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JULIUS CHS AR, 85

ACT 1 . SCENE I

The fame . Brutus ’ s Orchard . ®

Enter BruTUS .

. Bru . What , Lucius ! ho ! —

I cannot , by the progre {s of the flars ,

6 — — Brutus ’ s orchard . ] The modern editors read garden , but
orchard feems anciently to have had the fame meaning .

3 : STEEVENS.
That thefe two words were anciently fynonymous , appears from

a line in this play :
tt — he bath left you all his walks ,
«« His private arbours , and new - planted orchards ,
ts On this fide Tiber . ”

In Sir T. North ' s Tranflation of Plutarch , the paflage which

Shakfpeare has here copied , ftands thus : << He left his gardens and
arbours unto the people , which he had on ‘ this fide of the river
Tyber . ”

So alfo in Barret ' s Alvearie , 1580 : ¢¢ A garden or an orchard ,
bortus . ” — The truth is , that few of our anceftors had in the age
of Queen Elizabeth any other garden but an orchard ; and hence ’
the latter word was confidered as { ynonymous to the former .

MALONE.
The number of treatifes written on . the fubje & of horticulture ,

even at the beginning of Queen Elizabeth ' s reign , very flrongly
controvert Mr. Malone ' s fuppofition relative to the unfrequency of

gardens at {o early a period . STEEVENS.
Orchard was anciently written Aor - yard ; hence its original meana

ing is obvious . HENLEY.
By the following quotation , however , it will appear that thefe

words had in the days of Shakfpeare acquired a diftin & meaning .
¢¢ It ( hall be good to have underflanding of the ground where ye
do plant either orchard or garden with fruite . ” A Booke of the Arte
and maner howe to plant and graffe all fortes of trees , %c . 1574 . 4to .
And when Juflice Shallow invites Falftaff to fee his orchard , where
they are to eat a laff year ’ s pippin of his own graffing , he certainly
ufes the word in its prefent acceptation .
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36 JULIUS CESAR

Give guels how near to day . — Lucius , I fay ! —

I would it were my fault to fleep fo foundly . —

When , Lucius , when ? ’ Awake , I fay : What Lu¬

cius !

Enter Lucius .

Luc . Call ’ d you , my lord ?

Bru . Get me aiaper in my ftudy , Lucius :

When it is lighted , come and call me here .

Luc . 1 will , my lord . [ Exit .

Bru . It muft be by his death : and , for my part ,
1 know no perfonal caufe to fpurn at him ,
But for the general . He would be crown ’ d : —

How that might change his nature , there ' s the

queftion .
It is the bright day , that brings forth the adder ;
And that craves wary walking . Crown him ? —

That ; —

And then , I grant , we put a fting in him ,
That at his will he may do danger with .

The abufe of greatnefs is , when it disjoins
Remorfe from power : ® And , to {peak uuth of

Cefar ,

Leland alfo in his Itinerary diftinguithes them . ¢At Mole in
Derbyfhire ( fays he ) there is as much pleafure of orchards of great
variety of frute , and fair made walks , and gardens , as in any place
of Lancathire . ” HoLT WHITE .

7 When , Lucius , when ? | ] This exclamation , indicating impa «
tience , has already occurred in King Richard 11 :

‘tt When, Harry , when ? " STEEVENS.
See Vol . XII p. x2. n. 2. MALONE.
8 Remorfe from power :] Remorfe , for mercy . WARBURTON .
Remorfe ( lays Mr. Heath ) fignifies the confcious uneafinefs arifing

from a fenfe of having done wrong ; to extinguifh which feeling ,
nothing hath fo great a ieadency as abfolute uncontrouled power .
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I have not known when his affeétions fway ' d
More than his reafon . But ’ tis a common proof, ®
That lowlinefs is young ambition ’ s ladder ,
Whereto the climber - upward turns his face :

But when he once attains the upmoft round ,
He then unto the ladder turns his back ,?
Looks in the clouds , fcorning the bafe degrees ?
By which he did afcend : So Cwmfar may ;
Then , left he may , prevent . And , fince the quarrel
Will bear no colour for the thing he is ,
Fafhion it thus ; thatwhat he is , augmented ,
Would run to thefe , and thefe extremities :
And therefore think him as a ferpent ’ s egg ,
Which , hatch ’ d , would , as his kind, * grow mif =

chievous ;
And kill him in the fhell .

I think Warburton right . JoHNsON .
Remorfe is pity , tendernefs ; and has twice occurred in that fenfe

in Meafure for Meafure . See Vol . VI. p. 62 , n. 6; and p. 186 ,
n. 9. The { ame word occurs in Othello , and feveral other of our
author ' s dramas , with the fame fignification , STEEVENS .

¥ — — common proof , ] Common experiment . JOHNSON .
Common proof means a matter proved by common experience . With

great deference to Johnfon , I cannot think that the word experiment
will bear that meaning , M. MASON.

® But when he once attains the upmoft round ,
He then unto the ladder turns his back , &c . ] So, in Daniel ' s

Civil Wars , 1602 :
¢« The afpirer , once attain ' d unto the top ,
¢¢ Cuts off thole means by which himfelf got up :
¢« And with a harder hand , and firaighter rein ,

¢ Doth curb that loofenefs he did find before ;
t Doubting the occafion like might ferve again ;

*“ His own example makes him fear the more . ”
MALONE,

® — — bafe degrees —] Low fleps . JOHNSON . :
So, in Ben Jonfon ' s Sejonus :

‘¢ Whom when he faw lie {pread on the degrees . ”
. STEEVENS,

& — — gs his kind, ] According to his nature . JOHNSON .
D3



JULITS CESAR ,

Re - enter Lucius .

Luc , The taper burneth in your clofet , fir .

Searching the window for a flint , I found

This paper , thus feal ’ d up ; and , I am fure ,
1t did not lie there , when 1 went to bed .

Bru . Get you to bed again , it is not day .

Is not to - morrow , boy , the ides of March ? ?®

Luc . I know not , fir .

Bru . Look in the calendar , and bring me word . .

Luc . I will , fir . [ Exit .

Bru . The exhalations , whizzing in the air ,

Give fo much light , that I may read by them .

[ Opens the letter , and reads .
Brutus , thou fleep ’ ft ; awake , and fee thyfelf .
Shall Rome Le . Speak , firike , redrefs !
Brutus , thou fleep’fl ; awake , —

So, in Antony and Cleopaira : ¢You muft think this , look you ,
the worm [ i. e. ferpent ] will do his kind . " STEEVENS.

As his kind does not mean , according to his mature , as Johnfon
aflerts , but like the reft of his fpecies . M. MASON.

Perhaps rather , as all thofe of his kind , that is , nature .
MALONE.

5 Is mot to - morrow , boy, the ides of March ?] [ Old copy — the
firft of March . |] We fhould read ides : for we can never fuppofe
the fpcaker to have loft fourteen days in his account , He is here

plainly ruminating on what the foothfayer told Cafar [ Ad 1. fe. ii . ]
in his prefence . [ — Beware the ides of March . ] The boy comes
back and fays , Sir , March is wafled fourteen days. So that the morrow

was the ides of March , as he fuppofed . For March , May , july , and

Od&ober , had fix nones each , fo that the fifteenth of March was
the ides of that month , WARBURTON .

The corre @ion was made by Mr, Theobald . The error muft have
been that of a tranfcriber or printer ; for our author without any
minute calculation might have found the ides , nones , and kalends ,

oppofite the refpedive days of the month , in the Almanacks of

the time . In Hopton ' s Concordancie of yeares , 1616 , now before me,

oppolite to the fifteenik of March is printed Idus , MALONE.
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Such infligations have been often dropp ’ d
Where [ have took them up .
Shall Rome &c . Thus muft T piece it out ;

- Shall Rome ftand under one man ’ s awe ? What !

Rome ?

My anceftors did from the flrects of Rome

The Tarquin drive , when he was : call ’ d a king ,
Speak , firike, redrefs ! — Am I entreated then ®
To fpeak , and ftrike ? O Rome ! I make thee pro¬

mife ,
If the redrefs will follow , thou receiveft

Thy full petition at the hand of Brutus !

Re - enter Lucius .

Luc . Sir , March is wafted fourteen days . ”
[ Knock within ,

Bru . Tis good . Go to the gate ; fomebody
knocks . [ Exit Lucius .

Since Caffius firft did whet me againit Cafar ,
1 have not {lept .
Between the adling ofa dreadful thing
And the firft motion ,® all the interim is

§ — — Am I enireated then —] The adverb tien , which enforces
the queftion , and is neceflary to the metre , was judicioufly fupplied
by Sir Thomas Hanmer . So, in King Richard 111 :

LS wilt thou then
¢¢ Spurn at his edi & ?— " STEEVENS,

7 — — March is wafled fourteen days . ] In former editions ,
Sir , March is wafied fifteen days .

The editors are flightly miflaken : it was wafted but fourteen days :
this was the dawn of the 15th , when the boy makes bis report .

THEOBALD .
¢ Between the aéling of a dreadful ihing 2

And the firfi motion , &c . ] That nice critic , Dionyfius of Hali «

carnaflus , complains , that of all kind of beauties , thofe great ftrokes
which he calls the #Zerrible graces , and which are fo frequent in

Homer , are the rarefi to be fouud in the following writers . Among
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40 JULAUS CESAR ,

Like a phantalma ,
8

or a hideous dream :
The genius , and the mortal inftruments ,

our countrymen , it feems to be as much confined to the Britifh

Homer . This defcription of the condition of confpirators , before

the execution of their defign , has a pomp and terror in it that

perfe @ly aftonifhes . The excellent Mr. Addifon , whole modelly
made him fometimes ‘diffident of his own genius , but whole true /

judgement always led him to the fafeft guides ( as we may fee by
thofe fine ftrokes in his Calo borrowed from the Philippics of

Cicero ) has paraphrafed this fine delcription ; but . we are no longer
to expe thofe terrible graces which animate his original :~~ tt O think , what anxious moments pafs between

¢¢ The birth of plots , and their laft fatal periods .
¢« Oh, ' tis a dreadful interval of time ,
t¢ Fill ' d up with horror all , and big with death . ” Cals

I {hall make two remarks on this fine imitation . The firft is,
that the f {ubje @s of the two conlpiracies being fo very different

( the fortunes of Czfar and the Roman empire being concerucd in
the one ; and that of a few auxiliary troops only in the other )
Mr. Addifon could not , with propriety , bring in that magnificent
circumflance which gives one of the terrible graces of Shakfpeare ’ s
defcription :

¢ The genius and the mortal inftruments
¢¢ Are thea in council ; —me . ! "

For kingdoms , in the Pagan Theology , befides their good , had
their evil genius ' s , likewife ; reprefented here , with the moft da¬
ring ftretch of fancy , as fitting in confultation with the confpirators ,
whom he calls their mortad tmfiruments . But this , as we fay , would
have been too pompous an apparatus to the rape and defertion/of
Syphax and Sempronius . The other thing obfervable is , that Mr.
Addifon was [ 0 firuck and affe @ed with thefe Zerrible graces in his
original , that inflead ofimitating his author ' s fentiments , he hath ,
before he was aware , given us andy the copy of his own impreflions
made by them . For , :

¢ Oh , ' tis a dreadful interval of time ,
tt Fill ' d up with horror all , and big with death . ’

are but the affedtions raifed by fuch forcible images as thefe :
¢ — — All the interim is
¢¢ Like a phantafna , or a hideous drcam .

¢¢ _ _ _ the flate of man ,
*¢ Like to a little kingdom , fuffers then
¢¢ The nature of an infurre &ion . ”

Comparing the troubled mind of a confpirator to a ftate of anar¬
¢hy , is jull and beautiful ; but the inlerim or interval , to an hideous
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Are then in council ; and the flate of man ,

Like to a little kingdom , fuffers then

The nature of an infurre &tion .

vifion , or a frightful dream , holds fomething fo wonderfully of

truth , and lays the foul fo open , that one can hardly thick it pof¬
fible for any man , who had not { ome time or other been engaged
in a coalpiracy , to give fuch force of colouring to nature .

WARBURTON ,

voy of the Greek criticks does not , I think , mean {entiments
car, more than wonder , or any other of the tumultuous

Szivey is that which frikes , which afloniffies with the
: of { ome great fubje &, or of the author ' s abilities .

arburton ’ s pompous criticifm might well have been fhorten¬
The genius is not the genius of a kingdom , ner are the in =

confpirators . Shakfpeare is defcribing what pafles in a

fom , the infurredlion which a conlpirator feels agitating theBC
’

watches for his prote @ion , and the mortal infiruments , the paffions ,
which excite him to a deed of honour and danger , are in council

and debate ; when the defire of a &ion , and the care of fafety ,

keep the mind in continual flu @uation and difturbance . JOHNSON .
The foregoing was perhaps among the earlieft notes written by

Dr . Warburtou on Shakfpeare . Though it was not inferted by
him in Theobald ’ s editions , 1732 and 1740 , ( but was referved for
bis own in 1747 ) yet he bad previoully communicated it , with
little variation , in a letter to Matthew Comncanen in the year 1726 .
See a note on Dr , Akenfide ’ ' s Ode to Mr, Edwards , at the end
of this play . STEFVENS.

There is a paffage in Troilus and Creffida , which bears fome rea
femblance to this :

*¢ — — Imagin ' d worth
¢¢ Holds in his blood fuch fwoln and hot difcourfe ,
¢¢ That , ' twixt his mortal , and his adive parts ,
¢¢ Kingdom ' d Achilles in commotion rages ,
t¢ And batters down himfelf . ”

Johnfon is right in afferting that by the Genius is meant , not
the Genius of a Kingdom , but the power that watches over an
individual for his protedtion .— So in the fame play Troilus fays
to Creflida ,

«« Hark ! you are call ' d. Some fay , the Genius fo
« Cries , Come, to him that inftantly muft die . ”

ohnfon ’ s explanation . of the word inflruments , is alfo confirmed

by the following paflage in Machets , whofe mind was , at the time ,
in the very flate which Brutus is here delcribings

vdom of his own mind ; when the genius , or power that

ST



JULIUS GESAR

Re - enter Lucius .

Luc . Sir , ’ tis your brother Caffius ? at the door ,
Who doth defire to fee you.

¢ — I am fettled , and bend up
¢¢ Each corporal agent to this terrible feat . MM. MASON.

The word genius in our author ' s time , means either ¢a good
augel or a familiar evil fpirit, ” and is fo defined by Bullokar in his
Englifh Expofitor , 1616 . So, in Macbeth :

¢ — — and , under him ,
¢« My genius is rebuk ' d; as, it is faid ,
¢¢« Mark Antony ' s was by Cafar ' s, ”

Again , in Antony and Cleopatra :
¢ Thy demon , that thy fpirit which keeps thee , is, ” &c .

The more ufual fignification now affixed to this word was not
known till feveral years afterwards . I have not found it in
the common modern fenfe in any book earlier than the Diltionary
publithed by Edward Phillips , in 1657 .

Mortal is certainly ufed here , as in many other places , for deadly .
So, in Othello :

‘“ And you , ye morial engines, ” %c.
The mortal infiruments then are , the deadly paffions , or as they

are called in Macbeth , the <mortal thoughts, ” which excite each
t¢ corporal agent ” to the performance of fome arduous deed .

The little kingdom of man is a notion that Shakfpeare feems to
have been fond of. So, K. Richard IL fpeaking of himlelf :

¢¢ And thefe fame thoughts people this little world . "
Again , in King Lear :

¢¢ Strives in Ais little world of man to outfcorn
¢ The to - and - fro couflidting wind and rain . ”

Again , in King ohn :
¢« — in the body of this flefhly land ,
¢ This kingdom , —. "

I have adhered to the old copy , which reads — the ftate of ¢ man .
Shak ( peare is here fpeaking of the individual in whofe mind the
genius and the mortal inftruments hold a council , not of man. or
mankind , in general . The paflage above quoted from King Lear
docs not militate againft the old copy here . There the individual
is marked out by the word 4is, and the little world of man " is thus
circumfcribed , and appropriated to Lear . The editor of the fecond
folio omitted the article , probably from a miftaken notion concern¬
iog the metre ; and all the fubfequent editors have adopted his
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Bru. Is he alone ?

Luc . No , fir , there are more with him .

Bru. Do you know them ?

Luc . No , fir ; their hats are pluck ’ d about their

ears ,

And half their faces buried in their cloaks ,

alteration . Many words of two fyllables are ufed by Shakfpeare
as taking up the time of only one ; as whether , either , brother , lover ,

gentle , fpirit ; &c . and I fuppofe council is fo ufed here .
The reading of the old authentick copy , to which 1 have ad¬

hered , is fupported by a paflage is Hamlet : ¢ * — What a piece
of work is 2 man . ” :

As council is here ufed as a monofyllable , fo is noble in Titus
Andronicus :

«¢ Lofe not fo noble a friend on vain fuppofe .
” MALONE.

Influenced by the condu & of our great predeceflors , Rowe , Pope ,
Warburton and Johnfon ; and for reafons fimilar te thofe advauced
in the next note , I perfift in following the fecond folio , as our au =

thor , on this occafion , meant to write verfe inflead of profe .—
The inftance ; from Hamlet can have little weight ; the article — a,
which is injurious to the metre in queftion , being quite innocent in

a fpeech decidedly profaick : and as for the line adduced from Titus

Andronicus , the fecond [ yllable of the word —noble , may be melted
down into the fucceeding vowel , an advantage which cannot be ob =
tained in favour of the prefent reftoration offered from the tirfl folio .

STEEVENS.

Neither our author , nor any other author in the world , ever unfed
fuch words as either , brother , lover , gentle , ¥c . as monofvllables ;
and though whether is fometimes fo contra @ed , the old copies on
that occafion ufually print — where . Itis , in thort , morally impof .
{ible that two fyllables fhould be no more than one. RITSON .

¢ Like a phantafma , ] *¢ Suidas maketh a difference between phan¬
iafma and phontafia , faying that pientafma is an imagination , or

appearance , or fight of a thing which is not ; as are thofe fightes
whiche men in their fleepe do thinke they fee : but that phantafia is
the feeing of that only which is in’ very deeds . Lavaterus , 1572 .

HENDERSON,

« A phantafme , fays Bullokar , in his Engli/h Expofitor , 1616 , is
a vifion , or imagined appearance . ’ ’ MALONE,

9 — — your brother Caffius — — | Caffius married Funig , Brutus ’

{ifler . STEEVENS.
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That by no means I may difcover them

By any mark of favour . ? *

Bru . Let them enter . [ Exit Lucius .

They are the faction . O confpiracy !
Sham ’ ft thou to thow thy dangerous brow by night ,
When evils are moft free ? O, then , by day ,
Where wilt thou find a cavern dark enough
To mafk thy monfirous vifage ? Seek none , con¬

{piracy ;
Hide it in {miles , and affability ;
For if thou path , thy native femblance on, ®
Not Erebus itfelf were dim enough
To hide thee from prevention .

Enter Cassius , Casca , Decius , CinNA , METELLUS

CIMBER , and TREBONIUS .

Cas . I think , we are too bold upon your reft :
Good morrow , Brutus ; Do we trouble you ?

Bru . Ihave been up this hour ; awake , all night .
Know I thefe men , that come along with you ?

Cas . Yes , every man of them ; and no man here ,
But honours you : and every one doth wifh ,
You had buat that opinion of yourfelf ,
Which every noble Roman bears of you .
This is Trebonids .

? — — any mark of favour . ] Any diftindion of countenance .
JOHNSON .

See Vol . VIL. p. 149 , n. 3. STEEVENS.
* For if thou path , thy native femblance on, ] If thou walk in thy

true form . JoHNsON .
The fame verb is ufed by Drayton in his Polyolbion , Song II :

¢ Where , from the neighbouring hills , her paflage Wey
doth path .

Again , in his Epiftle from Duke Humphrey to Elinor Cobham +
¢ Pathing young Henry ' s unadviled ways . " STEEVENS.
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Bru . He is welcome hither .

Cas . This Decius Brutus .

Bru . He is welcome too .

Cas . This , Cafca ; this , Cinna ;
And this , Metellus Cimber .

Bru . : They are all welcome .

What watchful cares do interpofe themfelves 4

Betwixt your eyes and night ?
Cas , Shall I entreat a word ?

°
[ They whifper .

Dec . Here lies the eaft : Doth not the day break

here ?

CascA . No . =

Cin . O, pardon , fir , it doth ; and yon grey lines ,
That fret the clouds , are meflengers of day .

Casca . You fhall confefs , that you are both de¬

ceiv ' d ,

Here , as I point my { fword , the fan arifes ;
Which is a great way growing on the fouth ,
Weighing ’ the youthful feafon of the year .
Some two months hence , up higher toward the

north

He firft prelents his fire ; and the high eaft

Stands , as the Capitol , direltly here .

Bru . Give me your hands all over , one by one .
Cas . And let us fwear our refolution .
Bru . No , not an oath : If not the face of men, *

4 — — do interpofe themfelves Uc. ] For the fake of meafure Tam
willing to think our author wrote as follows , and that the word
themfelves , is an interpolation :

What watchful cares do interpofe betwixt
Your eyes and night ?

Caf. Shall I entreat a word ? STEEVENS,
® No , not an oath : If not the face of men, &c . ] Dr . Warburton

would read fate of men ; but his elaborate emendation is , I think ,
erroneouss The face of men is the countenance , the regard , the
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The fufferance of our fouls , the time ' s abufe, —

If thefe be motives weak , break off betimes ,

flee of the publick ; in other terms , honour and reputation ; or the
ace of men may mean the dejeded look of the people . JoHNsON ,

So , Tully in Catilinam —Nihil horum ore vully moverunt 2
Shak ( peare formed this {peech on the following paffage in Sir

T. North ' s tranflation of Plutarch :—+¢ The confpirators having
never taken oaths together , nor taken or given any caution or aflu¬

| vance , nor binding themlelves one to another by any religious oaths ,
they kept the matter fo fecret to themfelves, ” &c . STEEVENS.

I cannot reconcile myfelf to Johnfon ' s explanation of this paflage ,
but believe we thould read —

— — If not the faith of men , kc .
which is fupported by the following paflages in this very fpeech : —

— — What other bond
Than fecret Romans , that kave [ poke the word ,
And will not palter . —

— — when every drop of blood
That every Roman bears , and nobly bears ,
Is guilty of a feveral baftardy ,
If he do break the fmalleft particle
Of any promife that hath pafs ' d from him.

Both of which prove , that Brutus confidered the faith of men as
| their firmeft fecurity in each other . M. Mason .: In this fentence , [ i . e. the two firlt lines of the fpeech ] as in

feveral others , Shakfpeare , with a view perhaps to imitate the abe
i : ruptnels and inaccuracy of difcourfe , has conftruded the latter part
| without any regard to the beginning . ¢¢ If the face of men , the
I fufferavce of our fouls , &ec. if thefe 6 not fufficient ; if thefe be
il motives weak, ” kc . So, in The Tempeft :

t« I bave with fuch provifion in mine art ,
t¢ So fafely order ’ d, that there is no foul —
¢« No, not fo much pergition,” &e.

Mr. M. Mafon would read —if not thefaith of men —. If the text
i be corrupt , faiths is more likely to have been the poet ' s word ;

which might bave been eafily confounded by the ear with face ,
the word exhibited in the old copy . So, in Antony and Cleopatra :

i ¢¢ — the manver of their deaths ?
¢« IT do not fee them bleed . ”

i Again , in King Henry VI. P. Ill .

a
¢ And with their kelps only defend ourfelves . "”|

Again , more appofitely , in The Rape of Lucrece :
*¢ — You , fair lords , quoth fhe, ———
¢¢ Shall plight your honourable faiths to me . ” MALONE.
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And every man hence to his idle bed ;
So let high - fighted tyranny range on ,
Till each man drop by lottery . ’ But if thefe ,
As 1 am { ure they do , bear fire enough
To kindle cowards , and to fleel with valour !

The melting {pirits of women ; ‘ then , countrymen ,
What need we any fpur , but our own caufe ,
To prick us to redrefs ? what other bond ,
Than fecret Romans , that have {poke the word ,
And will not palter ? ” and what other oath ,
Than honefly to honefly engag ’ d,
That this thall be , or we will fail for it ?

Swear priefls, ® and cowards , and men cautelous, ?

S Till cack man drop by lottery ] Perhaps the poet alluded to the
cuftom of decimation , i. e. the fele @ion by lot of every tenth foldier ,
in 2 general mutiny , for punifhment .

He fpcoks of thisin Coriolanus :
¢ By decimation , and a tithed death .
¢« Take thou thy fate . ” STEEVENS.

7 dnd will not palter ?] And will not fly from his engagements ,Cole in his Difionary , 1697 , renders to paler , by tergiver for .In Macbeth it fignifies , as Dr. Johnfon has obferved , to fhuffle with
ambiguous expreffions : and , indeed , here alfo it may mean to

Shuffle ; for he whofe a &ions do not correfpond with his promifesis properly called a fhuffler . MALONE. /
8 Swear priefls , &e . ] This is imitated by Otway : :¢« When you would bind me, is there need of oaths ? ” ec ,

Venice Preferved . JomNsoN .® — — cautelous, ] Is here cautious , fometimes infidious.
So, in Woman is ' a Weathercock , 1612 : ¢ Yet warn you , be as

cauiclous not to wound my integrity . ”
Again , in Drayton ' s Miferies of Queen Margaret :t« Witty , well - fpoken , cautclous , though young . ”
Again , in the fecond of thefe two fenfes in the romance of Kynge

Appolyn of Thyre , 1650 : * * —a fallacious policy and cautelous wyle, ”
Again , in Holinfhed , p. 945 : +¢ —_ the emperor ' s councell

thought by a cautell to have brought the king in mind to {ue for a
licence from the pope . ” STrEvVENS.

Bullokar in his Englifh Espofitor , 1616 , explains caulelous thus :
* Warie , circumf {pe &; ” in which fenfe it is certainly ufed here .

MALONE,
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Old feeble carrions , and { uch fuffering fouls

That welcome wrongs ; unto bad caufes { wear

Such creatures as men doubt : but do not flain

The even virtue of our enterprize, ’
Nor the infuppreflive mettle of our {pirits ,
‘ To think , that , or our caufe , or our performance ,
Did need an oath ; when every drop of blood ,

That every Roman bears , and nobly bears ,

Is guilty of a feverai baftardy ,
If he do break the { malleft particle
Of any promife that bath pafs ’ d from him .

Cas . But what of Cicero ? Shall we found him ?

I think , he will fland very ftrong with us .

Casca . Let us not leave him out .

CIN . No , by no means .

Met . O, letus have him ; for his filver hairs

Will purchafe us a good opinien, ”
And buy men ’ s voices to commend our deeds §

It thall be faid , his judgement rul ’ ' d our hands ;

Our youths , and wildnefs , fhall no whit appear ,

But all be buried in his gravity .
Bru . O , nawe him not ; let us not break with

him ;

For he will never follow any thing
That other men begin ,

Cas . Then léave him out .

Casca . Indeed , he is not fit .

9 The even virtue of our enterprize , ] The calm , equable , tem

perate fpirit that auates us. MALONE,
Thus in Mr. Pope ' s Eloifa to Abelard :

« Defires compos ' d , affedions ever ¢ven, —. ' " STEEVENS.
® — _ opinion , | i . e . charader . So, in King Henry IV. P. 1:

¢ Thou haft redeem ’ d thy loft opinion . ”
The quotation is Mr. Reed ' s . See Vol . XlL p. 399 , n. 7.

STEEVENS.
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Dec . Shall no man elfe be touch ’ d , but only
Cxfar ?

Cas . Decius , well urg ' d: —1I think , it is not

meet ,

Mark Antony , fo well belov ’ d of Cefar ,

Should outlive Czfar : We fhall find of him

A fhrewd contriver ; and , you know , his means ,

If he improve them , may well ftretch fo far ,

As to annoy us all : which to prevent ,

Let Antony , and Czfar , fall together .
Bru . Our courfe will feem too bloody , Caius

Caflius ,

To cut the head off , and then hack the limbs ;

Like wrath in death , and envy afterwards : ®

For Antony is but a limb of Cafar .

Let us be facrificers , but not butchers , Caius .

We all fland up againft the {pirit of Ceefar ;

And in the {pirit of men there is no blood :

O, that we then could come by Cefar ’ s {pirit, *
And not difmember Cafar ! But , alas ,

Cezfar muft bleed for it ! And , gentle friends ,

Lets kill him boldly , but not wrathfully ;
Les carve him as a difh fit for the gods ,

° "

3 _ _ and envy afterwards : ] Envy is here , as almoft always
in Shakfpeare ’ s plays , malice . See Vol . XVI . p. 61, n. 9; and p.

101 , n. 9g. MALONE,
40 , that we then could come by Cefar ’ s [ pirit , &c . ] Lord Ster¬

line has the fame thought : Brutus remonftrating againft the taking
off Antony , fays :

¢«« Ah ! ah ! we muft but too much murder fee ,
¢ That without doing evil canuot do good ;

¢ And would the gods that Rome could be made free ,
« Without the effufion of one drop of blood ! "

MALONE.
5 — — as a difh fit for the gods , &c . ]

«« — . Gradive , dedifti ,
¢t Ne qua manus vatem , ne quid mortalia bello

Vor . XVIII E
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Not hew him as a carcafe fit for hounds :©
And let our hearts , as { ubtle mafters do ,
Stir up their fervants to an a & of rage ,
And after { eem to chide them . This fhall make

Our purpofe neceflary , and not envious :

Which fo appearing to the common eyes ,
We fhall be call ' d purgers , not murderers .

And for Mark Antony , think not of him ;
For he can do no more than Cafar ’ s arm ,
When Cefar ’ s head is off .

Cas . Yet I do fear him : ” ?

For in the ingrafted love he bears to Cefar , —

Bru . Alas , good Caflius , do not think of him ;
If he love Czfar , ali that he can do

Is to himfelf ; take thought , and die for Cafar :

¢ Lzdere tela queant , fan @um & venerabile Dit
¢¢ Funus erat . Stat . Theh. VII . I. 696 . STEERVENS.

© Not hew him as a carcafs fit for hounds : ] Our author bad pra¬
bably the following paffage in the old traunflation of Plutarch in lis
thoughts : ¢ —_Cewfar turned himfelfe no where but he was ftricken
at by fome , and fill had nacked fwords in his face , and was hacked
and mangled among them as a wild beafl taken of hunters . ”

MALONE,
7 Yet 1 do fear him: ] For the fake of metre I have fuppljed the

auxiliary verb . So, in Macbeth :
*¢ — — there is none but him
‘“ Whofe being I do fear, " STEEVENS.

— — take thought, ] That is , turn melancholy , Jounsox .
« So, in duifony and Cleopatra :

¢ What fhall we do , Znobarbus ?
ce Think and dic . ”

Again , in Holinfhed , p. 833 : « now they were without
{ervice , which caufed them 10 fake thought , infomuch that fome
died by the way, " &c . STEEVENS.

8

The precife meaning of fake thought may be learned from the
following paflage in St. Matthew , where the verb peepee , which
fignifies to anticipate , or forebade evil , is fo rendered : « Take no
2hought for the morrow : for the morrow (hall take thought for the
things of itfelf ; fullicicnt unto the day is the evil thercof, " —
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And that were much he fhould ; for he is given
To fports , to wildnefs , and much company . ®

Tres . There is no fearin him ; let him not die ;
For he will live , and laugh at this hereafter .

[ Clock flrikes .
Bru . Peace , count the clock .

CAs. The clock hath firicken three ,

Tres . " Tis time to part .

Cas . But it is doubtful yet ,
Whe ' r Cefar will come forth to - day , or no :

For he is {uperflitious grown of late ;

Qnite from the main opinion held once
Of fantaly , of dreams , and ceremonies : ”?

€affius not only refers to , but thus explains , the phrafein queflibn ,
when , in anlwer to the affertion of Brutus concerning Antony ;
Ad III :

« I know that we fhall have him well to friend . ”
he replies :

¢¢ T with we may : but yet I have a mind
¢ That fears him much ; and

my mifgiving [lili
+¢ Falls fhrewdly to the purpofe . ”

To take thought theo, in this inflance , is not to turn melancholy,
whatever think may be in Antony and Cleopatra . HENLEY.

See Vol . V. p. 291 , n. 6. MALONE.
$ . —— company . Company is here ufed in a difreputableé fenfe ,

See a note on the word companion , A & IV. HENLEY.
9 Quite from the main opinion he held once

Of fantafy , of dreams , and ceremonies : 3 Main opinion , is nothidg
more than leading , fixed , predominant opinion . JOHNSON.

Main opinion, according to Johnfon ' s explanation , is Jenfes but
mean opinion would bea more natural expreflion , and is , I believe ,
what Shakfpeare wrote . M. Mason .

The words main opinion occur again in Troilus and Creffida , whare
{as here ) they fignify general effimation :

* Why then we fhould our main opinion crufh
¢ Jo taint of our beft man . ”

There is no ground therefore for {ufpe @ing any corruption in the
text . ;

E 2
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It may be , thefe apparent prodigies ,
The unaccuftom ’ d terror of this night ,
And the perfuafion of his augurers ,

May hold him from the Capitol to - day .
Dec . Never fear that : 1f he be fo refolv ’ d ,

1 can o’ erfway him : for he loves to hear ,

That unicorns may be betray ’ d with trees ,

And bears with glaffes , elephants with holes ,
2

Fantafy was in our author ' s time commonly ufed for imagination ,
and is fo explained in Cawdry ' s Alphabetical Table of hard words ,
8vo . 1604 . It fignified both the imaginative power , and the thing

imagined . It is ufed in the former fenfe by Shakfpeare in The

Merry Wives of Windfor :
«¢ Raife up the organs of her fantafy . ”

In the latter , in the prefent play :
¢« Thou haft no figures , nor no fantafies . ”

Ceremonies means omens or figns deduced from facrifices , or other
&eremonial rites . So, afterwards :

« Czfar , I never flood on ceremonies ,
« Yet now they fright me . ” MALONE.

2 That unicorns may be beiray ' d with trees ,
And bears with glaffes , elephants with holes . ] Unicorns are

{aid to have been taken by one who , running behind a tree , eluded
the violent pufh the animal was making at him , fo that his hon

{pent its force ‘ on the trunk , and ftuck faft , detaining the beaft ull
he was delpatched by the hunter .

So, in Spenfer ' s Faery Queen , B. IIL. ch . v:
« Like as a lyon whofe imperiall powre
¢ A prowd rebellious unicorne defies ;
¢ T' avoid the rafb aflault and wrathfull flowre
¢ Of his fiers foe , him to a #ree applies :
¢¢ And when him running in full courfe he fpies ,
«t He {lips afide ; the whiles the furious beaft
«« His precious horne , fought of his enemies ,
« Strikes in the flocke , me thence can be releaft ,

¢¢ But to the mighty vidor yields a bounteous feaft . '

Again , in Buffy d' Ambois , 1607 :
¢¢ Aun angry unicorne in his full career
«¢ Charge with too f{wift a foot a jeweller
« That watch ' d him for the treafure of his brow ,
tt And e' er he could get fhelter of a tree ,

Nail him with his rich antler to the earth . ”
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Lions with toils , and men with flatterers :

But , when | tell him he hates flatterers ,

He lays , he does ; being then moft flattered .

Let me work : ®

For I can give his humour the true bent ;
And I will bring him to the Capitol .

Cas . Nay , we willall of us bethere to fetch him .

Bru . By the eighth hour : lsthat the uttermoft ?

Cin . Be that the uttermoft , and fail not then .

Met . Caius Ligarius doth bear Cafar hard, *

Who rated him for {peaking well of Pompey ;
1 wonder , none of you have thought of him .

Bru . Now , good Metellus , go along by him :
¥

He loves me well , and 1 have given him reafons ;

Send him but hither , and I ' ll fathion him .

Bears are reported to have been furpriled by means of a mirror ,

which they would gaze on , affording their purfuers an opportunity
of taking the furer aim . This circumftance , I think , is mentioned

by Claudian . Elephants were feduced into pitfalls , lightly covered

with hurdles and turf , on which a proper bait to tempt them , was

expofed . See Pliny ' s Nat . ‘Hiff . B. VIII . STEEVENS.

3 Let me work : ] Thefe words , as they fland , being quite une

metrical , 1 fuppofe our author to have originally written :
Let me to work.

i. e. go to work . STEEVENS.
4 ___ bear Cazfar hard, ] Thus the old copy , but Meflieurs

Rowe , Pope , and Sir Thomas Hanmer , on the authority of the

fecond and latter folios , read —# atred , though the fame expreflion

appears again in the firft fcene of the following ad : « — — 1 do

befeech you , if you bear me hard ; " and has already occurred in

a former one :
«« Czlar doth bear me hard , but he loves Brutus . ”

:
: STEEVENS.

Hatred was fubflituted for karéd by the ignorant editor of the

fecond folio , the great corrupter of Shakfpeare ’ s text . MALONE.
5 — — by fim: ] Thatis , by his houfe . Make that your way

home . Mr. Pope fubfiituted fo for by, and all the fubfequent cdis

tors have adopted this unneceflary change . MALONE .

E3
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Cas . The morning comes upon us : We ' ll leave

you , Brutus :—
And , friends , dilperfe yourfelves : butall remember

What you have faid , and { how yourfelves true Ro¬

mans .

Bru . Good gentlemen , look frefh and merrily ;
Let not our looks ® put on our purpofes ;
But bear it as our Roman a &ors do ,
‘ With untir ' d fpirits , and formal conflancy :
And fo , good - morrow to you every one .

[ Exeunt all but Brutus .

Boy ! Lucius ! —Faft afleep ? It is no matter ;

Enjoy the honey - heavy dew of flumber :

Thou haft no figures, ’ nor no fantafies ,
‘ Which bufy care diawsi in the brains of men

Therefore thou fleep ’ ft fo found .

Enter PORTIA .

Por . Brutus , my lord !

Bru . Portia , what mean you ? Wherefore rife

you now ?

tis not for your health , thusto commit

Your weak condition to the raw - cold morning .
Por . Nor for yoursneither . You have ungently,

Brutus ,
Stole from my bed : And yefternight , at {upper ,
You { uddenly arofe , and walk ’ d about ,

Mufing , and fighing , with your arms acrofs :

And when I afk ’d you what the matter was ,

8 Let not our looks —- —] Let notour faces puf on, thatis , wear
or fhow our defigns . Jounxson,° Thou kaft no figures , &e |] Figures occurs in the fame fenle in
the Firft Part of Henry IV. A&I . fc. iii

*¢ He apprchends a world SF Routes. ' ~ HENLEY,
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You ftar ' d upon me withungentle looks :

Turg ' d you further ; then you fcratch ' d your head ,
And too impatiently flamp ’ d with your foot :

Yet I infifted , yet you anfwer ' d not ;

But , with an angry wafture of your hand ,
Gave fign for me to leave you : So I did ;

Fearing to flrengthen that impatience ,
Which feem ’ d too much enkindled ; and , withal ,
Hoping it was but an effet of humour ,
Which fometime hath his hour with every man ,

Jt will notlet you eat , nor talk , nor {leep ;
And could it work fo much upon your fhape ,
As it hath much prevail ’ d on your condition, ’
1 thould not know you , Brutus . Dear my loxd ,
Make me acquainted with your caufe of grief .

Bru . I am notwell in health , and that is all .

Por . Brutusiswife , and , were he not in health ,
¥e would embrace the means to come by it .

Bru . Why , fo I do : —Good Portia , go to bed .

Por . Is Brutus fick ? and is itphyfical
To walk unbraced , and fuck up the humours

Of the dank morning ? What , is Brutus fick ;
Aud will he fteal out of his wholefome bed ,
To dare the vile contagion of the night ?
And tempt the rheumy and unpurged air

To add unto his ficknels ? No , my Brutus ;

You have { ome fick offence within your mind ,

Which , by the right and virtue of my place ,
1 ought to know of : And , upon my knees ,
I charm you, ’ by my once commended beauty ,

7 —~ — on your condition , ] On your temper ; the difpofition of

your mind . See Vol . XIII . p. 494 , 5. MALONE.
® 1 charm you, ] Thus the old copy . Mr. Pope and Sir Thomas

Hanmer read —charge , but unnecéffarily . So, in Gympelins :

E 4
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By all your vows of love , and that great vow

Which did incorporate and make us one ,

That you unfold to me , yourfelf , your half ,

Why you are heavy ; and what men to - night
Have had refort to you : for here have been

Some fix or feven , who did hide their faces

Even from darknefs .

Bru . Kneel not , gentle Portia .

Por . I fhould not need , if you were gentle
Brutus .

Within the bond of marriage , tell me , Brutus ,
Is it excepted , I fhould know no fecrets

That appertain to you ? Am I yourfelf ,
But , as it were , in fort , or limitation ;
To keep with you at meals, ” comfort your bed, *

¢¢ —. _ _ "tis your graces
¢¢ That from my muteft confcience to my tongue
tt Charms this report out . ” STEEVENS.

i

9 To keep with you at meals , &e . ] ¢ I being , O Brutus , ( fayed
fhe ) the daughter of Cato , was married vnto thee , not to be thy
beddefellowe and companion in bedde and at borde onelie , like a
harlot ; but to be partaker alfo with thee , of thy good and euill
fortune . Now for thyfelfe , I can finde no caufe of faulte in thee
touchinge our matche : but for my parte , how may I { howe my
duetie towards thee , and how muche I woulde doe for thy fake , if
I can not conftantlie beare a [ ecrete mifchaunce or griefe with thee ,
which requireth fecrécy and fidelitie ? I confefle , that a woman ' s
wit commonly is too weake to keep a fecretlafely : but yet , Brutus ,
good education , and the companie of vertuous men , baue { ome
power to reforme the defe & of nature . And for my felfe , I haue
this benefit moreouer : that I am the daughter of Cato , and wife
of Brutus . This notwithftanding , I did not truft to any of thefe
things before : vntil that now I have found by experience , that no
paine nor grife what { oeuer can ouercome me. With thofe wordes
the fhowed him her wounde on her thigh , and tolde him what fhe
had done to proue ber felfe . ”” Sir Thomas North ' s Tranflation of
Plutarch . STEEVENS.

Here alfo we find our author and lord Sterline walking over the
fame ground :

4
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And talk to you fometimes ? Dwell Ibut in the

{ fuburbs ?

Of your good pleafure ? If it be no more ,

Portia is Brutus ’ harlot , not his wife .

Bru . You are my trueand honourable wife ;

As dear to me , as are the ruddy drops
That vifit my fad heart . *

Por . If this were true , then fhould I know this

{fecret .

«¢ T was not , Brutus , match ' d with thee , to be
« A partner only of thy board and bed ;

+¢ Each fervile whore in thofe might equal me,
« That did herfelf to nought but pleafure wed .

«« No ; —Portia fpous ’ d thee with a mind t’ abide
«« Thy fellow in all fortunes , good or ill ;

«« With chains of mutual love together ty ' d,
« As thofe that have two breafts , one heart , two fouls ,

one will . ” Fulins Cefar , 1607 . MALONE,
= _ — comfort your bed, ] < is but an odd phrafe , and gives

as odd an idea, ” fays ' Mr. Theobald . He therefore fubflitutes ,

confort . But this good old word , however difufed through modern

refinement , was not fo difcarded by Shakfpeare . Henry VIIL as

we read in Cavendifh ' s Life of Wolfty , in commendation of queen

Katharine , in publick faid , ¢¢ She hathe beene to me a true obedi¬

ent wife , and as comfortable as I could with . " UpTON.

In the book of entries at Stationers ’ Hall , I meet with the

following : 1598 . ¢ 4 Converfation between a careful Wyfe and

ker comfortable Hufland . ” STEEVENS.

In our marriage ceremony , the hufband promiles to comfort his

wife ; and Barett ' s Alvearie , or Quadruple Dictionary , 1580 , fays ,

that to comfort is , ** to recreate , to folace , to make paftime . ”
COLLINS ,

3 _ _ _ _ in the fuburbs — ] Perhaps hereis an allufion to the place
sn which the harlots of Shakfpeare ’ s age refided . So, inDBeaumont

and Fletcher ' s Monfieur Thomas :
«« Get a new miftrefs ,
« Some fuburb faint , that fixpence , and fome oaths ,
« Will draw to parley . ” STEEVENS.

3 As dear to me, %c . ] Thefe glowing words have been adopted

by Mr. Gray in his celebrated Ode :
ss Dear as the ruddy drops that warm my heart —. "

: STEEVENS .
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1 grant , Tam a woman ; but , withal ,
A woman that lord Brutus took to wife :

I grant , 1 ama woman ; but , withal ,
A woman well - reputed ; Cato ’ s daughter . ®

Think you , 1 am no fironger than my fex ,
Being fo father ’ d, and fo hufbanded ?

Tell me your counfels , 1 will not difclofe them :

T have made firong proof of my conflancy ,
Giving myf{elfa voluntary wound

Here , in the thigh : Can I bear that with patience ,
And not my hufband ’ s fecrets ?

Bru .
:

O ye gods ,
Render me worthy of this noble wife !

[ Knocking within .

Hark , hark ! one knocks : Portia , go in a while ;
And by and by thy bofom fhall partake
The fecrets of my heart .

All my engagements I will confirue to thee ,
All the chara &ery

® of my fad brows : —

Leave me with hafle . [ Exit PORTIA .

4 I grant , I am a woman ; %c. ] So, Lord Sterline :
¢« And though our {ex too talkative be deem’ ' d,

¢¢ As thofe whofe tongues import our greateft pow' rs ,
For fecrets {lill bad treafurers efteem ’ d,
‘ Of others ’ greedy , prodigal of ours ;
Good education may reform defeds ,
¢t And I this vantage have to a vertuous life ,
Which others ’ minds do want and mine refpeds ,
** I ' m Cato’ s daughter , and I ' m Brutus ’ wife . ”

MALONE,
8 4 woman well - repuied ; Calo ' s daughter . ] By the expreflion

well - reputed , fhe refers to the eflimation in which fhe was held , as
being the wife of Brutus ; whillt the addition of Cafe ' s daughter ,
implies that fhe might be expelled to inkerit the patriotic virtues of her
father . Tt is with propriety therefore , that fhe immediately afks ,

¢¢ Think you I am no flronger than my fex ,
¢¢ Being fo father ' d, and fo hufbanded ? HenvLey .

€ All the charalery — — ] i. e. all that is charadler ' d on , %e.
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Enter Lucius and L1G ARIUS.

Lucius , who ' s that , knocks ? ’

Luc . Here is a fick man , that would {peak with

you .

Bru . Caius Ligarius , that Metellus {pake of . —

Boy , fland afide . —Caius Ligarius ! how ?

Lic . Vouchfafe good morrow froma feeble tongue .
Bru . O, whata time have you chofe out , brave

Caius ,
To wear a kerchief ? ® " Would you were not fick !

The word has already occurred in The Merry Wives of Windfos .
STEEVENS.

See Vol . VI. p. 184 , n. 3. MALONE.

7 — — who' s that , knocks ? ] i. e. who is that , who knocks ?
Our poet always prefers the familiar language of converfation to

grammatical nicety . Four of his editors , however , have eundea =
voured to deftroy this pecularity , by reading — who ' s there that
knocks ? and a fifth has , who' s that , fhat knocks ? MALONE.

2 0, what a time have you chofe out, brave Gaius ,
To wear a herchief ?] So, in Plutarch ’ s Life of Brutus , tran

flated by North : ¢¢ — Brutus went to fee him being ficke in his

bedde , and fayed unto him , O Ligarius , in what a time art thou
ficke ? Ligarius rifing up in his bedde , and taking him by the right
hande , fayed unto him , Brutus , ( layed he, ) if thou hall any great
enterprife in bande worthie of thy felfe , 1 am whole . ” Lord
Sterline alfo has introduced this paffage into his Fulius CefarsX s+ By ficknefs being imprifon ’ d in his bed

«« Whilft I Ligarius {pied , whom pains did prick ,
¢ When ! had faid with words that anguifh bred ,

« vIn what a time Ligarius art thou fick !
¢t He anfwer ' d ftraight , as I had phyflick brought ,

¢¢ Or that he had imagin ' d my defign ,
se If worthy of thyfelf thou would ff do aught ,

ve Then Brutus I am whole , end wholly thine . ”
4 MALONE.
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Lic . I am not fick , if Brutus have in hand

Any exploit worthy the name of honour .

Bru . Such an exploit have 1 in hand , Ligarius ,
Had you a healthful ear to hear of it .

Lic . By all the gods that Romans bow before ,
I here difcard my ficknefs . Soul of Rome !

Brave fon , deriv ’ d from honourable loins !

Thou , like an exorcift , haft conjur ’ d up

My mortified fpirit . ” Now bid me run ,
And I will firive with things impoflible ;
Yea , get the better of them . What ' s to do ?

Bru . A picce of work , that will make fick men

whole .

Lic . But are not fome whole , that we muft make

fick ?

Bru . That muft we alfo . What it is , my Caius ,
I fhall unfold to thee , as we are going

:

To whom it muft be done .

lic . Set on your foot ;
And , with aheart new - fir ' d , I follow you ,
To do I know not what : but it {ufficeth ,
‘ That Brutus leads me on .

Bru . Follow me then . [ Excunt .

8 Thou , like an exorcift , afi conjur ' d up
My mortified fpirit . ] Here , and in all other places where the

word occurs in Shakfpeare , to ecxorcife means to raife {pirits , not to
lay them ; and I believe he is fingular in his acceptation of it .

M. Mason .

See Vol . IX. p. 193 , n. 3. MALONE.
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SCENE IIL

The fame . A Room in Cmlar ’ s Palace .

Thunder and lightning . Enter CASAR , in his Night
gown .

C4 £ s . Nor heaven , nor earth , have been at peace

to - night : :
Thrice hath Calphurnia in her {fleep cried out ,

Help , ho ! They murder Cefar . Who ' s within ?

Enter a Servant .

Serv . My lord ?

Cas . Go bid the priefts do prefent facrifice ,

And bring me their opinions of { uccefs .

Serv . I will , my lord . [ Exit ,

Enter CALPHURNIA . ,

CAL . What mean you , Czfar ? Think you to

walk forth ?

You { hall not flir out of your houfe to - day .
Cas . Cezfar fhall forth : The things , that threat . ¬

en ’ d me , I

Neer look ’ d but on my back ; when they fhall fee

The face of Czfar , they are vanifhed .

Car . Cefar , I never flood on ceremonies, ?

* Cefar , I never flood on ceremonies ,] i . e. I never paid a ce¬
remonious or {uperflitious regard to prodigies or omens .

The adje @ive is ufed in the fame fenfe in The Devil ' s Charter ,
3607 :
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Yet now they fright me . There is one within ,

Befides the things that we have heard and feen ,

Recotints molt horrid fights { cen by the watch .

A lionefs hath whelped in the ftreets ;
And graves have yawn ' d , and yielded up their

dead : ®

Fierce fiery warriors fight upon the clouds ,

In ranks , and {quadrons , and right form of war ?
‘ Which drizzled bleod upon the Capitol :
The noife of battle hurtled in thé air, ’

¢ The devil hath provided in his covenant, ”
¢t I fhould not crofs myfelf at any time :
t¢ T never was fo ceremonious . ”

The original thought is in the old tranilation of Plutarch :
¢¢ Calphurnia , until that time , was never given to any fedr or
fuperftition . ” STEEVENS.

3 And graves have yawn ' d, and yielded up their dead : %¢ . ] So,
in a funeral fong in Much ado aboul nothing ;

tt Graves yawn , and yield your dead . ”

Again , in Hamlet :
t« A lide ere the mighticft Julius fell ,
« The graves flood tenantlefs , and the [ heeted dead
¢« Did fqueak and gibberiu the Roman ftreets . ”

MALONE,
A Fierce fiery warriors fight upon the clouds ,

In rinks , and [ quadrons , and right forms of war , ] So, in Taci¬
tus Hift . B. Vv. « Vife per ccelum concuriere acies , rutilantia ar¬
ma, & fubito nubium igne collucere ” &c . SrEEVENS .

Again , in Marlowe ' s Tamburlaine , 1590 :
¢« T will perfit a terror to the world ;
t¢ Making the meteors that like armed men
¢ Are feen to march upou the towers of heaven ,
¢¢ Run tilting round about the firmament ,
¢ Aud break their burning launces in the ayre ,
¢¢ For honour of my wondrous viflories . " MaLonE .

5 The noife of battle hurtled in the air, ] To hurile is , I fuppofe ,
to clath , or move with violence and noife . So, in Selimus Emperor
of the Turks , 1594 :

st Here the Polonian he comes hurtling
¢¢ Under the condu & of fome foreigu p
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Horfes did neigh, ’ and dying men did groan ;
Aud ghofts did thriek , and {queal about the fireets .

O Cafar ? thefe things are beyond all ufe ,
And 1 do fear them .

‘ CAs , What can be avoided ,
Whole end is purpos ’ d by the mighty gods ?
Yet Cafar fhall go forth : for thefe predi @ions
Are to the world in general , as to Cafar .

Car . When beggarsdie , there are nc comets feen ;
The heavens themfelves blaze forth the death of

princes . ’
:

Again , ibid :
¢« To tofs the fpear , and in a warlike gyre*¢ To hurtle my {harp [ word abaut my head, ”

‘ Shakfpeare ufes the word again in ds You Like it :
$¢ ——in which hurtling ,
‘ From miferable { lumber I awak ' d. ” Stegvens .

Again , in The Hiffory of Arthur , P. 1, c. xiv : They made
both the Northumberland battailes . to Aurtle together . ” BowLk .

To hurtle originally ( ignified to pufh violently ; and , as in fuch
an aftlion a loud noife was frequently made , it aflerwards feems to
have been ufed in the {enfe of #0 clafh . So, in Chaucer ' s Canterbury
Tales , v. 2618 : :

*“ And he bim Aurtleth with his hors adoun . ” MALONE,S
Horfes did neigh, ] Thus the fecond folio , Its blundering preadeceflor reads :

Horfes do meigh. STEEVENS,
7 When beggars die, there a7¢ mo comets fren ;

The heavens themfelves blaze forth the death of princes . ] +t Next
to the fhadows and pretences of experience , ( which have been metwithall at large, } they feem to brag moft of the firange eventswhich follow ( for the moft part . ) after blazing flarres ; as if theywere the fummoners of God to call princes fo the Seat of judgment,The fureft way to {hake their painted bulwarks of experience is ,
by makiog plaine , that neyther princes always dye when comels
blaze , rior comets ever [i. e. always | blaze when princes dye . ” Defen¬

Jatwe againft the poifon of fuppojed Prophecies , by Heary Howard ,Earl of Northampton , 1583 .
Again , 1bid : ¢ Let us lock into the nature of a comet , by the

face of which it is fuppofed that the fame fhould poriend plague ,famine , warre , or the death of potentates . ”” MALONE,
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C# £ s . Cowards die many times before their

deaths ; ’

The valiant never tafte of death but once .

Of all the wonders that I yet have heard, ’

It feems to me moft firange that men fhould fear ;
Seeing that death , a neceflary end, ’
Will come , when it will come .

Re - enter a Servant .

What fay the augurers ?
Serv . They would not have you to {tir forth to¬

day .
Plucking the entrails of an offering forth ,

They could not find a heart within the beat .

7 Cowards die many limes before their deaths ; ] So, in the ancient
tranflation of Plutarch , fo often quoted :

¢«« When fome of bis friends did counfel him to have a guard
for the fafcty of his perfon ; he would never confent to it , but
faid , it was better to die once , than always to be affrayed of
death . ” STEEVENS.

So, in Marfton ' s Infatiate Countefs , 1613 :
«« Fear is my vaffal : whea I frown , he flies ,
« A hundred times in life a coward dies . ”

Lord Effex , probably before any of thefe writers , made the
fame remark . In a letter to lord Rutland , he obferves , ¢ that as
he which dieth nobly , doth live for ever , fo he that doth live in

Sear , doth dic continually . ” MALONE.
8 « that I yet have heard, ] This fentiment appears to have

been imitated by Dr . Young in his tragedy of Bufiris King of
Egypt :

(C Didft thou e' er fear ?
¢¢ Sure ' tis an art ; I know not how to fear :

, * Tis one of the few things beyond my power ;
¢t And if death mult be fear ' d before ' tis felt ,
¢« Thy mafter is immortal . ” ——STEEVENS.

8 — — death , a neceflary end, ¥c . ] This is a fentence derived
from the ftoical do @rine of predeflination , and is therefore improper
in the mouth of Cxfar . JOHNSON.
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Cs . The gods do this in fhame of cowardice :*

Cezar fhould be a beaft without a heart ,
1f he ihould ftay at home to - day for fear .

No , Celar thall not : Danger knows full well ,
That Czlar is more dangerous than he .

We were ’ two lions litter ’ d in one day ,
And I the elder and more terrible ;

And Ceafar fhall go forth .

* — — in fhame of cowardice : ] The ancients did not place courage
but wifdom in the heart . JOHNSON.

> We were ——] In old editions :
We heare — —

The copies have been all corrupt , and the paflage , of courfe ,
unintelligible . But the flight alteration , I bave made , [ We were ]
reftores fenfe to the whole ; and the {entiment will neither be un¬
worthy of Shakfpeare , nor the boaft too extravagant for Cazfar in
a veiu of vanity to utter : that he and danger were two twin - whelps
of a lion , and he the elder , and more terrible of the two .

THEOBALD .
Mr. Upton recommends us to read :

We are ——.
This refembles the boalt of Otho :

Expert invicem fumus , Ego & Fortuna . Tacitus ,
STEEVENS.

It is not ealy to determine , which of the two readings has the
beft claim to a place in the text . If Theobald ' s emendation be
adopted , the phrafeology , though lefs elegant , is perhaps more
Shakfperian . It may mean the fame as if he had written, —We
two lions were litter ' d in one day , and I am the elder and more
terrible of the two . MALONE.

47 ie Cefar fhall go fortk . ] Any fpeech of Czfar , throughout
this fcene , will appear to diladvantage , if compared with the fol
Jowing {entiments , put into his mouth by May, in the feventh
book of his Supplement to Lucan :

— — Plus me, Calphurnia , lu &us
Et lachrym ® movere tux , quam triftia vatum
Refponfa , infauftz volucres , aut ulla dierum
Vana fuperflitio poterant . Oftenta timere
Si nunc inciperem , qua non mihi tempora pofthac
Anxia tranfirent ?. quz lux jucunda maneret ?
Aut qua libertas ? fruftra fervire timori
( Dum nec luce frui , nec mortem arcere licebit )

Vor . XVIiii . ¥
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CAL . Alas , my lord ,
Your wifdom is confum ’ d in confidence .

Do not go forth to - day : Call it my fear ,
That keeps you in the houfe , and not your own .

We ' ll fend Mark Antony to the fenate - houfe ;
And he fhall fay , you are notwell to - day :
Let me , upon my knee , prevail in this .

Cas . Mark Antony fhall fay , J am not well ;
And , for thy humour , I will flay at home .

Enter DECIUS .

Here ’ s Decins Brutus , he thall tell them fo .

Dec . Cewfar , all hail ! Good morrow , worthy
Cezar :

I come to fetch you to the fenate - houfe .

Cas . And you are come in very happy time ,
To bear my greeting to the fenators ,
And tell them , that I will not come to - day :
Cannot , 1s fale ; and that I dare not , falfer ;
I will not come to - day : 1ell them fo , Decius .

Car . Say , he is fick .

Cas . Shall Cafar fend a lie ?
Have I in conqueft firetch ’ d mine arm fo far ,
To be afeard to tell grey - beards the truth ?

Decius , go tell them , Cafar will not come .

Dec . Molt mighty Cafar , let me know fome

cauie ,

Left 1 be lzugh ’ d at , when I te ! l them fo .

CAs . The canfeis in my will , I will not come ;
That is enough to fatisfy the fenate .

Cogar , & huic capiti quod Roma veretur , arufpex
Jus dabit , & vanus fewper dominabiiur augur ,

STEEVENS,
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But , for your private fatisfaétion ,

Becaule I love you , I will let you know .

Calphurnia here , my wife , ftays me at home :

She dreamt to - night the faw my flatna, ®
Which like a fountain , with a hundred [ pouts ,
Did run pure blood ; and many lufly Romans

Came {miling , and did bathe their hands in it .

And thefe does fhe apply for warnings , portents, ’
And evils imminent ; ’ and on her knee

Hath begg ’ d, that I will ftay at home to - day .
Dec . This dream isall amifs interpreted ;

“Tt was a vifion , fair and fortunate :

Your ftatue {pouting blood in many pipes ,
In which fo many fmiling Romans bath ’ d ,

Signifies , that from you great Rome thall fuck

Reviving blood ; and that great men fhall prefs
For tinCtures , flains , relicks , and cognizance . ’

5 — — my fatia, ] See Vol . IV. p. 275 , 0. 8; and Vol . XV,

p. 388 , n. 5. % STEEVENS .
6 — — warnings , porients, ] Old copy , unmetrically ,— warnings

and portents . STEEVENS.
7 And evils imminent ; ] The late Mr. Edwards was of opinion

that we fhould réad :
Of evils imminent . STEEVENS.

The alteration propofed by Mr. Edwards is needlefls ; and tends

to weaken the force of the expreflions , which form , as they now

ftand , a regular climax . HuNLEY.
8 _ _ _ and that great men [hall prefs

For tinGures , flains , relicks , and cognizance . ] This fpesch ,
which is intentionally pompous . is ( omewhat confufed . There are

two allufions ; one to coats armorial , to which princes rake addi¬

tions , or give new tinfures , and new marks of cogrizence ; the

other to martyrs , whofe reliques are preferved with veneration .

The Romans , fays Decius , all come to youn as to a {aint , for res

liques , as to a prince , for honours . Jonnson .
t

I believe finflures has no relation to heraldry , but means merely

handkerchicfs , or other linen , finged with biood . Bullokar in his

Fa

By
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This by Calphurnia ’ s dream is fignify ' d.
£ $ . And this . way have you well expounded it .C.

Dre . I have , when you have heard what I can

fay :
And know it now ; The fenate have concluded
Lo give , this day , a crown to mighty Cefar
If you fhall fend them word , you will not come ,
Their minds may change . Befides , it were a mock

Aptto berender ' d , for fome one to fay ,
Break up the fenate till another time ,
When Czfar ’ s wife Shall meet with better dreams . ”
If Cfar hide himfelf , { hall they not whifper ,
Lo , Cefar is afraid ?
Pardon me , Cafar ; for my dear , dear love
To your proceeding bids me tell you this ;
And reafon ® to my love is liable .

Cas . How foolith do your fears feem now ,
Calphurnia ?

I am athamed I did yield to them . —

‘ Give me my robe , for I will 20 i =

Expofitor , 1616 , defines it “ a di
thing . " So, in A& UI. fc. ii :

¢ And dip their napkins, ” &c . MALONE.
I concur in opinion with Mr. Malone . At the execution of

feveral of our ancieat nobility , martyrs , &c . we are told that hand
kerchiefs were tin @ured with their blood , and preferved as affec¬
tionate or falutary memorials of the deceafed . STEEVENS

7 When Cafar ' s wife Shall meet with better dreams . |Sterline ’ s Fulins Czfar , 1607 :
¢¢ How can we fatisfy the world ’ s conceit ,* Whofe tongue fill in all ears your praife proclaims ?¢“ Or fhall we bid them leave to deal in flate ,¢t Till that Calphurnia irk have better dreams ? "

pping , colouring or flaining of a

So, in Lord

MALONE.
* And reafon %c. ] And reafon , or propriety of condu & and

language , is fubordinate to my love . JOHNSON .
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Enter Pusrius , Brutus , Licarius , METELLUS ,
Casca , TRrREBONIUS , and CINNA .

And look where Publius is come to fetch me .

Pus . Good morrow , Czfar .

CEs . Welcome , Publius . —

What , Brutus , are you ftin ’ d fo early too —

Good - morrow , Cafca . —Caius Ligarius ,
Cazfar was ne ' er fo much your enemy ,
As that fame ague which hath made you lean . —
What ist o ' clock ? :

Bru . Czfar , ’ tis firucken eight .
C & s . I thank you for your pains and courtefy .

Enter ANTONY .

See ! Antony , that revels long o’ nights ,
Is notwithftanding up : — —

Good morrow , Antony .
ANT , 3 So to moft noble Czar ,

C4 £ s . Bid them prepare within : —

I am to blame to be thus waited for . —

Now , Cinna : —Now , Metelius : —What , Trebonius !
I have an hour ' s talk in ftore for you ;
Remember that you call on me to - day :
Be near me , that I may remesober you .

Treg . Czfar , I will : = —and fo near will 1 be ,

[ Afide .
That your befl friends fhall wifh 1 had been further .

Cas . Good friends , go in , and tafte fome wine

with me ;
And we , like friends , will firaightway go together .

F3
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dru . That every like is not the fame , O Cuxfaz ,

The heart of Brutus yearns to think upon !
Excunt ,

SCENE NL

The fame . A fireet near the Capitol .

Enter ARTEMIDORUS , reading a paper .

Art . Cwxfar , beware of Brutus ; take heed of Caf

fius ; come not near Calca ; have an eye to Cinna ;

iruft not Trebonius ; mark well Metellus Cimber ;
Decius Brutus loves thee not ; thou haft wrong ' d Caius

Ligarius . There is but one mind in all thefe men ,

and it 1s bent againft Celar . If thou be!fl not immor¬

tal , look about you : Security gives way to confpiracy ,
The mighty gods defend thee ! Thy lover, ®

Atermidoras .
Here will I fland , till Cafar pals along
And as a { uitor will I give him this .

My heart laments , that virtue cannot live

Out ofthe teeth of emulation . ?

If thou read this , O Cwfar , thou may’ ' ft live ;
If not , the fates with traitors do contrive . * [ Exit

® Thy lover, ] See Vol. XVII . p. 409 , n. 7. MALONE.
® — — emulation . ) Here , as on many other occafions , this word

is ufed in an unfavourable fenfe , fomewhat like —fadtious , envious ,
or malicious rivalry . So, in Troilus and Creffuda:t Whilft emulation in the army crept . ” STEEVENS.

— ihe fates with trailers do contrive . ] The fates join with
traitors in confriving thy defiru @ion . Jornson

2
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SCENTE 1V .

The fame . Another part of the fame firect , before the

houfe of Brutus .

Enter PorTIA and Lucrus .

Por . I pr ' ythee , boy , run to the {fenate - houfe ;
Stay not to anfwer me , but get thee gone :

Why doft thou flay ? °

Luc . To know my errand , madam .

Por . Iwould havehad thee there , and here again ,
Ere I can tell thee what thou fhouldft do there . —

O conflancy , be ftrong upon my fide !

Set a huge mountain " tween my heart and tongue !
I have a man ’ s mind , buta woman ' s might .
How hard itis for women to keep counfel ! —

Art thou hereyet ?

Luc . Madam , what {houldI do ?

Run to the Capitol , and nothing elfe ?

And fo return to you , and nothing elle ?

Por . Yes , bring me word , boy , if thy lord look

well , :
:

For he went fickly forth : And take good note ,

WhatCelar doth , what fuitors prefs to him .

Hark , boy ! what noife is that ?

Luc . 1 hear none , madam ,

Por .
:

Prythee , liften well :

® Why dof thou flay ? %c. ] Shakfpeare bas exprefled the pers
turbation of King Rickard the third ’ s mind by the fame incident :

¢ _ _ _ _ Dull , unmindful villain !
¢ Why Ray’ thou here , and go' ft not to the duke ? —
Cat . Firft , mighty Pege , tell me your highnefs’ pleafure ,
¢« What from your grace I [ hall deliver to him . ”

STLEVENS,

F 4
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I heard a buftling rumour , like a fray ,
And the wind brings it from the Capitol .

Luc . Sooth , madam ,1 hear nothing .

Enter Soothfayer ,
*

Por . Come hither , fellow :

Which way haft thou been ?

SoOTH . At mine own houfe , good lady .
Por . Whatis ’ to ’ clock ?

; SooTH . About the ninth hour , lady .
Por . Is Caxfar yet gone to the Capitol ?

SooTH . Madam , notyet ; I goto take my fland ,

To fee him pafs on to the Capitol .
Por . Thou hafl fome fuit to Cafar , halt thou

not ?
SoorH . That ] have , lady : if it will , pleafe Cze¬

far

To be fo good to Cxfar , as to hear me ,
1 { hall befeech him to befriend himfelf . ¬

Por . Why , know ' ft thou any harm ' s intended

towards him ?

i SooTH . NonethatI know will be , much that I
il

fear may chance . *

Good morrow to you . Here the fireet is narrow :

3 Enter Soothfayer . ] . The introdu &@ion of the Soothfayer here is
i unneceflary , and , I think , improper . All that he is made to fay ,

fhould be given to Artemidorus ; who is feen and accofted by Portia
in his paflage from bis firfl land , p. 70, to one more convenient ,
p- 73. TYRWHITT .

* None that I know will be, much that I fear may chance . ] Sir
Thowas Haumer , very judiciounfly in my opinion , omits —may
chance , which I regard as interpolated words ; for they render the
line too long by a foot , and the fenfe is complete without them .
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The throng that follows Cafar atthe heels ,

Of fenators , of pretors , common fuitors ,

Will crowd a feeble man almoft to death :

T' ll get me toa place more void , and there

Speak to great Czefar as he comes along . [ Exit .

Por . I muft go in . —Ah me ! how weak a thing

The heart of womanis ! O Brutus !

The heavens {peed thee in thine enterprize !

Sure , the boy heard me : —Brutus hath a {uit, ’
That Czfar will not grant . —O, I grow faint :—
Run , Lucius , and commend me to my lord ;

Say , lam merry : come to me again ,
And bring me word what he doth fay to thee .

[ Exeunt .

ACT HI . SCENE 1,

The fame . The Capitol ; the Senate fitting .

A crowd of people in the fireet leading to the Capitol ;

among them ARTEMIDORUS , and the Soothfayer .

Flourifh . Enter C £ sAk , Brutus , Cassius , Casca ,

Dectus , METELLUS , TREBONIUS , CINNA , ANTO¬

ny , LEripUs , PoriLius , PUBLIUS , and Others .

Cas . The ides of March are come .

SooTH . Ay, Czfar ; but not gone .

Art . Hail , Czfar ! Read this { chedule .

Dec . Trebonius doth defire you to o ' er - read ,

At your beftleifure , this his humble fuit .

5 _ _ _ _ Brutus hath a fuit , kc . ] Thefe words Portia addrefles to
Lucius , to deceive him , by alfigning a falle caufe for her prefent

perturbation . MALONEs
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