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SECT . XI.

The  entire defeat of Antony ’s army made all A. Urb. 710.
people prefently imagine , that the war was at an Cic- 64*
end , and the liberty of Rome edablifhed : which
would probably have been the cafe , if Antony-
had either perilhed in the adion , or the Confuls
furvived it : but the death of the Confuls , though
not felt fo fenfibly at fird , in the midd of their
joy for the vidory , gave the fatal blow to all
Cicero ’s fchemes ; and was the immediate caufe of
the ruin of the Republic \ Hirtius was a man
of letters and politenefs ; intimately intruded with
Csefar’s counfels , and employed to write his ads:
but as he was the proper creature of Csefar, and
drongly infeded with party , fo his views were
all bent on fupporting the power that had raifed
him , and ferving his Patron , not the public . In
the beginning therefore of the civil war , when he
was Tribune of the people , he published a law,
to exclude all , who were in arms with Pompey,
from any employment or Office in the date 1 :
which made him particularly obnoxious to the
Pompeians , who confidered him as their mod in¬
veterate enemy. Panfa , whofe Father had been
profcribed by Sylla 5, was attached with equal zeal
to Csefar, as to the head and reviver of the Marian
caufe ; and ferved him in all his wars with fingular
affedion and fidelity ; he was a grave , fincere,
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and worthy man ; and being naturally more mo¬
derate and benevolent than Hirtius , was touched
with the ruin of his country , and the rciferies of
the oppreffed Pompeians ; many of whom he re¬
lieved by his humanity ; and reftored by his in-
tereft to the City and their eftates 4. This made
him very popular , and gained him the efteem of
all the honeft ; fo that Caffius , in defending his
Epicurifm to Cicero , alledges Panfa , as an example
of thofe genuine Epicureans , who placed their
pleafure or chief good in virtuous acts ’. Before
their entrance into the Confulfhip , Quintus Cicero
gave a molt wretched account of them both ; c< as
“ of a lewd , luxurious pair ; not fit to be trufted
4‘ with the command of a paultry Town , much
“ lefs of the Empire ; ” and fays , “ that if they
“ were not removed from the helm , the Republic
“ would certainly be loft ; fxnce Antony would
Cf eafily draw them into a partnerlbip of his crimes;
“ for when he ferved with them in Gaul , he had
“ feen incredible inftances of their effeminacy and
“ debauchery , in the face even of the enemy. ”■—6
But we muft charge a great part of this character
to the peevifhnefs and envy of Quintus : for what¬
ever they had been before , they were certainly
good Confuls ; and out of their affection to Cicero,
and regard to his authority , governed themfelves
generally in all great affairs, by his maxims . They
were perfuaded , that the defign of revenging
Caefar’s death would throw the Republic again into
convulfions ; and flowed from no other motive,
than the ambition of pofleffing Csefar’s place ; and
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refolved therefore to quell by open force all attempts
againft the public peace. From their long adherence
to Csefar, they retained indeed fome prejudices in
favor of that party ; and were loth to proceed to
extremities , till pacific meafures were found ineffec¬
tual . This gave Cicero fome reafon to blame,
but never to diftruft them ; to complain of their
phlegm and want of vigor , as detrimental to the
common caufe : yet while they were generally
fufpeded by others , he always thought them
fincere , though they did not in all cafes ad : up to
his wilhes. The event confirmed his judgment
of them : for they both not only expofed , but
loft their lives with the greateft courage in the
defence of the Republic ; and fhowed themfelves
to be the very men , which Cicero had conftantly
affirmed them to be ; and though he imputes fome
little blame to Hirtius , yet of Panfa , he declares,
that he wanted neither courage from the firft , nor
fidelity to the laft 7.

If they had lived to reap the fruits of their
vidory , their power and authority would have
been fufficient to reftrain Odavius within the
bounds of his duty ; and fuftain the tottering
Republic , till Brutus and Caffius could arrive
to their afliftance ; and Plancus and D . Brutus
unite themfelves in the fame caufe , and give it
a firm eftabblhment in their Confullhip of the
next year : all whofe armies , together with the
African Legions , were far fuperior to any force
that could have been brought againft them . But
the death of the two Confuls placed Odavius at



304 THE LIFE OF

once above control , by leaving him the trader
of both their armies : efpecially of all the vete¬
rans ; who were difaffeded to D . Brutus , and
could not be induced to follow him : and it fell
out fo lucky and appofite to all Odavius ’s views,
as to give birth to a general perfuafion , that they
bad received foul play , and were both of them kill¬
ed by hi« contrivance ; for he was obferved to be
the firlt man who took up Hirtius ’s body in the
Camp ; where fome imagined him to have been
killed by his own foldiers ; and Panfa ’s Phyfician,
Glyco , was adually thrown into Prifon by Tor-
quatus , Panfa ’s Quaeftor , upon a fufpicion of
having poifoned his wounds ’. But the chief
ground of thac notion feems to have lain in the
fortunate coincidence of the fad with the interefts
of Odavius : for M . Brutus thought it incredible,
and in the moll preffing manner begged of Cicero,
to procure Glyco ’s enlargement , and proted him
from any harm ; as being a worthy , modeft man,
incapable of fuch a villany ; and who , of all others,
fuffered the greateft lofs by Panfa’s death *.

Cicero was foon aware of the dangerous turn
which this event was likely to give to their
affairs ; and within a day or two after the news,
intimates his apprehenfion of it to Brutus:
“ Young Caefar, ” fays he , “ has a wonderful dif-
w pofition to virtue : I wilh that I may govern
“ him as eafily , in all this height of honor and
ct  power , as 1 have hitherto done : the thing is
cc now much harder ; yet I do not defpair of it:
w for the youth is perfuaded , and chiefly by
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“ me , that we owe our prefent fafety to him:
“ and in truth , if he had not at firft driven
“  Antony from the City , all had been loft ,0 . ”

But as he found Odavius grow daily more and
more untradable , fo he began to exhort and im¬
plore Brutus in every Letter , to bring his army
into Italy , as the only thing which could fave
them in their prefent circumftances : and to en¬
force his own authority , he procured a vote alfo
of the Senate , to call him home with his Legions
to the defence of the Republic ” .

At Rome , however , the general rejoicings ftifled
all prefent attention to the lofs of their Confuls;
and Antony ’s friends were fo dejeded for fome
time , that they gave Cicero no more oppofition
in the Senate : where he poured out all imaginable
honors on the deceafed, Hirtius , Panfa and Aquila;
decreed an ovation to Cxfar ; and added a number
of days to their Thankfgiving , in honor ofD B>u-
tus : whofe deliverance happening to fall upon his
birth - day , he decreed likewife , that his name
fliould be afcribed ever after to that day , in the Fafti
or public Kalendars , for a perpetual memorial of
thevidory . Antony ’s adherents were alfo declared
enemies : in which number Servilius himfelf in¬
cluded Ventidius ; and moved , to give Caffius the
command of the war againft Dolabelia ; to whom
Cicero joined Brutus , in cafe that he Ihould find
it ufeful to the Republic ” .

The decree of an Ovation to Odavius was
blamed by Brutus and his friends ” : yet feems
to have , been wifely and artfully defigned : for

/
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while it carried an appearance of honor , it would
regularly have ftript him of his power , if he
had made ufe of it : fince his commiflion was to
expire of courfe , and his army to be diffolved,
upon his firfl entrance into the City : but the
confufion of the times made laws and cufto-ms of
little effed with thofe who had the power to dif-
penfe with them.

The Commanders abroad were fo (truck with
Antony ’s defeat , that they redoubled their affuran-
ces to Cicero of their firmnefs and zeal for the
common caufe. Lepidus efpecially , who had fuf-
fered two of his Lieutenants , Silanus and Culleo,
to carry fuccours to Antony at Modena , labors
to excufe it in a civil and humble (train , and to
perfuade Cicero , “ that they had done it againft
“ his orders ; and though , for their former relation
“ to him , he was unwilling to punifh them with
“ the la(t feverity , yet he had not fince employed
“ or received them even into his Camp . He ac-
“ quaints him , that Antony was arrived in his
“ Province , with one Legion , and a great multi-
“ tude of men unarmed , but with all his Horfe,
“ which was very (trong ; and that Ventidius
“ had joined him with three Legions : that he
“ was marching out againft him with all his
“ forces ; and that many of Antony ’s Horfe and
“ Foot daily deferted him . — That for himfelf,
“ he would never be wanting in his duty to the
“ Senate and the Republic — thanks him for not
“ giving credit to the falfe reports which were
“ fpreadofhim : and above all, for the late honors
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« that he had decreed to him —begs him to expecd
cc every thing from him, which could be expedted
“ from an honed man , and to take him under his
“ fpecial prote &ion I+. ”

Pollio dill more explicitely , “ that there
“ was no time now for loitering , or expecting
“ the orders of the Senate — that all who wifhed
“ to preferve the Empire , and the very name of
“ the Roman people , ought to lend their prefent
“ help — That nothing was more dangerous , than
“ to give Antony leifure to recollect himfelf.—
“ That for his part , he would neither defert not
“ furvive the Republic — was grieved only for
“ his being at fuch a didance that he could not
“ come fo foon as he wifhed to its relief , &c. ”

Plancus fent word , “ that he Was taking
“ all podible care to opprefs Antony , if he
“ came into that country . — That if he came
“ without any confiderabie body of troops , he
“ fliould be able to give a good account of
“ him , though he fliould be received by Lepidus;
“ or if he biought any force with him , would
“ undertake that he fliould do no harm in thofe
“ parts , till they could fend him fuccours fufR-
“ cient to dedroy him — that he was theri
“ in a treaty with Lepidus , about uniting their
“ forces in the fame caule , by the mediation of
“ Laterenfis and Furnius ; nor would be bin-
“ dered by his private quarrel with the man, from
“ concurring with his greated enemy in the
“ fervice of the commonwealth “ . ” In an¬
other Letter he fpeaks with great contempt of
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“ Antony ’s fhattered forces , though joined with
“ thofe of Ventidius , the Mule - driver , as he
“ calls him ; and is confident , that if he could
“ have met with them , they would not have
“ flood an hour before him 17 *.

The Conquerors at Modena were much cen-
fured in the mean time for giving Antony lei-
fure to efcape : but Odtavius from the begin¬
ning had no thoughts of purfuing him : he had
already gained what he aimed at ; had reduced
Antony ’s power fo low , and raifed his own fo
high ,, as to be in condition to make his own
terms with him in the partition of the Empire;
of which he feems to have formed the plan from
this moment : whereas if Antony had been whol¬
ly deftroyed , together with the Confuls , the
Republican party would have probably been too
ftrong for him and Lepidus ; who , though Matter
of a good army , was certainly a weak General' 8:
when he was preffed therefore to purfue Antony,
he contrived ftill to delay it , till it was too late;
taking himfelf to be more ufefully employed , in
fecuring to his interefts the troops of the Confuls.

Cicero was particularly difgufted at An¬
tony ’s efcape ; and often expoftulates upon it
with D . Brutus : he tells him , “ that if Antony
“ fhould ever recover ftrength again , all his
“ great fervices to the Republic would come
“ to nothing — it was reported , ” fays he , “ at
“ Rome , and all people believed it , that he was
“ fled with a few unarmed , difpirited men ;
“ and himfelf almoft broken - hearted : but if it

be
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“ be fo with  him , as I hear it is , that you can-
“ not fight him again without danger ; he does
“ not feem to have fled from Modena , but to
“ have changed only the feat of the war.
<c Wherefore men are now quite different from
« what they were : fotne even complain that
cc you did not purfue him;  and think that he
cc might have been deftroyed , if diligence had
“ been ufed : fuch is the temper of people , and
<c above all of ours , to abufe their liberty againft
“ thofe by whom they obtained it ; it is your
“ part , however , to take care that there be no
“ real ground of complaint . The truth of the
“ cafe is , he wrho oppreffes Antony , puts an
“ end to the war. Wliat the force of that is ,
“ it is better for you to confider , than for me
“ to write more explicitly 19. ”

D . Brutus , in his anfwer , gives him the
reafons why he could not follow Antony fo foon
as he wifhed : £t I had no horfe , ” fays he , c< no
(C carriages; did not know that Hirtius was killed;
“ had no confidence in Caefar , before I met and
<c talked with him,  thus the firfi: day paffed. The
tc  next morning early I was fent for by Panfa to“ Bononia ; but on the road met with an account
“ of his death : I ran back to my little army ; for
“ fo I may truly call it : it is extremely , reduced,
“ and in fad condition for want of all things : fo
“ that Antony gained two days of me , and made
“ much greater journeys in flying , than I could
<c in purfuing ; for his troops went {haggling ;
“ mine in order . Wherever he paffed , he openedVou  III . P
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“ al' th ' prifons , carried away the men , and flopt
“ no where till he came to the Fords . This place
“ lies between the Appennine and the Alps ; a
“ moll difficult country to march through : when
“ 1 was thirty miles from him , and Ventidius had
“ already joined him , a copy of his fpeech was
“ brought to me , in which he begs of hisfoldiers
“ to follow him crofs the Alps ; and declares , that
<c he adted in concert with Lepidus : but the
cc foldiers cried out , efpecially thofe of Ventidius,
“ for he has very few of his own that they would
“ either conquer or perilh in Italy ; and began
“ to beg , that he would go to Pollentia : when he
“ could not over - rule them , he put off his march
“ to the next day . Upon this intelligence , I pre-
“ fently fent five Cohorts before me to Pollentia,
“ and followed them myfelf with the army : my
“ detachment came to the place an hour before
“ Trebellius , with Antony ’s Florfe : this gave me
“ an exceeding joy > for I efleem it equal to a
“ vidtory , &c. 2°.  ”

In another Letter he fays , “ that if Csefar
“ would have been perfuaded by him to crofs
“ the Appennine , he could have reduced Antony
w to fuch ftraits , that he mull have been deflroyed
“ by want rather than the fword : but that they
‘‘ could neither command Csefar , nor Caefar his
“ own troops ; both which circumftances were very
“ bad , &c ” This authentic account from
D . Brutus confutes two fadts which are delivered
by an old Hiftorian , and generally received by all
the moderns ; firft , that Odtavius , after the vidlory,
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refuted to have any conference with D. Brutus ; and
that Brutus , for that reafon , forbad him to enter his
Province , or to purfue Antony : fecondly , that
Panfa , in his laft moments , fent for Odtavius , and
advifed him to an union with Antony againft the
Senate *\ For it is evident , that on the very day
of the victory , there was actually a conference
between the two firft ; which paffed in fo amicable
a manner , as to eafe Brutus of the jealoufy which
he had before conceived of Octavius : and Panfa ’s
death happened fo early the next morning , that
it left no room for the pretended advice and fpeech
which is made for him to Octavius : efpecially
fince it appears on the contrary , that inftead of
Odavius , Panfa «really fent for D . Brutus , when
he found himfelf dying , as if difpofed rather
to communicate fomething for the fervice of
that caufe , in which he had loft his life. But
both the ftories were undoubtedly forged  after¬
wards , to fave Odtavius ’s honor , and give a
better color to that bidden change of meafures,
which from this hour he was determined to
purfue **.

C. Antony was ftiil a prifoner with M . Brutus*
whofe indulgence gave him an opportunity of
pradifing upon the foldiers , and railing a fedition
in the Camp , which created no fmall trouble to
Brutus . The foldiers , however , foon repented of
their rafhnefs , and killed the authors of it. ; and
would have killed Antony too , if Brutus would
have delivered him into their hands : but be
eould not be induced to take his life , though

P 2
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this was the fecond offence of the fame kind ; but
pretending , that he would order him to be
thrown into the Sea , fent him to be fecured on
fh  ip- board , either from doing or fuffering any
farther mifchief : of which he wrote an ac¬
count to Cicero , who returned the following
anfwer.

“ As to the fedition in the fourth Legion about
“ C. Antony , you will take what I fay in good
“ part ; I am better pleafed with the feverity of
“ the foldiers than with yours . I am extremely
“ glad that you have had a trial of the affedion
“ of your Legions and the Horfe — as to what
“ you write , that I am purfuing the Antonys
“ much at my eafe , and praife me for it ; I
“ fuppofe you really think fo : but I do not by any
“ means approve your diftindion , when you fay,
“ that our animofity ought to be exerted rather in
“ preventing civil wars , than in revenging ourfelves
*■ on the vanquished . I differ widely from you,
“ Brutus , not that I yield to you in clemency;
“ but a falutary feverity is always preferable to
“ a fpecious Ihow of mercy . If we are fo fond
“ of pardoning , there will be no end of civil
“ wars : but you are to look to that : for I can
“ fay of myfelf , what Plautus ’s old man fays in
“ the Trinummus ; life is almoft over with me;
“ it is you who are the mod interefted in it . You
“ will be undone , Brutus , believe me , if you do
“ not take care ; for you will not always have the
“ people , nor the Senate , nor a Leader of the
“ Senate , the fame as now . Take this , as from
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iC the Pythian Oracle ; nothing can be more
1 k “ true >s. ”
U Brutus ’s wife , Porcia , notwith (landing the
E| tragical (lory which the old writers have drefi'ed
U up , of the manner of her killing herfelf upon the

news of her huflband’s unhappy fate s‘ , died
mod probably about this time at Rome of a

fc lingering illnefs. She feems to have been in a bad
gool date of health when Brutus left Italy , where (he
tjc  is faid to have parted from him with the utmoft
»;.• grief and floods of tears , as if confcious that
tt: Ihe was taking her laft leave of him : and Plutarch
wa fays , that there was a Letter of Brutus extant in
te his days , if it was genuine , in which he lamented
it;[ her death , and complained of his friends for
;c  neglecting her in her laft ficknefs : this , however,
fc, is certain , that in a Letter to Atticus , he gives
eru a hint of Porcia ’s indifpofition , with a flight
lire compliment to Atticus for his care of her 17: and
■on the following Letter of condolence to him from
y; Cicero , can hardly be applied to any other oc-
to cafion but that of her death.
d
ill Cicero to Brutus,
an
in “ I (Iiould perform the fame office which you
K; “ formerly did in my lofs , of comforting you by
;0E “ Letter , did I not know that you cannot want
J0 “ thofe remedies in your grief , with which you
[j,, “ relieved mine. 1 wifh only that you may now
(j,; “ cure yourfelf more eafily than at that time you
r “ cured me : for it would be ftrange in fo great a

P 3
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" man as you , not to be able to pradtife what he
“ had prefcribed to another . As for me , not only
“ the reafons which you then colledtcd , but your

very authority deterred me from indulging my
“ forrow to excels. For when you thought me to
“ behave myfelf , with greater foftnefs than became

a man , efpecially one who ufed to comfort
“  others , you chid me with more feverity than
“ it was ufual for you to exprefs : fo that , out of
“ a reverence to your judgment , I roufed myfelf:
“ and by the accefiion of your authority , took
“ every thing that I had learnt or read , or heard
“ on that fubjedt , to have the greater v̂eight . Yet
“ my part , Brutus , at that time was only to act
*' agreeably to duty and to Nature : but your ’s,
“ as we fay , is to be adied on the ftage , and before
“ the people . For when the eyes , not only of
“ your army , but of all the City , nay , of all the
“■world , are upon you , it is wholly indecent for
“ one , by whom we other mortals are made the
ee ftouter , to betray any dejedtion or want of
“ courage . You have fuffered , indeed , a great

lofs ; ( for you have loft that , which has not
“ left its fellow on earth ) and mu ft be allowed to
“ grieve under fo cruel a blow ; left to want all
“ fenfe of grief fhould be thought more wretched
“ than grief itfelf : but to do it with moderation,
<c is both ufeful to others , and neceffary to yourfelf.
“ I would write more , if this was not already too
“ much : we expedl you and your army : without
“  which , though all other things fucceed to our

■c wilhes , we {ball hardly ever be free **. ”



M . T . CICERO. 5

As the time of chufing Magiftrates now drew
on j and particularly of filling up the Colleges of
Priefts , in which there were many vacancies ; fo
Brutus was fending home many of his young
Nobles to appear as Candidates at the eledion ; the
two Bibulus , Domitius , Cato , Lentulus , whom
he feverally recommends to Cicero’s protedion.
Cicero was defirous that his fon alfo fhould come with
them , to be eleded a Pridft ; and wrote to Brutus,
to know his mind about it ; and , if he thought
proper , to fend him away immediately ; for though
he might be chofen in abfence , yet his fuccefs
would be much eafier if he was prefent I9. He
touches this little affair in feveral of his Letters;
but finding the public diforders increafe ftill every
day , he procured the eledion of Priefts to be
thrown off to the next year : and Brutus having
fent him word in the mean while , that his fon
had adualiy left him , and was coming towards
Rome , he inftantly difpatched a meffenger , to
meet him on the road , with orders to fend him
back again , though he found him landed in Italy:
fince nothing , he fays , could be more agreeable
either to himfelf , or more honorable to his fon ,
than his continuance with Brutus 3“.

Not long after the battle of Modena , the
news of Dolabella ’s defeat and death from
Afia , brought a frefh occafion of joy to Cicero ,
and his friends at Rome . Dolabella , after his
fuccefs againft Trebonius , having pillaged that
Province of it’s money , and of all things ufeful
for war , marched forward to execute his grand

P 4
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defign upon Syria ; for which he had been making
all this preparation : but Caffius was beforehand
with him , and having got poffeffion of that
Country , and of all the armies in it , was much
fuperiortobim in force . Dolabella , however,made
his way with fome fuccefs through Cilicia , and
came before Antioch in Syria , but was denied
admittance into it ; and after fome vain attempts
to take it , being repulfed with lofs , marched to
Laodicea ; which had before invited , and now-
opened it’s gates to him . Here Caffius came up
with him , andprefently inverted the place : where,
after he had cLftroyed Dolabella ’s fleet , in two
or three naval engagements , he ffiut him up clofely
by fea , as well as land : till Dolabella , feeing no
way to efcape , and the Town unable to hold out
any longer , killed himfelf , to prevent his falling
alive into Caffius’s hands , and fuffering the fame
treatment , which he had fhown to Trebonius : but
Caffius generoufly ordered his body to be buried,
with that of his Lieutenant Octavius , who killed
himfelf alfo with him !I.

D . Brutus was now at laft purfuing Antony,
or rather obferving the motions of his flight:
he had with him , befides his own forces , the
new Legions of the late Confuls , while all the
Veterans put themfelves under the command of
Otrtavius : fo that after Antony was joined by
Ventidius with three Legions , Brutus was hard-
ly ftrong enough either to fight with him , or,
what he rather aimed at , to hinder his eroding
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the Alps to Lepidus . He defired Cicero there¬
fore , to write to Lepidus , not to receive him,
though he was fure , he fays , that Lepidus would
never do any thing that was right ; and wifhes
likewife , that Cicero would confirm Plancus;
fince by fome of Antony ’s papers , which fell in¬
to his hands , he' perceived , that Antony had not
loft all hopes of him ; and thought himfelf fure of
Lepidus and Pollio . Of which he gave Plancus
immediate notice , and fignified , that he was
coming forward with all expedition to join with
him 31. But he complains much in all his Let¬
ters , of his want of money , and the fad condi¬
tion of his army ; which was not contemptible
for the number , but the kind of his troops;
being of the moft part , new raifed men , bare and
needy of all things 3!. “ I cannot , ” fays he,
“ maintain my. foldiers any longer . When I
“ firft undertook to free the Republic , I had
“ above three hundred thoufand pounds of my
“ own in money ; but now am fo far from ha-
“ ving any thing , that I have involved all my
“ friends in debt for me. I have feven Legi-
“ ons to provide for ; confider with what diffi-
“ culty : had I the treafures of Varro , I could
“ not fupport the expenfe ’*. He defired
therefore a prefent fupply of money , and fome
Veteran Legions , efpecially the fourth and Mar¬
tial which continued ftill with Odtavius . This
was decreed to him readily with the Senate , at
the motion of Drufus and Paulus , Lepidus ’s

1
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brother ” : but Cicero wrote him word , “ that
“ all , who knew thofe Legions the bell , affirm-
“ ed , that they would not be induced by any
“ terms to ferve under him : that money , how-
•“ ever , ffiould certainly be provided for him ” —.
and concludes by obferving , “ that if Lepidus
“ ffiould receive Antony , it would throw them
“  again into great difficulties : but that it was

“ Brutus ’s part , to take care that they ffiould
“ have no caufe to fear the event : for as to
“ himfelf , that he could not poffibly do more,
“ than he had already done : but wiffied to fee
“ D . Brutus the greateft and moll illuftrious
“ of men "

Plancus , as it is hinted above , was carrying
on a negociation with Lepidus , to unite their
forces againft Antony : it was managed on Plan-
cus’s fide byFurnius ; onLepidus ’s , by Laterenfis,
one of his Lieutenants ; a true friend to the Re¬
public , and zealous to engage his General to his
interefts ; and Lepidus himfelf diflTembled fo well,
as to perfuade them of his fincerity ; fo that Plan¬
cus was marching forward in great hafte to join
with him ; of which he gave Cicero a particular
account.

Plancus to Cicero.

“ After I had written my Letters , I thought
tc  it of fervice to the public , that you ffiould be
cc informed of what has fince happened . My di-

ligence , I hope , has been of ufe both to myfelf
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“ and to the Commonwealth : for I have been
« treating with Lepidus by perpetual mdTages;
cc that laying aftde all former quarrels , he would
« be reconciled , and fuccour the Republic in
“ common with me , and iliow more regard to
“ himfelf , his children , and the City , than to a
cc defperate abandoned Robber ; in which cafe he
“ might depend on my fervice and affiftance for
“ all occafions : Itranfacled the affair by Laterenfis.
“ He pawned his faith , that if he could not keep
tc  Antony out of his Province , he would purfue
“ him , by open war ; begged that I would come
tc  and join forces with him , and fo much the more,
“ becaufe Antony was faid to be ftrong in Horfe;
e‘ whereas Lepidus ’s could hardly be called indif-
cc ferent : for not many days before , even out of
“ his fmall number , ten , who were reckoned his
ec beft , came over to me. As foon as I was in-
ct  formed of this , I refolved without delay , to
tc  fupport Lepidus in the execution of his good
,c  intentions : I faw , of what benefit my joining
“ him would be , either for purfuing and deftroying
“  Antony ’s Horfe with mine , or for correcting

tc  and retraining , by the prefence of my army,
(£ the corrupt and difaffeded part of Lepidus ’s.
“ Having made a bridge therefore in one day
tc  over the Here , a very great river in the territory
“  of the Allobroges , I paffed with my army on

cc the twelfth of May : but having been informed
0 that L. Antony was fent before with fome Horfe
cc and Cohorts to Forum Julii , I had fent my bro-
ec ther the day before with four thoufand Horfe
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cc to meet with him , intending to follow myfelf
t£  by great journeys with four Legions , and the
“ reft of my Horfe , without the heavy baggage.
“ If we have any tolerable fortune for the Repub-
“ lie , we IhalJ here put an end to the audaciouf-
“ nefs of the defperate ; and to all our own trou-
“ ble : but if the Robber , upon hearing of my
“ arrival , Chould run back again into Italy , it will
“ be Brutus ’s part to meet with him there : who
“ will not be wanting , I know either in counfel,
“ or courage , but if that fhould happen , I will
c< fend my brother alfo with the Horfe , to follow
“ and preferve Italy from being ravaged by him.
“ Take care of your health , and love me as I
“ love you 57.”—

But Lepidus was adfing all the while a treacher¬
ous part being determined at all hazards to fupport
Antony ; and though he kept him at a diftance for
fome time , and feemed to be conftrained at laft
by his own foldiers to receive him ; yet that was
only to fave appearances , till he could do it
with advantage and fecurity to them both : his
view in treating with Plancus was probably to
amufe and draw him fo near to them , that when
he and Antony were actually joined , they might
force him into the fame meafures , without his
being able to help it , or to retreat from them.
When he was upon the point therefore of joining
camps with Antony , he fent word to Plancus,
who was within forty miles of him , to ftay
where he then was , till he fhould come up to
him : but Plancus fufpedting nothing , thought it
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better ftill to march on ; till Laterenfis , perceiving
how things were turning , wrote him word in all
hafte , that neither Lepidus nor his army were to
be trufted ; and that he himfelf was deferted;
exhorting “ Plancus to look to himfelf , left he
“ fhould be drawn into a Snare , and to perform
“ his duty to the Republic ;*for that he had dif-
“  charged his faith , by giving him this warning,
“ 8cc. 3S. ”

Plancus gave Cicero a particular account of all
thefe tranfadtions ; he acquaints him , “ that Lepidus
“ and Antony joined their camps on the twenty-
“ eighth of May , and the fame day marched for-
“ ward towards him : of all which he knew no-

“ thing , till they were come within twenty miles
“ of him : that upon the firft intelligence of it ’,
“ he retreated in all hafte ; repaired the Ifere,
“ and broke down the bridges which he had built
“ upon it , that he might have leifure to draw all
“ his forces together , and join them with his
“  Colleague D . Brutus , whom he expedted in three

“ days — that Laterenfis , whofe fingular fidelity
“ he fhould ever acknowledge , when he found
“  himfelf duped by Lepidus , laid violent hands
“ upon himfelf ; but being interrupted in the act,
“ was thought likely to live —- he defires that
“ Odlavius might be fent to him with his forces;
“ or if he could not come in perfon , that his
“ army, however , might be fent , fince his intereft

was fo much concerned in it — that as the whole

“ body of the rebels was now drawn into one
“ Camp , they ought to aft again ft them with the
“ whole force of the Republic , &c. 3\”
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The day after his union with Antony , Lepidus
wrote a fhort Letter to the Senate , wherein , he
u calls the gods and men to witnefs , that he had
“ nothing fo much at heart as the public fafety
“ and liberty ; of which he fliould fhortly have
“ given them proofs , had not fortune prevented
** him : for that his foldiers , by a general mutiny
“ and fedition , had plainly forced him to take fo
“ great a multitude of Citizens under his proteclion.
“ He befeeches them , that laying afide all their
“ private grudges , they would confult the good
“ of the whole Republic ; nor in a time of civil
“ diffenfion treat his clemency , and that of his
“ army , as criminal and traiterous 4°. ”

D . Brutus on the other hand joined his army
■with Plancus , who acted with him for fome time
with great concord , and the affedtion of the whole
Province on their fide : which being fignified in
their common Letters to Rome , gave great hopes
flill and courage to all the honeft there. In a
Letter of Plancus to Cicero , “ you know, ” fays
he , “ I imagine , the Rate of our forces : in my
“ camp there are three veteran Legions , with
te  one new , but the belt of all others of that fort:
“ in Brutus ’s , one veteran Legion , another of two
“ years {landing , eight of new levies : fo that our
“ whole army is great in number , little in {Length:
“ for what fmall dependence there is in a frefli
“ foldier , we have oft experienced to our coft.
“ If the African troops , which are veteran , or
“ Caefar’s fhould join us , we Qiould willingly put
“ all to the hazard of a battle : as I faw Csefar’s
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“ to be the neareft , fp I have never ceafed to
“ prefs him , nor he to allure me that he would
“ come inftantly , though I perceive that he had
“ no fuch thought , and is quite gone off into
“ other meafures : yet I have fent our friend
‘‘ Furnius again to him , with Letters and in-
“ ftru &ions , if he can poflibly do any good
“ with him. You know , my dear Cicero , that
“ as to the love of young Caefar, it belongs to
“ me in common with you : for on the account
“ either of my intimacy with his uncle when
“ alive , it was neceffary for me to protedl and
“ cherifh him ; or becaufe he himfelf , as far as
“ I have been able to obferve , is of a moft
“ moderate and gentle difpofition ; or that af«
“ ter fo remarkable a friendlhip with C. Caefar,
“ it would be a fhame for me not to love him ,
“ even as my own child , whom he had adopted
“ for his fon. But what I now write , I write
“ out of grief , rather than ill -will : that An-
“ tony now lives : that Lepidus is joined with
“ him ; that they have no contemptible army;
“ that they have hopes , and dare purfue them,
“ is all entirely owing to Caefar. 1 will not re-
“ cal what is long fince paffed : but if he had
“ come at the time , when he himfelf declared
“ that he would , the war would have been ei-
“ ther now ended , or removed , to their great
“ difadvantage , into Spain , a Province utterly
“ averfe to them. What motive , or whofe coun-
“ fels drew him off from a part fo glorious , nay,
“ fo neceffary too , and falutary to himfelf , and
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“ turned him fo abfurdly to the thoughts of a
et  two months Confulfhip , to the terror of all
cc people , I cannot poffibly comprehend . His
“ friends feem capable of doing much good on
K this occafion , both to himfelf and theRepublic;
“ and above all others , you ; to whom he has
<c greater obligations than any man living,
cc except myfelf ; for I fhall never forget that I am
cc indebted to you for the greateft . I have given
K order to Furnius to treat with him on thefe
cc affairs ; and if I had as much authority with
<c him as I ought , fhould do him great fervice.
“ We in the mean time have a very hard part to
cc fuftain in the war : for we neither think it fafe
<c to venture a battle , nor yet by turning our backs,
cc to give the enemy an opportunity of doing
cc greater mifchief to the Republic : but if either
<c Caefar would regard his honor , or the African

Legions come quickly , we fhall make you all
eafy from this quarter . I beg you to continue

“ your affection to me , and affure yourfelf that
44 I am ftri &ly yours 41 .”

Upon the news of Lepidus ’s union with An¬
tony , the Senate , after fome little time fpent in
confidering the effedt of it , being encouraged,
by the concord of D . Brutus and Plancus , and
depending on the fidelity of their united forces,
voted Lepidus an enemy , on the thirtieth of June;
and demolifhed the gilt ftatue , which they had
lately erected to him ; referving Hill a liberty to
him and his adherents of returning to their duty
by the firfl of September 42. Lepidus ’s wife was
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M . Brutus ’s filler ; by whom he had fons , whole
fortunes were necefTarily ruined by this vote,
which confiscated the Father ’s eftate : for which
reafon Servilia , their grandmother , and Caffius’s
wife , their aunt , Solicited Cicero very earneftly,
either that the decree itfelf might not pafs , or
that the children fhould be excepted out of it:
but Cicero could not confent to oblige them : for
fince the firft was thought neceflary , the Second
followed of courfe : he gave Brutus , however , a
particular account of the cafe by Letter.

Cicero to Brutus.

“ Though I was juft going to write to you
“ by Meffala Corvinus , yet 1 would not let our
“ friend Vetus come without a Letter . The
“ Republic , Brutus , is now in the utmoft dan-
“ ger , and after we had conquered , we are
“ forced again to fight , by the perfidy and mad-
“ nefs of M . Lepidus . On which occafion ,
“ when for the care , with which I have charged
“ myfelf , of the Republic , I had many things
“ to make me uneafy , yet nothing vexed me
“ more , than that I could not yield to the
“ prayers of your mother and Sifter ; for I ima-
“ gined , that I Should eafily Satisfy you , on
“ which I lay the greateft ftrefs. For Lepi-
“ dus’s cafe could not by any means be diftin-
“ guifhed from Antony ’s ; nay in all people ’s
“ judgment , was even worfe ; fince after he
“ had received the higheft honors from the

Vol . III. O
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“ Senate and but a few days before bad fent an
“ excellent Letter to them ; on a fudden , be
“ not only received the broken remains of our
“ enemies , but now wages a moft cruel war
“ againft us by land and fea ; the event of which
“ is wholly uncertain . When we are defired
“ therefore to extend mercy to his children , not
“ a word is faid , why , if their Father fhould
“conquer , ( which the Gods forbid ) we are
“ not to expect the laft punilhment from him.
“ I am not ignorant how hard it is , that
“ Children fhould fuffer for the crimes of their
“ Parents : but it was wifely contrived by the
“ laws , that the love of their Children fhould
“ make Parents more affectionate to their Coun-
“ try . Wherefore it is Lepidus who is cruel
“ to his children , not he , who adjudges Lepi-
“ dus an enemy : for if , laying down his arms,
“ he were to be condemned only of violence,
“ in which no defence could be made for him,
“ his children would fuffer the fame calamity
“ by the confifcation of bis eftate. Yet what
“ your mother and filler are now foliciting
“ againll , in favor of the children , the very
“ fame and much worfe , Lepidus , Antony,
“ and our other enemies are at this very mo-
“ ment threatening to us all. Wherefore our
“ greateft hope is in you and your army : it is
“ of the utmoll confequence both to the Re-
“ public in general , and to your honor and
“ glory in particular , that , as I wrote to you
“ before , you come as foop as poffible into

\
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“ Italy : for the Republic is in great want not
“ only of your forces , but of your counfels . I
“ ferved Vetus with pleafure , as you defired
“ me , for his lingular benevolence and duty to
“ you : I found him extremely zealous and af-
“ fectionate both to you and the Republic : I
“ lb all fee my Son, I hope very foon ; for I
“ depend on his coming with you quickly to
“ Italy 4! .”

Brutus , before he had received this Letter,
having heard from other friends , what they were
defigning at Rome againft Lepidus , wrote about
the fame time , and on the fame fubjed : to Cicero.

Brutus to Cicero.

“ Other people ’s fears oblige me to entertain
“ fome apprehenfions myfelf on Lepidus ’s account:
Ci if he fhould withdraw himfelf from us , ( which
“ will prove , I hope , a ralh , and injurious fuf-
“ picion of him ) I beg and befeech you , Cicero,
“ conjuring you by our friendlhip and your affec-
“ tion to me , to forget that my filter ’s children
“ are Lepidus ’s fons , and to confider me in the
“ place of their Father . If I obtain this of you,
“ you will not fcrupie , I am fure, to do whatever
“ you can for them . Other people live differently
“ with their friends : but I can never do enough
“ for my filter ’s children , to fatisfy either my
“ inclination or my duty . But what is there , in
“ which honelt men can oblige me , ( if in reality
“ I have deferved to be obliged in any thing ) or

a*
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“ in which I can be of fervice to my mother,
“ filter , and the boys ; if their uncle Brutus has
“ not as much weight with you and the Senate,
“ to protedt , as their Father Lepidus , to hurt
“ them ? I feel fo much uneafinefs and indignation,
“ that i neither can , nor ought to write more fully
“ to you : for if , in any cafe fo important and
“ fo neceffary , there could be any occafion for
“ words , to excite and confirm you , there is no
“ hope that you will do what I wifi) , and what
“ is proper . Do not expect therefore any long
“ prayers from me : confider only what I am:
“ and that I ought to obtain it ; either from
“ Cicero , a man the moft intimately united with
“ me ; or without regard to our private friendfinp,
“ from a confular Senator of fuch eminence : pray
“ fend me word , as foon as you can , what you
“ refolve to do . July the firlt 44 .”

Cicero perceiving from this Letter , what he
had no notion of before , how great a ftrefs Brutus
laid on procuring this favor for his Nephews,
prevailed with the Senate to fufpend the execution
of their adt , as far as it related to them , till the
times were more fettled 45.

Lepidus and Antony were no fooner joined ,
than a correfpondence was fet on foot between
them and Octavius ; who from the death of the
Confuls , fliowed but little regard to the authority
of Cicero , or the Senate ; and wanted only a pre¬
tence for breaking with them . He waited , however,
a while , to fee what became of Antony ; till
finding himfelf received and fupported by Lepidus,,



be began to think it his beft fcheme , to enter into
the league with them ; and to concur in what
feemed to be more peculiarly his own part , the
defign of revenging the death ol his Uncle . Inftead
therefore of profecuting the war any farther , he
was perfuaded by his friends to make a demand
of the Confulfliip , though he was not yet above
twenty years old. This ftep (hocked and terrified
the City ; not that the Confulfliip could give him
any power , which his army had not already given ;
but as it indicated a dangerous and unfeafonable
ambition , grounded on a contempt of the laws
and the Senate ; and above all raifed a juft ap-
prehenfion of fome attempt againft the public li¬
berty : fince , inftead of leading his army , where
it was wanted and defired , againft their enemies
abroad , he chofe to march with it towards Rome,
as if he intended to fubdue the Republic itfelf.

There was a report fpread in the mean while
through the Empire , that Cicero was chofen Con-
ful : Brutus mentioning it in a Letter to him , fays,
If I fliould ever fee that day , I (hall then begin to
figure to myfelf the true form of a Republic , fub-
fifting by its own ftrength 4‘. It is certain , that
he might have been declared Conful , by the una¬
nimous fuffrages of the people , if he had defired
it ; but in times of fuch violence , the title of
fupreme Magiftrate without a real power to fup-
port it , would have expofed him only to more
immediate danger and infults from the foldiers ;
whole faftidious infolence in their demands , was
grown , as he complains , infupportable 47. SomeQ,3
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old writers fay , what the moderns take implicitly
from them , that he was duped , and drawn in
by Odtavius , to favor his pretenfions to the Con-
fullhip , by the hopes of being made his Colleague,
and governing him in the office 4*. But the con¬
trary is evident from feveral of his Letters ; and
that of all men, he was the moft averfe to Oeftavius’s
defign , and the moft adtive in diffuading him
from purfuing it . Writing upon it to Brutus,
“ as to Csefar , ” fays he , “ who has been governed
“ hitherto by my advice , and is indeed of an
“ excellent difpofition , and wonderful firmnefs,
“ fome people by moft wicked Letters , meffages,
“ and fallacious accounts of things , have puffied
“ him to an allured hope of the Confufthip : as
“ foon as I perceived it , I never ceafed admo-
“ niffiing him in abfence , nor reproaching his
“ friends , who are prefent , and who feem to
“ encourage his ambition : nor did I fcruple to
“ lay open the fource of thofe traiterous counfels
“ in the Senate : nor do I ever remember the Senate
“ and the Magiftrates to have behaved better on any

occafion : for it never happened before in voting
“ an extraordinary honor to a powerful , or rather
“ moft powerful man , ( fince power is now mea-
“ fured by force and arms ) that no Tribune , or
“ any other magiftrate , nor fo much as a private
“ Senator would move for it : yet in the midft
“ of all this firmnefs and virtue , the City is greatly
“ alarmed : for we are abufed , Brutus , both by
ct  the hcentioufnefs of the foldiers , and the in-
£t  folence of the general . Every one demands , to
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“ have as much power in the ftate , as he has
“ means to extort it : no reafon , no moderation,
‘‘ no law , no cuftorn , no duty is at all regarded ;
u no judgment or opinion of the Citizens ; no
“ fliame of pofterity , &c. ”

What Cicero fays in this Letter , is very remark¬
able , that in all this height of young Cacfar’s

power , there was not a IMagillrate , nor fo much
as a fingle Senator , who would move for the
decree of his Confulfliip : the demand of it there¬
fore was made by a deputation of his officers ; and
when the Senate received it more coldly than they
expe&ed , Cornelius , a Centurion , throwing back
his robe and fhowing them his fword , boidly
declared , that if they would not make him Con-
ful , that fhould . But Oclavius himfelf foon put
an end to their fcruples , by marching with hu
legions in an hoftile manner to the City !° ; where
he was chofen Conful with Q_ Pedius his ICinf-
man , and coheir in part of his Uncle ’s eftate , in
the month of Sextilis , which , on the account of

this fortunate beginning of his honors , was called
afterwards from his own furname , Auguftus ” .

The firft act of his IYIagiffracy was , to fecure
all the public money , which he found in Rome,
and make a dividend of it to his foldiers . He

complained loudly of the Senate , “ that inftead
“ of paying his army the rewards , which they

had decreed to them , they were contriving to

c‘ harafs them with perpetual toils , and to engage
“ them in frefii wars againft Lepidus and Antony:
(f  and likewife , that in the comrailfion granted to
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“ ten Senators , to provide lands for the Legions
“ after the war , they had not named him ” . ”
But there was no juft grounds for any fuch com¬
plaint ; for thofe rewards were not decreed , nor
intended to be diftributed , till the war was quite
ended ; and the leaving Caefar out of the commif-
fion , was not from any particular flight but a
general exception of all , who had the command of
armies , as improper to be employed in fuch a
charge ; though Cicero indeed was of a different
opinion , and preffed for their being taken in. D . Bru¬
tus and Plancus were excluded as well as Caefar;
and both of them feem likewife to have been dif-
gufted at it ; fo that Cicero , who was one of
the number , in order to retrieve the imprudence
of a ftep , which gave fuch offence , would not
fuffer his Colleagues to do any thing of moment,but referved the whole affair to the arrival of Caefar
and the reft ” .

But Caefar, being now wholly bent On changing
fides and meafures , was glad to catch at every
occafion of quarrelling with the Senate : he charged
them , with calling him a boy , and treating hina
as fuch ” ; and found a pretext alfo againft Cicero
himfelf , whom after all the fervices received from
him , his prefent views obliged him to abandon:
for fome bufy informers had told him , that Cicero
had fpoken of him in certain ambiguous , terms,
which carried a double meaning , either of advan-
cing , or taking him off — which O &avius was
defirous to have reported every where , and believed
in the word fenfe. D . Brutus gave Cicero the firft
notice of ît in the following Letter.
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D . Brutus , Emperor , Conful Ele <ff to IVI.
T . Cicero.

“ What I do not feel on my own account , my
“ love and obligations to you make me feel on
“ yours ; that is , fear. For after I had been
“ often told , what I did not wholly flight , Labeo
“ Segulius , a man always like himfelf , juft now
“ informs me, that he has been with Caefar, where
“ there was much difcourfe on you : that Caefar
“ himfelf had no other complaint againft you ,
“ but for a certain faying , which he declared to
“ have been fpoken by you ; that the young man
“ was to be praifed , adorned , taken off Si; but
“ he would not be fo filly , he faid , as to put it
“ into any man’s power to take him off. This , I
“ dare fay , was firft carried to him , or forged by
<c Segulius himfelf , and did not come from the
tc  young man. Segulius had a mind likewife to
t£  perfuade me , that the Veterans talk moft angrily
cc againft you ; that you are in danger from them;
“ that the chief caufe of their anger is , becaufe
“ neither Caefar nor I am in the commiflion of the
“ ten , but all things tranfadled by your will and
“  plealure : upon hearing this , though I was

“ then upon my march , I did not think it proper
“ to pafs the Alps , till I could firft learn , how

matters were going amongft you , &c. ‘V’

To this Cicero anfwered :

“ The Gods confound that Segulius, the greateft
u  knave , that is , ory/as , or ever wift be . What,
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“ do you imagine , that he told his ftory only to
“ you , and to Ctefar ? he told the fame to every
c‘ foul , that he could fpeak with : I love you,
° however , my Brutus , as I ought ; for acquaint-
cc ing me with it , how trifling foever it be : it is
cc a fure fign of your affedtion. For as to what
“ Segulius fays , of the complaint of the Veterans,
Ci becaufe you and Csefar were not in the com-
“ million : I wifh , that I was not in it myfelf;
“  for what can be more troublefome ? but when

“ I propofed , that thofe , who had the command
“ of armies , fhould be included in it ; the fame
“ men , who ufed to oppofe every thing , remon-
“ ftrated againfl: it ; fo that you were excepted ,
“ wholly againfl: my vote and opinion , &c. 5\”

As for the ftory of the words , he treats it , we
fee , as too contemptible to deferve an apology,
or the pains of difclaiming it ; and it feems indeed
incredible , that a man of his prudence could ever
fay them . If he had harboured fuch a thought,
or had been tempted on anyoccaflon to throw out
fuch a hint , we might have expected to And it
in his Letters to Brutus : yet on the contrary he
fpeaks always of Odlavius , in terms highly advan¬
tageous , even where he was likely to give difguft
by it . But nothing was more common than to
have layings forged for his , which he had never
fpoken ; and this was one of that fort ; contrived
to infl.il a jealoufv into Odtavius , or to give him
a handle at leaft for breaking with Cicero , which,
in his prefent circumftances , he was glad to lay
hold of : and when the ftory was once become
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public , and fuppofed to have gained credit with
Odavius , it is not ftrange to find it taken up by
the writers of the following ages , Velleius and
Suetonius ; though not without an intimation from
the latter of its fufpeded credit ss.

While the City was in the utmoft confirmation
on Ctefar’s approach with his army , two Veteran
Legions from Africa happened to arrive in the
Tiber , and were received as a fuccourfent to them
from heaven ; but this joy lafted not long ; for
prefently after their landing , being corrupted by
the other foldiers , they deferted the Senate , who
fent for them , and joined themfelves to Ctefar.
Pollio likewife , about the fame time, with two of
his bell Legions from Spain, came to the afiiftance
of Antony and Lepidus ; fo that all the Veterans
of the w'efiern part of the Empire were now
plainly forming themfelves into one body , to
revenge the death of their old General . The
confent of all thefe armies , and the unexpeded
turn of Antony ’s affairs , ftaggered the fidelity of
Plancus , and induced him alfo atlaft , to defert his
Colleague D , Brutus , with whom he had hitherto
aded with much feeming concord : Pollio made
his peace , and good terms for him with Antony
and Lepidus ; and foon after brought him over to
their Camp with all his troops.

D . Brutus being thus abandoned and left to
fhift for himfelf , with a needy , mutinous army;
eager to defert , and ready to give him up to his
enemies , had no other way to fave himfelf , than
by flying to his name-fake in Macedonia : but the

(
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diftance was fo great , and the country fo guarded,
that he was often forced to change his road , for
fear of being taken ; till having difmiffed all his
attendants , and wandered for fome time alone in
difguife and diftrefs , he committed himfelf to the
protection of an old acquaintance and hoft , whom
he had formerly obliged ; where , either through
treachery or accident , he was furprifed by Antony ’s
foldiers , who immediately killed him, and returned
with his head to their General

Several of the old writers have reproached his
memory with a Ihameful cowardice in the manner
of fuffering his death ; unworthy of the man who
had killed Cscfar , and commanded armies. But
their accounts are fo various , and fo inconfillent
with the character of his former life, that we may
reafonably fufpect them to be forged by thofe,
who were difpofed to throw all kinds of contu¬
mely on the murderers of Csefar*0.

But what gave the greateft fhock to the whole
Republican party , was a law contrived by Caefar,
and pubhfhed by his Colleague Pedius , to bring
to trial and juftice all thofe , who had been con¬
cerned , either in advifmg , or effecting Caefar’s
death : in confequence of which , all the confpira-
tors were prefently impeached in form by different
accufers ; and as none of them ventured to appear
to their citations , they were all condemned of
courfe ; and by a fecond law interdicted from fire
and water : Pompey alfo , though he had born no
part in that act , was added to the number , as an
irreconcileable enemy to the Crefarian caufe : after
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which , Caefar, to make amends for the unpopu¬
larity of his law , diftributed to the Citizens the
Legacies which his Uncle had left them by
will

Cicero forefaw , that things might poffibly take
this turn , and Plancus himfelf prove treacherous;
and for that reafon was conftantly preffihg Brutus
and Caffius to haften to Italy , as the moft effectual
means ter prevent it : every ftep that Ctefar took,
confirmed his apprehenlions , and made him more
importunate with them to come , efpecially after
the union of Antony and Lepidus . In his Letters
to Brutus , “ Fly to us, ” fays he , “ I befeech
“ you , and exhort Caffius to the fame ; for there
“ is no hope of liberty but from your troops **.
“ If you have any regard for the Republic , for
c‘ which you were born , you muff do it inffantly;
“ for the war is renewed by the inconftancy of
“ Lepidus ; and Caefar’s army , which was the
“ beft , is not only of no fervice to us , but even
“ obliges us to call for your ’s : as foon as ever you
“ touch Italy , there is not a man , whom we can
“ call a Citizen , who will not immediately be in
“ your Camp . We have D . Brutus indeed happily
“ united with Plancus : but you are not ignorant,
“ how changeable men’s minds are , and how
“ infe&ed with party , and how uncertain the
“ events of war : nay , ffiould we conquer , as 1
“ hope we lhall , there will be a want of your
“ advice and authority to fettle all affairs. Help
“ us therefore for God ’s fake ; and as foon as
“ poffible ; and allure yourfelf , that you did not
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c‘ do a greater fervicc to your Country on the Ides
“ of March , when you freed it from flavery , than
“ you will do by coming quickly 6’. ”

After many remonftrances of the fame kind , he
wrote alfo the following Letter.

Cicero tq Brutus.

“ After I had often exhorted you by Letters
“ to come as foon as poffible to the relief of the
“ Republic , and bring your army into Italy , and
“ never imagined , that your own people had any
“ fcruples about it ; I was defired by that moft
“ prudent and diligent woman , your Mother , all
“ whofe thoughts and cares are employed on you,
“ that I would come to her on the twenty -fourth
“  of July ; which I did , as I ought , without

“ delay . When I came , I found Cafca , Labeo ,
“ and Scaptius with her. She prefently entered
“ into the affair, and alked my opinion , whether
“ we fhould fend for you to Italy ; and whether
cc I thought it bed for you to come, or to continue
“ abroad . 1 declared , what I took to be the moft

for your honor and reputation , that without
“ lofs of time you fhould bring prefent help to
“ the tottering and declining ftate . For what
“ mifchief may not one expedt from that war,
“ where the conquering armies refufed to purfue
“ a flying enemy ; where a General unhurt , unpro-
“ voked , poffefled of the higheft honors , and the
“ greateft fortunes , with a wife , children , and
“ near relation to you , has declared war againft
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“ the Commonwealth ? I may add , where in fo
“ great a concord of the Senate and People , there
“ refides ftill fo much diforder within the walls;
“ but the greateft grief which I feel , while I am
<c now writing , is to refled , that when the
“ Republic had taken my word for a youth , of
“ rather a boy , l (hall hardly have it in my power,
“ to make good what I promifed for him For it
“ is a thing of much .greater delicacy and moment,
“ to engage onefelf for another 's fentiments and
“ principles , efpecially in affairs of importance,
“ than for money : for money may be paid , and
“ the lofs itfelf be tolerable ; but how can you
“ pay what you are engaged for to the Republic,
“ unlefs he , for whom you ftand engaged , will
“ fuffer it to be paid ? yet I am ftill in hopes , to
“ hold him ; though many are plucking him away
“ from me : for his difpofition feems good , though
“ his age be flexible : and many always at hand
“ to corrupt him ; who , by throwing in his way the
“ fplendor of falfe honor , think themfelves fure
“ of dazzling his good fenfe and underftanding.
“ Wherefore to all my other labors this new one
“ is added , of fetting all engines at work to hold
“ fad the young man , left I incur the imputation
“ of rafhnefs. Though what raftinefs is it after all?
<c for in reality , I bound him for whom I was
tl  engaged , more ftrongly than myfelf : nor has
“ the Republic as yet any caufe to repent , that I
“ was his fponfor : fince he has hitherto been the
“ more firm and conftant in aiding for us , as well
“ from his o\yn  temper , as for my promife . The
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“ greatefi: difficulty in the Republic , if I miftake
“ not , is the want of money : for honeft men
“ grow every day more and more averfe to the
“ name of Tribute ; and what was gathered from

tc  the hundredth penny , where the rich are
“ fhamefully rated , is all fpent in rewarding the
“ two Legions . There is an infinite expenfe upon
“ us , to fupport the armies , which now defend
“ us ; and alfo yours ; for our Caffius feems likely
“ to come Efficiently provided . But I long to
<£ talk , over this , and many other things with you
“ in perfon : and that quickly . As to your fitters
“ children , I did not wait , Brutus , for your“ writing to me : the times themfelves , fince the
“ war will be drawn into length , referve the whole
“ affair to you : but from the firft , when I could
“ not forefee the continuance of the war , I pleaded“ the caufe of the children in the Senate , in a
“ manner , which you have been informed of , I
“ guefs , by your mother ’s Letters : nor can there
“ ever be any cafe , where I will not both fay
“ and do, even at the hazard of my life, whatever
“ I think agreeable either to your inclination , or to
<( your intereft . The twenty - fixth of July *\ ”

In a Letter likewife to Caffius , he fays , “ we
“ wilh to fee you in Italy , as foon as poffible;
cc and fiiall imagine , that we have recovered the
“ Republic , when we have you with us. We
“ had conquered nobly , if Lepidus had not
“ received the routed , difarmed , fugitive , Antony:
“ wherefore , Antony himfelf was never fo odious
w to the City , as Lepidus is now : for he began

a
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“ a war upon us from a turbulent ftate of things;
“ this man from peace and vidory . We have the
“ Confuls eled to oppofe him : in whom indeed
“ we have great hopes ; yet not without an
<£ anxious care for the uncertain events of battles.
“ Affure yourfelf therefore , that all our depend-
“ ence is on you , and your Brutus ; that you
“ are both expeded , but Brutus immediately,
“ &c. ”

But after all thefe repeated remonftrances of
Cicero , neither Brutus nor Caflius feem to have
entertained the leaft thought of coming with their
armies to Italy . Caffius indeed , by being more
remote , could not come fo readily , and was not fo
much expeded as Brutus ? who , before the battle
of Modena , had drawn down all his legions to
the fea - coaft , and kept them at Apollonia and
Dyrrhachium , waiting the event of that adion ,
aud ready to embark for Italy , if any accident had
made his affiftance necelTary ; for which Cicero
highly commends him But upon the news of
Antony ’s defeat , taking all the danger to be over,
he marched away diredly to the remoteft parts of
Greece and Macedonia , to oppofe the attempts
of Dolabella ; and from that time feemed deaf to
the call of the Senate , and to all Cicero ’s letters,
which urged him fo ftrongly to come to their
Relief . It is difficult at this diftauce to penetrate
the motives of his condud : he had a better
opinion of Lepidus , than the reft of his party
had ; and being naturally pofitive , might affed to
flight the apprehenfions of Lepidus * treachery

Vol . III . R
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which was the chief ground of their calling fo
earneflly for him . But he had other reafons alfo,
which were thought to be good ; fince fome of
his friends at Rome , as we may colled from
Cicero ’s Letter , were of a different mind from
Cicero , on the fubjed of his coming . They might
fufped the fidelity of his troops ; and that they
were not fufficiently confirmed and attached to
him, to be truRed in the field againR the Veterans,
in Italy ; whofe example and invitation , when they
came to face each other , might polfibly induce
them to defert , as the other armies had done,
and betray their commanders . But w'hatever was
their real motive , D . Brutus , who was the beR
judge of the Rate of things at home , was entirely
of Cicero ’s opinion : he faw himfelf furrounded
with Veteran armies , difaffeded to the caufe of
liberty ; knew the perfidy of Lepidus : the ambition
of young Caefar; and the irrefolution of his Col¬
league Plancus ; and admonifhed Cicero therefore in
all his Letters , to urge his namefake to haRen his
march to them 47. So that on the whole , it feems
reafonable to believe , that if Brutus and Caflius
had marched with their armies towards Italy , at
the time when Cicero firR prefled it , before the
dcfedion of Blancus , and the death ofDecimus,
it muR have prevented the immediate ruin of the
Republic.

The want of money , of which Cicero com¬
plains at this time , as the greateR evil that they
had to Rruggle with , is exprefled alfo very
Rrongly in another Letter to Cornificius , the
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Froconful of Africa ; who was urging him to pro¬
vide a fund for the fupport of his Legions:

“ As to the expenfe ” , fays he , “ which you
“ have made , and are making in your military
“ preparations, it is not in my power to help
“ you ; becaufe the Senate is now without a head,
“ by the death of the Confuls , and there is an
“ incredible fcarcity of money in the treafury;
“ which we are gathering , however , from all
“ quarters, to make good our promifes to the
“ troops , that have deferved it of us ; which
“ cannot be done , in my opinion , without a tri-
“ bute ". ” This tribute was a fort of capita¬
tion tax , proportioned to each man’s fubdance,
but had been wholly dilufed in Rome , from
the conqueft of Macedonia by Paulus iEmilius,
which furnifhed money and rents fufficient to
cafe the city ever after of that burden , till the
neceffity of the prefent times obliged them tb
renew it But from what Cicero intimates
of the general averfion to the revival of it , one
cannot help obferving the fatal effeds of that
indolence and luxury , which had infeded even
the honed part of Rome : who , in this utmoft
exigency of the Republic , were fliocked at the
very mention of an extraordinary tax ; and would
not part with the lead fhare of their money , for
the defence even of their liberty : the confequencS
of which was , what it mud always be in the
like cafe , that by darving the caufe , they found
not only their fortunes, but their lives alfo foon
after at the mercy of their enemies. Cicero

R 3
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has a refle&ion in one of his fpeeches , that
feems applicable alfo to the prefent cafe , and to
be verified by the example of thefe times. “ The
“ Republic ” , fays he , “ is attacked always with
“ greater vigor , than it is defended : for the au-
“ dacious and profligate , prompted by their na-
“ tural enmity to it , are eafily impelled to adt
“ upon the leaft nod of their leaders : whereas
“ the honeft , I know not why , are generally
“ flow and unwilling to ftir ; and neglecting
“ always the beginnings of things , are never
“ roufed to exert themfelves , but by the lalt
“ neceffity : fo that through irrefolution and delay,
“ when they would be glad to compound at laft
“ for their quiet , at the expenfe even of their
“ honor , they commonly lofe them both 7*. ”

Th is obfervation will ferve to vindicate the
condudt of Caffius , from that charge of violence
and cruelty , which he is faid to have practifed,
in exadting money and other neceffaries from the
Cities of Afia . He was engaged in an inexpi¬
able war , where he mull either conquer , or pe-
rilh with the Republic itfelf , and where his Le¬
gions were not only to be fupported but reward¬
ed : the revenues of the Empire were exhaufted;
contributions came in fparingly ; and the ftates
abroad were all defirous to ftand neuter ; as doubt¬
ful of the ilTuc, and unwilling to offend either
fide . Under thefe difficulties where money was
neceffary , and no way of procuring it but force,
extortion became lawful ; the neceffity of the end
juftified the means ; and yffien the fafety of the
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Empire , and the liberty of Rome were at flake,
it was no time to liften to fcrupfes. This was
Caffius s way of reafoning , and the ground of his

acting ; who applied all his thoughts to fupport
the caufe , that he had undertaken ; and kept his
eyes , as Appian fays , wholly fixed upon the war,
as a Gladiator upon his Antagonift 71.

Brutus , on the other hand , being of a tem¬
per more mild and fcrupulous , contented him-
felf generally with the regular methods of railing
money ; and from his love of Philofophy , and
the politer ftudies , having contracted an affecti¬
on for the Cities of Greece , inftead of levying
contributions , ufed to divert himfelf , where-
ever he paffed , with feeing their games and ex-
ercifes , and prefiding at their philofophical difpu-
tations ; as if travelling rather for curiofity , than
to provide materials for a bloody war When
he and Caffius therefore met , the difference of
their circumftances fhowed the different effects
of their conduCt. Caffius , without receiving a
penny from Rome , came rich and amply furnifli-
ed with all the ftores of war ; Brutus , who had
received large remittances from Italy , came empty
and poor , and unable to fupport himfelf without
the help of Caffius ; who was forced to give him
a third part of that treafnre , which he had been
gathering with fo much envy to himfelf for the
common fervice 7t.

While Cicero was taking all this pains , and
flruggiing thus glorioufiy in the fupport of their
expiring liberty , Brutus , v/lio was naturally peevilb

R 3
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and querulous , being particularly chagrined by
the unhappy turn of affairs in Italy , and judging
of counfels by events , was difpofed at lafl to
throw all the blame upon him ; charging him
chiefly , that , by a profufion of honors on young
Caefar , he had infpired him with an ambition,
incompatible with the fafety of the Republic,
and armed him with that power , which he was
now employing to opprefs it : whereas the truth
is , that by thofe honors Cicero did not intend
to give Ctefar any new power , but to apply that,
which he had acquired by his own vigor , to the
public fervice and the ruin of Antony : in which
he fucceeded even beyond expectation ; and
would certainly have gained his end , had he not
been prevented by accidents , which could not
be forefeen. For it is evident from the fads
above - mentioned , that he was always jealous of
Caefar, and inftead of increafmg , was contriving
fome check to his authority , till by the death of
the Confuls , he flipt out of his hands , and be¬
came too ftrong to be managed by him any
longer . Brutus , by being at fuch a defiance , was
not well apprized , of the particular grounds of
granting thofe honors ; butDeamus , who was all
the while in Italy , faw the ufe and neceffity of
them , and feems to hint in fome of his Letters,
that they ought to have decreed flill greater

But whatever Brutus , or any one elfe may
have faid , if we refled on Cicero ’s condud,
from the time of Caefar’s death to his own , we
fhall find it in all refpeds uniform , great and
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glorious ; never deviating from the grand point,
which he had in view , the liberty of his country:
whereas , if we attend to Brutus ’s , we cannot
help obferving in it , fomething flrangely vari¬
ous and inconfiftent with itfelf. In his outward
manners and behaviour , he affeded the rigor of
a Stoic , and the feverity of an old Roman ; yet
by a natural tendernefs and compaflion , was oft
betrayed into ads of an effeminate weaknefs.
To reftore the liberty of his country , he killed
bis Friend and Benefador ; and declares , that
for the fame caufe he would have killed even his
Father 75: yet he would not take Antony ’s
life , though it was a neceffary facrifice to the
fame caufe. When Dolabella had bafely murder¬
ed Trebonius , and Antony openly approved the
ad , he could not be perfuaded to make reprifals
on C. Antony : but through a vain oftentation
of clemency , fuffered him to live , though with
danger to himfelf. When his brother - in - law
Lepidus was declared an enemy , he expreffed an
abfurd and peevilh refentment of it , for the fake
of his nephews , as if it would not have been in
his power to have repaired their fortunes , if the
Republic was ever reftored : or if not , in their
Father ’s. How contrary is this to the fpirit of
that old Brutus , from whom he derived his de-
fcent , and whom in his general condud he pre¬
tended to imitate ? He blames Cicero for difpcn-
fing honors too largely , yet claims an infinite
fhare of them to himfelf ; and when he had feized
by his private authority , what the Senate , at

R 4
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Cicero ’s motion , confirmed to him , the moft ex¬
traordinary command , which had been granted
to any man : he declares himfelf an enemy to all
extraordinary commiffions , in what hands foever
they were . lodged 16: this inconfiftency in his
chara &er would tempt us to believe , that he
was governed in many cafes by the pride and
haughtinefs of his temper , rather than by any
conftant and fettled Principles of Philofophy , of
which he is commonly thought fo ftridt an ob-
ferver.

Cicero , however , notwithllanding the peevifh-
nefs of Brutus , omitted no opportunity of fer-
ving and fupporting him to the very laft : as
foon as he perceived Caefar’s intention of reveng¬
ing his Uncle’s death , he took all imaginable
pains to diffuade him from it , and never ceafed
from exhorting him by Letters to a reconcilia¬
tion with Brutus , and the obfervance of that am-
nefty , which the Senate had decreed , as the foun¬
dation of the public peace . This was certainly
the laft fervice , which he could do , either to
Brutus , or the Republic ; and Atticus imagin¬
ing that Brutus would be pleafed with it , fent
him a copy of what Cicero had written on that
fubjedt : but inftead of pleating , it provoked
Brutus only the more : he treated it as bafe
and difhonorable , to afk any thing of a boy , or
to imagine the fafety of Brutus to depend on any
one but himfelf : and fignified his mind upon it,
both to Cicero and Atticus in fuch a ftyle , as
confirms what Cicero had long before obferved,
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and more than once declared of him , that his
Letters were generally churlifh , unmannerly and
arrogant ; and that he regarded neither what , or
to whom he was writing 77. But their own
Letters to each other will be the beft vouchers
of what 1 have been remarking , and enable us to
form the furelt judgment of the different fpirit and
conduct of the men. After Brutus therefore had
frequently intimated his diffatisfaction and diflike
of Cicero ’s management , Cicero took occafion,
in the following Letter , to lay open the whole
progrefs of it , from the time of Caefar’s death ,
in order to fhow the reafonablenefs and neceffity
of each ftep.

Cicero to Brutus.

“ You have Meflala now with you . It is not
“ poffible therefore for me to explain by Letter,
“ though ever fo accurately drawn , the prefent
“ ftate of our affairs fo exactly as he , who not
“ only knows them all more perfectly , but can

deferibe them more elegantly than any man
“ for I would not have you imagine , Brutus,
“ ( though there is no occalion to tell you , what
“ you kno %v already yourfelf , but that I cannot
“ pafs over in filence fuch an excellence of all
“ good qualities : ) I would not have you imagine,
“ I fay , that for probity , conftancy and zeal for
“ the Republic , there is any one equal to him ;
“ fo that eloquence , in which he wonderfully ex-

cels , fcarce finds a place among his other
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“ praifes : fince even in that , his wifdom fliines the
“ moft eminent , by his having formed himfelf
“ with fo much judgment and fkill to the trueft
“ manner of fpeaking . Yet his induflry all the
“ while is fo remarkable , and he fpends fo much
“ of his time in ftudy , that he feems to owe but
“ little to his parts , which ftill are the greateft.
“ But I am carried too far by my love for him:
“ for it is not the purpofe of this Epiftle to praife
“ Meflala , efpecially to Brutus , to whom his
“ virtue is not lefs known , than to myfelf ; and
“ thefe very ftudies , which I am praifing , ftill
“ more ; whom when I could not part with with-
“ out regret , I comforted myfelf with reflecting,
“ that by his going away to you , as it were,
“ to my fecond felf , he both difcharged his duty,
“ and purfued the fureft path to glory . But fo
“ much for that 7S. I come now after a long
“ interval , to confider a certain Letter of yours,
“ in which , while you allow me to have done
“ well in many things , you find fault with me
“ for one ; that in conferring honors , I was too
“ free , and even prodigal . You charge me with
“ this ; others probably , with being too fevere
“ in punilhing , or you yourfelf perhaps with both:
“ if fo , I defire that my judgment and fentiments
“ on each may be clearly explained to you : not
“ that I mean to juftify myfelf by the authority of
“ Solon , the wifeft of the feven , and the only
“ Legiflator of them all ; who ufed to fay , that,
“ the public weal was comprifed in two things,
'c rewards and punifhments ; in which , however,
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“ as in every thing elfe , a certain medium and
“ temperament is to be obferved . But it is not
“ my defign at this time to difcufs fo great a
“ fubjecl : I think it proper only , to open the
“ reafons of my votes and opinions in the Senate,
“ from the beginning of this war . After the death
“ of Csefar, and thofe your memorable Ides of
c:  March , you cannot forget , Brutus , what I
“ declared to have been omitted by you , and
“ what a tempeft I forefaw hanging over the Re-
“ public : you had freed us from a great plague;
“ wiped off a great Rain from the Roman people;
“ acquired to yourfelves divine glory ; yet all the
“ equipage and furniture of Kingly power was
<c left Rill to Lepidus and Antony ; the one in-
“ conRant , the other vicious ; both of them afraid
“ of peace , and enemies to the public quiet.
“ While thefe men were eager to raife frelh dif-
“  turbances in the Republic , we had no guard

“ about us to oppofe them ; though the whole
“ City was eager and unanimous in afferting its
“ liberty : I was then thought too violent ; while
“ you perhaps more wifely withdrew yourfelves
“ from that city , which you had delivered , and
“ refufed the help of all Italy , which offered to
“  arm itfelf in your caufe . Wherefore when I faw

“ the city in the hands of traitors , oppreffed by
“ the arms of Antony , and that neither you nor
“ Caffius could be fafe in it ; I thought it time for
“  me to quit it too : for a City overpowered by

“ traitors , wilhout the means of relieving itfelf,
“ is a wretched fpedacle : Yet my mind , always
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cc the fame , and ever fixed on the love of my
tc  Country , could not bear the thought of leaving
et  it in it’s diftrefs : in the midft therefore of my
fc  voyage to Greece , and in the very feafon of
cc the Etefian winds , when an uncommon South-
“ wind , as if difpleafed with my refoludon , had
ec driven me back to Italy , I found you atVelia,
ct  and was greatly concerned at it : for you were
K retreating , Brutus ; were retreating , I fay;
“ fince your Stoics will not allow their wife man
tc  to fly . As foon as I came to Rome , I ex-
tc  pofed myfelf to the wickednefs and rage of
cc Antony ; and when I had exafperated him
<£ againft me , began to enter into meafures , in
tc  the very manner of the Brutus , ( for fuch are
<c peculiar to your blood ) for delivering the Re-
<c public . I fhall omit the long recital of what
tc  followed , fince it all relates to myfelf ; and ob-
cc ferve only , that young Csefar , by whom , if
ec we will confefs the truth , we fubfift at this day,
cc flowed from the fource of my counfels. 1 decreed
w him no honors , Brutus , but what were due;
(t  none but what were neceffary : for as foon as

we began to recover any liberty , and before
cc the virtue of D . Brutus had yet fhown itfelf fo
et  far , that we could know its divine force ; and
* while our whole defence was in the boy , who
<c repelled Antony from our necks ; what honor
<c was not really due to him ? though I gave him
cc nothing yet , but the praife of words ; and that
“ but moderate . I decreed him indeed a legal
ec command : which though it feemed honorable
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w to one of that age , was yet neceffary to one
w who had an army : for what is an army with-
cc out the command of it ? Philip voted him a
<c datue 5 Servius the privilege of fuing for offices
<£ before the legal time ; which was Ihortened dill
cc by Servilius : nothing was then thought too
“ much : but we are apt , I know not how , to
“ be more liberal in fear,  than grateful in fuccefs.
“ When D . Brutus was delivered from the fieg-e,
“ a day of all others the mod joyous to the city,
“ which happened alfo to be his birth - day , I
“ decreed , that his name fhould be afcribed for
“ ever to that day in the public Kalendars . In
“ which I followed the example of our anceftors,
“ who paid the fame honor to a woman , Larentia;
“ at whofe altar you Priefts perform facred rites
“ in theVelabrum : by giving this to D . Brutus,
“ my defign was , to fix in the Kalendars a per-
“ petual memorial of a mod acceptable vidtory:
“ but I perceived on that day , that there was
“ more malevolence than gratitude , in many of the
“ Senate. During thefe fame days , I poured out
“ honors ( fince you will have it fo ) on the deceaf-
“ ed Hirtius , Panfa and Aquda : and who can
“ find fault with it , but thofe who , when fear is
“ once over , forget their pad danger ? But beddes
“ the grateful remembrance of fervices , there was
“ an ufe in it , which reached to poderity : for I
“ was defirous , that there fhould remain an eternal
“ monument of the public hatred to our mod
“ cruel enemies. There is one thing I doubt,
“ which does not pleafe you ; for it does not
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“ pleafe your friends here ; who , though ex-'
“ cellent men , have but little experience in
“ public affairs ; that I decreed an ovation to
“ Caefar : but for my part , ( though I may per-
“ haps be miftaken , for I am not one of
(C thofe , who approve nothing , but what is my
cc own ; ) I cannot but think , that I have advifed
cc nothing more prudent during this war . Why it
“ is fo , is not proper to be explained , left 1 be
cc thought to have been more provident in it than
“ grateful : but even this is too much : let us pafs
“ therefore to other things . I decreed honors to
cc D . Brutus ; decreed them to Plancus : they muft
“  be men of great fouls who are attracted by glory:
cc but the Senate a.lfo is certainly wife , in trying
cc every art that is honeft , by which it can engage
“ any one to the fervice of the Republic . But I
“ am blamed in the cafe of Lepidus : to whom
cc after I had raifed a ftatue in the Roftra , 1 prefently
c< threw it down . My view in that honor was,
“ to reclaim him from defperate meafures ; but the
cc madnefs of an inconftant man got the better of
“ my prudence ; nor was there yet fo much harm
“ in eredfing , as good in demolifhing the Statue.
a  But I have faid enough concerning honors ; and
“ muft fay a word or two about punifhments : for
“ 1 have often obferved from your Letters , that you
tc  are fond of acquiring a reputation of clemency,
“ by your treatment of thofe whom you have
“  conquered in war . I can imagine nothing to be
a  done by you , but what is wifely done : but to
“ omit the puniftiing of wickednefs ( which we call
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w pardoning ) though it be tolerable in other cafes,
cc 1 hold to be pernicious in this war . Of all the
<c civil wars that have been in my memory , there
“ was not one , in which , what fide foever got the

better , there would not have remained fome
<c form of a Commonwealth : yet in this , what
“  fort of a Republic we are like to have if we
“ conquer , I would not eafily affirm ; but if we
“ are conquered , we are fure to have none . My
tc  votes therefore were fevere againft Antony;
“ fevere againft Lepidus : not from any fpirit of
“ revenge , but to deter wicked Citizens atprefent
“ from making war againft their Country ; and to
“ leave an example to pofterity , that none hereafter
“ fhould imitate fuch ralhnefs . Yet this very vote
“ was not more mine , than it was every body ’s:
“ in which there feems , I own , to be fomething
“ cruel , that the punifhment Ihould reach to
“ children , who have done nothing to deferve
“ it : but the conftitution is both ancient , and of
“ all Cities ; for even Themiftocles ’s children
“ were reduced to want : and fince the fame
“ punifhment falls upon Citizens , condemned of
“ public crimes , how was it poffible for us to be
“ more gentle towards enemies ? But how can that
“ man complain of me , who , if he had conquered,
“ muft needs confefs that he would have treated
“ me even with more feverity ? If ou have now
“ the motives of my opinions in the cafe of
“ rewards and punifhments : for as to other
“ poiuts , you have heard , I imagine , what my
“ fentiments and votes have been . But to talk
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“ of thefe things now is not necelfary ; what I am
“ going to fay , is extremely fo , Brutus ; that you
“ come to Italy with your army as foon as poffible.
“ We are in the utmoft expedition of you :
“ whenever you fet foot in Italy , all the world
cc will fly to you : for whether it be our lot to
“ conquer , ( as we had already done , if Lepidus
“ had not been defirous to overturn all , and perifli
“ himfelf with his friends ) there will be a great
“ want of your authority , for the fettling fome
“ ftate of a City among !! us ; or if there be any
tc  danger and ftruggle ftill behind , haften to us
“ for God ’s fake : for you know , how much
cc depends on opportunity , how much on difpatch.
“ What diligence I lhall ufe in the care of your
“ filler ’s children , you will foon know , I hope,
“ from your mother ’s and filler’s Letters : in
K whofe caufe I have more regard to your will,
“  which is ever mod dear to me , than , as fome

“  think , to my own conftancy ; but ' it is my

£c defire both to be , and to appear conftant , in
“ nothing fo much as in loving you ^” . ”

Brutus to Cicero . v

“ I have read a part of your Letter , which
“ you fent to Odavius , tranfmitted to me by
“ Atticus . Your zeal and concern for my fafety
“ gives me no new pleafure : for it is not only
“ common , but our daily news , to hear fomething,
“ which you have faid or done with your ufual
“ fidelity , in the fupport of my honor and dignity.

Yet

\
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“ Yet that fame part of your Letter affedted me
“ with the moft fenfible grief , which my mind
“ could poffibly receive . For you compliment
“ him fo highly for his fervices to the Republic ;
“ and in a ftrain fo fuppliant and abiedt ; that,—
“ what fhall I fay ? — I am alhamed of the
“ wretched ftate , to which we are reduced,—
“ yet it muft be faid — you recommend my fafety
“ to him ; to which what death is not preferable ?
“ and plainly Ihow , that our fervitude is not yet
“ abolifhed , but our mafter only changed . Recolledt
“ your words , and deny them , if you dare , to be
“  the prayers of a Have to his King . There is one
“ thing , you fay , which is required and expedted
“ from him , that he would allow thofe Citizens
“ to live in fafety , of whom all honeft men , and
“ the people of Rome think well . But what , if
“ he will not allow it ? fhall we be the lefs fafe
“ for that ? It is better not to be fafe , than to be
“ faved by him. For my part , I can never think
“ all the Gods fo averfe to the prefervation of the
“ Roman people , that Odlavius muft be entreated
“ for the life of any one Citizen ; much lefs for the
“ deliverers of the world . It is a pleafure to me
“ to talk thus magnificently ; and it even becomes
“ me to thofe , who know not either , what to
“ fear for any one , or what to afk of any one. Can
“ you allow Odlavius to have this power , and
“ yet be his friend ? or if you have any value for
“ me , would you wifh to fee me at Rome , when
“ I muft firft be recommended to the boy , that
•“ he would permit me to be there ? What reafon

Vol . 111. S
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“ can you have to thank him , if you think it
“ neceflary to beg of him , that he would grant
M and fuffer us to live with fafety ? or is it to
“ be reckoned a kindnefs , that he chufes to fee
“ himfclf , rather than Antony , in the condition,
“ to have fuch petitions addrefled to him ? one
“ may fupplicate indeed the fucceffor , but never
“ the abolilher of a tyranny , that thofe , who
“ have deferved well of the Republic , may be
“ fafc. It was this weaknefs and defpair , not
“ more blameable indeed in you , than in all , which
“ firA: pulhed Csefar to the ambition of reigning;
lt  and after his death , encouraged Antony
“  to think of feizing his place , and has now

“ railed this boy fo high , that you judge it
“ neceffary to addrefs ' your prayers to him for
M the prefervation of men ' of our rank ; and
cc that we can be faved only by the mercy of
tc  one , fcarce yet a man ; and by no other means.

But if we had remembered ourfelves to be
“ Romans , thefe infamous men would not be
K more daring to aim at dominion , than we are to
“ repel it : nor would Antony be more encou-
“ raged by Caefar’s reign , than deterred by his
“ fate . How can you , a Confular Senator,
tc  and the avenger of fo many treafons , (by flip*
ct  prefling which , you have but poftponed our
ct  ruin I fear , for a time, ) refledl on what you
“ have done , and yet approve thefe things , or
“ bear them fo tamely , as to feem at leaf!: to

,l  approve them ? for what particular grudge
“ had you to Antony ? no other but that he
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“ affumed all this to himfelf ; that our lives
fliouM be begged of him ; our fafety be pre-

“ carious , from whom he had received his li-
berty ; and the Republic depend on his will

“ and pleafure* You thought it neceffary to
“ take arms to prevent him from tyrannizing
“ at this rate : but was it your intent , that by
“ preventing him , we might fue to another,
“ who would fuffer himfelf to be advanced into
“ his place , or that the Republic might be freC
“ and miftrefs of itfelf ? as if our quarrel was
“ not perhaps to flavery , but to the conditions
“ of it . Rut we might have had , not only
“ an eafy inafter iii Antony , if we would have
“ been content with that , but whatever Pnare
“ with him we pleafed , of favors and honors.
“ For what could he deny to thofe , whofe pa-
“ tience , he faw , was the bell fupport of his
“ government ; but nothing was of fuch value
“ to us , that we fhould fell our faith and our
“ liberty for it. This very boy , whom the
“ name of Caefaf feems to incite againft the de-
“ ftroyers of Csefar , at what rate would he value
“ it (if there was any room to traffic with him)
“ to be enabled by our help , to maintain his
“ prefent power ; fmce we have a mind to live,
“ and to be rich , and to be called Confulars?
*' but then Cfefar mull have perilhed in vain :
,e  for what reafon had we to rejoice at his death,
“ if , after it , we were flill to continue flaves f
“ Let other people be as indolent as they pleafe;
“ but may the Gods and Goddeffes deprive «re'

S z
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“ fooner of every thing , than the refolutiori,
“ not to aliow to the heir of him whom I
“ killed , what I did not allow to the man him-
“ felf : nor would fuffer , even in my Father,
“ were he living ; to have more power than the
“ laws and the Senate . How can you imagine,
“ that any one can be free under him , without
“ whofe leave there is no place for us in that
“ City ? or how is it poffible for you after all,
“ to obtain what you afk ? You alk , that he
“ would allow us to be fafe. Shall we then
“ receive fafety , think you , when we receive
“ life ? but how can we receive it , if we firft
“ part with our honor and our liberty ? Do
“ you fancy , that to live at Rome is to be fafe?
“ It is the thing , and not the place , which
“ muff fecure them to me : for I was never fafe,
“ while Csefar lived , till I had refolved on that
“ attempt : nor can I in any place live in exile,
“ as long as I hate flavery and affronts above
“ all other evils. Is not this to fall back again
“ into the fame date of darknefs ; when he,
“ who has taken upon him the name of the ty-
“ rant , ( though in the Cities of Greece , when
“ the Tyrants are deftroyed , their children alfo
“ perifh with them, } muff be entreated , that
a the avengers of tyranny may be fafe ? Can I
“ ever willi to fee that City , or think it a City,
“ which would not accept liberty when offered,
“ and even forced upon it , but has more dread
“ of the name of their late King , in the perfon of
ct  a boy , than confidence in itfelf ; though it has



*  feen that very King taken off in the height of

<£ all his power by the virtue of a few ? As for
“ me , do not recommend me any more to your
cc Ctefar , nor indeed yourfelf , if you will hearken
“ to me. You fet a very high value on the few
£c years , which remain to you at that age , if for
“ the fake of them you can fupplicate that boy.
tc  But take care after all, left what you have done
“ and are doing fo laudably againft Antony ,
t:  inftead of being praifed , as the effedl of a great

° mind , be charged to the account of your fear.
fC For if you are fo pleafed with Oftavius , as to

“  petition him for our fafety , you will be thought

“ not to have difliked a Mafter , but to have
“ wanted a more friendly one. As to your praifing
“  him for the things , that he has hitherto done,

e‘ I entirely approve it : for they defervcd to be

“ praifed , provided that he undertook them , to
“ repel other men’s power , not to advance his
“ own . But when you adjudge him , not only to,
<l  have this power , but that you ought to fubmit

tc  to it fo far , as to entreat him that he would
<£ not deftroy us ; you pay him too great a
“ recompence : for you afcribe that very thing to,
“ him , which the Republic feemed to enjoy
cc through him : nor does it ever enter into your
“ thoughts , that if Otftavius be worthy of any
“ honors , becaufe he wages war with Antony;
“ that thofe , who extirpated the very evil , of
“ which thefe are but the relics , can never be
cc fufficiently requited by the Roman people ;
w though they were to heap upon them every

S 3
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tf thing which they could beftow : but fee how
cc much ftronger people ’s fears are , than their
“ memories , becaufe Antony ftill lives , and is in

arms. As to Caefar, all that could and ought to
“ be done , is part , and cannot be recalled : is
“ Odavius then a perfon of fo great importance,
“ that the people of Rome are to exped from

him , what he will determine upon us ? or are
" we of fo little , that any fingle man is to be
“ entreated for our fafety ? As for me , may I
fc  never return to you , if ever I either fupplicate

any man , or do not rertrain thole , who are
“ difpofed to do it , from fupplicating for them-
“ felves : or I will remove to a diftance from all
“ fuch , who can be flaves , and fancy myfelf at
“ Rome , wherever 1 can live free ; and fhall pity
“  you , whofe fond defire of life , neither age,

nor honors , nor the example of other men's
fC virtue can moderate . For my part , I fhall ever
“ think myfelf happy , as long as I can pleafe

myfelf with the perfuafion , that my piety has
been fully requited . For what can be happier,
than for a man , confcious of virtuous afts^
and content with liberty , to defpife all human

?l  affairs ? yet I will never yield to thofe , who are
a  fond of yielding , or be conquered by thofe,
<e' who are willing to be conquered themfelves;
“ but will fir ft try and attempt every thing ; nor
“ ever defift from dragging our City out of flavery.
5‘ If fuch fortune attends , as I ought to have , we
£c fhall all rejoice : If not , 1 fhall rejoice myfelf.
f* For how coujd this life be fpent better, .than in

\
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44 ads and thoughts , which tend to make my
“ Countrymen free ? I beg and befeech you , Cicero,
“ not to defert the caufe through wearinefs or
“ diffidence : in repelling prefent evils , have your
44 eye always on the future , left they infmuate
“ themfelves before you are aware . Confider that
** the fortitude and courage , with which you
“ delivered the Republic , when Conful , and
“ now again when Confular , are nothing without
“ conftancy and equability . The cafe of tried
*c virtue , I own , is harder than of untried : we
“ require fervices from it , as debts ; and if any
“ thing difappoints us, we blame with refentment,
“ as if we had been deceived . Wherefore for
“ Cicero to withftand Antony , though it be a part
“ highly commendable , yet becaufe fuch a Conful
K feemed of courfe to promife us fuch a Confular,
“ no body wonders at it : but if the fame Cicero,
44 in the cafe of others , fliould waver at laft in
“ that refolution , which he exerted with fuch
“ firmnefs and greatnefs of mind againfl: Antony,
ct  he would deprive himfelf, not only of the hopes
ec of future glory , but forfeit even that which is
tc  pad : for nothing is great in itfelf , but what
“ flows from the refult of our judgment : nor does
ct  it become any man , more than you , to love
“ the Republic , and to be the Patron of liberty,
“ on the account either of your natural talents,
tc  or your former ads , or the wilhes and expeda-
“ tion of all men. Odavius therefore mud not be
4C entreated , to fuffer us to live in fafety. Do you
“ rather roufe yourfelf fo far , as to think that

S 4
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ec City in which you have adted the nobleft part,
“ free and flourilhing, as long as there are Leaders
cc Hill to the people , to refill the defigns of
“ Traitors *\ ”

If we compare thefe two Letters , we lhall
perceive in Cicero’s an extenfrve view and true
judgment of things , tempered with the greatell
pohtenefs and affedtion for his friend , and an
unwillingnefs to difgull where he thought it necef-
fary even to blame. In Brutus’s a churlilh and
morofe arrogance, claiming infinite honors to him-
felf, yet allowing none to any body elfe ; infolently
chiding and didlating to one , as much fuperior to
him in wifdorp as he was in years ; the whole
turning upon that romantic maxim of the Stoics,
enforced without any regard to times and circum-
flances : that a wife man has a fufficiency of all
things within himfelf. There are indeed many
noble fentiments in it worthy of old Rome , which
Cicero in a proper feafon would have recom¬
mended as warmly as he ; yet they were not
principles to adt upon in a conjuncture fo critical;
and the rigid application of them is the lefs
excufable in Brutus, becaufe he himfelf did not
always practice what he profeffed; but was too
apt to forget both the Stoic and the Roman.

Odtavius had no fooncr fettled the affairs of the
City , and fubdued the Senate to his mind, than
he marched back towards Gaul , to meet Antony
and Lepidus; who had already palled the Alps,
and brought their armies into Italy , in order to
have a perfonal interview with him ; which had
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been privately concerted , for fettling the terms of
a triple league , and dividing the power and
provinces of the Empire among themfelves . All
the three were natural enemies to each other;
Competitors for Empire ; and aiming feverally 10
poffefs , what could not be obtained but with the
ruin of the reft : their meeting therefore was not
to eftablifli any real amity or lafting concord , for
that was impoffible , but to fufpend their own
quarrels for the prefent , and with common forces
to opprefs their common enemies , the friends of
liberty and the Republic ; without which all their
feveral hopes and ambitious views mull; inevitably
be blafted.

The place appointed for the interview , was a
fmall Ifland , abut two miles from Bononia , formed
by the river Rhenus , which runs near to that
City 81; here they met , as men of their chara&er
muft neceffarily meet , not without jealoufy and
fufpicion of danger from each other , being all
attended by their choiceft troops , each with five
Legions , difpofed in feparate camps within fight
of the Ifland . Lepidus entered it the firft , as- an
equal friend to the other two , to fee that the place
was clear , and free from treachery ; and when he
had given the fignal agreed upon , Antony and
O &avius advanced from the oppofite banks of the
river , and palled into the Ifland by bridges , which
they left guarded on each fide by three hundred
of their own men. Their firft care inftead of
embracing , was to fearch one another , whether
they had not brought daggers concealed under
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their clothes ; and when that ceremony was over,
Odtavius took his feat betwixt the other two , in tjons
the moft honorable place , on the account of his ^tb
being Conful. fyar

In this fituation they fpent three days in a clofe 0ciav
conference, to adjuft the plan of their accommoda- ivife1
tion , the fubftance of which was that the Three Th
fhould be inverted jointly with fupreme power for ]|ftc
the term of five years, with the title of Triumvirs, ned
for fettling the ftate of the Republic : that they wjtf
fhould adt in all cafes by common confent, nominate
the Magiftrates and Governors both at home and
abroad , and determine all affairs relating to the /r,W(|s
public by their foie will and pleafure: that Odtavius (̂ n
fhould have for his peculiar province, Africa with {jy
Sicily , Sardinia , and the other Elands of the £njg)
Mediterranean; Lepidus, Spain, with the Narbonefe unpa
Gaul ; Antony , the other two Gauls on both fides £2uff
of the Alps : and to put them all upon a level, cf tj
both in title and authority , that Odtavius fhould ceptj
refign the Confulfhip to Ventidius for the remainder jjea(j
of the year : that Antony and Odtavius fhould jna]j
profecute the war againft Brutus and Caffius, each ^
of them at the head of twenty Legions ; and ĵ '
Lepidus with three Legions be left to guard the y
City : and at the end of the war , that eighteen tj,
Cities or Colonies , the beft and richeft of Italy, r
together with their lands and diftridts, fhould be ^
taken from their owners , and afligned to the ^
perpetual poffeffion of the foldiers, as the reward j
of their faithful fervices. Thefe conditions were
publifhed to their feveral armies, and received by



them with acclamations of joy , and mutual gratula-
tions for this happy union of their Chiefs ; which
at the defire of the foldiers was ratified likewife
by a marriage , agreed to be confummated between
Odavius and Claudia , the daughter of Antony ’s
wife Fulvia , by her firft hulband P. Clodius.

The laft thing that they adjufted , was the
lift of a profcription , which they were determi¬
ned to make of their enemies . This , as the
writers tell us , occafioned much difficulty and
warm contefts among them ; till each of them,
in his turn , confented to facrifice fome of his beft
friends to the revenge and refentment of his
Colleagues . The whole lift is faid to have con-
fifted of three hundred Senators , and two thoufand
Knights ; all doomed to die for a crime the moft
unpardonable to Tyrants , their adherence to the
caufe of liberty . They referved the publication
of the general lift to their arrival at Rome , ex¬
cepting only a few of the moft obnoxious ; the
Heads of the Republican party , about feventeen
in all : the chief of whom was Cicero . Thefe
they marked out for immediate deftrudtion ; and
fent their Emiffaries away dire&ly to furprife
and murder them , before any notice could reach
them of their danger : four of this number were
prefently taken and killed in the company of
their friends ; and the reft bunted out by the
foldiers in private houfes and temples ; which
prefently filled the City with an univerfal ter¬
ror and confternation , as if it had been taken by
an enemy : fo that the Conful Pedius was forced
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to run about the ffreets all the night , to quiet
the minds and appeafe the fears of the people;
and as foon as it was light publifhed the names t̂cr
©F the feventeen , who were principally fought hut2
for , with an alfurance of fafety and indemnity sfu®
to all others : but he liimfelf was fo {hocked of
and fatigued by the horror of this night’s work , f^
that he died the day following **. tbe

We have no hint from any of Cicero’s Let- met
ters ( for none remain to us of fo low a date) to He
what his fentiments were on this interview of
the three Chiefs ; or what refolution he had tak-
en in confequence of it. He could not but de°f
forefee that it muft needs be fatal to him , if it Cif;
paffed to the fatisfadion of Antony and Lepi- m
dus ; for he had feveral times declared, that he f<lUH
cxpeded the laft feverity from them, if ever they moie
got the better. But whatever he had caufe to than
apprehend , it is certain that it was {fill in his Vellf
power to avoid it , by going over to Brutus in C;?fa
Macedonia : but he feems to have thought that orth.
remedy worfe than the evil ; and had fo great 1™"
an abhorrence of entering again , in his advam thong
ced age , into a civil war , and fo little value for itwei
the few years of life which remained to him, ownI
that he declares it a thoufand times better to die, hCa
than to feek his fafety from camps 8i : and he Mk’
was the more indifferent about what might hap- prct
pen to himfelf, fince his fon was removed from tela!
all immediate danger , by being already with If
Brutus. oft

The old Hiftorians endeavour to perfuade us, Ant
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that Csefar did not give him up to the revenge of
his Colleagues without the greateft relu &ance , and
after a ftruggle of two days to preferve him st :
but all that tendernefs was artificial , and a part
affumed to give the better color to his defertion
of him . For Cicero ’s death was the natural ef-
fed of their union , and a neceffary facrifice to
the common intereft of the Three : thofe who
met to deftroy liberty , muft come determined
to deftroy him ; fince his authority was too great
to be differed in an enemy ; and experience had
ftiown , that nothing could make him a friend to
the oppreffors of his country.

Caefar therefore was pleafed with it undoubtedly,
as much as the reft ; and when his pretended
fqueamiflinefs was over - ruled , fliowed himfelf
more cruel and bloody in urging the Profcription,
than either of the other two 85. Nothing , fays
Velleius , was fo ftiameful on this occafion , as that
Ciefar fhould be forced to proferibe any man;
or that Cicero efpecially fhould be proferibed by
him 8' . But there was no force in the cafe : for
though , to fave Csefar’s honor , and to extort , as
it were , Cicero from him , Lepidus gave up his
own brother , Paullus ; and Antony' his uncle,
L . Caefar, who were both adtually put into the
lift ; yet neither of them loft their lives , but were
protected from any harm by the power of their
relations 87.

If we look back a little , to make a general view
of the condudt of thefe Triumvirs , we fhall fee
Antony roufed at once by Ctefar’s death from the
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midft of pleafure and debauch , arid a moft abjeft an̂
obfequioufnefs to Ccefar’s power , forming the true 1̂2t£
plan of his intereft , and purfuing it with a fur-
prifmg vigor and addtefs ; till after many and ai- ®ê 1
moft infuperable difficulties , he obtained the fo- 'f̂ en
vereign dominion , which he aimed at. Lepidus |̂s’
Was the chief inftrument that he made life of; •M:
whom he employed very fuccefsfully at home , P û
till he found himfelf in condition to fuppOrt his âVl
pretenfions alone , and then fent to the other fide t0c
of the Alps , that in cafe of any difafter in Italy , ^
he might be provided with a fecure refource in ^m
his army . By this management he had ordered
his affairs fo artfully , that by Conquering at Mo - )°'n̂
dena , he would have made himfelf probably the H\e\)
foie Mafter of Rome ; while the only difference P0Vi(
of being conquered , was to admit two partners He
with him into the Empire ; the one of whom at wea.
leaft he was fure always to govern.

Octavius ’s conduCt was not lefs politic or vigor* m0̂
ous : he had great parts , and an admirable genius, t0 H
with a diffimulation fufftcient to perfuade that he His
had good inclinations too . As his want of years true
and authority made it impoffible for him to fucceed
immediately to his Uncle ’s power , fo his firft btu
finefs was , to keep the place vacant till he fhould ^
be more ripe for it ; and to give the exclufion in
the mean while to every body elfe* With this wo
view he aded the Republican with great gravity;
put himfelf under the direction of Cicero ; and Hin
was wholly governed by his advice , as far as his M
intereft carried him ; that is , to deprefs Antony , top
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and drive him out of Italy ; who was his imme¬
diate and moft; dangerous rival . Here he ftopt
Ihort , and paufed a while , to confider what new
meafures this new ftate of things would fuggeft:
when by the unexpected death of the two Con-
fuls , finding himfelf at once the mafter of every
thing at home , and Antony , by the help of Le-
pidus , rifing again the ftronger from his fall , he
law prefently that his beft chance for Empire was
to content himfelf with a fhare of it , till he
ihould be in condition to feize the whole ; and
from the fame policy with which he joined him¬
felf with the Republic to deftroy Antony , he now
joined with Antony to opprefs the Republic , as
the beft means of fecuring and advancing his own
power.

Lepidus was the Dupe of them both ; a vain,
weak , inconftant man ; incapable of Empire , yet
afpiring to the poffeffion of it ; and abufing the
moft glorious opportunity of ferving his Country,
to the ruin both of his Country and himfelf.
His wife was the Sifter of M . Brutus , and his
true intereft lay in adhering to that alliance : for
if , by the advice of Laterenfis , he had joined with
Plancus and D . Brutus to opprefs Antony , and
give liberty to Rome , the merit of that fervice,
added to the dignity of his family and fortunes .,
would neceffarily have made him the firft Citizen
of a free Republic . But his weaknefs deprived
him of that glory : he flattered himfelf , that the
firft fhare of power , which he feemed at prefent
to polfefs , would give him likewife the firft fhare
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of Empire : not confxdering that military power
depends on the reputation and abilities of him
who poffeffes it : in which , as his Colleagues far
excelled him , fo they would be fure always to
eclipfe , and whenever they thought it proper , to
defiroy him . This he found afterwards to be the
cafe : when Csefar forced him to beg his life
upon his knees , though at the head of twenty
Legions j and depofed him from that dtgnity,
which he knew not how to fuftain ss.

Cicero was at his Tufculan Villa , with his
Brother and Nephew , when he firft received the
news of the Profcription , and of their being in¬
cluded in it . It was the defign of the Triumvi¬
rate to keep it a fecret , if poflible , to the moment
of execution ; in order to furprife thofe , whom
they had deftined to deftrudlion , before they were
aware of the danger , or had time to efcape. But
fome of Cicero ’s friends found means to give him
early notice of it ; upon which he fet forward
prefently with his Brother and Nephew towards
Aftura ; the neareft Villa which he had upon the
fea : with intent to tranfport themfelves directly
out of the reach of their enemies. But Quintus
being wholly unprepared for fo fudden a voyage,
refolved to turn back with his fon to Rome , in
confidence of lying concealed there , till they could
provide money and neceffaries for their fupport
abroad . Cicero in the mean while found a veffei
ready for him at Aftura , in which he prefently em¬
barked : but the winds being crofs and turbulent,
and the fea wholly uneafy to him , after he had
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failed about two leagues along the coaft , he landed
at Circseurn , and fpent a night near that place
in great anxiety and irrefolution : the queftion was,
what courfe he fliould fleer ; and whether he fhould
fly to Brutus , or toCaffius , or to S. Pompeius;
but after all his deliberations , none of them pleafed
him fo much as the expedient of dying* 9: fo that,
as Plutarch fays , he had fome thoughts of return¬
ing to the City , and killing himfelf in Ciefar’s
houfe ; in order to leave the guilt and curfe of
his blood upon Caefar’s perfidy and ingratitude:
but the importunity of his fervants prevailed with
him to fail forwards to Cajeta ; where he went
again on fhore , to repofe himfelf in his Formian
Villa , about a mile from the coaft ; weary of life
and the fea ; and declaring , that he would die in
that Country , which he had fo often faved 9°.
Here he flept foundly for feveral hours ; though,
as fome writers tell us , “ a great number of Crows
“ were fluttering all the while , and making a
<c ftrange noife about his windows , as if to roufe
u and warn him of his approaching fate : and that
“ one of them made its way into the chamber,
“ and pulled away his very bed-clothes 3 til] his
“ flaves , admonifhed by this prodigy , and
“ afhamed to fee brute creatures more folicit-
“ ous for his fafety than themfelves , forced him
“ into his Litter , or portable Chair, ” and carried
him away towards the fhip , through the private
ways and walks of his woods ; having juft heard
that foldiers were already come into the country
in queft of him , and not far from the Villa . As

‘Vol . III . T
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foon as they were gone , the foldiers arrived at
the houfe : and perceiving him to be fled , purfued
immediately towards thefea , and overtook him
in the wood . Their Leader was one Popilius
Lasnus , a Tribune , or Colonel of the army , whom
Cicero had formerly defended and preferved in a
capital caufe. As foon as tne foldiers appeared,
the fervants prepared themfelves to fight , being
refolved to defend their mailer ’s life at the hazard
of their own : but Cicero commanded them to fet

him down , and to make no refiftance 51: then

looking upon his executioners with a prefence and
firmnefs , which almoft daunted them , and thrufting
his neck , as forwardly as he could , out of the
L ' tter , he bad them do their work , and take

what they wanted : upon which they prefently cut
off his head and both his hands , and returned with

them in all hafte and great joy towards Rome , as
the mod agreeable prefent which they could pof-
fibly carry to Antony . Popilius charged himfelf
with the conveyance , without reflecting on the
infamy of carrying that head , which had faved
his own* 1: he found Antony in the Forum , fur-
rounded with guards and crowds of people ; but

upon Ihowing from a diftance the fpoils which he
brought , he was rewarded upon the fpot with
the honor of a Crown , and about eight thoufand
pounds fterling . Antony ordered the head to be
fixed upon the Roftra , between the two hands : a
fad fpecflacle to the City ; and what drew tears
from every eye ; to fee thofe mangled members,
which ufed to exert themfelves fo glorioufly
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from that place , in defence of the lives , the for¬
tunes , and the liberties of the Roman people , fo
lamentably expofed to the fcorn of Sycophants
and Traitors . The deaths of the reft , fays a Hif-
torian of that age , caufed only a private and
particular forrow ; but Cicero ’s an univerfal one 9':
it was a triumph over the Republic itfelf ; and
feemed to confirm and eftablilh the perpetual
flavery of Rome . Antony confidered it as fuch,
and fatiated with Cicero ’s blood , declared the
Profcription at an end.

He was killed on the feventh of December;
about ten days from the fettlement of the Tri¬
umvirate : after he had lived fixty - three years ,
eleven months , and five days ’'9.
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