of thofe
who ftudied the arts of painting, fculpture, and
engraving ; and furnifhed it with a collection of
original plaifter-cafts from the belt antique flatues
and bufts at Rome and Florence. Here any learner
had liberty todraw, or make models, under theeye
and infiru@ions of two eminent artifts, and twice a
year the munificent founder beftowed premiurns of
filver medals on the four pupils who excelled the ref}
in drawing from a certain figure, and making the
beft model of it in baflo-relievo .

* Among other tranfactions that diftinguifh the hiftory of
Great-Britain,{carce a year glides away without producing (ome
incident thatftrongly marks the fingular character of the Englith
nation. A very extraordinary inftance of this nature , relating
to the late Duke of Marlborough, we fhall record among the
events of this year, although it derived its origin from the latter
end of the laft, and cannot be properly enumerated among
thofe occurrences that appertain to general hiftory. Towards
the end of November, in the preceding year, the above-men-
tioned nobleman received, by the poft, a letter directed * To
his Grace the Dulte of Marlborough , with care and fpeed, ”
and containing this addrefs :

My LoRD,

% ps ceremony is an idle thing upon moft occafiens, more
elpecially to perfons in my flate of mind, Ifhall proceed im-
mediately to acquaint you with the motive and end of addrefs
fing this epiftle to you, which is equally intereiﬂng to us both,

4
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§ V. On the twenty-third day of November both
Houfes of parliament met at Weltminfter, when

You are to know then, that my prefent ficuation in life is
fuch, that T fhould prefer annihilation to a continuance in it.
Deiperate difeafes require defperate remedies; and you are the
man I have pitched upon, either to m ke me or unmake yoor.
felf.  As Inever had the honor to live among the great, the
tenor of my propofals will not be very courtly ; but lec that be
anargument to enforce a belief of what I am now going to write,
Ithas employed my invention for fome time to find out a methad
of deftroying another without expoling my own life : that | have
accomplifhed , and defy thelaw. Now, for che application of
it. | am deflperate, and mult be provided for. You haveit
in your power ; it is my bufinels to make it your inclination to
ferve me, which you mauft determine to comply with , by
procuring me a genteel {apport for my life , or your own will
be at a period before this feffion of parliament is over. I have
motre motives than one for fingling you out upon this oczafion ;
and [ give you this fair warning , becaufe the means [ thall
make ufe of are too fatal to be eluded by the pewer of phyfic.
Ifyou think this of any confequence, you will not fail to meet
the author on Sunday next, at ten in the morning, or on Monday
(if the weather fhould be rainy on Sunday ) near the firlt tree
beyond the (tile in Hyde-Park , in the foot-walk to Kenfington,
Secrecy and compliance may preferve you from a double danger

-of this forc, as there is a certain part of the world where your

death has mare than been wifhed for upon other motives, T know
the world too well to truft this fecret in any breaft but myown. A
few days determine me your friend or enemy.

FE L T{0N

% You willapprehiend that I mean you fhould be alone,
and depend upon it , thata difcovery of any artifice in this affair
will be fatal co you. My fafety is infured by my filence, for
confeflion only “can condemn me,”

The duke, in compliance with this firange remonftrance,
appeared at the time and place appointed, on horfeback
and alone, with piftols before him, and the ftar of his
order difplayed, that he might be the more eafily known.
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his Majefty being indifpofed, the feffion wasopen-
ed by commiffion, and the Lord-keeper harangued

He had likewife taken the precaution of engaging a friend
to attend in the Park, atfuch a diftance, however, as fcarce
to be obfervable. He continued fome time on the {pot wichout
fecing any perfon he could fufpect of having wrote the letter,
and then rode away; but chancing to turn hishead when he
rezched Hyde Park corner, he perceived a man ftanding at the
bridge, and looking ac the water, within twenty yards of the tree
which was defcribed in the letter. He forthwith rode back ata
gentle pace, and pafling by the perfon expected to be addrefled,
butas no advance of this kind was made, he, in repaffiag, bowed
to the ftranger, and aked if he had not fomething to communi-
cate. The man replying, © No, | don’t know you;” the Duke
told him his name, edding, * Now you know me, [ imagine you
have {fomething to {ay to me. ” But he ftill anfwered in the ne-
gative, and the Duke rode home. Inadayortwo after this tran{.
action another letter was brought to him, couched in the
following terms:
My Lorb,

“ YOU receive this as an acknowledgment of your punc-
tuality s to the time and place of meeting on Sunday laft,
though it was owing to you it anfwered ne purpofe. The page-
antry of being armed, and the enfign of your order were ufelefs,
and too confpicuous. You needed no attendant, the place was
not calculated for mifchief, nor was any intended. If you walk in
the welt aifle of Weltminfter-Abbey, towards eleven o’clock on
Sunday next, your fagacity will point out the perfon whom you
will addrefs, by afking his company to take a turn or two with
you. You will not fail, oninquiry, to be acquainted with the
name and place of abode. According to which direction you will
pleafe to fend two or three hundred pound bank-notes the next
day by the penny-poft. Exert not your euriofity too early : it is
in your power to moke me grateful on certain terms. 1 have
friends Who are faithful, but they do not bark before they bite,

1am, &c. F.”

The duke, determined, if poffible, to unveil this myftery,

repaired to the Abbey at the time prefcribed, and, after having
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them to this effect. He told them, his Majelty
had directed the lords of the commiffion to affure his

walked up and down for five or {ix minutes, {aw the very fame
perfon to whom he had fpoke in Hyde-Park enter the Abbey,
with another man of a creditable appearance. This laft, after
they had viewed fome of the monuments, went into the choir,
and the other turning back, advanced towards the duke, who
accofting him, afked if he had any thing to fay to him, or any
commands for him ? He replied, * No, my lord, [ have not.” —
€ Sure you have, ” {aid the Duke, but he perfifted in his denial,
Then the duke leaving him, took feveral turns in the aifle, while
the ftranger walked on the other fide. But nothing further paffed
between them, and although the duke had provided feveral
perfons in difguile to apprehend the delinquent, he forbore gi-
ving the fignal, that, notwithftanding appearances, he mightrun
no rifque of injuring an innocent perfon. Not long afier this fe-
cond difappointmenthe received a third letter, to the following
effect :
My LowrbD,

€ T AM fully convinced you had a companion on Sunday :
Tinterpretitas owing to the weaknels of human nature, but
fuch proceeding is far from being ingenuous, and may produce
bad effects, whilft it is impoffible to anfwer the end propofed.
You will fee me again foon, as it were by accident, and may eafily
find where1go to ; in confequence of which, by being fentto, I
fhall wait on your grace, but expec to be quite alone, and to
converfe in whifpers : you will likewife give your honor, upon
mecting, that no part of the converfation {hall tranfpire. Thefe
and the former terms complied with enfure your fafety : my re-
venge, in cafe of non-compliance (or any fcheme to expofe me)
will be flower, but not the lefs fure 9 and firong fufpicion the
utmoft that can poflibly enfue upon it, while the chance
would be ten.fold againft you. You will poflibly be in doubt af-
ter the meeting, butit is quite neceffary the ount-fide fhould
be a mask to the in. The family of the Bloods is not extindt,
though they are not in my- {cheme. ”

The expreflion, * you will fee me again foon, as it were by
% accident,” plainly pointed at the perfon to whom he had
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parliament that he always received the higheft
fatisfaction in being able to lay before them any

fpoke in the Park, and in the Abbey ; neverthelefs, he faw him
not again, ner did he hear any thing further of the affair for
twomonths, at the expiration of which the poft brought him
following letter :

¢ Nay it pleale your Grace,

] Have reafon to belicve that the fon of one Barnard, a fur.
veyor, in Abingdon-buildings, Weftmirfter, is acquainted with
fome fecrets that nearly concern your fafety : his father is now
out of town, which will give you an opportunity of queftioning
him more privasely ; it would be ufelefs to your grace, as well
as dangerous to me, to appear more publicly in this affair,

” Your fincere friend,
ANONYMOUS. ”
« He frequently goes to Storey’s-Gate coffee-houfe. ”

Tn about a week after this intimation was received, the Duke
fenta perfon to the coffee-houfe, to inquire for Mr. Barnard,
and tell him he would be glad to fpeak to him. The meflage was
delivered, and Barnard declared he would wait upon his grace
next Thurfday, at half an hour after ten in the morning. He

was pundual to his appointment, and no fooner appeared than
the Duke recognifed him to be ths perfon to whom he had fpe-
kein the Parkand the Abbey. Having conducted him intoan
zpartment, and fhut the door, he asked, as before, if he had any
thing to communicate ; and was anfwered, as formerly, in the
negative. Then the Duke repeated every circumftance of this
ftrange tranfaction ; to which Barnard liftened with attentionand
furprife, yet without exhibiting any marks of confcious guilt or
confufion, The Duke obferving that it was matter of aftonifhe
ment to {ee letters of fuch import written with the correctnels of
a {cholar, the other replied, that a man might be very poor and
very learned atthe fame time, Whenhe faw the fourth letter, in
which his name was mentioned, with the circumftance of his
father’s abfence, hefaid. “ Itis very odd, my farther was then
" out of town, ” An expreffion the more remarkable, as the letter
was without date, and he gould not, as an innocent man, be {up-
pofed to know at what time it was written. The Duke having
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events that might promote the honor and intereft of
bis kingdoms : that, in confequence of their advice,
made him acquainted with the particulars, told him, that ifhe

was innocent he ought to ufe his endeavours to detect the writer
of the letters, efpecially of che laft, in which he was exprefsly

. named. To this admonition he returned no other anfwer but a

{mile, and then withdrew. — He was afterwards taken into cuf-
tody, and tried at the Old-Bailey, for fending a threatening let
ter, contrary to the ftatute ; but no evidence could be found to
prove the letters were of his hand-writing ; nor did any pre-
{umption appear againft him, except his being in Hyde-Park,
and in Weftminfter-Abbey, at the time and place appointed in
the two firft letrers. On the other hand, Mr. Barnard proved,
thaton the Sunday, when he faw the Duke in Hyde-Park, he
was on his way to Kenfington, on particular bulinefs, by his
father’s order, fignified to him that very morning : that he ac-
cordingly went thither, and dined with his uncle, in company
with feveral other perfons, to whom he related what had paffed
between the Duks of Marlborough and himin the Park : that
his being afterwards in Weftminfter - Abbey was the effect of
mere accident : that Mr. James Greenwood, his kinfman, who
had lain the preceding night at his father’s houfe, defired him
todrefs him(elf, that they might walk together in the Park ; and
he did not comply with his requeft till after much folicitation :
that he propofed to enter the Park without pafling through the
AAbbey, but was prevailed upon by Mr. Greenwood, who expref-
{ed a defire of feeing the newly-crected monument of General
Hargrave : thatas he had formerly communicated to his friend
the frange circumftance of the Duke’s {peaking to him in Hyde-
Park, Mr. Greenwood no fooner faw that nobleman in the Ab-
bey, than he gave notice to Mr. Barnard, who was very fhort-
fighted : and that, from his pafling them feveral times, conclu-
ding he wanted to fpeak with Mr. Barnard alone, he quitted him,
and retired into the choir, that they might commune together
without interruption. It likewife appeared from undoubted evi-
dence, that Barnard had often mentioned openly, to his friends
and acquaintance, the circumftances of what paffed between
him and the Duke inthe Park and in the Abbey : that his father
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and enabled by the affiftance which they unani.
moufly, gave, his Majefty had exerted his endeavours
to carry on the war in the moft vigorous manner, in
order to attain that defirable end, always to be wifhed,
a fafe and honorable peace *: thatit had pleafed the
Divine Providence to blefs his meafures and arms
with fuccefs in feveral parts, and to make the enemies
of the nation feel that the ftrength of Great-Britain is
not to be provoked with impunity : that the conqueft

was a man of unblemifhed reputation, and in afluent circum.
ftances : that he himfelf was never reduced to any want, or fuch
exigence as mightimpel him to any defperate methods of ob-
taining money: that his fidelity had been often tried, and his life
always irreproachable, For thefe reafons he was acquitted of the
crime laid to his charge, and the myftery remains to this day
undifcoverad. >

After all, the author of the letters does not feem to have had
any real defign to extort money, becaufe the fcheme was very
ill calculated for that purpofe, and indeed, could not poflibly
take effect, without the moft imminent rifque of detection. Per=
haps his aim was nothing more than to gratify a petnlance and
peculiarity of humor, by alarming the Dule, exciting the curis
ofity of the public, puzzling the multitude,and giving rife toa
thonfand ridiculous conjectures, If any thing more was intended,
and theDulke earneftly defired to know the extent of the fcheme,
he might, when he clofeted the perfon fufpected, have en-
couraged him to a declaration, by promifing inviolable fecrecy
on his word and honor, in which any man would have confided as
a facred obligation. On the whole, it is furprifing that the death
of the Duke, which happened in the courfe of this year, was
never attributed to the fecret practices of this incendiary cor-
refpondent who had given him to underftand, that his venge-
ance thovgh flow, would not be the lefs certain.

® In the month of Auguft, the King, in quality of Ele¢tor of
Hanover, having occafion for two hundred thoufand pounds, a
loan by fubfeription for that fum was opened at the Bank, and
filled immediately by feven or eight money-dealers of London,
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of the ftrorig fortrefs of Louifbourg, with the iflands
of Cape-Breton and St. John; the demolition of Fron-
tenac, of the higheft importance to his operations in
America, and the reduction of Senegal, could not fail
to bring great diftrefs on the French commerce and
colonies, and, in proportion to procure great advan-
tage to thofe of Great-Britain. He obferved, that
France had alfo been made fenfible, that whilflt her
forces are fent forth to invade and ravage the domini-
ons of her neighbours, her own coalts are notinaccel
fible to his Mlajefty’s fleets and armies : a truth which
fhe had experienced in thie demolition of the works at
Cherbourg, erected at a great expenfe, with a parti-
cular view to annoy England, as well as in the lofs of
a great number of (hips and veffels; butno treatment,
boweverinjurious to his Majefty, could tempt him to
make retaliation on the innocent fubjecs of that
crown. He told them, that in Germany his Majefty’s
good brother, the King of Pruffia,, and Prince Ferdi-
nand of Brunfwick, had found full cmmployment for
the enemies of France and her confederates, from
which the Englifh operations, both by fea and in
America, had derived the moft evident advantage ;
their fuccelles, owing, under God, to their able con-
dud, and the bravery of his Majefly’s troops, and
thofe of his allies, having been fignal and glerious.
‘The King, moreover, commanded them to declare,
that the common caufe of liberty and independency
was ftill making noble and glorious efforts againft the
unnatural union formed to opprefs it: that the com-
merce of his fubjects,the fource of national riches,had,
by the vigilant protéction received from his Majefty’s
fleet, flourifhed in amanner not to be paralleled dur-
ing f{uch troubles: In this ftate of things, he faid, the
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King, in his wifdom, thoughtit unneceffary to ufe
many words to perfuade them to bear up againft all
difficulties,effectually toftand by, and defend his Ma-
jelty, vigoroully to fupport the King of Pruffia, and
the reft of his Vlajelty’s allies, and to exert themfel
ves to reduce their enemies to equitable terms ofac-
commodation. He obferved to the Houfe of Com-
mons, that the uncommon extent of this war, in dif
ferent parts, occafioned it to be uncommonly expen-
five : that the King had ordered them to declare to the
Commons, that he fincerely lamented, and deeply felt
for the burdens of his people: that the feveral efti-
mates were ordered to be laid before them ;and that
he defired only fuch fupplies as fhould be requifite to
pulh the war with advantage, and be adequate to the
neceffary fervices. In the laft place, he affured them
the King took fo much fatisfaction in that good har-
mony which {ubfilted among his faithful fubjects, thas
it was more proper for him now to thank them forit,
than to repeat his exhortation to it : that this union,
neceflary atall times, was more efpecially {o in fuch
critical conjunctures; and his Majefty doubted not
but the good effe@s the nation had found from it
would be the ftrongeft motives to them to purfueit.
— The reader will, no doubt, be furprifed to firid this
harangue abound with harfhnefs of period and inele-
gancy of expreffion : he will wonder that, in particu.
larizing the fuccefles of the year in America, no mens
tion is made of the reduction of Fort Du Quefne on
theriver Ohio ;a place of greatimportance, both from
its ftrength and fituation, the erecion of which had
been one great motive to the war between the two
nations: but he will be ftill more furprifed to hear it
declared from the throne, that the operaticns, both by
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fea and in America, had derived the moft evident
advantage from the war in Germany. An affertion the
more extraordinary , as the Bricith miniftry , in their
anfwer to the Parallel , which we have already men.
tioned, had exprefsly affirmed, that “ none but fuch
as are unacquainted with the maritime force of HEng-
land canbelieve, that withouta diverfionon the con.
tinent, to employ part of the enemy’s force, [he is not
in a condition to hope for fuccefs, and maintain her
{uperiority at fea.—That they muft be very ignorant,
indeed, who imagine that the forces of England are
not able to refift thofe of France, unlefs the latter be
hindered from turning all her efforts to the fea.” Itis
very remarkable , that the Britifh miniftry (hould de-
clare that the war in Germany was favorable to the
Englifh operations by feaand in America; and almoft
in the fame breath accule the French King of having
fomented that war. Let us fuppofe that France had
no war to maintainin Evrope; and a(k in what manner
fhe, in that cafe, would have oppofed the progrefs of
the Britifh arms by fea, and in America? Her navy
was reduced to fucha condition thatit durft not quit
her barbours ; her merchant-fhips were all taken, her
mariners confined in England,and the fea was covered
with Britifh cruifers : in thele circumf{tances,what ex-
pedients cou'd fhe have contrived for fending fup.
plies,and re-enforcements to America, or for oppoling
the naval armaments of Great-Britain in any other
part of the world ?—None. Without fhips and mari-
ners , her troops, ammunition, and ftores were,in
thisrefped, asufelels asmoney to a man (hip wrecked
ona defolate ifland. But, granting that the warin
Germany
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Germany had, in fome meafure, diverted the atten-
tion of the French minifiry from the profecution of
their operations in America {and this is granting
more than ought to be allowed ( the queftion is not,
whether the hoftilities upon the continent of Europe
prevented France from fending a great number of
troops to Canada; but whether the war in Germany
was either neceffary or expedient for diftrefling the
French more effectually in other parts of the world ?
Surely every intelligent man of candor muft anfwer
in the negative. The expenfc incurred by Fngland
for {ubfidies and armtes in the Empire exceeded three
milhons {lerling annually; and this enoimous exa
penfe, without being able to prote¢t Hanover, only
ferved to keep the war alive in different parts of
Germany. Had one half of this fum been employed
in augmenting and extcndmg the naval armaments
of Great-Britain, and in re-enforcing her troops in
America and the Weft-Indies, France would have
been, atthis day, deprived of all her fugar-colonies,
as well as of her fettlements on the continent of
America; and being abfolutely cut off from thefe
fources ofwea!uh would have found it impracicable
either to graufy her fublidiaries, or to maintain
fuch formidable armies to annoy her neighbours;
Thefe are truths, which will appear to the cons
viction of the public, when the illufive fpells
of unfubftantial vidory are diffolved, and time
fhall bave difperfed the thick mifts of prejudice,
which now feem to darken and perplex the
nnderftanding of the people.

§ VI. The condué& of the adminiftration was fa
Vor. VIL M

CHAP.
X.
1758,




BOOK

I1I.
1758,

162 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

agreeable to both Houles of parliament, that in their
addrefs to the throne they expreffed their unfhaken
zeal and loyalty to his Majeflty’s perfon, congratulat-
ed him on the fuccels of his arms, and promiled to
fupport his meafures and allies wich fteadinefs and
alacrity *. It was probably in conlequence of this
allurance that a new treaty between Great-Britainand
Pruffia was concluded at Loadon on the feventh day
of December, importing. That as the burdenfome
war in which the King of Prulfia is engaged lays him
under the neceflity of making {refh efforts to defend
himfelf againft the multitude of enemies who attack
his dominions, he is obliged to take new mealures
with the King of England, for their reciprocal defence
and fafety ; and bis Britannic Majelty hath, at the
fame time, fignified his earneft deflire to {firengthen
the friendfhip fubfifting between the two courts, and,

ion to the King’s perfon, which
minifters and their adherents
ge to oppofe the mea.
n, was entirely faife,
i ire, wheninthe
1 war, maintained

That the charge of difaflect
was {o loudly trumpeted by fe
againft thofe who had honefty
{fures of a weak and corrupt admiunil
and without foundation, appeared at
midft of a cruel, opprellive, and
by the blood and trealure of Grea
in both Houfes of parliament. The addrefles of thanks to his
Majefty, which are always dictated by the immediate {ervants
of the crown, were unanimouily adopted in both Houfes, and
not only couched in terms of applaufe, but even inflated with
expreflions of rapture and admiration. They declared theni-
felves {enfible, that the operations of Great-Britain, both by
fea and in America, had reccived the moft evident and import-
ant advantages from the maintenance of the war in Germany,
and feemed eager to efpoufe any meafure that might gratify the
inclinations of the fovereign.
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in confequence thereof, to conclude a formal con-
vention, for granting to his Pruffian Majelty fpeedy
and powerful afliftance, their Majefties have nomi-
nated and authorized their minifters to concert and
fetele the following articles: — All formal treaties
between the two crowns, garticularly that figned at
Weliminfter on the 16th day of January, in the year
1756, and the convention of the tith of April, in
the year 1758, are confirmed by the prefent conven-
tion of the rith of April, in the year 1758, in their
whole tenor, as if they were herein inferted word
for word. 'The King of Great-Britaip fhall caufe to
be paid at London, to fuch perfon or perfons as {hall
be authorized by the King of Pruffia for that end,
the fom of four willions of rix-dollars, making fix
hundred and feventy thoufand pounds [Rterling, at
one payment, immediately on the exchange of the
ratifications, if the King of Pruffia fhall fo require.
His Proffian Majefty fhall employ the faid fum in
fupporting and augmenting his forces, which (hall
2& in fuch manner as fhall be of the greateft fervice
to the common caufe, and contribute moft to the
mutual defence and fafety of their faid Majefties.
The King of Great-Britain, both as King and elector,
and the King of Pruflia, reciprocally bind themfelves
not_to conclude with the powers that have taken
partin the prefent war any treaty of peace, truce, or
other fuch like convention, but by common advice
and confent, each exprefsly including therein the
other. The ratification of the prefent convention
fhall be exchanged within fix weeks, or fooner,
if pofible.’ In effedt, this treaty was no other than
INEg s
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a renewal of the fubfidy from year to year, becanfe
it was not thought proper to ftipulate in the firt
fubfidiary convention an annual fupply of fuch im-
portance until the war (hould be terminated , left the
people of England (hould be alarmed at the profpe&
of fuch fucceflive burden#, and the complaifance of
the Commons be in fome future feflion exhaufted.
On the whole, this was perhaps the moft extraordi-
nary treaty that ever was concluded; for it eontains
no fpecification of articles, except the payment of
the fubfidy: every other article was left to the inter-
pretation of his Pruffian Majelty.

§ VII. The parliament, baving performed the
ceremony of addreffes te the throne, immediately
procccded to the great work of the fupply The two
committees in the Houfe of Commons were immedi-
ately eftablifhed , and continued by adjournments to
the month of May, by the twenty-third day of
which all their refolutions were taken. They voted
fl).ty thoufand men, including fourteen thoufand
eight hundred and forty-five marines, for the fervice
of the enfuing year; and for the operations by land,
a body of troops amounting to fifty-two thoufand
five hundred and fifty-three effe@ive men, belides the
auxiliaries of Hanover, Helle, Brunfwick, Saxe.
Gotha, and Buckeburgh, to the number of fifty
thoufand, and five battalions on the Irifh eftablifh-
ment, in actual fervice in America and Africa. For
the maintenance of the fixty thoufand men employed
in the fea-fervice, they granted three millions one
hundred and twenty thoufand pounds ; for the land-
forces, one millien two hundred fifty-fix thoufand




) f

GEORGE IL 165

one hundred and thirty pounds, fifteen fhillings,
and two-pence, for the charge of the additional
five battalions, forty thoufand cight hundred and
feventy - nine pounds, thirteen fhillings and nine
pence; for the pay of the general and. ftaff-officers ,
and hofpitals of the land-forces, fifty-two thoufand
four hundred and eighty-four pounds, one fhilling,
and eight pence ; for maintaining the garrifons in the
plantations, Gibraltar, Nova-Scotia, Newfoundland,
Providence, Cape-Breton, and Senegal, the fum of
feven hundred and forty-two thoufand five hundred
and thirty-one pounds, five fhillings, and feven
pence ; for the charge of ordnance for land-fervice,
two hundred and twenty thoufand feven hundred
and eighty-nine pounds, eleven fhillings, and nine
pence ; for extraordinary fervice performed by the
fame office, and not provided for by parliament in
the courfe of the preceding year, three hundred
twenty - three thoufand nine hundred and eighty-
feven pounds, thirteen fhillings, and three pence;
for the ordinary of the navy, including half-pay to
fea-officers, two hundred and thirty-eight thoufand
four hundred and ninety-one pounds, nine fhillings
and eight pence ; towards the fupport of Greenwich-
hofpital, and for the out - penfioners of Chelfea-
college, the fum of thirty-fix thoufand pounds.
They allotted for one year’s expenfe incurred by the
foreign troops in the pay of Great-Britain, one
million two hundred thirty-eight thoufand one hun-
dred and feventy-feven pounds, nineteen (hillings ,
and ten pence, overand above fixty thoufand pounds
for enabling his Majefty to fulfil his engagements
M3
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with the Landgrave of Helfe-Caffel, purfuant tothe
[ep'aratc article of a new treaty concluded between
them in the month of January of this current year,
ftipulating that this fum fhould be paid to his ferene
highnels, in order to facilitate the means by which
he might again fix his refidence in his own domini-
ons, and by his prefence give frefh courage to his
faithful fubjedts. Eighty thoufand pounds were
granted for enabling his Majeflty to difcharge the like
fum, raifed in pnnmme ofan act paffed in the preced-
ing feffion, and charged upon the firft aids or fupplies
to be granted in this feffion of parhiament.” The fum
of two hundred thoufand pounds was voted towards
the building and repairing (hips of war for the enfuing
year. Fifteen thoufand pound: were allowed for
improving London.bridge; and forty thoufand on
account for the Foundling-holpital. For the charge
of tranfports to be employed in the courfe of the
year they affigned fix hundred ixty-feven thoufand
feven hundred and twenty-one pound: nineteen
thillings, and feven i for maintaining the
colonies of Nova-Scotia and Georgia they beftowed
twenty-five thoufand two hune hu{ and thirty-eight
pounds, thirteen thillings and five e pence. Toreplace
fums taken from the fmkmcr fund, chirty-three thou-
fand two hundred and ﬁﬂ:y two pounds, eighteen
thillings, and ten pence halfpenny; for maintaining
the Britifh forts and fettlements on the coalt of Africa,
ten thoufand pounds; and for paying off the mort-
gage on an eftate devifed for the endowment of a
profeflorfhip 10 the univerfity of Cambridge, the
fum of twelve hundred and eighty poundq. For the
expenle of the militia they voted ninety thoufand
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pounds ; for extraordinary expenfes relating to the
land-forces, incurred in the courfe of lalt year, and
unprovided for by parliament, the fum of four
hundred fr ty -ﬂx thoufand feven hundred and
cighty-five pounds, ten (Lillings, and five-pence
three ia!mm xs. For the purchale of certainlandsand
h(‘lC.JlLé!JL‘ﬂﬁb, in order to fecure the King’s docks
at Portfmouth, Chatham, and Plymouth, they
granted thirty-fix thonfand nine hundred and fixty-
fix pounds, two fhillings, and ten pence. They
voted two hundred thoufand pounds for enabling his
Majeily to give proper comp:nfatiom to the refpec-
tive provinces in North-America for the expenfes
they had incurred in levying and maintaining troops
for the fervice of the public. They granted twenty
thoufand pounds to the Eaft-India company, towards
enabling them to defray the expenfe of a military
force in their fettlements; and the fame {fum was
granted for carrying on the fortifications to fecure the
harbour of Milford. To make good feveral fums
iffued by his [Vlajefty, for indemnifying the innhol-
ders and vicuallers of Hampfhire for the expenfes
they had incurred in quartering the Heffian auxilia-
ries in England; for an addition to the falaries of
judges, and other lefs confiderable purpofes, they
allowed the fum of twenty-fix thoufand one hundred
and feventy eight pounds, fixteen fhillings, and fix-
pence. Finally, they voted one million, upon ac-
count, for enabling the King to defray any extraor-
dinary expenfe of the war, incurred, or to be incur-
red, for the fervice of the current year; and to take
all fuch meafures as might be neceflary to difappoint
M 4
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or defeat any enterprifes or defigns of his enemies,
as the exigency of affairs fhould require. The fum
of all the grants voted by the committee of {fupply
amounted to twelve millions feven hundred fixty.
one thoufand three hundred and ten pounds, nine-
teen (hillings, and five-pence.

§ VIIL The Commons were ftill employed in
deliberations on ways and means on the twenty-
fecond day of May, when IVir. Secretary Pitt com-
municated to them a meffage from the King, couched
inthefe terms: His Majefly, relying on the experi-
enced zeal and affection of his faithful Commons,
and confidering that, in this critical conjuncture,
emergencies may arife, which may be of the utmoft
amportance, and be attended with the mof: perni-
cious confequences, if proper means fhould not im-
mediately be applied to prevent or defeat them, is
defirous that this Houfe will enable him to defray
any extraordinary expenfes of the war, incurred, or
to be incurred, for the fervice of the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and fifty-nine, and to take all
fuch meafures as may be neceffary to difappoint or
defeat any enterprifes or defigns of his enemies, and
as the exigeacics of affairs may require.” This
meflage being read, a motion was made, and
agreed to nem. con. that it hould be referred to
the committee, who forthwith formed upon it
the refolution, whereby one million was granted,
to be raifed by loans or Exchequer-bills, chargeable
on the firlt aides that fhiould be given in the next
feflion. This produced a bill enabling his Majelty
to raile the fum of one million, for the ufes and
purpofes therein mentioned , comprehending a
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claufe, allowing the Bank of England to advance,
on the credit of the loan therein mentioned , any fum
not exceeding a millien, notwithftanding the act of
the fifth and fixth years in the reign of William and
IVlary , by which the Bank was eftablifhed.

§ IX, The bills relating folely to the fupply being
difcuflfed and expedited, the Houle proceeded as
ufual to enad other laws for the advantage of the
community. Petitions having been prefented by
the cities of Briftol and New-Sarum, alledging, that
fince the laws prohibiting the making of low wines
and {pirits from grain , meal, and flour had been in
force, the commonalty appeared more fober, heal-
thy, and indufirious; reprefenting theill confequen-
ces which they apprehended would attend the re.
peal of thefe laws, and therefore praying their conti-
nuance ; a committee of the whole Houfe refolved
that the prohibition to export corn fhould be con-
tinued to the twenty -fourth day of December, in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty - nine;
fubject neverthelefs to fuch provifions for fhorten-
ing the faid term of its continuance as (hould there-
fore be made by any act of that feffion, or by his
Majelty , with the advice of his privy-council , dur-
ing therecefs of parliament ; that the aé for difcon-
tinuing the duties upon corn and flour imported,, or
brought in as prize, was not proper to be further
continued ; and that the prohibition to make low
wines or {pirits from any fort of grain, meal, or flour
fhould be continued to the twenty -fourth day of
December, in the year one thoufand feven hundred
and fifty-nine. Before the bill was formed on thefe
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80 o k reflolutions, petitions arrived from Liverpood and
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Bath, to the fume purport as thofe of Briftol and
Sarumw ; hile, on the other hand, a remonfirance was
prefented by a great number of the malt-diftillers of
the city and fuburbs of London, alledging, that it hav-
ing been deemed expedient to prohibic the diftilling
of fpirits from any fort of grain to the twenty - fourth
day of December then inftant, fome of the petition-
ers had entirely ceafed to carry on the bufinefs of
diftilling , while others, merely with a view to pre-
ferve their cultomers, the compound difiillers , and
employ fome of their fervaunts, horfes, and utenfils,
had fubmitted to carry on the diftillation of fpirits
from melaffes and fugars under great di fadvantages,
in full hope that the faid refiraint would ceafe at the
expiration of the limited time , or at lealt when the
neceffity which occalfioned that refiraint fould be
removed; that it was with great concern they ob-
ferved a bill would be broucht in for protracting the
faid prohibition, at a time when the prize of all man-
ner of grain, and particularly of wheat and barley,
was confiderably reduced , and . as they humbly
conceived , at a reafonable medinm. hey expa-
tiated on the great lofs they , as well as many traders
and artificers dependents upon them , muft fultain ;
in cafe the faid bill hould be paffed into a law. They
prayed the Houfe to take thefe circumftances into
confideration , and cither permit them to carry on
the diftillation from wheat, malt, and other grain,
under fuch refirictions as fhould be judged neceffary;
or to grant them fuch other relief, in refpect of their
feveral loffes and encumberances, as to the Houfe
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b fhovld feem reafonable and expedient. This peti- cHAP.
1 tion, though ftrenuoufly urged by a powerful and X.
2 clamorous body without doors, did not meet with = 1759
great encouragement within. It was ordered to lie
upon the table , and an infirudion was givea to the
committee, empowering themto receive a claufe or
claufes to allow the tran{portation of certain quantitics
of meal, flour, bread, and bifcuit to the iflands of
Guernfey and Jerfey , for the fole ufe of the inhabit-
ants; and another to prohibit the making of low
wines and {pirits from bran. Much more attention
was paid to a petition of feveral farmers in the coun-
ty of Norfolk, reprefenting, that their farms confifts
«  ed chiefly of arable land, which produced much
" greater quantities of corn than could be confumed
he within that county ; that in the laft harvelt there was
a great and plentiful crop of all forts of grain, the gre-
ateft part of which had, by unfavorable weather,
been rendered unfit for fale at London, or other mar-
kets, for home - confumption ; that large quantities
of malt were then lying at London, arifing chiefly
from the crops of barley growing in the year one
thoufand feven hundred and fifty - feven, the fale of
which was ftagnated ; that the petitioners being in-
formed the Houfe had ordered in a bill to continue
the prohibition of corn exported, they begged leave
to obferve, that, fhould it pafsinto alaw, it would
; be extremely prejudicial to all, and ruin many far-
mers of that county, as they had offered their corn
for fale at divers ports and markets of the faid coun-
ty ; but the merchants refufed to buy it at any price,
alledging its being unfit for the London - market,

"
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the great quantity of corn with which that market
was already overftocked, and their not being al-
lowed either to exportit, or makeit into malc for
exportation : they, therefore, prayed this prohibi.
tion might be removed, or they the petitioners in
dulged with fome other kind of relief. Although
this remonftrance was duly confidered, the bill pal-
fed with the amendments, becanfe of the provifo,
by which his Majefty in council was empowered to
fhorten the date of the prohibition, with refpect to
the exportation of corn, during the recefs of parlia-
ment : but the temporary reftraint laid upon diftilla-
tion was made abfolute, without any fuch condi
tion, to the no fmall difappointment and mortifica-
tion of the diftillers, who had fpared no pains and
expenfe, by private folicitation and ftrenuous dif-
pute in the public papers , to recommend their caufe
to the favor of the community. They urged, that
malt - fpirits, when ufed in moderation, far from
being prejudicial to the health of individuals, were
in many damp and marlhy parts of the kingdom ab-
folutely neceffary for preferving the field - laborers
from agues, and other diftempers produced by the
cold and moifture of the climate ; that if they were
debarred the ufe of malt- [pirits, they would have
recourfe to French brandy , with which , as they ge.
nerally refided near the fea-coaft, the fmugglers
would provide them almoft as cheap as the malt - {pi-
vits could be afforded: thus the increafed confump-
tion of French fpirit would drain the nation of ready
money to a confiderable amount, and prejudice the
King’s revenue in the fame proportion. They
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obferved, that many diftillers had already quitted
that branch of trade, and difpofed of their materials;
that all of them wonld probably take the fame refo-
lution, fhould the bill pafs into a law, as no man
could forefee when the prohibition would ceale,
fhould itbe continued at a time when all forts of grain
abounded in fuch plenty ; that the very walte of
materials by difufe,, over and above the lying out
of the money, would be of great prejudice to the
proprietor : thus the bufinefs of diftilling, by which
{o many families were fupported , would be banilhed
from the kingdom entirely: efpecially , as the ex-
penfe of eltablifhing a large diltillery was fo great,
that no man would chufe to employ his money for
this purpofe, judging from experience, that fome
future accidental fcarcity of corn might induce the
legiflature to interpofe a rninous delay in this branch
of bufinefs. They affirmed, that, from the exceflive
ufe of malc-{pirits, no good argument could be
drawn againft this branch of traffic, no more than
againft any other couveniency of life: that the ex-
ceflive ufe of common beer or ale was prejudicial to
the health and morals of the people, yet no perfon
ever thought of putting an end to the practice of
brewing, in order to prevent the abufe of brewed
liquors. Theyurged, that in all parts of Great- Bri-
tain there are fome parcels of land that produce nothe
ing to advantage , but a coarfe kind of barley, ealled
big, which, though neither fit for brewing or for
baking, may neverthelefs be ufed in the diftillery,
and is accordingly purchafed by thofe concerned in
this branch, at fuch an encouraging price, asenables
many farmers to pay a bigher rent to their landlords
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than they could otherwife afford: thatthere are every
year fome parcels of all forts of grain fo damaged by
unfeafonable weather, or other accidents, as tobe
rendered altogether unfit for bread or brewery, and
would prove a very great misfortune to the farmer,
if chere was no diftillery, for the ufe of which he
could fell his damaged commodity. They afferted,
that malt- {pirits were ablolutely necellary for pro-
fecuting fome branches of foreign commerce, parti-
cularly the trade to the coalt of Africa, for which
traffic no affortment could be made up without a
large quantity of geneva, of which the natives are
fo fond, that they will not traffic with any mer-
chant who has not a confiderable quantity, not only
forfale, but alfo for prefents to their chiefs aad rulers:
that the merchants of Great- Britain muft either have
this commodity of their own produce, or import it
at a great national expenfe from Holland: that the
charge of thisimportation, together with the duties
payable upon it, fome part of which is not to be
drawn back on exportation, will render it impoffible
for the traders to fell it {o cheap on the coaft of Af.
rica as it might be fold by the Dutch , who are the
great rivals of Great. Britain in this branch of com-
merce. To thefe arguments, all of which were plau-
fible, and fome of them unanfwerable, it was re-
plied, that malt- fpirits might be confidered as a fatal
and bewitching poifon , which had acually de
bauched the minds and enervated the bodies of the
common people to a very deplorable degree: that,
without entering further into a comparifon between
the ufe and abufe of the two liquors, beer and
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geneva, it would be fufficient to obferve, that the cHa p.
ufe of beer and ale had produced none of thofe X.
dreadful cifects which were the confequences of 175
drinking geneva; and fince the prohibition of the
diftillery of malc- {pirits had taken place, the com-
mon people were become apparently more fober,
decent, healthy, and induftricus: a circum{lance
fufficient to induce the legillature not only to inter-
mit, but even totally to abolifh the practice of diftil-
lation , which bas ever been produdtive of fuch
intoxication , riot, diforder, and diftemper, among
the lower clafs of the people, as might be deemed
the greateft evils incident to a well regulated com-
monwealth. Their affertion with refpe& to the
coarfe kind of barley, called big, was contradicted
as a deviation from truth, inafmuch as it was ufed
in making malt, as well as in making bread : and
with relpe& to damaged corn, thofe who underftood
the nature of grain affirmed , that if it was fpoiled to
fuch a degree as to be altogether unfit for either of
thele purpofes, the diftillers would not purchale it
‘ at fuch a price as would indemnify the farmer for the
i charge of threfhing and carriage; for the diftillers
are very fenfible that their greateft profic is derived
" from their diftilling the malt made from the beft bar-
ley , fo that the increafe of the produce far exceeded
in proportion the advance of the price. It was not,
however, an ealy matter to prove that the diftilla-
tion of mait-{pirits was not neceflary to an advan
tageous profecution of the commerce on-the coalt
of Guinea, as well as among the Indians 10 fome
(et parts of North- America. Certainitits, thatin thefe
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branches of traftic the want of geneva may be fup-
plied by fpirits diftilled from fugars and melaffes, Af
terall, it mult be owned, that the good and [alutary
effects of the prohibition were vifible in every part
of the kingdom, and no evil confequences enfued,
except a diminution of the revenue in this article: a
confideration which, at all times | oughtto be facri-
ficed to the health aad morals of the people : nor will
this confideration be found of any great weight,
when werefle@ thatthe lefs the malt. fpirit is drunk,
the greater quantity of beer and ale will be confumed,
and the produce of the duties and excifle upon the
brewery be augmented accordingly.

§ X. In the mean time, all forts of grain continu-
ing to fall in price, and great plenty appearing in
every part of the kingdom, the jullices of the peace,
and of the grand juries affembled at the general quar-
ter-feflions of the peace held for the county of Nor-
folk , compofed and prefented to the Houfe of Com-
mons, in the beginning of February , a petition, re-
prelenting, that the weather proving unfavorable
in the harveft, great part of the barley railed in that
county was much damaged, and rendered unfit for
any other ufe than that of being made into malt for
exportation; that, unlefs it fhould be fpeedily manu-
factured for thac purpofe, it would be entirely
fpoiled , and perith in the hands of the growers ; a
lofs that muft be very fenfibly felt by the land-
owners: they, therefore, entreated that Jeave might
be given for the exportation of malt; and that they
might be favored with fuch further relief, as to
the Houfe fhould feem jult and reafonable, Ian

confequence
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e'onfcquence of this petition, the Houfe refolved it-
felf into a committee ; to deliberate upon the fubject;
and ds itappeared, upon examination, that the price
of grain was reduced very low, and greatabundance
diffufed throughthekingdom, they refolved, that
the continuance of that part of the act, prohibiting
the exportation of grain, ought to be abridged and
fhortened , and the exportation of thele commodities
allowed , under proper regulations with refpe to
the time of fuch exportation, and the allowance of
bodnties thereupon. A bill being founded on thefe
reflolutions , was difcuffed, and underwent feveral
amendments: at length, 1t was fent with a new
title to the Lords, who paffed it without further
alteration, and then it obtained the royal fanction:
§ XI. While thisaffair was under the deliberation
of the committee, the Commonsunanimoufly iffued
an order for leave to bring ina bill to continue ; for a
limited time, the ac of laft feflion, permitting the
importation of falted beef from Ireland into Great:
Britain, with an inltruction to receive a claufe ex=
tending this permiffion to all forts of falted pork, ot
hog-meat, as the officers of the cultom-houfe had ré-
fufed to admit hams from Ireland to an entry. The
bill likewife received another confiderable alteration,
importing, That, inftead of the duty of one thilling
and three pence, charged by the former act on every
hundred weight of [alted beef or pork imported from
Ireland ; which was found not adeqn.nte to the duty
pqyable for fuch a quantity of falt as is requifite to be
ufed in curing and falting thereof; and to prevent as
well the expenfe to the revenue, as the detriment
Vowu: VIk N
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and lofs which would accrue to the owner and im-
porter, from opening the calks in which the provifion
is generally depofited, with the pickle or brine proper
for preferving the fame, in order to afcertain the net
weight of the provifion liable to the faid duties — for
thefe reafonsit was enacted , That from and after the
twenty - fourth day oflalt December, and during the
continuance of thisact, a duty of three fhillingsand
four pence (hould be paid upon importation for every
barrel or calk of falted beef or pork containing thirty-
two gallons; and one fhilling and three pence for
every hundred weight of falted beef, called dried
beef, dried neats-tongues, ordried hog-meat, and
fo in proportion for any greater or leffer quantity.
§ XII. Repeated complaints having been made to
the government by neutral nations, efpecially the
Dutch, that their fhips had been plundered, and their
crews maltreated , by fome of the Englith privateers,
the legiflature refolved to provide adually againft
any fuch outrageous pradtices for the future : and
with this view the Commons ordered a bill to be
broughtin, for amending and explaining an aét of
the twenty - ninth year of his late [Majelty’s reign,
entitled, “ Anactforthe encouragement of feamen,
¢ and more fpeedy and effetual manning of his Ma-
 jelty’s navy.” While the committee was employed
in perufing commiffiens and papers relating to pri-
vate [hips of war, that they might be fully acquainted
with the nature of the fubject, a confiderable number
of merchants and others, inbabiting the iflands of
Guernfey and Jerfey, prefented a petition to the
Houfe, alledging, that the inhabitants of thofe
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iflands, which lie in the Britifh channel, withinfight
of the French coaft, had now, aswell as in former
wars, embarked their fortunes in equipping fmall
privateers , which ufed to run in clofe with the
French fhore, and being difguifed like fifhing - boats,
bad not only taken a confiderable number of prizes,
to the great annoyance of the enemy, but alfo ob-
tained material intelligence of their defigns, on many
important occalions; that thefe fervices could not
be performed by large veflels, which durft not ap-
proach fo near the coaflt, and indeed could not ap-
pear without giving the alarm, which was coms
municated from place to place by appointed fignals.
Being informed that a bill was depending, in order
to prohibit privateers of finall burden , they declared
that fuch a law, if extended to privateers equipped
in thofe iflands, would ruin fuch as had invefted
their fortunes in fimall piivateers; and not only de-
prive the kingdom of the before - mentioned advan-
tages, but expofe Great- Britain to infinite prejudice
from the fmall armed veffels of France. which the
enemy in that cale would pour abroad over the whole
Channel, to the great annoyance of navigation and
commerce. They prayed, therefore, that fuch pri-
vateers as belonged to the iftands of Guernfey and
Jerfey might be wholly excepted from the penalties
contained in the bill, or that they (the petitioners)
might be heard by their counfel, and be mndulged
with fuch relief as the Houfe {hould judge expedient.
This reprefentation being referred to the confidera-
tion of the committee, produced divers amendments
to the bill, which, atlength, obtained the royal
3
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affent, and contained theferegulations: That, afterthe
firlt day of January in the prelent year, no commiffion
fhould be granted to a privateer in Europe under the
burden of one hundred tons, the force of ten carriage-
guns, being three-pounders or above, with forty
men at the lealt, unlefs the lords of the Admiralty,
or perfonsauthorized by them, fhould think fit to
grant the fame to any fhip of inferior force or burden,
the owners thereof giving fuch bail or fecurity as
fhould be prefcribed: that the lords of the Admiralty
might at any time revoke, by an order in writing
under their hands, any commiffion granted to a pri-
vateer ; this revocation being fubject to an appeal to
his Majefty in council, whofe determination fhouldbe
final: that, previous to the granting any commiflion,
the perfons propofing to be bound, and give fe-
curity, fhould feverally make oath of their being re-
fpectively worth more money than the fum for which
they were then to be bound, over and above the

ayment of all their jult debts : that perfons applying
for fuch commiflions fhould make application in
writing, and therein fet forth a particular and exa&
defcription of the veflel, fpecifying the burden, and
the number and nature of the guns on board, to
what place belonging , as well as the name or names
of the principal owner or owners, and the number
of men : thefe particulars to be inferted in the com-
miflion, and every commander to produce {uch com-
miffion to the Cufltom-houfe officer who fhould
examine the vellel, and, finding her anfwer the
defeription, give a certificate thereof gratis, to be
deemed a neceffary clearance, without which the
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commander fhould not depart : thatif, after the firft
day of July , any captain ofa privateer [hould agree
for the ranfom of any neutral veffel, or the cargo, or
any part thereof , after it fiould have been taken as
prize, and in purfuance of fuch agreement fhould
acuvally difcharge fuch prize, he fhould be deemed
guilty of piracy; but that with refpect to contraband
merchandife, he might take it on board his own
fhip, with the confent of the commander of the
neutral vellel, and then fet her at liberty ; and that
no perfon (hould purloin or embezzle the faid mer-
chandife before condemnation : that no judge, or
other perfon belonging to any court of Admiralty,
fhould be concerned in any privateer : that owners
of veflels, not being under fifty, or above one
hondred tons, whofe commiffions are declared void,
fhould be indemnified for their lofs by the public:
that a court of oyer and terminer, and gaol-delivery,
for the trial of offences committed within the jurif-
diction of the Admiralty, fhould be held twice a
year in the Old Bailey at London, or in fuch other
place within England as the Board of Admiraley
fhould appoint: that the judge of any court of Ad-
miralty , after an appeal interpofed, as well as be-
fore, fhould, at the requeft of the captor or claimant,
iffue an order for appraifing the capture, when the
parties do not agree upon the value, andan inventory
to be taken ; then exaé fecurity for the full value, and
caufe the capture to be delivered to the perfon ziving
fuch fecurity : but, (hould objection be made to the
taking fuch fecurity , the judge(hould, at the requeft
of either party, order fuch merchandife to be entered,
N3

CHAEP.

1759




182 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

B 00 x landed, andfold at public aucion , and the produce

i,
1759,

be depofited at the Bank, orin fome public fecurities ;
and n cale of fecurity being given, the judge fhould
granta pafsinfavor of the capture. Finally, the force
of this act was limited to the duration of the then war
with France only. This regulation very clearly de-
monitrated, that whatever violences might have
been committed on the fhips of nemtral nations, they
were by no means countenanced by the legiflature,
or the body of the people.

§ XIL. Every circumftance relating to the refor-
mation of the marine mufl be an important objec to
a nation whofe wealth and power depend upon na-
vigation and commerce : but a confideration of equal
weight was the eftablifhment of the militia, which :
notwithftanding the repeated endeavours of the par-
hiament, was found {till incomplete, and in want of
further afliftance from the legiflature. His Majelly
having, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, re-
commended to the Houfe the making fuitable pro-
vifion for defraying the charges of the militia during
the current year, the accounts of the expenfe already
incurred by this eftablihment were referred to the
committee of fupply, who, after having duly perufed
them, refolved, that ninety thoufand pounds (hould
be granted on account, towards defraying the charges
of pay and clothing for the militia, from the laft day
of the laft year to the twenty - fifth day of March in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fixty, and
for repaying a fum advanced by the King for this
fervice. Leave was given to bring in one bill purfuant
to this refolution, and another to enforce the
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execution of the laws relating to the militia, remove
certain difficulties , and prevent the inconveniencies
by which it might be attended. So intent were the
majority on both fides upon this national meafure,
that they not only carried both bills to the throne,
where they received the royal affent; but they pre-
fented an addrefs to the King, defiring his Vlajefty
would give directions to hislicutenants of the feveral
counties, ridings, and places in England, to ufe their
ucmolt diligence and attention for carrying into exe-
cution the feveral a@s of parliament relating to the
militia. By this time all the individuals that confti-
tuted the reprefentatives of the people, except fuch
as actually ferved in the army, were become very
well difpofed towards this inftitution. Thofe who
really withed well to their country had always
exerted themfelves in its favor: and it was now
likewife efpoufed by thofe who forefaw that the
eftabliliment of a national militia would enable the
adminiftration to fend the greater number of re-
gular troops to fight the battles of Germany. Yet,
how zealous foever the legiflature might be in pro-
moting thisinftitution, and notwithftanding the fuc-
cefs with which many patriots exerted their endea-
vours through different parts of the kingdom in rai-
fing and difciplining the militia, it was found not ooly
difficult, butalmoftimpracticable to execute the in.
tention of the parliament in fome particular counties,
where the gentlemen wereindolent and enervated, or
in thofe places where they looked vpon their com-
mander with coutempt. Even Middlefex iclelf,
where the King refides, was one of the Ialt counties
N g4
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this backwardnefs, the preamble or firlk claufe in one
of the preflent acts imported, that certain counties,
nidings, and places in England had made fome pro-
grefs in eftablithing the militia, without completing
thefame, and thatm certain other counties lictle pro-
grefs had been made therein, his Majelty’s lientenants
and the deputy-lieutenants, and all others within fuch
counties or diftricts,, were therefore ftrictly required
fpeedily and diligently to put thefe acts in execution.
The truthis, fome of thefe unwarlike commanders
failed through ignorance and inadtivity ; others gave
or offered commifiions to fuch people as threw a
ridicule and contempt upon the whole eftablilhment,
and confequently hindered many gentlemen of worth,
{pirit, and capacity from engaging in the fervice. The
mutiny-bill, and that for the regulation of the marine-
forces while on (hore, paffed through the ufual forms,
asannual meafures, withoutany difpute oralteration®,

* The next bill that fell under the cognizance of the Houfe
related to a law - tranfaction , and was fuggefted by s petition
prefented in the name of the fheriffs, and grantees of poft-fines
under the crowa of England. They enumerated and explained
the difficulties under which they labored , in raifing and col-
lecting chefe fines within the refpective counties; particularly
when the eftate conveyed by fine was no more than a right of
reverfion, in which cafe they could not poflibly levy the poft-
fine , unlefs the purchafer fhonld obtain pofTeflion within the
term of the fheriffalty, or pay it of his own free will, asthey
could not diftrajn while the lands were in the poffeffion of the
donee. They, therefore, propofed a method for raifing thele
poft - fines by a proper officer, to be appointed for that purpole;
and prayed that leave might be given to bring in a bill accor-
dingly. This petition was feconded by a meflage from ths
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§ XIV. A committee having been appomted toin-
quire what laws were expired, or near expiring, and
to report their opinion to the Houfe touching the
revival or continuation of thefe laws, they agreed to
feveral refolutions; in confequence of which the fol-
lowing bills were brought in, and enacted into laws;
namcly,anact forregulating the laltage and ballaftage
of the river Thames; anad for continuing the law
relating to the punifhment of perfons going armed or
difguifed ; an aétfor continuing feveral laws near ex-
piring; an ac concerning the admeafurement of
coals; and an act for the relief of debtors, with refpedt

King, importing, that his Majefty, as far as his intereft
was concerned , gave his confent that the Houfe might ack
in this affair as they fhould think proper.

The Commons, ina committee of the whole Houle, having
taken into conlideration the merits of the petition, formed fe-
veral refolutions ; upon which a bill was founded for the more
regular and eafy coliecting, accounting for, and paying of poft-
fines, which fhould be due to the crown, or to the grantees
thereof under the crown, and for the eafe of fheriffs, in refpect
to the fame. Before it paffed into a law, however, it was op-
pofed by a petirion in favor of one William Daw , a lunatic,
clerk of the King’s filver - office, alledging, thatfhould the bill
pals, it would deprive the {aid Daw and his fucceffors of an an-
cient fee belonging to his office, on fearches made for poit- fines
by the under-fheriffs of the feveral counties ; therefore, praying
that {uch provifion might be made for the faid lunatic as to the
Houfe fhould feem juft and reafonable. This, and divers other
petitions refpecting the bill, being difcufled in the committee, it
underwent feveral amendments, and was enacted into a law;
the particulars of which cannot be properly underftood without a
previous explanation of this method of conveying eftates : a {ub-
ject obfeure in itfelf, founded upon a feeming fubterfuge of
law , {carce reconcileable with the dictates of common fenfe,
and confequently improper for the pen of a hiftorian.
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to the imprifonment of their perfons. This laft was
almoft totally metamorphofed by alterations, amend.
ments and additions, among which the moft remar-
kable were thefe : that where more creditors than one
fball charge any prifoner in execution, and defire to
have him detainedin prifon, they Mall only refpecti-
vely pay him each fuch weakly fum, not exceeding
one fhilling and fixpence per week , as the court, at
the time of his being remanded , fhall direct: that if
any prifoner, defcribed by the act, Mhall remain in
prifon three months after being committed, any cre-
ditor may compel him to give into court, upon oath,
an account of his real and perfonal.cftate, to be dif-
poled of for the benefit of his creditors, they confent-
ing to his being difcharged. Why the humanity of
this law was confined to thofe prifoners only who are
nat charged in execution with any debt exceeding
one hundred pounds cannot eafily be conceived. A
man, who, through unaveidable misfortunes, hath
funk from affluence to mifery and indigence, is gene-
rally a greater object of compaffion than he who never
knew the delicacies of life, norever enjoyed credit
fufficient to contract debts to any confiderable
amount: yet the latter is by this law entitled to his
difcharge, or at lealt to a maintenance in prifon;
while the former is left to ftarve in goal , or undergo
perpetual imprifonment, amid® all the horrors of
mifery , if he owes above one hundred pounds to a
revengeful and unrelenting creditor. Wherefore, ina
country, the people of which jultly pique themfelves
upon charity and benevolence, an unhappy fellow-
citizen, reduced to a flate of bankruptcy by
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unforefeen lofles in trade, fhould be fubjected toa
punifhment, which , of all others, mult be themolt
grievous to a free- born Briton, namely, the entire
lofs of liberty ; a punifiment which the moft flagrant
crime can hardly deferve, in a nation that difclaims
thetorture; for, doubtlefs, perpetual imprifonment
muft be a torture infinitely more fevere than death,
becaule protracted through a feries of years fpent in
mifery and defpair, without one glimmering ray of
hope , without the moft diftant profpect of deli-
verance? Wherefore the legiflature fhould extend its
humanity to thofe only who are the leaft fenfible of
the benefit, becaufe the moft able to firuggle under
misfortune ; and wherefore many valuable individuals
fhould, for no guilt of theirown, be not only ruined
to themfelves , butloft to the community ? are quef-
tions which we cannot refolve to the fatisfaction of
the reader. Of all imprifoned debtors, thofe who are
confined for large [ums may be deemed the moft wret-
ched and forlorn, becaufe they have generally fallen
from a fphere of life where they had little acquaint-
ance with neceffity, and were altogether ignorant of
the arts by which the feverities of indigence are alle.
viated. On the other hand, thofe of the lower clafs of
mankind, whole debts are fmall in proportion to the
narrownefs of their former credit, have not the fame
delicate feelings of calamity. They are inured to
hard(hip, and accuftomed to the labor of their hands,
by which, even in a prifon, they can earn a fub-
filtence. Theirreverfe of fortuneis not fo great, nor
the tranfition fo.affeling. Their fenfations are
not delicate; nor are they, like their betters in
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misfortune, cut off from hope, whichis the wretch’s
lalt comfort. It is the man of fentiment and fenfi-
bility , who, 1n this fitnation, is overwhelmed
with a complication of mifery and ineffable diftrefs.
The mortification of his pride, his ambition blafted,
his family undone, himfelf deprived of liberty, re-
duced from opulence to extreme want, from the
elegancies of life to the moft fqualid and frightful
fcenes of poverty and affliGion ; divefted of comfort,
deftitute of hope, and doomed to linger out a wret-
ched being in the midft of infult, violence, riot, and
uproar : thefe are reflections fo replete with horror,
as to render him in all refpeéts, the moft miferable
object on the face of the earth. He, alas ! though pof:
fefled of talents that might have effentially ferved,
and even adorned fociety , while thus reftrained in
prifon, and affeed in mind, can exert no faculty,
nor floop to any condelcenfion, by which the hor-
vors of his fate might be affuaged. He fcorns to exe-
cute the lowelt offices of menial fervices, particularly
in attending thofe who are the objects of contempt
or abhorrence : he is incapable of exercifing any
mechanic art, which mightafford a happy though
a fcanty independence. Shrunk within his difmal
cell, furrounded by haggard poverty, and her gaunt
attendants, hollow-eyed famine, fhivering cold,
and wan difeale, he wildly cafls his eyes around : he
{ees the tender partner of his heart weeping in filent
woe; he hears his helplefs babes clamorous for
fultenance; he feels himfelf the importunate cravings
of human nature, which he cannot fatisfy ; and
groans with all the complicated pangs of internal
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anguifh, horror, and defpair. Thefe are not the
fictions of idle fancy, but real pictures, drawn
from nature, of which almoft every prifon in
England will afford but too many originals.

§ XV. Among other new meafures, afuccefsful
attempt was made in favor of Ireland, by a bill,
permitting the free importation of cattle from that
kingdom for a limited time. This, however, was
not carried through both Houfes without confi-
derable oppofition, arifing from the particular 1n«
terefts of certain counties and diftriéts in feveral
parts of Great-Britain, from whence petitions
againft the bill were tranfmitted to the Commons.
Divers artifices were alfo ufed within doors to faddle
the bill with fuch claufes as might overcharge the
fcheme, and render it odious or alarming to the
public : but the promoters of it being aware of the
defign, conduded itin fuch a manuer as to fruftrate
all their views , and convey it fafely to the throne,
where it was enacted into alaw. The like fuccefs at-
tended another effort in behalf of our fellow - fubjects
of Ireland. The bill for the importation of Irifh
cattle was no fooner ordered to be broughtin, than
the Houfe proceeded to take into confideration the
duties then payable on the importation of tallow
from the fame kingdom, and feveral witnefles being
examined, the committee agreed to a refolution
that thefe duties fhould ceafe and determine for a
limited time. A bill being formed accordingly,
paflfed through both Houfes without oppofition ;
though in the preceding feflion a bill to the fame pur-
pofe had mifcarried among the peers: a mifcarriage
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probably owing to their being unacquainted with
the fentiments of his Majelty , as fome of the duties
upon tallow conftituted part of one of the branches
appropriated for the civil -lift revenue. This ob.
jection, however, was obviated in'the cafe of the
prefent bill, by the King’s meffage to the Houfe of
Commons, fignifying his Majelty’s confent, as far
as his intereft was concerned in the affair. By this
new act the free importation of Irith tallow was
permitted for the term of five years.

§ XVI. In the month of February the Commons
prefented an addrefs to his Majeily, requelting that
he would give directions for laying before the Houfe
an account of what had been done, fince the begin-
ning of laft year, towards fecuring the harbour of
Milford, in purfuance of any diredions from his
Majefty. Thefe accounts being perufed, and the
King having, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer ,
exhorted them to make provifion for fortifying the
faid harbour, a bill was brought in to explain, amend,
and render more effe@ual, the a@ of the laft feflion re-
lating to this fubject; and, paffing through both
Houles, received the royal affent without oppofition.
By this a& feveral engineers were added to the com-
miffioners formerly appointed ; and it was ordained
that fortifications fhould be ere@ted at Peter - churche
point. Weftlanyon - point, and Neyland- point, as
being the moft proper and beft fituated places for for-
tifying the interior parts of the harbour. It was allo
enacted that the commiflioners fhould appoint proper
fecretaries, clerks,afliftants, and other officers, for car-
rying the twoacts into execution ; and thatan account
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of the application of the money fhould be laid before
parliament, within twenty days of the opening of
every feflion. What next attracted the attention of
the Houfe was an affair of the utmoft importance to
the commerce of the kingdom, which equally affeéted
the intereft of the nation, and the characer of the
natives. In thelatter end of February complaint was
made to the Houfe, that, {ince the commencement of
the war, an infamous traffic had been fet on foot by
fome merchants of London, of importing French
cloths into feveral ports of the Levant, onaccount of
Britifh fubjeds. Five perfons were fummoned to at-
tend the Houfe, and the fact was fully proved, not
only by their ev xdencc but alfo by fome papers fub-
mitted to the Houle by the Tu rkey—companv Abill
was immediately contrived for putting a flop to this
fcandalous practice, reciting in the preamble, that
fuch traffic was not only a manifeft difcouragement
and prejudice to the woollen manufa&ures of Great«
Britain, but alfo a relief to the enemy, in confe-
quence of which they were enabled to maintain
the war againft thefe kingdoms.

§ XVIL The next object that employed the atten-
tion of the Commons was to explain and amend a law
made in the laft feffion for granting to his Majefty
feveral rates and duties upon offices and penfions.
The directions fpecified in the former aét for levying
this impofition having been found inconvenient in
many refpects, new regulations were now eftablifhed,
importing that thole deducions fhould be paid into
the hands of receivers appointed by the King for that
purpofe; that all fums deduéted under thisaé fhould
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be dccounted for to fuch receivers, and the accotinés
audited and paffed by them , and not by the anditors
of the imprefts, or of the Exchequer; that all difputes
relating to the collection of this duty fhould be tinally,
and in a fummary way, determined by the barons of
the Exchequer in England and Scotland refpectively ;
that the commiffioners of the land - tax fhould fix and
alcertain the fum total or amount of the perquifites of
every office and employment within their refpective
diftricts, diftin@ from the falary thereunto belonging,
to be deducted under the faid act, independently of
any former valuation or affeflnrent of the fame to the
land - tax ; and (hould rate or affefs all offices and em-
ployments, the perquifites whereof hould be found
to exceed the fum of one hundred pounds per an:
num, atone fhilling for every twenty thence arifing,
that the receivers fhould tranfmit to the commif:
fioners in every diftrict where any office or employ:
ment is to be affeffed , an account of fuch offices and
employments, that upon being certified of the truth
of their amount they might be rated and affeffed ac
cordingly; that in all future affefiments of the Jand:
tax the faid offices and employments fhould not be
valued at higher rates than thofe at which they were
aflefled towards the land-tax of the thirty- firlt
year of the prefent reign; that the word perquifite
fhould be underftood to mean fuch profits of offices
and employments as arile from fees eftabliled
by cuftom or authority, and payable either by
the crown or the fubjects, in confideration of
bufinefs done in the courfe of executing {uch
offices and employments; and that a commiffioner

poflelled
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iy poflefled of any office or employment might not in-
terfere in the execution of the faid act, except in
what might relate to his own employment. By the 1759
four laft claufes feveral falaries were exempted
from the payment of this duty. The objections
made without doors to this new law were the
acceflion of pecuniary influence to the crown,
by the creation of a new office and officers, where-
as this duty might have been ealily collected
and received by the commiffioners of the land-
tax already appointed, and the inconfiftency that
,  appeared between the fifth and feventh claufes:
dm  in the former of thefe , the commiffioners of the
land - tax were vefted with the power of affefling
the perquifites of every office within their refpective
diltris , independent of any former valuation or
alfefment of the fame to the land- tax; and by the
latter, they are reftricted from aflefling any office at
<y ahigher rate than that of the thirty - firft year of the
reign of George IL

§ XVIIL In the beginning of March petitions were
offered to the Houle by the merchants of Birmingham,
in Warwickfhire, and Sheffield, in Yorkfhire, fpeci-
fying that the toy-trade of thefe and'many other towns
confifted generally ofarticles in which gold and filver
might be faid tobe minufadured, thoughin a fmall
proportion, inafmuch as the fale of them depended
upon flight ornaments of gold and filver: that by a
claufe paffed in the laft felion of parliament, obliging
every perfon who fhould fell goods or wares in which
any gold or filver was manu faGured, totake outan
i annual licence of forty fhillings , they the petitioners
£ Vou. VIL O
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were laid under great difficulties and difadvantages:

that not only the firft feller,but every perfon through
whofe hands the goods or wares palfed to the confu-
mer, was required to take out the faid licence; they,
therefore, requefted that the Houfe would take thefe
hardfthips- and inequalities into confideration , and
indulge chem with reafonable relief. The committee,
to which this affair was referred, having refolved that
this impolfition was found detrimental to the toy and
cutlery - trade of the kingdom, the Houfe agreed to
the refolution, and a bill being prepared , under the
title of “ Ana&to amend the a& made in the laft fef-
« fion, for repealing the duty granted by an ac of
the fixth year of the reign of his late Majefly on
filver-plate, and for granting a duty on licences to
be taken out by all perfons dealing in gold and fil-
ver-plate,” was enacted into a law by the royal
fanction. By this new regulation, fmall quantities
ofgold and filver.plate were allowed to be fold with.
outlicence. Inftead of the duty before payable upon
licences, another was granted , to be taken out by
certain dealers in gold and filver-plate, pawnbrokers,
and refiners. This affair being difcuffed , the Houfe
took into confideration the claims of the proprietors
of lands purchafed for the better fecuring of his Ma-
jefty’sdocks, (hips,and ftores at Chatham, Portfmouth,
and Plymouth; and for better fortifying the town of
Porifmouth and citadel of Plymouth, in purfuance of
anact pafled in the laft feffion. We have already fpeci-
fied the fum granted for this purpofe, in confequence
ofa refolution of the Houfe , upon which a bill being
founded,foon paifed into a Jaw, without oppoflitions’.
The next bill which was brought into the Houfe related
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§ X1X. In the month of April, a bill was brought

in for the more effectual preventing the fraudulent
importation of cambricks; and while it was under
deliberation, feveral merchaints and wholelale dra-

pers of the city of London prefented a petition, repre=-

fenting the grievances to which they, and many
thoufands of other traders ; would be fubjected;
fhould the bill; as it then {tood, be paffed into alaw:
According to theirrequelt; they were heard by their
counfel on the merits of this remonfirance, and fome
amendments were made to the bill in theirfavor. At
Iength it received the royal affent, and becamealaw
tothe following effe@: It enaced, that no cambricks;
French lawns, or linens of this kind , ufually entered
under the denomination of cambricks; hould beim=
ported after the firft day of next Augult, butinbales,
cales; or boxes, covered with fack - cloth or canwvas,
containing each one hundred whole pieces, or two
hundred half pieces, on penalty of forfeiting the
whole: that cambricks and French lawns Mould be

to the fummons i(fued by the commillianers of the Excile, and
juftices of the peace, for the appearance of p:rfons offeriding
againtt ; or for forfeitures incurred by the laws of Excife. As
fome doubts had arifen with refpect to the method of fummon-
ing in fuch cafes, this bill, which cbrained the royal affent in
due courfe , enacted, that the fummons left at che Houfe, or
piual place of refidence, or with the wife, child, or menial fer-
vants of the perfon fo fummoned, thould be held ds legal notice,
as well as the leaving fuch notice at the houfe,work-houle, ware.
houfe, fhop, cellar ; vault, or nfual place of refidence of fuch
perfon, directed to him by his right or affumed name ; and all
dealers in coffee, tea, or chocolate were [uhjected to the pens
alty of twenty pounds us often as they fhould neglect to attend
the commiffioners of Excile, when fummoned in this manner:
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B o ok imported for exportation only, lodged in the king’s

ware-houfe , and delivered out under like fecurity
and reltrictions as prohibited Ealt - India merchan.
dife; and, on importation, pay only the half fubfidy;
that all cambricks and French lawns in the cultody of
any perfons (hould be depofited,by the firlt of Augnft,
in the king’s ware-houfes, the bonds thereupon be
delivered up, and the drawback on exportation paid;
yet the goods (hould not be delivered out again but
for exportation : that cambricks and French lawns
expoled to fale, or found in the poffeffion of private
perfons , after the faid day, fhould be forfeited, and
liable to be fearched for, and feized, in like manner
as other prohibited and uncultomed goods are ; and
the offender fhould forfeit two hundred pounds,
over and above all other penalties and forfeitures in-
fli¢ted by any former aét: thatif any doubt (hould
arife concerning the fpecies or quality of the goods,
or the place where they were manufaciured, the
proof (hould lie on the owner: finally , that the pen-
alty of five pounds, infliGted by a former act, and
payable to the informer, on any perfon that fhould
wearany cambrikc or French lawns, fhould fill re.
main in force, and be recoverable, on convi&ion,
by oath of one witnels, before one juftice of the
peace. — The laft fuccefsful bill which this feffion
produced was that relating to the augmentation of
the falaries of the judges in his Majefty’s fuperior
courts of juftice. A motion having been made for an
inltruction to the committee of fupply, to confider of
the faid augmentation, the Chancellor of the Exche-
quer acquainted the Houlfe that this augmentation
was recommended to them by his Majelty.
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Neverthelefs,, the motion was oppofed, andawarm CHAP.
debate enfued. Atlength, however, beingcarried  X.
in the affirmative, the committee agreed to certainre-  175%
folutions, on which a bill was founded. While it
remained under difcuflion, a motion was made for
aninftrudion to the committee, that they fhould have

power to receive a claufe or claults for refiraining

the jud ges, comprehended within the provifions of

the bill, from receiving any fee, gift, prefent, or
entertainment from any city, town, borough, or
corporation, or from any fheriff, jailer, or other of-

ficer, upon their feveral refpective circuits, and from

taking any gratuity from any office or officer of any

of the courts of law. Another motion was made,

for a claufe reftraining fuch judges, barous, and juf-

L tices, as were compreliended within the provifions
e of the bill, from interfering, otherwife than by giving
W - . 2

their own votes, in any ele@ion of members to ferve

i in parliament ; but both thefe propofals, being put
4 to the vote, were carried in the negative. Thefe
g two motions being over- ruled by the majority , the
bill underwent fome amendments ; and , having pal
fed through both Houfes in the ordinary courle,
was enacted into alaw by the royal fan@ion. With
refpec to the import of this act, it is no other than
the eftablifhment of the feveral ftamp -duties, ap-
plied to the augmentation ; and the appropriation of
their produce in fuch a manner, that the crown
cannot alter the application of the fums thus grant.
ed in parliament. But, on this occafion, no at-
tempt was made in favor of the independency of
the judges, which feems to have been invaded by
O3
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B OO K alateinterpretation of, or rather by a deviation from,

the act of fettlement; 1n which it is exprefsly or.
dained, that the commiffions of the judges fhould
continue in force quam diu f¢ bene gefferint ; that their
{alaries (hould be fixed , and none of them remove-
able but by an addrefs of both Houles of parliament,
It was then, without all doubt, the intention of the
legiflature that every judge (hould enjoy his office
during life, unlefs convicted by legal trial of fome
mifbehaviour, or unlefs both Houfes of parliament
fhould concur in defiring his removal: but the doc-
trine now adopted imports, that no commiffion can
continue in force longer than the life of the King
by whom it was granted ; that therefore the commuf-
fions of the judges muft be renewed by a new king
at his acceflion, who (hould have itin his power to
emplay either thofe whom he finds acting as judges
at his acceflion, or confer their offices on others,
with no ather reftraint than that the condition of
the new commiffions fhould be quam diu [ bene
gefferint. Thus the office of a judge is rendered more
precarious, and the influence of the crown receives
aconfiderable re - enforcement.

§ XX. Among the bills that mifcarried in the
courle of this feflion, we may number a fecond at-
tempt to carry into execution the fcheme which was
offered laft year for the more effecual manning the
navy, preventing defertion, and relieving and en-
couraging the feamen of Great- Britain. A bill was
accordingly brought in, couched in nearly the fame
terms which had been rejedted in the laft feffion;
and it was fupported by a confiderable numher of
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members, animated with a true fpirit of patriotifm:
but to the trading part of the nation it appeared one
of thofe plaufible projects, which, though agreeable
in fpeculation, can never be reduced into practice
without a concomitancy of greater evils than thole
they were intended to remove. While the bill re-
mained under the confideration of the Houfe, peti-
tions were prefented againft it by the merchants of
Bnftal , Scarborough, Whitby , Kingfton-upon.
Hull, and Lancalter, reprefenting, That, by fucha
law, the trade of the kingdom, which is the nurfery
and fupport of feamen at all times, and that [piric of
equipping private (hips of war, which had been of
diftinguifhed fervice to the nation, would be laid
under fuch difficulties as might caufe a great flagna-
tion in the former, and a total fuppreffion of the lat-
ter ; the bill , therefore , would be highly prejadicial
to the marine of the kingdom, and altogether inef-
fectual for the purpofes intended. A great number
of books and papers, relating totrading-(hips and
veflels as well as to feamen, and other perfons pro-
tected or prelfed into the navy, and to expenies oc-
cafioned by prefling men into the navy, were ex-
amined in 2 committee of the whole Houfe, and the
bill was improved with many amendments: nay,
after it was printed and engroffed , feveral claufes
were added by way of rider; yet ftill the experiment
feemed dangerous. Themotionforits being paffed
was violently oppofed ; warm debates enfued ; they
were adjourned, and refumed; and the arguments
againft the bill appeared at length infuch a ﬂi].u.;g
light, that, when ti*c: queltion was put, the majority
O 4
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declared for the negative. The regulations which
had been made in parliament during the twenty-fixth,
the twenty-eighth, and thirtieth years of the prefent
reign, for the prefervation of the public roads, being
attended with fome inconveniencies in certain parts
of the kingdom , petitions were brought from fome
countiesin Wales , as well as from the freeholders of
Herefordfhire, the farmers of Middlefex, and others,
enumerating the difficulties attending the ufe of
broad wheels in one cafe, and the limitation of hor-
fes uled in drawing carriages with narrow wheels in
the other. The matter of thefe remonftrances was
confidered in a committee of the whole Houfe,which
refolved that the weight to be carried by all wag-
gons and carts travelling on the turnpike - roads
fhould be limited. On this refolution a bill was
framed, for amending and reducing into one act of
parliament the three acts before mentioned for the
prefervation of the public high-ways : but fome ob-
jections being ftarted, and a petition interpofed by
the land-owners of Suffolk and Notfolk , alledging
that the bill, if paffed into a law , would render it
impoflible to bring frefh provifions from thofe coun
ties to London, as the fupply depended abfolutely
vpon the quicknels of conveyance, the further con-
fideration of it was poftponed to a longer day, and
never refumed in the fequel : fo that the attempt

‘mifcarried.

§ XXL Of all the fubje@s which , in the courfe
of this feflion, fell under the cognizance of parlia-
ment, there was none that more interefted the huma-
nity or challenged the redrefs of the legifiature than
did the cafe of the poor infoelvent debtors, who
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languifhed under all the miferies of indigence and
imprifonment. In the month of February a petition
was offered to the Commons in behalf of bankrupts,
who reprefented, That baving fcrupuloufly con-
formed to the laws made concerning bankruptcy,
by furrendering their all upon oath for the benefit of
their creditors, they had neverthelefs been refuled
their certificates, without any probability of relief;
that by this cruel refufal, many baokrupts bave been
obliged to abfcond, while others were immured in
prifon, and thefe unhappy fufferers groaned under
the particular hardfhip of being excluded from the
benefit of laws occafionally made for the relief of
infolvent debtors; that the power vefted in creditors
of refufing certificates to their bankrupts was, as the
petitioners conceived, founded upon a prefumption
that fuch power would be tenderly exercifed, and
never but in notorious cafes; but the great increafe
in the number of bankrupts within two years paft,
and the fmall proportion of thofe who had been able
to obtain their certificates, feemed to demonfirate
that the power bad been ufed for cruel and unjuft
purpofes, contrary to the intention of the legiflature:
that as the greater part of the petitioners, and their

~ fellow-fufferers, muft inevitably and fpeedily perifh,

with their diftreffed families, unlefs feafonably
rclieved by the interpofition of parliament, they
implored the compaffion of the Houfe, from which
they hoped immediate favor and relief. This petition
was accompanied with a printed cafe, explaining
the nature of the laws relating to bankrupts, and
pointing out their defects in point of policy as well as
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redrefs, to-the gloomy manfions of a goal, where he
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humanity; but little regard was feemingly paid to
either remonftrance. Other petitions, however,
being prefented by infolvent debtors imprifoned in
different goals within the kingdom, leave was given
to bring in a bill for their relief, and a committee ap-
pointed to examine the laws relating to bankruptcy.

§ XXII. Among other petitionary remonftrances
on this fubject, the members were feparately prefent-
ed with the printed cafe of Captain George Walker,
a prifoner in the goal of the King’s-Bench , who had
been declared a bankrupt, and complained, that he
had becn fubjecdted to fome flagrant acs of injuftice
and oppreflion. The cafe contained fuch extraordi-
nary allegations, and the captain’s character was {o
remarkably fair and interefting, that the committee,
which were empowered to fend for perfons, papers,
and records, refolved to inquire into the particulars
of his misfortune. A motion was made and agreed
to, that the marfhal of the prifon fhould bring the
captain before the committee, and the Speaker’s
warrant was iffued accordingly. The prifoner was
produced, and examined at feveral fittings; and
fome of the members exprefled a laudable eagerncls
to do him juftice: but his antagonifis were very
powerfal, and left no flone unturned to fruftrate
the purpofe of the inquiry, which was dropped of
courfe at the end of the feflion. Thus the unfortu-
nate Captain Walker, who bad, in the late war,
remarkably diftinguifbed himfelfat fea by his courage
and conduct, repeatedly fignalized himfelf againft the
enemies of his country, was fent back, without
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had aiready pined for feveral years, ufelefs to himfelf,

and lof to the commumty, while he might havebeen

profitably employed in retrieving his own fortune,
and exerting his talents for the general advantage of
the nation. While this affair was in agitation, the
bill for the relief of infolvent debtors was prepared,
printed, and read a fecond time; but, when the
motion was made for its being committed, a debate
arofe, and this was adjourned from time to time till
the end of the feffion. In the mean time, the com-
mittee continued to deliberate upon the laws relating
to bankruptcy ; and in the beginning of June report-
ed their reflolution to the Houfe, that, in their opi-
nion, fome amendments might be made to the laws
concerning bankruptcy; to the advantage of cre.
ditors, and relief of infolvents. Such was the notice
vouchfafed to the cries of many Britith fubjeds,
deprived of liberty, and deftitute of the common
neceffaries of life. :

§ XXIIL Itwould engage us ina long digrellive
difcullion, were we to inquire how the fpirit of the
laws in England , fo famed for lenity, has been
exafperated into fuch feverity againft infolvent deb-
tors; and why, among a people fo diltinguifhed for
generolity and compafiion, the goals (hould be more
filled with prifoners than they are in any other part
of Chritendom. Perhaps both thele deviations from
a general character are violent efforts of a wary
legiflature made in behalf of trade, which cannot
be too much cherifhed in a nation that principally
depends upon commerce. The queftion is, whether
this laudable aim may not be more effenally accom-
plifhed, without fubjecting individuals to oppreffion,
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arifing from the cruelty and revenge of one another.
As the laws are modelled at prefent, it cannot be
denied that the debtor, in fome cafes, lies in a
peculiar manner at the mercy of his creditor. By the
original and common law of England, no man could
be imprifoned for debt. The plaintiff in any civil
action could have no execution upon his judgment
againlt either the body or the lands of the defendant:
even with refpect to his goods and chattels, which
were fubje@ to execution, he was obliged to leave
him fuch articles as were neceflary for agriculture.
But, in procefs of time, this indulgence being found
prcjudicial to commerce, a law was enacted, in the
reign of Kdward the Firft, aliowing execution on the
perfon of the debtor, provided his goods and chattels
were not fufficient to pay the debt which he had
contracted. This law was Rill attended with a very
obvious inconvenience. The debtor who poffeffed an
eftate in lands was tempted to fecrete his moveable
effects, and live in concealment on the produce of his
lands, while the fhertff connived at his retirement,
To remove this evil, afecond ftatute was enacted in
the fame reign, granting immedate execution againft
the body, lands, and goods of the debtor; yet his
effects could not be fold for the benefit of his creditor
till the expiration of three months, during which he
himfelf could difpofe of them for ready money, in
order to difcharge his encumberances. fthe creditor
was not fatisfied in this manner, he continved in pol-
feflion of the debtor’s lands, and detained the debtor
himfelfin prifon, where he was obliged to fupply him
with bread and waterfor his fupport, until the debt was
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at,  difcharged. Other fevere regulations were madein CHAP.
., the fequel, particularly in the reign of Edward the X.

s i Third, which gave rife to the writ of capias ad fatis~ 5739
bu  jaciendum. This, indeed, rendered the preceding

o laws, called ftatute-merchant, and ftatute-ftaple,

i altogether unneceffary. Though the liberty of the

o fubje@, and the fecurity of the land-holder, were

thus, in fome meafure, facrificed to the advantage of
commerce, an imprifoned debtor was notleft entirely
at the mercy of an inexorable creditor. If he made
all the fatisfaction in bis power, and could fhow that
his infolvency was owing to real misfortunes, the
: court of Chancery interpofed on his petition, and
otk acually ordered him to be difcharged from prifon,
when no good reafon for detaining him could be
affigned. This interpofition, which feems naturally
to belong to a court of equity, conftituted with a
view to mitigate the rigor of the common law, ceaf-
ed. in all probability, after the reftoration of Charles
the Second, and of confequence the prifons were
filled with debtors. Then the legiflature charged
themfelves with the extenfion of a power, which
perhaps a Chancellor no longer thought himfelf fafe
in exercifing; and in the year one thoufand fix hun-
dred and feventy, paffed the firlt act for the relief of
infolvent debtors, granting a releafe to all prifoners
for debt, without diftin&ion or inquiry. By this
general indulgence, which has even in a great mea.
fure continued in all fubfequentads of the fame kind,
the lenity of the parliament may be fometimes milap-
plied, inafmuch as infolvency is often criminal,
arifing from profligacy and extravagance, which
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deferve to be feverely punifhed, Yet, even for this
fpec:ies of infolvency, perpetual imprifonment, ag-
gravated by the miferies of extreme indigence, and
the danger of perifhing through famine, may be
deemed a punifhment too fevere. How cruel then
muft it be toleave the molt innocent bankrupt expof:
ed to this punifhment, from the revenge or finifter
defign of a mercilefs creditor ; a creditor, by whofe
fraud perhaps the prifoner became a bankrupt, and
by whofe craft he is detained in goal, left; by his
difcharge from prifon, he (hould be enabled to feek
that redrefs in Chancery to which he is entitled on a
fair account! The feverity of the law was certainly
intended againfi fraudulent bankrupts only; and the
ftatute of bankruptey is, doubtlefs, favorable to
infolvents, as it difcharges from all former debts thofe
who obtain their certificates. As Britifh fubjects,
they are furely entitled to the fame indulgence which
is granted to other infolvents. They were always
included in every aét paffed for the relief of infolvent
debtors, till the fixth year of George L when they
were firlt excepted from this benefic. By a law
enacted in the reign of Queen Anne, relating to
bankruptcy, any creditor was at liberty to objectto
the confirmation of the bankrupt’s certificate; but
the Chancellor had power to judge whether the ob-
jection was frivolous or well founded : yet, by a later
act, the Chancellor 1s obliged to confirm the certifi-
eate, if it is agreeable to four-fifths in number and
value of the creditors; whereas he cannot confirm
it, {hould he be oppofed, even without any reafon
affigned, by one creditor to whom the greateft part
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of the debt is owing. It might, therefore, deferve
the confideration ot parliament, whether, in extend-
ing their clemency to the poor, it fhould not be
equally diffufed to bankrupts and other infolvents
whether proper diftin&ion ought not to be made
between the innocent bankrupt who fails through
misfortunesin trade, and him who becomes infolvent
from fraud or profligacy: and finally, whether the
inquiry and trial of all fuch cafes would not properly
fall within the province of Chancery, a tribunal infiis
tuted for the mitigation of common law ?

§ XXIV. The Houfe of Commons feems to have
been determined on another meafure, which, how-
ever, does not admit of explanation. An order was
made in the month of February, thatleave (hould be
given to bring ina bill to explain, amend, and render
effectual fo much of an a®, paffed in the thirteenth
year of George II. againft the exceffive increafe of
horfe-races, and deceitful gaming, as related to that
increafe. The bill was accordingly prefented, read,
printed, and ordered to be committed to a committee
of the whole Houfe ; but the order was delayed from
time to time till the end of the feffion. Some progrefs
was likewife made in another affair of greater confe-
quence to the community. A committee was ap-
pointed in the month of March, to take into cons
fideration the ftate of the poor in England, as well
as the laws enadted for their maintenance. The
clerks of the peace belonging to all the counties,
cities, and towns in England and Wales, were
ordered to tranfmit, for the perufal of the Houfe,
an account of the annual expenfe of pafling vagrants
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through their refpective divifions and diftri@s for
four years: and the committee began to deliberate
on this important fubject. In the latter end of May
the Houfe was madeacquainted with their refolutions,
importing, that the prefent method of relieving the
poorin the refpective parifhes, where no work-houfes
have been provided for their reception and employ-
ment, are, in general, very burdenfome to the
inhabitants, and tend to render the poor miferable to
themfelves, and ufelefs to the community : that the
prefent method of giving money out of the parochial
rates to perfons capable of labor, in order to prevent
them from claiming an entire fubfiftence for them-
felves and their families, is contrary to the fpirit and
intention of the laws for the relief of the poor, is a
dangerous power 1n the hands of parochial officers,
a mifapplication of the public money, and a great
encouragement to idlenefs and intemperance: that
the employment of the poor, under proper direction
and management, in fuch works and manufactures
as are fuited to their refpective capacities, would
be of great utility to the public: that fettling
the poor in work-houfes , to be provided in the
feveral counties andridings in England and Wales,
under the dire¢tion and management of governors
and truftees to be appointed for that purpofe,
would be the molt effectual method of relieving
fuch poor perfons, as, by age, infirmities, or dil-
eafes, are rendered incapable of fupporting them-
felves by their labor; of employing the able and in-
duftrious, reforming the idle and profligate, and
of educating poor children in religion and indultry:
that
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that the poor in fuch work houfes would be better re-
gulated and maintained , and managed with more
advantage to the public, by guardians, governors,
or truftees, to be fpecially appointed , or chofen for
that purpofe, and incorporated with fuch powers,
and under fuch reftri¢tions, as the legiflature fhould
deem proper , than by the anoual parochial officers:
that crecting work-houfes upon wafte lands, and ap-
propriating a certain quantity of fuch lands to be cul-
tivated, in order to produce provifion for the poor
in the ﬁld houfes , would not only be a means of
inftracting and employing many of the faid poor in
agncuhure » but leffen the expenfe of the public:
that controverfies and law-[uits concerning the fettle-
ments of poor perfons occafioned a very great, and,
in general, an ufelefs expenfe to the public, amount-
ing to many thoufand pounds per annum ; and that
often more money is expended in alcertaining fuch
fettlements, by eachofthe contending parifhes, than
would be fofficient to maintain the paupers: that
fhould work-boufes be eftablifhed for the general re-
ception of the poor, in the refpedtive counties and
ridings of England, the laws relating to the fettle-
ments of the poor, and the pafling of vagrants, might
be repealed : that while the prefent laws relating to
the poor fublilt, the compelling parifh - ofticers to
grant certificates to the poor would, in all probabili-
ty, prevent the hardfbips they now fuffer, in being
debarred gaining theirlivelihood, where they can do
it moft ufefully to themfelves 2 nd the public. From
thefe {enfible refolutions, the reader may conceive
fome idea of the mifconduct that attends the manage-
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ment of the poor in England , as well as of the grie-
vous burdens entailed upon the people by the prefent
laws which conltitute this branch of the legiflature,
The committee’s refolves being read at the table,
an order was made that they fhould be taken into
confideration on a certain day, when the order was
again put off, and in the interim the parliament was
prorogued. While the committee deliberated upon
this affair, leave was given to prepare a bill for pre-
ventmg tenants under a certain year Ey rent from gam-
ing fettlements in any particular parifh , by being
there rated in any land-tax aflellment, and paying for
the landlord the money fo charged. This order was
afterwards difcharged ; and another bill broughtin,
to preventany perfon from gaining a fettlement, by
being rated by virtue of an act of parliament for grant-
ing any aid to his Majefty by a land-tax, and paying
the fame. The bill wasaccordis w"-prefmrcd read,

committed , and paffed the Lower Houfe ; but among
the Lords it mifcarried. It can never be expeded that
the poor will be managed with economy and integri-
ty, while the execution of the laws relating to their
maintenance is left in the hands of low tradelmen,
who derive private advantage from fupplying them
with neceffaries, and often favor the impofition of
one another with the moft fcandalous collufion. This
is an evil which will never beremedied, until perfons
of independent fortune, and nn.\hmx[ued integrity,
acuated by a fpint of true patriotifm , fhall refcue
their fellow - citizens from the power offuch intereft-
ed mifcreants, by taking the poor into their own
management and protection. Inftead of multiplying
laws with refpect to the fettlement and management
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of the poor, which ferve only to puzzle and perplex
the parifh and peace-officers , it would become the
fagacity of the legiflature to take fome effectual pre-
cautions to prevent the increafe of paupers and va-
grants , which is become an intolerable nuifance to
the commonwealth. Towards this falutary end,
furely nothing would more contribute than a refor-
mation of the police, that would abolifh thofe in-
famous places of entertainment, which fwarm in every
corner of the metropolis, feducing people of all ranks
to extravagance, profligacy, and ruin; that would
refiriét within due bounds the number of public-hou-
fes , which are avgmented to an enormous degree,
affording fo many alylums for riot and debauchery,
and corrupting the morals of the common people to
foch a pitch of licentious indecency, as mult be a re-
proach to every civilized nation. Letit not be affirm«
ed, to the difgrace of Great-Britain, thatfuch recep-
tacles of vice and impunity fubfift under the conni-
vance of the government, according to the narrow
views and confined fpeculation of thofe (hallow po-
liticians, who imagine that the revenue is increafed
in proportion to the quantity of ftrong liquors con=
fumed in fuch infamous recefles of intemperance.
Were this in reality the cale, that adminiftration
would deferve to be branded with eternal infamy,
which could facrifice to fuch a bafe confideration the
bealth, the lives, and the morals of their fellow-
creatures : but nothing can be more fallacious, than
the fuppofition, that the revenue of any government
can be increafed by the augmented intemperance of

the people ; for intemperance is the bane of induliry,
P a3
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as well as of population ; and whatthe government
gains in the articles of the duty on malt , and the ex«
cife upon liquors, willalways be greatly over-balan.
ced by the lofs in other articles, arifing from the
diminution of hands, and the negle of labor.

§ XXV. Exclufive of the bills that were actually
prepared , though they did not pafs in the courfe of
this feffion, the Commons deliberated on other im-
portant fubje@s, which, however, were not final-
ly difcufled. In the beginning of the feffion, a com-
mittee being appointed to refume the inquiry touch.
ing the regulation of weights and meafures, alubjedt
we have mentioned in the biftory of the preceding fef-
{fion, the box which contained a Troy pound weight,
locked up by order of the Houfe, was again produ.
ced by the clerk in whofe cuftody it bad been depofis
ted. This affair being carefully invefigated , the
committee agreed to fourteen refolutions “.  In the

As the curiofity of the reader may be interefted in thefe
velulutions, we fhall here infert them for his {atisfaction, The
committee refolved, that the ell nught to contain one yard and
one quarrer , according to rhe vard mentionad in the third re.
folution of the former committee upon the fubject of weights and
meafures : that the pole, or perch, fhould contain in length
five fuch yards and a haif 5 the furlong two hundred and twenty ;
and the mile one thoufand feven hundred and fixty : that the
fuperficial perch fhould contain thirty fquare yards and a quarter:
the rood one thoufand two hundred and ten ; and the acre four
thoufand eight hundred and forty : that, according to the fourth,
fifth , ard fixth refolutions of the former committee , upon the
fuhje® of weights and meafures, agreed to by the Houfe on the
fecond day of June in the preceding year, the quart ought to
contain {eventy cubical inches and one half ; the pint thirty-five
ard one quarter 5 the peck five hundred and fixty-four; and
the bufhel two thoufand two hundred and fifty-fix. That the
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mean time 1t was ordered , that all the weights, re- cHAT.
ferred to in the report, (hould be delivered to the b ¢
1250

feveral parts of the pound, mentioned in the eighth refo’ution
of the former committes , examined and ajufted in prefence of
this committee , viz. the half pound or {ix ounces, quarter of
a pound or three ounces, two ounces, one ounce, two half
ounces , the five-penny weight, three-penny weight , twos
penny weight, and one-penny weight , the twelve grains ; fix
grains , three grains, two grains, and two of one grain each,
ought to be the models of the {everal parts of the faid pound,
and to be uled for fizing or adjufting weights for the future.
That all weights exceeding a pound fhould be of brafs, copper,
bell-metal, or cafl-iron ; and all thofe of caft-iron thould be
made inthe form , and with a handle of hammered iron, fuch

e as the pattern herewith produced, having the mark of the
ol weight calt in theiron; and all weights of a pound, or under,
- fhould be of go'd, filver, brals, copper, or bell-metal. That
o all weights of caft-iron fhould have the initial letters of the name

the of the maker upon the upper bar ofthe handle ; and all othet
n t weights fhould have the fame , together with the mark of the

weight

ght , according to this ftandard , vpon fome convenient part
thereof, That the yard , mentioned in the fecond refolution of
the former committee, upon the fubject of weights and mea-
fures , agreed to by the Houle in the laft foflion, being the
flandard of length , and the pound, mentioned in the eighth
refolution , being the ftandard of weight , ought to be depofi-
ted in the court of the receipt of the Exchequer, and there fafe-
ly kept under the feals of the chancellor of the {2id Excheguer,
and of the chiefbaron , and the feal of office of the chamber.
lain of the Exchequer , and not to be opened but by the order
and in the prefence of the chancellor ofthe Exchequer and chief
baron for the time being. That the moft effeGual means to af-
certain uniformiry in meafires of length and weight, to be ufed
thioughout the realm, would he to appoint certain perfons at
one particular office, with clerks and workmen under them ,
for the purp fe only of fizing and adjufting , for the ufe of the
fubjects , all meafures of length, and all weights , being parts,

3
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any county , city, or town corporatg , being refpectively coun-
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clerk of the Houfe, to be locked up, and brought
forth again occafionally,

multiples, or certain proportions of the {tandards to be ufed
for the futore. Thata model or pattern of the {zia ftandard yard,
mentioned in the fecond refolution «f the former commitce-,
and now in the cuftody of the clerk of the Houfe , and a model
or pattern of the ftandard pound , ment:oned in the eighth re-
{olution of that committee, together with models or patterns of
the parts of the faid pound, now prefented to the Houfe, and
alfo of the multiples of the faid pound, mentioned in this re-
port (when the fame are adjufted ) fhould be kept in the {2id
office , 1in cufliedy of the faid perfors to be appointad for fizing
weights and mezaflures, under the feal of the chief baron of the
Exchequer for the time being, to be opened only by order of
the faid chief baron, in his prefence, or the prefence of one
of the barons of the Exchequer, on the application of the faid
perfons , for the purpofe of correcting and adjufting , as occa-
fion fhould require , the patterns or models ufed at the {aid
office, for fizing meafures of length and weight , delivered out
to the fubjects. That models or patterns of the faid ftandard
yard and ftandard pound aforefaid, and alfo mode!s or patterns
of the parts and multiples aforefaid of the faid p und , fhould
be lodged in the faid office for the fizing of fuch meafures of
length or weight, as, being parts, multiples, or proportions
of the faid ftandards , fhould hereafter be required by any of
his Majefty's fubjects. That all meafures of length and weight,
fized at the faid office, fhould be marked in fome convenient
part thereof with fuch marks as fhould be thought expedient,
to fhow the identity of the meafures and weights fized at the
faid office, and to difcover any frauds that may be committed
therein. That the faid office fhould be kept within a convenient
diftance ofthe court of Exchequer at Weftminfier ; and thatall
meafures of length and weight, withina certain difance of Lon-
don, fhould be corrected and re-affized, as occalion fhould
require , atthe faid office. That, in order to enforce the uni-
formity in weights and mealures to be ufed for the future , all
perfons appointed by the ctown to act as juftices of the peace in
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§ XXVI. The Houfe of Commons, among other ar-
ticles of domelftic economy, beltowed fome attention
on the hofpital for foundlings, which wasnow, more
than ever, become a matter of national conflideration.
The accounts relating to this charity having been de-
manded , and fubjected to the infpection of the mem«
bers, were, together with the King’s recommenda.
tion, referred to the committee of fupply, where they
produced the refolutions which we have already fpe-
cified among the other grants of the year, The Houfe
afterwards refolved itfelf into a committee, to delibe-
rate on the ftate of the hofpital , and examine its acs
counts. Oun the third day of May their refolutions
were reported to the following effect : ‘That the ap-
pointing , by the governors and guardians of the faid
hofpital,, placesin the feveral counties, ridings, or di-
vifions in this kingdom, for the firft reception of ex-
pofed and deferted young children would be attended
with many evil confequences; and that the convey-
ing of children from the country to the faid hofpital is
ties within themfelves , throughout the realm, fhould be em-
powered to hear and determine, and put the law inexecution,
in refpect to weights and meafures only, withoutany of them
being obliged to fueout adedimus , or toal in any cther mat=
ter, snd the f2id commiffioners fhould be empowered to {ue,
imprifon, infli&, or mitigate fuch penalties as {hould be thought
proper 3 and have fuch other authorities as fhould be neceffary
for compelling the ufe of weights and meafures, agreeably to
the aforefaid ftandards. That models or patterns of the faid
ftandard yard and pound , and of the parts and multiples theres
of , before mentionied, fhould be diftributed in each county,
in fuch a mannes as to be readily vfed for evidence in all cafes
where meafures and weights fhould be queftioned before the faid

commiflioners , and for adjufiing the fame in a proper manner.
Py
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attended with many evil confequences; and oughtto
be prevented. A bill was ordered to be brought in,
founded upon thislaft refolution ; but never prefented,
therefare the inquiry produced no effed. Notwith.
ftanding the inftitution of this charity, for the fupport
of which great lums are vearly levied on the pubw'iét it
does not appear that the bills of mortality. refpecting
new-born children, are decreafed nor the thocking
crime of infant- murder rendered lefs frequent than
heretafore, It may, therefore. be not improperly ftyled
aheavyadditional tax for the propagation ofbaftardy,
and the enconragement of idlenefs » among the com-
mon people: befides the tendency it has to extinguifh
the feelings of the heart, and diffolve thofe familiqies
of blood by which the charities are conneced.

§ XXVIL Inthe month of VMarch leave was olven
to bring in a bill for the more efe@ual preventing of
the melting down and exporting the gold and filver-
coin of the kingdom, and the perfons were nominated
to prepare it ; but the bill never appeared, and no
further inquiry was made about the matter, Perhaps
it was fuppofed that fuch a meafure might be thought
an encroachment on the prerogative of the crown, _
which hath always exercifed the power of fixing the
ftandard and regulating the currency of the coin. Per-
haps fuch a ftep was deferred on account of the war,
during which a great quantity of gold and filver was
necelfarily exported to the continent, for the fupport
of the allies and armies in the pay of Great - Britain.
The legiflature , however , would do well to confi-
der this eternal maxim in computation, that when a
greater quantity of bullion is exported , in walte,
than can be replaced by commerce , the nation muft
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be haftening to a ftate of infolvency. (Over and
a bove thefe proceedings in this feffion of parliament,
it may not be unneceffary to mention feveral meflages
which were fent by the King to the Houfe of
Commons. That relating to the vote of credit we
have already fpecified in our account of the fup-
ply. Oau the twenty-fixth day of April the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer prefented to the Houfetwo
mefllages, figned by his Majefty , one in favor of
his fubje@s in North-America, and the other in
behalf of the EaftIndia company: the former
recommending to their confideration the zeal and
vigor with which his faithful fubjecs in North.
America had exerted themfelves, in defence of bis
juft rights and poffeflions; defiring he might be
enabled to give them a proper compenfation for
the expenfes incurred by the refpective provinces

in levying, clothing, and paying the troops raifed

in that country , according as the adive vigor and
firenuous efforts of the feveral colonies fhould
appear to merit. In the latter, he defired the Houfe
would empower him to affift the Ealt-India com.
pany in defraying the expenfe of a military force
in the Eal-Indies to be maintained by them , in lien
of a battalion of regular troops withdrawn from
theace, and returned to Ireland. Both thefe mef-
fages were referred to the committee of fupply, and
produced the refolutions upon each fubject which
we have already explained. The meffage relating to
a projected invafion by the enemies of Great-Britain
we fhall particularize in its proper place, when
we come to record the circumftances and mifcarriage
of that defign. In the mean time, it may not be
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B O OK improper to obferve, that the thanks of the Houfe

of Commons were voted and given to Admiral
Befcawen and Major- General Amherft, for the
fervices they had done their king and country in
North-America; and the fame compliment was paid
to Admiral Ofborne, for the fuccefs of his cruife in
the Mediterranean.

§XXVIIL. The fefion was clofed on the fecond
day of June with a {peech to both Houfes, from the
commiffioners 2ppointed by his Majelly for that
purpole. In this harangue the parliament was given
to vaderftand, thatthe King approved of their con-
du@, and returned them his thanks for their con-
defcenfion; that the hopes he had conceived of
their furmounting the difficulties which lay in the
way were founded on the wifdom, zeal, 2nd affe@ion
of fo good a parliament, and that his expe@ations
were fully anf{wered ; that they had confidered the
war in all its parts, and notwithftanding its long con-
tinuance, thiough the obftinacy of the enemy, had
made fuch provifion for the many different opera-
tions as ought to convince the adverfaries of Great
Britain, that it would be for their intereft, as well as
for the eafe and relief of all Europe, to embrace equi-
table and honorable terms of accommodation. They
were told that, by their affitance, the combined
army in Germany had been completed ; powerful
fquadrons, as well as numerous bodies of land-forces,
were employed in America, in order to maintain the
Britith rights and poffeflions,and annoy the enemy in
the molt fenfible manner in that country : that, as
France was making confiderable preparations in her
different ports, he had taken care to put his fleet at
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home in the beft condition, both of ftrength and
fituation, to guard again(t and repel any attempts that
might be meditated againft his kingdoms : that all
his meafures had been directed to affert the honor
of his crown ; to preferve the effential interelts of his
faithful fubjects ; to fupport the caufe of the proteftant
religion, and public liberty: he, therefore, trufted
that the uprightnefs of his intentions would draw
down the blefling of heaven upon his endeavours.
He exprefled his hope, that the precautions they had
taken to prevent and corre&t the excefles of the pri-
vateers would produce the defired effet: a confidera-
tion which the King had much at heart; for, though
fenfible of the utility of that fervice, when vader
proper regulations, he was determined to do his
utmoft to prevent any injuries or hardfhips which
might be fuftained by the fubjed@s of neutral powers,
as far as might be practicable and confiftent with his
Majelly’s jult right to hinder the trade of his enemies
from being cellufively and frandulently covered. He
not only thanked the Commons, but applauded the
firmnefs and vigor with which they had acted, as well
as their prudence in judging , that, notwithftanding
the prefent burdens, the making ample provifion for
carrying on the war was the moft probable means to
bring it to an honorable and happy conclufion. He
affured them that no attention fhould be wanting, on
his part, for the faithful application of what had been
eranted. They were informed he had nothing further
to defire, but that they would carry down the fame
good difpofitions, and propagate them in their feveral
counties, which they had fhown in their proceedings
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during the {eflion. Thefle declarations being pro.
nounced , the parliament was prorogued.

§ XXI1X. The people of England, provoked on
one hand by theintrigues, the hoftilities, and menaces
of France, and animated on the other by the pride of
triumph and fuccels, which never fails to reconcile
them to difficulties, howloever great, and expenfe,
however enormous, at this period breathed nothing
but war, and difcourfed about nothing but new plans
of conquefl. We have feen how liberally the par-
liament beftowed the nation’s money ; and the ac-
quicfcence of the fubjeds in general under the addi.
tional burdens which had been im;)ofcd,appearcd
in the remarkable eagernefs with which they
embarkedin the fubfcription planned by the legifla.
ture; in the vigorous affiftance they contributed to-
wards manning the navy, recruiting the army , and
levying addirional forces; and the warlike {pirit which
began to diffufe itfelf through all ranks of the people.
This was a [pirit which the miniftry carefully
cherifhed and cultivated, for the fupport of the war ,
which, it muft be owned. was profecuted with an
ardor and efficacy peculiar to the prefent adminiftra-
tion. Trueit is, the German war had been for fome
time adopted as an objed of importance by the
Britith councils, and a refo!ution was taken to main-
tain it witkout flinching : at the fame time, it muft be
allowed, that this confideration had not hitherto
weakened the attention of the miniftry to the opera-
tionsin America, where alone the war may be faid to
have been carried onand profecuted on Britilh prin-
ciples, fo as to diftrefs the enemy in their moft tender
part, and at the fame time acquire the moft fubftantial
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advantages to the fubjects of Britain. For thefe two
purpofes, every preparation was made that fagacity
could fuggelt, or vigor execute. . The navy was
repaired and augmented, and in order to man the
different {quadrons, the expedient of prefling, that
difgrace to a Britifh admiiftration, was pradifed
both by land and water with extraordinary rigor and
vivacity. A proclamation wasiffued, offering a con-
fiderable bounty forevery feaman and even landman
that fhould, by a certain day , enter voluatarily into
the fervice. As an additional encouragement to this
clafs of people, the King promiled his pardon to all
feamen who had deferted from the refpective thips to
which they belonged, provided they (hould return to
their duty by the third day of July ; but at the fame
time he declared, that tho'e who fhould negle& this
opportunity , at a time when their country fo much
required their fervice, would, upon being appre-
hended. incur the penalty of a court-martial, and , if
convidted, be deemed unfit objeds of the royal mercy.
All juftices of the peace. mayors, and magiftrates of
corp-orations throughout Great-Britain were com-
manded to make particular fearch for firaggling
feamen fit for the fervice, and to fend ali that (hould
be found to the neareft fea-port, that they might be
fent on board by the fea-officer there commanding.
Other methods more gentle and effetual were taken
to levy and recruit the land forces. New regiments
were raifed, on his Vlajefly’s promife, that every man
fhould be entitled to his difcharge at the end of three
years,-and the preminms forinlifting were increafed.
Over and above thele indulgences, confiderable
bounties were offered and given by cities , towns,
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cox'poratious, and even by individuals, fo univerfally
were the people poffelfed with a fpirit of chivalry
and adventure. The example was fet by the metro-
polis, where the common-council refolved that
voluntary fubfcriptions {hould be received in the
chamber of London, to be appropriated as bounty-
money to fuch perfons as fhould engage in his
Majefty’s fervice. The city fubfcribed a confiderable
fum for that purpole; and a committee of aldermen
and commoners was appointed to attend at Guildhall,
to receive and apply the fubferiptions. As a further
encouragement to volunteers, they moreover re-
folved, that every perfon fo entering (hould be
entitled to the freedom of the city, atthe expiration
of three years, or fooner, if the war fhould be brought
to a conclufion. Thefe refolutions being communi-
cated to the King, he was pleafed to fignify bisappro-
bation, and return his thanks to the city, ina letier
from the fecretary of ftate to the Lord-Mayor. Large
fums were immediately fubferibed by different com-
panies, and fome private perfons; and, in imitation of
the capital, bounties were offered by many different
communities in every quarter of the united kingdom.
At the fame time, {uch care and diligence were ufed
in difciplining the militia, that, before the clofe of the
year, the greater part of thofe trulv conftitutional
battalions rivalled the regular troops in the perfecion
of their exercife, and feemed to be in all refpedts as fit
for actual fervice.

§ XXX, Before we proceed to record the tranfac-
tions of the campaign that fucceeded thefe prepara
tions, we fhall take notice of fome domeftic events
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which, though not very important in themfelves,
may neverthelefs claim a place in the Hiltory of
England. In the beginning of the year, the court
of London was overwhelmed with affliction at the
death of the Princels Dowager of Orange and Naflau,
gouvernante of the United Provinces in the minos
rity of her fon, the prefent Stadtholder. She was the
eldeft daughter of his Britannic Majelty, poffefled
of many perfonal accomplifbments and exemplary
virtues, pious, moderate, fen{ible, and circum(pect.
She had exerciled her authority with equal {agacity
and refolution, refpected even by thofe who were
no friends to the houfe of Orange, and died with

great fortitude and refignation ’. In her will fhe

appointed the King her father, and the Princefs
Dowager of Orange, her mother-in-law , honorary
tutors, and Prince Louis of Brunfwick ading tutor
to her children. In the morning after herdeccale, the
States-General and the States of Holland were extra-
ordinarily affembled , and having received notice of

7 TFeeling her end anproaching, fhe delivered a key to one
of her atrendants, directing him to fetch two papers, which fhe
figned with her own hand. One was a contract of marriage
between her daughter and the Prince of Naffau-Weilburgh ; the
other was a letter to the States-General , befeeching them to
confent to this marriage, and preferve inviolate the regulations
fhe had made, tovching the education and tutelage of the
young Stadtholder. Thefz two papers being figned and fealed ,
{he fent for her chiidren, exhorted them to make proper im.
provements on the education they had received, and to live in
harmony with each other. Then fhe implored heaven to
fhower its bleffings on them both, and embraced them with the
moft afecting macks of maternal tendernefs. She afterwards
continued to converfe calmly and deliberately with her friends,
and in a few hours expired.
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this event, proceeded to confirm the regulations
which had been made for the minority of the Stadt-
holder. Prince Louis of Brunfwick was invited to
aflift in the affembly of Holland , where he took the
oaths, as reprefenting the captain- general of the
union. Then he communicated to the alfembly the
att by which the Princefs had appointed him guar-
dian of herchildren. He was afterwards invited to
the allembly of the States-General, who agreed to the
refolution of Holland with relpect to his guardianthip;
and in the evening, the different colleges of the
government fent formal deputations to the young
Stadtholder, and the Princefs Caroline, his fifter, in
whofe names and prefence they were received, and
anfwered by their guardian and reprefentative. A
formal intimation of the death of the Princefs was
communicated to the King her father, ina pathetic
letter, by the States-General, who condoled with
him on the irreparable lofs which he as well as they
had fuftained by this melancholy event, and affured
him they would employ all their care and attention
in fecuring and defending the rights and interells
of the young Stadtholder, and the Princefs his fifter,
whom they confidered as the children of the republic.
Theroyal family of England fuffered another difafter
in the courfe of this year, by the deceafe of the
Princefs-Elifabeth-Caroline, fecond daughter of his
late Royal Highnefs Frederick Prince of Wales,a
lady of the moft amiable character, who died at
Kew in the month of September, before {he had
attained the eighteenth year of her age.

§ XXXI. Certain privateers continuing their

excefles
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excelles at fea, and rifling neutral fhips without
diftinétion or authority, the government refolved
to vindicate the honor of the nation, by making
examples of thofe pirates, who, as faltas they could
be detected and fecured, were brougbt to trial , and
upon conviction Lmuhccd to juftice. While thefe
fleps were taken to refcue the nation from the re-
proach of violence and rapacity , which her neigh-
bours had urged with fuch eagernefs, equal fpirit
was exerted in convincing neutral powers that they
fhould not , with impunity , contravene the law of
nations , in favoring the enemies of Great-Britain.
A great number of caufes were tried rd;ating to dif-
puted captures, and many Dutch veflels, with their
cargoes, were condemned aftera fair hearing, not-
withftanding the loud clamors of that people , and
the repeated remonfirances of the States-Geuneral.

§ XXXIL The reputation of the Engl ith wasnot
fo much affected Dy the irregularities of her priva-
teers, armed for rdl,mr* ; asb;r the neglect of internal
police, and an ingredient of {avage ferocity mingled
in the national cla‘.n._“;, an ingredient that appear-
ed coofpicuous in thé particulars of feveral (hocking
murders brought to light about this period. —Onc
Halfey, who commanded a mexu.ant-fth in the
voyage from Jemaica to England, having conceived
fome perfonal diflike to a poor failer, infulted him
with fuch abufe, expofed him to fuch h'zrdﬂ}ips,
and punifhed him with fuch wantonnels of barbarity,
that the poor wretch leaped overboard in defpair.
His inhuman tyrant envying him that death ,
which would have refcued a miferable obje&

Vor. VIL (§3
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niece , ran outinto the [treet with her own arms cut
acrofs, and gave the alarm , declaring her aunt had
been affaflinated by four men, who forced their way
into the houfe , and that [L.e ( the niece) had received
thole wounds, in attempting to defend her relation.
According to the circumflances that appeared, this
unnatural wretch had cut the throat of her aunt and
benefactrefs with a cafe-knife, then dragged the body
from the wath-houfe to the parlour; that the had ftolen
a watchand fome filver-fpoons , and concealed them,
together with the knife zn\[ her own apron , v«!nch
was foaked with the blood of her parent. After
having acted this horrid tragedy , the bare recital of
which the humase reader will not pernfe without

horror, fhe put on another apron, and wounded her

her own flefh, the better to conceal her guilt. Not-
withftanding thefe precautions fhe was fulpected,

1

and committed to prifon. Being brought to trial,
fhe was convicted and condemned upon circumftan-
tial evidence, and finally executed on Kennington-
Common, though fhe denied the fa& to the laft
moment of her life. At the place of execution fhe
behaved with great compofure, and, after having
{pent fome minutes in devotions, protefted fhe was
innocent of the crime laid to her charge. What
feemed to corroborate this proteftation , was the con-
dition and charalter of the young woman, who had
been educated in a fphere above the vulgar , and
maintained a reputation without reproach in the
country, where (he was actually betrothed toaclergy-
man. On the other hand, the circumftances that
appeared againft her almolt amounted toa certainty ,

Q 2
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though nothing weaker than proof pofitive ought te

determine a jury in capital cales to give a verdic

againft the perfon accufed. Afterall, thisis oneof

thofe problematic events which elude the force of

all evidence , and ferve to confound the pride of

human reafon. — A mifcreant, whofe name was

Haines, baving efpoufed the daughter ofa farmer in

the neighbourheod of Gloucefter, who pofiefled a
fmall eftate,which he intended to divide among feven
children, was foabandoned as to form the defign of
poifoning the whole family, that by virtue of his
wife he might enjoy the whole inheritance. For the
execution of thisinfernal fcheme , he employed his
own father to purchafe a quantity of arfenic; part
of which he adminiftered to three of the children,
who were immediately feized with the dreadful
fymptoms produced by this mineral,”and the eldeft
expired. He afterwards mixed it with three apple-
cakes , which he bought for the purpofe , and pre-
fented to the other three children, who underwent
the fame violence of operation which had proved
fatal to the eideft brother. The inftantaneous effedts
of the potfon created a fulpicion of Haines who being
examined , the whole {cene of villany ftood difclofed.
Neverthelels, the villain found means to efcape.—
The uncommon {pirit of afaflination which raged at
this period feemed to communicate itfelf even to
foreigners, who breathed Englifh air. Five French
prifoners , confined on board the King’s fhip the
Royal Oak, were convicted of having murdered one
Jean de Manaux, their countryman and fellow-pri-
foner, in revenge for his having difcovered that
they had forged pafles to facilitate their efcape.
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Exafperated at this detection, they feized this unfor-
tunate informer in the place of their confinement,
gagged his mouth , firipped him naked, tied him
with a firong cord to a ring-bolt, and fcourged his
body with the moft brutal ;‘erl‘cverance. By dint of
ftruggling the poor wre tch difengaged himfelf from
the cord with which he had been tied: then they finifh-
ed the tragedy,by leaping and famping on his brealt,
till the cheft was broke, and he expircd. They after-
wards fevered the body into fmall pieces, and
thefe they conveyed at different timesinto the fea,
through the funnel of a convenience to which they
had accefs ; but one of the other prifoners gave in-
formation of the murder, in confequence of which
they were fecured , brought to trial , condemned,
and punifhed with death.—Nor were the inftances of
cruel affafination which prevailed at this jun&ure
confined to Great- Britain. At the latter end of the
foregoing year, an atrocious mallacre was perpe-
trated by two Genoefe mariners upon the mafter and
crew of an Englilh veffel, among whom they were
enrolled. Thefe monfters ofcruclty were in different
watches , a circumftance that favored the exe-
cution of the horrid plan they had concerted. When
one of them retired to relt with his fellows of the
watch, confifting ofthe mate and two feamen, he
waited till they were faft afleep , and then butchered
them all with a koife. Having fo far fucceeded
without difcovery , he returned tothe deck, and
communicated the exploit to hisaffociate ; then they
fuddenly attacked the mafter of the veffel, and cleft
his head with ahatchet, which they likewife ufed in

Q3
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murdering the man that ffood at the helm; a third
was likewile difpatched, and no ifngiiﬂ‘unn remain-
ed alive but the mafter’s fon, aboy, who lamented
his father’s death with inceffant tears and cries for
three days, at the expiration of which he was like-
wile facrificed , becaunfe the affalling were difturbed
by his clamor.
within fixty leagues of the rock of Lifbon ; but the
vellel was taken between the capes Ortegal and Fi-
nifterre, by the captainof a French privateer called
La Favorite, who fecing the deck ftained with blood,
and findingallthe )apcumthcﬂnpm{ho’, ed,begante
fufped that the mafler and crew bad been murdered.
He accordingly taxed them w ith the murder , and
they confefled the particulars. The prwatcel touchcd
at Vigo, where the captain ix nparted this detail to the
Enalifh conful; but the prize, with the two villains
on board, was fent to Bayonne in France, where
they were brought to condign punifhment.

§ XXXIII. We fhall clofe this regifter of blood

with the account n% a murder remarkable in all its cir-

-

cumances., for which a perfon, called Eugene Aram,
irfe of this year. This man,
ofeffion of a fchoolmalter at

fuffered at York, iw th
who exercifed the
Knarefborough, hadas {.a" b.::-?\ as the year one thou-
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began his retreat with his two perfidious affociates ,
who fuddenly fell upon him,deprived him of life,and,

having buried the body in a cave, took pofitffion of
the plunder. Though Clarke difappeared at once in
fuch a myfterious manner, po fulpicion fell upon the
affaffins: and Aram , who was the chief contriver
and agent in the murder, moved his habitation to
another part of the country. In the fummer of the
prefent year, Honfeman being employed, among
other laborers, in repairing the public highway,
they, digging for gravel by the road.fide, difcovered
the [keleton of a human creature, which the majority
fuppofed to be the bones of Daniel Clarke. This
opinion was-no fooner broached , than Houfeman,
as it were by fome fupernatural impulfe which he
could not refit, declared thatit was not the {keleton
of Clarke, inafmuch as his body had been interred
in a place called St. Robert’s Cave, where they weuld
find it, with the head turned to a certaia corner.
He was immediately apprebended , examined , ad-
mitted as evidence forthe crown, and difcovered the
particulars of the murder. The {keleton of Clarke
being found exadlly in the place and manner he had
defcribed, Eugene Aram, who now aded as ufher
to a grammar-fchool in the county of Norfolk , was
fecured, and brotght to trial at the York . affizes.
There, his own wife corrcborating the teftimony
of Houfeman, he was found guilty , and received
fentence of death, notwithftanding 2 very artful and
learned defence, in which he proved , from argu-
ment and example , the danger of conviding a

L

man upon circumftantial evidence. Finding allhis
Qs
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remonfirances ineffe@ual, he recommended himfelf
in pathetic terms to the King’s mercy; and if ever
murder was entitled toindulgence, perhapsit might
have been extended , not improperly, tothisman,
whofe genius, in itlelf prodigious, might have
exerted itfelfin works of general utifity. He had,
m fpite of all the difadvantages attending low birth
and {traitened circumftances , by the dint of his own
capacity and inclination, made confiderable proorefs
in mathematics and philofophy, acquired all the
languages ancientand modern, and executed partof
a Celtic dictionary , which, had he lived to finifh
it, might have thrown fome effential light upon the
origin and obfcurities of the FuropeanHiftory. Con-
vinced, at laft, that he had nothing to hope from
the clemency of the government, he wrotea (hort
poem in defence of fuicide; and, on the day fixed
for his execution, opened the veins of hisleft arm with
arazor, which he had concealed for that purpofe.
Though he was much weakened by the effufion of
blood , before this attempt wasdifcovered ; vet, as
the inftrument had miffed the artery , he did not
expire until he was carried to the gibbet, and under-
went the fentence of thelaw. His body was con-
veyed to Knarefborough-foreft, and hiingin chains,
near the place where the murder was perpetrated.
Thefe are fome of the molt remarkable that ap-
peared among many other inlances of homicide:
acrime that prevails to a degree alike deplorable and
furprifing, even in a nation renowned for compalfion
and placability.  But this will generally be the
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.| cafe among people whofe paffions, naturally im- CHAP.
| petuous, are ill ained, by laws, and the regu-  x.
lations of civil fociety, which the licentiousdo not . 775%
fear, and the wicked hope to evade.

§ XXXIV. The Prince of Wales having, in the
beginning of June, entered the two-and-twentieth
year of his age, the annjverfary of his birth was ce-
lebrated with great rejoicings at court, and the King
received complimentsof congratulation on the ma-
jority of a prince, who feemed born to fulfil the
hopes, and complete the happinefs of Great-Britain.
The city of London prefented- an addrefs to the
& King on this occalion, replete with expreflions of
lovaltv and affection, :Lf"urmgy his VIajefly , that no i
hoftile threats could intimidate a people animated '

on

v by the love of liberty, who, C-Jnud.ng in the Di-
i vine Providence, and in his VMajefty’s experienced
“ wildom and vigorous councils, were refolved to exert

their ntmoft efforts towards enabling their fovereign
to repel the mfults and defeat the attempts made by
the ancient enemies of his crown and kingdom. Con-
gratulations of the fame kind were offered by other
cmu; towns, cor;,o’at ons, and communi tle: who
vied with each other in profeflions of attachment ;
and,indeed,there was not the lealt trace of difaffeétion
perceivable at this juncturein any part of the ifland.

§ XXXV. So little were the citizens of London
difireffed by the expenfe, or incommoded by the
operations of the war, that they found leifure to
plan, and funds to execute magnificent works of art,
for the ornament of the metropolis, and the con-
venience of commerce. They had obtained anact of
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parliament, empowering them to builda new bridge
over the Endmee from Black-friars to the op-
prrut fhore, about :mc]ww; between thofe of Lon-
don and Wefltminfter. Commiffioners were appoin.
ted to put this adt in execution; and, at a court
of common-council, it was refolved that a fum not
exceeding one hundred and forty - four thoufand
pounds (bould be forthwith raifed, within the fpace
of eight years, by inflalments, not exceeding thirty-
thoufand pounds in one year, to be paid into the
chamber of London; that the perfons advancing the
money fhould have an interelt at the rate of four
pounds per cw'. per annum, to be paid half yearly
bv the Chamber Iu-:in yet redeemable at the expira-
tion of the firftten years; and that the Chamberlain
ﬂmuiu affix the city’s feal to fuch inftruments asthe
committee might think fit to give for fecuring the
}33}"11:;1‘.' of the faid annuities. Such were the firfk
effectual fleps taken towards the execution of a lau-

dable TT-P"HHC, which met with the moft obftin-
ate opj JJnxflUd in the fequel, from the narrow

vie people, as well as from the
pre; )

§ XVI. The fpirit that now animated the ci-
tizens of London was fuch as fmall difficulties did

not retard, and even confiderable loffes could not
difcourage. In the month of November the city
! erous conflagration, kindled
n the Iweig!:br‘.urhond of
, which burned with great
ng the afliltance of the fire-men
and engines employed under the perfonal dire&ion of
the magiliracy, conlumed a good number of houles,

the ya
fury, notwithflan

l';
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and damaged many more. That whole quarter of
the town was filled with confternation: fome indi-
viduals were beggared ; one or two perifbed inthe
flames, and fome were buried in the ruins of the
houfes that funk under the difafter.

§ XXXVIL The ferment of mind fo peculiar to
the natives of Great-Britain , excited by a ftrange
mixture of genius and caprice, pallion and philo-
fophy, ftudy and conje&ure, produced at this pe-
riod fome flowers of improvement, in different arts
and fciences, that feemed to promife fruit of pub-
lic utility. Several perfons invented methods for dif-
covering the longitude at fea, that great defideraiunt
1n navigation, for the afcertainment of which fo
many nations have offered a public recompence, and
in the inveftigation of which fo many mathematical
heads have been difordered. Some of thofe who now
appeared candidates for the prize deferved encour-
agement for the ingenuity of their feveral {yftems;

o
but he who feemed to enjoy the pre-eminence in the
opinion and favor of the public, was Mr. Irwin,a
native of Ireland, who contrived a chair fo artfully
poifed, that a perfon fitting ia it on board a fhip,
even in a rough fea, can, through a telefcope, ob-
ferve the immerfion and emerfion of Jupiter’s fatel-
lites, without being interrupted or incommoded by
the motion of the vellel. This gentleman was favor-
ed with the affiltance and prote@ion of Commodore
Lord Howe, 1n whofe prefence the experiment was
tried in feveral [hips at fea with fuch fuccefs, that
he granted a certificate, fignifying his approbation;
and in confequence of this, Mr. Irwin is faid to
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have obtained a confiderable reward from the board
of Admiralty.

§ XXXVIIL The people of England, happy in
their fitua ion, felt none of the ftorms of war and
defolation whrch ravaged the neighbouring coun-
tries; but, enriched by a furprifing augmentation
of commerce, enjoyed all the fecurity of peace, and
all the pleafures of tafte and affluence. The uni-
verfity of Oxford having conferred the office of their
chancelior, vacant by the death of the Earl of Arran,
upon another nobleman of equal honor and integrity,
namely, the Earl of Weftmorland, he made a pub-
lic entrance into that celebrated feat of learning with
great magnificence, and was inftalled amid{t the En-
cxnia, which were celebrated with fuch claffical
elegance of pomp, as might haverivalled the chief
Roman feftival of the Auguftan age. The chancellor
cle& was attended by a fplendid train of the nobi-
lity and perfons of diftin¢tion. Thecity of Oxford was
filled with a valt concourfe of ftrangers. The pro-
ceffions were contrived with tafte, and conduéed
with decorum, The inftallation was performed with
the molt flriking folemnity. The congratulatory
verfes, and public fpeeches, breathed the fpirit of old
Romc; and the ceremony was clofed by Dr. King,
that venerable fage of St. T\Tary Hall, who pronoun-
ced an oration in praife of the new chancellor withall
theflow of Tully. animated by the fireof Demofthenes.

§ XXXIX. We mhall conclude the remarkable in-
cidents of this year®, that are detached from the
profecution of the war, with the detail of an event

* In the fpring of this yeax the liberal arts fuftained a lament-
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equally furprifing and deplorable : — A floop called
the Dolphin, bound from the Canaries to New-York,
met with fuch unfavorable weather, that fhe was de-
tained one hundred and fixty-five daysin the paffage,
and the provifion of the fhip was altogether expen-
ded before the firft fifty days were elapfed, The
wretched crew had devoured their dog, cat, and all
their fhoes on board: atlength, being reduced to the
utmolt extremity, they agreed to caft lots for their
lives, that the body of him upon whom the lot (hould
fail might {erve for fome time to fupport the furvivors.
The wretched victim was one Antonio Galatia , a
Spanifh gentleman and paffenger. Him they Thot
with amufquet ; and having cut off his head, threw

able lofk in the death of Gearge Frederick Handel, the moft
ce'ehrated mafter in mafic which rhis age had prodnced. He
was hy birth a German; but had ftudied in Italy, and afterwards
fettled in England, where he met with the molt favorable recep-
tion, and refided above halfa century, univerfally admired for
his ftupendous genins in the {u:b ime parts cfmufical compofition.

One would he apt to imagine that there was lomething in the
conftitutidh of the air at this period, which was particularly
unfavorable to old age, inafmuck a+, in the compals of a few
months, the following perfons, remarkable for their longevity,
died in the kingdom of Scetland : William Barnee, who had
been above (eventy years a fervant in the family of Brodie, died
there, at the age of one hundred and nire. Catharine Mackenzie
died in Rofs thire, at the 2ge of one hundred and eightsen, Ja.
net Blair, deceafed at Monemusk, in the fhire of Aberdeen, tur-
ned of one hundred and twelve. Alexaner Stephens, in BamfE.
fhire, atthe age of one hundred and eight. Janet Hurper, at
Bains-ho'e, at the age of one hundred and {even. Daniel Cam-
eron, in Rannach, married when he was turned of one hundred,
and furvived his marriage thirty years.
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it overboard ; but the entrails, and the reft of the car-
cafe, they greedily devoured. This horrid banquet
having, as it were, flefhed the famifhed crew, they
began to talk of another facrifice, from which, how-
ever, they were diverted by the influence and remon-
ftrances of their captain, who prevailed upon them
to be f{atisfied, with a miferable allowance to each
per diem, cut from a pair of leather-breeches found
in the cabbin. Upon this calamitous pittance, re-en-
forced with the grafs which grew plentifully upon
the deck, thefe poor objects made fhift to fubfift for
twenty days, at the expiration of which they were
relieved, and taken on board one Captain Bradfhaw,
who chanced to fall in with them at fea. By this
time the whole crew, confifting of feven men, were fo
fqualid and emaciated, as to exhibit an appearance
at once piteous and terrible; and fo reduced in
point of ftrength, that it was found neceffary to ufe
ropes and tackle for hoifting them from one (hip to
the other. The circumftance of the lot falling upon
the Spaniard, who was the only foreigner on
board, encourages a fufpicion that foul play was of-
fered to this unfortunate firanger; but the moft
remarkable part of this whole incident is, that the
mafter and crew could not contrive fome fort of
tackle to catch fith, with which the fea every where
abounds, and which, no-doubt, might be caught
with the help of a little ingenuity. If implements
of this kind were provided in every f{hip, they
would probably prevent all thofe tragical events at
fea that are occafioned by famine.

§ XL. Previous to the more capital operations in




GEORIGELLYE 239

war, we [hall particularize the moQ remarkable cap-
tures that were made upon the enemy by fingle fhips
of war, during the courfe of this fummer and autumn.
Inthe month of February, a French privateerbelon.
ging to Granville,called the Marquis de Marigny,ha-
ving on board near two hundred men, and mounted
with twenty cannon, was taken'by Captain Parker,
commander of his Vlajefty’s (hip the IMontague; who
likewife made prize of a fmaller armed veflel, from
Dunkirk, of eight cannon and fixty men. About
the fame period , Captain Graves, of the Unicorn,
brought in the [Moras privateer, of St. Maloes,
carrying two hundred men, and two-and-twent
cannon. Two large merchant-fhips, loaded on the
French King’s account for Martinique , with provi.
fion, clothing, and arms, for the troops on that
ifland, were taken by Captain Lendrick, commander
of the Brilliant; and an Englifh tran{port from St
John’s , having four hundred French prifoners on
board, perifhed near the Weftern Iflands. Within
the circle of the fame month, a large French fhip
from St. Domingo, richly laden , fell in with the
Favorite thip of war, and was carried into Gibraltar.
§ XLL In the month of February, Captain Hood,
of his Majefly’s frigate the Veftal, belonging to a
fmall fquadron commanded by Admiral Holmes,
who had failed for the Weft-Indies in January, being
advanced a confiderable way a-head of the fleet,
defcried and gave chafe to a fail, which proved ta
be a French frigate called the Beliona, of two
bundred and twenty men, and two - and - thirty
great guns,commanded by the Countde Beauhonoire.

CHAPFR.
X.
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Captain Hood, having made a fignal to the Ad.
miral, continued the n':!": until he advanced with-
in half mufquet-fhot of Lj:"‘""""”"j’ and then poured
in a broad-fide, which was immediat
The engagement thus
great vigor on bot ﬁde\. for the { ’cc of four
hours; at the expiration of whicl Bellona l‘]l'l('i\,
after having loft all ber mali
with about for rty men kil lled in the
was the victor in a much better condition.
men were killed and wounded on board the Veftal.
Immerhatc!y after the enemy mb.nhtcﬁ, a1l her rig-
ging being deftroyed by the fhot, the top malts fell
ovcromld and fhe was otherwife ;,, much dama-
ged, that fhe could not proceed on her voyage.
Ca[‘ta.n Hood, therefore, returned with his pi

to Spithead; and af'.e v"vx(‘s met with a gracious
receplmn from his I ajefly, on account of the va-
lor and condu& hc I i difplayed on this occafion.

The Bellona had fail Ll in January from the ifland
of Martinique, along with the Floriffant, and an-

other French frigat c, from which fhe had been fe-
g2

ely retorted.
]

n was maintained with

pnmtcd in the paflage. Immediately after this ex-

ploit, uapt.du Elliot, of the Eolus fri
panied by the Ifis, made prize of a French (hip,
the Mignonne, oftwenty guns,and one hundred and
forty men, one of four frigates "‘*"Joyed as convoy to
a]arwﬂcct ofwerci.:m {hips, nearthe ifland of Rhée.

§ XLH In the month of March, the Englilh fri-
gates the Southam pLOD and I'\’lcl,.mre, commanded

by the Captains Gilchriftand Hotham, being at fea
to the northward on a cruile, {fell in with the Danaé,a

Py, Ty

——
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French hip of forty cannon, and three hundredand cuaw,
thirty men, which was engaged by Captain Hotham X
in a [hip of half the force,, who maintained the battle 1759
a confiderable time with admirable gallantry, before
his confort could come to his afliftance. As they
2 fought in the dark Captain Gilchrift was obliged

to lie by for fome time, becaufe he could not diftin:
guith the one from the other ; but no {ooner did the
day appear than he bore down upon the Danaé with
his ufual impetuofity , and foon compelled her to fur-
vénder : fhe did not ftrike, however, until thirty orf :
forty of her men were flain: and the gallant Captain
Gilchrift received a grape=fhotin his {houlder, which,
though it did notdeprive him oflife, yet rendered him
incapable of future fervice: a misfortune the more o
be lamented, as it happened to a brave officer in the
vigor.of his age,afid in the mid{t of a fanguinary war,
£\ which might have afforded him many other oppor-
! tunities of fignalizing his courage for the honor and
advantage of his country. Another remarkable ex-
ploit was achieved about the fame jun&ure by Cap-
tain Barrington, cammander of the fhip Achilles,
mounted with {ixty cannon, who, to the weftward
of Cape Finiftere, encountered a French fhip of equal
force, catled the Couiit de St. Florentin, bound from
Cape Frangois on the ifland of Hifpaniola to Roche-
fort, under the commaond of the Sienr de Montay,
who was obliged to firike, afteraclofe and obftinate
engagement, in which he himflelf was mortally
wounded, a great number of his men flain, and his
fhip fo damaged, that fhe was with difficulty broughe
into Falmouth. Captain Barrington obtained the

Vor. VIL R
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victory at the expenle ofaboutfive -and- twenty men |
killedand wounded, and all his rigging, whichthe |
enemy’s fhot rendered ufelefs. Two fmall privateers
from Dunkirk were allo taken, one called the Mar.
quis de Bareil, by the Brilliant, which carried her ‘
into Kinfale in Ireland ; the other called the Caril. |
loneur, which firuck to the Grace cutter, aflifted by
the boats of the {hip Rochelter, commanded by :
Captain Duff, who fent her into the Downs.

§ XLILL. About the latter end of IVlarch, Captain
Samuel Falckner, in the {hip Windfor, of fixty guns,
cruifing to the weltward, difcovered four large thips :
to leeward, which, when he approached them, ,
formed the line of battle a-head, in order to give |
him a warm reception. He accordingly clofed with
the fternmolt (hip, which fultained his fire about an ‘;
hour: then the other three bearing away with all the |
fail they could carry, fbe ftruck her colors, and was |
conduded to Lifbon. She proved to be the Duc de
Chartres, pierced for fixty cannon, though at that
time carrying no more than four- and - twenty, with |
a complement of three hundred men, about thirty of |
whom were killed in the a@ion, She belonged, with
the other three that efcaped, to the French Eaft-
India Company , was loaded with gunpowderand
naval ftores, and bound for Pondicherry. Two
privateers, called Le Chaffeur and Le Conquerant,
the one from Dunkirk, and the other from Cher- |
bourg , were taken and carried into Plymouth by
Captain Hughs , of his Majelty’s frigate the Tamer.
A third, called the Defpatch, from Morlaix, was
brought into Penzance by the Diligence {loop, under’
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the command of Captain Eaftwood. A fourth, cal- ¢ua

i led the Bafque, from Bayonne, furniflied with two- .

and - twenty guns, and above two hundred men, fell 1759

‘ into the hands of Captain Parker, of the Bn[llant,

who conveyed her into Plymouth. Captain Antro-

bus, of the Surprife, took the Vieux, a privateer

of Bourdeaux; and a fifth, from Dunkirk, ftruck

to Captain Knight, of the Liverpool, of Y armouth. |
In the month of IViay a French frigate, called the i
Arethufa, mounted with two-and- thirty cannon, '
manned with a large complement of bands, under

the command of the Marquis de Vaudreuil, fubmitted

to two Britilh frigates , the Venus and the Thames,

commanded by the Captains Harrifon and Colby,

after a warm engagement, in which fixty men were

killed and wounded on the fide of the enemy. In the

1 beginning of June an armed (hip belonging to Dun-
i kirk, was brought into the Downs, by Captain
L Angel, oftheStag; and a privateer of force, called

L the Countels de Ia Serre, was fubdued and taken,
" after an obftinate a&ion, by Captain Noore, of
; his Majefty's'thip the Adventure

§ XL1V. Several armed fhips of the enemy, and
rich prizes, were taken in the Welt - Indies, parti-
cularly two French frigates, and two Dutch (hips

I with French commodities, all richly laden, by fome
of the (hips of the fquadron which Vice. Admiral
Coats commanded on the Jamaica Ration. A fifth,

called the Velour, from St. Domingo, with a valuable
cargo on board, being fortified with twenty cannon,
and above one hundred men, fell in with the Favorite
floop of war, under the command of Captain

R 2




244 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

g ook Edwards, who, after an obftinate difpute, carried | |
1. herin trivmph to Gibraltar. At St. Chriftopher’s, in g
1759 the Welt- Indies, Captain Collingwood, commander p

of the King’s fhip the Crefcent, attacked two French

frigates, the Amethyfte and Berkeley; the former of (
which efcaped , after a warm engagement, in which '1
the Crefcent’s rigging was fo much damaged, that |
ihe could not purfue: but the other was taken, and :
conveyed into the harbour of Baffeterre. Notwith- (
ftanding the vigilance and courage of the Englifh 1
cruifers in thole feas, the French privateers fwarmed (
to fuch a degree, thatin the courfe of this year they {
took above two hundred fail of Britith fhips, valued \
at fix hundred thoufand pounds fterling. This their (
fuccefs 1s the more remarkable, as by this time the j
ifland of Guadaloupe wasin pofleffion of the Englifh, (
and Commodore Vioore commanded a numerous 5
fquadron in thole very latitudes. ]

§ XLV. Inthe beginning of O&ober, the Hercules (
fhip of war; mouated with {eventy - four guns, under ~

the command of Captain Porter, cruifing in the chops ]
of the Channel, defcried to windward a large (hip, (
which proved to be the Floriflant, of the fame force |
with the Hercules. Her commander, perceiving the (
Englifh (hip giving chafe, did not feem to decline the z
action; but bore down upon her in a flanting direc- |
tion, and the engagement began with great fury. i
Iu a littie time, the Hercules having loft her top- :

malt, and allher rigging being fhot away, the enemy
took advantage of this difalter, made the beft of his
way, and was purfued ull eight o’clock next morn- -
ing, when he efcaped behind the ifie of Oleron.
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Captain Porter was wounded in the head with a
grape-(hot, and lolt the ufe of one leg in the
engagement.

§ XLVI. Having takennotice of all the remarkable
captures and exploits that were made and achieved
by fingle (hips fince the commencement of the prefent
year, we thallnow proceed to defcribe the actions that
were performed in this period by the different fqua-
drons that conltituted the naval power of Great - Bri-
tain.  lntelligence having been received that the
enemy meditated an invafion upon fome of the Britith
territories, and that a number of flat- bottomed boats
were prepared at Havre-de-Grace, forthe purpofe
of difembarking troops, Rear- Admiral Rodney was,
in the beginning of July, detached with a fmall fqua-
dron of (hips and bombs to annoy and overawe that
part of the coaft of France. He accordingly anchored
in the road of Havre, and made a difpofition to exe-
cute the infirudtions he had received. The bomb-
veflels being placed inthe narrow channel of the river
leading to Honfleur, began to throw their thells, and
continued the bombardment for two-and-fifty hours,
without intermiffion, during which a numerous body
of French troops was employed in throwing up in-
trenchments, erecting new batteries, and firing both
with fthot and fhells upon the affailants. The town
was fet on fire in {everal places, and burned with
great fury ; fome of the boats were overturned, and
a few of them reduced to afhes, while the inhabitants
forfook the placein the utmoft confternation : never-
thelefs, the damage done to the enemy was too
inconfiderable to make amends for the expenfe of
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the armament, and the lofs of nineteen hundred
thells and eleven hundred carcaffes, which were
expended in this expedition. Bombardments of this
kind are at beft but expenfive and unprofitable
operations, and may be deemed a barbarous method
of profecuting war, inafmuch as the damage falls
upon the wretched inhabitants, who have given
no caufe of offence, and who are generally fpared
by an humane enemy, unlefls they have committed
fome particular a& of provocation.

§ XLVIL. The bonor of the Britifh flag was much
more effectually afferted by the gallant Admiral Bof-
cawen, who, as we have already obferved, was
intrufted with the condué of a fquadron in the Me-
diterranean. It mult be owned, however, thathis
firlt attempt favoured of temerity. Having in vain
difplayed the Britifh flag in fight of Toulon, by way
of defiance to the French fleet that lay there at anchor,
be ordered three thips of the line, commanded by the
Captains Smith, Harland, and Barker, to advance
and burn two [hips thatlay clofe to the mouth of the
harbour. They accordingly approached with great
itrepidity , and met with a very warm reception
from divers batteries which they had not before per-
ceived. Two fmall forts they attempted to deltroy,
and cannonaded for fome time with great fury; but
being over- matched by fuperior force, and the wind
fubliding into a calm, they fuftained confiderable
damage, and were towed off with great difficulty,
in a very (hattered condition. The Admiral feeing
three of his beft fhips fo roughly handled in this
gnterprife, returned to Gibraltar in order to refit; and
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M. dela Clue, the French commander of the fqua-
dron at Toulon, feized this opportunity , of failing,
in hopes of pafling the Straits-mouth unobferved,
his fleet confifting of twelve large fhips, and three
frigates. Admiral Bofcawen , who commanded four-
teen fail of the line, with two frigates, and as many

fire - fhips, having refitted his fquadron, detached

one frigate to cruife off Malaga, and another to hover
between Efteponaand Ceuta- point; with a view to
keep a good look - out, and give timely notice in cafe
the enemy fhould a pproach On the feventeenth day
of Auguft, ateight in the evening, the Gibraltar
frigate made a fignal that fourteen fail appeared on
the Barbary fhore, to the ealtward of Ceuta; upon
which the Englifh Admiral immediately heaved up
his anchors and went to {ea : at 'day-light he defcried
feven large fhips lying to; but when the Euglith
fquadron forebore to anfwer their fignal, they dif-
covered their miftake , fet all their fails, and made
the belt of their way. This was the greater part of
the French {quadron commanded by M. de [a Clue,
from whom five of his large [hips and three frigates
had feparated in the night. Even now, perhaps, he
might have efcaped, had he not been obliged to wait
for the Souveraine, which was a hcavy failer. At
noon the wind, which had blown a frefh gale, died
away , and although Admiral Bolcawen had made
fignal to chafe, and engage in a line of battle a-head,
it was not till half an hour after two that fome of his
headmoft (hips could clofe with the rear of the enemy ;
which, though greatly out-numbered, fought with
uncommon bravery. The Englifh Admiral, without
R 4




BOOK
111
1753,

248 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

waiting to return the fire of the fiernmoft, which
he received as he pafled, ufed all his endeavours to
come up with the Ocean , which M. de la Clue com-
manded in perfon; and about for o’clock in the af-
ternoon, running athwart her hawfe, poured into
Ler a furious broadfide : thus the engagement began
with equal vigor on both fides. Thisdifpute, how-
ever, was of [hort duration. Inabout half an hour
Admiral Bofcawen’s mizen - maft and topfail - yards
were [hot away; and the enemy hoifted all the fail
they could carry. Mr. Bofcawen having fhifted his
flag from the Namur to the Newark, joined fome
other fhips in attacking the Centaur, of feventy-
four guns, which , being thus overpowered, was
obliged to furrender. The Britith Admiral purfued
them all night, during which the Souveraine, and
the Guerrier, altered their courfe, and deferted
their commander. At day-break, M. de la Clue,
whole lefc leg had been broke in the engagement,
perceiving the Englifh fquadron crowding all their
fails to come up with him, and finding himfelf
on the coalt of Portugal, determined to burn his
fhips , rather than they fhould fall into the hands
of the vidors. The QOcean was rua afhore two
leagues from Lagos, near the fort of Almadana,
the commander of which fired three fhot at the
Englifh ; another captain of the Freach fquadron
followed the example of his commander, and
both endeavoured to difembark their men ; but the
fea being rough, this proved a very tedious and dif.
ficule attempt. The captains of the Téméraire and
Modefie, inftead of deltroying their (hips,anchored as
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near as they could to the forts Xavier and Lagres, in
hopes of enjoying their prote@ion; but in this hope
they were difappointed. VL. de la Clue had been
Innded, and the command of the Ocean was left to
the Count de Carne, who, baving received one
breoadfide from the America , firuck his colors, and
the Hoglifh took pofleffion of this noble prize, the
beft (hip in the French navy, mounted with eighty
cannon. Captain Bentley, of the Warfpight, who had
remarkably fignalized himfelf by bis courage during
the action of the preceding day, attacked the Teé.
méraire, of feventy- four guns, and brought her off
with little damage.  Vice - Admiral Broderick, the
econd in command, advancing with his divifion,
burned the Redoutable, of feventy - four guns,
which was bulged, and abandoned by her menand
officers; but they made prize of the Modelte, car-
rying fixty - four guns, which had not been much
irjured in the engagement. This victory was ob-
taived by the Englifh Ad miral atavery fmall expenfe
of men ; the whole number of the killed and wounded
not exceeding two hundred and fifty on board of the
Eritith fquadron, though the carnage among the
enemy muft have been much more confiderable, as
™. dela Clue, in his letter to the French Ambaflador
at Lifbon, owned that on board of his own fhip, the
Ocean, one hundred men were killed .on the {pot,
and feventy dangeroufly wounded : but the moft
fevere circumftance of thisdifafter was the lofs of four
capital (hips, two of which were deftroyed , and the
other two brought in triumph to England , to be
numbered among the beft bottomsof the Britifh navy.
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What angmented the good fortune of the victors,
was, that notone officer loft his life in the engage-
ment.Captain Bentley,whom the Admiral difpatched
to England with the tidings of his fuccefs, met with
a gracious reception from the King , who knighted
him for his gallantry.

§ XLVIIL. As we propofe to throw together all
the naval tranfactions of the year, efpecially thole
that happened in the European feas, that they may
be comprehended as it were in one view , we muft
now , without regarding the order of time, poftpone
many previcus events of importance, and record the
laftaction by fea that in the courfe of this year diftin-
guilhed the flag of Great- Britain. The court of Ver-
failles, in order to embarrafs the Britith miniftry, and
divert their attention from all external expeditions,
had in the winter pm?etﬁccl aplan for invading fome
part of the Britith dominions; and in the beginning
of the year had actually begun to make preparations
on different parts of their coalt for carrying thisdefign
into execution. Hwven as far back as the latter end of
May, meflages from the King to both Houfes of par-
liament were delivered by the Earl of Holderneffe
and IVir. Pitt, the two fecretaries of ftate, fignifying

‘that his Mlajelty had received advices of preparations

making by the French court, withadefiga to invade
Great- Britain: that though perfuaded, by the uai-
verfal zeal and affection of his people, any fuch at-
tempt muflt, under the blefling of God, end inthe
deltru&ion of thofe who engaged in it; yet he appre-
hended he fhould notact confiltent wich that pater-
nal care and concern which he had always (hown for
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the fafety and prefervation of hisfubjeds, il he omitted
any means in his power which might be neceffary
for theirdefence: he, therefore, acquainted the par-
llameot with his having received repeated intelli-
gence of the enemy’s preparations, to the end that
his Majelty mighe, if he (hould think proper, in
purfuance of the late a& of parliament, caufe the mi-
litia, or fuch part thereof as [hould be necelfary, to
be drawn out and embodied, in order to march as
occalion fhould require. Thefe meffages were no
fooner read , than each Houfe feparately refolved to
prefent an addrefs, thanking his Majelty for having
communicated this intelligence ; affuring him that
they would, with their lives and fortunes, fupport
him again{t ali attempts whatever: that, warmed with
affection and zeal for his perfon and government, and
animated by indignation at the daring defign of an
enemy whofe fleet had hitherto fhunnved the terror
of the Briti(h navy, they would chearfully exert their
utmoft efforts to repel all infults, and cffecually en-
able their fovereign not only to difappoint the at-
tempts of France, but, by the blefling of God , turn
them to their own confufion. The Commons at the
fame time refolved upon another addrefs, defliring
his Majefty would give dire@ions to his lientenants
of the feveral counties, nidings, and places within
South- Britain, to ufe theirutmoft diligence and at.
tention in executing the feveral acts of parliament
made for the better ordering the militia.

§ XLIX. Thefeand other precautionary fteps were
accordingly taken; but the adminiftration wifely
placed their chief dependence upon the firength of
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the navy , part of which was fo divided and fta.
tioned, as to block up all the harbours of Francein
which the enemy were known to make. any naval
armament of confequence. We have feen in what
manner Rear- Admiral 'L{odncy vifited the town
and harbour of Havre - de- Grace, and fcoured that
part of the coaft in fucceflive cruiles: we have alfo
recorded the expedition and wictory of Admiral
Bofcawen over the fquadron of La Clue, which was
equipped at Toulon, with a defign to afiift in the
projected invafion. Notwithftanding this difafter,
the French mmiftry perfilted in their defign; towards
the exccution of which they had prepared another
confiderable fleet , in the harbours of Rochefort,
Brelt, and Port - Louis , to be commanded by M, de
Conflans, and re-enforced by a confiderable body
of troops, which were actually affembled under the
Duc d’Aiguilion, at Vannes, in Lower Bretagne.
Elat- bottomed boats and tranfports to be ufed in
this expedition were prepared 10 different pores on
the coaft of France; and a fmall fquadron was equip-
ped at Dunkirk, under the command of an 1nter-
prifing adventurer, called Thurot, who had, in the
courle of the preceding year, fignalized his courage
and conduc ina large privateer called the Belleiile,
which had fcourced the North-Seas , taken a number
of fhips, and at one time maintained an obftinate
battle againft two Englifh frigates, which were ob-
Iiged to defilt, after having received confiderable
(}émagc. This man’s name became a terror to the
merchants of Great-Britain ; for his valor was not
more remarkable in battle thao his conduct in eluding
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the purfuit of the Britith cruifers, who were fuccef-
fively detached in queflt of him , through every part
of the German Ocean and North - fea, as far as the
iflands of Orkney. It mult be likewife owned , for
the honor of human nature, that this bold mariner,
though deflitute of the advantages of birth and edu.
cation, was remarkably diftinguifhed by his gene-
rofity and compaffion to thofe who had the misfor-
tune to fall into his power, and that his deportment
in every refpectentitled him to a much more honor-
able rank in the fervice of his country. The court of
Verfailles were not infenfible to his merit. He ob-
tained a commiffion from the French King, and was
vefted with the command of the fmall armament
now Fftting out in the harbour of Dunkirk. The
Britith government being apprized of all thefe par-
ticulars, took fuch meafures to defeat the purpofed in-
vafion as mult have conveyed a very high idea of
the power of Great Britain to thofe who confidered,
that, exclufive of the force oppofed to this defign,
they at the fame time carried on the moft vigorous
and important operations of warin Germany , Ame-
rica . the Haft and Welt-Indies. Thurot’sarmament
at Dunkirk was watched by an Englifh fquadronin
the Downs, commanded by Commodore Boys ; the
port of Havre was guarded by Rear- Admiral Rod-
ney ; Mr. Bofcawen had been [tationed off Toulon,
and the coalt of Vannes was {coured by a fmall fqua-
dron detached from Sir Edward Hawke , who had
during the fummer blocked up the harbour of Breft,
where Conflans lay with his fleet, 1n order to be
joined by the other divifions of the armament.
Thefe different fquadrons of the Britifh navy were
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connected by a chain of feparate cruifers; fo that
the whole coalt of France, from Dunkirk to the
extremity of Bretagne, was diftrefled by an adtual
blockade.

§ L. The French miniftry being thus hampered,
forbore their atterapt upon Britain; and the projected
invafion feemed to hang in fufpenfe till the month
of Auguit, inthe beginning of which their army in
Germany was defeated at Minden. Their defigns in
that country being bafiled by this difafter , they
feemed to convert their chief attention to their fea-
armament ; the preparations were refumed with re-
doubled vigor ; and even after the defeat of La
Clue , they refolved to try their fortune in a defcent.
They now propofed to difembark a body of troops
inIreland. Thurot received orders to fail from Dun-
kirk with the firlt opportunity, and fhape his courfe
round the northern parts of Scotland , that he might
alarm the coaft of Ireland, and make a diverfion from
that part where Conflans intended to effectuate the
difembarkation of his forces. The tranfports and
fhips of war were aflembled at Bre{t and Rochefort,
having on board a train of artillery, with faddles, and
other accoutrements for cavalry , to be mounted
in Ireland; and a body of French troops, including
part of the Irifh brigade, was kept in readinefs to
embark. The execution of this fcheme was, how-
ever , prevented by the vigilance of Sir Hdward
Hawke, who blocked up the harbour of Breft with
afleet of twenty - three capital fhips; while another
fquadron of {maller fhips and frigates, under the
command of Captain Duff, continued to cruife along
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the French coaflt, from port I'Orient , in Bretagne,
to the point of St. Gilles, in Poitou. At length, how-
ever, in the beginning of November, the Britifh
{quadron, commanded by Sir Edward Hawke, Sir
Charles Hardy, and Rear- Admiral Geary, were
driven from the coaft of France by (irefs of weather,
and on the ninth day of the month anchored in Tor-
bay. The French Admiral, Conflans, (batched this
opportunity of failing from Brelt, with one - and-

" twenty fail of the line and {our frigates, in hopes of

being able to deftroy the Englih fquadron com-
manded by Captain Duff, before the large fleet could
return from the coaft of England. Sir Edward
Hawke having received intelligence that the French
fleet had failed from Breft, immediately ftood to
fea , in order to purfue them; and in the mean time,
government iffued orders for guarding all thofle
parts of the coaft that were thought the molt expofed
to adefcent. Theland - forces were put in motion,
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and quartered along the fhiore of Kent and Suffex :

all the fhips of war in the different harbours, even
thofe that had juft arrived from America , were
ordered to put to fea, and every ftep was taken to
difconcert the defigns of the enemy.

§ LI. While thefe meafures were taken with equal
vigor and deliberation, Sir Edward Hawke ftcered
his courle dire@ly for Quiberon, on the coaft of
Bretagne, which he fuppofed would be the rendez-
vous of the French fquadron : but, notwithftanding
his utmoft efforts, he was driven by a hard gale
confiderably to the weltward, where he was joined
by two frigates, the IMaidftone and Coventry.
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Thefe he dire@ed to keep a-head of the fquadron.
The weather growing more moderate, the former
made the fignal for feeing a fleet, on the twentieth
day of November, at halfan hour paft eighto’clock
in the morning, and in an hour afterwards difcover-
ed them to be the enemy’s fquadron. They were at
that time in chafe of Captain Duft’s {quadron , which
now joined the large flect, after having run fome
rifque of being taken. Sir Edward Hawke, who,
when the Maidltone gave the firlt notice , had form-
ed the line a -breaft, now perceiving that the French
Admiral endeavoured to efcape with all the fail he
could carry, threw out a fignal for feven of his {hips
that were neareft the enemy to chafe, and endea-
voured to detain them, until they could be re-enfor-
ced by the reft of the fquadron, which were ordered
to form into a line of battle a- head, as they chafed,
that no time might be loft in the purluit. Confider-
ing the roughnels of the weather, which was ex-
tremely tempeltuous; the nature ofthe coalt, which
is in this place rendered very hazaidous by a great
niumber of fand - banks, (hoals, rocks, and iflands,
as entirely unknown to the Bricifh failors, as they
were familiar to the French navigators; the dangers
of a (hort day , dark night, and lee- (hore 5 1t requir-
ed extraordinary refolution 1n the Englith Admiral
to attempt hoftilities on this occafion : but Sir Ed.
ward Hawle, fteeled with the integrity and fortitude
of his own heart, animated by a warm love for his
country , and well acquainted with the importance
of the ftake on which the fafety of thac country in
a great meafure depended , was refolved to run
extraordinary
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extraordinary rifques in his endeavours to fruftrate
at once a boalted fcheme proje&ed for the annoyance
of his fellow -fubjets. With refpec to his fhips of
theline, he had but the advantage of one in point of
number, and no {uperiority in men or metal, confe-
quently , IVI. de Conflans might have hazarded a fair
battle on the open fea, withoutany imputation of te-
merity : bot he thought proper to play a more artful
game , though it did not fucceed according to his ex-
pectation. He kept his fleet in a body, and retired
clofe in fhore; with a view to draw the Englifh {qua-
droinamong the {hoals and iflands, on which he hoped
they would pay dear for their rafhnefs and impetuo-
fity, while he and his officers, who were perfedly
acquainted with the navigation, could either ftay,
and take advantage of the difafter, or, ifhard prefled,
retire through channels unknown to the Britifh pilots.
At half an hour after two the van of the Englifh fleet
began the engagement with the rear of the enemy, in
the neighbourhood of Belleifle. Every {bip as {he ad-
vanced poured in a broadfide on the lernmoft of the
French, and bore down upon their van, leaving the
rear to thofethat came after. Sir Edward Hawke , in
the Royal George , of one hundred and ten guns »
referved his fire in pafling through the rear of the
enemy , and ordered his mafier to bring him along-
fide ofthe French Admiral, who commanded in perfon
on board the Soleil Royal,a (hip mounted with eighty
cannon, and provided with a complement of twelve
hundred men. When the pilot remonfirated that he
could not obey his command, without the moft 1m.
minent rifque of running wpon a fhoal, the brave
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veteran replied, “You have done your duty in
“ (howing the danger ; now you are to comply with
“ my order, and lay me along-fide the Soleil Royal.”
His wifh was gratified : the Royal George ranged up
with the French Admiral. The Thefac anotberlalgc
fhip of the enemy, runningup between the two com-
manders, fultained the fire that was referved for the
Soletl Royal; but in returning the firlt. broadfide
foundered, in confequence of the high fea that entered
her lower deck ports, and filled her with water. Not-
withtanding the boifterous weather, a great number
of thips on both fides fought with equal fury and du.
bious fuccefs, tillzbout four in the afterncon , when
the formidable ftruck her colors. The Superbe fhared
the fate of the Thefée in going to the bottom. The
Hero hauled down her colors in token of fubmiffion,
and dropped anchor ; but the wind was fo high, that
no boat could be fent to take poffeffion. By this time
day-light began to fail , and the greater part of the
French fleet efcaped under cover of the darknefs.

- Nightapproaching, the wind blowing with augment-

ed violence on a lee-fhore, and the Britifh fquadron
being entangled among unknown [hoals and iflands,
Sir lidward Hawke made the fignal for anchoring to
the weftward of the fmall ifland Dumet; and here the
fleet remained all night in a very dangerous riding,
alarmed by the fmv of the ftorm, and the inceflant
firing of guns of difirefs, without their knowing
whether it proceeded from friend or enemy. The So-
leil Royal had, uader favor of the night, anchored
alfo in the mid[t of the Britifh fguadron; burt at day-
break VM. de Conflans ordered her c.able to be cut,
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and fbe drove a-fhore to the weltward of Crozie. The
Englith Admiral immediately made fignal to the Effex
to {lip cable , and purfue her; and, in obeying this
order , (he ran unfortunately on a fand-bank called
Lefour, where the Refolution , another fhip of the
Britith fquadron, was : lready grounded. Here they
were both rrrP(rWer"b’}, loft, in fpite of all the affift-
ance that could be given: butall their men, and part
of their ftores, were{faved , and the wrecks fet on
fire by order of the Admiral. He likewife detached the
Portland , Chatham, and Vengeance to deftroy the
Soleil Royal, which wasburned by her own people,

before the Englifh (hips could approach; but they ar-
rived time enongh to reduce the Hero to afhes on the
Lefour, where fhe had been alfo firanded ; and the
Julte , another of their great (hips, perlfhed in the
mouth of the Loire. The Admiral , perceiving feven
large fhips of the enemy riding at anchor between
Point Penvas and the mouth of the river Vilaine,
made the {ignal to weigh, in order to attack them,
but the fury of the {torm increafed to fuch a degree ,
that he was obliged to remain at anchor , and even
order the top-gallant-mafts to be firack. In the mean
time, the French fhips being lightened of their can-
non, their officers took advantace of the flood, and
a more moderate gale under the land, to enter the
Vilaine, where they lay within half a mile of the en-
trance, protecied by fome occafional batteries erected
on the thore, and by two large frigates moored acrofs
the mouth of the harbour. Thus they were effeually
fecured from any attempts of fmall veffels; and as for
Jarge (hips, there was not waterfufficient to float them
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within fighting-diftance of the enemy. On the whole,
this battle, in which avery inconfiderable number of
lives was loft, may be confidered as one of the moft
perilous and important actions that ever happcncd in
any war between the two nations; for it not only
defeated the proiccried invafion, which had hung me.
nacing fo long over the apprehenfions of Great-Bri-
tain ; but it gave the finithing blow to the naval
power of France, which was totally difabled from
undertaking any thing of confequence in the fequel .
By this time, indeed, Thurot bad efcaped from
Dunkirk , and directed his courfe to the North-Sea,
whither be was followed by Commodore Boys, who
neverthelels was difappointed in his purfuit; but the
fate of that enterprifing adventurer falls under the
annals of the enfuing year, among the tranfaétions of
which it fhall be recorded. As for Sir Edward Hawke,
he continued cruifing off the coalt of Bretagne for a
confiderable time after the victory he had obtained,
‘mmg particular care to block up the mouth of the
river Vilaine , that the feven French (hips might not
c¢fcape and join M. Conflans, who made fhift to reach
Rochefort with the (hattered remains of his {quadron.
Indeed, thisfervice became fuch a confiderable object
in the eyes of the Britifh minifiry, thata large fleet was
® During this war, the Englifh had already taken and de-
{troyed twenty-feven French ﬂuns of the line, and thirty-one
igates perifhed; fo
that their whole lofs, in this p..lm ular, amounted to lixty-four ;
whereas, thelofs of(‘.,cm Britain did not exceed {even fail of
the line , and five frigates. It may be ealily conceived how the
French marine, at fielt gn. itly inferior to the naval power of

Britain , muft have been affected by this deeadful balance to
its prejudice.
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maintained upon this coaft, apparently for no other
purpofe, during a whole year, and, after all, the
enemy eluded their vigilance. Sir Edward Hawke,
having undergone along and dangerous conflict with
tempeltuous weather , was at length recalled, and
prefented to his fovereign,, who gratified him with
a confiderable penfion, for the courage and condud
he had fo often and fo long difplayed in the fervice of
his country ; and his extraordinary merit was after-
wards honored with the approbation of the parlia-
ment. The people of France were o difpirited by the
defeat of their army at Minden, and the difalter of
their fquadron at Lagos, that the minifiry of Verfailles
thought proper to conceal the extent of their laft mif-
fortune under a palliating detail publifhed in the Ga-
zette of Paris, as a letter from V. Conflans to the
Count de St. Florentin, fecretary of the marine. In
this partial mifi‘eprcfen"stion their Admirﬂ was made
to affirm, thatthe Britifh Aeet confifted of forty fhips
of the line of battle, befides frigates ; that the Soleil
Royal bad obliged the Royal George to fheer off;
that the feven fhips which retreated into the river
Vilaine had received very little damage , and would
be foon repaired ; and that, by the junction of Bom-
part’s fquadron he fhould be foon able to give a good
account of the Englith Admiral. Thele *umid affer-
tions , fo void oftruth, are notto be imputed to an
illiberal {pirit of vain glory, fo much as to a political
defign of extenuating the national calamity, and fup-
porting the fpirit of the people.

§ LIL The alarm of the French invafion, which
was thus fo happily fruftrated, not only dlﬂ;[llbed the

$3

CHAP.

Xl
1759




BOOEK

1L
17594

262 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

quiet of Great-Britain , but alfo diffufed itfelf to the
kingdom of Ireland, whereitwas productive of fome
public diforder. In the latter end of October the two
Houfes of parliament, affembled at Dublin, received
a formal meflage from the Duke of Bedford , lord-
lieutenant of that kingdom, to the following effect
That, by a letter from the fecretary of ftate , written
by his Majefty’s exprefs command, itappeared that
France, far from refigning her plan of invafion, on
account of the difalter that befel her Toulon - fqua-
dron, was more and more contirmed 1n her purpofe,
and eveninfligated by delpair itfelf, to attempt atall
hazards the only refource fhe feemed to have left for
thwarting , by a diverfion at home , the meafures of
England abroad in profecuting a war which hitherto
opened , in all parts of the world , fo unfavorable a
profpeé to the views of French ambition : that in
cafe the body of French troops, amounting to eigh-
teen thoufand men, underthe command of the Duc
d’Aiguillon , affembled at Vannes, where alfo a fuf-
ficient number of tranfports was prepared, fhould be
able to elude the Britifh fquadron, Ireland would,
in all probability , be one of their chief objedts; his
grace thoughtit, therefore , incumbent upon him,
in a matter of fuch high importance to the welfarc of
that kingdom , to communicate this intelligence to
the Irifh parliament. He told them, his Majelty would
make no doubt but thatthe zeal of his faithful protef-
tant fubjects in that kingdom had been already fuf-
ficiently quickened by the repeated accounts received
of the enemy’s dangerous defigns , and acual prepa-
vationsmade, atavalt expenfe, in order toinvade the
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feveral parts of the Britith dominions. He gave them
to underftand he bad received his fovereign’s com-
mands to ufe his utmoft endeavours to animate and
excite his loyal people of Ireland to exert their well.
known zeal and fpiritin fupport of his Majefty’s go-
vernment, and in defence of all that was dearto them,
by timely- preparation to refift and frufirate any at-
tempts of the encmy to difturb the quiet and fhake
the fecurity of this kingdofn: he, therefore in the
{trongelt manner, recommended it to them to mani-
felt, upon chis occalion, that zeal forthe prefent hap-
py eltablifiment, and thataffection for his Vajeliy’s
perfon and government, by which the parliament of
that nation had been fo often diftinguifhed. Imme-
diately after this mellage was communicated , the
Houfe of Commons unanimou{ly refolved to prefent
an addrefs to the Lord-Lieutenant, thanking his grace
for the care and concern he bad (hown for the falety
of Ireland in having imparted intelligence of fo great
importance ; defiring him to make ufe of fuch means
as thould appear to him the moft effectual for the fecu-
rity and defence of the kingdom; and afluviog him,
that the Houfe would make good whatever expenle
fhould be neceffarily incurred for that purpofe.” This
intimation, and the fteps that were taken in confe-
quence of it for the defence of Ireland, produced fuch
apprehenfions and diftraction among the people of
that kingdom , as had well nigh proved fatal to the
public credit. In the firflt tranfports of popular fear,
there was fuch an extraordinary run upon the banks
of Dublin, that feveral confiderable bankers were
obliged to ftop payment; and the circulation was in
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danger of being fuddenly ftagnated, when the Lord.
Lieutenant, the members of both Houfes of parlia-
ment , the lord-mayor , aldermen, merchants , and
principal traders of Dublin, engaged in an allociation
to fupport public credit, by taking the notes of
bankers in payment: a refolution which effectually
anfwered the purpofe intended.

§ LIII. Howfoever the court of Verfailles might
have flattered itfelf that theirinvading army would in
Ireland be joined by a great number of the natives,
in all probability it would have been difappointed in
this hope , had their purpoied defcent even been
carried into execution, for no figns of difaffeétion to
thereigning family appeared at this junéture. On the
contrary , the wealthy individuals of the Romifh per-
fuafion offered to accommodate the government with
large fums of money , in cafe of neceflity, to fupport
the prefent eltablifbment againft all its enemies; and
the Roman catholics of the city of Cork, in a bedy,
prefented an addrefls to the Lord-Licutenant, exprel-
fing their loyalty in the warmeft terms of affurance.
After having congratulated his grace on the unparal-
leled fuccefies which had attended his Vajefty’s arms,
and exprefled their fenle of the King’s paternal ten-
dernefs for his kingdom of Ireland , they acknowled-
ged, with the deepelt fenfe of gratitude, that pro-
tection and indulgence they had enjoyed under his
Majefly’s mild and aulpicious reign. They pro-
fefled the warmelt indignation at the threatened
invafion of the kingdom, by an enemy, who,
grown defperate from repeated defeats , might
pollibly make that attempt as a lalt effort, vainly

i
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flattered with the imaginary hope of affiftance in
Ireland, from the former attachments of their de-
luded predeceflors, They affured his grace, in the
moft folemn manner, that fuch fchemes were alto-
gether inconfiftent with their principles and inten-
tions: that they would, to the utmoft exertion of
their abilities, with their lives and fortunes, join in the
defence and fupport of his Majefty’sroyal perfon and
government againlt all invaders whatfoever: that
they fhould be always ready to concur in fuch mea-
fures, and to aé fud parts in defence of the kingdom,
in common with the reft of his Majelty’s fubjedts,
as his grace in his great wifdom fhould be plealed
to appoint; and think themfelves particularly happy
to be under the direction and command offo known
an affertor of liberty, fuch an important and diftin-
guithed governor. Finally, they expreffed the moft
earnclt wifh, that his Majefty’s arms might be
crowned with fuch a continuance of fuccefs as (hould
enable him to defeat the devices of all his enemies,
and obtain a fpeedy and honorable peace. This
cordial addrefs, which was tranfmitted to the Eari
of Shannon, and by him prefented to the Duke of
Bedford, muft have been very agreeable to the
government at fuch a critical conjuncture.

§ LIV. Although no traces of difaffection to his
Majelty’s family appeared on this trying occafion,
it muft neverthelels be acknowledged that a fpirit
of diffatisfadiion broke out with extraordinary
violence among the populace of Dublin. The
prefent Lord-Lieutenant was not remarkably popular
in his adminiftration. He had befRowed one place of
confiderable importance upon a gentleman whofe
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perfon was obnoxious to many people in that
kingdom , and perhaps failed in that affability and
condefcenfion which a free and ferocious nation
expedts to find in the character of him to whofe
rule they are fubje@ed. Whether the offence taken
at his deportment had created enemies to his perfon,
or the nation in general began to entertain doubts
and jealoufies of the government’s defigns; certain
it 1s, great pains were taken to propagate a belief
among the lower fort of people, that an union
would foon be effe@ed between Great-Britain and
Ireland ; in which cale this laft kingdom would be
deprived of its parliament and independency , and
be fubje@ed to the fame taxes that arelevied upon
the pcople of England. This notion inflamed the
populace to fuch a degree, that they allfembled in
a prodigious multitude, broke into the Houfe of
Lords, infulted the peers, feated an old woman on
the throne, and fearched for the journals, which
had they been found, they would have committed
tothe flames. Not content with this outrage, they
compelled the members of both Houfes whom they
met in the ftreets to take an oath that they would
never confent to fuch an union, or give any vote
contrary to the true intereflt of Ireland. Divers
coaches belonging to obnoxious perfons were de-
firoyed, and their horfes killed ; and a gibbet was
erected for one gentleman in particular, who nar-
rowly efcaped the ungovernable rage of thofe riotous
infurgents. A body of horfe and infantry were
drawn out on this occafion, in order to over-awe
the multitude, which at night difperfed of itfelf.
Next day addrefles to the Lord-Lieutenant were
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agreed to by both Houfes of parliament, and a
committee of inquiry appointed, that the ringleaders

fthe tumulc might be difcovered, and brought to
condign puniﬂuﬁcnt.

§ LV. When the miniftry of England received the
firlt advice that M. Thurot bhad efcaped from Dun-
kirk with a fmall fquadron of armed fhips, baving
on board a body of land-treops, defigned fora private
expedition on the coaft of Scotland or Ireland, ex-
preffes were immediately difpatcbed to the comman-
ding officers of the forces in North-Britain, with
orders to put the forts along the coaft of that king-
dom in the belt polture of defence; and to hold every
thing io readinels to repel the enemy , in cafe they
fhould attempt a defcent. In confequence of thefe
inflructions , beacons were erected for the immediate
communication of intelligence; places of rendezvous
appointed for the regular troops and militia; and
firict orders iffued that no officer fhould ablent
him{zIf from his duty, on any pretence whatever.
The greatc® encomium that can be given to the
character of this partifan, is on account of the alarm
which the failing of his puny armament fpread
through the whole extent of fuch a powerful king-
dom, whofe fleets covered the ocean. FPerhaps
Thurot’s carecer would bave been fooner flopped,
had Commodore Boys been victualled for a longer
¢ruife; but this commander was obliged to put nto
Leith for a fupply of provifions, at the very time
when Thurot was feen hovering on the coaft near
Aberdeen; and before the Englith fquadron was
provided for a profecution of the cruife, the other
had taken fhelter at Gottenburgh, in Sweden.
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and florms the poft of Licorne. I1X. He takes Petit-
bourg and St. Mary’s. The ifland capitulates. X,
Ifland of Marigalante taken by General Barrington.
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Indians in North - America. XIII. Plan of the
campaign. XIV. Ticonderoga and Crown-Point
abandoned by the French. XV. General Amherft
embarks on Lake Champlain. XVI. Niagara re-
duced. XVII. Introductionto the expedition againyl
Quebeck. XVIII. General Wolfe lands on the ifland
of Orleans. XIX. And takes Point Levi. XX,
Englifh fleet damaged by a florm. XXI. General
Wolfe encamps near the falls of the river Montmorenci.
XXIL And attacks the French intrenchments there,
but is repulfed. XXIII. Brigadier Murray detached
up the river. XXIV. Council of war called. XXV.
The troops land at the heights of Abraham. XXVI.
Baitle of Qnr‘bcr%’. XXVIL. Quobeck taken.
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pook VL HAVING finifhed the detail of the actions

achieved in the European feas by the naval force of
Great- Britain within the compafs of the prefent
year, we [hall now proceed to record the exploits
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of the Briti(h arms within the tropics , and parti-
cularly the expedition to Martinique and Guada-
loupe, which is faid to have fucceeded even beyond
the expe&ation of the miniftry. A plan had been
formed for improving the fuccels ofthe preceding
year in North-America, by carrying the Britifh
arms up the river St. Laurence, and befieging
Quebeck, the capital of Canada. The armament
employed againft the French iflands of Martinique
and Guadaloupe conflituted part of this defign,
inafmuch as the troops embarked on that expedition
were, in cafe of a mifcarriage at Vartinique, intended
to re-enforce the Britifh army in North-America,
which was jultly confidered as the chief feat of the
war. What hope of fuccefs the adminiftration con.
ceived from an attempt upon Martinique may be
guefled from the ftate of that ifland, as itappeared
in a memorial prefented by the French King’s lieus
tenants of its feveral diftri&ts, to the general of the
French iflands, in confequence of an orderiffued in
November, for holding them in readinefs to march
and defend the ifland from the Englilh, of whofe
defign they were apprized. They reprefented, that
the trade with the Dutch was become their {ole
dependence ; that they could expec no fuccour from
Europe, by which they had been abandoned ever
fince the commencement of the war : that the traders
vefted with the privilege of trafficking among them
had abufed the intention of the general, and, inftead
of being of fervice to the colony, had fixed an arbi-

trary price forall the provifions which they brought .

in, as well as for the commodities which they ex-
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ported ; of confequence, the former was valved at
as high a price as their avarice could exad, and the
latter funk as low in value as their own felfifh
hearts could conceive: that the colony for two
months had been deftitute of all kinds of provifion;
the commodities of the planters lay upon their hands;
and their negroes were in danger of perifhing through
hunger; a circam{tance that excited the apprehenfion
of the moft dreadful confequences; as to flaves,
half. ftarved, all kinds of bondage were equal; and
people reduced to fuch a fituation were often driven
to defpair, feeking in anarchy and confufion a
remedy from the evils by which they were oppref-
fed: that the belt provided of the inhabitants la-
bored under the want of the common neceffaries
of life; and others had not fo much as a grain of
falt in their houfes: that there was an irreparable
fcarcity of flaves to cultivate their land ; and the
planters were reduced to the neceflity of killing
their cattle to fupport the lives of thofe who re-
mained alive ; fo that the mills were no longer
worked, and the inhabitants confumed beforehand
what ought to be referved for their fuftenance, in
cale of being blocked up by the enemy. They
defired, therefore, that the general would fupprels
the permiffions granted to particular merchants, and
admit neutral veflels freely into their ports, that
they might trade with the colonifts unmolefted and
unreltrained. They obferved, that the citadel of
Port-Royal feemed the principal obje@ on which
the fafety and defence of the country depended ; as
the lofs of it would be neceffarily attended with the

n
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reduction of the whole ifland: they, therefore,
advifed that this fort (hould be properly provided
with every thing neceffary for its fafety and defence ;
and that magazines of provilion as well as ammu-
nition (hould be eftablithed in different quarters of
the ifland. This remonftrance plainly proves that
the ifland was wholly unprepared to repel the
meditated invafion, and jultifies the plan adopted
by the miniftry of Great.Britain. The regular troops
of Martinique confifted of about twenty indepen-
dent companies greatly defe@ive in point of number.,
The militia was compofed of burghers and planters
diftrefled and diffatisfied, mingled with a parcel of
wretched negro-{laves, groaning under the molft
intolerable mifery , from whence they could have
no hope of deliverance but by a {peedy change of
mafters; their magazines were empty, and their
fortifications out of repair,

§ Il. Such was the Rtate of Martinique, when the
inhabitants every day expefed a vifit from the
Britith armament, whofle progrefs we fhall now
relate. On the twelfth day of November, in the
preceding year, Captain Hughes failed from St.
Helen's with eight fail of the line, one frigate, four
bomb-ketches, and a flect of tranfports, having on
board fix regiments of infantry, and a detachment
of artillery , befides eight hundred marines diftri-
buted among the fhips of war, this whole force
being under the command of Major-General Hopfon,
an old experienced officer, aflifted by Major-General
Barrington, the Colonels Armiger and Haldane, the
Lieutenant-Colonels Trapaud and Clavering, acting
in the capacity of brigadiers. After a voyage of
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feven weeks and three days, the fleet arrived at
Barbadoes and anchored in Carliflebay , where they
joined Commodore Moore, appointed by his
Majefty to command the united fquadrons, amoun-
ting to ten fhips of the line, befides frigates and
bomb-ketches. Ten days were employed in fop-
plying the fleet with wood and water, in waiting
for the hofpital-thip, in reviews, re-embarkations,
councils of ‘war, alfemblies of the council belonging
to the ifland, in iffuing proclamations, and beating
up for volunteers. At length, every great (hip being
re-enforced with forty negroes, to be employed in
drawing the artillery ; and the troops, which did
not exceed five thoufand eight hundred men , being
joined by two hundred Highlanders, belonging to
the fecond battalion of the regiment commanded
by Lord John Murray in North-America, who
were brought as recruits from Scotland, under
convoy of the fhip Ludlow-caftle, the whole arma-
ment failed from Carlifle-bay on the thirteenth
day of January: but by this time the troops, unac:
cuftomed to a hot climate, were confiderably
weakened and reduced by fevers, diarrheeas, the
fcurvy , and the fmall-pox; which lalt difeale had
unhappily broke out amongft the tranfports. Next
morning the fquadron ‘difcovered the ifland of
Martinique, which was the place of its deftination.
The chief fortification of Martinique was the
citadel of Port-Royal, a reeular fort, garrifoned
by four companies that did not exceed the
number of one hundred and fifty men, thisty-
fix bombardiers, eighty Swifs , and fourtcen officers.
One
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One hundred barrels of beef conftituted their whole
ftore of provifion; and they were deftitute of all
other necellaries. They were almoft wholly unpro-
vided with water in the cifterns, with fpare.car-
riages for their cannon, match, wadding, and lan-
grage: they had but a {mall Rock of other ammuni
tion, and the walls were in many parts decayed.
The only preparations they had made for receiving
the Englilh were fome paltry intrenchments
thrown up at St. Pietre, and a place called Cafde.
navires, where they imagined the defcent would pro-
bably be attempted. Ou the fifieenth day of the
month the Britifh f[quadron entered the great bay of
Port- Royal, fome of the fhips being expofed to the
fhot of a battery erected on the ifle de Ranieres, a
little ifland about half way up the bay. At their firft
appearance ; the Floriffant, of feventy - four guns,
which had been fo roughly handled by Captain Tyr-
rel, in the Buckingham, then Iying under the ouns of
Fort Negro, along with two frigates, turned up
under the citadel, and came to an anchorin the Care-
nage, behind the fortification. One frigate, called
the Veltal, under favorof the night, made her efcape
through the tranfports, and dire®ed her courfe for
Europe; where fhe was taken by Captain Hood, as
we have already related. Next day three (hips of the
line were ordered to attack Fort-Negro, a battery at
the diftance of three miles from the citadel, which,
being mounted with feven guns only, was foon
filenced and immediately pofleffed by a detachment
of marines and failors; who being landed in flat-
bottomed boats, clambered up the rock, and entered
Vor. VIL T
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through the emb 1.;fmcs with their bayonets fixed;

here , bowever , they met with no refiltance. T hc
encmy had abandoned the fort with precipitation.
The Britifh colors were immediately hoifted, and
fentinels of marines polfted upon \}“ parapet. The
next care was to fpike and difable the cannon, break
,‘1 deftroy the powder which they
zine: neverthelels, the detachment
fion of the battery. This

the carria
found in th
wasordered to keep pofle
fervice being fucce \.u lly performed, three (bips were
fent to reduce the ot ther bat tery at Call lumana,
which confifted only of four guns, and thefe were
foon rendered unferviceable. The French troops,
re-enforced with militia which had been detached
zation, per-

from the citadel to oppofle the difemt
ceiving the w !m e Briufh juadron, and all tfw tranf-
ports, already within the bay , and Fort-Negro oc-

1

cupied by them A.,t .5, retired to Port-Royal, leaving
the beach open; fo that the Engl
]
d,

troops were
'1 eing formed , ad-

"

Janded without oppofition, ant
vanced into the country m\m;\-ni ort ] “"-«.\‘w'l'(), in the
fwhich they lay all night upon their
e the flect, which had been 3;‘1llu by
Is from the citadel, fhifted their {tation,

1 :
:ﬂu hbourhooc

arms; wh
bomb-fhe
and ftood farther up the bay. By ten next (.kly the
Englifh officers imd brought up fome field - piecesto
an eminence , and fcoured the woods, from whcncc
the troops had been greatly annoyed b
{hot of the Cnemy dL.mw the belt par
and all that morning. At noon the
vanced in order towards the hill that overlooked
the town and citadel of Port-Royal, and ful

itifh forces ad-
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atroublefome fire from enemies they could not fee;
for the French militia were entirely covered by the
woods and bulhes, This eminence, called the Morne
Tortuefon, though the moft important poft of the
whole ifland; was neglected by the general of Marti-
nique; who had reflolved to blow up the fortifications
of the citadel : but; luckily for the iflanders, he had
not prepared the materials for this operation, which
muft have beenattended with the immediate defirucs
tion of the capital, and indeed of the whole country:
Some of the inferior officers, knowing theimportance
of the Morne Tortelon,; refolved to defend that
poft with a body of the militia, which was re-en:
forced by the garrnifons of Fort-Negro and Cafde:
navires, as well as by fome {oldiers detiched from
the Floriffant : but,; notwichftanding all their endeas
vours, as they were entirely unprovided with cans
non, extreimely defective in point of difcipline, dife
pirited by the pufillanimity of their governor; and in
a great meafure dilconcerted by the general confier-
nation that previiled among the inhabicants; in all
probability they could not have wirhftood a fpirited
and well - conducted attack by regular forces. About
two o'clock General Hoplon thought proper to defift
from his attempe. He gave the Commodore tounder-
ftand that he could not maintain his ground , unlefs
the fquadron would fupply bim with heavy can-
non, landed near the town of Port- Royal, at a
favannah, where the boats muft have been great-
ly expofed to the fire of the enemy, or aflilt
him in attacking the citadel by fea, while He
fhould make his approaches by land. Both thefe
T 2
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expedients * being deemed impracticable by a council
of war, the troops wererecalled from their advanced
poflts, and re-embarked in the evening, withoutany
confiderable moleftation from the enemy. Their at-
tempt on the [Viorne Tortuefon had coft them feveral
men, including two officers, killed or wounded in the
attack ; and in revenge for this lofs, they burned the
fugar-canes, and defolated the country in their retreat.
Theinhabitants of Martinique could hardly credit the
teftimony of their own fenfes, when they faw them-
felves thus delivered from all their fzars, ata time
when they were overwhelmed with terror and confu-

. fion; when the principal individuals among them had

refigned all thought of further refiftance, and were
actually affembled at the public hall in Port-Royal,
to fend deputies to the Englith general, with pro-
pofals of capitulation and furrender.
§ TIl. The majority of the Britifh officers, who
fti 1 il of war held for thi rpofe’
conftituted a council of war held for this purpole’,

having given their opinion, that it might be for his:

Majelty’s fervice to make an attack upon St. Pierre,

* The Commodore offered to land the cannon on the other
fide of Point-Negro, ata place equally near the road from the
Englith army to Port-Royal, and even caufe them to be drawn
up by the feamen , without giving the troops the leaft trouble.
But this offer was not accepted. General Hopfon afterwards
declared , that he did not underftand Mr. Moore’s meflage
in the fenfs which it was meant to imply.

* The Commodore did not attend at this council : it was
convoled to deliberate upon the opinion of the chief engineer,
who thonght they thould make another landing to the fouthward
of the Carenage. In this cafe, the pilots declared it would be
extremely difficult, if not impracticable, for the fleec to keep
up a communication with the army.

e
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the fleet "proceeded to that part of the ifland, and
entered the bay on the nineteenth. The Commodore
told the General, that he made no doubt of being able
toreduce the town of St. Pierre ; but as the fhips might
be difabled in the attack, {0 as not to be ina condition
to proceed immediately on any material fervice; as
the troops might be reduced in their numbers, fo as
to be incapable of future attacks ; and as the reducion
of the ifland of Guadaloupe would be of great benefit
to the fugar-colonies, Mr. Vloore propofed that the
armament {hould immediately proceed to thatifland :
and the General agreed to the propofal. The reafons
produced on this occafion are, we apprehend, fuch as
may be urged againft every operation of war. Certain
it is , no conqueft can be attempted, either by fea or
land, without expofing the fhips and troops to a pof-
fibility of being difabled and diminifhed; and the fame
poflibility militated as firongly againlt an attempt
upon Guadaloupe, as it could poffibly difcourage
the attack of St. Pierre. Belides, Martinique was an
objec of greater importance ’ than Guadaloupe; as
being the principal place pofleffed by the French in
thofe feas, and that to which the operations of the
armament were exprefsly limited by the inftructions
received from the minifiry. St. Pierre was a place of
confiderable commerce; and at that very juncture
above forty fail of merchant- fhips lay at anchor in
the bay. The town was defended by a citadel

* Only as being the feat of government ; for Guadaloupe
makes a much greater quantity of fugar, and equipped amuch
greater number of privateers, with the affiftance of the Dutch
of St. Euftatia, fitvated in its neighbourhood.
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regularly fortified ; butat that time poorly garrifoned;
and fo fituated as to be accellible to the fire of the
whole fquadron : for the fhore was bold , and the
water fufficient to floatany [(hip of the line. Belore
the refolution of proceeding to Guadaloupe was
taken, the Commodore had ordered the bay to be
founded, and directed the Rippon to advance, and
filence a battery fituated a mile and a half to the
northward of St. Pierre. Accordingly, Captain
Jekyll, who commanded that (hip, {tood in, and
anchoring clofe to the fhore, attacked 1t with fuch
impetuofity, thatin a few minutes it was abandoned.
At the fame time the Rippon was expofed to the fire
of three other batteries , from which fhe received
confliderable damage both in her hull and ngging;
and was in great danger of running a - ground, when
orders were given to tow her out of danger.
§IV. The whole armament having abaudoned the
defign on Martinique, directed their courfe to Gua-
daloupe, another of the Caribbee.iflands , lying at
the diitance of thirty leagues to the weltward, about
fiftecen leagues in length, and twelve in breadth ;
divided into two parts by a fmall channel, which the
inhabitants crofs in a ferry-boat. The weltern divie
fion is known by the name of Baffeterre; and here
the metropolis ftands, defended by the citadel, and
other fortifications. The ealtern part, called Grand-
terre, 1s deftitute of frefh water, which abounds in
the other divifion, and is defended by Fort- Louis,
with a redoubt, which commands the road in the
diftrict of Gofier. The gut, or canal, that feparates
the two parts is diltinguilhed by the appellation of the




G EO RG E-DE 279

alt-River, havinga road orbay at c’lc‘lcnd, namely,
the great Culde Sac, and th cf.mll Cul de Sac. Gua-

‘.!ouph is encumbered with high mountains and
precipices, to which the inhabitants ufed to convey
their valual ects in time of danger : but here are
Rno bb“ll*i"f—"i i?ﬁ{;l"ﬁ \"Vﬂtfl"ﬁ{l l)y i.“ﬂ”]":
which fertilize the {oil, enabling it to producea great
qmnutv of fugar, cotton, 1indigo, Lcﬂ).cco, and
affia; be Jmc.\ plenty of rice, potatoes, all kinds of
and fruit peculiar to the ifland. The country

and rivers ,

LC,
o 1 & 1
is populous and flourifhing, and the government
comprehends two fmaller 1 iflands, ca All- Saints,
and Defeada, which appear at .{ tance from
a2 ol

the coalt, on the eaftern fide of The Britith
fquadron having arrived at Bal ':ucc;'rc, it was refolved
to make a general attack by fea upon t the citadel, the
town , and other batteries by whi
A difpofition being made for this purpole, the large

fhips took their refpective flations next morning,

ich it was defended.

which was the twent ty -third day of January. At
nine, the Lion, commanded by Captain I'relawny,
began the engagement againft a battery of nine guas;
and the re[‘t o; e fle etcoatir‘ ed to place themfelves
a-breaft of other batteries rmd the citadel, which
mounted fo;‘ty-ﬁx cannon, Dbefides two mortars,
The a&ion in a little time became general, and was
maintained on both fides for feveral hours with great
vivacity , while the Commodore, swho had J,z;tcd
his pendant into the Woolwich frigate, kept aloof
wlthout gun-fhot, that be might be the more

difengaged to view the ftate of the battle®, and give

th

* He fhifted his broad pendant on board the Woclwich, as

T 4

CHAP.
XL
1759,




BOOR
III.
1759,

280 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

his orders with the greater deliberation. This ex-
pedlcnt of an Admiml sremoving his ..ug and re«
tiring from the a&ion while his own (hip is engaged,
however confonant toreafon , we do not remember
to have feen practifed upon :mjr another occafion,

except 1n one mimnc,c, at (J(utlmhcna, where ",n
Chaloner Ogle quitted his own (hip, when (he was
ordered to [ .n‘d m, and cannonade the fort of Boca-
Chica. In this prefent attack, all the fea-commanders
behaved with xtraordinary {pirit and refolution,
particularly the Captains Leflie, Burnet, Gayton,
Jekyll, Trelawney, and Shuldam; who, in the
hotteft tumult of the adion, diltinguithed them(elves
equally by their courage, impmtuoﬁty, and deli-
beration. About five in mc, afternoon the fire of the
citadel {lackened. The Burford and hcrwrc;; were
driven out to fea; fo that Captain Shuldam, in the
Panther was unfultained ; and two bwttenm played
upon the Rippon, Cdphlln Jekyll, who, by twoin
the afternoon filenced the guns of one, called the
Morne-rouge; butat the fan e time could not prevent
his fhip from running a- ground, The enemy per-
cetving her difafter, a[‘"u‘r ble 1 in great numbers on
the h 1'1 and lined [i iche
poured in a fevere fire

fom wheunce t l)cy
mu 1q vetry. The militia

en
f
well todirec and keep the tranf{ports together ina prorer pofture
for the landing of't
znd alfo to concert prop
faw the neceffity of Alr.
{ted that he
"ns. mig
to confult,
troops, as the fervice

ps, at .d to cover the difembarkation,
er niea i"uh.s with the general, who
Mocre’s being with him; and re-

T gener '11 l"r‘“("‘i’a and engi-
! the W m;\ ich, in order
" landing the
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afterwards brought up a cannon of eighteen pound
ball, and for two hours raked her fore and aft with
confiderable effect: neverthelels ; Captain Jekyll re.
turned the fire with equal courage and perfeverance,
though his people dropped on every ﬁdc-, until all
bis grape- fhot and wadding was expended, and all
hisrigging cut to piccqu to crown his misfortune , a
box, conraining nine hundred cartridges, blew up
on thcpr‘rm, and fet the b ip on fire; which, how-
ever , was {oon c:.tmgmﬂmd. Inthe mean time, the
Captain threw out a fignal of diftrefs * ; to which no
regard was paid, till Captain Leflie, of the Briftol ,
coming from fea, and oblerving his fituation , ran in
vetween the Rippon and the battery; and engaged
with fuch impetuofity , as made an immediate diver-

fion in favor of Captain Jekyll, whofe (hip remained .

a- ground , notwithfanding all the affiftance that
could be given, till midnight, when the floated, and
efcaped from the very jaws of deftru&ion. Atfeven
i the evening , all the other large fhips having filen-
ced the guns to \\-h;ch they had been :efpecf‘:ive!y cp-
poled, joined thereflt of the fleet. 'The four bombs
being anchored near the fhore,, began to ply th
town with fhelisand carcalfes; fo thatin a little time
the houfes were in flames, the magazines of gun-
powder blew up with the moft terrible explofion;
and about ten o’clock the whole place blazed out in
one general conflagration. Next day, at two in the
afternoon , the fleet came to an anchor in the
road of Bafleterre, where they found the hulls of
divers fhips which the enemy had fet on fire at their

* In all probability it was not perceived by the Commeo-
dore,
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approach : feveral fhips turned out, and endeavoured
to efcape, but were intercepted and taken by the
Englith fquadron. Acfivethe troops landed without
oppofition, and took pofleffion of the town and ci-
tadel, which they found entirely abandoned. They
learned from a Genoefe deferter, that the regular
troops of the ifland confifled of five companies only,
the number of the whole not exceeding one hun-
dred men ; and that they had laid a train to blow vp
the powdcr- magazine in the citadel : but had been
obliged to retreat with fuch precipitation , as did not
permit them to execute this delign. The train was
immediately cut off, and the magazine fecured. The
nails with which they had fpiked up their cannon
were drilled out by the matrolies; and in the mean
time the Britifh colors were hoilted on the parapet.
Part of the troops took pofieflion of an advancageous
poft on an eminence, and part entered the town,
which ftill continued burning with great violence.
In the morning, at day - break, the enemy appeared,
to the number of two thoufand , about four miles
from the town, as if they intended to throw up in-
trenchments in the neighbonrhood of a houle where
the governor had fixed his head - quarters, declar-
ing he would maintain his ground to the laft extre-
mity. To this refolution, indeed, he was encouraged
by the nature of the ;_‘muud and the neighbour-
hood of a pafs called the Dosd’Ane, a cleft through
a mountainous ridge , opening a communication
with Capefterre, a more level and beautiful part of
the ifland. The afcent from Baffeterre to this pafs
was fo very fteep , and the way fo broken and
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interrupted by rocks and gullies, that there was no
profpect of attacking it with fuccefs, except at the
firlt landing, when the inhabitants were under the
dominion ofa panic. They very foon recovered
their fpiriis and recolle@ion, affembled and forufied
them{elves among the hills. armed and arrayed their
negroes, and affected to hold the invaders at defiance.
A flag of truce being fent, with offers-of terms to
their governor, the Chevalier d’Etreil, he rejected
them ina letter, with which his fubfequent conduc
but ill agreed *. Indeed from the beginning, his

o

° The letter was to this effect :
To their Excellencies Mcff. 'Hopfon and Moove, General
Beers of bis Britannic Majefty , at Baffeterre.
Gentlemen

® 1 Have received the letter, which your Fxcellencies have
done me the honor to write , of the twenty - fifth. You make
me propofals which could arife from nothing but the facility
with which you have got pofleflion of the litt'e town and citadel
of Bafleterre; for otherwife you onght to do me the juftice to
keli ve they could not be received. You have frength fufficient
to fubdue the exteriors of the ifland 5 but with refpect to the in-
teriors, the match between us i- equal. As to the confequences
that may attend my refufal, Iam perfuaded they will be no
other than fuch as are prefcribed by the Jaws of war. Should we
be difzppointed in this particular , we have a mafter powerful

enovgh to revenge any injury we may fuftain, Iam, with

S
refpect,
¢ Gentlemen,
* Your moft obedient fervant.
“ NaDAU d’ETREIL.”
Tt is pretty remarkable , that the apprehenfion of cruel ufage
from the Engiifh , who are undoubtedly the moft generous and
humane enemies under the fua , noconly prevailed among the
ommoa French {oldiery throughout this whole war, but even
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B0 0K deportment had been fuch as gave a very unfavor- ﬂ
111.  able impreflion of his character. When the Britifh ‘
1759 fquadron advanced to the attack, inftead of vifiting ]

in perfon the citadel and the batteries, in order to :

encourage and animate his people by his exhortation !
and example, he retired out of the reach of danger i
to a diftant plantation, where he remained a tame L
fpedtator of the deftru@ion in which his principal i
town and citadel were involved. Next morning, i
when he ought to have exerted himfelf in prevent. b
ing the difembarkation of the Englith troops, who k
had a difficult (hore and violent furf to furmount, d
and when he might have defended the intrenchments W
and lines which had been made to oppofe theirland- o
ing ; he abandoned all thefe advantages, and took t
_ Ihelter among the mountains that were deemed t
inaccellible. Y
§ V. But, howfoever deficient the governor might t
have been-in thearticle of courage, certain it is the I
inhabitants behaved with great {pirit and activity in W
* defence of therr country. They continually haraffed 0
the {couring detachments, by firing upon them from p
woods and fugar-plantations, which laft the Englifh |
burned about their ears in refentment. "Their armed D
negroes were very expert in this kind of bufh- fight- b
ing. The natives or militia appeared in confiderable G
parties, and even encountered detached bodies of fr
the Britilh army. A lady of mafculine courage, f
whofe name was Ducharmey , having armed her t
infected officers of diftin®ion, who ought to have been ex- 2
empted from thefe prejudices, by a betrer acquaintance with f

life, and a more liberal turn of thinking,
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flaves, they made feveral bold attempts upon an ad-
vanced poft , occupied by Major Melville, and
threw up intrenchments upon a hill oppofite to the
ftation of this officer, who had all along fignalized
bimf{clf by his uncommon intrepidity , vigilance,
and conduét. At length the works of this virago
were {tormed by a regular detachment, which,
after an obftinate and dangerous conflit, entered
the intrenchment {word in hand, and burned the
houfes and plantations. Some of the enemy were
killed, and a great number taken. Of the Englifh
detachment twelve foldiers were flain, and thirty
wounded , including three {ubaltern officers, one
of whom loft his arm. The greatelt body of the
enemy always appeared at the governor’s head-quar-
ters, where they had raifed a redeubt, and thrown
up intrenchments. From thefe a confiderable de-
tachment advanced on the fixth day of February,
in the morning, towards the citadel, and fell in
with an Englifh party , whom they ergaged with
great vivacity ; but, after a fhort though warm dif-
pute, they were obliged to retire, with fome lofs.
Without all doubt, the inhabitants of Guadaioupe
purfued the moft fenfible plan that could poffibly
have been projected for their own fafety. Inftead
of bazarding a general engagement again(t regular
troops, in which they could have no profpect of
fuccels, they refolved to weary them out, by main«
taining a kind of petty war in feparate parties, to
alarm and harafs the Englifh with hard duty ina
fultry climate, where they were but indifferently
fupplied with provifion and refrefhment. Nor werg
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their hopes in this particular difappointed. Both the
army and the navy were invaded with fevers and
other difeafes, epidemical in thofe hot countries ;and
the regimental hofpitals were fo crowded, that it
was judged convenient to fend five bundred fick
men to theifland of Antigua, where they might be
properly attended.

§ VI.In the mean time, the tedu@ion of the iflan-
ders on the fide of Guadaloupe appearing more and
more impracticable, the General refolved to transfer
the feat of war to the eaftern and more fertile part of
the ifland, called Grand.- terre . which, as we have
already obferved, was defended by a firong battery,
called Fort- Louis. In purfuance of this determina-
tion, the great fhips were fent round to Grand - terre,
i order to reduce this fortification , which they ac-
cordingly attacked on the thirteenth day of February.
Aftera fevere cannonading, whichlafted fix hours i
a body of marines being landed, with the H ghlan-
ders’, they drove the enemy from their intrenchs
ments fword in hand, and, taking poffeflion of the
fort, hoifted the Englifh colors. In a few days after
this exploit, General Hopfon dying at Baffeterre ,
the chief command devolved on General Barringron,
whorefolved to profecute the final redu@ion of the
Hland with vigor and difpatch. As one {tep towards
this conqueft, the Commodore ordered two (hips of
war to cruife off the iftand of St. Eultatia , and pre-
vent the Dutch traders from allifting the natives of

7 "
A re-enforcement of two or three hundred Hichlanders

had joined the flcet immediately before the troops landed da
Guadaloupe.
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Guadaloupe, whom they had hitherto conflantly
fupplied with provifions, fince they retired to the
mountains. General Barrington, on the very firlt
day of his command , ordered the troops who were
encamped to {irike their tents and huts , that the
enemy might imagine he intended to remain in this
quarter; butin afew days the batteries in and-about
Bafleterre were blown up and deftroyed, the de-
tachmentsrecalled from theadvanced polts, and the
whole army re-embarked, except one regiment,
with a detachment of artillery, left in garrifon at the
citadel, the command of which was beflowed on
Colonel Debrifiy, an accomplifhed officer of great
experience, The enemy no fooner perceived the
coaft clear than they defcended from the hills, and
endeavoured to take poffeflion of the town, from
which however they were driven by the fire of the
citadel. They afterwards erected a battery, from
whence they annoyed this fortification both with
fhot and fhells, and even threatened a regular attack ;
butasoften asthey approached the place, they were
repulfed by fallies from the caftle . In the mdft of
thefe hoftilities, the gallant Debrifay, together with

Najor Trollop, one lieutenant, two bombardiers,
and feveral common foldiers, were blown up, and
perithed, by the explofion of a powder-magazine at
the flanked angle of the fouth-eaft baltion. "The con-
fufion neceflarily produced by fuch an unfortunate
accident encouraged the enemy to come pouring
down from the hills, in order to make their advantage
of the difalter ; but they were foon repulfed by the

* The battery which they raifed was attacked at noon,taken;
and deftroyed by Captain Blomer, of the fisty - ficft regiment,

CHAPR;
XI,
1759




BOOK
Iil.

1759

288 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

fire of the garrifon. 'The General, being made ac-
quainted with the fate of Colonel Debrifay , confer-
red the government of the fore upon Major Melvil,
and fent thither the chief engincer to repair and im-
prove the fortifications.

§ VIL In the mean time, Commodore Moore hay-
ing received certain intelligence that Moaf, de Bom-
part had arrived at Martinique, with a fquadron ,
conlifting of eight fail of the line and three frigates,
having on board a whole battalion of Swifs ; and
fome other troops, to re-enforce the garrifons of the
ifland, he called in bis cruifers, and failed immedi-
ately tothe bay of Dominique, an ifland to wind-
ward, at the diftance of nine leagues from Guada-
loupe , whence he could always fail to oppole any
defigns which the French commander might form
againft the operations of the Britith armaments. For
what reafon Mr. Moore did not fail immediately to
the bay of Port - Royal in Martinique , where he
knew the French fquadron lay at anchor, we Mhall
not pretend to determine. Had he taken that ftep
M. Bompart mult either have given him battle , or
retired into the Carenage , behind the citadel; in
which laft cafe, the Englith commander might have
anchored between Pigeon -ifland and Fort - Negro,
and thus blocked him up effectually. By retiring to
Dominique, he left the fea open to French privateers,
who roved along the coalts of thefe iflands, and
in a very little time carried into Martinique above
fourlcore merchant - fhips belonging to the fub-
jects of Great-Britain. Thefe continual depreda-
tions committed under the nofe of the Englifh

Commodore




GEORGE IL 289

Commodore irritated the planters of the Englifh
flands , fome of whom are faid to have circulated
unfavorable reports of that gentleman’s charaer °.
§ VIill. General ‘Barrington being left with no
more than one fhip of forty guns for the prote@ion of
the tranfports, formed a plan of profecuting the war
in Guadaloupe by detachments, and the fuccefs fully
anfwered his expectation. He determined to make a
delcent on the divifion of the ifland called Grand-
terre, and for that purpofe allotted {fix hundred men 3
who, under the command of Colonel Crump, landed
between the towns of St. Anneand St. Frangois, and
deftroyed fome batteries of the enemy, from whom

® The reafons affigned by the Commodore for his conduct in
this particular are thefe : —The bay of Dominique was the only
place in which he could rendezvous and unice his fquadron.
Here he refrefhed his men, who were grown fickly in confe-
quence of {ubfifting on {alt-provifion. Here he fupplied his Thips
with plenty of freth water. Here he had intercourfe once or
twice every day with General Barrington, by means of {mall
veflels which paffed and repalled from one ifland to the other.
By remaining in this fituation, he likewifz maintained a com.
munication with the Englifh Lesward-Iflands, which beingina
defencelels condition, theirinhabitants were conftan:ly folicit.
ing the Commodore’s protection; and here he {usported the
army, the commander of which was unwiliing that he fhould
remove to a greater diftance. Had he {ailed to Port-Royal, he
would have found the enemy’s {quadron fo difpofed , that he
could not have attacked them, uniefs M. de Bompart had been
inclined to hazard an action. Had he anchored in the bay, all
his ¢ruifers muft have been employed in conveying provifions
and {tores to the fquadron. There he could not have procured
either fieth provilions or water; nor could he have had any
communication with, nor intelligence from, the army in the
Leeward Jilands, in lefs than eight or ten days.

Vor. VIL v
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he fuftained very little oppofition. While he was thus
employed, a detachment of three hundred men at-
tacked the town of Gofier, which, notwithftanding a
fevere fire, they took by ftorm, drove the garrifon
into the woods, fet fire to the place, and demolithed
the battery and intrenchment raifed for its defence.
This fervice being happily performed, the detach-
ment was ordered to force their way to Fort-Louis,
while the garrifon of that caftle was directed to make
two fallies, in order to favor their irruption. They
accordingly penetrated with fome lofs fuftained in
forcingafirong pafs, and took pofleflion of a battery
which the enemy had raifed againft the Englith camp
in the neighbourhood of Fort-Louis. The General,
having hitherto fucceeded in his defigns, formed the
fcheme of furprifing at one time the three towns of
Petit-bourg, Gonoyave, and S. Mary, fituated on
the Baffeterre-fide of the little Cul de Sac, and com-
mitted the ‘execution of it to the Colonels Crump and
Clavering: but the night appointed for the fervice
proved exceedingly dark and tempeftuous, and the
Negro-conductors were fo frightened, that they ran
feveral of the flat-bottomed boats on the fhoals that
{kirt this part of the ifland. Colonel Clavering landed
with about eighty men; but found himfelf fo entan-
gled with mangrove trees, and the mud fo impaffably
deep, that he was obliged to re-embark, though not
before the enemy had difcovered his defign. This
proje& having mifcarried , the general detached
the fame commanders, whofe pallantry and condud
cannot be fufficiently applauded, with a detachment
of fifteen hundred men, including one hundred
and fifty volunteers from Antigua, to land i a
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bay not far from the town of Arnonville; at the
bottom of the little Cul de Sac, under the protecion
of his Majelty’s thip Woolwich. The enemy made
no oppofition to their landing ; but retreated, zs the
Englith advanced, to aftrong intrenchment thrown
up behind the river Licorve, a poft of the utmoft
importance, as it covered the whole country as far
as the bay of Mahaut; where provifions and fupplies
of all forts were landed from St. Euftatia. The river
was rendered inaccelfible by a morafs, covered with
mangroves, except at tWo nafrow _paﬁ"es, which
they had fortified with a redoubt, and intrenchments
well pallifaded, mounted with cannon, and defended
by a numerous militia : befides; the narrow roads,
through which only they could be attacked, were
interfected with deep and wide ditches. Notwith=
ftanding thefe difadvantages, the Englith comman.
ders determined to bazard an affaule, While four
field-pieces and two howitzers maintained a conftant
fire upon the top of the intrenchments, the regiment
of Duroure and the Highlanders advanced under this
cover, firing by platoons with the utmoft regularity.
The enemy , intimidated by their cool and refolute
behaviour, began to abandon the firlt intrenchment
on the left. Then the Highlanders drawing their
fwords, and fultained by part of the regiment, threw
themfelves in with their ufual impetuoﬁty, and
followed the fugitives pell -mell into the redoubt,

of which they took poffeflion : but they Pclﬂ
maintained their ground within the intrenchments
on the right , from whence they annoyed the

affailants both with mufketry and cannon. In half
Va2
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an hour, an occafional bridge being made, the
Englifh troops paffed the river, in order to attack
this poft, which the enemy abandoned with preci.
pitation : notwithftanding all their halte, however,
about feventy were taken prifoners, and among
thefe fome of the moft confiderable inhabitants of the
ifland. This advantage colt the Englifh two officers
and thirteen men killed, and above fifty wounded.
§ 1X. The roads being mended for the paflage of
the artillery, the troops advanced towards Petit-
bourg, barafled in their march by flying bodies of
the enemy, and arrived lace at night on the banks of
the river Lizarde, the only ford of which the French
had fortified with ftrong intrenchments, protected
by a battery of four cannon, erected on a riling
ground in their rear. Colonel Clavering, while he
amufed them all night at this place by a conftant fire
into their lines, tranfported in two canoes, which he
Jaunched about a mile and a half farther down the
siver, a fuficient pumber of troops, by day-break, to
attack them onsthe other fide in flank, while he
advanced in front at the head of his little army ; but
they did not think proper to fultain the affault. On
the contrary, they no fooner perceived his intention,
than they forfook the poft, and fled without order.
Colonel Clavering, having palled the river, purfued
them to Petitbourg, which they bad alfo fortified ;
and here he found Captain Uvedable, of the Grenada
bomb-ketch, throwing fhells into the redoubt. He
forthwith fent detachments to occupy the neighbour-
ing heights; a circumftance which the enemy no
fooner obferved, than they deferted the place, and
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retired with great expedition. On the fifteenth
day of April Captain Steele deftroyed a battery at
Gonoyave, a ftrong polt, which, though it might
have been defended againft an army, the French
abandoned at his approach, after having made a halty
difcharge of their artillery. At the fame time Colonel
Crump was detached with feven hundred men to the
bay of IMahaut, where he burned the town and bat-
teries, which he found abandoned, together with a
vaft quaantity of provifions, which had been brought
from the ifland of St. Euftatia, Colonel Clavering,
having left a fmall garrifon at Petit-bourg, began his
march on the twentieth day of the month towards
St. Mary’s, where he underftood the enemy had
collected their whole force, thrown up intrenchments,
and raifed barricadoes: but they had left their réar
unguarded. The Englifh commander immediately
detached Colonel Barlow, with a body of troops to
attack them from that quarter, while he himfelf
advanced againft the front of their intrenchment.
They ftood but one cannon-thot, and then fled to
their lines and batteries at St. Mary’s, the flanks of
which were covered with woods and precipices.
When they perceived the Englifh troops endeavour.
ing to furmount thele difficulties, and turn their
lines, they quitted them, in order to oppofe the
defign; and were immediately attacked with fuch
vivacity, in the face of a fevere fire of mufketry and
cannon, that they abandoned their ground, and
fled in the utmoft confufion, leaving the field and
all their artillery to the victors, who took up their
quarters for the night at St. Mary’s. Next day, they

Va
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entered the charming country of Capefterre, where
cight hundred and feventy negroes belonging to
onc planter furrendered at difcretion. Here Colonel
Clavering was met by Meflieurs de Clainvilliers and
Duquerny, deputed by the principal inhabitants
of the ifland to know what capitulation would be
granted. Thele he conducted to Petit bourg, where
they were prefented to General Barrington, who
confidering the abfence of the fleet, the fmall number
of bis forces, daily diminifhing, the difficulty, of
the country, and the poffibility of the enemy’s being

re-enforced from Martinique, wifely took the ad- -

vantage of their prefent panic, and fettled terms of
capitulation without delay. The fanity of this refolu-
tion foon appeared. The inhabitants had jult figned
the agreement, when a meffenger arrived in their
camp, with information, that V. de Beauharnois,
the general of the French iflands, had landed at St.
Auvne’s, to the windward, with a re-enforcement
from Martinique, confilting of fix hundred regulars
from Europe, about fifteen hundred volunteers,
befides a great number of the militia drafted from the
companies of Martinique, with a great fupply of
arms and ammunition, mortars and artillery, under
convoy of the fquadron commanded by M. de
Bompart, who no fooner learned that the capitula-
tion was figned, than he re-embarked the troops and
ftores with all poflible expedition, and returned to
Martinique. Thus we fee the conquelt of this im-
portant ifland, which is faid to produce a greater
quantity of fugar than is made in any of the Englifh
plantations, was as much owing to accident as to the
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valor of the troops and the condué of the general:
for, had the re-enforcement arrived an hour fooner
than it actually landed, in all probability the Engli(h
would have found it impracticable to finifh the
redu@ion of Guadaloupe. Be that as it may, the
ratives certainly deferved great commendation, not
only for perfevering fo gallantly in defence of their
country, butalfo for their fortitude in bearing every
fpecies of diftrefs. They now quitted the Dosd’Ane,
and all their other pofts, and returned to their ref-
pective habitations. The town of Baffeterre being
reduced to a heap of aflies, the inhabitants began to
clear away the rubbilh, and ere& occafional theds,
where they refumed their feveral occupations with
that good-humor fo peculiar to the French nation;
and General Barrington humanely indulged them
with all the affiftance in his power.

§ X. The fmall iflands of Defeada, Los Santos,
and Petit-terre were comprifed in the capitulation of
Guadaloupe. Theinhabitants of Marigalante, which
lies about three leagues to the fouth-ealt of Grand-
terre, extending twenty miles in length, fifteen in
breadth, flat and fertile, but poorly watered and ill
fortified, having refufed to fubmit when fummoned
by the fquadron to furrender, General Barrington
refolved to reduce them by force. He embarked a
body of troops on board of tranfports which failed
thither under convoy of three fhips of war and two
bomb.veflels from Prince Rupert’s Bay, and at their
appearance the iflanders fubmitting, received an
Englilh garrifon. Before this period, Commodore
Moere having received intelligence that M. de

Vg
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Bompart had failed from Martinique, witch defign to
land a re-enforcement on Guari;nloupe, and that his
fquadron was feen feven leagues to windward of
Marigalante, he failed from Prince Rupert’s Bay, and
turned to windward., Afeer baving been beaten
about for five days to very little purpofe, hereceived
notice from one of his cruifirs, that the French Ad-
miral had returned to Martinique; upon which infor-
mation he retired quietly to his former ftation in the
bay of Dominiaue, the people of which were fo
infolent as to affirm, in derifion, that the Englifh
fquadron failed on ane fide of the ifland, and the
French upon the other, that they might be fure of
not meeting; but this, without doubt, was an
impudent calumny

§ XI. General Barrington, having happily finifhed
the conqueft of Guadaloupe, gave notice to the Com-
morsore, that be intended to fend back part of the
troops, with the tranfports, to Fngland, aboutthe
beginning of July. In confequence of this intimation,
Mr. Moore failed with his fquadron to Bafleterre-road,

*® The Commodore declares that he carried a prefs-£:il night
and day, in order to come up with the French fguadron, and
took every ftep that could be devifed for that purpofe. He fays,
if he had purfued any other courfe, the French commander
might have run into the road of St. Kit's, and deftroyed or
taken a great number of merchant-fhips which were then
loading with fugars for England.

He fays he tried every firatagem he could contrive for bring-
ing M. de Bompart to action. He even fint away part of his
fquadron out of fight of the inhabitants of Dominique that they
might reprefent to their friends at Martinique his force much
inferior to what it real'y was; but this expedient had no effect
upon M. de Bompart, who made the beft of his way to Cape
Frangois , on the ifland of Hifpaniola.
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where he was next day joined by two fhips of the line
from England, which rendered him greatly fuperior
infirength to the commander of the French fquadron,
who had retired to the ifland of Grenada, lying about
eight leagues from Guadaloupe. Here he was difco-
vered by the thip Rippon, whofe captain returned
immediately to Baffeterre, to make the Commodore
acquainted with this circumﬂance : but, before he
could weigh anchor, a frigate arrived, with informa.
tion that Bompart had quitted Grenada, and was
fuppofed to have directed his courfe to Hifpaniola.
The Commodore immediately difpached the Lud-
low - caftle with this intelligence to Admiral Coates,
who commanded the fquadron at Jamaica. General
Barrington baving made a tour of the ifland, in
order to vifit and repair fuch fortifications as he
thought neceffary to be maintained, and the affairs
relating to the inhabitants being entirely fettled, he
fent the Highlanders, with a body of drafts, to North-

A merica, under convoy : he garrifoned the principal
firengths OF the ifland , and left the chief command
to Colonel Crump, who had for fome time acted as
brigadier - general, Colonel Clavering having been
fent home to England with the account of the capi-
tulation. Colonel Melville, who had fignalized
himfelf in a remarkable manner ever fince their firft
landing, continued governor of the citadel at Baffe-
terre; and the command at Grand - terre was con-
ferred on Colonel Delgarno. Three complete regi-
ments were allotted as a fufficient guard for the whole
ifland , and the other three were embarked for Eng-
land. General Barrington himfelf went on board the
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Roebuck in the latter end of June, and took his de-
parture for England. Abouta month after, the tranf-
ports, under convoy of Captain Hughes, with a
fmall fquadron, fet fail for Great. Britain, while
Commodore Moore, with his large fleet, directed
his courfe to Antigua.

§ XII. While this armament had been employed
in the conquelt of Guadaloupe, North - America ex-
hibited ftill more fanguinary fcenes of war and de-
vaftation, which, in order properly to introduce,
it will be neceflary to explain the fteps that were
taken on this continent, previous to this campaign.
In October of the preceding year, agrand affembly
was held at Halton, about ninety miles from Phi-
ladelphia; and there peace was eftablitbed, by a
formal treaty between Great- Britain and the feveral
nations of Indians inhabiting the country between
the Apalachian mountains and the lakes. The
Twightwees, however, fettled between the river
Ohio and the lakes, did not affift at this treaty,
though fome {teps had been taken towards an alliance
with that people. The conferences were managed
by the governors of Pennfylvania and New - Jerfey,
accompanied by Sir William Johnfon’s deputy for
Indian affairs , four members of the council of Penn-
fylvania, fix members of the affembly, two agents
for the province of New - Jerfey, a great number of
planters , and citizens of Philadelphia, chiefly qua-
kers. They were met by the deputies and chiefs of
the Mlohawks, Oueidoes,and Onondagoes, Cayugas,
Senecas, Tufcaroras, Nanticoques, and Conoys, the
Tutelees, Chugnues, Delawares, and Unamies, the
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Minifinks, Mohicons, and Wappingers; the whole
number including their women and children, amount-
ing to five bundred. Some of the Six-Nations,thinking
themfelves aggrieved by the Britilh colonilts, who
bad imprifoned certain individuals of their nation,
and had killed afew, and treated others with con-
tempt, did not fail to exprefs their refentment, which
had been artfully fomented by the French emiffaries,
even intoan open rupture. The Delawares and Mini-
finks, in particular, complained that the Englith had
encroached upon their lands, and on that account
were provoked to hoftilities: buttheir chief, Teedy-
ufcung, had made overtures of peace; and, in the
character of ambaflador from all the ten nations, had
been very inftrumental in forming thisaffembly. The
chiefs of the Six-Nations, though very well difpofed
to peace, took umbrage at the importance affumed
by one of the Delawares, over whom, as their del-
cendants, they exercife a kind of parental authority ;
and on this occafion they made no {cruple to difclofe
their diffatisfaction. The bufinefs, therefore, ofthe
Englifh governors at this congrefs was toafcertain the
limits of the lands in difpute, reconcile the Six-Na-
tions with their nephews, the Delawares, remove
every caufe of mifunderftanding between the Englifh
and the Indians, detach thefe favages entirely from
the French intereft , eftablifh a firm peace, and in-
duce them to exert their influence in perfuading the
Twightwees to accede to this treaty. Thofe Indians,
though pofleffed of few ideas, circumfcribed in their
mental faculties, ftupid, brutal, and ferocious,
conduct themfelves, neverthelefs, in matters of
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importance to the community,, by the gencral ma.
xims of reafon and juftice; and their treaties are al-
ways founded vpon good fenfe, conveyed in a very
ridiculous manner. Their langoage is guttural, harh,
and polylyllabical; and their fpeech confifts of
hyperbolical metaphors and fimilies, whichinveltit
with an air of dignity, and heighten the expreffion.
They manage their conferences by means of wam-
pum, 2 kind of bead, formed of a hard (hell, either
in fingle ftrings, or fewed in broad belts of different
dimenfions, according to the importance of the fub-
je&. Every propofition is offered, every anfwer
made, every promife corroborated, every declara-
tion attelted, and every treaty confirmed, by pro-
ducing and interchanging thefe belts of wampum.
The conferences were continued from the eighth to
the twenty - fixth day of O&ober, when every ar-
ticle was fettled to the mutual fatsfadion of all
parties. The Indian deputies were gratified with a
valuable prefent, confifting of looking- ¢laffes,
knives, tobacco-boxes, {leeve-buttons, thimbles,
fheers, gun-locks, ivory-combs, fhirts, fhoes,
ftockings, hats, caps, handkerchiefs, thread, clothes,
blankets, gartering, ferges, watch-coats, and a
few fuits of laced clothes for their chiefrains. To
crown their happinefls, the flores of rum were
opened : they drank themfelves into a flate of brutal
intoxication, and next day returned in peace to
their refpective places of habiration.

§ XIII. This treaty with the Indians, who had
been debauched from the interelt of Great: Britain,
aufpicioufly paved the way for thofe operations
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which had been projected againft the French fettle.
ments in Canada. Inftead of employing the whole
ftrength of the Britifh arms in North-America againit
one objedt, the miniftry propofed to divide the forces
and make impreffions on three different parts at once,
that the enemy might be divided, diftracted, and
weakened, and the conquelt of Canada completed
in one campaign. Thatthe fuccefs might be the more
certain, the different expeditions were planned in
fuch a manner as to co-operate with each other,
and even join occafionally; fo practicable was it
thought for them to maintain fuch a correfpondence
as would admit of a junction of this nature. The
project of this campaign impoited, that General
Wolfe, who had diftinguifhed himfelf {o eminently
in the fiege of Louilbourg, fhould proceed up the
river St. Laurence , as foon as the navigation fhould
be clear of ice, witha body of eight thoufand men,
and a confiderable fquadron of fhips from England,
to undertake the fiege of Quebeck, the capital of
Canada : that General Amherft, who commanded in
chief, fhould, with another army of regular troops
and provincials, amounting to twelve thouland men,
reduce Ticonderoga and Crown - Point, crofs the
lake Champlain, and, proceeding along the river
Richelieu to the banks of the river St. Laurence,
join General Wolfe in the fiege of Quebeck: that
Brigadier - General Prideaux, with a third body, re-
enforced with a confiderable number of friendly In-
dians, affembled by the influence and under the com-
mand of Sir William Johafon, fhould inveft the French
fort erected by the fall or cataract of Niagara, which
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was certainly the moft important poft of all French
America, as it in amanner commanded all the interior
parts of that vaft continent. It overawed the whole
country of the Six-Nations, who were cajoled intoa
tame acquiefcence in1ts bcmr built on their territory :

it fecured all the inland- tmde, the navigation of the
great lakes, the communication between Canada
and Louifiana, and opened a paflage for inroads into
the colonies of Great-Britain., It was propofed,

that the Britifh forces, baving reduced Niagara,
fhould be embarked on the lake Ontario, fall down
the river St. Laurence, befiege and s Montreal ,
and then joio or co- operate with Amherft’s army.
Befide thefe larger armaments, Colonel Stanvix
commanded a fmaller detachment for reducing fmal-
ler forts, and fcouring the banks of the lake Ontario.
How far this proje@ was founded on reafon and mili-
tary knowledge may be judged by the following
particulars, of which the projectors were not ig-
norant. The navigation of the river St. Laurence is
dangerous and uncertain. The city of Quebeck was
remarkably firong from fituation and fortification ,
from the bravery of the inhabitants , and the number
of the garrifon. MMonfieur de Viontcalm, an officer
ofgreat courage and adivity , kept the field between
Montreal and Quebeck, with a body of eight or
ten thoufand men, confilting of regular troops
and dilciplived militia, re-enforced by a confi-
derable number of armed Indians; and another
body of referve hovered in the neighbourhood of
Montreal, which was the refidence of Monfieur
de Vaudreuil, governor- general of Canada, The
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garrifon of Niagara confifted of above fix hundred
men ; the march to it was tedious and embarraffed ;
and Monfieur de Levi fcoured the country with a
flying detachment, well acquainted with all the
woodsand paffes. Withrefpectto General Amher(t’s
thare of the plan, the forts of Ticonderoga and
Crown-Point ftood in his way. The enemy were ma-
fters of the lake Champlain, and poffeffed the ftrong
fort of Chambly, by the fall of the river Richelien,
which defended the pafs to the river St. Laurence.
Even had thefe obltacles been removed. it was hardly
poffible that he and Mr. Wolfe (hould arrive at Que-
beck in the fame inftant of time. The firft that reached
it far from being in a condition to undertake the fiege
of Quebeck, wovld bave run the rifk of being en-
gaged and defeated by the covering army ; in which
cafe, the other body mufl have been expofed to the
moft imminent hazard of deftruction, in the mid@
of 20 enemy’s country, far diftant from any place of
fafety to which it could retreat. Had thefe difafters
happened, and, according to the experience of war,
they were the natural confequences of the fcheme,
the troops at Niagara would in all probability have
fallen an eafy facrifice , unlefs they had been {o fortu-
pate as to receive intellizence time enough to ac-
comphh their retreat before they could be inter-
cepted. The defign would, we apprehend, have
been more jnftifiable, or at leaft not fo liable to ob-
je&ion, had Vir. Amherft left two or three regiments
to prote@ the frontiers of New-Yark, and joining
Mr. Wolfe with the relt, failed up the river St. Lau-
rence to befiege Quebeck. Evenin that cafe, the
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whole number of his troops would not have been
fufficient, according to the practice of war, to inveft
the place, and cope with the covering enemy.
Neverthelefs, had the enterprife fucceeded, Mont.
calm mult either have hazarded an engagement
againft great odds, or retired farther into the coun.
try : then the route would have been open by land
and water to Montreal, which could have made lictle
refiftance. The two principal towns being taken,
and the navigation of the St. Laurence blocked up,
all the dependant forts muft have furrendered at dif.
cretion, except Niagara, which there was a bare
poflibility of fupplying, atan incredible trouble and
expenfe, from the diftant Miflifipi; but, even then,
it might have been befieged in form, and eafily re-
duced. Whateverdefects there might have been in
the plan, the execution, though it mifcarried in fome
cllential points, was attended with furprifing fuccefs.
The fame good fortune that profpered the Britifh
arms fo remarkably in the conqueft of Guadaloupe
{eemed to interpofe Rill more aftonifhingly in their
favor at Quebeck , the fiege of which we fhall record
in its proper place. At prefent, we muft attend
the operations of General Amherft, whofe feparate
army was firlt in motion, though fuch impediments
were thrown in his way as greatly retarded the
progrefs of his operations; impediments faid to have
arifen from the pride, infolence, and obflinacy of
certain individuals, who poffefled great influence
in that part of the world, and employed it all to
thwart the fervice of their country.

§ X1V, The fummer wasalready faradvanced before

General
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General Amherft could pafs lake George with his

-{orces, although they met with no oppofition, and

reach the neighbourhood of Ticonderoga , where ,
in the preceding year, the Britifh troops had fuftain-
ed fuch a terrible difafter. At firlt the enemy
{eemed determined to defend this fortrefs: but per-
ceiving the Englifh commander refolute , cautious,
and well prepared for undertaking the fiege ; having
moreover , orders to retreat from place to place,
towards the centre of operations at Quebeck , rather
than run the leaft rifk of being made prifoners of war;
they in the night'of July the twenty-feventh aban-
doned the polt, after having in fome meafure difs
mantled the fortifications , and retired to Crowns:
Point, afort fituated on the verge of lake Champlain.
General Amherft, having taken pofieflion of this
important. polt , which effectually covered the
frontiers of New - York , and fecured to himfelf
a fafe retreat in cafe of neceflity, ordered the works
to be repaired, and allotted a firong garrifon for its
defence. This acquifition, however, wasnot made
without the lofs of a brave accomplifhed young
officer, Colonel Roger Tow athend , who, in re-
connoitring the fort, was killed witha cannon-(hot,
and fell near the fame fpot which in the former year
had been enriched with the blood of the gallant Lord
Howe, whom he ftrongly refembled in the circums-
fiances of birth, age, qualifications, and character.

§ XV. While the General fuperintended the repairs
of Ticonderoga, and the men were employed in
preparing batteaux and other veffels, his {couting
parties hovered in the neighbourhood of Crown-
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Point, in order to watch the motions of the enemy.
From one of thele detachments he received intelli-
gence, on the firlt day of Augult, that the enemy
bhad retired from Crown- 7(11'“ He immediately
detached a body of rangers }‘ac'm e him, to take pof-
feflion of the place : then he embarked with the reft
of the army , and on the fourth day of the month
landed at the fart, where the tre 0ops were lmmcd:ately
encamped. Hisnext care was to lay the foundation of
a new fort, to be maintained for the further fecurity
of the Britifh dominions in that part of the country,
and pm'*icul'v}y for preventing the inroads of fcal-
ping parties, by whom the plantations bad been
dreadfully infe(ted. Here information was received
that the enemy hadretired to the ifie aux Noix, at
the other end of the lake Ch 1amp lain, five league

k] iy
on the hither fide of St. John’s; that Ll‘ilx fmcc en-
camped in that place , under the command of M. de
Bmicrn‘(c;uc confified of three ‘,::&tt;ﬂéons and five

; :

1 Canadians ..mi ma-
nd five
IOV m.J with a numerous
e was occupied by four
with cannon, and manned
with piquets of different regi

I)nnl ':(u reg 1‘ ar troops, witi

rines, amounti

hundred effective men
artillery ; and that the
large vellels , mounte

ments , under the com-
mand and dire@ion of M. le Bras, a captain in the
French navy, aflifted by M. de | W"i, and other fea-
officer

In confequence of this intimation, General
Ambherlt, who had fome time employed Captain Lo-
ring to fuperintend the DL‘jaumo of velle 1“ At ] iconde-
roga, bt.ng refolved to have the

lake, directed the captain to build w ul. all i,u.;.b}c
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expedition a floop of fixteen guns, and a radeau
eighty - four feet in length, capable of carrying fix
large cannon: Thefe, together with a brigantine,
being finithed , victualled, and manned by the ele-

venth day of October, the General embarked with

the whole of the troops in batteavx, in order to at-
tack the enemy ; but next day , the weather growing
tempeftuous, was obliged to take [helter in a bay on
the wellern (hore, where the men were landed for
refrefhment. in.the mean time, Captain Loring,;
with his fmall {quadion, failing down the lake, gave
chafe to a French fchooner , and drove three o} their
fhipsinto a bay, where two of them were funk, and
the third run a- ground by their own crew ; who el
caped : one, however, was repaired and brought
away by Captain Loring, fo that now the French
had but one fchooner su;mminw General Amherft;
after having been fome days wi d bound ; re- ems
barked his forces’, and proce down the lake;
but the ftorm , w]n ch had 'um.d beginning to

low with redoubled fury, fo as to fwell the
waves mountain high ; the fealon for action being
elapfed,, and winter fetting in with the moft
tigorous feverity ; he faw the impollibility of ac-
complifhing his defign, and was ob liged to defift:
Returning to the fame bay where he had been
fheltered, he landed the troops, and began his
march for Crown- Point; where he arrived on the
t\.mL,- firft day of October. Having fecured a
fuperiority on the lake, he now employed all his at-
tention in rearing the new fortrefs at Crown-Pointy
together with three fmall out-forts for its better
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defence ; in opening roads of communication with
Ticonderoga, and the governments of Maffachufett’s
and New Hampfhire ; and in making difpofitions for
the winter-quarters of his troops, {o as to protectthe
country from the inroads of the enemy.

§ XVI. During this whole fummer he received not
the lealt intelligence of Mr. Wolle’s operations, ex-
cept a few hints in fome letters relating to the ex-
change of prifoners, that came from the French gene.
ral , Montcalm , who gave him to underftand, that
Mr. Wolfe had landed 1n the neighbourbood of
Quebeck , and feemed determined to undertake the
fiege of that city; that he bad honored him (the
French general ) with feveral notes, fometimes
couched in a foothing ftrain, fometimes filled with
threats ; that the French army intended to give him
battle, and a few days would determine the fate of
Quebeck. Though Vir. Amher(t was ignorant of the
proceedings of the Quebeck-fquadron, his commu.
nication continued open with the forces which noder-
took the fiege of Niagara; and he received an account
of their fuccels before he had quitted the lines of
Ticonderoga. General Prideaux, with his body of
troops , re-enforced by the Indian auxiharies under
Sir William Johnfon , advanced to the cataract of
Niagara, without being expofed to the leaft incon-
venience on his march ; and invefting the French for-
trefs about the middle of July, carried on his ap-
proaches with great vigor till the twentieth day of
that month, when, vifiting the trenches, he was
unfortunately f{lain by the burfting of a cohorn. Mr.
Ambherft was no fooner informed of lus difalter, than
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he detached Brigadier-General Gage from Ticonde-
roga. to aflflume the command of that army. In the
mean time, it devolved on Sir William Johnfon, who
bappily profecuted the plan of his predecellor with
all the fuccels that could bave been defired. The ene-
my , alarmed with the apprehenfion of lofing a place
of fuch importance, refolved to exert their en-
deavours for its relief. They aflembled a body of re.
gular troops, amounting to twelve bundred men,
drawn from Detroit, Venango, and Prefque-1Ifle;
and thefe, with a number of indian avxiliaries, were
detached, underthe command of Monf{ieur d’Aubry,
on an attempt to re-enforce the garrifon of Niagara.
Sir William Johnfon having rebclved intelligence of
their defign , made a difpolition to intercept them in
their march. In the evening he ordered t]u, light in-
fantry and picquets to poft themfelves to the left, on
the road leading from Niagara- falls to the fortrefs :
thefe were re-enforced in the morning with the grena-
diers, and part of the forty-fixth regiment, com-
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Mafley ; and ano-
ther regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Farquhar,
was pofted at the tail of the works, in order to {up-
port the guard of the trenches. About eight in the
morning , the enemy being in fight, the [ndians in
the linglsfh army advanced to fpeak with their coun-
trymen who ferved under the French baunners; but
this conference was declined by the enemy. Then
the French Indians having uttered the horrible fcream
called the war-whoop, ‘which t by this time had loft
its effec among the Britifh forces , the enemy began
the a&tion with impetuofity : but they met with fuch
X3
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a hotreception in front, while the Tndian auxiliaries
fell upon their flanks, that in a little more than half
an hour their wholearmy was routed, their general,
with all his officers, taken, and the purfuit continued
through the woods for feveral miles with confider-
able flaughter. "‘l‘ie battle, which } happened on the
twenty-fourth day of July, having been fonght in
fight of the bienrh garrifon at Niagara, Sir William
Johnfon fent Major Harvey with a trumpet to the
commanding officer, to P refent him with a lift of
feventeen officers taken in the engagement, and to
exhort him to furrender before more blood was fhed ,
while he had it in his power to refirain the Indiaps.
The commandant, baving certified himfelf of the
truth, by fending an officer to vifit the prifoners,
agreed to treat, and in a few hours the capitulation
wasratified. The garrifon, confiting of fix hundred
and feven effective men, marched out with the honors
of war, 1n order to be embarked in veffels on the laLe,
and conveyed in the moft expeditious manner to New-
York. They laid down their arms when they em-
barked ; but were permitted to keep their baggage,
and , by a proper eicorte, protedted from the favage
micmue and rapacity of Ll ndians. All the women
were conducted, attheir own requeft, to Montreal;
and the {fick and wounded , who could not bear the
:‘ati@:ue of travelling , were treated with humanity.
This was the femud complete wuc‘ry obtained on
thc, continent of North- A*;enca » In the courfe of
the fame war, by Sir William Johnfon, who, with-
out the help of a military education , fucceeded fo
fignally 1 the field by diat of inpate courage and
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natural fagacity. What remarkably charadterizes cm A P
thele battles, is the circumftance of his having taken ~ X1.
in both the commander of the enemy. Indeed, the 175%
war in general may be diftinguifhed by the fingular

fuccefs of this gentleman and the celebrated Lord

Clive , two felf-taught generals ; who , by a feries of

fhining a&tions, have demonftrated, that uninftruéts

ed genius can, Pw its own internal 1is

ght and efficacy,

rival, if not fkc,nmfc .. the aufl:hHL(i art of iiifci})liljlﬁ
and experience. Sie William Johnfon was not more
ferviceable to his country by his valor and condué&
in the field, than by the influence and authonty
which his juftice, benevclence , and integrity had
acquircd among the Indian tribes of the Six-Nations,
whom he not or‘y affembled at Niagara to the num-
ber ofeleven hundred, but alfo reffrained withia the
bounds of rroc'd order and moderation.

§ XVII. The reduétion of Niagara, and the pol
feflion of Ci‘ov*'m,_' oint, were exploits much more
eafily '1(1!1’(_ red than t’"f‘ conqueflt of Quebeck, the
great objec to which all thefe operations were fubor-
d“_-c_h. Of that we now come to give the detail,
fraught with fingular adventures and furprifing
events; in the courfe of whicha noble {pirit of enter-
prife was difplayed , and the fcenes of war were exhi»
bited in all the variety of defolation. It was about
the middle of February that a confiderable {quadron
failed from England for Cape-Breton, under the
command of Admirals Saunders and Holmes, two
gentlemen of worth and probity , who had on fe-
veral occafions fignalized their courage and conduc}
in the fervice of their country. By thb twenty-firlt

X 4

]




BooOoK

111,
1759

31z HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

day of April they were in fight of Louilbourg; but
the harbour was blocked up with ice in fuch a man-
ner, that they were obliged to bear away for Hali-
fax, in Nova-Scotia. From hence Rear- Admi 1ral
Durell was detached , with a fmall fquadron, tofail
up theriver St. Laurence as far as the ille de Coudres,
in order to intercept any fupplies from France in-
tended for QJuebeck : heaccordingly took two ftore-
fhips ; but he was anticipated by feventeen fail, laden
with provifion, ftores, and fome recruits, under
convoy ofthree frigates,, which had already reached
the capital of Canada. Mean while » Adumiral Saun.
ders arrived at Louifbourg; and the troops being
embarked , to the number of eight thoufand, pro-
ceeded up the river without further delay. The
operations by land were intrufted to the conduct of
Major - General James Wolfe, whofe talents had
fhone with fuch fuperior lufire at the fiege of Louif:
bourg ; and his fubordinates in command were the
Brigadiers Monckton, Townfhend, and Murray ;
all four in the flower of their age, who had fludied
the ml]zt'uy art, with equal eagernefs and plo..c:m(‘y,
and, though young in years, were old in experience.
The firft was a foldier by delcent, the fon of Major-
General Wolfe, a veteran officer of acknowledged
capacity : the other three refembled each other,
not only in years, qualifications, and flation, bm:
alfo in family - rank, all three being the fons of no-
blemen. The fituation of Brigadier Townfhend
was {ingular : he had ferved abroad in the laft war
with reputation, and refigned his commiffion during
the peace, in difdain at fome hard ufage he had
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fultained from his fuperiors. That his military
talents, however, might not be loft to his coun-
try , he exercifed them with equal fpirit and per-
feverance in projecting and promoting the plan
of a national militia. When the command and
dirc&ion of the army devolved to a new leader,
fo predominant in his breaflt -was the fpirit of pa-
triotifm and the love of glory , that though heir
apparent to a Briti(h peerage, pofleflfed of a very af-
fluent fortune, remarkably dear to his acquaintance,
and folicited to a life of quiet by every allurement
of domeftic felicity, he waved thefe confiderations:
he burlt from all entanglements; proffered his fer-
vices to his fovereign; expofed himfelf to the perils
of a difagreeable voyage, the rigors of a fevere cli-
mate , and the hazard of a campaign peculiarly
fraught with toil, danger, and difficulty.

¢ XVIII. The armament intended for Quebeck
failed up the river St. Laurence, without having
met with any interruption, or having perceived any
#fthofe difficulties and perils with which it bad been
reported that the mvigation of it was attended.
Their good fortune in this particular, indeed, was
owing tofome excellent charts of the river,which had
been found in veflels taken from the enemy. About
the latter end of June the land-forces were difem-
barked in two divifions upon the ifle of Orleans,
fituated a little below Quebeck, a large fertile ifland,
well caltivated, producing plenty of grain, aboun-
ding with people, villages, and plantations. Gene-
ral Wolfe no fooner landed on the ifland of Orle-
ans, than he diftributed a manifefto among the
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French colonifts, giving them to underfland,
That the King his mafler, jultly exafperated againft
the French monarch, had equipped a confiderable
armament, in order to humble his pride , and was
determined to reduce the moft confiderable French
fettlements in America. He declared, it was not
agaivft the induftrious peafants, their wives, and
children, nor againft the minifters of religion, that
he intended to make war: on the contrary, he la-
mented the misfortunes to which they muft be ex-
pofed by the quarrel: he offered them his protection,
and promifed to maintain them in their temporal
pofleflions, as well as in the free exercife of their re-
ligion, provided they would remain quiet, and take
no part in the difference between the two crowns.
He obferved, that the Englith were malters of the
river St. Laurence, fo as to intercept all fuccours
from Europe, and had, befides, a powerful army on
the continent, under the command of General Am-
herft. He affirmed, that the refolution they ought
to take was neither difficult nor doubtful, as the us
moft exertion of their valor would be ufelefs, and
ferve only to deprive them of the advantages which
they might reap from their neutrality. He reminded
them, that the cruelties exercifed by the French
upon the fubjec@s of Great-Britain in America would
excufe the moft fevere reprifals ; but Britons were too
generous to follow fuch barbarous examples. He
again offered to the Canadians the fweets of peace,
amid the horrors of war; and left it to themfelves
to determine their own fate by their own condud.
He exprefled his hope, that the world would do him
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juftice,, fhould they oblige him, by rejedingthefe cHa R
favorable terms, to adopt violent meafures. He ex- XI.
patiated upon the firength and power, as wellas 2752
upon the generofity of Great- Britain, in thus
firetching out the hand of humanity ; a hand ready

to allift them on all occafions, even when France

was, by her weakaefs, compelled to abandon them

in the moft critical conjuné&ure. This declaration
produced no immediate effect; nor, indeed, did the
Canadians depend upon the fincerity and promifed

faith ofa nation, whom their priefts had induftrion{ly
reprefented as the moft favage and cruel enemy on

earth. Poficflcd of thefe notions, which prevailed

even among the better fort, they chofe to abandon

their habitations, and expofe themfelves and familie

i to certain ruin, in provoking the inglith by the moft
urs cruel hoftilities, rather than be quiet, and confide

in the General's promife of protedion. Infiead of
purfuing this prudent plan of condué, they joined
the fcalping parties " of Indians who {kulked among

il

Ths operation of fcalping, which, to the fhame of both

|
nations, was encouraged both by French and Englith , the

{ayages performed in this manner : — The haplefs victim being
difabled, ordifarmel, the Indian, with a tharp knife, provided

and worn for the purpnfe, makesa circularincifion to the bone
round t fth

h - upper partof the head, and tears off'the fca'p with his
finzers. Previous to this execution, he generally difpatches the
prifoner by repeated blows on the hea® with the hammer-fide of
the inftrument called a tomahawk: but fome times they fave
themfel 1

ves the trouble , and fometimes the blows prove ineffec-
tual, fo that the miferable patien is found alive, groaningin the
uemoft agony of torture, The Indian flrings che {calps he has
procur .4, to be produced as a teftimony of his prowels,
and receives a premiom for each from the nation under
whofe banners he has inlifted.
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the woods, and falling upon the Englith firagglers
by furprife, butchered them with the mof® inhuman
barbarity. IVIr. Wolfe, whofe nature revolted agamlt
this wanton and perfidious cruelty, fent a letter to the
French general, reprefenting, that fuch enormities
were contrary to the rules of war obferved among
civilized nations, dilbonorable to the fervice of
France, and difgraceful to human nature: he, there.
fore, defired the French colonifts and Indians might
bereftrained within due bounds, otherwife he would
burn their villages, defolate their plantations, and
retaliate upon the perfons of his prifoners whatever
cruelties fhould, in the fequel, be committed on the
fold:ers or fubjeds of his mafter. In all probability
the French general’s authority was not fufficient to
bridle the ferocity of the favages, who continued to
fcalp and murder with the moft brutal appetite for
blood and revenge: fo that Mr. Wolfe, in order
to intimidate the enemy into a ceffation of thefe
outrages, found it neceffary to connive at fome
irregularities in the way of retaliation.

§ XIX. M. de Montcalm, who commanded the
French troops, though fuperior in number to the in-
vaders, very wilely refolved to depend upon the na-
tural ftrength of the country, which appeared almolt
infurmountable, and had carefully taken all his pre-
cautions of defence. The city of Quebeck was toler-
ably fortified, fecured with a numerous garrifon, and

- plentifully fupplied with provifion and ammunition.

Montcalm had re-enforced the troops of the colony
with five regular battalions, formed of the beft of the
inhabitants,, campletely difciplined all the Canadians




LOtht

GEORGE IL 317

of the neigbourhood capable of bearing arms, and
feveral tribes of favages. With this army he had
taken the field in a very advantageous fituation, en-
camped along the fhore of Beaufort, from the river
St. Charles to the falls of Montmorenci, every ac-
ceffible part being deeply intrenched. Toundertake
the fiege of Quebeck againlt fuch odds and advans
tages was not only a deviation from the eftabhifhed
maxims of war, but a rafh enterprife, feemingly
urged in diametrical oppofition to the dictates of
common fenfe. Vir. Wolfe was well acquainted with
all the difficulties of the undertaking; but he knew
at the fame time he (hould always have itin his power
to retreat in cafe of emergency, while the Britifh
fquadron maintained its ftation in the river: he was
not without hope of being joined by General Am-
herft ; and he was ftimulated by an appetite for glory,
which the profpeé of accumulated dangers could not
allay. Underftanding that there wasa body of the
enemy polted, with cannon, at the Poiat of Levi, on
the fouth-fhore, oppofite to thecity of Quebeck, he
detached againft them Prigadier Monckton, at the
head of four battalions, who pafled the river at night,
and next morning, having (kirmifhed with fome of
the enemy’s irregulars, obliged them to retire from
that poft, which the Englifh immediately occupied.
At the fame time Colonel Carlton , with another de-
tachment , took pofleffion of the weftern point of the
ifland of Orleans ; and both thefe polts were fortified,
in order to anticipate the enemy, who, had they kept
pofleffion of either, might have rendered it impoflible
for any fhip to lie at anchor within two miles of
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Qucbeck: Belides, the Point of Levi was within
cannoun - [hot of the cnty, againft which a battery of
mortars and artillery was immediately ere@ed. Moot
calm, forefeeing the effe ectof thismancuvre, detached
a nmi) of fixteen hundred men acrofs the river, to
attack and defiroy the works before they were com=
sleted : but the detachment fell into di {order, fired
upon each other, and retired in confufion. I hc bat-
tery being finifhed without further int-’:rmptiun, the
cannon and mortars bega

by

slay with fuch fuccefs,

thatioa little time the upper town was confiderably
damaged; and the lower town reduced to a heap of

rubk

§ XX. Inthe meantime, the eét was expoled to
the moft imminent danger. ]mmcdh"’}v after the
troops had been landed on the ifl: ch:lc wns the
wind 1ncreafed to a furious ftorm, which blew with
fuch violence, that many tranfports ran foul of one

anotlier, and were difabled. A number of boats and
fmall cm!'r foundered, and divers laree ps loft their
anchors. The enemy :'cio}\.'mp; to take advantage of

the conﬁiﬁon which they imagined [hn difalier muft
have pmrivc(‘d, prepared {even fire-(hips, and at mid.
nightfent them down from Que nr:;k among the tranf-
ports, which lay fo thick asto cover the whale furfac
of theriver, Thefcheme, though well contrived, and
feafonabl 'xwurwl was entirely defeated by the
del Ib\,:.tnc.aofmv: Lnu h Admiral, and the dexterity
of his mariners, who refolutely boarded the fire-fhips,
ana' towed them falt a-ground, where they lay burn-
ing to the water’s edge, without hav ing done the lealt
PleLl(iiC\. to the Englih fquadron. On the very fame
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day of the fucceeding month, they fent down a raft
of fire-fhips, or radeaux, which likewife confumed,
without producing any effect.

§ XXIL The works for the fecurity of the hofpital,
and the ftores on the ifland of Orleans, being finifhed,
the Britilh forces croffed the north-channel in boats,
and landing under cover of two floops, encamped on
the fide of the river Montmorenci, which divided
them from the left of the enemy. Next morning a
company of rangers pofted ina wood to coverfome
workmen were attackcd by the French Indians, and
tot"my defeated : however, the neareflt troops ad-
vancing, repulfed the Indians i their turn with con-
fiderable lofs. The reafons that induced General
Wolfe to chufe this fituation by the falls of Moat
morency, iawhich he was divided from Quebeck by
thh, and another river called St. Charles, hie explained
in a letter to the fecretary of (tate. He o;:f\,\-ul , that
the ground which he had chofe was high, and in fome

reafure commanded the oppofite fide on which the
enemy was poited : that there was a ford below the
falls paflable in every tide for fome hours at the latter
part of the ebb and beginning of the flood; and he
hoped that means might be found of palling the river
hm her up, fo as to fight the Marquis de Montcalm
upon lendsﬁdvunuqcom terms tlmu thole of directly

attacking his intrenchments. :‘\CCU}dluPlY in recon-
noitring the river Mlontmorenci, a ford was difco-
vered about three miles above; but the oppofite
banks, which were naturally fteep, and covered with
woods, the enemy had intrenched in fuch a manner,
as to render it almoft inacceflible. The efcorte was
twice attacked by the Indians, who were as often
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repulfed; buttheferencounters coft the Englifh about
forty men killed and wounded including fome of-
ficers. Some [hrewd objections might be ftarted to
the general’s choice of ground on this occafion. He
could not a& at all \Vltimu* pafiing the river Mont-
morenci at a very great difadvantage, and attacking
an enemy fuperior to himfelf in number, fecured by
redoubts and intrenchments. Had he even, by dintof
extraordinary valor, driven them from thefe firong
pofts, the fuccefs muft have colt him a great numberof
officersand men; and the enemy might have retreated
behind theriver St. Charles, which he muft alfo have
pafled under th { i‘ncd!f‘uh'mmw: befare he could
begin his operations againft the city of Quebeck.
Had his ‘zood fortune enabled him to furmount all
thefe difficulties, and after all to defeat the enemy in
a pitched battle, the garrifon of Quebeck might
have been re-enforced by the wreck of their armv;
and he could not, withany [)T()bdbl!h\? of fuccefs,
have undertaken the fiege of an extenfive fortified
place , which he had not troops fufficient to invelt,
and whofe garrifon would have been nearly equal in
number to the fum total of the troops he commanded.
At any rate, the chance of a fair cn_(_‘z';nzrtm(‘ntin the
open field was what hie had little reafon to expect in
that fituation, from the known experience and the
apparent conduc of the French seneral.  Thele ob-
jections appeared fo obvious and important, that
General Wolfe would not determine to rifk an at-
tac[x, until he had i furveyec d the upper part of the
river St. Laurence, in hopes of finding fome place
more favorable for a defcent.

§ XXIL
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§ XXIL On the cighteenth day of July ; the Ad-
miral, at his requelt, fent two (hips of war, two armed
floops , and {ome tranfports , with troops on board,
up the 11\'(‘:'; and they paffed the city of Quebeck ;
without having fuflained any damage. The General
being on board of this little armament, carefully ob-
ferved the banks on the fide of the enemy ; which
were e:\f‘v‘cm*’iy diffi rbnt from the nature of the

h |
rounda, and thefe ditfic

ficulties were redoubled by the

r

forelight and precaution of the French commander:
1 hough a delcentfeemed imprad

between th

city and Cape Rouge, where it was intended, (‘cncm'
ral Wolle; 1n'order to divide the enemy’s force, and

nce, ordered a detachment, under

the command of Colonel Carlton, to land higher up;
atthe Point an Tremble, to which place he was in=
formed a great number of the mhabitants of Quebeck
had retired with tix:‘ir molt vaiuable effe@ts. This fer-
vice was performed 1'.'5*;11 ii‘u]e lofs, and iom.f' prifoners
were broug
The general tim:: iii(.,:;;»}mmtu.l in his expectaton,
returned to [Vion adier Townl
hend had, by maintaining a fuperior fife acrofs that
river, prevented the enemy from erecting a battery,
glifh camp;

m -rgazinc was (fi!{'O'\"El'f_‘d.

pvorenci, where Bi

which would have comma 1*" d the En
and now he refolved to attack them , th(‘u zh pofi cd
to great '>GV*1'IL'1~'-"" . a“d EVETYW viere p.apz‘u‘cd to
gne him a warm rec L‘,‘)tlon His rh fign was, firlt to
reduce a detached redoubt clofe to the water’s edge ;

feeming fy {itnated without gun- {hot of the intren u.,h-
ment an the hill. Should this fortification be fupports
ed by the enemy, he forefaw that he thould be able
to bring on a general engagement: on tl:e: CON(Iary,

Vor. VIL b §
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fhould they remain tame fpedators of its reduction,
he could afterwards examine their {ituation at leifure,
and determine the place at which they could be moft
eafily atracked. Preparations were accordingly made
for ftorming the redoubt. On the laft day of July, in
the forenoon, part of Brigadier [Monckton’s brigade
was embarked in the boats of the fleet, to be tranf
ported from the Point of Levi. The two brigades,
commanded by the Brigadiers Town(hend and Mur-
ray, were drawn out , in order to pals theford when
it fhould be neceffary. To facilitate their paffage, the
Admiral bad fationed the Centurion fhip of war in
the channel, to check the fire of the lower battery, by
which the ford was commanded : a numerous train
of artillery was placed upon the eminence, to batter
and enfilade the left of the enemy’s intrenchment;
and two flat-bottomed armed vellels , prepared for
the purpole, were run a ground near the redoubt,
to favor the defcent of the forces. The manifeft con-
fufion produced among the French by thefe previous
meafures, and by the fire of the Centurion, which
was well directed 'and fultained , determined IVIr.
Wolfe to ftorm this intrenchment without further
delay. Orders were iffued, that the three brigadiers
fhould put their troops in motion at a certain fignal,
which was accordingly made at a proper timne of the
tide. Many of the boats from Point Levi ran a-ground
uponaledge that runs off a confiderable diftance from
the fhore ; and this accident occalioned a diforder,
by which fo much time was loft , that the General
was obliged to {top the march of Brigadier Townf
hend’s corps, which he perceived to be in motian.
Tn the mean tim2, the boats were floated , and ranged

]
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in proper order, thongh expofed to a fevere fire of
fhot and fhells; and the general in perfon founding
the [hore, pointed out the place where the troops
mighe difembark with the leaft difficulty. Thirteen
companies of grenadiers , and two hundred men of
the fecond American battalion, were the firft who
landed. They had received orders to form in four
diftin& bodies, and begin the attack, fupported by
the corps of Brigadier Monckton, as foon as the other
troops fhould have paffed the ford, and be near en-
ough to contribute to their afliftance. Thefe inftrucs
tions, however, were entirely neglected. Before Mr.
Monckton had landed , and while Brigadier Townf:
hend was on his march at aconfiderable diftance, the
grenadiers, without waiting to be drawn up in any
regular form, impetuoufly rulthed towards the ene-
my’s intrenchments in the utmoft diforder. Their
courage lerved only to increafe their misfortune. The
firlt fire they received did fuch execution among
them, that they were obliged to fhelter themfelves
under the redoubt which the French had abandoned
at their approach. In this uncomfortable fituation
they remained fome time, unable to form under fo
hota fire, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts of many
gallantofficers, wholaviihly expofed , and even loft

their lives in the honorable difcharge of their duty **,

* The following anecdote is fo remarkable , and tends fo
much to the honar of the Britith (oldiery, that we infert it
without fear of the reader’s difapprobation : -— Captain O_hter-
lony and Enfign Peyton belenged to the regiment of Brigadiers
General Monckton. They were nearly of an age, which did
not exceed thirty ; the firlk was a North-Briton , the other a
native of Ireland. Both were agreeable in perfon, and unble-
milhed in characier, and cennedted tngethe;by the ties of

=
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The general fecing all their endeavours abortive,
omcrcd them toretreat, and form behind IMonckton’s

nutua

1 obliged to fight a

: day that preceded the
)

o
ugh lm wound
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hurt und ";:‘.lL;!.L arm, incon nce of whicl
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brigade, which was, by thi° time, landed and drawn
up on the beach in order. They accordingly retired

hic‘lav hat fr ead, andr the captain of his watch
ana money, 1 ‘ outrage was {1 e { l'Di' Mul=
der and pi i k , ftruck
at 'm“ "t‘“t. the blow

u f':r:;:n'z‘.e vo
7

L€

barbﬂ.mn

s {hot me,

upon lm*. , and
his fLalping knife. The captain,
had no weapon for his defence , -
fwords in theaction. Thet g
endsavoured to ftrangl
upon his |
M. Peyto
quetin his

ed with crue -ty, i
1im in the belly with
with his fufil,

officers .\'ure
him ftill alive,
he was now
g exertion,
rrelled mufs

ed towards him ,
the diftance of four y
time, butitfeemed tot
turp, and wounded the et
upon him , thruft his ba
the blow, which Mr. Pe
another wound in his 1
dian’s mufket with

with his right drawing a da
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length Mr.
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in confufion, leaving a confiderable number lying on
the field , to the barbarity of the Indian favages, who

the diftance of fixty yards , clofe by the enemy’s breaftwork ,
with the French {o dier attending him. DMr. Peyton then cailed
aloud, © Captain Ochterlony, Iam glad to {-e you have atlaft
€ got under protection. Beware of that villain, who is more
€ barba:ous than the ‘avages. God bl:{: you, my dear Captain,
€ I fee a party of Indians coming this way, and expect to be
% murdered immediately. ” A number of thofe barbarians had
for fome time been employed on the left in {calping and pilla-
ging the dying and the dead that were left upon the field of
battle; and above thirty of them were in full march to deftroy
Mr. P yton. This gentieman knew he had no mercy to expect ;
for, fhould his life be fpared for the prefent, they would have
afterwards infifted upon facrificing him to the manes of their
brethren whom he had flain ; and in that cafe he would have

een put to death by the moft exeruciating tortures. Full of this
jdea , he fnatched up his mofket, and, notwithftanding his
broken leg, ranabove forty yards without halting : Feeling him-
{elf now totally difabled , and incapable of proceeding one ftep
farther , he loaded his piece , and prefented it to the two fore-
moft Indians, who flood aloof, waiting to be joined by their
fellows: while the French , from their breaft-works , kept upa
continual fire of cannon and fmall arms upon this poor, {olitary,
maimed gentleman. In this uncomfortable fituation he ftood,
when he difcerned at a diffance a Highland officer , with a party
ofhis men , {kicting the plain towards the field of battle. He
forthwith waved his hand in fignal of diftrefz , and being pet-
ceived by the officer, he detached three of his men to his af-
fiftance. Thefe brave fellows haftened to him through the midt
of a terrible fire , and one of them bore him off on his fhould-
ers. The Highland officer was Captain Macdonald , of Colonel
Frazier’s battalion ; who underftanding that a yonng gentleman,
his kinfman, had dropped on the field of battle , had.put him-
{elf at the head of this party , with which he penetrated to the
middlec of the field, drove a confiderable number of the French
and Indians befors him, and finding his relation ftill u=fcalped,
carried him off in triumph. Poor Captain Ochterlony was con-
veyedto Quebeck , wherein a few days he died of his wounds,
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maffacred the living , and fcalped thedead , even in
fight of their indignant companions. This unhappy
accident occafioned a new delay, and the day was
already faradvanced. The wind began to blow with
uncommon violedce, and the tide to make ; f{o that,
in cafe of a fecond repulfe, the retreat of Brigadier
Townlhend might have been rendered hazardous and
uncertain; Vir. Wolfe, therefore , thought proper

to defift, and returned without further moleftation to
the other {ide of the river Montmorenci. The Admi-
ral ordered the two veflels which were a-ground to
be {et on fire, that they might not fall into the hands
of the enemy. Theadvantages that favored anatrack
in this part confifted of the following particulars :
All the artillery could be ufed with good efie@; all
the troops could a& atonce; and, in cafe ofamifcar-
riage, theretreat was fecure and open, atlealt fora
certain time of the tide, Thefe, however, feemedto
be over-balanced by other confiderations. The enemy
were polted on a commanding eminence ; the beach
was covered with deepmud , flippery, and broken
into holes and gullies; the hill was fteep, and in fome
places impracticable ; the enemy were numerous,

After the reduction of that place, the French {urgeons who
attended him declared, that, in all probability, he would have re-
covered of the two fhots he had received in his breaft, had not he
been mortally woundedin the belly by the Indian’s {calping knife,

As this very remarkable {cene was acted in fight of both ar-
mies , General Townfhend, in thefequel, expoftulated with
the French officers upon the inhumanicy of keeping up fuch a
{evere fire againft two wounded gentlemen, who were difabled,
and deftitute of all hope of efcaping. They anfwered, " that the
fire was not made by the regulars, but by the Canadians and
Savages, whom it was not in the power of difcipline to reftrain,

Y 4
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80 0K and pouredin a very fevere fire from their intrench-_

111, ments. Had the attack fucceeded , the lofs of the |
1759.  FEnglifh muit have been very heavy, and that of che N |
Erench inconfiderable . becaule the neig ijhouiin?; !
woods afforded them immediate (helter; finally, the K
river St. Charles ftill remained to be paffed, before [
the town could be invefted. ;: (
§ XX Immediately after this mortifying check, ; i
in which above five hundred men, and many brave ! (
officers were loft, the General detached Brigadier 3 |
Murray , with twelve hundred men , in tranfports, N .
above the town, to co-operate w}rh Rear-Admiral (
Holmes, whom the Admiral had fent up with fome B
force againft the French hipping , which he hoped ]
to deftroy. The Brigadier was likewife mnfiructed to .
feize every opportunity of fighting the enemy’s de- |
tachments, and even of pr (mul\mg them to baitle. In :;
purfuance of thele directions , he twice attempted to ¥
land on the north-fhore; but thefe attempts were un- |
fuccefsful. The third effort was more fortunate. He 1
made a fudden defcent at Chambaud, andburneda ;
confiderable magazine, filled with arms, clothing,
provifion, and ammunition. The enemy’s fhips being f
fecured in fuch a manner as not to be approached, W |
and nothing elle occurring that required the briga-
dier’s longer {tay, he returned to the camp, with in- 1
telligence ob 'i‘) d from his prifoners, that the fort
of Niagara was taken, Crown - Point abandoned, |

and General Amhert employed in making pre-
parations to attack the corps at the Hie aux Noix
commanded by VM. Burlemaque. The difafter at
the falls of IMontmorenc: made a deep impreffion

on the mind of General Wolfe, whofe fpuit was
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[

oo great to brook the moft diftant profpe@ of
ccr:ﬂ..sf: or (‘arfﬂ:i‘;rc:'. He knew the charadter of the

derabl f

dejected even to defpondency by the molt inconfi-
le frown of adverfe fortune ; fanguine even to

{h hyperbole in a )ﬂl’ll]‘“ﬂ”‘ thuh fervants of
the pu ’hlic who have pr Uf-)mr‘ri in their underta.s.n‘m:'

clamorous to a degree of perfecution againft tho
who have V‘?i‘c;‘.rried in their endeavours, '-v?‘5“f"ut

gation of merit, without any confideration
of circumitances. A keen {enfe of thele vex:
peculiarities confpiring with the fhame of difap-
pou“ ment, and cager defire of retrieving the laurel
that he might by fome be fuppofzd to have loft at
the falls of IViontmorenci, anc d the mxpau of finding
fuch an occalion, excited an internal agitation, which
vifibly affected his external frame, zmd mfor([ercd
his whole conltitution , which was naturally delicate
and tender. Among thofe who fhared his confidence,
be was often feen to figh; he was often heard to
complain, and even in the tranfports of his chagrin
decl
to be expefed, as other unfortunate commanders
had been, to the cenfure and 1'(:""0ach of an 12n0-
rant and ungrateful populace. This tumult of the
mi;‘f%, added to the fatigues of the body he had
undergone pmuuﬂcd a fever and r‘yﬁ‘ntcry; by
which i foa fome time, he was totally difabled.

§ XXIV. Before %‘;c recovered any degree of
firength, the defired the general officers to confule
together for the g sublic utility. It was their opinion,
that the points of Levi and Orleans being leftin a

ious

e b

urn without ;uccciq

that he would never
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2

proper [late of defence, the relt of the troops {fhould
be conveved up the river, with a view to draw
the enemy from their prefent fituation, and bring
them if poflible to an engagement. This meafure,
however, was not adopted, until the General and
Admiral had roconnoitred the town of Quebeck,
with a view to a general alfault, and concluded from
their own obfervations, re-enforced by the opinion
of the chief engineer, who was perfectly well ac-
quainted with the interiors of the place, that fuch
an attack could not be hazarded with any prof-
pe of fuccefs. The hips of war, indeed, might
have filenced the batteries of the lower town; but
they could not affect the upper works, from which
they mult have fuftained confiderable damage.
When we confider the fituation of this place,and
the fortifications with which it was fecured, the
natural (trength of the country; the great number
of veflels and floating batteries they had provided
for the defence of the river ; the [kill, wvalor,
fuperior force , and uncommon wvigilance of
the enemy ; their numerous bodies of favages con-
tinually hovermg about the pofis of the Englifh, to
furprife parties and harafs detachments; we mult
own that there was fuch a combination of difficul-
ties -as might have difcouraged and perplexed the
molft refolute and intelligent commander.

§ XXV. In confequence of the refolution taken
to quit the camp at Mountmorenci, the troops and
artillery were re-embarked, and landed at Point
Levi: they afterwards paffed up the river in tranf-
ports, while Admiral Holmes made a movement
with his fhips, to amufe the enemy polted on the
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north-fhore, and the men being much crowded on cHAP.
board, the General ordered one half of them to be XI.
landed for refrefhment on the other {ide of theriver. 1759
As no poffibility appeared of annoying the enemy

above the town, the fcheme of operations was
totally changed. A plan was formed for conveying

the troops farther down in boats, and landing them

in the night within a league of Cape Diamond, in

bopes of alcending the heights of Abraham, which

rife abroptly, with a fteepafcent, from the banks of

the river; that they might take poffeffion of the
ground on the back of the city, where it was but

bu indifferently fortified. The dangers and difficulties

attending the execution of this defign were fo pecue
g, liarly difcouraging, that one wonld imagine it
I could not have been embraced but by a: {pirit of
the enterprife that bordered on defperation. The ftream
et was rapid ; the fhore fhelving ; the bank of theriver
el lined with fentinels; the landing-place fo narrow
lr, as to be eafily miffed in the dark; and the ground
d fo difficult as hardly to be furmounted in the day-
(ot time, had no oppofition been expected. If the

enemy had received the leaft intimation from fpy
or deferter, or even fufpeted the fcheme: had the
embarkation been difordered, in confequence of the
th darknefs of the night, the rapidity of the river, or
the fhelving nature of the north-{hore, near which
they were obliged to row: had one fentinel been :
alarmed , or the landing-place much miftaken, the
beights of Abrabam muft have been inftantly
fecured by fuch a force as would have rendered the
undertaking abortive: confufion would neceffarily
b have enfued in the dark; and this would have
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naturally produced a panic, which might have

£

proved fatal to the greater part of the detachment.
Thele objections could not efcape the penetration
of the gallant Wolfe, who, neverthelefs, adopted
the plan without hefitation; and even executed it
in perfon ; though at that time laboring under a
fevere dyfentery and fever, which had exhaufted
his conflitution, and reduced him almoft to an
extremity of weaknefs. The prc—v;ouq {teps being
taken ,ﬂmJ the time fixed for this h&.?,ﬂf}ou‘ultt(‘m
Admiral Holmes mmr‘i with his fquadron f&ll']'lﬁl‘
up the river, about three leagues above the place
appointed for the difembarkation, that he might
deceive the enemy , and amulfe VI dc. Boug uml}fc
whom Montcalm had detached with fifteen hundred
men to watch the motions of that fguadron; but
the Englifh rnli!?.ll'd] was directed to fail down the
river in the night, {o as to protect the landing of
the forces; and thefe orders he puncually fulfilled.
On the twelfth day of September, an hour after
midnight, the firlt embarkation, confifting of four
cormhtc regiments, the light infantry, commanded

(o)
by Colonel Howe, a detachment of Inm..mdcrs,
and the American grenadiers, was made in flat-

bottomed boats, under the immediate cowwmi of
the Brigadiers Monckton and Murray: though
General Wolfe accompanied them in perfon , and
was among the firlt who landed; and they began
to fall down with the tide, to the intended place of
difembarkation; rowing clofe to the IT.OH'!':-',['J()'.'C, 1n
order to find it the more eafily. Without any
diforder the boats glided gently along; but hy the
rapidity of the tide, and the darknefls of the night,
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the boats overfhot the mark, and the troops landed
a little below the place at which the difembarkation
was intended . As the troops landed, the boats
were fent back for the fecond embarkation, which

** How far the fuccels of this attempt depended upon
accident may be conceived from the following particulars : In
the twilight two French delcrters were carried on board a fhip
of war, commanded by Captain Smith, and lying at anchor
near the north-fhore. They told him, that the garrifon of
Quebeclk expected that night to receive a convoy of provifions,
{ent down the river in boats, from the detachment above,
commanded by M. de Bougainville. Thefe deferters ftanding
vpon deck, and perceiving the Englith boats with the troops
gliding down the riverin the dark , began to fhout, and make
a noife, declaring they were part of the expected convoy.
Captain Smith , who was ignorant of General Wolfe’s defign,
believing their affirmation , had actually given orders to point
the guns at the Britifh troops ; when the General perceiving a
commotion on hoard , rowed along-fide in perfon, and pre-
vented the difcharge, which would have alarmed the town, and
entirely froftrated the attempt.

The Trench had pofted fentries along thore, to challenge
boats and vellels, and give the alarm occalionally. The firfk
boat that contai I

I

1ed the Englith troops being queftioned accor-
dingly , a ciptain of Frazier’s regiment, who had ferved in
Holland, and who was perfactly well acquainted with the French
language and cuftoms, anfwered without hefitation to Qué viz,
which is their chal i

X

165".};’1[}5; word , Ja France: nor was he at a
lofs to anfwer the fecond queftion, which was much more
particular and difficule. When the {entinel demanded quel
regiment ? to what regiment ? the captain replied, de la
Reine , which he knaw , by accident, to be one of thofe that
compofed the body commanded by Bougainville. The foldier
took it for granted this was the expected convoy ; and f{aying
paffe, allowed all the boats to proceed without further quefs
tion, Inthe fame manner, the other fentries were deceived ;
though one, more wary than the reft, came running down
to the water’s edge, and called, * poarquoi eft-ce que vouns ue
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was fuperintended by Brigadier Town(hend. In
the mean time, Colonel Howe, with the light in-
fantry and the Highlanders, afcended the woody
precipices with admirable courage and adivity;
and diflodged a ferjeant’s guard, which defended a
fmall intrenched narrow path, by which alone the
reflt of the forces could reach the fummit. Then
they mounted, without further moleftation from
the enemy, and the general drew them up in order
as they arrived. Mounlieur de Mentcalm no fooner
underftood that the Englifh had gained the heights
of Abraham, which in a manner commanded the
town on its weakelt part, than he refolved to
hazard a battle, and began his march without delay,
after having collected his whole force from the
fide of Beauport.

parlez pas plus baut ? Why don’t you {peak with an audible
voice?”” To this interrogation, which inrplied doubt, the
captain anfwered, with admirable prefence of mind, ina foft
tone of voice, © Tais zoi, nous [erons entenrdus ! Hufh! we fhall
be overheard and difcovered.” Thus cautioned, the fentry
retired without further altercation. The midfhipman who
piloted the firft boat, pafling by the landing-place in the dark,
the fame captain, who knew it, from his having been pofted for-
merly with his company on the other {ide of the river, infifted
upon the pilot’s being miftaken, and commanded the rowers to
put afhore in the proper place, or at leaft very near it
When General Wolfe landed, and faw the difficulty of
afcending the precipice, he faid to the {fame officer, in a
familiar ftrain , * 1 don’t believe there is any poffibility of
gecting up 3 but you muft do your endeavour.” The narrow
path that {lanted up the hill from the landing-place the enemy
had broken up and rendered impaffable by crofs-ditches, befides
the intrenchment at the top : in every other part the hill was
{o fteep and dangerous, that the foldiers were obliged to pull
themielves up by the roots and boughs of trees growing on
both fides of the path.
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§ XXVI. General Wolfe, perceiving the enemy
crofling the river. St. Charles, began to form his own
Iine, which confilted of fix battalions, and the
Louifbourg-grenadiers; the right commanded by
Brigadier Monckton, and the lefc by Brigadier
Murray : to the rear of the left Colonel Howe was
pofted with his light infantry, juft returned from a
four-gun battery , which they had taken without
oppofition. VM. de Montcalm advancing in fuch a
manner as to fhow his intention was to flank the
Iefe of the Englifh, Brigadier Townfhend was fent
thither with the regiment of Amherft, which he
formed en potence, prefenting a double front to the
enemy: he was afterwards re-enforced by two
battalions , and the referve confilted of one regiment
drawnupineight fub-divifions, with large intervals.
The right of the enemy was compoled of half the
colony-troops, two battalions, and a body eof Cana-
dians and favages: their centre confilted of a column,
formed by two other regular battalions; and on the
left one battalion , with the remainder of the colony-
troops , was polted; the bufhes and corn-fields in
their front were lined with fifteen hundred of their
belt markfmen, who kept up an irregular galling
fire, which proved fatal to many brave officers,
thus f{ingled out for deftrué@ion. This fire, indeed,
was in fome meafure checked by the advanced pofts
of the Britifh line, who piqueered with the enemy
for fome hours before the battle began. Both armies
were deftitute of artillery , except two {mall pieces
on the fide of the French, and a fingle gun, which
the Englifh feamen had made thift to draw up from
the landing-place. This was very well ferved, and

CHAPR.

XI.
175%




336 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

B0 o x galled their column feve erely. Atlength, about nine

1LN.
1752

in the morning, the enemy advanced to the charge

with great order and vivacity, though their fire was

irregular and ineffe&ual. On the contrary, the

Britifh forces referved their hot until the French had

approached wichin fort ty vards of their line ; then
(

r

re . and continued the

1
char

they poured ina teriible
fire. with fuch deliberation and. {pirit, as- could not
fail to produce a very confiderable General
Wolfe was ftationed on the right, at the head of
1adiers,

where the attack was moflt warm., As he flood
1

)h > L8 - sl ‘ * ™ o
I‘}rng’u_:a regiment and the [ouithourg-gre

confpicuous in the front of the i:isc, he had been
(,
1[0

SO G B AT - - 1erp
aimed at by the enemy’s markimen, and receis ed

a fhot in the wrift; which, hf‘\\ ever,;-did not oblige
him to quit the fiel 1. H.z*mw wrapped a handker-

(H"'L‘IVS

{
chief round his hand, he continued giv
without the leaflt emotion, and advanced at the
head of the grenadiers, with their bayenets fixed,
when another ball unfortunately pierced the breaft

of this young hero who fell in the arms of

vidtory, juflt as the enemy gave way. At this very
inftant, every feparate regiment of the Britilh army
feemed to exert itfelf for u,e honor of its own pecu.
liar charad

ter. While the right preffed on with their
When the fatal ball took , finding
him{elf unable to ftand, leaned upon the {l \m.d t ui a licu-
tenant, who fat down for tha fe. This officer feeing
the I‘IU ch give way, exclaiimed, “ They run! they run!”
—% Who run?” cried the gallant Wolfe, with great
eagernels. When the licutenant -replied , © The French.’
i 8 W hat! (ﬁ;ii}[le)do the cowards run already ? then
1 die happy.” So faying, the glorious youth expired.
bayonets,

ur
L
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bayonets, Brigadier Murray brilkly advanced with ¢cua .
the troops under his command, and foon broke the  xr1.
centre ol the wnemy : then the Highlanders, drawing 1759
their broad-iwords, fell in among them with irre-
{ifible impetuofity, and drove them with great
{langhter into the town, and the works they had
raifed at the bridge of the river St. Charles. On the
left and rear of the Englifh, the adion was not fo
violent. Some of the light infantry had throwa them.
felves into houfes, where, being attacked, they
defended themfelves with great courage and refolu-
tion. Colonel Howe having taken poft with two
companies behind a fmall copfe, fallied out frequently
on the flanks of the enemy, during this attack,
and often drove them into heaps; while Brigadier
Townfhend advanced platoons againit their front:
fo that the right wing of the French were' totally
prevented from executing their GrRt intention. The
Brigadier himfelf remained with Ambherft’s regiment,
to fupport this difpofition, and to over-awe a body
of favages, pofted oppofite to the light infantry,
waiting for an opportunity to fall upon the rear of
the Britifh army. General Wolfe being flain, and,
at the fame time, Mr. Monckton dangerouily
wounded at the head of Lafcelles’s regiment, where
he diltinguifhed himfelf with remarkable gallantry,
the command devolved on Brigadier Townfhend,
who haftened to the centre, and finding the troops
difordered in the purfuit, formed them again with
all poffible expedition. This necellary talk was fcarce
performed, when M. de Bougainville, with a body
: of two thoufand frefh men, appeared in the rear
Vor. VIL Z
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of the Englifh. He bad begun his march from Cape
Roug
Britilh i

but did not comeu ; ) in time to Imve any fhare in the

as foon as he received intelligence that the

troops had gained the heights of Abraham,
battle. Mr. Townfhend immediately ordered two

battalions, with two piecus of artillery, to advance
againflt this officer, who retired, at their approach,
among woods and fwamps, where General Townf-
hend very wilely (h‘ciincd hazarding a nrecarious
attack. He had already obtained a complete victory,
taken a g“‘wt number of French officers, and was
poifelfed of a very advantageous fituation, which it
would have been m—:prndsnt to forego. The French
general, IVL. de Miontcalm, was mortally wounded
in the battle, and conveyed into Quebeck, from
whence, before he died, he wrote aletter to General
Town{bend, recommending the prifoners to that
generous humanity by whi(,h the Britifh nation is
dittinzuifhed. His fecond in command was left
wounded on the field, and next day expired on
board an Englifh fhip, to which he had been con.
\’cy ed. Abr-vt one LhoLf;md of the enemy were
made pli foners, including a great number of officers,
and about five hundred were flain on the field of
battle. The wreck of their army , after they had re-
enforced the garrifon of Quebeck, retired to Point-
au-Tremble, from whence they proceeded to Jacques
Quartiers, where they remained intrenched, until
they were compelled by the feverity of the weather
to make the beft of their way to Trois Rivieres and
Montreal. This important victory was obtained at
the expe—.nfe of ilfty men killed , including nine

r\-
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officers; and of about five hundred men wounded ;
but the death of General Wolfe was a national lofs,
univerfally lamented. He inherited from nature an

animating fervor of fentiment, an intuitive percep-

tion, an extenfive capacity, and a pafiion for glery,

which ftimulated him to acquire every fpecies of
military knowledge that {tudy could comprehend,
that acual fervice could illufirate and confirmm. This
noble warmth of difpofition feldom fails to call forth
and unfold the liberal virtues of the foul. Brave
above all eftimation of danger, he was allo gencrous,
gentle, complacent, and humane; the pattern of
the officer, the darling of the foldier: there was a
fublimity in his genius, which foared above the
pitch of ordinary minds; and had his faculties been
exercifed to their full extent by opportunity and
acion; bad his judgment been fully matured by
age and experience, he would, without doubt, have
rivalled in reputation the moft celebrated captains
of antiquity.

§ XXVIL. Immediately after the battle of Que-
beck, Admiral Saunders, who, together with his
fubordinates, Durell and Holmes, had all along co-
operated heartly with the land-forces for the advan-
tage of the fervice, fent up all the boats of the fleet,
with artillery and ammunition ; and on the feven-
teenth day of the month failed up, with all the {bips
of war, in a difpofition to attack the lower town,
while the upper part fhould be affaulted by General
Townfhend. This gentleman had employed the
time from the day of action in fecuring the camp
with redoubts, in forming a military road for the
oz
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cannon, in drawing up the artillery, preparing
batteries, and cutting off the enemy’s communication
with the country. On the feventeenth, before any
battery could be finilhed, a flag of truce was fent
from the town, with propofals of capitulation;
which, being maturely confidered by the General
and Admiral, were accepted, and figned at eight
pext morning. They granted the more favorable
terms, as the enemy continued to affemble in the rear
of the Britifh army ; as the feafon was become wet,
flormy, and cold; threatening the troops with
ficknefs, and the fleet with accident, and as a
confiderable advantage would refult from taking
polleflion of the town while the walls were in a {tate
of defence. What rendered the capitulation ftill
more fortunate for the Briti(h general, was the in-
formation he afterwards received from deferters, that
the enemy had rallied, and were re-enforced behind
Cape Rouge, under the command of M. de Levi,
arrived from Montreal for that purpofe, with two
regular battalions; and that VL. de Bougainville, at
the head of eight hundred men, with a convoy of
provifions, was a&ually on his march to throw
himfelf into the town on the eighteenth, that very
morning on which it was furrendered. The place
was not then completely invefted, as the enemy had
broke their bridge of boats, and pofted detachments
in very ftrong works, on the other fide of the river
St. Charles. The capitulation was no fooner ratified
than the Britifh forces took poffeflion of Quebeck
on the land-fide, and guards were pofted in different
parts of the town, to preferve order and difcipline :
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at the fame time, Captain Pallifer, with a body of
feamen, entered the lower town, and took the fame
precautions. Next day, about a thoufand prifoners
were embarked on board tranfports, which proceed-
ed to France with the firlt opportunity. Mean while,
the inhabitants of the country came in great numbers,
to deliver up their arms, and take the oath of tidelity
to the Englifh government. The death of Montcalm,
which was indeed an irreparable lofs to France, in
all probability, overwhelmed the enemy with
confternation, and confounded all their councils ;
otherwife we cannot account for the tame furrender
of Quebeck to a handful of troops, even after the
victory they had obtamed: for, although the place
was not regularly fortified on the land.fide, and moft
of the houfes were in ruins, their walls and parapets
had not yet fuftained the leaft damage: the befiegers
were hardly fufficient to complete the inveftiture:
a frefh army was affembled in the neighbourhood,
with which their communication continued open:
the feafon was fo far advanced, that the Britifh forces
in a lictle time muft have been forced to defilt by the
feverity of the weather, and even retire with their
fleet before the approach of winter, which never fails
to freeze up the river St. Laurence.

§ XXVIIL Immediately after the a&ion at the
falls of Montmorenci, General Wolfe had dif-
patched an officer to England, with a detail of that
difalter, written with fuch elegance and accuracy,
as would not have difgraced the pen of a Cefar.
Though the public acquiefced in his condud, they
were exceedingly mortified at his mifcarriage; and
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this mortification was the greater, as he feemed to
defpair of being able to firike any other ftroke of
importance for the accomplifhment of their !mpe
which bad afpired at the abfolute conqueli of
Canada. The firft tranfports of their chagrin were
not yet {fubfided, when Colonel Hale arrived
the fhip Alcide, with an account of the victory
and furrender of Quebeck; which was immediately
communicated to the people in an extraordinary
gazette, 'The joy which this excited among the
populace rofe in proportion to the defpondence
which the former had produced: all was rapture
and riot; all was 'riuml. and exultation, mingled
with the prafe of the a!.-ancm“[,lnnf" Wollfe,
which they exalted even to a ridiculous degree of
hyperbole. The King expreffed his fatisfaction, by
conferring the honor of knighthood upon Captain
Douglas, whofe fhip brought the firft tidings of this
fuccels; and gi' h:m and Colonel Hale with
confiderable pre A day of folemn thankfgiving
was .!ppmn*erl br,r 'rm,Lunmmn through all the
dominions of Great-Britain. The city of London,
the univerfities, and many other corporations of the
kingdom, prefeated congratulatory addreffes to his
Majeflty. The parliament was no fooner affembled,
than the fecretaryof fate, in the Houvfe of ilnmmons,
expatiated upon the fuccefles of the campaign, the
tranfcendant merit of the deceafed General, the
conduét and courage of the Admirals and officers
who aflifted in the conqueft of Quebeck. In con-
fequence of this harangue, and the motion by
which it was fucceeded, the Houfe unanimoully
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refolved to prefent an addrefls, defiring his Majefty
would order a monument to be erected in Weft-
minfter. Abbey to the memory of Major-General
Wolfe: at the fame time, they paffed another refolu-
tion, that the thanks of the Houfe (hould be given to
the furviving Generals and Admirals employed in
the glorious and fucceflsful expedition to Quebeck.
Teltimonies of this kind, while they refle¢t honor
upon the chara&er of the nation, never fail to animate
individuals to a fpirited exertion of their talents in
the fervice of the public. The people of England
weré fo elevated by the aftonifhing fuccefs of this
C‘?i'm)'li\:{n , which was alfo profperous on the cor-
tinent of Furope, that far from exprelling the lealt
fenfe of the enormous burdens which thev bore,
they, with a {piri¢ peculiar to the Britifh nation,
voluntarily raifed large contributions, to purchafe
warm jackets, flockings, fhoes, coats, and blankets,
for the foldiers who were expofed to the rigors of an
inclement (ky in Germany and America. Bot they
difplayed a more noble proof of unreftrained bene-
volence extended even to foes. The French miniftry,
firaitened in their inances, which were foundfcarce
fufficient to maintain the war, had facrificed their
duty to their king, andevery fentiment of compaflion
for hisudhappy fubj jedts, to a thirlt of vengeance, and
fanguinary views nfambltlon They had withdrawn
the ufual allowance from their fubjets who were
detained prlfmercm England; and thofe wretched
creatures, 'nmm-]tmg in number to near twenty‘
thoufand, were left to the mercy of thofe enemies
whom their fovereign had taken fuch pains to
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exafperate. The allowance with which they were
indulged by the Bricith government effedtually
fecured them from the horrors of famine; but fill
they remained deftitute of other conveniencies, and
particularly expofed to the miferies of cold and
nakednefs. The generous Englilh beheld thele
forlorn captives with fentiments of fympathy and
compaffion: they confidered them as their fellow-
creatures and brethren in humanity, and forgot
their country while they beheld their diftrefs. A
confiderable fubfeription was raifed in their behalf;
and in a few weeks they were completely clothed
by the charity of their Britilh benefactors. This
beneficent exertion was certainly one of the noblelt
triumphs of the human mind, which even the moft
inveterate enemies of Great-Britain cannot but
regard with reverence and admiration. The city
of Quebeck being reduced, together with great part
of the circumjacent country, Brigadier Townfhend,
who had accepted his commiffion with the exprels
provifo that he fhould return to England at the
end of the campaign, left a garrifon of five thou-
fand effective men, victualled from the fleet, under
the command of Brigadier Murray; and embarking
with Admiral Saunders, arrived in Great - Britain
about the beginning of winter. As for Brigadier
Monckton, he was conveyed to New-Y ork, where
he happily recovered of his wound.

END OF THE SEVENTH VOLUME.
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