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INTO THE

PRINCIPLLEL

OF

POLITICAL ECONOMY .

BB O 0 K L

OF POTULATION AND AGRICULTURE .

INTRODUCTION

~

OONOMY in generil is the art of providing
for all the wants of a family , with prudence and

frucalin
i wey thing neceflary or wfeful is fonnd wanting ,

if any thing provided
i
is loft or mifapplied , if any

fervant , an animal , 1s fupernumer. ry or allel ,
if any one toh or infirm is no ledled , we immedi

ately perceive a want of cconemy . The objet of

it , ina private family , is therefore to provide for

the nonrifinnent , the other wants , and the em

ployu ent of every individual . In the if place ,
ior the mafler , who is the head , and who directs

the who . e ; next for the children , who intereft him

Vor . 1 B
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above all other things ; and lft fer the lervants ,
who being ufeful to the head , and cifential to the

well - being of the family , have therefore a title to

Liccome an object of the mafter ’ s care and concern ,

The whole
economy

mult be directed by the

head , wiio 1s both Tord and fleward of the family .
It is however neeclfary , that thele two oflices be

not confounded with one anotlier . As lord , he

cftablifhes the Lows ol his economy ; as fleward, ) he

puts them in execution , As lord , Le may refiren

and give his commands to all within the houfe as

he thinks proper ; as fteward , he muil conduct with

gentlencefs and addrefs , and is bound by Lis own

regulations . The better the economift , the more

uniformity 1s pefeived in all his altions , and the

Iefs liberties ave tzlen to depart from flated rules ,

He is no ways ruadler © bras through the laws

of his cconnny , althoueli in every re [pect Lie may
keep cach mdividnd within the oul , mothe molt

geexndl fubordinatuon wo Lis connie Leonony
¬ard novering Cen ma pivate Lendly preiong'

erefulc two di.viecent ddaas , and hive Siu tao4 rent ul Lin ,

What economy ie malady , polideal ceono¬

my is in a fate with theie ddfential dillerences

however , that in a flute ere are no fon ants , all
are children : thee a family way be formed when
and Low a mun plealis , nd he may flab hi what

plan of economy he thinin firs butities are found

furtned , and the cconomy ot hele depends upen
a hound circumitances . The fiatedman { Was 1s
a general tern to fignify the head , according tw
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the form of government ) is neither mailer to

cfiablifh what cconomy he pleales , or in the ex¬

ercife of his fublime authority to overturn at will

the ¢Aublifhad laws of it , let him be thc moll del¬

poetic monarch upon earth .

The great art therefore of political economy

is , firlt to adnut the different operations of it to the

fpivir , manners , hasits , and cufloms of the peopls ,

and afterwards to model thefe circunitances fo , as

to be able ro introduce a fet of new aud riore

ul : fol mnftitations .

The principal object of this lcience is to fecure a

ceriiin fund of fublifience for all the mhabitunts ,

to obviate every circumitiuce which muy reudss

it precarious ; to provide every thing necctliry for

fupplying the wants of the fociety , and to em oy

the inhabitanes ) fuppofing them to be freeman ) in

fuch a manner as naturally to create reciprocal re¬

lations and dependencies between them , { 5 as to

make their foveral interclis lead thera to funyly one

another with their reciprocal waits .

If ene corfiders the variety which is found iu

different countries , in the difiibution of property ,

fubordination of clafles , genus of peovle , proceci¬

ing { rom the variety of furms of government , laws ,

and manners , one may conclude , that the politica

economy in each muft neceitanily be diflerent , aad

that principles , however univearially tue , may be¬

come quite ineflecinal in pracace , witout a { ui¬

ficient preparation of the {pirit of a people .

It is the Lulinels of a fatclman to judge of the

exnediency cf diferent fchemes of cconomy , and

be
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by dezrees (vo medal ihe minds of his fubjes fo as

to indice them , frou the alluvarent of private in¬

terefl , to concur in the exceution of his plan .
The fpeculative perfon , who removed from the

practice , extracis the principles of this leience from

obfervation and r¢ficéticn , fhouid diveil himielf , as

far os pollibie , of every prejudice , m favor of

eftubhiflicd cpinions , however realenable , when

examined rclarively to particuisr nations : he wnuft

do nis uuncll to vecoine a ciizen of the world ,

comparing enlior iz , cxuriningninutely inflitutions

which ap pei wife . when be dal rent countries they
are found to produce aifferant elfeéts : he fhould

examine the cafe ol { uch dillerences with the umoft

diligence and attention . It is from fuch inquiries
that the true princinles ave difcoverad .

He who tales up the pen noe tis fnbjedt , keep¬
0 : 3 0) ls own or any other

country , will fil move naamat

ing in his eve the cus

vo a defeription
of onc potiiculy oOo cf tn , than into an exa¬

mination of Ine werenice in general :&
he will avon sae hinds righty
admin : licred at noone : he vw con the which

are adunniliorad wil shales bee , wohoat conse

paring dilterent aol ERR EE catime PDC plan
in diferent counties Le wal aot ean ari eh
the ditiedvani : cos ich soe een oo the tie\[RER04

tion , from the procsad fren tee shade .
For this revlon 2 lund

tis LUCIO tae ihaston
of a Frenchy , an excite dt of an Lana ,
One who looks into ro CRICUION OF hots , moeact 1
countiv , and iu every Linnch of dagen ,
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will difcover the real ¢ff =Cls of thefe impofitions ,
and be able to diftinguifh what proceeds from

abufe , from what is eflintial to the burden .

Nothing is more eflein . ] towards preparing the

fpirit of a people to receive a goed plan of econo¬

my , thin a prop - t reprefentation of it . On the other

hand , nothing is better calculated to kecp the

flatefman , who 1s at the head of affairs , in awe .

When principles are well underflood , the real

confequences of burdenfome inflitatinns are clearly
feen : when tho purpoles they are intended for ,
are not obtained , the abufe of the fat { man ’ s ad¬

miniftration appears palpable . People then will

not fo much cry ont againft the 1mnoiuen , as

againft the mifupplicution . Lt wii net be @ land

tax of four fhillings m1 the pound , nor un exciic upon
wines and tobacco , which will excite the murmurs

of a nation ; twill be the prodigal diifipation and

mifapplication of the amount of thefe taxes after

they are laid on . But when principles are not kirown ,
all inguiry is at an end , the moment a naticn can

be engiged to fubmit to the burden . Itis the fame

with regard to every other part of this { cience ,

Having pointed out the ubjelt of my purfuir , I

fhall only add , thatmy intention is to attach my¬
{elf principally to a clear deduction of principles ,
and a fhortapplication of then to familiar examples ,
in order to avoid abliraCion us muchas poiiible . I

farther intend to ¢ . oniine my fell to fuch parts of this

extenfive fuhjedl , as thallappoar the inoftinterelling
in the general fyitem of modern politics , of which

¥ oll wear with thar feiric of therty , which reigns
B 2
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more and more every cay , threurhout all ihe po¬

lirr and flourithins nations of Furope .
Wien ! compas “ the Cleat puiurmances

which

have appeared 1a Gre t Britain and in France with

my dry and ab { ladted manner of trezting the ime
fubicc , ine plain linguaze void of crmament , own

I ndifcouraged on many accounts . If I am ob¬

fig - d to fot out by Lyin sdown as fundamental prin¬
cip ' es the moll obvious truths , Udrezd the impu¬
tation of pedantry , wnd of pretending to tar com¬

mon nfe nto [ eience . Md follow thele principles

through a minute detail , I maw appear trifling , 1

therefore hope the reader will believe me , witen |
tell him , that thefe delells have not efcaped my

difcernmient , but that my genius , the nature of the

work . and the connexion of the {uh <ét , have ob¬

liged me to write in an order and in a flile where

every thing has been facnficed to serie . iy .
My principal ar fhall be to difcover truth , and

to enable my reader to touch the very link of the

chain where may at any time go aftray .
My buiinels fal

but to reafon confequentially ; end it any thing
new be found , it wil be in the conctafions .

Long fleps in pohiieal reafoning fend to error ;
clofe reafoning is tedious , « nd to ma y apoears
trivial : this however moft he my plain , and my
confolation is , that the further I advance , 1 fail

become the more nrerefling .

Every fuppoiition mufl be confidered as frilly
Telative to the circumftances prefuppofed ; and
though , in order to prevent mifapplication , and

a
1 ] not he to feck for new thonghits ,
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to avoid abftradtion as much as poflible , I frequently
make ule of examples for illullrating every prin¬

ciple ; yet thefe , which are taken from mutters of

fat , mult be fuppofed divefted of every foreign
circnmflance inconfiftent with the fuppolition .

I {liall combat no particular opinion in { uch in¬

tricate matters ; though fometimes I may pefs them

in review , in order to point out how I am led to

differ from them ,

I pretend to form no {yflem , but by following
out a fucceffion of principles . confiftent with the

natnre of man and with one another , I {hall en¬

deavour to furnifii f > me materials towards the form¬

ing of a good one .

Ba
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€C HAP 1

Of the Government of Mankind ,

Man we find adling uniformly in all aves , in aif

countries , and in all climates , from the principles
of felf - interuft , expediency , dary , or paiiou . fu

this hie is alike , in nothing elfe

Thele motives of human actions produces fuch a

variety of combinations , thu it we coofiler the

feveral fpecies of animals in the creation , we {hall

find the individuals in no clds fo unite 10 one

another , as man to man . No wonder thea il people
differ 1m opinion with regard to every tung which

relates to man ,

As this noble animal is a fociuble creature , both

from neceflicy and inclination , we aifs Lint . in all

ages , climates and countries , a certain od - feation
of government and { ubordination eltblilicd AMONg
themr Here again we are prefened wiili as great

variety as there are different focierics 5 all howover
agreeing in this , that the end ofa cole + ibord¬
ination to authority is with a view te uomote the

general good .
Conflantand uniterrmned ex prrience has yproved

to man , thatvircie and jaltice in hole who . Luvern ,
are futlicient to render the loctety hi

DY under

any form of government Virtue and Juliice when

applied to government mean no move than a tender
alfeion for the whole fociety , and an exact und

impartial regard for the intereft of every clafs ,
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All actions , and indeed all things , are
gor

nd ov

bad only by relation . Nothing is¢ complex as

relations when confidercd with regard to a focicty ,
and nothing is fo difienlt az wo Llcover umtiwhen

mvolved and blended with thief
:

We mult not conclude from this , tht every

operation of governmentbecom es problematical nd

uncertain as toits confeauences : fomuareevidendy

good ; others are notorioudly bad : the wid die terms

are always the leelt client , and ho re complex

titey appear to a diiceining eye , the snore wiviul

thoy are found to be in dhelr imuncdiate conde

relics ,
A covernment mu Dzcontinual ' y inaction , and

one principal ohio of iis attention oat be , the

contcquences and ¢fvtis of new imflindons

Expericuce alon . will thow , what homen pru¬

dence could notifier fos ; and mit mud be correc

todd as often as exp eliency reqitires ,
SH

svernmeants have vio ey cali ©

sented laws ; butiondament : , thats , had 3C
o

ANY3, CAI NICVeY { ulin Smolin Sahil [ ESTERSST] fLvar !

himeg we now : the only fundamenl aw , fakes
none , muftever berelative 2, like ever y ot aur thingdda .i
Buc this is rather a mavim than a law .

{ tis however expedient , nay ablolutelv necelfary ,
that 11 every fate , certain laws be fuppoled funda¬

mental and invariable : both to ferve as acurb to the

ambition of nidividuals , and to point out to the

flatebman the ont - lines , or fketch of tha plan
«
ct

government , which experience has proved to hed

belt adapted wo the buitof his people .
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Such laws may even be confidered as actually
invariable , while a tate fubfifis withont convulfions

or revolutions : hecaufe then the alterations are fo

gradual , that they become imperceptible to all ,
but themoft difcerning , who comparcthecultoms
and manners of the fame people in dificrent periods
of time and under different combinations of circnm¬

flances .

As we have taken for granted the fundamental

maxim , that every operation of roveriiment fhould

be calculated for the good of the people , fo we may
with equ : l certainty decide , thatin order to make

a people happy , they muft be governed according
to the fpirit which prevails among them .

Iam nextto explain what I mean by the fpirit of

a people , and to fhow how far this fpirit muft be

made to influence the government of every Jociety .

CHAP IL

Of the Spirit of a People .

The fpirit of a people is formed upon a fet of

received opinions relative to three obiedts ; morals ,
government , and manners : thefe once generally
adopted by any fociety , confirmed by long and

conftant habit , and never called in queftion , form
the bafis of all laws , regulate the form of every
government , and determine what is commonly
called the cuftoms of a country .

‘ Yo know a people we muft examine themunder
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thofe general heads , We acquire the knowled se of

their morals with eale , by confultiny the tenets of

their religion , and from whatis tovshtamong them

by autherity and under direction .

The { ccond , orgovernment , ismore Cif wifed ,

as it is conflantly changing from circunitances ,

partly refulting from domeflic and partly from for¬

eign confiderations . A thorough knowledge oftheir

hiftory , and converfation with their flatefmen , may

give one , who hasaccefsto thele helps , a very come

petent knowledge of this branch .

The laft , or the knowledge of the manners of 2

people . is by far the moft diflicult to acquire , and

yetis the molt open to every perfon ’ s obfervation .

Certain circumftances with regard to manners are

fuppofed by every ene in the country to be fo well

known , fo generally followed and obferved , that

it feldom cccurs to any body to inform a flranger
concerning them . In one country nothing is fo

mjnrious as a ftroke witha flick , or even a geflure
which implies a defign or a defire to firike * : in

another a fireke 1s nothing , but an onprobrious
expreflionis notto be borne f . Aninnocent liberty
with the fair fex , which in one country poffes with¬

out cenfure , is lovked upen in anotheras the higheft
indignity §. Ingeneral , the opinion ofa people with

regard to mjuries is eftablifhed by cuftom enly , and

rothing is mere necellary in government , than an

exaclatrention to every circumflance peculiar to the

people to be governed .

* France . + Germany . § Spain ,
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The kingdom of Spain was loft for a violence

com itted mpon chafivy #0 the city of Genoa for

a bluw +: the Hnodoms of Naples and Sicily lave!
I .

F
for many sos under the dominion of flruinrs ,

ever heen peady to revolt ; bee nfe hwving been

the people have never been aovirned a wertine
to the vue fro of their aonmers Love eandnde

the revolivions of all connerices , and save { hal Hind ,
tht the mater ercamfhinecs Love Bad a oreat¬

er mflumee ou fhe evn , than the more wei hey
1 rreafors , which we elwovs fot forth as die redano¬

tives . 1 need not ciloroe np on this fuljedt , my
tention is only to Deft an idea which any one

mav purlie , and whch will be policd upon mmy
occ . ltons as we go along ; for there iz no treating
any puint which r . 2ards the poliieal econumy of

a nation , wiihoat accomp mying tie exo mple with

fome fupoflition relative to the {pirit of the people ,
I return .

I have fad , that the mol &iffiont thing to learn

concerning a people , is the {pirit of their manners .

Confiquently , the maf dillicl : thing ira dfie nger
to adopt , 13 ther nmanuer Men ceauire the lin¬

guige , nay even lolc thie forelnnacoenr , bef re they
lTofe the oddiry of thor manner , Lhereafonis pli
The inclinations multbe changed , the taite of amufe¬

ment mull be new modelled ; ¢ilablithed maxinis

* By Rudorigo , the Lf Ki - g of th : Gothic ine

tT Given by on Auftrian ( fic r to 9 Conoefe , which cee
caftoned the rove : {a L347 , by which the Gormans wos
cupid the ty ,



Cuar . II . POLITICAL ECONG : IY . 23

upon government , manners , nay even upon { ome

moril “ations , muft underso certain new modifi¬

cations , before the firanger’s converfation and heha¬

viour becomes conlifient with the [pirit of the

people with whom he lives .

From thefe confiderations , we may find the reafon ,

why nothing is more heavy to bear tant he sovern¬

ment of conquerors , in {pit te of all their endeavours

to render themfelves agre2uble to the conquered .
Of this experience has ever proved the truth , and

princes are {0 much per
faded of 1t, that wien a

county is fubdued in our days , or when | it other¬

wife chang . s millers , there 1s fuldom any queltion
ot altering , but by very flow degrees and length of

lime , the eas Lilied Laws and enftias of the inha¬

bitentss , 1 mighe fafely fay , there is no form of
‘

government upon earth fo excellent in wis , a3 ,

neeefl wily, to muaie eth e people ha ;
pp u

underit . Free .

NEY
witl not make a hopy ,

mad ec undone >» CeTiaiin me oaications ,
their ettihinthed Lbs ,

living explined wit Utmean by the [pirit ofa

eon , come nes to conlidur , Row far this ipirit
mult iniluoice government .

LU aavernments be tien in general, we fall ind

them annlogons © the {pirit of the people . Bug

the point under confideration 1x, how a { lhicefm n

i510 proceed , when expedioney and refinement

require 1 chirce of admindbagon , or when it

becomes neeeiliry from ach nse of crea nltances .

dhe srestaiterauon in the afluirs of burope within
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thefe three centuries , by the difcovery of America

aud the Indies , the fpringmg np of indullry and

learning , the introduéiion of trade and the lux¬

urions , arts , the eftablithment of public credit , and

a general fyftem of taxation , have entirely altered

the plan of goverminent every where

From feudal and nudiiary , it is become free and

commercial . 1 oppole frecdom in government to

the feudal fyftem , only to mask dot there is not

fcund now , that chan of fuberdinniion among the

fubjedts , which made the dlicntiil part of the feudal

form . The hicad there Lad Liele

passat
and the

lower claffes of the people Little Harty , Now every

induflrious man , who Lives with cconomy , 1s free

and independent , under moft forms of government .

Formerly , the power of Cie barons { wallowed up the

independency of all inferior clufles , 1 oppofe com¬

wnercizl to miiriary , only becanfe the niilitary go¬

VOrRIICnt : NOW ai de to fut from the confe¬

gricaees and cdlecis ol commerce : thurs , fromthe

yevenne of the fie ) proceed : fon taxes . For¬

icity , ov ory thing was beonght about by numbers ;

tow , nuinbers of wan canaot be Kept together
without mon cy.

1 is 1s 6 H

Teveitien in tae pondic flue , and of confuquence
i the maaers of Furepe .

The dnit ciap ple cline : no duabt of nlelf ,
but by dow degrees . Uhe fae geneldiion cum

monly adheres to the Jane princes , and retasus

the func ipirit . In
ny counny we find two ge¬

1nerations upon the flige at a time ; that is © fay ,
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we may diftribute into two clafles the {pirit which

prevails ; the one amongft men between twenty and

thirty , when opinions are forming ; the other of

thofe who are paft fifty , when opinions and habits

are formed und confirmed . A perfon of judgment
and obfervation may forefee many things relative to

government , from wn exadl application to the rife

aud progrefs of new cuitoms and opinions , provided
he preferve his mind ree from all attachments and

prejudices , in favor cf thole which he himfelf has

adopted , and in that delicacy of fenfation necel¬

fary to perceive the influence ofa change of cir¬

cumflances . This is the genius proper to form a

great { tatehman ,

In every new flep the {pirit of the people fhould

be firft examined , and if that be not found ripe for

the execution of the plan , 1t cuglt to be put of ,

kept entirely fecret , and every method ufed to

prepare the people to relifh the innovation .

The project of introducing popery into England
was blown before it was put in pradtice , and fo

suifgave , Queen Elizabeth kept her own feeret ,
and fucecedid in a funilar attempt . The { cheme

of a general excile was pufhed with too much viva¬

city , was made a matter of party , ill - uimed , and the

people nowife prepared for it ; hence it will be the

miore difficult to bring about at another time , with¬

out the greatedt precautions .
ba woaing and working upon the {pirit of a

peovie , nothing is impollible to an able flatefl¬

man . Whena people can be engaged to murder

their wives and <hildien , and burn themfel ~
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thol > fentiments which may induce them to relith

tiie change , which an alteration of circumliances

has rendered nucceilary .
Can any change be greater among free men , than

from a flate of abloluze liberty and indepencency to

become fuliject to conftraint in the moft trivial ac¬

tions ? This change has
however

tulen place creer

all Europe witiun thele three hondred yeas , as
1d yet

than over our fatherswe thin curielves more fice

were . Formerly a gentleman who enjoveda bitot

Iand knew rot whit it wis io lave any demand

made upon hin , bitin virte ofobliziions ty hime

folf contacled . He ditpoled of tie frus of the

earth , and of the Thor of his { ervants or vailals , as

he thoughtfir . Every thing was beugat , fold , wanf¬

ferred , tranfportad , moditied , and compcled , for

private confumption, or fornpublic ule , without ever

the flite ’ s being once found ruerefled in svhat was

doing . This, Liaw, was formerly the general fitun¬

tion of Lurope , am
iS

free muons under a regular

admiration ; ancl the only impoavens commonly
knowin to andl lane' s 4 men were made in cenfe¬

( uence of a contract of { ubordination , feudal or

other , which had certain hrsitations ; and the im¬

politions were appropriated for certain purpofes .

Daily experience hows , that nothing 1s more

againil the mciinatons of a people , than the unpo¬
fitton of ixes ; and the lels they are cccuttomed to

them , the wore difliculditis to get thom eitablifhed .

The arent abule of governors in the application of

taxes con ributes notaditile waugmentand entertain

this reno nancy in the governed : butbefides abule ,

Vou . | . C
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there is often too little manzuament nfed to prepare

the fpirits of the people for [ uch innovations : for

we { ce them upon many occafions Ibmiitting with

chearfulnefs to very heavy impofitions , provided
they be well - timed , and conlifient with their man¬

ners and difpolition . A I ' rench gentleman , who

cannot bear the thought of being put upon a level

with a peafant in paying a land tax , pays contea¬

tedly , in time of war , a general tax upon all his

cliects , vnder a differant name . To pay for vour
head is terrible in one counuy ; to pay for light
appears as terrible in another .

It often happens , that Natefimen take the hint of

new impofitions from the example of other vatious ,
and not from a nice examination of thir own

domeftic curcunflances . But when thele are sighily
attended to , it becomes eaiy to dilcover the means

of executing the fame plan , ina way quite adanted
to the {pirit , temper , and circomftances of the

people . When {irinzcrs sie einployed as fatefmen ,
the diforder i full Seater , unlefs in cafes of molt

extraordinary pencration , temuer , and wbove all

flexibibity and diferctioi ,

Satelmen have [ omietimes recourfe to artifice

inficad of reafon |, becauie their intentions ofien

are not upright This dellroysall coundince between
them and the people ; and confidence is nec Jury
when youareina manner ¢hliced to afia favor , or
when atleaft what you demand is net uidifpatably
vourright . A people thus tricked into anim pufition ,
thongh expedient for their prelpetity , wii ! uppuie
violently , at another time , a like mealire . even

when ellential to their prefervation .
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At other times , we fee flatefmen prefenting the

allurement of prefent eafe , precilel : at the time

when people ’ s minds are belt difpoled to receive a

burden . I mean when war threatens , and when

the mind is heated with a refentment of injuries .
Is ic not wonderful , at fuch a time as this , to

increafe taxes only in proportion to the intercit of

money wanted ; des not this imply a fhort - fighted¬
nefs , or at lealt an indifference as to what is to come ?

Is it not more natural , thata peeple thould confent

to come undcr burdens to gratify revenge , than

fubmit to repay a large debt when their minds are

in a flate of tra uility.
From the examples I have given , I hope what

I mean by the Ipirit of a people is fufficiently
underftood , and 1 think I have abundantly fhown

ithenecefiity of its
being

properly difpoled . In order

to eflablifh a right plan of
cconemy.

This is fo true ,

that many examples may ke found , of a veople ’ s
rejedling the molt benehicial infliutions , and even

the areatedt favors , only Lecats { ome circumflance

liad fhocked their abcd cufiome . No wonder

then , if we fee them reule to come under limi¬

tations , reftraints and burdens , when the utmoft

they can be flattered with from them , is a diltant

profpeci of rauonal good .
I have found it neceflary to premile thefle

general
reflexions , in order to obviate many obiedilons whic

might naturaliy enough occur inthe perufal of this

Bain
1 {hull have occafion ic 1nxke a number

of fuppofitions , and to draw confequences fr

them , which are abundantly natural , if a proper
. 2
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fpirit m the peaple be prcupuoled , but which

wonla be far { rom being wetral without this

cxample , that a poorfuppolton , 1 fuprole , for

man , loaded with many ehildren , would be shad
to have the tare meintan thom that another ,

wio has wed Loeds , wonid be obliced to one

who wonld pratniionny hodd ham a farm - henfe

upon it , Yerin boo { uppoitions 1oway prove
r ,Lemiftalen ; bor Sohiers there are , who would roles

fee their children doad than out of thew hands ;
and proprietors are wo be found , who , for the
fake of hang , would lay the fineft country in

Lurope into a walle ,

In order to communicate an adequate idea of

what underfland by political economy , 1 have

the obit
«od , other

explined the term , by pomting cut

of the art ; which is , to provide i

neccdliries , and employ ment to every one of the

Ieiety ,
Se C .
his is avery ( unde sid a very ceneral methed

oi detnios woneil complicated coeration ,
= 4 1

To provide a pooper cmplovinent for ail the

members of a foee 0 othe firme as to maled

and condndt every broach of their comecrns .

Upon this tlev . boaomi , muy be formed the

moi extentive Hae Loan hugubny nto tie principles
ot poitticil econ nw ,

The next thing to he done , is to fall upon a

dittindt method of anddyany fo extenive o fubjedt
by CONTIVINT a inant of ices , vanch may be

dicccied towerds every part of the pla , aid which ,
at the ane tise . ney demade toariie methodically

from one another .
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For this purpofe I have taken a hint from what

the late revolutions in the politics of Europe have

pointed out to be the regular progrefs of mankind ,

from great fimplicity to complicated refinement .

This firft book {hall then fet ont by taking up

fociety in the cradle , as 1 may fay I ihall then

examine the principles which influence their mul¬

tiplication , the method of providing for their fub¬

fillence , the origin of their labor , the efledts of

their liberty and {lavery , the difiribution of them

into claffes , with fome other topics which relate

to mankind in gereral ,
Here we {hall find the principles of indufiry

influencing the multiplication of mankind , and

the cultivation of the {oil . This I have thrown in

on purpofe to prepare my reader for the fubject
of the fecond book ; where he wiil find the fame

principle ( under the wings of liberty ) providing
an ealy fubfiftence for a numerous populace , by
the means of trade , which fends the labor of an

induflrious people over the whole world .

From the experience of what has happened
thefe laft two hundred years , we find to what a

pitch the trade and indufiry of Europe has increafed

alienations , and the circulation of meney . 1 fall ,

theretore , clofely adhere to thefe , as the moft

immediate confeqienc
ment ; and , by ann

third book , in which I intend wo weat of credit .

We fee aifo how credit hos engaged nations to

avail themfelves of 11 mr their wars , and how , by
the uie of it , they have been led to contrat

G3

ces ef the preceding improve
lyzing them , I hal ! form my
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debts ; which they never can fuify and pay ,

without impofin con <0 The defirine then of debits

ard aes will very ner close that of credit

this great chon of be ] confugiences

By this kind of hifloricai dee , E500 condndt
myfclf theingl the crab avenics of Gi exrenbive

Labyrinth ; and in any review of vary partentas
diilrict , § ibail Dep from configuence to confe¬

quence , unit I have penetrated into the vtnoft

veceilss of my own underfianding
When a fubject is broken oft , © fall render my

tranfiticns as geadiad as Lean , by full preferving
ifome chain of connexion ; and althoush 1 cannot

flatter myfelt ( in fuch infinite variety of choice ,
as to order and diftribution ) to hit ofl , at all times ,
that method , which may appear to every reader

the moft natural and the moft correct , yet 1 fhall

fp . re no pams in cufting the materials into different

forms , fo as to make the beft diftribution of them

in my power .

C HAP IIL

Upon what Principies , and from iwlai nataral Caufes

do Mankind nui le ? And what are ile effects of
Procreation in Cormtries where Numbers arc rior

Sound io incre ie é
»

I HE ~wltiplication of mankind has been treated
of in diu : zrent ways ; { ome have made out tables
to fhow the progreffion of multiplications ; others
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have treated the queflion hiftorically . The fate

of numbers in different ages of the world , or in

different countries at different times , has heen

made the objecl of inquiry ; and the moft exalt

{ crutiny into ancient authors , the means of invefl¬

ticating the truth of this marter . All paffuges rela¬

tive to the fubjed have been laid together , and

aceamnunied with gloffes and interpretations the

mofl plaufibie , in order to determine the main

quelion , The elaborate performances of Mr. Hume ,

and Mr . Wallice , who have adopted oppolite
opinions in regard to the populoufizels of the ancicny

world , have left nothing new to be faid upon

this fubject ; at Jeaft the application they appear

to have given in examining the ancients , ir a great

difconragement to any one who might ocherwifs

fil ! flateer himfelf , there , to find out circum fances

proper to caft a new light upon
the quetlion .

My intention in this chapter is not to decide .
nor even to give my opinion upon that matter ,
far lefs to combat the arguments advanced on

either fide . I am to confider the queftion under

a different point of view ; not to inquire wh

nuinbers of people were found upon the earth at

a certain time , but to examine the natural and

rational caufes of multiplication . If we can difcover

chef , we niay perhaps be led to
Judge

how far

they might have operated in different ages 2ad

diff rent countries ,
The fundamental principle of the multiplication

of all animals , and confequently ef man , 1s gene¬

tation ; the next is food : generation gives exiflence ,

C4
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food preferves ir . Ll the corth produce of i7cf
on sot . : 1the propor noisier t for mon , with nubnited

abunaance , we faonid ind no ocemilon to iabor

cries foundin order to procure New in ali eng

mhubited , as in thole which have hoon fonnd

defolate , ii the { lute of wad : Le fag dd nto ,
the number of them will Be fonad oi proportion
to tire quaniuyy or food produced by thie earth

regalo teronghont the ear , for thie anadicnce ,

I fay , resuioviy thronghe i the ear , bocanle we

perccive 1a thinfe mina , which produce in creat

abundance , Lach os ail the feathered conus , tha

vafl muitides ave deftroyed ia winter , they are

brought { oth with the fruits of the earth , and

12AL in proporten . " tis principic is fo natura ,
that 1 thiun it can hardly be centoverwed ,

As to man , the earch does not ipontancor {ly
produce noariflovent { 1 him ia wv coninderabiie

degree . I allow that as ice fpecies of wnnnals

fupport life hy Gevonring others , fo may mm ;
but it maft be obferved , 1h the Mecies feeding
muft always be much nfeninr in ninmber to th ¢

Ipecies fod upon . This as evident in rodden and
in fi

Were the emth therioce vinenttivated othe
rmmbers of mankind wonld not excecd the Dro¬
portion of the {ir umesns touts which he offers
for dein ivimudiate nfo , oc jor that of the annals
which might be the prover pondihiment of man .

There 1s therefore a cortoin nu ber of inanking
which the earth would be able to maintain witiiony

any labor - allow me to call this quantity ( AM) Docs
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it not , from this expofition of the matter , appear

plain , that without labor ( A) never can auereale

any more than animals , which do net work for

themfeives , can increafe hevond the proportion of

ivod provided for them by nature ? Let it he Low¬

ever obferved , that donot pretend to mit ( A) to

a determined number . he feafons willno doubt

infiuence the numbers of mankind , as we { ce they

influence the plenty of other animals ; but I fay

( A) will never increafe beyond the fixed proportion
above - mentioned .

Having refolved ene queliion with regard to multi¬

plication , and fhown that numbers muft become

greater or fmalicr according to the produdlions of

nature , I come to the { ccond thing propoied to be

treated of inthe chapter : to wit , what willbecome

ofthe generative faculty after it has produced the full

proportion of ( A) , and whatefledls will afterwards

follow .

We ice how beneficent , Imight have faid prodigal ,
neture is , in bellowing life by generation . Several

Rioads oi animals
, efpecially infects , muliiply by

holds , and vet tre {pecies does net appedr

spnuaily to inereafe . No body can pretend tha

purtientar individuals of any fpecies have a privilege
to hive , aud thatothers die froin a difference in thei

nature . Ics therefore reafonable to conclude , that

what destroy sfuchvaft antes
of thole praduced ,

mit Le , ancug ober cantles , the want of food ,

ictus ppl this to min ,

Thole who aie {uppoled to be fed with the fpon¬
taneous fruits of the earth , cannot , from what has



PRINCIPLES OF Boox 1,ab

neen { uid , multiply beyond that proportion ; atthe

fame ime the generative faeoley will work its nomiral

tals inanmnenting numbers . The conicgnence
uals mull become worfe

fed , confequerit - wanker ; conft quentiy , ifinthat

Wwgaily fate , 1a

uf plenty

by ir ; adi !

greater number then thu proporioned o the de¬
fie ieney of the fo rfun cWihaereluba from tig ? 1 hat
tihole who have ele

will be , that cots in livie

iture thonld withhold 2 part
of her

Le vale maid fies wid [ SSN [ HRSted
:

my tiie piace
| and fiweep ofl a far

niioud more cri
TORT ; goneraiion fe

tox divi ad numbers , food prefervesie , anti they
nite up to the former fi mdard .

‘ Thus the generative faeulty refembles a {pring

of
< Q = 7

landed with a weight , which always ( xeris itfelt in

proportion to the diminution of refiftance : when

food has remained forme time without augmentation
or diminution , generation will carry numbers as

hizhas peflible ; il ' then toed come to bediminifhed ,
the

fring
is overpowered ; the force of it becomes

lefs than nothing . Inhabitants will diminifh , atleaft ,
in propo : tion to the overcharze . If upon the other

hand , feed be increafed , the ipring which food at

0 , will begin to exert itfelf in propertion as the

refiftence diminiflies ; people willbegin to be better

fed ; they will multiply , and i1 proportion as they
increafe in nuinbers , the { ood will become fearc

again .
“I mnft here fubjoin a remark very analugous to

this [ ubject That the generative faculty in man

( which wg have compared to a fpring ) and the care
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and love we have for our children , firft prompt

us to muldply , and then engage us to divide what

c have with our little ones . Thus from dividing

and fubdividing it happens , that in every « untry
where food is limited to a certain quanti’ y, the in¬

habitants mufl be fabiified in a regular progreliion ,
defcending down from p !lenty and atnple fubiiflence ,

to tha laft periods of want , and even formetimes

ftarving for hunger .
Although the examples ofthis laft extremity are

not common in fone countries , yet I believe they

are more fo than is generally imagined ; and the

other flages of want are produliive ot many dil¬

eales , and of a decay which extinguifhes the faculty
of generation , or which weakens it , {o as to produce
children lefs vigorous and lefshealthy . 1 appeal to

experience , if this reafoning be not juft .
Put two or three pairs of rabbits into a field proper

for them , the multiplication will be rapid ; and in a

few
yes

athe warren will be flocked : you may take

yearly from ita hundred prs , I thall {fuppole , and

keep your warren in goolorder : give over taking

any for fome years , you
will perhaps { ind your

original ftock rather diminifked than increaled , for

the realons above mentioned . Alrica yearly furnihes

many thoufands for the cultivation of America ; 1m

this ihie refembles the warren . I have little doubt

but that if all her fons were returned to her , by far

the creater part weuld die of hunger .

J
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Continuation of the lime Subj , with regard 1a the

naturel and niiediate effects of Aniicudiarey as

lo Popeilation .

Ir VOCERD ) fa nov examination . 1 now {nppole
pean to ddd Lie hor and indi fret die naiurel

adtivity of thefeil : in fo faras by this he produces an
additional quansity of fond , in fo far helays a { enn
dation for the muntenance of an addition number .

Thisnmber I fall coll ( B) . From this 1 conclitde ,
that as { A) is in a conflant proportion to the fpon¬
taneous fruits , fo ( Bj muft bein prepartion to agri
culture ( by this term T underfland at prefent every
method of angmenting food by labor ) confeqgniently
the number maintained by the labor of mankind
mufl be to the whole number of mankind as { B)
is to ( A+ B) . oras ( B) isto ( A) and ( B) jointly .

By this operation we find mankind immediately
divided into two clafles ; thole who , without work

ing , live upon the fpontaneons fruits of rhe earth ;
that 1s upon milk , cattle , hunting , &c . The other

part , thofe who are obliged to labor the foil . It is

proper uextto mquire what fhould naturally oblige
a man to labor ; and what are the natural confe¬

quences of it as to multiplication .
We have already faid , that the principle of ge¬

neration is inherent in man , and prompts hun to

multiply . Another principle , as naturally inherent
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in themind . as the irltisin the bedy , 13 [ Llf - love ,
er ad - free of eve and happine ! 5 which prompts

1thole v fad in themielves any apeeriority , wlhe¬

, ot political , to make ufc of every
!

adv: age . Conlequently , fuch will mul¬

1307 “onably : hecaufe by appt ropriatiics ta»]
R :

ves tie frais of the ewnth | they have tha

means of fubhiling their ofispring . The others , 1

think ; will very naturally becoare their torvants ;

as this 1method is of all others the mf ealy to
"piocore { ublidlence , " This is to aralogous to the nature

of ran , that we Leeevery wire , even among chil¬

doen , thinat the fma

the ref, contlantly draws alorg with it a tribute of

fervice in one way or other , Tho wio becoine

Servants for the Gime oi food , will foon become flaves :

tor flavery is but theabnie of lervice , eftablithed by
a cavil mfiitution ; and men who fir no pois bility
of fublifiingotherwife , will be obliged to ferve upon
the condidons proferbed wo them ,

EAE .let [ upeviciity in any ote over

po ]

This fees a conlzquence not unnaturzl in the

infancy ob the world : yet L donot pretend to : rm

that this was the origi of flavery . , Serervans , hows

ever , there havesiwaysheen ; and the abule of fer¬

vice is what we vnderfland by flavery . The fub¬

ordin . tion of children to their parents , and of {er¬

wants to thelr mallors , feems to be the moft rational

orizin oi raiety and government . A he firlt of thefe

5 natnial , and follows as the unavoidable confe¬

quence of an entire dependance : the fecond is poli¬

tical , and may very naturally take piace as to thofe

who cannototherwife procure fubfiftence . This laft
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fpecies of { ubordination ma JI dhing , have taken

plice , the moment mon became onnoed to la

for fublificnce , Lut no tvonern

The wants of inn arenot confined to ford merely .
VW hon foods oo be produced from tie rind { urface

of the earn , oral part of his tircemuli he tren up

wii this ubject , evenuppoling Lim to be provided
with every ntenfil proper for the excrcife of his ¬

Huy : ho mull thereiore be 1a werle conaiien

to provide for hi ctha win : confegnently ,
he pay be willing to fre

any ons who wil do it

for him . Whereas on the oberon ! we fuppole

en the Ihontime¬all maniand die and { ed is

ous fruits of tic earth , the poi os wniva lid hiberty

becomes quite natural : becatie under fuch areum¬

ftances they find no inducement to come under a

voluntary fubordination .

Let usnow borrow the idea of a primitive {ociety ,
of a government , of a king . from the inofl ancient

hiftosy we have , the beta to peiasont the ¢ileils

of agriculture and mil plies ion . Lhe loc ety isthe

whole taken together 3 1t 3, fucob . his fons , their

wives , their chiidreir , and ali the fervants , ihe

goverment regards the vutiiuny preleribed by

Jacob , ww every onc of the family , coreerning their

refpedlive fobordination and din Multiplication
will here go forward , aot in peoportion tw the

generative faculty , but cecording to the employment
of the peilons already gererared . if Jace con¬

tinue pafturing his herds , he muit extend the Tas

of his right of paflure ; he mull muliply his flock
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of cattle , in proportion as the mouths of his faiuiy
augment . He is charged with all this detail : for

he is mafler , and direCtor , and flatefman , and

general provider . His fervants will work as they
are ordered ; but if he has not had the proper

forelight , to break up lands fo foon as his family
comes nearly up to that proportion which his

flocks can eufily feed ; if in this cafe , a dry
feafon fhould burn up the grafs in Palefline , he

will he obliged to { und fume of his flock of cattle ,
with fome of his fuaily , to market , there to be

fold ; and with the price he muft buy corn .

For in this eariy age , there was money , there

were manufallurers of fackc ' oth , of common

rayment , aud of party - colored garments ; there

was a trade in corn , in {picery , balm , aad

myth Jaci and his family were fhepherds ,
Lut they lived nozentirely on flefh ; they eat bread :

confequently there was tiilage in thofz days , though
they excrciled none . The famine however was

eady to duftroy them , and probably world have

done ir , but for the providential circminftance of

Jcfeph ' s being governor of Egypt . He relieved

their dittrels , he gave to his family the befl country
wr the whole kingdom for puflure ; and they had

a gratuiteus {upply of bread .

No doubt , {olong as thofe favorable circumfiances

fubfifted , multiplication would go cnapace . What

[ upernatural afliftance God was pleafed to grant
for the increafe of his chofen people , does not

concern my inquiry .
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1 have mentioned tranfionly this exunpie of
. F

J ancionil wiethe patriarch , only to pont oui ?

ufc of money , the vention of ane and nome

facies appease © hove besn Voichur Sach

previous eltbiblifients I confiior seanuind as

tevazes , Jog on tie fbontuicons lids of tie

eariin , os in the ft fuppohion ; and confined ,

as to numbers , to the adtml exit of thele

prodaclions
Frou a Ce heen 0d [ UTES FUT

roi what nas been Lad , woe may conciiia oec .

that the numbers of mnkind wei depend upen

the quantity of food produced hy the earn for

their nonrithoiont ; from winch , as a coccllury ,

may be dian ,
Thao mwaiond have been , as co nmabers , and

“ pult ever be , in proportion to the fool produced ;
A)

and that the food produced will be nn the cem¬sad
H

pout proportion of the fertility of the chanate ,

and Cos indotry of ihe baba

Front this [ id vropohion it asp ears pain , that

there con be no oneal tile loc determing ( iet

number of infubiionss necddiary for a o
1yronten aIiCicaill

not even im the fime connoy . The loradity of

\ .
the {uil when Libored ; the cofe of Livery aig

of cond pantancons bins : he phony
1

the Guan
Pon dacice on we idol [ iin the divers sud Jorg the a

buds and heabey have all oes , wed ever nenlt

ment , and , confe¬Imtaence croety the pou

quently , veoubie the ueltpdicsdon of naa , and

determine his empl eent ,

To make an eituoinament In a couniry not

befdre mbabited , to 1uot cut woods , ceflroy wild

and
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and venomous animals , drain marly grounds ,
give a { ree courle to water , and ro lay down the

furface mto corn fields , muft furely require more

hands than to cultivate the fame after it is improved .
For the truth of this , I appeal to our American

brethren .

We may therefore conclude , that the moft

eflential reguifite tor population , is that of agricul¬
ture , or the providing of fubfiffence . Upon this

all the reflt depends : while fubfiftence is upon a

precarious footing , no flatelman can turn his atten¬

tion to any thing elle ,

The great importance of this object has engaged
fome to imagine , that the luxurious arts , in our

days , are prejudicial both to agriculture and mul¬

tiplication . It is fometimes a lols to fix one ' s

attention too much upon any one objet , however

iuport =nt . No body can dilpute that agriculture
is the 1unndation of multiplication , and the moft

effential roqniiite for the profperity of a flate . But

1 docs not follow from this , that zlmoft every

body tr the tare fhould be employed in it ; that

wonld be inverting the order of thirrgs , and turning

the { ervant into the mafler . The duty and bafineis

of man is not to feed ; he is fed , in order to do

his dite , and jo become uietul .

It is wot fuilicient for iy purpofe to know , that

the Introduction of agricultnre , hy multiplying
the quantity of the earth ' s productions , does evi¬

denuy tend to increale the numbers of mankind ,

I mutt exnmine the political caufes which mulft

concur , in order to operate this effet .

Vor . L D
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For uve purpeis , my aent agar iiaiibe divedlad

towards difcovor bar the tae peices wileh in

fluence the emp ’ ano of ma with refpadi to

agriculture , 1 foot ape 10
pa

3 onto in He

thas point co the Loon , even though onld

feod mos to noicpate Gute oranchos of ne
» ject ,

Vil ene corona down praiphoseoniltent
PO ¥

with the sovre of man , with agriceliare , and
I lev , by thet

{

(A A UE CREAR RE $I FE
'

Toa fees cr Daly tae vie Lod sont 0

Vata tools ort are awedd anderitond the rit

wel . and [ { hall find the lef

» 3 ect, inorder to explain
the top upen which the whole depends .

Jin weial Senor , and according do whet Principles ,
and pol vical Caoles |) dues sgriccluce cugmen :

1 have aueady fhown , how the fpontuieons fruits

ot tlic earth provide a fund of nourithment for a

determined vumber of men , and 1 have fhghtly
touched upon the cenlequences of adding labor

tw the nataral adlivity of tie full ,

Pet rue now care thls huquiry a Litde farther ,

Let me fuppole a comnny fertile in fpontancous
produciions , capable of improvements of every

kind , inhabited by a people living under a free

government , and wi the melt refined fimplicity ,
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without trade , without the luxnrious arts , and
without ambition . Let me here fappofe a flazefman ,
who fl : ll infpire a tafte for agriculture and for
Tabor into thole who formerly confimed tie fpon .
tanzous fruits of the earth in eafe and idlenefs ,
What will become of this augmentation of focd

produced by dhis addition labor ?
i

The findden increafe of food , fuch as that here

fuppafed , will immediately diffule vi anr into all ;
and if the additional gontity be not very great ,
ao {uperiinity will be fonnd . No foener will the
inhabitants be fnily noaciihe

i sut they wil begin
to uit altiply a - new ; then the iid come to divide
wid their children , aad foo will kEecome foarce

again .
Thus much is necellery for the iluftration of one

s, which we Lave been
will mot be produced barely by

c whe dived by Lanting {1 fippofe )

principles ; but the effedt

irade , and torn farmers , The fatel¬
wont aineinod to make the produce

nehvolinduitsy circelute downwerds ,
{ 5 as to relieve the wants of the molt neceilitous ,

Eilorwile , the plenty produced , remaining inthe
hands of thofe who produced it , will become to
them on abllue fuperdivity ; which , hud they
any trade with a neighbouring face , they weonldflo or excinge , and leave Groir fellow citiz . ng
to flurve . And as we {uappole no trade at ail ,
this faperfinity will perifi like their cherries , in a

year of plenty 5 and con fequentdy the farmers will

immediately give over working ,
D2
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If , to prevent this incomveniency , the flatefman

forces certain clalics to labor the foil , and , with

difcretion , difiributes the produce of it to all that

have cccalion for mbfiflence , taking in return their

fervices for the public benefit ; this will prove an

infallible way of multiply ing inhabitants , of making
them libarions , and of preferving a fimplicityvo

manners ; butiiis allo the piciure of ancient flavery ,
nnd st heroforn2 excluded from the fuppofition .

If he aft : eoniiflently with that {pine of liberty ,
which ve have fuppoid to animate his fubjeds ,
Tie Lizz no method left , but to contrive different

employments for the hands of the neccfiitons , that ,

by their labor , they may produce an cquivalent
which may be acceptable to the farmers , in lieu

of this {uperfiuity ; for thele lal will certainly not

raife it , if they cannot difpole of it ; nor will they

difpote of it , but for a proper equivalent . This

3 the only method {in a frec flare ) of procuring
additional ( ood , and of diftriburing it through the

iniety , as the price of thole hotirs which Tefore
were {pent la idlenels : and , as this will prove a

more certain and reore extenfive fund of fubliflence ,

than the precarious prodadiious of [ pontaneous

fruits , which cannot be crcafcd at diferetion
and in proportion to demand , 1twill greatly increafe

numbers ; but , on the other hand , it mull cevi¬

dently deftroy thot funpliciry of manners which

naturally reins among nations who do nat labor .

A people , therefore , who have an induflrious

twn , will muldaply in proporien to the fuperfluity
of their farmers ; becaufe the Libor of the necel¬

ficous will prove an equivalent for it .
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Now this additional number of inhabitants being
railed and fed with the {uperfluity actually produced

by the farmers , can never be fuppoled neceflary
for providing that quantity , which ( though rela ~

tively to the farmers it be called a fuperfluity ) 1s

only a fufficiency relatively to the whole fociety ;

and , therefore , if it be found neceffary to employ

the new inhabitants alfo in farming , it muft onlv

be with a view to a flill greater multiplication .

Farther , we may lay it down as a principle ,
that a farmer will not labor to produce a fuper¬

fluity of grain relatively to his own confumption ,
unlefs he finds fome want which may be {upplied

by means of that fuper : luity ; neither will other

induftrious perfons work to fupply the wants of

the farmer for any other reafon than to procure

fubfiftence, , which they cannot otherwile { o ealily
obtain . Thefe are the reciprocal wants which the

flatefman muft create , in order to bind the fociety

together . Here then is one principle : Agriculture

among a free people will augment population , only
in proportion as the neccffitous are put in a fituation
10 purchafe Jubfiflence with their labor . 1 proceed .

If inany country which actually produces nourith¬

ment for its inhabitants , according to the progre {¬
fion above - mentioned , ( p. 36 . ) a plan is {et on

foot for the cxtenfion of agriculture ; the augmen¬

tation muft be made to bear a due proportion to

the progrefs of induftry and wants of the people ,
or elle an outlet muft be provided for difpofing of

the fuperfluity . And if , at fetting out , a foreign

confumption cannot be procured for the produce
ns
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le arenict contin vind he had to

keep thie Dnproveiaent of Uae 00 wey proper
bounds : for , withon : t diz , tie pla mended for
an improvemong Will . by over - doinr , turn oug
to the detrin . o +a ob sereniture . This will he the
cafe if ti lraits of the earth he made io increale
fafler thin the namibers and the inde iy of thole
who wre w confame tiem . For if the wio ' e be
not confumed , the TEU plenty will diicourage
ile maufiry of the faner .

Pucir tocether with in enconragensent to agricul
tare , a ; reper outlet be found for the fupartiviry ,
unul the nambers and indufiry of the peopic , hy
mereafing | hill anoment the home cons plton ,
which again by degrees will divin the «aunt ty
of exportaticn then the fring will ealily overcome
the vefiftance ; it will dilate ; that iz , numbers will
conte to increaie ,

I ' rom this may be derived another principle : 77ar

acriculiioe when cies nraged Jo rie J
:

ieof Hiroediipiiing
inhabitan : s , aT 7pee
aren orf - let pel Ge provi od, all fron

nn
Lei

i of ”

In the Dregoing example , ! be c Sip fed no ex¬
Ietnoriation , the more mw nmphiy the uppoliten : I

was , therefore . ohliaed io thro a cirenmilo ace ,. oorder ing To wil an aua¬

it of
TCHAD OF 1 | .

ile
lr

pi md i davehi ofvd thefe who formerly
vhs we contume ih inper¬

J I I . {oe te 1.we banners ter die price of ther Ja¬: ey :bor . This may do well encushias a fuepofinion , and
has heen made u ' s of enly to ex on urincinles Sy
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but the manners of a people are not fo exfily chan¬

ges 4 ; and therefore 1
have anticipated a little the

fup sofition of trade , enly to { how how it muit cones
Pl 5 y

lcuitnrewith fnduftry , in the advancement olf a

and multiplication .
Let me next cenfider the conleanernices of an ang¬

mentation of agriculture in a country where the

inhabitants are lazy ; or where they live in fuch

{tmpiicity of manners , os to have few wants which

labor and indufirv can fupuly . In thiscofe , Tay ,
the fcheme of agriculture will not fucceed , and , if

fet on font , prt ci the gronna within "Broome
uncultivated again .

The lazieft part of the Lurruers , difgnled with a

labor which produces a plenty fvperiiuors to thems

felves , which they cannct difpole of for any equi¬

valent , will give over working , and return to their

ancient fimplicity . The more laborious will not

furnifh food to the necellitous for nothing : luch there¬

fore who cannet otherwile {ubfift , will natt urally
ferve the induftrious , and thereby fell their fervice

for food . Thus by the diminution of labor , a purt

of the country , proportional to the quantity of food

which the farmers fermerly found {uperiiaous , will

again become uncultivated .

Here then will be found a country , the population
of which mult flop for want of food ; and which ,

by the fuppolition , is abund uly able to prodice

more . Experience every where { hows the polite
exiftence of fucha cale , tineenoconntry in furope
i : cultivated to the utmolt , and that thers are many

ill , where cultv : don , and confecneaty muls¬

Da
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plication , is ata ftop . Thefe nztionsT confidar as in

a mere ! ineapecity of multpiving , the capacity
would be ploficel if there was an acuial impol¬
fihility of their precuring ou augmentation of food

oy any means whatfoever .

Thele principles feem to he confirmed hy expe¬

rience , whether we compare them with the manner

of living among the free American fivases , or among
the free , indultvious , and laborious Luropeans . We

find the produclions of all connies , generally
{ peaking , in proportion , to the number of their

inhabitants ; and , on the other hand , the inhabit¬

ants are moft commonly in propoition to the

food .

I beg that this may not belooked upon as a quib¬
ble , or what is called a vicious circle . Ihave qua¬
lifierl the general propofition by fubjoining that itis

found true moft commonly ; and from what is to

follow , we fhall berrer difcover hoth the truth and

meaning of what is here advanced . While certain

caufes operate , food will augtnent , and mankind will

increale in proportion ; wien thefe caules ceafe ,

precreation will not augment numbers ; then the ge¬
nera ! propolition will take place ; numbers and food

will remain the fume , aud balance unc another . This

Timagine to be fo in {: ( d; andi hope to how that

it isrational allo . Let me now put an end to this

chapter , by drawing fome concinfions from what

has been laid down , in order to enlarge our ideas ,
and to enable us to extend our plan .

I . One conlcquence of a fruittul foil , pofleffed
by a free people , given to agriculture , and inclined- C ra ¬

Took I
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to induftry , will be the produllion of a fuperfluous
quantity of food , over and above what is neceffary
to feed the farmers , Inhabitants will multiply ; and

according to their increale , a certain number of the

whole , proportionzi to fuch fuperfluity of nourifh¬

ment produced , will apply themfelves to induftry
and to tie fupplying of other want .

11. From this operation produced by indufiry , we

find the people diftribated into two clafles . The firft

isthat of the farmers who produce the fubfiftence , and

who are neceflarily employed in this branch of bufi¬

nefs ; the other I {hall call free hands ; becaule their

occupation being to procure tliem { elves fubfiftence

out of the fuperilvity of the farmers , and by a labor

adapted to the wants of the fociety , may vary accor¬

ding to thefe wants , and thefe again according to the

fpirit of the times .

ILI . If in the country we are treating of, both money
and the luxurious arts are fuppofed unknown , then

the fuperfluity of the farmers will be in proportion
to the number of thofe whofe labor will be found fuf¬

licient to provide for all the other neceflities of the

inhabitants ; and { o foon as this is accomplifhed , the

confumption and produce becoming equally balan¬

ced , the mhabitants will increafe no more , or

at leall very precarioufly , unlefs their wants be

multiplied ,
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Dy » oxey , I underfiand any commodity , which

pur
fein itl iis ofno material ifeto man for the purpojcs

chove - menticned | but which acquires fuck aie fiimation
ron lis opiiioit ality esto become theuniverfulincefire
of whet is col ! ed vil , and an adequrte equivalent for
any thing aliepall

Here u new feene opens . This money mufl be

found inthe hands of { ome of the inhabitants ; natur¬

ally . offuchas have had the wit to invent it , and the

addrefs to make tieir countrymen fond of it; by
reprefenting it as an equivalent value for food and

neceflaries ; thatisto fay , the means of procuring ,
without work or toil , not only the labor of others ,
but food itleif .

Here then is produced anew objefl of want , Every

perfon becomes fond of having money ; but how

to getitis the queftion . The proprietors will not give
it for nothing , and by our former fuppofition every

one within the f{ocisty was underflood to be

abundantly fupplied with food and necelfaries ; the

firme : s , { rom their laboring the ground ; the { ree

hands , by the return of their own ingenuity , in

or th ~ diflipatien of private { oriunes ; although I may sow

asd them veaian sory coolly upoiz the po ' izical coafequcnces

of juch d : fe fis inn fare , when Lonly confider the iifinence

thoy have ar to ecdicegand nsetiplying a people . My { 0) &

is tor xo Loe of 0 Foo admis of being confornded with

the de in : citar ofmorilz , or - f government , h w over

oy shel my eppear conned woithiicg and did Tone

bg nb fur ifeiog dens as much as peflible , an by tenth ng
c nnocnoas Te Lda ck viol : my way , ond iavolve my .
LF in purplizities inexerica ble ,
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furnifhing necelluries . Tha proprietors therefore of

this money have all their wants fupplied , and full

are poficilors oi this new kind of riches , which we

now fuppofc to be coveted by ull

The natural confequence here witl be , that thofe

who have the money will ceafe to labor , and yet
will confume ; and they will not confuse { or no¬

thing , { on they will pay with mony .
Here then is 2 nunther of inhabitants , who live

and confume the produce of the earth without labor¬

ing : food will foon become fearce : demand for it

will rife , and tht will be paid with money ; this

1s the bell equivalent of all ; many will run to the

plough ; the fuperfinity of the firmers will aug¬

ment ; the rich will call for fuperfluities : the tree

hands will fupply them , and demand food in their

turn . Thele will not be found a burden on the

hufbandmen , as formerly 5 the rich , who hired of

them their labor or fervice , muft pay them with

money , and this money in their hands will ferve as

an equivalent for the f {uperfinity of nourifhment

produced by additional agriculture .
When once this imaginary wealth , money , be¬

comes weil introduced into a coun ' ry , luxury will

very naturally follow ; and when money becomes

the object of our wants , mankind become induf¬

trious , in turning their labor towards every object
which may engage the rich to part with it ; and

thus the inhabitants of any country may increafe in

numbers , until the ground refufes farther nourith¬

ment , The confequences of this will make the fub¬

ject of another chapter ,

—
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Before we proceed , fomething mult be [ iid , in

order to refirain thefe general allertions a tele .

We have {uppoled a very rapid progres of induf¬

wry , and a very fudden augmentation of inhabit¬

ants , from the introdullion of money . But it maf

he ohferved , that many circumftances have con¬

rarred with the money , to produce this effect .

We have fuppofed a country capable of improve¬
ment , a laborious people , a tafle of refinement

and luxury in the rich , an ambition to becume fo ,
and an application to labor and ingenuity in the

lower clafles of men . According to the greater or

lefs degree of force , or concurrence of thee and

like circumflznces , will the country in queftion be¬

come more or lefs cultivated , and confegnently
peopled .

It the [ oil be vaftly rich , fittated in a wirm cli¬

mate , and naturally watered , the produdtions of the

earth will he almolt fpontaneous : this will make

the inhabitants lazy . Loezinels is the greatedt ot ail

obflacles to labor and indufiry . Mannfa & eres wi ' l

never flourifh here . The rich , with all their money ,

will not become luxurious with celicacy and rzfine¬

ment ; for I do not mean by Inxnry the or fica

tion cf the animal appetites , nor the abule of riches ,
but an elegance of tafic and in living , which has for
ite ooject the labor and ingenuity of man ; and as the

mzenuity of workmen begets a t2fte in the rich , fo

the allurement of riches kindles an ambition , and

encourages an application to works of ingenuity in

the poor .
Riches therefore will here be adored as a god , but
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not made fubfervient to the nfes of man : and it is

ouly by the means of fwilt circulation from hand to
hand , ( as fhall be obfervel in it proper plice )
that they become productive of the ciicots mente
oucd ahove

When money does not civenlite , dts the
ometine as if icdid not exifi ; and is the ret nres foun

oe ntiice where the ahahio is oare Loy do not
circuibnen they are rather ornonional than ufeful

Lt 15 not therefore in the mot fruitfel countries
of the world , nor in thele which are the heft cal¬
culated for nouriling great nilticades , that we find
the moft inliahitans . It isin climates lels favor d!
by nature , and where the {oil on Uy produces to thofs
who Libor y and in wronniton to ( he induflry of

expect oo nd cnn
titudes ; and cven thofe sill he fon ! i
in proporeit as the tom of te inl , EERESSTESERINRINE Defete

evarvy one , where Wwe nil

LAida 2vs
ted to menniry and mduiry ,

In fuel centres where thee sre mule to sari ,
the free hands ( of whom we hove puke
will be employed in ufviul manuf fu

being refined upon Ly the i ngemous , will deter
mine what is called the funded of ta fe ; this talte
will increale confumption , which azain will mul¬

ein ab wove]
res , which ,

* Every teonifition of roaney from hand to had , fra
valunb eo onfideracion , im des Dome rvice

fos
fom thing

wrought by man , or peelon d by his ingenuity , or fome
conf mptioa ff ime hing p oduce , by bis wher . The quikerthercore the circulation of mn yivis ery oo
ftrong vit may bi for doth te © 5 bi ane
and vice vera : but of this mo . h. refer ,

SN he more
“ te leberioLs
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tiply workmen , and thefe will encourage the pro¬

duction of food for their nourifiment ,

Let it theretore never be fuid , that there are too

many manuafz { urers explorer linacountry ; itisthe

fame as if it were faid , there are too few idle perfons ,

too fow begzars , and too many hulbundmen .

VWe have more than once endeavoured to fhow ,

that thele manuficiurers never can be fed butout of

the fuperfinity of nonriiment produced by the

furmers . It is a conradiflion , I think , to fay , that

thofe who are fed upon the forplus of thofe who

cultivate ihe {oil are necellary { or producing a fui¬

ficiency to themfilves , For if even this furplus were

to diminilh , the manufacturers , not the laborers ,

would be the [ irl to be extinguifhed for want of

aourifhment .

The importance of the diftributive proportion of

mankind into laborers and free hands appears fo

great , and has fo intimate a conrexton with this

fuhie , that itengages me to { eek for an illufiration

of the principles 1 have been laying down , in an

example drawn from fills , as it is found to ftund

in one of the greateft and molt fourifhing nations

in Furope . Bu: before I proceed farther in this part

of my fubject , I mult examine the confequences
of Quvery with regard to the fubjet we are now

apon . Relations here are fo many and fo various ,
that itis neeellary to have fometimes recourfe to

rranfitions , of which 1 give notice to my rcader ,
that he tray not lofe the connexion .



rr . - yo.
Low feds of Oicverr upon tz Colon and

cae
Lanjiie yinent of hdl

rh
Pir URL Teo on to fille the cailequences of

the above reafoning , I minis { top co condidoer 2 dii¬

ercice . oi no fail imposiince , hotween ancient

ari modern tunes , which will inive to ilinciate the

nature of avery |) with resard to pepulition and
J ¬

tae anpioymeunt of mankind .

We nave endeavourcd to lay down the piinciples
which Teer to influence thefc two objets , tpoofing
all to be frees In that cae imagine the human

foecies wil maitiply vretty mach in proportion to

soci nduly ; thar mdalirey wit inevesfe accord¬

ing to their wents , and thele agin will Le diverfified

according to the { pri of the umes ,

Froeqa ais Loconcivde , that thie nove dree and

fimpie themuonnors of dooms ave , Cains pus lous ,
hie fewer mbhabian will be found mit . This is

proved by experience every
where , The Tartars ,

who freely wander up and down a country of val

extent , multiply butiivde ; the fuvages mm America ,

who Live upon hunting , incfbae of areatindenen
dence : the irbhabitaies of leveral mountainous

COMETS sb ope . where there are few manufac¬

tures , and witere the mhabloints do not leave the

ecounuy . in all fueh phices muntind do vor mul¬

tipty . What 1s the 1weon or this ? One would

imagine , where tere is 2 great extentol ground ca¬

pable of producing focd , that mankind fhould mul

tiply



~
Lr CONCMY . 49

TY ST TTTCiuar . Vil PC bs

inj nnd the foil refnfed to give mava , Tin magineisla<
the diver ma v be sahily advovered wom the prin¬

ciples above Laid down ,

hore mankind have few wants , the number

) )
of free hands nee to fupply them is very

fm. i! , confegnently very litle tniplus from the

armors is feiiicient to maintain them . When there

fore it happens , that any poor fan in the clafs

of free Lunds Is very nomersir ¬ < C = Id 3 ®

comes to re carricd to 1s nueail
1

areatc fost Decotie quite 1s

no demand lov thor works is long as they can
be fod by the divifion of the emoluments ari

from the inbor ef thor perents , or by the chit
of « hers , trey five ; w hen theie refources fail ,
they beconte mticiebles Inde wrerched a Rtoation

itis uot eafy to ind — Tis farmers will not

ree from 2 chrvweble
difpoitior.acto then dite

binds vill nut atiow cholo indicent
dint lor nothing

ny rhond ee pont are not ma

CopaCity to provide wont is necalicy tor duing it .), X oo } : 7 oO
A other work gs tai tozied , the wretched die ,

or extinziafle without medio vin ,

Go reahe this norte evident , Lut ns fuppoafe the

wines of mnand , many polite nation of Lurope ,
which ves and dense

tw
vir days upon the

produce oi is own foil , aed wll once wo

the Lmplictty of tive auciont ponrchs
to tut of the of Romane Sappeds Gil the hands

, Or even

now vaployed inthe lwaniicus wits , and in every
broirch of modern manufactures , 1 become quiie

Vor . L k
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wdle , how could they Liz itiiifled ? What economy
could be fet on { oor able to preferve fo many lives

uleful to the fate ? Yet at is plain by the fuppoli¬

tion , that tae formers of the country are capable
» { maintaming ther, fince they do fo aotaliy , Ie

would be abiurd to prepofe to employ them in

agricuiture . eeing there are enonsh coploved in

this , to provide food jor the whole

if it be certain , that fach people would die for

want without any rasurce , mult it not follow ,

hat unlefs their perens had found the means of

naintaning them wien children , and they them¬

{ cles the means of fublifting by their induitry in

fnpplying wants , they could not have exifted beyond
their firft fancy .

This feems to flrike deep againdt the popuicufnefs
of the old world , where we know that the wants

of mankind , withregard to trades and manufaélures ,
were fo few ,

Dut in thofe davs the wants of mankind were

of a dillcrent nature , At prefent there 1s a demand

for the ingenvity of man ; then there wes a demand

for his perfon and forvice Now provided there

be a demand for man , whatever uie lie be put

to , the fpecies will nui

ik ; for thole who fland

nonce of thom will ohwavs { edd them , and as

Teng oz ood ds to be fon nd nuneers will increafe ,

In the predoit times food cannot , in general ,
be found , buthy labor , and that cannot be found

but to fupply wants , Nobody will feed a free

man , more than he will feed the wild birds or

beats of the field , unis he hus veealion for the

labor of the one or the tleih of the other .
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In the old world the principles were the fame ,
but the ipirit of nations was different , Princes

wanted to have numerous armies . Free flates

fought for power in the number of their citizens .

The wants of mankind being few , and a fimplicity
of manners eflablifhed , to have encouraged induftry ,

excepting in agriculture , which in all ages has

been the foundation of population , would have

been an inconfiltency . To make mankind labor

beyond their wants , to make cne part of a { late

work to maintain the other gratuitcully , could

only be brought about by flivery , and flavery
was therefore introduced aniverfally . Slavery was

then as neceifary towards multinlication , asit would

now be deftructive of it . The reafon is plain . If

mankind be not forced to labor , they will only
iabor for themfclves ; and if they have few wants ,

there will be litle labor . But when flates come

to be formed , and have occafion for idle hands

to defend them cgainft the violence of their enemies ,
food at any rate muft be procured for thofe who

do not labor ; and as , by the [ appofition , the

wants of the laborers are fmall , a method muft

be found to increafe their laber above the pro¬

poriion of their want :

For this purpole fluvery was calculated : it had

two excellent effects with relpelt to population .

The ff } , that , in unpolifhed nations , living upon

the { pontineous fruits of the earth , and almoft

continually in war , lives were preferved for the

fie of making flaves of the captives . Thefe fold

to private people , or different flates , were { ure

E 2
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of being fed ; wheres remaining in their own

country , they only occupied a plice , which , by
the force of the generative faculty , as has been

obizrved , was fon to he filled np by provasation :
for it muft ne ferror , that when numbers

are fwept off , by any fudden calunity , which does

not proportion ily dhninih fubfiflence , a new

multisiication inumedively tikes plice . Thus we

perceive the hurt dune by plignes , by war , and

by other devaflation : z , cither among men , or cattle ,

repaired moa few yours , even in thofe countries

where the fundurd numberof both 1s feldom found

to increafe . What immenfe quantities of cattle arn

yearly { lu
ghtercc PDs any body imagine that if

all were allowed tn tve, numbers would mcrecie

mn RA , ? The frme is trae of men .

The fecond wdvantae of { very was , that ia

countries where a good police prevadled , and where

the people had Lower wants oy fur thm are felt in

modern times . the ives were forced to labor

the foil which fod both than ard the tlle freemen ,
as was the cule in © a ; oer tev { ed all the

fervite pleas lich reson HD nose and they
cre dtnewtle envio ed, nin Groce cud in Rome ,

wm fapoiying wios confor thors self fervice

wus neasdiy foro

Flere thon wis a ions metho ling man¬

kind inborious in pai sod omd providing this

beaccomplifhad , ( Lavy mam winiove : ) pubers
will inereate

Trade , mdufiy , ond aanaf . cs omy tend
.

to multiply the mmehers of mun, by anceura ing
agricuiivre . ac be i cdore

©

cooled , that two
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flates arc equally extended , equally fruitful , and

equally cultivated , and the produce confumed

at home , I believe they will be found equally
peopled . But fuppofe the one labored by free

men , the other by flaves , what diflerence will be
found in making war ? In the firft , the free hands

mufl , by their induflry and labor , purchale their

food , and a day loft in labor is in a manner a

day of falling : in the laft , the flaves produce the

food , they ave firit fed , and the reft cofts nothing
to the body of free men , who may be all employed
in war , witliout the finalleft prejudice to indufiry .

From thele principles it appears , that {lavery
mn former times had the fame effect in peopling
the world that trade and induftry have now . Men

vere then forced to labor becaule they were

flaves to others ; men are now forced to labor

becaufe they are flaves to their own wants .

I only add , that I do not pretend that in fa &t

flavery in ancient times did every where contribute

to population , any more than I can aflirm that

the fpirit of induftry in the Dutch is common to

all free mations in our days . All that is necellury
fer my purpofe is , to {et forth the two principles ,
and to fhow the naturel efledls of the one and the

other , with refpect to the multiplication of mankind

and advancement of agriculture , the principal
objells of our attention throughout this book .

I hall at prefent enlarge no farther upon this

matter , but return ro where I left off in the pre¬

ceding chapter , and take up the farther exami¬

nation of the fundamenzal difleibution of inhabitants

into labourers and ix: e hands .
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Cc H A PP. VIL

What Proporiios of Inhabitants is rieccflury for lari

culture . ond what Proportion muy be ufejully em¬

ployed ii every other Cecnpation @

\

i HAVE propoiced this qneflion , ant with an in¬

tention to aufwer it {nily , but to psmt out how ,

with the proper lights given . itmay be aniwered .

As I write under crcumflnees not ihe raofl

favorable for having recourfe to books , 1 muft

employ thofe Thave , The article Political Arie ,
of Mr . Chamberss Cyclopedia , furnifiies me with

fome extraéls from Sir William Peuty , and Di . Dave¬

nant , which I here intend to employ , towards

pointing out a { olution of ihe queftion propofed
Thefe authors confides the Date of Lnglind as it

appeared tothem , and what they fay is Tenclufive
only with refpet to thae fiate .

Sir William Petty fuppoles the inhabitants of En¬

land to be fix : millions , the value of grain yearly

confumed by them ten millions forling x , the buihel

of wheatreckened at bs . and thacol barley ats . 0d

Ifwe eft the two tascther , and reckon upon an

average , this will make thaqrurter . or eight builiels
of grain , worth 1/7 roi but in yegard , the barley

cannot amount tc one aif ofall the arain confnmed ,

efpecially as there isa good quautity of rye mde ufe
of , which is worth more thin the haley , though
lefs than the wheat ; lei us fuppole the vrain worm
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39s . per quarter , atamediam ; then ten millions fter¬

ing will purchafe { ix millions of quarters of grain , or

thereabouts : which ufed for nourifhment , in bread

and beer , gives the mean quantity of one quarter ,
or 512 pounds of grain for every inhabitant , including
the nourilhment of his proportional part of animals ;

fuppofing that Sir William attended to this circum¬

france , for it is not mentioned by Chambers . And

I muft oblerve , by the hy , that this computation
may hold good as to England , where people eat fo

little bread ; butwould notanfwerin Irance , norin

almoftany other country I have feen ,

Dr . Davenant , correcting Sir William ' s ealenlaton ,
makes the inhabitants 3, 545,000 . Thele , accordingtc
Sir William ' s prices and proportions , would confume

to the amount of §, 872,901 flerling ; but the Dir .

carries it , withreafon , alittle higher , and flatesitat

g,075,000 [. fierling ; the difference , however , is

inconfiderable . From this he concludes , the grofs
produce of the corn fields to be about g,075,000/ .

fterling . I make no criticilin upon this computation .
Next , as to the value of other lands ; I find Sir

William reckons the grefs produce of them in butter ,
cheefe , milk , wool , Lorfes vearly bred , flefh for

food , tallow , liides , hay , and timber , to amount wo

12,000,000 , fterling : The amour therefore of the

grofs produce of all the lwids in Fugland mull be

equal to thefe two fums added together , thutiso

21,075 . cocl . flerling .
From thefe data , the Dr . vines the yearly rentof

corn lands at two millions fievling , and thefe of

pafture , &c . atfeven nillions , in 1 nine millions

Te
¥
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. . :
From this tapas , [ ARPASEEEEE SY

- ooDEPNEIUSRIUEE

of them ,
to tyeelve

hi Te To . . N hfe - N .
Foow cts vet conta , thn aay rua

Hi 1 td
venationjufipropor on

three rng diab :

Phenom carol ihe boven , Tis fondly and
.

)COANE EN

a. Thence dry oooondios of hie fom , for na

fadtures , and in ! Aruments for eal : eating tie around

3. Fliereafonible probe , actos im tothe cullom
>)

Gif thee three aviic!les , let us dnlinguilin what pare

tmpiles the direct cor frption of the pure produce ,
from what does na .

othe fv ? ome are thie nenvithinent of men and

cattle , wool and Lx dui ciciiorn lime , and

other tinnller article
i

Of the fecond sie ab vaneless bonghi , for

vants waeacs , the dae of reser wecelonndiy ,
and profs ,

| :

flung ) lene , or bo

The three avidles Whoo

have diflribtes vod two

~ — dey dione as fuper¬

from he crofs produce , the ranma vealed

the land rent

This 1being the enfe , I ar ext to examine the

caufe of the great diiproporion between the rents
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of corn lands , and thofe of pafture , when com¬

pared with the grefs produce , in order to draw

fome concinlion , which may laod wo thie { olution

of the auchiion here propoled .
Ih difference mult proceed from the rreaier

propuition of labors and other inliabitants era

HASTY of which moles

the cxpenfe of ic far groster than dint of padlare .
© and the other, every article

, apbears to

concerned
1. . . <fniner Gk

pleyad in con

And Jnce , mnie on

of nevelfny ex

be porLORThv eg

in both thue Toy

laboring inhabinues 10 fo !

citenltiore , and

countries | i3
portion of poeple ampioyc
1 7ven the acceunt of ir , in di

neariv in the ratio of the arols produce to the

land - rent: or ir cther words, in the proportion
of the

|

confiempt ion nade by the formers , and by
thole employed necsliarily by them , to the net

produce ; which 1s the fame thing .
Now as the confuimpiion upon corn farms is

aud dian upon pafture
;

1 , the proportion of thele

tions anfl mack the ratio between the

7
29

potions of pafiure lunds , and thol : in tillage ;
that + to fay , tillnge lacs in England were , at1

that time , peopled Bt proportion to pafiure lands ,

2s 64 is to 45 , er as 25 to 1d .

This pont being jetted , | proceed to another ;
to wit , the application of this net produce oT

farsies of the quantity of food and necellivies

remaining over and above the nourfiument , cun¬

famption and expenfe , of the habitants empl:aved
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in agriculture ; and which we have obferved ahove ,
to be cqmal to the land - rents of England , that is

to { - v , to nine millions yearly .
Mult nor this of neceflity be emploved in the

nouriirnent , and for the ule of thofe whom we
have called the fice hands ; who may be employed
in mmuie @ures , trades or in any way the fate

pleafes ,
Now the number of people , I take to be very

nearly in the proportion of the quantity of food

they confime ; cfpecially when a fuciety is taken

thus , iu {nich accumulative proporticn , and when

all are found nnder thc fanie circumftances as to
the plenty of the year .

The whole gros produce of Frgland we have
faid to be 21,000,000 . ering , of which g millions
have remained fur thofe not emploved in agricul
ture . the farmors , therefore , and their attendants ,
muft annually confume 12 millions ; cxonlequently
the daft clafs is to the firft as 12 is to 9. If there¬

fore , according to Dr . Davenant , there be 3,513,000
people 1a that kingdom , there muft be about

3,168,571 employed or dependent upon agriculture ,
and 23; 5,429 free hands for every other cccupa¬
tion . But this proportion of farmers will be found
{ ar lefs , if we refle @, that we have reckoned { or
them the tol wnount of the three articles abot
mentioned , that is to fay , the total confu:mpiion
they make , as well in manifalnres

,» profits upon
their labor , &oeo as for food and necewies ;
wilcrels tice has been nothing reckoned for the
free hands , but die land - rent : coitfequendy thcie
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thould be added to the number of the latter as

many as are employed in fupplying with all forts

of manufaitirres the whole of the farmers of Eng¬

land and ali thofe who depend upon them ; and

this number mult be taken from one and added

to the other ciafx ,

If this number be fuppofed to amount to four

hundred thoufand , it will do more than caft the

balance upon the cppolite fide .

From thefe matters of fa @ ( in fo far as they are

fo ) we may conciude :

I . That the nifing of the rents of lands { Lows

the increafe of induflry , as it fells the innd of

fubfiftence confumed by the induflrious ; that is ,

by thofe who buy it

II . That it may denote either an increarz of

inhabitants , or the depopulation of the land , in

order to affemble the fuperfluous mouths in villages ,

owns , &c . where they may exercile their induflry

with greater conveniency .

While the land - rents of Lurope were very low ,

numbers of the inhabitants appeared to be employed

in agriculture ; but were really no more than idle

confumers of the produce of it . This hall be

farther iluflrated in the fablequent chapters .

I ' L. The more a country is in tillage , the mere

« tis inhabited , and the fmaller is the proportion

of free sands for all the fervices of the flate . The

more a country is in pafture , the lefs itis inhabited ,

but the greater is thie proporuon of free Lands .

I do not pretend , as { have faid above , that

there is any calculation to bz depended cn in this
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chapter : T have only endeavoured to
pen

nit

fiave : of Enetand cones to be known ,

Fhis auction sot being of a notre to enter

how a edenlvion might De made , via the true

Lito the chain of oi raaioning , ray he confidered
FE TE ’rather os nioich Dano nual Threce thaeiore

treated rr pacity , and che Dy for the Lule of

the canted

Cor nese boeonay wind neooadls

prmeples woh Gomme die relidones of inka

brats , to order io difeover why , in all iloarii )hing
fites , ties we neve found to he every where

nicrealing ,

Cc HH AP IX .

What are tle rl nelples which regiiaic the 1D if ution

of Inhabitcnes into Farms , Villages Hamers , Towns ,
and Citics ?

H VING pointed out the nawral diftribution of

habitants into the two capital cliffes of which

we have been treating , I am now going to examine
how fur their employment muit decide as to their

place
of refidence .

» Wha mankind is fed upon the fpontancousfries of tiie earch , the diftubution of their reii¬

dence depends tion
the divifion of the Lads . If

tiefe are iu connnon to all , dien the inhabitants
will be feateered ahsroad , or gathered trgeiher ,
according as tix productions of he earth are coually
difiributed over die face of the coaury , of confirsed
to fome Luin fo .
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Hence the Tarthrs wander with their flocks and

feed mpon them : hones the huntiv : indians are

ittered In ima cieties , throuch the woods ,

annd!ive upon an Lonce others , who feed upon
H +of he earth , are colleciod in arenrer

apen the Odes of rivers , and in watered

appropriated

terranes the pie

the fori

who live upon

+

tite Dt ADDPro¬

priaredt by o few , there cider fuvery oo oneflry
he

thoy will cane

mull be imtrodoced amon thole who convince

farplus of the vvopvicrorsy becand

ev { ervice or worl fe return for tein fperriuity .
In that cafe , the 10 fitonee ef the inbabuants will

depend upon the cirenmaflinces we are going to

culture { in eonniricsconfider ; and the oly flere :
of the earth is noc broken up ,

Ld towards the
ohhering

in of

fruits ) will te r determine the reiidence of thofle

vliere

being foldy d

who are nee dloey for that pups : contiquently
, that in clnnatss where the earth

So
eilY and mm vall abundance ,

fond lirce cities ; heeaule the number
hte who ave necuflary for gathering in the

fruits , is { mail mo proportion to their quantity ;
whereas nother counreivs , where the earth ' s pro¬

ductions wre fcanty , and where the climate refufes

\
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tole of tie copious and Invuriett kmd , there

will hardiv be leund any cond lerable town , as

the amber of dicfowhore necdiary for colle fling
reat pr oportion to tlic fruits

©
fay , that in the brit cele

ns , or that in the other

— fay, tac iu the firit cafe ,

Mierad Dito towns , huar a

: . ren 1 [ APR J I
oTecl Dropeite to tne worl le focioty ; ana tiat in
O i Y 3

ol fall Ole .

ad this principle confirmed by
1

“hie focond , her Ie

Fiunak 1 ha

enperiencs Leompare
thie bulk and popu¬

louis of the aities. of Lombardy , and full more ,

thofe of the wetered provinees of Spain , with the

mhabitants of the centory which maintains them ,

1 find the proportion of the firfl vaftly greater than

in thefe of France aud Enelnd ; a nd Ml more

agin in thele two aft mentioned kingdoms , than

2 the nore nordivin countries and provinces ,
here the earth ' s produltions bear a leis propor¬

son to the labor bellowed in produring them .

Now , altheuzh I allow that nother the one or

the other he fed hy {pontaneous ps odudiions ,

dayetitllimay be nlersed , that the more the climate

conics to favor the labor of man , tiie more

ti : c proauciions participate of the fpontanevusI

nature

x Tie ce we anay conzinde , that in tholv countrius where

the poope live upon the ponies fivies , the whole

fortety \ conlidercd
in a nelal gag ) ie al compoied

of free hands . Nature theeo Supplies the plies of the whole

clais of farmers ,
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Again , in countries where labor is required for

feeding a fociety , the { maller the propertion of

laborers , the greater will be that of the { ree hands .

Fruits which are preduced by annual labor , and

fill more , fuchasare the confequence ofa thorough
culrivation , ( f {uchasluxuriant pallure ) givereturns
far {uperior to the nourifhment of thofe employed
in the cultvation ; confequently , all the furplus is

confumed by pecple not employed in agriculture ;
confeguentiy , by thofe who are not bond to refide

upon the {pot which feeds them , and who muy
chufe the habitation beft adapted { or the exercife

of that induflry which is melt proper to produce
an equivient tw the firmers for their funerfivities ,

From this it is plain that the refidence of the

farmers only , is ellentially attached to the place of

cultivation . Hence , farms in fome provinces ,
villages in others .

I now proceed to the other clafs of inhabitants ;
the free hands who live upon the furplus of the

farmers .

Thefe I muft fubdivide into two conditions . The

firll , thofe to whom this furplus direéily belongs ,
We have faid that indullry and manvfoctores are the

occupation of the fics hinds of a thee ; coalequent ’ y , where
the propo tion of thei i the larget , induftry fhou ' d flour ifh
to the groatett advantage ; thatis to uv , in countrits where
the inhabitants live upon the fpoatancous fruits : but that
is not the cafz . Why ? Becaufe thers ic nother circum¬
funce of eyual weight which prevents it . Thefe people are
unaceuainted with want , and want js the fpur to induftry ,
Lat this fullice , in generd , as eo the diftribution of inha¬
bizants dn couniries unacyucinted with labor .
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III . Relative to the cheapnefs of living , confe¬

quently not ( frequently ) in great cities , except for

their own confumption . But it muft be obferved ,
that this laft confideration can hardly ever be per¬
manent : for the very eflablifiment being the nieans
of railing prices , the advantage muft diminifh in

proportion as the undertaking comes to { ucceed .

The heft rule therefore is , to fet down fuch manu¬

fallures upon the banks of navigable rivers , wheres

all necellary provifions may be brought from a dif¬

tance at a fmall coft . This advantage is permanent ,
the others are not ; and may prove in time hurt¬

ful , by a change in thele very circumflances which

decided as to the choice of the fituation . From the

eftablifhment of manufallures we fee hamlets { well

into villuges , and villages into towns .

Sea - ports owe their eflublifhment to foreign trade .

From one or other of thefe and fimilar principles ,
are marina gathered into hamlets , villages , towns ,
and cities ,

C HAP X

Of the Confequences which refult from the Szparation
of the two principal Claffes of a Peope , the Far¬

mers wid tie Iree hands , with regard to their

Dwelling .

i AM next going to examine the confequences
reiniung to the fiate , to tne cituzens , and tw the

landed interen , irom this Kind of {epaiation , 2s 1 may

Vou . i , r
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callit , between the parent earth and her laborious

children , which I fuppofe to take place every where

in proportion to the progrefs of induftry , luxury ,
and the fwift circulation of money .

As to the fate , it is , I think , very plain , that ,
without fuch a difiribution of inhabitants , it would

be impoflible to levy taxes . For aslongas the earth

nourifkes direclly thofe who are upon her furface ,
as long as fhe delivers her fruits into the very hand

of him who confumes them , there is no alienation ,
no occafion for money , confequently no poflibility
of eftablifhing an extenfive taxation , as fhall in its

place be fully explained , and from this principle is ,

Timagine , to be deduced the reafon , why we find

taxation fo little known under the feudal form of

government .
The pericnal fervice of the vaffals , with their cate

tle and fervants , upon all occafions made the power

and wealth of the lords , and their rents were moftly
paid in kind . They lived upon their lands , were

commonly jealous of one another , and had conflant

difputes . This wasa very good reafon to keep them

from coming together . Towns were fituated round

their habitations . Thefe were moflly compofed of

the few trudefmen and manufallurers that were in

the country . ‘ The lord ' s judge , his fifcal , and his

court of record , added to thefe numbers ; law - fuits ,
and the lord ' s attend ce , brought the vaflals fie¬

quently together ; this gave encouragement to houfes

of entertainment ; and this 1 take to be the picture
of the greateft part of { mall towns , if we afcend

three or four hundred years from the prefent time .

Cities were the refidence ofbifhops . Thele lords
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were very independentof the civil government , and

had at the fame time the principal dire @ion in it .

They procured privileges to their cities , and thefe

communities formed themfelves by degrees into

fmall republics : taxes here have ever been familiar .

The feudal lords feldom appeared there , and the

inferior clafles of the people enjoyed liberty and eafe

in thefe cities only .
In fome countries of Europe , as in Germany ,

the principal citizens , in time , became patricians .
In France certain offices of public truft formetimes

procured nobility to thofe who borethem , and always
confideration . The reprefentatives of the citizens

were even admitted into the ftates , and formed the

tiers état . Elfe - where they received cafual marks of

diftinflion from the fovereign , as the Lord Mayor of

London does to this day ufually receive knight¬
hood . In fhort , the only dawning of public liberty
to be met with during the feudal government , was

in the cities ; no wonder then if they increaled .

Upon the difcovery of America and the Eaft - Indies

induftry , trade , and luxury , were foon introduced

in the kingdoms of Spain , France , and England :
the grandeur and power of the Hans - towns had

already pointed out to fovereigns the importance of

thofe objedts .
The courts of princes then became magnificent ;

the feudal lords infenfibly began to frequent them
~

with more affiduity than formerly . The fplendor
of the prince foon eclipfed thofe rays which fhone

around them upon their own lands . They now no

more appeared to one another as objects of jealoufy ,
’ Fa
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but of emulation . Thcy hecame acquainted , began
to relifh 2 court life , and ¢vay onc propoled to

have a Loufe in the capital . A change of habita¬

tion made a chance of circuinflances , bothas to city
and country . As to the city ; in fo far as inhabitants

were incresled , by the addition of the great lords ,
and of thole who followed their example , demand

mcreafed for every fort of provifion and labor ; and

zis quickly drew more inhabitants together . Every
cne vied with another in magnificence of palaces ;
clothes , equipages . Modes changed , and by turns

enlivened the different branches of ingenuity .
Wherice came { o great a number of inhabitants all

ofafudden ? He who would have caft his eyes on the

delerted refidences of the nobility , would have { een

the old people weeping and wailing , and awothing
heard among them but complaints of delolition :
the youth were retired to the city ; there was no

change as to hom ,

‘ This is no doubt 2 piiin confequnence ofa fudden

revolution , which never car happen without being
attended with great izconveniencies . Muny of the

nomercts stiendanits of the nobility who niclcisly
filled every Ionfe aad lnbittion helovzing to the

grestman , weve { Loving for wait . He was at court ,

and celling aloud tor waorey , a thing he was { eldom

accuftored to have coe son for , excepto lock up

in his chet , In oorder to procure tis money , he

found it exncdicut to convert a portion of the per¬

fonial fervices of his vallals into can © Ly tis he loft

his authority , He then locted cut for a larmeer

( nota hufbandnua } for an eftute which he fotmerly
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confumed in its fruits . This undertaker , as I ' may
call him , began by difmiffing idle mouths . Still

greater complaints enfued . At laft , the money

{pent in the city began to flow into the hands of the

induftrious : thisraifed an emulation , and the chil¬

dren of the miferable , who had {elt the { ad effets of

the revolution , but who could not forefee the con¬

fequences , began to profit by it . They became

ealy and independent in the great city , by furnifh¬

ing to the extravagance of thofe under whofe do¬

minion they were born .

This progreflion is perhaps tco minutely traced to

be exact ; 1 therefore flop , to confider the fuz¬

tion of affairs at that period , when all the incon¬

veniences of the fudden revolution had cealed , and

when things were come to the flate in which we

now find them . Capitals fivelled to a great extent

Paris and London appear monftrons to fome , and

are { aid to be a load upon the rcft of the country .

This muft be examined .

We agree , I {uppofe , that the inhabitants of

cities are notamployed in agriculture , and we may

agree thut they are fod by it : we have examined

into the caufes of the increaie of cities , and we

have feen the fund provided for their {ubliftence ,

to wit , the {urplus of fruit : produced by hufbandmen .

What are then the advantages refulting to the

citizens from this great increafe of their city ? I

cannot find any great benefrrciniting to individuais

from that circumflance ; but ! conclude , that the

fsme advantages which many find in particulw ,
F 2
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muft he common to great numbers , confequently
reat numbers are gathered together .

The principal ohjeciions again great cities are ,
that health there is not fo good , that marriages are
not fo frequent as in the country , that debauchery
prevails , and that abufes are multiplied .

To this L anfwer , that thefe objections lic equally
againft all cities , and are not peculiar to thofe com¬

plained of for their bulk ; and that the evils proceed
more from the fpirit of the inhabitants , than from

the fize of the capital . As for the prolongation
of life , it is more a private than a public concern .

It is farther urged , that the number of deaths

exceeds the number of births in great cities ; con¬

fequently fmaller towns . and even the country ,
is ftripped of its inhabitants , in order to recruit

thefle capitals ,
Here deny , firft , that in all capitals the number

of deaths exceeds the number of births ; for in Paris

it 1s otherwife . But fuppofing the affestion to be

true , what conclufion can be drawn from it , except
that many people who are born in the country
die in town . That the country fhould furnith

cities with inhabitants is no evil . What occafion

has the country for fupernumerary hands ? It it

has enough for the fupply of its owir wants , and

of the demands of cities , has it not enough ? Had

it more , the fupernumeraries would either confume

without working , or , if added to the clafs of

laborers , inftead of being added to the number
of free hands » would overturn the balance between
the two clafles ; grain would become too plentiful ,
and that would caft a general difcouragement upon
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agriculture : whereas , by going to cities , they

acquire money , and therewith purchafe the grain
they would have confumed , had they remained

in the country ; and this money , which their addi¬

tional labor in cities will force intc circulation ,
would otherwife have remained locked up , or at

leaft would never have gone into the country , but

in confequence of the defertion of the fupernu¬
meraries . The properand only rightencouragement
for agriculture , isa moderate and gradual increafe

of demand for the productions of the earth : this

works a natural and beneficial increale of inhabit¬

ants ; and this demand muft come from cities , for

the hufbandmen never have occafion to demand ;
it is they who offer to fale .

The high prices of moft things in large cities

is furely a benefit , not a lofs to the country . But

I muft obferve , that the great expenfe of living
in capitals does not affect the lower clafles , nor

the moderate and frugal , in any proportion to

what it does the rich . If you live on beef , mutton ,

bread , and beer , you may live as cheap in London

and in Paris as in mofl cities I know . Thefe articles

abound , and though the demand be great , the

provifion made for fupplying it is in proportion .
But when you come to fifh , fowl , and game ;

delicacies of every kind brought from far , by the

poft , by fhips , and meflengers ; when you have

fine equipages , large houles , expenfive fervants ,

and abundance of wafte in every article , without

one grain of economy in any , it is no wonder that

money fhould run away fo fall

Fa
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I do not , from what has heen faid , conclude ,
that there is any evident advantage in having fo

overgrown a capital as London in { uch a Kiridom
as England ; hut only that 1 de not find vrcat force
in the objcllions T have met with acainit ie , That
there may be oiliers which 1 da not know , Twill
not deny , becaufe Tam net fuflicientdy acquanred
with that Kingdom to be a competent judge of
the mutter .

Let meow conetnde thie chaprer , hy mentioningin what refpedds I think cities an advintuge , ni pe¬
neral , to a connuy and | as co long , 1 { idl
point out wherein they prove a difadvantage , in
perticular , to fome parts of gr,

The general advantages of them are
I . Toremove the vnncecfi ry load upon he fan ,

thofe idle people , wlio ear up a part of the produce
of labor without contributing vo it .

IL The opportuni of levying taxes , and of un 1k¬
ing thefe affc @ the rich , in proportion to the con¬
fumption they mike , without hurting waduiiry or
expor @’ ion ,

HID The advantages refuting ro the landed inter : ft
are no lefs confiderable . ' ilisis proved by univerlal
experience : for we [ eo every wirere , that tie moe
ment any ciiy . town , or viilage, begms ro mereade ,
by te etbhlifiiment of trade or manatiélures , the
lands ronnd about immediately rife m aicir value ,
The recfon of this fcems eafily deduced from the
above principles ,

When a farmer has got hiseconomy under right
regulations , not one fupernumerary , nor ufelers

¬
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mouth , but abundance of hands for every kind of

labor , which is generally the cafe near towns and

cities , the proximity of them difcharges him of every

{fuperfinity . His cattle confiime the exalt quantity
of grain and of forage necceflary ; what remains is

money ; aluperflunus egg is money ; a fupertlnous
day cfacart , of a horfe , a fuperflucus hour of a fer¬

vant , isall money to the farmer , Thercis a conflant

demand for every thing he can do or furnith . To

make this the more {enfibly perceived , remove into

a province , far froma town , and compare fitnations .

There you find abundance of things fuperfluous ,
which cannot be turned into moriey , which there¬

fore are confumed without much neceflity , and with

no profit . It is good to have an eflate there , when

you want to live upon it ; it is better to have one

near the great town , when you do not .

ft may bealledged , that the difadvantages felt by
the diftant farmer and proprietor , when they com¬

pare fituations with thofe fituated near the town , pro¬
ceed from the town : this mufl be examined .

1f the town confume the produce of this diftant

farin , it muft confume it in competition with every

place at a { malier diftance ; confequendy this com¬

petition muft do more gnod than harm to the diftant

farm . If the city confumes none of the produce ,
wherein does it affect it ? It may beanfvered , that ,

by entering into competition with the diftant farmer

forthelaboring inh bitants , thefedefert agriculture ,
in favor of a more lucrative occupation , to he found

in tire city , Scarcity of hands in the country raifes

the price of labor on one hand , whileit diminiflies
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the demand on the other ; confequently the farmer

fuftersa double difadvantage . Of this there can be

no doubt ; butas thefe revolutions cannot by their

nature be { udden , it hecomes the duty of the fate ( ¬

man , whom I fuppofe conftantly awake , to feton

foor directly fome branch of indufiry in every fuch

diftunt part of the country ; and as prices will di¬

minith tor a while , for the reafons above - mentioned ,
this will provean encouragement to the eftablilhment ;
this again will accelerate propagation , as it will

prove an outlet for children , and , in a fhort

time , the farmer will find himfelfin a better fituation

than ever . But even without this afliftance from the

fate , afew years will fetall to rights , providing the

{piritotindufiry is kept up : for cities , by fivelling ,
extend their demand to the moft diltant corners

ofacountry ; the inhabitants who defert do not ceafe

to confume , and there by they repair the hurt they
did by their defertion . [ appeal to experience for the

truth of this . Do we not perceive demand exten¬

ding every year farther and farther from great capi¬
tals ? I know placesin France which , twenty years

ago , never knew what it was to fend even a delicacy
to Paris , but by the poft , and which now fend

thither every week loaded waggons , with many
thoufand weight of provifions ; info much that I may
almoft fay , that a fatted chicken in the moft diftant

province of that country can be fold with great profit
in the Paris market during all the winter feafon ; and

cattle carry thither their own flefh cheaper than any

waggon can . What diftant farm then can complain
of the greatnefs of thatnoble city ? There is how¬



CHar . X . POLITICAL ECONOMY . 75

ever a cafe , where a diftant part of a country may

fuffer in every refpect , to wit , when the revolution

is fudden ; as when arich man , ufed to { pend his

income in his province , for the encouragement of

induftry , goes to Paris or London , and ftays away

for a year or two , without minding the intereft of the

eftate he abandons . No doubt that muft affect his

province in proportion ; but in every revolution

which comes on gradually by the defertion of fuch

as only lived by their indufiry , new mouthsare born

and fupply theold . The only queflion is about em¬

ploying them well : while you have fuperfluous food

and good economy , a country will always reap the

fame benefit from her natural advantages .
IV . Another advantage of cities is , the neceflity

arifing from thence of having great roads , and

thefe again prove a confiderable encouragement to

agriculture :
The milerable condition of roads over all Europe

almoft , till within thefe hundred years , is a plain

proof of the feanty condition of the cities , and

of the fmall encouragement formerly given towards

extending the improvement of the foil .

Let any one examine the fituation of the landed

interefl before the making of great roads in feveral

proviuces in France , and compare it with what it

is at prefent , If this be found a difficult inquiry ,
let him compare the appearance of young gentle¬
men of middling fortune , as he finds them at Paris ,

or in their regiment , with that of their fathers ,

who live in their province in the old way , and he

will have a very good opportunity of perceiving
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the proarels of eafe and refinement in that clafs ,
which has proceeded fram no other caufe than the

improvement of the ful . People complain that

prices are rites ; of tas there is no doubt with

regard to many articles . Is it not quite confiftent

with our principles ? It is not becanie there 1s now

a lager mals of money in the kingdom , thovrgh
I hew this to Be une , and alfo thot this circum¬

fave may have contithuted to raife prices ; but

the direct principle which hos inlluenced them ,
and which will always regulate their rile and fall ,
is the increafe of danand . Now the great reads

1a manner csriv thie foods to market ; they { vem

to fhorten diftunces , they auzmient thie number of

carriages of all forts . they remove the inconve¬

nicnces ahove - mendonad relnizing from the dif¬

tance of the city . The more diftant parts of the

country come to market , in competition with the

farmers in the neighbourhood of the cities . This

competition might make the rents of lands lying
round fuch as were the firfl to encourage induitry ,
fink in their value . Bur the hurt in this refed
done to the proprictors of thefe lands would { oon

be repaired . The cities would increale in bulk ,
demand would increafe alfo , and prices would rife

a - new . Every thing which employs mhabitants

ufefully promotes confumption ; and this again is

an advantage to the late , as it draws money from

the weafures of the rich into the hands of the

mduftrious , The ealy tran {portation of fruits pro¬
duces this efl : @: the diftant farmer can employ
his - idle hours in providing , and the idle days of
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i . is fervants and cattie in fending , things to market ,
fiom farms which formerly never knew what it

was to {ell { uch produltions .
I fall carry thefe fpeculations no farther , bat

conclude by oblerving , that the making of roads

muit advance population , as they contribute to

the edvaircement of agriculture ,

C HAP XL

Of the Diftribution of Inhabitants into Clafles ; of
the Employment and Multiplication of tiem .

Havine deduced the effets of modern poliey ,
in affembling fo large a propertion of inhabitants

into cities , it is proper to point out the principles
which fhould dire @ the flatefoian to the proper

means of providing , fupporting , and employing
them . Without this they neither can live nor

multiply . Their parent , Earth , has in a manner

banifhed them Irom her bofom ; they have her

no mae to fuckle them in idlenels ; induflry has

gathered them together , fabor mufl jupport them ,

and that weft produce a { urplus for bringing up

children . If thie refource fhould fail , mifery will

enfuc : the depopulation of the cities will be fol¬

lowed by the ruin of the lands , and all will go to

wreck together .
We have already laid down the principles which

appear the molt natural 0 engage mankind to

labor , fuppofing all to be free ; and we have
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obflerved how flavery , in former times , might
work the fame effet , as to peopling the world ,

that trade and induftry do now ; men were then

forced to labor becaufe they were flaves to others ,
men are forced to labor now becaufe they are

flaves to their own wants : provided man be made

to labor , and make the earth produce abundantly ,
and providing that either authority , indufiry or

charity , can make the produce circulate for the

nourifhment of the free hands , the principle of a

great population is brought to a full adlivity .
1 fhall now fuppofe thefe principles to be well

underftood . Wants promote induftry , induftry
gives food , food increafes numbers : the next quel
tion is , how numbers are to be well employed .

Itis a general maxim in the mouth of every body ;
increafe the inhabitants of the ftate : the ftrength
and power of a ftate is in proportion to the number

of its inhabitants ,

I am not fond of condemning opinions ; but 1

am very much for limiting general propofitions ,
I have hardly ever elcaped being led mto error by
every one I have laid down . Nothing is { o fyfle¬
matical , nothing fo pretty in a treatife as general
maxims ; they facilitate the diftribution of our ideas ,
and | have never been able to dafh them out but

with a certain regret .
As 1 often recur to private economics for clearing

ap my ideas concerning the political , 1 have afked

myfelf , if it be a general rule , that the mafter of

a family fhould increafe the mouths of it , to the

full proportion of all he can feed ? Now it is my
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opinion , that in a fmall family well compofed ,
and where every one is properly employed , both

mafter and fervants are much happier than in others

vaftly more numerous , where the fame order and

regularity is not kept up ; and that a { mall number

of well difciplined foldiers is more formidable ,
and really fironger , than the numerous populace
of a large city .

The ufe of inhabitants is to be mutually fer¬

viceable one to another in particular , and to the

{ociety in general . Confequently , every flate fhould ,
in good policy , firft apply itfelf to . make the inha¬

bitants they have an { wer that purpefe , before they
carry their views towards augmenting their numbers .

I think it is abfurd to wifh for new inhabitants ,
without firft knowing how to employ the old ; and

it is ignorance of the real eftecls of population , to

rmagine that an increafe of numbers will infallibly
remove inconventencies which proceed from the

abufes of thofe already exifling .
1 fhall then begin by fuppofing that inhabitants

require rather to be well employed than increafed

in numbers ,

If 1 know the number of inhabitants , I may
know the proportion which die every year : con¬

fequently , 1 know how many pairs of breeders are

neceflury to keep up the flock . 1f 1 want to raife

twenty buthels of grain only , I do not fow my
lands with twenty . bufhels . If 1 have as many
children born as there are people who die , I have

enough by the fuppolfition . But thefe children

mufl be raifed proportionally , from the diflerent
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claffes of inhabitants , which I here confider as

diftributed into two conditions ; thofe who do not

Iaber , and thofe who do . Muy Inot venture to fay,
that there 1s no abfulute neceflity that thofe of the firft

clafs fhould multiply in order to recruit tire fecond ,

If then the fecond clafs iskeptup to its proper flan¬

dard by its own multiplicaticn , and if their werk he

all confumed , will it not be found that the dimi¬

nution of thofe mouths who do not work , and which

appear only uletul m confideration of the confump¬
tion tlicy make , is no real lofs to the nation ? But to this

itisobjedied , that if the number of the fiift clafs be

diminithed ,the work of the fecond will lie upon hand .
Here llook for my anfwer fiom what daily ex¬

perience points out . Two perfons ( A) and (Bj have
each 1000 / a year ; ( A) has many children , (13) has

none : they both {pend thew income © ( A) upon the
necefliries of jie fur hisfainily . and for the education

of his children ; for the fupplving of which , thofe of
the working clafsare enly employed , for who ever
does or gives any thing ior money . I confider us a
worker : ( B) { pends his icome asa tafhionuble voung
gentzman , he hasa fine churet , abundanee of foot¬
men in laced liveries 3 in fhore , withont examining
into the particulars of his evpente, ; ind the whole

1000f fpentatthe end oi tiie year . Neither ( A) nor

( Bj do any work ; norareany ol ( A' s ) ehildien necef¬

farv asa iupply to the workuig hands , by the fup¬
puoititon . Is it not true then , that ( 8) has confunied
as much work or fervice , for thefe | confider as tue
fame thing , as ( A) with his family ? Nay , I ' may fill

go farther , and affirm , that ( B) has conuibuted as

much



Ciar . XI . POLITICAL ECONOMY . 8s

much , if not more , to population than ( A) . For

if it be true , that he who gives fcod gives numbers ,
I fay , that the expenfe of ( B) hasgiven food to the

children of the induftrious employed by him : con¬

fequently , in place of having directly contributed to

the increafe of the idle of the fate , which is the cafe

with ( A) , he hasindirellly contributed to the mul

tiplication of the induftrious . What good then does

the flate reap from ( A' s ) children from his mar¬

riage , from his multiplication ? Indeed , I fee no

Liarm although he had remained a bachelor : for

thole who produce only idle confumers , certainly
add neither riches , ftrength , or eafe toa flate . And

itis of fuch people alone that thers is any queftion
here .

From this I conclude , that there can be no deter¬

mined number of rich idle confumers neceflury to

employ a determined number of induftrious people ,
no more than of mafters to employ a fixt number

of menial fervanis . Do we not fee a fingle man fre¬

quently attended by more fervants than are necef

fary when he gets a wife and family : nay , it many
times happens , that a young man , upon his mar¬

riage , diminifhes the number of his domeftics , in

order to give bread to his children .

If riches are calculated , as 1 hope to be able to

fhow , for the eiicouragement of induflry ; if circu¬

lation is to be accelerated by every method , inorder

to give bread to thole who are difpoled to work , or ,
in other werds , who are difpof =d to become vigor¬
ous renibers of the commonweslth , by contributing
with their [ trength , their ingenuity , or their talents ,

Vor . L G
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to {upply her wants , to augment her riches , to

promote and adminiflera good government at home ,

or to ferve it abroad : then , I fay , the too great

multiplication of thofe , who come under none of

thefe clailes , the idle confumers as 1 have called

them , contribute direflly to make the other part

languifh .
There 1s no governing a fate in perfection , and

confequently no ciecuting the plan of a right dif¬

tribution of the inhabitants , without exaltly know¬

ing their fituation as to numbers , their employment ,

the gains upon every fpecies of induftry , the num¬

bers produced frown each clafs . Thefe are the means

of judging how far thefe of a particular trade or oc¬

cupation are ina fituation bring up a family . To

examine , on the cther hand , the fate of the higher
claffes who do not labor , the eafe of their circum¬

flances , and the ufe the fate has for their fervice ,

may appear fuperfluous . Since thofe who do not

work , muft be fuppofed to have where - withal to

live ; and confequently , not to fland in need of

afliftance . But thus is not every where , nor always

the cale : many excellent fubjeiis arc loft to a flare ,

for want of a proper attention in the flatefiman to

this objet .
I have ohferved how necelliry a thing it was to

govern a people according tv their {pirtt : now by

governing Lunderfland , protecting cherithing , and

fupporting , as well as punting . reftramme and

exalling , If thereiore , there be found inany country ,

a very numerous nobility , who look upon trade

and tiie inlerior arts , as unbecoming thew birth ; a
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good flatefinan muft reflect upon the {pirit of for¬
mer times , and compare it with that of the prefent .
He will then perceive , that thefe fentiments have

been tranfmitted { rom father to fon , and that fix

generations are not elapled fince , over all Europe ,
they were univerfully adopted : that although tha

revolution we talked of in the roth chap . has in

effect rendered them lefs adapted to the fpirit of the

prelent times , they are however produélive of ex¬
cellent cornfequences ; they ferve as a bulwark to

virtue , againft the allurements of riches ; and it is

dangercus to force a fet of men who form a con¬
fiderable body ina flare , from neceility , to trample
wider foot , what they have been perfuaded from

their infuncy to be the teft of a noble and generous
mind .

About 200 years ago , the nobility of feveral na¬

tions , I mean , hy this term , all people wel ] born ,
whether adorned with particular marks of royal fa¬

vor er not , ufed to live upon the produce of their
lands . In thole days there was litle luxury , little
circnlation ; the lands fed numbers of ufelefs mouths ,
in the modern acceptation of ufeleds , confequently
produced a very moderate inconie in money to the

proprietors , who were , notwithilanding , the moft
comfiderable pafons inthe flate . This clafs of in¬
habitants reraming inaclive in the country , during
the revelution above mentioned , have , in confe¬

giienies of the introduciion of mdnflry , trade and

luxury , infeniibly had the balance of wealth , and

confequently of confideration turned aganft them .
Or thus there is no doubt . ‘ Lhis clas however has

G2
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retuned the military {pirit , the lofty fentiments ,

and notwithffanding of their depreflionin point of

iovinne , are found calenlated io fhine the hrightef ,
when fet ina prover clevation . In times of peace ,

when trade Hourifhes , the lufire of thole wiio wallow

in public money , the weizht and confideration of

the wealthy merchant , and even the cafe and af¬

fuence of the induftrious tradefman , eclipfe the

poor nobility : they become an object of contempt

to bad citizens , an obicéi of compatlion to the good ;
and political writers imagine they render them an

important fervice , when they propofe to receive

them into the lower clafles of the people . But when

danger threatens from abroad , and when armies

are brought into the ficld , compare the behaviour

of thefe conducted by a warlike nobility , with thofe

condudled by the fons of labor and indufiry ; thole

who have glory , with thofe who have gain for their

point of view . Let the fate only fufter this nobility

to laagnidh without a proper encouragement , there
hal

is no fear but they will foon difappear ; their lands

will becon : e pr felled by people of a way of thinking
more a la wmode , and the army will quickly adopt
new fentiments , more analogous to the {pint cta

moneyed intereft

1 fd nothing more aff =dling to a good mind , than

to fee the diftedds of a poor nobility in both fexes .

Some have propoled trade for this clafs . Why deo

you not trade ? 1 anfwer , tor the nobility ; Becuule ,

in order so rade , I munft have money . This objec¬
tion is unaniwerable . Why then : do you not apply
te ether branches of indultry ? If it is the flate who
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is fuppofed to afk the queftion , I alk , in my tarn ,

Whatadvantage fie can reap from their induflry ?
What profit from their becoming fhop - keepers ,

weavers , or taylors ? Are not , or ought notall thefe

clafes to be provided with hands from their own

multiplication ? What advantage can fhe reap by
the children of one clas taking the bread out of the

mouths of another ?

If the fentimentsin which the nobility have been

educated , prove detrimental to the flate , throw a

difcouragement npon them . If birth is to be no

mark of diftinflion , iet it net be diflinguithed by

any particular privilege , which in appearance feis

that clafs above the level of thofe with whom the

flate intends they fhould be incorporated . You do

not make your valet de chambre get behind your

coach , though upon an occafion it might be conve¬

nient , and though perhaps he had been your foot¬

man the day before ; you would even turn him cut

of doors , did he not change his company with his

rank .

If you cannot afford to have a nobility , let it

die away : grant , as in England , the title of noble

to one of a fumily , and letall the reft he commoners ;

vhat is to fay , diflinguiiled by no perfonal privilege
whatfoever from the loweft clafies oi the people . But

if you want them to { erve you az foldiers , and that

they fhould preferve thole fentiments you approve

of in a foldier , take care at leaf } of their children . If

thele appear to you poor and 125

wandering up and down thicie abies Land , chafing
2 wreeched hare ova paride , compare them , wher

1, wile they are

FRIES
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in the troops , with thele of your wealthy neigh .
bours , if anv fuch yeu have .

The eflablithment of wn Awiel militaire hows at

leaft that there

a seep ’ e who lend an car to fuch

reprefeatitions . 1 do not propoi > thar a prince
fhould divert into that channel tole fireams of

wealth which fow from every part of the flate ,

though nothin iz more reafon : ble than for men to

pay in order to protect their gains , hut let a tax be

nupoled upon snieble property , aud let that be ap¬

plied for thie cducation of the generous youth from

their earlicft years . There the flute will have all

under her eye, they are bier children , ber fubjedis ,
and they afk no more than to be taken { rou the ob¬

{curity of their habitations , and rendered capable
of bemg employed while youny und vigorous .
When thay have done their ek , the country which

‘ produced them will receive them back into lier warm

bofom ; there they will produce others like thems

felves , and fupport the {pirit and
propa

ation of

their own clais , without becoming any clharge upon
others .

A fatefman fhould male it his endeavour to em¬

ploy as many of every clals as potlibl : . and when

employment fatis in the cecrumen run of afl ars , to

contrive new outlets fur young pecple of every de¬

romination . The oldand idle are loftbeyond reco¬

very in many particulars .
The mutnal relations likewile , through mnduflry,

between clafs and clafs fhould be multiplied and

encouraged to the utmoft . Relations by marriage ,
Iam apt to believe , prove here more hurtful than
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beneficial . That is to fay , I would rather difcour¬

age the intermarriage of the perfons of different

clafles ; but I would encourage , as much as poffible ,
all forts of mutual dependencies between them , in

the way of their trades . Thelaft tends to keep every

one employed , according to the wants and fpirit of

his clafs ; the firft is produdlive in general of no

good effet that I can perceive ; which is reafon fuf¬

ficient for a flate to give atleaft no encouragement

to fuch marriages , and this is all the reftraint proper

to be impofed .
Such members ofthe fociety asremain unemploy¬

ed , either from natural infirmities or misfortunes ,

and who thereby become a load upon others , are

really a load upon the flate . This is a difeale which

muft be endured . There is no bedy , no thing ,

without difeafes . A ftate fhould provide retreats

of all forts , for the different conditions of her decay¬

ed inhabitants : humanity , good policy , and chril¬

tianity , require it . Thus much may be faid in

general upon the principles which dire the employ¬

ment and diftribution of inhabitants , which in every

ftate mull be different , according to circurnflances

relating to the extenflon , fituation and foil of the

country , and aboveall , to the {pirit of the people .
Iam next to offer fome confiderations with regard

to the proper methods of augmenting numbers .
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Of tic great Advantage of combining a well digofled
Theory and «a perfect Knowledge of Lacs with the

Part of Geecrmment , in order to muke a People
practical muliiply ,

We have the happinels to live in an age where

daily opportunities oficr , of perceiving tie differ¬

ence hetween exercifing an art according to the

mechanical received pradiice , and according to the

principles which fludy and refinement hive ntro¬

duced for bringing it to perfection . This wali ap¬

pear in the frronzeft light to one who compres the

operation of building an ordinary houte , with that

of executint a great public work , where the molt

able architedls are employed ; the making a coms

mon parifiroad , with that of 2 military way , through
mountains , forefts , and marfhes . In the irl , every

difficulty appears wnfurmenntable : in the fecond ,
the greateft obftacles eve made to vanifh . By com¬

paring thefe things , we diftinguifh between the

artift , who proceeds by the rules of thc feience , and

the ordinary tradefim my, who has no other refource

than common practice , aided by his own ingenuity .
Lvery branch of { cience muft be carried to per¬

feflion by a mafter in it , formed by the hand of

nature , and improved by application and experi¬
ence . The great genius of Mr . de Colbert faw

through the confulion and perplexity of the ad¬

miniltration of the French finances ; he invented
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refources for fwelling the public treafure , which

never would have been liable to fo many inconve¬

niencies as are complained of , had the adminil¬

tration been conducted with as much difinterefted¬

nefs , as it was {et on foot with ability . The genius
of Mr . Law was original as to figures and paper credit .

Sir Robert Walpole difcovered new principles of

taxation , he extended the plan of public credit , and

reduced the application of it to a fcience . Thefe

were born ftate { men , they were creators of new ideas ,

they found out new principles for the government of

men , and led them by their interefl to concur in the ,
execution of their plans . Men of a fpeculative dif

pofition may broach hints , although the force of

theory , deftitute of pratiice , and unaflified by ex¬

periment , be not { uflicient to carry them the length
of forminga plan . A great genius , with power and

authority , has occafion for no more than a hint to

ftrike out the fyflern , and to carry it , with { uccefs ,
into execution .

No problems of political economy feem more ob¬

fcure than thofe which influence the multiplication
of the human fpecies , and which determine the dif¬

tribution and employment of them , fo as Deft to

advance the profperity of each particular {ociety .
I have no where found thefe matters treated to

my wiflt , nor have I ever been able to fatisfy myfelf
concerning them . There are many clouds which

fiill cover the { ruitful fields of this fcience ; and until

thefe he difiipated , the poliiical eye cannot take in

the whole landfcape , nor judge of the deformities

which appear in the many reprefentations which

our modern painters are daily giving of it .
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I may here , without an imputation of vanity ,

pnt myfelf fo far upon a level with the great Mon .

teiquicy , as toadopt the faying of Correggio , lo anche

for mitore : Lanaiio a dawber ; for I {rankly acknow¬

lea se my own infuflicieney to treat this {ubject with

petfpicnity : mv frequent repetitions , and my often

returning to itar diferent times , in order to cicar up

my ideas and thofe of my readers , { hows plainly , that

Ian : fenfitle of iny own indofficiency . By fetting it

in different lights , and viewing it as it were { rom

different ftations , perhaps both my reader and 1

may come at aft to fee a litde clearer .

In a former chapter , have endeavoured to lay
down the principles which influence muluplication :
but alas ! they are all {uo general , that they can be

confidered only as the molt remote . They may

fatisfy a {light fpeculation , but cin be of lirde ufc

in pradlice . 1 have principally infifted upon thole

which are found to operate at all tes among fo¬

cietics where prumitive funplicity prevails , Now

this matter comes to be examined in a more com¬

plex light , as relative to the modern manners of

mankind . which no flatelmain , however able , can

change , where trade , indufiry , luxury , credit , taxes ,

and debts , are introduced . In thefe the mofl polite
nations of Furope are involved This is a chain of

adamant , it hangs together by a cohefion , which the

fuccefiive revolutions of three centuries have fo

cemented with the {jririt of nations , that it appears

to be indiffoluble . tis not my buiinefs tv ex¬

amine how fir the modern fyftem is to be preferred
to the ancient ; my point of view is , to inveltigate
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how a flatefman may turn the circumftances which

have produced this new plan of economy to the

beft advantage for mankind , leaving the reformation

of { uch plan to time and events , of whichlamnot

the mafier . Schemes of recalling ancient fimplicity ,
and of making mankind honeft and virtuous , are

beautiful fpeculations : ladmire them as much as any

body , but not enough to believe them prallicable
in our degenerate age .

If therefore the principles I here lay down appear

contradictory to fo amiable a {yftem of policy , let

no man thence conclude any thing to my difad¬

vantage upon the account of my particular opinion
of it , which is a matter of no importance what¬

foever . My object is to examine the confequences
of what we feel and { ce daily pafling , and to point
out how far the bad may be avoided , and the

good turned to the beft advantage .
The lofs of ancient {implicity , and the introduc¬

tion of this complicated fcheme of living , has

rendered the mechanrifm of government infinitely
more difficult , and almoft every diforder in the

political body affefls multiplication . Depopulation
is as certain a mark of political difeafes , as wafting
is of thofe in the human body . The increafe of

numbers in a fiate { hows youth and vigor ; when

numbers do not diminith , we have an idea of

manhood , and of age when they decline .

The importance of the fubjedl therefore requires
me to bring it once more upon the carpet , in

order to inquire into the proper methods of re¬

floring and preferving youth , and of difiufing
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vigor into every articulation , into every vein ,
mto cvery nerve , as 1 may fay , of a modem

fociety .
In the republic of Lycurgus an unmarried man

met with no refpelt ; Lecauie no rezfon but dee

bauchery couid prevent his manying . Marriage
was noload ina Mite whae all were { ed and taken

cire of at the public charce . A Sparian who did

net ary , was condidered 2s ene who rofufed to
contribute towards recruiting of the army , only
to gratify a vicious hubir ,

‘ ihe jus trium liberorum , and the other encoun .

ragerenis given by Auguflus Calur to engage the

Ramuns to marry , were calculated chiefly fur the

nobility , and only for the citizens , but not at all
for the inferior clafs ( the flaves ) bound to labor .

The vice to be correled , and that which the

emperor had in his eye in thole infliutions , was
the prodigal and diliclute life of rich men who

lived in celibacy . This affected the Roman fate ,
and deprived it of its principal force , the military
power , the equites . Judge of the force of this

clals by the numbers of them deflroyed at Cannz .

In thole duys , the chief encouragement to multi¬

plication was to be ditcCied towards the higher
clafles ; tiie lower clafles of the peanle ( by far the

moft numerous in all counties and in ail ges )
were cally recruited , by the in portation of faves .

as they are now um the Well - Indies , where , con¬

feqeadiy , the lime principle mud naturally operate ,
which fixed the attention of the wife emperor .
The flate of affuiss in Yurepe , and in England
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particularly , is changed entirely , by the eftablifh¬

nent of univerfal liberty . Our lowelt clafles are

aliolutely free ; they belong to themfelves , and

anit bring vp their own children , eife the ftate

becomes depopulated . There is no refource to us

com imporiation , whether by fhips , or alls of

pariiamcnt for naturalization . We fhall always

have a numerous and free common peuple , and

fiall conftantly have the fame inconveniencies to

firugcle with , as leng as the lowell clafles remain

in fuch depreflion as not to be able to fupport
their own numbers . Here then lies the difficulty .

In order to have a flourithing ftate , which Sir

William Temple beautifully compared to a pyramid ,

we muft form a large and fclid bafis of the loweft

claffes of mankind . As the clafles mount in wealth ,

the pyramid draws narrower until it terminate in

a point , ( as in monarchy ) or in a { mall quars ,

as in the ariftocratical and mixed governments .

This loweft clafs therefore muft be kept up , and ,

25 we have faid , by is own multiplication . But

where every one lives by his own induiry , a

comuetition comes in , and he who works cheapelt

gins the preference . How can a married man ,

who Las children to maintain , difpute this prefe¬

rence with one thatis fingle ? The unmarried there¬

fore force the others to ftarve ; and the bafis of

the pyramid is contralled . Let this fhort { ketch

fa moft important part of our fubjett ufiice at

prefcut ; it fhall be takex up and examined at more

lenath , in the chupier of phyfical necefluries , or

natarul wants .
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From tius refulis the principal caufe of decay in

modernitites © itrefults from liberty , ard isinfepar¬
ally conn ied with it ,

Scveral medern writers upen this fubject , recom¬

mend mains , nie flrongdim miner , to all claffes

of mhabiuais yeta parifh priefl night , properly
enough , not be warranted to join a couple unlels

ihey could male it appear that their children were

not likely to becorne a burden to the parifh , Could

any fault be found , reafonably , with { uch a regula¬
tion ? Thole wiioare grawitoufly { td by others are

aload upon the fate , and noacquifiiion , certainly ,
fo longus they continue fo . Nothing is fo eafy as to

marry ; nothing fo natural , elpecially among the

lowerfort . Butasinordertoreap , itis notfuilicient

to plowand to fow , fo in order te bring up children ,
itis not fuflicient to nuarry , A nell is neceliury for

every animal which produces a Liclpicls brood : a

houle is the nef for children : but every man who can

beget a child cannot build orrenta route ,

Thefe reflclions lead me to make a ditinéiion

which I apprehend may be ofufe in clearing up our

ideasconcerning population . Letme therfore con¬
fider the generation of mai in a political light , and

it will prefent idelf under two forms . The one asa
real muluiplication , the ether only as procreation ,

Children produced from parents who are able to
maintani them , and bring them up to a way of

geting bread for themsicives , do really muldply and
fervethe flue . Thole bornol parents whote fubfi¬
ence is precatious , or which is proporticned Sly
to their own phyiical neceliary , have a precarious
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exiftence, , and will undoubtedly begin their Life by

being beggars . Many fuch will perifh for want

of food , but many more for want of eae ; their

mendizity will be accompanied with that of their

parents , and the whole will go to ruin ; accor¬

ding to the admirable expredlion of the Marechal de

Vauban , inhis Dixme Royale . Le mendiciié , lays he ,

eft un inal qui tue bientot fon herune . He had many

examples of the truth of it before his eyes ; whoever

has not , muft have feen littie of the werld .

When marriage is contracled without the requi¬

ires for multiplication , itprodices a procreation ,
attended with the above mentioned inconveniencies ;

and as by far the greater partof inhzbitants are in the

lower claifes , it becomes the duty of a fiatefinan to

provide againftfuchevils , if he intends , ufefully to

increale the number ot his prople .

jivery plan propofed for this purpofe , which docs

not proceed upon an exact recapitulation of the

inhabitants ofa country , purithby parifh , will prove

nothing mere than an exprdient for w alwing in the

dark . Among { uch reeapitulztions or lifts I would

recommend , as an improverientupon thofel have

{ een in the Marechal de Veuban s excellent perfor¬
mance above cited , and in the {laces of his Pruflian

Majefty , or ¢lfewere , to have one made ut , clatling
all the inhabitants , not only bythe trades they ex¬

ercife , but by thofe of their fathers , witha view to

diftin guifh thofe clufles which multiply , from thofe

which only procreate . 1 fhould be glad alio to fee

bills of mortality made out for every clafs , princi¬

paily to compare thc birtlis and deaths of the children

in than ,
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Ter me whe an example . Suppofe then , that

I have before me a general recapitulation of all

the inhabitants of a country , parith by parifh ,
where they may eppear diftributed under the refpec .
tive denominations of their fathers ’ employment .
I fall immediately find a confiderable number

produced { rom the higher clufles , from thofe who

live upon an income already provided , and upon

branclies of induftry which produce an caly and

ample fubfiftence . Thefe have no occafion for the

affiftance of the ftate in bringing vp their children ,
and you may encourage marriage , or permit celi¬

bacy in { uch clafles , in proportion to the ufe you

find for their ollspring when they are brought up .
When 1 come to the lower cliffs , I examine ,
for example , that of Jioemarcrs , where 1 find a

certain number produced . lhis number 1 firfk

compare with the number of hoemakers adlually
exiting . and then with the nnmber of marriages
fubfifting among them , ( for I fuppofe recaputula¬
tions of every kind ) from which I difcover the

ferality of muarringe , and the fuccefs of multpli¬
cation in that part . Wien the flute of the quel
tion is examined , clals by clais , 1 can decide where

niarriage fucceeds , and where it does not . I have

faid , that Limage ican advantage that every clafs

fhonld fupperta leaft its own numbers ; and when

it does mere , | houbd wiih ( were it pofhible ) that

the higher clafles might be recroiied from the

lower , rather than the lower from the higher ; the

one feems a mark of profperity , the other of decay :
but
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but I muft confefs that the fuft is by far the moft

difficult to be obtained .

According therefore to circumflances , and in

coniftence with thefe principles , would encourage

marriage by taking tiie children off the hands of

their parents . Where marriage fucceeds the wort ,
it it happens to be in a very low clafs , great er¬

couragement ( hould be given to it : perhaps the

whole flould be taken care of . Certain trades may
be loaded with one child , others with two , and

fo progreflively . But of this , more in another

place . I beg it may not here be imagined that I

propofe , that the whole of the lower cluifes of

people are to marry and propagate , and that the

ftate is to feed all their ollspring . My view extends

no farther , than to be afiured of having { uch a

number of children yearly taken care of as {hall

anfwer the multiplication propofed , and that thefe

be pronorrionally raifed frora cach clafs , and from

each pare of the corny , and prodaced from mare

viages protecied by the flate , diftingnifhed from

the others . which under a frze covernment muft

always be fond expofed ro the incenvenisncies

of want aud mifery . To anard againfl { uch evils

cught to Lie another oljit of public care . Hoi¬

pitals for lonndlings are an admirable inftirntion ;
and colonies are an onder for {npertinous inhabi¬

tanta . But infendibly enter tuto a detail which

exceeds my plan . To lay down a fcheme , you
muft fuppofe a particular flote perfectly known .

This lies beyond my reach , and theretove 1 hall

o no farther , hut illnitrate what have ( uid , by
Vor . I . H
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feme obfervations and redicéiions which feem ana¬

logous to the fubij . lu

1 have not here propofed plans of multiplication
inconfiflent with the fpirit of the nations with which

f am a little acquainted ; nor with the religion

profeffed in Europe , for many realons , obvious

ro any rational mun . Put principally , becaufe ,

i believe , it will be found , that a fuflicient abun¬

dance of children ave born already ; and that we

Nave neither oceafton for concubinage , nor poly¬

samy , to mcreale their numbers . But we want a

right method of talking care of thofe we have , in

order to produce a multiplication proportioned to

thie potlibility of our providing nourifhinent and

employment . 1 Lave therdore propoled , thata

Qatefman , well informed of the fiteation of his

people , the flate of every clafs , the number of

MAarciages folind in each , fhould fay , let there be

fo many marriages authorized in every clals , diftri¬

buted in a cevtamn proportion for every parifh ,

city , horough , & c In the country ; let rules be

laid down to diet a preference , in cafe of a

corrpetivon , butween didlarent couples ; and let

the conjequence of this approbation be , to relieve

the parents of all children above a certain number ,

as has been fue 1 propele no new limitations

upon wanriage , beside am a friend to liberty ,

and becante fuch line tions wonld flock the {pitt
of the times . 1 thardore would frennly recom

mend hofpitals for fon dings over oi } the country ;

awd fil more frongly the frugdd maintenance of
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children in fuch hofpitals , and their being bred

up carly to fill and recruit the loweft clafies of

the peopia

C II A po XIIL

Continuation of the fame Subje ( ?, vith regard to the

Nevegiicy of having ceall Llfs of Births , Deatls
and Mar - ioges , for every Clafs of Inhabitants in a

modern Society .

Viz Deriinom has { urnithed { ome tables which

fhow the proportion between marriages and births

in Yogland , to be as 1 to 4 ; that of births to

burials as 1 } * to 1 : from which it appears that

multiplication there goes on , though flowly : a

mark of vouth and vigor . Dr . Davenant values

the augmenution at goo a year . Could matters

be kept ot that fandard , 1 fheuld prefer it by far

to a more rapid nmldplication : it amounts to

about a mulion in a century ( without entering
into accumulations or exact calculations ) and the

longer youth is prefurved fo much the better . A

rapid multiplic ton will top at lune period , and

that ftop , which marks diftrels , muoft produce great

ncouvenlencies .

Thele calculations extralted from very lame

vouchers , { how how neeeffary it is 10 have authentic

recapitulitions : fince , lane as they are , it 1s from

thee and the line , thar Dr . Hailey , and others ,
have cateulated the value ol annuities , which ( at
a time when all the flutes of burope are borrowing

a
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money at the expenfe of every man ’ s private in - |
duflry or propurty ) ont to be valued at their

reid ort Ivey , beoall thd eadenlations of

mostly
it appenss that what we hove called

the shule of 1uarriage or procreation is included , :

If it be true , ws Lihink te is , from what 1 have !

fecen aul obferved , thet numoers , clpee ally of (

childien , amone the lower cldivs , perifh from the

eflidts of indiverce ; other dircdity by want of

fuod , ov by difenits oo auadled gradually from the

want of convenent cafe ; and that others periin for

wart of cure , when the Lizhtelt allflance of a

{ tren ro acs thom Blood , weuld be [ nfficient to

nfl the indammatory diftemperspreioone Lem
a . A J .
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clafs , as I can have of thofe of the cities of Paris ,
London , or Dreflaw . 1 want to know from what

parents thole multitudes of poor which I find every
where are fprung ; and moft of all w have fuch

accounts from different countries , where different

manners prevail . For no juft condufion can he

drawn from the comparifon of falls , without

examining circumftances . The moll barren clafs

in one country , may be the moft fruitful in another .

As an example of this , let any one compare the

fate of marriage among the fcotmen of London

and of Paris .

I find error concealed every where under general
propofitions . The children of the poor , {ays cue ,
thrive better than thofe of the rich . 1f it be fo , it

ought not to be foin commonreafon . Butthe fame

perfon will tell you , Ihave made my fon amerchant ;
he will be a richman . Why ? Becaufe ( A B) was a

merchant , who , from nothing , died worth a hun¬

dred thoufand pounds . Dutit you go through all the

letters of tlie alphabet following ( A B) , among thofe

who fet out as he did , you will find , that perhaps
every one of them died a bankrupt . Thofe who prove
fuccefsful are remarkable : thofe who milcarry are
never heard of , Itisjult fo with refpedi to the quedtion
before us . But to rectum to our tables , and what are
called calculations .

One mariage produces four ¢hildren ata medium
m Iingland . Ii you rceion c,000 . 000 of people in
that country , and that part dies annually , then
to keep up the flock ir is failieient that 200,000 be an¬

nually bern ; add otis the yearly increafe ef coco ,
H3
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1 of births will then he2on . oror fori 2en . coo

dic this year , andai 26g 0no bie Lom , thie nn Giboer¬

winly imply au inareafe of coun , providing we

fupnofe the acquiliiden of forcianers to hie cguad to

the exportation of ihre natives , Asthis bo on ' y meant

as an Hufliation , aced notexomine the wat of

fad . The next guellicn iz ; how vay

property contraciod or encourage ! wa whove , will

CTTwn STIR

give this inereaf . 2 Yor we noy know that thele

iubhiin - ithe dels

of extrumatrimonizl conjunc otis , 1s uit iutlicient

Anat Rnodon jo
:

to produce it . 1 imagine thar nodding bur experi

ment con give the { olution of fis que Non . Mr

King {uppoies every 1c

marry yearly , that 15 57 ,

couples . If this number of marrinzes vo fuppofed

to Tubfift with fertilivy for { even years , producing a

child every year , the namber of 2ca . 000 births

would be procured ; but ! apprehend that marriages ,

rightly contraéled , ubfifl mach longer in general
than feven years , even with fartility , thongh notin

R
E

ii {
0 %2 periuns , or 25,841

1
propoition to a child every your : confegue atly , the

number of mamicge : ©nl aly fnbiifting with

fertility in England , where itis fuppoled that 28 . S41

are yearly contruticd , mnil be mach greater than

{ even times that namber , orthan cor,bsr . Haelup¬

pofe the whole of the 2og,000 births to be produced

by marriages , at tiilce Marriages to wvary child

annually produced , then the vember of marriages

fubfifting will be 627,000 . Lrom thule ipeculations
{for I do not pretend to call them czlculations ) I eon¬

clude , thatthe more fruitful marrieges are rendered
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{not with regard to procreation , merely , but

multiplication , which T have above diftinguifhed )
the fewer become neceflary ; and the fewer unnecel¬

fary marriages are contracted , the better for the fates

and the lefs mifery for thofe who contrat them . I

{hall here ftop , and leave to the reader to draw his

conclufions , putting him in mind of the wide

difference thatis always found between theory and

pradlice .
From this reafoning 1 infer , thatno exalt judgment

can be formed , as to the numbers in any fociety ,
from thefingle datinm of the annuai number of deaths

among them ; and although the juft preportion
between numbers and deaths may exactly be

determined in one particular place , yet that pro¬

portion will not ferve as a general flandard , and being
taken for granted may lead to error .

Here are the reafons for my opinion ,
Were no body to marry but fuch as ' could maintain

their children , the bills of births and burials would ,
1 apprehend , diminifh , and yet numbers might
remain as before ; and were every body to marry
who could procreate , they certainly would increafe ,
but fill numbers would never exceed the proportien
of fubfiftence . Could we buifee bills of births and

deaths for the city of Rome , whilein all its glory ;
or indecd for the {ugar colonies in America , where

flaves are imported , adding the number of thofe

imported , to that of bicthe, and fupypoiingthe colony
neitirer upon the growing nox thie declining hand ,
then the deaths and births wounld be equal ; but the

propostion of them te all in the coleny , apprehend .
H 4
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would be far leis than in any ftate in Europe , where

flavery doesnot prevail ,
It may Le alladyzed , that were ail to marry , the

conicquence would Le a great multiplication . |

fay not ; or if ic were , what fort of multiplication
would it be ? A wmulnwde of children who never

could come to manhood ; or who woud Harve

their pasents , and inceeale wifery beyond expref¬
fiou . All therefore that can be learned frown bills

of niowtality , Lc . 1s , thar if the births caceed the

deatiis , and that all remain in the countiy , num¬

bers will increade ; that if the deaths exceed the

births , numbers will diminifli ; but while they
fland at par , no concluiion can be drawn as to

numbers mm general : thele will be im a lels pro¬

portion as abufive procreation goes { forward and ,

vice verfu , they wiil he in a greater . There {lil

hangs a cloud upon this fubject : let me therefore

reafon upon an example . Suppoeie the inhabitants

of a country to flnd at 6,000,000 , one thirtieth

tc die every year , and as many to be born , that

15, the births and burials to ftand at 00,000 ; that

every thee marriages {ubfifling produce a child

every year , that is Grojcen marries 3 let the

quantity of foed be fuppoled the fune , withouta

poflibility of being wugmanted . Would aot the

confvquence be , that numbers could not icreafe ?

Now let me fuppofe marriazer carried to , 1,000,000 ,

I fay the effuct would be , either that they would

become in general lefs fruitful , or if they fulfered

no diminution in this particular , that the bills of

births and deaths would rife to 333,233 ; that is to
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fay , they would be to the number of inhabitants

as 1 to 18 , inflead of being as 1 to 3n . Now

this increafe of mortality proceeding from want

of food , either the old would flarve the young ,

or the young would { lurve the old ; or a thud cafe ,

more probable than either , would happen , the

rich would flarve the peer . Vvhat would be the

confequences in all thefe three fuppofitions ? bu

the firft , the number of 0,000,000 would be found

to diminifl ; becaufe iia proporticn of large con¬

fumers would rife , and mortality would increafe

among the children . In the fecond , the ftandard

number would augment , becaule the proportion
of { mall confumers weald rife , and mortality would

increafe among the parcats . In the third , numbers

would remain pretty much the fame , but mifery

and diftrefs would lay all the lower claffes wafte ,

It is computed that one haif of mankind die before

the age of puberty in countries where numbers

do mot augment ; from this I conclude , that too

ynany are born . If methods therefore are fallen

upon to render certain difeales lefs mortal to children ,

all the good that will be got by it , in general ,
will be to render old people of the lower clafles

more wretched ; for if the firft are brought to live ,

thie laft mull die .

I ' rom thefc {pecalations I cannot help withing
to fee bills of mortality made out for dilterent

clafles , as well as for different ages . Were this

executed it would be an cafy matter to perceive ,
whether the mortality among children proceeds
from difezfes to which infancy is neceflurily expofed ,
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or from abufive procreation . I am pretty much

convinced hefore I fee the experiment , that it

proceeds from the fatter ; but fhonld experience
prove it , the principles I have lid down would

acquire an additional force . hi the mean time , |

mull conclude , that it is vot { or want of marrying
that 0 people dacs notinereafe , but from the want

of fubliftence : and it 15 milerable and abufive

procreation which flavves one half of the whole ,
and is the founwin of fo much wretchednefs .

Upen the whole , I may fay , that were it pof¬
fible to get a view of the gencral ftate of births

and burials in every clafs of the inhabitants of a

country , marriage might {furely be put upon a

better footing thin ever it has been , { or providing
a determined number of good and wholefome

recruits every year towards national multiplication .
This is walking in the light , and is a means of

precuring whatever augmentation of hands you
wifh for . What difiicultics may be found in the

execution , nothing but experience can fhow ; and

this , to a judicious eye , will point out the remedy .
In my opinion , this will be far better than a general
naturalization , which 1 take to be a leap in the

dark . For however eafy it may be to naturalize

men , I believe nothing is fo dithicult as to
naturalize cufloms and forcign habits ; and the

greateft blefling any nation can enjoy , is an uni¬

formity of opinion upon every point which concerns

publicaffairs and the adminiflration of thern . When
God blefles a people , he makes them unanimous ,
and beftows upon thema governcr who loves them ,
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and who is beloved , honored and refpedted by

them ; this , and this only , can create unanimity .

Let this fuffice at prefent , as to the difribution ,

employment , and incvesfe of a people . Upon the

proper employment of the free hands , the prof¬

perity of every flate muft depend : confequintly

the principal care of a flatefman fhiould be , to keep

all employed , and for this purpofe he muft acquire

an exacl kncwledge of the flate of every denomi¬

nation , in order to prevent any one from rifing

above , or linking below that frindard which is

Deft proportioned to the demand made for their

particular indoftry . 4s the bad confequences re¬

iulting irom the lols of his exalt balance are not

immediate , 3a moderate attenticn , with the help

of the proper recapitulations , will be fuflicient to

direél him .

This and the two preceding chapters Lave in a

manner wholly treated of the employment of the

free hands : I muft now confider the cffells of an

overcharge of thole employed in agriculture . Here

we fhall fill difcover inconveniencies , refulting from

the want of that juft proportion in the diftribution

of claffes , which gives health and vigor to a flate ;

and we fhall fee how it may happen , that even an

overcharge of inhabitants in general may become

a political difeafe ; as an abundance of blood ,

however rich and good , may affect the health of

the human body .
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C IT A PrP. XIV .

Of the Abufe of Agriculture and Population ,

I HAVE taken notice above of two performances ,
wherein the anthors , with equal ability ; have

treated of the numbers of mankind ; a fubic @
which lus a vary clofe connexion with political
econemy .

Altheugh ( as 1 have fiid ) I do not pretend to
decide between them as to the point in difpute ,
I find that in this chapter I fhall be naturally led
mtu a chain of reafoning very contrary to that of
Mr . Wallace , which is a thing 1 fhould have dif¬

penfed with , did not the merit ot his performance
in the eyes of the learned worid appear fuilicient :

to draw ny attention ,

Anviedture is without all doubt the foundation

of mulinlication , which mnfl ever be in proportion
to it ; that 1s , to the earth ' s productions , as has

been faid . But it does not follow , that in pro¬
portion to multiplication thofe produced mit of

courle become ufeful to one another , and ufefnl

to the focicty in general . Now I confider multi¬

plication as no otherwife ufeful te a flate , than in |
fo far as the additional number becomes fo , to
thofe who arc already exifling , whom 1 confider

as the body - politic of the focicty . It it therefore

happens , that an additional number produced do
no more than feed themiclves , then | perceive no

advantage gained to the fociety by their production ,
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If , without rendering any cquivalent fcivice , they
are fed by others , therz is a lofs ,

Agriculture may be { aid to be carried to its

ntmoft extent , when the earth is fo labored as to

procs
ce the sreatcit quantity of fruits pot ible for

¢ ufe of man ; and in judging of the improyve¬

ment of two fpots of ground of the { me extent ,

tint mov be faid to be molt improved which pro¬

duces the greateft gnantity ot food : but as to popu¬

lation , the quefltion does not flop there , for let the

guantity be equal on both , vet it the inhabitants

cf the cne be more frugal livers than thelfe of the

other , this circtmilance alone will make an ine¬

quality. If agriculture therefore be corfidered only
with refed 1

to population , we muft conilder that

country as the beft peopled , where produclions
ars the moft abundant , and where the inhabitants

are the meft { ober
Thus

much with regaad to

the extent of agriculture and population : we come

now to contider the connie : vohich may

refult to a lociety from an cverfireteh , or from

what 1 call an abule of either the one or the other .

1 call every thing an abnie in fecicty which

implivs a contradiction to the fpiritof it , or which

draws elong with it an inconveniency to certain

clalles , which is not compenisted by the general
velfave ,

The polifeal economy of government is bronght
to peifection, when every dads In eceneral , and

every individnal in particular , is made to be aiding
and athiling to the community , in proportion to

the wiliflance he receives from it . This conveys
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obligations . and creating a general dependence
between a! l its members . This cannot be better

effected , than by apprepriating a certain number

of inhabitants , for the produdtion of the quantity
of food required for all , and by diftributing the

remainder into proper clafles for fupplying every

other want , 1 fay farther , that this diftribution

is not only the moft rational , but that mankind

fall naturally into it ; and mifery attends and has

over attended thole who have been found without

a particular employment .
It mult not be concluded from this reaivning ,

that abufe is always implied when we find any of

the claffes of the free hands of a ftate cafually
emploved in agriculivre .

There is fuch a variety ofcircumftances in every

country , that without a peculiar talent of loying
principles together , fo as to anfwer every combi¬

nation , the melt perfedt theory which can be

prepoled mult aupear defective .

In countries ill - inproved , where induftey begias
to take root , we are not to conclude , that good
policy regrires a fudden and immediate feparation
between the dwellings of the huthandmen and free

hands . Sudden revolutions are conftuniy hurtful ,
and a good [ itefman ought to lay down his plan
of arriving at perfection by gradual fteps .

If he finds , as is the cale of rude and unctvilized

jocietics , that many are occupted , partly , in pro¬

viding fubfiflence for their own family , partly , in

ether ufeful purfuits , he may by degrees detach

as many os he can from every other branch of
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population , when the ( piritof indufivy ie not there¬

by checked . This is not the cafe when [ uch pot
fellovs apply totaily to azricelture , and content

themlelves with a hare fnbifience from it , without

profecuting any other branch of induftry , er form =

ing any plan of ambition for themfelves , or for

their children ’ s emerging from fo circumfcribed a

fphere of lite : from tins alone proceeds , in moft

counirics , the inconveniency of a minute fubdivifion

of land property .
We ll prefently fee , by various examples , the

truth of this propolition ; and from what obferva¬

tions | have been able te make , it appears , thuta

srcat inconvenience flows from it ; the property of

the lands , and not the bare pofifiion of them , i3

vefted in the lower chifles . While they only remain

as tenaris , the interdit of the provrictor , on one

hand , will lead Bie to incorperate thefe fmall pof¬
feilons ints Liver farms , the moment the poffeffors ,

by relaning irom their principal ocenpation ( ( induf¬

try ) are no longerable to pay arent above the value

of the grounds wien let in farms ; and the interef }

of thefe tznants , on the otiizr hand , will frequentdy
lead then tochandon foeh fimall polietions , when

the profecuticn of their induftry demands a change
of habitation . Thus the interelt of agriculture will

go hand in hand with that of induflry , and clafles

will feparate their habitations , according as their

relpoctive inrerefls require ,
Ie is certauly the iuterelt of every landlord , whole

fand 1s il inproved , to meliply hebitartions upon

it , providing he makes choice of Lach people as can

Vor L 1
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live by fume other branch of induflvy than bareagri¬

cultioe : and , in wan cules , itainy be lits advan¬

tase incorporate Lie lands Into dooms us oun as

they are fully cultivate 4 , By this 1a

vance the improvement of his ads he wil 1 inul¬

tiply the ulctul inhabitants ; and ioowali ar the fame

tine fire the profits of their induitry Leyond the

value of the land reo

By thele mers hus the waollon man allure in

Eocland , anc thelinen in rdand and Soohind been

greaily an gmented . Butas dhe improve of land
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no furplus , there little or no induftry can be exerci¬

fed : few wints can be fupplied : this will produce
a wonderful fimplicity of manners , will ruin the

fyllern of modern policy , and produce what I muft

call imabufle . Let me look for fome examples , in

order to fet this queftion in a clearer light .
In the wine- provinces of France , we find the

lands which lie round the villages divided into very

fmall lots , and there cultivation is carried to a

very extraordinary height . Thefe belong in property

to the peafants , who cultivate the vines . No fru¬

gality can be greater than in the confumption of

this produce , and the { imalleft weed which comes

np amen the grain , is turned to account , for the

food of animals . The produce of [ uch lands , 1 may

fav , is entirely confumed by the proprictor and his

family , whore all employed in the cultivation , and

there is no fupcrfiucus guuntity bere produced for

the maintenance of Colliers. Does not this refumble

the dilirthuien of lands made by tie Romans in

favor of Sooo Sabine families , where each received

two pletira of ground . [ bee numbers of Mankind ,

po 25. 1 now let me examme the political Hate oof

agrictiwre , and of other labor periormied by my

French vine - dreffler .

By the fuppotition we imply , that the bit of land

is fullicient { or maintaining the man and his family ,

and noting more ; he has no grain to fl , no food

can by Lim be fupplied to any other parton what¬

ever ; but the fate of other lands capable of vieid¬

ing a [ irplus , { uch as the vineyard , produces a de¬

mand for his labor , " This Libor , conidered with

la
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refpedt to the vine - drefler , is a fund for providing
all his wants in manufactures , falr , & c . and whatis

over mull be confidered at his profits , out of which

he pays the royal impofitions . The fame labor ,
confidered with regard to the proprictor of the vine¬

yard , enters into that neccflury deduction out of the

fruits , which , when dednled , leaves the remain¬

der . which we call furplus , or what anfwers to

the lund rent . This belongs to the proprictor , and

becomes a fund for fupplying all his wants .

Here we have an idea of fociety . The vine - drefler

depends upon the proprietor for the price of his

Tabor ; the proprietor upon the vine - drefler for

his furplus . But did we fuppofe all the kingdom
parcelled out , and labored , as the { pot which lies

round the village , what would become of the vine¬

drefier with regard to all his other wants , there

wold be no vines to drefs , no furplus nourifhment

any where found , confequently no employment ,
not even lite , for thofe who had no lind . From this

example we difcover the difference between agri
culiuve exercifed us @ trade and as a direct means of

Jubfisling , a diftinélion to be attended to , asit will

very frequently occur in the profecution of our fub¬

ject . We have the two fpecies in the vine - drefler :

he labors the vineyard as a trade , and his fpot of

ground for fubliftence . We may farther conclude ,
that , as ro the Inft parr , he is only vfeful to himfelf ;
but , as to the firlt , he is uicful to the fociety , and

becomes a meinber of it ; confcqnenly , were it not for

his trade , the flate would lofe nothing , though the

vine - drefler and his land were both fwaliowed up

by an earthquake . The food and the confumers
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would both difappear together , withont the lef }

political harm to any body : confequently , fuch a

fpecies of agriculture is no benehtto a ftate ; and

confequently , neither is that {pecies of multiplica¬
tion , implied by fuch a diftribution of property ,

any benefit . Thus an over - extenfion of agriculture
and divifion of lunds becomes an abufe , and fo ,

confequently , doesan over - multiplication .
Here | am obliged to conclude , that thofe paflages

of Roman authors which mention the frugality of

that people , and the finall extent of their pofleffions
cannot be rightly underftood , without the know¬

ledge of many circumftunces relative to the manners

of thole times . For if you underfland fuch a diftri¬

bution of lands to have extended over all the Roman

territory , the number of the citizens would have far

exceeded what they appear to have been by the Cen¬

fus , and even furpafs all belief . But farther , I may
beallowed to afk , whether or no it be fuppofed that

thefe frugal Romans labored this { mall portion of

lands with their own handsand confumed the pro¬
duce of it ? If I am anfwered in the affirmative ,

( which is neceflary to prove the advantages of agri¬
culture ' s being exercifed by all the claffes ofa people )
then 1 afk , from whence were the inhabitants of

Rome , and other cities , fubfifled ; who fed the armies

whenin the field ? It thefe were fed by foreign grain
imported , or plundered from their neighbours ,
where was theadvantage of this { ubdivifion of lands ,
and of this extenfive agriculture , which could not

feed the inhabitants of the ftate ? If it be faid , that

netwithftanding this frugal diftribution of property
I3
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amon te atioons , chez was { EI fond furenhug
ened 19) fap bore Rone and the armas , wil

iter then foriow , tht Gaere was no necadity tor

employing all tie pope nn woane , ice the

Jaber ol a part ish have fated .

Flt yiiamler oi boficnamen , Geaddore , is the bef ,
which can provide food for ail ic foes wid ihe manber

of inhchitants as Ui bolls weil ds corps ble with the

Lent ,Ji coniovment of eeery ene of 1
Jdicmoenthsare enly uictnl to them lives , not to

Hie { tue ; condequenily , are not an objedl of the

care of the fate , any farther than to provide Ome

ployment for them ; and their welfare gahile diey
remain afelel to ethers ) is, imafice country , purely
a mater of private concern . Let me tke anetlier

example for the farther thufiration of this maser .

Thole who travel into the { oudicen provinces of

Spain , find large adds of land quite nneunliivated

producing ouly a fcanty paflure for hords of the lefler

eattle . Here and thare are found hiteriperfed { ome

foots of watered linds , which , from the pro¬
fufion of every gift which nature can beflow , flrike

anorthern traveler wivh anidea of puradife , In { uch

places villagesare found , andnuimbers of inhabiun ,

It nuit he allowed dint mduflry ond Libor do not

bere go forward as in ether countries ; but to {upply
this want charity flops in . Charity in Spain {in pro¬

portion to its extend ) 1s as powerlul a principle
towards multiplication asindufley and bor . 1 at¬

ever gives focd gices numbers ; Lut cliriyy cannot

extend beyond fuperfluity , and this nit « ver be

m proportion to induflry . Thefe veatered lands are
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well labored and improved . The value of them in

onc fenfe , isinproportion to their fertility , and the

furplus of the laboras fhould nowarally be eiventor

an equivalentin moiiey or work : butthis equivelent

cannot be found , b - cauic the confumers have nait : er

the one nor the other . If the Spaniards , therefore ,

were not the mofl charitable people upan earth , it

is very plain that the Lisoring of thele watered lands

would diminifh , until it came npon a level with the

wealth and indufiry of the confumerse But here it

is otherwife : labor cos on mechanically , and

without combination of ciremrilonees , ond the

poor live in eafe , in proportion the plenty of

the year .
Herc then is a third principle of multiplication ,

The firth is flavery , or a violent method of making

mankind labor ; the fecond is indufiry , whichis 2

rational excitement to it ; the third is charity , which

refembles the manna in the defer , the gift of God

upon a very extraordinary occafion ; and when

nothing elfe could have preferved the lives of his

people . Whether , in all cafes , this principle of

chriftianity advances the profperity of a modern

fociety ( when complied with from ubedience to

precept , without confulting reafen as to the cir¬

cum lances of times and fituatiens ) isa queftion which

lies out of my road to cxamine . the a¢lion , cone

fiderced in the intention of the agent , aut in every

cafe appear highly beantilul , and we plainly [ ve how

far it contribu : es to muitip

not fo plainly perezive how Ciisaglinisadvantageons
to fociety .

lication , though we do
[al

1

Is
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cove 10 we examine the flote of agiiciiture in

the territory of this Spandh willase we lind |
upon the whole . wo were ( arnlus of fruits than

apen the French vine declfur ’ s pation of land ;
confcquently , it all Spain seas labored and inha¬
bited like this village and its fall garden , as it
13 called , it womd be the niet popnlons country
in the world , the molt Guple in the manner of

living bot it never could conn unicnie the idea
of a vigorous or a flourfhing flute Tis the ome

ployiait Sone of the indiabitaire which can 1 TTS
that churadier .

Now in this Iaft ecample , what a number of
free hands do we find ! cre otal ) the voor of this
clils ? WWould it vot be better 1h ull thee by their
labor could parchafe their fubifence , than be

oblized to receive it in the precarious manier they
do ? Cu one fappoic all thefe people indufirious ,
without implying what teal fupertuiry ot labor ?
Is not this luxury , wecording to my definition of
it ? Where would be ie harmif the span farer ,
who gives a third of Lis coop in charity , fhonld in
return receive fome clianzes of raimont , fome

convenient farnitare ior Lis hovle , fome embel¬

lifhment to his habitation ; theft things would cofl

him noting ; be would receive them in enchange
for what he now gives { rom a principle of chiariry ,
and thole who have a precarious , would have a
certiin Livelihood . Let us travel a little furiher in
fearch of the abule of population ,

In Germany , we find many { mall towns , formed
Ite corporations , which enjoy certain privileges ,
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Tle freedom of fuch towns is not eafily purchafed ;
and one , upon confidering outward circumftances ,
muft be not a little {urprifed to hear of the fums

refufed , when offered , to obtain it . Round thefe

towns there is a fmall territory divided into very
fmall portions , and not able to maintain the in¬

habitants : thefe lands therefore are infinitely over¬

flocked with hufbandmen ; for every proprietor ,
lefs or mure , concerns himfelft with the cultivation .

Here , one who would afpire to extend his poffef ~
fion would , according tu the fentiment of Manius

Curius Dentatus , certainly ke confidered as a

dangerous citizen , and a hurtful member of the

fociety . Thofe lots are divided among the children

of the proprietors , who are free of the town , by
which means they cre conitantly {plitting by mul¬

tiplication , and conlolidating by death , and by
marriage : thefe nearly balance one another , and

property remains divided as before . A firanger
is at a lofs to find out the reafon why the liberty
of fo poor a litle town fhould be fo valuable ,

Here itis ; furl there are certain acvantages enjoyed
in common , fuch as the privilege of pafture on

the town lands , and others of a like nawre ; but

I find the charges which the burgefles are obliged
to pay , may more than compenfate them . The

principal reafon appears to be , that no one who

has not the liberty of the town , can fettle in a

way of indufiry fo as to marry and have a family :
becaule without this his labor can only be direéted

towards furnifhing the wants of peafants who live

in villages ; thefe are few , and litde ingenuity is



12 % PRINCIPLES OF Book I .

required for it . In towns there is found a greater

diverhry of wants , and the people there have found

out mechanic lv . that if frangers were allowed

to {lop in and Inpply them , ther own children

would fv ; therefore the heads of the corpora¬

ton , woo ove an intact © Keep vp the pice

of work , have wlio wn iateredl to hold the hberty

of th ir teewn at a hish value . This app . ns to

me avery uf reprefontaien of te proefont fae

of fue tives | lave teeny pdative to the praent

object of nguiry ,
But os idufiry becomes extended . and trade

and manulactur : s are ethiblithed , this politic

economy mult difappear .
Such a change , however , will not probably

hapren without the interpofition of the fuvercign ,
and a new plan of adminiftration ; wint elle can

give a turn to this fpurit of idlendls , or yather , as

I may call it , of this tilling induflry ? Agriculiure
can i ov be a proper ocenpation for thole who

live in towns : this therefore is an abule of it , or

rather indeed an abufe of employment .
Eafe and plenty can never enter a litde town ,

but by the means of wali ; weld can never

come in hat by the produce of labor goin ; out

and when people labor purely for thar own fub .

fitence , they only make the litle money tiey
have circulate , but can acquire nothing new ; and

thofe who with difiiculty ¢ mn matnwin themfelves ,
can never hope to increafe their numbers .

I in fpite of the lide induiley fet on foot iin

fuch towns , the generative faculty {hull werk ite
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effet and inerezfe numbers , this wi ' i make the

poor parent : fill divide , and mifery will enfue ;
this again may

excite compuilion , and var wilt

open
the cheits of thofe who have a channible dif¬

polition : hofpindls orc founded for the rebel of the

poor , they ave riwcliy filled , ond as many necel¬

fitous remain as ever , The reafon is pling the

hofpital applivs a pullative for the wbufe , but

offers no cure . A tree is no fooner difcharged of

its branches than it puflies new ones It has been

faid , that numbers are in proportion to food ; cone

fequently , poor are in proportion to charity , Let

the King give his revenue in charity , he will foon

find poor enough to confume it . Let a rich man

fpend 100,0c0 / a year upon a table , he will find

guclls ( the befl in die kingdom ) for every cover .

Thefe things , in my way of confidering them ,
sre all

analogous, and { dow trom thie fame principle .
And the mifery found in thefe little German towns ,

3 another modilication of the abufe of population .

Thele eximpiees ficw the inconvenicncies and abu¬

fes which reflizic from a mife pplication of muhabitants

vo agriculture , which produce5a populution nore

burdenfo re than benchicial to a modern flate .

If the fimplicity of the ancients is worthy of

imitation , or if itappears preferable to the prefent
fyftem , which it is not my bufincs to decide ,
then either flavery muift be introduced to make

thole { ubOft who do not labor , or they muft he

fed upon charity . Labor and indeflry can never ,
I think , be reccommended on one hand | and the

€

at

Hells of them profcribed on the other . Ma great
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body of warlike men ( as was the cafe in Sparta )
be confid red as ellential to the well being of the

flares af all trade and all fuperfluity be forbid

amongft them , and no employment but military
excrcifes allowed ; if ail thefe warriors be fed at

public tables , muft you not either have a fet of
helotes to plow the ground for them , or a parcel of
charitable Sp nih farmers to feed them gratis .

‘ Thus rich 1 have thought might , be of ufe to

fay toaitnfleate the principics 1 have laid down . 1
find thefe very contrary to the reafoning which runs

throu sh the wile of the performance which ! men¬
tioned bove , and which I have had in my eye .
A miure particulir examination of it might be ufcful ,
and even amufing ; but it would engage me in too

long a dilquilition for the nature of this work . [

cannot however help , in this place , adding one
oblervition more , in confuquence of our principles ,
which Jems contrary to the train of our ingenious
author ' s reafoning . | fay feems, becaufe almolit all

diiference of opraion upon fuch fubjedls proceeds
fron the defect of language in ranimitting our ideas

when complex or abftraél .

The cllet ot difeafes which { weep off numbers of

people does not ellentially diminith population ,
excovtwihen tiey come {uddenly or irregularly , any
nove than it would necellarily difpeople the world

il al : mankind were to be { wept off the flage at the

age of forty fix years . I apprchend that in man ,
as in every other animal , the generative faculty is

more than able to repair all lofies occafioned by
regular difeafes ; and I have fhown , 1 think , more



CHar . XV . POLITICAL . ECONOMY . 125

than once , that multiplication never can flop but
for want of food . As long then as the labor of man
can continue annually to produce the fame quantity
of food as at prefent , and that motives are { ound to
make him labor , the fame numbers may he fed , and
the generative faculty , which from one pair has

produced fo many millions , would certainly do
more tian keep up the flock , although no perfon
were fo pafs the age above mentioned . Here is
tiie proof : was the life of man confined to forry fix

years , the flate of mortality would be increafed in
the propertion which thofe who die above forty fix
bear to thofe who die under this age . This pro¬
portion is , I believe , as 1 to 10 , confequently ,
mortality would increafe 7 , confequently , numbers
would be kept up by J increafe upon births ; and

furely the generative faculty of man fur exceeds
this proportion , when the other requifites for pro¬
pagaticn , to wit , food , &c . are to be found , as by
the {uppofition .

CH AP XW .

Application of the above Principles to the State of
Population in Great - Britain .

A LETTER from Dr . Brakenridze , F. R. S.

addrefled to George Lewis Scott , kfq ; which I

found in the Danifh Mercury for March 1758 ,
furnithes me with a very good opportunity of apply¬
ing the principles we have been laying down to
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the fate of popnlaton me Corcut - Suit . 1 hall

thevelore , according to my ploy valsin review that

gentleman ' s opinion , without cutering upon any

refutation of it . Uihail era the propolitions he

fays down canine the conaiviton : he draws from

them , ad
+

dion how wherdin they ditfor from thele

which roiuit from toe theory ded in this

eur
The wathor ’ s cadonhicons and Boyne as to

;
|| “lamatters of {acl Mudl be len

Lieve te fidt ere as good as on 7

upon
af thiedt where ail thie ¢ ne

ving the problan are auie do pooos ef gudsenork .

1 muil follow the Mercury , wo ho ua

ginal . Co oo
Prop , I Alter a vay ool ooinsi on , ius

our author , Tind , tat ony handy pn ERI RRIPIS
oy foeSE TORUPRASen . abioiniel , no move than wi

MP 1 PT
pep reg thet loos nia thie

Winners vad or

from obit an Soo haned

Prop , II . Dio . ablctoemor noms thot hon

$ 5 th HY vars . man ancLTan io Lino Ut vo,

the { ourin part el va eine

erode in nny , CVONY dunno thn , ay fo age ,

Mererics Lo Thal Properien oon ony “in

tngh dL ware tomb Toit EL is wos nt

ceed nations , de anned cntition tpon

the whole Jo not euCies 10,000 0s tin troy jure

it does not , the yearly sumone of toe tt to

carry arms will be only
ror . ll In England , burlap to bint
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100 isto 113 . I fuppofe that , in Scotland and

Ireland , they may beasioois to 124 . And as there

may be , in thee two laft kingdoms , about two mil¬

lionsard a half of inhabitants , the whole augmen¬
tation may he { lated at 15,000 ; and confequently
that , of fuch as are fit to carry arms , at3,750 . Add

titsnumber to thoi annually produced in England ,
and the fum *atal of the whole augmentation in the
Pic fi ilies will beabout 8,250 .

Prov . IV , The rngere, who arrive in £ngland ,
in order to {etiis , cre fupypofed to compenfute thofe

who leave tie ceuniry with the [ ame intent .
Pror . V. lt isoutof this numberof 8,250 , that

alour lefles are to be deduced . If the colonies ,

wars ,
and nav kaoon carry off from us annually

food men , the Britifhifles cannetaugmentin people :
if we lsle mere , numbers

ui diminth .

Prox. VIL Bycalevlations , fuchas they are , our
r finds , that , upon an average of 5 years ,pa

jo
el ar

©

16n0 to 136 , this number of poeo lave been

arnerslly left , that 15, have dicd abroad in the

ton .colonies , inwar , oronthesceonntof nav

Puop VIL That fince theinhabitants of Britain

and Irels wd 2are abent 8,000,000 and thet the ang¬
mentation isannimlly about Soo , we mayconclude
m gene dd‘sroll Fnvope , that , for every million of

inhabits , there izanannnalangmentarion of 10003

conivrnently , every thoufand men hatin war mult

defray all the au : mataton of a million of inhabit

ants daring a year . Conlequently France , which

contains 1 millions , according to Sir William Petty ,
having lolt above 14,000 men a - year , during the
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Prov . Vv HI . That the prove os of tradeand navi¬

gation angme nting the lois «i peuple by fea , muoft

conle quently have diminithed population over ail

Europe .
Prop , 1X . ' e exportauon of our corn proves

what the above prop
niition: s have do nonftrated .

Tl

For fapponng tic progrefs of agricole to com¬

penne the additional quantity ditiled of ate years,
here is { iil « of the crop exported , which proves

that our numbers , are imatl , and that they do not

augment ,
From thefe propofitions ane author coneludss ,

that whar ftops multiplication in the Britifh ifles is ,

1ft , That living in celibacy 13 become a - la - mode

adly , That wars have been carted on beyond the

nation ’ s force : 3dly , That the vfe of ipiimous

Hquors deflroys great numbers of tzhabirants ,

I fhall now fhortly apply tire pomeipics I have

been laving down , in order to refuins every phe¬
nomenon here deleribed, ) us ro the populinion of

Great Britain , Thefe 1 al wii

ted , as it is of no couleuence womy reaming ,whetheer they be cocall or nots it is enough that

they may be fo ; and the qucfiion here 1s only to

account for them.

England , fays he , would dirinifly fn numbers ,

were it not recruited from Scotland and Ireland .

This , 1 fy , is a contingent , not a certiin confe¬

quence : for did thole grown - up adventiiers ceafe

to coe ut , the nha tants of Enalad themfelves

would undoupiedly 1aultiply , provided an additi¬

onal

ngly tise for grams
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onal number of breeders could be found , able to

bring up their children . Now the in portation of

grown mei into a country in fo fur refembles the

importation of flaves into our colonies , tint the one

and the olier diminifhes the price of Liber , an

therchy prevents marringe among certain Clos GE

the natives , whofe profits are not { uficient tor brine

ging up a family : and when
uy

{ uch do marry nes

withlanding , they do not multiply , as has been

faid . Now were the Scots and 1rifh to come no more

into England , the
price

of lubor would rife ; thefe

who now cannot bring
up

children , might then be

enabled to do it , and this would make the Encl

multiply themlclves ; that is , it would augment

the number of ( heir

«

own brecders . , On the other

hand , did the price of labor continue too low to

prove a {uflicient encouragement for an additional

number of Figlifh breeders , the contingent confe ~

queiice
would take place ; that is , numbers would

dimini ith , according to our author ' s fuppofition ,
and the exportation of grain would increafe mn

proportion
to that diminution ; and cid foreign

demand for gran alfo dimintih ," then coricnliure
would fuller , and every thy would deciine : but

of ti : is more as we go along.
The reprefentaion he gives of£ the flate of popu¬

£
Alation in thle couniries , is one modification o

whatl hve calied a moral incap city ofa peopic’s
increaluig in numbers . kis ult { on Africa , where

the inhabitants are fold ; jufifoin Switzerland , and

in many rmount : inous Countries , where inhabiiants

defert , in order to eek their fortunes ellewhere ,

Vou L K
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conclude , either tint tholew

breeders , or that others mui have fiptin dorddidy ,
and bred m1 the place of thote who bd heen nilied .

What otherwife cau be tuercafon why the number
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which our anthor fuppofes to have been defiroyed
abroad , fiould fo exadily compeniate the annual

augmentation , but only that thoife nations are Rocked

to the full proportion of their { fubliftence : and what

is the reafon why , after a defirullive war , which ,

by tiie fot
deimels

of the revolution , {weeps oflnum¬

bers of the crown men , and diminifhes the original
flock , numbers fhonld ina few years get up to the

former fl : ndud , and then ftop a - new .

From our author ' s reprefentation of the bills of

births and deaths , 1 { iouid be apt to {ufped , in con¬

fequence of my principles , that upen a proper ex¬

amination it would be found , that , in thofe years

of war , the propu :
tion of births to deaths had been

hizher than in years of peace ,
becante more had

died abroad . And , had the flhghter of the 1ihabi¬

tans gone gradually on , increafing every year

beyond the 8, 250 , Iam of opinion , that the pro¬

portion of births might very pollibly have kept

pace with it . On the contrary , during the years of

peace , the

br
tion fhnuld have diminithed,, and

ba : l nobody died outof the country at uli , the births

and deaths would have become exadily equal .

From what 1 have here faid , the reader may

perceive , that it is not withiont reafen that I have

treated the principles relating to my {ubjedl in

general , :, and that l avetd as much as pollible to reas

fon from fa olledped as to the flute of particular

comntrics . Thote cur author builds upon may be

true , and may be falfe : the proportion of births and

d ~ 2ths in ene place is no rule for another ; we know

rothing exactly about the fate of this queftion in

Ka
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marks that the home demand is fatizficd ; but this

does not prove that the inhabitants are full fed ,

although they can buy no inore at the expertation¬

rice . Thole whe cannot buy , are exadily thofe

who I fay die for want ol fubfiitence : could they

buy , they would live and multiply , and no grain

perhaps would be exported. This is a plain con¬

{fequence of my reafoning ; and my principal point
mn view throughout this whole book , 1s to find

out 2 method for enabling thofe to buy who at

prefent eanaet , and who therefore do not multiply ;
Lecaufe tiey can give rio equivalent to the farmers

for their {upeutuity , shich confequently they

export . By this application of our principles , 1

have no occafion to call in queflion our author ' s

fails . It is no matter what be the ftate of the cafe :

if the principles lay down be juft , they muft refolve

every phenomenon .

C H AP . XVL

Why are fome Countries found very populous inrefpect of
others , equally well calculated for Improvement 2

" Chis queflion comes immediately under the

influence of the principles already laid down , and

mult be refolved in confequence of them . Ttis with

a view to make the application of thele , that I have

propofed it ; and , in the examination , we fhall

vrove thelr fubncts or difcover their defecls .
K3
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Ir may be anfwer : d ny eneral , lint every { uch

rence mull proceed from whit i call the fpr
PP )

diis .

of the government and of the people , which will

notonly decide as to numbers , burs to many other

things . mmuithiowever obierve , that the queltion
an iif is ot inde importnice , if nothing but nums

bers be confidered ; tor of whut conleguenceisitto
know Low many people are ina country , when the

employment of them does not enter into the in¬

gry © Beirdes , it is only by enamining the

employmentof a people , that I can form any judge¬
ment as to this pasticular, Bur as the numbers of

mankind have been thought a pot worthy of

exam ’ aation , 1 have chofen this tile fora chapter ,
which might perhaps Lave more properly flood

under another .
While flavery prevailed , I fee no reafon to con¬

clade againfi the numbers of mankmd , as I have

fund alreadv : when flavery was abolified , and

before indufiry took place , if my principles be true

that period I think fhould mark tae time of the thin¬

neflt population in Europe ; for I believe it will be

found , that thereneverwazan eximple of a country ,
however fertile by nature , wheres every une was

abfolutely free ; where there waslitrle or no indufiry ,
nor labor , but in agriculture ; and where , at the

fame time , there were many inhabitants , not beg¬
gars , nor living upon charity . 1 have mentioned

this fo often , that I am afraid of tiring my reader

with ufelefs repetitions . 1 have brouglstitin here

only to give him an opportunity of “applying this
principle to the folution of the queflion before us
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I fhall begin my inquiry
ibyafiing what

ftood by a country ’ s being populous fox
prefents diferent ideas , if circummfiznees are not

attended to . Ihave heard it fuld , that¥rincewasa

defert , and that there was nobody found in it

hut in towns ; while in England one cannot travel

half a mile without finding a farm , pcrhaps two

together ; and in looking round , one ( ees the whole

country divided into { mall poflcflions . The

diffrence here found , I apprehend , decides

nothing in favor of , or again the real populoufnefs
of thie one or the other , but proceeds entirely from

circumflances relaiive to agriculture , and to the

difribuasion of free hands . Thefe circumftances will

be better underftood from the examination of falls ,
than from the befi theory in the world. Let one

confider the fate of agriculture in Picardy and in

ance , and then compare it with the practice in

any provinces in England , and the contraft will

appear firiking . \ Were there more foreft in England ,
Wwfupply thi inhabitants with fuel , Timagine many

inclofures , ufefulatfiritfor improving the grounds ,
would be taken away , and the country laid more

open;
. were wolves lefs common in France , there

would be found more feattered forms . Cattle there

mull be fliut up in the night , and cannot be left in

the ficlds 5 thisis agreat difcouragement to inclofing .
Where thereare no iuclofures , there are few advan¬

tages to be found from eflablifhing the farm - houfe

racy upon tiie {pst of greund to be lubored ;
; and

then thet -dvantages
which refult to certain claffes of

inicbimnis , from bong cathered together , th

K 4

£
3
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farprers with the tradefimen , are { oad to prepen .
dor - te . Thusoe Proved irmers ace gathered into

villages , and the dno rewaan apon tidie fields ,

Tt farther , mn Picardy and Beane apnculuie has

been fons cilsbhihed , and , imagine , that , atthe

time waren hinds were {irfi broken up , orriatherime

proved , their habuations mul have been clofer

tore

“This driwing together of mhebirnts muft leave

many ruinous poitciions , and this , by the by ,
is one resfon why people ery out upon the defo¬

Jation of France , beernfe ruinous houfes ( which

may often times be a mark of improvement , not

of deiertion ) are found in different places in the

country . Paris has crown coufiderably in bulk ,
and from this it naoerstly happens , that the coun¬

try round is purged of idie mouths , Jf this ma¬

kes labor dear in the country , itis the city alone

which {uflers by it , the country muil certinly
be the gainers . So much for two fpecies of popu¬

lation mn two of the beil inhabited countries of Fu¬

rope . 1 now come to another m cne of the worlt .

In fome connrries you find every farm - houfe

furronnded wich timall hus , poifefled by numbers

of people , fuppofed wo be wieful to the farmer

Thefe in Scotland are called cotiars , {cotiagers ) be¬

caufe they live in cottages . If you eonfider them

in a political Licht , they will appear to be inha¬

bitants appropriated for acricultore . In one fenfe

they are fo , if by that you unduritand the gather¬
ing in of the fruits ; in another they are not , if

by agriculture yon nnderftand the turning up the

Torface . bring in this example , and {hail en¬
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large a little upon it , becaufe I imagine it to be ,

lefs or more , tiie picture of Europe 40n years ago .

The Scotch farmer muft have hands to gathez
in a fcanty produce , fpread over a large extent

of ground . He has fix cottars , I fhall fuppofe ;
but thefe cottars mult have wives , and thele wives

will have children , and all mufl be fed before the

mafter ’ s rent can be paid . It never comes into

the cottar ’ s head to {uppofe that his children can

gain money by their labor; tie farmer never fup¬

pofes that it is poiiible for Lim to pay his rent with¬

out the aflil : nce of his cottars to tend his cattle ,

ad gather in his crop ; and the mafter cannot go

againft the cuflom of the country , without laying
his land wafle . All thefe children are ready at the

farmer ' s difpofal ; he can , without any expenfe ,
fend what parcels of fheep he pleafes , to different

diftinces of half a mile or more , to feed upon

{rots of ground which , without the conveniency
of thefe children , would be entirely loft . By this

plan of farming , landlords who have a great extent

of country which they are not able to improve ,
can let the whole in a very few farms , and at the

fame time all the fpontaneous produce of the earth

is gathered in and eonfumed . If you compare therent

of thefe lands with the extent , it appears very {malls if

you compare it with the numbers fed npon the farm ,

you will find that an eflate in the highlands main¬

tains , perhaps , ten times as many people as an¬

other of the fame value in a good and fertile pro¬

vince . Thus it is in fome eftates as in { ome con¬

vents of the begging order , the more mouths the

better eheer .
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I Lal now fuppele our modan policy to in¬

pire an - ~Jenlutis or publ: ci sired l . dy to fet up
a wolves or two at a larm - houie . The cotiars be

0
pr ihev with be aoa tine in attaining

to a dentally delndent wo op pear
at the weavers

Loule , in ¢ wpetdon with offers who are accuf¬

wemed oo the wade ; condvoncndy this manuface

oobi a ang l ' ho condition ; but

if che thie sien as Tunpediad wih patience , thefe

obi tos will |

ture will be lan

so oon the beter of Thole who
ceniled herds of cattle lor a pour onaingenance ,
will tien tremlelves to a mere

®
pis dibe

occupa¬
tion ; the fuer will find more ¢ culty in get¬

ting hands , he will complainH , perhaps give way ,
the mater will Iofe a yours rent , and no body
will take fo extenfive a farm ; it mudi Le divided,
then it null Le improved , and then 1t produces
more grein upon ene wath , than peiliaps formally
wis produc d vpon the whole . This grain Is

bought with the price of Hinning ; the parents
divide with the children , who are fed , and fpin
in their tom . When this is accomplifhed , what

is the revolution ? Why , formerly the earth fed

all the mhubitenss with hor fnontancous produc¬
tons , «s may call thom , now more labor is ex¬

SHINS
! LDS her furlace , this fhe pays

o ay whic bedoris to the flrong man for his

rand toil ; worsen and children have no direct

i

dng oun

-
C

LY

IR
Toia li )

fitace , bears
hey have not conwibuted thereto ,

as they did in feeding PA Lut the cy hing andO 2
have monty tosb

7 wane “ hey have not force to

produce 3 conlequently diey ve ; but as they
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become ufelels as cottars , they remeve from their

mo . her earth , and gather into vilizzes . When

this change 13 ¢Iofted the lands appear lefs inha¬

bited ; rainous huts {niay , villages I may call them )
are found frequently , and many would be apt to

conclude , that the country is depopulated ; but

this is by ro means found to be the cafe , when

the whole is taken together
The fpirit therefore of he principal people of 2

country determines the employment of the lower

clafles ; the employment oi theie determines tiielr

ulefuinefls to the flate , and their ulefulnefs , thei

multiplication . The more they are ufeful , the

more they gain , according to the definition of the

contral of fociety ; the more they gain , the more

they can feed ; and confequently the more they

will marry
and divide with their children . This

increafes ufeful population , and encourages agricul¬
ture . Compare the former with the prefent fitua¬

tion , as to numbers , as tw eale , as to happinefs !
Is it not plain , that when the earth is not im¬

proved it cannot produce fo much nourifhment

for man as when it is ? On the other hand , if in¬

duflry does not draw into the hands of the indi¬

gent , wherewith to purchafe this additional nou¬

rilhment , 10 body will be at a confiderable fizit

expenfe to break up grounds in order to produce
it . The withdrawing ‘therefore a number of hands

from a trifling agriculture forces , in a manner ,

the hufbandman to work the harder ; and by hard

fabor upon a { mal i . the fame effect is produ
Py

ced as with flight labor upon a great ¢xlent ,
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I have Nid , that T imagined the fate of wi

culttie in the Scotch farm , wus a preuy juli

reprefatiaion of the general lute of Lurepe
LL 400 YOirs Ag0 : di not il CVery provinceal :

of every couiriy , at lent mn every country forthe

molt part . Coveril reaivng nde me to tna

for frie , where Uiere 1s no diday , nothing but

the carth directly can feed hicr children , little

alicnation oi her truis in oie vlaee . Next , be¬

cate i bad a woenderbo « wlio op booween the way

of living m lvine provinces ol d leven : countries

vith what I have boon dalentbing , pars , blue

bonnets , and out esd , sre now ne Swabia ,

Auvergne , Limon , snd Carolenia , as welas in

Lochaber : numbers of idle , poor , uldicls
has

ds

mulitudes of children , whom 1 lve found tobe

fed , no body knows Low , duingnothuizat troge
of fuurteen , keeping of cattle and going to fol . col,
the only cccupations {uppofed poilile for thom ,

If you afk why they are not employed , tiey tell

yon besaufe commerce is notin the country : hey
talk of commerce as if it was a man , who comes

to refide in fome countries in order to feed the

inhabitants . The truth is , it is not the fault of

thefe poor peeple , but of thei : whole bulines it

is to find cut ¢mployment for them .

Another reasn 1 derive from the nature of the

old tenures , where we [ usd lands which new pro¬

duce large quantities ol grain , granted for a mere

writle , when at the { zme time oilers in the ueigh¬
bouil hood of cites and obiics ore found charged
with conflideralle vrefiions , A Lis } auribute to

Pa
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the bad cnlirvation of Ian

which I infer , a mr ay 0)

of trouble and coun

frequent, arge is revolutions .
, © ;

finding &In Coton dele red as 1s mentioned in

hiflory , {the vaflils oi “the former , being either ce
{lroyed or driven out to make piace for the new

comers ) uled to parcel them out for [ mall returns

in every thing but perfonal fervice . Such fudden

and violent revolutions muft difpeople a country ;
and nothing but tranquillity , {ecurity , order and

indullry , forages together , can render it populous .
Beflides thele natural caufes of population and

depopulation ( which proceed , as we have obfer¬

ved , from a certain turn given ta the [pirit of a

people ) there are others which operate with irre¬

fiftible force , by fudden and violent revelations .

The Kirg of Pruflia , for example , attempted to

people a country all at once , by proiling of the

deferiion of the Saltzburghers . America is become

very poorly peopled in fome {pots unon the ceaft ,
and in fome iflands , at the expenfz of the expor¬

t . tion of millions from Europe and from Africa ;
fuch methods never can fincceed in proportion to

the attempt . Spain , on the other hand , was de¬

populated Ly the expulfion of its antichriftian in¬

habitants . Thefe caufes work evident effects , which

there is little occafion to explain , although the

more remote confequences of them may deferve
obfervation . I {hall , in another place , have oc¬

caflon to examine the manner of our peopling
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Amctica . In this place , nil mle a few obfer¬

votons ton the depopulation of Sprain , and fi¬

nifh my chapter .
That country is [ ad to have been ancienty very

nopulous under the government cf the Moors . 1

am not [ uflicienty verfed inthe politics , economy

and manners of that people , to jude how far

thefe might be faverable to populaten : what

feems , however , to conirm what we are told ,
the large repo : atczies tt 1ey uf ed for prefurving grain ,
which fill remain entire , thouel never once made

ufe of . They watered the Kinloss of Valencia ,
Murcia and Granada . They oiithiered themfelves

into cities of which we fill can difcover the extent

The country which they now policfs ( though drier

than Spain ) { urnithes Lurepe with conhderable

quantities of grain . The palace of the Mocrifh

King at Granada , fhiews a tafte for luxury . The

moigie of Cordoua foeals a larger capil . All

thele are { ymptoms of population , but they only

help ane to gu~ls . “ Lhe numbers which Liflory
mentions to have been driven ont , is a better way
full of judging , if the fidelity of hiftortans could

be depended upon , when there 1s any quedtion
about numbers ,

Here was an examplz of 2 country ¢

in avery extraordin ey
©manner : vet [ am of opis

mon , that the fearcity of inhabitants complained
of in that country , for a longs time afior the ex¬

puifion , did not fo much proceed from the ciiedis

of the lofs fufluned , ss trom the contrat between

the fpirit ot thofe chriflians who remained alter

7

crniatedi

7
2
2C

\»
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the expullion , and theiz catholic d : ' iverers . Tha

chriftians who lived airong the Mansi , were rex ily
Moors as to manners , t haugh not at to religion .
Had they adepted the [ pivicef the {ube Os of Cafiile ,
or had they been governed according to tl . o%r own ,
numbers would focn have rifen to the former

flandazd . But as the chriftian lord coverned his

Murcian , Andaloufian , and Granada [ al jects , ac¬

cording to the principics of chriftian policy , was

it any wonder that in fuch an age of ignorance ,
prejudice , and {uperilition , the country ( one of

the finclt in the world ) fhould be long in reco¬

vering Recover , however , itdid ; and {oonerper¬
haps than is commonly believed : for I fay it wos

recovered fo foon as all the {lat and watered lands

were broucht into cultivation ; becaufe I have rea¬

fon to believe that the Moors never carried theic

agriculture farther in thefe fouthern provinces .
From this 1 fill conclude , that no deftrudiion

of inhabitants by expulfion , captivity , war , pefli¬
lence cr { amine , is fo permanently hurtful to po¬

puiation , as a revolution in that {pirit which is

neceflury for the increafe and fupport of numbers ,

Let that fpirit be kept up , and let mankind be weil

governed , numbers will quickly Increale to their

former ftandard , after the greate ( t reduction pofli¬
ble : and while they are upon the angmenting hand ,
the ftate will be found in more heart and rire

vigor , than when arrived even at the former height ;
for fo foon as a flate ceales to grow in prafperity ,
I apprehend it begins to decay both in health and

Vigor .



fn what Manner ond cccordlinoto wat Proportion
do Pieniy cid Scarcity cifect w People ?

In aformer chapter have examined this queflion ,

relatively to mankind fed by the hand of nature :

I now ceme nearer home , and {hall keep dofe to

modern times , conhidering civenmilancesand cffells

which by daily expericuce we fee and feel .

1 Lave often faid , that numbers are ii : proportion
to the produce of the earth . Inow fay , that in moft

countries of Europe , the { sod produced in the

country is nearly confumed by the intiubitants : and

by nearly Tunderfland , that the part ov ported bears

a final proportion to the home couiianpiion [ do

by no means ellablifh thisas an univer propoittion ;
but fay itis wne for the moff part : and the intention

of this chapter is to enable us to judge Low far tiele

limitations fthould extend . 1 allow , 15 cxample ,

that Holland , not producing food for iw inhabitants ,

mult draw it from { ome country which produces a

fuperfiuity , regulariv : but let it be obitrved that

Poland , Germany , Ylaudors , and Inglaud , with

many other countries , contribute ticir contingents

to fupply the demand of the Dutch ; and of feveral

large trading towns wliich have { mall taritories .

This being the cafe , the quota furnifhed by each

country , mult be in a { mall propertion to the re¬

fpcltive quantity growing im it . But thele are

general conciubions upon vasue fuppeiions , which

throw no light on the quetlion , 1 { hol therefore

cirdeayvour
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endeovour ( 6 apply our resfouing to fudls , and then

~ amine confequeices .
Tji . ve are few countries , I believe , in Faroe

mare abounding grin than Laglid :1 hall

thereisve feep that kingdom ia my eye wile ©

LLL LR Te Nothing iIs More COMMU fio

to hear rae an abundant eon tarnhes more Lia

thee years [ uifiitence : nay , { have found itacy ais

eed by an anthor of confideration .( Advanta age

and dilzavaneges of France md Gr cut Britain , 0
avticle Grain ) wiata peniful yeur prodnces five

years nourifiieent lov the inhi ans . I cs co id

mifiake , it may prove a very aurt { al cne in many

respec . Lam , on the contrary , apt to believe ,
that no annual produce of gram ever was {0 ¢creat
inKngiandas rojupply its habitants Nitec mionhs,
in that abundance with wich ihey feed themjeives in a

year of plenty . Ii this be the cale , at what may we

compute the furplus in ordinary guod years ; | be¬

lieve it will be thouglit a very good year which

produces fii ! falLidence for fifteen months ; and

crops which much exceed this are , 1 believe , very

rare . Here iollow my reafons for diflaring fo

widely from tne
gendleman

whom I have cited .

1f 1 an in the wrong , 1 { hall have ihe mofl fenitble

plealure in being fet right ; and nothing will be fo

ealy to any one who has acces to be be ine

formed as to fais than 1 can pretend to be .

1 counfider all the yearly crop of grain in isngland
as confumed at home , exten : what is expoited ;

; for

I cannot admit that any cor fidereble quantity is lof :

that te nay be abuled , mifappiled , crank wha in

Vou 1, 1.
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fhould be eat , Ido not deny . Thefe are queftions
which do notregard the prefent inquiry . Whether

therefore it be contfumed in bread , beer , fpirits , or

by animals , I reckon it confumed ; and in a year
when the greatcli confumption is made athome , this

Vcall te chundance wirle which te ( nlallivts feed
dhemfelves tn yeurs of play , Now imdin the per¬
formance ubove cited , « ite of exporiations for

five vers , from 17. 46 to 1750 inclufive , where the

quantity exported amounts in all to 3,250,847 quar¬
ters of ali forts of grain . This is not cne year ' s
provifion , according to Sir Willium Petty ’ s calcu¬

Iation , of which we have made mention above , The

bounties upon corn ( continues tie author above

mentioned } have amounted 13: o21e vear to 500,000 /

fterling . He does not mention the year , and I am

little able to difpute that mutter with lim . 1fuppofe
it to be ue ; and { bl farther , let it be underftood

that the whole cuportation wus made out of the

produce of vine crop . I do not find that this fum

antwers to the bounty upon 3ooc,0ue of quarters ,

which , according to Sic Wiilum Potty , make fix

motes Lroviiion . Tealerivie thas , ihe bounty
upon waeat is 5 5 . 2 quirer , that upon rye 3 s.

of cian conunonly exported : cuit the three pre¬
mits together , and divide hy three , the bounty
will come to 3 5 6 . wt wo aacdinmy av which rate

5005,0001. Reiting will pay ihe Loan of 2,727 , 272

quarters of grain Ai innenic ( quiaitty ro be ex¬

ported ! but a vary inconivdeable part of a crop
fuppoled cupable to taainiiun England [ or Ave years .

It

p
I
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It may be anflwered , that the great abundance of a

plentiful year is confiderably diminifhed when a

fcanty crop happens to precede it , orto follow upon

it . In the ficft cafe , it is fooner begun upon ; in the

laft , it fupplies the confumption in the year of

fcarcity , coniiderably . This I ailow to be juft ; but

as it is not uncommon to fee a courfe of good years

follow one another , the flate of exportation at fuch

times muft certainly be the beft , nay , the only
method of judging of the real extent of fuperfluity .

On the other hand , I am apt to believe , that

there never was a vear of fuch fcarcity as that the

Tie lands of England did not produce greatly above fix

months {ubfiflence , fuck as the people are ufed to take

in years of fcarcity . Were fix months of the moft

flender fubfiftence to fail , 1 imagine all Europe
together might perhaps be ata lols to fupply a quan¬

tity fuflicient to prevent the greateft defolation by
: famine .

pin As | have no accefs to look into records , I con¬

Ti, tent mylelf with lefs authentic decuments . 1 find

Is then by the Londen newspapers , that , from the

he gth of Apiil to the 13th of Auguft 1757 , while

je great fearcity was felt 10 Enjland , there were de¬

clared in the port of London no more than 71,728
iE quarters of wheat , of which 153 . 529 were not then

ii arrived . So that the whole quantity there imported
£ to relieve the feurcity , was 56,14q quarters . Notone

on mouth ’ s provilion for the iuhabints of that city ,
i reckouing the at Boomoo fouls ! One who has

# accels to loos wit the regitlers of the trade in grain ,
i suight 11 a moment determine this queftion .

Loa
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Arnotiter reafon which induces me to believe wha

the above arguments feem to prove , I draw from

what fee at prfent paling m Germany ; I mean

the univerfal complaints of fearcity
in thofe armies

which are now allembled , [ 1757 1 When we com¬

pare the numbers of an army ,
et ‘ tbe of a hundred

thonfund men , fuppofe the fuite of it to be as many

more . and forty thoufand horfes , all firangers ,
{ for the otliers I reckon nothing extraordinary ) what

an mconfiderable number does this appear , in pro¬

portion ta the inhabitants of this vaft country ol Ger¬

many! Yet let us obferve the quantity of provifions

of all { rts conflantly coming down the Rhine , the

Mofelle , and many other rivers , collected from .

foreizn provinces con ail hands ; the numbers of

cattle coming from Tungary ; the loads of corn

from Poland ; and all this in a ear which las pro¬

duced what at any other time would have been

called an excellent cron . After thiefe foreirn fupplies ,
muft not one be aflonifhed to find fearcity com¬

plained of in the provinces where the war is carried

on , and high prices every where elfe . From fuch

cirenmflances I mufl conclude , that people are

generally very much deceived in their cilimziion

of plenty and fearcity , when they taix of two or

three ycars \ fubfificnee for a country being found

upon their lands at once . T may indeed be mifthken

in mv conclniions : but the more I have refleéled

npn this fuhjedt , the more | find myfelf coniirmed

in them . even from the familiar examples of the

fudden rife of markets from very inconfiderable

smonolopies , and of their fudden fall by inconfis
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derable quantities imported . I could cite many

examples of tiele vicilitudes , were it neccflary , to

prove what every ong muft obferve .

I come now to refolve a difficulty which naturaily
refults from this dofirine , and with which 1 {hall

clole the chapter .
If it be true , that a crop in the moft plentiful year

is nearly coniumed by the inhabitants , what be¬

comes of them in years of fearcity ; for nobody can

deny , that there is a great difference between one

crop and another . To this 1 anfwer , firft , That 1

believe there isalfo a very great deceit , or common

mifiake , as to the difference between crops : a good

year for one foil , is a bad one for znother . But I

fliall not enlarge on this ; becaule 1 have no fuflicient

proof of my opinion . The principal reafon upon

which I found it , is , thatit is far from being true ,

that the fume number of people confume always

the fame quantity of food . In years of plenty every

one is weil fed ; the price of thelowelt induflry can

rocure fubfiftence fuflicient to bear a divifion ;
x
food is not fo frugally managed ; a quantity of ani¬

mals are fatted for ule ; alt forts of cattle are kept in

acod heart ; and people drink nore largely , becaufe

all is cheap . A year of fcarcity comes , the people are

Ulied , and when thie lower clafles come to divide

with their children , the poriions are brought to be

very mall ; there is great economy upoll confump¬

zion , few animals are fatted for ufe , cattle look

miferably , and a poor man cannot indulge himfelf

with a cup of generous ale . Add to all thele cir¬

enmfances , that in Fugland the produce of palture
L
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is very confiderable , and it commonly happens ,
that a bad vear { or grain , which proceeds from

rains , 13 for the frme veafon a good vear for pafinre ;
and in the efimation of a crop , every circumflince

muft be allowed to enter .

From what has been { aid 1 muft cevclude in

gener . ! , that the beft corn - comnrry in the world ,
provided flavery benot eflublifhed , doesnot produce
wircrewithal fullv to maintaic : , asin vears of plenty ,
one third more than 1s own inhabitants ; for if this

Thould be the cafe , all the policy of man would not

be able to prevent the multiplication of them , nniil

they arofe nearly up to the mean proportion of the

produce in ordinary years , and it is only what

exceeds this ftandard , and proceeds from unufnal

plenty , which can be exported . Were plentiful
years more common , mankind wonld be more

numerous ; were fearcity more frequent , numbers
would be lefs . Numbers therefore mufl ever be ,
mn my humble opmion , in the ratio of food , and

multiplication will never flop until the balance

comes to be nearly even .

C HAP XVIL

Of the Caufes and Confequences of a Country ' s being
fitliy peopled .

In the titles of my chapters , I rather feek to com¬
municate a rough idea of the fubjeli than a corre
one . In truthand in reafon , there is no fuch thin
as a country aflually peopled to the full , if by this
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term numbers only are meant , without confidering
the proportion they hear to tiie confumrption they
make of the predudlions of thicir country . 1havein

a former chapter efiabiifhed a difinltion between

the phyfical and moerzl impefhbility of increafing
numbers . As tothe phyficelimnollibility , the cafe

can hardly exift , becaule means of procuring {ubfif
ence from other countries , when the foil refufes to

give more , feem , if notinexhauflible , at leaft very

extenfive . A cquntry therefore fully peopled , that

is , ina phyficalimpoflibility of increafing their num¬

bers , is a chimerical and ufelefs fuppofition . The

fubjed here under confideration is , the fituation of

a people , who find it their intereft to feck for fub¬

fiftence from abroad . This may happen , and

commonly does , long before the country itlelf is

fully improved : it decides nothing as to the intrinfic

fertility of the foil , and proves no more , than that

the induftry of the free hands has made a quicker

progrefs in multiplying mouths , than that of the

farmers in providing fubfiftence . To illnfirate this

idea , let me propofe the following queftion .
Is multiplication the eflicient cate of agriculture ,

or is agriculture that of multiplication ?

Ianiwer , that multiplication is the efficient caufe

of agriculture , though lallow , that , in the infancy
of fociety , the fpontaneous {ruits of the earth , which

are free toa ] l , are the cflicient caufe of a multiplica¬
tion , whichmayrifetothe exaftpreportionof (hem;
ashasbecn faidabove . Thismuftbe explained .

I havealready diftingvifhed the fruits of agriculture
from the earth ’ s fpontsEOS

production : I mnft

© 4
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The earth produces , whetherher fruits he confumed

or not : wauhind are fed upon theie gratuitouly ,
and without labor , znd the exiftence of the fruits

is antericr to the prodndiion of thofe who are to con¬

{ fume them . 1hole who are firft fed , draw their

vigor from their food , and their multiplication from

tues vizer . Thofe who are produced , live freely

upon their parent earth , and multiply until all the

produce be confumed : then multiplication ftops ,
as we have faidy but eftablifh agriculture , and multi¬

plication will go cn a - new . Confequently , my

reader will fay , agriculture is as much the caufe of

this new multiplication , as the {pontaneous fruits

were of the firft . Here is a very natural conclufion ,

which { eeras diredlly to contradict what we have been

eadeavouring to prove ; butthekuotiseailly untied .

Ve have feen how the exiftence of agriculture muft

depend upon the induflry of man ; thatis , on the

only means of ¢abiifl : ing agriculiure : now , as this
indufiry ischiedy promoted by the motive of pro¬

viding { or our children , the procreation of them

rauft be conlidered as the firft , or at leaft the mof }

palpable political can ’ e of fetting mankind to work ,

and therefore may be confidered as anterior to agri¬
culture ; whereas , on the other hand , the earth ' s

fpontanesus produions being in fmall quantity ,
and quite independeiit of man , appear , asitwere ,

tobe furnifhed by nature , inthe fame way asa fmall

fum is given toa young man , in order to put him in

a way of indufiry, , and of meking his fortune . The

{ mall fum fets him a - going , but it is his indufiry
which mokesthe fortune , From this illufiration it
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appears , that if the demand for food can be more

readily fupplied from abroad than from home , jt
will be the foreizn Mbilience , which will preferve
numoers , produced from indufliv , not from domeflic
agricudivre ; and thele numbers will , in their turn s
produce an advancement of itat home , by infy. ring
a defire in the hufbandman to acquire the equivalent
which ther countrymen give to flrangers.

Such nations whofe flatetmen have not the talent
te enga se the hulbandmen to wifh for the equivalent ,
which thel bor of their fellow - citizens can produce ;
or , m other words , who cannotcreate reciprocal
wants and dependencies among their fubjects , muft
fiend ina moral incapacity of augmenting in num¬
bers . Of { uch flates we have 10 cecafion to treat
in this chapter , any mote than of thofe who are

fuppofed to be in the phyfical incapacity of mul¬

tiplymng : our point of view is , to examine the
natural confequences refulting from a demand for
fubfiftence extending itflf to toreizn countries . This
I take to he the mother of induftry at home , as well

as of trade abroad ; two objects which come to be
treated of in the fecond book .

A country may be fully peopled ( in the fenfe

we underftand this term ) in feveral different ways ,
It may be fully flocked at one time with fix millions ,
and at another may maintain perhaps eight or even
nine millions with eafe , without the foils being
better cnltivated or improved . On the other hand ,
a country my mamtain tweaiy millions with eafe ,
and by being improved as to the foil , become over¬
ftocked with fifteen millions , ‘ Thefe two affertions
muft be explained .

(

— —
—
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The more frugal a people are , and the more

they feed upon the plentiful produdions of the

earth , the more they may increafe in numbers .

Were the people of Englind to come more into

the ufe of living upon bread , and give over con¬

fuming fo much animal food , inhabitants would

cert : inly increafe , and many rich grafs fields would

be thrown into tillage . Were the French togive over

eating fo much bread , the Dutch fo much fifh , the

Flemifh fo much garden fluff , and the Germans

fo much fourkrant , and ali take to the Englifh diet

of pork , beef , and mutton , their refpetive numbers

would foon decay , let them improve their grounds
to the utmoft . Thefe are but refleftions , by the by ,
which the reader may enlarge upon at pleafure .
The point in hand is , to know what are the confe¬

quences of a country ’ s being fo peopled , no matter

from what caufe , that the foil , in its atual ftate of

fertility , refules to fupply afufficient quantity of fuch

food as the inhabitants incline to live upon . Thefe

are diffrent according to the diverfity of fpirit in the

people .
If they be of an indolent difpofition , directed

in their political economy by eftablifhed habits and

old prejudices , which prevent innovations , although

a change of circumftances may demand them , the

effet will be to put a ftop to population ; which

cannot augment without an increafe of food on one

hand , and of induftry on the other , to make the firft

circulate . Thefe mult go hand in hand : the prece¬

dence between them is a matter of mere curiofity
and fpeculation .



v3 Pr RINC

If , on the coniriry , a MHirit of induflry has

brouoiit the counirv to a certian deoree of popu¬
Toston , tis pire wil not be Hopr hy the want of

fourd ; tow be bron iit from {oreion counties , and>

Gino denond , by dimintinns among tiem the

quintiny nha vproadaced for their ow + fubliftence ,
Wit prompt the indeflrions to anprove thar lands ,
11 order to Hupyly the new dimad without any
hurt wo dremel , es . hus tade Bas an evident ten¬
dose

sonar , by reade ing the mbaoioins of one counuy

y towards the impr . vanent of the world in

indufirions , morder to fupply the wits of another ,
witlicut any prejudice to themfelves . Let us ake

a flop fuarticr .

The country fully flocked can oiler in eschange
for this food , nothing but the fuperiluiy of the ia
duflry of (he free ki ands, for that ol the furmers is

fuppoled to be confumed by the focicty : except
mndeed fome fpecies of nourifimicit or produdiicns,
whicli , being eitcemed at a inigher value in other

countries than in thofe which produce tiem , bring
a more confiderable return than the value of what
1s exported , as wien raw {ilk and delicate wines ,
&c . are given in exchange for grain and othex

provifions .
The { une Zaity of induflry matt , therefore , form

the principal part of exportation , and if the nation

fully flocked be furrounded by others which abound
in grainand articles of fubfiftence , where tie i1tha¬

Litants have a talte for elegance . and ure eager of

acquiring the mannfa @ures and inprovements of

their mdufirious neichbours ; it is certain , that a
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trade with fuch nrtdons will very confidershly
increafe the inhibitanss of the other , though fuily
flocked , relatively to the produflion of their own

foil ; and the additional aumbers will only increafle

that of manufaéturers , not of hulbundmen This

is the cafe with Holland , and with mary lire

trading cities which are free and have but a finall

territory .

If , on the contrary , the nation fully flocked be in

the neighbourhood of otherswho take the fame {pirit
as itfeif , this fupply of food will become in time

more dillicult to be had , in preportion as their

neighbours come to fupply their own wants . They
mult therefore feek for it ata greater diflance , and

as { con as the expenie of procuring it comes to

exceed the value oi the labor of the {rec lands em¬

ployed in producing the equivalent , their wor

will czafe to be exported , and the number of inka .

bitant : will be diminifhed to the proportion of the

veimaininz food .

1 do not fay that trode will ceale on this account ;

by no means . Trade may flill go on , and even

be more confiderable than before ; but it will be a

trade which never can increafe inhabitants , becauie

for this purpofe there mult be fubfillence . Tt may

have however numberlels and great advantages : it

may greatly advance the wealth of the flate , and

this will purchale even power and flrength . A

srading mation may live in profound peace at

home , and fend war and ceniufion among her

enemies , without even employing herown ub ; ells ,
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Thus trade without increafing the inhabitants of a

country can greatly add to its force , by arming
thofe hands which fhe has notfed , and employing
them for her fervice .

CHA P XIX .

Is the Introduction of Machines into Manufactures pre¬

judicial to the Interefl of a State , or huriful te

Population ?

3
Tus I find has been madeaqueftion inmodern

tunes . The ancients held in great veneration the

inventors of the { aw of the lathe , of the wimble ,
of the potters wheel ; but forme moderns find an

abuicin bringing mechaiufm to perfection : ( fee Les

Inicrets de da France mal enterdus | p . aye . 313 . ) the

great Moutelfgnicu fds fault with water - mills ,

though do wot find thathe has made any objection

againil theule of the plow .
Did people uiderflund one another , itwould be

impofiible that { uch poiuis could fnffer a difpute

among men of fenfe 3 but die cireemftinees referred

to , or preivppoled , which authors almoeft always

keep in their eye , though they feldom expres them ,
render the moft evident truths fulceptible of

oppolition .
It is hardly poflible fuddenly to introduce the

fmalicft innovation mito the prlitical cconomy of a

fate , letit be ever fo reafonable , nav ever fo pro¬

fitable , without incurring fomeinconvenicncies . A
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room cannot be { wept without raifing duft , one

cannot walk abroad without dirtying one ’ s fhoes ;
neither can a machine , which abridges the labor of

men , be introduced «ll at once into an extenfive

manufacture , without throwing many people into

iAlenefs ,

In treating every queftion of political economy , 1

couftanty fuppofe a flatelman at the head of govern¬

ment , {yftemaiically condulling every part of it , fo

aso prevent the viciflitudes of manners , and innova¬

tions , from hurting any intereft within the common¬

wealth : , by their natural and immediate effeéls or

confequences . When zhoufe withinaeity becomes

crazy , it 13, taken down ; this I call {yftematica
ruin : were it allowed to full , the confequences
might be fatal in many refpelts , In like manner ,

if a number of machines are all at once introduced

into the manufallures of an indufliious nation , ( in
confequence ofthat freedom which mufd neccflarily
Le indulged to all forts of improvement , aud svithout

which a [ tate cannot thrive ) it becomes the bulinels

of the { latclman to interelt himfelf fo far in the

confequences , as to previde a remedy for the

convenicucies refulting from the fudden zlteration ,

It is farther his duty to make every exercife even of

liberty and refinement an objet of governmentand
admibufiration ; net fo as to diteourage or to check

them , but to prevent the revolution from aficding
the intercils of the diferent clafles of the people ,
whofe welfare he ts particularly bound to take

cure of .

The introdufiion of machines can , I thick , inno
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provement to fiy , that the water would cverflow

the neighbouring lands , asif I could be fuppofed fo

improvidentas not to have prepared anew channel

forit ? Machines ftop the river ; itis the bufiuefs of

the flate to make the new chanel , as itis the public
which is to reap the benefit of the fluice : 1 imagine
what I have [ aid will naturally {uggeftan anf { wer to

all poffible objections aganft the introduction of

machines ; as for the advantages of them , theyare
fo palpable that I need notinfilt upon them . There

is however one cafe in which I think they may be

difapproved of ; butit feemsachimerical fuppofition ,
and is brought in here for no other purpoie than to

pointoutand iiluitrate the principle which iniluences

this branch of our {ubjell
If you can imagine a country peopled to the

utmoit extent of the fertility of the foil , and abfolutely
cat oft rom any communication with other nations 3

all the inhabitants fully employed in fupplying the

wants of one anothier , the circulation of money going
forward regularly , proportionally , and uniformly ,

throngh every vein , asl mnay call it , olthe pelitical

body ; no fudden or extraordinary demand at any

time for any branch of indufiry ; no redundancy of

any employment ; no pollibility of increafing either

circulation , induftry , or confumption . In fucha

fituation as that i fhould difapprove of the intro¬

duétion of machines , as | difapprove of taking phyfic
in an eftablilbied ftate of pertett health . Idifapprove
of a machine only becanfe itisaninnovation ina flate

ablolutely pertect in thefe branches of its political

economy ; and where there 1s perfection there can

Vor . L M
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be no nupreverrent . 1 farther dilpprove of it

becaule itmign : fu . ce amanto be ile , whowould

be found thereby ina phyheal impoliibiiity of setting
his bread ) Suny other way than that in whicliheis

tuppoled to Le atinily eintlover ,
Thepr !

isfoini . s

r :SAU I ta county in Fuvope ,
Fdidta fom this degree of perfediion ,: : u

that I iaaftenafulee the inrodud ! won of machines ,
and of coer mntiod of augmenting the produce or

facdicngiie inbor and mpenuity of man , asof the

greatedt vtility . Why do people willl to augment

population , but in order to compafs thefe ends ?

Whertin does the effect of a machine differ from

that of new inhabitants ?

As agriculture , cexercifedas a trade , purges the

land of idle mouths , and puthes them to a new

indaftry which the fate may turn to her own

advantage ; fo does z machine introduced into a

manufacture , purge oft hands which then become

fnperfluous in tier branel : , and which may quickly
be employed in another .

If therefore the machine proves hurtful , it can

only be becaufc it prefents the Nate with anadditional

number of hands bred ts laber ; conlequently , if thefe

are afterwards found wiiout bread , it muit proeccd
from on want of attention in the flatefman : for an

mduflricus man nde idle , may conflantly be em¬

ployed to advantoa ~, and swaths predic to him who

employs han . What eruld an ali ofnaturalization
do wore , than furnilh induensicus hands forced

to be idle , andderandinzemployineat ? Machines

therefore 1 coulider as a methed of augmenting
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( virtually ) the number of the induflricus , without

the expenie of feeding an additional number : this

bv no means obfirudls natauraland ufeful population ,
for the moll obvious reafors .

We have thown how population muft go on , in

proportion to fubfiftence , and in proportion to

induftry : now the machine ents nothing , fo does

not diminifh fublifterce , and induflvy { in our age

atlealt ) isin no danger of being overfincked inany

well governed fate ; for letall he veld cepy your

improvements , they f£ 1 will be the fzhnlars , And

if , on the contrary , in the introdndion efmachines

you are found to be the fthelars efother nations , in

that cafe you are brought to the dilemna cfaceepting
the invention with 2ll its incouvenizneies , or of

renouncing ever y foreign communicaIGT ,

think , to conclude , that experienc ru Totnece { lity

prove what we tmagine our realer pointed
out

The confeguences of ianovel

economy , admit nian inkinite varies ;
infinite variety of civeumitaices wii

no reafoning , therefore , however sain 2d, can point
out a prion , what pun { uch ar

peniahly follow . ite EER iui ! made ,
circum flances mult be allowed wo omer

incon

veniencies mufl be prevented or refufied as far as

poilible ; and whon thife prove too many , oT too

great to be removed , the moil rational , the belt

conceried fcheme in theery muft be laid afide ,
until preparatory fteps be taken for rendering it

practicable . M3
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Upon the whole , daily experience fhows the

advantage and improvement acquired by the intro¬

duétion of machines . Let the inconveniencics com¬

plained of be ever fo fenfibly felt , leta flatefman be

ever fo carelefs in relieving thofe who are forced to

be idle , all thefe inconveniencics are only tempo¬

rary ; theadvantage is permanent , and the neceflity
of introducing every method of abridging labor and

expenle , in order to fupply the wauts of luxurious

mankind , is ablolutely indifpeniuble , according to

modern policy , accurding to experience , and accord

ing to reafon .

C HA P XX .

Mifcellancous Obfervations upon Agriculture and Po¬

pulation .

| HAVE hitherto conflidered the objet of agricul¬

ture , as no more than the railing of grain ; the food

of mankind has been elimated by the quantity

they confnme of that production ; and hnfbandmen

have been fuppoted to have their refidence in the

country . As my fubject has bur an mdireél con¬

nexion with the { cence of agriculture , 1 have

fin plified many things complex in thumnlelves , the

better to adapt them to the prindip . l objedd of my

inquiry , and the better to keep my atrention fixed

upon oneidea ata time . Tam now going to return

to fome pats of ray fmiicet , which I think I have

treated too {uperficiaily ; and to examine , as 1 go

0:

al

hit
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along , fome mifcellaneons queftions which will

naturally arife from what is to be faid .

Almoft every one who has writ upon population ,
and upon agriculture , confidered as an effential

concomitant of it , has recommended the ¢qual
diftribution of the property of linds as ufeful to

both : a few refle ( tions upon this queftion , after

what has been thrown out in the courfe of the

foregoing chapters, may not be improper ; more in

order to examine and apply the principles laid

down , than with a view to combat the opinion of

others .

1 have already , upon feveral occafions , taken

notice of the great difference between the political

economy of the ancients , and that of modern times ;

for this reafon , among others , that 1 perceive the

fentiments of the ancients , which were founded

upon reafon and common fenfe , relative to their

fituation , have been adopted by fome moderns ,

who have not perhaps {ufliciently attended to the

change of our manners , and to the effc &ls which

this change muik operate upon every thing relative

to our economy . The ancients recommended

ftrongly an equal diftribution cf lands as the beft

fecurity for liberty , and the belt method , not only

to preferve an equality among the citizens , but alfo

to increafe thetr number .

In thole days , the citizens did not compofe one

half of the fate relatively to numbers ; and there

was almoft no fuch thing as an eflablithed monied

intereft , which can no where be founded but upon

trade , and an extenfive induflry . In thofe days
M3

QuEsT . L
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there w2ino folid income bet ima liand that being
equally divided amon the citizens , wast verableto

their multiplication and prodiced caanality . Butin

ourdays , riches do not cenfifi in ficsonly ; nay we

fomctimes fund the moit confideruble proprietor of

thefe in very indifferent cirri onecers loaded with

ebts , ant depending upon the fndnlzence of men’ 1 o “lb
sho have nortan ace ,

and who ave their creditors .1

tor us therefore divide our ands as we pledfe , we

Sheil sever produce omlity by i . Thisisan cffen¬

tal Citierance between us and theancients , with

voip w cue point . Now as to the other , popu- ~
lation ,

The cgnid diviioti of Iand : ; no doubt , greatly
tends to meroals the nunbers of one Ls of inha¬

bhitaitts , to wit , Cie lanalords , Tn ancient times , as

has been obierved , thie chief arention was to increale

the citizens , that is the higher clades of the fate ,
and the equal diviflon oi property fo effefina ily pro¬
duced this effet , thatthe Creat ftates were obliged
to allow the expolizion of children ; and Ariflode
locked upon it as a thing indiin rl bly nceeflary
as M. de Montelqu :leu hus very tadicton ! v obferved .

The multiplication of the fowl elds , dat is of

the flaves , never entered aio the eonfideration of

the public , but remained purddy a mater of private
eoncern ; and we find it was a gueflien with fame ,
whether or not it wus worth while to breed from

them atall . But in our days d ic principal object is

to {upport the lower clafles from their own mul¬

tiplication , and for this purpofe , an unequal divifion

of property fecms to me the more favorable { cheme ;

Boox 1,
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becaufe the wealth of the rich falls naturally into the

pockets of the induftrious poor ; whereas the produce
of avery middling fortune , does no more than teed

the children of the proprietor , who in courfe become

very commonly and very naturally an ufelels hur .

den npen the lind . Let me apply this to an ex¬

ample . Do we not familiarly obferve , that the con¬

iolidation of { mall efiates , und the diminution of

gentlemen ' s families of middling fortunes , do litle

harm to a modern fate . There are always abun

dance of this clafs of inhabitants to be found when¬

ever there is occalion for them . When a great man

buys up the lends of the neignbouring gentry , or

{ mall proprietors , ail the complaints which are heard ,

tam upon the diftrels which thence refults to the

lower claffes , from the lofs of their mafters and

protectors ; but never one word is heard of that

made by the ftate , from the extinction of the formes

proprictor ’ s family . Thisabundantly fhows that the

chijcct of modern attention is the multiplication of

the lower clafles , confequently it muft be an incon¬

fificncy to adopt the praclice of the ancients , when

our economy is entirely oppofite to theirs .

Let this {uffice to point out how far the difference

of cur mmners fhould influence the divifion of cur

Tands 1 Mail now examine a queliion relative to the Quusr , IL

feience ci agiioihiure , not conficdered as a method

of torevios wie {oily ( this will come in more

rds ) bur of nizling it prodace to

- he bot adcaneee , upouling it to be already ime

vss In trentin ~ of the produllions of the carth , incon

A og
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fequence of agriculture , I have all along diflingnifhed
them from thofe which fpontanecuils proceed from

the force of nature : thle ave the imo diate oifr of

God , thofeare the return of the Yahoo ! his creatures ,

Every one knows that the labor of noanlind is not in

proportion to their numbers . hut ro their inindtry ,
The produce therefore of agriculture mufl be efiima¬
ted , not according to the quantity of truits only ,
but alfo according to the labor employed to produce
them . Thee things premifed , the queition here

propofed to be examined arifes , viz Which {pecies
of agriculture is the moi advantageous toa modern

fociety , that which produces the greatefl quantiry
of truits abfoiutely taken , or that which produces the

greateft quantity relatively taken , 1 mcan to the
labor empioyed ?

This queflion might eafily he refolved , in general ,
by the application of principles already deduced ;
although it cannot admit of a direct anfwer , in the
manner | have put it . One , therefore , may fay
indeterminately , that fpecies is the beft which pro¬
duces a furplus the bef proporiicned to the induflry ,
and to the demands ot all the free hands of the flute .
Bur as this folution wouid not lead nico the objet
Ihave in view , | have thrown in an alternative in
order to gain attention to the principles which t am
going to examine , and which influence and deter¬
mine the eftablifiment of the one or the other fpecies
of agriculture .

The prineipal difficulty I find in the examination
of this queftion , is to diftinguifh the effe @s of agri
culture from thefe of the fpontaneous production of

~ ~
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the earth . The returns from pafture , for example ,

relatively taken , are , as we have obferved , both

from rcafon and from experience , far greater than

thofe of corn fields , (vid . fupra , chap . 8. ) though
1 lit : le doubt but that , abfolutely taken , the cafe

is quite otherwife ; that is to fay , thatanacre of

the fineft corn - land will produce more nourifhment

for man , than an equal portion of the fineft pafture :
but here we are following the proportion of {pace
and produce , not of labor ; for if the produce of

both acres be confidered relatively to the labor necef¬

fary for the cultivation , as well as to the extent ;

the produce of pafiure will be found far greater :

this however I aferibe to the fpontaneous operation

of nature , and not to the fuperior utility of this

kind of agricuiture .
Since thereforeit is impoflible , rightly to feparate

the effets of nature from thofe of art and induftry ,

in this fpecics of improvement , let us confine our

fpeculations to thofe only which have for their

object the turning up the furface , andthe fowingor

cultivating annual vegetables . For the better con¬

veying our ideas , letustakean example , and reafon

from a {uppofition ,
Let me fuppofe an ifland of a fmall extent and

fruitiul cil , fufficiently improved , and cultivated

after the manner of the beft lands of England , in

the ordinary method of farming .
In that cafe we may infer , from what was laid

down in the 8th chapter , thatthe number of people

employed about farming may be nearly about one

haif of the whole fociety . Let the whole inhabitants
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of the ifland be called 1000 , that is Sno farmers ,
and as many free hands . The 500 farmers muft then
feed 1000 ; the 00 free hands muf provide for all
the other wants of 1000 . By thiz fuppofizion , and

allowing that therc isan equal decree of induflry in
thefe two clafles , the providing of food will appear
to be an occupation juft equaito that of providing for
all other wants . From this let me draw a few con¬

fequences , bythaby , beforel proceed .
Experience ( hows thatin all countries there are found

many who are here underftood to be included in the
clafs of free hands , who confumed infinitely more of
other things than of food ; confequently we muft con¬
clude , thatas the wants of fome dofar exceed the pro¬
portion of their food , fo inorder to bring the balance

even , the wants of others mut fall far below it . That
this is the cafe , I believe , will be found by experience ,
Let me follow this thought a little farther .

Ta proportion as a greater number than one half
of the people becomes employed in agriculture , muft
it not follow , thatall other work muft come to bear
a fmaller proportion than formerly to the food con¬

fumed ; confequently the manner of living muft

becomemorefimple . Now we have fhown that what
we call wants , in contradiflin @ion to food , can only
be fupplied by the free hands , and that thefe again
can only be fed from the furplus of the farmers con¬

tfequently the { ewer wants , and the fewer free hands ,
the lefs furplus , which of courle infers an asviculture
Tels produdtive , relatively to the niimber of farmers .
Were therefore a wile fociety employed in agri
culture , cairied on asa dire methed of {fubfifting ,
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there weu ! d be no furplus , confequently no free

hands : confequently no work for Mpplying any

want butfocd . This maybe thoughtan impoflible

fuppofition . If you fuppolc agriculture exercifed as

a trade , 1 allow it to be fo , butnotilitbe carried

on as a method of fubfifting only ; and if you throw

away the idea of labor altogether , and fuppofe
mankind in its infancy , that is in paradife , living

upon the fpontaneous fruits of the earth , and quite

naked , you will find the cafe notonly fuppofable ,

but exactly fo . It isexallly fo among the cattle :

every one of them may be confidered in a parallel

fituation with a huf { bandman who works for his own

nourifiment . They feed upon the {pontaneous fruits

of the earth , and have no {urplus ; and having no

other want , they are freed from cvery other care .

Let me return now to theilland .

The 500 farmers feed 1000 ; and we fuppofe the

lands labored as in a good Englifh farm . One of

the focicty propofes to augment the rumber of inha¬

bitants by introducing a mere operofe {pecies of

agriculture , the produce of which may be abjolutely

greater , thoughrelatively leis .
The firft queftion the ftatefman would naturally

put to this refornier would be , Whatisyourviewin

increafing the number of our inhabitants , 1s it to

defend us againit our enemies , is it to fupply the

wants of firangers , and thereby to enrich ourfeives ,

is it to fupply our own wars with more abundance ,

or isit to provide us more abundantly with food ?

I can hardly find out any other rational view in

wifhing for an additional nunber of people in any
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country whatfoever . Lect it be anfwered , that all

thefe ends may be thereby obtiined : and now let ug

examine how far this reformation npon agriculture
will have the effi & of increafing inhabitants , how far

fuch increife will procnre the ends propofed , and

how far the execution of fucha plan isa praflicable
fcheme to an induftrious people .

If the inhabitants be not fufficiently fed , which

is the only thing that can prevent their multiplication ,
it muft proceed from one of two caufes . Either firft,
that thofe do procreate who cannot produce an

equivalent for the food of their children : or fecondly ,
that induftry making a quicker progrefs than agri¬
culture , the induftrious come too ftrongly in

competition with one another , for the {urplus of

food to be found ; which has the ffc &t of raifing
the prices of it , and reducing the portionstoo low

to fuffer a divifion ; and therchy of preventing
marriage and multiplication in the lower clafles of

the free hands .

In the firft cafe , it is to no purpofe to increafe

the produce of agriculture , by rendering it more

expenfive ; for thofe who have no equivalent to

give when food is cheap , will flill be in grearer

neceflity when it rifesin the price . In the fecond

cafe , itis to no purpofe to diminifh the furplus of

the farmers , becaufe the fuppofition proves that the

balance is already too heavy upon the fide ofthe tree

hands , that is , that the furplus of the farmers is

already become infufficient fully to feed them ,

Two remedies may be propofed for this incon¬

veniency , the oie tending to pepulation , the other

yy
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to depopulation ; and as the end to be compalfled is

to fet the balance even between hufbandmen and

tree hands , I fhall explain both , and point out ow

far from principles it appears , that in either way

the end may be attained .

That tending to increafe population is the remedy

propofed , and , no doubt , was it poflible to intro ~

duce a new fyftem of agriculture of a larger abfolute

prodution , although therelative production thould

belefs , the inhabitants of the flate becoming thereby
better fed , though at a greater coft , would infal¬

libly multiply . Let me therefore examine this firft

part before I fay any thing of the other ; and for

the greater diftinétnefs 1 {hall return to my example ,
and examine both the confequences and the pof¬

fibility of putting fuch a plan in execution .

Let me {uppole , thatby uling the fpadeand rake ,

inftead of the plow and hurrow , the lands of our

ifland might be brought to produce with more abun - ~

dance ; this isa method of increafing the expenfe of

agriculture , which would require an additional
pumber of hufbandmen .

Now , by the fuppofition , 500 farmers fed ,

though fcantily , the whole of the inhabitants , thatis

1000 perfons . If therefore 100 of the free hands can

be engaged to become farmers , the end may he

attained : more nourifhment will be produced ;
the people will be better fed ; they will multiply ;
that is , their number will rife above 1000 . Let us

next endeavour to form a judgment of this increafe ,
and of the confequence of the revolution ,

The fociety will iow be compofed of boo farmers
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and 400 free hands . The Goo will cexiin ’ ~roduce
more fruits than formerly ; bot as thew Hibor is

relatively lefs produdiive by the inp it will

be impoflible for them to furnifii furpies cual to

their own comfumption ; confceiently . the free

hands never will be able to rile to a rannhee anal
to theirs ; thatis , the

bociery
will never gel up to

1200 . But we fuppofed , that Cie other wonts of

the lociety required the duly of one half of the

mhabitants to [ upply them ; that is, of all the S00

free hands ; and , as the number of dicfe has heen

already reduced , and can never more rife to that

proportion , as has been faid , mull not cither the

people voluntarily adept a mere Limnle way of

fiving ; or muft not the derand for Wolk rife
very

confiderably ? Let me confider the cenicguences in

both cales . In the firfl , you perceive , that if the

inhabitants themfclves are obliged to fimplify their

way of living , for want of hands to {voply what

they formerly continues , three of the fort ohjedls
propofed by the reformation beceine fresoiihie 0

be attained , to wit , thedefondlnythenf lo vainht
their cnemies , the fupplying the wants of Trangers ,
and the fupplying their ow with morcabundunee .

Andwith regard to the fourth , the being bein fed ,
that muft ceale to be tiie cale , the mormon dic end

is obtained ; thatis , the mement Cro iniichitants are

multiplied up to the preportivii of additonal fvod .

Coenfequently , by fimplityiig their way of lide , and

allowing farming to fland spon the new footing ,
they compafs notany one of the ends they pro¬

pofed .

Boor 1,
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Next , if we fuppafe , that the inhabitants do no *

incline to fimuplity their way of life , but that the

wealthy among tiem infift upen purchafing all the

inftruments of luxury which they formerly were

ufed to enjoy , mult not demand for work greatly
rife , and muft not , of contcquence , an additional

encouragement be given to that {pecies of labor

which had been diminifked , in taking 100 perfons
from induflry , to throw them into the clafs of far¬

mers ? Will not this make them quickly defert their

fpade , and the rather , as they have taken to an em¬

ployment leis lucrative than that of farming , accord¬

ing to the former fyftems ?
So much for the confequences which would follow ,

in cafe the plan propofed was found practicable ;
thatis , {uppolingitto bea thing poflible to tranfport
into agriculture a part of an induflrious fociety ,
already otherwilc employed , and to change ali at once

the relative proportion between thofe who fupply
food , and thole sho puichafe it with their induftry .
Wehave bequn , by taking that firf ! ftep for granted ;
and now Iam to fhow what obflacles will be found

in the execution .

We have faid , that it is the muliiplicity and com¬

plexity of wants which give an encouragement to

agriculture , and not agriculture , or an abundance

of food , which infpires mankind with a difpofition
to labor . Now , if this principle be true , the fuppofi¬
tion we have proceeded upon isablurd . Tam afraid ,
both reafon and experience will abundantly prove
that it is fo .

‘ The natural and neceflary effe @t of induftry , in
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trades wind manufaciores . is to promote thie increafe

of relative hufbandry ; which , by au smenting the

furplis , tends of courfe to inererie the proportion
of the free hands relatively to the farmeors . A niver

may as ealily afcend to its {fource , a . a people volun¬

tarily adopt a nore operofe acriculture than that

already cftablifhed , fuppofing thie lands to be fully
improved , the {pirit of induaflry to prevailon one

hand , and the farmers to have profit cnly in view

on the other .

What { armer could fell the {urplus of an expenfive
agriculture in competition with another who exer¬

cifed a {pecies relatively more productive ?

When lands are improved , the
fimplification of

agriculture is a neceffary concomitant of indufiry ,
becaufe diminifhing expenle is

ie only method of

gaining a preference at marnet .

Wihedier iduflry h: 13 done hust to population ,
by augmenting the relative , and diaini thing the

ablulute produce of agriculture ; or whether it has

done good to it , hy encouraging the [cience in

general , and extendng tie exercile of il over the

face of the earth , isa matter of
fact

which I fhalt

leave to others , beter miormed thant 1 am , to

determine . For my own part ; i believe that thou¬
fands of examples may be tound «of the one and ¢!
other . 1 lnow corn - fields , where viilages formerly
ftood , the inhabitants of which ted themfelves with

the pure produce of abfolute agriculiure ; thats ,
with a bit of garden - ground , and the milk of a cow :

there {urely is depopulation : but , ata finall diftance

‘ from the place where thofc villages flood , I fee corn¬

ficids ,



excl

1 of

i ,
IN

ES

[Me

CHar . XX . POLITICAL ZCONOMY . 277

fields , where nothing butheath was to be met witir ;
this marfs population . 1 leek no more than to ex¬

rlin from Ls the principles I am endeavouring
to difeover , aud thall leave general conclufiuns te

others , as | have already fuid .

There 132 maxia : in law , which may be extended
almofll to every thing in this world , unum quods . e
eodem modo folvitur quo colligatum el . Indafiry
forms this {pecics of ablolute agriculture ; induftry
deftroys it . A military force raifed the Roman
grearnc ( s ; a military force deftroyed it . A fpiric
of liberty may form a noble conftitution , and a {pirit
of liberty may break the fame to pieces . The States
of Denmark refrained the royal power and effablifh¬
ed a free government ; the fame States rendered that

very power unlimited , and eftablifhed there the

pureft monarchy in Chriftendom . But thefe reflec
tions are foreign to our fubjet : Ne futer ultra cre¬

pidem . 1 return ,

When induftry js fet on foot , it gives encour ~

agement to agriculture excreifed as a trade : and
by the ollurements of eafe , which a large f {urplus
procures to the farmers , it docs hurt to that {pecies
which is exercifed asa method of { ubfificnce . Lands
become more generally and lef thoroughly labored .
In { ome couniries tillage is fet on { oot and encour¬

aged ; thisisan operofe agriculture While indufury
goes forward , and while a people can remain fatig¬
fied with a nouritbment coufifling chiefly of bread ,

this fylem of agriculture will fublift , and will carry
numbers very high . if wealth increafes , and if
thole who have it begin to demand a much greatex

Vor I i
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propo . sou of work than formerly , while they cone

fume no more food , then I believe numbers may

Jiminiih from the principles Iam now going in queft
of .

I return to the council of tie ifland where the

propoiition lsid down upon the carpet is , Thc

jeanty fubjiflence of the inhabiiaiis requires redrefs ,
A Machiavelian flands up ( of fuch there are

{ ome in every country ) and propofes , in place of

multiplying the inhabitants , by rendering agricul¬
tare more operofe , to diminifh their number , by

+hrowing a quantity of corn - fields into grafz . What

is the intention of agriculture , fays Le , but to

nourifh a flate ? By our operofe method of plowing
and fowing , one half of the whele produces con¬

fumed by thofe who ralle it ; whereas by having a

great part of our ifland in pallure , one hall of the

hulbandmen may be faved . Pray what do you

propofe to do with thele whom you intend to

make idle ? replies a citizen . Let them betake thems

felves to induftry . But indafley is fuiliciently ,

nay more than fufficiently flecked already . If ,

fays Machiavel , the fupernumerary hufbandmen

" be thrown out of a way of living , they may go where

they pleafe ; we have no occalion for them , nor for

any one who lives culy to feed himfeif . Bat you

diminifh the number of your people , replies the

citizen , and confequently your firength ; and if

afterwards you come to be attacked by your enemies ,

you will wifh to have thofe back again for your de¬

fence , whom in your fecurity you defpifed . To

this the other makes anfwer : there you truft to the
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Egyptianreed . If they be neceflary for feeding us

at prefent , how fhall we be able to live while we

employ them as foldiers ? We may live without

many things , but not without the labor of our

hufbindmen . Whether we have our grounds in

tillage or in pafture , if that clafs be rightly propor¬

tioned to the labor required , we never can takeany
from it . In thole countries where we fee princes
have recourle to theland to recruit their armies , we

may fafely conclude that there the land is overftock¬

ed ; and that induftry has not as yet been able to

purge off all the fuperfluous mouths : but with us

the cafe is different , where agriculture is juftly pro¬

portioned to the number of hufbandmen . If I

propofe a reform , it isonly to augment the {urplus ,

upon which all the ftate , except the hufbandmen ,
are fed ; if the furplusafter the reform is greater than

at prefent , the plan is good , although 250 of our

farmers f { hould thereby be forced to flarve for

hunger .
Though no man is , I believe , capable to reafon

in fo inhuman a fiyle , and though the revolution

here propofed be an impoflible fuppofition , if meant

to be executed all at once , the { ame effcéis however

muft be produced , in every country where we fee

corn - fields by degrees turned into paflure ; only the

change is graduel , induftry is not overftocked any

where , and fubfifterice may be drawn from cther

countries , where the operofe fpecies of agriculture
can be carried on with profit .

Familiar experience proves the truth of this . 1

have a corn - farm , where 1 maintain ten horfes and

N 2
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forir fervants for the eunltivation alime : at the end

of the year Find ny furplus cgnal to gol flarling ,
If , by throwing wy grounds into crals , 1 can dif¬

inifsthree fervan and ight horfes , and at the end

cf the vesr vaiie my furples to Sol flerling , who

doubts of my doing it ? Is net this following the

dofirine above laid down ? But there is nothing
odious inthis ; beeaule donot fee thele thice fervants

die tor hunger , nor is it a confequerce they fhould ,

ss [ lates are formed . They turn thanfelves to induf¬

y , and food comes from ahro d , in proportion as

the country itfelf produces alels quantity Fadl and

experience prove this afiertion , and I cite Holland

as an example , whereevery branchof eperofe agri¬
culture is exploded . cxeept for fuch productions as

cannot be brought from other countries . [I mtro¬

ducer the rough Machiavelim only to fet principles
in a flrong light , and particularly that concerning
the recruiting of armies from the land , which Itale

to be both a true one , and one necellu : y to be

attend . d to , to wit , that thele who mult Ldvor for

the fubfiftence of the fociety , can be of little ufc for

the defence of a flate , in cafe of any emcerginey .
Princes have found out the truth of this . and in

proportion a : induftry has extended itelf , regular
armies have been found necc {lary to be kept up in

times of peace . inorder to be had in times of war .

A militia compofed of people truly induflrious , I

take to be far better in {pzculition than in practice .
How would a militia do in Hollind ? how admirable

was it not formcrly in Scothind , Poland , and

Catalonia ? And how admirably does it { Ll fucceed

i
al
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in the armies of the houfe of Auftria ? IT may how¬

ever be mifiaken ; for a military and an induftrious

{pirit may be found compatible with one anotherin

{ ome particular nations : time perhaps will clear up
this matter . Thus much with regard to a militia ,

Now as to recraitingaregular army
The more they arerecruited fren the land , the

lefs they defert . The army of the Ruflians , for ex¬

ample , now aflembled ( 1758 ) hardly knosws defertion ,
thofe of the houfe of Auftria , taken from certain

provinces where there isalmoft no indufiry | arcin

the [ ame cafe , allo the militia of France which [

confider as regular troops . On the other hand , thofe

armies which are raifed in the countries where in¬

duftry has taken root are chiefly compofed ot loofe

fellows , the cxcrements of populous cities , the fons

of vice and idlenefs , who have neither domicil nor

attachment . Thefe are foldiers truly by trade , and

make a trade of it ; how many thoufands of fuch are

now to be found ? they come to market every
feafon , and the beft bidder has them while he can

hold them . Some princes make a point not to receive

their own deferters back , hut accept of thule who

have committed the fameinfidelity to others ; while

others content themfelves with punifhing thofe who

failin their attempt to defert , but receive them back

when they return of their own accord , after having
accomplifhed their defertion . All is now become

commerce , and { eems to be regulated by the princi¬
pies of it . Ireturnto our agriculture .

Does notthe cxpofition we have now given of thefe

principles tend to cafi a lightvpon the firft queflion
N 3
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difmiffed in this chapter , to wit , the effe € s of an

equal and 2n unequal diftzibution of tae property of

lands ?

When thefe are once well cuiiivaied and impro¬
ved , itis of 110 confequence to whom the property

belongs ; for by the property of fuch lands T only
can mcan the {urplis , as we have abundantly ex¬

plained elfewhere . Let therefore the property of

all the lands of a kingdom , fully improved , belong
to the flate , or to anv number of individuals , how¬

ever few , there 1s no quefiion of improvement ; no

difference as to agriculiure , no difference as to popu¬

lation , according to modern policy . So long as the

whole is well cultivated and made to produce , by a

fet of men I call farmers , the end is fully obtained ;
and according to thie nature of the agriculture ,
which many different circumilances of tafle and

manner of living has introduced , larger or {saaller

portions cf land mufi beallotted to each of them .

If you fuppofe a country not as yet improved , as

many are , then the cafe becomes quite different ,
and fmall pofleflions are necedury , both for mul¬

tiplying the inhabitants and for improving the foil .

In this {uppofitien the moft opercfe agriculture may
be carried on in competition with the moft lacra¬

tive ; becaufe when there is a queftion of improve¬
ment , there is frequently a confiderable outgoing
inftead of any furplus after paying the laber .

Agriculture for improvement can be carried on

by ncne but thofe who have wealth and {uperfluity ,
and is profecuted with a view to future , not to

prefent advantage : of this we fhall treat in another
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place . For I confideritas a quite diflerent operation ,
influenced by different principles , and no ways to

be confounded with the prefent fubjedt of inquiry .
But I have infenfibly been wandering through an

extenfive fubjel , and itis now time to return .

1 have faid above thatariver might as eafily afcend

to its fource , as an induftrious people voluntarily

adopt a more operofe fyfiem of agriculture than that

already cftabliflied , while the fpirit of induftry pre¬

vails on one hand , and while farmers have profit

only in view on the othér . In confequence of this

pofition , 1 have treated the plan propofed for aug¬

menting the inhabitants of the ifland , by the intro¬

duflion of a more operofe agriculture as abfurd , and

fo it certainly is : but let me throwin a circumflance

which afie @s the {pirit of a people , and the plan
becomes plaufible and eafy .

Let a part of the wealthy proprietors of the lands

take 2 talc for agriculture . Let a Tull , a Du Hamel

turn agriculture into an obje @ of luxury , of amufe¬

ment . Let this fcience be turned into a Miffifippi ,
or South Sea fcheme . Let the rich be made to be¬

lieve that trealures are to be found at a { mall expenfe ,
jaid at firfl out upon farming , and you will foon

{ ce the moft operofe {pecies of the fcience go forward ,
and the produce of it come to market and be fold ,

in fpite of all competition . My Lady Duchefs ’ s

knotting may be fold at fo much a pound , as well

1s that performed by a girl who does not {pend fix

ence a day ; but if the one and the other be con¬

fidercd relatively to the cxpenfe of the manufaturer ,

every knot of my Lady ' s will be found to have coft

N 4
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as much asa pound of the other . The Dichelss

ponnd . however , increales the quantity of knoe ;
and fo does mv Lord ' s fam the mvs of fubfifi - nce

for the whale fociery . The nation allo cans by his

oxtravagance having taken a tun , which may pro¬
duce the prormavens good fel of improving a part
of the country , though ar an cupente ininitcly be¬

von the valve of it . 1 mufinow again touch upon
another pari of mv fuhyjede , which 1 think has been
treared 100 fuperiieially .

Ina iormer chapter i have own how indufiry has

the natural effet of collelling into towns and cities

the free hands of ailate , leaving the farmers in their

fares and villages . This difiribution ferved the

purpnfe of explaining certain principles ; but when

exaninedrelatvely to other circumitances which at

that time I had not in my eve , it wili be found by
far too general . Ler me therciore add fome farther

obflervations npon that mater .

The exteniive agriculture of plowing and fowing,
1s the proper employment of the country , and is

the foundation of popuiition in every nation fed

apon its own produce . Cites are commonly fur¬

rounded by kitchen gardons , and rich grafs fields ;
thefe are the proper objeéls of agriculture for thofe

who live in fuburbs , or who are fhutup within the

walls of fmall towns . The gardens produce various

kinds of nonrifiment , which cannot eafily be brought
from a diitanee , in that fref and luxuriant fate

which pieafes the eye , and conduces to health .

They ofter a continual occupation to man , and

very little for cautie , therefore are properly fituated
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1a the proximity of towns and cities . The grafs
fields again are commonly either grazed by cows ,
tor the prodution of milk , butter , cream , &c ,
which fuffer by long carriage ; or kept in pafture
for preferving futted animals in good order until
the markets demand them ; or they are cut in grafs
for the cite of the city . They mav alic be turned
into hay with profit ; becaufe the carriage of a bulky
commodity from a great diflance iz fometimes too

expenfive . Thus we commonly find agriculture
difpofed in the following manner . In the centre
flands the city furrounded by kitchen gardens ;
beyond thefe lies a belt of fine luxuriant pafture or

hay fields ; firetch beyond this and you find the

beginning of what I call operofe farming , plowing
and fowing ; beyond this lie grazing farms for the

fattening of cattle ; and laft of all come the moun¬
tainous and large extents of unimproved or ill im¬

proved grounds , where animals are bred . This
feems the natural diftribution , and fuch I have
found it almolft every where eftablifhed , when par¬
ticular circumftances do not invert the order .

The poornefs of the foil near Paris , for example ,
prefents you with fields of rye corn at the very
gates , and with the moft extenfive Litchen gardens
and orchards , even for cherries and peaches , at a
confiderable diftance from town . Other cities
have found , and I can cite the example of that which
I at prefent inhabit , Padoua , where no Litchen

garden is to be found near it , but every fpot is co¬
vered with the richieft grain ; two thirds with wheat ,
and the remaining third with Indian corn . The
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reafon of this is palpable . The town is of a val

extent , in proportion to the inhabitants ; the gar¬

dens are ail within the walls , and the dung of the

city cnables the foil to produce conflantly . Hay is

brought from a greater diftance, becaufe the expenfe
of diftribating the dung over a diftant field , would

be areater than that of tranfporiing the hay by water¬

carriage . The farm houfes here appear no larger
than huts , as they really are , built by the farmers ,
becaufe the pace to be labored is very fmall , in

proportion to the produce ; hence it is , that a

farmer here pays the value cf the full half of the crop

to the landlord , and out of the remaining half , not

only fows the ground and buys the dung , but fur¬

nifhes the cattie and laboring inflruments , nay even

rebuilds his hounfe , when occafion requires .
When firft I examined thefle fertile plains , I

began to lament the prodigal confumpiion of fuch

valuable lands , in a multitude of very broad high¬
ways , iffuing to all quarters ; many of which 1

thought might be faved , in confideration of the vaft

advantage accruing upon fuch economy : butupon
farther refle @ion I perceived , that the lofs was in¬

confiderable ; for the fertility of the foil proceeding
chiefly from the manure laid upon it , the lofs

fuftained from tl : e roads ought to be computed at

no more than the value of the land when uncul¬

tivated . The cafe wonld be very different , were

roads now to be changed , or new ones carried

through the corn fields ; the lofs then would be

confiderable , though even that would be tempor¬

ery , and only affect particular perfons : for the fume
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dung , whichnow {upports thefe lands in their ferti¬

tity , would quickly fertilize others in their place , and

in afew years matters would fiand as at prefent .
Thefe laft refleltions 1ezd me naturally to examine

a queftion which hasbeen irecated by a very polite
French writer , the author of " Ami de l ' homme ,
and which comesin here naturally enough , before ]

put an end to thisfirft book . Here itis .
~

Does an unneceflary confumpticn of the earth ' s Quest . IV.

productions , either in food , clothing , or other

wants ; anda prodigal employment of fine rich fields ,
el ; in gardens , avenues , great roads , and other ufes
+

IG which give fmail returns , Aur : population , by ren¬
ity

dering food and neceflaries lefsabundant , in a king¬
Cid dom fuch as France , inits prefent fituation ?

My anfweris , That if France were fully cultivated
Ge and peopled , the introduction of fuperfluous con¬

fumption would be an abufe , and would diminifl :

the number of inhabitants ; as the contrary is the

cafe , it proves an advantage . I {hall now give my
veafons for differing in opinion from the gentleman
whofe performance I have cited .

As the queflion is put , you perceive the end tobe

compalled is , to render food and neceilaries abun¬

dant ; becaufe the abufe is confidered in no other

light , than relatively to the particular effet of

diminifhing the proper quantity of fubfiftence ,
which the king would incline to preferve , for the

> nourifhmentand ufes of hispeople . 1 fhall therefore

confine myfelf chiefly to this obje &t , andifI fhow ,
i that thefe fuperfluous employments of the furface of

ms the earth . and prodigal comfumptions of her fruits »
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are really no harm , but an encouragement to the

improvement of the lands of France in ler prefent

Slate i hdl conhider the gucflion ss iniiciently refol¬

ved © hecaufe if the abulfe , as ics culod , proves

fav . rible to asiicuiture , it can never prove hurdul

to populuiion . iowever , from thie inattention of

the government , it may diet forelm trade , but

this is an object entice dy threizn to the queflion . But

before | enter upon the fubjed , itis proper to

obferve , tint I am of opinten , that any { vem of

cconomy which necclluily tends to corrupt the

m nness ofa people , oushit by every poflible means

to be dilcour . g d , although no parnicular periudice
fhould relult from it , either to population ; or to

plentiful fubfiftence .

Now , tathe qu - ion before us , theonly abufel

I can find in thele habits of extraordinary confump¬
tion , appears relative to the charadler of the con¬

fumers , und feems in no way to proceed from the

ell _ cis of the coufumption . The vices of men may

no douhtprove the caule of their making afuperfluous
confumption , but the confumption they make cana

hardly cver be the caufe of this vices . The moft

virtuous man in France may have the moft {plendid
table , the richeft clothes , the moft magnificent
equipages , the greateft nunber of ufelels horfes ,
the moft pompous palace , and moft extenflive gar¬
dens . The moft enormous lux ary to be conceived ,
in ouracceptation of the term , fo long asitis direfted

to no other objeét than the confumption of the laber

and ingenuity of man , is compatible with virtueas

well as with vice . This being premiled , I come

to the point in hand .



€ uar . XX . PCLITIC \ L ECONOMY . 18g

France , at prefent , is in her infancy as to improve¬
ment , although tiie advances fhe has made within

a century excire the admiration ofthe world , 1 fhall

not go {ar in fearch of the proof of this uff - rtirn ,

Great tracts of her lands are flill incaltivated , millions

of her inhabitants are idle . When all comes to be

cultivated , and ali are employed , then fhe will be

in a fate of perfeclion , relatively to the mural

pollibility of being improved . The peopleare free ,
flavery is unknown , and every man is charged with

feeding himfcif , and bringing up his children . The

ports of the country are open to receive fubfifience ,
and that nation , as much as any other , may be

confidered ac an individual in tiie great fociety of

the world ; thatis , may increafe in power , wealth ,
and eafe , relatively to others in proportion to the
induftry of her inhahitants This being the cafe ,
all the principles of political economy , which we

have heen inquiring alter , may freely operate in

this kingdom ,
France has arrived at her prefent pitch of luxury ,

relatively to confumption , by ilow degrees . As the

has grown in wealth , her defire of employing it has

grown alfo . In proportion as her demands hive

increafed , more hands have been employed to

fupply them ; for no article of expenfe can be in¬

creafed , without increafing the work of thofe who

fupplyit . If the fame number of inhabitants in the

city of Paris confume four times as much of any

neceilaryarticleasformerly , Lhopeit will beatiowed ,
that the production of fuch necefliries muf be four

times as abundant , and confequently , that many
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more pcopie muit be employed in providing
them .

What is it that encourages agriculture , but a

creat demand for its productions ? What encourages

multiplicaiicnn , buta great demand for people ; that

is , for their work ? Would any one complain of

the extravagant people in Paris , if , inflead of con¬

fuming thofe vail fuperfluities , they were to fend

them over to Dover , fora return in Englifh gold ?

What is the differeiice between the prodigal con¬

fumption , and thefale ? Tlic one bringsin money ,
the other brings in none : but as to food and ne¬

ceflzries , for providing the poor and frugal , their

contingent , in either cafe , flandsexacily the fame .

But , fays one , were it not { or tits extraordinary
confumption , every thingwouldbe cheaper . This

Ireadilyallow ; but willany body fay , thatreducing
the price of the earth ’ s predudtions isa method to

encourage agriculture , efpecialiy ina country where

grounds are not improved , and where they cannot

be improved ; chicily , becaufe the expenfe furpafles
all the profits which poiiibly can be drawn from the

returns ? High prices therefore , the effell of great

confumption , are cestainly advantageous to the

extenfion of agricuiture . If I throw my rich corn

fields into gravel - walksand gardens , I {uppofe they
will no more come into competition with thofe of my

neighbour , the laborious hufbandman . Who will

then lofe by my extravagance ? Notthe hulbandman .

Ic will perhaps be faid , the nation in general will

lofe ; becaufe you deprive them of their food . This
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might be true , were the laying wafte the corn ficlds

a fudden revolution , and extenfive enough to affe ®

the whoie {ociety ; and were the fea - ports and bar¬
riers of the kingdom fet : butthat netbeing thie cafe ,
the nation , upon the fmalleft deficiency , goes to
market with her money , and lofes none of her
inhabitants .

Ozr . But if living is made dear , manufa @urers
mutft flarve , for want of employment ,

ANsw . Not thofe who fupply home confumption ,
but enly thofe who fupply foreigners living more

cheaply ; and of fuch I know but few . The intereft
of this clafs fall be fully examined in another place .
At prefent I hall only obferve , that the laying wafte

corn fields inan induftrious country , where refine¬
ment has fet on foot a plan of ufeful hufbandry , wiil
have no other effet , than that of rendering grain for
a while proportionally dearer : confequenly , agri¬
culture will be thereby encouraged ; and in a few

years the lofs will herepaired , by a farther extenfion
of improvement . This will make food plentiful
and cheap : then numbers will increafe , until it .
become { carce again . It is by fuch alternate vicii¬
fitudes , that improvement and population are
carried to their height . While the improvement of
lands goes forward , I ' muftconclude , that demand
for fubfiftenceisincreafing ; and if thisbenota proof
of population , I am much miftaken .

I can very eafily fuppofe , that a demand for work

may increafe confiderably , in confequence of an

augmentation of riches only ; becaufe there is no
bounds to the confumption of work ; butas for articles
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of nomifinment the cafes quite diitaent . The moft

deitcte liver in aris wili not put more of the earth ' s

producuons ino his beliv , than another : he may

precand chile , buthe will always find , that what

Le leaves will go to feed another : victuals are not

thrown away inany country I have cver been in . It

is not in the molt expeniive kitchens where there is

found the wofl prodigasi dillipation of the abundant

fruits oi the earth j and itis wiili fuch thata people is
fed , not with ortelans , wallles , and oyfters , font

irom Merenne .

Ou . Reads ofa fuperinous breadih are carried

many unies Girotgh the melt fields , belonging to

the poor and indufirious , without a proper in¬

demnity being given .
Axsw . The with - neldinge the ndomnny is an

abufe ; the lots of the liclds is none wo rue jue ,

except in fuch counwies whore the quantity of ar¬

adle lunds 15 huzil , as in mountaineus provinces ;
tere a proper conideration ihould be had to the

bread , becaufe the lofs cannot be made vp . In

fuch countries as I here deliribe , und § cite the Tirol

for an example , have found all the inhabitants in a

manner employed in that [ pecies of agriculture ,
which is exercifed 5 a method of fubfilling . The

little ground that is arable , : s divided into very
fmall lots ; the people multiply very much , and

leave the country . Lhofe who remain are ulually
employed in cutting wood , for building and bur¬

ning , which they fend down the rivers , and in re¬

turn buy corn , which comes fron the fouth and

from the north , Yhis is the beft plan of induflry
they
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they can follow , without the afliftance of their fove¬

reign . Roads here are executed to great perteflion ,
with abundance of folidity , and with a tender regard
for the little ground there is . I return to France .

Oui . A multitude of fuperfluous horfes are kept
m Paris , which confume what would feed many
more inhabitants .

ANsw . True : but he who feeds the horfes , be¬

caufe fie thinks he has ule for them , would not feed

thofe inhabitants , becaufe /e is fure he has no ufe for
them : and did he , in compiaifance for the public ,
difmifs his cattle , the farmer , who furnilhes the hay
and oats , would lofea cuftomer , and nobody would

gain . Thefe articles are produced , becaufe they
are demanded : when additional inhabitants are

produced , who will demand and can pay , their
demand will be anfiwvered allo , aslong as there is an

unemployed acre in France .

Oss . The increafe of the confumption of wood
for firing is hurtful to population , becaufe it marks

the extenfion of foreils .

Answ . This conlequence I deny ; both from fact
and reafen . From fall , becaufe forefls are not ex =

tended , and that nothing but the hand of nature ,
inan ill - inhabited country , feems capable of formin

them . In France , forefts are duninifhing daily ; and

were it not for thejuri {diflion of the Table de marbre ,
they would have been more diminiilied than they
are . 1 agree , that the confumption of wood is at

prefent infinitely greater than formerly , and likewife ,
that the price of it is greatly rilen every where .
Thefe two circumflances rather feem to mark the

Vor . L 0
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contraltion , than the extenfion of forefts . But the

increafe of confumption and price proceed from

other caufes , as | {hall fhow , in order to point out

fome new principlesrelative to this extenfive fubject .
1. The increafe of confumption proceeds from the

increafe of wealth , 2. The increafe of price pro¬

cecds from the increafe upon the value of labor ,
and not from the {carcity ot foreft - , nor the height of

the demand for firing . Asto the firft , I believe the

falt will not be called in queftion , as itis one of the

fuperfluities of confumption complained of , and

put down to the account of luxury and extrava¬

gance . As to the fecond , the true caufe of the rife

of the price of that commodity demands a little

more attention , and in order to point it out with

fome diftinétnefs , I muft firlt fhow the pclitical
impofiibility of forefls becoming extended over the

arable lands of France in her prefent fituation .

The beft proof I can ofier to fupport my opinion
is , to compare the inconfiderable value of an acre of

flanding foreft in the king ' s adjudications , where

thoufands are fold at a time , with the value of an

acre of tolerable corn lands , and then alk , if the

prefent value of foreiis is fo confiderable , as to engage

any proprieioi to { ow fuch afield for railing wood ,
when head wait , perhaps go years , before it be

fit for cutting Add to this , what whoever plants a

tree in France , comes under the juri {dittion above¬

me : ticned , and is not ot liberty to cutit down , and

dilpofe ofit , without their permilfion . Itisina

great aneafngre for this reafon , that fo few trees are

feen about French villages : and I never heard of

rIL
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one example , of corn lands being { own with the

{feeds of forefl - trees , with a view to Improvement .
Tht forefts , which are well kept , may extend them¬

fclves over grounds not worth the cultivation , I do

not deny ; bat this {urely can do no harm to agri¬
culture ; and itis only in that refpect , I pretend
that fersfls in France are nctat poefent in a way of

gaining ground .
Now as to the rife in the price of wood for burn

ing , I fay , it proceeds not frum the rife of the price
of timber growing in forefts , fo niuch as from the

increafe of the price of labor , and principally of the

price of traniportation . This is not peculiar to

France alone , but is common to ail Europe almoft ,

for the reafons I hall prefently give . Butin the firft

place , as to the matter of faét , that the rife in the

price proceeds from the caufe aligned , may be feen ,

by compuring the low price of an acre of ftanding
foreft , with the great value of the timber when

brought to market : the firfl is the neat value of the

wood ; the laft incindes that of the labor .

Next as to the price of labor ; tie rife here is

univerfal in all indalirious uations , from a very

plain reafon , ealily dedacible from the principles
above Jad down .

Wiiic the land remained loaded with a number

of fuperiluous moutns , while numbers were found

in every province employed in agiiculivre , tor the

{ ake of fubfiit =iice , merely , { uch people were always

ready to employ ther ile hours and days , for a

very { mall coniideration from tele who c . oployed
them . They did not then depend upon this employ¬

0 a
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ment for their fubiiftence ; and a penny in their

pocket purchafed fome fuperfluity for them . But

when modern policy has by degrees drawn numbers

from the country , the few that remain for the fervice

of the public mnft now labor for their fubfifience ;
and he who employs them , muft fecd them , clothe

them , and provide for all their other wants . No

wonder then , if labor be dearer : there is a palpable
reafon for the augmentation .

The price of all neceflaries has rifen , no doubt ,
partly for the fame reafon , and this circumftance

certainly enters into the combination : but work ,
in the country efpccially , has rifen far beyond the

proportion of the price of neceflaries , and will rife

flill more as the lands become better purged of

{fuperfivous mouths .

Notwithftanding what 1 have faid , I readily allow ,
that the great cor : fumption of wood for burning ,
but more particularly for forges , has confiderably
raifed the inirinfic value of foreft lands ; but the

confequence has not been , to extend the forefls , as

we have fhown , but to produce a general revenne

from them all over the kingdom ; whereas formerly ,
in many provinces ; they produced almoft nothing .
When they were cut , cattle were turned in , and

by cating up the tender fhoots from year to year ,

the foreft ran into a wild , neither producing timber ,
nor pafture . This practice was eflablifhed upon the

ruling principle of private intereft . The land was

not worth the expenfe of grubbing up the timber ;
the timber when grown , did not compenfate the

Jofs of a few years pafture . No jurifdiction , how¬
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ever well adminiftered , can check the operation of

that principle , and a ftatefman who would attempt

it , would be called a tyrant : he would diftrefs

the hufbandman , and do no fervice to the flate .

From what has been faid , I muft conclude , that

while the confumption of the earth ' s produce ,
and of the work of man tend to excite induftry ,
in providing for extraordinary demands ; when the

intereft of foreign trade does not enter into the

queftion ; and while there are lands enough remain¬

ing unimproved , to furnifh the firfl mater ; there

can be no political abufe from the mifupplication
or unneceflary deftrution of either fruits or labor .

The mifapplier , or diffipator , is punifhed by the

lofs of his money ; the induftrious man is rewarded

by the acquilition of it . We have faid , that vice

1s not more eflentially connelted with fuperfluity ,
than virtue with induftry and frugality . But fuch

queftions are foreign to my fubjeét . I would

however recommend it to moralifts , to fltudy
circumftances well , before they carry reformation

fo far , as to interrupt an eftablifhed fyflem in the

political economy of their country .

C HA P XX

Recapitulation of the Firfi Book .

I SET out by diftingnifhing government from poli¬
tical economy ; calling the firft the power to com¬

mand , the fecond the , talent to execute . Thus the

03
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governormay refirain , but the fieward muft lead . and,
by diredl motives of {elf - intereft , gently condnét free

and independent mento concurin certain { chemes

ultimately caleuiated for ther own proper benefit ,

The objcllis , to provide food , other nceeflaries

and employment , not only for thef : who adlually

exift , but allo for thofe who ave to be bronghtinto
exiftence . Thisisaccomplifhied , by engaging cvery

one of the focicty to contribute to the icrvice of

others , in proportion only as heis to reap a benefit

from reciprocal fervices . Torender this practicable ,
the {pirit of the people muft be findied , the different

occupations prefcribed to each muft firlt be adapted
to their inclinations , and when once they have taken

a tafle for labor , thefe inclinations mmufit be worked

upon by degrees , fo as to be bent towards fuch

purluits as are moft proper for attaining the end

defired .

He who fits at the head of this operation , is called

the flatefman . I fuppofehim to be conflantly awake ,

attentive to his emplovment , able and nnicorrupted ,
tender in hislove for the fociety he governs , impar¬

tially juft in his indnlaencce for every cits of inha¬

bitants , and difrecordfulofthe mterefl of individu¬

als , when that regard 15 inconfiftent with the ene¬
val welfare .

Did I propofea plan of execution , I confefs this

tuppofition would beabfard ; burasl mean nothing
farther than the invefligation of prmeiples , it is no

more fo , than to fuppolea point , a firaight line , a

circle , oraninfinite , in treating of geometry .
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To prepare the way for treating this fubject , in cuar . IL

that order which therevolutions of the laft centuries

have pointed out as the molt natural , I have made

the diftribution of my plan in the following order ,

Population and agriculture are the foundations of

the whole . Civil and domefticliberty , introduced

into Europe by the diffolution of the feudal form of

government , fet trade and induftry on foot ; thefe

produced wealth and credit ; thefe again debts and

taxes ; and all together eftablifhed a perfeltly new

fyftem of political economy , the principles of which

itis my intention to deduce and examine .

Population and agriculture , asl have faid , muft

be the bafis of the whole , inall ages of the world ;

and as they are fo blended together in their connece

tions and relations , asto make the feparation of them

quiteincompatible with perfpicuity and order , they
have naturally been made the fubjelt of the firft

book .

I have fhown , that the firft principle of multipli¬
cation is generaticn ; the fecond is focd : the one

gives cxiftence and life ; the other preferves them .

The earth ’ s {pontaneous fruits being of a deter

mined quantity , never can feed above a determined

number . Labor is a method of augmenting the pro¬
duftions of nature , and in proportion to the aug¬

mentation , numbers may increale . From diefe

politions , I conclude .

That the numbers of mankind muit cver have been

in propertien tothe preduce of the earth ; and thispro¬
duce muil conftanty bein the compound ratio of the

fertility of the foil , and labor ot tw inhabitants , Cone

0 4
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fequently , there can be no determined univerfal

proportion over the world , between the number of
thofe neceflury for laboring the foil , and of thofe
who may be maintained by 1ts produce . Here I
am led to examine the motives which may induce
one part of a free people to labor , in order to feed
the other .

This I fhow to proceed from the different wants to
which mankind are liable .

Here lintroduce a ftatefman , as being neceflary
to model the fpirit of a fociety . He contrives and

encourages reciprocal objedls of want , which have
each their allurement . This engages every one in
a different occupation , and muft hurt the former

fimplicity of manners . 1 fhow how eflential it is ,
to keep a juft balance throughout every part of in¬

duftry , that no difcouragement may be caft upon
any branch of it , either from fuperfiuity , or want ;
and 1 have pointed out , how the dividing of food
between parentsand children , is the means of brin¬

ging on fcarcity , which inconveniency can only be
removed by an augmentation of labor .

If a fociety does not concur in this plan of reci¬

procal induflry , their numbers will ceafe to in¬
creafe ; becaufe the induftrious will not iced the
idle . This I call a fate of a moral mnpoflibility of
increafe in numbers , and I diftinguifh it frcm the
phyfical impoflibility , which can take place only
when nature itfelf , not man , refules to produce
fubfifience . From this I apply to each particular
fociety what I had hefore found applicable to man¬
kind in general ; to wit .
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That the inhabitants of every country muft be in

the compound proportion of the quantity of food

produced in it , and of the induflry of the lower

clafles . If the food produced furpafs the proportion
of induflry , the balance of food will be exported ;
if the indufiry furpafles the proportion of food , its

deficiency muft be fupplied by imports .
Reciprocal wants excite to labor ; confequently ,

thofe whofe labor is not direfted towards the cultiva¬

tion of the foil , muftlive upon a furplus produced
by thofe who do . This divides the fociety into two

claflTes . The one I call farmers , the other free

hands .

As the creating thele reciprocal wants was what

{et the fociety to work , and diftributed them natur¬

ally into the two claffes we have mentioned ; fo the

augmentation of wants will require an augmentation
of free hands , and their demand for food will in¬

creafe agriculture .
Here 1 define luxury to mean no more than the

confumption of ( uperfluity , or the fupplying of wants
not cflentially neceflary to life ; and , I fay , that a

tafte for fuperfluity will introduce the ufe of money ,
which I reprefent as the general object of want ,

thatis of defire , among mankind ; and I fhow how

an eagernefls to acquire it becomes an univerfal

paffion , a means of increafing indufiry among the

free hands ; confequently , of augmenting their

numbers ; confequently , of promoting agriculture
for their fubfiftence .

The whole operation T have been defcribing pro¬

ceeds upon one fuppofition , to wit , that the people

Cuar . VL
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have a tafte for labor , and the rich for fuperfluity .
If thefe be covetous and admirers of fimplicity : or

thofe be lazy and void of ambition , the principles
laid down will have no effet : and fo in fa & we find ,
that 1t is not in the fineft countries in the world

where moftinhabitants are found , but in the moft

induftrious .

Let it therefore never be faid , there are too

many manufaturers in a free country . It is the

fame thing as if it was faid , there are too few idle

perfons , too few beggars , and too many hufbandmen ,

Here 1 break oft my fubject , to anfwer an objec¬
tion arifing from thele principles .

OsJ . How could the fimplicity of theancients be

compatible with a great multiplication ?
ANsw . In ancient times men were forced to labor

the ground becaufe they were flaves to others , In

modern times the operation is more complex , and

as a flatefman cannot make flaves of his fubjedts ,
he muft engage them to become flaves to their own

paffions and defires ; this is the only method to make

them labor the ground , and provided this be accom¬

plifhed , by whatever means it 1s brought about ,
mankind will increafe .

This queflion being difmifled , I point out a

method of eflimating the proportion of numbers

between the farmers and free hands cf a country ,

only as an iluflration of the principle already laid

down , to wit , that it 1s the lurplus of the farmers

which goes for the { ubfiftence of the others .

This furplus 1 fhow to be the fume thing as the

value of the land rents ; and hence I conclude ,
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1ft , That the rifing of the rents of lands proves

the augmentation of induflry , and the multiplica¬
tion of free hands ; butas rents may rife , and yet

the number of inhabitants continue the fame as

before , I infer

adly, That the revolution muft then mark the

purging of the lands of {uperflucus mouths, and

forcing thefe to quit their mother earth , in order

to retire to towns and villages , where they may

ufefully fweil the number of the free hands and

apply to indufiry .
3dly , That the more a country is in tillage , the

more it is inhabited , and the fewer free hands are

to be found : that the more it is laid into pafture ,
the lols it is inhabited , and the greater is the pro¬

portion of free hands .

Next I confider the principles which determine

the place of refidence .

The farmers muft live upon , or near the {pot

they labor ; that is , either upon their farms or in

their villages .
The { ree hands I divide into two conditions .

The firft compofed of the proprietors of the furplus
of food , thatis the landlords ; together with thofe

who can purchafe it with a revenue already ac¬

quired , thas is , the monied intereft . The fecond

condition is compofed of thofe who muft pur¬
chafe fome of this furplus with their daily labor .

Thafe of the firlt condition may live where they
pleale ; thofe of the fecond muft live where they can .

When thofe of the firft chufe to live together ,
a confiderable number of thofe of the fecond muft

Char . IX .
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follow them , in order to fupply their confumption ,
This forms towns and cities .

When a ftatefman places the whole adminiftration
of public affairs in the fame city , this { wells a

capital .
When manufalturers get together in bodies , they

depend not directly upon confumers , but upon
merchants . The fitnation of their refidence depends
upon circumflances relative to their occupation ,
provifion and tranfportation of their work . From

this hamlets { well into villages , and villages into

towns . Sea ports owe their eftabhfhment to the

increafe of foreign trade .

As the collefling fuch numbers of inhabitants

together is a late revolution in the political economy
of Europe , I endeavour to give a fhort hiftorical

reprefeutation of it , and examine the confequences
which refult from it , both to the flate from the

growth of cities , and to the land proprietors from

the defertion , as I may call it , of fo many vafluls

and dependents , One principal effe @l I ohferve to

be , the additional occupation it has given to flatef¬

men ; that is to fay , political economy is thereby
become more complex .

Formerly the inhabitants were difperfed , and by
fucking , as it were , their mother earth , were more

eafily fubfifted : now induftry has gathered them

together , and induftry muft fupport them . The

failing of indufiry , is like the cutting off the fub¬

fiftence of an army . Thisitisthe care of a general
to prevent , that the care of a ftitefman .

The fupporting induftry means no more than
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nL,
po employing thofe who muft live by it ; and keeping

their numbers in proportion to their work , The

firft point , therefore , is to find work for the prefent
inhabirants ; the fecondis , to make them multiply ,
if the demand for their labor increafes .

Increafing numbers will never remove , but

rater augment { uch inconveniencies , as proceed
irom the abufes of thofe already exifting .

In order to employ a people rightly , itis proper
to know the exact flate of numbers neceflary for

fupplying the demand for every occupation ; to

diftribute thofe who mutt live by their induftry into

proper claffes ; and to make every clafs ( as far as

ant: poflible ) at leaft , fupport their own numbers by
om propagation .
re Where the value of any fpecies of induftry is Cuax , XIE

nes not fufhcient for that purpofe , a proper remedy
muft be applied . When any are found incapable ,
{ rom age or infirmities , to gain their livelihood ,

they muft be maintained . Infants expofed by their

0 parents muft be taken care of , and thrown back

oe iuto the lowelt clafles of the people ; the mofl

cy numerous always , and the molt difficult to be fup¬
ported by their own propagation . Marriage , with¬

iy
cut alliftance , will not fucceed in a clafs who gain

” no more by their induftry than a perfonal phyfical
necellary . Here our economy differs widely { rom

that of the ancients . Among them marriage was en¬

couraged in many ways ; butit was only for the free .

Thefe did not amount to one half of the people .
The flaves who reprefented our lower clafles were

0
recruited from other countries , as they are at pres
fent in America .
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If , theicfore , according to mocern economy , the

lowed fpecics of labor mult be kept chicap , in order

to make manufadinres { lourifh , the fate mui beat

the expenfe of the children ; for as matters fiand ,

either the tnmariied gain as mich as the nurried

houil do , and Focome extravag nt ; oi the married

grin nn nore Lan the unmarried con do , wd be¬

cone miferable . An unequal competition ielween

peopic of the fame clafy , always neplics one of thefe

meonveniencies ; and from thefe principaily pro¬

ceeds the decay and milery of fuch numbers in all

modern fates , as well as the conflant cowplaimts of

the augmentation of the price of labor .

ivery individual is equally infpired with a defire

to propagate . A people can no more rena with¬

out propagating , than a uec without growing :

but no more can live than can be fed ; and as all

augmentations of food mul come at 1. 1} to a ftop ,

fo [ oon as this happens , a people increzie no more ;

that is to fay , the proportion of thei Wiio dic annu¬

ally increafes . This infenfibly deters from propa¬

gation , becaufe we are rational creatures . But itil

there are fome who , though rational , are net pro¬

vident ; thefe marry and produce . This 1 call

vicious propagation . Hencel diflingnifh propagation

into two branches , to wit , muitiplicaticn , which

goes O11 among thefe who can feed what they breed ,

and mere procreation , which takes place ameng

thofe who cannot maintain their olispring .

This laft produces a political difeafe, , which mor¬

tality cures at the expenfe of much mifery ; as foreft

trees which are not pruned , dreis themfelves and
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become vigorous at the expenfe of numbers which

die all round . How to propofe a remedy for this

inconveniency , without laying fome reflraint upon

marriage ; how to lay a reflraint upon marriage
without fhocking the fpirit of the times , 1 own I

cumot find out ; fo Tleave every one to conjeCiure .
Although a complete remedy cannot be obtained

againft the effefls of abnfive procreation ; yet with

the help of accurate lifts of births and deaths for

every clafs of people , many expedients may be fallen

upon to preferve the few who efcape the dangers of

their infancy , from falling back into the unhappy
clafs which preduced them . From thefe lifls the

degree of mortality and nature of difeales , as well

as the difference between the propagation of the

ealy and of the miferable , will plainly appear ; and

if it be the duty of a flatefman to keep all his

people buly , he certainly fhould acquire the moft

exalt knowledge poflible of the numbers and pro¬

pagation of thefe of every denomination , that he

may prevent any clafs from rifingubove or finking
below the ftandard , which 1s belt proportioned to

the demand for their refpective indufiry .

Car XIII

Population and agriculture have fo clofe a con - Crap XIV .

nexion with one another , that I find even the

abufes to which they are feverally liable , perfeiily
fimilar . 1 have obferved how naturally it muft

happen , that when too many ofa fociety propagate ,
a part muft flarve : when too many cultivate , a

part mult flarve ulfo . Here is the reafon :

‘ ilie more of a people cultivate a country , the

fmaller portion of it mult fall to every man ’ s fhare ;
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and when thefe portions are reduced {o low as to

produce no more than what is neceflary tofeed the

laborers , then agriculture is focked to the numefl ,

From this I divide agriculture into two branches ;

the one ufefnl , the other abufive . The fuft isa

trade , that is , a method of producing not only
fulhileace for the laborers , but alfo a furplus to

e provided for the free hands of the flate , for their

fubfiflence , and for un equivalent cither in work

ilelf , or for the produce of it . The fecond is no

wade , becaufeitimpliesna alienation , butis purely
awcihod of fublifiing . If ; therefore , inany country

where cariculture isexercifed as a trade , and where

hicre are many free hands , the farmers fhould be

allowed to multiply up to the proportion of the

whole produce ; would not all the free hands be

forced to ftarve © What would be the advantage of

having fo many farmers ; for there is one evident

1ofs ? very one would be entirely taken up m feed¬

ing hinnielf , wants would difappear ; life indeed

would be fimplified to the laft degree , but the bond

of fociety , mutual dependence , would be diffolved :
therefore 1 call this {pecies abufive , in proportion

as thele effe @s are produced . Tcite feveral examples

of this abufive agriculture in diffcrent countries ,

where I take occafion to oblerve , that the chriftian

virtue , charity , in proportion to its extent , is as con¬

ducive to multiplication as either flavery , or induf¬

try : whatever gives food muft give numbers . 1 do

not fay that charity is conducive to induftry .

case , XV . I next apply thefe general principles to a parti¬

cular reprefentation given of the fate of population
in
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in the Britith ifles ; from which 1 conclude , that

population there is not obftructed , either by loffes

{ fuftamred from war and commerce , or from the

exportation of their fubfiflence , butfrom the political
fitcuniion of that conte , , which throws itat prefent
rea moralincapaeity of aug sin numbers .

The cfinhiiihioent of ( rads ana dindufry vaturally

reclineco Tals milpplication ¢f sgricnlre , by pur¬
i the land of tarfluens mouths , und thereby

reduces it , as it orght to be , toa trade calculated

to furoiin : 3 , which comes to be { old for the

labor elaitthe indalivious . Itisthizalone which can

s2neral dependence among free

uae whe na Dive by theiv indaftry © by making
one part laborious £

ur aclelmen and mauandélurers , Tris Ly the vibration
of the balances between thefe two clafies , that mul¬

tplicacion:and agriculture are carried to their height .
Whe aindnflr

Hh
ioes ow too fat , free hands multiply
rd , that is , their fcale finks ; this

raifes the price of fed , and ¢ives an additional en¬

couragement ton svicui are : vhen thisazain becomes

ict the bond ol

frrmers , and the other ingenious

fe)
above the ftanda

the moreweishty , iood becomes plentiful and cheap ,
chien numbers augment a - new , Thefe roilellions

fead me to confider tue efiells of plentiful and fearce

years in modern times , when tumines are alnolt

vhings unknown ; and | eonclude ,
That were plenufel years more common , man¬

kind would be more numerous ; that were { carce

years more frequent , numbers would diminifh ,
Then applying this oblervation to the flare of expor¬
tations of grain from England , 1am tempted winter ,

VoL . IL. Pp
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that vi amadom , tiemolliernle nevhupsin Europe ,
Eooorever been fond to prodece , 1 one year ,

er arco uonthe fuibaofifience for ellis inhabianes ;

mer over lels than ten months feanty provifien in the

years of the oo aval) feviline ,
When woouniryis telly peoried ni ” condinnes to

he cst nus , food will core fruit abroad . When

aleal isto be had, the rich will eat it , thoi sh atthe

diftance ofamile ; and the poor may flarve , though
atthe nexc door . itis tie comand ol therich , who

stip ly as roach as they incline , which encourages

zoriculture even hi foreign nations ; thereferel con¬

[ of 4

clude , thee this multuplication is the caule , and that

the progrfs of agriculture is but the eliet of it .

A country once lully ftocked may dimunfh mn

numbers , and { Ul remain tocked . This mult pro¬

ceed from a chime nthe maitner of living ; as when

an tidolent people anit the ceaiitmpuon of the more

abundant productions of the earth , to feek after

dulicacics . On the other hand , theinduftrious bring
an additional fupply fromabroad , and by furnifhing

firangers with the produce of their labor , they fill

go on and increafe in numbers . This is the cafe of

Holland : and this feheme will go on , unul abufes at

homeraifc the price ofiabor ; and experienceabroad ,
that univerfal fchool - miflrcls , teaches foreigners
to profit of their own advantages .

When food ceales to be augmented , numbers

cometoaftind ; buttrade may fill goonundinereafe
wealth : this will hire armies of foreigners ; fo the

traders may read of theirown battles , victories , and

trophies , and by {pending their money , never fmell

gunpowder .
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= cannot angmeont th

machines no many wancfadtuves ;
sthe want , without adiling to

riod . Yovagnaers , Aa
;

i ~ which lowers prices , and chooks

thet von ing daly , will copy the ventions ;
ashi more than {cholars , who go awkwardly

Tove , Lin mpc ovenent witl throw many ot their

conden rik the machines will be cried down ,
and the odes will Louch me their fleeves , wel

{
Trower on cadinz is anare eddy than wo pot work

inte the bonds of ai mdudictous man meedsiale . Wit

a wey slethim whopoflalies
Then ay i : fudoews , and when cne

posure : fails him , he will contrive anode .

Tlhoowvic I here mention is not that acquired in the

clafit ; forthere one may learn , that an equ fdifine

bution of lands was fo favorable to mu liplics ton in

anciont umes , thatic malt be owingio a contrary
coelice , that ournumbers now are fu much Linaller .

But he wha waiksabroad , and ( ees millions who have

nut one moment ' s time to puta fpade in the ground ,
fu bully are ticy employed in that branch of in¬

cullry which 1s putinto their hands , muft readily
Cuil ne, tiwatcircumfuances are cha heed, and that

th Lower
Lreople are tecellur 7 for feeding the whole

Fey { + reriiainfree 10 be employe
AY , S € fnere mu eran free to be empiove

in providingy every oother thir that can muse life

ovecslle , hoch ro tnemfelves and to flrangers ; who
no13 retain Geliver into the hands of thelr indufiricvs

. ¢ eulious of fupeniority and deminion ,
Lect employed be who wetls to

Px

ir rursbers , they Caz XIX ,
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feed himfeif , or he who works to be { ed clothed ,
and fupplied , diipoling only of his {fuperiluities to }
thofe whom , confeqnenty , he fhortly muft com¬

mand . This isobtained by the introduction of the

ufeful fpecies of azticuliure , and by the explofion ofhh
the abnfive . And when firangers ure fo kind as to

allow their neighbours the privilege of clothing and

adorning them . good nature , 1otto fay felf - intereft ,
demands , in return , thatthe fivlt be indulged ina

permiflion to excreiic thofe branches of toil and labor

which are the leaft prefitable, , though the moft ne¬

cellary for the fubfiltence of the latter .

When the eye of humanity confiders the toil of the

farmer , and the indifierence of his rich countryman
in { guandering , the abufe appears offeniive . The v
rich manis advifed to confider of the pain incurred

by the poor hutbandman , in confequence of his dif¬

fipation . Upon this the rich , touched with com¬

pation , fimplifies hiswayv of Life . The hufbandman

in afery {alls apon the reformer , and , in his rough
way , aives ins to underftand , that he by nomeans

looks upon hin as his friend : for , fays he , do yo
take me for che ricloiman ’ s lave : or do you imagine
that I toil as I do , cither by his command , or for

any conbideration for him ? Notin the leaft , itis

purely {et his money ; aud from the time you per¬
fuaded him tu breome an economift , here am I ,
and my poor family , ftarving . Wearenotthe only
people in thisfitumion ; there is my neighbour who

hasall his hay and oatsupon hard , fince , by your

tigation , likewife , he difnifled his ufelels horfes .

Do you think Le willgivelis oats in cliarity to feed the
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poor ? Heis poor enough himfelf , and all thofe who

have been working to get this provifion together are

in no better humor than I am . Hold your tongue ,
fays the reformer , you are a parcel of extravagant
fellows , you laborers . A hundred years ago , one

could have got as many of you as one pleafed , for

the half of what you coft usar prefent . Give us back

our lands , fays the other , at therate we had them ;
and let us all be well fed before we give you a far¬

thing , and you fhall have usas cheap as ever . But

do you think thatafier you have chafed one haif of

us into towns , and raifed your rents with the price
of their food , that we can work twice as hard , and

ferve you as formerly 7? No , Sir ! you ought to

have more { enfe than to expel it .

This is a fketch of the fitfi book ; I thoughta fhort

abridgment of itmight be of { ervice for recolleling
ideas , and ranging them in order before I proceed .

xp or THE FirST Boor ,

on.
v3
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