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§ ITHE peace of Aix-la- Chapelle, however
unftable or inglorious it might appear to thofe few

who underftood the interefts, and felt for the
honor of their country, was neverthelefs not un-
welcome to the nation in general. The Britifh
miniftry will always find it more difficult to fatis-
fy the people at the end of a fuccefsful campaign,
than at the conclufion of an unfortunate war.
The Englifh are impatient of mifcarriage and dif:
appointment , and too apt to be intoxicated with
vittory. At this period they were tired of the
burdens, and fick of the difgraces, to which they
had been expofed in the coutle of feven tedious
campaigns: They had fuffered confiderable lofles
and interruption in the article of commerce, which
was the fource of their national opulence and
power: they knew it would neceffarily be clogged
with additional duties, for the maintenancé of a
continental war, and the fupport of foreign fubs:
fidiaries ; and they drew very faint prsfageq of
future fuccelt either from the condu® of their allies;
or the capacity of their commanders. To a people

influenced by thefe confiderations, the reftoration
of a free trade; the refpité from that anxiety and
fulpenfe which the profecution of a war neves
fails to engender, and the profpe& of a fpeedv deli=
verance Irmn difcoyraging refiraint and opprefiive
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B 0 0 X impofitions, were advantages that {fweetened the

111.
1748,

bitter draught of a difhonorable treaty, and induced
the majority of the nation to acquiefce in the
peace, not barely without murmuring , but even
with fome degree of fatisfaction and applaufe.

§ 11. Immediately afterthe exchange ofratifications
at Aix-la-Chapelle the armies were broke up: the
allies in the Netherlands withdrew their {feveral pro-
portions of troops; the French began to evacuate
Flanders; and the Englifh forces were re-embarked
for their own country. His Britannic Majefty retur-
ned from his German dominions in November, hav-
ing landed near Margate, in Kent, after a dangerous
pallage; and on the twenty-ninth of the fame month
he opened the feffion of parliament. By this time the
mifunderftanding between the two firft perfonages
of the royal family had been increafed by a frefh
acceffion of matter. The Prince of Wales had held
a court of ftannary, in quality of Duke of Corn-
wall; and revived fome claims attached to that dig.
nity, which, had they been admitted, would have
greatly augmented his influence among the Cornifh
boroughs. Thefe efforts roufed the jealoufy of the
adminiftration, which had always confidered them
as an intereflt wholly dependent on the crown ; and
therefore, the pretenfious of his royal highnels were
oppofed by the whole weight of the miniﬂrv. His
adherents: refenting thefe hoftilities as an En’im'y to
their royal malter, immediately joined the remnant
of the former oppofition in parliament, and refolved
to counteract all the minifterial meafures thatr (hould
fall under their cognizance; at leaft, they determined

-
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to feize every opportunity of thwaring the fervants
of the crown, in every fcheme or propofal that had
not an evident tendency to the advantage of the na-
tion. This band of auxiliaries was headed by the
Earl of E—¢t, Dr. Lee, and Mr. N—¢t. The fiilk
poffeffed a fpecies of eloquence rather plaufible than
powerful: he {poke with fluency and fire : his fpirit
was bold and enterprifing, his apprehenfion quick,
and his repartee fevere Dr. Lee wasaman of ex-
tenfive erudition and irreproachable morals, par-
ticularly verfed in the civillaw, which he profefled,
and perfectly well acquainted with the conftitution
of his country, IVir. N —t was an orator of mid-
dling abilities, who harangued upon all fubjecs
indifcriminately, and fupplied with confidence what
he wanted in capacity : he had been at fome pains
to ftudy the bufinels of the Houfe, as well as to
underftand the machine of government; and was to-
lerably well heard, as he generally fpoke with an
appearance of good-humor, and hazarded every
whimfical idea, as it rofe in his imagination. But
Lord Belingbroke is faid to have been the chief {pring
which, in fecret, aGtuated the deliberations of the
Prince’s court. That nobleman, feemingly fequef.
tered from the tumults of a public life, refided at
Batterfea, where he was vifited like a {ainted fhrine
by all the diftinguifhed votaries of wit, eloquence,
and political ambition. There he was cultivated and
admired for the elegance of his manners, and the
charms of his converfation. The Prince’s curiofity
was firlt captivated by his character, and his ef-
teem was afterwards fecured by the irrefiftible addrefs
B3
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70 0 X of that extraordinary perfonage, who continued in a

F1}.
1748.

vegular progreffion to infinvate himlelf {till farther
and farther into the good graces of his royal patron.
How far the conduct of his royal highnefs was 1n-
fluenced by the private.advice of this nobleman we
fhall not pretend to determine : but, certain itis, the
friends of the minifiry propagated a report, that he
was the dicator of thofe meafures which the Prince
adopted ; and that, under the fpecious pretext of
attachment to the heir apparent of the crown, he con-
cealed his real aim, which was to perpetuate the
breach in the royal family. Whatever his fentiments
and motives might have been, this was no other than
a revival of the old minifterial clamor, that 2 man
cannot be well affe@ed to the King, if he pretends
¢o cenfure any meafure of the adminiftration.

§ Ill. The weight which the oppofition derived
from thefe new confederates in the Houfe of Com-
mons was ftill greatly overbalanced by the power,
fluence, and ability that fultained every minifterial
project. Mr. Peltham , who chiefly managed the
belm of affawrs, was generally efteemed asa man of
honefty and candor, actuated by a fincere love for
his country, though he had been educated in erron-
eous principles of government, and in fome meafure
obliged to profecute a fatal fyftem, which defcended
to him by inheritance. At this time he numbered
Ms. Pitt among his fellow-minifters, and was
moreover fupported by many other individuals of
difinguifhed abilitics; among whom the firft place,
in Pﬂ‘iﬂt ofrﬁcnlqs, was due to Vir. M. who exe-
cuted the office of folicitor-general. This gentleman,

e
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the fon of a noble family in North-Britain, had cuHA P
raifed himfelf to great eminence at the bar, by a L
molt keen intuitive fpirit of apprehenfion, that fee- 1748
med to feize every object at firft glance, an innate
fagacity, that faved the trouble of intenfe appli-
cation, and an irrefiftible fiream of eloquence, that
flowed pure and claflical, ftrong and copious, re-
fle@ing, in the molt cox‘fmcuom point of view, the
fubje&s over which it rnlled, and fweeping before
it all the flime of formal hefitation, and all the
entangling weeds of chicanery. Yet, the fervants
of the crown were not fo implicitly attached to the
firt minifter as to acquiefce in all his plans, and
dedicate their time and talents to the fupport of
every court-meafure indifcriminately. T hiswas one
material pointin which Mr. Pelham deviated from
the maxims of bis predeceffor, who admitted of no
contradiction from any of his adherents or fellow-
fervants, but infited on facrificin g their whole per-
ception :md faculties to his conduct and d:fpr,.cl.
That fordid deference to a minifter no longer charac-
terized. the fubordinate infiruments of the admi-
1‘iﬁr1tiou It was not unufal to fee the great officers
the government divided in a "uhﬂluu-uﬂ}'y de-
Date, and to hear the fecretary a war oppofing
with great vehemence a claufe fugge {1 d by the chan-
cellor of the Exchequer. After all, if we coolly
confider thofe ar guments which have been bandied
about, and rctcuth with fuch eagernefs and acri-
mony in the Houfe of Com'ﬂonc, and diveft them
of thofe paffionate tropes and declamatory metaphors
which the fpirit of oppofition alene had produccd
B 4
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B 0 0 X we fhall find very little left for the fubje® of difpute,

IIL.
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and fometimes be puzzled to difcover any material
fource of difagreement.

§ IV. In the month of November his Majefty
opened the feflion of parliament with a fpeech, ac-
quainting them, That the definitive treaty of peace
was at length figned by ail the parties concernéd:
That he had made the moft effeGual provifion
for fecuring the rights and interefts of his own fub-
jeé@s; and procured for his allies the beft conditions,
which , in the prefent fituation of affairs, could be
obtained. He faid he had found a general good dif-
pofition in all parties to bring the negociation to
a happy conclufion; and obferved, that we might
promife ourfclves along enjoyment of the bleflings
of peace. Finally, after having remarked that times
of tranquillity were the proper feafons for leffening
the national debt, and firengthening the kingdom
againft future events, he recommended to the Com-
mons the improvement of the public revenue, the
maintepance of a confiderable naval force, the ad-
vancemcnt of commerce, and the cultivation of the
arts of peace. This fpeech, as ufual, was echoed
back by an addrefs to the throne from both Houfes,
containing general expreffions of the warmeft loy-
alty and gracitude to his Majelty , and implying
the moft perfect fatisfaction and acquielcence in
the articles of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.

§ V. The members in the oppofition, according
to cuftom, cavilled at the nature of this addrefs.
They obferved, that the late pacification was the
worft and moft inglorious of all the bad treaties
to which the Englilh nation had ever fubfcribed:
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that it was equally difgracefnl, indefinite, and
abfurd: they faid the Britith navy had gained fuch
an afcendancy over the French at fea, that the
fources of their wealth were already choaked up;
that the fiege of Maeltricht would have employed
their arms in the Low - Countries till the arrival
of the Ruffians, and that the acceffion of thefe
auxiliaries would have thrown the fuperiority into
the fcale of the allies. They did not fail to take
notice, thatthe molt important and original obje&
of the war was left wholly undecided ; and de-
monftrated the abfurdity of their promifing, in the
addrefs, to make good fuch engagements as his
Majefty had éntered into with his allies, before
they knew what thofe engagements were. In
anfwer to thefe obje&tions, the minifiers replied,
That the peace was in itfelf rather better than
could be expected; and thatthe fmalleft delay might
have proved fatal to the liberties of Europe. They
affirmed, that the Dutch were upon the point of
concluding a peutrality, in confequence of which
their troops would have been withdrawn from the
allied army; and, in that cafe, even the addition
of the Ruflian auxiliaries would not have rende-

red ita match for the enemy. They afferted, that

if the war bad been prolonged another year, the
national credit of Great-Britain muft have been
entirely ruined, many of the public funds having
funk below par in the preceding feafon, fo that
the miniftry had begun to defpair of feeing the money
paid inon the new fubfcription. With refpect to the
reftoration of Cape Breton, the limits of Nova Scotia,

CHAP,

| B8
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and the right of navigating without fearch in the
American feas, which right had been left uneftabli-
fhed in the treaty, they declared, that the firft was
an unneceflary expenfe, of no confequence to Great-
Britain; and that the other two were points in dif-
pute, to be amicably fettled in private conferences
by commiffaries duly authorized ; but by no means
articles to be eftablithed by a general treaty.

§ VI. What the oppofition wanted in ftrength it
endeavoured to make up with fpirit and perfeve-
rance. Fvery minifterial motion and meafure was
canvafled fifted, and decried with uncommon art
and vivacity: but all this little availed againft the
fingle article of fuperior numbers; and accor-
diogly this was the fource of certain triumph in
all debates in which the fervants of the crown were
united. The nation bad reafon to expect an im-
mediate mitigation in the article of annual expenfe,
confidering the number of troops and fhips of war
which had been reduced at the ratification of the
treaty : but they were difagreeably undeceived in
finding themfelves again loaded with very extra-
ordinary impofitions, for the paymentofa vaft debt
which government had contradted in the courfe of
the war, notwithftanding the incredible aids granted
by partiament. The committee of fupply eftablifhed
four poiats of confideration in their deliberations
concerning the fums neceffary to be railed ; namely
for fulfilling the engagements which the parliament
had entered into with his Majefty, and the fervices
undertaken for the fuccels of the war ; for difcharging
debts contradted by government; for making good
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deficiencies ; and for defraying the current expenfe cHa®.
of the year. It appeared that the nation owed 1.
four.and-forty thoufand pounds to the Ele@or of 1748
Bavaria ; above thirty thoufand to the Duke of
Brunfwic; the like fum to the Landgrave of Heffe-
Caflel; and near nine thoufand pounds to the
Elector of Mentz. The Queen of Hungary claimed

an arrear of one hundred thoufand pounds. The
city of Glafgow , in North.Britain, prefented a
petition, praying to be re.-imburled the fum often
thoufand pounds, extorted from that corporation
by the fon of the Pretender, during the rebellion. One
hundred and twelve thoufand pounds were owing

to the forces in North-America and Eaft-Indies;
befides near half a miilion due on extraordinary
expenfe incurred by the land - forces in America,
¥landers, and North-Britain, by the office of Ord- ~
nance, and otherfervices of the laft year, to which
the parhamentary provifion did not extend. The
remaining debt of the Ordnance amounted to above
two hundred and thirty thoufand pounds: butthe
navy-bills could notbe difcharged for lefs than four
millions. An addition of two millions three hun-
dred and feventy four-thoufand three hundred
thirty - three pounds fifteen fhillings and two
pence was alfo required forthe current fervice of
the year. In a word, the whole anuual fupply
exceeded eight millions fterling—a fum at which
the whole nation expreffed equal altonifhment and
difguft. It was charged upon the duties on malt,
mnm, cider, and perry, the land-tax at four
fhillings in the pound, annuities on the finking-
fund, an application of one million from that
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depofit, and a loan of the like fum to be charged
on the firlt aids of next feflion. The number of
feamen was reduced to feventeen thoufand, and
that of the land-forces to eighteen thoufand eight
hundred and fifty-feven , including guards and
garrifons. : :

§ VIL Every article of expenfe, however, was
warmly difputed by the anti-courtiers ; efpecially the
demand of the Queen of Hungary , which was dee-
med unreafonably exorbitant and rapacious, con-
fidering the feas of blood which we had fhed, and
the immenfity of treafure we bad exhaufted for her
benefit: and furely the [ubje@s of this nation had
fome reafon to complain of an indulgence of this
nature, granted toa power which they had literally
fnacched from the brink of ruin—a power whofe
quarrel they had efpoufed with a degree of enthufialm
that did much more honor to their gallantry than
to their difcretion—a power that kept aloof, with
a ftatelinefs of pride peculiar to herfelf and family,
and beheld her Britifh auxiliaries fighting her battles
at their own expenfe; while he {quandered away,
in the idle pageantry of barbarous magnificence,
thofe ample fubfidies which they advanced in order
to maintain her armies, and furnith out her pro-
portion ofthe war. The leaders of the oppolition
neglected no opportunity of embittering the triumphs
of theiradverfaries : they inveighed againft the ex-
travagance of granting ixteen thoufand pounds for
the pay of general and ftaff officers during a peace
that required no fuch eftablifhment, efpecially ata
Jun&urc when the national inCumberanceg rendered
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itabfolutely neceffary to pradice every expedient
of economy. They even combated the requeft of
the city of Glafgow to be indemnified for the extra-
ordinary exa@ion it underwent from the rebels,
though it appeared from unqueltionable evidence,
that this extraordinary contribution was exacted on
account of that city’s peculiar attachment to the reig-
ning family : thatit had always invariably adhered to
Revolution-principies; and , with an unequalled
{pirit of loyalty and zeal for the Proteftant fucceflion,
diftinguifhed itfelf both in the laft and preceding
rebellion.

§ VIII. But the moft violent contelt arofe on certain
regulations which the m m'f‘try wanted to eftablifh in
twob lls, 1eadug to the fea and land-fervice. The
firlt, under the title ofa bill for mwnu‘r«z explai-
ning, and reducing into one ad of parlia mcntthe
laws relating to the navy , was calculated folely
with a view of fubje&ing half.pay officers to martial
law—a defign which not only furnifhed the oppofi-
tion with a g:u:m‘"‘! le handle for accufing the minifters,
as intending to encroach upon the Lonf}“at.cn , In
order to extend the influence of the crown ; but allo
alarmed the fea-offices to fuchadegree, thattheyal-
fembled to a confiderable number, with a view to
deliberate upon the proper means of defending their
privileges and liberties from invafion. The refult of
their confultations was a petition to the Houle of Com-
mons, fubfcribed by three admirals and forty-feven
captains , not members of parliament , reprefenting,
That the bill in agitation contained feveral claufes
tending to the injury and difhonor of all naval officers

CHAP.
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as well as to the detriment of his Majelty’s fervice §
and that the laws already in force had been always
found cffectual for fecuring the fervice of officers on
half-pay , upon the moft prefling occafions: they,
therefore, hoped, that they fhould not be fubjeéted
to new hardfhips and difcouragements ; and begeed
to be heard by their counfel, before the committee
of the whole Houfe, touching fuch parts of the
bill asthey apprehended would be injurious to thems-
felves and the other officers of his Majefty’s navy.
This petition was prel fented to the Houfe by Sir John
Norm, and the motion for its being read was fecond-
ed, by Sir Peter Warren, whofe charader was univer-
fally efteemed and beloved in the nation. This meafure
h d like to have pmi‘a,c very ferious cox*f%uen-

s. Many commanders and fubalterns had cnu.xcd
to the Admiralty, and threatened, in plains terms , to
throw up their commiffions in cafe the biH fhould pafs
intoa law; and a qcmnlfn.rmmt was begun an ong
all the fubordinate members of the nav v. A motion
was made,, That the petitioners, according to their
requeft, ﬂlouid bc he'ud bv meu rowi Iis :um' :his

the anti.mmlﬁeual aﬂ"ocmuoa but the
confiding in his own ftrength, re-enforced by thc
1
I §

abilities of Mr. Pitt, Mr. Lyttuton and Mr.Fox;, the
fecretary at war, ﬂrenuou’ly ol)pcfm{ the motion
which, uponadivifion,was thrown out by a egreat mia-
jority. The feveral articles of the bill were afterwards
{eparately debated with greatwa ;n"'u; and thouge]
Mir. Pelbam had, with the moft ﬁn.crhﬂm air
of candor, repeatedly declared that he required
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nofupport , evenfrom his own adherents, but that
which might arife from reafon unreftrained, and full
convicion, he, on this occafion, reaped allthe fruit
from their zeal and attachment which could be ex-
pecedfrom the moft implicit complaifance.Some plau-
fible amendments of the moft exceptionable claufes
were offered , particularly of that which impofed an
oath upon the members of every court-martial, that
they fheuld not, onany account difclofe the opin-
jonis or tranfacdtions of any fuch tribunal. This was
confidered as a fan&ion under which any court-
martial might commit the moft flagrant adts of in.
juftice and oppreflion, which even parliament itfelf
could not redrefs, becanfe it would be impoflible
to afcertain the truth, eternally fealed up by this ab-
furd obligation. The amendment propofed was ,
that the member of a court-martial might reveal
the tranfactions and opinions of it, in all cafes
wherein the courts of jultice, as the law now
ftands, have a right to interfere, if required
thereto by either Houfe of parliament: a very rea-
fonable mitigation, which , however, wasrejected
by the majority. Neverthelefs, the fufpicion of
an intended encroachment had raifed fuch a <lamor
without doors, and diffufed the odinm of this
mealure fo generally, that the minilter thoughe
proper to drop the projected article of war,
fubjeGting the reformed officers of the navy
to the jurifdi@ions of courts-martial; and the bill
bein alfo foftened in other particulars, during its
palfage through the Upper Houfe, at length re-
ived the royal affent.
{X. The flame which this 2@ had kindled
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was rather increafed than abated on the appearance
ofa new mutiny-bill replete with divers innovations,
tending to augment the influence of the crown, as
well as the authority and pow::r of a military

jurifdiction.  All the articles of war eftabliftied fince
the reign of Charles the Second were fubmitted to
the infpection of the commons ; and in thefe ap-
peared a gradual fpirit of encm-u:hmcnt, almoft
mmucc;nm y deviating from the civil inflitutes of
the Englifh conflitution ‘towards the eftablifhment of
a mlllmy dominion. By this new bill a power was
velted in any commanderin chief to revife and cor-
rect any legal fentence of a court-martial, by which
the members of fuch a acourt, corrc:'pmuiing with the
nature ofa civil jury, were rendered ablolutely ufelefs,
and the commander in a great meafure abfolute ; for
he had notonly the power of fummoning fuch officers
as he might chufe to fit on any trial, a prerogative
unknown to any civil court of judicature: but he
was allo at liberty to review and alter the fentencc;
fothat a man was fubje@ to two trials for the fame
offence, and the commander in chief was judge
both of the guilt and the punifhiment. By the hnal
claufe of this bill, martial-law was extended to all
officers on half- iny ; and the fame arguments which
had been urged againft this article in the navy-bill
were now repeated and re- enlbrced with redoubled
fervor. Many reafons were offered to prove that
the half-pay was allotted as a re compence for paft
fervice; and the opponents of the b':l affirmed, that
fuch an article, by augmenting the dependents of the

crown ,
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crown, might be very dangerous to the conftitu-
tion. On the other hand, the partifans of the
miniftry afferted that the half-pay was granted as
a retaining fee; and that originally all thofe who
enjoyed this indulgence were deemed to be in
actual fervice, confequently fubje& to martial law.
M. Pite, who at this time exercifed the office of
paymafter-general with a rigor of integrity unknown
to the moft difinterelted of all his predeceflors in
that department , elpoufed the claufe in difpute
as a neceflary extenfion of military difcipline ,
which could never be attended with any bad con-
fequence to the liberty of the nation. The remarks
which he made on this occafion lmpd..d an_opi-
nion that our liberties wholly exifted in dependence
upon the dire&ion of the fnvcrei?;n, and the virtue
of the army. “« To that virtue (faid he) we truft
“ even at this hour, fmall as our army is—to that
¢ virtue we muft have trufled, had this bill been
“ modelled as its wa rmeft ﬁprofers could have
“ wifhed ; and without this virtue , fhould the
“ Lords, the Commons, aud the people of Eng-
“ land intrench themfelves behind p":z'chment up
“ to the teeth, the fword will find a paffage to
« the vitals of the conftitution. ” All the difputed
articles of the bill being fuftained on the fhoulders
of a great majority, it was conveyed to the Upper
Houfe, where it excited another violent contefl.
Upon the queftion whether officers on half-pay had
not been fubje to martial law, the judges were
confulted and divided in their fentiments. The Earl
of Bath declared his opinion, that martial law did
Vou. V. &
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Bo o x not extend to reformed officers; and opened all
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_erifis, when the public was heated with apprehenfion

the fluices of his ancient eloquence. He admitted
a cafe which was urged of feven officers on half«
pay, who , being taken in actual rebellion at
Prefton, in the year 1715, had been executed on
the fpoty by martial law , in confeguence of the
King’s exprefs order. He candidly owned, that
he himfelf was fecretary at war at that period :
that he had approved of this order, and even
tranfmitted it to General Carpenter, who com-
manded at Prefton; but now his opinion was en-
tirely changed. He obferved , that when the
forementioned rebellion firlt broke out, the Houfe
prefented an addrefs to the King, defiring his Ma-
jefty would be pleafed to employ all half-pay offi-
cers, and eratify them with whole pay; and,
indeed , all fuch officers were voted on whole pay,
by the Houfe of Commons. They were afierwards
apprized of this vote, by an advertifement in the
Gazette, and ordered to hold themfelves in readinefs
to repair to fuch places as fhould be appointed ; and
finally commandcd to repair by fuch a day to thofe
places, on pain of being ftruck off the half-pay lift.
Thefe precautions would have been unneceffary,
had they been deemed fubject to martial law ; and
the penalty for non-obedience would not have been
merely a privation of their penfions, but they would
have fallen under the punifbment of death , as
deferters from che fervice. Hislordhip diftinguifhed,
with great propriety and precifion, between a ftep
which had been precipitately taken in a violent
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and refentmient, and a folemn law concerted at
leifure, during the moft profound tranquillity. Not-
with{tanding the pirited oppofition of this noble-
man, and fome attempts to tnfert additional claufes,
the bill having undergone a few inconfiderable
amendmenta paffed by a very confiderable majority.
X. Immediately after the mutiny-bill had paffed
the Lower Houfe, another fruitlefs effort was made
by the oppofition. The danger of a ftanding army,
on whofe virtue the conftitution of Great.Britain
feemed to depend, did not fail to alarm the minds
of many who were zealoufly attached to the liberties
of their country , and gave birth to a fcheme, which,
if executed, would have enabled the legiflature to
eftablith a militia that muft have anfwued many
national purpofes, and acted as a conflitutional
bulwark againft the excelfes and ambition of a mi-
litary ftanding force , under the immediate influence
of government. il*e {cheme which patriotifm con-
ceived was, 1n all proosbxhty, adnpted by party.
A bill was brought in, limiting the time beyond
which no foldier, or non-commiflioned officer,
fhould be compelled to continue in the fervice.
Had this limitation taken place, fuch a rotation of
foldiers would have enfued among the common
people, thatin a few years every peafant, laborer,
and inferior tradefman in the kingdom would have
underftood the exercife of arms: and perhaps the
people in general would have cencluded that a
ftanding army was altogether unneceffary. A pro-
ject of th]: nature could not, for obvicus reafons,

be agreeable to the adminiftration, and therefore
Gz
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: . p
the bill was rendered ahor-‘ne for, after having

been twice read, it was poftponed from time to
d, and never

time, till the parliament was ;nom;-'l-‘.,
ap ;*Ld ed in the fequel. ich were the chief fub-

chcg of d(,but\.. between the miniftry "1‘5] t'lC op-
I \ rved,

e WwWe

pGllLl(‘l"' (OHr}'J,h; , 25 We hav e alrea
of the Prince’s {ervants and the rema
beine headed by Lord

: i
ns of Lllk‘,

country-party , this lal

Strange ,» fon of the Earl of Derby, and Sir Francis
Ddﬂlwoud the former a nobleman of diltinguifhed
abilities, keen, penetrating, eloquent, and fagacious;
the other frank , fpirited, and fenfible.

§ XL 1t mult be owned , however, for the honor
of the miniftry, that, if they carried a few unpo-
pular meafures with a high hand, they feemed ear-
neftly defirous of making amends to the nation, by
prom oting divers regu "‘tions for the benefit and

._;

improvement of commerce, which adually took
piace in the enfuing feflion of parliament. One of
the principal objects of this nature which fell under
their cognizance, was the trade to the coalt of
Guinea; a very important branch of tr affic, whether
confidered as a market for f“m-n manufactures, or
as the fource that fupplied the I h plantations
with negroes. This was originally monopolized by
a joint-fiock company , which had from tlme to
time derived confiderable fums from the legiflature,
for enabling them the better to fupport certain forts
or caftles on the coaft of Africa, to facilitate the
commerce and protect the merchants. In the fequel,
however, the exclufive privilege having been judged
prejudicial to the national trade, the coaft was laid,
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open to all Britifh fubjeds indifcriminately , on con-
dition of their paying a certain duty towards de-
fraying the expenfe of the forts and factories. This
expedient did not anfwer the purpofes for which it
had been contrived. The feparate traders, inftead
of receiving any benefit from the protection of the
company , induftrioufly avoided their caftles, as
the receptacles of tyranny and oppreffion. The com-
pany , whether from the mifconduct or knavery of
their direGors, contracted fuch a load of debts as
their ftock was unable to difcharge. They feemed
to negle& the traffic , and allowed the cafiles to
decay. In a word, their credit being exhaulted,
and their creditors growing clamorous, they pre-
fented a petition to the Houfe of Commens, difclo-
fing their diftrefles , and imploring fuch affiftance as
fhould enable them not only to pay their debts, but
alfo to maintain the forts in a defenfible condition.
This petition , recommended to the Houfe in a mef-
fage from his Viajelty , was corroborated by another
in behalf of the company’s creditors. Divers mer-
chants of London, interefted in the trade to Africa
and the Britifh plantations in America, petitioned
the Houfe, that as the African trade was of the ut-
moft importance to the nation, and could not be
fupported without forts and fettlements, fome effec-
tual means fhould be {peedily taken for protecting
and extending this valuable branch of commerce.
A fourth was offered by the merchants of Liverpool,
reprefenting , that the {ecurity and protection of the
trade to Africa muft always principally depend upon
his Majefty’s fhips of war being %roperly ftationed
3
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on that coaft, and feafonably relieved; and that fuch
forts and fettlements as might be judged neceflary for
marks of fovereignty and pofleflion would provea
nuifance, and a burden to the trade, (hould they
remain in the hands of any joint-ftock company,
whefe private intereflt always had been, and ever
would be, found incompatibie with the interefl of the
feparate and open trader. They, therefore, prayed
that che {aid forts might either be taken into his Ma-
jefty’s immediate polfefiion, and fupported by the
public, or committed to the merchants trading on
that coalt, in fuch a manner as the Houfe (hould judge
expedient, without vefling in them any other ad-
vantage, or right to the commerce, but what fhould
be common to all his Majefty’s fubjects. "This remon-
firance was fucceeded by another, to the fame effect,
from the mafter, wardens, affiftants, and commonalty
of the fociety of merchant-adventurers within the
city of Briftol. All thefe petitions were referred to a
committee appointed to dehberate on this fubject;
who agreed to certain refolutions, implying, That
the trade to Africa fhould be free and open; That
the Britifh forts and fettlements on that coalt ought
to be maintained, and put under proper direction ;
and , That, in order to carry on the African trade in
the molt beneficial manner to thefe kingdoms, all
the Britifh {ubjeds trading to Africa fhould be united
in one open company, without any joint-ftock, or
power to trade as a corporation. A bill was imme-
diately founded on thefe refolutions, which alarmed
the company to fucha degree, that they had recourfe
to another petition, demonftrating their right to the
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coaft of Africa, and exprefling their reliance on
the juftice of the Houfe, that they fhould not be
deprived of their property without an adequate
confideration. In a few days a fecond addrefs was
offered by theircreditors, complaining of the com-
pany’s mifmanagement , promifing to furrender their
right as the wifdom of parliament fhould prefcribe;
praying that their debts might be inquired into ; and
that the equivalent to be granted for the company’s
poflellions might be fecured and applied , in the
firlt place, for their benefit. The Commons, in
confequence of their petition, ordered the company
to produce a lift of their debts, together with a
copy of their charterand two remonfirances, which
their creditors had prefented to them before this
application to parliament. A committee of the
whole Houfe , having deliberated on thele papers
and petitions, and heard the company by their
counfel, refolved to give them a realonable coms-
penfation for their charter, lands, fr)rts, fettlements,
{laves, and effeds, to be, in he firlt place, applied
towards the payment ofthelr creauma. Abill bemg
formed accordingly, pafled the Commons, and was
conveyed to the Upper Houfe,, where a great many
obje&ions were ftarted ; and for the prefent it was
dropped , until 2 more unexceptionable plan {hould
be concerted. In the mean time their lord{Lips
addreffed his Majelty, Thatthe lords commiffioners
for trade and plantations might be dire@ed to pre-
pare a fcheme on this fubject, to belaid before both
Houfes of parliament at the beginning of next feffion;
‘Thatinftant orders fhould be given for preferving and
C a4
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fecuring the forts and fettlements on the coaft of
Guinea belonging to Great-Britain; and that, proper
perfons fhould be appointed to examine 1nto the con-
dition of thofe forts, as well as of the military flores,
flaves, and veflels belonging to the African company,
fo as to make a faithful report of thefe particulars,
with all poffible expedition.

§ XII. The miniftry having profeffed an incli-
nation and indeed fhown a difpofition, to promote
and extend the commerce of the kingdom, the Com-
mons refolved to take fome [teps for encouraging the
white fifhery along the northern coaft of the ifland,
which isan inexhauftible fource of wealth to our in-
duftrious neighbours the Dutch, who employ an-
nually a great number of hands and veffelsin this
branch of commerce. The fenfible part of the Britifh
people, reflecting on this fubje@, plainly forefaw
that a fifhery under due regulations, undertaken with
the protection and encouragement of the legiflature,
would not only prove a fund of national riches, and
a nurfery of feamen ; butlikewife, in a great meafure,
prevent any future infurrections in the Highlands of
Scotland, by diffufing a {pirit of induftry among the
natives of that country , who, finding it in their
power to become independent, on the fruits of their
own labor, would foon infranchife themfelves from
that flavi(h attachment by which they had been fo
long connected with theirlandlords and chieftains.
Accordingly, a committee was appointed to de-
liberate on the ftate of the Britith fiflbery; and upon
their report a bill was founded for encouraging
the whale-fifhery on the coalt of Spit{bergen, by
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a bounty of forty fhillings per ton for every fhip
equipped for that undertaking. The bill having
made its way through both Houfes, and obtained
the royal allent, the merchantsin different parts of
the kingdom, particularly in North-Britain, began
to build and fit out thips of great burden, and
peculiar firucture for the purpofes of that fithery,
which ever fince hath been carried on with equal
vigor and fuccefs. Divers merchants and traders
of London having prefented to the Houfe of Com-
roons a petition, reprefenting the benefits that would
accrue to the community from a herring and cod-
fithery, eftablilhed on proper principles, and car-
ried onwith (kill,and integrity, this remonfirance was
referred to a committee, upon whofe refolutions
a bill was formed ; but, before this could be difcuffed
in the Houfe, the parliament was prorogued, and
of confequence this meafure proved abortive.

§ XIII. The next regulation propofed in favor of
trade, was that of laying open the commerce of
Hudlon’s - Bay , in the moft northern parts of
America, where a {mall monopoly maintained a
few forts and fettlements, and profecuted a very ad-
vantageous fur-trade with the Indians of that con-
tinent. It was fuggefted, that the company had
long ago enriched themfelves by their exclufive
privilege ; that they employed no more than four
annual fhips; that, contrary to an exprefs injunc-
tion in their charter, they difcouraged allattempts
to difcover a north-welt paffage to the Eaft-Indies ;
that they dealt cruelly and perfidioufly with the
poor Indians, who never traded with them, except
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when compelled by neceffity , fo thatthe beft part
of the fur-trade had devolved to the enemies of
Great-Britain; and that their exclufive patent re-
firicted to very narrow limits a branch of commerce,
which might be cultivated toa prodigious extent,
as well as to the infinite advantage of Great Britain,
Petitions, that the trade of Hudlons-Bay might be
laid open, were prefented to the Houfe by the mer.
chants of London, GreatYarmouth, and Wolver.
hampton ;and a committee wasappointed to deliber-
ate upon this fubject. Onthe other hand , thecom-
pany exerted themfelves in petitions and private ap-
plications for their own prefervation.  The com.
mittee examined many papers and records; and the
report was taken into confideration by the whole
Houfe. Many evidences were interrogated, and
elaborate fpeeches made, on both fides of the
queflion. At length the majority feemed fatisfied
that the traffic on Ll‘e coalt of Hudfon’s-Bay conld
not be preferved without forts and fettlements,
which muft be maintained either by an exclufive
company , orat the publicexpenfe; and, as this was
not judged a proper junéture to incumber the na-
tion with any charge ofthat kind, the defign of dif-
folving the company was laid a fide till a more
favorable , opportunity.

§ XIV. The government had, during the war,
found great difficulty in prefling men for the fervice
of the navy—a practice, which, however fan@ioned
by neceflity, isneverthelefs a flagrant encroachment
on the llel‘ty of the IUDJ dj. and a violent outrage
againft the confitution of Great-Britain. The
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miniftry, therefore, had employd fome of their agents
to form a fcheme for retaining in time of peace , by
means of a certain allowance, a number offeamen,
who fhould be regiftered for the purpofe, and be
ready to man afquadron upon any emergency. Such
a plan, properly regulated, would have been a great
advantage to commerce, whichis always diftre{fed
by the pradice of preffing feamen; and atthe fame
time, a great [ecurity to the kingdomin dangerous
conjunétures, when it may be neceflary toequip an
armament at a minute’s warning. The Houfe of
Commons being moved upon this fubject, agreed
to divers refolutions, as a foundation for the bill:
but the members in the oppofition affecting to repre-
fent this meafure in an odiouslight, asanimitation
ofthe French method of regiftering feamen without
their own confent, IVir. Pelham dropped it, as an
unpopular project.

§ XV. Information having been received, that
the French intended to fettle the neutral iflands
of St. Lucia, Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago,
in the Weft.Indies, the pation had taken the alarm
in the begioning of the year; and a motion was
made in the Houfe of Commons to addrefs his
Majefty , that he would be gracioufly pleafed to
give directions for laying before the Houfe copies
of the inflru@ions given to the governors of Bar-
badoes for ten years lalt paft, fo far as they re-
lated to thefe neutral iflands: but whether the
minifter was confcious of a negle& in this parti-
cular, or thought fuch inquiries trenched upon
the prerogative, he oppofed the motion with all
his might; and, after fome debate, the previous
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queftion pafled io the negative. This was alfo the
fate of another motion made by the Earl of E—t for
an addrefs, entreating his Majelty would fubmit to
the infpection of the Houfe all the propofals of peace
that had been made by the French King fince the
year which preceded the laft rebellion, to that in
which the definitive treaty was concluded at Aix-
Ia-Chapelle. This they propofed as a previous ftep to
the parliament’s forming any opinion concerning the
utility or neceflity of the peace which had been
eftablifhed. Violent debates enfued , in which the
oppeflition was as much excelled in oratory as out-
numbered in votes. Such were the material tranf-
a@ions of this feflion, which in the month of June
was clofed as ufual with a {peech from the throne;
in which his Majelly fignified his hope, that the
parliament, at their next meeting , would be able
to perfect what they had now begun for advancing
the trade and navigation of the kingdom. He like-
wife exprefled his fatisfaction at fecing public credit
flourifh at the end of an expenfive war; and recom-
mended unanimity , as the fureft bulwark of national
fecurity.

§ XVI. While the minifiry,, on fome occafions,
exhibited ‘all the external figns of moderation and
good humor ; they, on others, manifefted a {pirit of
jealoufy and refentment, which feems to have been
childifh and illiberal. Two or three young riotous
ftudents at Oxford, trained up in prejudice, and
heated with mtemperance, uttered fome expreflions
over their cups, implying their attachment to the
family of the Pretender. The report of this in-
difcretion was induftrioufly circulated by certain

o
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worthlefs individuals, who, having no reliance on
their own intrinfic merit, hoped to diftinguifh
themfelves as the tools of party, and to obtain fa-
vor with the miniltry by acing as volunteersin the
infamous pradice of information. Though neither
the age, rank, nor connexions of the delinquents
were fuch as ought to have attracted the notice of
the public, the vice-chancellor, heads of houfes, and
proctors of the univerfity , knowing the invidious
ferutiny to which their condu@® was fubjedted,
thought proper to publifh a declaration, fignifying
their abhorrence of all feditious practices, their de-
termined refolution to punith all offenders to the ut-
moft feverity and rigor of the ftatutes; and con-
taining peremptory orders for the regulation of the
univerfity. Notwithftanding thefe wife and falutary
precautions, the three boys, who in the heat of
their intoxication , had drunk the Pretender’s health,
were takeninto cultody by a meflenger of ftate; and
two of them being tried in the court of King’s-Bench,
and found guilty, were {entenced to walk throngh the
courts of Weltminfter, with a fpecification of their
crime fixed to their foreheads; to pay a fine of five
nobles each; to be imprifoned for two years, and
find fecurity for their good behaviour for the term of
feven years after their enlargement. Many people
thought they faw the proceedings of the far.cham-
ber revived in'the feverity of this punifiment. The
adminiftration, not yet fatisfied with the vengeance
which had been taken on thefe three friplings,
feemed determined to figmatize the univerfity to
which they belonged, The cry of Jacobitifm was
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loudly trumpeted againft the whole comrfmnits_r.
The addrefs of the univerfity , congratulating his
Majefly on the eftablifiment of the peace, was re-
je@ed with difdain, and an attempt was ”“"‘f!_e to
fubje& their ftatutes to the infpecion of the King's
council : but this rule, being argued in the court of
King's-Bench, was difmiffed , in confequence of the
opir:irmi given by the judges. l“inaHv_, the fame
tribunal granted an information againft Dr.  Purnel,
the vice.chancellor; for his behaviour inthe cafe of
the rioters above.mentioned : but this was counter-
manded in the fequel, his condu appearing unex
ceptionable upon a more cool and impartial
inquiry.

§ XVIL In proportion as Oxford declined, het
fifter-univerfity rofe in the favor of the adminiftra-
tion, which fhe at this period cultivated by an ex-
traordinary mark of compliance and attachment. The
dignity of Chancellor of the univerfity being vacated
by the death of the Duke of Somerfet, the nation i
general feemed to think it would naturally devolve
upon the Prince of Wales, as a compliment at all
times due to thatrank; but more efpecially to the
then heirapparent, who had eminently diltinguifhed
himfelf by the virtues of a patriot and a prince.
He had even pleafed himfelf with the hope of recei-
ving this mark of attachment from a feminary for
which he entertained a particular regard. But the
ruling members, feeing no immediate profped of
advantage in glorifying even a prince, who was
at variance with the miniftry , wifely turned their
eyes upon the illuftrious charadter of the Duke of
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Newcaltle, whom they eleted without oppofi-
tion, and inftalled with great magnificence’;
learning, poetry, and eloquence, joining their
efforts in celebrating the f{hining wvirtues and
extraordinary talents of their new patron.

§ XVIIL Although oppofition lay gafping at
the feet of power in the Houfe of Commons, the
people of England did not yet implicitly approve all
the meafures of the adminiftration; and the dregs of
faction, ftill agitated by an internal ferment, threw
up fome ineffectual bubbles in different parts of
the kingdom. Some of thofe who made no fecret
of their difaffetion to the reigning family deter-
mined to manifeft their refentment and contempt
of certain noblemen, and others, who were faid
to have abandoned their ancient principles, and
to have facrificed their confciences to their intereft.
Many individuals, animated by the fumes of ine-
briation, now loudly extolled that caufe' which they
durft not avow when it required their open appro-
bation and afliltance; and, though they induflrioufly
avoided expoling their lives and fortunes to the
chance of war in promoting their favorite intereft
when there 'was a poflibility of fuccefs, they be.
trayed no apprehenfion in celebrating the memory
of its laft effort, amidf the tumult of a riot, and
the clamors of intemperance. In the neighbour-
hood of Lichfield the {portfmen of the party appeared
in the Highland tafte of variegated drapery ; and
their zeal defcending to a very extraordinary ex-
hibition of practical ridicule, they hunted, with
hounds clothed in plaid, a fox dreffed in a red
uniform. Even the females at their affembly,
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and the gentlemen at the races, affected to wear
the chcccuurd {tuff Ly which the Prince Pretender
and his followers had been diftin guifhed. Divers
noblemen on the courfe were infulted as apoftates;

3

and one perfonage, of high rank, is faid to have

undergone a very mmrwmb le flagellation.

§ }rh‘( As the public generally ft uffers at the end
of a war, by the fudden difmiffion of a great num-
ber of foldiers and feamen, who, having contrac-
ted! a habit of idlenefs, and finding themlfelves
without employmentand the means of fubfiltence,
engage 1n defpc;atc courfes, and prey upon the
commumty, it was judged expedient to provide
an opening, through which thefe unquiet fpirits
might exhale without damage to thecomm onwealth.
The moft natural was that of encour ﬁw{; them
to become members of a new colony in North-
America, which, by being properl ly regulated,
fupported, and improved, might be the fouxc”

r-country. IVlany

ol

of great advantages to its mother
d:fpu..es had arifen between the {ubjeéts of England
and France, cnu'rcrnin?“d‘e limits of IWQ‘rq-S(;(\ti

which no treaty had as yet properly al ‘,eum“d
A fort had been raifed, and a f N“I' c‘”mlfou main-
tained , by the king of (,‘cq« Britain, at a part of
this very country, called ;'!e.:,;v,ap;“m.é{nyah to
over-awe the French neuntrals fettled in the neigh-
bourhood : but this did not anf{wer the lei-n()i"cli:or
which it wasintended. Upon every rupture (\1'1( lifpute
between the two crowns, thefe ﬁimtf.a forgetting
their neutrality, intrigued with the Indians, com-

m‘mi;‘i{ed
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municated iute]!igencc to their own countrymen
fettled at St. John's and Cape-Breton, and did all
the ill officers their hatred conld fugge®t againft the
colonies and fubjeés of Great-Britain. A fcheme was
now formed for making a new efllzblitiment on
the fame peninfula, which f[hould further confirm
and extend the property and dominion of the
crown of Great-Britain in that large tract of country,
clear the uncultivated grounds, conftitute com-

munities, diffufe the benefits of population and’

agriculture, and improve the fithery of that coaft,
which might be rendered a new fource of wealth
and commerce to Old England. The particulars
of the plan being duly confidered, it was laid
before his Majelty , who approved of the defign
and referred the executicn of it to the board of
trade and plantations, over which the Harl of
Hallifax prefided. This nobleman, endued by nature
with an excellent capacity, which had been dili-
gently and judiciouily cultivated, animated with
hberal fentiments, and fired with an eager {fpiris
of patriotifm, adopted the plan with the molt
generous ardor, and cherifhed ths 1nfant colony
with paternal affection. The commiffioners for
trade and plantations immediately advertifed,
under the fanction of his Majefty’s authority, That
proper encouragement would be given to fuch of
the officers and private men, lately difmifled from
the land and fea-fervice, as were willing to fettle
with or without families, in the province of Nova-
Scotia: That the fee-fimple, or perpetual property,
of fifty acres of land fhould be granted to every
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private foldier or feaman, free from the payment of
any quit-rents or taxes, for the term of tenyears;
at the expiration of which no perfon fhould pay
more than one fhilling per annum for every fifty
acres fo granted : That, over and above thele
fifty, each perfon fhould receive a grant of ten
acres for every individual, including women and
children, of which his family fhould confilt : That
further grants {hould be made to them as the
number fould increafe, and in proportion as they
fhould manifeflt their abilities in agriculture: That
every officer, under the rank of enfign in the
land.fervice, or licutenant in the navy, fhould be
gratified with fourfcore acres on the fame con-
ditions: That two bundred acres fhould be be-
fiowed upon cnfigns, three hundred upon lieute-
naots, four hundred upon captaios, and {ix hundred
on every officer above that degree, with propor-
tionable confiderations for the number and increale
of every family: That the lands fhould be parcel-
led out as foon as poflible after the arrival of the
colonifts, and a civil government eftablifhed ; by
virtue of which they fhould enjoy all the liberties
and privileges of Britilh fubjeéts, with proper
fecurity and protection: That the fettlers, with
their families, fhould be conveyed to Nova-Scotia,
and maintained for twelve months after their arrival
at the expenle of the government; which (hould alfo
fupply :heE‘n with arms and ammunition, as far as
fhould be judged neceflary for their defence, with
proper materials and utenfils for clearing and cultivat-
ing their lands, erecling habitations , exercifing the
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fihery, and fuch other purpofes as fhould be
judged neceflary for their fuppore.

§ XX. The fcheme was fo fealible, and the
encouragement fo viting, that in a little time
about four thoufand adventurers, with their
families, were entered, according to the direions
of the board of trade, who In the beginning of
May fet fail from England, under the command
of Colonel Cornwallis, whom the King had ap.
pointed their governor, and towards the latter
end of June arrived at the place of their deftina-
tion, which was the barbour of Chebudou, on
the fea-coalt of the peninfula, about midway be-
tween Cape Cangeau and Cape Sable. It is one of
the moft fecure and commodious havens in the

hole world ; and well fituated for the filhery :
yet the climate is cold, the foil barren, and the
whole country covered with woods of birch,
fir, pine, and fome oak, unfit for the purpofes
of timber; but at the fame time extremely difficult
to remove and extirpate. Governor Cornwallis
no fooner arrived in this harbour than he was
joined by two regiments ef infantry from Cape
Bretou, and a company of rangers from Annapolis.
Then he pitched upon a fpot for the fettlement ,
and employed his people in clearing the ground
for laying the foundations of a town; but fome
inconveniencies being difcovered in this {ituation,
he chofe another to the northward, hard by the
harbour, on an eafly afcent, commanding a profpe
of the whole peninfula, and well fupplied with
rivulets of frefh and wholefome water. Here he
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beganto build a townona uu’ﬁtmr'ﬂn. , to which he
gave the name of Hallifax, in honor of the nobleman
*\_w ho had the ereateft fhare in founding the colony;
and before the approach of winter above three
hundred comfortable wooden houfes were buile,

the whole furrounded by a ftrong palifade. T lns
colony, however, has by no means anfwered the
fanguine expectations of the 1*1""](3'&10&‘:- for, not.
\utxmandsm the ardor with which the interefts of it
were promoted by its noble patron, and the re-
peated indulgence it has reaped from the bounty
of the legiflature, the inhabitants bave made little
or no progrefls in agriculture: the fithery is alto-
gether uea!ccacd and the fettlement entirely fub-
ﬁ son the fums cvi)cnurd by the individuals of the
army and navy, whofe duty obliges them to
refide in this part of North-America.

§ XXI. The eftablilhment of fuch a powerful
colony in Nova-Scotia could not fail giving um-
brage to the French in that neighbourhood , who,
though they did not think proper to promulgate
their jealouly and difgult, neverthelefs employed
their emiffaries clandeftinely in ftimulating and ex-
citing the Indians to harafs the colonifts with
hoftilities, in fuch a manner as f(hould effectually
hinder them from extending their plantations,
and perhaps induce them to abnndml the fettle-
ment. Nor was this the only part of America
in which the French court countenanced fuch
perfidious praciices. More than ever convinced
of the importance of a. confiderable navy,
and an extenfive plantation trade, they not
only eserted uncommon induftry in re-eftablifhing
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their marine, which had fuffered fo feverely
during the war; but they refolved, if poflible,
to extend their plantations in the Weft Indies,
by fettling the neutral iflands, which we have
already mentioned. In the beginning of the year
the governor of Barbadoes, baving received in-
telligence that the French had begun to fewle the
ifland of Tobago, fent Captain Tyrrel thither
in a frigate, to learn the particulars. That officer
found above three hundred men already landed,
fecured by two batteries and two (hips of war, and
in daily expe@ation of a further re-enforcement from

the Marquis de Caylus, governor of Martinique; |

who bad publithed an ordonnance, authorizing
the fubjects of the French King to fettle the ifland
of Tobago, and promifing to defend them from
the attempts ofall their enemies. This affurance
was in anfwer to a'proclamation iffued by Mr.
Grenville, governor of Barbadoes, and ftuck up in
different partsof the ifland, commanding all the
mbhabitants to remove in thirty days, on pain of
undergoing military execution. Captain Tyrrel
with a fpirit that became a commander in the
Britith navy, gave the French officers to under-
ftand, that his Moft Chriftian Majefty had no
right to fettle the ifland, which was declared
neutral by treaties; and that, if they would not
defilt, he fhould be obliged to employ force in
driving them from their new fettlement. Night
coming on, and Mr. Tyrrel's fhip falling to
leeward, the French captains feized thatopportunity
of failing to Martinique; and next day the Englifh
D3
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commander returned to Barbadoes, having mno
power to commic hoftihties. Thele tudings, with
a copy of the krench governor's ordonnance,
were no fooner tranfnitced to the minifiry than
they difpatched a courier to the Englilh envoy at
Paris, with directions to make reprefentations to the
couit of Verfailics on this fubject.  The minufiry of
France, knowing they were mno condition to fup-
port the conlequences of an immediate rupture,
and underftanding bow much the merchants and
people of Great-Britain were alarmed and incenfed
at thewr attempts to poflefs thefe iflands, thought
proper to difown the proceedings of the Marquis

de Cayius, and to grant the fatisfachion that was

demanded , by fending him orders to difcontinue
the fettlement, and evacuate the ifland of Tobago.
At the fame time, however, thatthe court of Ver-
failles made this facrifice for the fatisfaction of Fnge
land, the Marquis de P
obferved to the Hnglith refident, that France was
undoubtedly in poffeflion of the ifland towards the
middle of the laft century. He oughtin candor to
have added, thatalthough Louis XiV. made a con-
queltof thisifland from the Hollanders, during his war
with thatrepublic, it was reftored to them by the
treaty of Nimeguen; and fince that time France could
not have the lealt (hadow of a claim to number it
among herfcttlements. It was before this anfwer could
be obtained from the court of Verfailles that the
motion, of which we have already taken notice,
was made in the Houfe of Commons, rclating to the
fubjeét of the neutral iflands ; a motion difcouraged
by the court, and defeated by the majority,

uyfieux, the French minifier
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§ XXII. The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was

celebrated by fire-works, illuminations, and rejoi-
cings, in which the Englilh, French, and Dutch
feemed to difplay a fpirit of emulation, in point
of tafte and magnificence; and, in all probability,
thefe three powers were fincerely pleafed at the
ceflation of the war. England enjoyed a refpite
from intolerable fupplies, exorbitant infurance,
and interrupted commerce : Holland was delivered
from the brink of a French nvafion, and France
bad obtaired a breathing time for re-eftablifhing
her naval power, for exerting that {piri¢ of intrigue,
by dint of which {he hath often embroiled her
neighbours, and for executing plans of infenfible
encroachment, which might prove more advan-
tageous than the progrefs of open hoftilities. In
the affair of Tobago the French King had manifefted
his inclination to avoid immediate difputes with
England; and had exhibited another proof of the
fame difpofition in his behaviour to the Prince-Pre-
tender, who had excited fuch a dangerous rebel-
lion in the ifland of Great-Britain.

§ XXIII. Among thofe princes and powers
who excepted againlt different articles of the treaty
of Aix-la-Chapelle, the Chevalier de St. George,
forefeeing that none of the plenipotentiaries wonld
receive his protelt ; employed his agents to fis it
up ia the public places of Aix-la-Chapelle; a pre-
caution of very little fervice to his caufe, which
all the ftates of Chriftendom feemed now to have
abandoned. So little was the intereft of his family
confidered in this negociation, that the con tracting
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yowers agreed; without referve, to aliteral infertion
f the fifth article of the quadruple alliance; by
which it was [tipulated, that neither the Pretender
nor any of his defcendants fhould be aliowed to
refide within the territories belonging to any of
the fubfiribing parties. At the fame time the
plenipotentaries of France promifed to thofe of
(Great-Britain, that Prince Charles-Edward fhould
be immediately obliged to quit the dominions of
his Moft Chrftian Majefty. Natice of this agrees
ment was accordingly given by the court of Vers
failles to the young adventurer; and ‘as he had
declared he would never return to Italy, Monf
~}~ Courteille, the French envoy to the cantons
witze :l'nd was dire¢ted by his fr)vercign to
!c;‘.‘.a:m' an afylum for Prince b'i"'aud in the c;ty
of "'s'bl" *h.  The regency having complied in
this particular \"uh the earneft "'{Ll(‘lt of his
Molt Chriftian .uf‘[’y , Mr. Burnaby, the Britifh
minifter to the Helvetic Body, took the alarm,
and prefented the ma R;:u,y of Friburgh with a
remonftrance, cou"hm in fuch terms as gave of-
ence to that regency , and drew upon him a
evere anfwer. In wvain L;...x! he i:*:n.,h 7f{mc\r e‘(«

%
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Edward, which was the more vexatious, asthatyouth
appeared to be the darling of the Parifians; who not
o.uy admired him for his own accomphLmnants and
pitied bim for his fufferings, but alfo revered him,
as a young hero lineally defcended from their re-
nowned Henry the Fourth. At length, the two
Englith noblemen arriving at Paris, as hoftages
for the performance of the treaty, and feeing him
appear at all public places of diverfion, com-
plained of this circumftance, as an infult to their
fovereign, and an infringement of the treaty fo
lately Conllidod The French King, after fome
hefitation between punéilio and convenience, re-
folved to employ wviolence upon the perfon of this
troublefome ftranger, fince milder remonfirances
had not ‘been able to influence his condué&: but
this refolution was not taken till the return of a
courier whom he difpatched to the Chevalier de
8t. George; who, being thus informed of his fon’s
deportment, wrote a letter to him; laying ftrong
mnjunctions upon him, to yield to the neceflity of

the times, and acquiefce with a good grace in -

the ftipulations which his coufin of Frarce had
found it neceffary to fubfcribe, for the intereft of
his realm. Edward, farfrom complying with this
advice and injun&ion, fignified his refolution to
remain in Paris; and even declared, that he would
piftol any man who fhould prefume to lay violent
hands on his perfon. In confequence of this bold
declaration , an e\tiaordmary council was held at
Verfailles, when it was determined to arreft him with-
out further delay, and the whole plan of this enter-
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prife was finally adjufted. That fame evening, the
Prince entering the narrow lane that leads to the
Opera, the barrier' was immediately (hut, and the
ferjeant of the guard called “ To arms,” ou which
Monfieur de Vaudreuil , exempt of the French
guards, advancing to, Edward, © Prince (faid he)

“ I arreft youin t‘j}a King’s name, by wvirtue of this
«_order.” At that inftant he youth was furrounded
by four grenadiers, in order to prevent any mifchief
he might have done with acafe of pocket-piltols
which he always carried about him ; and a guard was
piaced at allthe avenues and doors of the Opera-
houle, left any tumult (hould have enfued among
the populace. I hefe precautions being taken, Vau-
dreuil, with an efcort, condudted the prifoner
through the garden of the Palais-Royal to a houlfe
where the Duke de Biron waited with a coach and
fix to convey him to the caftle of Vincennes, whi-
ther he wasimmediately accompanied by a detach-
ment from the regiment of French Guards, under
the command of that nobleman. He had not re-
mained above three days in this confinement when
he gave the French miniftry to underftand, thathe
would conform himfelf to the King’s intentions ; and
was immediately enlarged, upon giving his word
and honer that he would, without delay, retire from
the dominions of France. Accordingly, he fet outin
four days from Fountainebleau, attended by three of-
ficers, who conduced him as far as Pont-Beauvoifin
on the frontiers, where they took their leave of
him, and returned to Verfailles. He proceeded for
fome time in the road to Chamberry; but foon
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returned into the French dominions, and, paffing
through Dauphiné, repaired to Avignon, where he
wasrecelvedwith extraordinary honors by the Pope’s
legate. In the mean time, his arreft excited great
murmurings at Paris; the inhabitants blaming, with-
out fcruple, their King’s conduct in this inftance,
as a fcandalous breach of hofpitality, as well as a
mean proof of condefcenfion to the King of England;
and many fevere palquinades, relatiagto this tranfs
action, were fixed up in the molt public places of
that me{rnpﬂffs.

§ XXIV. Although peace was now re-eftablithed
among the principal powers of the continent, yet
another ftorm feemed ready to burft upon the north-
ern parts of Europe, in a frefh rupture between
Ruffiaand Sweden. Whether the Czarina bad
actually obtained information that the French fac-
tion meditated fome revolution of government at
Stockholm, or fhe wanted a pretence for annexing
Finland to her empire; certain it is, fhe affeed to
apprehend that the prince-fucceffor of Sweden wait-
ed only for the deceafe of the reigning king, who
was very old and infirm, to change the form of go-
vernment, and refume that abfolute authority which
fome ofthe monarchs his predeceflors had enjoyed.
She feemed to think thata prince thus vefted with
arbitrary power, and guided by the councils of France
and Pruffia, with which Sweden had lately engaged
in clofe alliance, might become a very troublefome
and dangerous neighbour to her in the Baltic :
fhe , therefore, recruited her armies, repaired her
fortifications, filled her magazines, ordered a firong
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body of troops to advance towards the frontiers of
Finland, and declared in plain terms to the court
Q{Qcoc“hohu That if any {tep fhould be taken to
alter the government, which (he had bound herfelf
Lf treaty to maintain , her troops fhould enter the
territory of Sweden, and (he would a& up to the
fpirit of her engagements. The Swedifh miniftry,
alarmed at th;z., peremptory proceedings, had re-
courfe to their ailies; and, in the mean time, made
repeated declarations to the court of Pcterﬁmrgh,
That there was no defign to make the lealt inno-
vation inthe *nmrﬂrhmr(ﬂublmedQPvmﬂnmnt

but little or no regard being paid to thefe repre-
fentations, :h.ﬂ._v bcbun to put the kingdom ma
polture of defence; and the old King gave the
Czarina to underftand, That if , notwithflanding
the fatisfa@tion he had offered, her forces fhould
pals the frontiers of Finland, he would confider their
march as a hoftile invafion, and employ the means
which God had put in his power for the defence
of his dominions.

§ XXV. This declaration, in all probability, did
not ,,ooucc fuch effe@t as the intcrpc}ﬁtlon of his
Pruflian ;uﬁtbhy, the moft enterprifing prince of
his time, at the head of one hundrec ! and forty thou-
fand of the beflt troops that G sermany ever trained.
Perhaps he was not forry that the Emprefs of Muf-
covy furnifhed him with a plaulible pxtu.cb for
maintaining fuch a formidable army, after tl
of LLHGPL had been afcertained by a formal t
and all the furrounding f{tates had (ﬂﬁﬁnﬂhxﬂ the
number of their forces. He now wrotealetter to his
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¢ uncle the King of Great-Britain, complaining of cHA B.
the infults and menaces which had been offered by 1s
the Czarina to Sweden; declaring, that he was 1748
bound by a defenfive alliance, to which France had

acceded, to defead the government at prefent efta,

the blithed in Sweden; and that he would not fie ik,

7, and tamely fee that kingdom attacked by any power

. whatfoever, withontadtingup to his engagements :

24

de  he therefore entreated his Britannic Majefty to
b,  interpofe his good offfces, in conjunéion with France

0- and him, to compromife the difputes which threat-
t:  ened to embroil the northern parts of Europe. By
e this time the Ruffianarmy had approached the fron-
w tiers of Finland: the Swedes had aflembled their
te troops, replenifhed their magazines, and repaired

their marine; and the King of Denmmk, jealous of
the Czarina’s defigns with regard to the duchy of
Slefwick which was contefted with him by the prin-
ce-fucceflor of Ruffia, kept his army and navy on
the moft relpeable footing. At this critical junc-
ture the courts. of London, Verfailles, and Berlin
co-operated fo effectually bv rmdcn{zranc”s and
%  declarations at Peterfburgh and Stockholm, that
:¢  the Emprefs of Ruffia thought proper'to own her-
felf fatisfied, and all thofe clouds of trouble were
immediately difperfed. Yet, in all probability , her
real aim was difappointed ; and, however the might
diffemble her fentiments, {he never heartily forgave
the King of Pruffia for the fhare he had in ths
tranfaction. ‘That monarch, without relaxing in
his attention to the fupport of a very formidable
military power, exerted very extraordinary endea-

i
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vours in cultivating the civil iuterefts of his country.
He reformed the laws of Brandenburgh, and refcued
the adminifiration of juftice from the frauds of chi-
cancrv. He encouraged the arts of agriculcure and
manufacture, and even laid the foundation of naval
commerce, by eftablilbing an Haft-India company
in the port of Embden.

§ XXVI. Nor did the French miniftry neglect any
meafure that might contribute to repair the damage
which the Kingdom had fuftained in the courfe of the
war. One half of the army was difbanded : the fe-
vere impofi.ionof the teath penny was fufpended by
the King’s edi@®: a fcheme of economy was pro-
pofed , with refpect to the finances; and the utmoft
diligence ufed in procuring matenals, as well as
workmen, for hip-building, that the navy of France
miight fpeedily retrieve its former importance. In the
mid(¥ of thefe tru'y patriotic fchemes, the cour: of
Verfailles betrayed a littlenefs of genius and a fpirit
of tvranny, joined to fanaticifm, in quarelling with
their parliament about fuperftitious forms of religion.
The facraments had been denied to a certain perfon
on his death-bed , becaufe he refufed to fubfcribe to
the buil Unigenitus. The nephew of the defund
preferred a comp'aint to the parliament, whofe pro-
vince it was to take cognizance of the affair; a de-
putation of that body attended the King with the
report of the refolutions; and his Majelty commanded
them to fufpend all proceedings relating to a matter of
fuch confequence. concerning which he would take
an opportunity of lignifying bis royal pleafure. This
interpofition was the lource of difputes between the
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crown and parliament, which had like to havefilled ¢ 1 A P.
the whole kingdom with inteftine troubles. 1.
§ XXVII. AtViennathe Emprefs-Queen was not 1748,

more [olicitous in promoting the trade and internal
manufactures of her dominions, by fumptuary re-
gulations, neceflary reftrictions on foreign fuper-
fluities , by opening her ports in the Adriatic,
and giving proper encouragement to commerce, than
fhe was careful and provident in reforming the
economy of her finances, maintaining a refpeétable
body of forces, and guarding, by defenfive allian.
! ces, againft the enterprifes of his Prufiian Majelty,
10~ on whofe military power {he looked with jealoufy
f and difiroft. In Holland all the authority and in-
fluence of the Stadtholder were fcarcely fufficient to
allay the ferments excited among the people, by the
provifional taxation which had fucceeded the abo.
lition of the pachters, and was indeed very grievous
to the fubje®. As this was no more than a tem-
porary expedient , the Prince of Orange propofed
a more equitable plan, which was approved by the
States, and eftablithed with great difficulty. In
Italy the {pltem of politics feemed to change its
complexion. The King of Sardinia effeted a match
between one of the Infantas of Spain and the Prince
of Piedmont; and whether irritated by the conduc
of the Auftrians in the lat war, or apprehenfive
of fuch a powerful neighbour in the Milanefe, he
engaged with the Kings of France and Spain ina
defenfive alliance, comprehending the King of the
Two Sicilies, the republic of Genoa, and the Dukes
of Modena and Parma. His moft Catholic Vajefty,
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fincercly difpofed to cultivate the arts -of peace,
and encourage every meafure that could contribute
to the advautage of his country, wasno fooner re-
Jeafed from the embarraffments of war, than he be-
gan to execute plans of internal economy; to re-
duce unneceffary penfions, difcharge the debts
contracted in the war, replenifh his arfenals, ang-
ment his navy, promote manufactures, and encour-
age an aclive commerce by fea, the benefits of
which the kingdom of Spain had not known fince
the firlt difcovery and conqueft of the Welt-Indies.

XXVIIL The preparations for refitting and in-
creafing the navy of Spain were carried on with
fuch extraordinary vigor, that other nations belie-
ved an expedition was intended againft the Cor-
fairs of Algiers, who bad for fome time grievoufly
infelted the trade and coalls of the Vediterranean.
The exiftence of this and other predatory republics,
which entirely fubfift upon piracy and rapine, petty
flates of barbarous ruflians, maintained, as it were,
in the midft of powerful nations, which they in-
fult with impunity, and of which they even exad
an annual contribution, is a flagrant reproach upon
Chriftendom: a reproach the greater, as it is foun-
ded upon a low, [elfifh, illiberal maxim of policy.
All the powers that border on the Mediter-
ranean, except France and Tufcany, are at per-
petual war with the Moors of Barbary, and, for
that reafon, obliged to employ foreign fhips for the
tranfportation of their merchandife. This employ-
ment naturally devolves to thofe nations whofe
vellels are in no danger from the depredations of
the
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the barbarians ; namely, the fubje@s of the Maritime
Powers, who, for this puny advantage, notonly to-
lerate the piratical ftates of Barbary, but even fupply
them with arms and ammunition, folicit their paffes,
and purchafe their forbearance withannual prefents,
which are, in effe®, equivalent to a tribute:
whereas, by one vigorous exertion of their power,

they might deftroy all their fhips, lay their towns

in athes, and totally extirpate thofe pernicious
broads of defperate banditti. Even all the conde-
fcenfion of thofe who difgrace themfelves with
the title of allies to thefc mifcreants is not always
fufficient to refirain them from ads of cruelty and
rapine. At this very period four cruifers from
Algiers made a capture of an Englith packet-boat,
in her voyage from Lifbon, and conveyed her
to their city, where fhe was plundered of money
and effe@ts to the amount of one hundred thoufand
pounds, and afterwards difmiffed. In confequence
of this outrage, Commodore Keppel was fent
with feven fhips of war to demand {atisfaction,
as well as to compromife certain differences which
had arifen on account of arrears claimed of the
Englifh by the Dey of Algiers. The Muffulman
frankly owned; that the money having been divided
among the captors could not poflibly be refunded.
Tae Commodore returned to Gibraltar; and, in the
fequel , an Algerine ambaffador arrived in London,
with fome prefents of wild bealls for his Britannie
Majefty. This tranfaction was fncceeded by another
jurious affront, offered by the governor or Al
cayde of Tetuan to Vr. Latton, an Engiith ambaffa.
Vo V. B
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dor, fent thither to redeem the Brilifh fubjects, who
had been many years enflaved in the dominions
ofthe ng of Morocco. A revolution having lately
happened in this empire, Muley Abdallah, the

1cmmng ruffian, infifted upon the ambaffador’s pay-
ing a pretended balance for the ranfom of the
captives , as wellas depofiting a confiderable fum,
which had 1lrr::ady been paid to a deceafed balhaw;
a]chgmnr that as he (the Emperor ) received no part
of it, the payment was illegal. Mir. Latton refufing
to comply with this arbitrary demand, his houfe
was furrounded by a detachment of foldiers, who
violently dragged his fecretary from his prefence,
and threw him into a difmal fubteirranean dungeon,

where he continued ewenty days. T he Englith flaves,
to the number of twenty-feven, were condemned
to the fame fate: the amba{lador himfelf was degrad-
ed from his charadler, deprived of his allowance,
and fequeltered from all communication. All the
letters directed to him were intercepted , and inter-
preted to the Alcayde: two negro porters were
intrufted with the keys of all his apartments, and a
couple of foldiers pofted at his chamber-door: nay;
this Moorifh governor threatened to lead him with
irons, and v1olcmTy feized part of the prefents
defigned by his Britannic Ma jefty for the Emperor.
At lﬁ:ngth, finding that neither Mr. Latton nor
the governor of Gibraltar , to whom he had written,
would depofit themoney, without frefh inltrucions
from the court of London, the barbarian thought
proper to relax in his feverity : the prifoners were
enlarged, the reftrictions removed from the perfon
of the ambaflador, and, after all thefe indignities

i
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offered to the honor of the Britifh nation, the ba-
lance was paid, and the affair quietly adjufted.

§ XXIX. Britain, in the mean while, was alto-
gether barren of events which might deferve a place
in a general hiftory. Commerce and manufadure
flourifhed again, to fuch a degree of increafe as
had never been known in the ifland: but this ad-
vantage was attended with an irrefiftible tide of
luxury and excefls, which flowed through all degrees
of the people, breaking down all the mounds of
civil polity, and opening a way for licence and
immorality. The highways were infefted with rapine
and affaffination ; the cities teemed with the brutal
votaries of lewdnefs, intemperance, and profligacy.
The whole land was overfpread with a fucceffion of
tumult, riot, and infurredtion, excited in different
parts of the kingdom by the erection of new turn-
pikes, which the legiflature judged neceflary for the
convenience of inland carriage. In order to quell
thefe difturbances, recourfe was had to the military
power; feveral individuals were {lain, and fome
were executed as examples.

§ XXX. In the month of November the feffion of
parliament was opened with a fpeech from the
throne, in which his Majefty expreffed a particular
pleafure in meeting them at a time when the perfe@
re-eftablilhment of a general peace had reftored to
his people the bleflings of quict and tranquillicy. He
faid, the good effe@s of thefe already appeared in
the flourithing condition of national commerce, and
in the rife of public credit, which were the founda-
tions of firength and profperity to thefe kingdoms. He
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declared, That, during the fummer, he had ufed

every opportunity of cementing and fecuring the
peace ; That it was his firm refolution to do every
thing in his power for the prefervation of it, and
religioufly adhere to the engagements into which
he had entered. Finally, he took notice of the
good difpofition he had found i the other con-
tra@ting parties to the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle to
cherifh the public tranquillity of Europe; and he
earneftly recommended to the two Houfes the main-
tenance’ of a firong naval power, as the bulwark
of national fecurity.

§ XXX. When the motion was made for an
addrefs of thanks in the Houfe of Commons, the
firft paragraph of his Majefty’s fpcech furnifbed
the oppofition with a handle to declaim againft
the late treaty. Sir John Hynde Cotton obferved,
That the peace could not be properly ftyled com-
plete, as nothing had been ftipulated with relpect
to the article of “no fearch;” alluding to the in-
terruption our commerce had fuftained from the
Spaniards in the Welt-Indies: a ftipulation, with-
out which both Houfes of parliament had formerly
voted that there {hould be no peace with that
kingdom. In the prefent conjun&ture of affairs,
fuch an objeétion favoured rather of party than of
patriotifm ; and indeed Sir John declared, that
the remarks he made upon the occafion were
rather in difcharge of the duty he owed to his
country, than in bope of feeing his fentiments
efpoufed by the majority. Some {harp altercation
was ufed in the debate which arofe on this fubjed;
and many fevere invectives were levelled at thole
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who negociated, as well as at thofe who approved
and coofirmed the treaty. But Mr, Pelham, who
fultained the whole weight of the debate on the
fide of adminiftration, anfwered every objedion
with equal candor and ability; and if he failed in pro-
ving that the terms of peace were as favorable as
could be expeded, confidering the unfortunate
events of the war, and the fituation of the con-
tending powers; he at lealt demonfirated, that it
would be the interelt of the kingdom to acquielce
for the prefent in the treaty which had been con-
cluded, and endeavour to remedy its imperfecti-
ons by fubfequent conventions, amicably opened
among thofe powers between whom any caule of
difpute remained. With refped to the vote of
both Houfes, mentioned by Sir John Hynde Cot-
ton, he declared that he had never approved
of that ftep, when it was fitlt taken; or if he
bad, times and circumftances, which could not be
forefcen, would have jupmcd his deviating from
it 1n thc re-eftablifhment of peace. le reminded
them, th:{t a parliament of Great-Britain had once
votud no peace while part of the Welt-
Indies fhould remain in poffeffion of the Spanifh
King;“ yet a train of incidents, which they counld
pot poffibly forefee, afterwards rendered it expe-
dient to adopta peace, without infifting upon the
accomplifhment of that condition. In a word
we muft own, that, in the majority of debates
excited in the COL.FR. of this feffion, the miniliry
de"wed their trinmphs from the force of reafon,
as well as from the we;ght of influence. We fhall
L
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always, however, except the efforts that were
made for reducing the number of land-forces
to fifteen thoufand, and maintaining a greater
number of feamen than the miniftry propofed. On
thefe conftitutional points the Earl of Egmont, and
the other chiefs of the oppofition, expatiated with
all the energy of cloquence ; which, however, was
fruftrated by the power of fuperior numbers. Ten
thoufand fea-men were voted for the fervice of the
enfuing year, notwithftanding his Majefty’s in-
junétion to maintain a confiderable navy; and the
number of land-forces was continued at eighteen
thoufand eight hundred and fifty-feven. The fums
granted for making good his Vajefty’s engagements
with the Ele@ors of Bavaria and Mentz, and the
Duke of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel , amounted to
fifty-three thoufand two hundred and twenty-five

pounds fterling. The fervices done by the colo-
nies in North-America, during the war, were gratified
with the fum of one hundred twenty-two thoufand
two hundred forty-fix pounds. The expenfe -in-
curred by the new colony of Nova-Scotia exceeded
feventy-{ix thoufand pounds. A {mall fum was voted
for the improvement of Georgia; and ten thoufand
pounds were granted towards the fupport of the
Britifh forts and fettlements on the coalt of Africa.
The fum total granted in this {eflion arofe to four mil-
lions one hundred forty-one thoufand fix hundred
fixty-one pounds, nine (hillings, and eleven pence half-
penny, to be raifed by the land tax, at three fhil-
lings in the pound; the malt, and other duties,
the furplus of divers impofitions remaining in the
Bank and Exchequer; one million by annuities,
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at three per cent. charged on the finking fund,
until redeemed by parliament; and nine hundred
thoufand pounds out of the excels or over-plus of
mounies denominated the finking fund.

XXXIL But the capital mealure which dif-
tinguifhed this feflion of parliament was the reduc-
tion of the intereft on the public funds; a {cheme
which was planned and executed by the minifter,
without any national difturbance or difquiet, to
the aftonifhment of all Europe ; che different nations
of which could not comprehend how it would be
pofiible for the government, at the clofe of a
long expenfive war, which had fo confiderably
drained the country, and augmented the enormous
burden of national debt, to find money for pay-
ing off fuch of the public creditors as might chufe
to receive their principal, rather than fubmit to a
reduction of the interelt. It was not very much
for the honor of the oppofition, that fome of its
leading members endeavoured to impede the great
machine of civil economy, by taking opportunities
of aflirming in parliament, in oppofition to his
Majefty’s fpeech, that the nation, far from being
in a flourifhing condition, was almoft entirely
exhaufted ; that commerce drooped and declined ; that
public credit ftood tottering on the brink of ruin;
and that all the treaties lately concluded among
the different powers of Hurope were, in effect
difadvantageous and prejudicial to the interefis
of Great-Britain. Inanfwer to thefe affertions, Mr.
Pelham undertook to prove, from the regifter of ex.
ports and imports, that the commerce of the Kingdom
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was more exten{ive at this than at any former period;
and that the public credit was {irong enough to admit
of an experiment, which he would not prefume to
hazard, except upon a moral certainty of its being
firmly rooted, beyond the power ofaccident and fac-
tion to [hake orover-turn. He declared, that his defign
of reducing the interefl upon the funds was the refult
of the love he bore his country, and an opinion that it
was the duty of the fervants of the crown to eafe the
burdens of thepeople. Hefaid, he had conferred on
this fubject with perfons of the moft approved
knowledge, and undoubted experience ; and chofe
to promulgate the method propofed for alleviating
the load of the national debt, that the public,
in knowing the particulars of the fcheme , might
have time to confider them at leifure, and ftart
fuch objections as fhould: occur to their refle@ion,
belore it might be too late to adopt amendments.
He obferved ; that nothing could more clearly de-
monftrate the vigor of public credit, and the augmen-
tation of national commerce, than the price of ftock,

which bad within three years rifen to a very confider-
able increafe ; and the duties on imports, which
in nine months bad added one million to the
{inking fund , notwithRanding a very extraordinary
fum which had been paid as bounties for exported
corn, He c"pltrrd great tendernefs and regard
for the interefis of thole who had advanced their mo-
ney for the fervice of the government; declaring,
that bis aim was to contrive a fair , honel, and
equitable method for leffening the national incum-
ber ances, by lowering the mtelcﬂ , conformable to
p;.rhun*c:“?,axy faith, and agreeable to the rules of
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eternal juftice. His plan was accordingly communi-
cated, canvafled, and approved in the Houfe of
Commons, and an act paffed forreducing the intereft
of the funds which conftitute the national debt * ‘In

* The refolutions of the Contmons on this head were printed
by authority in the London Gazette , fignifying, That thofe
whowere, orfhould be , proprictors of any part of the public
dcbt, redeemable by law, incurred before Michaelmas, in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and forty-nine, carrying
an intereft of four per centum per annum, who fthould , on
or before the twenty -eighth day of February in that year,
fubfcribe their names, [gnifying their confent to accept of
an intereft of three pounds per centum, to commence from the
twenty-fifth day of December , in the year one thoufand feven
hundred and fifty - feven , fubjet to the fame provifions,
natices , and claufes of redemption, to which their refpective
fums at four per centum were then liable, fhould, in lieu of
their prefent intereft, be entitled to four per centum till the
twenty-fifth day of December in the year one thoufand feven
bundred and fifty ; and after that day, to three pounds ten
ihillings per centum per annum, till the twenty-fifth day of
December one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-feven; and
no part of that debt , except what was due to the Eaft-India
company , fhould be redeemable to this period : That if zny
part of the national debt, incurred before laft Michaelmas ,
redeemable by law, and carrying an intereft of four per centum,
fhould remain unfublcribed on or befure the thirtieth day of
May, the government fhould pay off the principal. For this
purpofe his Majefty was enabled to borrow of any perfon or
perfons, bodies politic or cerporate, any fum or fums of
money not exceeding that part of the national debt which
might remain unfubfcribed , to-be charged on the finking fund,
upon any terms not exceeding the rate of intereft in the fore-
going propolal.

All the dudies appropriated to the payment of the intereft
wete {iill continued, and the furplus of thefe incorporated with
the finking fund for the difcharge of the principal. Books were
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purfuance of this act, for thereducion of the intereft,
the greater part of the creditors complied with the
terms propofed, and fubfcribed their refpective an-
nuities before the end of February ; buc the three
great companies at firlt kept aloof, and refuled to
fubfcribe any part of their capital.

§ XXXIII About the middle of March the Com-
mons ordered the proper officers to lay before them
an account of the fums which had been fubfcribed,
and thefe were taken into confideration by a commit-
tee of the whole Houfe. It was then that Vir. Pelham,
as chancellor of the Exchequer, obferved, That,
befides the debts due to the three great companies in
their corporate capacity, all the reft, carrying four per
centum intereft, had been fubfcribed, except about
eight or nine millions, the proprietors of which had
forfeited the favor defigned them by parliament:
but as many of thefe had been mifled by evil coun-
fellors, who perhaps were more intent on dilfirefling
the government, than folicitous to ferve their friends;
and as many were foreigners, refiding beyond fea,
who had not time to take proper advice, and give
the neceffary infiructions; and as thefe could not
poflibly be diftinguithed from fuch as refufed to
{ubfcribe from mere obftinacy or difaffection, it might
be thought cruel to take the moft rigorous advantage
of the forfeiture they had incurred. With refped to
the proprietors of the flock or capital belonging to
the three great companies , he afferted, that many of

opened for the fubfcription at the Exchequer, the Bank of
England, and the South-Sea houfe; and copies of thefe refo-

lutions tranfmitted to the directors of all the monied cor-
porations.
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them would willingly have fubfcribed their proper-
ties within the time limited,, but were neceffarily ex-
cluded by the majority on the ballot; and as it was
equally impoflible to know thofe who were againft
the queftion on the ballot, he thought that fome
tendernels was due even to the proprictors of thofe
three companies: his opinion, therefore, was, that
they and the uncomplying annuitants fhould be in-
dulged with further time to complete their fubfecrip-
tion; but, in order to preferve the authority of par.
liament , and therefpe@ due to that auguft affembly,
they ought not to be gratified with fuch advan.
tageous terms as were allowed to the annuitants who
at firft chearfully complied with the propofals offered
by the legiflature. For thefe reafons he propofed,
That although the term of fubfcribing fhould be pro-
tracted till the thirtieth day of May, the encourage-
ment of three pounds ten fhillings per centum per
annum fhould not be continued to the fecond {ubfcri-
bers longer than till the fifth day of December, in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-five.
The propofal being approved, a bill was framed for
this purpofe, as well as for redeeming fuch annuities
as fhould not be fubfcribed, which paffed through
both Hounfes, and was enad@ed into a law, after
baving received an additional claufe, empowering
the Eaft-India Company, in cafe they fhould fubfcribe
all their ftock bearing an intereft of four per centum,
to borrow , with the confent of the Trealury, any
fums not exceeding four millions two hundred thou-
fand pounds, after the feveral rates of intereft before
propofed to be paid by the public, and one million
more at three per centum per annum. They were alfo
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vefted with a power to raife money by bonds, as
formerly; yet fo as the whole, including the annui-
ties, Mhould not exceed what they were by former
acts empowered to borrow. The objections to the
execution of this project, which by many were deem-
ed infurmountable , entirely vanifhed before the
fortitude, perfeverance , and caution of the minifter
who bad fecured, among the moneyed men of the
nation, the promife of fuch{ums as would have been
fufficient to pay off the capital belonging to thofe
creditors who might refufe to accept the intereft thus
reduced. The fecond fubfcription had the defired
effect. The three great companies acquiefced , and
their example was followed by the other fcrupu-
lous annuitants: the national burden was confort-
ably lightened, and the finking fund confiderably
increafed , without producing the leaft perplexity or
difturbance in the commonwealth ; a circum{tance
that could ot fail to excite the admiration and envy
of all Chriftendom.

§ XXXIV. The mutiny-bill for the enluing year
was mitigated with an effential alteration, relating
to the oath of fecrecy impofed upon the members of
every court-martial, who were now releafed from
this referve if required to give evidence , by due
courfe of law , in any court of judicature ; and where-
as, by the former mutiny-bill, a general was empow-
ered to order the revifal of any fentence by a court-
mnrtiz}] as often as he pleafed, and, on that pretence, to
keep in confinement a man who had been acquitted
upon afair trial, it was now enacted, That no fentence
pronounced by any court.martial, and figned by
the prefident, fhould be more than once liable to
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revifal. Colonel George Townfhend, fon of Lord
Vifcount Townlhend, who had equally diftinguifhed
himfelf by his civil and military accomplifhments,
propofed another claule, for preventing any non-
commiffioned officer’s being broke, orreduced into
the ranks ; or any foldier’s being punithed, but by
the fentence of a court-martial. He gave the Houfe
to underftand , that certain perfons attended at the
door, who from the ftation of non-commiflioned
officers had been broke, and reduced into theranks,
without trial, or any caufe affigned ; and he expati-
ated not only upon the iniquity offuch proceedings,
but alfo upon the danger of leaving fuch arbitrary
power in the hands of any individual officer. A
warm debate was the confequence of this motion,
which however, was over-ruled by the majority.

§ XXXV. Among other regulations made in the
courfe of this feffion for the encouragement of the
Briti(h manufactures, a large duty was laid upon
Irith fail-cloth, which being fold at an under-price ,
was found to interferre with the fame fpecies of com-
modity fabricated in the ifland of Great-Britain ; and,
for the further benefit of thislaft, the bounty upon
the exportation of it, which had been deducted
from a defe@tive fund, was now made payable out
of the Cuftoms. Thismeafure, however, was not
of fuch importance to the nation as the adt which
they paffed for encouraging the importation of pig
and bar iron from the Britifh colonies in North-
America. Every well-wiiher to his country reflec-
ted with concern on the nature of the Britifh trade
with Sweden, from which kinsdom the fubje&s of
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than all the other countriesin Europe. For this ar.
ticle they paid a very great balance inready money,
which the Swedes again expended in puxch.lfmg
from the French , and other mercantile powers, thofe
neceflaries and fuperfluitics, with which they might
have been as cheaply furnifhed by Great-Britain. In
the mean time, the Englifh colonies in America were
reftricted by fevere duties from making advantage of
their own produce, in exchanging their iron for fuch
commodities as they were under the neceffity of pro-
curing from their mother-country. Such reftriction
was not only a cruel grievance upon our own fettle-
ments, butalfo attended with manifelt prejudice to
the intereft of Great-Britain, annually drained of great
fums, in favor of an ungrateful nation, from which
no part of them returned ; whereas the iron imported
from America muft of neceffity come in exchange for
our own manufactures. The Commons havmq ap-
pointed a day for taking this affair into confidera-
tion, carefully examined into the flate of the Britifh
commerce carried on with Sweden, as well as into the
accounts of iron imported from the plantations in
America; and a committee of the whole Houfe having
refolved, That the duties on American pig and bar-
iron fhould be removed, a bill * was broughtin for

* The moft remarkable circumflance attending the progrefls

of this blil, which made its way through both Houfes, and
obtained the royal affent, was the number of contradictery
petitions in favor and in prejudice of it, while it remained
under confideration. The tanners of leather in and about the
town of Sheffield, in Yorkfhire , reprefented, That if the
bill fhould pafs, the Englifh iron would be under (,‘!, con-
fequently a gleat number of furnaces and forges would be dift
continued : in that cafe the woods ufed for fuel would ftand
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that purpofe , containing a claufe, however, to
prevent his Majelty’s fubj._ﬂs from making fteel, and

uncut, and the tanners be deprived of oak-bark fufficient for
the continuznce and fupport of their occupation.  They never.
thelefs owned , that {hould the duty be removed from pig-iron
only, no {'uch confequence could be apprehended ; becanfe,
fhould the number of furnaces be leffened, that of forges
would beincreafed. This waslikewife the plea urged in divers
remonftrances by mafters of iron.works, gentlemen, and free-
holders, who had tracts of wood-land in their poffeflion. The
owners, proprietors , and farmers of furnaces and iron-forges,
belonging to Sheffield and its neighbouthood , enlarged upon
the great expenfe they had incurred in erecting and {upporting
iron-works , by means of which great rumbers of his Majefty’s
{ubjects were confortably fupported. They exprefled their
apprehenfion, that fhould the bill pafs into a law, it could
not in any degree leffen the confumption of Swedith iron,
which was vfed for purpefes which neither the American nor
Britifh iron would anfwer: but that the propofed encourage-
ment, confidering the plenty and cheapnefs of wood in
America, would enable the colonies to underfell the Britith
iron, abranch of traffic which would be totally deftroyed , to
the n_ in of many thoufand laborers, who would be compeiled
to feek their livelihood in foreign countries. They likewife
fuggefted , that if all the iron-manufacturers of Great-Britain
fhould be obliged to depend upon a fupply of iron from the
plantations , which muft ever be rendered precarious by the
hazard of the feas and the enemy, the manufactures would
probably decay for want of materials, and many thoufand
families be reduced to want and mnmy. On the other hand,
the iron-mongers and {miths belonging to the flourifhing town
of Birmingham, in Warwickfhire , prefented a petition, de-
claring, That the bill wonld be of great benefit to the trade of
the nation, as it would enable the colonifts to make larger
returns of their own produce, and encourage them to take a
greater quantity of the Britith mannfactures. They affirmed,
that all the iron.works in the ifland of Great.Britain did not
fupply half the quantity of that metal fufficient to carry on the
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eltablithing mills for {litting and rolling iron within
the Britifh colonies of America; this precaution being
taken, that the colonilts might not interfere with the
manufactures of their mother-country.

§ XXXVI. The next commercial improvement,
of which we fhall take notice, was the bill for the
encouragement of the Britifh white-herring and cod-
fitheries. This was likewife the refult of mature deli
beration, importing, That a bounty of thirty fhil.
lings per ton {hould be granted, and paid out of the
cultoms , to all new veflels from twenty to fourfcore
tons burden, which [hould be built for that purpofe,
and acually employed in the filhery : That a {ociety
fhould be incorporated, under the name of the Free
Britith Fithery, by a charter, not exclafive, with
power to raife a capital not exceeding five hup-
dred thoufand pounds; and that three pounds ten
fhillings per centum per annum fhould be granted
and paid out of the Cuftoms to the proprietors
manufacture; thatif this deficiency could be fupplied from the
colonies in America, the importation would ceale, and con-
fiderable fums of money be faved to the nation. They obs
ferved , that the importation of iron from America could no
more affect the iron-works and freeholders of the kingdom thaa
the like quantity imported from any other country; but they
prayed that the people of America might be reftrained from
erecting flitting or rolling mills, or forges for plating iron, as
they would interfere with the manufactures of Great. Britain.

Many remontftrances to the fame effect were prefent=d from
different parts of the kingdom; and it appeared, wnon the
moft exact inquiry, that the encouragement of American iron
would prove extremely beneficial to the kingdom , asit had
been found, upon trial, applicable to all the ufes of Swedith iron,
and as good in every refpect as the produce of that count Yo
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for fourteen years, for fo much of the capital as
fhould be actually employed in the faid ffheries.
Correfponding chambers were propofed to be
erected in remote parts of North-Britain, for taking
in fubfcriptions, and profecuting the trade, under
the diretions of the company at London :
and the nation in general feemed eager to difs
pute this branch ofi commerce with the fubjes
of Holland, whom they confidered as ungrate-
ful interlopers. In the Houfe of Peers, however,
the bill met with a formidable oppofition from the
Earl of Winchelfea and Lord Sandys, who jufily
obferved, Thatit wasa crude, indigefted fcheme,
which , in the execution, would never anfwer the
expectations of the people. Thatin contending with
the Dutch, who are the patterns of unwearied in-
duftry, and the moft rigid economy; nothing
could be more abfurd than a joint-Rock company ,
which is always clogged with extraordinary ex-
penfe : and the refolution of fitting out veffels at
the port of London, where 2ll forts of materials,
labor, and feamen are fo much dearer than in any
other part of the united kingdom, exclufive of the
great diftance and dangerous voyage between the
metropolis and the Sound of Braffa in Shetland, the
rendez-vous at which all the herring-bufles were to
affemble in the beginning of the fifhing feafon. They
likewife took notice of the heavy duty on falt, ufed
in curing the fifh for fale, and the beef for provifion
to the mariners; a circumftance of itfelf fufficient to
difcourage adventurers from embarking in a com-

merce which, at beft, yields but very flender profits
Vor. V.
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to the trader in particular , how important foever it
might prove to the community in general. Thefe
objections were anfwered by the Duke of Argyle
and the Earl of Granville , who feemed to think that
this branch of trade could not be fairly fet on foot,
without fuch a confiderable fum of money as no
fingle individual would care to advance; that a
joint-fock company would besable to profecute the
fifhery at a fmaller expenfe than that which |parti.
cular traders muft neceflarily incur; that cthe prefeat
fpirit of the nation, which was eagerly bent upon
trying the experiment, ought not to be baulked by
delay, left it (hould evaporate; and that though
the plan was not unexceptionable, the defeds of it
might in the fequel be remedied by the legiflature,
In a word, the bill was adopted by the majority,
with a fmall amendment in the title, which produced
fome difquiets in the Lower-Houfe : but this difpute
was compromifed, and it was enacted into a law
towards the clofe of the feflion. Nothing could be
more agreeable to the public than the fanction of
the legiflature to this favorite plan, which was ar-
dently promoted , and patronized by men of the
greate(l eminence for wealth and popularity. The
company chofe for their governor the Prince of
Woales, who received this proof of their attachment
and refpeét with particular marks of fatisfaction : the
prefident and vice-prefident were both aldermen of
London; and the council was compofed of thirty
gentlemen, the majority of whom were members of
parliament. Great pains were taken, and fome arti-
fice was ufed , to learn the Dutch method of curing
the filh. People crowded with their fubfcriptions; a
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number of hands were employed in building and
equipping the buffes or velfels ufed in the fifhery;
aod the moft favorable confequences were expected
from the general vigor and alacrity which animated
thefe preparations. Bur the fuccefs did not gratify the
fanguine hopes of the projectors and adventurers.
The objections made in the Houfe of Lords foon
appeared to have been well founded : thefe co-oper-
ating with mifmanagement in the directors, the {pirit
of the company began to flag, the natural confe.
quences of commercial difappointment, and now
the Britifh fithery feems to languifh under the ne-
glet of the legiflature.

§ XXXVIIL. Touching the trade to the coaflt of
Africa, petitions were renewed by the company and
its creditors, the merchants of Briltol, Liverpool,
and Lancafter; and a remonftrance was prefented
by the plantersand merchants interefied in the Bricifh
fugar - fettlements In America : but the Commons
adhered to their former refolutions of laying open
the trade, maintaining the forts at the public ex-
penfe, and regulating the commerce by 2 commit-
tee of merchants, reprefenting the chief trading
towns in the kingdom, to be fuperintended by the
board of trade and plantations, The bill was accord-
ingly framed and prefented, and having proceeded
through both Houfes withont oppofition, obtained
the royal alfent. Over and above thefe wife, falu-
tary, and patriotic meafures for the improvement
of commerce, they encouraged the importation of
raw {ilk by an a&, reducing the duties formerly
payable on that which was the growth of China to

F 2




BEOOK

i,
E750s

68 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

the fame that is raifed on the raw filk from Italy,
and allowing the fame drawback upon the expor-
tation-of the one which bad been ufually granted
on the other. A fecond bill was brought in for
the encouragement of the growth and culture of
filk in Carolina and Georgia, where it had been
lately produced with extraordinary fuccefs, by
freeing from all duties that which (hould be 1m-
orted from his Majefty’s dominions in America:
and a third was framed, permitting raw 'k of
the growth or produce of Perfia, purchafed in
Rufiia, to be imported into Great-Britain, from
any port or place belonging to the empire of Ruffia.
Divers efforts were made , by different members in
the oppofition, to redify certain abufes i the
army and adminiftration : fome bills were brought
in, and feveral petitions were left on the table;
but all of them proved abortive, from the power
and influence of the minifter, who feemed reflolv-
ed that no benefit thould flow upon the nation
through any channel but his own. Neverthelefs,
it muft be acknowledged, for the honor of his
memory , that there is no feflion on record fo pro-
dudtive as this was of meafures advantageous to
the community.

§ XXXVIIL. The people, however, were not
entirely fatisfied with the conduct of the adminil-
tration , if we may judge from the ferment and
commotions raifed during the progrefs of an elec-
tion for a citizen to reprefent the city of Welt-
minifter in parliament. The feat which had been
filled by Lord Trentham, eldeft fon of Earl Gower,
having become vacant, in confequence of that noble-
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man’s accepting a place at the board of Admiralty ,
he again declared himfelfa candidate, and met with
a violent oppofition. Thofe, who ftyled themfelves
theindependent cletors of Weftminlter, being now
incenfed to an uncommon degree of turbulence by
the interpofition of minifterial influence, determined
to ufe their utmoft endeavours to baffle the defigns
of the court, and at the fame time take vengeance on
the family of Earl Gower, who had entirely aban.
doned the oppofition, of which he was formerly one
of the moft refpedted leaders. With this view they
held confultations, agreed to refolutions, and fetup
a private gentleman, named Sir George Vandeput,
asthe competitor of Lord Trentham, declaring that
they wonld fupport his pretenfions at their own ex-
penfe, being the more encouraged to this enterprife
by the countenance and affiftance of the Prince of
Wales and his adherents. They accordingly opened
houfes of entertainment for their partifans, folicited
votes , circulated remonfirances , and propagated
abufe: in aword, they canvafled, with furprifing
fpirit and perfeverance, againft the whole intereft of
St. James’s. Mobs were hired and proceffions made
on both fides, and the city of Weftminfter was filled
with tumult and uproar. The mutual animofity of
the parties feemed every day to increafe during the
ele@ion, and a great number of unqualified votes
were prefented on both fides: all the powers of infi-
nuation, obloquy, and ridicule were employed to
vilify and depreciate both candidates. At length the
poll being clofed, a majority of votes appeared in be-
halfof Lord Trentham: buta fcrutiny being demand-
F3
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ed by the other fide, the returning officer complied
b their requeft. The Speaker of the Lower Houfe
had ifTued his warrant for anew writ of election about
the middle of November; and towards the end of
Febiuary Mr. Fox, fecretary at war {tanding up,
and obferving that no reiurn had yet been made,
thought proper to move, That the clerk of thc
crown ,! the meflenger extraordinary attending the
greatfeal , the undcx-ﬁ')euﬂ of Middlefex, and the
high-bailiff of Weltminfter, fhould attend next mor-
ning, and givean accountof their iffuing, delivering,
and executing the writ ofelection. Thefe being ex-
amined, and the high-bailiff declaring that he would
proceed with all poffible difpatch in the fcrutiny,
which had been demanded and was begun , Mr.
'*’y eaker explained to him fome particulars ofhis duty;
in the difcharge of which, be was given to underftand
he might de gf:nd upon the pr rotection of the Houfe,
fhould he meet with any obfiruction which he could
not otherwifle furmount. L; the violence and caprice
with which a great number of votes were contefted
on both fides, the ferutiny was _mon acted a long
time , and the returnattended with fome extraordi-
nary conlequences, which (hall be particularized
among the tranfactions of the next year. 1othe mean
time , the frcfent fc{lion of parliament was clofed on
the twelfth day of April, with a fpecch from the
throne, com e:"e'u‘?rr'thc Commons for having feized
I ery firlt opportunity of reducing the intereft of
the national debt , without the leald infringement
upon the faith of p pachiament; and congra-.‘.;ﬁating
them on the flourilhing Rate of the public credit ,
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which could not fail to add firength and reputation C H A P.
to the government, both at home and abroad. Im- L
mediately after the rifing of the parliament his Ma- 7%
jefty appointed a regency to govern the kingdom
in his abfence, and embarked for the continent, in
order to vifit his German dominions.

§ XXXIX. The month of Janvary and the be-
4 ginning of February were diftinguifhed, the firlt day
i by a very remarkable Aurora Borealis, appearing at
o night to the north-eaft, of a deep and dulky red
color, like the reflection of fome great fire, for which
it was by many people miftaken; and the corrufca-
tions, unlike thofe that are generally obferved, did
; not meet in the zenith, but in a point fome degrees
K to the fouthward. February was ufhered in by ter-
rible peals of thunder, flafhes of lightning, and fuch
a tempelt of wind, hail, and rain, as overwhelmed
with fear and confternation the inhabitants of Briftol
where it chiefly raged. On the cighth day of the fame
month, betwecen twelve and one in the afternoon,
the people of London were (till more dreadfully
alarmed by the fhock of an earthquake, which
fhook all the houfes with fuch violence, that the
furniture rocked oo the floors, the pewter and por-
celaine rattled on the fhelves, the chamber- bells
. rang, and the whole of this commotion was attended
with a clap or noife refembling that produced by
the fall of fome heavy piece of-furniture. The
fhock extended through the cities of London and
Weltminfter, and was felc on both fides the niver
Thames , from Greenwich to the weftward of
London ; but not perceptible at any confiderabie
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diftance. On the very fame day of the next month,
between five and f{ix o’clock in the morning, the
inhabitants of the metropolis were again affrighted
by a fecond fhock, more violent than the ficft, and
abundantly more alarming, as it waked the greater
part of the people from their repofe. It was pre-
ceded by a fucceffion of thick low flafhes of light-
ning, and a rumbling noife, like that of a heavy
carriage rolling over a hollow pavement. The fhock
itfell confified of repeated vibrations, which lafied
fome feconds , and violently fhook every houfe from
top to bottom. Again the chairs rocked, the fhelves
clattered, the fmall bells rang, and in fome places
public clocks were heard to frike. Many perfons
roufed by this terrible vifitation, ftarted naked from
their beds, and ran to their doors and windows n
diftraction : yet no life was Ioft, and no houfe
overthrown by this concuffion, though it was fo
dreadful as to threaten an immediate diffolution of
the globe. The circumftance , however, did not
fail to make a deep impreffion upon ignorant,
weak , and fuperftitious minds, which were the
more affeted by the confideration that the two
fhocks were periodical ; that the fecond , which
happened exactly one mouth after the firfh , had been
the more violent; and that the next, increafing in
proportion, might be attended with the moft difmal
confequences. This general notion was confirmed
and indeed propagated , amone all ranks of people,
by the admonitions of 2 fanatic Toldier, who publicly
‘preached up repentance, and boldly prophefied that
the next fhock would happen on the fame day of
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April, and totally deltroy the cities of London and
Weltminfter. Confidering the infe@ious nature of
fear and fuperflition, and the emphatic manner in
which the imagination had been prepared and pre-
poffeffed, it was no wonder that the prediction of
this illiterate enthufiaft fhould have contributed in a
great meafure to augment the general terror. The
churches were crowded with penitent finners: the
{ons of riot and profligacy were over-awed into fo-
briety and decorum. The fireets no longer refound-
ed with execrations, orthe noife of brutal licentiouf-
nefs; and the hand of charity was liberally opened.
Thofe, whom fortune had enabled to retire from the
devoted city, fled to the country with hurry and
precipitation, infomuch that the highways were in-
cumbered with hoifesand carriages. Many who had,
in the beginning , combated thefe groundlefs fears
with the weapons ofreafon and ridicule, began in-
fenfibly to imbibe the contagion, and felt their hearts
fail, in proportion as the hour of probation approach-
ed : even fcience and philofophy were not proof
againft the unaccountable effects of this communica-
tion. Inafter-agesit will hardly bebelieved, thaton
the evening of the eighth day of April the open fields
that {kirt the metropolis were filled with an incredible
number of people, affembled in chairs , in chaifes,
and! coaches, as well as on foot, who waited
in the moft fearful fufpenfe until morning and the
return of day difproved the truth of the dreaded pro-
phecy. Then their fears vanifhed : they returned
to their refpecive habitations in a tranfport of joy 5
and were foon reconciled to their abandoned vices,
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which they feemed to refime with redoubled affec.
tion. and once more bade defiance to the vengeance
of heaven.

§ XL. By this time all the oaolsin England were
flled with the refufe of the army and navy, which
having been dilmiffed at the peace, and either averfe

to labor erexcinded from employment, had natural-
ly pr-‘.'\'C"i '\';ﬁ}')n ‘.""i'. 'JEHUT'?‘)‘.V?:HILIJ Gt’C.’it nuim bC]’S
of thofe wreiches who, by proper regulations, might
have been rendered ferviceable to the community ,
were executed as examples; and the reft perifhed
miferably , amdit the {tench and horvors of noifome
dungeons. LEven the prifon of Newgate was render-
ed {o infecrious by the uncommon crowds of confined
felons, ftowed together in clofe apartments, that the
very air they breathed acquired a peftilential degree
of putrefaction. It was this putrified air, which,
adhering ro the clothes of che malefactors brought to
trizl at the bar of the Old-Bailey in May , produced
among the audience a peftilential fever, which in-
fe@ed and proved fatal (o the lord-mayor of London,
to one alderman, two of the judges, divers lawyers
who attended the feffion, the greatelt part of the
jury , and a confiderable number of the fpectators.
In order to prevent fuch difafiers for the future, the
gaols were cleanfed , and accommodated with ven-
tilators, which exhau(t the foul and fupply a circu-
lation of frefh air; and other humane precautions
were taken for the benefit of the prifoners.

§ XLI. The affairs of the continent underwent
no remarkable alteration. An ambaflador extra-
ordinary being fent to Peterfburgh from the court
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of London, declared tothe Czarina’s minifter, that
in cafe of a rupture between Ruffia and Sweden,
occafioned by the hoftlities committed by the for-
mer power , his Britannic Majefly would confider
Ruflia as the aggreffor, and the Czarina could not
expect that he would fupply her with the fuccours
which he was engaged by treaty to furnifh for her de-
fence, 1n cafe fhe thould be attacked. A declaration of
the fame nature was made by the ambaffador of her
Imperial Majefty the Queen of Hungary, while the
minifters of France and Pruffia, who were in firi
alliance with Sweden, gave hertounderftand, that
they would puncually fulfil their engagements with
the court of Stockholm, fhould fhe actually invade
the Swedifh territories of Finland. The {pirit with
which the King of Pruffia exerted himfelf on this
occafion gave infinite umbrage to the Czarina, who
indeed , expreffed her refentment, by treating the
minifter of Brandenburgh with contemptuous
neglet, and even refufed to favor him with an
audience, till he fhould be velted with the charac-
ter of ambaflador. Thus were fown the feeds of
mifunderftanding between thofe two powers, which
in the fequel, grew upto the moft bitter animofity,
and ferved to inflime thofe diffenfions which have
defolated the faireft provinces of Germany. The
remonfirance of his Pruffian Majelty with refpe&®
to the troubles of the North was couched in fuch
terms as gave diffatisfaction to the coust of Peter-
burgh. The Rullian winifter retired from
Berlin without the ceremony of taking leave,
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B8 00k and the Pruffian ambaffador Warendorf was recal-
i1, led from the court of the Czarina.

750. § XLII. The attention of his Britannic Majefly
was not wholly engroffed by the difputes between

Ruffia and Sweden. He had another object in view,

which more nearly concerned the intereft of his
German dominions; and had fet on foot two nego-
ciations of the utmoft importance to the commerce

and advantage of Great-Britain. His firft and prin-

cipal aim was, in conjun&ion with the court of Vi-

enna, to take fuch meafures as would fecure the
fucceflion of the Imperial dignity to the Archduke
Jofeph, eldeft fon and heir to the reigning Emperor.

As the previous ftep to that elevation, it was pro-

pofed to elect this young prince King of the Romans;;

and for this purpofe it was neceflary to procure a ma-

jority not only ofthe electors, but alfo in the diet of

the empire, through which the propofal muft have

pafled. No ftone was lefc unturned to reconcile this
expedient to the German princes. Subfidies were
offered by the maritime powers of England and the
States-General to the Elecors of Mentz and Cologn;

and a treaty of the fame nature was concluded with

the Elector of Bavaria, who, in confideration ofan

annual fubfidy ,amounting to forty thoufand pounds
fterling, two thirds to be paid by Britain, and the reft

by the States.General, engaged to keepin readinefsa

body of fix thoufand infantry, as auxiliaries to the
Maritime Powers, though not to a& againft the Em-

peror or empire; and to join the intereft of his Bri-

tannic Majefty in the diet, as well as in the elec.
toral college. In order to render the King of Poland,
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Eletar of Saxony, propitious to this defign, he was
accommodated with the loan of a very confider-
able fum, upon the mortgage of certain bailiwicks
and lordfhips belonging to the Saxon dominions.
Thus, a majoriry of the electors was fecured, and
fuch foundations were laid for the fuccels of this
proied, that it was generally believed it would be
accomplithed in his Britaonic Majefty’s next vifit
to his Germaa dominions. Hopes, it was faid,
were given to the King of Sweden, that his con-
currence would be gratified by ere&ing the houfe
of Helfe-Caflel, of which he was head, into atenth
electorate. Arguments of an interefting nature
were ufed with the King of Pruffia, and the Elec-
tor Palatine, that if poflible, the diet might unan-
imoufly approve of this meafure, fo neceflary for
eftablifhing the peace of the empire, and preventing
fuch troubles as arofe from a difputed fucceffion at
the death of Charles the Sixth. Thefe endeavours,
however, did not fucceed in their full extent.

§ XLIII. The King of Pruffia, as Ele®or of
Brandenburgh, oppofed the election as unneceffary
and improper, on account of the health and vigor
of the reigning emperor, and the tender years of
the Archduke. This monarch had fet himfelf up as
a balance to the power of the Houfe of Aufiria,
which had long afpired toabfolute dominion over
its co-eftates,and endeavoured to eltablith a here-
ditary right of fucceflion to the empire: he,
therefore, employed all his mfluence to fruftrate
the meafure propofed, either actuated by a Ipirit
of pure patriotifm , or infpired with defigns which
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he had not yet thought proper to declare. The
oppofition was joined by the Elector Palatine,
and countenanced by the French King; who, pro-
tefted , that, for the fake of peace, he would not
oppefe this ele@ion, though contrary to the Gol-
den Bull, provided it fhould be confirmed by the
unanimous confent of the electoral college: but,
fhould any one member fignify his diffent, and he
or any ftate of the empire claim the protection and
afliftance of his Molt Chriltian Majelty, he could
not difpenfe with granting both, in confequence
of his being guarantee of the treaty of Welt-
phalia; an engagement by which he was cbliged
to fuccour thofe princes and ftates of the empire
who might have recourfe to him, in cafe of any
grievance they fuffered, contrary to what was [
pulated in that conftitution. This declaration co-
operating with the known charadter of his Pruflian
Majefty , whofe great army over-awed Hanover
and Bohemia; in all probability damped that
vigor with which the Courts of Vienna and
Herrenhaufen had hitherto profecuted this import-
ant negociation.

XLiV. The fecond object that employed the
attention of the Britifh miniftry was the eftablith-
ment of the precife limits of Acadia, or Nova-Scotia,
where the new colony had fuffered great mifchief
and interruption from the incurfions of the Indians,
excited to thefe outrages by the fubjects and
emiffaries of France. Commiffaries had been ap-
pointed, ‘by both crowns, to meet at Paris, and
compromife thefe difputes: but the conferences were
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rendered abortive by every art of cavilling, chica-
nery, and procraftination , which the French com.
millioners oppoled to the juftice and perfpicuity of
the Englifh claims. They not only mifinterpreted
treaties , though expreffed with the utmoft preci-
fion, ;md p-;‘nph,xed the conferences with difficulties
and matter foreign to the fubjed, but they carried the
finefle of perfidy fofar as to produce falfe charts and
maps of the country , in which the riversand boun-
daries were mifplaced and miflreprefented. At this
time alfo the infincerity of the French court appeared
in affected delays and artful objections , with refpect
to the evacuation of the neutral iflands in the Welt-
Indies ; and the governors ofthe Britifh plantations,
in different parts of North-America, tranfmitted in-
telligence, that the French had begun to make en-
croachments on the back of the Englifh colonies.

§ XLV. Perhaps the precarious {ootmg on which
the peace ftood between Great-Britain and France
at this juncture, and the critical fitnation of affairs in
Germany , determined the nnm[;ry of England
to compromife all differences with Spain, upen fuch
terms as at any other time ‘:hey would hardly have
embraced. Inorder to difcufs thofe points between
the twonations,, which had not been fettled by the
treaty of Aix-la- Chapelle, conferences were alfo
begun at Madrid, and carried on by Mr. Keene,
plenipotentiary of bis Britannic [Viajefty, and Don
Jofeph de Carvajal and Lancafiro, the Spanifh King’s
minifter. At length a treaty was concluded on
thefe conditions: The King of Spain engaged to
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pay, in three months to the South-Sea company of
England one hundred thoufand pounds fterling, as
an indemnification for all claims upon his crown,
by virtue of the Affiento. In other refpedts, the
trade and navigation of the Englilh to the ports
of Spain were regulated by former treaties. It was
ftipulated, That they fhould pay no other duties
than thofe that were exacted of them in the reign
of Charles II. of Spain : That they fhould be treated
on the footing of the moft favored nations ; and con-
tinue to enjoy the privilege of taking falt at the ifland
of Tortuga. But there was no article reftricting the
Spanifh guarda-coftas from fearching the Britifh
veflels on the high feas; although, as we have
already obferved, thisinfolent prerogative, affumed
without right , and exercifed without humanity,
was, in effe@, the original and fole caufe of the
Iate rupture, which had been attended with fuch
enormous expenfe to the nation. It mult be owned,
however , that his Catholic Majelty was at this
period extremely well difpofed to live upon good
terms with Great-Britain. He was refolved to in-
dulge his people with the bleflings of peace, to
propagate a {pirit of induftry throughout his demi-
nions, and in particular to encourage commerce,
which he forefaw would prove a much more cer-
tain and inexhauftible fource of wealth , power,
and influence, than all the treafures he could drain
from the mines of Vlexicoand Peru. Hisrefolutions
on this interefting fubjec were chiefly directed by
Don Ricardo Wall, who now acted as his minilter

at
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at London; a gentleman of Irifh extra&, who had
diftinguifhed himfelf in the field as well as in the
cabinet, and poflefled the joint qualifications of a
general and a ftatefman. He had, by virtue of a
paflport, come over privately to England before
the peace, in order to pave the way for the treaty,
by a {ecret negociation with the Englith minifters ;
but, immediately after the peace was proclaimed,
he appeared in the chara&er of ambaffador. He was
pofleifed of the moft infinuating addrefs, fhrewd,
penetrating, and inquifitive. While he refided in
London, he fpared no pains io learning the nature
of thofe manufactures, and that commerce, by
which Great-Britain had been fo remarkably ag.
grandized ; and on his return to Spain, where in a
little time he was placed at the helm of affairs, he
turned the knowledge he had thus acquired to the
advantage of his country. He not only promoted

the ufeful arts within the kingdom of Spain, but

demonftrated the infinite advantage that would ac-
crue from an active trade, which the Spaniards had
for many ages neglected; and in a few years their
{hips were feen to {warm in all the commercial ports
of Europe. Of other foreign events which diftin-
guifhed this fummer, the moft remarkable was the
death of John King of Portugal , who perfedly un-
derftood, and fteadily purfued, the true interefts
of his country, and in whom many princely quali-
ties were debafed by - cruel {pirit of bigotry and
fuperftition. He was fucceeded by his eldeft fon

- Jofeph, who, if he has fallen fhort of his father in

Vor. V. G
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B0 o k fome refpe@s, cannot be juftly charged with hay.

111,
1750

ing inherited this paternal weaknefs.

XLVI The King of Great-Britain having re-
turned to England opened the {effion of parliament
in January with a fpecch, importing, That he had
concluded a treaty with the King of Spain, and ami-
cably adjufted fuch differences as could not be {o
properly compromifed in a general treaty : That the
commerce of this nation with that country was re-
eftablifhed upon the molt advantageous and fure
foundations: and that there was the greateft reafon
to hope the ancient friendfhip between Great-Britain
and Spain would, from mutual inclination as well as
interelt, be now effe@ually reftored. He told them,
that, in conjunétion with the Emprefs - Queen and
the States- General, he had concluded a treaty with
the Elector of Bavaria: and was employed in taking
fuch further meafures as might belk tend to ftrengthen

e
<

and fecure the tranquillity of the empire, fupport
its fyftem, and timely anticipate fuch events as had
been found by experience to endanger the common
caufle, involve Europe in the calamities of war, and
occafion the lofs of much blood and trealure to
thefe kingdoms. He promifed, that both thefe trea-
ties (hould be fubjected to their perufal: he gave
them to underftand, that he had received from all
the other contradting powers in the definitive treaty
of Aix-la- Chapelle the moft full and clear declara-
tions of cheir refolution to preferve the general peace;
and that he had taken care to confolidate the ties
of union and friendfhip  between him and his allies,
the better to fecure their mutyal interefts, maintain

T SN (o St



GEORGE IL 83

the peace already fubfifting, and prevent the occa-
fion of amy future rupture. Finally , bhe recom-
mended unanimity, the improvement of commerce,
and the effectual fuppreffion of fuch outrages and
violences as are inconfiltent with good order and
government, and endanger the lives and properties
of the fubject, whofe happinels and flourithing
condition he had entirely at heart.

§ XLVII. When the motion was made {for an
addrefls of thanks, couched in terms that favoured
of the moft implicit complaifance, approbation, and
acquieflcence 1 the meafures which tlhe crown had
taken, the Earl of Eg—t, and fome other anti-
courtiers, affirmed, that fuch an addrefs would be
equally fervile and abfurd. They obferved, That
nothing could be more prepolterous than a blind
approbation of meafures which they did not know:
That nothing could be ‘more ridiculous than their
congratulations on the prefent happy tranquillity,
when almoft every day news-papers informed
them of fome Britith ﬂ]ms being {eized by the
Spaniards ; or fome new attnc}\ made by the French
on our infant colony in Nova-Scotia. With re-
fpe to the continent of Europe, they affirmed,
that the tranquillity of Germany would have been
upon 2 much more folid foundation, had England
never iuterpofcd in the affairs of the empire' in
that cafe the princes would of themfelves have fup-
ported the confticution of their own country: That
the election of an infant for king of the Romans
was much more likely to diturb than eflablifh the
tranquillity of Lurope ; becaule it would help to

Gz
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overturn the conftitution of the empire, by ren.
dering the Imperial dignity hereditary in one houfe,
inftead of being the refult of a free clection. They
took notice; that the confiitution had provided vi-
cars to govern the empire during the vacancy of
the imperial throne; but bad made no provifion of
regents, protectors, or guardians, fora minor em-
peror, becaufe it was never fuppofed that a minor
would be chofen. They mveighed againfi the late
treaty with Spain; in which , they faid, the miniftry,
for the paltry fum of one hundred thoufand pounds,
had given up the claims of the South-Sea company,
and other Britifh merchants, who had fuffered from
depredations to the amount of one million three
hundred thoufand pounds; and bartered away the
freedom of our trade and navigation, by leaving
untouched that prerogative which the Spaniards
have affumed of fearching the Britifh fhips in the
open feas, and confifcating them, fhould they find
on board the leaft particle of what they called con-
traband merchandife. They produced an inftance
of an Englifh fhip, lately driven by ftrefs of weather
into one of the ports of the Spanilth Weft - Indies,
where {hie was fearched, feized, and condemned,
under this pretence. They re-capitulated the cons
duct of the French, who, in the midft of their de.
clarations of peace and moderation, were flill em-
ployed in fortifying their fettlements in the neu-
tral iflands, as well as 1n harafiing and encroach-
ing upon our plantations in North-America. They
exclaimed againft the treaty of fubfidy with the
Elector of Bavaria, or any other prince in time
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of peace; obferving, that for fome years the nation
had paid fuch penfions to the Danes and the Hef
fians ; but, 1n the courfe of the late war the
former abandoned our interefts, and the latter
actually took arms againft Great- Britain. ‘They
affirmed , that the fubfidy was greater than the
nation could fpare; for, unlefs the land - tax thould
be continued at four fhilhngs in the pound, they
could not afford a fhilling to any prince in Ger-
many , without encroaching upon the finking fund.
At fuch a juncéure (faid a certain member ) will
any gentleman prefume to propofe the continua-
tion of fuch an impofition on the land. holder,
for the fake ofbribing the princes of Germany
to do what ? — to preferve the freedom and in-
- dependency of ther native country. 1 fay, prin-
ces of Germany , becaufe this fubfidy to Bava-
ria will fignify nothing, unlefs we take half a

have thus indulged them for feven years of peace,
they may give us the {lip, as others have done,
whenever another war fhould be declared.”
Againft thefe obje@tions the motion was fupported
by Mr. William Pitt, at this time an advocate
for the miniftry. He obferved, that the addrefs
was no more than the ufual compliment to the
throne, which did not imply an obligation of the
parliament to approve of meafures which they might
find caufe to cenfure upon further inquiry. He
faid , the trivial difputes ftill fubfiting between this
nation and the Spaniards, or French, would foon
be terminated amicably, and could never affed the
G 3

fcore more of them into our pay; and when we.
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general tranquillity of Europe, which was to be
eftablithed upon a firm alliance between his Majefty
and fuch a confederacy upon the continent as would
be an over-match for the Houfe of Bourbon. He
expatiated upon his Majefty’s wifdom in taking off
from the French terelt fuch a powerful prince as
the Ele@or of Bavaria, and concerning other falu-
tary meafures for preferving the balance of power
on the continent. He defended the articles of the
late treaty with Spain; obferving, that what re-
mained of the Affiento contract was a matter of
very little confequence to the South - Sea company;
that the demands of this company, and other Bri-
tilh merchants , were all cancelled by the rupture
with Spain, and more than recompenfed to the na-
tion by a great balance of captures during the war,
as well as by the great traffic carried on with the
Spanifh fettlements in the Weft- Indies, after it had
been laid open by the demolition of their fortreffes.
He aflerted, thac by this treaty the court of Spain
bad made many important conceffions: they had
condefcended to pay a great fum to the South-Sea
company : they had confented to the re-eftablifh-
ment of the Britith trade in Spain, upon a very
advantageous and folid footing, by agreeing that
the {ubjects of Great- Britain fhould pay no other
duties on merchandife than thofe exaded of his
Catholic Majelty’s own fubje@s, and to abolifh
all mnovations that had been introduced into the
commerce. He affirmed, that the article of No
Search was a flipulation which it would have been
ridiculous to infit upon; and thought proper t0
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obviate a reproach which he forefaw the oppofition
would throw upon him, from the circumftance of
his having, upon a former occafion, heartily con-
curred in a motion for an addrefs, That no treaty
of peace with Spain fhould be clen.h d , unlefs fuch
a [tipulation fhould be firft obtained as a preliminary.
He owned he had ftrenuoully contended for fuch a
motion, becaufe at that time, being very young
and fanguine, he thought it right and reafonable:
but he was now ten years olu‘,r1 had confidered
matters more coolly, and was convianced that the
privilege of No Search, with refpect to Britih vel-
fels fdl]mg near the American (hore, would never
be obtained , unlefs Spain {hould be brought fo low
as to acquiefce in any terms we as victors might pro-
pofe. Helikewife fignified his conviction, that all ad-
drefles fromthe Houfe of Commons,during the courfe
of a war, for prefcribing terms of peace, were in
themfelves ridiculous; and that every fuch addrefs
was an encroachment on the King’s prerogative,
which had always been attended with unlucky
confequences. How far thefe arguments are fauif-
factory, cnnc!u ive, and confiitent, we (hall leave
to the reader’s determination. Certain it is, they
were adopted by the majority, and the addrels
was prefented without further oppolfidon.

§ XLVUIL The two grand committees appointed
to difcufs the fupplies for the enfuing year, and
the funds upon which they were to be raifed , pro-
ceeded, as ufual, under the diredion of the mi-
niftry ; yet not without fome vehement eppofition,
in which certain fervants of the crown ._xpu.frcc.
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the moft hearty concurrence. When a motion was
made for reducing the number of feamen to eight
thoufand , Mr. W. Pitt, Mr. Lyttelton, and Mr,
G. Greaville oppofed it with all their might of ar
gument and elocution; but they were over-ruled.
Annual debates were alfo revived, with the fame
fuccefs, upon the number of troops conftituting
the ftanding army; but the other refolutions of
the grand commirtees met with little or no op-
pofition. The number of feamen for the enfuing
year was limited to eight thoufand ; and that of
the ftanding forces continued at eighteen thoufand
eight hundred and fifry - feven effective men, in-
cluding one thoufand eight hundred and fifteen in-
valids. The Commons granted a confiderable fum
of money for paying off the principal of fuch re-
deemable ftocks as had not been fubfcribed, in pur-
fuance of two ad@s pafled in the laft feffion for re-
ducing the intereflt of annuities. Thirty thoufand
pounds were given for fulfilling the King’s engage-
ment with the Eletor of Bavaria; large grants
were made for fupplying deficicacies, and repla-
cing fums borrowed from the finking fund. The
expenfe incurred by the new colony in Nova-
Scotia, not provided for by parlizment, excced-
ed fifty-feven thoufand pounds; and the main-
tenance of it for the enfuing year was fixed at
hfty - three thoufand nine hundred and ewenty-
feven pounds , fourteen fhillings, and four-
pence. An enormous charge! if we confider
to how little purpofe all this bounty was be-
ftowed. A fund was eftablilhed under the




GEORGE IL 89

fand&tion of parliament, for the relief and main-
tenance of the widows of fea- officers, by allow-
ing, upon the books of every fhip of war in fea-
pay , the wages and vicuals of one man for every
bhundred of which the complement fhall confift,
for fuch time only as the aumber of men employed
in the fervice of the royal navy fhall not exceed
twenty thoufand. This was an additional indul-
gence, over and above the allowance of one man
granted by a former a& of parliament. On the
whole , the provifions of this year amounted to
five millions one hundred twenty-five thoufand
twenty - three pounds, eleven fhillings and feven-
pence, to be raifed by the ufual duties: the fum
of one million twenty - fix thoufand four hundred
feventy - fix pounds, four fhillings, and fix-pence,
advanced by the Bank of England, to pay off their
own unfubfcribed annuities, for which they accept-
ed Exchequer-bills at three per cent. intereft; by the
land - tax at three fhillings in the pound; a lottery

and annuities , at the rate of three per cent. per’

ann. to be charged on the finking fund, redeem-
able by parliament. Theannual meafure called the
mutiny - bill was not paffed without difpute and
altercation : fome alterations were propofed, but
not adopted; and the fentences of courts - martial
ftill fubje&ted to one revifion.

§ XLIX. In the midft of thefe deliberations thé
kingdom was alarmed with an event which over-
whelmed the people with griefand confternation.His
royal bighnefs the Prince of Wales, in confequence
of a cold caught in his garden at Kew, was feized
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with a pleuretic diforder; and, aftera fhort illoefs,
expired on the twentieth day of March, to the un.
{peakable affliction of his royal confort, and the un«
feigned forrow of all who withed well to their coun-
try. This excellent prince, who now died in the
forty - fifth year of his age, was poflefled of every
amiable quality which could engage the affection of
the people: atender and obliging hufband, a fond
parent, a kind maflter, liberal, generous, candid,
and humane ; a munificent patron of the arts , an un-
wearied friend to merit; well difpofed to alfert the
rights of mankind in general, and warmly attached
to the intereft of Great - Britain. The nation could
not but be afflicted at fecing a prince of fuch expec-
tations ravifhed from their hopes ; and their grief was
the betier founded, as the King had already attained
to an advanced age, and the heir apparent, George,
now Prince of Wales, was a minor.

§ L. His Majelty , forefeeing all the inconvenien-
cies which might arife from a minority, deliberated
with his council on this fubjet, and refolved to
obtain a parliamentary fanction for the meafures jud-
ged necellary to fecure the fucceflion. With this view
he fentameflage to both Houles on the twenty - fixth
day of April, importing, That nothing could con-
duce fo much to the prefervation of the proteftant
fucceffion in his royal family, as proper provifions
for the tuition of the perfon of his fuccelfor , and for
the regular adminifiration of the government, in
cafe the fucceffor fhould be of tender years: His
Majelty , thercfore , earneftly recommended this
weighty affair to the deliberation of parliament;
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and propofed , that when the imperial crown of
thefe realms fhould defcend to any of the late prin-
ce’sfons, being under theage of eighteen years , his
mother, the Princefs Dowager of Wales, fhould be
guardian of his perfon, and regent of thefe king-
doms, until he fhould attain the age of majority,
with fuch powers and limitations as fhould appear
neceflary and expedient for thefe purpofes. This
mellage produced a very affeGionate addrefls , pro-
mifing to take the affair into their ferious confidera-
tion; and in the beginning of May the Duke of New-
caftle prefented to the Houfe of Peers a bill to pro-
vide for the adminiftration of government, in cafe
the crown (hould defcend to aminor. Thebill was
read afecond time, and committed , when a fecond
meflage arrived from his Majelty, recommending,
to their confideration the fettlement of fuch a coun-
cil of regency as the bill propofed, confilting of
his royal highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, who
at that time commanded the army, the Archbifhop
of Canterbury , the Lord Chancellor, the Lord-
High Treafurer, or firlt lord commiffioner of the
Treafury, the Prefident of the Council, the Lord.
Privy-Seal, the Lord High Admiral of Great- Bri-
tain, or firk commiflioner of the Admiralty, the two
principal Secretaries of State, and the Lord Chief
Juftice of the King’s Bench , all thefe great officers,
except his royal highnefs the Duke, for the time
being. This bill did not pals through the Lower
Houfe without violent debate and bicter farcafms.
The conncil of regency , though efpoufed by all
the miniftry, including the paymafter-general , met

with fierce oppofition, as an unneceflary and fatal’
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reftriction , that would impede the machine of
government, and, as the council was conftituted,
might be produéive of the moft pernicious confe-
quence. Some of the members ventured even to
infinuate the danger of leaving at the head of a
large ftanding army a prince of the blood, vefted
with a [hare of the regency , pofieiled of great per-
fonal influence, the darling of the foldiery , brave,
popular , and enterprifing ; fuppofed not wholly
devoid of ambition, and not at all remarkable for
any fymptoms of extraordinary affeCtion towards
the perfon of the heir apparent. 'Fhe hiltory of
¥ngland was ranfacked for invidious inftances of
royal uncles and regents , who had injured the
fovereigns , and diftreffed the government , by
their pride, cruelty, and ambition. The characters
of John Lackland, and John of Ghent, Humphrey
and Richard Dukes of Gloucefter, were called in
veview, canvaffel , compared, and quoted, with
fome odious applications: but the majority, being
convinced of the loyalty, virtue, integrity , and
great abilities of his royal highnefs, to whom the
nation owed obligations of the moft important
nature, paffed the bill with a few amendments, in
which the Lords acquiefced ; and in a little time
it received the royal fancion.

§ LI. The death of the prince of Wales was fatal
to a bill which had been brought into the Houfe of
Commons, for naturalizing all foreign proteftants
who fhould fettle within the dominions of Great-
Britain.  Political arithmeticians have generally
»taken it for granted, that to every commercial nation
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an increafe of people is an increafe of opulence;
and this maxim 1s certainly true, on the fuppofition
that every individual 1s induftrious, and that there
is a fuflicient field for employment; but all thefe
general maxims ought to be received under cer-
tain qualifications. When all branches of manufac-
ture are overltocked, an addition of workmen will
doubtlefs be an additional incumberance on the
community. In the debates which this bill pro-
duced, the members of the minifiry were divided
among themfelves. The mcafure was enforced by

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. W. Pitc,

and Mr. Lyttelton; and in oppofing it the Earl of

Egmont was joined by Mr. Fox, fecretary at war.
Petitions and counterpetitions were prefented by
the merchants of London, Briftol, and other trad-
ing towns of the kingdom. All merchants and tra-
ders of foreign extraction exerted themfelves vigo-
roufly in its behalf, and it was without doubt coun-
tenanced by the adminiftration; but the proje&
was odious to the people in general. The Lord-
Mayor, aldermen, and commons of London, in
common council affembled, compofed a remon-
ftrance to the Lower Houfe , fetting forth the dan-
ger and inutility of a general naturalization of for-
eign proteftants. A petition of the merchants and
principal inhabitants of Briftol reprefented that
fuch a law would be prejudicial to the trade and
commerce of this kingdom, by preventing many
induftrious artificers from procuring a fufficient
fupport for themfelves and their families, and of
confequence increafing the rates of the poor: that
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the introduction of fuch a number of foreigners,
inftead of being a fupport to the prefent happy ef-
tablilhment, might endanger the very bafis of our
conftitution : that it would greatly tend to the di-
minution of our manufactures, as many ftrangers
would doubtlefs come and refide in England for a
time, in order to learn the methods and manage-
ment of our manufacturers and artificers ; and,
after having obtained this inftruction , return
to their native countries , where they would
eftablith and carry on works of the fame nature.
The twentieth day of March being appointed for
the third reading of the bill, it was poftponed, in
confequence of the unfortunate death of the Prince
of Wales; and other petitions from different cities
of the kingdom being muftered againft 1t in the
fequel, the miniftry did not think proper to perfift
in any unpopular meafure at fuch a delicate conjunc-
ture; fo the bill was no more brought upon the
carpet. Divers other regulations, relating to civil
policy as well as to the commerce of Great - Britain,

.were propounded in the Houfe of Commons; but

thefe propofals proved abortive, either becaufe they
appeared crude and indigelted in themfelves, or
the Houfe could not obtain proper information
touching the allegations they contained.

§ L1l. There were no other tranfactions in this
feflion except the concurrence of both Houfes in
ftigmatizing a printed paper, entitled, © Confitu-
“ tional Queries, earneftly recommended to the fe-
rious confideration of every true Briton;” and
the {teps taken by the Commons, in confequence
of the commotions occafioned by the Weltminfter-

(19
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election. The abovementioned paper, which had
been conveyed by letter to the majority of both
Houfes, was communicated to the Lords in the
month of January by the Duke of Marlborough ,
who moved for refolutions againft it as a fedicious
Iibel, and that the concurrence of the Commons
might be defired. A conference accordingly enfued,
and both Houfes concurred in voting the paper a
falfe, malicious , {fcandalous, infamous, and f{edi-
tious libel, containing the molt falfe, audacious,
and abominable calumnies and indignities upon his
Majefty, and the moft prefumptuous and wicked
infinuations that our laws, liberties, and properties,
and the excellent conftitution of this kingdom, were
in danger under his Majefty’s legal, mild, and gra-
cious government , with intent to inftil groundlefs
fulpicions and jealoufies into the minds of his Ma-
jefty’s good fubje@s, and to alienate their affe®ions
from his Majelty and the royal family. It was there-
fore, refolved by the Lords fpiritual and temporal
and Ccmmons in parliament affembled, That, in
abhorrence and deteftation of fuch abominable and
feditious practices, the paper fhould be burnt by the
bands of the common hangman in the new Palace-
yard of Weftminfter; and this fentence was executed
accordingly. Then they prefented an addrefs to his
Majefty, defiring thatthe molt effe@tual means mighe
be taken for difcovering the author, printer, or pub-
lifber, that he or they mightbe broughtto condign pu-
nifhment. Directions were givenfor this purpofe; but
without effect. Thofe concerned in writing, printing,
and circulating the paper had ad&ed with fuch cau-
tion, that not one of them was ever difcovered.
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§ LIIL The proceedings of the Commons with
refpect to the election of a burgefs for Weltminfter
were attended with fome extraordinary, circumftan-
ces , which we fhall now record , for the edification
of thofe who pique themfelves on the privileges of a
Britifh fubje®. We have already obferved, that a
majority appearing on the poll for Lord Trentham,
the adherents of the other candidate, Sir George
Vandeput, demanded a ferutiny, which was grant-
ed by the high - bailiff of Weftminfter, the returning
officer. During this tedious inveltigation, which
rolled chiefly on the qualifications of voters, he
acted with fuch addrefs and feeming candor as
gave entire fatisfaction to both parties, till at length
he determined in favor of Lord Trentham, whom
bhe returned as duly eleGed. Thofe who ftyled them-
felves the independent electors did not acquiefce
in this determination without clamor, reproach,
menaces, and riot. They taxed Mr. Leigh, the
high-bailiff, with partiality and injuflice: they loudly
affirmed, that minifterial influence had been ufed
in the moft fcandalous manner; and, finally, joined
Sir George Vandeput in a petition to the Lower
Houfe , complaining of an undue ele@ion and return
of a member for the city of Weltminfter. ‘T he Com-
mons inftead of inquiring into the merits of thefe pe-
titions, ordered them to lie upon the table; and,
without any complaint from any perfon whatever, a
motion was madethat Leigh, the high-bailiff, fhould
attend the Houfe immediately, in order to make them
acquainted with what he had done in purfuance of the
directions he had formerly received from that Houle,
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touching the execution of the writ for ele@ine 2 new
member to reprefent the city of Weltminfter. As
this motion had been preconcerted, Leigh was atten-
ding in the lobby, and immediately called into the
Houfe to be examined onthis fubje@. Having, in the
courfe of his examination, alledged that the election
had been protracied by affected delays, he was alked
by whom, and by what means; but, before he could
anfwer, the Earl of Egmont, interpofing, objeé&ed to
the queltion as improper, and moved for the order of
the day. A debate immediately enfued, in which the
mmpropriety of the queftion was demonfirated by
Mzr. Henley, now lord-keeper, Dr. Lee, and fome
others, the moft fenfible and moderate members of
the Houlfe: but they were oppofed with great vio-
lence by Lord Vifcount Corke, Henry Fox, Efq. Sir
William Yonge, Colonel Lyttelton, and the weight
of the miniftry; fo that the motion for the order of the
day was carried in the negative, and the high bailiff
required to anfwer the queftion. Thus interrogated,
he declared that he had been impeded in the fcrutiny,
and mal-treated, by Mys. Crowle, who had aéted as
counfel for Sir George Vandeput, by the Honorable
Alexander Murray, brother to Lord Elibank, and one
Gibfon, an upholfterer, who bad been very adtive,
zealous, and turbulentin his endeavours to promote
the intereft of Sir George Vandeput, or rather to
thwart the pretenfions of the other candidate, who
was fuppofed to be countenanced by the miniftry.
Thefe three perfons , thus accufed, were brought
to the bar of the Houfe, notwith(tadding the fires
nuous remonfirances of feveral members,; whe
Vor. V, H
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oppofed this method of proceeding, as a fpecies of
opprcﬂiou equally nrbitr;!ry and abfurd. They ob.
ferved, that, as no complaint had been preferred,
they had no right to take cognizance of the affair:
that if any undue influence had been ufed, it would
naturally appear when the merits of the election
fhould fall under their inquiry : that a complaint
having been lodged already againft the returning
officer, it was their dut_' to In\’cﬁigatc‘ his condudt,
and punifh him, if he fhould be found delinquent;
but that nc thing could be more ﬂag_i‘:mtiv unjuﬂ,
and apparently partial, than their negleéting the
petitions of the other candidate and electors, and
encouraging the high-bailiff, who ftood charged with
iniquity, to recriminate upon his acculers, that they
might be difabled from giving evidence on the in-
quiry into the merits of the election. What dif
ference is it to the fubject, whether he is opprefled
by an arbitrary prince, or by the defpotic infolence
of a minifterial majority ? IMr. Crowle alledged, in
his. own vindication, that he had been employed
as a counfel by the electors of Weltminfter, and
attended the fcrutiny in that charaer ; that after
the high-bailiff had, in the courfe of the laft feflion,
received the order of the Houfe to expedite the
election , he hurried on the fcrutiny with fuch pre-
cipitation as, he apprehended, was unjuft, and pre-
judicial to his clients; that, in this apprebenfion, he
(M. Crowle) infifted upon the high-bailiff’s pro-
ceeding with more deliberation, and in fo doing he
thought he did his duty to his employers. Some
evidence being examined againft him, declared he




had not only protracted the fcrutiny, but alfo fpo-
ken direfpe@ful words of the houfe of Commons:
he was , therefore, reprimanded on his kuees by
the Speaker, and difcharged.

§ LIV. Mr. Murray being charged with having
uttered fome threatening and affrontive expreflions:
the Houfe adjouraed the confideration of this affair
for fome days, at the expiration of which VIr. Mur.
ray was to be heard by his counfel: but, in the
mean time, they ordered him to be takea into cuf-
tody by the ferjeant at arms attending the Houlfe.
This Rep, however, was not taken without a warm
oppofition by fome of the moft fedate and intelligent
members of the Houle, who confidered itas a cruel
act of oppreflion, They obferved, that in cales of
breach of privilege no perfon complained of was ever
taken into cultody, unul after he had been fully
heard in his defence: that this was literally prejudging
the caufe before it had been examined; and the op-
preffion was the greater, as the alledged offence
counfifted entirely of words, of which no complaint
or information had been made forabove eight months
after the fuppofed offence had been committed ; and,
even then, not till an accufation had been lodged
againft the informant, upon the trial of which accu-
fation the perfons informed againft might very pro-
bably be the moft material witneffes. They oblerved,
that in one of the highelt offences which can be com-
mitted by words, namely, that of denying the King’s
right to the crown, or renouncing the Trinity, the
information mult be brought in three or four days
after the words are fpoken ; the words muft be pros
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ved to have been fpoken malicioully, directly, and
adviledly, and the profecution mult commence in
three months after the information. Thefe fuggel-
tions made no more impreffion than ifthey had been
uttered in a defert. Thofe who were fecure 1n their
number afferted that the Houfe of Commons was
not reltricted by the forms of proceedings at come
mon law ; and that it was neceffary to vindicate their
own honor and dignity, by making examples of thofe
who feemed to hold them in contempt. Mr. Mur-
ray wascommitted to the cuftody of the ferjeant at
arms, and found bail ; and Gibfon was fent prifoger
to Newgate, from whence he was in a few days relea-
fed, upon prefenting an bumble petition, profefling
hisforrow for having incurred the difpleafure of the
Houfe, to the bar of which he was brought, and re.
ceived a reprimand on his knees from the Speaker.
In the mean time, divers witnefles being examined
before the Houfe, declared, That Mr, Murray had
been feen, about the time of the return of 2 member
for Weltminfter, heading and exciting a tumult to
acts of violence again(t the high-bailiff. The majority,
therefore, aftera long and warm debate, agr
for his dangerous and feditious pradices, in violation
and contempt of the privileges of the Houle, and of
the freedom of elections , he (hould be committed
clofe prifoner to Newgate. Then, in the clofe of an-
other violent debate, they refolved, That he fhould
be brought to the bar of the Houfe, to receive that
fentence on his knees, He accordingly appeared, and
being directed by the Speaker to kneel, refufed to
comply. He knew that he could notbe difcharged
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from Newgate during the feffion, without petition-
ing , acknowledging his offence, and making fuch
conceflions as he thought would imply a confci-
oulnels of guilt: he confidered this whole tranf-
action as an oppreflive exertion of arbitrary power,
and, being apprized of the extent of their authority,
determined to bear the brunt of their indignation,
rather than make fubmiffions which be deemed
bencath the dignity of his chara&er. When he re-
fufed to humble himfelf the whole houfe wasin com-
mosion ; he was no fooner removed from the bar
than they refolved, That his having in a moft in-
folent and audacious manner refufed to be on his
knees at the bar of that Houfe, in confequence of
their former refolution, was a high and moft danger-
ous contempt of the authority and privilege of the
Commons : it was, therefore, ordered, that he
fhould be committed clofe prifoner to Newgate, de-
barred the ufe of pen,ink, and paper; and thatno
perfon fhould have accels to bim, -without the
leave of the Houfe. Finally, 2 committee was ap-
pointed to confider what methods might be proper to
be taken by them, in relation to thisinflance of con-
tempt. [Viean while, the petitioners againft the re-
turn made by the high-bailiff, perceiving the temper
of the Houle, and the complexion of the majority,
withdrew their petition; and the order which had
pafled for hearing the merits of the election was
difcharged. Mr. Murray being taken dangeroufly
ill in Newgate, application was made to the
Commons, by fome of his relations, that he might
be removed to a more convenientjfituation ; and bis
phyfician,, being examined, gave it as his opinion
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that he was infected with the gaol-diftemper Upon
this reprefentation the Houfe agreed that the Spea-
ker fhould iffue a warrant for removing him from
Nowgate to the cuftody of the ferjeant at arms;
but this favor he refufed to accept, and exprefifed the
warmeft refentment againft thofe relations who had
apphied to the Commons in his behalf. Thus he re-
mained fequeftered even from his own brother and
fifter, under the difpleafure of the Commons of
England, who condefcended fo far as te make refo-
Jutions touching the phyfician, apothecary, and
puife who attended this prifoner. But the proroga-
tion of parliament having putan end to their au-
thority for that feffion, Mr. Murray was difchar.
ged of courfe, and conducted by the (heriffs from
Newgate to his own houfe, in proceffion, with flags
and (treamers, exhibiting the emblems of liberty.

§ LV, Io the month of June the feflion was clo-
fed with a fpeech from the throne, in which his
Majefty thanked borh Houfes for the zeal and affec-

tionthey had manifefted tow:

s him and his goverp-
ment; and congratulated the Commons in particular,
upon their firmnefs and prudence in reducing the in-
terelt of the national debt, a meafure as agreeable
tohim as cffcnt:.si to the firength and welfare of the
kingdom *— The interior ccot 1ony of Great-Britain
produced, within the circle of this }ua}. nothing elfe
worthy of hiftorical regard, except a feries of enor-

* One of the moft remari:: ble acts which paffed in the courfe
of this felfion, was that for regulating the commencement of the
year,and cerrecting the calendar, accordir g to the Gregorian
computstion, which had been adopted by all the other nations in
Euvrope. By tina new law it was decreed that the new year fhould
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mous crimes, arifing from the profligacy of indivi-
duals, which reflected difgrace upon the morals and

the polity of the nation. Rapine and robbery had
domineered withoutintermillion ever fince the return
of peace, which was attended with a reduction of the
army and navy ; butnow crimesof a deeper die fee-
med to Lift up their heads, in contempt of law and
bumanity *. Every day almoft produced frefh in.
ftances of perjury, forgery, fraud, and circumvention;
and the kingdom exhibited a moft amazing jumble
of virtue and vice, honor and infamy, compaflion
and obduracy, fentiment and brutality.

begin on the firft day of January; and that eleven immediate
nominal days, between the fecond and fourteenth days of Sep-
teuiber, 1752, fhould for that time be omitted, fo that the day
fucceeding the fecond fhould be denominated the fourteenth of
that month, By thi. eftablithment of the new fiyle, the equinoxes
and folftices will happen nearly on the fame nominal days on
which they fell in the year 325, at the council of Nice; and the
correfpondence between the Englith merchants and thofe of for-
eign countries will be greatly facilitated, with refpeét to the da-
tes of letters and accounts.

* Anindulgent parent was poifoned by his only daughter, on
whom, befides other marks of cendernefs and paternal affection,
he had beftowed a liberal education, which greatly aggravated
her guilt and ingratitude. Another young woman was concer-
ned in the affaflination of her own uncle, who had been her con-
ftant benefactor and fole guardian. A poor old woman, having
from the ignorance and fuperftition of her neighbours, incurred
the fulpicion of forcery and witchcraft, wasmurdered in Hert.
fordfhire by the populace, with all the wantonnefs of barbarity.
Rape and murder were perpetrated npon an unfortunate woman
in the neighbourhood of London, and an innocent man fuffered
death for this complicated-outrage, while the real criminals af-
fifted at his execution, heard him appeal to heaven for his inno.

cence, and in the character of friends, embraced him, while he
ftood on the brink of eternity.
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Tumultsin different parts of the kingdom, XXXIIL
Diflurbances in France. XXXIV. Proceedings of
the diet relative to Eafl-Friezeland. XXXV. Treaty
betweenthe court of Vienna and the Duke of Marl-
borough. XXXVI. Conferences with refpect to
Nova-Scotia broke up. XXXVIL. Defcription of
Nova-Scotia, XXXVIIL Difputes concerning its

limiis.

§ L. T HE royal family of England had fuftained
three fevere fhocks in the compals of a few months.
Befides the lofs of the Prince of Wales, which the
1ation lamented as irreparable , his Majefty was
deeply afflicted by the untimely death of his youngelt
daughter, the Queen of Denmark, who died at
Copenhagen, on the nineteenth day of December,
in the prime of youth. She was one of the moft
amiable princeffes of the age in which f(be lived,
whether we confider the virtues of her heart, orthe
accomplifhments of her perfon; generous, mild,
and tender-hearted ; beloved even almoft to adora-
tion by herroyal confort, to whom fhe had bornea
prince and two princefles; and univerfally admired
and revered by the fubjeds of his Danifh Majefty.
Her death bad been preceded about two months by
that of her brother-in-law, the Prince of Orange,
no lefs regretted by the natives of the United Provin-
es, for his candor, integrity and hereditary love to
hiscountry. Though he had not diftinguifthed him-
{elf by the luftre ofafuperior genius, he had been
at great pains to cultivate his underftanding , and
ft udy the true intereft of that community of which
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800K hewas amember, He had always approved himfelf

a good and zealous citizen, and, fincehis elevation
to the ftadtholderfhip, taken many falutary fieps for
the advantage of his country. Among other excel
lent fchemes which: he fuggefted , he left a noble
plan with the States-General for reltoring their com.
merce to its former lultre, and lived long enough
to receive their warmeft acknowledgments for this
laft proof of his prudence and patriotifm. His fon
and daughter being both infants, the adminiftration
of the government devolved upon the princefs,
as governante during her fon’s minority; and as fuch
fhe fucceeded to all the power which her hufband
bhad enjoyed.

§ 1I. With refpe@ to the affairs of the continent
the peace of the North feemed f{till as precarious as
ever: for though the difference between Ruffia and
Sweden had been compromifed, the mutval difguft
between the Czarina and the King of Pruffia bad
gained fuch acceflion from reciprocal infults, ill of-
fices, and inflammatory declarations, that thefe two
powers feemed to be on the eve of a rupture, and
each was employed in making extraordinary prepa-
rations for war. T he courts of Vienna and Great-
Britain, forefeeing that fuch a rupture would embrail
the empire , and raile infurmountable obfiructions to
their favorite fcheme of elecing the Archd ukeJofeph
king of the Romans , refolved to employ all their
influence, in order to effe@ a reconciliation between
the courts of Peterfburgh and Berlin. His Pruffian
Mayjeity had fignified to the King of Great-Britain,
and the States - General, the fituation in which
be fiood with the Czarina, and folicited their
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interpofition, that the difference might be amica-
bly accommodated. At the fame ume, he fent an
envoy-extraordinary to Verfailles, to negociate
with the French King fora very confiderable body
of auxiliaries, in cafe he fhould beattacked. Thele
circumftances induced the Maritime Powers, and
the court of Vienna, to ufe their utmoft endeavours
for the prevention of a rupture; and accordingly
they made remonftrances on this fubject by their
minifters at Peterfburgh, propofing that the quar-
rel fhould be terminated without bloodfhed, and
all caufe of animofity be buried in oblivion.

§ 1L In the mean time, they cagerly profecut-
ed the defign of the elettion; and the imperial
minifter at Berlin not only communicated to his
Pruffian Majelty the fentiments of the King of
England on this expedient, but even f{olicited
his vote for the Archduke Jofeph, when the
election of a king of the Romans (hould be propofed
in the eledtoral college. To this propofal he re.
plied, That he was extremely well difpoled to
manifeft his regard for their Imperial Majelties,
and to give them moft genuine proofs of it, even
in the propofed eletion of a king of the Romans,
confidering the great merit of the prefent candidate,
the Archduke Jofeph: but he left it to the con-
fideration of their Imperial Majelties , whether the
election would not be a lictle premature, if tranf
adted at a time when his Imperial Majefty was
in the flower of his age, enjoying perfect health;
and when all Europe, particularly the Empire, was
hufhed in the bofom of tranquillity, fo that no
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circumftance feemed to promn&nc;tc the neceﬁ'ty
uI {fuch an election ; or of putting in execution
the motives mentioned in the capitulation of the
reigning Emperor’s election; elpeciaily as the ex-
amination of thefe motives belonged to the whole
Empire, and ought to precede the election, by
virtue of the eighth artcle of the treaty of Welt-
phalia, He obferved, that, in cafe of the Emperor’s
death, Germany would find herfelf in a very difs
agreeable fituation, under the government of a
ninor. For thele reafons, he faid, he could not
help advifing their Impernial Majelties to wait
uncil the Archduke fhould be of age, when his
ele@ion might be carried on more conformably to
the laws and conftitutions of the Empire, and
more {uitable to the majefty of the whole
Germanic body. Thisreply he circulated among
the eleors, and in particular tranfmitted it to the
King of Great-Britain, defiring they would delis
berate maturely on this fubject, and confer
together in a body, as well as in private, that
they might proceed according to the ancient cuftom
of the electoral college, and take fuch meafures as
fhould be judged expedient for the honor and
advantage of the community. This circular let-
ter was anfwered both by the King of England
and the Ele@or of Bavaria, who demonftrated,
that it was the privilege of the electoral college
only , withoutany participation of the other princes
of the Fmpire, to ele¢t a king of the Romaos
during the hfe of the Emperor, in order to maintain
the peace and preferve the liberties of Germany;
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and that the negle@ of this wife precaution hath
produced bloody wars, and many fatal confequens
ces to the Hmpire. They obferved, that nothing
could more contribute to the eftablifhment of the
public tranquullity than this meafure, fo ardently
defired by the majority of .the German princes;
and that, although the Archduke Jofeph wanted
a few years of being of age, and it might poffibly
bappen that the reigning Emperor (hould die during
that prince’s minority, yet it would be much lefs
prejudicial to the Empire to have aminor chief, than
to [e ¢ the fucceflion altogether unfettled.His Pruffian
Majelty received a declaration to the fame purpofe
from the Elector of Mentz; and underftanding' that
this prince, as arch-chancellor of the Empire, intended
to convoke an eleGoral diet, in order to propofe the
election of a king of the Romans, he wrote an ela-
borate letter to his Electoral Highnefs, explaining at
more length, his reafons for poftponing the election,
He quoted that fentence of the treaty of Weltphalia
which expref:ly declares, that the ele®ion of a
king of the Romans fhall be difcuffed and ordained
by the common confent of the Rates of the Empire ;
and, therefore, he could not conceive what right
the electoral college had to arrogate this privilege
to themfelves, excluding the other ftates of the
Empire. He obferved, that the Imperial capitula-
tions, which were the only laws of the Empire
that treated of this fubject, mentioned only three
cafes in which it was lawful to proceed to fuch
an election; namely, the Emperor’s leaving and
long abfence from Germany; his advanced age,

CIHIIAPR.
ik

1751,




BOOK

I
1751

1ro HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

or an indifpofition, rendering him incapable of ma.
naging the reins of government; and any cale of
emergency in which the prefervation of the Empire’s
profperity is interefted. He affirmed, that none of
thefe motives at prefent exified: that, in cafe the
Imperial crown fhould devolve to a minor, many
mifchiefs and diforders muft enfue, as the conftitu-
tions of the Empire have eftablifbed no regulations
nor regency in that event: that an election of this
nature , carried on under the power, influence, and
authority of the head of the Empire, would firike at
the fundamental privileges of the princes and ftates;
confequently, in time overturn the conftitution of
the Empire, which, from being an ele@ive dignity,
conferred by the free and independent fuffrages of
the electoral college and ftates of Germany, under
certain capitu]atiom obliging the prince thus chofen
to govern according to law, would become a
hereditary fucceffion, perpetuated in one family,
which, of courfe, muft be aggrandized to the preju-
dice of its co-eltates, and the ruin of the Germanic
liberties. Ina word, all Germany in general, and
Ratifbonin particular, was filled with writings pub-
lifhed on both fides, by the Emperor and his adhe-
rents, to demonfirate thatthe ele@ion of a king of the
Romans, during the life of the meeror had often
happened, and at this prefent time was neceffary,
and would be advantageous to the Empire: while
the King of Pruflia and his friends labored to
prove that fuch an election, at the prefent juncture,
would be ill-timed, irregular, and of dangerous
confequence. Perhaps, if the truth was known, this




GEORGE IL I1E

enterprifing prince had projected fome great fcheme
with the execution of which this propofed eftablifh-
meot would have interfered. Certain it is, he ex-
erted himfelf with thatfpirit and perfeverance which
were peculiar tobis charadter to fruftrate the intention
of the courts of Vienna and London in this par-
ticular, and was affifted with all the intrigue of the
French miniftry.  Their joint endeavours were {o
effectual, that the Elector of Cologn renounced his
fubfidiary treaty with the Marnume Powers, and
once more threw himf{elf into the arms of Erance. The
Elector Palatine being folicited by the Emprefs-
Queen and bis Britannic Majefty to co-operate
with their views, infified , as a preliminary article,
upon being indemnified by the court of Vienna for
the ravages committed in his territories by the Auf-
trian troops, during the courfe ofthe laft war: the
King of Poland, Eleétor of Saxony, madethe fame
demand of the like indemnification, which was
granted by the mediation of King George; and then
be {ubfcribed to afubfidy-treaty, obliging himfelf to
furnifh a body of fix thoufand auxiliaries, in cale they
thould be required by the Vlaritime Powers; and to
act as elector, in concert with the houfe of Auftria,
in every thing relating to the welfare of his country
that fhould {quare with the fundamental laws of the
Empire. The courts of London and Vienna had this
eleion fo much at heart , that they founded almoft
all the powers of Eurape, to know how they ftood
affected towards the meafure propofed. The King
of Spain declined intermeddling in a domeRic affaic
of the Ewmpire. The French King returned an
ambiguous anf{wer ; from whence it was concluded,
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that nothing’ but oppofition could be expedied
from that quarter. The Swedifh monarch was
rendered propitious. to the projeé, by affurances
that the Houfe of Hefle-Caffel, of which he was
the head, fhould be elevated into an electorate.
They even endeavoured to foften his Pruflian Majef-
ty, by confenting, at lalt, that the treaty of Drefden
confirmibg to F.m the poffeflion of Silefia, fhould
be guaranteed by the dict of the Empire; a fanction
which he now acually obtained, together with the
ratification of his Imperial Majefty. Notwithftanding
this indulgence , he fiill perfifted in raifing frefh
objedions to the favorite proje, on pretence of
concerting meafures for preventing the inconvenien.
ces that might refult from a minority; for regulating
the capitulations to be agreed on with the King
of the Romans, fecuring the freedom of future
elections, and preferving the p erog:atj\'ﬂ- and privile-
ges of the Germanic body in all its members. ln con-
fequence of thefe obftacles, joined to the apoftacy of
the Ele@or of Cologn, the obftinacy of the Elector
Palatine, and the "ppr(‘,’lch;nn‘ diet of Hungary, at
which their lmperi T\.a‘,e{l"v*\'*.:\.DEE;:M perfonal-
ly to prefide, the meafures for the eleGion were
fufpended till next fummer, when his Britannic
Majefty was expected at Hanover, to .put the
finilbhing firoke to this great event in favor of the
houfe of Auftria.

§ IV. Another difappointment with refpec to
this election the promoters of it fuftained in the
death of his Swedifh Majefty who expired in a good
old age, and was fucceeded by Adolphus Frederic,
Duke
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Duke of Holftein Eutin, Bifhop of Lubeck, upon
whom the fucceflion had been fetcled for fome
years , by the unanimous concurrence of the ftates
of the kingdom. This prince afcended the throge
of Sweden without the leaft difturbaace ; and , of
his own accord, took an oath in full fenate, that
he would never attempt to introduce a defpotic
authority ; but maintain their liberties with his blood,
and govern his fubjeds in all refpects according to
the laws, and the form of government eftablithed
in Sweden. This public a&, which was commu-
nicated to all the foreign minifters, and particularly

‘to the envoy from Peterfburgh, met with fuch a

favorable reception from the Czarina, that fhe ex-
prefled her fatisfaction in a public declaration ; and
the good underftanding between the two courts
was perfe@ly reftored.

§ V. When the parliament of England was opened,
in the month of November, the King, in his {peech
from the throne, gave them to underftand, That
for the fame purpofes which fuggefted the treaty
with the Ele&or of Bavaria, he had now, in con-
junétion with the States-General, concluded another
with the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony. He
told them, that the unfortunate death of the Prince
of Orange had made no alteration in the ftate of
affairs in Holland ; and that he had received the
ftrongeft affurances from the States. of their firm
refolution to maintain the intimate union and
friend(hip happily fubfifting between his Majelty
and thofe ancient and natural allies of his crown. He
exhorted both Houfes to confider ferioufly of fome

Vou V, i
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effe&ual prov ifions , to fmnnp thofe andacious

Town {o fr"(ule nt

crimes of robbery and violence,

a

ue tne (,‘;m?r.;!, ‘pr}@:'f‘_:ﬂg; In a great mee fure

of irreligion, idlenefs,

1at prothigat

which had of late ex-

gamx , and extra 1
tended itfelf in an uncommon degree, to the
dilhonor of the nation, and the great offence and
prejudice of the fober and induftrious part of the
people. The paragraphs of this fpeech were as
ufual, echoed back to the throne in addrefles, replete
with expreflions of loyalty, affection, and appro-
bation. Oppofition was by this time almoft ex.
tinguithed ; and the pmcee(!mns of both Houfes
took ;,mc with fuch unanimity as was hardly ever
koown before this period in a Britifh parliament,
The Commons, however, feem to have alfembled
with fuch fentiments as did no great honor to their
temper and magnanimity. In a few days after the
feflion opened, Lord Vifcount C——e, a young
nobleman , whofe chara&er entitled bim to very
little regard or influence among men of fenfe and
probity , made a motion, that \]r Murray, who
had been fo feverely perfecuted in the laft feffion
for refufing to humble himfclf on his knees before
them, thould be again committed clofe prifoner to
Newgate for the hme offence. T his propofal, which
fuppofed a power that the Commons had never
be 5( re exercifed, was fharply difputed by the Earl
of Egmont, and others , who had not Lcu{rne'! all
fenff: of mo.xf:rntinn s but the majority aflrpt\d the
meafure with greac eagernels, and the Speaker was
ordered to iffue his warrant accordingly. Then the

Sl
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Houfe refolved, That the faid Alexander Murray
fhould receive the fentence , for his now being
commitied clofe prifoner to his Vajelly’s gaol of
: Jeity s @
Newgate, at the bar of the Houfe, upon his knees;

and the ferjeant at avns was commanded to take

ligna-
tion, however, was cluded by the caution of the

him into cuftedy for this purpofe. Their i

delinquent, who, haviog forefeen the effects of their

refentment, had .'.fwicr--'.v ret 4rr2d to another country,
They determined , neverthelefs to pro eed againft
him as a peifon of fome cr‘,;ti’ quence in the com-
monwealth ; for, being informed of his retreat ,
they condefcended fo far as to prefent an addrels to
his I‘\““iﬂhl‘v' defirmng that his royal procian ation
might be iffued for apprehending the fard Mr. Mura
ray , promifing a rew .ur! to him who fhould have
tnegom! fortune toa pprehend this fugitive—a requelt
with which his Majelty moft gracioufly comp lied,

§ VI. Nor was this the Ol'ly addrefs prefented
to the King upon fuch an important fub €. A
pw‘wa!cc, entitled, € The Cafe of the Hon.
Alexander Murray, Efquire, in an Appeal to the
Peorple of Great Britain, ” was firlt {tigmatized
a complaint to the Houfe, and afterwards produce

in

]
and read at the table. The piece was written with
great acrimqny , and abounded with fevere animad-
verfions , not only upon the condudct of the returna
ing officer, but alm on the proceedings of the
Commons. The violent members immediately took
fire, and the flame extended itfelf to the majority.
Nay, the Houfe unanimonfly refolved, That the
pamphlet was an impudent, malicious, {candalous,

|
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and feditious libel, falfely and moft injurioufly re.
flecting upon, and afperfing the proceedings of the
Houfe, tending to create mifapprehenfions in the
minds of the people, to the great difhonor of the
faid Houfe, and in violation of the privileges thereof.
They furthermore prefented an addrels to the King,
defiring his Vajelty would be gracioufly pleafed to
give directions to his attorney-general to profecute
the authors or author, the printers or printer, and
the publifhers or publither of the faid fcandalous
libel, that they might be brought to condign pu.
nifhment. Directions were accordingly given for
this purpofe, and a profecution commenced againft
the publifher, who had fome reafon to be difmayed,
confidering the great weight of influence he was
doomed to encounter—influence arifing from a pro-
fecution of the crown, inftituted at the requeft,
and founded on a vote of the Houfe of Commons.
Neverthelefs, when the caufe was heard before the
Lord Chief Juftice of England, a jury of free-born
Englifhmen , citizens of London, afferted their pri-
vilege of judging the law as well as the fa&, and
acquitted the defendant with a truly admirable fpirit
of independency. They confidered the pamphlet
as an appeal againft oppreflion; and, convinced
that the contents were true, they could not in
confcience adjudge it a falfe libel, even though it
had been fo declared by one of the branches of
the legiflature.

§ VII. The Commons, in regulating the fupplies
ofthe enfluing year voted the continuation of eighteen
thoufand eighe hundred and fifty-feven men for
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the land- fervice , though not without fome oppo-
fition from certain patriots, who, rather from a
fenfe of duty than from any hope ofinﬂuencing the
majority , affirmed, that fixteen thoufand men, in
time of peace, would anfwer all the ends propofed
by a ftanding army. The number of feamen was
fixed at ten thoufand: large fums were granted to
make up deficiencies, and fulfil the engagements of
the crown with the Eleclors of Bavaria and Saxony,
as well as for the maintenance of Nova- Scotia and
Georgia, and the caftles on the coalt of Guinea;
and one hundred and twelve thoufand one hundred
and fifty - two pounds, three fhillings, and three-
pence were voted , as a full compenfation to the old
royal Afiican company for their exclufive charter
and property , to be applied for the relief of their
creditors * ;

§ VIIL. The laws enaced for the encouragement
of traffic, and the regulations of civil polity , con-
filt=d in an a& for licenfing pawnbrokers, and fop

* Thele expenfes were defrayed by a continuation of the
duties on malt, &c. a land-tax at three fhillings in the pound
a duty on licences, 0 be yearly paid by pawnbrokers and
dealers in {econd-hand goods, within the bills of mortality ;
the {um of one million four hundred thoufand pounds advanced
by the Bank, according to a propofal made for that purpofe 3
five hundred thoufand pounds to be iffued from the finking-
fund ; a duty laid on gum fenega ;3 and the continvation of
divers other occafional impofitions. The grants for the year
amounted to fomething lefs than four millions, and the provi-
fions made for this expenfe exceeded it in the fum of two
hundred feventy- one thoufand twenty-four pounds, ten
thillings, and lix-pence halfpenny. * :

3
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ffectual preve ntine the receiving of folen

other for preventing thefts and robberies,

ces of entertainment, dancing, and mufic

by whichj
Aminiter, and within twenty miles of

in London, W«
the capital, were fuppreffed and probibited, unlels
the proprietors of them coutd U"r"in licences from
the iuf{icch nf:' the peace,, empowered for ti
pofe: a third for anm::-\l’,.l‘-_ the lr‘.!'h‘it-::! eltates

Scotland \!11‘11'{‘,1)30:_\4' in the crown, after having

1AL pure

RS U 7ot i1 B
made fatisfacion to the lawful creditors; eltablil ?..pg
r the

o T .
a method of lealing thele eftates, and applyir

s of chem for the better civilizing :

reats and pro

erm,\w-' Highlands, and preventing future
d!v-n ited kingdom. f‘.:;:hmg

cnu!-.i l~-.' 1 the purpofes of thefe re-

eulations. The fuburbs of the .nviru;‘,:).;:a!)uuml"rl

it | hantfe wr Bl
with an incredib C noules, whicn
continually refounded with the

temperance : they were the haunts (lf.“' enels | fraud,

riot and -

and rapine ; and the feminaries of drunkennels . de.
bauchery, extravagance, and every vice incident to

buman nature: yet the fuppretfion of thefereceptacles
of infamy was attended with an inconvenience
which, in fome cafes arofe even to a degree of “i)'
preflion. The jultices bei
ture with the power ('J;'-_t'!'.::‘slil‘.f_; or refufing |

were U-Juﬁ.mtcd, 1 effect, the arbiters on whole
decifion the fortunes and livelihood of many indi-
viduals ablolutely depended. Many of thofe who
exeicifed ¢! :

velted , by the

lezifla-

¢

ences,

15 {pecies of magiftracy within the bills

of mortality were, to the reproach of goverament

men of profligate

lives, needy, mean, ignorant,
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and rapacious , and often adted from the molt
fcandalous principles of felfith avarice

§ IX. The law relating to the Highlands of Scot-
land was well calculated for
inhabitants of that country,

as might detach them from

promotitg , among the
rit of indufiry
dangerous con-

nexions, and gradually fuperfede that military ge-
nius which h: ve of dancer and
alarm to the fouthern parts of Great-Britain. The
King, by this a&, was empowered to appoint com-
miffioners for managing the focfeited eftates; who
were enabled to grant leafes of fmall farms, not
above twenty pounds a-year, to ii*.r!i\-'lri:*.:ei‘, who
fhould take an oath to g
and coltivate the lands
vided, that no leate (ho
tere y
thould not pay above thre

1d been fo ;_)!(‘.ﬁ

nment to r1e fide 11pon

It was alfo pro-
ranted for a longer

and that the leffees

than twedty-one years;

hs of the annual va-

Jue. Although t*:f’,'c: forfeited *--:';tm were generally
incu rb‘.r d with clai eal value, .Jd

the: difpofed of by
t difaffeced
effary that
crown, be-
0 f:}l they w‘.l:,{ﬁt
: fons

tne pe
the fpirit
there-
d, at
; and
juft claimants were
paid out of the next aids granted by parhiament.
14

I \"E\"‘.".
f-ri’, was made by the court of feffion 1n Sco
the joint fuit of fhc crown and the cr?-i‘.
the value being afcertained, the
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The bill met with confiderable oppofition in the
Houfe of Peers from the Duke of Bedford and the
Earl of Bath, who probably forefaw that the good
effets of this fcheme, {o laudable in itfelf, would be
fruftrated inthe execution; and that the a@, inftead
of anfwering the purpofes for which it was intended,
would ferve only as a job to gratify the rapacious re-
tainers to the government, and their emiffaries, in that
country. After a warm debate, however, it was
adopted by a great majority, and obtained the royal
affent.

§ X. A third law related to certain articles of the
national debt, which were now converted into feve.
ral joint ftocks of annuities, transferable at the Bank
of England, to be charged on the finking fund. A
great number of different funds for annuiiies, efta-
blilhed at different times, and by different adts, fub.
fifted at this period; fo that it was neceffary to
keep many different accounts, which could not be
regulated without confiderable trouble and expenfe,
for the removal of which the bill was calculated.

XI. In coofequence of petitions from the woo-

len manufadurers of Weftmoreland and Yorkfhire,
two bills were brought in, and paffed through both

Houfes, by which the ports of Lancafter and Great
Yarmouth were opened for the importation of wool
and woollen yarn from Ireland ; but why this pri-
vilege was not extended to all the frequented ports
of the kingdom it is not eafy to couceive, without
le national Jealouly on one haund,
and a great deal of grievous reftraint on the

'j"-;_lhr'ﬂ,i"lu.v
R e D

——
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fucceflsful endeavours were ufed in behalf of com- ¢ g a P.
merce and police. A bill was offered for laymg 1.
i further refirictions on pawn-brokers and brokers, 1752
that they might no longer fuck the blood of the
poor, and act as the acceflaries of theft and rohe
bery, which was canvafled, debated, and mude its
way through the Lower Houfe; but the Lords
rejeted it as a crude fcheme, which they could
not amend, becaufe it was a money-bill, not cog-
nizable by their Houfe, without engaging in a
difpute with the Commons. Another bill was pre-
b pared, for giving power to change the punifhment
: of felony,n certain cafes, to confinement and hard
labor in dock-yards or garrifons. It was the opi-
mon of many who wifhed well to their country ,
and were properly qualified to profecute fuch in-
quiries, that the practice of configning fuch a num.
ber of wretches to the hands of the executioner
ferved only, by its frequency, to defeat the pur-
pole of the law, in robbing death of all its terror,
and the public of many fubje@s, who might, not-
withftanding their delinquency, be in fome mea-
fure rendered ufeful to fociety. Such was the
motive that influenced the promoters of this bill;
by which it was propofed, in imitation of that econ-
omy practifed in other countries, to confine felons
convicted under certain circumftances to hard la-
bor upon the public works of the kingdom. The
fcheme was adopted by the Lower Houfe, but
rejected by the Lords, who feemed apprebenfive
b of its bringing fuch difcredit upon his Majelty’s
' dock-yards as would difcourage perfons who valued
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their reputation from engaging in fuch ewplnyment
Ol {iill greater importance to the nation was the
nevt meafure :-‘n:':ui:fi. in a bill for m;‘xklng the
ufcful, prefented by Mr.
an of Yorkfhire, who had
his loyalty and p:nriotifm.

ia of England

‘Thornton, a g
diftinguifbed ! um{elf 3
It was canval “_‘-;3 ina committee of the whole Houfe,
"}‘-""{’1“'-'; but mifcar-

and underwent divers 2
ried, through the averfion of the miniftry to any
projed tending to remove or leffen the neceflity- of
maintaining a ftanding army. A confiderable num.
ber of petitions for different regulations, in refpect
to commerce and convenience of traffic, were
prefented, confidered, and left upon the table. A
remonfirance from the prifoners confined in the
gaol 0 sch, complaining of their mif-
erable fituation, arifi from want of room and

other conveniences, - taken into confideration
by a committee, among mfu evidences, they exam-

ynage who had i »nalized

ined that remarkable j
himfelf in rilih‘wntr‘: ts of Chriltendom; under the
pame of Theodore King of Corfica. Though for-

nerly countenanced and even trea ated as a fovereign

i?'."!:(.t', by the Bricith miniftry, he was now redu
ced to the forlorn condition of a confined debtor;

dom, died 1n

and, to the 1'cpz'0.ml of this ki
Il the mifery of indigence

prifon, furrot

infirmities of old age,

and overwhelmed with
:

But the moft remarkable circumftance of the parlia-
Mhed chis {eflion.was

mentary tranfactions that dif
a motion made in both Houfes for an addrefs to the
¢ Lefeeching his Majelty, That intime of public

———
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tranquillity he would be gracioufly ple fed to avoid
entering into {ubfidiary treaties with foreigu princes,
which are fo bur-icn“wne to this nation. This
extraordinary propofal was made and ftrenuonfly
urged by the Dukeof B B—, and a vehement debate
enfued, 1n which the Earls of G—, S—, and H.
oppofled it with an exertion of fuperior abilities; and
tae queftion being put, was carried in the negative,
without a dlvm.m. The fame fate attended it in
the Houle of Commons, where it wasintroduced by
Lord H—y, and fupported by fome diftinguithed
orators. The feffion ended in the latter end of
March , whea his Majelty , having given his aflent
to na.):*tv-h”e public and pﬂthL bills, harangued
both Houfes, and prorogued the parh.uncnt i
§ XI. Immediately after the prorogation the
King appointed a regency, and fet out for Hanover,
in order to complete the great fcheme he had pro-
jected for eledting a king of the Romans. Great-
Britain, in the mean time , produced no event of
importance, or any tranfaction that deferves hiftori-
cal mention except the ratification of two treaties of
peace and commerce with the ftates of Tripoli and
Tunis on the coalt of Barbary, concluded by the
Britith confuls in thofe cities, under the influence

Among the proceedings of this feffion it may not beim-
proper to m: sntion anew act for the prevention of murders
h hd i been thockingly Fequent of late , importing, Ihat
every crimin ‘lc, onvicted of this horrid crime fhould be executed
in ona .-';1-. after his fentence, and his body| delivered to the
=%ion—an expedicnt which hath been found

productive of v:.ry fulutary confeq.ences.

furveons fo
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and aufpices of an Englifh {quadron, commanded
by Commodore Keppel, fon to the Earl of Albe-
marle. The tide of luxury flill flowed with an im-
petuous current, bearing dnwn all the mounds of
temperance and decorum ; while fraud and profliga-
cy ftruck out new channels, through which they
eluded the reftridtions of the law, and all the vi-
gilance of civil policy. New arts of deception were
imr'nted, in order to enfnareand ruin the unwary;
and fome infamous practices, in the way of com-
merce, were countenanced by perfons of rank and
importance in the commonwealth. A certain mem-
ber of parliament was obliged to withdraw himfelf
from his country, in conlequence of a difcovery, by
which- it appeared that he had contrived and
executed fchemes for deflroying his own fhips at
fea, with a view to defraud the infurers.

§ XIII. In the courfe of this year the affairs of the
continent did not undergo any waterial alteration.
In France the religious difpute concerning the doc-
trine of Janfenius fll fubfifted between the clergy
and the ;:\Arh.nw"]t, and feemed to acquire addit-
onal fuel from the violence of the Archbi Mhop of
Paris, ahaughty ¢ m‘bnlcmpre]mcr, whole pndeand
bécl y were fuflicient to embroil one half of Chrif-

endom. The northern powers enjoyed a perfect
t;mjmlur; : the States - General of the United
Provinces were engroffed by plans of national
cconomy. gvmm was intent upon rx'en(.'ng her
commerce,, tmm:n.e her manufadures to perfec.
tion, and re eprefiing the infolence of the Barbary-
Corfairs. His Po:w,g_,ucfe Majelty endeavoured, by

—
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certain peremptory precautions, to check the expor-
tation of gold coin from his dominions ; andinfifted
upon infpeéting the books of the Britifh merchants
fettled at Lifbon; but they refuled to comply with
this demand, which was contrary to a treaty fub-
filting between the two crowns; and he thought
proper to acquiefce in their refufal. He wasmuch
better employed in obtaining from the Pope an
abolition of the annual proceffion called the Awto da
Je, one of the molt horrid triumphs of {piritual
tyranny. The peace of Italy was fecured by a de-
fenfive treaty concluded at Madrid between the
Emperor , his Catholic Majefty, the King of the
Two Sicilies , and the Duke of Parma; to which
treaty the King of Sardinia afterwards acceded,

§ XIV. With refpe@ to the great fcheme ofelecting
the Archduke Jofeph king of the Romans freth
objections feemedtorife from different quarters, The
good underftanding between the courts of Berlin
and Hanover received an additional fhock, from a
difpute concerning the property of Eaft-Friezeland ,
which his Pruffian Majefty had fecured, asheirto
the laft poffeffor. His Britannic Majefty, as Ele@or
of Hanover, having pretenfions to the fame inherit-
ance, his minilter delivgred a memorial to the diet of
the Empire affembled acRatilbon, demanding that
the King of Pruffia, as Ele@or of Brandenburgh,
fhould be referred to the decifion of the Aulic cour il
mregard to his claim to the eftates of Eaft-Fri
butthe King being already in poffeflion , ref
fubmit his right to the determination of th
any other wuibunal ; anc
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to deliberate on this affair, his envoy entered
a firong proteflt againft their proceedings. At the
fame time, he prefented the other minifters with a
memorial, tending to refute the Elector of Hanover's
pretenfions to the principality in queftion.

§ XV. Atthis juncture his Pruffian Majelty made
no feruple of exprefling his refentment againft the
court of London , which he feemed to confider
as an officious cabal, thathad no right to intermeddle
in the affairs of Germany. His refident at London
complained to the Britifh miniftry, that divers
fhips, failing under'the Pruffian flag, had been
fiopped at fea, and even feized, by Englifh cruifers;
and that his fubje@s had been ill-treated and op-
preffed: be, therefore, demanded reparation in a
peremptory tone; and, in the mean time , dif-
continued the payment of the Silefia-loan, which
he had charged himfelf with, by an article in the
treaty of Breflaw. This wasa fum of money amount-
ing to two hundred and fifty thovfand pounds,
which the Emperor Charles V1. father of the reign-
ing Emprefs, had borrowed of the fubjeds of
Great Britain, on condition of paying an intereft
of fix per cent. and mortgaging the {ilver-mines
of Silefia for the repayment of the principal. Thele
devolved to the King of Pruffia with this incum.
berance, and he continued to pay the intereflt
lpf,:ﬂd!l:j”y ull this juncture, when the payment
was ftopped; and he publifhed a paper, entitled,

« An Expofition of the Motives which influenced
his Conduct on this Occafion.” In his memorial
to the miniftry of Great-Britain he allegded, That

| 8 Iy |

eighteen Pruflian fhips, and thirty-three neutral
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veflels, in which the fubje@s of Pruffia were con-
cerned , had been unjultly feized by Englith pri
vateers: his account of damage amounteditosa

very confiderabie fum ; and he demanded, in the
moft dogmatic terms, that the affair (1 muhi be
finally difcufled in the term L‘E three months f"om
the date of bis remonftranc The ex ;)f} ition
and memorial were fubjecte d to the examination
of the ableft civilians in England, who refuted
every article of the charge with equal precifion
and perfpicuity. They proved, that captures by
fea fell properly under the cognizance of thole

powers under whole jorifdiction the feizures were
made; and, therefore, his) Pruffian Majelly could
not, confiftent with the law of nations, determine

]
the difputes in bhis own tribunals. They demon-

firated, by undoubted evidence, the falfity of
many fa@s alledged int J.wn“'rrm.?, as well as the
fairnefs of the proceedings by which fome few
of the Pruffian veflels b
made it appear, that {m;'siwit(‘; injury bad been of-
fered to the fuby r'iq.uiy they ob-
ferved, that the Sile rate tranfaction
of fucha nature, that, even if pened
between the ¥mperor Charles VI, and his Britannic
Majefty, this muft have been held facred and
inviolable: that when the Hmpre{s-Queen ceded
Silefia to the King of Pruffia, this monarch charged
himfelf with the repayment of the loan, which,
being a private debt, and transferable, was now
diffufed into ditfe t"]'L'. coumnrs‘, and become

the property of many others befides the fubjects
of Great-Britain, lhey wound up their chain

d

‘?\.\.J condemned; and
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of reafoning by obferving, that, according to
agreement with the Fmperor, the whole of this
loan f{hould have been repayed in the year one
thoufand feven hundred and forty-five; whereas
the complaints fpecified in the Pruffian memorial
were founded on fads polterior to that perigd.
Whether his Pruffian Majefty was convinced by
thefe reafons, and defifted from principle, orthought
proper to give up his claim upon other political
confiderations ; certain it is, he no longer infifted
upon fatisfaction, but ordered the payments ofthe
Silefia loan to be continued without further interrup-
tion: areport, indeed, was circulated, that advan-
tage had been taken of the demur by a certain
prince, who employed bhis agentsto buy up great
part ofthe loan at a confiderable difcount.

§ XVI. How much foever the King of Pruffia
may be the fubject of cenfure on this occafion,
it muft be allowed that, with regard to his own
fubjects, he adled as a wife legiflator, and the
father of his country. He peopled the deferts of
Pomerania, by encouraging, with royal boun-
ties a great number [of induftrious emigrants to
fettle in that province; the face of which, ina ve-
1y few years, underwent the moft agreeable al-
teration. Above fixty new villages arofe amidR a
barren wafte , and every part of the country ex-
bibited marks of fuccefsful cultivation. Thofe
folitary and defolate plains, where no human foot-
fteps had for many ages been feen, were now con-
verted into fields of corn. The farms were regu-
larly parcelled out: the houfes multiplied, and

teemed
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teemed with population : the happy peafants, fhel-
tered in a peculiar manner under their king’s pro-
tection, fowed their grounds in peace, and reaped
their harvefts in fecurity. The fame care and in-
dulgence were extended to the unpeopled parts of
other provinces within the Pruffian dominions,
and extraordinary encouragement was granted to
all French proteftants who fhould come and fettle
under the government of this political fage.

§ XVII. The courts of Vienna and Hanover {till
-employed their, chief attention upon the {cheme of
electing a king of the Romans; and the EleGor of
Mentz, mfluenced by the majority of the college,
had convoked an elecoral diet for that purpofe:
but ftrong protelts againlt this convocation were
entered by the Eleors of Cologn and Palatine, in-
fomuch thatit was thought expedient to conciliate
this lalt, by taking fome fteps in his favor, with
refpect to the fatisfadion he demanded from the Em-
prefs- Queen and his Britannic Majefty. His claim
upon the court of Vienna amounted tothree miilions
of florins, by way of indemnification for the loffes he
had fultained during the war. He demanded of the
King of England twenty thoufand pounds fterling ,
for provifion and forage furnifhed to the Britith
troops while they acted on the Mayne ; and the like
fum for the like purpofes from the States-General of
the United Provinces. The Emprefs - Queen could
not help remonfirating againft this demand as exor-
bitant in itfelf, and the more unreafonable, as the
Ele&or Palatine , at the death of her father, had

openly declared againft the pragmatic fanction, which
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he had guaranteed in the moft folemn manner: fhe,
therefore, obferved, that the damage he had fuf
tained , in corfequence of that declaration , ought
to be confidered as the common fate of war.
Thefe reafons, though conclufive and irrefraga-
blein the ufual way of arguing, made no impreflion
upon the Palatine, who perfectly wellunderltood his
own importance, and was determined to feize this
opportunity of turning it to the beftadvantage. The
court of Vienna, and the Maritime Powers , finding
him thus obftinately attached to his own intereft,
refolved to bring him over to their views atany rate,
and commenced a negociation with him, which pro-
duced a formal treaty. By this convention his de-
mands in money were fixed at twelve hundred thou-
fand Dutch florins, to be paid at three inftalments,
five hundred thoufand by the Emprefs - Qtieen, and
the remaining feven hundred thoufand by the King
of Great - Britain and the States - General, according
to the proportion eftablithed in former treaties. The
privilege of Non appellando , for the duchy of Denx-

ponts was confirmed to his electoral highnefs | toge-

ther with fome other rights and pretenfions, in con-
fideration of his concurring with the other electors
in the choice of a king of the Romans, to be elected
according to the cuftoms preferibed by the laws and
conftitutions of the Empire. He likewife engaged
to join them in fettling the articles of the capitulation
with the King of the Romans, emperor in futuro.
Yet, even after the concurrence of this prince was
fecured , the purpofed eletion proved abortive,
from the ftrong objecions that were ftarted, and
the firenuous oppofition which was made by his
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Pruffian Majefty, who perhaps afpired in fecret at
the Imperial dignity , which the Emprefs- Queen
took all this pains to perpetuate in her own family.

§ XVIIL. The King of Great - Britain, returning
from the continent, opened the feflion of parliament
on the eleventh day ofJanuary with a fpeech, im-
plying , That all his views and negociations had
been calculated and directed to preferve and fecure
the duration of the general peace, fo agreeable and
neceffary to the welfare of all Europe: That he had
the fatisfaction to be affured of a good difpofition
in all the powers that were his allies, to adhere to
the fame falutary obje@. He exhorted them to con-
tinue their attention to the reduction of the national
debt, the augmeantation of the finking fund, and
the improvement of the public revenue. He recom.
mended to their ferious confideration what further
laws and regulations might be neceflary for fuppref-
{ing thofe crimes and diforders, of which the public
had fo juftly complained : and concluded with an
affurance , that his hearty concurrence and endea-
vours fhould never be wanting in any meafure that
might promote their welfare and profperity. The
addrefies in anfwer to this fpeech were couched in
the ufual form of implicit approbation: but that of
the Commons did not pafs without queftion. The
Earl of E — took exceptions to one paragraph, in
which they acknowledged his Majefty’s wifdom ,
as well as goodnefs, in purfuing fuch meafures as
muft contribute to maintain and render permanent
the general tranquillity of Europe ; and declared
their fatisfaction at the aflurances his Majelty had
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received from his allies , that they were all attached
to the fame falutary object. His lord(hip expatiated
on the abfurdity of thefe compliments at fuch a
junéture, when the peace of Europe was fo preca-
rious, and the Englith nation had fo much caufe of
complaint and diffatisfaction. He was feconded by
fome other individuals who declaimed with great
vivacity againft continental connexions; and endea-
voured to expofe the weaknels and folly of the
whole {yftem of foreign meafures which our mi-
niftry had lately purfued. It muft be owned, indeed,
that they might have chofen a better opportunity
to compliment their fovereign on the permanency
of the peace than at this jun&ure, when they muft
have feen themfelves on the very brink of a new
rupture with the moft formidable power in Europe.
But the truth is, thefe addrefles to the throne had
been long confidered as compliments of courfe,
mmplying no more than a refpectful attachment to
their fovereign : accordingly, both Houfes agreed
to their refpective addreffes without divifion. The
two grand committees of fupply and of ways and
means , being eftablilhed, the bufinefs of the Hopfe

was. tranfacted without much altercation; and the
people had great reafon to be fatisfed with their
moderate proceedings. Ten thoufand feamen ,

and the ufual number of land - forces, were retained
for the fervice of the enfuing year. They provided
for the maintenance of the new colony in Nova-
Scotia, the civil eftablifhment of Georgia, the
fupport of the caltles on the coaflt of Guinea, and
the erection of a new fort at Anamaboa , where the
French had attempted to make a fettlement; and
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they enabled his Majelty to fulfil his engagements
with the King of Poland and the Ele&or of Ba-
varia.

§ XI1X. The fupplies, including grants for former
deficiencies and fervices, for which no provifion
had been made in the courfe of the laft year, did
not exceed two millions one hundred thirty-two
thoufand feven bundred and feven pounds, feven-
teen fhillings, and two - pence half - penny ; in
order to defiay which expenfe they afligned the
duty on malt, &c. the land-tax at two (hillings,
in the pound, the furplus of certain funds in the
Exchequer, and the fum of four hundred and
twenty thoufand pounds out of the finking fund;
fo that the exceedings amounted to near three
hundred thoufand pounds’. As for the national
debt, it now f{tood at the enormous fum of feven-
ty - four millions three hundred fixty - eight thou-
fand four hundred and fifty - one pounds , fifteen
fhillings, and one penny ; and the finking fund pro-
duced one millionfeven hundred thirty-five thoufand
five hundred and twenty-nine pounds, fix (hillings,
and ten pence farthing.

§ XX. One of the firlt meafures brought upon
the carpet, in the courfe of this feflion, was an act
containing regulations for the better prefervation

? Several duties on f{alt , as well as on red and white
herrings delivered out for home confumption, were rendered
perpetual, though fubject to be redeemed by parliament ;
and it was provided , that the debt contratted upon thefe
duties being difcharged , all the after-produce of them thould
become part of the finking fund.
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of the game, of which fo great havec had been
made by poachers, and othu perfons nhqmllhed
to en]oy that diverfion, that the total extirpation
of it was apprehended.

§ XXI. The next {tep taken by the Commons was
an affair of much greater confequence to the com-
municy, being a bill for obliging fhips the more
effectually to perform quarantine, in order to pre-
vent the plague from being imported from foreign
countries into Great- Britain. For this purpofe,
it was ordained, that if this dreadful vifitation fhould
appear in any [hip to the northward of Cape Finif-
terre, the malter or commander fhould immedi-
ately proceed to the harbour of New (Jllmﬂ)y,
one of the iflands of Sc 1Ilv, and there communicate
the difcovery to fome officer of the Cuftoms ; who
fhould , with the firlt opportunity, tranfmic this in-
telligence to another Cultom -houfe officer in the
nearclt port of England, to be by him forwarded
to one of his Majelty’s principal fecreiaries of fRate.
In the mean time the fhip fhould remain at the faid
ifland, and not an individual prefume to go afhore ,
until his Majelty’s pleafure fhould be known. It was
alfo provided, tlmr 1 cafe the mafter of a {hip thus
infedted ﬂmul{ not be able to make the iflands of
Scilly, or be forced up either channel by violent
winds , he fhould not enter any frequented harbour;
but remain in fome open road, until he could receive
orders from his Mmcfty, or t"cr)m y - council : that,
during this interval, he fhould avoid all intercourfe
with Lhe fhore, orany perfon or veflel whatfoever,
on pain of bemg deemed guilty of felony , and fufs
fering death without benefit of clergy.
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§ XXII. In ovder the more effectually to reprefs
the barbarous practice of plundering fhips which
have the misfortune to fuffer hipwreck; a practice
which prevailed upoa many different parts of the
Britifh coaft, to the difgrace of the nation, and the
fcandal of human nature ; abill was prepared, con-
taining claufes to enforce the laws againft fuch fa-
vage delinquents,, who prowlalong the (hore, like
hungry wolves, in hopes of preying upon their fel-
low-creatures ; and certain provifions for the relief of
the unhappy fufferers *. When the mutiny-bill fellun-
der deliberation, the Earl of Egmont propofed a
new claufe for empowering and requiring regimental
courts martial to examine witneffes upon oath in all
their trials. The propofal occafioned a debate, in
which the miniftry were pretty equally divided ; but
the claufe was difapproved by the majority, and
this annual bill was enacted into a law without any
alteration,

§ XXIII. The next bill was framed in confequence
of divers petitions prefented by the exporters of
corn, who complained that the bounties were not

* By the new law, the clerk of the peace in the county
where the crime fhail be committed is obliged , upon receiv-
ing proper information , to profecute the offenders at the ex-
penfe of the county. It was likewifs propofed , that in cafe if
no profecution of this nature fhould be commenced within a
certain limited time after the information Thould have been
legally given, in that cafe the county might be fued by the
perfon who had fuftained the damage, and obliged to indems
nify him for his lofs : but this claufe was rejected by the majo-
tity; and the bill, having made its way through both Houfes,
teceived the royal affent.
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per provifion forthat purpofe. A bill was accord-
ingly broughtin, importing, That intercft after the
rate of three per cent. fhould be allowed upon every
debenture for the bounty on the exportation of
corn, payable by the receiver-general or cafbier of
the Cultoms, until the principal could be difcharged
out of fuch Cuftoms or duties as are appropriated
for the payment of this bounty. This premium on
the exportation of corn ought not to be granted ,
except when the lownefs of the market- price in
Great-Britain proves that there is a fuperabundance
in the kingdom ; otherwife the exporter will find
his account in depriving our own laborers of their
bread, in order to fupply our rivals at an eafier rate:
for example,, fuppofe wheat in England fhould fell
for twenty fhillings a quarter, the merchant might
export it to France, and afford it to the people of that
kingdom for eighteen fhillings , becaule the bounty
on exportation would, even at that rate, afford him
a confiderable advantage,

§ XXIV. A great number of merchants having
prefented petitions from different parts of the king-
dom, reprefenting that the trade to Turkey was great-
ly decreafed,afcribing this diminution to the exclufive
charterenjoyed by a monopoly, and praying that the
trade might be laid open to all his Majefty’s fubjects,
one of the mewbers for Liverpool moved for leave
to bring in a bill for this purpofe. Such a meafure had
been twice before propofed without fuccefs; but
now it was adopted without oppofition. A bill
was immediately introduced; and, notwithftanding
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all the interelt and efforts of the Turkey company,
who petitioned the Houfe againft it, and were heard
by their counfel, it paffed through both Houfes, and
received the royal fanction. By this regulation any
Britith fubject may obtain the freedom of the Turkey
company , by paying or rendering a fine of twenty
pounds; and all the members are fecured from the
tyranny of oppreflive by-laws, contrived by any
ionopolizing cabal *.

§ XXV. But this feflion was chiefly diftinguifhed
by an ad for naturalizing Jews, and a bill for the
better preventing clandeftine marriages. The firlt of
thefe, which paffed without much oppofition in the
Houfe of Lords, from whence it defcended to the
Commons, was entitled, “ An Act to permit Per-
“fons profefling the Jewifh Religion to be natura-
“ lized by Parliament, and for other Purpofes therein
“ mentioned.” It was fupported by fome petitions
of merchants and manufacturers, who, upon exa-
mination , appeared to be Jews, or their dependants ;
and countenanced by the miniftry, who thought they
forefaw, in the confequences of fuchanaturalization,

* Several other bills were paffed — one for regulating the
number of public-houfes, and the more eafy conviction of
perfons felling ale and ftrong liquors without licence; an a&
which empowered the juftices of peace to tyrannize over their
fellow - fubjects — a fecond, enabled the magiftrates of Edin-
burgh to improve , enlarge, and adorn the avenues and ftreets
of thatcity, according to a concerted plan , to be executed by
voluntary fubfcription —a third, allowing the exportation of
wool and woollen yarn from Ireland into any port in Great-
Britain — and a fourth, prefcribing the breadth of the wheels
belonging to heavy carriages, that the high roads of the king-
dom might be the better preferved.
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Boo k a great acceflion to the moneyed interelt, and a

1T,
2753

confiderable increafe of their own influence among
the individuals of that community. They boldly
affirmed , that {uch alaw would greatly conduce to
the advantage of the nation : that it would encourage
perfons of wealth to remove with their effects from
foreign parts into Great- Britain, increale the com-
merce and the credit of the kingdom, and feta laud-
able example of indullry, temperance, and frugality.
Such, however, were not the {entiments of the Lord-
Mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city of
London in common.council alfembled, who, in a
petition to parliament, exprefled their apprehenfion
that che bill, if palled into alaw, would tend greatly to
the dithonor of the Chriftian religion , endanger the
excellent conftitution, and be highly prejudicial to
the intereft and trade of the kingdom in general,
and of the city of London in particular. Another
petition to the fame purpofe was next day prefented
to the Houfe, fubfcribed by the merchants and tra-
ders of the city of London; whe, among other al-
legations, obferved, that the confequences of fuch
a naturalization would greatly affe@ their trade and
commerce with foreign nations, particularly with
Spain and Portugal. Counfel was heard, evidence
examined , and the bhill produced violent debates,
in which there feemed to be more paffion than pa-
triotifm, more declamation than argument, The
adverfaries of the bill affirmed, that fuch a natura-
lization would deluge the kingdom with brokers,
ufurers, and begears; that the rich Jews , under the
fhadow of this indu]ge—ncc » would purchafe lands,
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and even advowfons; fo as not only to acquire an
intereft in the legiflature, butalfo to influence the
conftitution of the ¢hurch of Chrift, to which they
wereinveterate and profefled enemies: that thelower
clafs of that nation, when thus admitted to the right
of denizens, would interfere with the induftrious
natives who earn their hvelihood by their labor;
and by dint of the moft parfimonious frugality , to
which the Englifh are firangers, work at an under-
price; foas notonly to {hare, but even m a manner
to exclude them from all employment: that fuch an
adoption of vagrant Jews into the community, from
all parts of the world, would rob the real fubje&s of
their birthright, difgrace the charader of the nation,
expofe themfelves to the moft difhonorable partici-
pation and intrufion, endanger the conftitution both
in church and ftate, and be an indelible reproach
upon the eftablifhed religion of the country. Some
of thefe orators feemed tranfported even to a degree
of enthufialm. They prognofticated that the Jews
would multiply fo much in number, engrofs fuch
wealth , and acquire fo great power and influence in
Great-Britain, that their perfons would be revered,
their cuftoms imitated, and Judaifm become the
fafhionable religion of the Englith. Finally, they af-
firmed that fuch an ac was direétly flying in the face
of the prophecy, which declares, that theJews fhall be
a fcattered people, without country or fixed habita-
tion, until they fhall be converted from their infi
delity, and gathered together in the land of their
forefathers. Thefe arguments and apprehenfions,
which were in reality frivolous and chimerical, being
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prejudiced againft the Jewifh people, excited fuch
a ferment th:oughout the nation, as oughtto have
deterred the miniftry from the profecution of fuch
an unpopular meafure; which, however, they had
courage enough to maintain againft all oppofition,
The bill paffed the ordeal of both Houfes, and his
Majelty vouchfafed the royal fanction to this law in
favorof the Hebrew nation. The truth is,itmight have
increafed the wealth, and extended the commerce
of Great-Britain, had it been agreeable to the people;
and as the naturalized Jews would ftill have been
excluded from all civil and military offices, as well
as from other privileges enjoyed by their Chriftian
brethren, inall probability they would have gradual-
ly forfaken their own unprofitable and obftinate in-
fidelity, opened their eyes to the fhining truths of the
gofpel, and joined their fellow-fubjects in embracing
the do&rines of Chriftianity. But no miniftry ought
to rilk an experiment, how plaufible foever it may
be, if they find it, as this was, an object of the peo-
ple’s unconquerable averfion. 'What rendered this
unpopular meafure the more unpolitic, was the un-

feafonable juné&ure at which ic was carried into exe-

cution; that is, at the eve of a general election ofa
new parliament, whena minifter ought carefully to
avoid every ftep which may give umbrage to the
body of the people. The Earl of Eg—t, who argued
againft the bill with equal power “and vivacity, in
defcribing the effe it might have upon that occafion,
* Iam amazed (faid he) that this confideration makes
“ no impreflion. — When that day, which is not
“ far off, fhall arrive, I fhall not fear to fet my foot
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upen any ground of eledtion in the kingdom,
in oppofition to any one man among you, or
any new Chriltian, who has voted or appeared
in favor ©of this naturalization.”

§ XXVI. Another bill, tranfmitted from the Up-
per-Houfe, met with a reception equally unfavor-
able among the Commons, though it was fultained
on the fhoulders of the majority, and thus forced
its way to the throne, where it obtained the royal ap-
probauon, The practice of folemnizing clandeftine
marriages, fo prejudicial to the peace of families,

and fo often productive of mifery to the parties
themfelves thus united, was an evil that prevailed
to fuch a degree as claimed the attention of the le-
giflature. The fons and daughters of great and
opulent families, before they had acquired know-
ledge and experience, or attained to the years of
difcretion, were every day feduced in their affe®ions,

and inveigled into matches big with mhm} and ruin;
and thefe were greatly facilitated by the opportuni-
ties that occurred of being united mfinm.menuﬂ}f
by the ceremonies of marriage, in the firft tranfport
of paflion, before the deflined viétim had time to
cool or deliberate on the fubje@. For this pernicious
purpofe, there was a band of profligate mifcreants,
the refufe of the clergy, dead to every fentiment of
virtue, abandoned to all fenfe of decency and de-
corum, for the molt part prifoners for debt or de-
linquency, and indeed the very outcafts of human
fociety , who hovered about the verge of the Fleet-
prifon to intercept cuftomers, plying like porters
for employment, and performed the ceremony of
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matriage without licence or queftion, in cellars,
garrets, or ale-houfes, to the fcandal of religion, and
the difgrace of that order which they profefled. The
eafe with which this ecclefiaftical fanction was ob~
tained, and the vicious difpofition of thofe wretches,
open to the practices of fraud and corruption, were
produétive of polygamy, indigence, conjugal in-
fidelity, proftitution, and every curfe that could
imbitter the married ftate. A remarkable cafe of this
nature having fallen under the cognizance of the
Peers, in an appeal from an inferior tribunal, that
Houfe ordered the judges to prepare a new bill for
preventing fuch abufes; and one was accordingly
framed, under the aufpices of Lord Hardwicke, at
that time Lord High-Chancellor of England. In order
to anticipate the bad effeds of clandeltine marriages,
this new [tatute enacted, That the bans fhould be
regularly publifbed, three fucceffive Sundays, in
the church of the parith where the parties dwell:
That no licence (hould be granted to marry in
any place, where one of the parties has not dwelt
at lealt a month, except a Tpecial licence by the
Archbifhop: Thatif any marriage fhould be folem-
nized in any other place thana church or a chapel,
withoutafpecial licence, or in a public chapel, with-
out having publifhed the bans, orobtained a licence
of fome perfon properly qualified, the marriage
fhould be void, and the perfon who folemnized it
tranfported for feven years: That marriages, by
licence, of parties under age, without confent of
parent or guardian, fhould be null and void, unlefs
the party under age be a widow, and the parent
refufing confent a widow married again: That when
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the confent of a mother or 2uardian is refufed from
caprice, or fuch parent or guardian be non compos
mentis , or beyond fea, the minor fhould have re-
courfe for relief to the court of chancery: That no
fuit hould be commenced to compel a celebration
of marriage,, upon pretence of any contra®: That
all marriages thould be folemnized before two wit-
neffes, and an entry be made in a book kept for
that purpofe, whether it was by bans or licence,
whether either of the parties was under age, or the
marriage celebrated with the confent of parent or
guardian; and this entry to be figned by the minifter,
the parties, and the witneffes; That a falfe licence
or certificate, or defltroying regifter books, fhould
be deemed felony, either in principal or acceflary,
and punifhed with death. The bill, when firlt con-
fidered in the Lower Houfe, gave rife to a variety
of debates; in which the members appeared to be
divided rather according to their real fentiments,
than by the rules of any political diftinction: for
fome principal fervants of the government freely dif
fered in opinion from the minifter, who countenan-
ced the bill; while, on the other hand, he was, on
this occafion, fupported by certain chiefs of the op-
pofition, and the difputes were maintained with ex-
traordinary eagerniefs and warmth. The principal
objections imported, that fuch reftri¢tions on mar-
riage would damp the {pirit of love and propagation;
promote mercenary matches, to the ruin of domeftic
happinels, as well as to the prejudice of polterity
and population ; impede the circulation of property,
by referving the wealth of the kingdom among a kind
of ariftocracy of opulent families, who would
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the poor to many inconveniencies, and extraor-
dinary expenfe, from the nature of the forms to be
obferved; and throw an additional power into the
hands of the chancellor. They affirmed, that no
human power had aright to diffolve a vow folemnly
made in the fight of heaven : and that, in proportion
as the bill prevented clandeftine marriages , ic would
encourage fornication and debauchery, infomuch as
the parties, reftrained from indulging their mutual
paffions in an honorable manner, would be tempted
to gratify them by ftealth, at the hazard of their re-
putation. In a word, they forefaw a great number
of evils in the train of this bill, which have not yet
been realized. On the other f{ide , its advocates en-
deavoured to refute thele arguments, and fome of
them {poke with great ftrength and precifion. The
bill underwent a great number of alterations and
amendments; which were not effected without vio-
lent contelt and altercation. At length, however, it
was floated through both Houfes on the tide of a
great majority , and fteered into the fafe harbour of
royal approbation. Certain itis, the abufe of clan-
deftine marriage might have been removed upon
much eafier terms than thofe impofed upon the
fubje by this bill, which, after all, had been found
ineffectual, as it may be eafily eluded by a fhort
voyage to the continent, or 2 moderate journey to
North - Britain, where the indiffoluble knot may
be tied without fcruple or interruption.

§ XXVII. Over and above thefe new fatutes
there were fome other fubjects which occafionally

employed
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employed the attention of the Commons; fuch as
tate of the Bricifh fugar-colonies, which was
ered, In confequence of petitions prefented
{ugar-refiners and grocers of London, Welt-
and Briftol, complaining of the exorbitant
anded and - given for fugars imported
ica; defiring that the proprietors of land
iica might be obliged to cultivate greater
guantities of grouud for raifing {ugar-canes, or that
they (the petitioners) might have leave to import
mufcovado-fugars from other countries, when the

price of thofe-imported from Jamaica (hould exceed

a certam rate. This remonftrance was taken iuto
confideration by a committee of the whole Houle s
an 'i a great number of evidences and papers being
examined, they refolved, That the peopling of Ja.
maica with white inhabitants, and cultivating the
lands thereof, would be the moft proper mealure
for fecuring that ifland, and increafe the trade and

navigation between it and Great-Britain, and other
parts of his Majefty’s dominions: That the en-
dsavours hitherto ufed t by the legiflature of Jamaica
to increafe the number of white inhabitants , and en-
force the cultivation of lands, in the manuer that
might belt conduce to the lecurity and; defence of
that ifland, had not been effe@ual for thefe purpofes.
The Houfe ordered a bill to be founded on thefe re<
folutions ; but this was pofiponed , until the minifiry
thould receive more full information touching the
true ftate of thatifland. The planters of Jamaica la-
bored under many grievances and hardfhips, from
diverfe heavy impofitions and reltrictions; and a

Vor. V. L
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800Xk detail of thefe was tranfmitted in a reprefentation to
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his Majefty , which was referred to the confideration
of the commiffioners of trade and plantations. The
caufe of the planters was defended vigoroufly, and
managed in the Houle of Commons by Alderman
Beckford, a gendeman of valt pofieflions n the
ifland of Jamaica, who perfectly well underftood,
and Rrenuoufly fupported, the intereft of that I‘llS
native country.

§ XXVIIL. Abortive allo proved the attempt to
eftablifh a law for keeping an annual regifter of mar-
riages, births, deaths, the individuals who received
alms, and the total number of people in Great-Bri-
tain. A bill for this purpofe was prefented by Mr.
Potter, a gentleman of pregnant parts and fpirited
elocution , who , enumerating the advantages of fuch
a law, obferved, thatit would afcertain the number
of the people, and the colletive ftrength of the na-
tion ; confequently point out thofe places were there
is a defe® or excefs.of population, and certainly de-
termine whether a general naturalization would be
advantageous or prejudicial to the community; that
it would decide what number of men might, onany
fudden emergency, be levied for the defence of the
kingdom; and whether the nation is gainer or lofer
by fending its natives to fettle, and our troops to
defend diftant colonies; tint' itwo'oid be the means
of eftablifthing a local admini of civil govern-
ment, or a police upon certain d {,-ri,;cip}és , the
want of which had been long areproach to the na
tion, a fecurity to vice, and an encouragement to
;dlcnc{s ; that in many cales where all oLIm evidence
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is wanting, it would enable fuitors to recover their
rights in courts of juftice, facilitate an equal and
equitab}e affeffment in raifing the prefenttaxes, and
laying future impofitions ; fpccva the Iineal defcents,
relations , and alliances of families; lighten the into»
lerable burdens incurred by the public, from in-
numerable and abfurd regulations relating to the
poor ; provide for them by a more equal exertion
of humanity, and effe¢tually fcreen them from all
rifque of perifhing by hunger, cold, cruelty, and
oppreffion. Whether fuch a law would have an-
fwered the fanguine expe&ations ofits patron, we
fhall not pretend to determine ; though, in our opi-
nion ; it muft have been attended with very falutary
confequences, particularly in reftraining the hand of
robbery and violence, in dete@ing frand, bridling
the ferocity of a licentious pcnplc , and cﬁ’xbhﬂung
a happy fyftem of order and fubordination. Agt
firlt the bill met with lictle oppofition, except from
Mr. Thornton, member for the city of York, who
inveighed againft it with great fervor, asa meafure
that favoured of French policy, to which the Englifh
nation ever had the utmoft averfion. He affirmed,
that the method in which it was propofed this re-
gifter (hould be kept would furnifh the enemies of
Great-Britain with continual opportunities ofknows
ing the frength or weaknefs of the nation; that it
would empower an ill-defigning minilter to execute
any {cheme fubverfive of public ii‘wertv, Ez‘vc‘l parith
and petty officers of the peace with exorbitant pow-
ers, and colt the nation above fifty thoufind pounds
a-year to carry the icheme into execntion. Thele
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arguments, which, we apprehend, are extremely
frivolous and inconclufive, had great weight with
a confliderable number, who joined in the oppofi-
tion, while the minifiry ftood neutral. Neverchelefs,
after having undergone fome amendments, it was
conveyed to the Lords, by whom it was, at the
fecond reading, thrown out, as a [cheme of avery
dangerous tendency. The legiflature of Great-Bri-
Britain have, on fome occafions, been more ftartled
ac the diltant fhadow of a bare poffibility, than at
the real approach of the moft dangerous innovation.
§ XXIX. From the ufual deliberations on civil
and commercial coucerns, the attention of parlia.
ment, which had feldom or never turned upon li-
terary avocations, was called off by an extra
ordinary fubje@® of this nature. Sir Hans Sloane
the celebrated phyfician and naturalit, well known
through all the civilized countries of Europe for his
ample collection of rarities | culled from the animal,
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms, as well as of
antiquities and curiofities of art, had dire@ed, in
his laft will that this valuable mufeam, together with
bis numerouns library , fhould be offered to the par-
liament, fer the ufe of the public, in confideration
of their paying a certain fum, in compenfation, to
his heirs. His terms were embraced by the Com-
mons, who agreed to pay twenty thoufand pounds
for the whole, fuppofed to be worth four times that
fum; and a bill was prepared for purchafing this
muleum, together with the Harleian collecion of ma-
nufcripts, fo denominated from its founder, Robert
Harley,Earl of Oxford,lord ki gh-treafurer of England,
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and now offered to the public by his daughter, the
Duchefs of [’orht"l. iL was pionoﬂ_d that thefe
purchafes fhould be joi ncd to the famous Cottonian
library , and a f! able repofitory provided for
them and the king’s ilbfdiy , which bad long lain
neglected, and expofed to the injuties of the weather
in the old dmmltozv at Weﬁ.mnﬁer According\'ly
traftees and governors, conlifting of the moft emi-
nent perfons of the kingdom, wucappomted and
regujations efiablifhed for tlle management of this
noble mufeum, which was (\epofued in [Montague-
Honfe; one oftnﬂ molt magnificent edifices in Ln;3
land, where it is ﬁmJLLtcd without referve to the
view of the public, under certain neceffary reflric-
tions, and exhibits a glorious monument of national
tafte and liberality ©. In the beginning of June the
feffion of parliament was clofed by his Majelty , who
mentioned nothing particular in his fpeech, but

® The Jibrary of Sir James Sloane confifted of above fifty
thoufard volumes, including about three hundred and fifty
books of drawings, and three thoufand five hund ired and ﬁ}..-
teen manufcripts, befides a multitude of prints. The mofeum
comprehended an infinite number of medals , coins, urns
utenfils, feals, cameos, intaglios, precious ftones, veilels of
agate and jafper, cryftals, {pars, foflils, metals , minerals!
ores, €ar hs, .»mis, faltg, bitumens, fuiplluo, amber , am.
bergrife, talcs, mice, teltacea, cumfs fponges, echini,
echem’m, afteria , trochi, cruftacea, ﬁc«[:z marine , ﬁﬂ-xes
birds , epgs, and nelts), vipers, fen;:,ma, quadrupedes, lrl_
{e@: , human La'(‘-al' snatomical preparations, feeds, goms,
roors , dried plants, pictures, drawings, .mJ mathematical
infiruments. Al thefe articles with a fhort aecount of each,
te{pecified in thlrtg-eabht volumes in folio, and eight in quarto.
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80 o x that the ftare of foreign affairs had fuffered no al
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teration fince their meeting.

§ XXX. The genius of the E nglith people is per-
haps 1ncompatible with a [tate of perfe& tranquil-
lity ; if it is not rufiled by foreign provocations, or
agitated by unpopular meafures of domeftic ad-
miniftration, it will undergo temporary fermenta-
tions from the turbulent ingredients inherent in its
own conftitution. ]Uiuu]h are excited, and fac-
tions kindled into rage and inveterac Vs bw mcidents
of the molt frivolous nature. At this jun&ure the
Inennpohsofbn”hnd\1dqdn1d(u1nd¢h&omp0kd
m a furprifing manner, by a difpute in itfelf of fo
little confequence to the community, that it could
not deferve a plaee in a general hal-)ry, if 1t did not
ferve to convey a charaderiftic idea of the Englifh
nation. In the beginning of the year an Obhlhe
damfcl, of low degsw . whoic name was Elizabeth
Canning, promulgated a report, which m a little
time attraced the attention of the public. She af
firmed, that on the firll d: v of the new year , at
night lnb was feized under Bedlam - wall by two

uffians, who having firipped her of her upper

apparel, fecured her mouth with a gag, and
threatened (o murder her thould (he make the lealt
noife ; that they couveyed her on foot about ten
miles, to aplace called Enfield- walh , and brovght
herto the }*')U.L of one Mrs. Wells, where fhe was
piliaged of her ftays; and, becaufe fhe refufed to
tura proftitute, confined in a cold, damp , feparate,
and unﬁwnhh:d:n;rumunt; wh:r'fHchmdumd a
whole month, withour ar iy other fuftenance than 2
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few fale crufts of bread, and about a gallon of water; cu A B.
till at length (he forced her way througha window, 11
and ran home to her mother’s hounfe, almoft naked, in 1753
the night of the twenty-ninth of January. This ftory,
improbable and unfupported, operated fo ftrongly

on the paflious of the people in the neighbourhood

of Aldermanbury, where Cannin’s mother lived,

and particularly among fanatics of all denominations,
that they raifed voluntary contributions, with fur-
prifingieagernefs, in order to bring the fuppoled de-
linquents to juftice. Warrants were granted for ap-
prehending Wells, who kept the houfe at ¥ nfield-
wafh, and her accomplices, the fervant-maid , whofe
name was Virrue Hall, and one Squires, an old
gipfey-woman, which laft was charged by Canning,
of having robbed her of her ftays. Wells, though
acquitted of the felony, was punifhed as a bawd.
Hall turned evidence for Canning, but afterwards
recanted. Squires, the gipley, was convicted of the
robbery, though (he produced undoubted evidence
to prove that (he was at Abbotfbury in Dorfetfhire
that very night in which the felony was faid to be
committed, and Canning and her friends fell wto
divers contradiGtions during the courfe of the trial.
s time the prepoflleffion of the common people
r favor had rifen to fuch a pitch of enthufialm,
hat rhe molt palpable truths which appeared on the
i other fide had no other effet than that of exafperat-
ing them to the moft dangerous degree of rage and
revenge,  Some of the witnelfes for Squites, though
perfons of unblemifhed charadter, were fo inti-
il midated , thac they durft not enter the court; and

L 4
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in her behalf, ran che rifque of affalfination from
the vulgar that furrounded the place. On this
occafion, Sir Crifp Galcoyune ; lord- mayor of Lon-
don, behaved with that laudable courage and hu-
manity which ought ever to diftinguith the chief
magiftrate of fuch a metropolis. Conlidering the
improbabilicy of the charge, the heat, partiality ,
and blind enthufialm with which it was profecuted,
and being convinced of the old woman’s innocence
by a great number of affidavits, voluntarly fent
up from the country by perfons of unqueftionable
credic, he, in conjuncion with fome other worthy
citizens, refolved to oppofe the torrent of vulgar
prejudice. Application was made to the throne for
mercy: the cafe was referred to the Attorney and
Solicitor-General, who, having examined the evi-
dences on both {ides, made their report 1n favor
of Squires to the King and council; and this poor
old creature was indulged with his Majefty’s par-
don. This affair was now fwelled up into fuch a
fa&ion as divided the greater part of the kingdom,
including the rich as well as the poor, the high
as well as the humble. Pamphlets and pafqui-
nades were publithed on both fides of the dif
pute, which became the general topic of con-
verfation in all affemblies , and people of all
ranks efpoufed one or other party with as much

. warmth and animofity as had ~ ever inflamed

the “fhlgs and T‘Ol‘ics, even at the moft ran-
corous period of their oppofition  Subfcriptions
were opened, and large fums levied, on one
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fide, to profecute for perjury the perfons on whole
evidence the pardon had been graated. On the
other hand, thofe who bad interefted themfelves
for the gipfey refolved to fupport her witnelfes, and
if poflible, dete@ the impofture of Canning. Bills

of perjury were preferred on both fi [l

des. ‘The evi-
dences for Squires were tried and acjuitted: at firft
Canning abfconded ; but afterwards furreadered to
take her trial, and being after a long hearing found
gulty, was tranfported to the Briti(h colonies. The
zeal of her friends, however, feemed to be inflamed
by her convi&tion; and thofe who carried on the pro-
fecutionagainft her wereinfulted, even to the danger
of their lives. They fupplied her with necelfaries of
all forts, paid for her tranfportation in a private fhip,
where (he enjoyed allthe comforts and conveniencies
that could bz afforded in that fituation, and furnifh-
ed her with luch recommendations as fecured to her
a very agreezble reception in New - England.

§ XXXI, Next to this very remarkable tranfac.
tion, the incident that principally diftinguifhed this
vear in Hneland, was the execution of Dr. Archi-

bald Cameron, a native of North - Britain, and
brother to Cunmon of Lochiel , chief of that nu-
merous and warlike tribe, who had taken the field
with the Prince - Pretender.  After the battle of
Culloden , where he was dangeroufly wounded,

he found means to efcape to the continent. Hl:.
brather, the Doéor, h‘.d accompanied him in all
his expeditions, though not ina military capacity,
and was included with him in the a& of attainder
pafied agaimnit thofe who had been concerned in

CHAP.
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the rebellion. NotwithRlanding the irnminent dan-
ger aitending fuch an actempt, the’Do&or returned
privately to Scotland , in order (as it was eported )
to recover a fum of money belonging to the Pre-
tender , which had been embezzled by his adher-
ents in that conntry. \‘\ hatever may have been Lis
inducement to revifit his native country under fuch
a predicament, certain it is. he was dilcovered,
apprehended, conduced to Loundon, confined in
the Tower, examined by the privy-council, and
produced in the court of King’s- Bench, where his
identity being proved by feveral witneffes, he re-
ceived fen
burn.  The terror and refeintment of the pcop’e,
ioned by the rebellion, baving by this time
ded , ‘their humane paflions did not fail to
operate m favor of this unfortunate gentleman:

tence of death, and was executed at Ty-

their pity was miogled with elteem, arifing from
his perfonal eharacter, which was altogether unble-
mifbed, and bis deportmnt on this occafion, which
they could not help admiring, as the {tandard of

"\,
manly fortitude and decorum The populace,

though not fubjed to tender emotions, were moved
to compatlion, and even to tears, by his behaviour
at the place of execution ; and many fincere well-
wifhers to the prefent efltablilbment thought that
the facrifice of this victim, at fuch ajun@ure, could
not redound either to its honor or fecurity.

§ XXXIIL The turbulent fpirit, which is never
totally extinguifhed in this ifland, manifefted itfelf
i fundry tumults that broke out in different parts
of South-Britain. The price of provifion, and

e
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bread in particular, being raifed to an exorbitant cH AR,
rate, in confequence of an abfurd exportation of  1i
corn, for the fake of the bounty , a formid ble, %%
body of colliers, and other laboring peop'e, rai-

fed an infurrection at Briftol, began to plunder the

corn - veflels in the harbour , and commit {uch out-

rages in the city , that the magiftrates were obliged

to have recourfe to the military power. A troop

of dragoons were fent to their affiftance , and the

infur were quelled, though not without fome
blooc Commotions of the fame kind were

excited in Yorkthire, Manchefter, and feveral other
p'“'*ﬂs in the northern counties. At Leeds, a de-
tachment of the King’s troops were obliged in their
own defence to fire upon the rioters, eight or nine
of whom were killed on the fpot; and , indeed, fo
little care had been taken to reftrain the licentious
mclerce of the vulgar by proper laws and regula-
luly execut ted under the eye of c1\;l ma-
that a milieary power was found abfolur ely
tain the peace of the kingdom.
1e tranquillity of the continent was
by any new conteflt or difturbance :
yetthe b!u;;\,«i between the clergy and the parliament
of Paris was every day more and more widened,
and the people were pretty equally divided between
fuperftition and a regard for civil liberty. The par-
liament having caufed divers ecclefiaftics to be ap-
prehended, for having refufed to adminilter the
facraments to perfons in extremity, who refufed
i to fubfcribe to the bull Unigenitus, all of them de-
o clared they acted according to the direction of the.

not endan gy
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B 00 k Archbithop of Paris, Application being made to
i, - this haughty prelate, he treated the deputies of the
x753.  parliament with ‘the moft fupercilious contempt,

and even ['f‘('m”w to brave’ the power and authority

of that body. They, on the other hand , proceeded

to take cognizance of the recufant clergy, until their
fovereign ordered them ‘to defift. Then they pre-

fented remonftrances to his Majelty , reminding him

of their privileges, and the duty of their Ration,

which obliged them to do juftice on all delinquents,

In the mean time, they continued to pcrform their
functions , and even commenced a profecution

againft th° Bithop of Orleans,, whom they fummon-

ed toattend their tribunal. Next'day they received

from Verfuilles a lettre de cachet, accompanied by

letters- patent, commanding them to {ufpend all
profecutions relating to the refufal of the facra-

ments ; and ovdering the letters- patent to be re-
giltered. Inftead of obeying thefe commands, they
prefented new remonftrances, for anfwers to which

they were referred to the King's former declarations.

In conlequence of this intimation, they had fpirit
enough to refolve, ¢ That, whereas certain evil-

“ minded perfons had prevented truth from reach-

L im‘; thethrone, the chambers remained affembled,

and all other bufinels fhould be fulpended.” The
affair was now become very r:‘rirm;. His Majefty,
by frefh letters-patent, rcm:\"(u his orders, and com-
m'—x.ldeﬁm*mfnn.orr ed with their ordinary bufinefs,
on pain of incurring his d difpleafure. They forchwich

. came to another refolution , importing, that they

could not obey this injunction without a breach of

(19
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tl*-ir dvty m({ their oath. N

xt day lertres de cache

{ the king-
¥ at cham-
ber, which i‘.i‘.-‘: court did not
their brethren. They forthw
by the two refolutions mentioned above
an inftance of th kén fortitude,
ecclefiatic to be taken into cuftedy for refufin
facraments. This fp mea
in the fate of the ref they -were alfo exilec
from Paris , the citizens of which did not fajl to extol
their condué® with the londeft encomiums, and at
the fame time to exprefs their refentment againft the
clergy , who could not ftir abroad without being
expofed to violence orinfult. The f ]

parliament of Paris was followed by aen
which had courage enough to iffue orders for ape
prehending the Bmlop of Evrenx ; bccaufc he had
refufed to appear when fummoned to their tribunal,
Their decrees on this accafion being annulled by
the King’s council of [tate, they prefented a bold
remonfirance, which, however, had no other eflec
than that of exafperating the miniftry. A grand de-
putation teing ordered to attend ‘the King, they
were commanded to defilt from intermeddling in
difputes relating to the rcfufal of the facraments , and
to regifler this injunQion. = At their return they had
rccmufe to a new remonfirance; and one of their
principal counfeliors , who had fpoken freely in the
debates on this fubject, was arrefted by a party of
dragoons, who carried him prifoner to the cafile of
Dourlens. Ina word, the body of the peeple declared

fure involved
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B0 O K for the puliament, in oppofition to ecclefiaftical

tyranny; and, h id l:hey not been over-awed bya
formidable ﬁavdmg army , would certainly have
taken up arms in defence of their liberties; while the
monarch weakly fuffered himfelf to be governed by
prieftiy delufions; and fecure in his military appoint-
ments, feemed to fetthe reft of his fubjects at defi-
ance. Apprehenfive, however, that thefe difputes
would put an entire ftop to the adminiftration of
juftice, he, by letters- patent, eftablifhed a royal
chamber for the profecution of {uits civil and cri-
minal , which was opened with a folemn mafs per-
formed in the Queen’s chapel at the Louvre, where
all the members aflilted. On this occafion another
difficulty occurred. The letters- patent conflituting
this new court ought to have been regiftered by the
parhament, which was now no more. To remedy
this defe&, application was made tothe inferior court
of the Chatelet; which r(—-{uﬁng to regifter them,
one of its members was committed to the Baftille,
and another abfconded. Intimidated by this exertion
of defpotic power, they allowed the King’s officers
to enter the Iett\_is i their regifter ; but allcrwards
adopted more vigorous refolutions. The lieutenant
civil appearing in their court, all the counfellors
rofe up :mc! ret n@d leaving h:;n alone; and on the
table an arret, importing, That whereas the confine-
mene of one of their members, the perfecution of
another, who durft not appear, and the prefent ca-
lamitiés of the nation, eave them jult apprehenfion
for their own perfons, they had, after marure delibe-
ration, thought proper to retire. Thus a dangerous
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ferment was excited by the King’s efpo Ildn"‘l he canfe
(‘ffnlmual infolence and oppreilion: 1t the gene-
ral voice of his people, and the plaineft dictates of
reafon and common fenfe.

§ XXXIV. The property of Eaft-Friezeland conti-
nued fill to be the fource of contention between the
Ele@ors of Brandenburghand Hanover. The interefts
of his Britannic Majefty being powerfully fupported

by the houfe of Aufiria, the minifler of that power
at the diet propofed that the affair thould be taken
into immediate confideration. He was {econded | by
the minifier of Brunfwick ; but the envoy from
Brandenburgh, having protefted in formagain(t this
procedure, withdrew from the affemblyg and the
Brunfwick minifter made a counter. ;J,o eftation,
after which healfo retired. Thenamotion being made,
that this difpute fhould be referred to the decifion of
the Aulic council at Vienna, it was carried in the
affirmative by a majority of fourteen voices. His Pruf-
fian Majefly’s final declaration with regard to this
affair was afterwards prefented to the diet, and
anfwered in the fequel by a memorial from b'“ B
tannic Majefty ss Elecior of Hanover. Some other
petty difputes likewis

111-

fe happened between the re-
ANOVET 2l y of Munfter; and the
former claiming for bailiwicks 1n the territories
of Bremen, fequeftered certain revenues belonging
to this city, in Stade and Verden, till thefe claims
fhould be fausfied.

§ XXXV. The court of Vienna having dropp=d
for the prefent the {cheme for electing a king of the
Romans, concluded a very extraordinary treaty with

CHADL.
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B o ox the Duke of Modena, ftipulating , that Ii’s ferene
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highnefs (hould be appointed perpetual governcr of
the duchy of Milan, with a falary of ninety thoufand
florins, on condition that he fhould maintain a body
of four thoufand men, to be at the difpofal of the
Ewmprefs-Queen; that her Imperial Majelty fhould
havea right to place garrifons in the citadels of Mi-
randola and Reggio, as well as in the caftle of Mafla-
Carrara: that the ‘Archduke Peter Leopold, third
fon of their Imperial majefties , (hould efpoufe the
daughter of the Hereditary Prince of Modena, by
the heirels of Malfa-Carrara; and, in cafe of her dying
without heirs male, the eftates of that houfeand the
duchy ofMirandola fhould devolve to the Arch-
duke; but in cafe of ber having male iffue, that flie
fhould enjoy the principality of Fermia, and other
pofleflions in Hungary, claimed by the Duke of Me-
dena, forher fortune: finally, that on the extin&ion
ofthe male branch of the houfe of Efte, all the domi-
nions of the Duke of Modena fhould devolve to the
houfe of Auftria.

§ XXXV I While the powers on the continent of
Europe were thus employed in firengthening their
refpective interellts, and concerting meafures for pre-
venting any interruption of the general tranquillity,
matters were falt ripening to a frefh rupture between
the fubje&@s'of Great-Britain and France, in different
parts of North-America. We have already obferved
that commuffaries had been appointed, and conferen-
ces opened at Paris, to determine the difputes be-
tween the two crowns, relating to the boundaries
of Nova-Scotia ; and we tock notice in general
of

—— — e
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of the little arts of evafion pra@ifed by the French
commiffaries ; to darken and perplex the di fpute,
and elude the pretenfions of his i' {rmmb Majefty.
They perfifted in employi nefe arts of chicanery
and cavil with fuch perfeveérance, that

tion proved aborti
and cvery thing f

o

€ nezocia-

1e conferences broke up,

ok
o

St
eemed to portend approaching
hoftilities. But before we proceed to a detail of the
incidents which were the immediate forerunners of
i leavour to convey a juft idea
of the difpute concerning Nova:Scotia; which, we
:sp-:):'cbemi 1s but imperfeétly underfood though of
thie utmoft importance to the intereft of Great-Britain.
§ XXXVIL Nova-Scotia, called by the French
Acadia, lies t‘-"tv"*"n the iory fourth and fiftieth
degrees ol north latitude,, having Ne ew-Lngland and
the Atlantic ocean to the fouth and fouth-wel}, and
the river and gulf of St. Laurence to the north and

o

north:eaft. ﬁ, he winter , which continues near

the war, we will e

feven months in this cout 1&;‘5:, is i'l-“:nfu} cold ; and,
without the intervention o any thir ng that ¢an be
called fpring, itis immediate ! y fucceeded by a fume.
mer, the heat u}f“.rhl"wis:z!m7&i.:f}.p‘mnm>h~ bu
of no long continvance. The foil in general is thin
and barren, though fome parts of it are faid to be
equal to the beft land in England. The whole
country 1s covered with a perpetual fog, even
after the fummer has commenced. It was firft
pollefled by the French, before they made any
eltablifhment in Canada; who, by dint of induftry
and indefatigable perfeverance, in ftruggling with

the many d;ﬁlcultles they necellarily labored under
Vor. V.
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in the infancy of this fettlement, {ubfilted tolerably
well, and increafled confiderably , with very little
afliftance from Eumpc' whilft we even now {hould
lofe the immen{e expenfe we have already been atto
fettle a colony there, and (hould feeall our endea-
vours to that end defeated if the fupport of the royal
hand was withdrawn but for a moment. This
country, by the poffeffion of which an enemy would
be enabled greatly to annoy all our other colonies,

and, if in the hands of the l,e;*ch, would be of
ﬁnnviax fervice, both to their filhery and their fugar-
iﬂ.l‘]d has fr lvenuy changed hands from the
Fi"l"Cﬂ to the Englifh, and from the Englifh back
again to the Fre.u,[_, till our right to it was finally
fettled by the twelfth article of the treaty of Utreche,
by which all the country included within the ancient
limits of what was called Nova-Scotia, or Acadia,
was ceded to the Englith. This article was con-
firmed by the treaty of Aix-la- Chapelle; but for
want of afcertaining diftincily what were the bourds
intended to be fixed by the two nations with refpect
to this province, difputes arofe, and commiffaries,
as we have obferved, were appointed by both
fides, toadjuft the litigation.

§ XXXVIN. The u,mmlhaues‘ of the King of
Great-Britain conformed themfelves to the rule laid
down by the treaty itfelf , andaffigned thole as the
ancient limits off]nccmm*ry which had always paffed
as fuch, from the very earlieflt time of any certainty,
down to the conclufion of the treaty; which the two
crowns had frequently declared to be fuch, and
which the French had often admitted and allowed.
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Thefe limits are, the fouthern bank of the river St.
Laurence to the north, and Pentagoet to the weft :
the country fituated between thefe boundaries is
that which the French received by the treaty of St.
Germain’s, in the year one thoufand fix hundred and
thirty-two, under the general name of Acadia. Of
this country, thus limited, they continued in pof-
feflion from that period to the year onec tho ufand fix
hundred and fifty-four,when a defcent was made upon
it under the command of Colonel Sedgwic. That
thefe were then the difputed limits of Acadia his Bri-
tannic Majelty’s commiffaries plainly proved,by a let-
ter of Louis XIII. to the Sieurs Charanifay and La
Tour, regulating their juriidictions in Acadia by the
fubfequentcommiflionsof the FrenchKing to the fame
perfons, as governors of Acadia,in the fequel;and
by that which was afterwards granted to the Sieur
Denys, in the year one thoufand fix hundred and
fifty - four; all of which extend the bounds of this
country from the river St. Laurence to Pentagoet
and New-England. That thefe were the notions of
the French with refped to the ancient limits of this
province was further confirmed by the demand made
by theirambaffador, in the courfe of that fame year,
for the reltitution of the forts Pentagoet, St. John’s,
and Port ~-Royal, as forts fituated in Acadia. In
the year one thoufand fix hundred and fitxy-two ,
upon the revival of the claims of France to the country
of Acadia, which had beenlelt undecided by the
treaty of Weftminfter , the French ambaflador ,
then at the court of London, affigned Pentagoet
as the weftern, and the river St. Laurence as the

M 2
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northern boundary of that country ; and alledged
the reftitution of Acadia in the year one thoufand
fix hundred and thirty-two and the pofieflion taken
by France in confequence thereof , as well as the
continuation of that pofleffion, with the fame
limits, to the year oie thoufand {ix hundred and
Ht} -four, as pmmq of the equity and validity of
the claim he then made: in which claim, and in
the manner of fupporting it, he was particularly
approved of by the court of France. The fame
court afterwards thought it fo clear, upon
former determinations , and her own former
poffeffions, that the true ancient boundaries of
Acadia were Pentagoet to the welt, and the river
St. Laurence to the north, that fhe defired no fpecifi-
cation of limits in the treaty of Breda, but was
contented with the reftitution of Acadia, generally
named : and, upon a difpute which arofe in the
execation of this treaty, France re-afferted, and
at-Britain, after fome difcuifion agreed to the
above-mentioned limits of Acadia; and France
obia?-*ed poffcffion of that counu; o bounded,
Breda, "The fenfe of France
upon this fub the years one thoufand fix
bhundred and et five, and one thoufand fix
hundred and eighty-feven, was alfo clearly mant-
fefted, in the memorials delivered at that time by
the French ambaifador at the court of Lendon,
complaining of fome encroachments made by the
Lnglifh upon the coaft of Acadia: he defcribed
the country as extending from ifle Percee, which
lies at the entrance of the river St. Laurence,
to St. George’s ifland : and again, in a fubfequent

r

under the tre 1
s




GEORGE IR 165

complaint, made by Monf. Barillon and Monl.
de Bonrepaus to the court of Great-Britain , againft
the judge of Pemaquid , for having feized the
effects of a French merchant at Pentagoet, which,
faid they, was fituated in Acadia, as reflored to
France by the treaty of Breda. To explain the
fenfe of France, touching the bounds of Acadiain
the year one thoufand feven hundred, the Britith
commiffaries produced a propofal of the French
ambaffador, then refiding in Great- Britain, to
reftrain the limits of that country te the river St
George. Theyalloinftanced the furrender of Port-
Roya lm the year one thoufand feven hundred
and ten, inwhich Acadiais defcribed with the fame
limits with which France had received it in the
years' one thoufand fix hundred and t'nirtj -two,
and one thoufand Px hundred and fixty-feven.
And further to afcertain the fenfe of both crowns,
even at the treaty of Utrecht itfelf, they produced
the Queen of Great- Britain’s inftrudions to her
ambafladors in the year one thoufand feven hun-
dred and eleven, in which thfy were dire@ed to
infift, « That his moft Chriftian Majelly [hould
% quit all claim or title, by wvirtue of any former
« treaty , orotherwife, to the ccuntry called Nova-
« Scotia, and exp pref {sly to Port. ».Lw , otherwife
« Annapolis-Royal.” To thefe they added a manifelt
demonfiration, founded on in rh’m table fads, pro-
ving, that the recital of the feveral forts of right
which France bhad ever pretended to this country,
and the fpecification of both terms, Acadia, or Nova-
Scotia, were intended by Great-Britain to obviate
M 3
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all doubts which had ever been made concerning the
limits of Acadia, and to comprehend with more cer-
tainty all thac covntry which France had ever re-
cetved as fuch: finally, tofpecify what Frarce confi-
dered as Acadia,during thetreaty they referred to the
offers of that crown in the year one thonfand feven
hundredand twelve,in which (he propofed to refirain
the boundary of Acadia to theriver St. George asa
departure from its real boundary,in cafe Great. Britain
would reftore to her the poffeffion of that country.
From all thefe facts it plainly appears, that Great-
Britain demanded nothing but what the fair conftrue.
tion of the words of the treaty of Utrecht neceffarily
implies; and that it is impoflible for any thing to have
more evident marks of candor and fairnefs in it,
than the demand of the Englifh on this occalion. From
the variety of evidence brought in fupport of this
claim , it evidently refults, that the Englifh commif-
faries afligned no limitsas the ancient limits of A cadia,
but thofe which France herfelf determined to be fuch
in the year one thonfand {ix hundred and thirty-two;
and which fhe poflfefied , in confequence of that de-
termination, tiil the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fifty-four ; thac inone thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-two France claimed , and received in onethou-
fand fix bundred and {ixty-nine , the country which
Great- Britain now claims as Acadia , reftored to
France by the treaty of Breda under that general de-
nomination : that France never confidered Acadia
as having any other limits than thofe which were
affigned to it from the yearone thoufand fix hun.
dred and thirty-two, to the year one thoufand feven
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hundred and ten; and that, by the treaty of Utrecht, cHA ».
fhe engaged to transfer that very fame country as I
Acadia, which France has always afferted and 1753
poflefied, and Great-Britain now claims, as fuch.

' Should the crown of France, therefore, be ever

d foe willing to decide what are the ancient limits of

ey Acadia, by her own declarations fo frequently
t & made in like difcullions upon the {ame point, by
Bricy her poffeffions of this country for almoft a century,

and by her defeription of Acadia, during the
negociation of that very treaty upon which this
doubt is raifed, fhe cannot but admit the claim of
Great-Britain to be conformable to the treaty of
Utrecht, and to the defcription of the country
transferred to Great-Britain by the twelith article
of that treaty. There is a confiftency in the claim
I of the Englifh, and 2 completenefs in the evidence
oozt brought in fupport of it, which is feldom feen in
difcuffions of this fort; for it rarely happens, in
difputes of fuch a nature between two crowns,
that either of them can fafely offer to have its
pretenfions decided by the known and repeated
declarations, or the poffeffions of the other. To
anfwer the force of this detail of conclufive
hiftorical fads, and to give a new turn to the
real queftion in difpute , the French commiffaries,
in their memorial , Iaid it down as a diftinétion made
by the treaty of Utrecht, that the ancient limits of
Acadia, referred to by that treaty , are different from
any with which that country may have paffed
under the treaties of St. Germains and Breda; and
then endeavoured to fhow, upon the tefimonies
M 4
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of maps and hiltorians, that Acadia and its limits
were ;mcit-nt]y confined to the fouth-eafiern part
of the peninfula. In fupport of this fyflem, the
French commiflaries had recourfeto ancient maps and
hiftorians, who, asthey afferted , had ever confined
Acadia tothe limits they affigned. They alledged,
that thofe commufiions of the French government
over Acadia, which the Englifh cited as evidences of
the limits they claimed , were given as commiflions
over Acadia and the country around it, and not
over Acadia only: that the whole of the country clat.
med by the Englith as Acadia could not poflibly be
fuppofed ever to be confidered as fuch, becaufe
many parts of that tervitory always did, and fill
do, preferve particolar and diftin& names. They
affirmed New France to be a province in itfelf;
and argued , that many parts of what we claim
as Acadia can never have been in Acadia, becaufe
hiftorians and the French comm

iffions of government
exprefsly placethem in New France. They alferted ,
that no evidence can be drawn of the opinion of any
crown, with refpect to the limits of any country
from its declaration during the negociation of a
treaty; and, in the end, relying upon maps and hifs
torians for the ancient limits of Acadia, they pre-
tended that the exprefs reflitution of St. Germain’s,
and the pofieffion taken by France in confequence
of the treaty of Breda, after a long difcuflion of the
limits, and the declaration of France during the
negociation of the treaty of Utrecht, were foreign
tothe point in queftion. Inrefutation of thefe max-
ims, the Englilh commiffaries proved, from an
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examination of the maps and hiflorians cited by
the French in fupport of their {yftem, that if
this queltion was to be decided upon the authori-
ties which they themfelves allowed to belong,
and to be applicable, to this difcuffion, the limits
which they aliigned were utterly inconfiftent with
the beft maps of 2ll countries, which are authorities
in point for almoft every part of the claim of Great-
Britain. They (howed, that the French hifterians
Champlain and Denys, and particularly this laft,
wich his commiffion in the year one thoufand fix
bondred and fifty-five, affigned the fame northern
ind weftern limits to Acadia which they did; and
that Efcarbot, another of their hiftorians, as faras
any evidence can be drawn from his writings,
agrees entirely with the former two. They obferved,
that all thefe evidences fall in with and confirm the
better authorities of treaties, and the feveral tranf-
actions between the two crowns for near a century
paft; and that the French commiffaries, by devi-
ating from treaties, and the late proceedings of the
two crowns, to ancient hiftorians and maps, only
made a tranfition from an authentic to an infuf-
Fcient fort of evidence; and led the Englith com-
miffaries into an inquiry, which proved, that both
the proper and the improper, the regular and the
foreign evidence, upon which this matter had been
cfted, equally confuted the limits alledged by the
French commilfaries as the ancient limits of Acadia.
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§ 1. Ambitious fchemes ofthe French in North-America.
II. ],“;:{,‘: and condult of the Oliio company. [l1.
Letier from the governor of Virginia to the French
commander at Riviere-au-Beuf. 1V. Perfidious
praélices of the French in Nova-Scotia. V. Ma-
jor Laurence defeats the French neutrals., V1. Bri-
tifle ambaflador at Paris amufed with general pro-
mifes. VII. Seffion opened. VIIL. Supplies granted.
IX. Repeal of the ait for naturalizing fews. X.
Motion for repealing a former aél favorableto the
Jews. Xl. Eafi-India mutiny-bill. XIL ".'[é of
Le — XU Seffion clofed. XIV. Death of Mr.
Pelham. Change in the minifiry. XV. New parlia-
meni affembled and prorogued. XV1. D{/pmes in the
Irifh parliiament. XVIL. Tranfactionsinthe Eaft-In-
dies. XVIII. Account of the Englifh [fettlements on the
Malabar and Coromandel coafls. XIX. Difpute
about the government of Arcot. XX. Mahommed
Ali Ehan /ffr)"o;feff by the ]Lnrr[ﬁz XXI. Mr. Clive
takes Arcot. XXII. And defeats the enemy in the
Plains of Arani,and at ,ar}fcff'm"fr’ XX1I1. He re-
duces three forts, and takes M. d Anteuil.  XXIV.
Chunda Saib taken and pui to death, and his army
routed. XXV. Convention between the Eaft-India
companies of England and France. XXVI. General
iew of the Briti/h colonies in North-America.
XXVIL. New-England and New-York. XXVIIL
New-Ferfey. XXIX. Pennfylvania. XXX. Mary-
land. XXXI. Virginia. XXXII. The twao
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Carolinas. XXX, Georgia. XXXIV. The
French furprife Logs-Town ,onthe Ohio. XXXV.
Conference with the Indians at Albany. XXXVL
_ Colonel Wafhington defeated and iaken by the
French on the Ohio. XXXVIL Divifions among
the Britifh colonies. XXXVIII. The Heredilary
Prince of Hefle-Caffel profeffes the Roman Catholic
religion. XXX1X. Parliament of Paris recalled from
exile, XL. Affairs of Spain and Portugal. XLI.
- Seflion opened. XLIL. Supplies granted, XLIIL
Bill in tehalf of Chelfea-penfioners. XLIV. Ozx-
Jordfhire-eleclion. XLV. Me[lage from the King to
the Houfe of Commons. XLVI. Gourt of Verfailles
amufes the Englifh minifiry. XLVIL Seffion
clofed.

§ L %&' HILE the Britith miniftry depended
upon the fuccels of the conferences between the
commiffaries of the two crowns at Paris, the French
were actually employed in executing their plans of
encroachment upon the Britifh colonies in North-
America. Their fcheme was to engrofs the whole
fur-trade of that continent ; and they bad already
made great progrefs in extending a chain of forts,
connedting their fettlements on the river IMiffif-
{ippi with their poffeffions in Canada, along the
great lakes of Hrie and Ontario , which laft iffues
mto the river St. Laurence. By thefe means they
hoped to exclude the Englifh from all communi-
cation and traffic with the Indian nations, even
thofe that lay contiguous to the Britifh fettlements,
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and confine them within a line of their drawing,
beyond which they fhould neither extend their trade
nor plantations. Their commercial fpirit did not
keep pace with the gigantic firides of their am.
bition : they could not fupply all thole indians with
the necefiaries they wanted, fo that many of the na-
tives had recourfe to the Englifh fettlements ; and this
commerce produced a connexion, in confequence
of which the Britith adventurers ventured to tra-
vel with merchandife as far as the banks of the
river Ohio, that runs into the Miffiffippi, a great
way on the other fide of the Apalachian mountains,
beyond which none of our colonifts had ever at-
tempted to penetrate. The trac of country lying
along the QOhio is fo fertile, pleafant, and inviting,
and the Indians, called Twightees, who inhabit
thofe delightful plains, were fo well difpofed to-
wards a clofe alliance with the Englith, that, as
far back as the year one thoufand {even hundred
and fixteen, Mr. Spotfwood, governor of Vir.
ginia, propefed a plan for ereing a company to
fettle fuch lands upon this river as fhould be ceded
to them by treaty with the natives ; but the defiga
was at that time frufirated, partly by the indolence
and timidity of the Britifh miniftry, who were afraid
of giving umbrage to the French, and partly by
the jealoufies and divifions fubfifling between the
different colonies of Great-Britain. The very fame
circumftances encouraged the French to proceed in
their project of invafion. At length, they pene-
trated from the banks of the river St. Laurence,
acrofs lake Champlain, and upon the territory of
New-York buile with impunity, and, indeed,
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without oppofition, the fort of Crown.Point, the gga P,
moft infolent and dangerous encroachment that  yyr.
they had hitherto carried into execution. 1753
§ II. Governor Spotfwood’s fcheme for an Ohio
company was revived immediately after the peace
of Aix-la-Chapelle, when certain merchants of
London, who traded to Maryland and Virginia,
petitioned the government on this fubjedt, and
were indulged not only with a grant of a great
tra®t of ground to the fouthward of Pennfylvania,
which they promifed to fettle; but aifo with an
exelufive privilege of trading with the Indians on
the banks of the river Ohio. Their defign no fooner
tranfpired , than the French governor of Canada
took thealarm, and wrote letters to the governors of
New-Yorkand Pennfylvania, giving them to under-
ftand , that as the Evglifh inland traders had en-
croached on the French territories and privileges,
by trading with the Indians under the protection
of his fovereign, he would feize them wherever they
could be found, 1fthey did not immediately defifk
from that illicit practice. Noregard being paid to this
intimation, he next year caufed three Britifh tra.
ders to be arrefted. Their effedts were confilcated,
and they themfelves conveyed to (Juebec, from
whence they were fent prifoners to Rochelle in
France , and there detained 1n confinement. In this
fituation they prefented a remonfirance to the Earl
i of Albemale, at that time Englith ambaffador
in Paris, and he claiming them as Britith fubje&s,
they were {ct at liberty. Although, in anfwer to
his lordfhip’s memorial, the court of Verfailles

t
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promifed to tranfmit erders to the French governors
in America to ufe all theirendeavours for preventing
any dilputes, that might have a tendency to alter the
good correfpondence eﬂah‘iﬂ'}ﬂd between the two

nations; in all probnbiiuy the directions given were
feemingly the very reverfe of th 1: p.ohi’ﬁons , for
the French commanders, partifans, and agents in

~

America, took every flep tl.c1 bufy genius could
fuggeft, to firengthen their own power, and weaken
the influence ofthe Englifh, by embroiling them with
the Indian nations. This talk they four nd the more
eafy, as the natives had taken offence againft th
Engzlifh, when they undcaﬂood that their las
ivenaway without their knowledge, and that there

g 8 .

was a defign to build fcztr in their country, without

their confent and concurrence. Indeed the perfon
£,

whom the new company employed to furvey th
banks of the Ohio concealed his defign fo c-u"fully,
and behaved in other refpeds in fuch a dark myReri-
manner, as could not fail fo aroufe the _]\...loufy
of a people naturally nquifitive, and very much
addicted to fufpicion. How the company propoled
to rctth: t: 15 z!cqui

on in defpite of the native

i

poffeflorsitis not ealy to conceive, and it is fill more
unaccountable that they fhounld have neglected the
natives, whofe confentand afiftance they might have
procured at a very fmall expenfe. Inftead ofacting
fuch a fair, open, and honorable part, they fenta
Mr. Gift to make a clandeltine furvey ofthe country,
as far as the falls of the river Ohio; and, as we have
obferved above, his condu alarmed both the French
and Indians. The erection of this company was




GEORGE TE 175
equally difagreeable to the feparate traders of Virgi-
nia and Pennfylvania, who faw themf{clves on the
eve of being deprived of a valuable branch of
traffic, by the exclufive charter of a monopoly;
and therefore they employed their emiffaries to
foment the jealoufy of the Indians.

§ III. The French having in 2 manner commenced
hoftilities againft the Englifh, and actually built forts
on the territories of the Britith allies at Niagara,

and on the lake Erie, Mr. Hamilton, governor of

Pennfylvania, communicated this intelligence to the
affembly of the provinge, and reprefented the necefl-
fity of eredting truck-houfes, or places of firength and
fecurity , on theriver Ohio, to which the traders
might retire in cafle ofinfult or moleftation. The pro-
pofal was approved, and money granted for the
purpofe ; but the alfembly could not agree about the
manner in which they fhould be erected; and in the
mean time the French fortified themfelves at leifure,
and continued to harafs the traders belonging to
the Britifh fettlements. Repeated complaints of
thele encroachments and'depredations beingrepre-
fented to Mr. Dinwiddie, governor of Virginia,
he , towards the latter end of this very year, fent
Major Waflhington witha letter to the commanding
officer of a fort which the French had built on the
Riviere-au-Beeuf, which falls into the Ohio |, not far
from the lake Erie. In this letter Mr. Dindwiddie ex-
prefled his furprile that the French thould build forts
and make (ettlements ontheriver Ohio, in thewellern
partofthe colony of Virginia, belonging to the crown
of Great-Britain. He complained of thefe encroach-
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ments , as well as of the injuries done to the
fubjedls of Great- Brit“iin, in open violation of the law
adtually fubfilting bes
tween the twocrowns. He defired fto know by whofe
duthority and .mtrucm, s his Brtannic Majelly’s
territories had beeninvaded; and reguired him to de-
part in peace without further profecuting a plan
which mult mtc::an the harmony and good under-
ftanding which his Majefty was delirous to continue

and cultivate v=;th the Moft Chriftian King. To this
fpirited intimation the officer replied, T hat 1t was not
his province to fpecify the evidence, and demonftrate
the right of the King his mafter to the lands ficvated
on the river Ohio ; but he would tranfmit the lecter
to the Marquis du Quefne, and act according to the
anfwet he fhould receive from that nobleman. Io the
mean time, he faid he did not think himfelf obliged to
obey the fummons of Lhch.zgl th gov‘c:'nor; that he
commanded the fort by virtue of an order from his
general, tow hich he was determined to conform with

of nations, and of the treaties
5

s

all the precifion and refolution of a good officer. M.
Dinwiddie c:\:pedcd no other reply, and therefore
had pl\.-icc"tcr. a fort to be erected near the forks of the
river. Theprovinceundertook to defray theexpenfe,
and the ftores for that p 1'pmc were ah'cady provid-
ed; but by fome fat: 1 verlight , the concurrence
of thc Indians was neither obtumcd nor folicited,
and, therefore they looked upon this meafure with
an cv.lc re, as a manileft invafion of their property.

§ 1IV. W inlu the French thus induftrioufly ex-
tended their encroachments to the fouthward, they
were not idle in the gulf of St. Laurence , but feized

every
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every opportunity of diftreffing the Englifh fettlement
of Nova-Scotia. We bave already obferved, that
the town of Halifax was no fooner buile, than they
fpirited up the Indians of that neighbourhood to
commit holtilities againft the inhabitants, fome of
whom they n1urdelcd, hnciuthersthey carried pri-
foners to Loutibourg, where they fold them for arms
and ammunicion, the Freach pretending that they
maintained this traffic from motives of pure coms
paflion, in order to prevent the maffacre of the Eng-
lith captives, whom, however, they did not fet at
liberty without exacting an exorbitant ranfom. As
thefe fculking parties of Indians were generally dis
rected and headed by French commanders , repeat-
ed complaints were made to the governor of Louis-
bourg, who flill anfwered , that his jurifdi&ion did
not extend over the Indians, and thattheir French
conductors were chofen from the inhabitants of An-
PWpOH%,\vhoEPOUUhtFropertnlfn1ﬁninthatcoun~
try after 1t was ceded to the HEnglith, and were in
fact, the fubjecs of Great- Britain.  Even while the
conferences were carried on for afcertaining the li-
IFﬂjUfWCV1S”OtmthchVﬂﬂOFOICQDQdHdCHChEd
M. La Corne, with fome regular troo ps, and abody
of milicia, to fortify a poft on the bay of Chignecto,
on pretence that this and a great part of the peninfula
belonged to his government. The poffeffion of this
polt not only fecured to the Indians of the continent
afree entrauice into the peninfula, and a fafe retreat
n cafe of purfuit; but alfo encouraged the French
inhabitants of Annapolis to rife in open rebellion
againft the Englifh government.

Vou. V. N
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§ V. Iuthe fpring of the year one thoufand feven
bundred and fifty, General Cornwallis, governor
of Halifax, detached Major Laurence with a few
nen to reduce them to obedience. At his approach
they burned their town to athes, forfook their pol
fefiions , and threw themfelves under the protection
of M. La Corne, who, thus re-enforced, found him-
felf at the head of fifteen hundred men, well provid-
ed with arms and ammunition. Mzjor Laurence
being unable to cope wich him in che field , demand-
ed an interview , at which he defired to know for
what caufe the French inhabitants of Nova- Scotia
bad fhaken offtheir allegiance to the Crown of Great-
Britain, and violated the neutrality which they had
hitherto 2ffe@ted to profefs. The French officer,
without pretending to account for their behaviour,
gave bim to underfiand in general terms, that he
had orders to defend his poft, and thefe orders he
was determined to obey. The Englifh Major find-
ing himfelf too weak to attack their united force,
and having no orders to commit hoftilities againft
any but the Indians and their open abettors, re-
turned to Halifax, without baving been able to fulfil
the purpofe of his expedition. Immediately after
his retreat, the French neutrals (fo they were called)
returned to the habitations which tl;.e)r had aban-
doned: and, in conjun&ion with the Indians, re-
newed their depredations npon the inhabitants of
Halifax and its dependent fetclernents.  The Englifh
governor, jultly incenfed at thefe outrages, and fee-
ing they would neither fubmit to the Englifh govern-
ment themfelves , nor allow others to enjoy it with
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tranquillity , refclved to expel them effedually from
the country they foill deferved to poliefs. XV?ﬂor
Laurence was again detached with a thoufand men ,
tranfported by fea, to Chigne®o, where he found
the French and [.m.‘ms mtrenched , in order to dife
pute hislanding. NotwithRanding this oppoiition,
he made a defcent with a few companies, received
and returned a {mart fire, and rufhing into their in-
trenchments , obliged them to fly with the utmoft
precipitation , leaving a confiderable number killed
and wounded on the fpot. The fugitives faved thems
felves by croffing a river, on the fasther bank of
which La Corne ftood at the head of his troops ,
drawn up in order to receive them as friends and de-
pendents. He had by this time ereced a fort, which
he denominated Beau Sejour; and now the Englifh
builtanother on the oppofite fide of the river, which
was called afier its founder St. Laurence. This being
provided with a good garrifon, ferved as a check
upon the Freach, and in fon~‘ meafure refirained
the incurfions of their barbarians. Not that iteffec-
tually anfwered this purpofe; for the Indians and
neatrals ftill feized every opportunity of attacking
the Englifh in the interior parts of the peninfula, In
the courfe of the fucceeding year they furprifed the
little town of Dartmouth on the other fide of Halifax-
bay, where they killed and {calped a great number
of people , and carried off fome prifoners. For
thefe expeditions the French always fupplied them
with boats, canoes, arms, and ammunition ; and
indeed they were condudted with fuch care and fe-
erecy , that it was almolft impoffible to prevent their
N 2
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g oox fuccefs. One fure remedy againft the fudden and
111, [Ttolen incurfions of thofe favages might have been
1753 found in the ufe of ftaunch hounds, which would

have run upon the foot, detected the fculking par-
ties of the Indians, and frultrated all their ambufca-
des ; but this expedient, fo eafy and practicable, was
never tried , though frequentdy recommended in
public to the attention of the government and the
confideration of the colonifts. The Indians conti-
nued to plunder and maffacre the Britifh fubjects with
impunity , and were countenanced by the French
oovernmentin that country , who now fir engthened
thelr lodgement on the neck of the peninfula with an
additional fort , diltinguifhed by the name of Baye-
verte; and bmlt a thnd at the mouth of St. John’s

river, on the north-fide of the bay of Fundy.
§ VI All thefe previous fteps to a rupture with
England were taken with great deliberation, while
the commiflaries of both nations we 1ed|fputm gabout
the limits of the very country which they thus arro-
gantly ufurped ; and they proceeded to perfect their
chain of forts to the fouthward , without paying the
leaft regard to the ew\of\nhtm..s of the Englifh go-
vernors, or to a memorial prefented at Verfailles by
the Earl of Albemarle, the Bricilh minilter. He de-
manded that exprefs orders (hould be fentto M. de La
Jonquiere, the commander for the Frenchin America,
to defift from violence againft the Britifh fubjects
in that country: that the fort of Nia wgara fhould be |
momediately rafed: that the fubjects “of Great-Bri-
tzin, who had been made prifovers, fhould be fet
at liberty , and indemnified for the loffes they had
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fultaived : and that the perfons who had committed
thefe excefles (hould be punithed 1n an exemplary
manner. Trueitis, fix Englihmen , whom they had
unjuftly taken, were immediately difmiffed ; and the
ambaflador amufed with general promifes of fending
fuch iaftruéions to the French governor in America,
as fhould anticipate any caufe of complaint for the
future : but, far from having any intention to pers
form thefle promifes, the court of Verfailles , with-
out all doubt, exhorted La Jonquiere to proceed in
bringing its ambitious fchemes to perfection.

§ V1L Every incident in America feemed to prog-
nofticate war, when the feflion of parliament was
opened on the fifteenth day of November: yet his
Majefty , on this occafion , told them , That the
events of the year had not made it neceffary for him
to offer any thingin particular to their confideration,
relating to foreignaffairs. Heeven declared, that the
continuance of the public tranquillity,and the general
ftate of Europe, remained upon the fame footing as
when they laft parted ; and alfured them of his {teadi-
nefs inpurfuing the moft effectual meafures to preflerve
to his people the bleflings of peace. He exprefled
uncommon concern that the horrid crimes of rob-
bery and murder were of late rather increafed than
diminifhed, and earneftly recommended this impor-
tant object to their ferious attention. Afiectionate
addrefles were prefented by both Houfes in anfwer
to this harangue; and, what was \'ci‘y remarkable ,
they were propofed and paffed without queftion or
debate. ‘

§ V1L The Commons continued the fame number

N3
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of feamen and land-forces for the enfuing year which
had been granted in the laft feffion, and made fit-
able provifion forall the exigencies of the [tate. The
whole fupply amounted to two millions feven hun-
dred ninety-feven thoufand nine hundred and fixteen
pounds, ten thillings, and two-pence, to be raifed
by aland-tax'of two [hillings in the pound, a malt-tax,
a continuation of certain du i

ties on wine, Vi
cider, and beer imported, afumtaken from the fink-

ar

ng fund, and the ov erplus of certain grants, funds,
and duties. The provifions made confiderably ex-
ceeded the grants; E 4

with the interelt of what fhould be borrowed upon
the credit of the land or malt-tax, there being a claule
of credit in both, as alfo with the deficiency (if any
{hould happen) in the fums they were computed to
produce. The Houle agreed to all thefe refolutions
almoft unanimoufly : indeed , no oppofition was
made to any of them, but that for continuing the
fame number of land-forces, which was carried by a
great majority.

§ IX. The a& permitting Jews to be naturalized,
which had, during the laft feflion, triumphed over
fuch an obfiinate oppofition, was by this time be-
come the object of national horror and execration.
Every part of the kingdom refounded with the re-
proach of the minifiry who had enforeed fuch an
odious meafure; and the two brothers, who ens
grofied the greater part of the adminiftration , trems-
bled at the profpe@t of what this clamor might
produce at the general election, this being the laft
feflion of the prefent parliament, So eager were the

= r o ol A
s excels was chargeable
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miniflers to annul this unpopular meafure, that, jm-
mediately after the Peers had agreed to the nature
and form of anaddrefs to his Majelty , the Duke of
Newcaltle, with that precipitation fo peculiar to
his characer, poured forthan abrupt harangue, in
that Houle, impotting , that the difuffected had made
a handle of the a& paffed lalt feffion in favor of the
Jews, to raife difcontents among many of his Majef-
ty’s good fubjedis; and as the 2ét was initfelf of little
importance, he was of opinion it ought to be re-
pealed : for this purpofe he prefented a bill ready
framed , which was read and committed , though not
without fome debate. The naturalization - bill, now
devoted as a facrifice to the refentment of the people,
containad a claufe difabling all naturalized Jews from
purchafing, inberiting, or receiving any advowl{on
or prefentation, or right to any ecclefiaftical bene-
fice or promotion, fchool, hofpital, or donative ;
and by the firft draft of the bill, whichhis gracenow
prefented , it was intended that thisclaufe (hould not
be repealed. It was the opini(on , however, of the
majority , that fuch a claufe ftanding unrepealed
might imply, that theJews, by being thus exprefsly
excluded from the poffeflion of any ecclefiaftical
right of prefentation, would be confidered as hav-
ing the power and privilege of purchafing and in-
beriting any lay- property inthe kingdom. On this
confideration an amendment was made in the bill,
the claufe in queftion was left out, and the whole
a& of naturalization repealed without exception [

* The reverend bench of bifhops had, with a laudable firt
of Chriftian meeknefs and philanthropy, generally approved of

N 4
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Though the Lords, in general, concurred in the
expediency of the repeal, it was oppofled by fome
few, as too greata facrifice to the idle and unfound-
ed clamors of the multitude ; and upon this fide of
the debate a great power of elocution was difplayed
by Earl Temple, who had lately fucceeded to this
title on the death of his mother, a nobleman of dife
tinguifhed abilities , and the meft amiable difpofition,
frank, liberal, humane, and zealoufly attached to
the intereft and honor of his country. In the Lower
Houle the members of both parties feemed to vie
with each other in demonfirations of averfion to this
unpopular act. On the very firlt day of the feffion,
immediately after the motion for an addrefs to his
Majefty , Sir James Dafhwood , an eminent leader in
the oppofition , gave the Commons to underfiand,
that he had a motion of very great importance to
make , which would require the attention of every
member, as foon as the motion for the addrefs
fhould be difculled : he, therefore, defired they would
not quit the Houfe udtil he fhould have an opportu-
nity to explain his propofal, Accordingly, they had
no {ooner agreed to the motion for an addrefs of
thanks to his Majefty, than he ftood up again; and
having expatiated upon the juft and general indig-
nation which the a& of the preceding feffion,
in favor of the Jews , had raifed among the peo-
ple, he moved to order that the Houfe {hould be

the indulgence granted to their Hebrew brethren; and now
they acquiefced in the propofed repeal wichthe fame paflive
difcretion though ohie of the number contended for the faving
claufe which the Duke of N — had recommended.
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called over on Tuefday the fourth day of December,
for taking that act into confideration: but being
given to underftand thatit was notufual to appoint
a call of the Houle for any particular purpofe, he
agreed that the motion fhould be general. Tt was
feconded by Lord Parker, his oppofite in political
interefts; the Houfe agreed to it without oppofition,
and the call was ordered accordingly. They were
anticipated, however, by the Lords, who framed
and tranfmitted to them a bill on the fame fubject,
to the purport of which the Commons made no
objection; for every member, having the fear of
the general election before his eyes, carefully avoid-
ed every expreffion which could give umbrage to
his conftituents: but violent oppofition was made
to the preamble, which ran in the following ftrain:—
“ Whereas an act of parliament was made and paffed
“ in the twenty-fifth year of his Majelty’s reign,
« entitled, An A& to permit perfons profefling the
« Jewifh religion to be naturalized by parliament,
« and for other purpofes therein mentioned; and
« whereas occalion has been taken, from the faid
“ a&, to raife difcontents and difquicts in the minds
« of his Majelty’s fubjects , be it enacted , &c.” This
introduction was confidered as an unjuft reflection
upon the body of the people in general, and in par-
ticular upon thofe who had oppofed the bill in the
courfe of the preceding feflion. Sir Roger Newdi-
gate therefore moved that the expreflion (hould be
varied to this effet: “Whereas great difcontents
“ and difquietudes had from the faid act arifen.”
The confequence of this motion was an ebftinate
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debate, in which it was {upported by the Earl of
Egmont, and divers other able orators: but Mr.
Peolbam and Mr. Pitt were numbered among its op-
ponents. ‘The queftion being put for the propofed
alteration , it was of courfe carried in the negative:
the bill, after the third reading, paffed nemine con-
tradicente, and in due time obtained the royal affent.

§ X. Even this conceflion of the miniftry did not
allay the refentment of the people, and their appre-
henfions of encroachment from the Jews. Another
ac ftill fubfifted , by virtue of which any perfon pro-
feffing the Jewifh religion might become a free de-
nizen of Great- Britain, after baving reflided feven
years in any of his Vajelty’s colonies in America;
and this was now confidered as a law having the
fame dangerous tendency , of which the other was
now inafair way of being convicted. ltwas moved,
therefore, in the Lower Houfe, that part of this
former a& might be read: then the fame member
made a motion for an addrefs to his Vajelty , defir-
ing that the Houfe might have the perufal of the
1ifts tranfmitted from the American colonies, to the
commifliouers for trade and plantations, containing
the names of all fuch perfons profeffing the Jewifh re-
ligion as had entitled themfelves to the benefit of the
faid a&, fince the year one thoufand feven hundred
andiforty. Thefelifts were accordingly prefented,and
left upon the table for the perufal of the members:
but as this a& contained no limitation of time
within which the benefit of it fhould be claimed,
and as this claim was attended with a good deal
of trouble and fome expenfe, very few perfons
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had availed themfelves of it in that period. Never-
thelels, as a great number of Jews were already en-
itled to claim this indulgence, and as it remained
an open channel through which Great-Britain might
be deluged with thofe people, all of whom the law
would hold as natural-born fubjeds, and their pro-
geny as freed from all the refiri@ions contained in
the a& with refpe® to naturalized foreigners, Lord
Hzrley moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal
fo much of the faid a& as related to perfons profef-
fing the Jewifh religion, who fhould come to fettle
in any Bricifh colony after a certain time. The
motion was feconded by Sir James Dafhwood,
and {upported by the Earl of Egmont; but being
found unequal to the intereft and elocution of Mr.
Pelham and Mr. Pitt, was rejected by the majority.

§. X1 The next obje& that claimed the attention
of the Commons was a, bill for improving the re-
gulations already made to prevent the fpreading of
a contagious diftemper, which raged among the
horned cattle in different parts of the kingdom.
The laft bill of this feffion that had the good fortune
to fucceed, was brought in for punifhing mutiny
and delertion of officers and foldiers in the fervice
of the Eaft-India company, and for the punifhment of
offences committed in the Eaft-Indies and the Ifland
of St. Helena. This being a meafure of a very ex-
raordinary nature, all the members were ordered
to attend the Houfe on the day fixed for the fecond
reading: at the fame time all charters, commiffious,
and authorities, by which any powers relative to
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to the faid company, were fubmitted to the perufal
of the members, The bill was by many confidered
as a dangerous extenfion of military power, to the
prejudice of the civi rights enjoyed by Britifh fub-
jects, and as fuch violently contefted by the Earl
of Egmont, Lo:d Strange , and Mr. Alderman Beck-
ford. Their objections were anfwered by the Soli-
citor-General and Mr. Yorke. The bill, after fome
warm debates, being efpoufed by the miniftry, was
enacted inro a law, and*difpatched to the Eaft-
Indies by the firft opportunity.

§ XII. Some other motions were made, and pe-
titions prefented on different fubjeds, which, as
they mifcarried, it will be unneceflary to particu-
larize. It may not be amifs, however, to record an
exemplary act of juftice done by the Commons on
a perfon belonging to a public office, whom they
detected in the practice of fraud and impofition.
Notwithftanding the particular care taken in the
laft feflion, to prevent the monopolizing of tickets
in the ftate-lottery, all thofe precautions had been
eluded in a fcandalous manner by certain individuals,
intrufted with the charge of delivering the tickets
to the contributors, according to the intent of the
act, which exprefsly declared that not more than
twenty {hould be fold to any one perfon. Inftead
of conforming to thefe directions of the legiflature,
they and their friends engroffed great numbers, (helte-
ring themfelves undera falfe lift of feigned names for
the purpofe; by which means they not only de-
feated the equitable intention of the Commans,
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but in fome meafure injured the public eredit; cHA®B.
inafmuch as their avarice had prompted them to  1iL
fubfcribe for a greater number than they had cath  175%
to purchafe ; fo that there was a deficiency in the
firft payment, which might have had a bad effect
on the public affairs. Thefe practices were fo fla-
graot and notorious as to attract the notice of the
Lower Houfe: where an inquiry was begun, and
profecuted with a fpirit of real patriotifin, In op-
pofition to a fcandalous cabal, who endeavoured
with equal eagernefs and perfeverance to fcreen the
delinquents. Al their efforts, however, proved
r abortive ; and a committee, appointed to examine
5 particulars,, agreed to feveral fevere refolutions
o againft one Le—, who had amalled a large fortune
by thisand other kinds of pecu'ation. They voted
him guilty of breach of truft, and a direct violation
of the Lottery-act; and an addrels was prefented ro
his Majefty , defiring he might be profecuted by
the Attorney-General for thefe offences. He was
accordingly fued in the court of King’s- Bench,
and paid afine of one thoufand pounds, for having
committed frauds by which he had gained forty
times that fum ; buc he was treated with fuch gen-
tlenefls as remarkably denoted the clemency of that
tribunal. \

§ XIUI The feffion ended in the beginning of
i April, wheo the King gave the parliament to under-
I ftand that he fhould fay nothingat prefent on foreign
affairs; but affured them of his fixed refolution to
exert his whole power in maintaining the general
i tranquillity , and adhering to fuch mealfures for that
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purpofe as he had hitherto purfued in conjunction
with his allies. He in very affeclionate terms thanked
both Houfes for the repeated proofs they had given |
of their zealons attachment and loyalty to his perfon
and government. He ennmerated the falutary mea-
fures they bad taken for leflening the national debe,
and augmenting the public credit, extending navi-
gation and commerce, reforming the morals of the
people, and improving the regulations of civil eco-
nomy. He concluded with declaring, that he fecure-
ly relied upon the loyalty and good affection of his
people, and had no other aim than their permanent
happinels. In a little time after the clofe of this fef-
fion they were ditfolved by proclamation, and new
writs iffued by the Lord Chancellor for convoking
anew parliament. The fame ceremonies were prac- |
tifed with refpec to the convocations of Canterbury |
and York, though they no longer retained their
former importance; nor, indeed , were they fuffered
to fit and deliberate upon the fubjes which former.
ly fell under their cognizance and difcuffion.

§ XIV. In the beginning of March the miniftry
of Great- Britain bad been left without a head by

the death of I

Vit. Pelham , which was not only fin-
cerely lamented by his fovereien, but alfo regretted
by the nation in general, to whofe affe@ion he had
powerfully recommended hirmfelf by the candor
and humanity of his condu@ and charader, even
while he purfued meafures which they did not en-
tirely approve. The lofs of fuch a minifter was the
more deeply felt by the government at this junéture
beingtheeve ofa general election of anew parliament,
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when every adminiftration is fuppofed to exertitfelf cHA 2,
with redoubled vigilance and circumfpedtion. He 1L
bad already concerted the meafures for fecuring a 275
majoriry, and his plan was faithfully executed by

Y his friends and adherents, who ftill engroflfed the

: adminiftration. His brother the Duke of Newcatlle,

was appointed firlt lord commiffioner of the Trea-

fury, and fucceeded as fecretary of flate by Sir
Thomas Robinfon, who had long refided as ambaf-

fador at the court of Vienna. The other department

_of this office was {till retained by the Farl of Hol-
Wernelle, and the fun@ion of chancellor of the Exche-

s quer was performedas ufual by the Lord Chief-Juftice

d of the King's-Bench, until a proper perfon could be
ok found to fill that important office : but in the courfe of
i the fummer it was beftowed upon Vir. Legge, who ac-
il quitre  himfelf with equal honorand capacity. Divers

other alterations were made, of lefs importance to
the public. Sir George Lyttelton was appointed
Cofferer, and the Earl of Hilllborough comptroller
of the houfehold. IVr. George Grenville, brother
to Ear]l Temple, became treafurer of the Navy ; and
Mr. Charles Townfhend, of whom we [hall have
occafion to fpeak in the fequel, took place asa com-
miffioner at the board of Admiralty, in the room
of Lord Barrington, made mafter of the wardrobe.
Lord Hardwicke , the chancellor, was promoted to
the dignity of an earl. The place of lord Chief-
Juftice of the King’s-Bench becoming vacant by the
death of Sir William Lee, was filled with Sir Dud-
ley Ryder, and he was fucceeded by Mr. Murray
o in the office of Attorney-General.
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§ V. The ele&ions for the new parliament ge
nerally fucceeded according to the wilh of the mi-
niftry; for oppolition was now dwindled down to
the lowelt ftate of imbecility: It had received a mor-
tal wound by the death of the late Prince of Wales,
whofe adherents were too wile to purfue an ignis fa-
uus , without any proje of fuccefls or advantage.
Some of them had prudently fung their palinodia to
the miniftry, and been gratified with profitable cm-
ployments; while others, fetting too great a price
upon their own importance, kept alooftill the market
was over, and were left to pine in fecret over thei
difappointed ambition. The maxims of Toryifm had
been relinquithed by many, as the barren principles
ofalofing game; the body of the people were concis
liated to the eftablilhed government; and the harmo-
ny thatnow, for the firft time, fublited among all the
branches of the royal family had a wonderful effe in
acquiringadegree of popularity which they had never
before enjoyed. The writs being returned, the new
parliament was opened on the laft day of May by the
Duke of Cumberland, and fome other peers, who ac.
ted by virtue of a commiffion from his Majefty. The
Commons having chofen for their fpeaker the Right
Hon. Arthar Onflow, who had honorably filled that
high office in four preceding parliaments, he was!pre-
fented and approved by the commiffioners. Then
the Lord High- Chancellor harangued both Hou-
fes, giving them to underffand, that his Ma
jefty had indulged them with this early oppor-
tunity of coming together, in order to com
plete without lofs of time certain parliamentary

proceedings,
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proceedings, which he judged would be for the fatis-
faction of his good fubjects; but he did not think
proper to lay before them any points of general bufi-
nefs, refervingevery thing of that nature to the nfual
time of their affembling in the winter. On the fifth
day of June this fhort {feflion was cloled, and the
parliament prorogued by the lords commiflioners.

§ XVL In the beginvning of this year violent dif-
putes arofe between the government and the Houfe
of Commous in Ireland , on the almoft forgotten
fubjedts of privilege and prerogative. The Com-
mons conceived they had an undoubted right ta
apply the furplus of their revenue towards national
purpofes, without the confent of their fovereign;
and accordingly, in the year one thoufand feven
hundred and forty-nine, prepared a bill with this
preamble: « Whereas on the twenty-fifth day of
“ March lalt a confliderable balance remained in the
¢ hands of the vice-treafurers or receivers-general
« of the kingdom , or their deputy or deputies,
« unapplied ; andit will be for your Majefty’s {er-
« yice, and for the eafe of your faithful fubjeéts
“ inthis kingdom, that fo much thereof as canbe
« conveniently {pared thould be paid , agreeably to
# your Majefly’s moft gracious intentions, im
“ difcharge of part of the national debt.” This
appropriation gave great offence to the advocates
for prevogative in England, who affirmed that the
Commons had no right to apply any part of the
unappropriated revenue, nor even to take any fuch
affair into confideration, without the previous cons
fentof the crown, exprefled in the moft explicit terms;

Vou. V. Q
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It was in confequence of this dod&rine, that the Duke
of Dorfet, lord-lientenant of Ireland, told themin
the next feflion of parliament, held in the yearone
thoufand feven hundred and [ifty-one, be wascoms
manded by the King to acquaint them, that his
Majefty , ever attentive to the eafe and happinefs
of his fubje@s, would gracionfly confent, and re-
commended it to them , that fuch a part of the money
then remaining in his treafury, as (hould be thought
confiftent with the public fervice, be applied to-
wards the further redu@ion of the national debt.
This declaration alarmed the Commons, zealous as
they were for the prefervation of their privileges;
and in their addrefs of thanks, which, like that
of the parliament of Great-Britain, ufed always to
echo back the words of the fpeech, they made no
mention of his Vajefty’s confent ; but only acknow-
ledged his gracious attention to their eafe and
happinels, in recommending to them the applica-
tion of the furplus. They, accordingly refolved
to apply one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds
of that overplus towards a difcharge of the natio-
nal debt; and, in the preamble of the bill, framed
for this purpofe , made no mention of his Majefty’s
confent , though before they had acknowledged
his goodnels in recommending this application.
The miniftry in England were highly offended at
this purpofed omiffion , which they confirued into
a wilful encroachment on the prerogative ; and
the bill was fent back with an alteration in the
preamble, fignifying his Majelty’s confent as well
as recommendation.  The lrith Houle of Commons
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being at that time deeply engaged in a minute
inquiry into the conduct of a gentleman, a fervant of
the crown, and a member of their own Houfe,
accufed of having mifapplied alarge fum of money ,
with which he had been intrulted , for rebuilding
or repairing the barracks, were now unwilling to
embroil themfelves farther with the government,
until this affair hould be difculfed: They, there-
fore, paifed the bill with the alteration, and pro-
ceeded with their inquiry. The perfon was con-
victed of having mifapplied the public money , and
ordered to make the barracks fit for the reception
and accommodation of the troops at his own expenfe.
They did not, however, negle& to affert what
they thought their rights and privileges, when the
next opportunity occurred. The Duke of Dorfet,
when he opened the feffion of this year, repeated
the expreflion of his Majefty’s gracious confent
i mentioning the farplus of the public money. They
again omitted that word in their addrefs; and refolved
in their bill of application, not only to fink this
odious term, but likewife to abate in their complai-
fance to the crown, by leaviag out that expreflion
of grateful acknowledgment, which had met with
{ucha cold reception above. By thistime the conteit
had kindled up two violent fadions, and diffuicd
a general fpiricof refentment through the whole Irifh
nation. Thecommittee who prepared the bill, in-
ftead of inferting the ufual compliments in the pre.
amble, mentioned nothing but a recital of fads, and
fent it overin a very plain drefs, quite deftituce of all
embroidery., Theminiftry, intent upon vindicating
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the premgatn:r from fuch an unmannerly attack,
filled up the omilfions of the commititee, and fentit
back with this alteration: “ And your Majelty,
« ever attentive to the cale and happinefs of your
¢« faithful fubjecs , has been graciouflly pleafed to
fignify that you would confent, and to recom-
mend it to us, that fo much of the money remain-
“ ing in your Majelly’s treafury, asfhould be ne-
b CC;th, be applied to the difcharge of the national
“ debt, orfuch part thereof as fhould be thought
* expedient by parliament.” This, then, being the
crifis, which was to determine a conftitutional point
of fuch importance, namely, whether the people in
parliament alfembled bave a right to deliberate upon,
and vote the application of any part of the unap-
propriated revenue, without the previous confent
of the crown; thofe who were the moft zealoufly at-
tached to the liberties of their country refolved to
exert them{elves in oppoﬁ ng what they conceived to
be a violation of thofe liberties ; and the bill, with
its alterations, was l"“iuﬂt’u by a majority of five
voices. The {uccels of their endeavours was cele-
brated wrh the moft extravacant rqouinwe as a
tllun’lpu of patriotifm over the arts of minifterial cor-
suption; and, on the other hand, all the fervants
of the crown who had joined the popular cry on this
occafion were in a lictle time difmiffed from their
employments. The rejection of the bill was a great
difappointment to the creditors of the public, and the
circulation of cafh wasalmolt flagnated. Thele cala-
mities were imputed to arbitrary defigns in the go-
verament; and the people began to be inflamed with
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an enthufiaftic fpirit of independency, which might
bave produced mifchievous effeds, had not' artful
{teps been taken to bring over the demagogues , and
thus divert the ftream of popular clamor from the mi-
niflry tothofe very individuals who had been theidols
of popular veneration. The Speaker of the Houfe of
Commons was promoted to the dignity ofan earl;
and fome other patriots were gratified with lucrative
employments, His Majelty’s letter arrived for paying
off feventy-five thoufand five hundred pounds of the
national debt, The circulation was thus animated ,
and the refentment of the populace fubfiding, the
kingdom retrieved its former tranquillity.

§ XVII. Theambitionand intrigues of the French
court, by which the Britifhintercft wasinvaded and
difturbed on the continent of America, had alfo ex-
tended itfelf to the Faft-Indies, where they endea~
voured to embroil the Englifh company with divers
Nabobs, or princes, who governed different parts
of the peninfula intra Gangem. That the reader may
have a clear and diftin& idea of thefe tranfactions,
we {hall exhibit a fhort (ketch of the Englifh forts and
{ettlements in that remote country. The firflt of thefe
we fhall mention is Surat *, in the province fo

* Several European nations had fettlements at Surat , which
was one of the moft frequented cities of the Eaff, from the great
concourie of Mahometan pilgrims, whe malte it their road from
India, in their vifits tothe tomb of their prophetat Mecca. In
order to keep the feas clear of pirates between Suracand the gulf
of Arabia and Petfin,che Mogul had been at the annual expenie of
a large fhip fitted out on purpole to carry the pilgrims to
Judda, whichis within a fmall diftance of Mecca. For
the fecurity of this {hip, as well as to pr((;tec"r the trade
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called firvated between the twenty-firlt and twenty-
fecond degrees of north latitude: from hence the
peninfula ftretches into the Indian ocean, as farasthe
latitude of eight north, ending in a point at Cape
Comorin, which 1s the fouthern extremity. To
the northward this peninfulajoins to Indoltan , and
at its greateflt breadth extends feven hundred miles.
Upon the welt, ealt, and fouth, it is walhed by
thefea. It comprehends the kingdoms of Malabar,
Drecan, Golconda, Bifnagar, with the principali-
ties of Gingi, Tanjaour, and Madura. The weltern
fideisdiftinguifhed by the name of the Malabar coali:
the eafltern takes the denomination of Coromandel ;
and, in different parts of thislong fweep, from Surat
round Cape Comorin to the bottom of the bay of
Bengal , the Englifh and other European powers
have, with the confent of the Mogul, eltablifhed
forts and trading fetiddements.  Allthele kingdoms,
properly fpeaking, belong to the Mogul: but his
power was fo weakened by the lalt invafion of Kouli
Kban, that be has not been able to affert bis empire
over this remote country; the tributary princes of
which, aund even the Nabobs, who were originally
governors appointed under their authority, have
rendered themfelves independent, and exert an
of Surat , he granted to his admiral, zhe fddec chief ofacolony
of caffrees, or blacks , a revenue called the Tanka , to the
value of three lacks of rupees , amounting to above thirty-feven
thoutard pounds, arifing partly from the adjacent lands, and
partly from the revenues of Surat, which were paid him yearly
by the governor of the caftle , who is appointed by the Mogul
to keep the city under proper fubjeion; without, however,
interfering with the government of it,
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v abfolute dominion over their refpective territories, ¢ g AP,
without acknowledging bis fuperiority either by iy,
tribute or homage. Thefe princes, when they quarrel = 1754,
among themfelves, naturally have recourfe to the
afliftance of fuch European powers as are fettled in
or near their dominions; and in the fame manner the
Eaft-Indian companies of the European powers which
happen to be at war with each other never fail to 1n-
tereft the Nabobs in the difpute.

§ XVIII. The next Englifh fettlement to Surat,
onthecoalt of the peninfula, is Bombay in the king-
dom of Decan, a fmall ifland, with a very conveni-
ent harbour, about five.-and-forty leagues to the fouth
of Surat. The town is very populous : but the foil
iy is barren , and the climate unhealthy ; and the com
merce was rendered very precarious by the neigh-
bourhood of the famous Corfair Angria, notil his &
port of Geriah was taken, and his fortifications
demolifhed. The Englith company likewile carry .
on fome traffic at Dabul, about forty leagues farther
to the fouth, inthe province of Cuncan. In the fame
foutherly progreflion, towards the point of the
peninfula, we arrive at Carwar in the latitude of
fifteen degrees, where there js a fmall fort and factory
belonging to the company, ftanding on the fouth-
fide of a bay , with a river capable of receiving [hips
of pretty large burden. The climate here is remark-
ably falubrious ; the country abounds with provi-
fions of all forts , and the beft pepper of India grows
in this neighbourhood. The next Englifh fettle.
ment we findat Tillichery, where the company bas
erected a fort, to defend their commerce of pepper
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and cardamoms from the infults of the Rajah who
governs this part of Malabar. Hither the Englifh
trade was removed from Calicut, alarge town, that
ftands fiftcen leagues to the fouthward of Tillicherry,
and wasas well frequented as any porton the coall of
the Indian peninfula. The moft foutherly fettlement
which the Englith poflefs on the Malabar coalt is
that of Anjengo, between the eighth and ninth de-
grees of latitude. It is defended by aregular fort,
fituated on a broad river, which falls into the fea,
and would be very commodiousfor trade, were not
the water on the bar too {hallow to admit fhips of con-
fiderable burden. Then turning the cape, and pal-
fing through the firait of Chilao, formed by the
illand of Ceylon, we arrive on the coalt of Coroman-
del, which forms the eallern fide of the ilthmus. Profe-
cuting our courfe in a northern direcuion,the firft Lng-
litb factory we reach is that of Fore St. David’s , for-
merly called Tengapatam, fitvated in the latitude of
cleven degrees forty minutes north, within the king-
dom of Gingi. ltwas, about fix-and-twenty years
age fold by a Mahratta prince to the Eaft-India com-
pany, and, vext to Bombay , isthe moft conlider-
able fettlement we have yet mentioned. Its territory
extends about eight miles along the coaft, and half
that fpace up the country , which is delightfully wa-
tered by a variety of rivers : the foil is fertile, and the
climate healthy.  Theforc is regular, well provided
with cannon, ammunition, and a numerous garrifon,
which 1s the more neceffary, on account of the neigh-
bourhood of the French fettlement at Pondicherry °.

* The trade confifts af long cloths of different colors, fal
lampores, morées, dimities, ginghams, and {uccations,




GEORGE IL 201

W

But the chief fettlement belonging to the com- cuae.
pany on this coaft 1s that of Madras, or Fort St. - 11,
George, ftanding farther to the northward, be. 1758
tween the thirteenth and fourteenth degrees of lati-
tude and not a great way from the diamond-mines
of Golconda. It isfeated on a flat, barren, fcorching
fand, fo near the fea, that, in bad weather, the
walls are endangered by the mighty furges rolled
in from the ocean. As the foil 1s barren , the cli-
#l mate is {o intenfely hot, that it would be altoge.
ther uninhabitable, were not the heat mitigated by
the fea.breezes. On the land.fide it is defended
by a falt-water river , which, while it contributes
to the fecurity of the place, robs the inhabitants of
one great comfort, by obftructing the fprings of
frefh water. The fort 1s a regular {quare, the town
i furrounded with walls well mounted with artlllery,
and the place, including the Black Town, is very
populous. Madras, with feveral villages in the
neighbourhood, was purchafed of the King of
Golconda, before the Mogul became fovereign of
this country. The governar of this place is not
only prefident of Fort St. George but alfo of all the
‘other fettlements on the coalts of Malabar and Coro-
mandel, as far as the ifland of Sumatra, He lives
in great pomp, having inferior judges, who pafs
fentence of death oc aﬁonally on malefactors of any
ol nation, except the fubjeés of Great-Britain. All the
' company’s affairs are directed by him and his
council, who areinvefied with the power of inflic-
_ ting corporal punithment, fhort of life and mem-
il ber, upon fuch Furopeans as are in the fervice,
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and difpole of all places of truft and profit. By virtue
ofan act pafled in the courle of this very feffion, the
military officers belonging to the company were per-
mitted to hold courts-martial, and punifh their fol-
diers according to the degree of their delinquency.
Ina word, Madras is of the utmoft importance to the
company for its firength, wealth, and the great re-
turns it makes in callicoes and muflins. Towards the
latter end of the lalt century the Englifh company
had a flourithing factory as Malfulipatam, ftanding
on the north-fide of the river Nagunndi, which fe-
parates the provinces of Golconda and Bifnagar, in
the latitude of fixteen degrees and thirty minutes;
but now there is no European fettlement here, ex-
cept a Dutch fadtory, maintained for carrying on the
chintzcommerce. At Vifigapatam, fitvated {lll far-
ther to the northward, the Englifl pofllefs a fadtory,
regularly fortified , on the fide of a river, which,
however, a dangerous bar has rendered unfit for
navigation, The adjacent country affords cotton-
cloths and the beft ftriped muflins of India. It is
chiefly for the ufe of this [ettlement that the company

maintains a factory at Ganjam, the moft eaftern.

town in the province or kingdom of Golconda,
fituated in a country abounding with rice and fugar-
canes. Still farther to the north-coaft, in the latitude
of twenty-two degrees, the company maintains a fac-
tory at Balafore, which was formerly very coafider-
able; but has been of very little confequence fince
the navigation of the river Huguely was improved.At
this place every European fhip bound for Bengal and
the Ganges takesin a pilot. The climate is not
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counted very falubrious; but the adjacent country is
fruitful to admiration, and here are confiderable
manufactures of cottonand filk. Without [kilful pi-
lots, the Englith would find it very difficult to navi-
gate the different channels through which the ri-
ver Ganges difcharges itfelfinto the fea at the bottom
of the bay of Bengal. On the fouthern branch
1s a town called Pipely, where there was formerly
an Englith fadtory : but this was removed to Hu-
guely, one hundred and fixty miles farther up the
river; a place which, together with the company’s
fectlement at Calcutta, were the emporiums of their
commerce for the whole kingdom of Bengal. In-
deed Huguely is now abandoned by the Englifh,
and their whole trade centres at Calcutta or Fort
William, which is a regular fortification, containing
lodgings for the factors and writers, ftore-houfes for
the company’s merchandife, and magazines for their
ammunition. As for the governor’s houfe, which
likewife ftands within the fort, it is one of the molt
regular ftructures in all India. Befides thefe fettle-

ments along the fea-coaft of the peninfula, and on

the banks of the Ganges, the Englith Eaft-India
company poffefs certain inland factories and pofts for
the convenience and defence of their commerce,
either purchafed of the Nabobs and Rajahs, or con-
quered in the courfe of the war. Asthe operations
we propofe to record were confined to the coafts
of Malabar and Coromandel, or the interior coun-
tries which form the peninfula intra Gangem, it will
be unneceffary to defcribe the factory at Bencoolen,
on theifland of Sumatra, or any fettlement which the
Englith poflfefs in other parts of the Eaft-Indies.
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§ XIX. In order to underftand the military tranf
actions of the Englifh company in India, the rea-
der will take notice, that immediately after the
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, Monfieur Dupleix, who
commanded for the French in that country, began
by his intigues to fow the feeds of diffenfion among
the Nabobs, that he might be the betterable to filh
in troubied waters. Nizam Almuluck, the Mogul's
viceroy of Decan, having the right of nominating
a governor of the Carnatic, now more generally
known by the name of the Nabob of Arcot,appoint-
ed Anaverdy Khan to that office, in the year one
thoufaud feven hundred and forty-five. The vice-
roy dying was fucceeded in his \'iceruynlty or fu-
balhip, by his fecond fon Nazirzing, whom the
Mogul confirmed. He was oppoledin his pretenfions
by his own coufin Muzapherzing, who had recourfe
to the afliltance of IVI. Dupleix, and obtained from
him are-enforcement of Europeans and artillery, in
confideration of many prefents and promifes, which
he f{ulfilled in the fequel. Thus re-enforced, and
joined by one Chunda Saib, an aétive Indian chief,
he took the field againt his kinfman Nazirzing,
who was fupported by a body of Englifh troops
under Colonel Laurence. The French, dreading an
engagement , retired in the night, and Muzapher
zing, {eeing himfelf abandoned by all his own troops,
appealed to the clemency of his coufin, who {pared
his Iife, but detained him as a ftate-prifoner. In this
fituation, heformed aconfpiracy againft his kinfman’s
life, with Nazirzing’s prime minifter, and the Nabobs
of Cadupab and Condaneor, then in his camp; and the
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confpirators were encouraged in their fcheme by
Dupleix and Chunda Saib, who had retired to
Pondicherry. Thus ftimuiated, they murdered
Nazirzing in his camp, and proeclaimed Muzapherzing
viceroy of Decan. In the tents of the murdered vice-
roy they found animmenfe treafure, of which agreat
fhare fell to V1. Dupleix , whom Muzapherzing the
ufurper at this time affociated in the government. By
virtue of this aflociation the Frenchman affumed the
ftate and formalities of an eaftern prince; and he and
his colleague Muzapherzing appointed Chunda Saib
Nabob of Arcot, Anaverdy Khan, the late Nabob,
had been, in the year one thoufand feven hundred
and forty-nine, defeated and {lain by Muzapherzing
and Chunda Saib, with the alfiltance of their French
auxiliaries; and hss fon M ahomcd Ali Khano had put
himfelf under the prote&ion of the Englith at Madras,
and was confirmed by Nazarzing, as his father’s fuc-
ceffor 1n the Nabobthip, or government of Arcot.
This govemmc“t therefore , was difputed between
Mahomed Ali Khan, af»pomt”d by thelegal viceroy
Nazirzing, fupported by the Eoglifh company, and
Chunda bum, nominated by the ufurper Muzapher-
zing, and protected by Dupleix, who commanded
at Pondicherry. Muzapherzing did oot long furvive
hisufurpation. Inthe year one thoufand feven hun.
dred and fifty-one, the fame Nabobs who had pro-
moted him to his kinfman’s place, thinking themfel-
ves 1l rewarded for their fervices, fell upon him fud-
denly, routed his troops , and put him to death; and
next day the chiefs of the army proclaimed Sallabat-
zing brother to Nazirzing, viceroy of Decan: onthe
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other hand , the IVMlogul appointed Gauzedy Khan,
who was the elder brother of Sallabatzing: and
this prince confirmed Mahommed Ali Khan in the
government of Arcot: but the affairs of the Mogul’s
court were then in fuch confufion, that ke could not
fpare an army to fupport the nomination he had
made. Chunda Saib, Nabob of Arcot, having been
depofed by the Great Mogul, who placed Ana-
verdy Khan in his room, he refolved to recover
his government by force, and had recourle to
the French general at Pondicherry, who re-enforced
him with two thoufand fepoys, or foldiers of the
country, fixty caffrees, and four hundred and
twenty French troops, on condition that, if he
proved fuccefsful in his enterprife, he fhiould cede
to the French the town of Velur, in the neigh.
bourhood of Pondicherry, with its dependencies
confilting of forty-five wvillages. Thus re.enforced
he defeated his rival Anaverdy Khan, who loft his
lifein the engagement, re-afflumed the government
of Arcot, and punctually performed the conditions
which had been ftipulated by his French allies.

§ XX, Mahommed Ali Khan, at the death of
his father, had fled to Tiruchirapalli %, and folicited
the affiftance of the Englith, who favored him
with a re-enforcement of money, men, and am-
munition, under the condu@® of Major Laurence,

¢ Tiruchirapalii, commonly called Trichinopoly , fitnated
near the river Cauveri, above two hundred miles to the
fouthward of Madras, is the capital of a fma!! kingdom
belonging to the government of Arcot, and bounded on
the eaflt by the kingdom of Tanjore.
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abrave and experienced officer. By dintof this fupply
he gained {ome advantages over the enemy, who
were obliged to retreat; but no decifive blow was
given. Mahommed afterwards repaired in perfon to
Fort St. David’s, to demand more powerful fuccours,
alledging that his fate was connected with the intereft
of the Englifh company, whichin time would be oblig-
ed to abandon the whole coaft, fhould they allow
the enemy to proceed in their conquells. In con-
fequence of thele reprefentations, he received another
firong re-enforcement, under the command of Cap-
tain Cope; but nothing of importance was attempted,
and the Englith auxiliaries retired. Then Mabommed
was attacked by the enemy, who obtained a complete
viGtory over him. Finding it impoflible to maintain
his footing by his own firength, he entered intoa
clofe alliance with the Englifh, and ceded to them
fome commercial points, which had been long in
difpute. Then they detached Captain Cope to put
Tiruchirapalli in a pofture of defence; while Captain
de Gingings, a Swifs oficer, marched at the head
of four hundred Europeans to the Nabob’s affiftance.
The two armies being pretty equal in firength, lay
encamped in (ight of each other a whole month ; dur-
ing which nothing happened but a few (kirmifhes.,
which generally terminated tothe advantage of the
Englifh auxiliaries. In order to make a diverfion,
and divide the French forces, the company refolved
to fend adetachment into the province of Arcot; and
this was one of the firlt occafions upon which the
extraordinary talents of Mr. Clive were difplayed.
He had entered into the fervice of the Eaft-lndia
company as a writer, and was confidered asa perfon
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very indifferently qualified for fucceeding in any
civil fation of life. He now offered his fervice in a
military capacity, and actually began his march to
Arcot, at the head of two hundred and ten Europe-
ans, with five hundred fepoys *.

§ XXI. Such was the refolution, fecrecy, and
difpatch with which he condudled this enterprife,
that the ecnemy knew nothing of his motions until he
was in poffeflion of the capital, which he took with-
out oppofition. 1 he inhabitants, expecting to be
plundered, offered him a large fum to fpare theit
city; but they derived their fecurity from the gene-
rofity and difcretion of the conqueror. He refu-
fed the proffered ranfom, and iffued a proclama-
tion, intimating , That thofe who were willing to
vemain in their houfes fhould be protected from
infult and injury, and the reft have leave toretire
with all their effe@s, except provifions, for which
he promifed to pay the full value. By this fage con-
dué he conciliated the affections of the people
fo entirely , that eventhofe who quitted the place
fupplied him with exa@ intelligence of the enemy’s
defigns , when he was belieged in the fequel. The
town wasin a littde timeinvefted by Raja Saib,
fon of Chunda Saib, at the head of a numerous
army, and the operations of the fiege were con-
ducted by European engineers. Though their ap-
proaches wereretarded by the repeated and refolute
falliesof VIr. Clive, they at length effected two,
breaches, fuppofed to be practicable; and onthe 14th

* The fepoys are the mercenaries of the country, who
are hired as foldiers oggafionally by all parties.

day
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day of O&tober, in the year 1751, gave a general af-
fault. Mr. Clive, haviog received intimation of their
defign, had made {uch preparations for their recep-
tion, that they were repulfed in every quarter with
great lofs, and obliged to raife the fiege with the
utmolt precipitation.

§ XXIiL This gallant Englithman, not contented
with the reputation he had acquired from his noble
defence, was no fooner re-enforced by a detachment
under Captain Kirkpatrick from Trichinopoly, than
he marched in purfuit of the enemy, whom he over-
took in the piains of Arani. There, on the third
day of December, he attacked them with irrefillible
impetuofity ; and, afrer an obftinate difpute, ob-
tained a complete victory at a very fmall expenfe:
The forts of Timery, Caujeveram, and Aranie,
furrendered to the tervor of his name, rather than to
the force of his arms; and he returned to Fort St.
David’s in triumph. He had enjoyed a very few
weeksofrepofe, when he was fummonedto the field
by fre(hincurfions of the enemy. In the beginning
of the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifiy-
two, he marched with a fmall detachment to Viadras,
where he was joined by are.enforcement from Bengal,
the whole number not exceeding three hundred Eu-
ropeans, and affembled a body of the natives, that ha
might have at lealt the appearance of an army. With
thefe he proceeded to Keveripauk, about fifteen miles
from Arcot, where he found the French and Indians,
confifting of fifteen hundred fepoys, feventeen hun-
dred horfe,a body of natives,and one hundred and Gif-
ty Europeans, with eight pieces of cannon. Though
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they were advantageoufly polted and intrenched,
and the day was already far advanced, Mr, Clive
advanced againft them with his ufual intrepidity;
but the victory remained for fome time in fufpenfe,
1t was now dark, and the battle doubtful, when Nr.
Clive {ent round a detachment to fall on the rear of
the French battery. This attack was executed with
great refolution, while the Englifh in front entered
the intrenchments with their bayonets fixed; and,
though very little tinctured with difcipline, difplayed
the fpirit and activity of hardy veterans. This double
attack difconcerted the enemy in fuch a manner, that
they foon defifted from all oppofition. A confider
able carnage enfued ; yet the greater part of the ene
my , both horfe and foot, faved themfelves by fhght
under cover of the dar ;mc['s The French, to a man,
threw down their arms, and furrendered themfelves
prifoners of war; and all the cannon and baggage
fell into the hands of the victor.

§ XXIIL The province of Arcot being thus cleared
of the enemy, IVir. Clive with his forces returned to
Fort St. David’s, where he found Major Laurence
jult arrived from England®, to take upon him the
command of the troops in the company’s {ervice.
On the cighteenth day of March this officer, accom-
panied by Vir. Clive, took the field, and was joined
by Captain de Gingins at Tiruchirapalli. From hence
he detached Vir. Clive, with four hundred European
foldiers, a few Mahratta horfe, and a body of fepoys,
to cut off the enemy’s retreat to Pondicherry. In the
courle of this expedition he diflodged a firong body
* Major Lavrence had failed for England in the year 1750,
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of the foe pofted at Samiaveram, and obliged Chunda
S.ib to throw a body of troops into a ftrong fortified
temple, or pagoda, upon the river Koleroon, which
was immediately invefted. The commanding officer,
in attempting to efcape, was {lain with fome others,
and the reft furrendered at difcretion.  "They were
ftill in poffeflion of another fortified temple, which
he alfo befieged in form, and reduced by capitula-
tion. Having fubdued thefe forts, he marched di-
rectly to Volconda, whither he underftood, the
French commander d'Anteuil had retired. He
found that officer intrenched in a village, from
whence he drove him with precipitation, and made
bimfelf mafier of the French cannon. 'The enemy
attempted to fave themfelves in a neighbouring fort;
but the gates being (hut againft them by the gover-
nor, who was apprehenfive that they would be
followed pell-mell by the Englith, Vir. Clive attacked
them with great fury, and made a confiderable flaughs
ter : but his humanity being fhocked at this cars
nage, he fent a flag of trace to the vanquifhed,
with terms of capitulation, which they readily em«
braced. Thefe articles imported, That d'Anteunil,
and three other officers, fhould remain prifoners on
parole for one year; that the garrifon f(hould be
exchanged , and the money and tores be delivered
to the Nabob whom the Englith fupported.

§ XXIV. During thefe tranfactions Chuoda Saib
lay encamped with an army of thirty thoufand men
at Syrinbam, an iland in the neighbourhood of
Tiruchirapally , which helonged eagerly to pollefs.
Hither Viajor Laurence marched with his Indian
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allies 7, and tock his meafures fo well, that the ene.
my's provifions were entirely intercepted. Chunda
Saib, in attempting to fly, was taken; prifoner
by the Nabob of Tanjore, an ally of the Englifh
company, who ordered his head to be ftruck off,
in order to prevent the difputes which otherwife
would have arifen among the captors *. The main
body ofthe army being attacked by Major Laurence,
and totally defeated, the ifland of Syrinham was fur-
rendered , and about a thoufand European French
foldiers , under the command of VM. Law, nephew
to the famous Law, who fchemed the Milliffippi
company, fell into the hands of the conquerors, in-
cluding thirty officers,with forty picces of cannon,and
ten mortars. IVI. Dupleix, though exceedingly mor.
tified by this difafter, refolved to maintain the caufe
which he bad efpoufed. He proclaimed Raja Saib,
the fon of Chunda Saib, Nabob of Arcot; and after-
wards pretended that he himfelf had received from
the Mogul fanids or commiffions, appointing him
His army confifted of twelve hundred Europeans and To-
pafles in battalions ; two thoufand fepoys; with the forces of
the Nabob , the Kings of Tanjore , Muiffack, and the Mahrate
tas ; amountting to fifteen hundred horfe and ten thoufand in-
fantry., Topafles are defcendants from the Portuguefe. The
Mahrattas are native Indians of a very numerons and
powerful nation , which hath more than once given law to the
Mogul.

* Chunda Saib demanded leave of the Tanjore general to
pafs through his camip to Tanjore, and this requeft was granted;
but, inftead of being allowed to pafs, he was detained
prifoner, and as the aliies could not agree about the manner
in which he fhould be difpofed of ; fome of the Tanjore
;;fﬁ;erss of their own accord , ended the difpute, by cutting off

s head.
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governor of allthe Carnatic, from the river Kriftnah CH A P
to the fea: but thele fanids appeared in the fequel to  11L
be forged. Inorder to complete the comedy, a fup- 7'
pofed meflenger from Delhi was received ac Pondis
cherry as ambaflador from the Mogul. Dupleix,
mounted on an elephant, preceded by mufick and
dancing women , in the oriental manner, received in
public his commiflion from the hands of the pretended
ambaflador. He affected the eaftern ftate, kept bis dar-
bar or court, where he appeared f{itting crofs-legged
on a fopha, and received prefents as prince of the
country frem hisown council, aswellas from the na-
tives. In the mean time, hoftilities continned between
the forces of the two companies, as auxiliaries to cthe
contending Nabobs. The Englith, under Major Kin-
nier, made an unfuccefsful attempt upon Gingee, a
firong town fituated to the Welt of Pondicherry.
WMajor Laurence defeated a firong body of French
and natives, commanded by Dupleix’s nephew, VL
de Kerjean, in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry,
and took him prifoner, together with fifteen offi-
cers: after this fuccefs, Mr. Ciive reduced theforts
of Covelong and Chengalput, the lalt very ftrong,
fituated about forty miles to the fouthward of Ma-
dras. On-the other hand, M. Dupleix intercepted at
fea Captain Shaub, with his whole Swifs company,
whom he detained prifoners atPondicherry,although
the two nations were not at war with each other.
During thefe tranfactions Sallabatzing , witha body
of French under V1. de Bufly, advanced towards Au-
rengabad, which was the featof government; but he
was oppofed by a chief of the Mahrattas, at the head
P3
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of anumerousarmy, Inthemeantime, Gawzedy
the Khan, elder brother of Sallabatzing, whom the
Mogul had appointed viceroy of Decan,tookpoflef-
fioo of hisgovernmentat Aurengabad,where, in four.
teendays after his arrival,he was poifoned by bis own
filter.  The Mogul immediately appointed his fon
Schah Abadin Khan to fucceed his father; and this
prince actvallyraifed anarmy to come and take poffef
fion: but the Mogul's affairs requiring his prefence
at Delhi, he was obliged to poltpone his defign, fo
that Sallabatzing was left without a competitor, and
made a prefent to the French of all the Englifh fet-
tlements ro the northward. Thus concluded the year
one thovfand feven bundred and fifty-two, Next
campaign was chiefly confined to the neighbour-
hood of Trichinopoly , where Viajor Laurence made
feveral vigorous attacks upon the enemy’s army,
and obtained many advantages, which, howevers
did not prove deciflive, becaufe he was fo much
out numbered that he could never follow his blow.

§ XXV. In the courfe of this year, the Mogul
was depofed by his general Schah Abadin Khan, the
viceroy of Decan, who raifed to the throne Allum
Gueer, another prince of the blood. In the fucceeding
year, a negociation was {et on foot by Mr, Saun-
ders, governor of Madras, and Mr. Dupleix, and
conferences were opened at Sadrafs, a Dutch fet-
tlement between Pondicherry and Fort St. George :
but this proved abortive; and many other gallant
efforts were made by Major Laurence in the ter-
sitory of Trichinopoly, which Rill continued to
be the fcene of action. In the courfe of this yeay
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Admiral Watfon , arrived on the coaft of Coroman. ¢ HA B.
del with a fquadron of fhips of war, having onboard  11L

a regiment commanded by Colonel Aldercroon: at  '75%

the fame time the (hips from France brought over to
Pondicherry the Sieur Godeheu, commiffary gene-
ral and governor-general of all their fettlements ,
at whole arrival Dupleix departed for Europe. The
new governor immediately wrote a letter to Mr.
Saunders, profefling the moft pacific inclinations,
and propofing a fulpenfion of arms between the two
companies, until their difputes could be amicably
adjulted. This propofal was very agreeable to the
governor and council at [Madras, and a ceffation of
arms actually took place in the month of October,
ks in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-
1 four. Deputies being fent to Pondicherry, a provi-
fional treaty and truce were concluded, on condi-
tion that neither of the two companies fhould for

ol the future interfere in any difference that might rife
o between the princes of the country. The other arti.
o cles related to the places and fettlements that fhould

t be retained or pofleffed by the refpective companies,
until frefh orders relating to this agreement fhould
arrive from the courts of London and Verfailles,
tranmitted by the two Ealt- India companies of
d France and England. Uatil fuch orders fhould ar-
b i rive, it was ftipulated that neither nation fhould be
allowed to procure any new grant or ceffion, or to
| build forts for the defence of new eftabiifhments;
and that they fhould not proceed to any ceifion,
Ju retroceflion, or evacuation of what they then pofl-
{efled ; but every thing fhould remain on the footing
P4
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of wti poffidetis, How pacific foever the fentiments
of the French fubjeds mizht have been at this pe-
riod in the Eaft- Indies, certainic is, the defigns of
the French governors in America were altogether
hofille , and their condu& baftening towards a
supture, which kindled up a bloody war in every
divifion of the globe.

§ XXVL As this war mav be termed a native of
America, and the principal fcenes of it were adted
on that continent, we fhall, for the information of
the reader , (ketch out the fitvation of the then
Britith colonies as they bordered on each other,
and extended along the fea-coaft, from the gulf of
St. Laurence as far fouth as the country of Florida.
We fhall enumerate the Indian nations that lie fcats
tered about their confines , and delineate the manner
in which the French hemmed them in by a furprifing
line of fortifications.  Should we comprehend Hud-
fon’s- Bay, with the adjacent countries, and the
banks of Newfoundland, in this geographical detail,
we mightatlirm that Greac- Britain at that time pof-
felled a territory along the fea-coaft , extending
feventeen hundred miles in a dire@ line, from the
fixtieth to the thirty . firR degree of northern lati-
tude : but as thefe two countries were not con-
cerned in this difpute, we fhall advance from the
northward to the fouthern fide of the gulf of St.
Laurence; and beginning with Acadia or Nova-
Scotia , deferibe our fettlements, as they lie in
a foutherly direcion, as far as the gulf of Flo-
rida.  This great tract of country , {tretching
{iftecen degrees of latitude , is wafhed on the eaft
by the Atlantic ocean : the fouthern boundary
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isSpanifh Florida; but to the weltward thelimitsare cwu A 2.
uncertain, fome affirming that thcjuufdxéhnn of the 111,
colonies penetrates clnoug_h the whole continent, as 375+
far as the South-Sea ; while others, with more mode-
ration, think they are naturally bounded by the river
Illionois that runs mto the Vifliffippi, and in a man-

ner conneds that river with the chain of lakes known

by the names of Michigan, Huron, Erie, and On-

tario, the three firft communicating with each other,

and the laft difcharging itfelf into theriver St. Lau-

rence , which running by Montreal and Quebec

iffues into the bay of the fame denomination, form-

ing the northern boundary of Nova-Scotia. The
French, who had no legal claim to any lands on the
fouth-fide of this river, neverthelefs, with an info-

lence of ambition peculiar to thcmlch €s, not only
extended their forts from the fource of the St. Lau-
rence, through an immenfe tract of that country,

as far as the Mifliflippi, which difembogues itfelf

i into the gulf of Florida; but alfo, by a feries of

: pof unparalleled encroachments, endcavoured to con-

i tra@ the Englifh colonies within fuch narrow limits

as would have cut off almoft one half of their pof-

i feflions. As we have already givena geographical

it (b defcription of Nova-Scotia, and mentioned the

n b particulars of the new fettlement of Halifax, we
of fhall now only obferve, that it is furrounded on
Nt three fides by the fea, the gulf, and river of St

Laurence; that its original boundary to the weft was
the river Pentagoet; but it 1s now contradted within
the river St. Croix, becaufe the crown of Great-Bii-
tain did, in the year one thoufand fix hundred and
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fixty-three, grant to the Duke of York the territory
of Sagadaback , firetching from St. Croix, to the
river of this name ; which was in the fequel, byan
exprels charter from the crown, annexed to the pro-
vince of Malfachufett’s-Bay , one of the four govern-
ments of New-England. This country, fituated next
to Nova-Scotia, lies between the forey-firlt and forty-
fifth degrees of north latitude , extending near three
hundred miles in length, and about two hundred in
breadth , if we bound it by thofe tracs which the
French pofleffed: no part of the fettlements of this
country, however, [tretches above fixty miles from
the fea. The fummer is here intenfely hot, and the
winter proportionably fevere: neverthelefs, the cli-
mate is healthy, and the [ky generally ferene. The
foil is not favorable to any of the European kinds of
grain; but produces great plenty of maiz, which
the people bake into bread, and brew into beer,
though their favorite drink is made of melafles hop-
ped, and impregnated with the tops of the fpruce-
fir, which is a native of this country. The ground
raifes good flax and tolerable hemp. Here are great
herds of black cattle, fome of them very large in fize,
a vaft number of excellent hogs, a breed of fmall
horfes, graceful, fwift, and hardy ; and large flocks
of (heep, whofe wool, though not fo fine as that of
England, is manufactured with great fuccefs.

§ XXVII. New -England is compofed of the four
provinces known by the names of New - Hamplhire,
Maflachufett's-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, and Conneéticut.
Itis bounded on the fouth by New-York, extending
northerly, on both fides of the river Hudfon , about
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two hundred miles into the country poffeffed by the
Indians of the Five Nations, whom the French dil-
tinguifh by the name of the Irroquois ; butin breadth
this province does not exceed tifty miles, though it
comprehends Long-Ifland, lying to the fouthward
of Connedcticut. The capital, which derives from the
province the name of New-York, is fituated on an
excellent harbour in the ifland of Manahatton , ex-
tending fourteen miles in length, and five in breadth,
at the mouth of the noble river Hudfon, which is
navigable for above two hundred miles. At the dif-
tance of one hundred and fifty miles from New-York
ftands the town of Albany , upon the fame river. In
this place all the treaties and other tranfactions are
negociated between the Englith and the Irroquois,
a confederacy of five Indian nations, who, by their
union , courage, and military (kill, had redoced a
great pumber of other Indian tribes, and fubdued a
territory more extenfive than the whole kingdom
of France. They were about fourlcore years ago
able to bring ten thoufand warriors into the field ;
but now their number is fo greatly diminithed by
wars , epidemical difeafes, and the ufe of fpirituous
liquors, thatthey cannot raife above fifteen hundred
men, even though they have admitted into their
confederacy the nation of the Tufcaroras , whom the
Englith drove from the confines of Carolina. The
Mohok Indians inhabit the country advanced
from Albany. The northern extremities of New-
Hamplhire and New York are divided by the lakes
Champlain and Sacrament , between which the
French had raifed the fort of Crown - Point.
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§ XXVIII. Contiguous to New-York, and lying
along the coalt, in afoutherly direction, is the fmall
province of New-Jerfey , bounded on the welt by the
viver Delaware, which divides 1t from Pennfylvania,
extending about one hundred and fifty milesinlength,
butin breadth not more than one third of that extent,
The climate, foil , and produce of thefe two provin-
ces, as well as of i’cnnfylvani't, are fimilar. They
yield great quantities of grain, fheep, horles, hogs,
and horned cattle; all ‘\n‘ds of poultry and game in
great abundance; vegetables of every fortin perfec-
tion, and excellent fruit, particularly peaches and
melons. Their valt forefts abound with oak, afh,
beech, chelnut, cedar, walnut-tree, cyprefs, hickery,
faffafras , and pine; but the timber is not counted fo
fit for fhipping as that of New- England and Nova-
Scotia. Thefe provinces produce great quantities of
flax and hemp. New - York affords mines of iron,
and very rich copper-ore is found in New - Jerfey.

§ XXIX. Pennfylvania, ]ymg to the fouthward of
New-York and New- .]c1il ¥, 1s bounded on the other
fide by Maryland , ftretching two hundred and fifty
miles inlength, two bundred in breadth, and having
no communication with the fea, except by the mouth
of the river Delaware. This province was originally
fettled by Quakers,under the aufpices of the celebrat-
ed William Penn, whofe defcendants are flill pro-
prietaries of the country. Philadelphia, the capital,
fiands on a tongue of land, at the confluence of the
two navigable rivers, the Delaware and the Schul
kel, difpofed in the form of a regular oblong, and
defligned by the original plan to extend from the one




GEORGE IL 221

to the other. The Qtreets, whichare broad, fpacious,
and uniform, crofs each other at right angles, leav-
ing proper {paces for churches , markets, and other
public edifices. The Houfesare neatly built of brick,
the quays fpacious and magnificent, the warehou-
fes large and numerous, and the docks commos
dious and well contrived for fhip-building, Penn-
fylvania is underftood to extend as far northerly as
the banks of the lake Erie, where the French erec-
tedafort. They alfo raifed another at fome diftance
to the fouthward of the Riviere-au-Bo:uf, and made
other encroachments on this colony.

§ XXX. Adjoining to part of Pennfylvania, on
the fea-coaft , lies the province of Maryland, a tract
of land fitnated along the bay of Chefapeak, in
length about one hundred and forty miles, and near-
ly of the fame breadth, bounded on the north by
Pennfylvania , on the ealt by the Atlantic ocean,
and by the river Potowmack on the fouth. This
country was firft planted with Roman catholics by
Lord Baltimore, to whom Charles 1. granted it by
patent. In the fequel, however, people of all reli-
gions were admitted into this fettlement, and in-
dulged with liberty of confcience, and at prefent the
reigning religion is that of the Englifh church. The
climate is very fultry in fummer, and not very falu-
brions. The foil is fruitful, and produces a great
quantity of tobacco, which the people cultivate as
their {taple commodity. Thedeat of government is
eftablithed at Annapolis a fmall town beautifully
fituated on the river Patuxent.

§ XXX. Tracing the fea - coaft ftill foutherly, the
next fettlement is Virginia , watered on the north by
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the river Potowmack, which is the boundary be-
tween this and the colony laft defcribed , having
the bay of Chefapeak to the eaft, bounded on the
fouth by Carolina, and extending weltward with-
out any preferibed lmits, though the plantations
have reached no farther than the great Allegany
mountains; fo that the province, as now poffelfed,
firetches in length about two hundred and forty
miles, and in breadch not above two hundred, lying
between the fifty - fifth and fortieth degrees of lati-
tude. In failing to Virginia, navigators fteer through
a firait formed by two points, called the Capes, into
the bay of Chefapeak, a large inlet that runs three
hundred miles into the country from fouth to north,
covered from the Atlantic ocean by the eaftern fide
of Maryland, and a fmall portion of Virginia on the
fame peninfula.  This noble bay is about eighteen
miles broad for a confiderable fpace, and feven at
its narrowelt part, yielding generally nine fathoms
depthof water; on both fides it receives many navi-
gable rivers, thofe on the Virginia ide being known
by the namesof James- river, York- river, the Rap-
pabannock, and Potowmack. This country, efpe-
cially towards the fea, lies very low and fwampy,
and the foilis extremely fertile. The air and weather
are variable, the heats of fummer exceffive, the frofts
of winter fudden, and intenfely cold ; fo that upon
the whole, the chimate is neither very agreeable nor
healthy, the people being particularly [ubjed to
agues and pleuretic diforders. The province abounds
with valt forelts of timber: the plains are covered
with a furprifing luxuriancy of vegetables , flowers,




Wi

GEORGE IL 223

and flowering (hrubs, diffufing the moft delicious
fragrance. The ground yields plenty of corn, and
every fort of fruitin great abundance and perfection.
Horned cattle and hogs have here multiplied to ad-
miration fince they were firlt imported from Europe.
The animals, natives of this and the neighbouring
countries, are deer, panthers or tigers, bears, wolves,
foxes, fquirrels, racoons, and creatures called opof-
fums, with an infivite variety of beautiful birds, and
adiverfity of ferpents, 'among which the rattle fnake
is the moft remarkable.

§ X(XXIIL Virginia s bounded to the fouth by the
two Carolinas, {itnated between the forty - fixth and
tl}irty-ﬁr& degrees of latitude ; the length amounting
to upwards of four hundred miles, and the breadth
extending near three hundred, asfar as the Indian
nations called the Catawbas, the Creeks, and Che-
rokees. The conntry of Carolina 1s divided into two

overnments, of which the moft northern 1s the moft
inconfiderable. The climate in both 1s the fame , as
well as the foil : the ficlt is warm, though not un-
healthy ; the laft extremely fertile, yielding every
thing in plenty which is produced in Virginia, be-
fides abundance of excellent oranges, and fome com-
modities which are not found to the northward.
North-Carolina , though not fo opulent, is more
populous than the {outhera part. The colonifts of
North - Carolina carry on a confiderable traffic in
tar, pitch, turpentine, {taves, fhingles, lumber,
corn, pork,and beef, tobacco, deer-(kins, indigo,
wheat ; rice,, bees - wax, tallow, bacon, and hogs
lard, cotton, and fquared timber, live cattle, with
the {kins of beaver, racoon, fox, minx, wild cat,
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and otter. South- Carolina 1s much better cultivat-
ed; the people are more civilized, and the commeice
more important. 1 he capital of this province, cal-
led Charles - Town , is finely fituated at the eonflu-
ence of two navigable rivers, having the advantage
of a commodious harbour. Their trade, exclufive
of the articles we have already mentioned as com-
mon to this government and that of North-Carelina,
confifts of two chief ftaple commodities, rice and
indigo , which they cultivate with great foccels;
and they have likewife made fome progrefs in the
culture of filk.

§ XKXXIII. The moft fouthern of all our fettle-
ments on this coait is Georgia, extending about
{ixty miles from north to fouth, along the fea-fhore;
but widening ia the inland parts to above one hun-
dred and fifty, and [tretching almoft three hundred
from the fea to the Apalachian mountains. This
country differs very little from that of South - Caro-
lina, with which it borders; yet the fummer is here
more hot, and the {oil not {o fertile. Savannah, the
capical, ftands commodioufly for trade ; about ten
miles from the fea, on a river of the fame name,
navigable with large boats two hundred miles farther
up to the fecond town, called Augufta, aplace that
flourifhes by the Indian trade of (kins, which the inha-
buants carry on with their neighbours the Creeks,
the Chickefaws, and the Cherokees, who are the moft
numerous and powerful tribes in America. Georgia
is bounded on the fouth by the river Attamaha, at no
great diltance from the Spanifh fort of St. Auguftin.

§ XXXIV, Having thus exhibited a fucciné view
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of the Britifh colonies in North- America, for the
information of the reader , we thall now refume the
threzd of our hiftory, and particularize the tranfac-
tions by which the prefent year was diltinguifhed on
this extenfive continent. The government of Eng-
land having received nothing but evafive anfwers
from the court of France, touching the complaints
that were made of the encroachments in America,
difpatched orders to all the governors of that country
to repel force by force, and drive the French from
their fettlements on the river Ohio. Accordingly,
the provmces of Vlrgmm and Pennfylvania took
this important affair into their confideration ; but
while they deliberated, the French vigoroufly pro-
fecuted their defigns on the other fide of the mounts
ains. They furprifed Logs-town, which the Vir-
ginians had built upon the Qhio; made themfelves
malfters of the Block-houfe and Truck-houfe ,
where they found [kins and other commodities to the
amount of twenty thoufand pounds, and deltroyed
all the Briti(h traders, except two who found means
to efcape. At the fame time, M. de Contrecceur,
with a thoufand men, and eighteen pieces of cannon,
arrived in three hundred canoes from Venango, a
fort they bad raifed on the banks of the Ohio, and
reduced by furprife a Britifh fort which the Virgi-
nians had built on the forks of the Monangahela,
that runs into the fame river.

§ XXXV. Thefeholtilities were followed by divers
{kirmifhes between the people of the two nations,
which were fought with various fuccefs. Atlength
the governors of the Englith fettlements received

Vor, V. - Q
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orders from Fngland to form a political confederacy,
for their mutual defence : and the governor of New-
York was directed to confer with the chiefs of the
Six Nations, with a view to detach them from the
French interelt by dint of promifes and prefents of
value, fent over for that purpofe. A coagrefs was
accordingly apoointed at Albany, to which place
the governor of New- York up?n ed, accompanied
by commiffioners from all the other Britifh fettle.
ments: but a very fimall number of Indians arrived,
and even thefe feemed to be indifferent to the advan-
ces and exhortations that were made by the Englifh
orator. Thetruthis, theFrench had artfully weaned
them from their actachment to the fubjeés of Great-
Britain. Neverthelefs, they accepted the prefents,
renewed their treaties with th(.hsnfro[England and
even demanded his affiltance in driving the French
from the polis an .I pch -flions they had ufurpcd with-
in the Inmnn territories. It was in confequence of
the meafures here taken, that Calonel Wafhington
was detacl ncu from Virginia with four hundred men,
and occupied a polt on ‘the banks of the river Chio,
where he threw vp fome works : and erected a kind
of occafional fort, in 11(;;‘.« s of being able to defend
himfe!f in that fitvation , until he fhould be joined by
are-enforcement from New-York, which, however,
did not arrive.

§ XXXV While he remained in this fituation,
de Viller, a Freach cnammszisr at the head of
nine hundred men, being on his march to diflodge
Wafhington , detached onc Jamonville, an inferior
officer, with a fmall party, and a formai fummons to
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Colonel Walhington, requiring him to quit the fort ,
which he prete nded was built on gronnd belonging
to the Freach, or their allies. Sn lictle regard was
paid to this jntimation, that the Englith fell upon
this party, and as the French affirm, withouttheleaft
provocation , either {lew or took the whole detachs
ment, De Viller, incenfed at thefe unprovoked hofs
tiliies, marched up to the attack, which Wathing«
ton for fome time [uftained under manifold difadvan-
tages. Atlength, however, he furrendered the forts
upon c.-.plmldtzon , for the performance of which he
lefttwo officers as hoftagesin the hands of the French
and in his retreat was terribly haraffed by che Indians,
who nhmneref! his baggage, and maffacred his
people. Thiseventwasno fooner known in Eagland,
than the Britilh ambaador at Paris received direcs
tion to complain of it to the French mm:&ry , asan
open viclation of the peace; but this reprelentation
had no effect.

§ XXXVII Both nations by this time forefaw that
a rupture would be inevitable , and each refolved to
make {uitable preparations. France continued to fend
re-enforcements of men, and fupplies of ammunition
to Quebec, for the profecution of her ambitious
projeds; and the miniltry of Great-Britain tranfmit-
ted falutary cautions to the governors of the provin-
ces in North-America, exhorting them to join their
endeavoursfor repelling the incurfions of the enemy,
Such an union as {eemed necelfary for theircommon
prefervation was noteafily effeted. The different
colonies were divided by different views and

interefts , both religious and po!mcal. befides,
\' 2
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every fettlement was diftratted into fadions ,
formed by the governor and the demagagues of the
affembly : inother words, an oppofition like thatin
parliament, and a continual ftruggle between the
hberties of the people and the prerogative of the
proprietor, whether fovereien or fubjedt. Mr
Dinwiddie, governor of Virginia, having demand-
ed a certain perquifite or fee for every patent he
fhould pafs forland, the affembly voted his demand
legal, arbitrary, and oppreflive. They declared,
that every man who paid it fhould be deemed an
enemy to his country, and fent over an agent to
London , to folicit the fuppreffion of this impofi-
tion. The reprefentatives of the people in Pennfyl-
vania wafted the time in vain deliberations and
violent difputes with their proprietors, while the
enemy infefted their frontiers. The colony of New-
York was filled with difcontent and animofity. Sir
Danvers Ofborn, who had been appointed governor
of this province, died immediately after his arrival at
New-York, and the inftructions he had received were
expofed to public cenfure, The preamble inveighed
feverely againfl the want of duty, allegiznce, loyal-
ty and unanimity which had lately appeared fo
potorions in the affembly of that province, who
had violated the roval commilfion and infruce
tion by amlmf|\g to themfelves the power to
difpofe of public money in the laws which they
bad occaflionally paffed This gentleman was,
therefore , direc@ed to inGift upon the reformation
of all thofe public abufes, and upon the eftablifh-
ment of a certain fupply for the fervice of the covern-
ment, as well as upon the fettlement of a falary for
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himfelf. Moreover, his Majefty, in thefe inftrucions,
fignified his will and pleafure , Thatall money raifed
for the fupply and fupport of governmeat, orupon
any emergency for immediate fervice, fhould be
difpofed of and applied properly to the ufe for which
it might be granted by warrant from the governor,

by and with the advice and coufent of the “council of
the province , and no otherwife: That neverthelefs,
the affembly fhould be permitted from time to time,
to view and examine the accounts of money di{pofed
of by virtue of laws which they had enaced: That
ifany member of the council, or officer holding place
of trult or profic wichin the government, fhould, in
any manner whatever give his affentto, orinany
wife advice or concur with the affembly in paffing
any a& or vote,whereby the royal prerogative might
be leflened or impaired, or any money be raifed or
difpofed for the public fervice, contrary to orincons
fiftent with the method prefcribed by thefeinftruc-
tions, the governor fhould forthwith remove or
fufpend fuch counfeller or officer fo offending, and
give an immediate account of his proceedings to the
commiffioners of trade and plantations. Thefe were
peremptory injunéions, which plainly proved that
the miniftry was determined to fupport the preroga-
tive with a high band; butitmuft be owned, at the
fame time, that abundance of provocation had been
given, by the infolent oppofition of fome turbulent
individuals, who had exerted all their influence in
difturbing and diftreffing the views and deﬁgns of
the government. While the Britifh colonies in Ame-

tica were , by thefe divifions, in a great mealure
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difabled from making vigorous cfforts againft the
common enemy, the adminifiration at home began
to exert itfelf for their defence. Oficers were ap-
pointed for two regiments, confifting of two batta.
lions each, to be raifed in America, and commanded
by Sir William Peppercl andGovernor Shirley, who
had enjoyed the fame command in the laft war; and
abody of troops was deftined for the fame fervice,

§ XXXVIIL The woft remarkable incident that
marked this year on the continent of Kurope was the
converfion of the Hereditary Prince of Helle Caffel,
who had efpoufed the Princefs Mary of England. He
now declared himfelf a Roman Catholic, and was
fuppofed tohavebeencajoled to this profeflion by the
promifes of certain powers, who flattered his am-
bition , hlordcrtoxveakcnthelnTmcHuutintemxin
Germany. His father, though deeply affe@ed by
his fon’s apollacy , did not fail to take immediate
mealures for preventing the evil confequences which
might otherwife have flowed from his defection. He
forthwith affembled the ftates of the landgraviate, in
order to take fuch meafures as mightappear necelfary
tomaintain the religion, laws, and conftitution of
the country ; and the prince was laid under certain
reftrictions, which hcdkinotﬁndjtancﬂytﬂkto
fet afide. It was enacted, that when the regency
fhould devolve to him by fuccelfion, he hould not
bave it in his power to alter the eftablifhed laws, or
grant any church to perfons of the Roman com»
munion, forthe publicexercife of their religion, and
that he fhould be excluded from all fhare in the
education of his fors, the eldeft of whom fhould
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beput in poffeffion of the country of Hanauupon bis
father’s acceflion to the regency of the landgraviate.
Thefe refolutions were guarantied by the !\m zs of
Pruffia and Depmark, by the Maritime Powcrs A
and the Evangelic uody of the empire.

§ XXXIX. The exile of the pﬂrhamcnc of Paris,
far from having intimidated the other tribunals from
performing what they apprehended to be their duty ,
ferved only to inflame t!1c difcontents of the people
and to animate all ‘the courts of juftice toa full exer-
tion of their authority. The chatelet continued to
profecute thofe priefts who refuied the facrament to
perfons whofe confciences would notallow them to
fubferibe to the bull Unigenitus, even after three of
their members were fent to the Baftile. The fame pro-
fecutions were carried on, and boid remonfirances
publifhed by the palhaxrents of Aix and Rouen.
In a word, the whole kingdom was filled with fuch
confulion as threatenced a tot?_l fuppreflion of juilice,
in a general fpirit of difaffection, and univerfal anar-
chy. The prelates, mean while, feemed to triumph
in the combufltion they had raifed. They entered
into alfociations to fupport each other: they intrigued
at court, and harafled the King with infolent declara-
tions, till he grew tired of their proceedings , and

pmcri his eyes to the fatal conﬁqumccs of their
pride and obftincy. He even took an opportunity

of exhorting the Archbifbo “k of Paris toadt more

fuitably to the character of a clergyman. He recalled

the parliament from exile, and they returned in tri-

umph, amidft the acclamations of the people,

who celebrated their arrival at Paris with
Q 4
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molt extravagant demonfltrations of joy; and the
archbifbop, -votwithltanding the King’s exprefs
declaration to the contrary , flill perfifting in counte-
nancing the recufant priclts, was banifhed to Con.
flans-fous-Charenton.

§ XL. In Spain the intereft of Great-Britain was
fo warmly efpoufed, and fo powerfully fupported
by Mr. Wall, who had been refident in England,
that the French party, thongh countenanced by
the Queen-mother, and fultained with all the in-
fluence of the Marquis de la Enfenada, the prime
minilter, was totally defeated. The King being
convinced that it would be for the interelt of his
fubjeds to live on good terms with England, and
well apprized of Enlenada’s intrigues, ordered that
minifter to be arrefted and confined, and beltowed
upon Mr. Wall the belt part of his employments.
Neverthelefs, the Spaniards in the Well-Indies
continued to opprefs the fubjects of Great-Britam
employed in cutting logwood in the bay of Hon-
duras; and reprefentations on this head being made
to the court of Madrid, the difpute was amicably
adjulted between Mr. Wall and Sic Benjamin
Keene, the Britith ambaffador. While the intereft
of Britain thus triumphed in Spain, it feemed to
lofe ground at the court of Lifbon. His Portuguefe
Majelty bad formed valt projects of an active
commerce, and eveneftablited an Ealt-India com-
pany : in themean time he could not help manifefting
his chagrin at the great quantities of gold which
were yearly exported from his dominions, as the
balance due from his fubjets on Englifh com-
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modities. In his endeavours to check this traffic,
which he deemed fo detrimental to his fubje&s,
he inflied hardhips on the Britifh merchants fettled
at Lifbon: fome were imprifoned on frivolous pre-
_tences; others deprived of their property, and obliged
to quit the kingdom. He infilted upon laying an im-
pofition of two per cent. on all the Portuguefe gold
that [hould be exported; but the profits of the
trade would not bear fuch an exa@ion. Vlean while,
there beinga fcarcity of corn in Portugal, the king-
dom was fupplied from England; and the people
having nothing but gold to purchafe this necci‘ﬁry
fupply, the King faw the neceflity of conniving
at the exportation of his coin, and the trade reverted
into its former channel.

§ XLI. On the fourteenth day of November
the King of Great-Britain opened the feffion of
parliament with an barangue, which intimated
nothing of an approaching rupture. He faid, That
the general ftate of affairs in Europe had undergone
very little alteration fince their laft meeting; that
he had lately received the firongeft affurances from
his good brother the King of Spain of friendfhip and
confidence, which he would cultivate with harmony
and good faith. He declared his principal view
fhould be to ftrengthen the foundation, and fecure
the duration of a general peace; to improve the
prefent advantages of it for promoting the trade of
his good fubjeds, and prote&ing thofe pofleffions,
which conftituted one great fource of their wealth
and commerce. Fimally, he exhorted them to com-

plete their plan for appropriating the forfeited eftates
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in the Highlands to the fervice of the public. He
probably avoided mentioning the encroachments of
France, that he might fupply no handle for debates on
the addrefs, which was carried in both Houfes almoft
without oppofition. The government fecemed deter.
mined to humble the infolence of the French councils;
and this difpofition was fo agreeable to the people in
general, that they grudged no expenfe, and hcgutﬂy
concurred with rln, dmﬂnucoi the min;

§ XLIL. The Commons granted for the fcnlcc
of the enfuing year four millions {eventy-three thou- '
fand {even hundred and twenty-nine pounds; one
million of that fum exprefsly given for en uulm" his

.
753

Majelty to augment his fowﬂ !;,—7.’ land ur\d fea.
Thirty-two ‘*mm i ‘_'UL ads were allotted as a fub-
fidy to the King of Poland, and tw"’"x hounfand

to the Ele¢tor of Bavaria. Tt Ungr‘ tfications met
with little or no eppofition in the committee of fup-
ply ; becaufcit was taken for granted, that, in cafe
of arupture, France would endeavour to avail her-
felf of her fuperiority by land, by invading his Bri-
tannic Majefty’s German dominions; and therefore
it might be neceflary to fecure the affiftance of fuch
allies on the contivent. That they prognofticated
aright, with refpect to the defigns of that ambitious
power, will foon appear in the courfe of chis hif:
tary ; whichwill alfo demonfirate how little depen-
dence is to be placed upon the profefled attachment
of fubfidiary princes. Thc {fupplies were raifed by
the ﬂandmg branches of the revenue, the land-tax
and malt-tax, and a lottery for one million ; one hun-
dred thoufand pounds of it to be deduded for the
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fervice of the public, and the remaining nine hundred
thoufand to be charged on the produce of the finking
fund, at the rate of three per cent. perannum , to com-
mence from the fifth day of January in the year one
thoufand {even hundred and fifty-fix. The civil tranf-
aftions of this {eflion were confined to a few objedts.
Divers new regulations were made forencouraging
and improving the whale and white herring fithery,
as well as for finifhing and putting in a proper flate
of defence a new fort, lately built at Anamaboe
on the coalt of Africa.

§ XLIIL Mr. Pitt, the paymafter general of the
forces, brought in a bill, which will ever remain
a f(tanding monument of his humanity. The poor
dilabled veterans, who enjoyed the penfion of Chel-
fea. hofpital, wer¢ fo iniquitoufly opprefled by a fet
of mifcreants, who fupplied them with money per
advance, at the moft exorbitant rates of ufury,
that many of them with their families, were in dan-
ger of flarving; and the intention of government
in granting fuch a confortable fublilftence was in a
great meafure defeated. Mr. Pitt, perceiving that
this evil originally flowed from the delay of the
firlt payment, which the penfioner could not touch
till the expiration of a whole year afterhehad been
putupon the Lift, removed this neceffity of borrow-
mg, by providing in the bill, that half a’year’s
penfion fhould be advanced half a year before it
is due’; and the practice of uflury was effectually pre-
vented by a claufe, enadting, that all contraéts thould
be void by which any penfion might be mortgaged.
This humane regulation was unanimoufly approved,
and baving paffed through both Houfes with un-

CHAP.

111,
1754




BOOKXK

Iil.
1754

236 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

common expedition, received the royal affent,

§ XLIV. Notwithftanding the nnanimity manifef-
ted by the Commons, in every thing relating to the
meafures for acting vigoroufly againft the common
eremy of the nation, they were remarkably dilturbed
and divided by a contefted eletion of members for
Oxfordfhire. In the courfe of this difpute, the ftrength
and influence of what they called the old and new
interelt, or, to fpeak more intelligibly, <fthe Tories
and Wkhigs in that county, were fully difplayed.
The candidates fuftained on the (houlders of the old
intereft, were Lord Vifcount Wenman and Sir James
Dathwood: their competitors, whom the new intereft
fupported, and of confequence the minifiry couns
tenanced, were Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner.
Never was anv contention of this kind maintained
with maore fpirit and animofity, or carried on at a
greater expenfe. One would have imagined that
each fide confidered it as a difpute which muft have
determined - whether thenation fhould enjoy its an-
cient liberty, or tamely fubmit to the fetters of cor
ruption. Noblemen and gentlemen, clergymen and
ladies, emploved all theirtalents and induftry in can.
vafling for either fide, throughout every townfhip
and village in the county. Scandal emptied her
whole quiver of infinuation, calumny, and lampoon ;
corruption was not remils in promifes and preflents:
houfes of entertainment were opened ; and nothing
was for fome time to be feen but fchemes of tu-
mult, riot, and intoxication. The revenue of many
an independent prince on the continent would not
have been fufficient to afford fuch fums of money




GE@ RGE" KL 237

as were cxpended in the courfe of this difpute. At
length they proceeded to ele@ion, and the [heriff
made a double return of allthe four candidates, fo
that not one of them could fit, and the county re-
mained without a reprefentative until this ambigu-
ous affair could be decided in the Houfe of Com-
mons. About the middie of November petitions be-
ing prefented by the four candidates, as well as by
the gentlemen, clergy, and other freeholders of the
county, complaining ofanundue ele®ion, and dou-
ble return, the matter of thefe petitions was heard
at the bar of the Houfe on the third day of De-
cember. The counfe] for Lord Wenmanand Sir Ja.
mes Dafhwood alledged, that they had the majority
of votes upon the poll, and this circumftance was
admitted by the counfel on the other fide: then they
proceeded to prove by evidence, that after clofing
the poll, the fheriff declared the majority of votes to
be in favor of thefle two candidates, and adjourned
the court from the twenty third day of April to the
eighth of May ; fo that the fcrutiny demanded, and
granted on the behalf of Lord Parker and Sir Fd-
ward Turner could not be difcufled before the 1afk
day of the month, when the writ was returnable;
that the fcrutiny did not begin till the ninth day of
May, when the time was protracted by difputes
about the manner in which it thould be carried on3
that Lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner were al
lowed to obje@, through the whole poll tothe votes
on the other fide . on pretence that their competi-
tors (hould be permitted to anfwer thefe obje@ions,
and, in their turn, objed@ through the whole pol
to the voters for Lord Parker and Sir Edward
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Turner, who fhould, in the lalt place, have leave
to anfwer: that Lord Wenman and Sir James Dafh-
wood had difapproved of this method, becaule they
apprehended 1t might induce their competitors to
make fuch a number of frivolous objections, that
they fhould not have time to anfwer one half of them,
much lefs. to make objedtions of their own before
the writ (hould be returned : that they forefaw fuch
a number of frivolous obje&ions were made, as en-
groffed the attention of the court till the twenty-
feventh day of May; {o that they could not begin
to anfwer any of thefe objections till the twenty.
eighth; and on the thirtieth the heniff, having clo-
fed the fcrutiny, made the double return. The proof
being exhibited , the counfel infilted, that, as they
had eftablifhed a majority on the poll; and demon-
{irated that this majority neither was ner could be
overthrown by fuch an pofinifbed ferutiny, it was
incumbent on the otherfide to proceed upon the me-
rits of the election, by endeavouring to overthrow
that majority of which their clients were in pol-
feflion. A queltioninthe Houle being carried to the
fame purpofe,, Lord Wenman and Sir James Dafh-
wood objectedto five hundred and thirty votes on
the other {ide, whom they propofed to difqualify.
T heir counfel examined feveral witnelles, to prove
the partality of the fherilf in favor of Lord Parker
and Sir Edward Turner, and to dete@ thefe can-
didates in the practice of bribery ; for which purpofe
they produced a letter in their own band-writing.
They afterwards proceeded to difqualify particular
votes, and fummed up their evidence on the twenty-
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firft day of January. Then the counfel for the other
fide began to refute the charge of partiality and cor-
ruption; and to anfwer the objections that had been
made to particular voters. They produced evidence
to prove, that cultomary frecholds, or cuflomary
holdings, had voted at ele@ions in the counties of
Glamorgan, Monmouth, Gloncelter, Wells, and
Hereford ; and that the cuflomary tenants of the mans
or of Woodftock, in Oxfordfhire, bad been reputed
capable of voting, and even voted at ele@ions for that
county. In a word, they continued to examine evi-
dences, argue and refute, prove and difprove, until
the twenty-third day of April, when, after fome warm
debates and divifions in the Houfe, Lord Parker and
Sir Edward Turner were declared duly elected ; and
the clerk of the crown was ordered to amend the re-
turn, by erafing thie names of Lord Wenman and Sir
James Dalbwood. Many who prefumed to think for
themfelves, witheut recollecting the power and in-
luence of the adminiftration, were aftonifhed at the
ifiue of this difpute; which, however, might have
eafily been forefeen; inalmuch as, during the courfeof
the proceedings, moft, if not all, of the many quefti-
ons debated in the Hounfe were determined by a great
majority infavor of the new intereft. A great nums-
ber of copy-holders had been admitted to vote at
this election, and the feriff incurred no cenfure for
allowing them to take the oath appointed by law to
be taken by freeholders : neverthelefs, the Commons
carcfully avoided determining the queftion, Whether
copy-holders pofleffed of the yearly value of forty
fhillings, clear of all deductions, have not a right to
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vote for knights to reprefent the fhire within which
their copy hold-eftates are fituated ? This point be.
ing left doubtful by the legiflature, puts it often in
the power of the fheriff to return which of the can-
didates he pleafes to fupport ; for, if the majority of
the voting copy-holders adheres to the intereft of his
favorites, he will admit their votes both on the poll
and the fcrutiny ; whereas, (hould they be otherwife
difpofed, he will reject them as ungualified. What
effect this practice may have upon the independency
of parliament every perfon mult perceive, who re-
fle@ts, that 1n almoft all the counties of England the
high fheriffs are annually appointed by the minifter
for the time being

§ XLV. The attention of the legiflature was chief-
ly turned upon the condu@ of France, which pre-
ferved no medium, but feemed intent upon ftriking
fome mmportant blow, that might ferve as a decla-
rationof war. At Breft, and other ports in that king-
dom, the French were employed in equipping a pow-
erful armament, and made no {cruple to own it was
intended for North-America. Towards the latterend
of March Sir Thomas Robinfon, fecretary of fate,
brought a meffage from the I\mt* to the p'n]mment
intimating, That is T\’Ia,cuv lmv1nrr at the beginning
of the feflion declared his principal objed was to pre-
ferve the public tranquillity, and at the fame time to
protect thofe pofleffions which conflitute one great
fource ofthe commerce and wealth of his andnrm
he now found it neceffary to acquaint the Houfe of
Commons, that the prefent fituation of affairs made
it requifite to augment his forces by fea and land, and
to
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to take fuch other meafures as might beft tend to pre- cH A B,
ferve the general peace of Europe, and to fecure the 351,
juft rights and pofleffions of his crown in America, 1755
as well astorepel any attempts whatfoever that might
be made to fupport or countenance any defigns
which fhould be formed againlt his Majelty and his
kingdoms; and his Majelty doubted not but his
faithful Commons, on whofe affection and zeal he
entirely relied , would enable him to make fuch
augmentations, and to take fuch mealures for fup-
porting the honor of his crown, and the true interefls
‘ of his people ,and for the fecurity of his dominions in
the prefent critical conjuncture, 2s the exigency of
affairs might require; in doing which his Majefty
would have as much regard to the eafe of his good
fubje@s as (hould be confiftent with their fafety and
welfare. In anfwer to this meflage a very warm and af-
fe@ionate addrefs was prelented to his VMajelty; and it
was on this occafion that the million was granted for
augmenting his forces by fea and land*. ‘Lhe court

® The ariniftry having refolved to fend a body of forces
to America, to actinconjunction with the provincial troops
raifed on that continent, it became neceffary that the mutiny-
act thould be rendered more clear and extenfive. When this
bill, therefore, fell under confideration, it was improved with
a new clanfe, providing, © That ail officers and foldiers of any
© troops being muftered and in pay,which are or fhal be raifed
f % inany of the Britith provinces in America,by authority of the
 Hi: < refpective governors or governments thereof, fhall , atall
% times, and inall places , when they happen to join oract
% in conjunction with his Majefty’s Britifh forces, be liable
% to martial Iaw and difcipline, in kke manner, to all intents
< and purpofes, as the Britifh forces ave and fhall be fubject
% to the fame trial, penalties, and punithment.

Vor. V. R
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of Verfailles , notwithflanding the affidutiy and dif-
patch which they were exerting in equipping armas
ments , and embarking trocps, forthe fupport of
their ambitious {chemes in America, {tili continued to
amufe the Bricifh m:mm} with general declarations,
that no boflility was mtcuueu , nor ‘the leaft in-
fringement of the treaty.

§ XLVI. The Earl of Albemarle, the Englifh
ambaflador at Paris, having lately died in thatcity,
thefe affurances were communicated to the court of
London by the Var qun; de Mirepoix , who refided
in England with the “mc character, which he had
fupported fince his firlk arrival with cq 1al honor and
politenefs.  On this occafion he himfelf was fo far im-
pofed upon by theinftructions he had received , that
he believed the profeffions of his court were ﬁncerc,
and fcr%nuﬂ_y endcavoured to prevent a rupture be-
tween the two nations. Atlength, however, their
preparations were fo notorious that he began to ful-
pect the confequence; and the Englifh mmiftry pro-
duced fuch proofs of their infincerity and double
dealing , that he feemed to be Q’r'vci‘: with altonifh-
mentand chagrin. He repaired to France, and up-
braided the x.muﬁry of Verfailles IU. having made
him the tool of their diflimulation. They referred
him to the King, who ordered him to return to | Lon-

don, with frefh alfurances of his i“'tCi ic intentions:
but bis practice agreed fo ill with his profeflions, that
the amballador h,.J fcarce obtained an audience to
communicate them, when undoubted intelligence
arrived , that a powerful armament was ready to fail
from Breft and Rochefort.  The government of
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Great-Britain, aroufed by thisinforn mation immedia-
tely took the moftexpeditious methods for equipping
afquadron; and towards the latter end of April, Ad-
miral Bofcawen failed with eleven (hips of the line and
one frigate, having on board a confiderable number
of land-ferces to attend the motions of th ¢ enemy :
but more certain and particular iot e]f:_c IC€E arriving
foon after, touching the {trength of the French fleet,
which conflifled of [.\*.fﬂ.ﬂt}?-iﬂ'(: Ih!. s of the line, bef:-
des frigates and tranfports, with a ereat quantity of
warlike {tores, and four thoufand regular troops,
commanded by the Baron Diefkau, Admiral Hol-
bourne was detached with {ix fhips of the line, and
one frigate, to re-enforce VIr. Bofcawen; anda great
number of capital (hips were put in commiifion. In
the beginning of Vay the French fleet,commanded by
My, Macnamara, an officer ofhml extraction, failed
from Breft, directing his courfe to North-America,
but, after baving proceeded om;(md the chopsof the
Englifh channel, he retur ned with nine of the capi-
tal ibips, while the relt of the ar: mament continued
their courfe, under the direction of V. Bois de la
Mothe.

§XLVIL On the twenty-filth day of April thekmg
went to the Houle of Lords , where, afcur giving the

royal affent to the biils then depending , fc:‘graming
a certain fum outofthefi 1]r\mc" fund , for the relief
of infolvent debtors, for the better regulation of the
marine forces on f(hore, forthe tcticr raifing of ma-
rines and feamen, and to feveral other public and
private bills : his Majefly putan end to the feffion of
pailiament by a {peech,in which he acquaintedthe two
K2
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Houfes, That the zeal they had thown for fupporting
the honor, rights, and polleflions of his crown had
afforded him the greatelt fatisfaction : That his
defire to preferve the public tranquillity had been
fincere and uniform : That he bad religioufly ad-
hered to the ftipulation of the treaty of Aix-la.Cha.
pelle, and made it his care notto injure or offend
any power whatfoever ; but that he never could
entertain a thought of purchafing the name of peace
at the expenfe of fuffering encroachments upou, or of
yielding up, whatjultly belonged to Great-Britain,
either by ancient pofleflion or by folemn treaties:
T hat the vigor and firmnefs of his parliament, on
this important occafion, had enabled him to be pre-
pared for fuch contingences as mighthappen : That,
ifreafonable and honorable terms of accommodation
could be agreed upon, he would be fatisfied , and ,
atallevents, rely on the juftice of his caufe, the ef-
fectual fupport of his people , and the protection of
Divine Providence. The parliament was then proro-
gued to the twenty-feventh of May.
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Gl AP, IV.

§ 1. Preparations for war, 1. Earl Paulet's motion
againfl the King's going to Hanover. 1il. Regency
appointed during his Majefly's abfence. 1V. Bof-
cawer’s expedition. Alcide and Lys taken. V.,
French ambafjador recalled. V1. Their trade
greatly difireffed. VL. Affairs of the Englifh in
America. Col. Monckton takes Beau Sejour. VIII.
General Braddock’s unfortunate expedition. 1X. He
falls into a:zanzbz;ﬁad@; is d-feated ; and hilied. X.
Difagreement between the governor and affembly of
Pennfylvania. XI. Expedition againfl Crown-Point
and Niagararefolved on. X11. Gen. Johnfon encamps
at Lake George. XI1. Where he is attacked by the
French, who are entirely defeated. X1V, Bravery
of Captain M Ginnes. XV. Gen. johnfon created
baronet. XV Defcription of Fort Ofwego and Lake
Ontario. XVIL. Neglect of the Englifh , in not
fortifyingir. XVIIL Ezpedition againf! Niagara.
' X1X..Gen. Shirley returns to Albany. End of the cam-
paign in America. XX. Fruitlefs intrigues of the French
in Spain and Germany. XXI. Treatyof the King of
Great-Britain with the Landgrave of Hefle Cajffel.
XXII. News of the capiure of the Alcide and Lys
reaches England. XXIIL. The King returns from
Hanover, and concludes atreaty with Ruffia. % X1V,
Deciaration of the French min.fler at the courtof Vien-
na, XXV. Spirited declaration of the Eigig of Pruffia.

3
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XXVI. The French make another unfirceefsfi:! attempt
uponthe court ‘?/r'sj"f'é’in. XXVIL, The Imperial court
refisfes auxiliaries to England. XXVIIL. The French
take the Blandford man of war, but returnit. XXIX,
State of the Engli/l: and French navies, XXX. Sef-
Sion opened.  XXXI. Remarkable addre of the
Lords and Commons. XXXII. His Maje/ly’s anfwer.
XXXIIL Alterations in the minifiry.  Mr. Fox

made fecretary of State. XXXIV. Supplies voted.
XXXV. i‘.-]’z.".f/fq.'.mfi‘c at { .f},":i(/';. XXXVI. f‘f('!‘:djr
voted by parliament to the Porauguefe. XXXVII,
ZLroops, dre,voted. XXXVIII Mutiny.bill, marine,
and mariners alls contimed, KXXXIX, Aét for
raifing a regiment of foot in North-America. XL.
Maritime laws of England extendedto America. XL
_Quic’t of Ireland reflored. XL Treaty concluded
with Pryffia. XLII. New militia-bill pajfed by the
Commons , but rejected by theLords, XL1V. Seffion
clofed,

by

§ I \/VTHLQT all Europe was in fufpenfe about
the fate of the Englifh and French fquadrons,prepara-
tions foravigorous fea-war were going forward in
England with an unparalleled Ipirit and fuccefs.  Still
the French courtflattered itfelf that Great-Britain, out
of tenderncfs to his Majelty’s German dominions
would abftain from hoftilities.  Mirepoix conti-
nued to have frequent conferences with the Britifh
miniftry , who madeno fecret that their Admirals,
particularly Bofcawen, had orders to attack' the
Yrench fhips wherever they fhould meet them,
On the othes hand, Monf. de Mircpoix declared
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That his malter would confider the firft gun fired
at fea in a hoflile maaner as a declaration of war
This menace, far from intimidating the Englifh,
animated them to redouble their preparations forwar.
The prefs for feamen was carried on with extraordi-
nary vigor in all parts of this kingdom, as well asin
Ireland ; and great premiums were given notouly by
the government,butalfo,over and above his Vajefty’s
bounty , by almoft all the confiderable cities and
towns in England, to fuch as fhould inhi{t volun-
tarily for failors or foldiers. Other branches of the
public fervice went on with equal alacrity : and fuch
was the eagernefs of the people to lend theirmoney to
the government, thatinftead of one million, which
was to be raifed by way of lottery , three miilions
eight bundred and eighty thoufand pounds were
fubferibed: immediately.

§ 1I. The fituation of affairs requiring his Majelty
to goto Germany this fummer, great apprehenfions
arofe in the minds of many, left the Freach fhould
either intercept him in his journey , or prevent his
return. Earl Paulet had madeamotion in the Houle
of Lords, humbly to reprefent to his Majefty, « That
it was an article in the original aét of fettlement
by which the fuccefiion of thefe kingdoms devol-
ved to his electoral houfe, that the King (hould not
go to his foreiga dominions without the confent of
patliament ; and that this was a principal article in
the compact between the crown and the people: That
though this article was repealed in the late reign, yct,
till of late, it had always been the cuftom for his
Majelty to acquaint the parliament «with his

R4
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intended departure to his German dominions, both
111, in regard to the true fenfe and fpirit of the aét thae
1755 placed himon the throne, as well as for the paternal
kindnefs ofhis royal heart, and the condefcenfion he
had been fo good to fhow to his parliament on all oc-
cafions; but that his Majefty’s declaration of his
deflign to vilit his electoral eftates had always come a
on the laft day of a feflion, when it was too late for
the great conflitutional council of the crown to offer N
fuch advice as might otherwife have been C\;pedicnt
and neceflary: llvat his Majefly's leaving his ki ng-

doms in aconjuncture fo pregnant with d.Hr('fn, fo b
denunciative of danger, would not only give the a
greatelt advantage to fuch as might be difpofed to '-“"
ftir up difaffection and diflcontent and to the con- ¢
ftitutional and pational enemies of England; but a
wouldalfo fill hisloyal fubjects with the moft affecting fe
concern, and molt gloomy fears, as well for theirown
fafety, as forthat of their fovereign, whofe invaluable | In
life_atall times of the utmofi conlequence to his peo- me
ple, was then infinitely [0, by reafon of his great expe- e
rience, theaffeion ofevery one to his royai perfon, i
and the minority of the heirapparent. ” Such was the
purport of this motion; but it was not feconded t
by any of the other lords. B
§ 1II. The general unecafinefs, on account of his t
Majelty’s departure, was greatly increafed by an fi
apprehenfion that there would , during his a abfence, d
be no good agreement amongft the regency, wh]ch P
confified of the following perfons : his royal Highnefs il
William Duke of Cumberland; Thomas Lord Arch- W

bifhop of Canterbury ; Philip Earl of Hardwicke,
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lord high chancellor; John Earl of Granville.prefident
of the council; Charles Duke of Marlborough , lord
privy-feal ; John Duke of Rutland, fteward of the
houfehold ; Charles Duke of Grahon, lord chamber-
lain; A;chzbﬂd Duke of Argyle; the Duke of New-
caftle, firlt commiffioner of the Treafury ; the Duke
of Dorfet, malter of the horfe; the Earl of Holder-
nefle, one of the fecretaries of ftate; the Harl of
Rochford, groom of the ftole; the Marquis of Har-
tington, lord-lieutenant of Ireland ; Lord Anfon, firlt
commiffioner of the Admiralty; Sir Thomas Robin-
fon, fecretary of State; and Henry Fox, Efq. fecretary
at war. His Majelty fet out from St. James’s on the
twenty-eighth of April early in the morning, embark-
ed at Harwich in the afternoon, landed the next day
at Helvoetfluys, and arrived at Hanover on the
fecond of May.

§ 1V. Admiral Bofcawen, with eleven (hips of the
line and afrigate, hbaving taken on board two regi-
mentsat Plymouth, failed from thence on the twenty-
feventh of April for the banks of Newfoundland,
and, in a few days after his arrival there , the French
fleet from Breft came to the fame ftation, under the
command of M. Bois de la Mothe. But the thick
fogs which prevail upon thefe coalls, efpecially at
that time of the year, kept the two armaments
fromfeeing each other; and part of the French fqua-
dron efcr_-pcd up theriverSt. Laurence, whill another
part of them went round, and got into the fame
river through the ftraits of Belleiile , by a way which
was never known to be '1ttempted before by
fhips of the line. However whilt the Enghfh
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fleet lay off Cape Race, which is thefouthernmolt
point of Newfoundland , and was thought to be the
moft proper fituation for intercepting the enemy,
two French fhips, the Alcide, of fixty-four guns,
and four hundred and eighty men, and the Lys,
prerced for fixty-four guns, but mounting only
twenty-two, having eight companies of land-forces
on board, being feparated from the reft of their fleet
in the fog, fellin with the Dunkirk , Captain Howe,
and the Defiance , Captain Andrews , two fixty gun
thips of the Englifh {quadron ; and after a fmarc en-
gagement, which lalted fome hours, and in which
Captain (afterwards Lord ) Howe hehaved with the
greatelt {kill and intrepidity , were both taken, with
feveral confiderable officersand engineers, and about
eight thoufand pounds in money. Though the cap-
ture of thefe (hips, from which the commencement of
the war may in fac be dated, fell greatly fbort of
what was hoped for from this expedition; yet,
when the pews of itreached England, 1t was
of infinite fervice to the public credit of every
kind, and animated the whole nation, who now
faw plainly that the government was determined
to keep no further meafures with the French, but
jultly to repelforce by force , and put aftop to their
fending more men and arms to invade the property
of the Englifh in America, as they had hitherto done
with impunity. The French, who, for fome time,
did not/even attempt to make reprifals on our fhip-
ping, would gladly have chofen to avoid a war
at that time, and to bhave continued extending
their encroachments on our fettlements, till they
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bad executed their grand plan of fecuring a com-
munication from the Mifliflippi to Canada, by a
line of forts, many of which they had already erected.

§ V. Upon the arrival of the news of this action
at Paris, the French ambaffador, M. de Mirepoix,
was recalled from London, and M. de Bufly from
Hanover, where he had jult arrived, to attend the
King of England in a public charaéter. They com-
plamned loudly of Bofcawen’s attacking the fhips,
as a breach of national faith: but it was juftly re-
torted on the part of England, that their encroach-
ments in America had rendered reprifals both juftifi-
able and neceffary. The refolution of making them
was the effedt of mature deliberation in the Englifh
council. The valt increafe of the French marine of

_ late years, which in all probability would foon be

employed againft Great-Britain, occafioned an order
for making reprifals general in Europe as well as in
America; and thatall French [hips, whether outward
or homeward bound, (hould be [topped, and brought
into Britifh ports. To give the greater weight to
thefe orders, it wasrefolved tofend outthofe admirals
who had diftinguifhed themfelves moft towards the
end of thelalt war. Accordingly, on the twenty-firk
of July, Sir Edward Hawke failed on a cruife to
the weltward with eighteen fhips of the line, a frigate,
and afloop; but, not meeting with the French fleet,
thefe hips returned to England about the latter end
of September and the beginning of O&ober; on
the fourteenth of whichlaft month another fleet, con-
fifting of twenty-two fhips of the line , two frigates
and two f{loops, failed again on a cruife to the
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weftward under Admiral Byng, in hopes ofintcrce[)(:.
ing the French fquadron under Duguay, and likewife
rh:c commanded by LaMothe, in cale of its return
from America. But this fleet likewife returned to
Spithead on the twenty-fecond of November, with-
out having been able to effect any thing, though it
was allowed by all, that the Admiral had acted ju-
dicioufly in the choice of his ftations.

§ VI. While thefe meafures were purfued , for the
general fecurity of the Britifh coaltsand trade in Eu-
rope,feveral new (hips of war were begun,and finifhed
with the utmolt expedition , in his Majefty’s docks:
twelve frigates and floops, contraced for in private
yards, were completed by the month of Auguft;
and twenty-four fhips and twelve colliers were then
taken into the fervice ofthe government, to be ficted
out as veflels of war, to carry twenty guns and one
hundred and twenty men each. — 1o the mean time
the French trade was fo annoyed-by the Englifh crui-
fers , that before the end of this year three hundred of
their merchant fhips, many of which, from St. Do-
mingo and Martinico, were extremely rich, and
eight thoufand of their failors, were brought into
Englifh ports. By thefe captures the Britifh miniftry
anf{wered many purpofes: they deprived the French
of a great body of feamen, and withheld from them
a very large property, the want of which greatly
diftreffed their people, and ruined many of their
traders. Their outward-bound merchant. (hips were
infured at the rate of thirty per cent. whillt the Englifh
paid no more than the commom infurance. This
intolerable burden was felt by all degrees of people
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among(t them : their miniftry was publicly reviled ,
even by their parliaments; and the French name.

{rom being the terror, began to be the contempt of

Europe. Their uneafioefs wasallo not a little hergh-
tened by new broils between their King and the par-
liament of Paris, occafioned by the obftinacy of
the clergy of that kingdom, who feemed determined
to fupport the church,inall events, againft the fecu-
lar tribunals, and, as muchas poffible, to enforce the
obfervance of the bul] Unigenitus, wh:ch had long
been the octcafion of [o many difputes among them.

However, the parliamentcontinuing firm , and the
French King approving of its condu@, the ecclefiaf-
tics thought proper to fubmit for the prefent; and
in their general affembly this year granted bim a
free giftof fixteen millions of livres, which he demand-
ed of them —a greater fum than they had ever given
before. even in time of war.

§ VIL In the beginning of this year the affembly
of Maffachulett’s-Bay in New-England paffed an
ad, prohibiting all correfpondence with the French
at Louilhourg; and early in the fpring they raifeda
body of troops, which was tranfported to Nova.
Scotia, to aflilt Lieutenant-Governor Laurence in
driving the French from the encroachments they
had made upon that province. Accordingly, towards
the end of May, the governor fenta large detachment
of troops. under the command of Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Monckton , upon thisfervice; and three frigates
and a floop were difpatched up the bay of Fun-
dy, under the command of Captain Rous, to give
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their affiftance by fea. The troops, upon their arrival
at theriver Maflaguafh, found the paffage ftopped
by a large number of regular forces, rebel neutrals
or Acadians, and Indians, four hundred and fifty
of whom occupied a block-houfe, with cannon
mounted on their {ide of the river; and the reft
were pofted within a {trong breaft-work of timber,
thrown up by way of out work to the block-
houfe. The Engllh provinci"‘s attacked this place
with fuch fpmt that the enemy were obliged to fly,
and leave themin poffellion of the brealt-work: then
the garrifon in the block-houfe deferted it, and left
the paflage of the river frce. From thence Colonel
Monckton advanced to the French fort of Beau-
fejour; which heinvelted, as far atlealt as the fmall
number of his troops would permit, on the twelfth
of June; and after four days bombardment obliged
it to furrender, though the French bhad twenty-fix

ieces of cannon mounted, and plenty of ammunition,
and the Enghth had not yet placed a fingle can-
non upon their batteries. The garrifon was {ent to
Lout 3)mng, on condition of not bearing arms in
America for the [pace of fix months; and the Acadi-
ans, who had joined the French, were pardoned,
in confideration of their baving been forced into
that fervice. Colonel I\!o.wc\tn}, after putting a gar-
rifon into this place, and changing its name to that
of Cumberland, the next day attacked and reduced
the other French fort upon the river Gafperean, which
runsinto Bay Verte; where he likewife found a large
quantity of provilions and ftores of all kinds, that
being the chief magazine for fupplying the French

the
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m Indians and Acadians with arms, ammunition, and CHA R
other neceflaries. Hethen difarmed thefle laft, to the 1v.

M number of fifteen thoufand: and in the mean time, 1735
Captain Rous with his (hips failed to the mouth of

1 theriver St. John, to attack the new fort the French
T bad erected there; but they faved him that trouble,

by abandoning it upon his appearance, after having
burlt their cannon, blown up their magazine, and
deltroyed, as far as they had time, all the works
they bad lately raifed. The Englith bad but twenty
men killed, and about the fame number wounded,
in the whole of this expedition, the fuccels of
which fecured the tranquillity of Nova-Scotia.

§ VIII. While the New-Englanders were thus
employed m reducing the French in Nowva-Scotia,
preparations were made in Virginia for attacking
them upon the OChio. A fort was built, which
was likewife calied Fort-Cumberland, and a camp
formed at Wills's.Creck. On the fourteenth of Janu-
ary of the year, Vajor-General Braddock, with
Colonel Dunbar’s and Colonel Halket’s regiments
of foot, failed from Cork, in Ireland, for Virginia,
where they alilanded {afe before the end of February.
This General might confequently have entered upon
adtion early in the {pring, had he not been un-
fortunately delayed by the Virginian contractors
for the army, who, when he was ready to march,
had neither provided a fufficient quantity of pro-
vifions for his troops, nor a competent number
of carriages for his army. This accident was fore-
feen by almoft every perfon who knew any thing
of our plantations upon the continent of America,




BOOK

1,
1755

256 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

for the people of Virginia, who think of no produce
but their tobacco, and do not raife corn enough
even for their own fubfiltence , being, by the nature
of their country, well provided with the conveniency
of water-conveyance, have butfew wheel-carriages,
or beafts of burden; whereas Pennfylvania, which
aboundsin corn, and molt other forts of provifions,
has but little water-carriage , efpecially in its wefiern
fectlements, where its inhabitants have great num-
bers of carts, waggons, and horfes. Mr. Braddock
fhould, therefore, certainly, in point of prudence,
have landed in Pennfylvania: the contract for fup-
plying his troops (hould have been made with fome
of the chief planters there, who could eafily have
performed their engagements; and if his camp had
been formed near Frank’s-town, or fomewhere
upon the fouth-weft borders of that province, he
would not have had eighty miles to march from
thence to fort Du Quefne, inftead of a hundred
and thirty miles that he bad toadvance from Wills’s-
Creek; where he did encamp, through roads
neither better nor more practicable than the other
would have been. This error, in the very begio-
ning of the expedition , whether owing to an In-
judicious preference fondly given to the Virginians
in the lucrative job of fupplying thefe troops, or
to any other caufe, delayed the march of the
army for fome weeks, during which it was in the
utmoft diftrefs for necelfaries of all kinds ; and would
probably have defeated the expedition entirely for
that fummer, had not the contrators found means

to procure fome affiftance from the back-fettlements
of
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of Pennfylvania. But even when thefle fupplies did
arnve, they confifted of only fifteen waggons ,and a
humlud draft-horfes, inflead of a hundred and fifty
waggons and three hundred horfes, which the Vir-
ginian contraclors had engaged to furnifh, and the
provifions were fo bad that they could not bc ufed.
However, fome gentlemet in Pennfylvania, being ap-
plied to in this exigency, amply made up for thefe de-
ficiencies, and the troops were by this means fupplied
with every thing they wanted. Another, and ftil}
more fatal error was committed in the choice of the
commander for this expedition: Major-General Brad-
dock, who was appointed to it, was undoubtedly a
man of courage, and expertin all the punétilios of a
review , having been brought up in the Englifh
guards but he was naturally very havghty, pofitive,
and difficult of accefs; qualities 1t fuited to the tem-
per of the peopleamongft whom he was to command.
His extreme feverity in matters of difcipline had ren-
dered him unpopular among the foldiers; and the
ftri military education in which he had been train<
ed from his youth, and which he prided himfelf
on fcrupuloufly following, made him hold the Ame-
rican militia in great contempt, becaule they could
not go through their exercile with the fame dex-
terity and regularity as a regiment of guards in
Hyde-Park, litcle knowing, or indeed bem able
to form any idea of the difference between Lhe Eu:
ropean manner of fighting, and an American expe-
dition through wnods, (ieferts, and moraffes. Be-
fore he left England, he received, in the hand-wri-
ting of Col. Napier, a fet of infiructions from the
Vor. V. S
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Duke of Cumberland. By thefe, the attempt upon
Niagara was, in a great meafure referred to him ;and
the reduction of Crown-Point was to be left chiefly
to the provincial forces. But above all, his Royal
Highoels, both verbally and in this writing, fre.
quently cautioned him carefully to beware of anam.
bufh or furprife. Inftead of regarding this falutary
caution, his conceit of his own abilities made him
difdain to alk the opinion of any under his com-
mand ; and the Indians, who would have been his
fafelt guards againft this danger in particular, were
fo difgulted by the haughtinels of his behaviour,
that moft of them forfook his banners. Under thefe
difadvantages he began his march from Fort-Cum-
berland on the tenth of June, at the head of about
two thoufand two hundred men, for the Meadows,
where Colonel Wafhington was defeated the year
before. Upon his arrival there, bz was informed that
thé French at Fort du Quelne, which had lately been
built on the fame river, near its confluence with the
IMonangahela, expected are-enforcement of five hun-
dred regular troops: therefore, that he might march
with the greater difpacch, he left Colonel Dunbar,
with eight hundred men, to bring up the provifions,
ftores, and heavy bagzage, as faft as the nature of the
fervice would permit; and with the other twelve
hundred, together with ten pieces of cannon, and the
neceffary ammunition and provifions, he marched on
with fo much expedition, that he feldom took any
time to reconnoitre the woods or thickets he was to
pals through; as if the nearer he approached the
enemy, the farther he was removed from danger.

#
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§ IX. On the eighth of July, he encamped within
ten miles of Fort du Quefne. Though Colonel Dun-
bar was then near forty miles behind him, and his
officers, particularly Sir Peter Halket; earneftly ens
treated him to proceed with caution, and to employ
the friendly Indians who were with him, by way of
advanced goard, in cafe of ambufcades; yet he re-
fummed his march the next day, without fo much as
endeavouring to obtain any intelligence of the fitn.
ation or difpofition of the enemy, or even fending
out any fcouts to wvifit the woods and thickets on
both fides of him, as wellas in front. With this care-
lefinels he was advancing; when, about noon, he
was faluted with a general fire upon his front, and all
along his left flank, from an enemy fo artfully con-
cealed behind the trees and bufhes, that not a man of
them could be feen. The vanguard immediately fell
back wpon the main body, and in an inftant the pa-
nic and confufion became general ; fo that moft of
the troops fled with great precipitation, notwithfand«
ing all that their o’r}ctrs fome of whom behaved
very gallantly, could do to {top their career: Asto
Braddock himfelf, inftead of {couring the thickets
and bufhes from whence the fire came, with grape.
fhot from the ten pieces of cannion he had with him,
or ordering flanking parties of his lndians to advance
againft the enemy, he obftinately remained upon the
fpnt where he was, and gave orders for the few brave
officers and men who Raid with him, to form regulars
ly, and advance. Mean while hls men fell thick
about him, and almo(t all his officers were {ingled out,
one after another, and killed or wounded; for the
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Indians, who always take aim when they fire, and
aim chiefly at the ofticers, diftinguifhed them by their
drefs. At laft, the general, \.vu(n[ﬂ obflinacy feemed
to increafe with the dan ‘;__Ll', after lsﬁ‘ ing had {fome
horfes hot under him, received amulket fuottl,rouah
the right arm and lungs, of which Hc died in a few
hours, having been carried off the field by the
bravery of Lieutenant.-Colonel Gage, and another of
his officers. When he dropped, the confufion of the
few that remained turned it into a downright and
very diforderly flightacrofs a river which they had
juft palfed, though no enemy appeared, or attrmptcd
to attack them. All the artillery, ammunition, and
baggage of the army were left to the enemy, and,
among the reft, the General’s cabinet, with all his let
ters and inflructions, which the French court after-
wards made great nle of in their printed memorials or
manifeftoes. The lofs of the Englith in this unhappy
affair amounted to feven hundred men. Their of-
ficers, in particular, fuffered much more than in the
ordinary proportion of battles in Europe. Sir Peter
Halket fell by the very firft fire, at the head of his
regiment; and the C(nml.lt fecretary, fon to Go-
vernor Shirley, was killed foon after. Neither the
number of men which the enemy had in this en.
gagement, nor the lofs which they fuftained, could
be fo much as guelled at: but the French afterwards
gave out, that their number did not, in the whole,,
exceed four hundred men, moflly Indians; and
thattheir lels was quite inconfiderable, as it probably
was, becaufe they lay concealed in fuch a manner
shat the Englilh knew not whither to point theig
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mufkets. The panicof thefe laft continued fo long,
that they never {topped till they met the rear divi-
fion; and eventhen they infe@ed thofe troops with
their terrors ; fo that the army retreated without ftop-
ping, till they reached Fort-Cumberland, though the
enemy did not fo much as attempt to purfue, nor
ever appeared in fight, either in the battle, or after
the defeat. On the whole, this was pen Aps the molk
extraordinary victory that ever was obtained, and
the fartheflt flight that ever was made.

§ X. Had the (attered remains of this army cone
tinued at fort Cumberland, and fortified themfelves
there, as they might eaflily have done during the
reft of the f.lﬂu:"!, they would have been fucha
check upon the French and their {calping Indians,
as would have prevented many of thofe ravages that
were committed in the enfuing winter upon the wef-
tern borders of Virginia and Pennfylvania; but,
inftead of le!\.ln g that prudent flep, their commander
lefe only the fick and wmm\icd at that fort under
the protection Of two companies of the provancial mi.
litia, pofted there by way of garrifo 0, and began his
march on the fecond of Au ﬁruh, with about fixteen
htmrh"“a men, from L‘"ui}md“n‘ a; where thole troops
could be of no immediate fervice. From thence :iwy
were ordered away to hlcany ,in New-York, uy
General Shirley, on whom the chicf command of the
troops in America had devolved by the death of
Major-General Braddock. Virginia, Maryland, and
Peimfvivmia were by thefe means left entirely to
take care of themfelves, which my' might have done
eifectually, bad they been united in their councils: but
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g 00 K. the ufual difputes, between their governors and af- i
y11.  femblies, defeated every falutary plan that was pro.
1755.  pofed. Pennfylvania, the moft powerful of the three,

was rendered quite impotent, either for its own
defence, or that ofits neighbours, by thefe unhappy | &
contefts ; though, at laft, the affembly of that pro-
vince, fenfible of the danger to which they were
expofed , and feeing the abfolute necefiity of pro-
viding a ftanding military force, and of erecting
fome forts to defend their weltern frontier, paffeda 53
bull for raifing fitty thoufand pounds. Buteven this i
fum, fmall as it was, even to a degree of ridicule,

confidering the richnefls of the province, and theex- [ fo
tent of its frontier, could not be obtained ; the go- | 2
vernor pofitively refufing to give his affent to the h:.\:
act of the affembly, becaufe thcy had taxed the pro- d
prictaries eflates equally with thofe of the inhabi. by
tants, which, he faid, he was ordered by bhis in- I

firu@ions not to confent to, nor indeed any new
tax upon the proprietaries; and the alfembly con-

filting chicfly of members whofe eltates lay n the o
eaftern or interior parts of the province, as pofiti- (ro
vely refufing to alter their bill. One would be apt i
to think, that, in a cafe of fuch urgent necefiity, the %

governor might have ventured to give his affent to
the bill under a protef}, that it fhould not prejudice

the rights of the proprietaries upon any future oc- v
cafion : but as he did not, the bill was dropped, and "‘l
the province left defencelels by which weans idafter- b
wards fuffered feverely, to the defirn&@ion of many of "‘!'
the poor inhabitants upon the weltern frontier, and ¥

to the impreiiing the Indians with a contemptible opis b
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nion of the Engli{h, and the higheft efteem of the
French.

§ XI. Our colonies to the north of Pennfylvania
were more active, and more {uccefsful in their prepar-
ations for war. New-York, following the example of
New-England, paffed an act to prohibit the fending of
prO"lﬁons toany French port or [ettlement on “the
continent of North-America, or any of the adjacent
iflands ; and alfo for railing forty-five thoufand
pounds, on eftates real and perfonal, for the better de-
fence of their colony, which lay more expofed than
any other to a French invafion from Crown-Point.
However, this fum, great as it might fcem to them,
was far from being fufficient; nor, indeed, could they
have provided properly for their fecurity, wnthout the
alliftance of our other colonies to the ealt of them
but with their help, and the additional fuccour of the
fmall body of regular troops expected under Colonel
Dunbar, they boldly refolved upon offenfive mea-
fures, which, when pracdticable, arealways the fafelt :
and two expeditions, one againft the French fort at
Crown-Point, and the other againft their fort at Nia-
gara, between the lakes Ontar Toand B rie, were ft on
foot at the fame time. The former of thele expeditions
was appointed to be executed under the command of
General Johafon, a native of Ireland, who had long
reflided upon the Mobock river, in the weltern parts
of New-Y ark, where he had acqulred a conliderabl
eltate, and was univerfally beloved, notouly by tht,
inhabitants, but alfo by tm. neighbouring I'ldlaﬂ":
whofe language he had learat, and whole affeclions
he had g?med by his humanity towards them. The
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expedition againft Niagara was commanded by
General Shirley himfelf,

§ Xil. The rendezvous of the troops for both thefe
e:@p\-di:ém‘s was appointed to be at Albany, where
moft of them airived before the end of June : but the
arullery, batteaux, provifions, and otker necefiaries
for the attempt npon Crown-Point, could not be pre-
pared till the eighth of Augult, when general John-
fon fet out with them from Alba
place from Hudf n’s river to Lake-George, T here
the troops bad already arrived, under the command of
MViajor-General Lyman, and confifted of between five
and fix thoufand men, befides Indians, raifed by the
governments of Boflon, Connedticut, New-Hamp-
fhire, Rhode-1land,and New-York. Every thing was
then prepared a- faft as poflible for a march; and to-

7
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wards the end of the month. General Johnfon advan-
ced about fourteen miles forward with his troops, and
encamped ina very ftrong fituation, covered on each
fide by a thick wooded fwamp,by Lake-George in his
rear, and by a brealt- work of trees, cut down for that
purpofe, in his front. Here he refolved to wait the
arnval of bis batteaux, and afterwards to proceed to
Ticonderoga, at the other end of the lake, from
whence it was but about fifteen miles to the fort at the
fcouth end of Lake Corlaer,or Champlain, calledFort-
Frederic by the French, and by us Crown-Point.
Whillt be was thus encamped, fome of his ln-
dian fouts of which he tock care to fend out numbers
along both fides, afd to the fartherend of Lake Geor-
ge, brought him intelligence that a confiderable num-
ber of the enemy were then on their march from
‘L.conderoga, by the way of the fouth-bay, towards
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the fortified encampment, fince called Fort-Edward,
which General Lyman bhad built at the Carrying-
place: and in which fouror five hundred ofthe New
Hamptire and New-York men had been left as a
earrifon. Upon this information General John{on [ent
two exprefles, one aflter the other, to Colonel Blanche-
ard, their commaud‘r, with orders to call inallhis ont-
partics, and to keep his whole force within the in-
trenchments. About twelve o’clock at night, thole
who had been fent upon the fecond exprefs returned
with an account of their baving feen the enemy with-
in four miles of the camp at the Carrying-place, which
they fcarcely doubted their having by that time at-
tacked. Important as the defence of this p] ce was for
the fafety of the whole army, and imminent as the
danger feemed to be, it does not appear that the Ge-
neral then called any council of war, orrefolved upon
any thing for its relief : but early the next morning he
called a council, wherein it was unadvifedly refolved
to detach athoufand men, wich a number of Indians,
to intercept, or, as the General’s expreflion was in
his letter, to catch the enemy in theirretreat, either as
victors, or as defeated in their defign. This expedient
\V%]fﬂﬂvcdon,iGthﬂOOWCLﬂCWL?CUUNbCrOf
the enemy, norcould obtain any information in that
refpe@ from the Indian {couts, becaufe the Indians
havenoxyo:dsorﬁqﬂqforexp*muugwnylarWChunr
ber, which, when, it exceeds their reckoning, they
fignify by pointing to the ftars in the firmament, or
tothc]unrnfthehedd, and this they often do tode-
note a numberlefs than a thouland, as wéll as to fig-
nify ten thoufand, or any greater number.
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§ XIII. Betweeneight and nine o’clock in the mor-
ning a thoufand men, with two hundred Indians,
were detached under the command of Colonel Wil-
liams : but they had not been gone two hours, when
thofe in the camp began to heara clofe ﬁring, at about
three or four miles diftance, as they judged : as it ap-
proached nearer and nearer, they rightly fuppofed
that their detachment was overpowered, and retreat-
ing towards the camp ; which was foon confirmed
by fome fugitives, and prefently after by whole com.
panies, who fled back in great confufion. In a very
fhort time after, the enemy appeared marching in re-
gular order up to the centre of the camp, where the
con“icmatnou was fo great, that, if they had attacked
the breaft-work direétly, they might probably have
thrown all into confufion, and obtained an eafy vic-
tory ; but fortunately for the Englilh, they halted for
fome time aboutahu ndred and f Ifly yards diftance,
and from thence began their attack with platoon-fir-

g, too far off to do much hurt, efpecially againft
troops who were defended by a [trong brealt-wrok.
On the contrary, this ineffe¢tual fire ferved only to
raife the [pirits of thefe laft, who, having prepared
their artillery during the time that the French halted,
began to play it fo brifkly upon the enemy, that the
Canadians and Indians in their fervice fled imme-
diately into the woods on each fide of the camp, and
there fquatted under bufhes, or [kulked behind trees,
from whence they continued firing with very little
execution, moft of their fhot being intercepted by the
brakes and thickets, for they never had the cou-
rage to advance to the verge of the wood. Baron
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Diefkau, who commanded the French, beingthus ¢ #a B
lef: alone, with his regular troops, at the front of the  yv.
camp, finding he could not make a clofe attack upon 1755
the centre with his fmall number of men, moved firflt
to the left, and then to the right, at both which places
he endeavoured to force a pallage; but was repulfed,
being unfupported by the irregulars. laftead of re.
treating, as he ought in prudence to have done, he
itill continued his platoon and bufh-firmg tll four
o’clock in the afternoon, during which time his regu-
lar troops {uffered greatly by the fire from the camp,
and were atlaft thrown into confufion ; which was
no fooner perceived by General Johnfon’s men, than
they, without waiting for orders, leaped over their
brealt-work, attacked the enemy on all fides, and,
after killing and taking a confiderable number of
them, entirely difperfed the reft. The French, whofe
numbers, at the beginning of this engagement, a-
nounted to sbout two thoufand men, including two
hundred grenadiers, eight hundred Canadians, and
the reft Indians of different nations, had between feven
and eight hundred men killed, and thirty taken pri-
foners : among the latter was Baron Dielkau himfelf,
whom they found at a little diftance from the field of
battle, dangeroufly wounded, and leaning on the
ftump of a tree for his fupport. The Englifh loft about
two hundred men, and thole chiefly of the detach-
ment under Colonel Williams; for they had very
few either killed or wounded inthe attack upon their
camp, and rot any of diftin&ion, except Colonel
Titcomb killed, and the General himfelf and Major
Nichols wounded. Among the flain of the detach
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ment , which would probably have been entirely
cut off, had not Lieutenant- Colonel Cole been
fent out from the camp with three hundred men,
with which he flopped the enemy’s purfuit,
and covered the retreat of his friends, were Co-
lonel Williams, Major Afbley, fix captains, and
feveral fubalterns, befides private men; and the Iu-
dians reckoned that they had loft forty men, befides
the brave old Hendrick, the Mohock Sachem, or
chief captain.

§ XIV. When Baron Diefkau fet out from Ticon-
deroga, hisdefign w:s only to furprife and cut off the
intrenched camp, now called Fore-Edward), at the
Carrying-place, where there were but four or five
hundred men. If he had.executed this fcheme, our
army would have been thrown into great dithculties,
for it could neither have proceeded farther, nor have
fubfifted where it was, and he might have found an
opportunity to attack it with great advantage inits
retreat. But when he was within four or five miles of
that fort, his people were informed that there were
{feveral cannon there, and none at the camp; upon
which they all defired to be led on to this laft, which
he the morereadily confented to, as he himfelf had
been told by an Englith prifouer, who had left this
campbut a few days before, that it was quite defence-
lefs, being without any lines, and deftitute of can-
non : which, in effect, was true at that time, for the
cannon did not arrive, nor was the breaft-work erec-
ted, till about two days before the engagement.
To this mifinformation, therefore, muft be imputed
this ftep , which would otherwife be inconfiftent
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with the general charadter and abilities’ of cuHa PR

Baron Dielkan. A lefs juftifiable error feems to
have been committed by Gen. Johnfon , in not de-
taching a party to purfue the enemy when they were
defeated and fled. Perhaps he was prevented from
fo doing by the illfate of the detachment he had fent
oyt in the morning under Colonel Williams, How-
ever that may be, his neglect, in this refpect, had like
to have beenfatal the next day to a detachment fent
fromFort-Edward,confifting of abundred and twenty
men of the Vew-Hampf‘nre regiment, under Captain
M‘Ginaes , as a re-enforcement to the army at the
camp. Tlns party fell in with between three and
four hundred men of Diefkau’s troops, near the fpot
where Colonel Williams had been defeated the day
before; but M‘Ginnes having timely notice by his
fcouts of the approach of an enemy, made fuch a
difpofition , that he notonly repuifed the affailants,
but defeated and entirely difperfed them, with the
lofs only of two men killed eleven wounded, and
five miffing. He himfelf unfortunately died of
the wounds he received in this engagement, a few
days after he arrived at the camp with his party.

§ XV, It wasnow judged too late in the year to
proceed to the attack of Crown-Point , asit would
have been neceffary, in that cafe, to builda firong
fort in the place where the camp then was, inorder
to {ecure a communication .wnh Albany , from
whence only the tioops could expedt tobere enfor-r
ced , or fupplied with frelh Rores of ammunition or
provifions. They, therefore , fet out upon thei
return foen after this engagement, baving firlk

1755,
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ereced a little ftockaded fort, at the hither end
of Lake George ; in which they left a fmall garrifon,
as a future prey for the enemy ; a misfortune which
mighteafily have been foreleen, becaufe thiswhole
army, being country-militia, was to be difbanded,
and return to their refpective homes, as they ac-
tually did foon after theirretreat to Albany. This
was all the glory, this all the advantage , thac the
Englih nation acquired by fuch an expenfive ex-
pedition. But fo little had the Englifh been accuftom-
ed of late to hear of victory , that they rejoiced at this
advantage, as if ithad been an adtion of the greateft
confequence. The general was highly applauded
forhis conduét, and liberally rewarded ; for he was
created a baronet by his Majefty , and prefented
with five thoufand pounds by the parliament.

§ XVL The preparations for General Shirley’s ex-
pedition againft Niagara were not only deficient,
but {hamefully flow; though it was well known
that even the poflibility of his fuccels muft, in a
great meafure, depend upon his fetting out early
in the year , as will appear to any perfon that con-
fiders the fituation of our fort at Ofwego, this being
the only way by which be could proceed to Niagara,
Ofwego lies on the fouth.ealt fide of the lake On-
tario , near three hundred miles almoft due-welt
from Albany in New-York. The way to it from
thence, though long.and tedious, is the more
convenient, as the far greateft part of it admits
of water.carriage, by what the inhabitants call
batteaux, which are a kind of light flat-bottomed
boats, wideft in the middle, and pointed at each
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end, of about fifteen bundred weight burden, and
managed by two men, called batteau-men, with
paddles and fetting poles , the river being in many
places too narrow to admitof oars. From Albany
to the village of Shene@ady , about fixteen miles, is
a good waggon-road. From thence to the little
Falls in the Mohock river being fixty-five miles,
the paffage is by water-carriage up that river,
and confequently again{t the ftream, which in
many places is fomewhat rapid, and in others
fo Mallow, that, when the river is low, the
watermen are obliged to get out and draw their
batteaux over the rifts. At the lictle Falls is a
poltage, or land-carriage, for about a mile, over
a ground fo marfhy, that it will not bear any
wheel-carriage: but a colony of Germans fettled
there, attend with fledges, on which they draw
the loaded batteaux to the next place of embar-
kation upon the fame river. From thence they
proceed by water up thatriver, for fifty miles, to
the Carrying - place, near the head of it, where
there is another poftage, the length of which de-
pends upon the drynefs or wetnels of the fealon,
but is generally above fix or eight miles over
in the fummer-months. Here the batteaux are
again carried upon {ledges, till they come to a
narrow rtiver called Wood’s Creek , down which
they are wafted on a gentle fiream, for about
forty miles, into the lake Oneyada, which firet-
ches from eaflt to welt about thirty miles, and is pal
fed with great eafe and fafety in calm weather. At
the wellern end of this lake is the siver Onondaga ,
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which, after a courle of between twenty and thirty
miles, unites with theriver Cayuga, or Seneca, and
their uthd [treams run into the lake Ontario, at
the place where Ofwego-fort 1s fituated. But this
river is fo rapid as to be fometimes dangerous, befides
its being full of ri'ts and rocks; and about twelve
miles on this fide of Ofwego there 1s a fall of eleven
feet perpendicular, where there is confequently a
poftage , which, however, does notexceed forty
yards. From thence the paffage is ealy quite to OF-
wego. Thelake Ontario, on wlnch this fort ftands,
is near two hundred ;:::d eighty leagues in circumfe-
rence: its figure is oval, and its depth runs from
twenty to twenty fivefathoms. On the north fide
ofit are feveral litele gulfs. Thereis acommunication
between this lake and that of the Hurons by the
river Tanafuate, from whenceitis a land-carriage of
fix oreightleagues to the river Toronto, which falls
into 1it. The French have two forts of confe quence on
this lake; Frontenac, which commands the niver 8t
Laurence, where the lake communicates with it ;and
Niagara, which commands the communication be-
tween the JakeOntario, and the lake Erie.But of thele
forts, and this laft lake, which is one of the finell in
the world, we (hall | ﬁiCﬂCudfl on to fpeak hereafter.

§ XVIL Though we had long been in pofleflion
of fort Ofwego, and though it lay greatly expofed
to the French, parucularly to thofe of Canada, upon
any rupture between the two nations, we had never
taken care to render it tolerably defenfible, or even
to build a fingle veflel fitfor navigating the lake : nor
was this {trange neglect ever taken effectual notice
of,
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of, till the beginning of this year, when, at a
meeting which General Braddock had in April with
the governors and chiel gentlemen of {everal of our
colonies at Alexandria, in Virginia, it was refolved
to ftrengthen both thefortand garrifonat Gfwego,
and to build fome large veffels at that place. Acs
cordingly, a number of hipwrights and workmen
were {ent thither in May and June. At the famé
time Captain Bradftreet marched thither with two
companies of a hundred men each, to re- enforce the
hundred that were there before under Captain King,
to which number the gatrifon had been increafed
fince our contefts with France began to grow ferious:.
For a long time before,, notabove twenty - five men
were left to defend this poft ; which from 1ts great
importance, and the {ituation of affairs at this junc:
ture, moft certainly required a much fironger gar-
rifon than was put into it even at this jun&ure: but
economy was the chief thing confulted in the be-
ginning of this war, and to that, in a great meafure,
was owing its long duration,

§ XVIIL From the above defcription of the paf=
fage from Albany to Ofwego, itis plain how necef-
fary it was that the troops intended for this expedis
tion fhould have fet out early in the fpring. But;
inftead of that, the very fift of them , Colonel
Schuyler's New- Jerfey regiment , did not begin
their march till after the beginning of July ; and jult
as Shirley’s and Peppérel’s regiments were preparing
to follow , the melancholy accoiunt of Braddock’s
difafter arrived at Albany, ‘where it fo damped the
fpirits of the people ; and fpread fuch a terror ; that
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many of the troops deferted, and molt of the batteau.
mcu.difpcnl"cd, and ran home, by which means even
all the pecellary flores could not be carricd along
with the troops. Notwithftanding this difappoint.
ment, General Shirley fet out from Albany before
the end of July , with as many of the troops and
ftores as he could procure a conveyance lor, hoping
to be joined in his route by great numbers of the
Indians of the Six Nations, to whom he fent invi-
tations to that effect as he pafled by their fettlements:
but they, inltead of complying with his defire, ab.
folutely declared againft all holtilities on that fide of
the country ; and infifted that Ofwego, being a
place of tratfic and peace, ought not to be dift urbed
either by the Englith or the Freoch, as ifthey could
have perfuaded both parties to agree to {uch a local
truce. Upon this refulzl, IMr. Shirley proceeded
forward , being joined by very few Indians, and ar-
rived at Ofwego on the feventeeuth or eightecnth
of Augult; but the relt of the troops and arullery
did not arrive ull the lalt day of that mouth; and,
even then, their ftore of provifions was not fuffi-
cient to enable them to proceed agamnft Niagara,
though fome tolerable good veffels had by this time
been built and got ready for that purpofe. The gé-
neral now refolved to take but {ix bundred men
with bim for the attack of Niagara, and to leave
the reft of his army , conlilting of about fourteen
hundred more, at Ufwego, to defend that place,
in cafe the French (hould attack it in his ablence,
which there was reafon to apprehend they might, as
they had then a confiderable force at Fort Frontenac,
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from whence they could eafily crofs over the lake
Ontario to Ofwego. However, he was ftill obliged
to wait at Ofwego for provifions, of which at length
a fmall fupply arrived on the twenty - fixth of S_ep-
tember, barely fufficient to fupport his men during
their intended expedition, and to allow twelvé days
fi.ort fubfiftence for thofe he left behind. But by this
time the rainy boilterous feafon had begun, on
which account moflt of his Indians had already left
bim, and were returned bome; and the few that
remained with him declared that there was no crof-
fing the lake Ontario in batteaux at that feafon, or
any time before the next fummer. In this perplexity
he called a council of war, which, after weighing
all circumfances, unanimouflly refolved to defer the
attempt upon Niagara till the next year, and to
employ the troops, whillt they remained at Ofwego,
in building barracks, and erecting, orat leaft begin-
ning to erect, two new forts, one on the ealt-fide
of the river Onondaga, four hundred and fifty yards
diftant from the old fort, which it was to command,
as well as the entrance of the harbour, and to be cal-
led Ontario-fort; and the other four hundred and
fifty yards welt of the old fort, to be called Cfwego
new fort.

§ XIX. Thefe things being agreed on, General
Shirley, with the greateft part of the troops under
his command, fet out on his return to ‘Albany on
the twenty - fourth of October, leaving Colonel
Mercer , with a garrifon of ‘about feven hundred
men , at Ofwego; though repeatedadvice had been
received, that the French had then at leaft a thoufand
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men at their fort of Frontenac, upon the fame lake:
and, what was fiill worfe, the new forts were not
yet near completed; but left to be finifhed by the
hard labor of Colonel Mercerand his little garrifon ,
with the addition of this melancholy circumfiance,
that, if befieged by the enemy in the winter, it would
not be poflible for his friends to come to his afliftance.
Thus ended this year’s unfortunate campaign, dur-
ing which the French, with the affiftance of their
Indian allies, continued their murders, fcalping
captivating, and laying walte the wefltern frontiers of
Virginta and Pennfylvania, during the whole winter.
§ XX. The minifers of the two jarring powers
were very bufily employed this year at moft of the
courts of Hurope; but their tranfadtions were kept
extremely fecret. The French endeavoured to infpire
the Spaniards with a jealoufy of the Qrength of the
Eoglifh by fea, efpecially in America ; and the Spanifh
court feemed inclined to accept of the office of media-
tor ¢ but Mr. Wall, who was perfedly well acquainted
with the [tate of affairs between England and France,
feconded the reprefentations of the Britith miniftry,
which demonftrated, that, however willing Great-
Britain might be to accept of the mediation ofSp:un,
fhe could not agree to any fulpenfion of arms in
America, which France infilted on as a preliminary
condition, without hazarding the whole ofher in-
tereft there ; and that the captures which had been
made by the Englifh were the neceffary confequence
of the encroachments and injultice of the French,
particolarly in that country, Upon this remon-
ftrance, all further talk of the mediation of Spain

— =

-y

FI
h.




GEORGE IL 2

was dropped, and the miniftry of Verfailles had re- cH A Ps
i courfe to the princes of Germany ; -amongft whom 1v.
the Elector of Cologn was foon brought over to their 1755
party, fo as to coanfent to their forming magazines
in his territories in Wellphalia. This was a plain
indication of their defign againlt Hanover, which
they foon after made his Britannic [Majefty , who
was then at Hanover, an offer of fparing, if he would
agree to certain coaﬂhnf)m of neutrality for that
ekéh)ra*e which he rejected with difdain. Then
th eComnt d’Aubecterre, envoy extraordinary from
France at the court of Vienna, propofed a fecret
negociation with the minilters of the Emprefs-Queen.
The fecret articles of the treaty of Peter(burgh , be-
tween the two emprefles, had ftipulated a kind of
partition of the Pruflian territories , in cafe that
prince fhould infringe the treaty of Drelden; but
his Britaonic Majcﬁy, though often invited , had
always refufed to agree to any fuch ﬂ;lpulatmn; and
the King of Poland , how{oever he might be inclined
to favor the fcheme, did not dare to avow it for-
mally, till matters fhould be more ripe for carrying
it into execution. The court of Vienna , whofe
favorite meafure this was, began to liften to d’Au.
beterre’s infinuations, and by dcvrces entered into
negociations with h!.n, which, in the end; were
produdive of that unnatural ccmfmdclacy bctwecn
the Emprefs-Queen and the King of France, of which
further notice will be taken in the occurrences of the
next year, when the treaty between them, into
which they afterwards found means fecretly to bring
the hmpre{s of Ruilia, was concluded at Verfailles,
T3
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§ XXI. The King of England taking it for grant-
ed that the French would invade Hanover, in con-
fequence of their rupture with Great - Britain,
-which feemed to be near at hand, began to take
meafures for the defence of that eleorate. To
this end, during his ftay at Hanover, he concluded,
on the eighteenth of June, a treaty with the Land-
grave of Hefle- Caflel, by which his ferene high-
nefs engaged to hold in readinefs , during four
years, for his Majefty’s fervice, a body of eight
thoufand men, to be employed , if required, upon
the continent, orin Britain or Ireland, but not on
board the fleet, or beyond the feas: and alfo, if
his Britanoic Majelty fhould judge it neceffary or
advantageous for his fervice , to furnith and join to
this body of eight thoufand men, within fix months
after they (hould be demanded, four thoufand more,
of which feven hundred were to be horfe or dra-
goons, and each regiment of infantry to have two
field- pieces of cannon *. Another treaty was begun
with Ruflia about the fame time; but this did not

* The King, on his fide, promifed to pay to the Land-
grave for thefe {uccours, eighty crowns banco, by way of
levy - money, for every trooper or dragoon duly armed and
mounted, and thirty crowns banco for every foot- foldier;
the crown to be reckoned at fifty . three fols of Holland, or
at four fhillings and nine pence thre= farthings Enalith money:
and aifo to pay to his ferene kighnels , for the eight thoufand
men , an annual fubfidy of a hundred and fifty thoufand
crowns banco, during the four years, ro commence from ths
day of {igning the treaty, which fubfidy was to be increaled
to three hundred thoufand crowns yearlv, from the time of
requiring the troops, to the time of their entering into Britifh

T P

St * -aun




GEORGE IE 279

take effe@ during his Majefty’s refidence at Hano-
ver: that others were not concluded was the more
furprifing , as our {ubfidy . treaty with Saxony had
then expired, and that with Bavaria was near ex-
piring, and as the fecuring of thefe two princes in
our interelt was at leaft as neceffary towards form-
ing a fuflicient confederacy upon the continent for
the defenceof Hanover, as it was to fecure the Land-
grave of Hefle- Caffel. If the reafon of their not
being engaged , and no other feems fo probable,
was , that they refufed to renew their treaties with
England upon any terms , all thar can be faid is,
that they were guilty of flagrant ineratitude, as
they had both received a fubfidy from this kingdom
for many years in time of peace, when they nei-
ther were nor could be of any fervice to the intereft
of Great- Britain,

§ XXII. On the fifteenth of July an exprefs arrived
from Admiral Bofcawen, with an account of his
having taken the two French fbips of war, the
Alcide and the Lys. This was certainly contrary
to the expectation of the court of France; for, had

pay, and in cafe of their being difmiffed, the faid fubfidy of

three hundred thoufand crowns was then to revive and be
continued during the refidue of the term : but if tw lve
thoufind men were demanded and furnifhed, the fubfidy
was then to he increafled in proportion: and in caf: the
King of Grear- Britain fhould at any time thirk fit to fend
back thefe troops , before the expiration of the tresty, no-
tice thereof was to ke given to his ferene highrefs thiee
months beforehand 5 one month’s pay was to he allowed
them for their return, and they were to be furnifhed gratis
with the neceffary tranfport - veflels. ‘.
4
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they apprehended any fuch attack , they would not
have ordered VIr .IM' Namara to returs to Breft with
the chief part of their fquadron; nor was it, per-
haps, lefs contrary to the expecation of fome of
our own miniftry: but as matters had been carried
fo far, it was then too late to retreat; and , there.
fore, orders were foon after given to all our thips
of war to make reprifals upon the French, by taking
their (hips wherever they fhould meet them. . Sir
Edward Hawke failed from Portfmouth on the
T

twenty - firft of July , with eig!

een (hips of war, to
watch the return of the French fleet from America :
d him , and arrived at Breft
nber. Commodore Frank-
fand failed from Spithead for the Wefl - Indies on
the thirteenth of Augult with four fhips of war,
furnifhed with orders to commit hollilities , as well
as to protect our trade and fugar- iflands from any
infult that the French might offer; and the Duke
de Mirepoix , their ambaflador at the court of Lon-
don, fet out for Paris on the twenty - fecond of July,
without taking leave.

which, however , efcapc

on the third day of Septer

§ XXIII. A war being thus in fome meafure be-
gun, his Majefty thought proper, perbaps for that
reafon, to return to his Britifh dominions fooner
than ufual; for he left Hanover on the eighth of Sep-
tember, and arrived on the fifteenth at Kenfington,
where the treaty of alliance between him and the
Fmprefs of Ruffia, which he had begun during his
ablence, was concluded on the thirticth of the fame
month. By this treaty her Ruffian Majelty engaged

to hold in readinefs in Livonia. upon the frontiers:
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of Lithuania, a body of troops confifting of forty
thoufand infantry, with the neceffary artillery , and
fifteen thoufand cavalry; and alfo on the coafts of
the fame province, forty or fifty gallies, with the
neceflary crews; to be ready toact, upon the firlk
order, in his Majefty’s fervice, in cafe, faid the
fifth article , which was the moft remarkable, that
the dominions of his Britannic Majelty in Germany
fhould be invaded on account of the ioterefts or
difputes which regard bis kingdoms ; her Imperial
Nfuj fty declaring that (he would look upon fuch an
invafion as a cafe of the alliance of the year one
thoufand feven hundred and forty-two; and that
the faid dominions fhould be thercin comprifed in
this refpect: but neither thefe troops nor gallies
were to be putin motion, unlefs his Britannic Ma-
jefty, or his allies, fhould be f[omewhere attacked ;
10 which cafe the Ruflian general (hould march, as
foon as poffible after requifition, to make a diver-
fion with thirty thoufand infantry and fifteen thou-
fand cavalry ; and fhould embark on board the gal-
lies the other ten thoufand infantry, to make adefs
cent according to the exigency of the affair. On
the other fide , his Britannic IMajefty engaged to pay
to her Ruffian Majelty an annual fublidy of a hus-
dred thoufand pounds fterling a- year, each year
to be paid inadvance, and to be reckoned from the
day of the exchange of the ratifications, to the day
that thefe troops fhould upon requ:ﬁt[oq march out
of Ruflia; from which day the annual {ubfidy to her
Impeﬁal F\Tajcuy was to be five hundred thoufand

pounds fterling, to be paid always four months in
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advance, until the troops fhould return into the
Ruflian domintons, and for three months after their
recurn.  His Britannic Majelty , who was to be at
liberty to lend once every year into the faid province
of Livonia a commiffary, to fee and examine the
number and condition of the faid troops, further
engaged | that, in cafe her Ruflian Majelty (hould
be diturbed in this diverfion, or attacked herfelf,
he would furnith immediately the fuccour ftipulated
in the treaty of one thoufand feven hundred and
forty- two; and that, in cafe a war Mould break
out, he would fend into the Baltick a fquadron of
his (hips, of a force fuitable to the circumftances.
This was the chief fubRance of the treaty, which,
by agreement of both parties, was to fubfift for
four years from the exchange of the ratifications:
but in the feventh article thefe words were unlucki-
lyinferted : “ Confidering allo the proximity of the
countries wherein the diverfion in quefiion will pro-
bably be made , and the facility her troops will pro-
bably have of fubfitting immediately in an enemy’s
country, f(he takes upon herlelf alone, during fuch
adiverfion, the fubfiftence and treatment of the faid
troops by feaand land. ” And in the eleventh article
it was ftipulated, that all the plunder the Ruffian
army fhould take from the enemy (hould belong to
them. That his Britannic Majefty , whonow knew
enough of the court of Vienna to be fenfible that he
could expect no affiftance from thence, in cafe his
German dominions were invaded, fhould enter into
this convention with the Emprefs of Ruffia, in
order to ftrengthen his defeace upon the continent,
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was extremely natural; efpecially as he had lately
lived in great friend(hip with her,and her tranfa&tions
with the court of France had been fo fecret, by
palfing through only that of Vieuna, that he had not
yet been informed of them; neither had the proje&
of the treaty of Verfailles then come to his know-
ledge, or to that of the King of Pruffia, nor had
either of thefe princes yet made any formal advan-
ces to the other.

§ XX1V. The firlt intimation that appeared pu-
blicly of the negociations of France with the Fm-
prefs of Germany, was, when the French minifter,
Count d’Aubeterre , declared at Vienna. ¢ That
% the warlike defigns with which the King his mal-
« ter was charged, were fufficiently confuted by
& his great moderation, of which all Europe bad
< manifold proofs: that his Majefty was perfuaded
« this groundlefs charge had given as much indig-
“ nation to their Imperial Vlajefties as to himfelf:
“ that he was firmly refolved to preferve to Chrif-
« tendom that tranquillity which it enjoyed through
% his good faith, in religioufly obferving the treaty
« of Aix-la- Chapelle: but that if his Britannic
« [Vlajefty’sallies fhould take part in the war which
« was kindled in America, by furnifhing fuccours
% to the Englifh, his Majety would be authorized
« to confider and treat them as principals in it.”
France likewife made the fame declaration to other
courts.

§ XXV. The words and ftipulation in the above
recited claufe, in the feventh article of the treaty of
Great - Britain with Ruffia , were looked on as a
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menace Jevelled at the King of Pruffia, who, having
fome time after found means to procure a copy of
this treaty. and feeing it in that light, boldly declared,
by his miiflers at all the Courts of burope that he
would oppofe with his utmoft force the entrance of
any foreign troops mto the :‘mpire under any pre-
tence whatever. ‘This declaration was particularly
difpleafing to the French, who had already marched
large bodies of troops towards the frontiers of the
empire, and erected {everal great magazines in Weft-
phalia, with the pmm!i an of the Elector O{Colagn,
for which the Englilh minilter at his court was, in
Auguft, ordered to wi ithdraw from thence without
taking leave. However, as .\)"‘1‘ as this declaration
of t}u King of Prufiia was notified to the court of
Verfailles, Ll ey fent an Ambaflador extraordinary ;
the Duke cL Nivernois, to Berlin, to try to pcrfuadc
his Majefty to retra& his. uudnmtmn , and enter into
a new alhance with them. His Pruffian Majelty re-
ceived this Ambafllador in fuch a manner as feemed
to denote adifpofition to agree toevery thing he had
to propofe. This awakened in England a jealoufy
thathis declaration alone was notto be relied on, but
that it was neceflary to bring him under fome folemn
engagement ; elpecially as the French bad by this
time 2 numerous army near the Lower Rhine, with
magazines provided for their march all the way to
Hanover ; and if the King of Pruffia fuffered them to
pafs through his dominions, thatelectorate muft be
fwallowed up before the Ruffian auxiliaries could
poflibly be bmught thither, or any army be formed
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for protecting it *. For this reafon a negociation was
fet on foot by Great. Britain at Berlin ; but asit was
not concluded before the beginning of the next year,
we (hall defer entering into the particulars of it, till
we come to that period.

§ XXVI. Mean while the French made another
attempt upon the Court of Madrid, loudly complain.
ing of the taking of their two men of war by Bofca-
wen’s fquadron ; before any declaration of war was
made, reprefenting it asa moft unjuftifiable proceed.
ing , which threatened a diffolution of all faith
amongft nations.” This produced a ftrong memorial
from Sir Benjamin Keene , our minifter at that court,
importing, “ That it was well known that the French
« fleet carried troops, ammunition, and every thing
« neceffary for defending the countries which the
< French had unjultly vfurped in America, and of
« which the Englifh claimed the property : that the
« rules of felf-defence authorize every nation to
« render fruitlefs any attempt that may tend to 1ts
« prejudice: that this right had been made ufe of
“ only in taking the two'French fhips of war; and
“ that the diftin&ion of place might be interpreted
 in favor of the Englifh, feeing the two {hips were
« taken on the coalts of the countries where the
« contelt arofe.” In anfwer to this obfervation,
the French minifter reprefented the valt number of
fhips that had been taken in the Evropean feas; for
in fac the Englifh ports foon began to be filled with

2 Perhaps the Elector of Hanover was more afraid of the
PruTian monarch than of the Moft Chriftian King, knowing
with what eafe and rapidity this enterpzifing neighbour could
inafew days fubdue the whole eleciorate.
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them, in confequence of the general orders for mak-
ing reprifals. But the court of Madrid was fo far from
being perfuaded by any thing he could fay, that it
gave his Britannic Majelty the firongelt alfurances
of its friendfhip , and of its intention to take no part
in the differences between him and France, but fuch
as fhould be conciliatory,, and tending to reftore the
ublic tranquillity.

§ XXVII. On the other hand, his Britannic Va-
jefty required, as King of Great - Britain , the auxi-
liaries ftipulated to him by treaty from tl;e E m']"uS-
Queen. But thefe were refufed , under pretence,
that as the conteft between him and France related
to America only, it was not a cafe of the alliance;
though at the fame time the French made no fcruple
of owning, that they intended to make a powerful
defcent on Great- Britain early in the fpring. When,
a little while afeer, France being employed in mak-
ing great preparations for a land-war in Europe , the
King of England required her to defend her own
poffeffions, the Barrier in the Low Countries, with
the number of men flipulated by treaty , which
countries, acquired by Englith blood and-Englilh
treafure, had been given to her on that exprefs con-
dition, [he declared that [he could not {pare troops
for:hat purpofe, onaccount of her dangerous enemy
the King of Pruflia : and afterwards, when he was
fecured by his treaty with England, fhe urged that
as a reafon for her alliance with France. ' It muft be
owned , however, for the fake of hiltorical truth,
that this was no bad rcafon, confideri ing the power,
the genius, and the chara&er of that prince, who
hovered over her dominicus with an army of one
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hundred and fifty thoufand veterans. It muft like-
wife be owned that (he undertook to procure the
French King’s confent to a neutrality for Hanover ,
which would have effectnally fecured thatele@orate
from the invafion of every other power but Pruffia
itfelf; and itis no ftrained conjecture to fuppofe that
the dread of this very power was the true fource
of thofe connexions in Germany, which entailed
fuch a ruinous continental war upon Great. Britain.

§ XXVII. Though the Englith continued to
make reprifals upon the French, not only in the feas
of America, butalfo in thofe of Europe, by taking
every fhip they could meet with, and detaining
them, their cargoes, and crews ; yet the French,

whether from a confcioufnefs of their want of power
by fea, or that they might have a more plaufible
plea to reprefent England as the aggreffor, were fo
far from returning thefe hoftilicies, that their fleet,
which efcaped Sir Edward Hawke , having , on the
thirreenth of Auguft, taken the Blandford (hip of
war with Governor Lyttelton on board, going to
Carolina, they fet the Governor at liberty , as foon
asthe court was informed of the (hip’s being brought
into Nantes, and [hortly after releafed both the (hip
and crew. However, at the fame time, their pre-
parations for a land- war fill went on with great
diligence, and their utmoft arts and efforts were
fruitlefly exerted to perfuade the Spaniards and Dutch
to join with them againft Great- Britain.

§ XXIX. In England the preparations by fea
became greater than ever ; feveral new fhips of war
were putin commiffion, and many others taken into
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the fervice of the government: the exportation of
gunpowdcr was forbid : the bounties to feamen were
continued , and the number of thofe that either en-
tered voluntarily, or were preffed , increafed daily,
as did alfo the captures from the French , among
which was the Elperance, of feventy guns, takenas
fhe was going from Rocheflort to Brelt to be manned.
The land - forces of Great- Britair. were likewife or-
dered to be augmented ; feveral new regimentswere
raifed, and all half-pay officers, and the out- pen-
fioners belonging to Chelfea - hofpital, were directed
to fend in their names, ages, and time of fervice, 1n
order that fuch of them as were yet able to ferve
might be employed again if wanted. The Englifh
navy, fo carly as in the month of September of this
year, confifted of one fhip of a hundred and ten
guns, five of a hundred guns each, thirteen of nine-
ty, eight of eighty, five of feventy-four, twenty-
nine of feventy, four of fixty-fix, one of fixty-four,
thirty - three of fixty, three of fifty - four, twenty-
eightof fifty, four of forty - four, thirty - five of forty,
and forty - two of twenty, four floops of war of eigh-
teen guns each, two of fixteen, eleven of fourteen,
thirteen of twelve, and one of ten, befides a grea
number of bomb- ketches, fire- (hips, and tenders;
a force fufficient to oppofe the united maritime
firength of all the powers in Europe ; whilft that of
the French, evenat the end of this year, and includ-
ing the [hips then upon the ftocks, amounted to no
niore than fix fhips of eighty guns , twenty- one of
feventy -four, one of feventy - two, four of feventy,
thirty-one of fixty-four, two of fixty, fix of fifty ; and
thirty - two frigates. § XXX,
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§ XXX. Such was the fituation of the two king-

doms, when, on the thirteenth of November, the
parliament met, and his Majelly opened the feflion
withafpeech from the throne , in which he acquain-
ted them — “That the moft proper mieafures had
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been taken to prote& our polleffions in America,
and to regain fuch parts thercof as had been en-
croached upon, or invaded; that to preferve his
people from the calamities of war, as well as to
prevent a general war from being lighted up in
Europe, he had been always ready to accept rea-
fonable and honorable terms of accommodation,
but that none fuch had been propofed by France
that he had alfo confined his views and operations
to hinder France from making new encroach-
ments, or fupporting thofe already made ; to exert
his people’s right to a fatisfation for hoftilities
committed in a time of profeund peace, and to
dlﬂppomt fuch deﬁgns as, from various appear-
ances and preparations, there was reafon to think
bad been formed againft his kingdoms and do-
minions: that the King of Spain earneftly wifhed
the prefervation of the public tranquillity, and
had given allurances of his mtention to continue
in the fame pacific fentiments : that he himfelf had
greatly increafed his naval armaments, and aug-
mented his land-forces in fuch a manner as might
be leaflt burdenfome; and, finally, that he had
concluded a treaty with the Emprefs of Ruffia;
and another with the Landgrave of Hefle- Caffel,
which fiould be laid before them.”

§ XXXI. In anfwer to this fpeech both Houfes
A4
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voted molt loyal addrefles, but not without a warm
oppofition, in each, to fome of the particular exe
preflions, for it having been propofed in the Houfe
of Lords to infert in their addrefs the words follow-
ing, viz. “ That they looked upon themfelves as
“ obliged, by the ftrongelt ties of duty, gratitude,
® and honor, to {tand by and fupport his Majefty
 inall fuch wife and neceffary meafures and engage-
ments as his [Vajeflty might have taken in vindi
cation of the rights of his crown , or to defeatany
attempts which might be made by France, in re.
fentment for fuch meafures, and to affift his Va-
jelty in difappointing or repelling all fuch enter-
prifes as might be formed, not only againft his
kingdoms, but alfo againlt any other of his do-
€ minlons (though not bclomrmﬁ to the crown of
& Great- Britain ) in cafe they fhould be attacked on
“ account of the part which his Majefty had tuken
* for maintaining the effential interefts of his king-
doms;” the inferting of thefe words in their ad-
drefs was oppofed by Earl Temple, and feveral
other lords; becaule, by the firlt part of them, they
engaged to approve of the treaties with Ruffia and
Helle. Callel, neither of which they had ever feen,
nor could 1t be fuppoled that eitker of them could
be of any advantage to this nation ; and by the fe-
cond part of thefe words it feemed to be refolved
to engage this nation in a continental connexion
for the defence of Hanover, which it was impoffible
for England to fupport, and which would be {o far
from being of any advantage to itatfea, or in Ame-
rica, that it might at laft difable the nation from
defending icfelf in either of thofe parts of the world.

-

-~

<

(44

€&

€«

€

-

[11

(19

(44




it}

GEORGE IIL 20¥

But upon putting the queftion, the inferting of thefe
words was agreed to by a great majority , and ac-
cordingly they ftand as part of the addrels of the
Houfe upon that occafion:

§ XXXII. To this remarkable addrefs his Majelty
returned the following as remarkable anfwer: “VI
“ lords, Igive you my hearty thanks for this duti-
“ ful and affectionate addrefs. I fee, withthe greas
telt fatisfaction, the zeal you exprefs for my
perfon and government, and for the true intereft
of your country, which I am determined to ad-
here to, The affurances which you give me for
the defence of my territories abroad are a ftrong
proof of your affeGion for me, and regard for
my honor. Nothing fhall divert me from pur-
fuing thofe meafures which will effectually main.
tain the pofleflions and rights of my kingdoms,
and procure reafonable and hororable terms of
accommodation.” — The addrefs of the Houfe
of Commons breathed the fame fpirit of zeal and
gratitude, and was full of the warmeft affurances
of a ready fuppost of his Majefty, and of his
foreign dominions, if attacked in refentment of
his maintaining the rights of bis crown and king-
dom; and his Majelty’s anfwer to it was to the
fame effect as that to the Houfe of Lords. The
fame, or nearly the fame words, relating to the
treaties concluded by his Majelty , and to the
defence of his foreign dominions, were propofed
to be inferted in this addrefs , which was op-
pofed by William Pitt, Efq. then paymafter of his
Majefty’s forces ; the Right Hon. Henry Legge,
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Tifq. then chancellor and under - treafurer of his
Majefty’s Esxchequer , and one of the commiffi-
oners of the Trealuryl; and by feveral other gen-
tlemen in high pofts under the government, as
well as by many others: but, upon putting the
queftion, it was by a confiderable majority agreed
to infert the words objected to; and very foon
after, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Legge, and moft, if not all,
of the gentlemen who had appeared in the oppo-
fition, were difmilfed from their employments. In
the mean time, a draft came over from Ruffia for
part of the new fubfidy ftipulated to that crown;
but fome of the muuifiry, who were then at the head
of the finances, refufed to pay it, at leaft before the
tl\..lt\ [hould bc approved of by parliament.

§ XX, Sir Thomas Robinfon had not been
]ong in poffeflion of the office of fecretary of flate,
before it was generally perceived, that, though an
honeft, well-meaning man, and a favorite with
the King, bis abilities were not equal to the func-
tions of that poft. Much lefs were t'ey fo at this
juuéturc, when the nation was on the point of being
engaged in a difficultand expenfive war, and plung-
ed into foreign meafures and connexions, which
would require the utmoft [kill of an able politician to
render them palatable to the people. Mr. Pitt and
Mr. Fox, though they fcarce ever agreed in any
other particular, had generally united in oppofling
his meafures, and their fuperior influence in the
Houfe of Commons, and univerfally acknowledged
abilities, though of very different kinds, had always
prevailed , uncommon as it was, to fee two perfous
who held confiderable places under the goyernment,
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one of them being paymafter - general , and the other
fecretary at war, oppole, upon almolt every occa-
fion, a fecretary of ftate, who was fuppofed to know
and {peak the fentiments of his mafter. Sir Thomas
himf{elf foon grew fenfible of his want of fufficient
weightin the fenate of the nation; and therefore, of
his own accord, on the tenth of November , wifely
and dutifully refigned the feals of bis office to his
Majelty , who delivered them to IMr. Fox, and ap-
pointed Sir Thomas mafler of the wardrobe , with a
penfion to him during his life, and after his death to
his fons. Lord Barrington fucceeded Mr. Fox as
fecretary at war; and foon after Sir George Lyttelton
was made chancellor of the Exchequer, and zlord of
the Trealury, in the room of Mr. Legge, who had
declared himfelf again{t the new continental fyltem.
However, notwithftanding thefe changes in the
miniftry, very warm debates arofe in both Houlfes ,
when the treaties of Ruffia and Hefle - Caffel came to
be confidered by them : fome of the members were
for referring them to a committee; but this motion
was over-ruled, in confideration of his Majefty’s
having engaged in them to guard agamnft a ftorm
that feemed ready to break upon his electoral domi-
nions merely on account of our quarrel with the
French. They were at length approved of by a ma-
jority of three bundred and eighteen againlt one
hundred and twenty-fix, in the Houfe of Commons ;
and by eighty -four againlt eleven, in the Houlfe of
Lords.

§ XXXI1V. The Houfe of Commons then proceed-
ed to provide for the fervice of the enfuing year, and
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for the deficiencies of the provifions for the former,
Fifty thoufand feamen, including nine thoufand one
hundred and thirty-eight marines, were voted, on
the twenty - fourth of November, for the fervice of
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty - fix,
together with two millions {ix hundred thoufand
pounds for their maintenance , and thirty - four thou-
fand two hundred and fixty - three land - foldiers,
with nine hundred and thirty thoufand fix hundred
and three pounds, fix (hillings, and nine pence for
their fupport. A hundred thoufand pounds were
voted as a fubfidy to the Emprefs of Ruffia; fifey»
four thoufand one hundred and forty pounds,
twelve fhillings , and fixpence to the Landgrave of
Heffe - Caffel ; and ten thoufand pounds to the Elec.
tor of Bavaria.

§ XXXV. During thefe tranfactions, the public
was overwhelmed with confternation, by the tidings
of a dreadful earthquake, which, on the firt No-
vember, (hook all Spain and Portugal,, and many
other places in Europe, and laid the city of Lifbon
in ruins. When the news ofthis great calamity firlt
reached England, it was feared the confequences of
it might affect our public credit, confidering the vaft
intereflt which the Englith merchants had in the Por-
tuguefe trade : but, fortunately, it afterwards proved
inconfiderable, in comparifon of what had been ap-
prehended : the quarterin which the Englifh chiefly
lived, and where they had their warehoufes, having
{uffered thelealt of any part of the city;and moft of the
Englith merchants then refiding there, together with
their families, being at their country-houfes, to avoid
the infults to which they might have been expofed
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from the Portuguefe populace, during the celebration
of their Auto - da-fe , which was kept that very day.
The two firft thocks of this dreadful vilitation con-
tinued near a quarter of an hour, after which the
water of the river Tagus rofe perpendicularly above
twenty feet, and fubfided to its natural bed in lefs
than a minute. Great numbers of houfes, of which
this city then contained about thirty - fix thoufand ,
extending inlength nearfix miles,in form of a crefcent,
on the afcent of a hill, upon the north f(hore of the
mouth of the river Tagus, within nine miles from
the ocean, were thrown down by the repeated com-
motions of the earth, together with feveral magnifi-
cent churches, monaﬁerlec and publu. buildings.
But what entirely completed the ruin of this theu
moft opulent capital of the Portuguefe dominions,
was a devouring conflagration, partly fortuitous or
natural, but chiefly occafioned by a {et of impious
villains , who , unawed by the tremendous fcene at
that very inftant pafling before their eyes, witha
wickednefs fcarcely to be credited, fet fire even to
the falling edifices in different parts of the city, to
increafe the general confufion, that they might have
the better opportunity to rob and plunder their al-
ready defolated fellow -citizens, Qut of three bun-
dred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, which Lifbon
was then fuppofed to contain, about ten thoufand
perithed by this calamity ; and the furvivors, de-
prived of their habitations, and deltitute even of the
neceflaries of life, were forced to fcck for fhelter in
the open fields.

§ XXXVI. As foon as his Majelty received an
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account of this deplorable event, from his ambaffa.
dor atthe court of Madrid, he fent a m: fageto both
Houlfes ofpmhdmem on the twenty - eighth of No-
vember, acquainting them therewith, and def firing
their concurrence and afliftance towards fp»’:._dl]y
reheving the unha ppy fufferers; and the parliament
thereupon, to the honor of Britilh humanicy, unani
moufly voted, on the eighth of December, a gift of
a hundred thoufand pmmrh for the diltreffed peo-
ple of Portugal. A circumftance which enhances
the merit of this action is, that though the Englifh
themfelves were, at that very time, in great want of
grain, a confiderable part of the fum was fent in
corn, flour, rice, andalarge quantity of beef from
Ireland: fupplies which came very feafonably for
the poor Portuguefe, who were in actual want of
the neceflaries oflife, Their king was fo affected by
this inftance of Britilh genm'oﬁty, that, to (how his
gratitude for the timely relief, he ordered Mr. Cal-
tres, the Britith refident at his court, to give the
preference, in the diftribution of thefe fupplies, to
the Britifh fubjects who had fuffered by the earth qua-
ke : accordingly, about a thirtieth part of the provi-
{ions, and two thoufand pounds in money, were
fet apart for that purpofe; and his Portuguefe Ma-
jelty returned his thanks, in very warm terms, to
the Britilh crown and nation.

§ XXXVII. The repart of an intended mvaﬁon
of thefe kingdoms by the French increafing daily;
onthetwenty - fecond day of January Lord Barring-
ton, as fecretary at war, laid before the Houfe an
eftimate for defraying the charge of ten new regi-
ments of foot , over and above the thirty-four
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thoufand two hundred and fixty - three land-fold:ers
before ordered to beraifed ; and a fum of ninety-one
thoufand nine bundred and nineteen pounds, ten
Mhillings, was voted for thefe -additional forces:
upon another eftimate prefented a little after by the
famelord , and founded upon the fame reafons, for
raifing , for the further defence of the kingdom ,
eleven troops of light dragoons , forty - nine thou-
{fand fix hundred and twenty - eight pounds, eleven
thillings , and three pence , were voted for the enfu-

ing year; together with eighty-one thoufand one

hundred and feventy-eight pounds, fixteen (billings;
for aregiment of foot to be raifed in North-America;
two hundred and ninety -eight thoufand five hun-
dred and thirty -four pounds, feventeen fhillings,
and ten pence half- penny, for the maintenance of
our forces already eltablifhed in our American colo-
nies; and feventy -nine thoufand nine hundred and
fifteen pounds, fix fhillings, for fix regiments of foot
from lreland, to ferve in North- America and the
Ealt- Indies. Befides all thefe fupplies, Mr. Fox,
on the twenty - eighth of January , prefented to the
Houfe a meflage from the King, defiring them to
take into confideration the faithful fervices of the
people of New-England, and of fome other parts
of North - America; upon which one hundred and
fifteen thoufand pounds more were voted, and five
thoufand pounds as a reward to Sir William Johnfon
in particular. In fhort, including feveral other fums,
as well for defraying the expenfe of the army and
navy, as for a fubfidy of twenty thoufand pounds to
the King of Pruffia, and one hundred and twenty-one
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thoufand four hundred and forty - feven pounds,
two fhillings, and fix- pence, for Hanoverian troops,
of which two laft articles further notice will be taken
hereafter, the whole of the fupplies granted by par-
liament in this feflion amounted to feven millions
two hundred and twenty - nine thoufand one hun-
dred and feventeen pounds, four fhillings, and fix-
pence chree farthings.  For raifing this fum, befides
the malt- tax, and the land - tax of four Millings in
the pound, the whole produce of the finking fund,
from the fifth of January one thoufand feven hundred
and fifty-fix, tll it (hould amount to one million five
hundred and fifty - five thoufand nine hundred and
fifty-five pounds, eleven fhillings, and eleven pence
half-penny, was ordered to be applied thereunto ; to-
gether with a million to be raifed by loans, or Exche.
quer-bills, at three per cent. interelt ; one million five
hundred thoufand pounds to be raifed by the fale
of redeemable annuities, at three and a half per cent.
and five hundred thoufand pounds to be raifed by
a lottery, atthree percent. All which fums, with
eighty - three thoufind four hundred and twelve
pounds, two fhillings, and five pence half-penny,
then remaining in the Exchequer, amounted to [even
millions four hundred and tweuty - feven thoufand
two bundred and fixty - one pounds, five fhillings,
and feven pence.

§ XXXVIIL The clanfe inferted in the mutiny-bill
laft year, fubje@ing all officers and foldiers raifed in
America, by authority of the refpective governors
or governments there, to the fame rules and articles
of war, and the fame penalties and punifhiments, as
the Britifh forces were liable to; the act paffed at the
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fame time for regulating the marine forces ,"while on
fhore ; and that for the more fpeedy and effectual
manoing of his Majelty’s navy, were not only con.
firmed now ; but it was further enadted, with re-
fpedt to this laft, as well as for the more fpeedy and
effectual recruiting of his Majefty’s land - forces,
That the commiffioners appointed by the prefentact
fhould be empowered to raife and levy, within their
refpective jurifdictions, fuch able- bodied men as
did not follow any lawful calling or employment :
or had not fome other lawful and fufficient fupport ;
and might order, wherever and whenever they plea-
fed, a general fearch to be made for fuch perfons,
in order to their being brought before them to be
examined; nay, that the parifh or town-officers might,
without any fuch order, fearch for and fecure fuch
perfons, in order to convey them 'before the' faid
commiffioners to be examined: That if any three
commiffioners (hould find any perfon, fo brought
before them, to be within the above defcription ;
and if the recruiting officer attending fhould judge
him to be a man fit for his Majefty’s fervice , they
fhould caufe him to be delivered to fuch officer, who
might fecure him in any place of fafety provided by
the juftices of peace for that purpofe, or eveninany
public prifon ; and that every fuch man was from that
time to be deemed a lifted foldier, and not to be taken
out of his Majefty’s fervice by any procefs, othet
than for fome criminal matter. Nothing could more
plainly fhow either the zeal of the parliament for a
vigorous profecution of the war, or their confidence
i the juftice and moderation of our miniftry, than
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their agreeing to this act, which was to continue in
force till the end of the next feflion : and which . in
the hands of a wicked and enterprifing adminiftra-
tion, might have been made fuch an ufe of, as would
have been inconfiftent with that fecurity which is
provided by our bappy conftitution for the liberty
of the fubject. _

§ XAXIX. The next objec of the immediate at-
tention of parliament in this feflion was the raifing of
a new regiment of foot in North- America ; for which
purpofe the fum of eighty-one thoufand one hun-
dred and feventy - eight pounds, f{ixteen fhiliings, to
whiich the eftimae thercof amounted , was voted.
T his regiment, which was to confift of four batta-
lions of a thoufand men each, was intended to be
raifed chiefly our of the Germans and Swifs, who,
for muny years palt, had annually tranfported them-
fclves in great numbers to the Britifh plantitions in
America, where wafte-lands had been afligned them
upon the frontiers of the provinces ; but, very inju-
dicioufly, no care had been taken to intermix them
with the knglifh inhabitants of the place. To this
circumftance it iIs owing , that they have continued
to correfpond and converfe only with one another;
fo that very few of them, even of thole who have
been born there, have yet learned to fpeak or under-
ftand the Englifh tongue. However, as they were all
zealous proteltants, and in general firong, hardy
men and accuftomed to the climate, it was judged
that a regiment of good and faithful foldiers might
be raifed out of them, particularly proper to oppofe
the French : but to this end it was neceffary to ap-
point fome officers, efpecially fubalterns , who
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underftood military difcipline,, and could fpeak the
German language ; and asa fufficient number offuch
could not be found among the Englith officers , it
was neceflary to bring over and grant commiffions
to feveral German and Swifs officers and engineers :
but as this {tep, by the act of fettlement, could not
be taken without the authority of parliament, an a&
was now paffed for enabling his Majelty to grant
commiffions to a certain number of foreign protef-
tants , who had ferved abroad as officers or engi-
neers, to a& and rank as officers or engineers in
America only. An a& was likewife pafled in this fef-
fion, ftridtly forbidding, under pain of death, any
of his Majefty’s fubjects to ferve as officers under the
French King, or to inlift as foldiers in his fervice,
without his Majelty’s previous licence; and alfo for
obliging fuch of his Majefty’s fubjects as fhould, in
time to come, accept of commiflions in the Srotch
brigade in the Dutch fervice, to take the oaths of
allegiance and abjuration , on pain of forfeiting five
hundred pounds.

§ XL. As ic had been refolved, in the beginning
of the preceding fummer, to build veffels of force
upon the lake Ontario, an act was now pafled for
extending the maritime laws of England , relating to
the government of his Majelty’s fhips and forces by
{ea,to fuch officers feamen,and others, as (hould ferve
on board hisMajelty’s [hips or vellels employed upon
the lakes, great waters, or rivers, in North - America :
and alfo, but not without oppofition to this laft, for
the better recruiting of his Majefty’s forces upon the
continent of America : to which end, by a new claufe
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now added to a formera&, a tecruiting officer was
empowered to inlift and detain an indented fervant,
even though his mafter hould reclaim him, upon
paying to the malter fuch a fum as two juftices of
peace within the preciné Mhould adjudge to be a rea-
fonable equivalent for the original purchafe-money,
and the remaining time fuch fervant might have to
ferve.

§ XLI The inteltine broils of Ireland were happi-
ly compofed this year, by the prudent management
of the Marquis of Hartington, lord - lieutenant of
that kingdom. By his teady and difinterefted con-
dud&, his candor and humanity , the Irifh were
not only brought to a much better temper, even
among themfelves, than they were before their late
outrageous riots and dangerous diffenfions happen-
ed; butalfo prevailed upon to acquiefce in the mea-
fures of England, without this laft being obliged to
give up any one point of her fuperiority. The leading
men in the parliament of Ireland were the firft that
conformed: and though the ferment continued very
high for fome time after among the middling and
lower ranks of people, it was at length entirely al-
layed by the wildom of the Lord - Lieutenant, and
the excellent laws which he encouraged and paffed
for the benefic of that nation*.  The P — of Ireland,
who had been very buly in fomenting many of the

! Among other objects of the attention of the legiflature of
that country, ten thoufand pounds were granted for making the
river Nore navigable from the ciry of Kilkenny to the town of
Inneftalge ; twenty thoufand pounds towards carrying on an
inland navigation from the city of Dublin to the river Sharnon;
four thoufand pounds for making the river Newry navigable ;
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late difturbances, was, by his Majefty’s command ,
ftruck off the lift of privy - counfellors; and the grea.
telt part of thofe patriots, whom faction had turned
out of their employments there , were re- inflated
with honor.

§ XLIL The parliament of England, which had
adjourned on the twenty-third of December, met
again ; the Houfe of Commons on the thirteenth of
January, and the Lords on the nineteenth.. On the
fixteenth of the fame month, the treaty between his
Britannic Majelty and the King of Pruffia was figned,
mmporting, That, for the defence of their common
country, Germany, and in order to preferve her pea-
ce and tranquillity, which it was feared was in dan
ger of being difiurbed , on account ofthe difputes in
Ameriea; the two kings, forthatend only, entered
into 2 convention of neutrality , by which they res
ciprocally bound themfelves not to fuffer foreign
troops of any nation whatfoever to enter into Ger-
many , or pafs through it during the troubles afore-
faid, and the confequences that might refult from
them; but to oppofe the fame with their utmoft
might, in order to fecure Germany from the calami-
ties of war, maintain her fundamental laws and con-
fticutions , and preferve her peace uninterrupted.
Thus, the late treaty with Ruflia was virtually re-
nounced. Their Majelties, moreover, feized this
a thoufund pounds a - year for two years, for the encourage-
ment of Englifth proteftant {chools ; feveral fums , to be diftri-
buted in premiums, for the encouragement of the cambric,
hempen, and flaxen manufactures ; and three hundred thoufand
pounds to his Majefty, towards {upporting the feveral branches

of the eftablifhment , and for defraying the expenfes of the
government for two years,
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favorable opportunity to adjuft the differences that
had fubfifted between them,in relationto the remain-
der of the Silefia loan due to the fubjeds of his Bri.
tannic Majelty , and the indemnification claimed by
the fubjes of his Pruffian Majefty for their loffes by
fea during the late war; fo that the attachment laid on
the faid debt was agreed to be taken off, asfoonas
the ratification of this treaty fhould be exchanged.
§ XLIIL On the twenty-firlt of January the Houfe
took into confideration the laws then in being, re-
lating to the militia of this kingdom; and, finding
them infufficient, ordered a new bill to be prepared,
and brought in, for the better regulating of the mi-
litia forces in the feveral counties of England. A
bill was accordingly prepared to that effeé, and
prefented to the Houfe on the twelfth of March by
the Hon. Charles Townfhend, Efg. who, to his
houor, was one of the chief promoters of it. After
receiving many amendments 1n the Houfe of Com-
mons, it was on the tenth of May palfed, and fent
to the Lords : but feveral objections being made
to it by fome of the peers, and it feeming to them
that fome further amendments were {till neceflary
which they thought they could not in that fellion
{pare time to conflider fo maturely as the import-
ance of the fubje@ required, a negative of fifty-nine
againft twenty - three was put upon the motion for
paffing the bill; though every one muft have been
fenfible, not only of the propriety, but even of
the abfolute neceflity of fuch a law, which was
ardently defired by the whole nation.
§ XLIV.
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§ XL1V. On the twenty-feventh of May his Ma-
Jcﬁtj went to the Houfe of Peers, and after, having
given the ro/ﬂl affent to the bills then depending,
thanked his parliament, ina fpeech from the throne,
forth31rv1v0r0hsqncl?ﬁbélualﬁu)pornffeacquahned
them, that the injuries and holiilities which had beea
for fome time committed by the French againfl his
dominions and {ubje@s, were then followed by the
actual 1nvafion of the ifland of Minorca , though
guaranteed to him by allthe great powers of Europe,
and particularly by the French King: That he had,
therefore, found himfelf obli ged , 1n vindication of
the honor of his crown , and of the rights of his
people, to declare war in form againft France;
and that he relied on the Divine Prote&ion ,
and the \1g01oue aﬁhtwnce of his faithful fubjects |
in fo jull a caufe. The parliament was then
adjourned to the ex"fhtccnth of June ; and from
thence afterwards to the eighteenth of July, aad
then it was prorogued.

Vor. V. X
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§ 1. Letier from M. Ronilié to the fecretary of flate. 1L
he two nations recriminate on eachother. (11 The
French threaten Great-Britain with an invafion. 1V,
Requifition of fix thoufand Dutchtroops according to
treaty. V. Meffage from the Ring to the parliament.
V1. A body of Heffians and Hanoveriarts tranfported
into England. V1. French preparations at Toulon.
VIll. Adm. Byng f[ails for the Mediterranean. 1X.
He arrives at Gibraltar. X. Engages M. de la
Galiffonniere off Minorca. XI. And returns to Gib-
raltar. XII. Ferment of the people at home. XII.
Adm. Byng fuperfeded , and fen: home prifoner, XIV.
Account of the fiege of St. Philip’s fort , in Minorca,
XV. Precautions taken by General Blakeney. XVI.
Sicge commenced. XV Englifh [quadron appears.
XVIII. General attack of the works. XIX. The
garrifon capitulates, XX. Sir Edward Hawhe fails
to Minorca. XXI. Rejoicings in France , and
clamorin England, XXII. Gallantry of Fortunatus
Wright. XXIII. Genera! DBlakeney created a
baron. XXIV. Meafures taken for the defence of
Great-Britain. XXV. Proclamaiion. XXV|. Earl
of Loudoun appointed commander in chicfin America.
XXVI\. His Britannic Majefly’s declaration of war.
XXVILL Subfiance of the French King's declaration,
XXIX. dddrefs of the city of London, XXX
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Trial of General Fowke, XXXI. Affairs of America,

XXIL Colonel Bradfireet defeats a body of French
on the river Onondaga. XXXII. Earl of Loudoun
arrives at New-York.  XXXIV. Ofwego reducedby
theenemy. XXXV, Further proceedings in America.
XXXVI1 Navaloperations in that country. X XXVIIL.
Tranfaciions in the Eafi-Indies. XXXVIII Cal-
cutta befieged by the viceroy of Bengal. XXXIX.
Deplorable fate of thofe who perifhed in the dungeon
there. XL. Additional cruelties exercifed on Mr,
Holwel. XLI. Refolution againfi Angria. XLUIL
Fort of Gerial taken by Adm. Watfon and Mr. Clive.
XLIIL  Their fubjequent proceedings in the river
Ganges.

§. EN the month "of January Mr. Fox, lately
appointed fecretary of (tate , received a letter from
M. Rouillé, minilter and fecretary of Rtate for fo-
reigo affairs to the King of France, expoftulating, in
the pame of his fovereign, vpon the orders and in-
ftructions for committing holtilities , which his Bri-
tannic Majelly had given to General Braddock and
Admiral Bofcawen , in diametrical oppofition to
themoft folemn affurances fo often repeated by word
of mouth, as wellas in writing. He complained of the
infults which had been offered to his mafter’s flag , in
attacking and takiog two of his fhipsiathe open fea,
withoutany previous declaration of war; asalfo by
committing depredations on the commerce of his
moit-Chriltian VMajefty’s fubjedts, in contempt of the
law of nations, the faith of treaties, and the
X 2
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ufages eftablifhed among civilized nations.  He faid,
the fentiments and ¢l . 1 ‘uh,er{y'
gave the king his mafter room to expect, that, at
his return to London, he would difavow the con-
du@ ofhis Admiralty ; but feeing, that, inftead of
punifbing, herather encouraged th r)'"c who had been
guilty of fuch depredations, his mot Chriftian
leficient in what be

ignity of his crown,

1aracter of his Britannic

¢
Majeflty would be u' eemes

owed to his own glory, the d

(
: i
1

and the defence of his people, if he deferred :my |

longer demanding a fignal r -paration for the outrage

done to the French flag, and the damage fuftained by ]
his fubjedts. He, therefore, demanded immediate !
and full reftitution of all the French thips which, '
contrary to law and decorum, had heen taken by |
the Eoghih pavy, together with all the officers, |

ftor

foldiers. mariners , guns,
i
this r

es, and merchandife. |
He declared , that fhould efti

itution be made . he
fthould be wmln:r to engage ina negociation for what
further fatisfacion he might claim, and continve de-
firous to fee the differences relating to America deter-
mined by a folid and equitable accommaodation : but
if, contrary to all hops, thefe demands fhould be re-
jeted, he wounld confider fuch a denial of jultice
as the moft authentic declaration of war, and asa
formed defign in the court of London to difturb the
peace of Europe. To this preremptory remonftrance
the Pritith fecretary was dire@ed to anfwer , That
though the King of England would readily confent
to an equitable and folid accommodation, he would
not comply with the demind of immediate and
full rellitution as a preliminary condition ; for
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his Majefly bad taken no fleps but fuch as were
rend.red jult and indifpenfible by the hoftilities
which the French began in time of profound peace,

and a proper regard for his own hooor, the rights
and pofleflions of his crown, and the fecurity of

I
)
his kingdoms.

§ II. Without all doubt the late tranfactions had
afforded fpecious arguments for both nations to
impeach the conduct of each other. The French
court confcious of their encroachments in Nova-
Scotia, affedted to draw a f[hade over thefe as
particulars belonging to a difputed territory , and
to divert the attention to the banks of the Ohio ,
where Jamonville and his detachment had been at-
tacked and maffacred by the Englifh, without the
leaft provocation. ‘They likewife inveighed againft
the capture of their fhips, before any declaration of
war, as aflagrant a& of piracy ; and fome neutral
powers of Europe feemed to confider them in the fame.
point of view. It was certainly high time to check
the infolence of the French by force of arms, and
furely this might have been as effectually and
expeditioufly exerted under the ufual fanction of a
formal declaration ; the omiflion of which expofed
the adminiftration to the cenfure of our neighbours ,
and fixed the imputation of fraud and free-booting on
the beginning of the war. The miniftry was faid to
have delayed the ceremony of denouncing war from
political confiderations , {uppoling that, (hould the
French be provoked into the firlt declaration of this
kind , the powers of Europe would confider bis
Moft Chriftian Majefly as the aggreffor , and
X 3

CHAP.

V.
1756.




BOOK

I,
1756,

;10 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

Great-Britain would reap all the fruits of the defenfive
alliances in which fhe had engaged. But nothing
could be more weak and frivolous than fuch a con-
je@ure. The aggreffor 1s he who firlt viclates the
peace; and every ally will interpret the aggreflion
according to hisownintereft and convenience. The
adminifiration maintained the appearance of candor
in the midft of their hoftilities. The merchant-fhips,
of which a’ great number bad been taken from the
French , were not fold and divided among the
captors, according to the pradtice of war; but
carefully fequeltered , wich all their cargoes and ef-
fects, in order to be reltored to the right owners, in
cafe the difputes between the two nations fhould not
be productive ofan open rupture. In this particular,
however, it was pity that a little common fenfe had
not been blended with their honorable intention.
Great pare of the cargoes conhfted of fifh , and other
perifhable commodities, which were left torot and
putrify , and afterwards thrown overboard, to pre-
vent contagion; fo that the owners and captors
were equally difappointed , and the value of them
loft to both nations,

§ 11I. The court of Verfailles while they prefented
remonfirances which they knew would prove ineffec-
tual, and exclaimed again{t the conduct of Great-
Eritain withall the arts of calumny and exaggeration
at every courtin Chrifltendom, continued neverthe-
leis to makefuch preparations as denoted a defign to
profecute the war with uncommon vigor. They
began to repair and fortify Dunkirk: orders were
publifhed , that all the Bnufh fubje@s fhould quit
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the dominions of France: many Englifh veflels were
feized in the different ports of that kingdom, and
their crews fent to prifon.  Atthe fame time an edict
was iffued, inviting the French fubjeds to equip
privateers , offering a premium of forty livres for
every gun, and as much for every man they fhould
take from the enemy; and promifing that, in cafe,
a peace {ould be fpeedily concluded , the king
would purchafe the privateers at prime coft. They
employed great numbers of artificers and feamen in
equipping a formidable fquadron of (hips at Breft;
and affembling a {trong body of land-forces, as well
as a confiderable number of tranfports, threatened
the ifland of Great-Britain with a dangerous invafion.
" § 1V. The Englilh people were feized with con-
fiernation: the minifiry were alarmed and perplexed.
Colonel Yorke, the Britifh refident at the Hague,
was ordered by his Majefly to make a requifition of
the fix thoufand men whom the States-General are
obliged by treaty to furnifh, when Great-Britaio Thall
be threatened with an invafion; and in February he
prefented a memorial for this purpofe. Monlieur
d’'Affry , the French King’s minifier at the Hague,
having received intimation of this demand , produc-
eda counter-memorial from his malter, charging the
Englifh as theaggreflors, and giving the States-Gener-
al plainly to underftand, that, {hould they grant the
fuccours demanded by Great Britain, he would
confider their compliance as an act of hoftility
againft himfelf. The Dutch , though divided
among themfelves by faction , were unanimoufly

X 4
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averfe to any mecafure that might involve them in
the approaching war. Their commerce was in a
great mealure decayed, and their finances were too
much exbaufled to admit of an immediate augmen-
tation of their forces, which for many other reafons
they ftrove to avoid. They forefaw a great increafe
of trade in their adhering to a punctual neutrality :
they were afraid of the French by Jand, and jealous
of the Englith by fea; and, perhaps, enjoyed the
profpe&t of fecing thele two proud and powerful
nations humble and impoverifh each other. Certain
it is, the States-General protracted their anfwer to
RTrfYork651nmncﬁnlby fuch affected delays , that
the court of London perceived their intention , and,
10 order to avoid the mortification of a flat denial,
the King ordered his refident to acquaiot the Princefs
regent, that he would not infift upon his demand.
TheStates, thus freed from their perplexity, at length
delivered an an{wer to Mr. Yorke, in which they
expatiated on the difficulties they were laid under ,
and thanked his Majefty for having freedthem by his
declaration from that embarrafiment into which they
were thrown by his firft demand and the counter-
memorial of the French minifter. The real fenti-
ment of thofe people, however, more plainly appear-
ed in the previous refolution delivered to the States
of Holland by the towns of mlterdam , Dort,
Haerlem, Gouda, Rotterdam , and Enckhuyfen,
declaring flatly that England was uncontrovertibly
the aggreflor in Europe, by feizing a confiderable
number of French veffels; that the threatened
invafion of Great - Britain did not affe@ the
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republic’s guarantee of the proteftant. fucceffion,
inafmuch as it was only intended to obtain re-
paration for the injury fuftained by the fubjed&s of
his moft Chriftian Majelty ; finally, that the fuccours
demanded could be of no advantage to the King of
England, asit appeared by the declaration of his moft
Chriftian [Majelty, that their granting thele fuccours
would immediately lay them undera neceflity of de-
manding, in their turn, affiftance from Great- Britain.
From this way of arguing, the Englifh may perceive
what they have to expe@ in cafes of emergency from
the friendfhip of theirneareft allies, who mult always
be furnifhed with the fame excufe, whenever they
find it convenient or neceffary to their own intereft.
Such aconfideration, joined to other concurring mo-
tives, ought to induce the Britifh legiflature to with-
draw its dependence from all foreign connexions, and
provide fuch a conltitutional force within itfelf, as
will be fully fufficient to baffle all the efforts of an ex-
ternal enemy. The apprehenfions and diftraction of
the people at this jun@ure plainly evinced the expe-
diency of fuch a national force : but different parties
were divided in their opinions about the nature of
fuch a provifion. Some of the warmeft friends of their
country propofed a well regulated militia, asan infti-
tution that would effectually anfwer the purpofe of
defending a wide extending fea.coalt from invafion;
while, on the other hand, this propofal was ridiculed
and refuted as impracticable or ufelefs by all the re-
tainers to the court, and all the officers of the ftanding
army. In the mean time, as the experiment could
not be immediately tried, and the prefent juncture
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demanded fome inftant determination, recourfe was
had to a foreign remedy.

§ V. Towards the latter end of March, the King
fent a written meflage to parliament, intimating,
that he had received repeated advices from different
perfons and places, that a defign had been formed
by the French court to invade Great-Britain or Ire-
land ; and the great preparations of forces, fhips,
artitlery , and warlike ftores, then notorioufly ma-
king in the ports of France oppolfite to the Britifh
cozlls, together with the language of the French mi-
nilters in fome foreign courts, left little room to
doubt the reality of fuch a defign: that his Majelty
had avgmented his forces both by fea and land, and
taken proper meafures and precautions for putting
his kingdom in a pofture of defence; that, in order
further to [trengthen himfelf, he had made a requi-
fition of a body of Heflian troops, purfuant to the
late treaty , to be forthwith brought over, and for
that purpofe ordered tranfports to be prepared ; thac
he doubted not of being enabled and fupported by
his parliament in taking fuch meafures as might
be conducive to an end fo effential to the honor of

‘his crown, the prefervation of the proteftant reli.

gion, and the Jawsand liberties of thefe kingdoms.
This meflage was no fooner received , than both
Houfes voted, compofed, and prefented very warm
and affetionate addreffes, in which his Vajefty was
thanked for the requifition he had made of the Hel
fian troops; a meafure which at any other time
would have been ftigmatized with all the fatire
and rhetorick of the oppofition.
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§ VI. Even this precaution was not thought fuf-
ficient to fecure the ifland, and quiet the terrors of the
people. In a few days Mr. Fox, the new minifter,
encouraged by theunanimity which had appeared fo
confpicuous in the motions for the late addreffes, ven-
tured to move again, in the Houfe of Commons,
that another addrefs fhould be prefented to the King,
befeeching his Majefty, that for the more effectual
defence of this ifland, and for the better fecurity of
thereligion and liberties of his fubjeds, againft the
threatened attack by a foreign enemy, he would be
gracioufly pleafed to order twelve battalions of his
electoral troops, together with the ufual detachment
of artillery, to be forthwith brought into this king-
dom. There was a confiderable party in the Houle,
to whom fuch a motion was odious and deteltable:
but, confidering the critical fituation of affairs, they
were afraid that a dire& oppofition might expole
them to a more odious fulpicion: they, therefore,
moved for the order ofthe day, and infifted onthe
queftion’s being put upon that motion: but it was
carried in the negative by a confiderable majority,
which alfo agreed to the other propofal. The refo-
Iution of the Houfe was communicated to the Lords,
who unanimoufly concurred, and their joint addrefs
being prefented, his VMajelty affured them he would
immediately comply with theirrequeft. Accordingly,
fuch expedition was ufed, that in the courfe of the
next month both Hanoverfans and Heffians arrived
in England, and encamped in different parts of the
kingdom. — As the fears of an invafion fubfided
in the minds of the people, their antipathy to thefe
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foreign auxiliaries emerged. They were beheld
with the eyes of jealoufly, fufpicion and difdain. They
were treated with contempt, referve, and rigor. The
minifiry was execrated for having reduced the na-
tion to fuch a low circumf{tance of difgrace, as that
they fhould owe their fecurity to German merce-
naries. There were not wanting fome incendiaries,
who circulated hints and in{inuations, that the king-
dom had been purpofely left unprovided ; and that
the natives of South-Britain had been formerly fub-
dued and expelled by a body of Saxon anxiliaries,
whom they had hired for their prefervation. Ina
word, the doubts and fufpicions of a people natu-
ally blunt and jealous were inflamed to fuch a de-
gree of animofity, that nothing would have reftrai-
ned them from violent aéts of outrage, but the moft
orderly , modeft, and inoffenfive behaviour by
which both the Hanoverians and Heflians were
diftineuifhed.

§ VII. Underthe cloak of an invading ar mament,
which engroffed the attention of the Britifh nation
the French were aually emploved in preparations
fucceeded according to

for an expedition, whic
their wifh. In the beginning of the year advice was
received that a French fquadron would foon be in
a condition to fail from Toulon: this was after
wards confirmed by repeated intelligence, not only
from foreign gazettes, but alfo from Englifh min-
fters and confuls refiding in Spain and Ttaly. They af.
firmed that the Toulon-fquadron confifted of twelve
or fifteen fhips of the line, with a great number of
tranfports ; that they were fupplied with provifion
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for two months only, confequently could not be in-
tended for America; and that {trong bodies of troops
were on their march from different parts of the
French dominions to Dauphiné and Provence, in
order to be embarked. Notwithftanding thefe par-
ticulars of formation, which plainly pointed ont
Minorca as the objedt of their expedition ; notwith-
ftanding the extenfive and important commerce car-
ried on by the fubjedts of Great-Britain in the Me-
diterranean; no care was taken to fend thither a
fquadron of (hips capable to prote@ the trade, and
frultrate the defignsof the enemy. That great pro.
vince was leftto a few inconfiderable fhips and friga-

tes, which could ferve noother purpofe than that of -

carrying intelligence from port to port, and enriching.
their commanders, by making prize of merchant vef-
fels. Nay, the miniliry feemed to pay little or no re-
gard to the remonf(trance of General Blakeney, de-
puty-governor of Vlinorca, who, 1a repeated advices,
reprefented the weaknefls of the garrifon which he
commanded in St. Ihilip’s callle, the chief fortrefs
on the ifland. Far from firengthening the garrifon
with a proper re-enforcement, they did not even
fend thither the officers belonging to it, who were
in England upon leave of abfence, nor give direc-
tions for any veffel to tranfport them, until the
French armament was ready to make a defcent
upon that ifland *.

" It is with pleafure wee ize this opportunity of recordir g an
inftance of gallantry and patriotifin in a Britifh officer, which
would have done honor to the character of a Roman tribune.
Captain Cunningham, an accomplithed young gentleman,
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§ VIL At length, the deftination of the enemy’s
fleet being univerfally known, the minifltry feemed
to} roufe from their lethargy, and, like perfons fud-
denly waking, acted with hurry and precipitation.
Inftead of detaching a fquadron that in all rel-
pecs fhould be fuperior to the Freach fleet in the
MMediterranean, and beltowing the command of it

r
who acted as engineer in fecond at Minorca, being preferred
toa majority at home, and recalled to his regiment by an ex.
prefs order, had repaired with his family to Nice in ltaly,
where he waited for the opportunity of a fhip bound fur Eng-
land, when he received certain int-lligence that the French ar.
mament was deftined for the place he had quitted. His lady,
whom he tenderly loved, was juft delivered. and two of his chil-
dren were dangeroully ill of the fmall-pox. He recollected that
the chief engineer at Minorca was infirm, and indeed difahled
by the gout, and that many things were wanting for the de-
fence of the fortrefs. His zeal for the honor and fervice ofhis
country immediately trinmphed over the calls of tendernefs
and of nature, He expended a confiderable (um of money in
purchafing timber for the platforms, and other neceffaries for
the garrifon; hireda fhip for tran{porring them thither ; and
teating himfelf from his wife and children, thus lefr among
{trangers ina foreign country, embarked again for Minorca,
where he knew he fhould bein a peculiar manner expofed toall
the dangers of a furious fiege. In the courfeofthis delperate
fervice he acquitted himfelf with that vigilance, fkill, and ac-
tive courage, which he had on divers farmer occafions difplay-
ed, until the affaule was given tothe Quesn’s-baftion, when:
mixing with the enemy {word in hand, he was difabled in his
right arm by the (hot of a musket and the thruft of a bayonat.
His behaviour was {0 scceptable to his fovereign, that whenhe
returned to England he was preferred to the rank of colonel in
the guards. He aftarwards acted as chief engineer in the at
tempts and defcents which were made on the French coaft.
Though grisvoufly maimed, he accepted the fame office in the
expedition to Guadaloupe, where he died univerfally regretted.
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upon an officer of approved courage and adivity,
they allotted no more than ten fhips of the line for
this fervice, velting the command of them in Admiral
Byng, who  had never met with any occafion to fig-
nalize his courage, and whofe character was not very
popular in the pavy: but Mr. WeR, the fecond in
command, was a gentleman univerfally refpected for
his probity , ability , and refolution. The ten fhips
deltined for this expedition were but in very indif-
ferent order, poorly manned, and unprovided with
either hofpital or fire-fhip. They failed from Spithead
on the feventh day of April, having on board, as part
of their complement, a regiment of foldiers to be lan-
dedat Gibraltar, with Major-General Stuart, Lord
Eftingham, and Colonel Cornwallis, whofe regiments
were in garrifon at Minorca, about forty inferior of-
ficers, and near one hundred recruits, as a re-enforce-
ment to St. Philip’s fortrefs.

§ IX. After all the intelligence which had been
received, one would imagine the government of Eng-
and was {till ignorant of the enemy’s force and deftin-
ation ; for the inftructions delivered to Admiral Byng
imported , that, on his arrival at Gibraltar, he
fhould inquire whether any French fquadron had
pafled through the ftraits; and that, being certified
in the affirmative, as it was probably defigned for
North-America, he fhould immediately detach Rear-
Admiral Weft to Louifbourg, on the ifland of Cape-
Breton, with fuch a number of fhips as, when joi-
ned with thofe at Hallifax, would confitute a force
fuperior to the armament of the enemy. On the fe-

cond day of May, Admiral Byng arrived at Gibraltar,
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where he found Captain Edgecumbe, with the Prin-
cefs Louifa fhip of war, and a {loop, who informed
him that the French armament, commanded by IVL
de la Galifenniere, confifting of thirteen fhips of the
line, with a great number of tranfports, having on
board a body of fifteen thoufand land-forces, had
failed from Toulon on the tenth day of April, and
made a defcent upon the ifland of Minorca, from
whence he (Captain Edgecumbe) had been obliged
to retire at their approach. General Fowke, who
commanded at Gibraltar, had received two fucceflive
orders from the Secretary at War, \with refpec to his
{paring a battalion of troops to be tranfported by
Mr. Byng, asa re-enforcement to Minorca; but as
the two orders appeared inconfiltent or equivocal,
a council of war was confulted, and the majority
were of opinion that no troops (hould be fent from
thence to Minorca, except a detachment to fupply
the deficiency in the little fquadron of Captain Edge.
cumbe, who had left a2 good number of his feamen
and marines, under the command of Captain Scroop,
to affilt in the defence of Fort St. Philip’s. Thefe ar-
ticles of intelligence the Admiral difpatched by an
exprefs to the Lords of the Admiralty, ‘and in his
letter made ufe of fome impolitic expreflions,
which, in all probability, it would have been well for
him had he omitted. He faid, if he had been fo hap-
Py as to havearrived at Mahon before the French
had landed, he flattered himfelfhe hould have been
able to prevent their getting a footing on that ifland.
He complained that there were no magazines for

fupplying
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f.mnwuw the fquadron with neceffaries; that the cu AP,
¥ care - w Hlf», pits, and ftorehoules were entircly ¥

decayed, fo that he fhould find the greateft diffi. - 1756

cuity in cleaning the thips that were foul; and this
was cafe with fome of thofe he carried out
from land , as well as with thole which had
been fome time cruifing in the Mediterranean.

He { u.huu{ his opinion, that , even, if it fhould

be found prad&icable, 1t wou:d be very impolitic
to throw any men into St. Philip’s-caltle, which
' could not be faved withoit a l.an\l-forc‘e futhcient
to raife the fiege ; therefore, a fmall re-enforcement
would only add {o many men to the number which
muft fall iato the hands of the enemy. He obferved,
that fuch engineers and artillery-men in Gibraltar
as had been at Minorca, were of opinion , that it

would be impoflible to throw any number of men

into St. Philip’s, if the French had erected batteries

on the two fhores near the entrance of the harbour,
a

fo as to bar all palfage up to the fally-port of the
fortrefs; and with this opinion he fignified th
concurrence of his own fentiments. The frlt part
of this letter was downright impeachment of the
miniftry, for having de l,,\l the expedition, for
having fent out fhips anfit for fervice, and for having

- m b i L
negledted th

e magazines and wharfs at Gibraltar,
In the latter part he feemed to prepare them for
the {ubfequent account of his mifcondudt and mif-
carriage. It cannot be {uppofed that they unders
went this accufation without apprehenfion and re.
entment ; and as they forefaw tiw afs of Minorca,
which would not fail to excite a national clamor,

Vor. V. N
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perhaps they now began to take meafures for gra.
tifying their refentment; and transferring the blame
from themfelves to the perfon who had prefumed
to hint a difapprobation of their conduét: for this
pur;mfe they could not bave found a fairer opportu.
nity than Mr. Byng’s fublequent behaviour afforded.
§ X. The Admiral being firengthened by Mr.

Edgecumbe, and re- Lnfouen by a detachment from
the garrifon, fet fail from Gibraltar on the eighth
day of May, and was joined off Majorca, by his
Majefty’s fhip the Phegpix, under the command
of Captain Hervey , who confirmed the intelligence
he had already received ; touching the ftrength and
deltination of the French fquadron. When. he ap-
proached Vlinorca, he defcried the Britifh colors
fiill flying at the caltle of St. Philip’s, and fevera]
bomb-batteries playing upon it from different quar-
ters, where the French banners were difplayed.
Thus informed’, he detached three (hips a-head,
with (,Iapt;sin Hervey, to reconnoitre the harbour’s
mouth, and land, Jf p offible, a letter for General
Blakeney, giving [nm to underftand the fleet was
come to his affiltance. Before this attempt could
be made, the French fleet appearing to the fouth-
eaft, and the wind blowing Lu...;.: off fhore, he
recalled his thips, and formed the line of battle.
About (ix o'clock in the evening, the enemy,
the number of {eventeen fhips, thirteen of which
appeared to be very large, advanced in order; but
about feven tacked, with a view to gain the
weather-gage. Mr. Byng, in order to preferve
that advantage, as well as to make fure of the land-
wind in the morning, followed their example, being
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then about five leagues from Cape.-Mola. At day-
light the enemy could not be defcried ; but two tar-
tanes appearing clofe to the rear of the Englifh fqua-
dron, they were immediately chaled by fiznal. One

efcaped, and the other being taken, was found to’

have on board two French captains, two lieutenants,
and about one hundred private foldiers, part of fix
hundred who had been fent outin tartanes the pre-
ceding day, to re-enforce the enemy’s {quadron.
T his foon re-appearing, the line of battle was formed
oo each f{ide, and about two o’clock Admiral Byng
threw out a fignal to bear away two points from the
wind and engage. At this time bis diftance from the
enemy was fo great, that Rear- Admiral Welt, per-
ceiving it impoflible to comply with both orders,
bore away with his divifion feven points from the
wind, and clofing down upon the enemy, attacked
them with fuch impetuofity ; that the fhips which
oppoled him were in a little time driven out of the
line. Had he been properly fuftained by the van, in
all probability the Britifh fleet would have obtained
a complete vitory; but the other divifion did not
bear 'down, and the enemy’s centre keeping that
ftation, Rear-Admiral Welt could not purfue his
advantage without running the rifque of feeing his
commuanication wi
off. In the begmt

b the relt of the line entirely cut
ring of the action, the Intrepid,
in VIr. Byng’s divifion, was fo difabled in her rigging,
that fhe could not be managed, and drove on the
fhip that was next in pofition : a circumitance which
obliged feveral others to throw all a-back, in order
to avoid confulion, and for fome time retarded the

0
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g 00 K action. Certain it is, that Mr. Byng, though accom.

111
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56

modated with a noble th:p of ninety guns, made
little or no ufe of his artillery, but kept aloof
either from an over{irained obfervance of difcipline,
or timidity. When bis captain exhorted him to bear
down upon the enemy, he very coolly replied, that
he «vr)v? | avoid the error of Admiral Matthews,
who, in his engagement with the Frenc oh and Sp..mﬂl
> the preceding war,
n precipitation , and
e that he could not
rary, was determined
vith aiv: line crmr—:; and, on
which had ‘mp-
1eflitated fo | long,
that he never

f:guaahu.)s o
had bro!
expofed |

f"h.‘ n. Mr.Byng, on

ed among |

kept at 'fuc;s a '--"31'3_-
few fhots in his hui!. V1. de la Galiffonniere feemed
equally averfe to the continuance of the battle: part
of his fquadron had been ‘uirly obliged to quit the
line; and though he was rat rfnk,m ior to the En nglifh
in number of men and .vezg‘m of metal , he did not
chufe to abide the confequence of a clofer fight with
an enemy fo expert in naval operations: he, there-
fore, took “r‘w.mt*w: of Mr. L) yng’s hefitation, and
edged away with an eafy fail to ,  his van, which
had been difcomfited. The Englith Admiral gave
chafe, but the French 1..;35 clean, he ceould
not come up and clofe them again, fo they retired
at their leifure. Then he put his fquadron on the
other tack, inorder tokeep the wind of the enemy;
and next merning they were altogether out of fight.

\nd : e,
was properly engaged th “"’n he received fome
1 i / & ?
al
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§ X1. While he lay to with the reft of his fleet, at
the diftance of ten lu, 1es from Mahon, he detached
cruifers to lock for fome miffin 1g (hips, which joined
him accordingly, and made an inquiry into the con-
dition of the fquadron. The number of killed
amounted to forty-two, including Captain Andrews,
of the Defiance, and about one hundred and fixty-
eight were wounded. Three of the capital [bips were
fo damaged in their mafts, that they could not keep
the fea, with any regard to their fafety: a-great
number of the feamen were ill, and there was no
vellel which could be converted into an hofpital for
the fick and wounded. In this fituation Mr. Byng
called a council of war, at which the land-officers
were prefent. He reprefented to them, that he was
much inferior to the c.acmy in weight of metal and
number of men ; that they had the advantage. of
fending their wounded to Minorca, from whence
at the fame time they where refrethed and re-en-
forced occafionally ; that, in hisopinion, it was im-
practicable to relieve St. Phili p ’s fort, and, therefore,
they ought to make the beft of their way back to
Gibraltar, which might require immediate protection.
They unanimoufly concurred with his fentiments,
and thither he directed his courfe accordingly. How
he came to be fo well acquainted with the impradii-
cability of relieving General Blakeney it is not eafy

to determine, as no experiment was m;\r,'-f: for that
purpofe. Indeed, the neglect of fuch = trial feems

to have bee o the lealt Lxcu.dli part of hi.'% cnnduﬂ:;
or it afterwards appeared, that the officers and
oldiers belonging to the garrifon might have been

Y3
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landed at the fally-port, without 1'unninj: any great
rifyue; and a gentleman, then in the tort, acivally
pafled and repafled in a boat, unhurt by any of
the enemy’s batteries.

§ XIL IMr. Byng’s letter to the Admiralty , con-
taining a detail of this action, is faid to have ar-
rived fome days before it was made pubiic; and
when itappeared, was curtailed of divers expreflions,
and whole paragraphs, which either tended to his
own juftification, or implied a cecfure on the con-
duct of his fuperiors. Whatever ufe might have
been made of this letter while 1t remained a fecret
to the public we {hall not pretend to explain: but
fure it 1s, that, on the fixteenth day of June, Sir
Edward Hawke and Admiral Saunders failed from
Spithead to Gibraltar, to fupeifede the Admirals
Byng and Welt, in their commands of the Medi-
terranean fquadron ; and Mr. Byng's letter was not
publilhed tifl the twenty-{ixth day of the fame mouth,
when it produced all the cffect which that gentle-
man’s bittereft enemies could have defired. The po-
pulace took fire like a train of the molt halty com-
buftibles, and broke out into fuch a clamor of rage
and indignation againft the devoted Admiral, as
conld not have been exceeded if he had loft the
whole navy of England, and left the coalts of the
kingdom naked to invafion. This animofity was
carefully fomented and maintained by artful emi
ries, who mingled with all public alfembles, from
the drawing- room at St. James’s to the mob at
Charing-crofs. They expatiated upon the infolence,
the folly, the cowardice, and mifconduct of the un-
bappy Admiral. They even prefumed to make their

d=
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ne meafure an inftrument of their ca.
hat hisMajefty had prognofti-
wviour from the contents of his
d at Gibraltar. Thcy ridiculed and
s he had given for returning to that
after hla fcandalous rencounter with the
nch fquadron ; and, in order to exafperate them
to the molt implacable refentment, they exaggerated
the terrible confequences of lofing IVlinorca, which
nuft now be fubdued through his treachery or want
of refolution. In a word, he was devoted as the fcape-
goat of the miniftry, to whofe fupine neghgence,
ignorance, and mifcondudt t ﬂe mfs‘.o {i.au-npo. tant
forirefs was undoubtedly owing. Byang’s mifcarriage
was thrown out like a barrel to the whﬂe in order
to engage the attention of the people, that it might
net be attracted by thereal mufe of the national mis-
fortune. In order to keep up the flame which had
been kindled againft the Admiral, recourfe was had
to the lowell artilices. Agents were employed to
vilify his perfon in all public places of wvulgar
refort; and mobs were hired at different parts of
the capital to hang-and burn him in ethgy.

§ X1I1. The twolofficers who fucceeded to the com.
1d in the Mediterranean were accompanied by
yvd Tyrawley, whom his Majefty had appointed to
erfede General Fowke in the Government of Gi-
tar, that gent leman having incurred the difplea-
fure of the minifiry, for not having underftood an
' ich was unintelligible. By the fame con-
r from the !e:retary to the Admiralty
to Vr. Byng, giving him notice

Y 4
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B0 0 x thathe was recalled. To this intimation he replied in f
115.  fuch a manner as denoted a confcioufnefls of having {
1756. done his duty , and a laudable defire to vindicate his i

own conduét. His anfwer contained a further account (
of the engagement in which he was fuppofed to have 0
mi{behaved, iptermixed with fome puerile calcula- t
tions of the enemy’s fuperiority in weight of meral
which ferved no other purpofe than that of expofing i
his characer flill more to ridicule and abufe; and he b
was again fo impolitic as to hazard certain exprel- ¢
fions, which added frefh fuel to the refentment of &
his enemies. Dire@ions were immediately difpatched I
toSir Edward Hawke, that Byng thould be fent home i
1o arrelt ; and an order to the fame purpofe was lodged o

at every port in the kingdom : precautions, which, ¥
however unneceflary to fecure the perfon of a man f
who longed ardently to jullify his characer by a
public tnal , were yet productive of confiderable
elfect 10 augmenting the popular odium. Admiral

Byng immediately embarked in the (hip which had
carried out his fuccefflor, and was accompanied by
Mr. Welt, General Fowke, and feveral other officers
lfo recalled , in confe-
: G ir P B SR TR 1 o | )
quence of having fubfcribed to the refult of the

of that garrifon, who were a

council of war, which we bhave mentioned above.
When they arrived in England, Mr. Welt met with
fuch a gracious reception from his Majelly as was ]

thought due to hi extraordinary merit; but Mr. ‘

Byng was committed clofe prifoner in an apart- ;

ment of Greenwich-Hofpital. ]
§ X1V, In the mean time, the fiege of St. Philip’s

fort in Minorca was profecuted with nnremitting vi-

gor. ‘1he armament of Toulon, confilting of the
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fleet commanded by M. de la Galiffonniere , and
the troops under the Duke de Richelien, arrived
on the eighteenth day of April at the port of Ciuda-
della, on that part of the ifland oppofite to Mahon,
or St. Philip’s, and immediately began to difembark
their forces. Two days before they reached the
ifland, General Blakeney had, by a packet-boat,
received certain intelligence of their approach, and
began to make preparations for the defence of the
caftle. The fort which he commanded was very
extenfive, furrounded with numerous redoubts, rave-
lins, and other outworks’; and provided with fubter-
ranean galleries, mines, and traverfes, cutout of the
folid rock with incredible labor. Upon the whole, this
wasone of the belt fortified places in Europe, well
fupplied with artillery, ammunition, and provifion;
and , without all doubt, might have fuftained the
molt defperate m:gn: had it been defended by a
DUMErous garr conducted by able engineers,
under the f:v--.:ri?d ;ue,p;ccs of an adtive and (kiltul
All thefe advantages, bowever, did not

“'('Jf]"ﬁ.'!'.iﬂj(l'
concur on this occafion. The number of troops in
inorca did not exceed {om regiments, whereas the
nature of the works required at lealt double the
number; and, even of thefe above forty officers
were abfent. The chief engineer was rendered lame
by the gout, and the general himfelf opprefled with
the infirmities of old age. The natives of the ifland
might have been ferviceable as pioneers, or day-
laborers; but, from their hatred to the Proteftant
religion, they were generally averfe to the Englith
1ent, although they had lived happily and

1y under 18 influence.
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§ XV. The governorordered his officers to beat
up for volunteers in theadjacent town of St, Philip’s;
but few or ncne would wlit under his banaer,
and it feems he would not venture to compel them
into the fervice. Herecalled all hisadvanced parties;
and, in particular, a company pofted at Fornelles,
where a fmall redoubt had been raifed, and five
companies at Ciudadella, a polt fortified with two
pieces of cannon, which were now withdrawn, as
foon as the enemy began to difembark their forces.
At the fame time Major Cunningham was detached
with a party to break down the bridges, and break
up the roads between that p[-'f“c and St. Philips;
but the tafk of defiroying the roads could not be per
formed in fuch a hurry , on account of the hard roc
which runsalong the furface of the ground thre
this whole ifland; nor was there time to dem
the town of St. Philip’s, which ftood fo nea
fort, thatthe enemy could not fail to take advantage
of its mw.woux.mmi. The ftreets ferved them for
trenches, which otherwife could not have been
dug through the folid rock. Here they made a
IU(IgCl;.‘Lnt LIOL to the works; here they found con-
venient barracks and quarters of refrefbme:
mafks for their batteries, and an effectual cover
for their mortars and bombardiers. The general
has been blamed for leaving the town ftanding; but
if we confider his uncertainty concerning the deflina-
tion of the French armament; the odious nature of
fuch a precaution, which could not fail to exalperate
the inhabitants, and the impoflibility of executing

-

O

fuch a fchemeafter the firlt appearance of the enemy,

T e e
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he will be found excufable, if not altogether blame- ¢ 1 A B,
lefs. Some houfes and windmills were actually V.
demolifhed, fo as to clear the efplanade and the 1756
approaches. Allthe wine in the cellars of St. Philip’s
town was deftroyed, and the butts were carried 1ato
the caftle, where they might ferve for gabions and
traverfes. Five-and-twenty Minorquin bakers were
hired , and a large number of cattle brought into the
fort, for the benefit of the garrifon. The ports were
walled up , the pofts affigned, the fentinels placed ,
and all the different guards appointed. Commodore
Edgecumbe , who then anchored in the harbour of
Mahon, clofe under the walls of the caftle, failed
away with his little fquadron, confifting of the
Cheftertield, Princefs Louifa, Portland and Dolphin,
after having left all his marines, a detachment from
Gibraltar, the whole crew of the Porcupine floop,
and the greater part of the Dolphin’s, as a re-enforce-
ment to the fort, under the immediate dire¢tion and
command of Capt. Scroop, of the Dolphin, who,
with great gallantry, offered himfelf for this fevere
duty, and bravely fignalized himfelf during the whole
fiege, The French Admiral might certainly have
blocked up this harbour in fuch a manner as would
have prevented the efcape of thele thips, and divers
other rich merchant-veflels, which happened then to
be at Mahoo: but, in all probability, they purpofely
allowed them to abandon the place, which, on any
emergency , oraflault, their crews and officers would
have confiderably re.enforced. The enemy were
perfedtly acquainted with the great -extent of the
works, and the weaknefs of the garrifon; from which
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cncum‘%nnfﬂ- they derived the moft fanguine hopes
that the place might be fuddenly taken , without the
trouble of a regular fiege  After Mr. Edgecumbe had
failed for Gibraltar, and General Blakeney had

ordered afloop to be funk in the ci**'w.t:i that leads to

the harbour, the French [quadronmadeitsappearance
at this part of the ifland; but, wrhovn }nvu"r ats
tempted any thing againft the {r).h, fell to Jeeward of
Cape-Mola. Next day they came in fight again, but
foon bore away, and never afterwards, during the
whole courle of the fiege, approached fo near as to
give the garrifon the leaft difturbance.

§ A\” On the twenty fecond day of Apn] the
qrwcrnnr fent adrummer to the French genera 1, with
a letter defir me, to know his reafons for invac nwrhc

ifland. To this an anfwer was returned by the Duke
de Richelieu, declaring he was come with intention
to reduce the ifland under the dominion of his moft
Chriftian Majelty, by way of retaliation for the
condud of his m.u'u r, who had feized and detained
the (hips belonging to the King of France and his
fubjeéis.—1f we may judge from the firft operations of
this nobleman, he was but lmliﬁbrcntly provided
with engineers: for, ead of beginning his ap-
proaches on the fide of 5_3L. ’hilip’s town, clofe | ny the
outwolks, where he might have been [Lr ened from

the fire of the gdrrifon, his batteries were erected at
Cape Mola, on the other {ide of the harbour, where
they were more expofed, their fire much lefs effectual,
and indeed at too greata diltance to be of any fervice.
The fire of St. Philip’s was fo fevere, a ‘.m! th cannon
fo well ferved on this quarter, that in a little

1
T
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enemy thought proper to change their plan of attack, cH a P.
and advance on the fide of St. Philip’s town, which V.
ought to have been the firlt objec of their confidera  1716.
ation, efpecially as they could find little or no earth

to fill their gibions, md open their trenches in the

ufual form. On the twelfth of May, abouu nine at

night, trey opened two bomb-batteries, near the

place where d;e windmills nad been deftroyed; and

from that period an inceffant fire was kept up on both

fides, from mortars ‘.:;-:1 mnnoq, the French con.

7 fituation from

tinuing to rai
whenceth ould ar 7 th r_‘".—-'-q.
§ X Vi a the feventeenth day of the month the
; garrifon were tran{ "JOI'tf:d with ;oy at fight of the
Britith fquadron 1, comma ded by Admiral Byng ;and-
Mr. Bo /a commiffary of the ftores, ventured to
emba*:c in a {mall boat, with fix oars, which paffed
fx . Stephen’s cove,a creek on the welt fide of
C a thower of cannon and

o .

3 poft on the other fide,
; a fea, hisdefign being to
; in the fguadron ; but this being at a great diftance,

fouthward, and Mr. Boyd

3

perceiving h chafed by two ofthe enemy’s light
veflels, he returned by the fame route to :'hr? garrifon

; -:;.T} ...un age. A circuma

O Gpen a communicat mn

Philip’s. Next day the hopes
of the gr;:? , which bad prognofticated 2a
: e

. naval VI.,mry to the Britifh fguadron, a fpeedy
 relief to themfelves, and no lels than capuvity to




BOOK

11l,
1756

334 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

the affailants, were confiderably damped by the
appearance of the French fleet, which, quietly
returned to their flation off the barbour of Mahon,
T hatfame evening they were told by a deferter, that
the Englifh fleet had been worfled in an engagement
by V. de la Galiffonniere; and this information was
foon confirmed by a general difcharge, or feu de joie,
through the whole French camp, to celebrate the
victory they pretended to have obtained. How little
foever they had reafon to boaft of any advantage in
the action, the retreat of the Englifh fquadron was
undoubtedly equivalent to a victory; for had Mr.
Byng acquired and maintained the {uperiority at fea,
the French forces, which had been difembarked in
Minorca, would, inall probability, have been obliged
to furrender prifoners of war 'to his Britannic
Majelty. The cafe was now much altered in their
favor : their fquadron cruifed about the ifland
without moleftation: and they daily received, by
means of their tranfports, re-enforcements of men
and ammunition , as well as conftant fupplies of
provifions.

§ XVIIL The Englifh garrifon, however mortified
at finding themfelves thus abandoned, refolved to
acquit themfelves with gallantry in the defence of
the place, not without fome remaining hope that the
Enghth fquadron would be re-enforced, and returan
to their relief. In the mean time, they fuftained and
rerorted the enemy’s fire with undaunted reflolution.
They remounted cannon, the carriages of which
had been difabled : they removed them occafionally
to places from whence it was judged they could do
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the greateft execution : they repaired breaches,
reftored merlons, and labored with furprifing alacrity,
even when they were furrounded by the numerous
batteries of the foe ; when their embrafures, and even
the parapets, were demolithed, and they ftood ex-
pofed not only to the cannon and mortars, but alfo
to the mufquetry, which fired upon them, without
cealing, from the windows of the houfes in the town
of St. Philip, By this time, they wereinvelted with

anarmy of twenty thoufand men, and plyed inceffant.

ly from fixty-two battering cannon, twenty - one
mortars, and four howitzers , befides the fmall arms:
neverthelefs, the lofs of men within the fortrefs was
very inconfiderable, the garrifon being moftly
fecured in the fubterranean works, which were
impenetrable to fhells or fhot, By the twenty-feventh
day of June they had made a practicable breach in
one of the ravelins, and damaged the other outworks
to fuch a degree, that they detérmined this night to
give a general afluult. Accordingly, between the
hours of ten and eleven, they advanced to the attack
from all quarters on theland-fide. At the fame time
a firong detachment, in armed boats, attempted to
force the harbour and penetrate into the creek, called
St. Stephen’s cove, to ftorm Fort Charles, and
fecond the attack upon Fort Malborough, on the
farther {ide of the creek, the moft detached of all the
outworks. The enemy advanced with great intrepi-
dity, and their commander, the Duke de Richelieu,
is faidjto have led them up to the works in perfon.
Such an affault could not but be attended with

great flaughter: they were mowed down, as
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they approached, with grape-fhot and mufquetry:
and feveral mines were fprung with great effed, fo
that the glacis was almoft covered with the dying
and the dead. Neverthelefs, they perfevered with
uncommon refolution ; and, though repulfed on
every other fide, at length made a lodgement in the
Queen’s redoubt, which had been greatly damaged
by their cannon. Whether their fuccefls in thi IS quarte
was owing to the weaknefs of the place, or to the
timidity o{ the defender, certain it is, ‘the enemy
were in pofleflion before it was known to the offi-
cers of the garrifon: for Licutenant-Colonel Jeffries,

the fecond in command, who had acquitted himfelf
fince the begmmm of the hcge with equal courage,
ki1, and activity, in his vifitation of this poft, was
fuddenly furrounded and taken by a file of French
grenadiers, at a time when he never dreamed they
had made lodgement. ] Tajor Cunningham, who ac-
companied him, met witha feverer fate, though he
efcaped captiv xty- he was run through the arm with
abayonet,and the piece being difcharged at the fame
time, [hattered the bones of his hand in fuch a
manner, thathe was maimed for life. In this fhocking
condition he retired behind a traverfe, and was
carried home to his quarters. Thus the governor was
deprived of his two principal aflifants, one being
taken, and the other difabled.

§ XIX. The enemy having made themfelves

mafters of Anftruther’s and the Queen’s redoubts ,
from which perhaps they mighthave been diflodged,
had a vigorous effort been made for that purnofa.,
before
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before they had leifure to fecure themfelves, the Duke
de Richelien ordered a parley to be beat, in order to
obtain permiffion to bury the dead, and remove the
wounded. Thisrequelt was granted with more hu.

anity than difcretion, inafimuch as the enemy took
this opporfnniw to throw a re-enforcement of men
privately into the places where the lodgements had
been made, and thefe penetrated into the gallery of the
mines, which communicated with all the other out-
works. During this [hort celfation, General Blake-
ney fummoned a council of war, to deliberate upon
the ftate of the fortand garrifon; and the majority
declared for a capitulation. The works were in many
places ruined ; the body of the caftle was fhattered;
maoy guns were difmounted, the embrafures and
parapets demolifhed, the pallifadoes broke in pieces
thegarrifon exhaufted with hard duty and inceflanc
watching, and the enemy in poflellion of the fub-
terranean communications. Befides, the governor
had received information {from prifoners, that the
Duke de Richlieu was.alarmed by areport that the
Marefchal Duke de Belleifle wauld befent to fuper-
fede him in the command, and for that reafon would
hazard another defperate affaunlt, which it was the opia
nion of the majority the garrifon could not fultain.
Thele confiderations, added to the defpair of being
relieved, induced him to demand a capitulation. Bue
this meafure was not taken with the unanimous con-
fent of the council. Some officers obflerved , that
the garrifon was very little diminifhed, and ftill in
good fpirits: that no breach was made in the body
of the caftle, nor a fingle cannon erected to batter
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in breach: that the lofs of an outwork was nevei
deemed a fufficient reafon for furrendering fuch a
fortrefs : that the counterfcarp was not yet taken,
nor, on account of therocky foil, could be taken,ex-
cept, by affaule, which would coft the enemy a grea-
ter number than they had loft intheirlate attempt:
that they could not attack the ditch, or batter in
breach, before the counterfcarp fhould be taken, and
even then they muft have recourfe to galleries be-
fore they could pafs the follé, which was furnifhed

with mines and countermines: finally, they fuggef-~

ted, that in all probability the Britith f{quadron would
be re-eniorced, and fail back to their relief: or,if
it (hould not return, it was the duty of the governor
to defend the place to extremity, without having
any regard to the confequences. Thefe remarks
being over-ruled, the chamade was beat, a conference
enfued, and very honorable conditions were granted
to the garrifon, in confideration of the gallant de-
fence they badmade. This it mult be owned was
vigorous while it lafied, as the krench general was
faid to have loft five thoufand men in the fiege;
whereas the lofs of the garrifon, which at firl fell
fhort of three thoufand men, did not exceed one hun-
dred. The capitulation imported that the garrifon
fhould march out with all the honors of war, and
be conveyed by fea to Cibraltar. The French were
put in pofleffion of one gate, as well as Fort- Charles
and Marlboreugh redoubt: but the Englifh troops
remained in the other works till the feventh day
of July, when they embarked. In the mean time
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reciprocal civilities paffed between the commanders
and officers of both nations.

§ XX. The articles of capitulation were no fooner
executed than Monfieur de la Galiffonniere failed
back to Toulon with all the prizes which had lain
at anchor in the harbour of Mahon fince the fore
of St. Philip was firft invefted. In all probability the
fafety of himfelf and his whole [quadron wasowing
to this expeditious retreat; for in a few days after
the furrender of the fort, Sir Edward Hawke’s fleet,
angmented by five fhips ofthe line, which had been
fent from England, when the firlt tidings arrived of
Minorca’s being invaded, now made its appearance
off theifland; but by this time Galillonniere was res
tired, and the Englith Admiral had the mortification
to fee the French colors flying upon St. Philip’s
caftle. What, perhaps, chagrined this gallant officer
fill more, he was not provided with frigates, {loops
and fmall craft to cruife round the ifland, and inter=
cept the fupplies which were daily fent tothe enemy.
Had he reached Minorca fooner, he might have dif-
comfited the French fquadron; but he could not have
raifed the fiege of St: *hilip’s, becaufe the Duke de
Richlien had received his re-enforcements, and fuch
a train of artillery as no fortification could long
withftand. Indeed, if the garrifon had been cons
fiderably re-enforced, and the communication with
it opened by fea , the defence would have been

- protracted , and {o many vigorous fallies might
have been made, that the aflailants would bave had
caufe to repent of their enterprife.
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§ XXI. When the news of this conqueft was
brought to Verfailles , by the Count of Fgmont,
whom the Duke de Richlieu had difpatched for
that purpofe, the people of France were tranfported
with the moft extravagant joy. Nothing was feen
but triumphs and proceflions ; nothing heard but an-
thems, congratulations, and hyperbohical encomiums
vpon the conqueror of Minorca, who was celes
brated in a thoufand poems and fludied orations;
while the conduct of the Englifh was vilified and ri-
diculed in ballads, farces,and pafquinades. Nothing
more argues the degeneracy of a warlike nation than
the pride of fuch mean trinmph for an advantage,
which, in more vigorous times, would fcarce have
been diftinguiflied by the ceremony of a Ze Deum
Laudamius. Nor is this childifb exultation, that dif
graces the laurels of victory, confined to the King-
dom of France. Truth obliges us to own, that
even the fubjects of Great.Britain are apt to be ele-
vated by fuccels into an illiberal infolence of felf-
applaufe, and contemptuous comparifon. This muft
be condemned as a proof of unmanly arrogance,
and abfurd felf-conceit, by all thofe who coolly re-
fie@, that the events of war generally, if not always,
dependupon the genins or mifconduct of one indi-
vidual. The lofs of Minorca was feverely felt in
Fngland, asa national difgrace; but, inftead of pro-
ducing dejection and defpondence, it excited an uni-
verfal clamor of rage and refentment, not only a-
gainft Mr. Byng. who had retreated from the French
{quadron ; but alfoin reproach of the adminifiration,
which was taxed with having neglected the fecurity

P ™ pem
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of Minorca. Nay, fome politicians were inflamed
into a fufpicion, that this important place had been
negatively betrayed into the hands of the enemy,
that, in cale the arms of Great-Britain (hould prof-
per in other parts of the world, the French King
might have fome fort of equivalent to reftore for
the conquefts which fhould be abandoned at the
peace} This notion, however, feemsto have been coo-
ceived from prejudice and party, which now began
to appear with the molt acrimonious afpeét, not
only throughout the united kingdoms in general s
but even in the fovereign’s councils.

§ XXI1. SirEdward Hawke, being difappointed
in his hope of encountering La Galiflonniere, and
relieving the Enghfh garrifon of St. Philip’s, at lealt
afferted the empire of Great-Britain in the Mediter-
ranean, by annoying the commerce ofthe encmy,
and blocking up their fquadron in the harbour of
Toulon. Underftanding that the Aultrian govern-
meat at Leghorn had detained an Enghih privateer,
and imprifoned the captain, on pretence that be had
violated the neutrality of the port, be detached two
fhips of war, toinf{t, in a peremptory manner, on
the releale of the fhip, effects, crew, and captain ;
and they thought proper to comply with his de-
mand, even without waiting for orders from the
court of Vienna. The perfon in whofe behalf the
Admiral thus interpofed, was one Fortunatus Wright,
a native of Liverpool; who, though a ftranger to a
fea-life, had, in the laft war, equipped a privateer
and diftinguifhed himfelf in fuch a wmanner, by his,
uncommon vigilance and valor, that, if he had

Z 3

CHAPR:

e
1756.




BOOK

I
¥7565

HISTORY OF ENGLAND,

342

been indulged with a command fuitable to bhis ge.
nius, he would have deferved as honorable a place
in the annals of the navy, as that which the French
have beltowed upon their boalted Guai Trouin, Du
Bart, and Thurot. An uncommon exertion of {pirit
was the occafion of his.being detained at this junc-
ture. While he lay at anchor in the harbour of Leg-
horn, commander of the St. George privateer of
Liverpool, a fmall fhip of twelve guns and eighty
men, a large French xebeque, mounted with fixteen
cannon, and nearly three times the number of his
complement, chofe her ftation in view of the har-
bour, in order to interrupt the Britifh commerce.
The gallant Wright could not endure this infule:
notwithftanding the enemy’s fuperiority inmetal and
number of men, he weighed anchor, hoifted his
fails, engaged him within fight of the (hore, and after
a very obltinate difpute, in which the captain, lieu-
tenant, and above threefcore of the men belonging
to the xebeque werekilled on the {pot, he obliged
them to (heer off, and returned to the harbour in tri-
umph. This brave corfair would, no doubt, have
fignalized himfelf by many other exploits, had not
he, in the fequel, been overtaken in the midft of
his carcer by a dreadful ftorm, in which the fhip
foundering, he and all his crew perifhed.

§ XXIIL Sir Edward Hawke, having fecured the
Mediterranean, and. infulted the enemy’s ports,
veturned with the homeward.-bound trade to Gib-
raltar; from whence, about the latter end of the
year, he fet fail for England with part of his fqua-
dron, leaving the reftin that bay, for the protecion of
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our commerce, which in thofe parts foon beganto
fuffer extremely from French privateers, that now
fwarmed in the Mediterranean. General Blakeney
had arrived, with the garrifon of Minorca, at Portf-
mouth in the month of November, and been res
ceived with expreffions of tumultuous joy : every
place through which he paffed celebrated his return
with bonfires, illuminations, bell-ringing, and accla-
mations : every mouth was opened in his praife, ex-
tolling him for the gallant defence he had made in
the caftle of St. Philip. In a word, the people’s ve-
neration for Blakeney increafed in proportion to
their abhorrence of Byng ; the firlt was lifted into an
idol of admiration, while the other [unk into an ob-
je& of reproach; and they were viewed at different
ends of a falfe perfpective, through the medium of
prejudice and paflion; of a perfpective artfully con.
trived, and applied by certain minifters for the pur-
pofes of felf-intereft and deceit. The fovereign is
faid to have been influenced by the prepoffeflion of
the ——t. Mr. Blakeney met with a gracious re-
ception from his Majefly, who raifed bim to the
rank of an Irith baron, in confideration of his faith.
ful fervices, while fome malecontents murmured at
this mark of favor, as an unrealonable facrifice
to popular mifapprehenfion.

§ XXIV. In the beginning of the year, the mea-
fures taken by the government in England feem to
have been chiefly dictated by the dread of an inva-
fion, from which the minifters did not think them
felves fecured by the guard-fhips and cruifers en
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different parts of the coaft, or the ftanding army of
the kingdom, though re-enforced by the two bodies
of German auvxiliaries. A confiderable number of
new troops was levied: the fuccels in recruiting
was not only promoted by the land-holders throngh-
out the kingdom, who thought their cltates were
at flake, and for that reafon encouraged their de-
pendents to engage in the fervice, but alfo in a great
meafure owing to a dearth of corn. which reduced
the lower clafs of laborers to fuch diftrefs, that fome
Infurrections were raifed. and many inlifted with a
view to obtain a livelihood, which otherwife they
could not earn. New f{hips of war were built, and
daily put in commiffion; but it was found imprac-
ticable to man them, without having recourfe to the
odious and illegal pradtice of imprefling failors,
which muftalwaysbe areproach to every free peo-
ple. Notwithfianding large bounties; granted by
the government to volunters, it was found necel-
fary to lay an embargo upon all (hipping, and imprefs
all the feamen that could be found, without any
regard to former protections; fo that all the merch-
ant-thips were f{tripped of their hands, and foreign
commerce for fome time wholly fufpended. Nay,
the expedicnt of compelling men into the fervice
was carried to an unufual degree of oppreffion; for
rewards were publicly offered to thofe who fhould
difcover where any feaman lay concealed ; fo that
thofe unhappy people were ¥n fome refpects treated
like felons, dragged from their families and con-
nexions to confinement, mutilation, and death, and
totally cut off frem the enjoyment of that liberty
which, perbaps, at the expenfe of their lives,
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their own arms had helped to preferve in favor
of their ungrateful country °.

§ 2XXV. About eighty fhips of the line and three-
fcore frigates were alreadyequipped, and confiderable
bedies of land-forces aflembled, when , onthe third
day of February, a proclamation was iffued requi-
ring all officers civil and military , upon the firlt ap-
pearance of any hoflile attempt to land upon the
coafts of the kingdom, immediately to caufe all
lLorfes, oxen, or catt]c, \Vthh might be fit for draft
or burden and not adually employcd in the King’s
fervice, or in the defence of the country, and alfo
{fo faras might be practicable) all other cattle and pro-
vifions , to be driven and removed twenty miles at
leaft from the place where fuch hoftile attempt fhould
be made, and to fecure the fame, fo as that they
might not fallinto the hands or power of thofe who
fhould make fuch attempt; regard being had , how-
ever, thattherefpe&ive owners (hould fuffer as little
damage as might be confiftent with the publicfalety,

§ XXVI. As the miniftry were determined to
make their chief eflorts againft the enemy in North-

At this juncture , a number of public {pirited merchants
of the city of London, and others , formed themfelvesina
very laudable affociation , under the name of the Marine
Society , and contributed confiderable fums of money for
equipping fuch orphans , friendlez, and forlorn boys,
were willing to engage in the fervice of the navy. In confe-
quence of this excellent plan, which was executed with equal
z:at and difcretion, many thoulands were refcued from
mifery , and rendered uleful members of that fosiety, of which
they muft have been the bane and the reproach, without this
humane interpofition.
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America, where the firlt hoflilities had been commit-
ted, and where the firongelt impreflion could be
made . a detachment of two regiments was fent thi-
ther under the conduét of General Abercrombie . ap-
pointed as fucceflor to General Shirley , whom they
recalled as a perfon no ways qualified to condu&
military operations: nor, indeed, could any fuccefs
in war be expe@ed from a man who had not been
trained to arms, nor ever acted but in a civil capacity.
But the command in chief ofall the forces in America
was conferred upon the Earl of Loudoun,anobleman
of amiable character, who had already diftirguithed
himfelfin the fervice of his country. Overand above
this command , he was now appointed governor of
Virginia, and colonel of a royal American reg'ment,
confifting of four battalions, to be raifed in that coun-
try, and difciplined by officers of experience , invited
from foreign fervice. IVMr. Abercrombie fet fail
for America in IMarch; but the Earl of Loudoun, who
directed in chief the plan of operations.and was vefted
with power and authority little inferior to. thafe of
a viceroy, did not embark till thelatter end of May.
§ XXVII. All thefe previous meafures being tzken,
his Majefty , in the courfe of the fame month ,
thought proper to publith a declaration of war’
When the Frenchambsflador returned to London, he
propofed that orders fhould be immediate'y difpatched to the
Englith governors in America, with exprefs orders to defift from
any new undertaking , and all acts of hoftilicy ; but with regard
to the lands on the Ohio, to put, withoutdelay, matters on the
fame footing in which they flood before the late war, that the
refpective claims of both nations might be amicab'y referred to
the commiflaries at Paris. The Britith court agreed to the ceffa-
tion of heftilities , and the difcuffion ofche difputes by the mi-
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againft the French King, importing , that, fince the

3 treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle , the ufurpations and HEN
nifters of thetwo crowns,on condition thatall the poffeilions in i V

4 America fhould be previoufly putin the fituation prefcribed by i

- the treaty of Utrecht, confirmed by that of Aix.la-Chapelle.

The French minifiry, inftead of complying with this condi-
tion produced 2n evafive draft of a preliminary convention, and
this was anfwered by a counter-propofal : Atlength the ambaffa.
dor of France demanded, as preliminary conditions, that Great.
Britain would renounce all claim to the fouth-coaft of theriver

. St. Laurence, and the lakes that difcharge them{elvesinto that
1 river; cede to the French twenty leagues of country lying along
] the bay of Fundy, which divides Acadia, or Nova-Scotias
| and all the land between the rivers Ohio and Ouabache. A me-

morial was afterwards prelented on the fame {ubject, including
: the affairs of the neutral iflands in the Weft-Indies; but this
i was amply refuted in another piece, in which the Britifh minifiry
: obferved , that even at the very opening of the commiilion
),, eftablifhed in Paris, for terminating amicably the difputes in
i North-America, the French invaded Nova-Scotia, eretted
‘, three forts in the heart of that provinge, and would have
i deftroyed the Englifh fettlement at Hallifax, had notthey been
0 prevented : That the like hoftilities were committed upon his
| Britannic Majefty’s fubjects on the Ohio and Indian lakes,where
[ the governors appointed by the French King, withoutany

fhadow of right, prohibited the Englifh from trading; feized
: their tradersby force , and {entthem prifoners to France ; in-
b vaded the territories of Virginia, attacked a fort that covered
its frontier, and, to fecure their ufurpations , erected, with
an armed force, a chain of forts on the lands which they had
‘ invaded : That his Britannic DMajefty had camplained of chele
hoftilities to the court of Verfailles , but without effet; fo
that he found himfelf obliged to provida for the fecurity of his
{ubjeéts; and as theencroachments made by France were hof-
tile, it could never be unlawful, or irreconcileable with the
affurance of his Majefty’s peacable cifpofition , torepel an ag-
greflor ; and that the {ame motive of {elf-defence had forcad
him to feize the French fhips and failors , in order to deprive
that court of the means of making an invafion with which their
minitters in all the courts of Europe had menaced England. :
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encroachments made upon the Britifh territories in
America had been notorious: That his Britannic
Majefty bad, in divers ferious reprefentations to the
court of Verfailles, complained of thefe repeated
adts of violence, and demanded fatisfaction ; but
notwithltanding the repeated affurances given
by the French King , that every thing fhould be fet.
tled agreeably to the treatics fubfiiting between
the two ;crowns, and particularly that the evacua-
tion of the four neutral iflands in the Welt - Indies
fhiould be effected , theexecution of thefe aflurances,
and of the treaties on which they were founded ,
had becn evaded under the moft frivolou: pretences:
That the unjuftifiable practices of the French gover.
nors, and officers acting under theirauthority, were
full continued, until they broke out inopen ads
of boflility, in the year one thoufand feven bundred
and fifty-four; when, in time of profound peace,
without any declaration of war without any
previous notice given , or application made, a
body of French troops, commanded by an officer
bearing the French King's commiffion, attacked in
an hoftile manner, and took pofleffion of, an Englifh
fort on the river Ohioin North-America. That great
naval armaments were prepared in the ports of
France, and a confiderable body of French troops
embarked for that country: That although the
French ambaffador was fent back to Hogland with
fpecious profeflions of adefire to accommodate thefe
differences, it appeared their real defign was only
to amufe and gain time for the paffage of thefe
fupplies and re - enforcements, which they hoped
would {fecure the luperiority of the French forces
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in America, and enable them to carry their am-
bitious and oppreflive projects into execution :
That, in confequence of the juft and neceflary
meafures taken by the King of Great - Britain for
perventing the fuccels of fuch a dangerous defign,
the French ambaflador was immediately recalled
from England, the fortifications of Dunkirk were
enlarged , great bodies of troops marched down to
the fea-coalts of France, and the Britith dominions
threatencd withan invalion: Thatthough the Kiag
of England, in order to fruftrate thefe intentions ,
had given orders for feizing at fea the (hips of the
French King and his fubjeds, yet he had hitherto
contented himfelf with detaining thofe fhips which
had been taken, and preferving their cargoes entire;
without proceeding to confifcation ; but it being
atlalt evident, from the hoftile invafion of Minorea,
that the court of Verfailles was determined to reject
all propofals of accommodation, and carry on the
war with the utmolt violence, hist Bricannic

Majefty could no longer confiltently with the

honor of his crown, and the wellfare of his
fubjedts, remain within thofe bounds, which, from
a defire of peace, he had hitherto obferved. A
denunciation of war followed in the ufual form, and
was concluded with an affurance, that all the
French fubjects refiding in Great - Britain and
Ireland, who [hould demean themfelves duatifully
to the governmeat, might depend upon its pro-
tection, and be fafe io their perfons and effeés.

§ XXVIIL In the beginning of June the French
King declared war ‘in his turn againft his Britan.
nic Majelty , and his declaration was couched
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in terms of uncommon afperity. He artfully threw
a hade over the beginning of hoftilities in North-
America, referring to a memorial which had been
delivered to the feveral courts of Europe, con-
taining a fummary of thofe fa@s which related to
the prefent war, and the negociations by whichit
bad been preceded. He infifted on the attack
made by the King of England, in the year one
thoufand feven hundred and fifty-four, on the
Freach pofleffions in’ North-America ; and after-
wards by the Englith navy on the navigation and
commerce of the French fubjets, in contempt of
the law of nations, and dire& viclation of treaties.
He complained that the French foldigrs and failors
underwent the harfhelt treatment in the Britifh
ifles, exceeding thofe bounds which are prefcribed
to the moft rigorous rights of war, by the law
of nature, and common humanity. He affirmed,
that while the Englifh miniftry , under the appear-
ance of fincerity, impofed upon the French am-
baffador with falfe proteltations, orders diametri-
cally oppofite to thefe deceitful affurances of a
fpeedy accommodation were adtually carrying
into execution in North-America: That while the
court of London employed every caballing art,
and fquandered away the {fubfidies of England, to
inftigate other powers againft France, his moft
Chriftian Majefty did not even alk of thele powers
the fuccours which guarantees and defenfive treaties
authorized him to demand: but recommended to
them fuch meafures only as tended to their own
peace and fecurity : That while the Englilh navy,
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by the moft odious violences, and fometimes by
the vilefi artifices, made capturesof French veffels,
navigating in full fecurity under the fafeguard of

.public faith; his moft Chriftian Majelty releafed

an Enghfh frigate taken by a French fquadron,
and Britith veffels traded to the ports of France
without moleftation: That the ftriking contraft form-
ed by thefe different methods of proceeding would
convince all Europe, that one court was guided
by motives of jealoufly, ambition, and avarice, and
that the conduct of the other wasfounded on prin-
ciples of honor, juftice, and moderation : That
the vague imputations contained in the King of
England’s declaration, had in reality no foundation;
and the very manner in which they were fet forth
would prove their futility and fallhood : That the
men ion made of the works at Dunkirk, and the
troops allembled on the coalts of the ocean, implied
the moft grofs attempt to deceive mankind into a
belief, that thefe were the points which determined
the King of England to iflue orders for feizing the
French veflels; whereas, the works at Dunkirk
were not begun till after two French fhips of war
had been taken by an Englith fquadron; and
depredations had been committed fix months upon
the fubje@s of France before the firlt battalions
began their march for the fea-fide. Inaword, the
molt Chriftian King, laying afide that politenels
and decorum on which his people value themfelves
above all the nationsupon the face of the earth, very
roundly taxes his brother monarch’s adminiftration
with piracy , perfidy, inhumanity, and deceit. A
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charee conveyed In fuch reproachfulterms, againft
one of the moft refpectable crowned heads in Europe,
will appear the more extraordinary and mjurious, if
we confider that the accufers were well acquainted
with the falficy of their own imputations, and at the
fame time confcious of having practifed thole very
arts which they affected fo much to decry. Foralter
all, it muft be allowed, that nothing could be jultly
urged againft the Enghth government, with refpect
to France, except the omiffion ofa mere form , which
other nations might interpret into an nregularity,
but could not confirue into perfidious dealing, as the
French had previoufly violated the peace by their
infolence and encroachments.

§ XXIX. Whatever might have been the opinion
of other nations, certain it is, the fubjeds of Great-
Britain heartily approved of the holtilities committed
and 1ntended againft a people, whom they have al-
ways confidered as their natural enemies, and the in-
cendiaries of Europe. They chearfully contributed
to the expenfe of armaments *, and feemed to
approve of their deftination, in hopesof being able
to wipe off the difgraces they had fuftained in the
defeat of Braddock, and the lofs of Minorca.
The lalt event made a deep impreflion upon the
minds of the community. An addrefs was prefented
to the King by the lord-mayor , aldermen, and com-
mon coum:il of London, containing ftrong hints to

immediately afier the declaration of war, the French thips
and cargoes which had been taken were tried, and condemned
as legal prizes, expofed to public fale , and their produce lodg-
ed in the Bank; butin what manner this money amounting to a

large fum, was diftributed or employed, we have not been able
to difcover. the
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the difadvantage of the miniftry. They exprefled
their apprebenfion , that rhe lofs of the i Important
fortrefs of St. Philip and ifland of Minorca, poffef-
fions of the utmolt confequence to the commerce
and naval {trength of Great- Britain, without any
attempt by timely and effectual fuccours to prevent
or defeat an attack, after fuch early notice of the
enemy’s intentions, and when his Majefly’s navy
was fo evid cwrly fuperior to theirs, would be an
indelible reproach on the honor of the Britifh nation.
They expatiated upon the imminent danger to
which the Britith pofleffions in America were ex-
pofed, by the mifmanagement and delays which had
attended  the defence of thofe invaluable colonies,
the obje@ of the prefent war, the principal fource
of the wealth and firength of timfﬂmnnaome They
lamented the want of a conftitutional well: regulated
militia, the moft natural and certain defence againft
all inva ('cm whatfoever. They fignified their hope,
that the authors of the late lofles and difappointments
would be detedted, and brought'to condign punifh-

ment ; that his Majefty’s known intentions of pro-

teing and defending his fuby‘&% in their rights and
pofklimm might be faithfully and vigoroufly carried
into execution ; and the large fupplies , fo neceflarily
demanded, and fo chearfully granted, might be
religioufly applied to the defence of thefe E;mr-domc
their colonies, and their commerce , as well as o
the annoyance of their inveterate and perfidious
enemies, the only fure means of obtaining a lafting
and honorable peace. In anfwer to this arlrlrc s the
King affured them, thathe would not fail to do juftice
Vier. Vs ' Aa

CHAP.

1756




BOOK
1Ir,
1756,

354 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

upon any perfons who fhould have been wanting
in their duty to him and their country; to enforce
obedience and difcipline in his fleets and armies ; and
to fupport the authority and refpe@ due to his go-
vernment. Remonfirances of the fame kind were
prefented by different counties and corporations;
and the populace clamored aloud for inquiry and
juftice.

§ XXX. The firft vi¢tim offered to the enraged
multitude was the unfortunate General Fowke, who
had been deputy - governor of Gibraltar, and be-
haved with remarkable condu@ and integrity in the
exercife of that important office, till that period,
when he fell under the difpleafure of the govern-
ment. He was now brought to trial before a board
of general officers , and accufed of baving difobeyed
the orders he had received from the fecretary at war
i three fucceffive letters *, touching the relief of

* To Lieut. Gen. Fowke, or, in bis abfence , tothe Com-
maider in Chief in bis Majefty's garrifon of Gibraltar.
SIR, War- Office , March. 21, 1756.
I Am commanded to acquaint vou , that it is his Maijelty’s
pleafure thac you receive into your garrifon Lord Eobert
Bertie’s regiment , to do duty there; and in cale you fhould
apprehend that the French intend to make any attempt upon
his Majefty’s ifland of Minorca, it is his Majefty’s pleafure,
that you make a detachment out of the troops in your garrifon
equai to a bartalion , to be commanded by a lieutenant colonel
and major ; fuch lieutenant - colonel and major to be the eldeft
in your garrifon, to be put on board che flect for the relief of
Minorca ,as the Admiral fhal! think expedient, who is to carry
them to the faid ifland. lam,

Your humble fervant, B,
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Minorca. Mr.Fowkealledged in his own defence,
that the orders were confufed and contraditory ,
and implied a difcretionary power: that the whole

To Lieut. Gen. Fowke , or, iz bis abfence , 20 the Commaite
der in Chief ar Gibraltar.
SIR, Var - Office , March 26, 1756,
Tam commanded to acquaint you. that it is his Majefty’s plea-
fure , in cale the ifland of Minorca fhould be in any likelihood
of being attacked , that you make a detachment from the
troops in your garrifon equal to a battalion , commanded by a
lieutenant - colonel and major, for the relief of that place , to
be put on board the fleet, at the difpofition ofthe Admiral : fuch
lieutenant - colonel and major to be the eldeftin your garrifons
To Lieut. Gen. Fowke , or in bis abfence , to the Commander
in Chbief in bis Majefly's garrifon in Gibraltar.
SIR, War- Office, April 1, 1756.
IT is his Majefty’s pleafure, that you receive into your
garrifon the women and children belonging to Lord Robert
Bertie’s regiment.
To Lieut. Gen. Yowke, or the Commander in Chief a¢ Gibraltar,
SIR, War - Office, May 12, 1956.
1 Wrote to you by General Stewart: if that order is not com=
plied with , then you are now to makea detachment of feven
hundred men out of your own regiment and Guife's; and alfo
another detachment out of Pulteney’s and Panmure’s regiments,
and {end them on board the Heet for the relief of Mahon. Bue
if that crder ha: been complied with, then you are to make only
one detachment of feven hundred men, to be commanded by
another lieutenant-colonel and major, and to fend it to Mahon 3
and you a-¢ alfo to detain all fuch empty veflels as fhall come
into your harbour , and keep them in rcadinefs for any further
tran{porta ion of troops. I have alfo his royal highnef: the Duke
of Cumberiand’s commands, to defire that you will keep your
gariiton as alert as poflible,, during this critica! time, and give
fuch other afTiftznce as may be in your sower for the relief of
Minorca ; taking care, however, not to fatigue or endanger your
own garrifons. Aa 2
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number of his garrifon did not exceed two thoufand
fix hundred men, after he had fpared two hundred
and feventy-five to the fhips commanded by Vr. Ed.
gccm‘an' }"—lt the ordinary duty of the garrifon re-
quiring eight 1dred men, the whole number was
not {uffic c"" for three rel |=i°: that, if he had deta-
ched a battalion on board the fleet, he [hould not
have had above two reliefs, at a time when he be-
leved the place was in danger of being attacked, for
good reafons, which. he did not think himfelf at li-
berty to mention: that his orders being doubtful
he held a council of war, which was of opinion, that
as undoubted inteiiigence was received of the French
army’s being landed at Vinorca, to the number of
between thirteen and fixteen thoufand men, and that
a French fquadron of fixteen fhips was ftationed off
the harbour, the fending a detachment equal to a
battalion from Gibraltaf would be an ineffeGtual fup-
ply for the relief of the place, and a weakening of
the garrifon from which they muft be fent. He ob-
ferved, that fuppofing the orders to have been pofi-
tive, and feven hundred men detached to Minorca,
the number remaining at Gibraltar would not lnve
exceeded one thouland five hundred and fifty-fix :
deduction of feven bundred more, according to t!';
order of Vay the twelfth , would have left a re-
mainder of eight hundred and fifty -fix: that the men
daily on duty in the garrifon, including artificers and

labores in the King’s works, amounted to eight hun-
dred and thirty-nine ; fo thatif he had complied with
the orders as they arrived, he would not have had
more than IC\'L’nteeﬂ men overand abO\"U the ildlnbcr

e . BBl
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neceflary for t‘:.e chr?y work of the garrifon: thus,

the important fortrels of Gibraltar mu{i, at this cri-
tical conjua-,luh, have been left almoft naked and
defencelefs to the attempts of the enemy ; and had
thofe detachments been actually fent aboard, 1caf-
terv-“wc{s appeared that they could not have been
landed on the ifland of Minorca. The order tranf-
mitted to General Fowke to detain all :.mk;tf vellels,
for a further tran[portation of troops, feems to have
been fuperfluous ; for it can hardly be fuppofed he
could have occafion for them, unlefs to embark the
whole garrifon , and abandon the place. It fcems
likewife to have been unneceflary to exhort the ge-
neral to keep his garrifon as ale
that critical time; inafimuch as it would hwe beer

impoflible for the men to have enjoved the leaft re-
pﬁi'c or intermilfion of duty, had the orders been
pm,m% fly and literally obeyed. What other afhii-
ance it might have been in the governor's power to
give for the relief of Minorca, oriin what manner he

rt as polli b (‘urizw

(,(mlfl avold fatiguing his garrifon, while there was
an impolflibility of f»"‘lf*vin'»“ the guards, it is not eafy
to comprehend. that as it may, when the trial
was finithed, and Le ueftion put to Lqmt or fuf-
pm' for one year, l-e court was Cﬁl}..u ly mv'med;
and in fuch cafes tize cafting vote being velted in the
v it into the fcale u:a,nﬁ the pri-
to difmifs from

._)

prefident, he thre

foner, whom his 'hjcﬂy thoughtfit t
his fervice.

§ XXXI. The expedtation of the public was now
eagerly turned towards America, the chief if not
the fole fcene of our military operations. On the
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twenty - fifth day of June, IVIr. Abercrombie arrived
at Albany , the frontier of New- York, and allumed
the command of the forces there nﬁemblcd confif
ting of tw o regiments which had ferved under Brad.
dock, two battalions raifed in America , two regi-

ments now tranfported from England, four |mh,pend-
ent companies which had been many years maintain-
ed inNew- York, the New-Jerfey regiment, four
companies levied in North - Carolina, and a body of
provincial forces raifed by the government of News
England. Thofe to the fouthward, including Penn-
fylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, had not yet de-
termined on any regular plan of operation, and were
moreover hard preflfed in defending their weftern
frontier from the French and Indians who, in [kulk.
ing parties. made fudden irruptions upon their un-
guarded fettleents , burning , plundering , and
maflacring with the moft favage inhumanity. As
for South - Carolina, the proportion of negro - flaves
to the number of whne inhabitans was fo great in
that colony, that the government could not, with
any regard to the fafety of the province, fpare any
re -enforcement for the general enterprife. The plan
of this undertaking had been fettled the preceding
year in a council of war held at New - York. There
it was refolved ro attack the fort of Nne:am fituat-
ed between the lakes Ontario and Erie, in order to
cut off the communication between Canada and
Louifiana, and prevent the French from fupporting
their new fortreffes on the Ohio; to reduce Ticon-
deroga and Crown-Point , fo that the frontier of
New - York might be delivered from the danger of
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an invafion, and Great- Britain become mafter of
the lake Champlain, over which the forces might
be tranfported in any future attempt: to befiege Fort
Du Quefne upon the Obio; and to detach a body of
troops by the river Kennebec, to alarm the capital
of Canada. This plan was too extenfive for the num-
ber of troops which had been prepared: the feafon
was too far advanced before the regiments arrived
from England, the different colonies were divided
in their opinions, and Mr. Abercrombie poftponed
the execution of any important fcheme till the arrival
of Lord Loudoun, who was daily expected. The
reafons that delayed the re-enforcement, and de-
tained his lordfhip fo long, we do not pretend to
explain ; though we may be allowed to obferve,
that many fair opportunities have been loft, by the
negle@ and procraftination of an Englifh miniftry.
Certain itis, the unaccountable delay of this arma-
ment rendered it ufelefs for a whole year, afforded
time and leifure to the enemy to take their precau-
tions againft any fubfequent attack, and, in the
mean time , to proceed unmalefted in diltrefling the
Britith fettlements. FEven before this period, they
had attacked and reduced a fmall poft in the country
of the Five-Nations , occupied by twenty - five Hng-
lilbmen, who were cruelly butchered to a man, in
the midft of thofe Indians whom Great- Britain had
long numbered among her allies.

§ XXXII. Soon after this expedition, having re-
ceived intelligence that a confiderable convoy of
provifions and ftores, for the garrifon of Ofwego,
would in a little time fet out from Schenectady , and

Aag

CHAP,

V.
1756»




366 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

B0 0 X be conveyed in batteaux up the river Onondaga,
1. they formed an ambufcade among the woods and
1756, thickets on the north - fide of that river; but under-

fitanding the convoy had pafled before they reached
the place, they refolved to wait the return of the de-
tachment. Their defign, however, was fruftrated
by the vigilance and valor of Colonel Bradfireet,
who expected fuch an attempt, and had taken his
fures accordingly. On the third day of July,
while he ftemmed the ftream of the river, with his
batteaux formed into three divifions, they were fa-
luted with the Indian war.whoop, and a general
difcharge of muflquetry from the north - thore. Brad-
fireet immediately ordered his men to land on the
oppofite bank, and with a few of the foremoft took
poﬁ flion of a irm I ifland, where he was forthwith
attacked by a party of the enemy, who had forded
the river for that purpofe; but thefe were foon res
pulfed. Another body having paffed a mile higher,
he advanced to them at the head of two hundred
men, and fellupon them, {fword in hand, with fuch
vigor, that many were killed on the fpot, and the
relt driven into the river with fuch precipitation,
that-a confiderable number of them were drowned.
Having received information that a third body of
them had paffed at a ford {till higher, he marched
thither without hefitation , and purfued them to the
other fide , where they were entirely routed and dife
perfed. In thisaction, which lafted near three hours,
about feventy of the batteau-men were killed or
wounded, but the enemy loft double the number
killed, and above feventy taken prifoners, . In all
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probability the whole detachment of the French,
amom.tmg tofeven hundred men, would have been
cut off, had not a heavy rain interpofed, and difabled
Colonel Bradftreet from following his blow ; for that
fame night he was joined by Captain Patten with his
grenadiers, in his march from Oneida to Ofwego,
and next morning re-enforced with two hundred
men, detached to his affitance from the garrifon of

Ofwego, but by this time the rivulets were fo (wel-

- led b; the rain, that it was found impracticable to

purfue the enemy through the woods and thickets.
Patten and his gren nadiers accompanied the detach-
ment to Ofwcs{'), \xhn‘ﬂ Bradftreet purfued hisvo-
yage to Schene@ady, from whence he repaired to
Al bany, and communicated to General Abercroms
bie the intelligence he had received from the prifo-
ners, that a large body of the enemy were encamped
on the ealtern fide of the lake Ontario, provided with
artillery, and all other implements, to befiege the
fort of Ofwego.

§ XXXIIL In confequence of this information
Major- General Webb was ordered to hold himfelf
in readinefls to march with one regiment to the relief
of that garrifon ; but, before they could be provided
with neceflaries, the ‘L*arl of Loudoun arrived at the
head - quarters at Albany, on the twenty - ninth day

fJuly. The army at this timeis faid to have con-
fited of regular troops to the number of two thou-
fand fix handred , about feven thoufand provincials,
fuppofed tobe in readinels to march from Fort Wil
liam- Henry , under the command of General Winf
low , over and above a confiderable number of
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batteau-men at Albany and Schene@ady. The gar
rifon at Ofwego amounted to fourteen-hundred fol=
diers, belides three hundred workmen and failors,
eitherin the fort, or pofted in fmall parties between
the fort and place called Burnet’s field | to fecure a
fafe paffage through the country of the Six-Nations,
upon whefe friend[hip there was no longer any re-
liance. By the beft accounts received of the enemy’s
force, they had about three thoufand men at Crown.
Point and Ticonderoga upon the lake Champlain:
but their chief rength was colleted upon the banks
of the lake Ontario , where their purpofe undoubted-
ly was to reduce the Englifh fort at Olwego. The
immediate objec, thereiore, of Lord Loudoun’s at.
tention was the relief of this place; but his defign
was firenuoully oppofed by the province of New-
York, and other northern governments,, who were
much more intent upon the redu&ion of Crowa-
Point, and the fecurity oftheir own frontiers, which
they apprehended was connected with this conquett.
They infilled upon Winflow's being joined by fome
regiments of regular troops betore he thould march
againft this fortrefs; and Ripulated that a body of
referve (hould be detained at Albany, for the defence
of that frontier, in cafe Winflow (hould fail in his
enterprife and be defeated. At length they agreed,
that the regiment which Mr. Abercrombie had def-
tined for that purpofe (hould be detached to the re-
lief of Ofwego: and on the twelfth day of Augult
Major General Webb began his march with it from
Albany : but on his arrival at the Carrying - place,
betweenthe Mohock’s river and Wood’s-creek , he
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received the difagreeable news that Ofwego was
taken , and the garrifon made prifoners of war. Mr.
Webb, apprebending himfelf in danger of being
attacked by the befieging army, began immediately
to render the creek impaffable, even to canoes, by
felling trees, and throwing them into the fiream;
while the enemy, ignorant of his numbers, and ap-
prehenfive of a like vifitation from him, took the
very fame method of preventing his approach: in
confequence of this apprehenfion, he was permitted
to retire unmolefted.

§ XXXIV. The lofs of the two fmall forts, called
Ontario and Ofwego, was a confiderable national
misfortune. They were ere@ed on the fouth- fide of
the greatlake Ontario, ftanding on the oppofite fides,
at the mouth of the Onondagoriver, that difcharges
itfelf into the lake, and conflituted a poft of great
importance, where veflels had been buile, to cruife
upon thelake, which is a kind of inland fea, andin-
terrupt the commerce as well as the motions and
defigns of the enemy. The garrifon, as we have al-
ready obferved, confifted of fourteen hundred men,
chiefly militia and new-raifed recruits, under the
command of Lieutenant - Colonel Mercer, an officer
of courage and experience: but the fituation of the
forts was very ill chofen; the materials moftly tim-
ber, or logs of wood; the defences wretchedly con-
trived, and unfinifhed; and, in a word the place al-
together untenable againft any regular approach.
Such were the forts which the enemy wifely refolved
to reduce. Being under no apprehenfion for Crown-
Point, they affembled a body of troops, confifting
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of thirteen hundred regulars, feventeen hundred
Canadians, and a confiderable number of Indian
auxiliaries , under the command of the Marquis de
Mootcalm, a vigilant and enterprifing officer, to
whom the conduct of the fiege was intruflted by the
Marquis de Vaundreuil, governor and lieutenant-
general of New-France. The firft ftep taken by
Niontcalm was to block up Ofwego by water with
two large armed vellels, and poft a firong body of
Canadian- on the road between Albany and the forts,
to cut off all communication of fuccour and intelli-
gence. Inthe mean time, he embarked his arullery
and {toresupon thelake, and landed thew in the bay
of Nixouri, the place ofgeneral rendezvous. Atano-
ther creek , within halfa league of Ofwe‘go. he erecs
teda battery for the protection of his veflels, and on
the twelfth day of Augu(t, at midnight, after his dif-
pofitions had been made, he opened the trenches
before Fort-Oantario. The garrifon having fired away
all their (hells and ammunition, fpiked up the cannon,
and deferting the fore, retired next day acrofs the
river into Ofwego, which was even more expofed
than the other, efpecially when the enemy had taken
poffeflion of Ontario, from whence they immediately
began to fire without intermiffion. Colonel [Viercer
being, on the thirteenth, killed by a cannon - ball,
the fort deflitute of all cover, the officers divided in
opinion, and the garrifon in confufion, they next
day demanded a capitulation, and furrendered pri-
foners of war, on condition that they fhould be ex-
empted from plunder, conducted to Montreal , and
treated with humanity. Thele conditions, however,
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the Marquis did not puncually obferve. The Britith

officers and foldiers were infulted by the favage In-
dians, who robbed them of theirclothes and baggage,
mafiacred feveral'men as they ftood defencelefs on the
parade, aflaflinated Lieutenant De la Court as he ay
wounded in his tent, under the protection of a French
officer, and barbaroufly fcalped all the fick peoplein
the hofpitzl: finally , Montcalm , in dire& violation
of the articles, as well as in contempt of common hu-
manity , delivered up above twenty men of the gar-
rifon to the Indians, in lien of the fame number they
bad loft during the fiege ; and, inall probability, thefe
miferable captives were put to death by thofe barba.
rians with the moft excruciating tortures , according
to the execrable cuftom of the country. Thofe who
countenance the perpetration of cruelties, at which
human natore fhudders with horror, ought to be
branded as infamous to all pofterity. Such, however,
were the trophies that, in the courfe of the American
war , diltinguifhed the operations of a people who
pique themlelves upon politenefs, and the virtues of
bumanity. The prifoners taken at Ofwego , after
having been thus barbaroully treated, were conveyed
in batteaux to Montreal, where they had no reafon
to complain of their reception ; and, before the end
of the year, they were exchanged. The victors im«
mediately demolifhed the two forts {ifthey deferved
that denomination ) in which they found one hun-
dred and twenty - one pieces of artillery, fourteen
mortars, with a great quantity of anununition, war-
like ftores, and ';)mw“f;.)n, befides two floops, and
two hundred batteaux, which likewiic feilinto thelr
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hands. Such an important magazine, depofited in a

place altogether indefenfible, and without the reach

of immediate fuccour, wasa flagrant proof of egre-
ious folly , temerity , and mifcondud.

§ XXXV. The Earl of Loudoun finding the fea-
fon too far advanced to admit of any enterprife
againft the enemy , exerted all his endeavours in
making preparations for an early campaign in the
fpring, in fecuring the frontiers of the Engli(h colo-
nies, in forming an uniform plan of actien, and pro-
moting a {pirit of harmony among the different go-
vernments, which had been long divided by jarring
interefts, and other fources of diffenfion. Mean
while, the forts Edward and William.Henry were put
ina proper pofture of defence, and fecured with nu-
merous garrifons; and the forces putinto winter-quar-
ters at Albany , where comfortable barracks were
built forthat purpofle. Fort- Granville, on the con-
fines of Pennfylvania, an inconfiderable blockhoufe,
was furprifed by a party of French and Indians, who
made the garrifon prifoners, confifting of two -and-
twenty foldiers, with a few women and children.
Thele they loaded with flour and provifion, and
drove into captivity, but the fort they reduced to
athes. Many fhocking murders were perpetrated
upon defencelefs people, without diftin&tion of age
orfex, in different parts of the frontiers: but thefe
outrages were in fome meafure balanced by the ad-
vantages relulting from a treaty of peace, which the
governor of Pennfylvauia concluded with the De-
lJaware Indians, a powerful tribe that dwell upon the
river Safquehanna, forming, as it were, a line along
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the fouthern (kirts of the province. At the fame time
the governor of Virginia fecured the frieadfhip and
alliance of the Cherokees and Catawbas, two po-v-
erful nations adjoining to that colony, who were
able to bring three thoufand fighting men into the
field. All thefe circumftances confidered, Great-
Britain had reafon to expe& that the enfuing cam-
paign would be vigoroufly profecuted in America,
efpecially as a freih re- enforcement of troops, with
a great fupply of warlike ftores was fent to that coun-
try in fourteen tranfports , under convoy of two fhips
of war, which failed from Cork, in ireland, about
the beginning of November.

§ XXXVI No adlion of great importance diftin-
guifbed the naval tran factions of this year on the fide
of America. In the beginning of June, Captain,
Spry, who commanded a [mall fquadron, cruifing
off Louifbourg, in the ifland of Cape- Breton, took
the Arcen Ciel, aFrench fhip of filty guns, having
on board near fix hundred men, witha large quan-
tity of [tores and provifions for the garrifon. He like-
wife made prize of another French (hip, with feven-
ty foldiers, two hundred barrels of powder, two
large brafs mortars, and other {tores of the like defti-
nation. On the twenty - feventh day of July , Com-
modore Holmes, be'ng in the fame latitnde, with
two large {hips and a couple of floops, engaged two
French fhips of the lineand four frigates, and obliged
them to theer off, after an obftinate difpute. A great
number of privateers were equipped in this country,
as well as in the Welt-India iflands belonging to the
crown of Great- Britain; and as thofe feas fwarmed
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with French vellels, their cruifes proved very ad-
yvantageous to the adventurers.

§ XXXVII Scenes o?hig.'ncrimportwcrc this year
acted by the Britifh arms in the Eaft- Indies. "The
ceflation of hoftilities between the Englifh and
French companies on the pmmfm of Indus, though
it encouraged IVir. Clive to viiit his native country,
was not of long duration; for ina few months both
fides recommenced their operations, no longer as
auxiliaries to the princes of the country, but as prin-
cipals and rivals , both in arms and commerce.
Major Laurence, who now enjoyed the chief com-
mand of the Englifh forces, obtained divers advan-
tages over the enemy ; and profecuted his fuccefs
with fuch vigor, as, nall probability, would in a
little time have terminated the war according to his
own wifh, when the progrefs of his arms was in-

terrupred and fufpended by an unfortunate event at
C;!lu!::n. , the caufe of which is not eafily explained ¢

for extraordinary pains have been taken to throw
a veil over fome tranfa@ions, from whence this cas
lamity was immedia tcly or remotely derived.

§ XXXVIIL The old Suba or viceroy of I :mgal
Bahar, and Orixa, dying in the month of April, in
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifey - fix,
was fuaux*cd by hisadopted fon, Sur Raja al Dows
lat, a young man of v :clcnt paflions, without prin-
ciple, fortitude, or good faith, who began his ad-
miniftration with ads of perfidy and violence. In
all probability, his defign '-Mmﬂ the Englifh lettles
ments was fuggelted by hn.mp 1C10US dllpofmo. ;00
a belief that they abounded with treafure; as the
pretences

B N T
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pretences which he ufed for commencing hoftilities
were altogether inconfiltent, falfe , and frivolous. In
the month of May, he caufed the Englifh factory at
Caflimbuzar to be invefted, and inviting Mr. Watts,
the chief of the fatory , to a conference, under the
fanction of a fafe-conduct, detained him as prifoner;
then, by means of fraud and force intermingled ,
made himfelf mafter of the factory. This exploit
being achieved , he made no fecret of his defign to
deprive the Englith of all their fettlements. With this

-view he marched to Calcutta, at the head of a nu-

merous army, and invefted the place, which was
thenin no pofture of defence. ;

§ XXXIX. The governor, intimidated by the
number and power of the enemy, abandoned the
fort, and with fome principal perfons refiding in the
fettlement, took refuge on board a hip in the river
carrying along with them their molt valuable effects,
and the books of the company. Thus the defence
of the place devolved to Vir. Holwell, the fecond in
command , who with the afliftance of a few gallan¢
officers, and a very feeble garrifon, maintained i€
with uncommon courage and refolution againﬂ: fe-
veral attacks, vatil he was overpowered by nums
bers, and the enemy had forced their way into the
caftle. 'Then he was obliged to fubmit; and the
Suba, or viceroy, promifed on the word of a foldier,
that noinjury fhould be done to him or his garrifon.
Neverthelefs, they were all driven, to the number
of one hundred and forty - fix perfons of both fexes,
into a place called the Black-Hole-prifon, a cube of
about eighteen feet, walled up to the eaftward and

Vor. V. Bb
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fouthward, the only quarters from which they could
expect the lcaft refrefhing air, and open to the weft-
ward by two windows ftrongly barred with iron,
throngh which there was no perceptible circulation,
Thehumane reader will conceive with horror the
milerable fitvation to which they muft have been
reduced , when thus ftewed up in a clofe {ultry night
under fuch a climate as that of Bengal, efpecially
when he reflecs that many of them were wounded,
and all of them fatigued with hard duty. Tranf-
ported with rage to find themfelves thus barbaroufly
cooped up in a place where they muft be expofed to
fuffocation, thofe haplefs victims endeavoured to
force open the door, that they might rufh upon the
fwords of the barbarians by whom they were fur-
rounded : butall their efforts wete ineffeGtual; the
door was made to open inwards, and being once
fhut upon them, the crowd prefled upon it fo ftrongly
as to render all their endeavours abortive : then they
were overwhelmed with difiraction and defpair. Mr.
Holwell, who had placed himfelf at one of the win-
dows, accofted a Jemmautdaar, or ferjeant of the
Indian guard, and baving endeavoured to excite his
compaflion, by drawing a pathetic picture of their
fufferings,, promifed to gratify him with a thoufand
rapees in the morning, if he could find means to re-
move one half of them into a feparate apartment.
The foldier, allured by the promife of fuch a re-
ward , aflured him he would do his endeavour for
their relief, and retired for that purpofe, butin 2
few minntes returned , and told him that the Suba,
by whofe order alone fuch a ftep could be taken,
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was afleep , and no perfon durft difturb his repofe.
By this time a profufe fweat had broke out on every
individual; and this was attended with an infatiable
thirlt , which became the more intolerable as the
body was drained of its moifture. Inwain thofe mi-
ferable objects firipped themfelves of their clothes,
fquatted down on their hams, and fanned the air
with their hats, to produce a refrefhing undulation.
Many were unable to rife again from this pofture,
but falling down were trod to death , or fuffocated.
The dreadiul fymptom of thirlt was now accompa-
nied with a difficulty of refpiration , and every in-
dividual gafped for breath. Their defpair became
outrageous: againthey attempted to force the door,
and provoke the guard to fire upon them by execra-
tion and abufe. Thecry of © Water! Water!” iffued
from every mouth. Even the Jemmautdaar was
moved to compaflion at their diftrefs. He ordered
his foldiers to bring fome (kins of water ; which fer
ved only to enrage the appetite, and increafe the
general agitation. There was no other way of con.
veying it through the windows but by hats, and this
was rendered ineffetual by the eagernefs and tranf
ports of the wretched priloners, who at fight of it’
ftruggled and raved eveninto fits of delirium. In
confequence of thefe contelts, very little reached

thofe who ftood neareft the windows, while the

reft, at the farther end of the prifon, were totally

excluded from all relief, and continued calling upou

their friends for affillance, and conjuring them by

all the tender ties of pity and affe@ion. To thofe

who were indulged, it proved pernicious; for, inftead

Bb 2
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of allaying their thirft, it enraged their impatience
for more. The confufion became general and horrid;
all was clamor and conteft; thofe who were at a
diftance endeavoured to force their paffage to the
window , and the weak were prelfed down to the
ground , never to rife again. The inhuman ruffians
without derived entertainment from their mifery :
they fupplied the prifoners with more water, and held
up lights clofe to the bars, that they might enjoy the
inhuman pleafure of feeing them fight for the bane-
ful indulgence. Mr. Holwell feeing all his particular
friends lying dead around him, and trampled upon
by the living , finding himfelf wedged up fo clofe as
to be deprived of all motion, begged, as the laft in-
ftance of their regard, that they would remove the
preflure, and allow him to retire from the window,
that he might die in quiet. Even in thofe dreadful
circumftances , which might be fuppofed to have
levelled all diftinction, the poor delirious wretches
manifefted a refpect for his rank and chara®er : they
forthwith gave way, and he forced his paffage into
the centre of the place , which was not crowded fo
much, becaufe , by this time, about one third of the
pumber had perifhed, and lay in little compafs on the
floor , while the reft fiill crowded to both windows.
He retired to a platform at the farther end of the
room, and lying down upon fome of his dead friends,
recommended his foul to heaven. Here his thirft
grew infupportable; his difficulty in breathing in-
creafed , and he was feized witha ftrong palpitation,
Thefe violent fymptoms, which he could not bear,
urged him to make another effort : he forced his way
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back to the window, and cried aloud, « Water?!
for God’s fake!” He had been fuppofed already
dead by his wretched companions, but finding him
ftill alive,they exhibited another extraordinary proof
of tendernefs and regard to his perfon: * Give him
water,” they cried ; nor would one of them attempt
to touch it until he had drank. He now breathed
more freely, and the palpitation ceafed : but finding
himfelf ftill more thirfty after drinking, he abftain-
ed from water, and moiftened his mouth from time to
time , by fucking the perfpiration from his [hirt-flee-
ves *. The miferable prifoners, perceiving that water
rather aggravated than relieved their diftrefls, grew
clamorous for air, and repeated their infults to the
guard, loading the Suba and his governor with the
moft virulent reproach. From railing, they had re-
courfe to prayer, befeeching heaven to put an and to
their mifery. They now began to drop on all haands;
but thena {team arole from the living, and the dead,
as pungent and volatile as {pirit of hartfhorn; fo that
all who could not approach the windows were fuf-
focated. [Vir. Holwell being weary of life , retired
once more to the platform, and firetcched himfelt by
the Rev. Vir. Jervas-Bellamy , who, together with
his fon, a licutenant, lay dead in each others em-
brace. Inthis fituation he was foon deprived offenfe,
and lay to all appearance dead till day broke,when his
body was difcovered , and removed by his furviving

¢ Inhis defpair of ubtaining watzr, this unhappy gentleman
had artempted to drink his own urine ; but found it intolerably
bitter; whereas the moifture that flowed from the pores of his
body was fofc, pleafant, and refrething.
Bbs
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{riends to one of the windows, where the frefh air
revived him, and he was reftored to his fight and fen-
fes. The Suba, atlaft, being informed that the grea-
ter part of the prifoners were [offocated , inquired
if the chief was alive ; and being anfwered in the
affirmative, fent an order for their immediate releafe,
when no more than twenty -three furvived of a
hundred and forty - fix who had entered alive.

§ XL. Norwas the late deliverance, even of thefe
few, owing to any fentiment of compaffion in the
viceroy. He had recetved intimation ,* that there was
a confiderable treaflure fecreted in the fort, and that
Mr. Holwell knew the place where it was depofited,
That gentleman, who, with bis furviving compa-
nions, had been feized with a putrid fever, imme-
diately upon their releafe , was dragged in that con.
dition before the inhuman Suba, who queltioned
him about the treafure, which exifted no where but
in his own imagination ; and would give no credit
to his proteftations, when he folemnly declared he
knew of vo fuch depofit. Mr. Holwell and three of
his friends were loaded with fetters, and conveyed
three miles to the Indian camp, where they lay all
night, expofed to afevererain: next morning they
were brought back to town, [ill manacled, under
the fcorching beams of a fun intenfely hot; and muft
infallibly have expired, had not nature expelled the
fever in large painful boils, that covered almoft the
whole body. In this pitecous condition they were
embarked in an open boat for Muxadavad, the ca-
pital of Bengal, and underwent fuch cruel treatment
and mifery in their paflage, as would fhock the
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humane reader, fhould he perufe the particulars. At
Muxadavad they were led through the city in chains,
as afpectacle to the inhabitants, lodged in an open
ftable, and treated for fome days as the worlt of cri-
minals. At length the Suba’s grandmother inter-
pofed her mediation in their behaif; and as that
prince was by this time convinced that there was no
treafure concealed at Calcutta, he ordered them to

‘be fet at liberty. When fome of his fycophants oppo-

fed this indulgence, reprefenting that Vir. Holwelil
had Rill enovgh left to pay a confiderable ranfom,
he replied with fome marks of compunclion and ge-
nerofity , ©1f he has any thing left, let him keepit:
« his fufferings have been great: he (hall have his
« liberty. ” Mr. Holwell and bis friends were no
fooner unfettered , than they took water for the
Dutch Tankfall or mint, in the neighbourhood of
the city , where they were received with great ten-
dernefs and humanity. Thereader, we hope, wiil
excufe us for having thus particularized a tranfaction
fo interelting and extraordinary in allits circum{tan-
ces. The Suba having deftroyed Calcutta, and dif-
peifed the inhabitants, extorted large fums fiom
the French and Dutch facories, that he might dif-
playa {pirit of impartiality againft all the Evropeans,
even in his oppreffion, and returned to his city of
Muxadavad in trinmph. By the redudion of Cal-
cutta , the Englilh Eaft- Tndia company’s affairs were
fo much embroiled in that part of the world, that
perbaps nothing could have retrieved them but the
interpofition of a vational force, and the zood for.
tune of a Clive, whofe enterpriles were always
crowned with fuccels, Bb 4
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§ XLI. Asthe Englifh Eaft-India company had,
for a whole century , beenat a confiderable expenfe
in maintaining a marine force at Bombay , to proted
their [hips from the piracies of the Angrias, who had
rendered themfelves independent princes, and fortie
fied Geriah in that neighbourhood; many unfuc.
cefsful attempts had been made to deftroy their naval
power, and reduce the fortrefs, under which they
always took fhelter. In the year one thoufand feven
hundred and fifty - four, the fleet of Tullagee An.
gria, the reigning prince, attacked three Dutch
fhips of force , which they either took or deftroyed.
Elated with this fuccefs, he boafted that be fhould
ina little time fweep the feas of the Europeans, and
began to build fome large fhips, to re - enforce his
grabs and gallivats, which were the veffels on which
he had formerly depended. Next year his neighbours,
the Mahrattas, having fignified to the prefidency at
Bombay , that they were difpofed to join in the ne-
ceflary fervice of hummbling this common enemy,
fo formidable to the whole Malabar coalt, Commo-
dore James was detached with fome fhips of force to
attack Angria, in conjunction with thofe allies.
They accordingly joined him with feven grabs and
fixty gallivats. They proceeded to the harbour of
Severndroog, where Angria’s fleet lay at anchor :
but they no fooner received mtelligence of his ap-
proach, than they flipped their cables, and fiood
out to fea. He chafed them with all the canvals he
could carry ; but their veflels beipg lighter than his ,
they efcaped ; and he returned to Severndroog,
which 1s a fortrefls {itnated on an ifland within mufket-
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fhot of the main land, ftrongly, but irregulary for-
tified, and mounted with fifty - four pieces of can-
non. ‘There were three other fmall forts on the eon-
tinent, the largeft of which was called Goa. On the
fecond day of April, the Commodore began to bat-
ter aud bombard the ifland, fort, and Fort Goa,
at the fame time. That of Severndroog was fet on
fire; one of the magazines blew up : a general con-
flagration enfued : the garrifon were overwhelmed
with fire and confufion; the Englifh feamen landed
under cover of the fire from the fhips, and took the
place by ftorm with very little lofs. The other forts
were immediately furrendered , and all of thefe by
treaty delivered to the Mabrattas.  On the eighth
of April, the Commodore anchored off Bancote 8
now called Fort Victoria, one of the moft northern
parts of Angria’s dominions , which furrendered
without oppofition, and ftill remains in the hands
of the Englith Kaft- India company, by the confent
ofthe Mahrattas. The harbour is'good, and here
1s a great trade for falt and other commodities fent
hither from Bombay.

§ XLII It was in November following, that the
fquadronunder A dmiral Watfon arrived at Bombay,
where 1t was refolved to give Angria the finithing
ftroke, flill in conjuétion with the Mahrattas. IVlean
while Commodore James was fent to reconnoitre
Geriah, the capital of his dominions, and to found
the depth of the harbour ; a fervice which he fuccefs'-
fully performed. The Admiral being joined by a di-
vifion of fhips, fitted out at the company’s expenfe,
having on board a body of troops commanded
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by Colonel Clive , failed on the feventh day of
February, and found in the neighbourhood of Ge-
riah the Mahratta fleet, confifting of four grabs,
and forty fmaller veffels, called gallivats, lying to
the northward of the place, in a creek called Rajis
pore; and a land -army of horfe and foot,amounting
to feven or eight thoufand men, the whole com-
manded by Rhamagee Punt, who had already taken
one fmall fort, and was actually treating about the
furrender of Geriah.  Angria bimfelf had quitted
the place; but his wife and family remained under
the protection of his brother - in - law; who, being
fummoned to furrender by a meffage from the Ad-
miral , replied, that he would defend the place to
the laft extremity. In confequence of this refufal,
the whole Englifh fleet, in two divifions, failed on
the twelfth day of February into the harbour, and
fultained a warm fire from the enemy’s batteries as
they paffed, as well as from the grabs pofted in the
harbour for that purpofe: this, however, was foon
filenced after the [bips were brought to their flations,
fo as to return the falutation. Between the hours
of four and five in the afternoon , a fhell being
thrown into one of Angria’s armed veffels, fet her
on fire; and the flames communicating to the reft,
they were all deftroyed : between {ix and feven the
fort was fet on fire by another {hell ; and foon after
the firing ceafed on both lides. The Admiral, ful-
pecting that the governor of the place would fur-
render it to the [VMahrattas rather than to the Eng-
lith, difembarked all the troops under Mr. Clive,
that he might be at hand, in cafe of emergency,
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to take poffeflion. In the mean time, the fort was
bombarded ; the line of battle fhips were warped
near enough to batter in breach; and then the Ad-
miral fent an officer, with a flag of truce to the
governor, requiring him to furrender. His propo-
fal being again rejected , the Englith renewed their
fire next day with redoubled vigor. About one
o'clock the magazine of the fort blew up, and at
four the garrifon hung out a white flag for
capitulation.  The parley that enfued proving in-
effectual, the engagement began again, and conti-
nued till fifteen minutes after five: when the white
flag was again difplayed, and now the governor
fubmitted to the terms which were impofed. An-
gria’s flag was immediately hauled down ; and two
Englifh captains taking poffeffion of the fort with
a detachment, forthwith hoifted the Britith enfign.
To thefe captains, whaole names were Buchannan
and Forbes, the Mahrattas offered a bribe of fifty
thoufand rupees , if they would allow them to pafls
their guard, that they might take poffeffion of the
fort for themfelves ; but this offer was rejected with
difdain , and immediately difclofed to Colonel
Clive, who took effectual meafures to frultrate
their defign.  In this place , which was reduced
with very inconfiderable lofs, the conquerors
found above two hundred cannon, f{ix brafs mor-
tars, alarge quantity of ammunition , with money
and effects to the value of one hundred and thirty
thoufand pounds. The fleet which was deliroyed
confifted of eight grabs, one fhip finifhed , two
upon the ftocks, and a good number of gallivats,
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Among the prifoners, the Admiral found Angria’s
wife, children, and mother, towards whom he
demeaned himfelf with great humanity. Three hun.
dred European foldiers , and as many fepoys, were
left to guard the fort; and four of the company’s
armed veflels remained in the harbour for the de-
fence of the place, which was extremely well fituat-
ed for commerce’.

§ XLII[. The Admiral and Vr. Clive failed back
to Madras in triumph, and there another plan was
formed for reftoxmg the company’s affairs upon the
Ganges, recovering Calcutm , and taking venge-
ance on the cruel viceroy of Bengal, In O¢to.
ber they fet fail again for the bottom of the bay ;
and about the beginning of December arrived at
Balafore, in the kingdom of Bengal.  Having crof-
fed the Braces, they proceeded up the river Gan-
ges as far as Falta , where they found Governor
Drake, and the other perfons who had efcaped on
board of the (hips when Calcutta was iavelted.
Colonel Clive was difembarked with his forces

? Whan the Admiral entered theirapartment, thes whole
family fhedding floods of tears fell with their faces to the
ground from which bzing rzifed, the mother of Angria told
him , in a pit-ous tane, the people had no king , fhe nofon,
her dauvghter no hushand, their children no Father. The Ad.
miral repl_ving, “they muft look upon him as their father
€ and their friend: ” the youngelt boy , about fix years of
age, fvized him by the hand, and fobbing exulaimed, * then
 you fhall be my father. *> Mr. Wetfon was fo affected
with this ratheric addrefs, that the tears trickled down his
checks, while he affursd them they might depend upon his
protection and fiiendfhip.
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to attack the fort of Bufbudgia by land, while the
Admiral battered it by fea: but the place being ill
provided with cannon, did not hold out above
an hour after the firing began. This conqueft
being achieved at a very eafy purchafe, two of
the great fhips anchored between Tannay fort and
a battery on the other fide of the river, which were
abandoned before one fhot was difcharged againft
either; thus the paffage was laid open to Calcutta,
the redncion of which we fhall record among the
tranfactions of the enfuing year.

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME.
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