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LETTERS OF

LERT ER XV,
TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON.

MY LORD, 8. July, 1764

IF nature had given you an underftanding qualified
to keep pace with the wifhes and principles of your
heart, {he would have made you, perhaps, the
moft formidable minifter that ever was employed,
under a limited monarch, to accomplifh the ruin
of a free pecople. When neither the feelings of
fhame, the reproaches of confcience, nor the
dread of punifhment, form any bar to the defigns
of a minifter, the people would have too much
reafon to lament their condition, if they did not
find fome refource in the weaknefs of his under-
ftanding. We owe it to the bounty of providence,
that the completelt depravity of the heart is fome-
times flrangely united with a confufion of the
mind, which counteralls the moft favorite prin-
ciples, and makes the fame man treacherous with-
out art, and a hypocrite without deceiving. The
meafures, for inftance, in which your Grace’s
allivity has been chiefly exerted, as they were
adopted without {kill, fhould have been condudted
with more than common dexterity. But truly,
my Lord, the execution has been as grofs as the
defign. By one decifive ftep you have defeated
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all the arts of writing. You have fairly confounded
the intrigues of oppofition, and filenced. the cla-
mors of faltion. A dark, ambiguous fyftem might
require and furnifh the materials of ingenious il-
luftration ; and, in doubtful meafures, the virulent
exaggeration of party muft be employed to roufe
and engage the pallions of the people. You have
now brought the merits of your adminifiration to
an iffue , on which every Englifhman, of the nar-
roweft capacity , may determine for himfelf. It
is not an alarm to the paffions , but a calm appeal
to the judgment of the people, upon their own
moft effential interefts. A more experienced minifter
would not have hazarded a direft invafion of the
firft principles of the conflitution, before he had
made fome progrefs in fubduing the fpirit of the
people. With fuch a caule as yours, my Lord,
it is not fufficient that you have the court at your
devotion , unlefs you can find means to corrupt
or intimidate the jury. The colleftive body of
the people form that jury, and from zheir decifion
there is but one appeal.

Whether you have talents to fupport you, at 2
crifis of fuch difficulty and danger,thould long fince
have been confidered. Judging truly of your dif-
pofition , you have perhaps miftaken the extent of
your capacity. Good faith and folly have fo long
been received as fynonymous terms, that thereverfe
of the propofition has grown into credit, and every
villain fancies himfelf a man of abilities. It is the
apprehenfion of your friends, my Lord, that you
have drawn fome hafty conclufion of this fort, and
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that a partial reliance upon your moral charadler
has betrayed you beyond the depth of your under-
ftanding. You have now carried things too far to
retreat. Yon have plainly declared to the people
what they are to expell from the continuance of
your adminifiration. It is time for your Grace to
confider what you allo may expect in return from
their fpirit and their refentment.

Since the acceflion of our moft gracious Scvereign
to the throne, we have feen a {y Ile of o gover nm(,nt,
which may well be called a reign of experiments.
Parties of all denominations have been employed
and diliniffed. The advice of the ableft men in this
countny has been repeatedly called for and rejected ;
and when the Royal difpleafure has been fignified
to a minifter, the marks of it have ufually been pro-
portioned to his abilities and intcgr]i‘y. The fpirit
of the Favorite had fome apparent influence upon
every adminifiration ; and every (et of miniflers pre-
ferved an appearance of duration, as long as they
fubmitted to that mfluence. But there were certain
fervices to be performed for the Favorite's fecurity,
or to gratify his refentments, which your prede-
cellors in office had the wifdom or the virtue not
to undertake. .The moment this refratory fpirit
was difcovered , their difgrace was determined.
Lord Chatham, Mr Grenville, and L uzd Rocking-
ham have fueceflively had the 1101101 to be difm 1Lcd
for pi'efarrmg their duty, as fervants of the public,
to thole compliances which were expeéted from
their ftation. A fubmifflive adminiftration was at laft
gradually collefted from the deferters ofall parties,
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interefts , and connexions: and nothing remained
but to find a leader for thefe gallant well-difcip-
lined troops. Stand forth, my Lord, for thou art
the man. Lord Bute found no refource of depen-
dence or fecurity in the proud, impofing fuperi-
ority of Lord Chatham’s abilities, the fhrewd inflex-
ible judgment of Mr. Grenville , nor in the mild
but determined integrity of Lord Rockingham. His
views and fituation required a creature void of all
thefe properties ; and he was forced to go through
every divifion, refolution, compofition, and refine-
ment of political chemifiry, before he happily ar-
rived at the caput mortuum of vitriol in your Grace.
Flat and infipid in your retired flate, but brought
into alion you become vitriolagain. Such are the
extremes of alternate indolence or fury, which have
governed your whole adminiftration. Your circum-
ftances with regard to the people foon becoming
defperate, like other honeft fervants, you determined
to involve the beft of mafters in the {fame difliculties
with yourfelf. We owe it to your Grace’s - well-
direfted labors, that your Sovereign has been per-
fuaded to doubt of the affections of his fubjecls,
and the people to fufpect the virtues of their Sove-
reign, at a time when both were unquefticnable.
You have degraded the Royal dignity into a bafe,
difhonorable competition with Mr. Wilkes, nor had
you abilities to carry even the lalt contemptible
triumph over a private man, without the groffeft
violation of the fundamental laws of the conflitution
and rights of the people. But thefe are rights, my
Lord, which you can no more annihilate, than you
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can the foil to which they are annexed. The queftion
no longer turns upon points of national honor and
fecurity abroad, or on the degrees of expedience
and propriety of meafures at home. It was notin-
confiftent that you fhould abandon the caufe of li-
berty in another country, which you had perfecuted
in your own; and in the common arts of domeflic
corruption, we mifs no part of Sir Robert Walpole’s
{yftem except hisabilities. In this humbleimitative
line, you might long have proceeded, fafe and con-
temptible. You might probably never have rifen to
the dignity of being hated, and even have been
defpifed with moderation. Butit feems you meant
to bediftinguifhed, and, to a mind like yours, there
was no other road to fame but by the deftruction
of a noble fabric, which you thought had been too
long the admiration of mankind. The ufe you have
made of the military force introduced an alarming
change in the mode of executing the laws. The
arbitrary appointment of Mr. Luttrell invades the
foundation of the laws themfelves, as it manifefily
transfers the right of legiflation from thofe whom
the people have chofen, to thofe whom they have
rejeted. With a focceflion of fuch appointments,
we may foon {ee a houfe of commons eolleéled, in
the choice of which the other towns and counties
of England will have as little Thare as the devoted
county of Middlefex.

Yet I troft your Grace will find that the people
of this country are neither to be intimidated by
violent mealures , nor deceived by refinements.

When they fee Mr. Luttrell feated in the houfe
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of commons by mere dint of power, and indireét
oppofition to the choice of a whole country, they
will not liften to thofe [ubtleties, by which every
arbitrary exertion of authority is explained into
the law and privilege of parliament. It requires
no perfuafion of arqument, butfimply the evidence
of the fenfes, to convince them, that to transfer
the right of eleftion from the colleltive to the
reprefenﬂtwe body of the people, contradiéls all
thofe ideas of a houfe of commons, which they
have received from their forefathers, and which
they had already, though vainly perhaps, delivered
to their children. The principles, on which this
violent meafure has been defended, have added
fcorn to injury, and forced us to feel, that we
are not only opprefled but infulted.

With what force, my Lord, with what protec-
tion, are you prepared to meet the united detef-
tation of the people of England? The city of
London has given a generous example to the king-
dom, in what mannera king of this country ought
to be addreffed ; and I f;mcy, my Lord, it isnot
yet in your courage to ftand between your Sove-
reign and the addrefles of his fubjects, The inju-
ries you have done this country are fuch as demand
not only redrefs, but vengeance. In vain fhall you
look for protection to that venal vote, which you
have already paid for —another muft be purchafed ;
and to fave a minifter, the houfe of commons
muft declare themfelves not only independent of
their conftituents, but the determined enemies of
the conftitution. Confider, my Lord, whether
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this be an extremity to which their fears will permit
them to advance; if their proteflion fhould fail
you , how far youn are authorized to rely upon the
fincerity of thofe fmiles, which a pious court la-
vifhes without reluctance upon a libertine by pro-
feflion. It is not indeed the leaft of the thoufand
contradictions which attend you,' that a man,
marked to the world by the grofleft violation of
all ceremony and decorum, fhould be the firft
{ervant of a court, in which prayers are morality,
and kneeling is religion. Truft not too far to
appearances, by which your predeceffors have
been deceived , though they have not been injured.
Even the beft of princes may at laft difcover,
that this is a contention, in which every thing
may be loft, but nothing can be gained; and as
you became minifter by accident, were adopted
without choice, trufted without confidence, and
continued without favor , be aflured that, when-

ever an occafion preffes, you will be difcarded

without even the forms of regret. You will then
have realon to be thankful, if you are permitted
to retire to that feat of learning , which, in cen-
templation of the fyftem of your life, the compara-
tive purity of your manners with thofe of their
high fteward , and a thoufand other recommending
circumftances, has chofen you to encourage the
growing virtue of their youth , and to prefide cver
their education. Whenever the fpirit of diftributing
prebends and bithoprics fhall have departed from
you, you will find thatlearned feminary perfeélly
recovered from the delirium of an inflallation, and,

what
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what in truth it ought to be, once more a peaceful
fcene of flumber and thoughtles meditation. The
venerable tutors of the univerfity will no longer
diftrefs your modefly, by propofing you for a
pattern to their pupils, The learned dulnefs of
declamation will be filent; and even the wvenal
mufe , though happieft in fiction, will forget your
virtues. Yet, for the benefit of the fucceeding
age, I could wifh that your remreat might be
deferred , until your morals thall happily beripen-
ed to that maturity of corruption, at which the
worft examples ceale to be contagious.

JUNIUS:

LETTER IX

T0 THE PRINTER CF THE FPUBLIC ADVERTISER,

SIR; 19. Fuly, 176q.

A Great deal of ulelels argument might have
been faved, in the political conteft, which has
arifen from the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes, and the
fublequent appointment of Mr. Luttrell, if the
queftion had been once ftated with precifion, to
the fatisfaction of each party, and clearly underfiood
by them both. Butin this,as in almoft every other
difpute, it ufually happens that much time is loft
in referring to a multitude of cafes and precedents,
which prove nothing to the purpofe, or in main+
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