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ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 27

The chief ufe of Gender, in Englifh is in the
Pronoun of the Third Perfon ; which muft agree

in that refpe& with the Noun for which it flands.

B-R-O NOA N,

A ProxouN is a word flanding inflead of @
Noun , as its Subftitute or Reprefentative.

In the Pronoun are to be confidered the Perfon,
Number, Gender, and Cafe.

There are Three Perfons which may be the
Subje& of any difcourfe : firft, the Perfon who
{peaks may fpeak of himfelf; fecondly, he may
fpeak of the Perfon to whom he addrefles him-
felf ; thirdly, he may fpeak of fome other Perfon.

Thefe are called, refpeé&ively, the Firft, Second,
and Third , Perfons : and are exprefled by the
Pronouns, I, Thou, He.

As the Speakers, the Perfons {fpoken to, and
the other Perfons fpoken of, may be many; fo
each of thefe Perfons hath the Plural Numbers
We, Ye, They.

The Perfons {peaking and fpoken to, being at
the fame time the Subjefts of the difcourfe , are
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Tuppofed to be prefent; from which and other
circumftances their Sex is commonly known, and
need not to be marked by a diftinétion of Gender
in their Pronouns : but the third Perfon or thing
fpoken of being abfent and in many refpeds un-
known , it is necellary , that it thould be marked
by a diftindion of Gender; at lealt when fome
particular perfon or thing is fpoken of, which
ought to be more diftin&ly marked : accordingly
the Pronoun Singular of the Third Perfon hath the
Three Genders ; He, She, It.

Pronouns have Three Cafes ; the Nominative ;
the Genitive, or Pofleflive ; like Nouns; and
mereoyer a Cafe , which follows the Verb Adtive,
or the Prepofition , exprefling the Obje& of an
A&ion, or of a Relation. It anfwers to the Ob-
lique Cafes in Latin ; and may be properly
enough called the Objedlive Cafe.
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PRONOTUNS;

according to their Perfons, Numbers , Cafes,

and Genders.
PERS O NS,
I. 2 Je 1. 2 3.
Singular. Plural.

I, Thou, He; Wej -Ye or You, They.

Nom. Pofl. Obi. Nom. Pofl. Obj.

Firft Perfon.
k- Mine , Me We = Onss .o T,
Second Perfon.

Thou, Thine, Thee ; Ye or You, Yours, You (1)

{ 1) Some Writers have ufed %% as the Obje&tive Cafe Plural
of the Pronoun of the Second Perfon ; very improperly , and
wngrammatically,

« The 1

10te fhame for ye : holy men I thought je.n
Shakfpeare, Hen. VIII,
: But tyrants dread yc, left your juft degree
iransier the pow'r, and fet the people free.s
Prior.
:+ His wrath, which one day will defiroy ye both, »
Milton, P. L. ii, 734,
Milton ufles the fame manner of exprefion in a few other

places of his Paradife Loft,

in bhis
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Third Perfon.

Maf. He ., His, Him;
Fem, She, Hers, Hery - They, Theirs, Them.

Neut. It, Its (1), It;

Poems. It may perhaps be allowed in the Comic and Bur-
lefque ftyle, which often imitates a vulgar and incorred pro-
nuaciation : as, « By the Lord, I knew yc, as well as he
ye.» Shakfpeare, 1 Heunry IV. Butin the {erious

that made
no authority is fufficient to juflify fo

and folemn ftyle,

manifeft a folecilm.

The Singular and Plural Forms feem to be confounded in
the following Sentence @« Pafs ye away, ¢hou inhabitant of
Saphir. » Micah . 1. IT.

(1) The Neuter Pronoun of the Third Perfon had formerly
no variation of Cales. Inltead of the Pofleflive ifs they ufed
Lis , which is now ﬂppmpria:cd to the Mafculine. «Learning
hath his infancy , when i is but beginning , and almoft
childifh; then kis youth, when if is luxuriant and juvenile ;
then his ftrength of years, when ii is folid and reduced ; and
laftly kis old age, when if waxeth dry and exhauft.»» Bacon,
Effay 58. In this example &is is evidently ufed as the Pof-
feflive Cafe of it : but what fhall we fay to the following,
where her is applied in the fame manner, and {cems to
make a ftrange confufion of Gender ? « He that pricketh the

heart maketh it to thow ker knowledge.» Eccles, xxil. 194

« Oft have I feen a timely-parted ghoft,

Of athy femblance , meagre, pale, and bloodlels ,
Being all defcended to the lab'ring heart,

Who, in the conflid that it holds with death,

Attra&s the fame for aidance ‘gainfl the enemy.»
Shakfpeare, 2 Hen. VI.
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The Perfonal Pronouns have the nature of Sub-
ftantives-, and, as fuch , fland by themfelves :
the reft have the nature of Adjedives, and ,
fuch, are joined to Subftantives; and may be
called Pronominal Adjeétives.

Thy, My, Her, Our, Your, Their, are Pronominal
Adjedtives : but His, (thatis, He's) Her's, Qur's,
Your’s, Their's, have evidently the Form of the
Pofleflive Cafe : and by Analogy, Mine, Thine (1)
may be efteemed of the fame rank. All thefe are
ufed , when the Noun, to which they belong, is
underfiood : the two latter fometimes alfo inflead
of my, thy, when the Noun foliowing them
begins with a vowel.

Befide the foregoing, there are feveral other
Pronominal Adje&ives ;. which, though they may
It ought to be,

« Whick | in t’ e confli@ that i¢ holds » —

» perhaps more poetically,
s« Who, in the confli& that e holds with c leath, s

{1) So the Saxon Ic¢ hath the Poffeflive Cafe Min ; Thu,
Pofleffive Thin; He, Pollelive His : from which our Poﬂcl-

five Cafes of the fame Pronouns are taken without Alteration,

To the Saxon Pofleilive Cales , hire, urc, eower, hira, { that
is, Aer's, our’s, your's, their's,) we have added the 5, the
Charaaenﬂlc of the Polleflive Cafe of Nouns. Or our's, your's,
are direélly from the Saxon ures , ¢¢wers; the Poflefflive Cafe

of the Prorominal Adjedtives ure, eower; that is 5 0BT, Four.
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fometimes feem to fland by themfelves, yet have
always fome Subftantive belonging to them ,
either referred to, or underflood : as, This, that,
other , any , fame , one, none. Thefe are called
Definitive , becaufe they define and limit the ex-
tent of the Common Name, or General Term,
to which they either refer, or are joiucd. The
three firlt of thefe are varied, to exprefs Number;
as, Thefe, thofe, others (1) ; the laft of which
admits of the Plural form only when its Subftan-
tive is not joined to it, but referred to, or un-
derflood : none of them are varied to exprels the
Gender; only two of them to exprefs the Cafe ;
as , other, one, which have the Poileflive Calfe.
One is fometimes ufed in an Indefinite fenfe,
(anfwering to the French on,) as in the following
phrafles 5 « one is apt to think ;0 <« one fees s
« one fuppofes.» Who, which , that ,-are called
Relatives , becaufe they more direétly refer to
fome fubftantive going before ; which therefore is

{1) «Diodorus, whofe delign was to refer all occurrences
to years ,— ic of more credit in a point of Chronology, than
Plutarch or any ofher, that wrife Lives by the lump. » Bentley,
Diflert. on Themiftocles’s Epiftles, Seé. vi. It ought to be

others, ox writes,

(:Illled
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called the Anteceder alfo conne& the

following part of the Sentence with the foresoing,
t=} o
Thefe belong to all the three Perfons: whereas

>f them

queftions, The two

authors made

hings as well as perfons : I

folution I re

quire

women moft del

lovés to confi

Tequéntly applies the pe

in what n

one that 'l‘.h

words wha n;-thatis , hoo-dl, hoo-én
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latter ‘of them have no variation of Number or
Cale. Each, every (1), either, are called Diftri-
butives: becaule they denote the perfons, or
things . that make up a number, as taken fepa-

rately and {i ingly.

OQwn , and felf, in the Plural felves ., are joined
to the Pofleflives , my, our, thy, your, his, (2),
her , their ; as, my own hand ; myfelf , yourfelves :

both of them exprefling emphafis,, or oppolition ;

as. « I did it my own felf , »» thatis, and no one

elfe : the latter allo lormmg the Reciprocal Pro-

noun; as, ¢ he hurt himfelf. » Himfelf , them-

Jelves , feem to be ufed in the Nominative Cale

(1) Every was formerly much ufed as a Pronominal Ad-
jedlive , flanding by itfelf : as, « He propofeth unto God
their neceffities, and they their own requefls, for relief in
¢very of them:s Hooker, v. 39. « The corruptions and de-
pravations to which every of thefe was fubje&.»» Swift, Con.
tefts and Diffenfions. We now commonly fay, every one.

(2) The Pofleflives his , mine, ihine, may be accounted
cither Prouominal Adjedlives, or Genitive Cafes of the ref-
pedlive Pronouns. The form is ambiguous; juft in the fame
manner as , in the Latin phrafe « cujus liber, » the word
cujus may be cither the Genitive Cale of qui, or the Nomi-
native Malculine of the Adje&ive , cujus , cuja, cujum. So
likewife , mei, dui, fui, noflvi, veftri, have the fame form,
whether Pronouns , or Pronominal Adjedives.

i
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by corruption inftead of his felf , their felves (1) ¢
as, «« he came himfelf; »» « they did it themfelves ;s
where himfelf , themfelves, cannot be in the Ob-
je&tive Cafe. If this be fo, felf muft be, in thele
inftances , not a Pronoun, but a Noun. Thus
Dryden ufes it:
¢« What I fhow,

Thy felf may freely on thyfelf heftow. 29

Qurfelf , the Plural Pronominal Adjedive with
the Singular Subftantive , is peculiar to the Regal
Style. i

Own is an Adjedive ; or perhaps the Par ticiple
owen ; (2) of the'verb to owe; to be the right
owner of a thing

All Nouns whatever in Grammatical Conftruc-

(3).
tion are of the Third Perfon ; exce

ir_felves were formerly in ufe, even in

(
the

ve Cafe after a Prepofition : « Every of us, each

for his felf , laboured how to recover him.» Sidoey. « That

they would willingly and of ¢hei 1es endeavour to keep a
¥ 5 J P

perpetual chaftity.» Stat. 2 and 3 Ed. VL ch. 21
(2) Chaucer has thus exprefled it :
As friendly, , as he were his brother, »

Cant. Tales, 1654, edit. 1775, And fo in many other

places ; and, I believe , always in the farne manner.

791
2

} « The Mau that gweik this girdle. w Ads, xxi. 11,

D2
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addrefs is made to a Perfon: then the Noun,
(anfwering to what is called the Vocative Cafe

alled
in Latin, ) is of the Second Perflon.

AadDa B el TV

1%.’\1 ADpjecTIVE is a word added to a Subftan-

tive to exprefs its quality (1).

the Adjedive is not varied on ac-

count of Gender , Number, or Cale (2). The

improperly called Nouns ; for
they are not the Names of thi

w

The Adjedlives good,

white , are applied to the Nouns man, fuow, to exprefs the
Qualities belonging to thofe Subjeds ; but the Names of
thole Qualities in the

Abftra&, ( that is, confidered in them-
felves , and without being attributed to any Subjed,) are
¢fs, whitenefs; and thefe are Nouns, or SubRantives,

(2) Some few Pronom

Sood

1al Adje&ives muft here be ex-
cepted, as having the Poffeflive Cafe; as one, other , anoiher :
« By one’s own choice. »»  Sidney.
« Teach me to feel another's woe. »
Pope, Univ. Prayer.
And the Adjedlives, former, and latier, may be confidered
as Pronominal ,

d reprefenting the Nouns, to which
they refer ; if the phrafe in the following fentence be
allowed' to be juft: « It was happy for the ftate , that
Fabius countinued in the command with Minucius : the

Jormer's phlegm was a check upon the latier's vivacity. »
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