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CICERO being now reduced to the condi- A. Urb. 691.
tion of a private Senator, was to take his place Cic. 45.
on that venerable bench of Confulars, who were  Cofl
juftly reckoned the firft Citizens of the Republic. D- 7UN1US

: ; e . SiLanus,
They delivered their opinions the firft always in L. LICTNT08

the Senate; and commonly determined the opi- Myrena.
nions of the reft: for as they had paffed through
all the public offices, and been converfant in every
branch of the adminiftration, fo their experience
gave them great authority in all debates; and
having little or nothing farther to expec for them-
felves, they were efteemed not only the moft know-
ing, but, generally fpeaking, the moft difinter-
efted of all the other Semators, and to have no
other view in their deliberation, but the peaceand
profperity of the Republic.

This was .a f{tation exactly fuited to Cicero’s
temper and wilhes; he defired no foreign govern-
ments, or command of armies; his province was
the Senate and the Forum; to guard as ic were
the vitals of the empire, and to direé all it’s coun-
fels to their proper end, the general good; and in
this advanced poft of a Confular Senator, as in a
watch-tower of the State, to obferve each threat.
ening cloud and rifing ftorm;’ and"give the alarm
to his felloa-citizens from 'what 'quarter it! was
coming, and by what means it’s effeéts’ might be
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prevented . This, as he frequently intimates,
was the only glory that he fought, the comfort
with which he flattered himfelf, that after a life of
ambition and fatiguc, and a courfe of faithful fer-
vices to the Republic, he fhould enjoy a quiet and
fecure old age, beloved and honored by his coun-
trymen, as the conftant champion and defender of
all their rights and liberties. But he foon found
himfelf miftaken, and before he had quitted his
office, began to feel the weight of that envy,
which is the certain fruit of illuftrious merit: for
the vigor of his Confulfhip had raifed fuch a zeal
and union of all the honeft in the defence of the
- laws, that till this {pirit could be broken, or fub-
fide again, it was in vain for the ambitious to aim
at any power but through the ordinary forms of
the conftitution ; efpecially while he, who was the
foul of that union, continued to flourifh in full cre-
dit at the head of the Senate. He was now there-
fore the common mark not only of all the facious,
againft whom he had declared perpetual war, but
of another party not lefs dangerous, the envious
too; whole united fpleen never left purfuing him
from this moment, till they had driven him out of
that City, which he had fo lately preferved.

The Tribune Metellus began the attack: a fit
leader for the purpofe; who from the nobility of
his birth and the authority of his office, was the
molft likely to flir up fome ill humor againft him,
by infulting and reviling him in all his harangues,
for putting Citizens to death without a trial; inall
which he was. ftrenuoufly fupported by Cefar,
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who pufhed him on likewife to the promulgation
of feveral peftilent laws, which gave great difturb-
ance to the Senate. Cicero had no inclination to
enter into a conteflt with the Tribune, but took
fome pains to make up the matter with him by
the interpofition of the women; particularly of
Claudia, the wife of his brother Metellus, and of
their fifter Mucia, the wife of Pompey: he em-
ployed alfo feveral common friends to perfuade
him to be quiet, and defit from his rafhnefs;
but his anfwer was, that he was too far engaged,
and had put it out of his power *: fo that Ci-
cero had nothing left, but to exert all his vigor
and eloquence to rEpel the infolence of this petu-
lant magiftrate.

Cxfar at the fame time was attachg Catu-
lus with no lefs violence; and being now in pof-
feflion of the Pretorfhip, made it the firlt a& of
his office to call him to an account for embezzling
the public money in rebuilding the Capitol ; and pro-
poled alfo a law, to efface hlS name from the fabric,
and grant the commiflion for finifhing what remain-
ed to Pompey: but the Senate beftirred themfelves
{o warmly in the caufe, that Cxfar was obliged to
drop it’. This experiment convinced the two
magiftrates, that it was not poffible for them to
make head againft the authority of the Senate,
without the ’nelp of Pompey, whom they refolved
therefore by all the.arts of addrefs and flattery to
draw into their meafures. With this view [Me-
tellus publifhed a law, to call him home with his
army in order to {ettle the {tate, and quict the public
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diforders raifed by the temerity of Cicero *; for
by throwing all power into his hands, they hoped
to come in for a fhare of it with him, or to em-
broil him at lealt with the Senate , by exciting
mutual jealoufies between them : but their law
was thought to be of fo dangerous a tendency,
that the Senate changed their habit upon it, as in the
cafe of a public calamity ; and by the help of fome
of the Tribunes, particularly of Cato, refolved to
oppofe it to the utmoft of their power: fo that
as foon as Metellus began to read it to the people,
Cato fnatched it away from him ; and when he pro-
ceeded ftill to pronounce it by heart, Minucius,
another Tribune, ftopt his mouth with his hand.
This threw the affembly into confufion, and raif-
ed great commotions in the City ; till the Senate
finding themfelves fupported by the better fort
of all ranks, came to a new and vigorous refolu-
tion, of {ufpending both Cuxfar and Metellus from
the execution of their offices’. ;

Cxfar refolved at firft to a@ in defiance of
them; but finding a ftrong force prepared to con-
trol him, thought it more advifable to retire,
and referve the trial of arms, till he was better
provided for it: he fhut himfelf up therefore in
his houfe, where, by a prudent and fubmiffive
behaviour he foon made his peace, and got the
decree of their fulpenfion reverfed . But Metellus,
as it was concerted probably between them, fled
away to his brother Pompey”, that by mifrepre-
fenting the ftate of things at home, and offering
every thing on the part of the people, he might
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inftil into him fome prejudices againft the immos
derate power of Cicero and the fenate, and engage
him, if poffible, to declare for the pepular interelt,
Cicero in the mean while publithed an invective
oration againft Metellus, which is mentioned in
his Epiltles under the title of Metellina®: it was
fpoken in the Senate, in anfwer to a {peech which
Metellus had made to the people, and is often
cited by Quintilian and others °, as extant in
their time.

The fenate having gained this victory over
Cefar and Metellus, by obliging the one to fub-
mit, the other to leave the City; Q. Metellus
Celer, who commanded in Cifalpine Gaul, wrote
a peevilh and complaining letter to his friend
Cicero, upon their treating his brother the Tribune
fo feverely: to which Cicero anfwered with that
freedom, which a confcioufnefs of integrity natu-
rally di®ates, yet with all that humanity which
the fincerelt friend(hip infpires, as the reader will
obferve from the letter itfelf, which affords many
inftructive hints both hiftorical and moral.

M. T. Cicero to Q. Metellus Celer, Proconful.

“ You write me word, that confidering our
mutual affection and late reconciliation, you ne-
¢ ver imagined, that you fhould be ‘made the fub-
je&t of public jeft and ridicule by me. I do not
well underftand what you mean; yet guefs
that you have been told, that, when I was [peak
ing oue day in the Senate of many, who were

11
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forry for my having preferved the Republic, I
faid , that certain relations of yours, to whom
you could refufe nothing, had prevailed with
you to fupprels what you had prepared to fay
i the Senate in praife of me: when Ifaid this,
1 added, that in the affair of faving the fate
I had divided the talk with you in fuch a man.
ner, thatl was to fecure the City from inteftine
dangers, you to defend Italy from the open
arms and fecret plots of our enemies; but that
this glorious partnerthip had been broken by
your friends, who were afraid of your making
me the lealt return for the greateft honors and
fervices which you had received from me. In
the fame difcourfe, when I was defcribing the
expectation which 1 had conceived of your
fpeech, and how much I was difappointed by
it, it feemed to divert the houfe, and a mode-
rate laugh enfued; not upon you, but on my
miftake, and the frank and ingenuous confef-
{ion of my defire to be praifed by you. Now
in this, it mult nceds be owned, that nothing
could be faid more honorably towards you,
when in the moft fhining and illuftrious part of
my life, 1 wanted fill to have the teltimony of
your commendation: As to what you fay of
our mutual affection, I do rot know what vou
reckon’ mutual in friendfhip, but I take it to be
this; when we repay the fame good offices
which we receive : Should ! tell you then, that
I gave up my province for your fake, you
might jultly fufpect my fincerity: it fuited my
temper
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temper and circumftances, and I find moré and
more reafon every day to be pleafed with it¢
butthis I can tell you, that I no fooner refigned
it In an aﬂ"embly of the people, than I began to
contrive how to throw it into your hands. I
fay nothing about the manner of drawing yout
lots; but would have you only believe, that
there was nothing done in it by my colleague
without my privity. Pray recollc@ what fols
lowed; how quickly 1 affembled the Senate
after your allotment, how much I faid in favor
of you, when you yourfelf told me, that my
fpeech was not only honorable to you, but
even injurious to your colleagues. Then as to
the decree which paffed that day in the Senate,
it is drawn in {uch a ftrain, that as long as it
fubfifts, my good offices to you can never be
a fecret. After your departure, I defire you
alfo to recolle& what 1 did for you in the fe-
nate, what I faid of you to the people; what
I wrote to you myfelf; and when you have
laid all thefe things together, I leave it to you
to judge, whether at your lalt coming to Rome
you made a fuitable return to them: You
mention a reconeciliation between us; but [ do
not comprehend how a friendfhip can be faid
to be reconciled, which was never interriipted.
As to what you write, that your btother ought
not to have been treated by nie fo roughly for
a word: in the firft place, I beg of you to bes
lieve, that I am exceedingly plealed with thag -

affectionate and fraternal difpofition of yours,

Vor. 1.
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« fo full of humanity and piety; and in the fe-
“ cond, to forgive me if in any cafe I have acted
“ againft your brother, for the fervice of the
Republic, to which no man can be a warmer
friend than myfelf: but if I have been acting
only on the defenfive againft his moft cruel
attacks, you may think yourfelf well ufed, that
1 have never yet troubled you with any com-
plaints againft him. As foon as I found that
he was preparing to turn the whole force of his
Tribunate to my deftruction, I applied myfelf
to your wife Claudia, and your fifter Mucia,
whofe zeal for my fervice I had often experi-
enced, on the account of my familiarity with
Pompey, to diffuade him from that outrage:
but he, as I am fure you have heard, on the
lalt day of the year put fuch an affront upon me
when Conful, and after having faved the State,
“ as had never been offered to any Magiftrate the
“ moft traiteroufly affected, by depriving me of
“ the liberty of {peaking to the people upon lay-
“ ing down my office. But his infult turned on-
¢ ly to my greater honor: for when he would
« not fuffer me to do any thing more than fwear,
« 1 fwore with a loud voice the trueft, as well as
 the nobleft of all oaths: while the people with
acclamations fwore likewife, that my oath was
“ true. After fo fignal an injury, 1 {ent to him
"¢ the very fame day fome of our common friends,
“ to prefs him to defift from his refolution of, pur-
“ fuing me; but his anfwer was, that it was
 not then in his power: for he had faid a few
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days before in a fpeech to the people, that he
who had punifhed others without a hearing,
oughtnot to be fuffered to fpeak for himfelf. Wor-
thy Patriot, and excellent Citizen! to adjudge
the man who had preferved the Senate from a
malffacre, the City from fire, and ltaly from a war,
to the fame punifhment which the Senate, with
the confent of all honelt men, had infli®ed on
the authors of thofe horrid attempts. I with-
ftood your brother therefore to his-face; and
on the firlt of Janvary, in a debate upon the
Republic, bandled him in fuch a manner, as
to make him fenfible, that he had to do with

“ a man of courage and conftancy.. Two days

after, when he began again to harangue, in
every three words he named and threatened
me : nor had he any thing fo much at heart, as
to effect my ruin at'any rate; not by the legal
way of trial, or judicial proceeding, but by dint
of force and violence. If I had not refifted his
rafhnefs with firmnels and courage, who would
not have thought, that the vigor of my Con.
{ulfhip had been owing to chance, rather than
to vircue ? If you have not been informed, thae
your brother attempted all this againft me, be
affured that he concealed from you the moft
material part: but if be told you any thing of
it, you ought to commend my temper and pa-
tience, for not expoltulating with you about it :
but fince you mult now be fenfible, that my
quarrel to your brother was not, . as you write,
for a word, but a moft determined and fpiteful
.2
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defign to ruin me, pray obferve my humanity,
if it may be called by that name, and is not rather,
after fo flagrant an outrage, a bafe remiffnefs
and abjection of mind. I never propofed any
thing againft your brother, when there was
any queftion about him in the Senate; but
without rifing from my feat, aflented always to
thofe who were for treating him the molt fa-
vorably. I will add farther, what I ought not
indeed to have been concerned about, yet I was
not difpleafed to fee it done, and even affifted
to get it done; I mean, the procuring a decree
for the relief of my enemy, becaufe he was
your brother. I did not therefore attack your
brother, but defended myfelf only againft him;
nor has my friendfhip to you ever been variable,
as you write, but firm and conftant, fo asto
remain ftill the fame when it was even deferted
and flighted by you. And at this very time,
when you almoft threatened me in your letter,
I give you this anfwer, that I not only forgive,
but highly applaud your grief; for [ know, from
what 1 feel within myfelf, how great the force
is of fraternal love: but I beg of you allo to
judge with the fame equity of my caufe; and

.if, without any ground. 1 have been cruelly

and barbaroufly attacked by your friends, to
allow that I ought not only not to yield to
them, but on fuch an occafion to expec the
help even of you and your army alfo againft
them. I was always defirous to have you for
my friend, and have taken pains to convince
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you how fincerely I am yours; I am ftill of
the fame mind, and fhall continue in it as long
as you pleafe; and, for the love of you, will
fooner ceafle to hate your brother, than, out
“ of refentment to him, give any fhock to the
“ friendfhip which fubfifts between us. Adien™.”

Cicero, upon the expiration of his Confulfhip,
took care to fend a particular account of his
whole adminiftration to Pompey; in hopes to
prevent any wrong impreflion there from the
calumnies of his enemies, and to draw from him
fome public declaration in praife of what he had
been doing. But Pompey being informed by
Metellus and Ceefar of the ill humor which wasg
rifing againft Cicero in Rome, anfwered him
with great coldnefs, and, inftead of paying him
any compliment, took no notice at all of what
had paffed in the affair of Catiline: upon which
Cicero expoltulates with him in the following
letter with fome little refentment, yet fo, as not
to irritate a man of the firft authority in the
Republic, and to whom all parties were forward-
ly paying their court,

M. T. Cicero to Cn. Pompeius the Great,

Emperor ™,

“ 1 bad an incredible pleafure, in common
“ with all people, from the public letter which
“ you fent: for you gave us in it that affurance
“ of peace, which from my confidence in you
‘““'alone 1 had always been promifing. I muft

R3
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tell you, however, that your old enemies, but
new friends, are extremely fhocked and dif
appointed ~ at 1.~ As to the particular letter
which 'you fent to me, though it brought me
fo flight an intimation of your friendfhip, yet
it was very agreeable: for nothing is apt to
give me fo much fausfaction, as the confciouf-
nefs of my fervices to my friends; and if at
any time they are not requited as they ought
to be, I am always content that the balance
of the account fhould reft on my fide. I make
no doubt, however, but that, if the diftinguifb-
ed zeal, which I have always fhown for your
interefts, has not yet {fufficiently recommended
me to you, the public intereft at lealt will con-
ciliate, and unite us. But that you may not
be at a lofs to know what i1t was which 1 ex-
pected to find in your letter, 1 will tell it you
frankly, as my own nature and our friendfhip
require. I expedted, out of regard both to
the Republic and to our familiarity, to have
had fome compliment or congratulation from
you on what I lately acted in my Confulfhip;
which you omitted, I imagine, for fear of giv-
ing' dffence to certain perfons : but I would
have you to know, that the things whichl
have been doing for the fafety of my country,

are’applauded by ' the teltimony and judgment

of the ‘whole earth; and when you come 2-
mongft us, you will find them done with fo
much ‘prudence and greatnefs of mind, that
vou, who are much fuperior to Scipio, will




M. - Too Gyl € ER*G 247

¢ admit me, who am not much inferior to Lzlius,
“to a fhare both of your public counfels and
¢ private friendfhip. Adieu ™.”

Soon after Catiline’s defeat, a frefh inquiry
was fec on foot at Rome againft the reft of his
accomplices, upon the information of one L.
Vettius; who, among others, impeached J. Caxfar
before Novius Niger the Quefltor, as Q. Curius
alfo did in the Senate; where, for the fecret
mntelligence , which he had given very early
to Cicero, he claimed the reward which had
been offered to the firft difcoverer of the plot. He
affirmed, that what he depofed againit Cefar was
told to him by Catiline himfelf; and Vettius offered
to produce a letter to Catilinein Czfar’s own hand.
Cezfar found fome difficulty to repel fo bold an
accufation, and was forced to implore the aid and
teftimony of Cicero to prove that he alfo had given
early information of Catiline’s defigns: but by his
vigor and intereft in the City, he obtained a full
revenge at laft upon his accufers; for he deprived
Curius of the reward, and got Vettius committed to
prifon, after he had been miferably handled, and al-
moft killed by the mob; nor content with this, he im-
prifoned the Quzftor Novius too, for fuffering a fupe-
rior magiftrate to be arraigned before him *'.

Several others, however, of confiderable rank were
found guilty and banifhed; fome of them not
appearing to their citation, others after a trial;
viz. M. Porcius Lecca, C. Cornelius, L. Vargun.
tetus, Servius Sylla, and P. Autronius, &c. The
Taft of thefe, who loft the Confulfhip four years

R 4
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before, upon a conviction of bribery, had been
Cicero’s fchool-fellow, and colleague in the Quzl-
torfhip ; and folicited him with many tears tounder-
take his defence: but Cicero not only refufed to
defend him, but, from the knowledge of his
guilt, appeared as a witnefs againft him *,
P.Sylla alfo, Autronius’s partner and feliow:
fufferer in the caufe of bribery, was now tried
for confpiring twice with Catiline ; once, when the
plot proved abortive; foon after his former trial;
and a fecond tme, in Cicero’s Confulfbip: he
was defended in the firft by Hortenfius, in the
laft by Cicero. The profecutor was Torquatus,
the fon of his former accufer, a young noble-
man of great parts and fpirit ; who ambitious of
the triumph of ruining an enemy, and fearing that
Cicero would fnatch it from him, turned his raille-
ry againft Cicero inftead of Sylla; and to take
off the influence of his authority, treated his cha-
racter with great petulance, and employed every
topic which could raife an odium and envy upon
him: he called him a King, who affumed a
power to fave or deftroy, juft as he thought fit;
- faid, that he was the third foreign King who had
reigned in Rome after Numa and TFarquinius;
and that Sylla would have run away and never
ftood a trial, if he had not undertaken his caufe:
whenever he mentioned the plot and the danger
of it, it was with fo low and feeble a voice, that
none but the judges could hear him; but when he
fpoke of the prifon and the death of the confpirators,
he uttered it in fo loud and lamentable a firain, as
to make the whole Forum ring with it **.
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Cicero therefore, in his reply, was put to the

trouble of defending himfelf, as well as his client.
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As to Torquatus’s calling him a foreigner, on
the account of his being born in one of the
corporate Towns of Italy, he owns it; and
in that Town, ”he fays, “ whence the Republic
had been twice preferved from ruin; and was
glad that he had nothing to reproach him with,
but what affected not only the greateflt part,
but the greateft men of the City; Curius,
Coruncanius, Cato, Marius, &c. but fince he
had a mind to be witty, and would needs
make him a foreigner, why did not he call
him a foreign Conful, rather ‘than a King;
for that would have been much more won-
derful, fince foreigners had been Kings, but
never Confuls of Rome. He admonifhes
him, who was now in the courfe of his pre-
ferment, not to be fo free of giving that title
to Citizens, left he fhould one day feel the
refentment and ‘power of fuch foreigner§: that
if the Patricians were fo proud, as to treat him
and the judges upon the bench as foreigners,
yet Torquatus had no right to do it, whofe
mother was of Afculum . Do not call me
then Foreigner any more, " fays he, “ left itturn
upon yourfelf; nor a King, left you be laughed
at; unlefs you think it kingly, to live fo
as not to be a flave, not only to any man,
but even 'to any appetitec; to contemn all
fenfual pleafures; to covet no man’s gold or
filver, or any thing elfe; ‘to fpeak one’s mind
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“ freely in the Senate; to confult the good,
‘ rather than the humor of the people; to
‘ give way to none, but to withftand many:
If you take this to be kingly 1 confefs myfelf
a King: but if the infolence of my power, if
my domirion, if any proud or arrogant fay-
ing of mine provokes you, why do not you
urge me with that, rather than the envy of a

name, and the contumely of a groundlefs
calumny ? ”—He proceeds to fhow, ° that his
kingdom, if it muft be called fo, was of fo
laborious a kind, that there was not a man
“in Rome who would be content to take his
place V. ” He puts him in mind, * that
he was difpofed to indulge and bear with his
pertuefs, out of regard to his youth and to
his father —though no man had ever thrown
the flighteft afperfion upon him, without being
chaltifed for it—but that he had no mind to
fall upon one whom he could fo eafily van-
“ quifh; who had neither ftrength, nor age,
 nor experience enough for him to contend
with: he advifed him however not to abufe
¢ his patience much longer, left he fhould be
“ tempted at lalt to draw out the ftings of his
¢ fpeech againft him *'.” As to the merits of
the caufe, though there was no pofitive proof,
yet there were many ftrong prefumptions againft
Sylia, with which his adverfary hoped to opprefs
him : but Cicero endeavoured to confute them;
by appealing * to the tenor and characer of his
“ life; protefling in the firongeft terms, that
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“ he, who had been the fearcher and detector

of the plot, and had taken fuch pains to get
intelligence of the whole extent of it, had
never met with the leaft hint or fufpicion of
Sylla’s name in it; and that he had no other
motive for defending him, but a pure regard
“ to jultice; and as he had refufed to defend
“ others, nay, had given evidence againft them
from the knowledge of their guilt, fo he had
undertaken Sylla’s defence through a per-
“ fuafion of his innocence *’ Torquatus for
want of direét proof, threatened to examine
Sylla’s flaves by torture: this was fometimes
practifed upon the demand of the Profecutor;
but Cicero obferves uponit,  that the effect of
“ thofe torments was governed always by the
conftitution of the patient, and the firmnefs
of his mind and body; by the will and plea-
fure of the torturer, and the hopes and fears
of the tortured; and that in moments of fo
much anguifh there could be no room for
“ truth: he bids them put Sylla’s life to the
rack , and examine that with rigor; whether
there was any hidden luft, any latent treafon,
any cruelty, any audacioufnefs in it: that
there could be no miftake in the caufe, if the
voice of his perpetual life, which ought to be
of the greatelt weight, was but attended
“to *°.” Sylla was acquitted ; but Cicero
had no great joy from his victory, or comfort
in preferving fuch a Citizen, who lived after-
wards in great confidence with Cxlar, and com-
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manded his right wing in the battle of Pharfa-
lia®*; and ferved him afterwards in his power,
as he had before ferved his kinfman Sylla, in ma.
naging his confifcations and the fale of the forfeited
eltates.

About the time of this trial Cicero boyght a
houfe of M. Craffus, on the Palatine hill, ad-
joining to that in which he had always lived with
his father, and which he is now fuppofed to
have given up to his brother Quintus. The
houfe coft him near thirty thoufand pounds, and
feems to have been one of the nobleft in Rome;
it was built about thirty years before by the fa-
mous Tribune, M, Livius Drufus; on which oc-
cafion we are told , that when the architect promifed
to build it for him in fuch a manner, that none
of his neighbours fhould overlook him: But if you
have any fkill, replied Drufus, contrive it rather
fo, that all the world may fee what I am doing **,
It was fituated in the moft confpicuons part of the
city , near to the centre of all bufinefs, overlook-
ing the Forum and the Roftra; and what made it
the more fplendid, was it’s being joined to a Por-
tico or Colonade, called by the name of Catulus;
who build it out of the Cimbric fpoils, on that
area where Flaccus formeily lived, whofe houfe
was demolifhed by public authority for his feditious
practices with C. Gracchus *’. In this purchafe
he followed the Rule which he recommends in his
Offices, with regard to the habitation of a principal
Citizen ; that his dignity fhould be adorned by his
‘houfe, but not derived from it **: where he menti-
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ons feveral inftances of great men, who by the
fplendor of their houfes on this very hill, which
were conftantly ftriking the eyes of the people,
and imprinting a notion of their magnificence,
made their way the more eafily to the higheft
honors of the Republic.

A. Gellius tells us, that having refolved to buy
the houfe, and wanting money to pay for it, he
borrowed it privately of his client Sylla, when he
was under profecution; but the ftory taking wind,
and being charged upon him, he denied both the
borrowing and defign of purchafing , yet {oon after
bought the houfe; and when he was reproached with
the denial of it, replied only laughing, that they
muft be fools to imagine, that when he bad refolved
to buy, he would raile competitors of the purchafe
by proclaiming it *'.

The ftory was taken probably from fome of
the fpurioas collections of Cicero’s Jefts; which
were handed about not only after bis death, but
even in his life-time, as he often complains to his
friends **; for it is certain, that there could be
nothing difhonorable in the purchafe, fince it was
tranfacted fo publicly, that before it was even
concluded, one of his friends congratulated him
upon it by letter from Macedonia®’. The truth
is, and what he himfelf does not diffemble, that
he borrowed part of the money to pay forit, at fix
per cent.; and fays merrily upon it, that he was
now fo plunged in debt, as to be ready for a plot,
but that the confpirators would not truft him *.
It taifed indeed fome cenfure upon his vanity,
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for purchafing fo expenfive a houfe with borrow-
ed money: but Meflala, the Conful, happening
foon after to buy Autronius’s houfe at a greater
price, and with borrowed money too, it gave him
fome pleafure, that he eould juftify himfelf by the
example of fo worthy a Magiftrate: By Meffala’s
purchafe, fays he, Iam thought to have madea
good bargain ; and men begin to be convinced that
we may ufe the wealth of our friends, in buying what
contributes to our dignity ™.

But the moft remarkable event which happened
in the end of this year, was the pollution of the
myfteries of the Bona Dea, or the Good Goddefs
by P. Clodius; which by an unhappy train of
confequences, not only involved Cicero in an
unexpected calamity , but feems to have given the
firt blow towards the ruin of the Republic.
Clodius was now Quzftor, and by that means a
Senator ; defcended from the nobleft family in
Rome, in the vigor of his age, and a graceful
perfon, lively wit, and flowing eloquence ; but
with all the advantages of nature he had a mind
incredibly vicious ; was fierce, infolent, audaci-
ous, but above all, moft profligately wicked,
and an open contemner of Gods and men ; valu-
ing nothing, that either nature or the laws al-
lowed ; nothing, but in proportion as it was de-
fperate and above the reach of other men ; dif:
daining even honors in the common forms of
the Republic; nor relithing pleafures, but what
were impious, adulterous, inceftuous . He
had an intrigue with Cefar’s wife Pompeia, who,
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according to annual cuftom, was now celebrating
in her houfe thofe awful and myftic facrifices of the
Goddefs, to which no male creature was ever ad-
mitted, and where every thing mafculine was fo
fcrupuloufly excluded, that even pictures of that
fort were covered during the ceremony *’. This
was a proper {cene for Clodius’s genius to a&
upon ; an opportunity of daring, beyond what
man bad ever dared before him : the thought of
mixing the impurity of his lufts with the fanctity
of thele venerable rites flattered his imagination
fo ftrongly, that he refolved to gain accefs to his
miftrels in the very midft of her holy miniftry.
With this view he drefled himfelf in 2 woman’s
habit, and by the benefit of his fmooth face,
and the introdu&ion of one of the maids, who was
in the fecret, hoped to pafs without difcovery:
but by fome miftake between him and his guide,
he loft his way when he came within the houfe,
and fell in unluckily among the other female
fervants, who dete&ing him by his voice, alarm-
ed the whole company by their fhrieks, to the
great amazement of the matrons, who prefently
threw a veil over the facred myfteries, while Clo-
dius found means to efcape by the favor of fome
of the damfels*®.

The ftory was prefently fpread abroad, and
raifed a general fcandal and hortor through the
whole city : in the vulgar, for the profanation
of a religion held the molt facred of any in Rome;
in the better fort, for it’s offence to good man-
ners, and the difcipline of the Republic. - Gafar
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put away his wife upon it; and the honeft of
all ranks were for pufhing this advantage againft
Clodius as far as it would g0, 1n hopes to free
themiclves by it of a citizen, who by this, as
well as other fpecimens of his audacioufnefs, feemed
bora to create much difturbance to the State *'. It
bhad been the conftant belief of the populace, that
if any man fhould ever pry into thefe myﬂ:erics,
he would be inftantly firuck blind : But it was
not poffible, as Cicero fays, to know the truth
of it before, fince no man, but Clodius, had
ever ventured upon the experiment : though it
was now found, as he tells him, that the blind-
nels of the eyes was converted to that of the
mind "%,

The affair was foon brought before the Senate
where it was refolved, to refer it to the College
of Prielts, who declared it to be an abominable
impiety ; upon which the Confuls were ordered
to provide a law for bringing Clodius to a trial
for it before the people . But Q. Fufius Calenus
one of the Tribunes, fupported by all the Clodian
faction, fwould not permit the law to be offered
to the fuffrage of the Citizens. This raifed 2
great ferment in the city, while the Senate adhered
to their former refolution, though the Conful
Pifo ufed all his endeavours to divert them from
it, and Clodius in an abje& manner threw himfelf
at the feet of every Senator; yet after a fecond
debate in a full houfe, there were fifteen only
who voted on Clodius’s fide , and four hundred
diredtly againft him; fo that a frefh decree puﬁed,
to
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to order the Confuls to recommend the law to
the people with all their authority, and that'no
other buflinefs fhould be done, till it was carried *°:
but this being likely to produce great diforders,
Hortenfius propoled an expedient, which' was
accepted by both parties, that the Tribune Fufius
thould publifh a law for the trial of Clodius by
the Prietor with a fele&t bench of judges. The
only difference between the two laws was, whether
he fhould be tried by the people, or by particular
judges : but this, fays Cicero, was every thing.
Hortenfius was afraid, lelt he fhould elcape 1n the
fquabble, without any trial ; being perfuaded,
that no judges could abfolve him, and that a
fword of lead, as he faid, would deftroy him:
But the Tribune knew that in fuch a trial there
would be room for intrigue, both in chufing and
corrupting the judges, which Cicero likewife
forefaw from the firft; and withed therefore to
leave him rather to the effe® of that odium, in
which his character then lay, than bring him to
a trial where he had any chance to efcape *”.
Clodius’s whole defence was, to prove himfelf
abfent at the time of the fact; for which purpofe
he produced men to fwear, that he was then at
Interamna, about two or three days journey from
the city. But Cicero being called upon to give his
teftimony , depofed, that Clodius had been with
him that very morning at his houfe in Rome *,
As foon as Cicero appeared in the court, the Clo-
dian mob began to infult him with great rudenefs ;
lut the judges rofe up, and received him with fuch
Vor. L : 3
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refpect, that they prefently fecured him from all
farther affronts **.  C=far, who was the molt
particularly interefted in the affair, being fummon-
ed alfo to give evidence, declared, that he knew
nothing at all of the matter; though his mother
Aurehia and fifter Julia, who were examined before
him, had given a punctual relation of the whole
fact ; and being interrogated, how he came then
to part with his wife ? he replied , that all who
belonged to him ought to be free from fufpicion
as well as guilt™. - He faw very well how the
thing was like to turn, and had no mind to
exalperate a man of Clodius’s chara&er, who might
be of good fervice to him for the advancement of
his future projeds. Plutarch fays, that Cicero
himfeif was urged on to this a& againft his will,
by the importunity of his wife : a fierce, imperious
dame, jealous of Clodius’s fifter, whom f(he fuf
pected of fome defign to get Cicero from her,
which by this ftep fhe hoped to make defperate.
The ftory does not feem improbable; for before
the trial, Cicero owns himfelf to be growing every
day more cool and indifferent about it; and in
his railleries with Clodius after it, touches upon
the forward advances which his fifter had made
towards him ; and at the very time of giving his
tetimony , did it with no {pirit, nor faid any
thing more, as he tells us, than what was fo well
kinown, that he could not avoid faying it *.

The judges feemed to a&t at firlt with great
gravity ; granted every thing that was alked by
the profecutoss ; and demanded a guard to pro-
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tect them from the mob : which the Senate readily
ordered , with great commendation of their pru-
dence : but when it came to the iffue, twenty-five
only condemned, while thirty - one abfolved him.
Craflus is faid to have been Clodius’s chief ma-
nager, in tampering with the judges; employing
every art and inftrument of corruption, as it fuited
the different tempers of the men; “and where
“ money would not do, offering even certain
ladies and young men of quality to their plea-
fure. Cicero fays, that a more (candalous com-
pany of fharpers never fat down at a gaming-
table ; infamous Senators, beggarly Koights,
with a few boneft men among them; whom
“ Clodius could not exclude ; who i a crew (o
« unlike to themfelves, fat with fad and mourn-
ful faces, as if afraid of being infeéted with
the contagion of their infamy; and that Catu-
lus, meeting one of them, alked him, what
“ they meant by defiring a guard ? were they
“ afraid of being robbed of the money which
“ Clodius had given them **?”

This tranfaction however gave a very ferious
concern to Cicero , who laments, “that the firm
“ and quiet {tate of the Republic, which he bad
“ eftablifhed in his Confulfhip and which feemed
“ to be founded in the union of all good men,
was now loft and broken, if fome Deity did not
interpofe , by this fingle judgment; if that,)”
fays he, “can be called a judgment, for thirty of
« the molt contemptible fcoundrels of Rome to
% yiolate all that is jult and facred for the fake of
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“ money ; and vote that to be falfe, which all
« the world knows to be true.” As he looked
upon himfelf to be particularly affronted by a fen-
tence, given in flat contradiction to his teltimony,
fo he made it his bufinefs on all occafions to dif-
play the iniquity of it, and to fling the feveral
actors in it with all the keennefs of his raillery *.
In a debate foon after in the Senate on the ftate
of the Republic, taking occafion to fall upon this
affair, he “exhorted the Fathers not to be difcou-
“ raged for having received one fingle wound;
“ which was of fuch a nature, that it ought nei-
ther to be diffembled, nor to be feared; for to
« fear it, was a meannels : and not to be fenfible
“ of it, a ftupidity : That Lentulus was twice ac-
€ quitted ;, Catiline alfo twice ; and this man was
“ the third, whom a bench of judges had let
« loofe upon the Republic. But thou art mif
taken, Clodius,” fays he; “the judges have not
referved thee for the city, but for a prifon:
“ they defigned thee no kindnefs by keeping thee
« at home, but to deprive thee of the benefit of
 an exile. Wherefore, Fathers, roufe your ufual
“ vigor ; refume your dignity ; there fubfilfts ftill
“ the fame union among the honelt ; they have
“ had indeed a frefh fubject of mortification, yet
“ their courage 1s not impaired by it : no new
 mifchief has befallen us; but that only, which
“ lay concealed, i1s now difcovered, and by the
“ trial 1of one defperate man many others are
¢ found to be as bad as he **.”

Clodius, not caring to encounter Cicero by
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formal fpeeches, chofe to teafe him with raillery,
and turn the debate into ridicule. You are a fine
Gentleman indeed, fays he, and have been at
Baize. That’s not {o fine, replied Cicero, as to be
caught at the myfteries of the Goddefs. But what,
fays he, has a clown of Arpinum to do at the
hot wells ? Afk that friend of yours, replied
Cicero, who had a month’s mind to your Arpinum
clown* : You have bought a houfe, fays he *":
You fhould have faid, lJudges, replied Cicero:
Thofe judges, fays he, would not believe you
upon your oath : Yes, replied Cicero, twenty-
five of them gave credit to me; while the reft
would not give any to you, but made you pay
your money beforehand. This turned the laugh
fo ftrongly on Cicero’s fide, that Clodius was con-
founded, and forced to fit down*”. But being now
declared enemies, they never met without fome
firokes of this kind upon each other ; which, as
Cicero obferves, muft needs appear flat in the nar-
ration, fince all their force and beauty depended
on the fmartnels of the contention, and the fpiri¢
with which they were delivered *'.

The prefent Confuls were IVI. Pupius Pifo and
V. Meffala; the firlt of whom, as foon as he en-
tered into office, put a flight affront upon Cicero}
for his opinion having been alked always the firlt
by the late Confuls, Pifo called upon him only
the fecond, on Catulus the third, Hortenfius the
fourth : This, he fays, did not difpleafe him,
fince it left him more, at liberty in his voting;
and freed him from the obligation of any complai.
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fance to a man whom he defpifed **. This Conful
was warmly in the interefts of Clodius; not fo
much out of friendfhip, as a nateral inclination
to the worlt fide : for according to Cicero’s ac-
count of him, he was a man ‘““of a weak and
“ wicked mind; a churlifh, captious fneerer,
without any turn of wit; and making men
laugh by his looks rather than jefis; favoring
neither the popular, nor the ariftocratical party;
from whom no good was to be expedted, be-
caufe he wilhed none ; nor hurt to be feared,
becaufe he durlt do none ; who would have
been more vicious, by having one vice the lefs,
“ floth and lazinefs, &c.*.” Cicero frankly ufed
the liberty , which this Conful’s behaviour allowed
him, of delivering his fentiments without any
referve ; giving Pifo himfelf no quarter, but ex-
pofling every thing that he did and faid in favor
of Clodius , in fuch a manner, as to hinder the
Senate from decreeing to him the province of
Syria, which had been defigned and in a manner
promifed to him *'. The other Conful, Mefiala,
was of a quite different characer; a firm and ex-
cellent magiftrate, in the true interefts of his coun-
try , and a conftant admirer and imitator of
Cicero ™,

About this time Cicero is fuppofed to have
made that elegant oration , flill extant, in the de-
fence of his old Preceptor, the Poet Archias : he
expected for his pains an immortality of fame from
the praife of Archias’s mufe ; but by a contrary
fate of things, inftead of deriving any addition of
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glory from Archias’s compofitions, it is wholly
owing to his own, that the name of Archias bas
not long ago been buried in oblivion. From the
great character given by him of the talents and
genius of this Poet,, we cannot help regretting the
entire lofs of his works : he had fung in Greek
verle the triumphs of Marius over the Cimbri, and
of Lucullus over Mithridates ; and was now
attempting the Confulthip of Cicero *’ : but this
perilbed with the reft, or was left rather unfinifhed
and interrupted by his death, fince we find no
farther mention of it in any of Cicero’s lateg
writings.

Pompey the Great returncd to Rome about
the beginning of this year, in the height of bis
fame and fortunes , from the Mithridatic war. The
city had been much alarmed about him by various
reports from abroad , and feveral tumults at home ;
where a general apprehenfion prevailed, of his
coming at the head of an army to take the govern-
ment into his hands **. It is certain, that he had it
now in his power to make himfelf Mafter of the
Republic, without the hazard even of a war, or
any oppofition to control him. Cafar, with the
Tribune Metellus, was inviting him to it, and had
no other ambition at prefent than to ferve under
him : but Pompey was too phlegmatic to be eafily
induced to fo defperate a refolution; or feems
rather indeed to have had no thoughts at all of that
fort , but to have been content with the rank
which he then pofleffed , of the firft Citizen of
Rome, without a rival. He had lived in a perpe-
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tual courfe of fuccefs and glory, without any flur
either from the Senate or the people , to infpire
him with fentiments of revenge , or to give him
a pretence for violent meafures; and he was per.
fuaded , that the growing diforders of the city
would {oon force all parties to create him Di&ator,
for the fettlement of the ftate ; and thought it of
more honor to his charader to obtain that power
by the confent of his citizens, than to extort it
from them by violence. But whatever apprehen-
fions were conceived of him before his coming,
they all vanifhed at his arrival ; for he no fooner
fetfoot in Italy, than he difbanded his troops, giving
them orders only to attend him in his Triumph;
and with a private retinue purfued his journey to
Rome, where the whole body of the people came
outto recerve him with all imaginable gratulations
and expreflions of joy for his happy return **.

By his late viories he had greatly extended
the barrier of the empire into the coantinent of
Afia, having added to it three powerful King-
doms *, Pontus, Syria, Bithynia, which he
reduced to the condition of Roman Provinces;
leaving all the other Kings and nations of the Eaft
tributary to the Republic, as far as the Tigris.
Among his other conquefts he took the city of
Jerufalem , by the opportunity of a conteft about
the crown between the two brothers Hircanus and
Ariftobulus: The lower Town was furrendered to
him with little or no oppofition ; but the Fortrefs
of the Temple colt him a fiege of three months;
norwould he have takenit then{o eafily, as Dio tells
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us ¥, had it not been for the advantage, that the
befieged gave him by the obfervance of their weekly
Sabbaths , on which they abftained fo religioufly
from all work , as to neglect even their neceffary
defence. He thowed great humanity to the people,
and touched no part of the facred treafure, or veffels
of gold, which were of an immenfe value ™*;
yet was drawn by his curiofity into fuch a profa-
nation of their Temple, as mortified them more
than all that they had fuffered by the war: for in
taking a view of the buildings, he entered with
hisofficers , not only into the Holy Place where none
but the Priefts, but into the Holy of Holies, where
none but the High Prieft was permitted by the
law to enter: by which a& , as a very eminent
writer , more pioufly perhaps than judicioufly
gemarks , he drew upon himfelf the curfe of God,
and never profpered afterwards >. He carried
Ariftobulus and his children prifoners to Rome,
for the ornament of his Triumph ; and fettled
Hircanusin the government and the High Priefthood,
but fubject to a tribute. Upon the receipt of the
public letters, which brought the account of his
fuccefs, the Senate paffed a decree, that, on all
feftival days, he fhould have the privilege to weara
laurel crown with his General’s robe; and in the
Equelirian races of the Circus, his triumphal habit:
an honor, which when he had once ufed , to fhow
his grateful fenfe of it , he ever after prudently
declined ; fince without adding any thing to his
power, it could ferve only to increafe the envy,
which many were endeavouring to flir up againft
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On the merit of thefe great fervices he did many
acs abroad of a very extraordinary nature ; gave
what laws he pleafed to the whole Eaft ; difiri-
buted the conquered countries at difcretion to the
Kings and Princes who had ferved him in the
wars ; built twenty - nine new cities, or colonies;
and divided to each private foldier about fifty
pounds fterling, and to his officers in proportion,
fo that the whole of his donative is computed to
amount to above three millions of our money *’.

His firlt bufinefs therefore after his return, and
what he had much at heart, was to get thefe adts
ratified by public authority. The popular faction
promifed him every thing, and employed all their
{kill to divert him from an union with Cicero and
the Senate, and bad made a confiderable impref.
fion upon him : but he found the flate of things
very different from their reprefentations, faw
Cicero flill in high credit; and by his means the
authority of the Senate much refpeded ; which
obliged him to ufe great management, and made
him fo cautious of offending any fide , that he
pleafed none. Cicero fays of his firft fpeech, that
it was neither agreeable to the poor, nor relifhed by
the rich; difappointed the feditious, yet gave no
fatisfation to the honeft “*. As he happened to
come home in the very heat of Clodius’s affair, fo
he was prefently urged by both parties to declare
for the one and the other. Fufius, a bufy factious
Tribune, demanded of him before the people , what
be thought of Clodius’s being tried by the Practor and
a bench of Judges ? To which he anfwered very
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ariftocratically, as Cicero callsit ; That he had ever
taken the authority of the Senate to be of the greateft
weight in all cafes. And when the Conful Meffala
alked him in the Senate, what his opinion was of
that profanation of religion, and the law propofed
about it ? he took occafion, without entering into
particulars, to applaud in general all that the Senate
had done init; and upon fitting down, told Cicero,
who fat next to him , that he had now faid enough,
he thought, to fignify his fentiment of the matter **.

Craffus obferving Pompey’s referve , refolved
to pufh him to a more explicit declaration, or to
get the better of him atleaft in the good opinion
of the Senate ; rifing up therefore to fpeak, he
launched out, in 2 very high firain, into the praifes
of Cicero’s Confulfhip ; declaring himfelf indebted to
it, for his being at that time a Senator and a Citizen ;
nay , for his very liberty and his life; and that as
often as he faw his wife , his family , and his country,
fo often he faw his obligations to Cicero. This
difcompofed Pompey, who was at a lofs to under-
{ftand Craflus’s motive ; whether it was to take the
benefit of an opportunity which he had omitted , of
ingratiating himfelf with Cicero ; or that he knew
Cicero’s acts to be in high efteem, and the praife of
them very agreeable to the Senate ; and it piqued
him the more , for it's coming from a quarter,
whence it was leaft to be expected ; from one,
whom Cicero out of regard to him had always
treated with a particular flight. The incident how-
ever, raifed Cicero’s fpirits, and made him exert
himfelf before his new hearer, Pompey , with all
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the pride of his eloquence : his topics were , the
firmoefs and gravity of the Senate ; the concord of the
Equefirian order ; the concurrence of all [taly ; the
lifelefs remains of a baffled confpiracy ; the peace and
plenty which had fince fucceeded : all which he
difplayed with his utmoft force, to let Pompey fee
his afcendant ftill in that aflembly, and how much
he had been impofed upon by the accounts of his
new friends **. Pompey likewife on his fide
began prefently to change his tone, and affected
on all public occafions to pay fo great a court to
Cicero, that the other faction gave him the nick-
name of Cnzus Cicero : and their feeming union
was fo generally agreeable to the city , that they
were both of them conftantly clapped , whenever
they appeared in the Theatre , without a hifs from
any quarter **. Yet Cicero eafily difcovered that all
this outward civility was but feigned and artificial ;
that he was full of envy within, and had no good
intentions towards the public ; nothing candid or
fincere ; nothing great, generous, or free in
him **

There was one point which Pompey refolved
to carry this fummer, againft the univerfal incli-
nation of the city; the ele@ion of L. Afranius, one
of his creatures to the Confulfhip : in which he
fights, fays Cicero, neither with authority, nor in-
tereft, but with what Philip of Macedon took
every fortrefls , into which he could drive a loaded
afs *’. Plutarch fays, that he himfelf diftributed the
money openly in his own gardens: but Cicero
mentions it as a current report, that the Conful




"

Mg T CLCER O 269

Pifo had undertaken to divide it at his houfe:
which gave birth to two new laws , drawn up by
Cato and his brother in law Domitius Ahenobarbus,
and fuppofed to be levelled at the Conful; the one
of which gave a liberty to fearch the houfes even
of Magiftrates , on informations of bribery ; the
other declared all thofe enemies to the State , at
whofe houfes the dividers of money were found
Pompey however obtruded Afranius upon the city,
by which he difguited all the better fort both of
the Senate and people “.

He had been making preparation all this
fummer for his Triumph , which he deferred to his
birth-day , the thirtieth of September ; having refided
in the mean while, as ufual , in the fuburbs : fo
that the Senate and people, in compliment to him,
held their affemblies generally, during that time,
without the walls ; fome of which are mentioned
to have been in the Flaminian Circus °. His
Triumph lafted two days , and was the moft fplendid
which had ever been feen in Rome : he built a
Temple to Minerva out of the fpoils , with an
infcription giving a fummary of his victories: That
he had finithed a war of thirty years, had
vaonquifhed , flain , and taken two millions , one
hundred and eighty - three thoufand men ; funk ot
taken eight hundred and forty-fix fhips ; reduced
to the power of the Empire a thoufand five hundred
and thirty-eight towns and fortreffes ; and fubdued
all the countries between the lake IVIzotis and
the Red Sea 7.

Quintus Cicero, who, by the help and intereft
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of his brother , was following him at a proper i
diftance , through all the honors of the State, |
having been Pretor the laft year , now obtained the
government of Afia ; a rich and noble Province,
comprehending the greatelt part of what is called
Afia Minor. Before he went to take poffeflion of

it, he earneltly preffed Atticus , whofe filter he
married , to go along with him as one of his Lieu-
tenants; and refented his refufal fo heinouily , that
Cicero had no fmall trouble to make them friends
again. There is an excellent letter on this fubje&
from Cicero to Atticus ; which I cannot forbear
inferting, for the light which it gives us into the
genuine character of all the three, as well as of
other great men of thofe times , with a fhort account

alfo of the prefent ftate of the Republic.
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Cicero to Atticus.

“ 1 perceive from your letter, and the copy of
my brother’s, which you fent with it, a great
alteration in his affection and fentiments with
regard to you : which affects me with all that
concern, which my extreme love for you both
ought to give me; and with wonder at the
fame time, what could poflibly happen either
to exafperate him fo highly, or to effe fo
great a change in him. 1 had obferved indeed
before, what you alfo miftrufted at your leaving
us, that he had conceived fome fecret difgult,
which fhocked and filled his mind with odious
fufpicions: which though I was eften attempt-
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ing to heal, and elpecially after the allotment
of his Province, yet I could neither difcover
that his refentment was fo great, as it appears
to be from your letter, nor find, that what I
faid had fo great an effe® vpon him as I wifhed.
I comforted myfelf however with a perfuafion,
that he would contrive to fee you at Dyrrha-
chium , or fome other place in thofe parts; and
in that cafe made no doubt, but that all would
be fec right; not only by your difcourfe and
talking the matter over between yourfelves, but
by the very fight and mutual embraces of each
other; for I need not tell you, who know it
as well as myfelf, what a fund of good nature
and fweetnefs of temper there is in my brother,
and how apt he is, both to take and to forgive
an offence. But it is very unlucky, that you
did not fee him; fince, by that means, what
others have artfully inculcased, has had more
influence on his mind, than either his duty, or
his relation to you, or your old friendfhip,
which ought to have had'the moft. Where
the blame of all this lies, it is eafier for me to
imagine, than to write; being afraid, lelt,
while I am excufing my own#®ople, I fhould
be too fevere upon yours; for as I take the cale
to be, if thofe of his own family did not make
the wound, they might at leaft have cured it
When we fee one another again, I fhall explain
to you more eafily the fource of the whole evil,
which is fpread fomewhat wider than it feems
to be. — As to the letter which he wrote to
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you from Theffalonica, and what you fuppole
him to have faid of you to your friends at Rome,
and on the road, I cannot conceive what could
move him to it. But all my hopes of making
this matter eafy depend on your humanity : for
if you will but refle@t, that the beft men are
often the molt eafy , both to be provoked, and
to be appeafed; and that this quicknefs, ifI
may fo call it, or flexibility of temper, is gene-
rally the proof of a good nature; and above
all, that we ought to bear with one another’s

* infirmities or faults, or even injuries: this trou-

blefome affair, I hope, will foon be made up
again. I beg of you that it may be fq. For it
ought to be my {pecial care, from the fingular
affection which I bear to you, to do every thing
in my power, that all, who belong to me, may
both love and be beloved by you. There was
no. occafion for that part of your letter, in which
you mention the opportunities, which you have
omitted of employments both in the City and
the Provinces, ' as well at other times, as in
my Confulfhip; I am perfedly acquainted with
the ingenuity and greatnefs of your mind; and
never thoughtigghat there was any other differ-
ence between you and me, but ina different
choice and method of life : whilft I was drawn,
by a fort of ambition, to the defire and purfuit
of honors; you, by other maxims, in no wife
blamable, to the enjoyment of an honorable
retreat. But for the genuine ‘charader of pro-
bity, diligence, exatnefs of behaviour, I neither
prefer




&

-

114

113

(14

(13

(11

(19

[13

(13

113

(1]

11

(17

(11

(11

(13

113

(13

£13

(33

(13

111

it

(14

(13

i

M. T. CICERDO. 273

prefer myfelf, nor any man elfe to you: and as
for love to me, after my brother and my own
family , I give you always the firft place. For
I faw, and faw it in a2 manner the moft affecting,
both your folicitude and your joy, in all the
various turns of my affairs; and was often
pleafed , as well with the applaufe, which your
gave me in fuccels, as the comfort, which you
adminiftered in my fears: and even now, 1
the time of your abfence, I feel and regret the
lofs, not only of your advice, in which you
excel all;  but of that familiar chat with you,
in which I ufed to take fo much delight.
Where then fhall I tell you that I moflt want
you ? in public affairs ?. where it can never be
permitted to me to fit idle; or in my labors at
the bar ? which I fuftained before through am-
bition, but now, to preferve my dignity: of
in my domeftic concerns? where, though I
always wanted your help before , yet fince the
departure of my brother, I now ftand the more
in need of it. In fhort, neither in my labors,
nor reft; neither in bulinefls, nor retirement;
neither in the Forum, nor at home; neither in
public, nor in private affairs, can I live any
longer without your friendly counfel, and en-
dearing converfation. We have often been re-
ftrained on both fides, by a kind of {hame,
from explaining ourfelves on this article; but L
was now forced to it by that part of your
letter, in which you thought fit to jultify yourfelf
and your way oflife to me. — But to return to my
Vor. L T




o THE OVULF Ei! QF

144
[19
44
13
(13
[
&c
(13
113
(13
(13
1]
[11
(17
(42
[ 43
13
(11
(1]
13
e
(21
13
(13
149

(19

brother; in the prefent ftate of the ill humor
which he exprefles towards you, it happens
however conveniently, that your refolution of
declining all employments abroad was declared
and known long beforehand , both to me and
your other friends; fo that your not being now
together cannot be charged to any quarrel or
rupture - betweeu you, but to your judgment
and choice of life.. Wherefore both this breach
in your union will undoubtedly be healed again,

and your friendfhip with me remain for ever |

inviolable , as it has hitherto beerk 2~ We live
here in an infirm , wretched , tottering Republic:
for you have heard, I guefs, that our Knights
are now almoft disjoined again from the Senate.
The firft thing which they took amifs, was the
decree for calling the judges to account, who
had taken money in Clodius’s affair: 1 hap-
pened to be abfent when it paffed; but hear-
ing afterwards that the whole order refented it,
though without complaining openly , I chid the
Senate , as [ thought, with great effect; and in
a caufe not very modeft, fpoke forcibly and
copioufly. They have now another curious
petition, fcarce fit to be endured : which yet L
not only bore with, but defended. The com-

‘ pany, who hired the Afiatic revenues of the

Cenfors , complained to the Senate, that,
through too great an eagernefs, they had given
more for them than they are worth, and beg-

‘ ged to be releafed from the bargain. I was

their chief advocate, or rather indeed the

o
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fecond ; for Craffus was the man, who put them
upon making this requeft. The thing is odious
and fhameful, and a public confeflion of their
ralhnefs : but there was great reafon to appre-
hend, that if they fhould obtain nothing, they
would be wholly alienated from the Senate; fo
that this point alfo was principally managed by
me. For, on the firft and fecond of December,
I fpoke a great deal on the dignity of the
two orders, and the advantages of the concord
between them, and was heard very favorably
in a full h€sfe. Nothing however 1s yet done;
but the Senate appears well difpofed: for Me-
tellus , the Conful elet, was the only one, who
fpoke againft us: though that Hero of ours;

* Cato, was going alfo to {peak, if the fhortnefs

of the day had not prevented him. Thus, in
purfuit of my old meafures, 1 am fupporting,
as well as I can, that concord which my Con-
fulfhip had cemented: but fince no great firels
can now be laid upon it, I have provided
myfeif another way , and a fure one, | hope, of

‘* maintaining my authority ; which I cannot well

explain by letter, yet will give you a fhort hint

“of it 1 am in ftrict friendfbip with Pompey —

I know already what you fay—and will be upon

* my guard, as far as cantion can ferve me; and

give you a farther account, fome other time,

of my prefent conduc in politics. You are to

konow , in the mean while, that Lucceius de-

figns to fue directly for the Confulfhip; for he

will have, it is faid, but two competitors:
ko




A. Urb. 693.
Cic. 47.
Cefl.

276 THE LIFE OF

¢ Cefar, by means of Arrius, propofes to join
« with him; and Bibulus, by Pifo’s mediation,
“ thinks of joining with Cwzfar. Do you' laugh
¢ at this ? Take my word for it, it is no laugh-
“ ing matter. What fhall I write farther ? What?
“ There are many things; but for another occa-
“ fion. If you would have us expect you, pray
“ let me know it: at prefent I fhall beg only
« modeftly, what I defire very earneftly, that
“ you would come as foon as poffible. December
“ the fifth . 7

As to the petition of the Knights, mentioned in
this letter, Cato, when he came afterwards to
fpeak to it, oppofed it fo refolutely, that he pre-
vailed to have it rejected: which Cicero often con-
demns, as contrary to all good policy; and com-
plains fometimes in his letters, that Cato, though
he was the only man who had any regard for
the Republic, yet frequently did mifchief, by
purfuing his maxims abfurdly , and without any
regard to the times ?3: and upon a review of the
tranfactions which had paffed fince his confulfhip,
and the turn which the public affairs were then
taking, he feems to foretel, that the Republic
could not ftand much longer; fince this very year
had overthrowa the two main pillars of it, which
he had been ere@ing with fuch pains; the autho-
rity of the Senate, and their union with the
Knights ™.

Q. Cwxcilius Metellus and L. Afranius were
now Confuls. The firt had been Prztor in Cice-
ro’s Confullhip , and commanded an army againft
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Catiline, and was an excellent Magifirate and Q. Czcrur-
true Patriot; a firm oppoler of all the factious, US METEL-
and a profeffed enemy always to Pompey; in IVSCECER,
T which he was the more heated by a private refent- [‘;ISAF“‘\L
™ ment of the affront offered to his fifter Mucia,
. whom Pompey had lately put away ”*. His partner,
Afranius, was the creature of Pompey’s power;
but of no credit or fervice to him, on the account
of his luxury and lazinefs; being fonder of balls,
than of bufinefs. Cicero calls him a Conful, swhom
none but a Philofopher could look upon without
fighing; a Soldier without {pirit; and a proper
butt for the raillery of the Senate, where Palicanus
abuled him every day to his face; and fo ftupid,
as not to know the value of what he had
purchafed ™.
By the help of this Conful and fome of the
Tribunes, Pompey imagined, that he fhould rea-
dily obtain the ratification of his acts, together
with an Agrarian law, which he was pufhing
forward at the fame time, for the diftribution of
lands to his foldiers; but he was vigoroufly oppofs
ed in them both by the other Conful Metellus,
and the generality of the Senate”’. Lucullus de-
clared, that they ought not to confirm his ads
in the grofs, as if they received them from a
mafter, but to confider them {eparately, and ra-
tify thofe only which were found to be reafon-
able’*. But the Tribune Flavius, who was the
promoter of the law, impatient of this oppofition,
: and animated by Pompey’s power, had the hardi-
nefs to commit Metellus to Prifon; and when all
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the Senate followed, and refolved to go to prifon
too, he clapt his chair at the prifon-door to keep
them out: but this violence gave fuch a general
fcandal to the city, that Pompey found it advif-
able to draw off the Tribune, and releafe the Con-
ful”. In order to allay thefe heats, Cicero of
fered an amendment to the law, which fatisfied
both parties, by fecuring the pofleflions of all
private proprietors, and hindering the public lands
from being given away: his propofal was, that
out of the new revenues, which Pompey had
acquired to the Empire, five years rents fhould be
fet apart to purchafe lands for the intended dil-
tribution*".  But the progrels of the affair was ful-
pended by the fudden alarm of a Gallic war,
which was always terrible to Rome, and being
now actnally commenced by feveral revolted na.
tions, called for the immediate care and attention
of the Government"'.

The Senate decreed the two Gauls feverally to
the two Confuls; and required them to make
Ievies without any regard to privilege, or ex-
emption from fervice: and that three Senators
fhould be chofen by lot, one of them of Conlular
rank, to be fent with a public charadter to the
other Gallic cities, to diffuade them from joining
in the war. In the allotment of thele ambafiadors,
the firlt lot happened to fall upon Cicero; but the
whole affembly remonfirated againft it, declaring
his prefence to be neceffary at ome, and that he
ought not to be employed on fuch an errand.
‘Ihe fame thing happened to Pomwpey, on whom
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the next lot fell, who was retained alfo with
Cicero, as two pledges of the public fafety .
The three at laft chofen were Q. Metellus Creticus,
L.Flaccus, and Lentulus. The Tranfalpine Gaul,
which was the feat of the war, fell to the lot of
Metellus ; who could not contain his joy upon it
for the profpect of glory which it offered him.
Metellus, fays Cicero, is an admirable Conful:
I blame him only in one thing, for not feeming
pleafed. with the news of peace from Gaul. He
longs, 1 {uppofe, to trinmph. I wifh that he was
as moderate in this, as he 1s excellent in all other
refpeds *’.

Cicero now finifhed in the Greek language,
and in the ftyle and manner of Ifocrates, what he
calls 2 Commentary or Memoirs of the tranfactions
of his Confulfhip; and fent it to Atticus, with a
defire, if he approved it, to publifh it in Athens
and the cities of Greece. He happened to receive
2 piece at the fame time, and on the fame
fubje@, from Atticus, which he rallies as rough
and unpolithed, and without any beauty, but it’s
fimplicity. He fent his own work alfo to Pofido-
nius of Rhodes, and begged that he would undertake
the fame argument in a more elegant and mafterly
manner. But Poflidonius anfwered him with a
compliment, that inftead of being encouraged to
write by the perufal of his piece, he was quite
deterred from attempting it. Upon which Cicero
{1ys jocofely, that he had confounded the whole
Greek nation, and freed himfclf from the:impor-
tunity. of thofe httle wits, who had been teafing

4
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him fo long, to be employed in writing the
hiftory of his acts **. What he fays in excufe for
taking that tafk upon himfelf, is, that it was
not a panegyric, but a hiftory ; which makes our
lofs of it the greater, fince it muft have given a
more exact account of thofe times, than can now
be poflibly had, in an entertaining work, finifhed
with care and elegance; which not only pleafed
himfelf, as it feems to have done very highly,
but, as he tells us, every body elfe. If there
be any thing in it, fays he, which does not
feem to be good Greek, or polite enough to
pleale your tafte, I will ot fay what Lucullus told
you of his own hiltory at Panormus, that he had
fcattered fome barbarifms in it, on purpofe to
make it appear to be the work of a Roman: for
if any thing of that kind fhould be found in mine,
it is not with defign, but contrary to my inten-
tion *'.

Upon the plan of thefe IMemoirs, he compofed
afterwards a Latin poem in three books, in which
he carried down the hiflory to the end of his
exile, but did not venture to publifh it till feveral
years ‘after: Not that he was afraid , he fays,
of the refentment of thofe whom he had lafhed
in it, for he had done that part very fparingly,
but of thofe rather whom he had not celebrated,
it being endlefs to mention all who had been
ferviceable to him **. This piece is alfo loft, except
a few fragments fcattered in different parts of his
other writings. The three books were feverally

infcribed to three of the Mufes; of which his
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brother expreffes the higheft approbation, and
admonifhes him to bear in mind what Jupiter
recommends in the end of Urania, or the fecond
book; which concluded probably with fome moral
leffon, not unlike to what Calliope prefcribes in
the third v,

Iuterea carfus, quos prima a pavte juvente,
Quofque adeo Conful virtute animoque petifli,
Hos retine ; atque ange famam lande[que bonorum.

That noble courfe, in which thy earlieft youth
Was trained to virine , liberty, and truth ,

Iz which, when Conful, you furch honor wonu,
While Rome with wonder and applanfe look'd on,
The [ame purfue; and let each groving year

A fresh incveafe of fame and glory bear.

He publifhed likewife at this time a Collection of
the principal Speeches which he had made in his
Confulfhip, under the title of his Confular Ora-
tions: He chofe to make a feparate volume of
them, as Demofthenes had done of his Philippics,
in order to give a {pecimen of his civil or political
talents ; being of a different manner, he fays,
from the dry and crabbed ftyle of the Bar, and
fhowing, not only how he {poke, but how he
acted. The two firlt were againft the Agrarian
law of Rullus; the one to the Senate, the other
to the People: the third on the tumult about
Otho: the fourth, for Rabirius: the fifth, to the
fons of the profcribed: the fixth, upon his refign-
ing the province of Gaul: the feventh, eighth,
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pinth, and tenth, on the affair of Catiline: with
two more [hort ones, as appendices to thofe of
the Agrarian law. But of thefe twelve, four are
entirely loft; the third, fifth, and fixth, with one
of the fhort ones; and fome of the reft left maimed
and imperfe@. He publifhed alfo at this time
in Latin verfe a tranflation of the Prognoftics of
Avratus, which he promifes to fend to Atticus with
the volume of his orations ™ ; of which work
there are only two or three fmall fragments now
remaining.

Clodius, who had been contriving all this while
how to revenge himfelf on Cicero, began now to
givean opening to the fcheme, which be had formed
for that purpofe. His projet was, to get himfelf
chofen Tribune, and in that office to drive him
out of the city, by the publication of a law,
which by fome ftratagem or other -he hoped to
obtrude upon the people”’. But as all Patricians
were incapable of the Tribunate, by it’s original
inftitution, fo his firft ftep was to make himfelf a
Plebeian, by the pretence of an adoption into 2
Plebeian houfe, which could not yet be done
without the fuffrage of the people. This cale was
wholly new, and contrary to all the forms; want-
ing every condition, and ferving none of the ends,
which were required in regular adoptions ; fo that
on the firlt propofal it feemed too extravagant to
be treated ferioufly, and would foon have been
hiffed off with fcorn, had it not been concerted
and privately fupported by perfons of much mor¢
weight than Clodins. Cwmfar was at the bottom
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of it, and Pompey fecretly favored it : not that
they intended to ruin Cicero, but to keep him only
under the lath; and if they could not draw him
into their meafures, or make him at leaft fit quiet,
to let Clodius loofe upon him. The f{olicitor of it
was one Herennius, an obfcure, hardy Tribune,
who firft moved it to the Senate, and afterwards
to the people, but met with no encouragement
from either: for the Conful Metellus, though
brother-in-law to Clodius, warmly oppofed it’";
and declared, that he would ftrangle him fooner
with his own hands, than {uffer him to bring fuch
a difgrace upon his family °*: yet Herennius perfifted
to prefs it, but without any vifible effect or fuccefs;
and fo the matter hung through the remainder of
the year.

Cicero affected to treat it with the contempt
which it feemed to deferve; fometimes rallying
Clodius with much pleafantry, fometimes admo-
nifhing him with no lefs gravity: he told him in
the Senate, that his attempt gave him no manner
of pain; and that it fhould not be any more in
his power to overturn the State, when a Plebeian,
than it was in the power of the Patricians of the
fame ftamp in the time of his Confulthip’’. But
whatever face he put outwardly on this affair,
it gave him a real uneafinels within, and made
him unite himfelf more clofely with Pompey, for
the benefit of his protection againlt a ftorm,
which he faw ready to break upon him; while
Pompey, ruffled likewile by the oppofition of the
Senate, was as forward on his fide to embrace
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Cicero, as a perfon neceflary to his interefts.
Cicero, however, imagining, that this ftep would
be cenfured by many, as a defertion of his old
principles, takes frequent occafion to explain the
motives of it to his friend Atticus , declaring,
¢ that the abfolution of Clodius, the alienation
“ of the Knights, the indolence and luxury of
“ the Confular Senators, who minded nothing
“ but their fifh - ponds, their carps and mullets,
“ and yet were all envious of him, made it
“ neceflary for him to feek fome firmer fupport
“ and alliance. — That in this new friendfhip he
% fhould attend ftill to what the Sicilian wag
“ Epicharmus whifpered, be watchful and diftruft,
% for thofe are the nerves of the mind*.” On
another occafion he obferves, * That his union
« with Pompey, though ufeful to himfelf, was
“ more ufeful to the Republic, by gaining a man
« of his power and authority, who was wavering
« and irrefolute, from the hopes and intrigues of
% the factious: that if this could not have been
 done without drawing upon himfelf a charge
 of levity , he would not have purchafed that,
“ or any other advantage at fuch a price: but he
¢ had managed the matter fo, as not to be thought
« the worlt citizen for joining with Pompey, but
* Pompey himfelf the better, by declaring for
“ him. — That fince Catulus’s death , he ftood
“ fingle and unfupported by the other Confulars
 in the caufe of the ariftocracy; for as the Poet
* Rhinton fays, Some of them were good for

nothing, others cared for nothing’*. But how
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much thefe filh-mongers of ours envy me,” fays

he, « 1 will wnite you word another time, or
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referve it to our meeting. Yet nothing fhall
ever draw me away from the Senate; both
becaufe it is right, and moft agreeable to my
intereft , and that I have no reafon to be
difpleafed with the marks of refpect which they
give me*’. ” In a third letter, he fays, “You
chide me gently for my union with Pompey :
I would not have you to think, that I fought
it only for my own fake; but things were come
to fuch a crifis, that if any difference had
happened between us, it muft have caufed great
difturbance in the Republic ; which I have
guarded againft in fuch 2 manner, that without
departing from my own maxims, I have rendered
him the better, and made him remit fomewhat
of his popularity : for you muflt know, that he
now fpeaks of my adts, which many have been
incenfing him againft, much wmore glorioufly
than he does of his own; and declares, that he
had only ferved the State fuccefsfully but that
I had faved it’’. What good this will do to
me, I know not; but it will certainly do much
to the Republic. What if T could make C=far
alfo a better citizen, whofe winds are now very
profperous ; fhould I do any great harm by it?
Nay, if there were none who really envied me,
but all were encouraging me as they ought, it
would yet be more commendable to heal the
viciated parts of the State, than to cut them
off: but now, when that body of Kaights, who
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were planted by me in my Confulthip, with
you at their head, as our guard in the Capital,
have deferted the Senate, and our Confulars
place their chief happinefls in training the fifh
in their ponds to feed from their hands, and
mind nothing elfe; do vot you think, that I
am doing good fervice, by managing fo, that
thofe, who can do mifchief, will not? For as
to our friend Cato, you cannot love him more
than I do; yet, with the beft intentions and the
greatelt integrity, he often hurts the Republic;
for he delivers his opinion, as if it were in the
polity of Plato, not in the dregs of Romulus *’.
What could be more juft, than to call thofe
to an account, who had received meoney for
judging? Cato propofed, the Senate agreed to
it: the Knights prefently declared war againft
the Senate, not againft me; for I was not of
that opinion. What more impudent, than to
demand a releafe from their contrat? yet it
was better to fuffer that lofs, than to alienate
the whole order: but Cato oppofed it, and
prevailed; fo that now, when the Conful was
thrown iato prifon, as well as in all the tumults
which have lately happened, not one of them
would ftir a foot; though under me, and the
Confuls who {fucceeded me, they had defended
the Republic fo firenuoufly, &c. **, ”

In the midft of thefe tranfactions, Julius Ceefar

returned from the government of Spain, which
had  been allotted to him from his Prztorfhip,

with great fame both for his military and political
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acs. He conquered the barbarous nations by his
arms, and civilized them by his laws ; and having
fubdued the whole country as far as the Ocean, and
been faluted Emperor by the foldiers, came away in
all halte to Rome, to fue at the fame time for the
double honor of a Triumph and the Confulfhip *’.
But his demand of the firlt was, according to the
ufual forms, incompatible with his pretenfions to
the fecond ; fince the one obliged him to continue
without the city, the other made his prefence
neceflary within : fo that finding an averfion in
the Senate to difpenfe with the laws in his favor,.
he preferred the folid to the fpecious, and dropt the
Triumph, to lay hold on the Confulthip **°. He
defigned L. Lucceius for his Colleague, and pri-
vately joined interefts with him, on condition
that Lucceius, who was rich, fhould furnifh money
fufficient to bribe the Centuries. But the Senate,
always jealous of his defigns, and fearing the
effects of his power, when fupported by a Col-
league fubfervient to his will, eipoufed the othesr
candidate,, Bibulus, with all their authority, and
made a common purfe to enable him to bribe as high
as his competitors: which Cato himfelf is faid to
have approved *°’. By this means they got Bibulus
eleGted, to their great joy; a man firm to their
wterefts, and determined to obftru& all the ambi-
tious attempts of Cefar.

Upon Czfur's going to Spain, he had engaged
Craflus to ftand bound for him to his creditors, who
were clamorous and troublefome , as far as two
hundred thoufand pounds fterling : fo much did he
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want to be worth nothing, as he merrily faid of
himfelf ***. Craffus hoped, by the purchafe of
his friendfhip, to be able to make head againft
Pompey in the adminiftration of public affairs:
but Caefar, who had long been courting Pompey,
and laboring to difengage him from an union with
Cicero and the arifiocratical intereft, eafily faw,
that as things then ftood, their joint ftrength
would avail but little towards obtaining what
they aimed at, unlefs they could induce Pompey
alfo to join with them: on pretence therefore of
reconciling Pompey and Craffus, who had been
conftant enemies, he formed the projed of a
triple league between the three; by which they
fhould mutually oblige themfelves to promote each
other’sIntereft, and to a&t nothing but by common
agreement: to this Pompey eaflily confented, on
account of the difgult which the Senate had impo-
liticly given him, by their perverfe oppofition to
every thing which he defired or attempted in the
State.

This is commonly called the firft Triumvirate;
which was nothing elfe in reality but a traitorous
Confpiracy of three, the molt powerful Citizens
of Rome, to extort from their country by "vio-
lence what they could not obtain by law. Pom-
pey’s chief motive was, to get his ads confirmed
by Czfar in his Confulfhip; Cexfar’s, by giving way
to Pompey’s glory, to advance his own ; and Crafl-
fus’s, to gain that alcendant, which he could not
fuftain alone, by the authority of Pompey and the
vigor of Cxlar*’. But Cefar, who formed the
fcheme,
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fcheme , eafily faw, that the chief advantage of
it would neceflarily redound to himfeif; he knew,
that the old enmity between the other two,
though it might be palliated, could never be
healed without leaving a fecret jealoufy between
them; and as by their common help he was fure
to make himfelf fuperior to all others, fo by ma-
naging the one againft the other, he hoped to
gain at lalt the fuperionty alfo over them both '**,
To cement this union therefore the more ftrongly
by the ties of blood as well as intereft, he gave
his daughter Julia, a beautiful and accomplifhed
young lady, in marriage to Pompey: and from
this zra all the Roman writers date the origin of
the civil wars, which afterwards enfued, and the
fubverfion of the Republic, in which they end-

ed "k

tu caufa malorum

Fada sribus dominis communis Roma —

. Lucax. 1, gs.
Heuce flow'd our ills y hence all that civil flame,
When Rome the common siave of three became.

Cicero might have made what terms he pleafed
with the Triumvirate ; been admitted even a
partner of their power, and a fourth in their
league; which feemed to want a man of his cha-
racter to make it complete. For while the reft

~were engaged in their governments ; and the

command of armies abroad, his authority would
have been of fingular ufe at home, to manage
Nor. L
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the affairs of the city, and folicit what they had
to tranfact with the Senate or People. Czfar
therefore was extremely defirous to add him to
the party, or to engage him rather in particular
meafures with himfelf; and no fooner entered into
the Confulfhip, than he fent him word by their
common friend Balbus, that he would be govern.
ed in every ftep by him and Pompey, with
whom he would endeavour to join Craflus too ™.
But Cicero would not enter into any engagements
jointly with the Three, whofe union he abhorred;
nor into private meafures with Cafar, whofe in.
tentions he always fufpeced. He thought Pompey
the better citizen of the two; .took his views to
be lefs dangerous, and his temper more trad-
able; and imagined that a feparate alliance with
him would be fufficient to (kreen him from the
malice of his enemies. Yet this put him undet
no fmall difficulty: for if he oppofed the Trium:
virate, he could not expeé to continue well with
Pompey; or, if he ferved it, with the Senate:
in the firft, he faw his ruin; in the fecond, the
lofs of his credit. He chofe therefore, what the
wife will always chufe in fuch circumftances, a
middle way; to temper his behaviour fo, that
with the conftancy of his duty to the Republic, he
might have a regard alfo to his fafety, by remitting
fomewhat of his old vigor and contention , without
fubmitting to the meannefs of confent or approba-
tion; and when his authority could be of no ufeto
his country, to manage their new mafters fo, asnot
to irritate their powrer to his own deftruction; which

P e = |

a3



M. ¢ Toy €€ BRiO; 291

was all that he defired ™’. This was the fcheme:
of politics , which, as he often laments., the
weaknefs of the honeft, the perverfenefs of the
envious, and the hatred of the wicked obliged
him to purfue.

One of his intimate friends Papirius Patus,
made him a prefent about this time of a colledion
of books, which fell to him by the death of his
brother Servius Claudius, a celebrated fcholar
and crtic of that age ***. The books were all
at Athens, where Servius ptobably died ; and
the manner in which Cicero writes about them to
Atticus, fhows what a value he fet upon the pre-
fent, and what pleafure he expected from the ufe
of 1t
“ Papirius Pztus,” fays he, “an honelt man,
who loves me, has given me the books, which
his brother Servius left; and fince your agent
Cincius tells me, that I may fafely take them
by the Cincian law *’, 1 readily fignified my
“ acceptance of them. Now if you love me,
** or know that I love you, 1 beg of you to take
. * care by your friends, clients, hofts, freedmen,
“ flaves, that not a leaf of them be loft. 1 am
in extreme want both of the Greek books,
which 1 guefs, and the Latin, which I know
him to have left: for I find more and more
comfort every day, in giving all the time,
« which I can fteal from the Bar, to thofe Rudies.
You will do me a great pleafure, a very great
one, I affure you, by thowing the fame dili-
' Va
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A. Urb. 694.
Cic. 48.
Coff.

C. Jurius
CHESAR,

M. Car-
PURNIUS
BiguLUs.

“ gence in this, that you ufually do in all other
« affairs, which you take me to have much at
& heart, &c. "*%.”

While Cicero was in the country in the end of
the year, his Archite® Cyrus was finifhing for
him at Rome fome additional buildings to his
houfe on mount Palatine: but Atticus, who was
juft returned from Athens, found great fault with
the fmallnefs of the windows; to which Cicero
gives a jocofe anfwer, bantering both the objec
tion of Atticus, and the way of reafoning of the
architects: “ You little think,” fays he, “thatin
finding fault with my windows, you condemn the
inftitution of Cyrus ***; for when I made the fame
objection, Cyrus told me, that the profpe& of the
fields did not appear to fuch advantage through
larger lights. For let the eye be A; the objed
B, C; the rays D, E; you fee the reft. If vifion
indeed were performed, as you Epicureans hold,
by images flying off from the object, thofe images
would be well crowded 1n fo ftrait a paffage;
buc if by the emiffion of rays from the eye, it
will be made commodioufly enough. If you find
any other fault, you fhall have as good as you
bring; unlefs it can be mended without any coft
to me""’

Czfar and Bibulus entered now into the Con-
fullhip, with views and principles wholly oppo-
fite to each other; while the Senate were pleafing
themfelves with their addrefs, in procuring one
Conful of their own, to check the ambition of
‘the other, and expecting now to reap the fruit

Rl - R Lk
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of it. But they prefently found upon a trial,
that the balance and conftitution of the Republic
was quite changed by the overbearing power of
the Three : and that Cxfar was too ftrong to be
controlled by any of the legal and ordinary
methods of oppofition; he bad gained feven of
the Tribunes, of whom Vatinius was the captain
of his mercenaries ; whole talk it was to {fcour
the fireets, fecure the avenues of the Forum, and
clear it by a fuperior force of all, who were pre-
pared to oppofe them.

Clodius , in the mean time, was pufhing on
the affair of his adoption; and foliciting the peo-
ple to confirm the law, which he had provided
for that purpofe. The Triumvirate pretended to
be againlt it, or at leaft to {tand neuter; but
were watching Cicero’s motions, in order to take
their meafures from his condué, which they did
not find fo obfequious as they expe&ed. In this
interval it happened, that C. Antonius, Cicero’s
colleague, who had governed Macedonia from
the -time of his Confulthip, was now impeached
and brought to a trial for the male-adminiftration
of his Province; and being found guilty, was
condemned to perpetual exile. Cicero was his
advocate, and, in the courfe of his pleading,
happened to fall, with the ufual freedom, into a
complaint of the times and the oppreffion of the
Republic, in a ftyle that was interpreted to refle&
feverely upon their prefent rulers. The Rory
was carried diredtly to Czfar, and reprelented to
him in fuch colors, that he refolved to revenge

V3
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it prefently on Cicero, by bringing on Clodius’s
law; and was fo eager in it, that he inftantdy
called an affembly of the peaple, and being af.
filted by Pompey, as Augur, to make the ad
legal and aulpicious , got the adoption ratified
by the people through all the forms ™, within,
three hours from the time of Cicero’s fpeaking.

Bibulus, who was an Augur too, being ad-
vertifed of what was going forward; fent notice
to Pompey, that he was obferving the heavens
and taking the aufpices, during which function it
was illegal to tranfat any bufinefs with the
people "'*.  But Pompey, inftead of paying any
regard to his meflfage, gave a fanction to the pro-
ceeding by prefiding in it; fo that it was carried
without any oppofition. And thus the bow, %
Cicero calls it, which had been kept bent againft
him and the Republic, was at laft difcharged *;
and a plain admonition given to him, what he
bad to expe@, if he would not be more com
plying. For his danger was brought one fiep
nearer, by laying the Tribunate open to Clodius,
whole next attempt might probably reach home
to him. Thefle laws of adoption were drawn! up
an the ftyle of a petition to the people, after the
following form.

“May it pleafe you, Citizens, to ordain, that
P. Clodius be, to all intents and purpofes of law,
as truly the fon of Fonteius, as if he were begotten
of his body in lawful marriage; and that Fonteius
have the power of life and death over him, as much
as a father has over a proper fon: this, Citi-
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zens , I pray you to confirm in the manner in
which it is defired "*“.”

There were three conditions abfolutely necel-
fary to make an aé&t of this kind regular: firlt,
that the adopter fhounld be older than the adopted,
and incapable of procreating children, after having
endeavoured it without fuccefls when he was
capable : fecondly, that no injury or diminution
fhould be done to the dignity, or the religious
rights of either family: thirdly, that there fhould
be no fraud or collufion in it; nor any thing
fought by it, but the genuine effedts of a real
adoption. All thefe particulars were to be pre-
vioufly examined by the College of Priefis; and
if after a due inquiry they approved the petition,
it was propofed to the fuffrage of the citizens
living in Rome, who voted according to their
original divifion into thirty Curiz, or wards,
which feem to have been analogous to our
parifhes '’ : where no bufinefs however could be
tranfacted , when an Augur or Conful was obferv-
ing the heavens. Now in this adoption of Clodiuss
there was not one of thefe conditions obferved:
the College of Priefts was not fo much as con-
fulted ; the adopter Fonteius had a wife and
children; was a man obfcure and unknown, not
full twenty years old, when Clodius was thirty-
five, and a Senator of the nobleflt birth in Rome:
nor was there any thing meant by it, but purely
to evade the laws, and procure the Tribunate:
for the affair was no fooner over, than Clodius
was emancipated, or fet free again by his new

V4
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father from all his obligations *'*. But thefe ob-
ftacles fignified nothing to Cafar, who always took
the fhorteft way to what he aimed at, and valued
neither forms nor laws, when he had a power
fufficient to control them.

But, the main trial of ftrength between the
two Confuls was about the promulgation of an
Agrarian law, which Caxfar had prepared, for
diftributing the lands of Campania to twenty thou-
fand poor citizens, who had each three children or
more. Bibulus muftered ali his forces to oppofe
it, and came down to the Forum full of courage
and refolution, guarded by three of the Tribunes
and the whole body of the Senate; and as oft as
Cwzfar attempted to recommend it, he as often
interrupted him, and loudly remonfirated againft
it, declaring, that it fhould never pafs in his
year. From words they foon came to blows;
where Bibulus was roughly handled, his Fafces
broken, pots of filth thrown upon his head; his
three Tribunes wounded,and the whole party driven
out of the Forum by Vatinius, at the head of Cefar’s
mob "*. When the tumult was over, and the
Forum cleared of their adverfaries, Cefar pro-
duced Fompey and Craffus into the Roftra, to
fignify their opinion of the law to the people;
where Pompey, after fpeaking largely in praife
of it, declared in the conclufion, that if any
fhould be fo hardy as to oppole it with the {word,
he would defend it with his fhield. Craffus ap-
plauded what Pompey faid, and warmly prefled
the acceptance of it; fo that it paffed upon the
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fpot without any farther contradiction™*. Cicero
was in the country during this conteft, but
fpeaks of it with great indignation in a letter to
Atticus, and wonders at Pompev policy, in fup-
porting Cmefar in an aé fo odious, of alienating
the beft revenues of the Repubhc, and fays,
that he mult not think to make them amends by
bis rents on mount Libanus, for the lofs of thofe,

12%

~which he had taken from them in Campania*’,

The Senate and all the Magifirates were obliged ,
by a fpecial claufe of this law, to take an oath to
the obfervance of it; which Cato himfelf, though
he had publicly declared that he would never do
it, was forced at laft to fwallow **’,

Bibulus made his complaint the next day in
the Senate, of the violence offered to his perfon;
but finding the affembly fo cold and intimidated,
that no body cared to enter into the affair, or to
move any thing about it, he retired to his houfe
in defpair, with a refolution to fhut himfelf up for
the remaining eight months in the year, and to
aét no more in public but by his edicts"*’, This
was a weak ftep in a magiftrate armed with fo-
vereign authority; for though it had one effe@,
which he propofed by it, of turning the odium
of the city upon his colleague, yet it had another
that overbalanced it, of firengthening the hands
and raifing the fpirits of the adverfe party, by
leaving the field whoily clear to them.

As Cezfars view in the Agrarian law was to
oblige the populace, fo he took the opportunity,
which the Senate had thrown into his hands, of
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obliging the Knights too, by eafing them of the
difadvantageous contract, which they had long
in vain complained of, and remitting a third part
of what they had fipulated to pay'*: and when
Cato ftill oppofed it with his ufual firmuefs, he
ordered him to be hurried away to prifon. He
imagined, that Cato would have appealed to
the Tribunes; but feeing him go along patiently,
without fpeaking a word, and refleGting, that
fuch a violence would create a frefh odium, with-
out ferving any purpofe, he defired one of the
Tribunes to interpofe and releafe him ***, He next
procured a {pecial law from the people, for the
ratification of all Pompey’s ads in Afia; and in
the firuggle about it, fo terrified and humbled
Lucullus, who was the chief oppofer, that he
brought him to alk pardon at his feet ™",

He carried 1t fill with great outward refped
towards Cicero; and gave him to underftand
again by Balbus, that he depended on his affiftance
in the Agrarian law : but Cicero contrived to be
out of the way, and fpent the months of Apnl
and May in his Villa near Antium, where he
had placed his chief colletion of books’”;
amufing himfelf with his ftudies and his children,
or, as he fays jocofely, in counting the waves.
He was projecting, however, a fyftem of Geography
at the requeft of Acticus, but foon grew weary
of it, as a fubject too dry and jejune to admit of
any ornament "; and being defired alfo by Atticus
to fend him the copies of two orations which
be had lately made , his anfwer was, that he bad
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torn one of them, and could not give a copy;
and did not care to let the other go abroad, for
the praifes which it beftowed on Pompey; being
difpofed rather to recant, than publifh them, fince
the adoption of Clodius™’. He feems indeed to
have been too {plenctic at prefent to compofe
any thing but invedives; of which kind he was
now drawing up certain anecdotes, as he calls
them, or a fecret hiftory of the times, to be
{hown to none but Atticus, in the ftyle of Theo-
pompus, the moft fatirical of all writers: for all
his politics, he fays, were reduced to this oné
point, of hating bad citizens, and pleafing himfelf
with writing againft them: and fince he was
driven from the helm, he had nothing to wifh,
but to fee the wreck from the fhore; or, as Seo-

ijo

phocles fays **°,

Usnder the shelter of a good warm roof,
With mind [evenely calm and proue to sleep,
Hear the loud florm and beating rain -without.

“Clodius,, having got through the obRtacle of
his adoption, began without lofs of time to fue
for the Tribunate; whilft a report was induftri-
oufll- {pread, which amufed the city for a while,
of a breach between bim and Cxfar. He declared
every where loudly, that his chief view in de-
firing that office was, to refcind all Ceefar's Ads;
and Czfar, on his part, as openly difclaimed any
fhare 1n his adoption, and denied him to be a
Plebeian. This was eagerly carried to Cicero by
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young Curio; who affured him, that all the young
Nobles were as much incenfed againft their proud
Kings, as he himfelf, and would not bear them
much longer; and that Memmius and Metellus
Nepos had declared againft them: which being
confirmed alfo by Atticus'’s letters, gave no {mall
comfort to Cicero; all whofe hopes of any good
depended, he fays, upon their quarrelling among
themfelves *'". The pretended ground of this
rupture, at it is hinted in Cicero’s letters, was
Clodius’s flighting an offer, which the Triumvirate
made to him, of an embafly to King Tigranes;
for being weary of his infolence, and jealous of
his growing power , they had contrived this em-
ployment as an honorable way of getting rid of
bim: but in the prefent condition of the Republic
Clodius knew his own importance too well, to
quit his views at home, by an offer of fo little
advantage abroad; and was difgufted, that Cefar
bad not named him among the twenty Commifli-
oners appointed to divide the Campanian lands;
and refolved not to ftir from the city, till he had
veaped the fruits of the Tribunate. Cicero men-
tioning this affair to Atticus, fays, “I am much
“ delighted with what you write about Clodius:
“ try all means to fearch into the bottom of it;
® and fend or bring me word, whatever you either
 learn or fufpe&; and efpecially, what he intends
“ to do about the embafly. Before I read your
“ letter, 1 was wilhing that he would accept it;
not for the fake of declining a battle with him,
for I am in wonderful fpirits for fighting; but
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I imagined, that he would lofe by it all the
popularity which he has gained, by going over
to the Plebeians - What then did you mean
by making yourfelf a Plebeian? Was it only
to pay a vifit to Tigranes? Do not the Kings
of Armenia ufe to take notice of Patricians ? —
You fee how I had been preparing myfelf to
rally the embafly; which if he {lights after
all, and if this, as you fay, difgufts the au-
thors and promoters of the law, we fhall
have rare fport. But to fay the truth, Pub-
lius has been treated fomewhat rndely by
them; fince he, who was lately the only
man with Cefar, cannot now find a place
among the twenty; and after promifing one
embafly , they put him off with another; and
while they beftow the rich ones upon Drufus,
or Vatinius, referve this barren one for him,
whofe Tribunate was propofed to be of fuch
ufe to them. Warn him, I beg of you, on
this head,. as much as you can; all our hopes
of fafety are placed on their falling out among
themfelves, of which, as 1 underftand from
Curio, fome fymptoms begin alteady to ap-
pear " Buc all this noife of a quarrel was

found at Ialt to be a mere artifice, as the evert
quickly fhowed : or if there was any real difgult
among them, it proceeded no farther, than to
give the be:cter color to a report, by which they
hoped to impofe upon Cicero, and draw fome un-
wary people into a hafty declaration of themfelves;
and above all, to weaken the obftruction to Clo-
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dius's election from that quarter; whence it was
chiefly to be apprehended.

Cicero retuined to Rome in May , after an
interview with Atticus, who went abroad at the
fame time to his eftate in Epirus : he refolved to
decline all public bufinefs, as much as he decently
could, and to give the greateflt part of his time
to the Bar, and to the defence of caufes ; an
employment always popular, which made many
friends, and few enemies, fo that he was fill
much frequented at home, and honorably attended
abroad, and maintained his dignity, he fays,
not meanly, confidering the general oppreffion;
nor yet greatly, confidering the part which he
had before acted *'. Among the other caufes
which he pleaded this fummer, he twice defended
A. Thermus, and once L. Flaccus ; men of Pre-
torian dignity, who were both acquitted. The
fpeeches for Thermus are loft ; but that for Flac-
cus remains, yet fomewhat imperfect; in which
though he had lately paid fo dear for fpeaking his
mind too freely, we find feveral bold refletions
on the wretched ftate of fubje@ion, to which the
city was now reduced.

This L. Valerius Flaccus had been Prztor in
Cicero’s Confulthip, and received the thanks of
the Senate for his zeal and vigor in the feizure of
Catiline’s accomplices ; but was now accufed by
P. L=lius of rapine and oppreffion in his proviace
of Afia, which was allotted to him from his
Pretorfhip. The defence confifts' chiefly in difplay-
,illg the dignit)-‘ of Fhﬁ criminaI, and j;}va]idating
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the credit of the Afiatic witnefles. Cicero obferves,
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That the Judges who had known and feen
the integrity of Flaccus’s life through a feries
of great employments, were themfelves the beft
witneffes of it, and could not want to learn it
from others, efpecially from Grecians : that for
his part, he had always been particularly ad-
di¢ted to that nation and their fudies, and knew
many modeft and worthy men among them:
that he allowed them to have learning, the
difcipline of many atts, an elegance of writing,
a fluency of fpeaking, and an acutenels of wit:
but as to the fanctity of an oath , they had no
notion of it, knew nothing of the force and the
efficacy of it : that all their concern in giving
evidence was, not how to prove, but how to
exprels what they faid : — that they never ap-
peared in a caufe, but with a refolution to hurt;
nor ever confidered what words were proper for
an oath, but what were proper to do mifchief,
taking it for the laft difgrace, to be baffled, con-
futed, and outdone in [wearing : fo that they
never chofe the beft and worthieft men for wit-
neffes, but the moft daring and loquacious : —

“ in fhort, that the whole nation looked upon an

oath as 2 mere jeft, and placed all their credit,
livelihood, and praife on the fuccefs of an im-
pudent lie : — whereas of the Roman witnefles,

who were produced againft Flaccus , though
feveral of them came angry, fierce, and willing
to ruin him, yet one could not help obferving,
with what caution and religion they delivered
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* what they had to fay; and though they had
* the greateft defire to hurt, yet could not do it
for their feruples: — that a Roman in giving his
teftimony, was always jealous of himfelf, left
he fhould go too far ; weighed all his words,
and was afraid to let any thing drop from him
too haftily and paflionately ; or to fay a fyllable
more or lefs than was neceffary ***.” Then
after thowing at large, by what fcandalous methods
this accufation was procured againft Flaccus, and
after expoling the vanity of the crimes charged
upon him, together with the profligate characters
of the particular witneflfes ; he declares, *that
“ the true and genuine Grecians were all on Flac-
cus’s fide, with public tefiimonies and decrees
in his favor. — Here,” fays he, “ you fee the
Athenians, whence humanity, learning, religion,
the fruits of the earth, the rights and laws of
mankind, are thought to have been firflt propa-
gated ; for the pofleflion of whofe city, the
Gods themfelves are faid to have contended on
the account of it’s beauty ; which 1s of fo great
antiquity , that it is reported to have brought
forth it's own Citizens, and ‘the fame fpot to
have been their parent, their nurfe and their
country ; and of fo great authority, that the
broken ‘and fhattered frame of Greece depends
now fingly on the credit of this City. — Here
alfo are the Lacedemonians, whofe tried and
renowned virtue was confirmed not only by
nature, but by difcipline ; who alone, of all the
* nations upon earth, have fubfifted for above
feven
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*“ feven hundred ‘years, without any change in
* their laws and manners. — Nor can I pafs over
the city of Marfeilles, which knew Flaccus when
firt a foldier, and afterwards Queeltor ; the
gravity of whofe dilcipline, I think preferable,
not only to Greece, but to all other citiess
which, though feparated fo far from the couns
try , the cuftoms, and the language of all Gre-
clans, furrounded by the nations of Gaul, and
“ walhed by the waves of barbarifm, is fo wifely
“ governed by the counfels of an ariftocracy, that
it 1s eafier to praife their conffitution, than to
imitate it . One part of the charge againft
Flaccus, was, for prohibiting the Jews to carry
out of his province the gold, which they ufed to
collect annually through the empire for the Temple
of Jerufalem ; all which he feized and remitted to
the treafury at Rome. The charge itfelf feems to
imply ; that the Jews made no mean figure at this
time in the empire; and Cicero’s anfwer, though
it betrays a great contempt of their religion, through
his ignorance of it; yet fhows, that their numbers
and credit were very confiderable alfo in Rome,
The trial was held near the Aurelian fteps, a place
of great refort for the populace, and particu]arly
for the Jews, who ufed it probably as a kind of
exchange, or general rendez-vous of their country-
men : Cicero therefore proceeds to fay, “It was
“ for this reafon, Lelius, and for the fake of this
“ crime, that you have chofen this place, and all
“ this crowd for the trial : you know what a nu.-
% merous band the Jews are ; what concord among
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themfelves; what a buftle they make in our
alfemblies — I will fpeak foftly , that the Judges
only may hear me; for there are people ready
to incite them againft me and againft every
honeft man; and I would not willingly lend
any help to that defign — Since our gold then
is annually carried out of ltaly, and all the
Provinces, in the name of the Jews, to Jerufa-
lem, Flaccus, by a public ediét, prohibited
the exportation of it from Afia: and where 1s
there a man, Judges, who does not truly ap-
plaud this a&? The Senate, on feveral different
occafions, but more feverely in my Confulfhip,
condemned the exportation of gold. To with-
ftand this barbarous fuperftition was a piece
therefore of laudable difcipline ; and, out of
regard to the Republic , to contemn the multi-
tude of Jews, who are fo tumultuous in all our
affemblies, an a& of the greateft gravity : but
Pompey , it feems, when he took Jerufalem,
meddled with nothing in that Temple : in which,
as on many other occafions, he acted prudently,
that in fo fufpicious and ill-tongued a people,
he would not give any handle for calumny;
for 1 can never believe , that it was the religion
of Jews and enemies, which hindered this excellent
General , but his own modefty.” Then after

fhowing, * that Flaccus had not embezzled or
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feized the gold to his own ufe. but tranfmitted
it to the public treafury, he obferves, that it
was not therefore for the fake of the crime, but
to raife an envy, that this faét was mentioned;
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“ and that the accufer’s fpeech was turned from

the Judges , and addreffed to the circle around
them : Every city,” {fays he, “Lzlius, has it’s
religion ; we have ours: while Jerufalem flourifh-
ed, and Judza was at peace with us, yet their
religious rites were held inconfiftent with the
fplendor of this Empire, the gravity of the
Roman name, and the inflitutions of our an-
ceftors : but much more ought they to be held
fo now ; fince they have let us fee, by taking
arms , what opinion they have of us; and by
their being conquered, how dear they are to
the Gods***.” He proceeds in the laft place to
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thow, what he had intimated in the beginning ,
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that the real aim of this trial was to facrifice
“thofe, who had fignalized themfelves again(t
“ Catiline, to the malice and revenge of the fedi-
“ tious:” and puts the Judges in mind; * that
““ the fate of the city, and the fafety of all honeft
men , now refted on their thoulders : that they
faw in what an unfettled ftate things were, and
what a turn their affairs had taken : that among
many other acts, which certain men had done,
they were now contriving, that by the votes
and decilions of the Judges every honeft mun
* might be undone : that thefe Judges indeed had
“ given many laudable judgments in favor of the
Republic ; many, againft the wickednefs of the
confpirators : yet fome people thought the Re-
“ public not yet {ufficiently changed, till the beft
* citizens were involved in the fame punithment
* with the worft. C. Antonius,” fays he, *i§
X 2
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already opprefled ; let it be fo : he had a peculiar
infamy upon him : yet even he, if I may be
allowed to fay it, would not have been con-
demned by you : upon whofe condemnation a
fepulchre was dreffed up to Catiline, and cele-
brated with a fealt and concourfe of our auda-
cious and domeltic enemié¢s, and funeral rites
performed to him : now the death of Lentulus
is to be revenged on Flaccus; and what more
agreeable facrifice can you offer to him, than
by Flaccus’s blood to fatiate his deteftable hatred
of us all ? Let us then appeafe the manes of
Lentulus; pay the laft honors to Cethegus ; recal
the banifhed ; nay, let me alfo be punifhed for
the excefs of my love to my country; I am
already named and marked out for a trial ; have
crimes forged , dangers prepared for me; which
if they had attempted by any other method ;
or if, in the name of the people, they had
ftirred up the unwary multitude againft me,
I could better have born it; but it is not to
be endured, that they fhould think, to drive
out of the city the authors, the leaders, the
champions of our common fafety ; by the help
of Senators and Knights, who with one mind
and confent, affilted fo greatly in the fame
caufe. They know the mind and inclination
of the Roman people : the people themfelves
take all poflible occafions of declaring it : there
is no variety in their fentiments, or their lan-
guage. 1f any one therefore call me hither, I
come : 1 do not only not refafe, but require
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“ the Roman people for my judge : let force

only be excluded ; let fwords and ftones be
“ removed ; let mercenaries be quiet; let flaves
% be filent; and when I come to be heard for
myfelf, there will not be a man fo unjuft, if he
be free and a citizen, who will not be of opi-
nion , that they ought to vote me rewards, ra-
ther than punifhment '”’.” He concludes, by
applying himfelf as ufual, to move the pity and
clemency of the bench towards the perfon of the
criminal , by all the topics proper to excite com-
paffion : “the merit of his former fervices; the
 Juftre of his family ; the tears of his children;
¢ the difcouragement of the honeft’; and the hurt,
‘¢ which the Republic would fuffer, in being de-
“ prived, at fuch a time, of fuch a citizen.”

Q. Cicero, who fucceeded Flaccusin the province
of Afia, was now entering into the third year of
his government, when Cicero fent him a moft ad-
mirable letter of advice about the adminiftration of
his province ; fraught with fuch excellent precepts
of moderation, humanity, juftice, and layingdo wn
rules of governing, fo truly calculated for the
good of mankind, that it deferves a place in the
clofets of all who govern : and efpecially of thofe,
who are intrufted with the command of foreign
provinces ; who by their diftance from any im-
mediate control, are often tempted, by the in-
folence of power, to adts of great oppreflion.

The Triumvirate was now dreaded and deteft-
ed by all ranks of men: and Pompey as the firft of
the league, had thefirft fhare of the public hatred:
X3
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fo that thefe affedters of popularity , fays Cicero,
have taught even modeft men to hifs **. Bibulus
was continually teafing them by his edids; in
which he inveighed and protefted againlt all their
acts. - Thefe edi@s were greedily received by the
city ; all people got copies of them ; and where-
ever they were fixed up in the fireets, it was fcarce
pollible to pafs for the crowds which were reading
them ™*. Bibulus was extolled to the fkies ; though
I know not why, fays Cicero , unlefs, like another
Fabius, he is thought to fave the State by doing no-
thing: for what is all his greatnefs of mind, buta
mere teftimony of his fentiments , without any fervice
to the Republic ™ # His edi®ts however provoked
Cefar fo far, that he attempted to excite the mob to
ftorm his houfe, and drag him out by force: and Va-
tinius actually made an affault upon it, though with-
out fuccefs "**, But while all the world difliked,
lamented, and talked loudly againft thefe proceedings;
and above all, young Curio at he head of the
young Nobility, yet, we feek no remedy, fays Cicero,
through a perfuafion, that there is no refifting , but
to our deftruction *™**

The inclinations of the people were fhown
chiefly , as he tells us, in the Theatres and public
fhows ; where, when Czfar entered, he wasreccived
only with a dead applaufe ; but when young Curio,
who followed him, appeared, he was clapped, as
Pompey ufed tobe in the height of his glory. And
in the Apollinarian plays Diphilus, the Tragedian,
happening to have fome paflages in his part, which
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were thought to hit the charadter of Pompey,
he was forced to repeat them a thoufand times:

Thoz by our wmiferies art great——

The time will come wohen thow wilt voreschedly Ila-
ment that greatiefiemm——

If neither lavw nor cuftom can veftrain thee——

at each of which fentences, the whole theatre
made fuch a roaring and clapping, that they could
hardly be quieted . Pompey was greatly
fhocked, to find himfelf fallen fo low in the efteem
of the city: he had hitherto lived in the midft of
glory , an utter franger to difgrace, which made
him the more impatient under fo mortifying a
change: “I could fcarce refrain from tears” fays
Cicero, “ to fee what an abje@, paultry figure
“ he made in the Roftra, where he never ufed to
“ appear but with univerfal applaufe and admi-
“ ration; meanly haranguing againft the edids
“ of Bibulus, and difpleafing not ouly his au-
¢ dience, but himfelf: a fpectacle, agrecable to
¢ none, fo much as to Craflus; to fee him fallen
« fo low from fuch a height: ——and as Appelles
« or Protogenes would have been gricved to fee
« one of their capital pieces befmeared with dirt;
“ fo it was a real grief to me, to fee the man,
¢ whom | had painted with all the colors of my
« art, become of a fudden fo deformed: for
“ though no body can think fince the aifair of
“ Clodius, that 1 have any realon to be his friend;

X 4
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“ yet my love for him was fo great, that no in-
¢ jury could efface jt'**.”

Czfar, on the other hand, began to 'reap
fome part of that fruit,- which he expected from
their union: he forefaw from the firlt, that the
odium of it would fall upon Pompey; the benefit
accrue to himfelf ** : (ill Pompey gradually finking
under the envy, and himfelf infenfibly rifing by
the power of it, they might come at laft to a&
upon a level : or, as Florus ftates the feveral views
of the Three , Cxefar wanted to acquire ; Craflus to
increafe; Pompey to preferve his dignity **. So
that Pompey in reality was but: the dupe of the
other two : whereas if he had united himfelf with
Cicero, and through him with the Senate; whi-
ther his own and his country’s intereft called him,
and where, from the different talents of the men,
there could have been no contralt of glory or
power; he muft have preferved through life,
what his utmolt ambition feemed to aim at, the
character not only of the firR, but of the beflt
citizen in Rome: but by his alliance with Cefar,
he lent his authority to the nurfing up a rival, who
gained upon him daily in credit, and grew too
ftrong for him at laft in power. The people’s dif-
affe@ion began to open his eyes, and make him
fenfible of his error; which he frankly awned to
Cicero, and feemed defirous of entering into mea-
fures with him to retrieve it . He faw himfelf on
the brink of a precipice, where to proceed was ruin-
ous, to retreat ignominious; the honelt were be-
come his enemies; and the fa@ious had never
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been his friends. But though it was eafy to fee
his miftake, it was difficult to find a remedy :
Cicero prefled the only one, which could be ef-
fectual, an immediate breach with Cefar; and ufed
all arguments to bring’ him to it; but Cafar was
more fuccefsful, and drew Pompey quite away from
him ™5 and having got poffeffion, entangled
him fo faft, that he could never difengage himfelf
till it was too late.

But to give a turn to the difpofition of the
people, or to draw their attention at lealt another
way , Cefar contrived to amufe the city with the
difcovery of a new confpiracy , to affaflinate Pom-
pey. Vettius who, in Catiline’s affair , had impeached
Czfar, and fmarted feverely for it, was now
inftructed how to make amends for that {tep,
by fwearing a plot upon the oppofite party ; par-
ticularly upon young Curio, the brifkelt oppofer

" of the Trinmvirate. For this purpofe, he mfinu-

ated himfelf into Curio’s acquaintance , and when
he was grown familiar, opened to him a refolu-
tion which he pretended to have taken, of kil
ling Pompey ; in expedation of drawing fome ap-
probation of it from him: but Curio carried the
ftory to his father, who gave immediate informa-
tion of it to Pompey; and fo the matter, being
made public, was brought before the Senate. This
was a difappointment to Vettius, who had laid his
mealures fo, * that he himfelf fhould have been
¢ feized in the Forum with a poniard; and his
* flaves taken alfo with poniards; and upon his
“ examination, was to have made the firlt difco-
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¢ very, if Curio had not prevented him. But
¢ being now examined before the Senate, he de-
“ nied at firft his having any fuch difcourfe with
¢ Curio; but prefently recanted, and offered to
¢ difcover what he knew, upon promife of par-
“ don, which was readily granted : he then told
them, that there was a plot formed by many
“ of the young Nobility, of which Curio was the
“ head: that Paullus was engaged in it from the
¢ firlt , with Brutus allo and Legtulus, the fon of
¢ the Flamen, with the privity of his father: that
*¢ Septimius, the fecretary of Bibulus, had brought
*“ him a dagger from Bibulus himfelf. ~ This was
“ thought ridiculous , that Vettius fhould not be
“ able to procure a dagger, unlefs the Conful had
“ given him one. — Young Curio was called in to
“ anfwer to Vettius’s information, who foon con-
“ founded him, and fhowed his narrative to be
“ inconfiltent and impoflible: for he had depofed,
“ that the young Nobles had agreed to attack
“ Pompey in the Forum, on the day when Ga-
“ binius gave his fhow of Gladiators, and that
¢ Paullus was to be the leader in the attack;
“ but it appeared, that Paullus was in Macedo-
“ nia at that very time. The Senate therefore
¢ ordered Vettius to be clapt into irons, and that
“if any man releafed him, he fhould be deemed
“ a public enemy. ”

Caflar, however, unwilling to let the matter
drop fo eafily, brought him out again the next
day, and produced him to the people in the Roftra;
and in that place, where Bibulus, though Conful,
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durft not venture to fhow himfelf, exhibited this
wretch , as his puppet , to utter whatever he (hould
think fit to infpire. Vettius impeached feveral here,
whom he had not named before in the Senate;
particularly Lucullus and Domitius; he did not
name Cicero, but faid , that a certain Senator of
great eloquence, and Confular rank , and a neigh-
bour of the Conful, had told him, that the times
wanted anether Brutus or Ahala. When he had done,
and was going down, being called back again and
whifpered by Vatinius, and then aflked aloud,
whether he could recolleét nothing more, he far-
ther declared, that Pifo, Cicero’s fon in law, and
M. I,.aterenﬁs were alfo privy to the defign***. But
it happened in this, as it commonly does in all
plots of the fame kind, that the too great eager-
nels of the managers deftroyed it’s effect: for, by
the extravagance to which it was pufhed, it con-
futed itfelf; and was entertained with fo general
a contempt by all orders, that Cafar was glad to
get rid of it, by Pcranghng or pmfonmg Vettius pri-
vately in prifon, and giving it out, that it was
done by the Confpirators **

The Senate had ftill one expedient in referve
for mortifying Cefar, by throwing fome contempti-
ble Province upon him at the expiration of his Con-
{ulfhip; as the care of the woods or the roads; or
what fhould give him at leaft no power to molelt
them **'. The diftribution of the Provinces was,
by ancient ufage and exprefs law, their undoubted
prerogative; which had never been invaded or at-
tempted by the people "*; fo that this piece of
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revenge, or rather felf-defence, feemed to be clearly
in their power: but Czfar, who valued no law
or cuftom, which did not ferve his purpofes , with-
out any regard to the Senate, applied himfelf to
his better friends, the people; and by his agent
Vatinius procured from them, by a new and ex-
traordinary law, the grant of Cifalpine Gaul, with
the addition of Illyricum, for the term of five years.
This was a cruel blow to the power of the Senate,
and a dire& infringement of the old conftitution;
as it transferred to the people a right, which they
had never exercifed, or pretended ‘to before *’.
It.convinced the Senate, however, that all oppofition
was vain; fo that when Cfar foon after declared
a defire to have the Tranfalpine Gaul added to his
other Provinces, they decreed it to him readily them-
{elves; to prevent his recurring a fecond time to the
people , and eftablifhing a precedent, fo fatal to their
authority **.

Clodius began now to threaten Cicero with all
the terrors of his Tribunate ; to which he was eled-
ed without any oppofition: and in proportion as
the danger approached, Cicero’s apprehenfions
were every day more and more alarmed. The
abfence of his friend Atticas, who was lately gone
to Epirus, was an additional mortification to him:
for Atticus having a great familiarity with all the
Clodian family , might have been of fervice, either
in difluading Clodius from any attempt, or in
filhing out of him at leaft what he really intended.
Cicero prefled him therefore in every letter to come
back again to Rome; “If you love me”, fayshe,




MO: T8 €41 C EXRO; 317

as much as I am perfuaded you do, hold your-
felf ready to run hither; as foon as I call:
though I am doing, and will do every thing in
my power to fave you that trouble **’. — My
wilhes and my affairs require you: I fhall want
neither counfel, nor courage, nor forces, if I
fee you here at the time. I have reafon to be
fatisfied with Varro: Pompey talks divine-
ly ¥‘. —How much do I wifh, that you had
ftaid at Rome; as you furely would have done,
if you had imagined how things would happen:
we fhould eafily have managed Clodius, or
learnt at leaft for certain what he meant to do.
At prefent he flies about; raves; knows not
what he would be at ; threatens many; and
will take his meafures perbaps at laft from
chance. When he reflects, in what a general
odium the adminiftration of our affairs now i1s,
he feems difpofed to turn his attacks upon the
authors of it; but when he confiders their
power, and their armies, he falls again upon
me; and threatens me both with violence and
a trial—Many things may be tranfacted by our
friend Varro, which, when urged alfo by you,
would have the greater weight; many things
may be drawn from Clodius himfelf; many
difcovered, which cannot be concealed from
you; but it is abfurd to run into particulars,
when I want you for all things—the whole de-
pends on your coming before he enters into his
Magiftracy **’. Wherefore , if this finds you
afleep, awake yourfelf; if flanding fill, come
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* away; if coming, run; if running, fly: itis
incredible, what a ftrefs I lay on your counftl
and prudence; but above all, on your love and
“ fidelity , &c. ***, ”

Czfar’s whole aim in this affair was to fubdue
Cicero’s fpirit, and diftrefs him fo far, as to force
him to a dependence upon him: for which end,
while he was privately encouraging Clodius to pur-
fue him, he was propofing expedients to Cicero
for his fecurity: he offered to put him into the
commiflion, for diftributing the lands of Campania,
with which twenty of the principal Senators were
charged: but as it was an iavitation only into the
place of one deceafed, and not an original defig-
nation, Cicero did not think it for his dignity to
accept it ; nor cared on any account to bear a part
in an affair fo odious'””; he then offered, in the
moft obliging manner, to make him one of his
Licutenants in Gaul, and prefled it earneftly upon
him : which was both a fure and honorable way
of avoiding the danger, and what he might have
made ufe of fo far only, as it ferved his purpofe,
without embarrafling himfelf with the duty of it**;
yet Cicero, after fome hefitation, declined this
alfo. He was unwilling to owe the obligation of
his fafety to any man, and much more to Cafar;
being defirous, if poflible, to defend himfelf by
his own firength ; as he could eafily have done,
if the Triumvirate would not have acted againft
him. But this Riffnefs fo exafperated Cwfar, that
he refolved immediately to affift Clodius, with all
his power, ‘to opprefs him, and in excufe for it
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afterwards, ufed to throw the whole blame on Cicero
himfelf, for flighting fo obftinately all ihe friendly
offers which he made to him 'f'. Pompey all this
while, to prevent his throwing himfelf perhaps
into Cxfar’s hands, was giving him the ftrongelt
affurances, confirmed by oaths and vows, that
there was no danger, and that he would fooner
be killed himfelf, than fuffer him to be hurt; that
both Clodius and his brother Appius had folemn-
ly promifed to act nothing againft him, but to be
wholly at his difpofal; and if they did not keep
their word, that he would let all the world fee,
how much he preferred Cicero’s friendfhip to all
his other engagements. In Cicero’s account of this
to Atticus, Varro, fays he, gives me full fatis-
faction. Pompey loves me, and treats me with
great kindnefs. Do you believe him ? you'll fay,
Yes I do, He convinces me, that he is in earn-
eft.—Yet fince all men of affairs, in their hiftoris
cal reflections, and even Poets too in their verfes
admonifh us always to be upon our guard, nor
t0 believe too eafily; I comply with them in one
thing; to ufe all proper caution, as far as I am
able; but for the other, find it impoffible for me
not to believe him**

But whatever really paffed between Clodius
and Pompey; Cicero perceiving that Clodius
talked in a different ftrain to every body elfe,
and denounced nothing but war and ruin to him,
began to be very fufpicious of Pompey , and pre-
pared to defend himfelf by his genuine forces, the
Senatg and the Knights, with the honeflt of ali
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ranks, who were ready to fly to his affiftance;
from all parts of Italy *’. This was the fituation
of affairs, when Clodius entered upon the Tri
bunate; where his firft act was, to put the fame
affront on Bibulus, which had been offered be-
fore to Cicero, on laying down that office, by
not {uffering him to fpeak to the people, but only
to take the accuftomed oath.

Q. Metellus Celer, an excellent Citizen and
Patriot, who from his Confulfhip obtained the
government of Gaul, to which Czfar now fuc-
ceeded , died fuddenly this fummer at Rome, in
the vigor of his health and flower of his age, not
without -fufpicion of violence. His wife, the {ifs
ter of Clodius, alewd, intriguing woman, was
commouly thought to have poifoned him; as well
to revenge his oppofition to all the attempts of
her brother, as to gain the greater liberty of purs
fuing her own amours. Cicero does not feruple
to charge her with it in his fpeech for Cezlius,
where he gives a moving account of the death of
her hufband, whom he vifited in his laft moments;
when in broken, faultering accents he foretold the
ftorm, which was ready to break, both upon
Cicero and the Republic; and in the midft of his

agonies figoified it to be his only concern in dy- .

ing, that his friend and his countty fhould be de-
prived of his help at fo critical a conjunéure ***.
By Metellus’s death a place became vacant in
the college of Augurs: and though Cicero was fo
fhy of accepting any favor from the Triumvirate,

yet he feems inclined to have accepted this, if it

had
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had been offered to him, as he intimaté§ in a let
ter to Atticus. Tell me, fays he, every tittle
of news that is Rlirring’; and fince Nepos is leaving
Rome, whois to have his brother’s Augaurate : it
1s the only thing with which they could tempt
me. Obferve my weaknefs! But what have I to
do with fuch things, to which I long to bid a-
dieu, and turn myfelf entirely to Philofophy ? I
am now in earneflt to do it; and wifh that I had
been fo from the beginning ***. But his inclination
to, the Augurate, at this time; was nothing elfe,
we fee, but a fudden ftart of an unweighed thought;
no fooner thrown out than retracted; and dropt
only to Atticus, to whom he ufed to open all
his thoughts with the fame freedom, with which
they offered themfelves to his own mind***: for
it is certain, that he might have had this ver
Augurate, if he had thought it worth alking for
nay , in a letter to Cato, who could not be ignorant
of the faét, he fays, that he had actually flighted it
which feems indeed to have been the cafe "7 : for
though he was within twenty miles of Rome, yet
he never ftirred from his retreat to folicit or offer
himfelf for it; which he muft neceffarily have done,
if he had any real defire to obtain it.

Cicero’s fortunes feemed now to be ina tottering:
condition : his enemies were gaining ground upou
him, and any addition of help from the new
Magiftrates might turn the fcale to his ruin,
Catulus ufed to tell him, that he had no caufe
to fear any thing; for that one good Conful was
fufficient to prote@ him ; and Rome had never
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known two bad ones in office together, except in
Cinna’s tyranny ***. But that day was now come;
and Rome faw in this year, what it had never
feen before in peaceful times fince it’s foundation,
two profligate men advanced to that high dignity.

Thefe were L. Calpurnius Pifo and A. Gabini-
us; the one, the father-in-law of Czfar; the other,
the creature of Pompey. Before their entrance into
office, Cicero had conceived great hopes of them,
and not without reafon: for, by the marriage of
his daughter, he was allied to Pifo; who conti-
nued to give him all the marks of his confidence,
and had employed him, in his late election, to
prefide over the votes of the leading Century;
and when he entered into his office, on the firft
of January, alked his opinion the third in the Se.
nate, or the next after Pompey and Craffus':
and he might flatter himfelf alfo probably, that,
on account of the influence which they were un-
der, they would not be very- forward to declare
themfelves againft him *’°. But he prefently found
himfelf deceived: for Clodius had already fecured
them to his meafures, by a private contract to

rocure for them, by a grant of the people, two
of the belt Governments of the Empire ; for Pifo,
Macedonia, with Greece and Theffaly; for Ga-
binius, Cilicia: and when this lalt was not thought
good enough, and Gabinius feemed to be difp]caf-
ed with his bargain, it was exchanged foon after
for Syria, with a power of making war upon the
Parthians . For this price they agreed to ferve
him in all his defigns, and particularly in the

th
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oppreflion of Cicero; who on that account, often
calls them, not Confuls, but brokers of Provinces,
and fellers of their Country *,

They were, both of them, equally corrupt in
their morals yet very different in their tempers.
Fifo had been accufed the year before by P. Clo-
dius, of plundering and oppreffing the allies: when
by throwing himlelf at the feet of his judges in
the molt abject manner, and in the midft of a vi-
olent rain, he is faid to have moved the compaf-
fion of the bench, who thought it punifhment
enough for a man of his birth, to be reduced to
the neceflity of proftrating himfelf fo miferably,
andrifing fo deformed and befmeared with dirt 7’ .
But in truth, it was Cefar’s authority that faved
him and reconciled him at the fame time to Clo-
dius. In his outward carriage, he affected the
mien and garb of a Philofopher; and his alpect
greatly contributed to give him the credit of that
character: he was fevere in his looks; {qualid in
his drefs; flow in his fpeech; morofe in his man.
ners; the very picture of antiquity, and a pattern
of the ancient Republic; ambitious to be thought
a Patriot, and a reviver of the old difcipline. But
this garb of rigid virtue covered a moft lewd and
vicious mind : he was furrounded always with
Greeks, to imprint a notion of his learning': bug
while others entertained them for the improve.
ment of their knowledge; he, for the gratification
of his lufts; as his cooks, his pimps, or his drunk-
en companions. In fhort, he was a dirty, fotti(h,
ftupid, Epicyrean; wallowing in all the low and
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filthy pleafures of life; till a falfe opinion of his
wifdom, the fplendor of his great family, and the
fmoaky images of anceftors whom he refembled
in nothing but his complexion, recommended him
to the Confulfhip; which expofed the genuine
temper and talents of the man*’*.

His Colleague Gabinius was no hypocrite but
a profefled rake from the beginning; gay, foppilh,
luxurious; always curled, and perfumed; and liv-
ing in a perpetual debauch of gaming. wine, and
women ; void of every principle of virtue, honor,
and probity ; and fo defperate in his fortunes
through the extravagance of his pleafures, that
he had no other refource, or hopes of fubfiftence,
but from the plunder of the Republic. In his
Tribunate, to pay his court to Pompey, he ex-
pofed to the mob the plan of Lucullus's boufe,
to fhow what an expenfive fabric one of the
greateft fubjects of Rome was building, as he
would intimate, out of the fpoils of the Treafury:
yet this vain man, oppreffed with debts, and
{carce able to fhow his head, found means, from
the perquifites of his Confulfhip, to build a much
more magnificent palace, than Lucullus himfelf
had done'”’. No wonder then, that two fuch
Confuls, ready to facrifice the Empire itfelf to
their lufts and pleafures, fhould barter away the
fafety and fortunes of a private Senator, whofe
virtue was a ftanding reproof to them, and whofe
very prefence gave fome check to the free in-
dulgence of their vices.

Clodius having gained the Confuls, made his
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next attempt upon the people, by obliging them
with feveral new laws, contrived chiefly for their
advantage, which he now promulgated. Firlt,
that corn fhould be diftributed gratis to the Citi-
zens. Secondly, that no Magifirates fhould take
the Aufpices, or obferve the heavens, when the
people were actually affembled on public bufinefs.
Thirdly, that the old Companies or Fraternities
of the City, which the Senate had abolifhed,
fhould be revived, and new ones infticuted. Fourth.
ly, to pleafe thofe alfo of higher rank, that the
Cenfors {hould not expel from the Senate, or inflik
any mark of infamy on any man, who was not
firlk openly accufed and convicted of fome crime
by their joint fentence”*. Thefe laws, though
generally agreeable, were highly unfeafonable;
tending to relax the public difcipline, at a time
when it wanted moft to be reinforced: Cicero took
them all to be levelled at himfelf, and contrived
to pave the way to his ruin; fo that he provided
his friend L. Ninnius, one of the Tribunes, to
put his negative upon them; efpecially on the law
of Fraternities; which, under color of incorpo-
rating thofe focieties,, gave Clodius an opportunity
of gathering an army , and inlifting into his fervice
all the fcum and dregs of the City 7. Dion Caf
fius fays, that Clodius fearing, left this oppofition
fhould retard the effect of his other projeéts, per-
{fuaded Cicero, in an amicable conference, to with-
draw his Tribune, and give no interruption to
his laws, upon a promife and condition, that he
would not make any attempt againlt him'"*: byt

X 3
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we find from Cicero’s account, that it was the
advice of his friends, which induced him to be
quiet againft his own judgment; becaufe the laws
themf{elves were popular, and did not perfonall
affe bim: though he blamed himfelf foon after-
wards for his indolence, and expoftulated with
Atticus for advifing him to it; when he felt to
his coft the advantage which Clodius had gained
by it*”’.

For the true defign of all thefe laws was, to
introduce only with better grace, the grand plot
of the play; the banifhment of Cicero: which
was now directly attempted by a fpecial law, im-
porting, that whoever had taken the life of a
Citizen uncondemned and without a trial , fhould
be prohibited from fire and water ™. Though
Cicero was not named, yet he was marked out
by the law: his crime was, the putting Catiline’s
accomplices to death; which though not done
by his fingle authority, but by a general vote
of the Senate, and after a folemn hearing and de-
bate, was alledged to be illegal, and contrary to
the liberties of the people. Cicero, finding him-
felf thus reduced to the condition of a criminal,
changed his habit upon it, as it was ufual in the
cafe of a public impeachment; and appeared about
the ftreets in a fordid or mourning gown, to ex-
cite the compaflion of his Citizens: whillt Clodius,
at the head of his mob, contrived to meet and
infult him at every turn; reproaching him for his
cowardice and dejection, and throwing dirt and
ftones at him ™", But Cicero foon gathered friends
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enough about him to fecure him from fuch in-
fults; “ the whole body of the Knights and the
“ young Nobility, to the number of twenty-thou-
« fand ***, with young Craffus at their head;
* who all changed their habit, and perpetually
% attended him about the City, to implore the
“ protection and affiftance of the people.”

The City was now in great agitation, and every
part of it engaged on one fide or the other. The
Senate met in the Temple of Concord ; while
Cicero’s friends affembled in the Capitol; whence
all the Knights and the young Nobles went in
their habit of mourning to throw themlelves at
the fect of the Confuls, and beg their interpofition
in Cicero’s favor. Pifo kept his houfe that day
on purpofe to avoid them ; but Gabinius received
them with intolerable rudenefs, though their peti-
tion was feconded by the entreaties and tears of
the whole Senate: he treated Cicero’s character
and Confulthip with the utmoft derifion, and
repulfed the whole company with threats and
infults for their fruitlefs pains to fupport a finking
caufe. This raifed great indignation in the allem.
bly ; where the Tribune Ninnius, inftead of being
difcouraged by the violence of the Conful, made
a motion, that the Senate alfo fhould change their
habit with thereft of the City; which was agreed to
inftantly by an unanimous vote. Gabinius, enraged
at this, flew out of the Senate into the Forum;
where he declared to the people from the Roltra,
“ that men were miftaken to imagine, that the
% Senate had any power in the Republic; that the
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Knights fhould pay dear for that day’s work;
when, in Cicero’s Confulfhip, they kept guard
in the Capiol with their drawn fwords: and
that the hour was now come, when thofe,
who lived at that time in fear, fhould revenge
themfelves on their enemies: and to confirm the
truth of what he faid, he banifhed L, Lamia,
a Roman Knight, two hundred miles from the
City, for his diftinguifhed zeal and adtivity in
Cicero’s fervice ***;” an ac of power, which no
Conful before him had ever prefumed to exert on
any Citizen; which was followed prefently “by
“ an edic from both the Confuls; forbidding the
“ Senate to put their late vote in execution, and
“ enjoining them to refume their ordinary drefs ***.
“ And where is there,” fays Cicero, “in all
“ hiftory, a more illuftrious teftimony to the honor
“ of any man, than, that all the honeft by private
* Inclination, and the Senate by a public decree,
“ fhould change their habit for the fake of 2 fingle
# Citizen 2 "', 7

But the refolution of changing his gown was
too hafty and inconfiderate, and helped to preci-
pitate his ruin. He was not named in the law,
nor perfonally affected by it: the terms of it were
general and fecmingiy juft, reached only to thofe,
who had taken the life of a Citizen illegally.
Whether this was his cafe, or not, was not yet
the point in iffue, but to be the fubje@ of another
trial: fo that by making himfelf a criminal before
his time, he fhortened the trouble of his enemies,
dilcouraged his friends, and made his cafe more
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defperate than he needed to have done: whereas,
if he had taken the part of commending or {light-
ing the law, as being wholly unconcerned in it;
and when he came to be actually attacked by a
fecond law, and brought to a trial upon it, had
ftood refolutely upon his defence, he might have
baffled the malice of his profecutors. He was fenfi-
ble of his error, ~when it was too late ; and oft
reproaches Atticus, that being a flander by, and
le[s heated in the game than himfelf, he would
fuffer him to make fuch blunders ***,

As the other Conful, Pifo, had not yet expli-
citely declared himfelf, fo Cicero, accompanied
by his fon-in-law, who was his near kinfman,
took occafion to make him a''vifit, in hopes to
move him to efpoufe his caufe, and fupport the
authority of the Senate. They went to him about
eleven in the morning, and found him, as Cicero
afterwards told the Senate, “ coming out from 2
“ little,, dirty hovel frefh from the laft night’s
** debauch, with his flippers on, his head muffled,
“ and his breath fo firong of wine, that they
could hardly bear the fcent of it: he excufed
his drefs, and fmell of wine, on the account
of his ill health; for which he was obliged, ” he
faid, ““to take fome vinous medicines; but he
 kept them ftanding all the while in that filthy
“ place, till they had finifhed their bufinefs.” Ag
“ foon as Cicero entered into the affair, he frankly
““ told them, that Gabinius was fo miferably poor,
“ as not to be able to fhow his head ; and muft.
“ be utterly ruined, if he could not procure fome
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“ rich province; that he had hopes of one from
“ Clodius, but defpaired of any thing from the
¢ Senate; that for his own part, it was his bufi-
“ nefs to humor him on this occafion, as Cicero
* had humored his Colleague in his Confulfhip,
“ and that there was no reafon to implore the
 help of the Confuls, fince it was every man’s
¢ duty to look to himfelf**”:” which was all that
they could get from him.

Clodius, zll the while, was not idle, but pufhed
on his law with great vigor; and calling the people
into the Flaminian Circus, fummoned thither alfo
the young Nobles and the Knights, who were fo
bufy in Cicero’s caufe, to give an account of their
conduct ‘to that affembly: but as foon as they
appeared , he ordered his flaves and mercenaries
to fall upon them with drawn {words, and vollies
of ftones, in fo rude a manner, that Hortenfius
was almoft killed, and Vibienus, another Senator,
fo defperately hurt, that he died foon after of his
wounds "**. Here he produced the two Confuls, to
deliver their fentiments to the people on the merit
of Cicero’s Confulfhip ; when Gabinius declared
with great gravity that he utterly condemned the
putting Citizens to death without a trial: Pifo
only faid, that he had always been on the merci-
ful fide, and had a great averfion to cruelty **.
The reafon of holding this affembly in the Flami-
nian Circus, without the gates of Rome, was to
give Czflar an opportunity of affifting at it, who,
being now mvefted with a military command,
could not appear within the walls. Cxfar therefore
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being called upon, after the Confuls, to deliver
his mind on the fame queftion, declared, * that
*“ the proceedings againft Lentulus and the reft
were 1rregular and illegal; but that he could
not approve the defign of punifhing any body
“ for them: that all the world knew his fenfe of
¢ the matter, and that he had given his vote
“ agamft taking away their lives; yet he did not
* think it right to propound a law at this time,
 about things that were {o long paft"*".” This
anfwer was artful, and agreeable to the part which
he was then acting; for while it confirmed the
foundation of Clodius’s law, it carried a fhow of
moderation towards Cicero; or, as an ingenious
writer expreffes it, left appearances only to the
one, but did real fervice to the other™’.

In this fame affembly, Clodius got a new law
likewife enacted, that made a great alteration in
the conftitution of the Republic; wiz. the repeal
of the Elian and Fufian laws: by which the
people were left at liberty to tranfact all public
bufinefs, even on the days called Fafti, without
being liable to be obftructed by the Magiftrates
on any pretence whatfoever **. The two laws,
now repealed, had been in force about a hundred
years ”*; and made it unlawful to act any thing
with the people, while the Augurs or Confuls
were obferving the heavens and taking the aufpices.
This wife conftitution was the main fupport of
the ariftocratical intereft, and a perpetual curb to
the petulance of factious Tribunes, whofe chief
opportunity of doing mifchief lay in their power
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of obtruding dangerous laws upon the City, by
their credit with the populace. “ Cicero therefore
¢ frequently laments the lofs of thefe two laws,
‘ as fatal to the Republic;” he calls them * the
moft facred and falutary laws of the State; the
fences of their civil peace and quiet; the very
“ walls and bulwarks of the Republic; which had
“ held out againft the fiercenels of the Gracchi;
the audacioufnels of Saturninus; the mobs of
Drufus; the bloodfhed of Cinna; the arms of
“ Sylla "**,” to be abolifhed at laft by the violence
of this worthlefs Tribune.

Pompey, who had hitherto been giving Cicero
the firongeft affurances of his friendfhip, and been
frequent and open in his vifits to him, began now,
as the plot ripened towards a crifis, to grow cool
and referved; while the Clodian fadion, fearing
let he might be induced at laft to prote& him,
were employing all their arts “ to infufe jealoufies
¢ and fufpicions into him of a defign againft him
“ from Cicero. They pofted fome of their confi-
‘ dents at Cicero’s houfe, to watch his coming
thither, and to admonifh him by whifpers and
billets put into his hands, to be cautious of
venturing himfelf there, and to take better care
of his life; which was inculcated to him like-
wife fo ftrongly at home by perpetual letters
and meflages from pretended friends, that he
¢ thought fit to withdraw himfelf from the City,
“ to his houfe on the Alban hill **.” It cannot
be imagined , that he could entertain any real
apprehenfion of Cicero; both Cicero’s character
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and his own make that incredible : but if he
had conceived any, it was mnot, as Cicero fays,
againflt him, but againft the common enemies of
them both, left they might poflibly attempt fome-
what in Cicero’s name; and, by the opportunity
of charging it upon Cicero, hope to get rid of
them both at the fame time. But the moft probable
conjecture is, that being obliged, by his engage-
ments with Czlar, to defert Cicero, and fuffer
him to be driven out of the City, he was willing
to humor thele infinuations, as giving the molt
plaufible pretext of excufing his perfidy.

But Cicero had ftill with him not only all the
belt, but much the greateft part of the City;
determined to run all hazards, and expofe their
lives for his fafety "**; and was more than a match
for all the ftrength of Clodius and the Gonfuls, if
the Triumvirate only would ftand neuter. Before
things came therefore to extremity, he thought it
advifable to prefs Pompey in fuch a manner, as
to know for certain, what he had to expect from
him: fome of his chief friends undertook this
talk ; Lucullus, Torquatus, Lentulus, &c. who,
with a numerous attendance of Citizens, went to
find him at his Alban Villa, and to intercede
with him, not to defert the fortunes of his old
friend. He received them civilly , though coldly;
referring them wholly to the Confuls; and declar-
ing “that he, being only a private man, could
« not pretend to take the ficld againft an armed
“ Tribune, without a public authority; but if
¢ the Confuls, by a decree of the Senate, would
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enter into the affair, he would prefently arm
“ himfelf in their defence **’.” With this anfwer
they addreffed themfelves again to the Confuls:
but with no better fuccefs than before: Gabinius
treated them rudely; but Pifo calmly told them,
that he was not fo ftout a Conful, as Torquatus
and Cicero had been; that there was no need of
arms, or fighting; that Cicero might fave the
Republic a fecond time, if he pleafed, by with-
drawing himlelf; for if he flaid, it would coft
an infinite quantity of civil blood; and in fhort,
that neither he, nor his colleague, nor his fon-
in-law , Celar, would relinquifh the party of the
Tribune ™°,

After this repulfe , Cicero refolved to make
his lalt effort on Pompey , by throwing himfelf in
perfon at his feet. Plutarch tells us, that Pompey
flipt out a back door, and would not fee him : but
it 1s certain from Cicero’s account, that he was
admitted to an audience; “ and when he began
 to prefs, and even fupplicate him, in a manner
“ the moft affeting , that Pompey flatly refufed
« to help him; alledging in excufe to himfelf,
¢ the neceflity, which he was under, of ading
« nothing againft the will of Cafar ***.” This
experiment convinced Cicero that he had a much
greater power to contend with, than what had
yet appeared in fight: he called therefore a coun-
cil of his friends, with-intent to take his final
refolution, agreeably to their advice. The quef
tion was, Whether it was beft to ftay , and defend
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himfelf by force; or to fave the effufion of blood,
by retreating, till the ftorm fhould blow over:
Lucullus advifed the firft; but Cato, and above
all Hortenfins, warmly urged the laft, which con=
curring alfo with Atticus’s advice, as well as the
fears and entreaties of all his own family, made
bhim refolve to quit the field to his enemies, and
fubmit to a voluantary exile **°.

A little before his retreat he took a fmall ftatue
of Minerva, which had long been reverenced in
his family , as a kind of Tutelar Deity , and carrying
it to the Capitol, placed it in the Temple of
Jupiter under the title of Minerva, the guardian
of the City ***. His view might poflibly be to
fignify , that after he had done all, which hu-
man prudence could contrive, for the defence of
the Republic, he was now forced to give it up
to the protection of the Gods ; fince nothing lefs
than the interpofition of fome Deity could pre-
ferve it from ruin; or rather, as he himfelf
feems to intimate , in the uncertain iffue of his
flight, and the plunder of his goods, which was
likely to enfue, he had a mind to preferve this
facred image, in the moft confpicuous part of the
City , as a monument of his fervices , which
would naturally excite an affectionate remem-
brance of him in the people , by letting them
fee, that his heart was fill there, where he had
depofited his Gods. After this aé& he withdrew
himfelf in the night, efcorted by a numerous
guard of friends, who , after a day’s journey or
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two, left him , with great expreffions of tender.
nefs , to purfue his way towards Sicily ; which
he propofed for the place of his refidence, and
‘where , for his eminent fervices to the ifland,
he affured himfelf of a kind reception and- fafe
Tetreat,
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