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I am, will be apt to fufpeét him of having deviated
a little from the truth: therefore let Junius afk no
more qneflions. You bite againft a file: ceafe

viper.
W. D.
T TE R VIL

TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KNIGHT OF THE HBATH,

SR 3. March, 1769.

A N academical edncation has given you an un-
limited command over the moll beautiful figures
of fpeech. Maiks, hatchets, racks, and vipers dance
through your letters in all the mazes of metaphorical
confufion. Thefe are the gloomy companions ofa
difturbed imagination ; the melancholy madnefs of
poetry , without the infpiration. I will not con-
tend with you in point of compofition. You are
a fchelar, Sir William, and, ifI am truly infor-
med, you write Latin with almoft as much purity
as Englifh. Suffer me then, for I am a plain un-
lettered man, to continue that ftyle of interrogation,
which fuits my capacity, and to which, confider-
ing the readinefs of your anfwers, you ought to
have no objection. Even * Mr. Bingley promifes
to anfwer , if put to the torture.

# This man, being committed by the court of King’s Bench
for a contempt, voluntarily made oath, that he would never
anfwer interrogatories, unlefs he thould be put to the torture.
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Do yon then really think that, if I were to afk
a mo/l virtuous man whether he ever committed
theft , or murder, it would difturb his peace of
mind ? Such a queftion might perhaps difcompole
the gravity of his mufcles, but I believe it would
little affect the tranquillity of his confcience. Ex-
amine your own breaft, Sir William, and you will
difcover, that reproaches and inquiries have no
power to afflict either the man of unblemifhed in-
tegrity, or the abandoned profligate. Itisthe middle
compound charaller which alone is vulnerable:
the man, who, without firmnels enough toavoida
difhonorable aftion, has feeling enough to be afha-
med of it.

I thank you for the hint of the decalogue, and
fhall take an opportunity of applying itto fome of
your moft virtuous friends in both houfes of parlia-
ment.

You feem to have dropped the affair of your
regiment; fo let it reft.  When you are appointed
to another, I dare fay you will not fell it either
for a grofs fum, or for an annuity upon lives.

I am truly glad (for really, Sir William, I am
not your enemy, nor did I begin this conteft with
you) that you have been able to clear yourfelf of
a crime, though at the expenfe of the higheft -
difcretion. You fay that your half-pay was given
you by way of penfion. I will not dwell upon the
fingularity of uniting in your own perfon two forts
of provifion , which in their own nature, and in
all military and parliamentary views, are incoms
patible ; but I call upon you to juftify that declara-
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tion, wherein you charge your Sovereign with
having done an act in your favor notonouﬂy a-
gainft Jaw. The half-pay, both in Ireland and Eng-
land, is appropriated by parliament; and if it be
given to perfons, who, like you, are legally in-
capable of'holding it, it is a breach of law. It would
have been more decent in you to have called this
difhonerable tranfaction by its true name; a job ta
accommodate two perfons, by particular intereft
and management at the caflle. What fenfe muft
government have had of your fervices, when the
rewards they have given you are only a difgrace
to you!

And now, Sir William, I fhall take my leave of
you for ever. Motives very different from any ap-
prehenfion of your refentment, make it impoflible
you fhould ever know me, In truth, you have fome
reafon to hold yourfelf indebted to me. From the
leflons I have given you, you may colleét a pro-
fitable inftrulion for your future life. They will
either teach you fo to regulate your condull, as
to be able to fet the moft malicious inquiries at
defiance; or, if that be a loft hope, they will teach
you prudence enough not to attraét the public at-
tention to a character, which will only pafs with-

out cenfure, when it pafles without obfervation.
JUNIUS.

It has been faid, and I believe truly, that it was fignified
to Sir William Draper, as the requeit of Lord Granby, that
he fhould defift from writing in his Lordfhip's defence. Sir
William Draper certainly drew Funius forward to fay more of
Lord Granby’s charaller, than he originally intended. He
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was reduced to the dilemma of either being totally filenced,
or of fupporting his firlt letter. Whether Sir William had 2

right to reduce him to thisdilemma, or to call upon him for

his name, a a voluntary attack on kis fide, are queftions
fubmitted to the candor of the public. — The death of Lord
Granby was lamented by Funius. He undoubtedly owed fome
compenf{ations to the public, and feemed determined to acquit
himfelf of them. In private life, he was unqueftionably that
good man, who, for the intereft of his country, ought to have
been a great one, Bonum virum facile dixeris ; — magnum li=
benter. 1 fpeak of him mow without partiality;—I never
fpoke of him with refentment. His mifiakes, in public con~
du&, did not arife either from want of fentiment, or want
of judgment, but in general from the difficulty of faying no
to the bad people, who furrounded him.

As for the reft, the friends of Lord Granby fhould remem-
ber, that he himfelf thought proper to condemn, retraét, and
difavow, by 2 moft folemn declaration in the Houfe of Com=
mons, that very fyftem of political conduét, which Funivs
had held forth, to the difapprobation of the public.

LETTER VIIEL

TO THE DUEKE OF GRAFTON.

MY LORD, 18. March. , 176

EEFORE you were placed at the head of affairs,
it had been a maxim of the Englifh government,
not unwillingly admitted by the people, that every
ungracious or fevere exertion of the prerogative,
fhould be placed to the account of the Minifter;

but that, whenever an adl of grace or benevolence.
. D4
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