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ENGLISH GRAMMAR . * 7

The chief ufe of Gender , in Englifh is in the
Pronoun of the Third Perfon ; which muft agree
in that refpedl with the Noun for which it Rands .

PRONOUN .

A Pronoun is a word flanding injlead of a
Noun , as its Subftitute or Reprefentative .

In the Pronoun are to be confidered the Perfon ,
Number , Gender , and Cafe .

There are Three Perfons w'hich may be the

Subject of any difeourfe : firfl , the Perfon who

fpeaks may fpeak of himfelf ; fecondly , he may
fpeak of the Perfon to whom he addreffes him¬
felf ; thirdly , he may fpeak of fome other Perfon .

Thefe are called , refpeftively , the Firfl , Second ,
and Third , Perfons : and are exprefled by the
Pronouns , I , Thou , He.

As the Speakers , the Perfons fpoken to , and
the other Perfons fpoken of , may be many ; fo
each of thefe Perfons hath the Plural Number ;
We , Ye , They .

The Perfons fpeaking and fpoken to , being at
the fame time the Subjects of the difeourfe , are
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fuppcfed to be prefent ; from which and other
circumftances their Sex is commonly known , and
need not to be marked by a diftinftion of Gender
in their Pronouns : but the third Perfon or thing
fpoken of being abfent and in many refpefts un¬
known , it is neceflary , that it fhould be marked

by a diftin £tion of Gender ; at leaft when fome

particular perfon or thing is fpoken of , which

ought to be more diftinfily marked : accordingly
the Pronoun Singular of the Third Perfon hath the
Three Genders ; Hr , She , It .

Pronouns have Three Cafes ; the Nominative ;
the Genitive , or Poffeflive ; like Nouns ; and

mereoyer a Cafe , which follows the Verb Adive ,
or the Prepofition , exprefling the Objeft of an
A &ion , or of a Relation . It anfwers to the Ob¬

lique Cafes in Latin ; and may be properly
enough called the Objeftiye Cafe .
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PRONOUNS ;

according to their Perfons , Numbers , Cafes ,
and Genders .

PERSONS .

I . 2 . 3 . 1 . 2 . 3 .
Singular . Plural.

I , Thou , He ; We , Ye or You , They .

CAS E J .

Nom . PofT. Obj . Nom . PofT. Obj
Firft Perfon.

I , Mine , Me ; We , Ours , Us .
Second Perfon.

Thou , Thine , Thee ; Ye or You , Yours , You ( i }.

{ i ) Some Writers have ufed Ye as the ObjeSive Cafe Plural
of the Pronoun of the Second Perfon ; very improperly , and
an grammatically .

“ The more Ihamc for ye : holy men I thought y «. i>
Shakfpeare , Hen . VIII .

“ But tyrants dread ye , left your juft degree
Transtsr the pov/

’r , and fet the people free . n
Prior .

n Kis wrath , which one day will deltroy ye both . »
Milton , P . L . ii . 734 .

Milton ufes the fame manner of expreliion in a few other
places of Itu Paradife Loft , anc ! more frequently in bis
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Third Perfon.

Maf . He , His , Him ;
Fem. She , Hers , Her ; They , Theirs , Them .

Neut . It , Its ( i ) , It ;

Poems . It may perhaps be allowed in the Comic and Bur -

lefque ftyle , which often imitates a vulgar and incorrect pro¬

nunciation : as , u Bv the Lord , I knew ye , as well as lie

that made ye*-» Shakfpeare , i Henry IV . But in the ferious

and folemn ftyle , no authority is fufficient to jnftify fo

manifeft a folecifm .
The Siugular and Plural Forms feem to be confounded in

the following Sentence : u Pafs ye away , thou inhabitant of

Sapliir . » Micah , i . n .

( i ) The Neuter Pronoun of the Third Perfon had formerly

no variation of Cafes . Inftead of the Poflefiive its they ufed

his , which is now appropriated to the Mafcullnc . <cLearning

hath his infancy , when it is but beginning , and almott

childifh ; then his youth , when it is luxuriant and juvenile ;

then his ftrength of years , when it is folid and reduced ; and

laftly his old age , when it waxeth dry and exhauft . » Bacon ,

EBay 58 . In this example his is evidently ufed as the Pof -

feflive Cafe of it : but what (hall we fay to the following ,

where her is applied in the fame manner , and feems to

make a ftrange confufion of Gender ? u He that prickcth the

heart maketh it to fliow her knowledge . » Eccles , xxii . ig .

Oft have I Teen a timely - parted ghoft ,

Of afliy femblance , meagre , pale , and bloodlefs ,

Being all defeended to the iab ’ring heart ,

Who , in the conflict that it holds with death ,
Attracts the fame for aidance ’gainft the enemy . «

Shakfpeare , 2 Hen . VI .
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The Perfonal Pronouns have the nature of Sub -

ftantives -, and , as fuch , hand by themfelves :
the reft have the nature of Adje &ives , and , as
fuch , are joined to Subftantives ; and may be
called Pronominal Adjectives .

Thy . My , Her , Our , Tour , Their , are Pronominal
Adjectives : but His , ( that is , He 's ) Her 's , Out ’s,
Four 's , Their ' s , have evidently the Form of the
Poffeffive Cafe : and by Analogy , Mine , Thine ( r ) ,
may be efteemed of the fame rank . All thefe are
ufed , when the Noun , to which they belong , is
underftood : the two latter fometimes alio inftead
of my , thy , when the Noun following them
begins with a vowel .

Befide the foregoing , there are feveral other
Pronominal Adjeflives •, ■which , though they may
It ought to be ,

« Which , in the conflict that it holds u —
Or , perhaps more poetically ,

a Who , in the conflia that he holds with death .
{ i ) So the Saxon Ic hath the Poffeffive Cafe Min ; Thu ^Poffeffive Thin ; He , Poffeffive His : from which our Poffef¬

five Cafes of the fame Pronouns are taken without Alteration .To the Saxon Poffeffive Cafes, . Mr* , urc , tower , hha , ( that ,is , her ’s , ours , yours , their 's , ) we have added the s , the
Charaaeriftic of the Poffeffive Cafe of Nouns . Or outs , your 's ,arc direaiy from the Saxon ures , cowers ; the Poffeffive Cafe
of the Pronominal Adjeftives ure , cower ; that is , onr , yonr .
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fometimes feem to {land by themfelves , yet have

always fome Subftantive belonging to them ,

either referred to , or underflood : as , This , that ,

other , any , fame , one , none . Thefe are called

Defi aitive , becaufe they define and limit the ex¬

tent of the Common Name , or General Term ,

to which they either refer , or are joined . The

three firft of tbefe are varied , to exprefs Number ;

as , Thefe , tkofe , others ( i ) ; the laft of which

admits of the Plural form only when its Subftan¬

tive is not joined to it , but referred to , or un -

derftood : none of them are varied to exprefs the

Gender ; only two of them to exprefs the Cafe ;

as , other , one , which have the Poffeflive Cafe .

One is fometimes ufed in an Indefinite fenfe ,

( anfwering to the French on , ) as in the following

phrafes ; one is apt to think ; jj a one fees ; ) >

u one fuppofes . >1 Who , which , that , - are called

Relatives , becaufe they more directly refer to

fome fubftantive going before ; which therefore is

( i ) u Diodorus , whofe defign was to refer all occurrences

to years, — is of more credit in a point of Chronology , than

Plutarch or any Other, that .wrili Lives by the lump » Bentley ,
Diflert . on Themiilocles ' fi Epiftles , hfcch vi . It ought to be

others ^ or writes .

called
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called the Antecedent . They alfo conned the

it following part of the Sentence with the foregoing ,
ed Thefe belong to all the three Perfons ; whereas
:i- the reft belong only to the Third . One of them
i . only is varied to exprefs the three Cafes ■ Who ,
it whofe , ( i ) , ( that is , who's ( 2 ) , ) lohom : none
;i: of them have different endings for the Numbers ,
eh Who , which , what , are - called Interrogatives ,
n- when they are ufed in ajking quejlions . The two

it-

jjg ( i ) Whofe is by Tome authors made the PofTehive Cafe of
which , and applied to things as well as perfons : I think im *
properly .

u The quejllon , whofe folution I require ,
k Is , what the fcx of women moft defire . Dryden .

n Is there any other dothi ::c , whofe followers are punifli -
^0 ed ? )) Addifon .
it The higher Poetry , which loves to cbnfider every thing as

^ bearing a Perfonal Character , frequently applies the perfoital
PoffeiTive whofe to inanimate beings :

to
t-. Of man ’s firfi: difobedience , and the f . uit

li Of that foibidden Tree , whofe mortal tafte

Brought death into the world , and all our Woe . v

co Milton ,
in ( 2 ) So the Saxon hwa hath the PolTohive Cafe , hioas ,
St Note , that the Saxons rightly placed the Afpiiate before the

w : as v; c now pronounce it . Xlxis will be evident to any
one that fhall coni ’ider in what manner he pronounces the
words what , v>hen ; that is , hoo - dl , hoo - 'en

D
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latter ' of them have no variation of Number or

Cafe .
' Each , every ( i ) , either , are called Diftri -

butives ; becaufe they denote the perfons , or

things , that make up a number , as taken fepa -

rately and lingly .

Own , and felf , in the Plural / elves , are joined

to the Poffefllves , my , our , thy , your , his , ( 2 ) ,

her , their ; as , my own hand ; my/elf , your/elves :

both of them exprefling emphalis, . or oppolition ;

as . ul did it my own felf , ; > that is , and no one

elfe : the latter alfo forming the Reciprocal Pro¬

noun ; as , tt he hurt himfelf . » Himfelf , them-

felves , feem to be ufed in the Nominative Cafe

( 1 ) Every was formerly much ufcd as a Pronominal Ad -

je £tivc , Handing by itfelf : as , tt He propofeth unto God

their neceffnics , and they their own requefts , for relief in

tv fry of them . w Hooker , v . 3g . a The corruptions and de¬

pravations to which every of thefe was fubje & . Swift , Con -

tefts and Diflenfious . We now commonly fay , every one, '

( 2 ) The PofTcflives his , mine , thine , may be accounted
either . Pronominal Adje &ivcs , or Genitive Cafes of the ref -

pe &ive Pronouns . The form is ambiguous ; juft in the fame
manner as , in the Latin phrafe u cujus liber , >> the word

cujus may be either the Genitive Cafe of qui , or the Nomi¬
native Mafculinc of the Adjective , cujus , cuja , cvjum . So
likewife , mei , iui , Jui , nojlri , vtjlri , have the fame form ,
whether Pronouns , or Pronominal Adjectives .
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by corruption inftead of his felf , theirfelves ( 1 ) :

as , “ lie came himfelf ; >> 44 they did it themfelves ; >>
where himfelf , thanjelves , cannot be in the Ob -

je &ive Cafe . If this be fo , felf mull be , in thefe

inftances , not a Pronoun , but a Noun . Thus

Dryden ufes it :
ii What I fliow ,

Thy felf may freely on thyfelf beftow .

Ourfelf , the Plural Pronominal Adjeftive with

the Singular Subftantive , is peculiar to the Regal

Style , ,
Own is an Adjeftive ; or perhaps the Participle

owen , ( 2 ) of the ' verb to owe ; to be the right
owner of a thing ( 3 ) ,

All Nouns whatever in Grammatical Conftruc -

tion are of the Third Perfon ; except when an

( i } His felf and their felves were formerly in ufe , even in

the obje &ive Cafe after a Prepofition : u Every of ns , each

for his felf . laboured how to recover him . « Sidney , u That

they would willingly and of their felves endeavour to keep a

perpetual chaftity . » Stat . 2 and 3 Ed . VI . ch . 21 .

( 2 ) Chaucer has thus expreffed it :

u As friendly , as he were his ewen brother . >>

Cant . Tales , 16 ^4 , edit . 1775 . And fo in many other

places ; and , I believe , always in the fame manner .

[ 3 ) tt The Man that oweth this girdle , » Afts , xxi . ix .

D 2
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addrefs is made to a Perfon : then the Noun ,
( anfwering to what is called the Vocative Cafe
in Latin, ) is of the Second Perfon .

ADJECTIVE .

/ \ N Adjective is a word added to a Subftan -
tive to exprefs its quality ( 1 ) .

In Englifh the Adjective is not varied on ac¬
count of Gender , Number , or Cafe ( 2 ) . The

( 1 ) Adje &ives arc very improperly called Nouns ; for
they are not the Names of things . The Adjc £lives good ,
white , are applied to the Nouns man , Jnotv , to exprefs the
Qualities belonging to thofe Subje &s ; but the Names of
thofe Qualities in the Abftra & , { that is , confidered in them -
felves , and without being attributed to any Subje & , ) are
goodnejs , wkiter .ejs ; and thefc are Nouns , or Subllanlives .

( 2 ) Some few Pronominal Adje &ives muft here be ex¬
cepted , as having the Poffeffive Cafe ; as one , other , another :
a By one 's own choice . 53 Sidney .

a Teach me to feel another 's woe . ?>

Pope , Univ . Prayer .
And the Adje &ives , former , and latter , may be considered
as Pronominal , and reprefenting the Nouns , to which
they refer ; if the phrafe in the following fcntence be
allowed to be juft : tt It was happy for the ftate , that
Fabius continued in the command with Minucius : the

formers phlegm was a check upon the latter 's vivacity . »
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