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THE melancholy duty of examining the Papers
of my deceafed Friend devolved uponme ata time
when I was deprefled by fevere afflictions.

In that ftate of mind, Ihefitated to undertake the
talk of fele@ingand preparing his Manufcripts for the
prefs. The warmth of my early and longattachment
to Mr. Gibbon made me confcious of a paruality,
which it was not proper to indulge, efpecially in
revifing many of his juvenile and unfinifhed compo-
fitions. I bad to guard, not only againft a fenti-~
ment like my own, which I found extenfively
diffufed, but alfoagainft the eagernefs occafioned by
a very general curiofity to fee in print every literary
relick, however imperfe@, of fo diftinguifhed a
writer.

Being aware how difgracefully Authors of Emi-
nence have been often treated, by an indifcreet
pofthumous publication of fragments and carelefs
effufions ; when 1 had feleéted thofe Papers which
to myfelf appeared the fitteft for the public eye,
I confulted fome of our common friends, whom
I knew to be equally anxious with myfelf for
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Mr. Gibbon’s fame, and fully competent, from
their judgment , to protedt 1t.

Under fuch a {an&ion it 1s, that, no longer
fufpe@ing mylelf to view through too favorable a
medium the compofitions of my Friend, 1 now
venture to publifh them : and it may here be proper
to give fome information to the Reader, refpeting

the Contents of thele Volumes.

The moft important part confifts of Memoirs of
Mr. Gibbon’s Life and Writings, a work which
he feems to have projeed with peculiar {olici~
tude and attention, and of which he left Six dif-
ferent fketches, all in his own hand-writing. One
of thefe fketches, the moft diffufe and circumftan-
tial, fo far as it proceeds, ends at the time when
he quitted Oxford. Another at the year 1764,
when he travelled to Italy. A third, at his father's
death, in 1770. A fourth , which he continued
to a lhort time after his return to Laufanne in 1788,
appears in the form of Annals, much lefs detailed
than the others. The two remaining [ketches are
ftill more imperfe&. Itis difficult to difcover the
order in which thele feveral Pieces were written,
but there is reafon to believe that the moft -
copious was the laft. From all thefe the follow-
ing Memoirs have been carcfully feleCted, and
put together,
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My hefitation in giving thefe Memoirs to the
world arofe, principally, from the circumflance
of Mr. Gibbon’s appearing, in fome refpet, not
to have been fatisfied with them , as he had fo
frequently varied their form : yet, notwithftanding
this diffidence, the compofitions, though unfinithed,
are {o excellent, that they may juftly entitle my
Friend to appear as his own biographer, rather
than to have that talk undertaken by any other
perfon lefls qualified forit.

This opinion has rendered me anxious to publifh
the prefent Memoirs, without any unnecefary
delay; forI am perfuaded, thatthe Author ofthem
cannot be made to appearin a truer light than he
does in the following pages. In them, and in his
different Letters, which I have added, will be
found a complete piture of his talents, his difpo-
fition , his fludies, and his attainments,

Thofe flight variations of charalter, which na-
turally arofe in the progrefs of his Life, will be un~
folded in a feries of Letters, feleted froma Cors
re[pondence between him and myfelf, which con-
tinued fully thirty years, and ended with his
death.

Itis to be lamented , that all the fketches of the
Memoirs , except that compofed in the form of
Annals, and which feems rather defigned as heads
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for a future Work , ceafe about twenty years before
Mr. Gibbon's death; and confequently, that we
have theleaft detailed account of the moft interefting
part of his Life. His Correfpondence during that
period will, in great meafure, fupply the defi-
ciency. It will be feparated from the Memoirs
and placed in an Appendix, that thofe who are
not difpofed to be pleafed with the repetitions,
familiarities, and trivial circumftances of epiftolary
writing, may not be embarraflfed by it. By many,
the Letters will be found a very interefting part of
the prefent Publication. - They will prove, how
pleafant, friendly, and amiable Mr. Gibbon was in
private life; and if, in publifhing Letters fo flatter-
ing to myfelf, I incur the imputation of vanity, I
fhall meet the charge with a frank confeflion, that
Y am indeed highly vain of having enjoyed, for fo
many years, the efleem, the confidence, and the affec~
tion ofa man, whofe focial qualities endeared him to
the moft accomplifhed fociety, and whole talents,
greatas they were, muft be acknowledged to have
been fully equalled by the fincerity of his friendfhip.

Whatever cenfure may be pointed againft the
Editor, the Public will fet a due value on the Let-
ters for their intrinfic merit. I muft, indeed, be
blinded , cither by vanity or affe&ion, if they do
not difplay the heart and mind of their Author, in
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fuch a manner as juftly to increafe the number of
his admirers.

I have not. been folicitous to garble or expunge
paflages which , to fome, may appear trifling.
Such paffages will often, in the opinion of the ob-
ferving Reader, mark the chara&ter of the Writer,
and the omiffion of them would materially take
from the eafe and familiarity of authentic letters.

Few men, I believe, have ever fo fully unveiled
their own chara&er, by a minute narrative of their
{entiments and purfuits, as Mr. Gibbon will here
be found to have done; not with fludy and labor
—notwith anaffe@ed franknefs—butwith a genuine
confeflion of his little foibles and peculiarities,
and a good-humored and natural difplay of his
own condu& and opinions.

. Gibbon began a Journal, a work diftin&
from the fketches already mentioned, in the early
part of his Life , with the following declaration :

«¢ I propofe from this day, Auguft 24th 1701,
s to keepan exad Journal of my a&ions and ftudies,
¢« both to aflit my memory, and to accuftom me
«¢ to {et a due value on my time. I fhall begin by
¢ fetting down fome few events of my paft life,
«c the dates of which I can remember.”

This induftrious proje& he purfued occafionally
in French, under various titles, and with the minute=
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nefs , fidelity , and liberality of a mind refolved to
watch over and improve itfelf.

‘The Journal is continued under different titles ,
and 1s fometimes very concife, and fometimes fingu-
farly detailed. One part of it is entitled «« My
¢¢ Journal,” another ¢¢ Ephemerides, orJournal of
¢ myAdtions, Studies;and Opinions.” The other
parts are entiided , ¢« Ephémerides, ou Journal de
¢¢ ma Vie, de mes Etudes, & de mes Sentimens.”
In this Journal, among the moft trivial circumflances,
are mixed very interefling obfervations and differta-
tions on a Satire of Juvenal, a Paffage of Homer,
or of Longinus, orofany other author whofe works
he happened to read in the courfe of the day; and he
often paffes from a Remark on the moft common
event, to a critical Difquifition of confiderable lear-
ning , or an Inquiry into fome abftrufe point of
Philofophy.

It certainly was not hisintention that this private
and motley Diary fhould be prefented to the Public ;
nor have I thought myfelf at liberty to prefentit, in
the (hapein which heleftit. But by reducingitto an
account of kis litcmry occupations, it formed fo fingu-
lar and fo interefting a portrait of an indefatigable
Student, that I perfuade mylelf it will be regarded as
2 valuable acquifition by the Literary World, and as
an accellion of fame to the memory of my Friend,
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With the Extra&ts from Mr. Gibbon’s Journal will
be printed, his Differtations entitled ¢ Extraits
¢¢ raifonnés demes Leftures: ™ and ¢¢<Recueil de mes
¢¢ Obfervations, & Piéces détachées fur differens
i¢ Sujets.” A few other paflages from other parts
of the Journals, introduced in Notes, will make a
curious addition to the Memoirs.

His Firlt Publication, ¢ Effai {ur 'Etude de la
¢¢ Littérature,” with corre&tions and additions from
an interleaved copy which my Friend gave to me
{everalyears ago, is reprintedas part of thefe volumes.

Threemore of his fmaller Publications are alfo re-
printed. 1. His mafterly Criticifm on the Sixth Book
of Virgil , in anfwer to Bifhop Warburton. 2. His
own Vindication ofthe Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chap-
ters ofhis Hiftory, in anfwer to Mr. Davis and others.
And 3. His « Réponfe a 'Expofé de laCour de
¢ France,”—an occafional compofition , which ob-
tained thehigheftapplaufe in Foreign Courts, and of
which he fpoke to me with fome pleafure, obferving
that it had been tranflated even into the Turkifh
language *.

Of thefe various writings-the Author has {poken
himfelf, in defcribing his own Life. I have yetto

# AtPeterfburgh and Viennaitwas currently obferved by the Corns
Diplomatique, that the Englifh Miniftry had publifhed 2 Memorial

written not only with great ability , but alfo in French, fo corred,
that they mull have employed a Frenchman.
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notice fome articles not mentioned in his Memoirs,
and which will be found in this Publication. 1. A
juvenile fketch, entitled, ««Outlines of th'e Hiftory of
¢ the World.” 2. A Diflertation, which he had
fhown to a few friends , on that curious {ubjeét,
¢« L’Homme au Mafque de Fer.” 3. A more confi-
derable work, ¢« The Antiguities of the Houfe of
¢¢ Brunfwick ;” a hiflorical difcourfe, compoled
about the year 17go. In this Work heintended to
appropriate feparate books, 1. To the Italian defcent;
2. To the Germanicreign: and, 3. Tothe Britifh Suc-
ceflion of the Houfe of Brunfwick. The Manufcript
clofes in completing the Italian branch ofhisfubject.

Amongthemoft fplendid paflages of that unfinifh-
ed work may be enumerated, the charaéters of Leib-
nitz and Muratoni : A [ketch of Albert-Azo the
Second, a prince who retained his faculties and re-
putation beyond the age of one hundred years : An
account of Padua and its univerfity, and remarks on
the epic glory of Ferrara.

Thelalt Paper of thefe Volumes has the mournful
attradtion of being a [ketch interrupted by death, and
affordsanhonorable proofthat myFriend’s ardor for
the promotion of hiftorical knowledge attended him
to the laft. Itis entitled merely, ¢« An Addrefs;” and
exprefles a with that our Latin memorials of the
middle ages, the ¢ Sciptores Rerum Anglicarum,”
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may be publifhed in England, in a manner worthy
of the fubje&, and of the country. He mentions
Mr. John Pinkerton as a perfon well qualified for the
condu& of fuch a national undertaking. i

In the colle@ion of writings which ITam now fend-
ing to the prefs, there is no article that will fo much
engage the public attention as the Memoirs. Iwill
sherefore clofeall I meantofayas their Editor, by
affuring the Reader, that, although I have in fome
meafure newly arranged thofe interefting Papers, by
forming one regular narrative from theSix different
(ketches, I have neverthelefs adhered with fcrupu-
lous fidelity to the very words of their Author ; and
1 ufe the letter S. to mark fuch Notes of my own, as
it feemed neceffary to add.

Ttremains only to exprefsa wifh, thatin difcharg-
ing this lateft office of affedtion, my regard to the
memory of my Friend may appear, as I truft it
will do, proportioned to the high fatisfa&tion which
1 enjoyed for many years in poflefling his entire
confidence and very partial attachment.

SHEFFIELD.

SHEFFIELD-PLACE,

6th Aug. 1795,
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MEMOIRS
0O F
MY ETEE AND WRITINGS.

e

EN the fifty-fecond year of my age, after the com=
pletion of an arduous and fuccefsful work , I now
propofe to employ fome moments of my leifure in
reviewing the fimple tranfactions of a private and
Literary life. Truth, naked, unblufhing truth, the
firlt virtue of more ferious hiftory , muft be the fole
recommendation of this perfonal narrative. The ftyle
fhall be fimple and familiar : but ftyle is. the image
of character; and the habits of correct writing may '
produce, without labor or defign, theappearance
of artand ftudy. My own amufement is my motive,,
and will be my reward: and if thefle fheets are' com-
municated to fome difcreet and indulgent friends,
they will be {ecreted from the public eye till the
author fhall be removed beyond the reach of
criticifm or ridicule .

A lively defire of knowing and of recording our
anceltors fo generally prevails, that it muft depend
on-the influence of fome common principle in the
minds of men. We feem to havelived in the perfons
of our forefathers; it is the labor and reward of
vanity to extend the term of this ideal longevity.
Our imagination is always active to enlarge the nar-
row circle in which Nature has confined us. Fifty
or a hundred years may be allotted to an individual,

but we ftep forwards beyond death with fuch hopes
Vor. K B
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asreligion and philofophy will fuggélt ; and we fil
up the filent vacancy that precedes our birth, by
aflociating ourlelves to the authors of our exiftence.
Our calmer judgment will rather tend to mederate,
than to fupprels, the pride of an ancient and worthy
race. The fatyrilt may laugh, the philofopher may
preach ; but Reafon herfelf will refpec the prejudi-
ces and habits, which have beca confecrated by the
experience of mankind.

Wherever the diftin&ion of birth is allowed to
form a fuperior order in the ftate, education and
example (hould always, and will often, produce
among them a dignity of {fentiment and propriety of
condué, which is guarded from difhonor by their
own and the public efteem. If we read of fome illuf-
trious line fo ancient that it has no beginning, fo
worthy thatit ought to have no end, we fympathize
in its various fortunes; nor can we blame the ge-
nerous enthufialm, or even the harmlefs vanity, of
thofe who are allied to the honors of its name. For
my own part, could ldraw my pedigree from a ge-
neral, a ftatefman, ora celebrated author, I fhould
ftudy their lives with the diligence of filiallove. In
the inveftigation of palt events, our curiofity is
ftimulated by the immediate or indireé reference to
ourfelves; but in the eftimate of honor we (hould
learn to value the gifts of Nature above thofe of

- Fortune; to efteem in ouranceltors the qualities that

belt promote the interelts of fociety; and to pro-
nounce the defcendant of a king lefs truly noble
than the offspring of a man of genius, whofe wsitings
will inftruét or delight the latelt pofterity. The
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family of Confucius is, in my opinion, the moft
illultrious in the world. After a painful afcent of
eight or ten centuries, our barons and princes of
Europe are loft in the darknels of the middle ages;
but, in the vaft equality of the empire of China, the
polterity of Confucius have maintained, above two
thoufand two hundred years, their peaceful honors
and per pecml fucceflion. The chief of the family is
fill revered, by the fovereign and the people, asthe
lively image of the wifeft of mankind. The vobility
of the Spencers has been illuftrated and enriched by
the trophies of Marlborough ; but I exbort them to
confider the Fairy QOueen as the moft precious jewel
of their coronet. 1 have expofed my private feelings,
as | hallalways do, without fcruple or referve. That
thefe fentiments are juft, or at leaft natural, 1 am
inclined to believe, fince | do not feel myfelf intereft=
ed in the caufe; for Ican derive from my anceftors
neither glory nor fhame.

Yet a fincere and fimple narrative of my own life
may amufe fome of my leifure hours; but it will
fubject me, and perhaps with juflice, to the impu-
tation of vanity. I may judge , however, from the
experience both of paft and of the prefent times, that
the publicare always curious to know the men, who
have left behind them any image of theirminds : the
moft fcanty accounts of fuch men are corupiled with
diligence, and perufed with eagernefs; and the
ftudent of every clals may derive a leflon, or an
example, from the lives moft fimilar to his own.
My name may hereafter be placed among the thou-

fand articles of a Biographia Britannica; and I muft
B2




4 MEMOIRS OF

be confcious, that no one is fo well qualified, as
myfelf, to defcribe the feries of my thoughts and
actions. The authority of my mafters, of the grave
Thuanus, and the philofophic Hume, might be
fufficient to jultify my defign; but it would not be
difficult to produce a long lift of ancients and mo-
derns, who, in various forms, have exhibited their
own portraits. Such portraits are ofien the moftin.
terefting, and fometimes the only interefting parts of
their writings ; and, if they be fincere , we feldom
complain of the minutenefs or prolixity of thefe per-
fonal memorials. The lives of the younger Pliny,
of Petrarch, and of Erafmus, are exprefled in the
epiftles, which they themlfelves have given to the
world. The eflays of Montagne and Sir William
Temple bring us home to the houfes and bofoms of
theauthors: we fmile without contempt at the head-
ftrong paflions of Benevenuto Cellini, and the gay
follies of Colley Cibber. T he confcflions of St. Auf~
tin and Roufleau difclofe the fecrets of the human
heart : the commentaries of the lcarned Huet have
furvived his evangelical demonftration; and the
memoirs of Goldoni are more truly dramatic than
hisltalian comedies. The heretic and the churchman
are {trongly marked in the charaders and fortunes
of Whifton and Bifbhop Newton ; and even the
dullnels of Michael de Marolles and Anthony

Vood acquires fome value from the faithful repre-
fentation of men and manners. That I am equal or
fuperior to fome of thefe, the effe@ts of modefty or
affectation cannot force me to diffemble.
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My family is originally derived from the county
of Kent. The fouthern diftrié¢t, which borders on
Suffex and the fea, was formerly overfpread with
the great foreft Anderida, and even now retains the
denomination of the Heald, or Woodland. In this
diftric, and in the hundred and parifh of Rolvenden,
the Gibbons were poflefled of lands in the yearone
thoufand three hundred and twenty-fix; and the
elder branch of the family, without much increafe or
diminution of property, [ill adheres to its native
foil. Fourteen years after the firRt appearance of his
name, John Gibbon is recorded as the Marmorarius
or architeét of King Edward the Third: the ftrong
and ftately caltle of Queenfborough, which guarded
the enrrance of the Medway, was a monument of
his (kill; and the grant of a hereditary toll on the
paflage from Sandwich to Stonar, in the Ifle of
Thanet , is the reward of no vulgar artit. In the
vifitations of the heralds, the Gibbonsare frequently
mentioned : they held the rank of Efquirein an age,
when that title was lefs promifcuoufly affumed:
one of them, under the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
was captain of the militia of Kent ; and a free fchool ,
in the neighbouring town of Benenden, proclaims
the charity and opulence of its founder. But'time, or
their own obfcurity, has caft a veil of oblivion over
the virtues and vices of my Kentifh anceftors ; their
charaéter or ftation confined them to the labors and
plealures of a rural life : nor isitin my power to follow
the advice of the Poet, in an inquiry after a name —

Go! fearch it there , where to be born, and die,
Of rich and poor makes allthe hiflory.
B3
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So recent is the inftitution of our parifh regifters Tn
the beginning of the feventeenth century, a younger
branch of the Gibbons of Rolvenden migrated from
the country to the city; and from this branch I do
notblufh to defcend. The law requires fome abilities ;
the church impafes fome reftraints; and before our
army and navy, our civil eftablithments, and India
empire, had opened fo many paths of fortune , the
mercantile profeffion was more frequently chof n by
youths of a liberal race and education, who afpired
to create their own independence. Our moft refpec-
table families have not difdained the counting-
houfe, or even the fhop ; rheir names are inrol'ed
in the Livery and Companies of London; and in
England, as well as in the Italian commonwealths,
heralds have been compelled to declare, that gen-
tility is notdegraded by the exercife of trade.

The armorial enfigns which | in the times of chi-
valry, adorned the creft and fhield of the foldier, are
now become an empty decoration, which every man,
who has money to build a carriage, may paint accor-
ding to his fancy on the pannels. My family arms
are the fame, which were borne by the Gibbons of
Kent in an age, when the College of Heralds reli-
gioufly guarded the diftinctions of blood and name:
a lion rampant gardant, between three {challop-
fhells Argent, on a field Azure.® 1 fhould not
however have been tempted to blazon my coat of
arms , were it not conneéed with a whimfical anec-
dote. — About the reign of James the Firft, the three
harmlefls fchallop-fhells were changed by Edmund
Gibbon efg. into three Ogreffes , or female cannibals,
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with a defign of ftigmatizing three ladies , his kinf-
women , who had provoked him by an unjuft law-
fuit. But this fingular mode of revenge, for which
he obtained the fanétion of Sir William Seagar, king
atarms, foon expired with its author; and, on his
own monument in the Temple church, the monfters
vanith , and the three {challop - fhells refume their
proper and hereditary place.

Our alliances by marriage it is not difgraceful to
mention. - The chief honor of my anceftry is James
Fiens, Baron Say and Seale,and Lord High Treafurer
of England, in the reign of Henry the Sixth ; from
whom by the Phelips, the Whetnalls, and the Cro-
mers. I am lineally defcended in the eleventh degree.
His difmiffion and imprifonment in the Tower were
infufficient to appeafe the popular clamor; and the
Treafurer, with his fon-in-law Cromer; was be-
headed ( 1450), after a mock trial by the Kentifh in-
furgents. The black lift of his offences, as itis exhibie
ted in Shakfpeare, difplays the ignorance and envy
of a plebeian tyrant. Befides the vague reproaches
of felling Maine and Normandy to the Dauphin,
the Treafurer is fpecially accufed of luxury, for
riding on a foot cloth; and of treafon, for {peak-
ing French, the language of our ennemies: ** Thou
« haft moft tI‘HI!‘C‘rOL‘lHy corrupted the youth of the
realm, *“ fays Jack Cade to the unfortunate Lord,
in ere@ting a grammar {chool ; and whereas before
our forefathers had no other books than the fcore
and the tally, thou haft caufed printing to be ufed;
and, contrary to the king, his crown, and digunity,
thou haft built a paper-mill. It will be proved to
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¢ thy face, that thou halt men about thee, who
“ ufually talk of a noun and a verb, and fuch abomi.
nable words, as no chriftian ear can endure to hear.”
Our dramatic poetis generally more attentive to char-
acter than to hiftery ; and I much fear that the art of
printing was notintroduced into England, till feveral
years after Lord Say’s death: but of fome of thefe me-
ritorious crimes I fhould hope to find my anceltor
guilty ; and a man of letters may be proud of his
defcent from a patron and martyr of learning,

In the beginning of the lalt century Robert Gib-
bon efg. of Rolvenden in Kent, ( whodied in 16:8,)
bad a fon of the fame name of Robert, who fettled
in London, and became a member of the Clothwork-=
ers’ Company. His wife was a daughter of the
Edgars, who flourifhed about four hundred years in
the county of Suffolk, and produced an eminent
and wealthy ferjeant-at-law , Sir Gregory Edgar,
in the reign of Henry the Seventh. Of the fons of
Robert Gibbon, (who died in1643,) Matthew did
not afpire above the ftation of a linen - draper in
Leadenhall - fireet; but John has given tothe public
fome curious memorials of his exiftence, his cha-
racter, and his family. He was born on the 3d of
November in the year 1629 ; his cducation was
liberal, at a grammar-fchool, and afterwards in Jefus
College at Cambridge ; and he celebrates the retired
content which he enjoyed at Allefborough in Wor.
cefterfhire, in the houfe of Thomas Lord Coventry,
where John Gibbon was employed as a domeftic
tutor, the fame office which Mr. Hobbes exercifed
in the Devonthire family. But the fpirit of my

111
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kinfman foon immerged into more active life : he
vifired foreign countries as a foldier and atrav cl]er,
acquired the knowledge of the French and Spanifh
languages, paffed fome time in the Ifle of Jerfey,
crofled the Ac!mtlc, and refided upwards ofa twelve-
month (1659) in therifing colony of Virginia. In
this remote province, his talte , or rather paffion,
for heraldry found a fingular gratification at a war-
dance of the native Indians. As they moved in mea-
fured [teps, brandifhing their tomahawks, his curious
eye col:templated their litcle fhields of bark'and
their naked bodies, which were painted with the
colors and fymbols of his favorite fcience. ¢ At
“ which T exceedingly wondered ; and concluded
* that heraldry was ingrafted naturally into the fenfe
* of human race. If fo, it defervesa greater efteem
than now a days 1s put upon it. ” His return to
England after the F d vmon was foon followed by
e — his fettlement in a houfe in St. Cathe-
N

(11

his marriag g
rine’s Cloifter, near the Tower, which devolved
to my grandfather — and his introdu@ion into the
Herald’s College (in 1671 ) by the ftyle and title of
Blue-mantle Purfuivant at Arms. In this office he
enjoyed near fifty years the rare fel 1

in the fame purfuit, his duty and inclination : his
name is rememberd in the College, and many of
his letters are ftill preferved. Several of the molt
refpe&table charadters of the age, Sir William Dug.
dale, Mr. Afhmole, ™~. John Betts, and Dr. Nehe-
miah Grew, were his friends; and in the fociety of
fuch men, John Gibbon may be recorded without
difgrace as the member of an aftrological club. The
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ftudy of hereditary honors is favorable to the Royal
prerogative: and my kinfman, like moft of his family,
was a high Tory both in church and ftate. In the
latter end of the reign of Charles the Second, his pen
was exercifed in the caufe of the Duke of York; the
Republican faction he moft cordially detefted; and
as each animal is confcious of its proper arms, the
berald’s revenge was emblazoned ona moft diaboli-
cal efcutcheon. But the triumph of the Whig govern-
ment checked the preferment of Blue.mantle; and
he was even fufpended from his office, till histongue
could learn to pronounce the oath of abjuration.
His life was prolonged to the age of ninety;and, in
the expectation of the inevitable though uncertain
hour, he wifhes to preferve the bleffings of health,
competence, and virtue. In the year 1682 he pub.
lithed at London his Introduétio ad Latinam Blafo-
niam, an original attempt, which Camden had defi-
derated, to define, in a Roman idiom, the terms and
attributes of a Gothicinftitution. It is not two years
fince I acquired, in a foreign land, fome domeftic
intelligence of my own family ; and this intelligence
was conveyed to Switzerland from the heart of
Germany. I had formed an acquaintance with Vir,
Langer, a lively and ingenious {cholar, while he
refided at Laufanne as preceptor to the Hereditary
Prince of Brunfwick. On his return to his proper
ftation of Librarian te the Ducal Library of Wolfen-
buttel, he accidentally found among fome literary
rubbifb a fmall old Englith volume of heraldry, in-
fcribed with the name of Jokin Gibbon. From the title
only Mr. Langer judged that it mightbean acceptable
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prefent to his friend ; and he judged rightly. His
s manner is quaint and affected; his order is confuled

) but he difplays fome wit, more reading, and (hll
: more enthufiafm; and if an enthufialt be ofien abfurd,
j he is never languid. An Englifh text is perpetually
d interfperfed with Latin fentences in profe and verfe;
¢ but in his own poetry he claims an exemption from
] the laws of profody. Amidfta profufion of genealo-
' gical knowledge, my kinfman could not be forgetful
l of his own name ; and to him I am indebted for
E almoft the whole of my information concerning the
L Gibboa familv. From this fmall work (a duodecimo
i of one hundred and fixty five pages) the author ex-
i pected immortal fame: and at the conclufion of his
h’ labor he fings, in a ftrain of felf-exultation;

& Uflque hue corriginee Romana Blafonia per me;
Verborumque dehinc barbara forma cadat.
Hic liber. in meritum fi forfitan incidet ufum,

Teftis rite mee fedulitatis erit.
ol wicquid agat Zoilus, ventura fatebitur etas

I Artis quod fueram non Clypearis inops.

:131 Such are the hgpes of authors ! In the failure of thofe
I hn?es John Gibbon has not been the firft of his pro-
1 feffion ; and very poffibly may not be thelalt of his
"rl‘u‘ name. His brother Matthew Gibbon the draper,
# had one daughter and two fons — my grandfather
; Edward, who was born in the year 1666 and Tho-
o

mas, afterwards Dean of Carlifle. According to the
mercantile creed, that the be@ book is a profitable
ledger, the writings of John the herald would be
much lels precious, than thofe of his nephew Ed ward :
but an author profeffes at leaft to write for the public
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benefit; and the flow balance of trade can be pleafing
to thofe perfons only, to whom it is advantageous.
The fuccelsful induliry of my grand father raifed
him above the level of his immediate anceltors; he
appears to have launched nto various and extenfive
dealings: even his opinions were fubordinate to his
intereft; and 1 find him in Flanders clothing King
William’s troops, while he would have contracted
with more pleafure, though not perhaps at a cheaper
rate, for the fervice of King James. During his refi-
dence abroad his concerns at home were managed
by his mother Hefter, an a&ive and notable woman.
Her fecond hufband wasa widower, of the name of
Acton : they united the children of their firft nuptials,
After his marriage with the daughter of Richard
A&on, goldlmith in Leadenhall-ftreet, he gave his
own fifter to Sir Whitmore A&on, of Aldenham;
and | am thus conneé&ed, by a triple alliance, with
that ancient and loyal family of Shropthire baronets.
It confified about thar time of feven brothers, all of
gigantic {tature; one of whom, a pigmy of fix feet
two inches, confeffed himfelf the laft and leaft of the
feven ; adding, in the true fpirit of party, that fuch
men were not born fince the Revolution. Under the
Tory adminiftration of the four laft yedrs of Queen
Anne (1710 —17i4) Mr, Edward Gibbon was ap-=
pointed one ofthe Commiffioners of the Cultoms;
he fat at that Board with Prior: but the merchant
was better qualified for his ftation than the poet ;
fince Lord Bolingbroke has been heard to declare,
that he had never converfed with a man, who more
clearly underitood the commerce and finances of
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England. In the year 1716 be was elected one of the
Direcors of the South Sea Company ; and his books
exhibited che proof that, before his acceptance of
this fatal office, he had acquired an independent
fortune of fixty thoufand pounds.

But his fortune was overwhelmed in the fhip-
wreck of the year twenty, and the labors of thirty
years were blalted in a fingle day. Of che ufe or
abufe of the South Sea fcheme, of the guilt or inno-
cence of my grandfather and his brother Diredors,
I am neither a competent nor a difinterefted judge.
Yet the equity of modern times mult condemn the
violent and arbitrary proceedings , which would
havedifgraced the caufe of juftice, and would rende
injuftice Rill more odious. No fooner had the nation
awakened from its golden dream, than a popular
and even a parliamentary clamor demanded their
victims: but it was acknowledged on all fides that
the South Saa Directors, however guilty, could not
be touched by any known laws of the lands. The
fpeech of Lord Molefworth, the author of the State
of Denmark, may {how the temper, or rather the
intemperance, of the Houfe of Commons, © Extra.
* ordinary crimes (exclaimed that ardent Whig) call
aloud for extraordinary remedies. The Roman
lawgivers had not forefeen the poffible exiftence
of a parricide: but as foon as the firt monfter ap-
peared, he was fown ina fack, and caft headlong
nto the river; and I fhall be content to inflict the
{ame treatment on the authors of our prefent ruin.”
His motion was not literally adopted; but a bill of
pains and penalties was introduced, a retroactive

(13
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ftatute, to punifh the offences, which did not exift
at the time they were committed. Sucha pernicious
violation of liberty and law can be excufed only by
the moft imperious neceflity; nor could it be defen=
ded on this occafion by the plea of impending danger
or ufcful example. The legiflature reftrained the
perfons of the Directors, impofed an exorbitant
fecurity for their appearance, and marked their
characters with a previous note of ignominy: they
were compelled to deliver, upon oath, the firict
value of their eftates; and were difabled from mak-
ing any traasfer or alienation of any part of their
property. Againft a bill of pains and penalties it is
the common right of every fubje& to be heard by
his counfel at the bar: they prayed to be beard; their
prayer was refufed; and their oppreffors, who
required no evidence, would liften to no defence.
It had been at firlt propofed that one eighth of their
refpe@ive eftates thould be allowed for the future
fupport of the Direcors; but it was fpecionl'y urged,
that in the various (hades of opulence and guilt fuch
an unequal proportion would betoo light formany,
and for fome might pofiibly be too heavy. The cha.
racter and conduét of each man were fepnmte}y
weighed; but inftead of the calm folemnity of a
judicial inquiry, the fortune and honor of threc-and-
thirty Englithmen were made the topic of hafty con-
ver{ition, the fport of a lawlefs majority; and the
balelt member of the committee, by a malicious
word or filent vote, might indulge his general
fpleen or perfonal animofity. Injury was aggravated
by infult, and infult was imbittered by plealantry,
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Allowances of twenty pounds, or one fhilling, were
facetioufly moved. A vague report thata Diredtor
had formerly been concerned in @nother projed, by
which fome unknown perfons had loft their money,
was admitted as a proof of his actual guilt. One man
was rmned becaule he had dropt a foolifh fpeech,
that his horfes (hould feed upongold ; another be-
caufe he was grown fo proud, that, one day at the
Treafury, he had refufed a civil anfwer to perfons
much above him. All were condemned, abfent and
wheard, in arbitrary fines and forfeitures, which
fweptaway the greateft part of their fubfance. Such
bold opprellion can fearcely be fhielded by the omni-
potence of parliament: and yet it may be ferioufly
queltioned, whether the Judges of the South Sea
Directors were the true and legal reprefentatives of
their country. The firlt parliament of George the
Firlt had been chofen (1715) for three years: the term
had elapfed, their truft was cxpired; and the four
additional years (1718 —1722), during which they
continued to fit, were derived not from the people,
but from themfelves; from the ftrong meafure of the
feptennial bill, which can only be paralleled by il
Jerrar di configlio of theVenetian hiftory. Yet candor
will own that to the fame parliament every Eng.
hilhman is deeply indebted: the feptennial act, fo
vitious in its origin, has been fan&ioned by time,
experience, and the national confent. [Its firft ope-
ration fecured the Houfe of Hanover on the throne,
and its permanent influence maintains the peace
and Rability of government. As often as a repeal
has been moved in the Houfe of Commons, I




have given in its defence a clear and confcientious
vote.
orandfather could not er-f.pcc":; to be treated

with more 1 enity than his companions. His T ory
principles and connexions rendered him obnoxious
to the ruling powers: his name is reported in a fuf-

‘picious fecret; and his well known abilities could

not plead the excufe of ignorance or error. In the
firft pmccmdmrn againlt the South Sea Directors,

M. Gibbonis-one of the few who were taken into
cuftody; and, in the final fentence, the meafure of
his fine proclaims him eminently guilty. The total
eltimate which he delivered on oath to the Houle
of Commons amounted to one hundred and fix
thoufand five hundred and forty-three pounds five
fhillings and fixpence, exclufive of antecedent
fettlements. Two different allowances of fifteen and
of ten thoufand pounds were moved for Mir. Gibbon;
but, on the queftion being put, it was carried with-
out a divifion for the fmaller fum. On thefe ruins
with the fkill and credit, of which parliament had
not been able to defpoil him, my grandfather at a
mature age erected the edifice of a new fortune: the
labors of fixteen years were amply rewarded; and
I have reafon to believe that the fecond fru@ure was
not much inferior to the firlt. He had realized a v ery
confiderable property in Suffex, Hampthire, Buck-
inghamfhire, and the New River Comr ny; and had
acquircd a fpncimn houfe’, with g“u_m and lands¢
at Putney, 1n Sur.y, where he refided in decent
hofpitality. He died in December 1736, at the ace

L

of feventy ; and his lalt will, at the expenfe of
E‘.QW’H“‘;!
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Edward, his 6nly fon, (with whofe marriage he was
not perfectly reconciled,) enriched his two dangh-
ters, Catherine and Heflter. The former became the
wife of VIr. Edward Ellilton, an Eaft India captain:
their daughter and heirefs Catherine was married in
the year 1756 to Edward Eliot efq. (now Lord Eliot),
of Port Eliot, in the county of Cornwall; and their
three fons are my neareft male relations on the father’s
fide. A life of devotion and celibacy was the choice
of my aunt, Mrs. Hefter Gibbon, who, at the age
of eighty-five, ftill refides in a hermitageat Cliffe, in
Northamptonfhire ; having long furvived her fpiri-
toal guide and faithful companion Mr. William Law,
who, at an advanced age, about the year 1761, died in
her houfe. In our family he had left the reputation ofa
worthy and pious man, who believed all that he pro-
fefled,and practifed all that he enjoined. The character
of a nonjuror, which he maintained to thelal, is a fufs
ficient evidence of his principles in church and ftate ;
and the facrifice ofintereft to confcience willbealways
refpectable. Histheological writings,which our dome.
ftic connexion has tempted me to pexufe, prefervean
imperfect fort of life, and I can pronounce with more
confidenceand knowledge on the merits of the author.
His laft compofitions are darkly tinctured by the
incomprehenfible vifions of Jacob Behmen; and his
difcourfe on the abfolute unlawfulnels of fage-
entertainments is fometimes quoted for a ridiculous
intemperance of fentiment and language. —  The
“ actors and fpectators muft all be damned: the play-
“ houfe is the porch of Hell, the place of the Devil’s
“ abode, where he holds his filthy cours of evil
Vor. L C
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“ fpirits : a play is the Devil’s triumph , a facrifice
« performed to his glory , as muchasin the heathen
« temples of Bacchus or Venus, &c. &c.” But thefe
fallies of religious phrenfy muft not extinguifh the
praife,, whichis due to Mr. William Law as a wit
and a fcholar. His argument on topics of lefs abfur-
dity is fpecious and acute, his manner is lively, his
fiyle forcible and clear; and, had not his vigorous
mind been clouded by enthufiafm, he might be
ranked with the moftagreeableandingenious writers
of the times. While the Bangorian controverly was
a fafhionable theme, he entered the lifts on the fub-
ject of Chrift’s kingdom , and the authority of the
priefthood : againft the plain account of the facrament
of the Lord’s Supper he refumed the combat with
Bifhop Hoadley, the obje&t of Whig idolatry, and
Tory abhorrenee; and at every weapon of attack
and defence the nonjuror, on the ground which is
common to both , approves himfelf at lealt equal to
the prelate. On the appearance of the Fable of the
Bees, he drew his pen againft the licentious doctrine
that private vices are public benefits, and morality
as well as religion muft join in his applaufe. Mr.
Law’s mafter-work, the Serious Call, is ftill read as
a popular and powerful book of devotion. His pre-
cepts are rigid, but they are founded on the gofpel:
his fatire is fharp, but 1t is drawn from the knowledge
of human life; and many of his portraits are not
unworthy of the pen of La Bruyere. If he findsa
fpark of piety in his reader’s mind, he will foon
kindle it to a flame; and a philofopher muft allow
that he expofes, with equal feverity and truth, the
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firange contradiction between the faith and practice
of the Chriftian world. Under the names of Flavia
and Miranda he bas adimirably defcribed ‘my two
aunts— the heathen and the chriftian fifter.

My father, Edward Gibbon, was born in O&o-
ber 1707: at the age of thirteen he could fcarcely
feel that he was difinherited by a& of parliament;
and, as he advanced towards manhood, new prof-
peds of fortune opened to his view. A parentis moft
attentive to fupply in his children the deficiencies,
of which he is confcious in himfelf: my grandfather’s
knowledge was derived from a firong underftanding,
and the experience of the ways of men ; but my
father enjoyed the benefits of a liberal education as a
{cholar and a gentleman. At Weltminfter Scheol,
and afterwards at Emanuel College in Cambridge,
he pafled through a regular courfe ofacademical dif-
cipline ; and the care of his learning and morals was
intrufted to his private tutor, the fame Mr William
Law. But the mind of a faint is above or below the
prefent world; and while the pupil proceeded on
his travels, the tutor remained at Putney, the much-
honored friend and fpiritual director of the whole
family. My father refided fome time at Paris to
acquire the fafhionable exercifes; and as his temper
was warm and focial, be indulged in thofe plealures,
for which the Rri@nefs of his former education had
given him a keener relifh. He afterwards vifited
feveral provinces of France; but his excurfions were
neither long nor remore ; and the flender knowledge,
which he had gained of the French language, was
gradually obliterated, His pallage through Befangon

C 2
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is marked by a fingular confequence in the chain of
human events. Ina dangerous illnefs Mr. Gibbon
was attended, at his own requeft, by one of his
kinfmen of the name of A&on, the younger brother
of a younger brother, whe had applied himfelf to
the ftudy of phyfic. During the flow recovery of his
patient, the phyfician himfelf was attacked by the
malady of love: he married his miftrefs, renounced
his country and religion , fettled at Befancon ,
and became the father of three fons; the eldeft of
whom, General A&on, is confpicuous in Europe
as the principal Minifter of the King of the Two
Sicilies. By an uncle whom another firoke of for-
tune had tranfplanted to Leghorn, he was educated
in the naval fervice f the Emperor; and his valor
and conduct in the command of the Tufcan frigates
protected the retreat of the Spaniards from Algiers.
On my father’s return to England he was chofen,
in the general ele@ion of 1734, to ferve in parliament
for the borough of Petersfield ; a burgage tenure, of
which my grandfather pofleffed a weighty fhare, till
he alienated (I know not why ) fuch important pro-
perty. In the oppofition to Sir Robert Walpole and
the Pelhams, prejudice and fociety connected his
fon with the Tories, — fhall I fay Jacobites ? or, as
they were pleafed to fiyle themfelves, the country
gentlemen ? with them he gave many a vote; with
them he drank many a bottle. Without acquiring
the fame of an orator or a ftatefman, he eagerly joined
in the great oppofition, which, after a feven years
chafe, hunted down Sir Robert Walpole : and in the
purfuit of an unpopular minifter, he gratified a
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private revenge again{t the oppreffor of his family
in the South Sea perfecution.

Iwasborn at Putney, inthe county of Surry, the
27th of April, O. S. in the year one thoufand feven
hundred and thirty feven ; the firlt child of the mar-
riage of Edward Gibbon efq. and of Judith Porten *.
My lot might have been that of a flave, a favage, or
a peafant; nor can I refle@ without pleafure on the
bounty of Nature, which caft my birth in a free and
civilized country, in an age of fcience and philo-
fophy, in a family of honorable rank, and decently
endowed with the gifts of fortune. From my birth I
have enjoyed the right of primogeniture; but I was
fucceeded by fivebrothers and one filter, all of whom
were {natched away in their infancy. My five bro-
thers, whofe names may be found in the parifh regifter
of Putney, I fhall not pretend to lament: but from
my childhood to the prefent hour 1 have deeply and
fincerely regretted my fifter, wholfe life was fome-
what prolonged, and whom I remember to have feen
an amiable infant. The relation of a brother and a
fifter, efpecially if they do not marry, appears to me
of a very fingular nature. It is a familiar and tender
friendfhip with a female , much about our own age;
an affection perhaps foftened by the fecret influence
of fex , but pure from any mixture of {enfual defire,
the fole fpecies of Platonic love that can be indulged
with truth , and without danger.

At the genera] election of 1741, Mr. Gibbon and
Mr. Delmé ftood an expenfive and fuccelsful contelt
at Southampton, againft Mr. Dummer and Mr.
Henly, afterwards Lord Chancellor and Earl of North-

C3
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ineton. The Whig candidates had a majority of the
refident voters ; but the corporation was firm in the
Tory intereft: a fudden creation of one hundred
and feventy new freemen turned the fcale; and a
fupply was readily obtained of refpectable volunteers,
sho flocked from all parts of England to fupport the
caufe of their political friends. The new parliament
opened with the victory of an oppofition, which
swas fortified by ftrong clamor and ftrange coalitions.
From the event of the firt divifions, Sir Robert
‘Walpole perceived that he could no longer lead a
majority in the Houfe of Commons, and prudently
refigned (after 2 dominion of one-and-twenty years}
the guidance of the flate (1742). But the fall of an
unpopular minifter was not fucceeded , according to
general expecation, by a millennium of happinefs
and virtue: fome courtiers loft their places, fome
patriots loft their charaéters, Lord Orford’s offences
vanifhed with his power, and after a fhort vibration,
the Pelham government was fixed on the old bafis of
the Whig ariftocracy. In the year 1745, the throne
and the conftitution were attacked by a rebellion,
which does not refle¢t much honor on the national
fpirit: fince the Englifh friends of the Pretender
wanted courage to join his ftandard, and his cnemies
{ the bulk of the people ) allowed him to advanceinto
the heart of the kingdom. Withoutdaring, perhaps
without defiring, to aid the rebels, my father invaria-
bly adhered to the Tory oppofition. In the moft cri-
tical feafon he accepted, for the fervice of the party,
the office of alderman in the city of London : butthe
duties were fo repugnant to hisinclination and habits,
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thathe refigned his gown at the end of a few months.
The fecond parliament in which he fat was prematu-
rely diffolved {1747): and as he was unable or
unwilling to maintain a fecond conteft for Southamp-
ton, the life of the fenatorexpired in that diffolution.

The death of a new born child before that of its
parents may feem an unnatural, but it is firictly a
probable ; event: fince of any given number the
greater part are extinguifhed before their ninth year,
before they poflefs the faculties of the mind or body.
Without accufing the profufe wafte or imperfect
workmant(hip of Nature, 1 {hall only obferve, that
this unfavorable chance was multiplied againft my
infant exiftence. So feeble was my conftitution , fo
precarious my life, that, in the baptifm of each of
my brothers, my father’s prudence fucceflively repea-
ted my chriftian name of Edward, that, in cafe of
the departure of the eldeft fon, this patronymick
appellation might be flill perpetuated in the family.

— Uno avulfo non deficit alter.

To preferve and to rear {o frail a being, the moft
tender affiduity was fcarcely fufficient; and my
mother’s attention was fomewhat diverted by her
frequent pregnancies , by anexclufive paffion for her
hufband , and by the diffipation of the world, in
which his talte and authority obliged her to mingle.
But the maternal office was fupplied by my aunt,
Mrs. Catherine Porten; at whofe name 1 feel a tear
of gratitude trickling down my cheek. A life of celi-
bacy transferred her vacant affetion to her fifter's
firft child : my weaknefs excited her pity; her attach-
C 4
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ment was fortified by labor and fuccefs: and if there
be any, as Itruft there are fome , who rejoice that [
}ive . to that dear and excellent woman they muft
hold themfelyes indebted. Many anxious and folitary
days did fhe confume in the patient trial of every
mode of reliefand amufement. Many wakeful nights
did fhe fit by my bed-fide in trembling expe®ation
that each hour would be my lait. Of the various and
frequent diforders of my childhood my own recollec-
tion is dark; nor do I wifh to expatiate on fo dif-
gufting a topic. Suffice it to fay, that while every
practitioner, from Sloane and Ward to the Chevalier
Taylor, was fucceflively fummoned to torture or
relieve me, the care of my mind was too frequently
neglected for that of my health: compaffion always
fuggefted an excufe for the indulgence of the mafter,
or the idlenefs of the pupil ;/ and the chain of my edu-
cation was broken, as oftenas I wasrecalled from the
{chool of learning to the bed of ficknefs.

Asfoonas the ufe of fpeech had prepared my infant
reafon for the admiffion of knowledge, I was taught
the arts of reading, writing , and arithmetic. So
remote is the date, fo vaguc is the memory of their
origin in myfelf , that, were not the error corrected
by analogy, I fhould be tempted to conceive them
as innate, In my childhood I was praifed for the
readinefs, with which I could multiply and divide,
by memory alone, two fums of feveral figures: fuch
praife encouraged my growing talent; and had I per-
fevered in this line of application , I might have
acquired fome fame in mathematical ftudies.

After this previous inflitution at home, orata day-
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fchool at Putney, I was delivered at the age of feven
into the hands of Mr. John Kirkby, who exercifed
abont eighteen months the office of my domefltic
tutor. His own words, which I fhall here tranfcribe,
infpire in his favor a fentiment of pity and efteem. —
« During my abode in my native county of Cumber-
« land, in quality ofan indigent curate, 1ufed now-
“ and-then in a Summer, when the plealantnefs of
< the feafon invited , to take a folitary walk to the
¢ fea-fhore, which lies about two miles from the
 town where I lived. Here I would amufe my(elf,
“ onewhilein viewing at large the agreeable profpect
¢ which furrounded me, and another while ( confi-
“ ning my f{ight to nearer objeds) in admiring the
“ vaft variety of beautiful fhells, thrown upon the
% beach; fome of the choicelt of which 1 always
“ picked up, todivertmy little onesupon my retura.
“ One time among the reft, taking fuch a journey
“ in my head, I fat down upon the declivity of the
“ beach with my face to the fea, which was now
“ come up within a few yards of my feet; when im.
“ mediately the fad thoughts of the wretched condi.
“ tion of my family, and the unfuccefsfulnefs of all
¢ endeavours to amend it, came crowding into my
“ mind, which drove me into a deep melancholy,
% and everand anon forced tears from my eyes.” Dif
trefs at laft forced him to leave the country. Hislearn.
ing and virtue introduced him to my father; and at
Purney he might have found at leaft a temporary
fhelter , had not an act of indifcretion again driven
him into the world. One day reading prayers in the
parifh church , he moft unluckily forgot the name of
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King George: bis patron, a loyal fubjec, difmiffed
him with fome reludance, and a decent reward; and
low the poor man ended his days I have never
been able to learn. Mr. John Kirkby is the author
of two fmall volumes; the Life of Automathes
(Londoa, 1745 ), and an Englifh and Latin Grammar
(London, 1746 ); which, as a teftimony of gratitude,
he dedicated (NovemberSth, 1745) to my father.
The books are before me: from them the pupil may
judge the preceptor; and, upon the whole, his
judgment will not be unfavorable. The grammar is
executed with accuracy and fkill, and [ know not
whether any better exifted at the time in our lan-
guage: but the life of Automathes afpires to the
honors of a philofophical fiction. Itis the ftory ofa
youth, the fon of 2 fhipwrecked exile, who lives
alone on a defert ifland from infancy to the age of
manhood. A hind is his nurfs ; he inherits a cottage,
with many ufeful and curiousinfiruments ; fomeideas
remain of the education of his two firlk years; fome
artsare borrowed from the beavers of a neighbouring
lake; fome truths arerevealed in fupernatural vifions.
With thefe helps, and his own induftry, Automa-
thesbecomesa felf-taught though fpeechlels philofo.
pher, who had invefligated with fuccefs his own
mind, the natural world , the abfira& {ciences, and
the great principles of morality and religion. The
author is not entitled to the merit of invention, fince
he has blended the Englifh flory of Robiafon Crufoe
with the Arabian romance of Hai Ebn Yokhdan,
which he might have read in the Latin verfion of
Pocock. Inthe Automathes I cannot praife eitherthe
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depth of thought or elegance of ftyle ; but the book
is not devoid of entertainment or inftruction; and
among feveral interefling paflages, 1 would felect
the difcovery of fire, which produces by accidental
mifchief the difcovery of confcience. A man who had
thought fo much on the fubjedts of language and
education was furely no ordinary preceptor: my
childifh years, and his bafty departure, prevented
me from enjoying the full benefit of his leffons ; but
they enlarged my knowledge of arithmetic, and left
me a clear impreffion of the Englith and Latin
rudiments.

In my ninth year (January 1746), in a lucid in-
terval of comparative health, my father adopted the
convenient and cuftomary mode of Englifh educa-
tion ; and | was fentto Kingfton upon Thames, toa
fchool of about feventy boys, which was kept by
Dr. Wooddefon and hisafliftants, Every timelhave
fince paffed over Putney Common , 1 have always
noticed the fpot where my mother, as we drove
along 1n the coach , admonifhed me that I was now
going into the world, and mult learn to think and
a& formyfelf. The expreflion may appearludicrous;
yet there is not, in the courfe oflife, amore remark-
able change than the removal of a child from the
luxury and freedom of a wealthy houfe, to the frugal
diet and ftri& fubordination of a {chool; from the
tendernefs of parents, and the obfequioufnefs of
fervants, to the yude familiarity of his equals, the
infolent tyranny of his feniors, and the rod, perhaps,
of a cruel and capricious pedagogue. Such hardfhips
may fteel the mind and body againft the injuries of
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fortune; but my timid referve was aftonifhed by the
crowd and tumult of the fchool ; the want of firength
and activity difqualified me for the {ports of the play-
field ; nor have I forgotten how often in the year
forty - fix I was reviled and buffetted for the fins of
my Tory anceltors. By the common methods of
difcipline , at the expenfe of many tears and fome
blood, I purchafed the knowledge of the Latin fyntax:
and not long fince [ was poffefled of the dirty volumes
of Phzdrus and Cornelius Nepos, which 1 paiafully
conftrued and darkly underftood. The choice of thefe
authors is not injudicious. The lves of Cornelius
Nepos, the friend of Atticus and Cicero, are com-
poled in the ftyle of the pureft age: his fimplicity is
elegant, his brevity copious: he exhibits a feries of
men and manners; and with {uch illufirations, as

every pedant is not indeed qualified to give, this .

claflic biographer may initiate a young ftudent in the
hiftory of Greece and Rome. The ufe of fables or
apologues has been approved in every age from
ancient India to modern Europe. They convey in
familiar images the truths of morality and prudence;
and the molt childifh underflanding (I advert to the
fcruples of Rouffeau ) will not fuppole either that
beafts do fpeak, or that men may lie. A fable repre-
fents the genuine characters of animals; and a (kilful
malter might extra&t from Pliny and Buffon fome
pleafing leflons of natural hiftory, a fcience well
adapted to the tafte and capacity of children. The
Latinity of Phwdrus is not exempt from an alloy of
the filver age; but his manner is concife, terfe, and
fententious: the Thracian flave difcreetly breathes

e . e
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the fpirit of a freeman ; and when the text is found,
the ftyle is perfpicuous. But his fables, after a long
oblivion, were firft publithed by Peter Pithou, from
a corrupt manufcript. The labors of fifty editors
coofels the defe@s of the copy, as well as the value
of the original ; and the {chool-boy may have been
whipt for mifapprehending a paffage, which Bentley
could not reftore, and which Burman could not
explain.

My f{tudies were too frequently interrupted by
ficknefs ; and after a real or nominal refidence at
Kingfton - fchool of near two years, I was finally
recalled (December 1747) by my mother’s death,
which was occafioned , in her thirty-eighth year,
by the confequences of her lalt labor. T was too young
to feel the importance of my lofs ; and the image of
her perfon and converfation is faintly imprinted in
my memory. The affetionate heart of my aunt,
Catherine Porten, bewailed a fifter and a friend ; but
my poor father was inconfolable, and the tranfport
of grief feemed to threaten his life or his reafon. I
can never forget the {cene of our firft interview, fome
weeks after the fatal event; the awful filence, the
room hung with black, the mid-day tapers, his
fighs and tears; his praifes of my mother, a faint in
heaven; his folemn adjuration that I would cherifh
her memory and imitate her virtues; and the fervor
with which he kiffed and bleffed me as the fole fur-
viving pledge of their loves. The ftorm of paffion
infenfzbly fubfided into calmer melancholy. At a
convivial meeting of hisfriends, Mr. Gibbon might
affet or enjoy a gleam of cheerfulnefs; but his plan
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of happinefs was for ever deftroyed : and after the
Iofs of his companion he was left alone in a worid,
of which the bufinefs and pleafures were to him irk-
fome or infipid. After fome unfuccefsful trials he
renounced the tumult of London and the hofpicality
of Putney , and buried himfelf in the rural or rather
ruttic folitude of Buriton; from which, duringfeveral
years , he feldom emerged.

As far back as I can remember, thehoufe, near
Putney - bridge and church- yard , of my maternal
grandfather appears in the light of my proper and
native home. It was there that 1 was allowed to fpend
the greateft part of my time, in ficknefs orin health,
during my fchool-vacations and my parents refi-
dence in London, and finally after my mother’s
death. Three months after that event, in the {pring
of 1748, the commercial ruin of her father, Mr.
James Porten, was accomplifhed and declared. He
fuddenly abfconded: but as his effects were not fold,
nor the houfe evacuated, till the Chriftmas following,
1 enjoyed during the whole year the fociety of my
aunt, without much confcioufnefs of herimpending
fate. Ifeel a melancholy pleafure in repeating my
obligations to that excellent woman , IMrs. Catherine
Porten , the true mother of my mind as well as of
my health. Her natural good fenfe was improved by
the perufal of the beft booksin the Englifh language,,
and if her reafon was fometimes clouded by pre-
judice , her fentiments were never difguifed by
hypocrify or affectation. Her indulgent tendernefs,
the franknefs of her temper, and my innate rifing
euriofity , foon removed all diftance between us s
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like friends of an equal age , we freely converfed on
every topic, familiar or abftrufe; and it wes her
delight and reward to obferve the firft hoots of my
young ideas. Pain and languor were often foothed
by the voice of inftru@ion and amufement ; andto
her kind leffons I afcribe my early and invincible love
ofreading, which [ would not exchange for the trea-
fures of India. I fhould perhaps be altonithed , were
it pofiible to aflcertain the date, at whicha favorite
tale was engraved, by frequent repetition, in my
memory : the Cavern of the Winds ; the Palace of
Felicity ; and the fatal moment, at the end of three
months or centuries, when Prince Adolphus is over.
taken by Time, who had worn out fo many pair of
wings in the purfuit. Before [ left Kingfton fchool I
was well acquainted with Pope’s Homer and the
Arabian Nights Entertaioments , two books which
will always pleafe by the moving picture of human
manners and fpecious miracles: nor was I then
capable of difcerning that Pope’s tranflation is a
portrait endowed with every merit, excepting that
of likenefs to the original. The verfes of Pope accuf-
tomed my ear to the found of poetic harmony : in
the death of He@or, and the fhipwreck of Ulyffes,
I talted the new emotions of terror and pity; and
ferioufly difputed with my aunt on the vices and
virtues of the heroes of the Trojan war. From Pope’s
Homer to Dryden’s Virgil was an ealy tranfition ;
but1know nothow, from fome fault in the author,
the tranflator, or the reader, the pious Eneas did
notfoforcibly feize on my imagination ; and I derived
more pleafure from Ovid’'s Metamorphofes, efpe-
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cially in the fall of Phxeton, and the fpéeches of Ajax
and Ulyfles. My grandfather’s flight unlocked the
door of a tolerable library ; and I turned over many
Englilh pages of poetry and romance , of hiftory and
travels. Where a title attra&ted my eye, without
fear or awe I fnatched the volume from the fhelf; and
Mrs. Porten, who indulged herfelf in moral and
religious fpeculations, was more prone to encourage
than to check a curiofity above the firength of a boy.
This year (1748), the twelfth of my age, 1 fhall
note as the moft propitious to the growth of my
intelleGtual ftaturé. i

The relics of my grandfather’s fortune afforded a
bare annuity for his own maintenance; and his daugh-
ter, my worthy aunt, who had already paffed her
fortieth year, was left deftitute. Her noble {pirit
fcorned a life of obligation and dependence; and
after revolving feveral fchemes, fhe preferred the
humble induftry of keeping a boarding-houfe for
W eltminfter-fchool |, where fhe laborioufly earned
a competence for her old age. This fingular oppor-
tunity of blending the advantages of private and
public education decided my father. After the Chrift-

mas holidays in January 1749 . laccompanied VIrs.

Porten to her new houfe in College - fireet ; and was
immediately entered in the fchool, of which Dr. John
Nicoll was at that time head-mafter. At firft I was
alone : but my aunt’s refolution was praifed; her
character was efteemed ; her friends were numerous
and adive: in the courfe of fome years fhe became
the mother of forty or fifty boys , for the moft part
of family and fortune ; and as her primitive habita-
tion
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tion was too narrow, fhe built and occupied a fpacious
manfion in Dean’s Yard. I (hall always be ready to
join 1n the common opinion, that our public fchools,
which have produced fo many eminent charadters,
are the beft adapted to the genius and conftitution of
the Englith people. A boy of {pirit may acquire a
previous and practical experience of the world ; and
his playfellows may be the future friends of his heart
or his intereft. In a free intercourfe with his equals,
the habits of truth, fortitude, and prudence will
infenfibly be matured. Birth and riches are meafured
by the ftandard of perfonal merit; and the mimic
fcene of a rebellion has difplayed, 1n their true colors,
the miailters and patriots of the rifing generation.
Our feminauies of learning do not exacly correfpond
with the precept of a Spartan king, ©that the child
¢ fhould be infiructed in the arts, which will be
“ ufeful to the man;” fince a finithed fcholar may
cmerge from the head of Weltminfter or Eton, in
total ignorance of the bufinefs and converfation of
Englifh gentlemen in the latter end of the elghteenth
century. But thefe {chools may affume the merit of
teaching all that they pretend to teach, the Latin
and Greek languages : they depofit in the hands of a
difciple the keys of two valuable cheflts; nor can he
complain, if they are afterwards loft or negleéted
by his own fault. The neceflity of leading in equal
ranks fo many unequal powers of capacity au:d appli.
cation, will prolongto eight or ten years the]uvemle
ftudies, which might be difpatched in half that time
by the [kilful mafter of a fingle pupil. Yet even the
repetition of exercife and difcipline contributes te

Vor. L D
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fix in a vacant mind the verbal fciénce of grammar
and prof(jdy: and the private or voluntary {tudent,
who pofleffes the fenfe and fpirit of the claflics, may
offend’, by a falfe quantity , the fcrapulous ear ofa
well-flogged critic. For myfelf, I muft be content
with a very fmall fhare of the civil and literary fruits
of a publicfchool. In thefpaceof two years (1749,
1750), interrupted by danger and debility, 1 paina
fully climbed into the third form ; and my riper age
was left to acquire the beauties of the Latin, and the
rudiments of the Greek tongue. Inftead of audaciounf
ly mingling in the fports, the quarrels, and the con-
nexions of ouf little world, I was ftill chernifhed at
home under the maternal wing of my aunc; and my
removal from Weltminfter long preceded the ap-
proach of manhood.

Theviolenceand variety of my complaints, which
had excufed my frequent abfence from Weltminfter-
fchool, ac length engaged Mrs. Porten, with the
advice of phyficians, to comduc me to Bath: at the
end of the Michaelmas-vacation (1750) fhe quitted
me with refuctance, and I remained feveral months
under the care of a trufly maid-fervant. A [trange
nervous affedion , which alternately contracted my
legs, and produced, withoutany vifible fymptoms,
the molt excruciating pain, was ineffectually oppofed
by the various metlgods of bathing ‘and pumping.
From Bath I was tranfposted to Winchefter, to the
hionfe of a phylician; and after the failure of his
medical {kill, we had again recourfe to the virtues of
the Bath-watefs, During the intervals of thele fits,
¥ moved with my father to Buriton and Putney; and
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a fhort unfuccefsful trial was attempted to renew my
attendance at Weltminfter-fchool. But my infirmi-
ties could not be reconciled with the hours and dif-
cipline of a public feminary; and inftead of a domeflic
tutor , who might have watched the favorable
moments, and frently advanced the progrefs of my
learning , my father wastooeafily content with fuch
occafional teachers, as the different places of my
refidence could fupply. I was never forced, and
feldom was I perfuaded , to admit thefe leffons : yet
_ﬂ I read with a clergyman at Bath fome odes of Horace;
i and feveral epifodes of Virgil, which gave me 'an
imperfect and tranfient enjoyment of the Latin pocts.
It might now be apprehended that 1 (hould continue
for life an illicerate cripple: but, as I approached
my fixteenth year, Nature difplayed in my favor hee

i myflerious energies: my conflitution was fortified
! and fixed; and my diforders, inftead of growing
e withmy growth and firengthening with my il!ﬁ'”"‘ul,
‘, moft wonderfuily vanifhed. 1have never poffeffed-or
o abufed the infolence of health: but fince that time
" few peifonc have been more exempt f‘.’.al.l real'or

imagioary ills; and, till [ am admonithed by the
gout, the reader will no more be troubled with ¢
hiftory of my bodily COm}u.‘l.uw (Wi iun

{; recovery again encour:
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that he preferred the pleafures of London, to the
inftru@ion of his pupils. My father’s perplexity at
this time, rather than his prudence, was urged to
embrace a fingular and defperate meafure. Without
preparation or delay he carried me to Oxford ; and
I was matriculated in the univerfity asa gentleman
commoner of Magdalen college, before I had ac-
complifhed the fifteenth year of my age (April 3,1752).

The curiofity, which had been implanted inmy infant
mind, was ftill aliveand acive; but my reafon was
not fufficiently informed to underftand the value,
or to lament thelofs , of three precious years from
my entrance at Weltminfter to my admiffion at
Oxford. Inftead of repining at my long and fre-
quent confinement to the chamber or the couch, I
fecretly rejoiced in thole infirmities, which delivered
me from the exercifes of the fchool, and the fociety of
my equals. As often as | was tolerably exempt from
danger and pain, reading, free defultory reading, was
the employmentand comfort of my folitary hours. At
Weltminfter, my aunt fought only to amufe and in-
dulgeme; in my ftations at Bath and Winchefter, at
Buritonand Putney, a falfe compaffion refpecied my
fufferings ; and [ was allowed, without control or
advice, to gratify the wanderings of an unripe tafte.
My indifcriminate appetite fubfided by degrees in
the Aiftoric line: and fince philofophy has exploded
all innate ideas and natural propenfities, I muft
afcribe this choice to the affiduous perufal of the
Univerfal Hiftory, as the otavo volumes {fucceflively
appeared. This unequal work, and a a treatife of
Hearne, the Duclor hifloricus , referred and intro-
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duced me to the Greek and Roman hifterians, to
as many at lealt as were acceflible to an Englifh
reader. Allthatl could find were greedily devoured,
from Littlebury’s lame Herodotus, and Spelman’s
valuable Xenophon, to the pompous folios of Gor-
don’s Tacitus, and a ragged Procopius of the begin.
ning of the laft century. The cheap acquifition of fo
much knowledge confirmed my diflike to the Rudy
of languages; and I argued with Mrs. Porten, that,
were [ mafter of Greek and Latin, I muft interpret
to myfelf in Englifh the thoughts of the original,
and that fuch extemporary verfions muft be inferior
to the elaborate tranflations of profeffed fcholars; a
filly fophifm, which could not eafily be confuted by
aperfonignorant of any other language than her own.
From theancientIleaped to the modern world : many
crude lumps of Speed, Rapin, Mezeray, Davila,
Machiavel, Father Paul, Bower, &c. I devoured
like fo many novels ; and I fwallowed with the fame
voracious appetite the defcriptions of India and
China, of Mexico and Peru.

My firlt introduéion to the hiftoric {cenes, which
have fince engaged fo many years of my life, mult
be afcribed to an accident. In the fummer of 1751,
I accompanied my father on a vifitto Mr. Hoare’s,
in Wiltfhire ; but I was lefs delighted with the beau-
ties of Stourhead, than with difcovering in the library
a common book, the Continuation of Echard’s
Roman Hiftory, which isindeed executed with more
fkill and tafte than the previous work. To me the
reigns of the fucceflors of Conftantine were abfolutely

new ; and I was immerfed in the paffage of the Goths
D3
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anube, when the fummons of the dinner-
;i; dragged meuor1mym telleGual fealt.
fient glance ferved rather to irritate than to
appeafe my curiofity ; and as foon as Ireturned to
27.’111 I procured the fecond and third velumes of

lowel's Hiltory of the World, which exhibit the
antine n\.“cti on a larger fcale. Mahometand

H
Bvz
Inu S.’.,&cm” foon fixed ndy attention; and fome
infiiné of criticifm directed me to the genuine fources,
S mon Ockley, an coriginalin every {enfe, firft open-
ed myeyes; and I was led from one book to another,
til1] had ranged round the circle of Oriental biftory.
Before | was fixteen , I had exhaufted all that could
be learned in Enelith of the Arabs and Perfians, the
Tartars and Turks; and the fame ardor urged me
to guefsat the French of D'Herbelot, and Loconhrue
the barbarous Latin of Pocock’s Abulfaragivs. Such
*.guc and multifarious reading couldnot teach me to

!

think, towrite, or toa; a ud the only principle,
that darted a ray of light mtst e indigefted chaos,
was an ear{y ind rational application to the order of

time and place. The maps of {, ellarius and Wells im-
printed in my mind the picture of ancient geography :

from Stranchius I imbibed t' z elements of chrono.
logy : the Tablesof Helvicus and Anderfon, the
Annals of Ufher and Prideaux, diftinguifbed the con-
nexion of events, and engraved the mulutude of
aames and dates inaclear and indelible feries. Butin

=

the difcuffion of the firlt ages I overleaped the bounds

of modefty and vfe. In'my childifh }M ance I prefu-
med to weigh the fyftems of Scaligerand Petavius, of

Mactham and Newton , which I could feldom

)
tuasy
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in the originals ; and my fleep lms been difturbed by
the difficulty of reconciling the Septuagint with the
Hebrew compu tation. I arnived at Oxford with a
ftock of erndition , thatmighthave puzzied a doctor,
and a degree of irr"c:‘.rcc of which a fchool-boy
would have been alhame
At the conclufion cs'& s frft period of my life, I
pted to enter a proteft again{t the trite and la-
vifh ;.r._uf of the happinefs of our boy}[’: years, which
3 echoed with fo much affectation in the world. That
happinefs [ have never known, that time I have never
vegretted ; and were my poor aunt flill alive, fhe
would bear teftimony to the early and conftant uni-
formity of my fentiments. It will indeed be repl*cd,
that Jamnota compete ent judge ; that pleafure is in-
compatible with pain; that joy is excluded from
ficknefs ; ‘and that the felicity of a {chool-boy confifis
in the perpetual motion of thoughtlefs and Iﬁ':\‘rﬁ‘
frmt}', in which I was never qualified to excel. My
name, it is moft true, could never be enrolled among
the fprightly race, the idle progeny of Eton ar
Wefltminfter,

Who foremafl may delight to cleave,
I' ith pliant arm , the glafly wave,
Or urge the flying ball.

. (,_.

The poet may gaily defcribe the fhort hours of
recreation ; but he forgets the daily tedious labots
of the fchool, which is approached each morning
with anxiousand reluctant fteps.

A tr'z'fcllcr , who vifits Oxford or Cambridge,

is ﬂsrﬁ-, land edi fed by the 'q_pP'u‘f“r}f' order and trane
Dy
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quillity that prevail in the feats of the Englifh mufes.
In the moft celebrated univerfities of Holland, Ger-
many, and ltaly, the ftudents, who fwarm from
different countries, are loofely difperfed in private
lodgings at the houfes of the burghers : they drefs
according to their fancy and fortune ; and in the in-
temperate quarrels of youth and wine, their fwords,
though lefs frequently than of old, are fometimes
flained with each other’s blood. The ufe of arms
is banifhed from our Englifh univerfities; theuniform
habit of the academics, the fquare cap, and black
gown , is adapted to the civil and even clerical pro-
feffion ; and from the do&or 1n divinity to the under-
graduate, the degrees of learning and age are exter-
nally diftinguifhed. Inftead of being fcattered ina
town, the ftudents of Oxford and Cambridge are
united in colleges; their maintenance is provided at
their own expenfe, or that of the founders ; and the
ftated hours of the hall and chapel reprefent the dif-
cipline of a regular, and , as it were , a religious com-
munity. The eyes of the traveller are attracted by
the fize'or beauty of the public edifices ; and the prin-
cipal colleges appear to be fo many palaces, which a
liberal nation has ereced and endowed for the habit-
ation of {cience. My own introduction to the uni-
verfity of Oxford forms a new xra in my life ; and
at the diftance of forty years I ftill remember my
firlt emotions of furprife and fatisfaction. In my
fifteenth year 1 felt myfelf fuddenly raifed from a
boy to aman: the perfons, whom I refpected as my
fuperiors in age and academical rank, entertained
me with every mark of attention and civility ; and
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my vanity was flattered by the velvet cap and filk
gown, which diftinguith a gentleman commoner
from a plebeian ftudent A decent allowance, more
money than a {chool-boy had ever {een, was at my
own difpofal; and I might command, among the
tradefimen of Oxford, an indefinite and dangerous
latitude of credit. A key was delivered into my
hands, which gave me the free ufe of a numerous
and learned hibrary : my apartment confifted of three
elegant and well-furnithed rooms in the new build-
ing, a flately pile, of Magdalen College ; and the
adjacent walks , had they been frequented by Plato’s
difciples, might have been compared to the Attic

dhade on the banks of the Iliffus. Such was the fair

profpe& of my entrance (April 3, 1752) into the
univerfity of Oxford.

A venerable prelate, whofe tafte and erudition
muft reflect honor on the fociety in which they were
formed , has drawn 2 very interefting picture of his
academical life. — “1 was educated (fays Bifthop
% Lowth) in the uN1vERstiTY OF OxFoRD. I enjoyed
< all the advantages, both public and private, which
< that famous feat of learning fo largely affords. I
fpent many years in that illuftrious fociety, in a
« swell-regulated courfe of ufeful difcipline and
¢ ftudies , and in the agreeable and improving com-
“ merce of gentlemen and of fcholars; in a fociety
% where emulation without envy, ambition without
« jealoufy , contention without animofity , incited
induftry . and awakened genius; where aliberal
purfuit of knowledge, and a genuine freedom of
thought, was raifed, encouraged, and pufhed

&«
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« forward by example, by commendation, and by
¢ authority. I breathed the fame atmofphere thac
& the Hooxers, the CHILLINGWORTHS , and the
« L ockEks had breathed before ; whofe benevolence
< and humanity were as extenfive as their valt genius
< and comprebenfive knowledge; who always trea-
¢ ted their adverfaries with civility and refpect;
< who made candor, moderation, and liberal judge-
® ment as much the rule and law as the fubject of
“ their difcourfe. And dp you repro’tch me with
< my education in this place, and with my relation
¢ to this molt refpeciable body, which I fhall always
¢ efteem my greateft advantage and my higheft
¢ honor ?” 1 tranfcribe with pleafure this eloquent
paflage, without examining what benefits, or what

rewards were derived by Hooker, or Chillingworth,
or Locke, from theiracademical inflitution; wnhout
inquiring , whether 1n this angry controverfy the
fpirit of Lowth himfelfis purified from the intolerant
zeal , wh'cn Woarburton had afcribed to the genius
of the place. It may indeed be obferved, that the at-
mofphere of Oxford did not agree with Mr. Locke’s
conftitution, and that the pmio;oplierjuﬂly defpucc”
the academical bigots , who expelled his perfon and
condemned bhis principles. ‘The expreffion of grati-
tude is avirtue and a pleafure: a liberal mind will
delight to cherifh and celebrate the memory of its
parents; and the teachers of fcience are.the parents
of the mind. 1 applaud the filial piety, which it is
impofible for me to imitate;; fince I muft not confels
an imaginary debt, to allume the merit of a juft or
ZEOETous 1':':1'ibunon. To the univerfity of Oxford
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T acknowledge no obligation$ and fhe will as cheer-
fully renounce me for a fon, as [am willing to difclaim
her for a mother. I'fpent fourteen months at Mag-
dalen College ; they proved the fourteen monthsthe
moft idle and unprofitable of my whole life: the
reader will pronounce between the fchool and the
fcholar; but I cannot affe& to believe that Nature
had difqualified me for all literary purfuits. The fpe-
ciousand ready excufe of my tender age, imperfect
preparation, and halty departure, may doubtlefs
be alledged; nor do I wifh to defrand fuch excules
of their proper weight. Yet in my fixtcenth year 1
was not deveid of capacity or application’; even'my
childifh readiog had di pla} red an early though blind
propenfity for books; and the fhallow flood might
have been taught to flow in a deep channel and a
clear fiream. In the difcipline of a well-conftituted
academy , under the fzmdance of kilful-and vigilant
profefors , I fhould r*rﬂdually have rifen from tranf-
lations to originals, from the Latin to the Greek
claffics, from “dead }angages to living {cience: my
hours would have been occupied by ufeful and
agree 'U fludies, the wanderings of fancy would
have been reftrained, and I fhould have efcaped the
temptations of idlenels, ‘which finally precipitated
my departure from Oxford.

Perhaps in a feparate annotation T may coolly
examine the fabulous and real antiquities of ourfifter
univerfities, a queftion which has kindled fuch fierce
and foolifb chfmt samong their fanatic fons. Inthe
mean while it will be t..-:hno“_edf'ed ,that thefe ve.
nerable bodies are fufficiently old to partake of ail
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the prejudices and infirmities of age. The fchools of
Oxford and Cambridge were founded inadark age of
falfe and barbarous fctence and they are fill tainted
with the vices of their origin. Their primitive dif-
cipline was adapted to the education of priefts and
monks; and the government ftill remains in the
hands of the clergy, an order of men whofe manners
are remote from the prefent world, and whofe eyes
are dazzled by the light of philofophy. The legal
incorporation of thefe focieties by the charters of
popes and kings had given them a monopoly of the
public inftruction ; and the fpirit of monopolifts is
narrow, lazy, and oppreffive : their work is more
coftly and lefs produ@ive than that of independent
artills ; and the new improvements fo eagerly graf-
ped by the competition of freedom, are admitted
with flow and fuilen reluétance in thofe proud cor-
porations, above the fear of a rival, and below the
confeflion of an error. We may fcarcely hope that
any reformation will be a voluntary a&; and fo
deeply are they rooted in law and prejudice, that
even the omnipotence of parliament would fhrink
from an inquiry into the ftate and abufes of the twe
univerfities.

The ufe of academical degrees, as old as the
thirteenth century , is vifibly borrowed from the me-
chanic corporations ; in which an apprentice, after
ferving his time, obtains a teftimonial of his fkill,
andalicence to practife histrade and myftery. It is not
my defign to depreciate thofe honors, which could
never gratify or difappoint my ambition; and I fhould
applaud the inftitution , if the degrees of bachelor or
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licentiate were beftowed as the reward of manly and
fuccefsful tudy : if the name and rank of do&or or
malter were firi@ly referved for the profeffors of
fcience , who have approved their title to the public
efteem.

In the univerfities of Europe, excepting our own,
the languages and fciences are diftributed among a
numerous Lt of effective profeffors: the fludents,
according to their talte, their calling, and their
diligence , apply themfelves to the proper mafters ;
and in the annual repetition of public and private
leCtures, thele malters are afliduoufly employed.
Our curiofity may inquire what number of profeffors
has been inftituted at Oxford ? (for I fhall now cona
fine myfelf to my own univerfity ;) by whom are
they appointed, and what may be the probable
chances of merit or incapacity ? how many are fta-
tioned to the three faculties, and how many are left
for the liberal arts ? what is the form, and what the
fubftance, of their lefflons? But all thefe queRions
are filenced by one fhortand fingular anfwer, “ That
“ in the univerfity of Oxford, the greater part of
¢ the public profeffors have for thefe many years
¢ givenupaltogethereven the pretence of teaching.”
Incredible as the fa@t may appear, I muft reft my
belief on the pofitive and impartial evidence of a
mafter of moral and political wifdom , who had him.
felf refided at Oxford. Dr. Adam Smith affigns as
the caufe of their indolence, that, inflead of being
paid by voluntary contributions, which would urge
them to increafe the number, and to deferve the
gratitude of their pupils, the Oxford profefiors are
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fecure in the enjoyment of a fixed Rtipend, without
the neceffity of labor, or the apprehenfion of control.
It has indeed been obferved , noris the obfervation
abfurd, that excepting in experimental fciences,
which demand a coftly apparatus and a dexterous
hand, the many valuable treatifes, that have been
publifhed on every fubject of learning, may now
fuperfede the ancient mode of oral inftruction. Were
this principle true in its utmoft latitude, 1 fhould only
infer that the offices and falaries, which are become
ulelels, ought without delay to be abolifhed. But
there ftill remains a material difference between a
book and a profeffor; the hour of the lecture infor-
ces attendance ; attention is fixed by the prefence,
the voice, and the occafional queltions of the
teacher; the molt idle will carry fomething away ;
and the more diligent will compare the luf‘cw&ions .
which they have heard in the f hool, with the vo-
lumes, which they ]‘ﬂer. in their chamber. The
advice of a fkilful prmL Tor will adapt a courle of
reading to ev ery mind and every f{ituation; his au.
thority will difcover, admonifh, and at laft chaftife
the negligence of his difciples; and his vigilant
inquiries will afcertain the fteps of their literary y pro-
grefs. Whatever fcience he profelles he may illuf-
{rate in a feries of difcourfes, compo fed in the leifure
of his clofet, pronounced on p.“‘l.c ccc:ﬁom and
finally delivered to the prefs. I obferve with p]ea.
fure, that.in the ur‘i\ft‘riity CFCIEL;.'?}'[E Dr. Lowth,
with eqaa[ eloguence and erudition, has executed
this talk in his incomparable Preleiions on the
Poetry of the Hebrews.
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The college of St. Mary Magdalen was founded
in the fifteenth centary by Wainfleet bifhop of Win-
chelter; and now confifls of a prefident , forty
fellows, and a number of inferior ludents. It is eltee-
med one of the largef and moft wealthy of our aca-
demical corporations, which may be compared to
the Benediétine "bhcyq of catholic countries; and I
have. loofely heard that the eftates be.ongmg to
Magdalen Coliege ; which are leafed by thofe indul.
gent landlords at fmall quit-rents and’ occafional
fines, might be raifed, in the hands of private avar-
ice, to an annual revenue of nearly thirey thoufand
pounds. Our colleges are fuppofed to be fchools of
fcience, as well as of education ; nor is it unreafon-
able to éxpect that abody of literary men, devoted
toa life of celibacy, exempt from the care of their
own fubfiltence, and amply provided with books,
{honld devote their leifure to the profecution of
ftudy, and that fome effeéts of their Rudies fhould
be manifelted to the world. The Mhelves of theirlib«
rary groan under the weight of the Benedictioe folios,
of ch—* editions of the hth‘“is , and the colle&ions
of the middle ages, which have iffued from the ﬁng‘-‘
abbey'of 8t. Germain de i’rez at Paris. A compofiticn
of genius muft be the offspring of one mind; but
fuch works of indufiry, as may be divided among
many hands, and muft be continued during many
years, are the peculiar province of a laborious com-
munity. If I inquire into the mznufa@ures of the
monks of Magdalen, ifJ extend the inquiry to the
other colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, a filent
biufh, orafcornful frown, will be the enly seply.
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The fellows or monks of my time were decent cafy
men, who fupinely enjoyed the gifts of the founder:
their days were filled by aferies of uniform employ-
ments ; the chapel and the hall, the coffee-houfe and
the common room, till they retired, weary and well
fatisfied, to a long flumber. From the toi] of reading,
or thinking, or writing, they had abfolved their
confcience ; and the firlt fhoots of learning and in.
genuity withered on the ground, without yielding
any fruits to the owners or the public. As a gentle-
man commoner, 1 was admitted to the fociety of the
fellows , and fondly expected that fome queftions of
literature would be the amuﬁng‘ and infirudtive
topics of their difcourfe. Their converfation flagna-
ted in a round of college bufinefs, Tory politics,
perfonal anecdotes, and private fcandal: their dull
and deep potations excufed the brilk intemperance
of youth ; and their conflitutional toafts were not
expreflive of the molt lively loyalty for the houfe of
Hanover. A General election was now approaching:
the great Oxford(hire conteft already blazed with all
the malevolence of party-zeal. NVagdalen College
was devoutly attached to the old intereft! and the
names of Wenman and Dalhwood were more fre.
quently pronounced, than thofe of Cicero and Chry-
foltom. The example of the fenior fellows could not
infpire the under-graduates with a liberal fpirit or
ftudious emulation; and I cannot defcribe, as I never
koew , the difcipline of college. Some duties may
poflibly have been impofed on the poor fcholars,
whofe ambition afpired to the peaceful honors of a
fellowlhip (afcribi quietis ordinibus --- - Deorum);
but
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but no independent members were admitted below
the rank of a gentleman commoner, and our velvet
cap was the cap of liberty. A tradition prevailed
that fome of our predeceffors had fpoken Latin de-
clamations in the hall ; but of this ancient cultom no
veltige remained: the obvious methods of public
exercifes and examinations were totally unknown
and [ have never heard that either the prefident or
the fociety interfered in the private economy of
the tutors and their pupils.

The filence of the Oxford profeffors, which de-
prives the youth of public infirucion, is imperfectly
fupplied by the tutors, as they are fiyled, of the
feveral colleges. Inftead of confining themfelvesto
afingle fcience, which had fatisfied the ambition-of
Burman or Bernoully, they teach, or promife to
teach, either hiftory or mathematics, or ancient lite
rature, of moral philofophy ; and as it is poffible that
they may be defective 1n all, it is highly probable
that of fome they will be ignorant. They are paid,
indeed, by private contributions; but their appoints
ment depends on the head of the houfe: their dilis
gence s voluntary, and will confequently be Iangnid;
while the pupils themfelves, or their parents, are not
indulged in the liberty of choice or change. The
firft tutor into whofe hands I was refigned appears
to have been one of the belt of the tribe : Pr. Wald.
grave was a learned and pious man, of 2 mild difpo-
fition, (tri& morals, and abftemious life, who feldom
mingled in the politics or the jollity of the college.
But his knowledge of the world was confined to the
univerfity ; his learning was of the laft, rather than

Vot. L E
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of the prefent age; his temper was indolent; his
faculties , which were not of the firlt rate , had been
relaxed by the climate, and he was fatisfied, like his
fellows, with the flight and fuperficial difcharge of
an important truflt. As foon as my tutor had founded
the infufficiency of his difciple in fchool-learning, he
propofed that we (hould read every morning from
ten to eleven the comedies of Terence. The fum of
my improvement in the univerfity of Oxford is con-
fined to three or four Latin plays ; and even the ftudy
of an elegant claffic, which might have been illuftra-
ted by a comparifon of ancient and modern theatres,
was reduced to a dry and literal interpretation of the
author’s text. During the firt weeks I conftantly
attended thefe leflons in my tutor’s room; butas
they appeared equally devoid of profit and pleafure,
I was once tempted to try the experiment of a formal
apology. The apology was accepted with a fmile.
I repeated the offence with lefs ceremony; the ex-
cufe was admitted with the fame indulgence: the
flighteft motive of lazinefs or indifpofition, the molt
trifling avocation at home or abroad, was allowed
as a worthy impediment; nor did my tutor appear
confcious of my abfence or neglect. Had the hour
of lecture been conftantly filled, a fingle hour was
a fmall portion of my academic leifure. No plan of
ftudy was recommended for my ufe; no exercifes
were prefcribed for his infpection ; and , ac the moft

recious feafon of youth, whole days and weeks
were fuffered to elapfe without labor or amufement,
without advice or account. If{hould have liftened to
the voice of reafon and of my tutor; his mild beha«
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viour had gained my confidence. 1 prefﬂrred his
fociety to that of the younger [tudents; and in our

; evening walks to the top of Heddington-hill, we
f freely converfed on a variety of fubj E’L’tw Smce the
d days of Pocock and Hyde, Olu.l‘ltdl learning has
i always been the pride of Oxford, and I once ex-
o p refled an inclination to fudy Arabic. His prudence
of difcouraged this childifh flmcy, but he ne{*lcﬁed
e the fair occafion of directing the arder of. a curious
v mind. During my abfence in the Summer-vacation,
+ Dr Waldegraveacceptedacollege-living at Walhing-
%, ton in bufﬁ.x, and on my return 1 no longer fouad
i him at Oxford. From that time 1 have loft fight of

my firlt tutor ; but at the end of thirty years (1781)
he was {till alive; and the pra&ice of exercife and
e temperance bad entitled him to a healthy old age.
The long recefs between the Trinity and Mi.
chaelmas terms empties the colleges of Oxford, as
well as the courts of Welkminfter. I fpent, at my
father’'s houfe at Bur!ron in Hampthire, the two
months of Augult and September. It is whimfical
enough , that as foon as I left Magdalen College,
eit mwy tafte for books began to revive ; but it was the
fame blind and boyifh tafte for the purfuit of exotic

3, hiftory. Unprovided with original lea arning , unfos-
ot med in the habits of thinking, uafkilled in tl:e arts of
cifes compofition, I refolved—to write a book. The title
aol of this fick Effay , the Age of Sefofiris, was perhaps

fuggefted by Valtaire’s Age of Lewis XIV. which
was new and popular; but my fole objec was to
inveltigate the probable date of the life and reign of
the conqueror of Afia. I was then enamoured of Sic

E 2
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John Marfham’s Canon Chronicus; an elaborate
work, of whofe merits and defeéts I was not yet
qualified to judge. According to his {p .Lucas,though
narrow plan, I fettled my helo about the time of
Solomon , in the tenth century before the Chriftian
sera. 1t was therefore incumbent on me, unlefs I
would adopt Sir Ifaac Newton’s thorter chrenology,
to remove a formidable objection ; and my folution,
for a youth of fifteen , is not devoid of ingenuity. In
his verfion of the Qacr‘cd Books, Ma ncd*n the lzlg‘i
prielt has identified Sethofis, or Sefoftris, with the
elder brother of Danaus, who landed in Greece, ac-
cording to the Parian M‘.rblc, fifteen hundred and
ten years before Chrift. But in my fup Poﬁtlou the
high prieft is guilty of a voluntary error; flattery is
the prolific pa;cutol falthood. M w”'*qa Hiftory of
Egypt 1is dt(u(""tcu to I
derived a fabulous or il
IViacedonian king:
is the ancefltor of He cuI-:. ;
the elder branch, his
are the fole reprefentatives of th ¢ 10ya

1
i
i

P N

°m] hiladelphus, who

O_O

may claim by inheritance tl 1 hej
hold by conqueft. Such were my juvenile ‘difco-
veries; at a riper age, I'no longer prel
n"’LL tu,. Gre ek, the Jewilh,‘and the Egy
whic h 'u'e 109 m'a f’u' nt

nal ignora:a

without much inter
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diverfions ; and I already heard the mufic of public
a ppmn“ The difcovery of my own weaknels was
the firlt lymptom of tafte. On my return to Oxford,
the :".3;: of Sefoflris was wifely relinquifhed ; but
he imperfect fheets remained twenty years at the
bottom of a drawer, till, in a general clearance of
papers, {November 1772,) they were committed
to the flames.

After the departure of Dr. Waldgrave, I was
transferred , with his other pupils, to his academical
I,crl whofe literary character did not command the

refpect of the college. Dr HExEX well 1'C'ucmbcw 1
that he had a falary to receive, and only forgot th:

h 3 duty to gm:iulm. l:f._.ld of guiding the
fludies , and watching over the behaviour c{ his
difciple, I was never Luxmr-cm*cl to attend even the
ceremony. of a lecture; and, excepting one volun-
tary vifit to his rooms, during the eight months of
his titular office, the tutor 'md pupiblived in the
fame college as firangers to each other. The want of

experience, of advice, and of occupation, foon be-
trayed me into fome improprieties ot conduct, ill-
chofer company , late hours, and inconfidesrate
cxpenfe. My growing debts might be fecret; but
my frequent f')!‘e'r? was vifible and fcandalous:

and a tour to Bath, a vifit into Pucklwlwmhlre,
and four excurfions to London in the fame wiater,
were coflly and dangerous frolics. They were, in-

deed, withaut a meaning, as without an excufe.
AR ‘

T'he irkfomenefs ofa cloi Rcrbd life rgpeated] y tempt-
ed me to v;:ndcr; but my chief pleafure was L‘nc of

travells

Ing; and k was too vouﬁ;_:d bafhful to en;
j %y

Lo}

;.

=
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like 2 Manly Oxonian in Town, the pleafures of
London. In all thefe excurfions I eloped from Ox-
ford; I returned to college; in a few days I eloped
again , as if 1 had been an independent ftranger ina
bired lodging, without once hearing the voice of
admonition, without once feeling the hand of con-
trol. Yet my time was loft, my expenfes were mul-
tiplied, my bebaviour abroad was unknown; folly
as well as vice fhould have awakened the attention
of my fuperiors, and my tender years would have
juftified a more than ordinary degree of refiraintand
difcipline.

It might at leaft be expected, that an ecclefiaftical
fchool fhould inculcate the orthodox principles of
religion. But our venerable mother had contrived
to unite the oppolfite extremes of bigotry and indif-
ference : a heretic, or unbeliever, was a monfter in
her eyes; but fhe was always, or often, or fometimes,
remifs in the {piritual education of her own children.
According to the ftatutes of the univerfity, every ftu-
dent, before he is matriculated, muft {ubfcribe his
affent to the thirty.nine articles of the church of
England, which are {igned by more thanread, and
read by more than believe them. My mfufficient
age excufed me, however, from the immediate per-
formance of this legal ceremony ; and the vice-chan-
cellor directed me to return, as foon as I (hould have
accomplifhed my fifteenth year; recommending me,
in the mean while, to the infiru&ion of my college.
My college forgot to inftruct: I forgot to return,
and was myfelf forgotten by the firlt magiftrate of
the univerfity. Waithout a fingle lecture, either
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public or private, either chriftian or proteltant,
without any academical fubfcription, without any
epifcopal confirmation , I was lefc by the dim lighe of
my catechifm to f:wp:: my way to the ch\pel and
communion-table, where [ was admitted, withouta
queftion, how far, or by what means, I might be
qualified to receive the facrament. Such almo{t incre-
c‘ ble neglect was productive of the worlt mifchicfs.
From my childhood 1 had been fond of religious
difputation: my poor aunt has been often puzzled
by the myfteries which fhe ftrove to believe; nor
had the elaftic fpring been totally broken by the
weiglit of the 1Lmofp! ieve of Oxford. The blind a&i-
vity of idlenefs urged me to advance without armor
into the dangerous mazes of controver{y; and at the
age of fixteen, L bewildered myfelf in the errors of
the church of Rome.

The progrefls of my converfion may tend to illuf.
trate, atlealt, the hiltory of my own mind. It was
not long fince Dr. Middleton’s free inquiry had
founded an alarm in the theological world: much
ink and much gall had been {pilt in the defence of the
primitive’ miracles; and the two dulleft of their
champions were crowned with academic honors by
the univer"‘*“y of Oxford. The name of Middleton
was unpepular; and his profcription very narurally
led me to perufe his writings, and thafe of his anta-
gonifts. His bold criticifm, which approaches the
precipice of infidelity , produced on my mind a
fingular effe&; and had I perfevered in the com-
munion of Rome, I {hould now apply to my own
fortune the predicion of the Sybil,

E 4




MEMOIRS OF

—— Via prima falutis,
Ouod minime reris , Graia , pandetur ab urbe.

The Lie" ace of ftyle and freedom of argument
were repelied by a {hield of prejudice. I fiill revered
the charader , or rather the names, of the fzints and
fathers whom Dr. Middleton expofes ; nor could he
deftroy my implicit belicf, that the gift of miracu-
fous powers was continued in the church, during
the firft four or five centuries of chriftianity. But I
was unable to refift the weight of hiftorical evidence,
that within the fame period moft of the leading doc-
trines of popery were already introduced in theory
and practice: nor was my conciufion abfurd, that
miracles are the teft of truth, and that the church
mult be ortbodox and pure, which was fo often ap-
proved by the vifible nterpofition of the Deity. The
marvellous tales which are fo boldly attefted by the
Bafils and Chryfoftoms, the Auftins and Jeroms,
compelled me to embrace the fuperior merits of celi-
bacy, the inftitution of the monaftic life, the ufe of
the fign of the crofs, of holy oil, and even of images,
the invocation of faints, the worfhip of relics, the
rudiments of purgatory in prayers for the dead , and
the tremendons myftery of the facrifice of the body

and blood of Chrift, which infenfibly fwelled into
the prodigy of t]amuhuartmvon In thefe difpofi-
tions, and alrgady more than half a convert, I formed
an unlucky intimacy with a young gentleman of ous
college, whofe name I fhall fpare. With a chara&er
lefs refolute, IVie. ** * % had imbibed the {ame reli-
gious opinions; and fomePopifh bocks, I}mow not
through what channel, were conveyed inte his
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poffeffion. I read, Iapplauded, I believed : the Englifh
tranflations of two famous works of Bofluet Bifhop
of Meaux, the Expofition of the Catholic Dodrine,
and the Hiftory of the Proteftant Variations , achie-
ved my converfion, and I furely fell by a noble hand.*
1 have fince examined the originals with a more
difcerning eye, and fhall not hefitate to pronounce,
that Boffuet isindeed a mafter of all the weapons of
controverfy. In the Expofition, a fpecious apology,
the orator affumes, with confummate art, the tone
of candor and fimplicity ; and the ten-horned moni{-
ter is transformed, at his magic touch, into the
milk-white hind , who mult be loved as foon as {he
is feen. In the Hiftory, a bold and well-aimed attack,
he difplays, with a happy mixture of narrative and
argument, the faults and follies, the changes and
gontradiGtions of our firft reformers; whofe varia-
tions (as he dexteroufly contends) are the mark of
hiftorical error, while the perpetual unity of the
catholic church is the fign and teit of infallible truth.
To my prefent feelings it feems incredible that I
fhould ever believe thatI believed in tranfubfianti.
ation. But my conqueror oppreffed me with the
facramental words, “ Hoc eft corpus meum, ” and
dafhed againft each other the figurative half - mean.
ings of the proteftant fects: every objection was
refolved into omnipotence; and after repeating at St.

Mary’s the Athanafian creed, I humbly acqulefced
in the myfery of the real prefence.

To iake up half on trufl, and half to try,
Name it not faith, but bungling bigotry.
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Both knave and fool, the merchant we may call. )

7o pay great fums, and to compound the [mall,

For who would break with Heaven , and would not }
break for all? J

No fooner had I fettled my new religion thanl
refolved to profefs myfelf a catholic. Youth 1s
fincere and impetuous; and a momentary glow of
enthufiafm had raifed me above all temporal confid-
erations.’

By the keen proteltants, who would gladly reta-
liate the example of perfecution, a clamor is raifed
of the increafe of popery : and they are-always lond
to declaim againft the toleration of priefts and jefuits,
who pervert fo many of his majefty’s fubjects from
their religion and allegiance. On the prefent occa-
fion, the fall of one or more of her fons diredted this
clamor againft the univerfity ; and it was confidently
affirmed that popifh miffionaries were fuffered, under
various difguifes, to introduce themfelves into the
colleges of Oxford. But juftice obliges me to declare,
that, as far as relates to my{elf, this affertion 1s falfe;
and that I never converfed with a prieft, or even
with a papift, till my reflolution from books was ab.
folutely fixed. Inmy laft excurflion to London, I
addreffed myfelf to Mr. Lewis, a Roman catholic
bookfeller in Ruffel-ireet, Covent Garden, who
recommended me to a prielt, of whole name and
order I am at prefent ignorant. In our firftinterview
he foon difcovered that perfuafion was needlefs. After
founding the motives and merits of my converfion,
he confented to admit me into the pale of the church;




MY LIFE AND 'WRITINGS. 59

and at his feet, on the eighth of June 1753, Ifolemnly,
though privately, abjured the errors of herefy. The
f@u'\lt.\.i()ll of an Englifh youth of family and foitane
was an a& of as much danger as glory; but he bravely
overlooked the danger, of which I was not then
fufficiently informed. “ Wherea perfonis reconciled
“ to the {ee of Rome, or procures others to be re-
| “ conciled, the offence (fays Blackfione) amounts
¢ to high treafon.”” And if the humanity of the age
would prevent the execution of this fanguinary fta-
tute, there were other laws of a lefs odious calt,

which condemned the prieft to perpetual Jmprlfon-
ment, and transferred the profelyte’s eftate to his
nearelt relation. An C' 1borate controverfial epiftle,
approved by my director, and addrefled to my father,
announced and jultified the ftep which I bad taken.
My father was neither a bigot nor a philofopher;
i but his afe&ion deplored the lofs of an only fon;

and his good fenfe was altonifhed at my ﬁrangc de-
parture from thetel igion of my country. In the firlk

. fally of paffion he'divulged a fecret which prudence
e"’ mw’w have fuppreffed, aml the gates of [Vlagdalen
1)

v Cod"gc were for ever fhut agal pﬁ my return. Many

years afterwards, when the name of Gibbon was
become as notorious as that of Middleton, 1t was
induftrioufly whifpered at Oxford , that the hiftorian
had formerly « turned papit:” my character fhood
expofed to the reproach of inconftancy; and this
invidious topic would have been handled without
mercy by my opponents, could they have feparated
my caufe from that of the voiverfity. For my own
part, I am proud of an honeft facrifice of intereft to
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confcience. I can never blufh, if my tender mind
was entangled in the fophiftry that feduced the acute
and manly underftandings of CHILLINGWORTH and
BavLe, who afterwards emerged from {fuperftition
to fcepticiim.
While Charles the Firlt governed England, and
wvas himlelf governed by a catholic queen ; it cannot
be denied that the miflionaries of Rome labored with
impunity and fuccefs in the court, the country, and
even the univerfities. One of the (heep,
—— Whon the grim wolf with pricy paw
Daily devours apace, and nothing [{ur]
is IVIr. William Chillingworth, I\’iaum of Arts, and
Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford; who, at the
ripe age of twenty-eight years, was perfuaded to
clope from Oxford , to the Englifh feminary at Dou-
ay in Flanders. Same difputes with Fifher, a fubtle
jefuit, might firt awaken him from the p[LJLIQLCES
of education; but he yielded to his own victorious
argument, “ that there muflt be fomewhere an infal-
¢ lible judge; and that the church of Rome is the
¢ only chriftian fociety which either does or can
¢« pretend to that characer.” Aftera fhort trial of a
few months, Mr. Chillingworth was again tormented
by religious fcruples: he returned home, refumed
his ftudies, unravelled his miftakes, and delivered
his mind from the yoke of authority and fuperftition,
His new creed was built on the principle, that the
Bible is our fole judge, and pri real:
.
L

o

5
1
H
i

m:c*prcter : and he ably main
the Religion of a Proteftant, k which, after
ft;zrding the doctors of Oxford , is fiill elteemed the
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molt folid defence of the Reformation. Thelearning,

: the virtue, the recent merits of the author, entitled

: him to fair preferment: buat the flave had now bro-
ken his fetters; and the more'he weighed, the'lefs
was he (!liprL({ to fubfcribe to the thirty.nine arties
§ les of the church of England. "'Ina puvd;e]atter he
declares, with all the energy of languaze, that he
_, could not fubferibe to them without fubferibing to
‘ his own damnation ; and that if ever he fhould depart
from this immoveable refolution, he would allow
his friends to think him a madman, or an‘atheift. “As
the letter is without a date, we cannot afcertain the
number of weeks or menths'that elapfed between
:

this paffionate abhorrence and the Sali b ury Regilter;
which is ftill extant. “Ego Gulielndns Chillingworth,

... ...omnibus hifce articulis, ......'& nnw ulis
¢ 10 iildem contentis volens, &ex animo lubfmbn,
144

& confenfum meum iifdem prxbeo. 20 dieJulit
€« 1638.” But, alas! the cnanccllol and prebendary
of Sarum foon deviated from his own fubfeription
as he more deeply fcrutinized the article of the Tri
nity, neither fcripture nor the primitive ‘fathers
could long uphold his orthodox belief; and he could
not but confefs, “ that the dodtrine of l\riuq is either
“ acruth, orat fealt nodamnable herefy.” From this
‘middle region of the air, the defcent Gf his reafor
would naturally reft on the firmer ga ound of the So-
cinians: and if we may credit a doubtful ftory, and
the popuiar opinion, his anxious inquiries at laft
{ubfided in philofophic indifference. So confpicuous,
ho‘vever were the candor of his nature and the 1n-
ocence of his heart, that this apparent levity did

=
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not affedt the reputation of Chillingweorth: His fre-
quent changes proceeded from too nice an iaguifition
into truth. Hisdoubts grew out of him{elf; he affilted
them with all the ftrength of his reafon: he was then
too hardHor himlelf ; but finding as little quiet and
repole in thofe victories, he quickly recovered , by
a newappeal to his own judgment : {o that in all his
fallies and retreats, he was in fa&t his own convert.
Bayle was the fon of a Calvinilt minifter in a
remote province of France, at the foot of the Pyre-
nees. For the benefit, of education, the proteltants
were tempted to rifk their children in the catholic
univerfities ; and in the twenty-
age, young Bayle was feduced by the arts and argu.
ments of the jefuits of Thouloule. He remained about
feventeen months (19th March 1669 — 19th Auguft
1670) 1n their hands, a voluntary captive; and a
letter to his parents, which the new convert compos
fed or fublfcribed (15th April 1670), is darkly tinged
with the fpirit of popery. But Nature had defigned
him to think as he pleafed, and to fpeak as he
thought: his piety was offended by the excefiive
worlbip of creatures ; and the ftudy of phyfics con-
vinced him of the impoflibility of tranfubltantiation,
which is abundantly refuted by the teltimony of cur
fenfes. Hisreturn to the communion of a falling e&
was a bold and difintereflted ftep, that expofed hin
to the rigor of the laws; and a fpeedy flight to Ge.
neva proteéted him from the refentment of bis fpiri-
tual tyrants, unconlcious as they were of the full
value of the prize, which they had loft. Had Bayle
adhered to the catholic church, had he embraced

econd year of. his
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the ecclefia ftical profeffion, the genius and favor of
fuch a profelyte might have afpired to wealth and
honors in his native country : but the hypocrite
would have found lefs b ur')inefs in the comforts of
a benefice, or the dnomty of a mitre, than he enjoyed
at Rotterdam in a private ftate of exile, indigence,
and freedom. Without a country, or a patron, or
a prejudice, he claimed the liberty and fubfifted by
the labors of his pen: the inequality of his volumi-
nous works is explained and excufed by his alternately
writing for himfelf, for the bookfellers, and for
pofterity ; and if a fevere critic would reduce him to-
a fingle folio, that relic, like the books of the Sybil,
would become ftill more valuable. A calm and lofty
fpedtator of the rehgious temocﬂ.‘ the philofopher
of Rotterdam condemned with eqlmi firmnefs the
perfecution of Lewis the Fourteenth, and the repub-
lican maxims of the Calvinilts;. their vain prophe-
cies, and the intolerant bigotry which fometimes
vexed his folicary retreat. Inreviewing the contro-
verfies of the times, he turned againft each other the
arguments of the difputants; fucceflively wielding
the arms of the catholics and *:rﬂ‘cf’mma, he proves
that neither the way of authority, nor the way of
examination can afford the multitude any telt of
religious truth ; and dexteroufly concludes that cul-
tom and education muft be the fole grounds of po-
pular belief. The ancient paradox of Plutarch, that
atheifm is le(s pernicious than fuperftition,, acquircg
a tenfold vigor , when it is adorned with the colors
of his wit, and pointed with the acutenefs of his
logic. His critical dictionary is a vaft repofitory of
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fa&s and opinions; and he balan
in his fceptical fcales, till the
(if I may ufe the language of algebra)
other. The wondcz.;}i power which he fo boldly
exercifed , of aflembling doubts and c“jﬂc“cio":
had tempted him Jcboxcly to affume the title of the
vsQelgyeperas Zivg. the clouJ-ccmpeIImg Jove;andin
a converfation with the ingenious Abbé (afterwards
Cardinal) de Polignac, he freely difclofed his uni-
verhl Pyrrhont fu. i I am o '>£‘z tr uly (faid Bayle)ya

“ proteftant; for I DroLf_J; ifferently againft zll
« fyftems and all s’

'he academical refentment, which I may poffib-
ly have provoked, will prude 1t]y {pare this plain
narrative of my ftudies, or rather of my idicnels;
and of the unfortunate event which fhorténed the
term of my refidence at Oxford. But it may be
fuggefted, that my father was unlucky in the choice
of a fociety, and tlw chance of a tutor. It will
perhaps be aflerted, that in the lapfe of forty years
nany improvements i‘.ﬁ' e taken ;,z ¢e in the col-
lege and in the univerfity. I am not uowilling to
believe, that fome tutors might have been found
more a&ive than Dr. Waldgrave , and lefs con-
tcmptluie than Dr. % About the fame _ime,
and in the fame walk, a Beatham was {ill tread-
ing in the footfteps of a Burton, vmofc naxims he
had adopted, and whofe life he had publifhed. The
bloe;raphm indeed pre?m;{'d tu ff:, ol glc to
the new phi !Jfophy, Burgur{dicius to Locke; and
the hero appears, 1 his own writings, a fiiff and
conceited pcdant. Yet even thefe men , according
to

1
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L™

to the meafure of their capacity ; might be diligent
and ufeful; and it is recorded of Burton, that he
taught his pupil§ what he knew ; fome Latin, fome
Greek,; fome ethics and metaphyfics ; referring them
to proper malters for the languages and fciences
of which he was ignorant, At a more recent  pe-
riod , maoy {tudents have been attracted by the
merit and reputation of Sir William Scott , then a
tutor in Univerfity College, and now confpicuous
in the profeflion of the civil law : my perfonal ac.
quaintance with that gentleman has infpifed me
with ajult elteem for his abilities and knowledge ;
and I am affured that his leGures on hiftory would
compofe, were they given to the public, a moft
valuable treatife. - Under the aufpices of the prefent
Archbifhop of York, Dr. Markham, himfelf an
eminent {cholar, a more regular difcipline has been
introduced , as I am told, at Chrilt Church Ysia
courfe of claffical and philefophical ftudies is pro-
pofed, and even purfued, in that numerous femin.
ary: learning has been made a duty, a pleafure,
and even a fathion ; and feveral young gentlemen
do honor to the college in which they have been
educated, According to the will of the donor,
the profit of the fecond part of Lord Clarendon’s
Hiftory has been applied to the eftablifhment of a
riding - fchool, that the polite exercifes might be
taught, I know not with what fuccefs, in the uni-
verlity, The Vinerian profefforfhip is of far more
ferious 1mportance; the laws of his country are
the firlt fcience of an Englifhman of rank® and for-
tune, who is called to be a magiftrate, and may
Vor. L F
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hope to bea fegiflator. This judicious inflitution
was coldly entertained by the graver do&ors, who
cornplained (I have heard the complaint) that it
would take the young people from their books :
but Mr. Viner's benefadtion is not unprofitable,
fince it has at Jealt produced the excellent commen-
taries of Sir William Black{tone.

After carrying me to Putney, to the houfe of
his friend Mr. Mallet®, by whofe philofophy 1 was

rather fcandalized than reclaimed, 1t was neceffary -

for my father to form a new plan of education,
and to devife fome method which, if pofiible,
might effet the cure of my fpiritual malady:. Afte
much debate it was determined , from the advice
and perfonal experience of M. Eliot (now Lord
Eliot) to fix me, during fome years, at Laufanne
sn Switzerland. Mr. Frey , a Swifs gentleman of
Bafil, undertook the conduct of the journey: we
Jefc London the 1gth of June, croffed the fea from
Dover to Calais, travelled poft through feveral
provinces of France, by the direct road eof St
Quentin , Rheims , Langres, and Befancon , and
arrived the 3oth of June at Laufanne, where I was
immediately fettled under the roof and tuition of
Mr. Pavilliard, a Calvinift minifter.

The &tft marks of my father’s difpleafure rather
aftonifhed than afflicted me: when he threatened
to banifh, and difown, and difinherit a rebelliovs
fon, 1 cherifhed 2 fecret hope that he would not
be able or willing to effet his menaces; and the
pride of confcience encouraged me to fuftain the
honorable and important part which 1 was nowr

1
1
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acting. My fpirits were raifed and kept alive by
the rapid motion of my journey, the new and va-
rious fcencs of the Continent, and the civility of
Mr. Frey, a man of fenfe, who was not ignorant
of books or the world. But after he had refigned
me 1nto Pavilliard’s hands, and I was fixed in my
new habitation, I had leifure to contemplate the
ftrange and melancholy profpe& before me. My
firft complaint arofe from my ignorance of the lan-
guage. In my childhood I had once ftudied the
French grammar, and I conld imperfeély unders
ftand the ealy profe of a familiar fubje@. But when
1 was thus fuddenly caft on a foreign land, Ifound
myfelf deprived of the ufe of fpeech and of hearing;
and, during fome weeks, incapable not only of
enjoying the pleafures of converfation, but even
of alking or anfwering a queftion in the common
intercourfe of life. To a home-bred Englifhman
every objedt, every cultom was offenfive; but the
native of any country might have been difgufted
with the general afpe@ of his fodging and enter.
tainment. I had now exchanged my elegant apart-
ment in Magdalen College, for a narrow, gloomy
fireet, the moft unfrequented of an unhandf{ome
town, for an old inconvenient houfe, and for a
fmall chamberill.contrived and ill-furnifhed, which,
on the approach of Winter, inflead of a compan-
ionable fire, muft be warmed by the dull invifible
beat of a ftove. From a man I was again degraded
to the dependance of a fchool - boy. IVIr. Pavil«
liard managed my expenfes, which had been re.
duced to a diminutive flate : 1 received a fmall

F a
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monthly allowance for my pocket-money ; and
helplefs and awkward as I have ever been, I no
longer enjoyed the indifpenfable comfort of a fer-
vant. My condition feemed as deftitute of hope,
asit. was devoid of pleafure: I was feparated for
an indefinite, which appeared an infinite term, from
my native country ; and 1 had loft all connexion
with my catholic friends. 1 have fince reflected
with furprife, that as the Romifh clergy of every
part of Europe maintain a clofe correfpondence
with each other, they never attempted , by letters
or meflages, to refcue me from the hands of the
heretics, or at lealt to confirm my zeal and con-
ftancy in the profeffion of the faith. Such was my
firft introduction to Laufanne; a place where [
{pent nearly five years with pleafure and . profit,
which I afterwards revifited without compulfion,
and which I have finally feleGted as the molt grate-
ful retreat for the decline of my life.

But it is the peculiar felicity of youth that the molt
unpleafing objects and cvents feldom make a deep or
lafting impreffion; it forgets the paft, enjoys the
prefent, and anticipates the future. At the flexible
age of fixteen I foon learned to endure, and gradually
to adopt, the new forms of arbitrary manners: the
real hardfhips of my ficuation were alienated by time.
Had | been fent abroad in a more fplendid ftyle, fuch
as the fortune and bounty of my father might have
fupplied , I mighthave returned home with the fame
fiock of language and fcience, which our countrymen
wlually import from the Continent. An exile and a
prifoner as I was , their example betrayed me inte
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fome irregularities of wine, of play, and of idle
excurfions : butIfoon felt the impoflibility of aflocia-
ting with them on equal terms; and after the departure
of my firft acquaintance , I held a cold and civil cor-
refpnndcnce with their fucceffors. Thisfeclufion from
Englifh fociety was attended with the molt folid bene-
fits. In the Pays de Vaud ; the French language is
ufed with lefs imperfe&ion than in moft of the diftant
provinces of France : in Pavilliard’s family; neceffity
compelled me to liften and to fpeak; and if I was at
firlt difheartened by the apparent flownefs |, in a few
months I was aftonifhed by the rapidity of my pro-
grefs. My pronunciation was formed by the conftant
repetition of the fame founds; the variety of words
and 1dioms, the rules of grammar, and diftin&@ions
of genders, were impreffed in my memory: eale
and freedom were obtained by pradice; corre@nefs
and elegance by labor; and before I was recalled
home, French, in which I fpontaneoufly thought,
was more familiar than Englifh to my ear, my tongue,
and my pen. The firlt effect of this opening know-
ledge was the revival of my love of reading , which
had been chilled at Oxford ; and I foon turned over,
without much choice, almoft all the French booksin
my tutor’s library. Even thefe amufements were
productive of real advantage: my talte and judgment
were now fomewhat riper. I was introduced toanew
mode of [tyle and iltrmmm' by the comparifon of
manners and opinions,, my views were enlarged,

my prejudices were corrected, and acopious volun-
tary abftract of the Hifloire de I Eglife & de I Empire
b) le Sueur , may be placed ina middle line between

F3
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my childifh and my manly ftudies. As foon as T was
able to converfe with the natives, I began to feel
fome fatisfaction in their company : my awkward
timidity was polifhed and emboldened ; and I fre-
quented, for the firft time, aflemblies of men and
women. The acquaintance of the Pavilliards prepared
me by degrees for more elegant fociety. I wasreceived
with kindnefs and indulgence in the beft families of
Laufanne ; and it was in one of thefe that I formed an
jntimate and lafting connexion with IVIr. Deyverdun,
a young man of an amiable temper and excellent
underfianding. In the arts of fencing and dancing
{mall indeed was my proficiency ; and fome months
were idly wafted in the riding - fchool. My unfitnefls
to bodily exercife reconciled me to a fedentary life,
and the horfe, the favorite of my countrymen, never
contributed to the pleafures of my youth.

My obligations to the leffons of IVIr. Pavilliard,,
gratitude will not fuffer me to forget: he was en-
dowed with a clear head and a warm heart; his innate
benevolence had affuaged the fpirit of the church;
he was.rational, becaufe he was moderate : in the
courfe of his ftudies he had acquired a juft though
fuperficial knowledge of moft branches of literature ;
by long practice, he was {killed in the arts of teaching ;
and he labored with affiduous patience to know the
charadter , gain the affection, and open the mind of
his Englifh pupil . As foon as we began to under-
ftand each other, he gently led me, from a blind and
undiftinguifhing love of reading, into the path of
inftruction. 1 confented with pleafure that a portion
of the morning - hours thould be confecrated toa plan
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of modern hiftory and geography, and to the critical
perufal of the French and Latin claffics ; and at each
ftep I felt myfel invigorated by the habits of appli.
cation and method. His prudence reprefied and dif-
fembled fome youthful fallies; and as foon as 1 was
confirmed in the habits of indufiry and temperance,
he gave the reins into my own bands. His favorable
report of my behaviour and progrefs gradually ob~
tained fome latitude of action and expenfe; and he
wifhed to alleviate the hard(hips of my lodging and
entertainment. The principles of philofophy were
affociated with theexamples of tafte ; and by a fingu-
lar chance, the book, as well as the man, which
cont'ibut d the moft effeually to my education,
has a tronger claim on my gratztu(h than on my admi.
ration. IMr. De Croufaz, the adverfary of Bayleand
Pope, is not dlﬂ.mgm[ned by lively fancy or profound

refle@ion ; and evenin his own country, at the end
of a few years, his name and writings are almolt
obliterated. But his philofophy had been formed in
the fchool of Locke, his divinity in that of Limborch

~and Le Clerc; in a long and laborious life, feveral

generations of pupils were taughtto think, and even
to write ; his leffons refcued the academy of Laufanne
from Calviniltic prejudice; and he had the rare merit
of diffufing a more liberal {pirit among the clergy
and people of the Paysde Vaud. His{yfltem of logic,
which in the laft editions has fwelled to fix tedious
and prolix volumes, may be pnu_d as a clear and
methodical abridgment of the art of reafoning, from
our fimple ideas to the moft-complex opura:ions‘ of
¢he human underftanding. This fyftem I fludied,

'.-'T Yl
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nnd meditated , and abftraced, till [ have obtained
the free command of an univerfal inltrument, which
1 foon prefumed to exercife on my. catholic opinions.
Pavilliard was not undmindful that his firlt talk, his
molt important duty, was to reclaim me from the
errors of popery. The intermixture of feéts has
-rendered the Swils clergy acute and learned on the
topics of controverfly ; and I have fome of his letters
in which he cel:brates the dexterity of his attack, and
my gradual conceffions, aftera firm and well managed
defence '*. 1 was willing , and I am now willing,
to allow him a handfome fhare of the honor of my
converfion: yet I mult obferve, that it was princi-
pally effected by my private reflections; and I ftill
remember my folitary tranfport at the difcovery ofa
philofophical argument againft the doctrine of tran-
fubfantiation : 2at the'text of fcripture, which feems
to inculcate the real prefence, is attefted only by a
{ingle fenfe — our fight; while the real prefence itfelf
is difproved by three of our fenfes — the fight, the
touch, and the tafte. The variousarticles of the Romifh
creed difappeared like a dream ; and after a full con-
viction , on Chriftmas-day 1754, I received. the
facrament in the church of Laufanne. It was here
that I fufpended my religious inquiries , acquiefcing
with implicit belief in the tenets and my{teries, which
are adopted by the general confent of catholics and
proteltants .

Such , from my arrival at Lavfanne , during the
firlt eighteen or twenty months (July 1753—March
1755), were my ufeful ftudies, the foundation of
all my future improvements. But every man who
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rifes above the common level has received two edu-
cations : the firl} from his “"K‘hﬁ‘l”' fhe fecond, more
perfonal and important, from himfelf. He will not,
like the fanatics of thelaft age 3 i P ne the moment
of grace; but he cannot forget the era of hislife,
in which his mind has expanded to its proper form
and dimenfions. Ny worthy tutor had the good
{enfe and modefly to difcern how far he could be
ufeful : as foon as he feltthat I advanced beyond his
fpeed and meafure, he wifely lefemetomy genius;

and the hours of leffon were foon loft in the volun-
tary labor of the whole morning, and fometimes of
the whole day.  The defire of prolonging my time,
gradually confirmed the fa lutnrv habi foFearIy rifing;
to which I have always adhered » with fome regard
to feafons and fitvations: but it is happy for my
eyes and my health, that my temperate ardor has
never been feduced to trequfs on the bours of the
night. During the laft three years of my refidence
at Laufanne, I may affume the merit of ferious and
folid app ?c"ltxmz; but I am tempted to diltinguifh
the laft eight months of the year 1755, as the period
of the moft extraordinary diligence and rapid pro-
grefs*’. Inmy Frenchand Latint tra nﬂations Iadopted
an excellent metfrod, which, from my own fuc-
cefs, I would recommend to the imitation of ftudents.
I'chofe fome claffic writer, fuchas Ciceroand Vertot,
the moft approved for purity and elegance of ftyle. I
tranflated, for inftance, an epiftle of Cicero into
French; and after throwing it afide, till the words
and phrafes were obliterated from my memory, I re-
tranflated my French into fuch Latin as I could
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find ; and then compared each fentence of my imper-
fect verfion, with theeale, thegrace, the propriety
of the Roman orator. A {imilar experiment was made
on feveral pages of the Revolutions of Vertot; 1
turned theminto Latin, returned them after a fufficient
interval into my own French, and again ferutinized
the refemblance or diffimilitude of the copy and the
original. By degrees I waslefsalbhamed, by degrees
I was more fatisfied with myfelf; and I perfevered
in the pradice of thele double tranflations, which
filled feveral books, till 1 had acquired the know-
ledge of both idioms ;, and the command at lealt of
a corre ftyle. This ufeful exercife of writing was
accompanied and fucceeded by the more pleafing
occupation of reading the beft authors. The perulal
of the Roman claflics was at once my exercife and
reward. Dr. Middleton’s Hiftory, whichIthenap-
preciated abeve its true value, naturally direted me
to the writings of Cicero. The moft perfec editions,
that of Olivet which may adorn the fhelves of the
rich, that of Ernefti, which fhould lie on the table
of the learned, werenotinmy power. For the fami-
liar epiftles I ufed the text and Englifh commentary
of Bilhop Rofs: but my general edition was that of
Verburgius , publifhed at Amfterdam in two large
volumes in folio, with an indifferent choice of various
notes. I read, with application and pleafure, al/f
the epiltles, all the orations , and the moft im-
portant treatifes of rhetoric and philofophy; and as
1 read, 1 applauded the obfervation of Quintilian,
that every ftudent may judge of his own proficiency,
by the fatisfaction which he receives from the Roman
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orator. I talled the beauties of language, I brea-
thed the fpirit of freedom, and I imbibed from his
precepts aud examples the public and private fenfe
ofa man. Ciceroin Latin, and Xenophon in Greek,
are indeed the two ancients whom I would firf pro=
pofe toa liberal fcholar ; not only for the merit of
their ftyle and fentiments, but for the admirable
leflons, which may be applied almolt to every
fituation of publicand privatelife. Cicero’s Fpiﬁlcs
may in particular afford the models of every form of
correfpondem,e from the carelefs effufions of ten.
dernels and friend(hip, to the well-gnarded declara-
tion of difcreet and dignified refentment. After
finifhing this great author, a library of eloquence
and reafon, [ forr-and a more extenfive plan of review-
ing the Latin claffics ™', under thefour divifions of;
1. h;ﬁorian:. 2. poets, 3. orators, and 4. -philofo-
phers, in a chronological feries, from the days of
Plautus and Sallult, to the decline of the language
and empire of Rome : and this plan, in the laft
twenty-feven months of my refidence at Laufanne
(Januvary 1756 — April 1758), I nearly accomplithed.
Nor was this review, howeverrapid, either hafty
or fuperficial I indulged myfelf in a fecond and
even a third perufal of Terence, Virgil, Horace,
Tacitus, &c. and ftudied to imbibe the fenfe and
{pirit molt congenial to my own, I never fuffered
a difficule gr corrupt paffage to efcape, till 1 had
viewed it in every lig.;t of which it was fulceptible:
though often difappointed , 1 always confulted the
moftlearned oringenious commentators, Torrentius
and Dacieron Horace, Catrouand Servius on Virgil,
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Lipfius on Tacitus, Meziriac on Ovid, &c.; and in
the ardor of my inquiries, I embraced a large circle
of hiftorical and critical erudition. My abftraés of

ach book were madein the Frenchlanguage: my
obfervations often branched into particular effays;
and I can ftill read, without contempt, a differtation
of eight folio pages on eight lines ( 287 — 294 ) of the
fourth Georgic of Virgil. Mr. Deyverdun, my friend,
whofe name will be frequently repeated, had joined
with equal zeal, though not with equal perfeverance,
in the fame undertaking. To him every thought,
every compolfition, was inftantly communicated ;
with him 1 enjoyed the benefits of a free converfation
on the topics of our common ftudies.

3u it is fcarcely poflible fora mind endowed with
any active curiofity to be long converfant with the
Latin claflics, without afpiring to know the Greek
originals, whom they celebrate as their mafters,
and of whom they fo warmly recommend the ftudy
and imitation ,

—— Vos exemplaria Greca
Noéturna verfate mani , verfate diurna.

It was now that I regretted the early years
which had been walted in ficknefs or idlenefs, or
mere 1dle reading; that I condemned the perverfe
method of our fchoolmafters, who, by firft teaching
the mother-language, might defcend with f6 much
eafe and perfpicuity to the origin and etymology
ofa derivative idiom. In the nineteenth year of
my age I determined to fupply this defe@ ; and
the leffons of Pavilliard again contributed to
fmooth the entrance of the way, the Greek
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alphabet, the grammar, and the pronunciation
according to the French accent. At my earneft
requeft we prefumed to open the Iliad ; and 1
had the pleafure of beholding, though darkly and
through a glafs, the true image of Homer, whomI
had long fince admired in an Englifh drefs. After
my tutor had left me to myfelf, Iwomcd my way
through about half the Iliad, and afterwards interpre.
ted alonealarge portion of Xenophon and Herodo-
tus. Butmy ardor, deftitute of aid and emulation,
was gradually coaled, nd, from the barren talk
of fearching words in a lexicon, I withdrew to the
free and familiar converfation of Virgil and Taci-
tus. Yet in my refidence at Laufanne I had laid
a folid foundation, which enabled me, in a more
propitious feafon, to profecute the ftudy of Gre-
cian literature.

From a blind idea of the ufefulnefs of fuch ab-
firact fcience, my father had been defirous, and
even preffing, that I fhould devote fome time to
the mathematics **; nor could 1 refufe to comply
with fo reafonable a wifh. During two wi I
attended the privatetectures of Vionfieur de
torrens, who clcp't::.:.(l the clements of algebr:
and geometry, as far as the conic fections
Marquis de lHop:ta., and appeared fatisfied with
my diligence and improvement ‘. But as my
childifh propenfity for numbers and calculations
was totally extin&, I was content to receive the
paflive impreffion of my Profeffor’s lectures, with-
out any active exercife of my own powers. As
foon as I underflood the principles, 1 relinquifhed
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for ever the purfuit of the mathematics; riof can T la-
ment that I defifted, before my mind was hardened by
the habit of rigid demonfiration, fo deftructive of the
finer feelings of moralevidence, which muft, how-
ever, determine the actions and opinions. of our
lives. I liftened with more pleafure to the propo-
fal of ﬂudylng the law of nature and nations;
which was taught in the academy of Laufanne
by Mr. Vicat, a profeflfor of fome learning and
reputanon But, inftead of attending his public or
private courfe, I preferred in my clofet the leffons
of his mafters, and my own reafon. Without
being difgufied by Grotits or Puffendorf, 1 ftu-
dled in thelr writings the duties of 2 man , the rights
of a citizen, the theory of juftice (itis, alas! a theory )
and the laws of peace and war, which have had fome
influence on the practice of moderne Europe. My
fatigues were alleviated by the good fenfe of
their commentator Barbeyrac. Locke’s Treatife
of Government infiructed me in the knowledge

of Whig pum,lmu;, which are rather founded in
reafon than experience; but my delight was in
the frequent perufal of Montefquien, whofe energy
of ftyle, and boldnels of hypothefis, were powerful
to awaken and flimulate the genius of the age.
‘T'he'logic of De Croufaz had prepared me to en-
gage with his mafter Locke, and his antagonift
Bayle; of whom the former may be ufed as a
bridle, and the latter applied as a fpur, to the cu-
riofity of a young philofopher. According to
the nature of their refpecive works, the fcbool of
argument and objedion, I carefully went through
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the Effay on Human Underftanding, and occafion-
ally coofulted the moft intereftirg articles of the
Philofophic - Dictionary. In the infancy of my
reafon I turned over, as an idle amufement, the
moft ferious and important treatife: in its maturity,
the moft trifling performance could exercife my
tafte or judgment: and’ more than once 1 have
been led by a novel into a deep and infirudtive
train of thinking. But I cannot forbear to men-
tion three particular books, fince they may have
remotely contributed to form the hiftorian of the
Roman empire. 1. From the Provincial Letters
of Pafcal, which almoft every year 1 have peru-
fed with new pleafure, I learned to manage the
weapon of grave and temperate i:ony, even on
fubjeds of ecclefraftical folemnity. 2. The Life of
Julian, by the Abbé de la Bleterie, firlt introduced
me to the man and the times; and I fhould be
glad to recover my firft eflay on the truth of the
miracle which flopped the rebuilding of the Tem-
ple of Jerufalem. 3. In Giannone’s Civil Hiftory of
Naples, I obferved with a critical eye the progrefs
and abufe of facerdotal power, and the revolutions
of Italy in the darker ages. This various reading
which I now condu&ed with difcretion, was
digefted, according to the precept and model of
Mr. Locke, into a large common-place book; a
pradice, however, which I do not ftrenuoufly re-
commend. The adtion of the pen will doubtlefs im-
print an idea on the mind as well as on the paper : but
I much queftion whether the benefits of this labo.
rious method are adequate to the wafle of time;
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& hered, than wh'a is tranfc
;,‘:111’T two years , ’fi

fcmnc, bub at the end o‘? the thi d fummer,
father confented that I {hould make the t
Switzerland with Pavilliard : and our (hort ablen
of one month (S"rxembﬂ* ift — O&ober .:.».J'L]l,
1755) was a reward and relaxa tion of my alliduous
ftudies'’. The fathion of climbing the mountains
and reviewing the Glaciers, had not yet been in-
troduced by foreign travellers, who feek the fub.
lime beauties of nature. ~But the political face of
the country is not lefs diverfified by t m forms and
fpirit of fo many vauc,‘la republics, from the jeal-
ous government of the few to the 1' “u'muq free.
dom of the many. 1 contemplated with pleafure
the new profpedts of men and manners; thoug gh my
converfation with the natives would have been
more free and inftru@ive , had I poffefled the Ger-
man , as well as the French langnage. We pafled
through moft of the principal towns of f Switzerland;
Neufchatel, Bienne, Soleure, Arau, Baden, Zurich,

Bafil, and Bern. Inevery place we vifited the chur-
ches, arfenals, libraries, and all the moft eminent
pcr[ons, and after my return, I digelted my notes
in fourteen or fifceen fheets of & French journal ,
which 1 difpatched to my father, as a proof that
my time and his money had not been mif- {pent.
Had I found this journal among his papers, I m10L|.
be tempted to fele&t fome paﬁ‘iges ; but I will not
tranfcribe
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tranfcribe the printed accounts ; and it may be fuf-
ficient to notice a remarkable fpot, which left a
deep and laftibg impreffion on my memory. From
Zurich we proceeded to the Beneditine Abbey of
Einfidlen , more commonly ftyled Our Lady of
the Hermits. © I was aftonifhed by the profufe of:
tentation of riches in the pooreft corner of Europe;
amidft a favage fcene of woods and mountains, a
palace appears to have been erected by magic; and
1t was erected by the potent magic of religion. A
crowd of palmers and votaries was proftrate before
the altar.  The title and worfhip of the [Vidther of
God provoked my indignation; and the lively
naked image of fuperftition fuggeflted to me, as
in the fame place it had done to Zuinglius, the
molt prefling argument for the reformation of the
church. ' About two years after this tour, 1 paffed
at Geneva a ufeful and agreeable month ; but this
excurfion , and fome fhort vifits in the Pays de
Vaud, did not materially iaterrupt my fludious
and fedentary life at Laufanne.

My thirft of improvement, and the languid flate
of fcience at Laufanne, foon prompted me to fos
licit a literary correfpondence with feveral men of
learning, whom I bad not an opportunity of per.
fonally cBnfulting. 1. In the perufal of Livy, ( xxx.
44.) T had been ftopped by a fentence in a fpeech
of Haonibal, which cannot be reconciled by any
torture with his character or argument. The com-
mentators diffemble, or confefs their perplexity.
It occurred to me, that the change of a fingle let=
ter, by fubftituting otio inftead of odio, might

Vor. L G
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reftore a clear and confiftent ‘fenfe; but I wilbed
to weighmy emendation in fcales lefs partial than
myv own. 1addrefled myfelf to Vr. Crevier *, the
fucceflor of Rollin, and a profeffor in the univer-
fity of Paris, who had publifhed ‘a large and va-
luable edition of Livy. His anfwer was fpcedy and
polite; he praifed my ingenuity , and adopted my
conjecture. 2. Imaintained a Latin correfpondence,
at firlt anonymous , and afterwards in my own
name , with Profeffor Breitinger ** of Zurich, the
learned editor of a Septuagint Bible. In our frequent
letters we difcuffed many queftions of antiquity,
many paffages of the Latin claffics. I propofed my
interpretations and amendments.  His cenfures, for
he did not fpare my boldnefs of conjecture, were
fharp and ftrong; and I was encouraged by the
confciouflnefs of my firength, when I could ftand
in free debate againft a critic of fuch eminence and
erudition. 3. I correfponded on fimilar topics
with the celebrated ‘Profeffor Matthew Gefner™,
of the univerfity of Gottingen; and he accepted, as
courteoufly as the two former, the invitation of an
unknown youth. But his abilities might poflibly
be decayed; his elaborate letters were feeble and
prolix: and when I alked his proper direction, the
vain old man covered half a fheet of pper with
" the foolifh enumeration of his titles and offices.
4. Thefe Profeffors of Paris, Zurich, and Gottin-
gen, were ftrangers, whom 1 prefumed to addrefs
on the credit of their name; but Mr. Allamand ™,
Minifter at Bex, was my perfonal friend, with whom
Lmaintained a more free and interefting correfpond-
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ence: He was a maller of language, of fcience,
and, above all, of difpute;and his acute and flexible
logic could fupport, with equal addrefs, and per-
haps with equal indifference, the adverfe fides of
every poflible queftion. His fpirit was ad&ive, but
his pen had been indolent. Mr. Allamand had ex-
pofed himfelf to much {candal and reproach, by an
anonymous letter (1745) to the Proteftants of France;
in which he labors to perfluade them that public
worfhip is the exclufive rightand duty of the iate,
and that their numerous affemblies of diffenters and
rebels were not authorized by the law or the gofpel.
His ftyle is animated , his arguments fpecious; and
1f the papift may feem to lurk under the malk of a
proteltant, the philofopher 1s concealed under the
difguife of a papift. After fome trials in France
and Holland , which were defeated by his fortune
or his character, a genius that might have enligh-
tened or deluded the world, was buried in a coun-
try living, unknown to fame, acd difcontented
with mankind. &7 facrificulus in pago, & ruflicos
decipit. As often as private or ecclefiaftical bufinefs
called him to Laufanne,. lenjoyed the pleafure and
benefit of his converfation, and we were mutually
flattered by our attention to each other. Our cor-
refpondence , in his abfence, chiefly turned on
Locke’s metephyfics, which he attacked, and 1 de-
fended ; the origin of ideas, the principles of evid-
ence, and the doctrine of liberty ;

And found no end, in wandering mazes Ilofl.

G 2
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By fencing with fo fkilful a mafter, I acquired fome
dexterity in the ufe of my philofophic weapons;
bue I was ftill the flave of education and prejudice.
He had fome meaflures to keep; and I much fuf-
pec that he never fhiowed me the true colors ‘of
his fecret fcepticifm.

Before I was recalled from Switzerland, I had
the fatisfaction of feeing the moft extraordinary
man of the age; a poet, a hiftorian, a philofopher,
who has filled thirty quartos, of profe and verfe,
with his various produéions, often excellent, and
always entertaining., Need I add the name of Vol-
taire ? After forfeiting, by his own mifcondu, the
friendfhip of the firft of kings, he retired, at the age
of fixty, with a plentiful fortune, to a free and beau-
tiful country, and refided two winters (1757 and
1758) in the town or neighbourhood of Laufanne.
My defire of beholding Voltaire, whom I then rated
above his real magnitude, was eafily gratified. He
received me with civility as an Englilh youth; but
I cannot boaft of any peculiar notice or diftinction,
Virgilium vidi tantum.

The ode which he compofed on his firlt arrival
on the banks of the Leman Lake, O Maifon & Arif-
toppe! O Jardin d'Epicure, ¢c. had been imparted
as a fecret to the gentleman by whom I was intro-
duced. He allowed me to read it twice; I knew
it by heart; and as my difcretion was not equal
to my memory, the author was foon difpleafed by
the circulation of a copy. In writing this trivial
anecdote, I wifhed to obferve whether my memory
was impaired , and I have the comfort of finding
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that every line of the poem is {till engraved in fre(h
and indelible characters.  The higheft gratification
which 1 derived from Voltaire's refidence at Lau-
fanne, was the uncommon circumftance of hearing
a great poet declaim his own producions on the
ftage. He had formed a company of gentlemen and
ladies , fome of whom were not deftitute of talents.
A decent theatre was framed at Monrepos , a coun-
try - houfe at the end of a fuburb ; dreffes and fcenes
were provided at the expenfe of the actors; and the
author direéed the rehearfals with the zeal and at-
tention of paternal love. In two fucceflive winters
his tragedies of Zayre, Alzire, Zulime, and his
fentimental comedy of the Enfant Prodigue, were
played at the theatre of Monrepos. Voltaire re-
prefented the characters beflt adapted to his years,
Lufignan , Alvarez, Benaffar , Euphemon. His
declamation was falhioned to the pomp and cadence
of the old Rage; and he exprefled the enthufiafm
of poetry, rather than the feclings of nature. My
ardor, which foon became confpicuouns, feldom
failed of procuring me a ticket. The habits of plea-
fure fortified my tafte for the French theatre, and
that talte has perhaps abated my idolatry for the
aigantic genius of Shakfpeare, which is inculcated
from our infancy as the firlt duty of an Englifbman.
"The wit and philofophy of Voltaire, his table and
theatre , refined, in a vifible degree, the manners
of Laufanne ; and, however addicted to ftudy, I
enjoyed my fhare of the amufements of fociety.
After the reprefentation of Monrepos I fometimes
G 3
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fupped with the attors. 1 was now familiar in fome,
and acquainted in many houfes; and my evenings
were generally devoted to cards and couverfation,
either in private parties or numerous affemblies.

I befitate , from the apprelienfion of ridicule,
when I approach the delicate fubje@ of my early
love. By this word I do not mean the polite atten-
tion, the gallantry, without hope or defign, which
has originated in the fpirit of chivalry , and 1s in-
terwoven with the texture of French manners. I
vaderftand by this paffion the union of defire, friend.
fhip, and tendernefs , which isinflamed by a fingle
female , which prefers her to the reft of her fex,
and which fecks her poffeffion as the fupreme or
the fole happinefs of our being. I need not blufh
at recollecting the object of my choice; and though
my love was difappointed of fuccefs, I am rather
proud that I was once capable of feeling fuch a pure
and exalted fentiment. The perfonal attra&tions of
Mademoifelle Sufan Curchod were embellithed by
the virtues and talents of the mind. Her fortune
was humble, but her family was refpe@able. Her
mother, anative of France, had preferred her re-
ligion to her country. The profeflion of her father
did not extinguifh the moderation and philofophy
of his temper, and he lived content with a fmall
falary and laborious duty , in the' obfcure lot of
minifter'of Crafly, in the mountains that feparate
the Pays de Vaud from the county of Burgundy**,
In the folitude of a fequeftered village he beftowed
a liberal, and even learned, education on his only
daughter. She furpaffed his hopes by her proficiency
in the fciences and languages; and in her (hort




MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 8y

vifits to fome relations at Laufanne, the wit, the
beauty, and erndition of Mademoifelle Curchod
were the theme of univerfal applanfe. The report
of fuch a prodigy awakened my curiofity ; 1 law
and loved. 1 found her learned without pedantry,
lively in converfation, purein fentiment, and ele-
gant in manners ; and the firlt fudden emotion was
fortified "by the habits 'and knowledge of a more
familiar acquaintance. She permitted me to make
her two or three vifits at her father’s houfe. I paf-
fed fome happy days there, in the mountains of
Burgundy , and her parents honorably encouraged
the connexion. Ina calm retirement the gay vanity
of youth no longer fluttered in her bofom ; fhe hif-
tened to the voice of truth and paffion, and I might
prefume to hope that I had made fome impreflion
on a virtuous heart. At Crafly and Laufanne I in-
dulged my dream of felicity : but on my return to
England, I foon difcovered that my father would
not hear of this ftrange alliance, and that without
his confent 1 was myfelf deftitute and helplefs.
After a painful ftruggle I yielded to my fate: I
fighed as a lover, Iobeyed as a fon*’; my wound
was infenfibly healed by time, abfence, and the
habits of a new life. My cure was accelerated by a
faithful report of the tranquillity and cheerfulnefs
of the lady herfelf, and my iove fubfided 1n friend=
fhipand elteem. The minifter of Crafly foon after-
wards died; his ftipend died with him: his daugh-
ter retired to Geneva, where by teaching young
ladies , fhe earned a hard fubfiftence for herfelf and
her mother ; butin her lowelt diftrefs (he maintained

G 4
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2 fpotlefs reputation, and a dignified bebaviour, A
rich baoker of Paris, a citizen of Geneva, had
the good fortune and good fenfe to. difcover and
poflcls this mnellimable treafure; and in the capi-
tal of tafte and luxury  fhe refifted the tempta-
tions of wealth, as fhe had fultained the hardhips
of indigence. The genius of her hufband has ex.
alted bim to the molt confpicuous Ration in Eus
rope. In every change of profperity and difgrace
he has reclined on the bofom of a faithful friend ;
and Mademoifelle Curchod is now the wife of ML
Necker , the minifter, and perhaps the legiflator,
of the French monarchy,

Whatfoever have been the fruits of my education,
they mult be alcribed to the fortunate banifhment
which placed me at Laufione, I have fometimes
applied to mv own fate the verfes of Pindar, which
remind an Olympic champion that his vitory was
the confequence of his exile; and that at home, like
a domeftic fowl, his days might have rolled away
inactive or inglorious,
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If my childifh revolt againlt the religion of my
country had not ftripped me in time of my acade-
mic gown, the five important years, fo liberally

improved in the ftudies and converfation of Lau-

fanne, would have been ftzeped in port and pre-
judice among the monks of Oxford. Had the
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fatigue of'(i} snefs compelled me to read , the path
of learning would not have been enlightened by a
ray of ph:mfop!nc freedoar; 1 ﬂlou!d have grown
to manbood ignorant of the life and language of
Europe, and my knowledge of the world would
have been confined to an Hoghith cloifter, . But my
religious error fixed me at Laufanne , in a_ftace of
banithment and difgrace. ‘The rigid courfe of dif-
cipline and abRtinence, to which 1 was condemned,
invigorated the conftitution of my mind and body ;
poverty and pri(fﬁ- ef‘tmnged me from my country-
men. . - One mifchief, however, and 1o their eyes
a ferious and irreparable mifchief, was denved
from the fuccels of my Swils education: I had ceafed
to be an Englifbman.. At the flexible period of
yowh from. the age of fixteen to twenty - one, my
opinions , hab;ts. and fentiments were calt in a
foreign mould ; the faint and diftant remembrance
of England was almoft obliterated; my native lan-
guage was grown lefs familiar; and 1 fhould have

‘a,hc rfully accepted the offer of a moderate inde-

pe"mence on the terms of perpetual exile. By the
good fenfe and temper of P:w lliard my yoke was
infenfibly lightened: he left me malter of my time
and a&ions; but he could neither change my fitua-
tion , nor increafe my allowance, and with the
progrefs of my years and reafon I impatiently ﬁghed
for the moment of my deliverance. At length, in
the Spring of the year one thoufand feven hundred
and fifty - eight, my father fignified his permiflion
and his pleafure that I fhould immediately return
home. We were then in the midft of a war : the




9o MEMOIRS OF

refentment of the French at our taking their fhips
without a declaration , had rendered that polite
nation fomewhat peevifh and difficult. They de-
nied a paffage to Englifh travellers, and the road
through Germany was circuitous, toilfome, and
perhaps in the neighbourhood of the armies, ex-
pofed to fome danger. In this perplexity, two Swifs
officers of my acquaintance in the Dutch fervice,
who were returning to their garrifons, offered to
condu@ me through France as one of their com-
panions ; not did we fufficiently refle¢t that my bor-
rowed name and regimentals might have been con-
fidered, 1n cafe of a difcovery, in a very ferious
Iight. I took my leave of Laufanne on the 1ith
of April 1758, with a mixture of joy and regret, in
the firm refolution of revifiting, as' a man, the per-
fonsand places 'which had been fo dear to my youth.
We travelled flowly, but pleafantly , in a hired
coach, over the hills of Franche - comté and the fer-
tile province of Lorraine, and paffed, without ac-
cident or inquiry, through feveral fortified towns
of the French frontier: from thence we entered the
wild Ardennes of the Aufirian duchy of Luxem-
bourg; and after croffling the Meufe at Liege, we
traverfed the heaths of Brabant, and reached, on
the fifteenth day, our Dutch garrifon of Bois le
Duc. In our paffage through Nancy, my eye was
gratified by the afped of a regular and beautiful
city, the work of Staniflaus, who, after the ftorms
of Polifh royalty, repofed in the Iove and gratitude
of his new fubjecs of 'Lorraine. In our halt at
Maeltricht I vifited Mr de Beaufort, a learned
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eritic, who wasknown to me by his fpecious argu-
ments againft the five firlt centuries of the Roman
Hiftory. After dropping my regimental companions,
I flepped afide to vifit Rotterdam and the Hague.
Iwithed to have obferved a country, the monument
of freedom and induftry; butmy days were num-
bered, and a longer delay would have been un-
graceful. I haftened to embark atthe Brill, landed
the next day at Harwich, and proceeded to London,
where my father awaited my arrival. The whole term
of my firlt abfence from England was four years ten
months and fifteen days.

In the prayers of the church our perfonal concerns
are judicioufly reduced to the threefold diftinction
of mind, body, and ¢flate. 'The fentiments of the
mind excite and exercife our focial fympathy. The
review of my moral and literary chara®er is the moft
interefting to myfelf and to the public ; and 1 may
expatiate , without reproach, on my private fiudies;
fince they have produced the public writings, which
can alone entitle me to the efteem and friendfhip of
my readers. The expertence of the world inculcates
a difcreet referve on the fubje@ of our perfon and
eftate, and we foon learn that a free difclofure of
our riches or poverty would provoke the malice of
envy, or encourage the infolence of contempt.

The only perfon in England whom I was impa-
tient to fee was my aunt Porten, the affeétionate
guardian of my tender years. [haftened to her houfe
in College-fireet, Weftminfter ; and the evening was
fpent in the effufions of joy and confidence. It was
not without fome awe and apprehenfion that I




approached the prefence of my father. My infancy,
to {peak the truth, had been neglected at home ; the
feverity of his look and language at our laft parting
ftill dwelt on my memory; nor could I form any no-
tion of his charadter, or my probable reception,
They were both more agreeable than 1 could exped.
The domeftic difcipline of our anceftors has been
relaxed by the philofophy and foftenfs of the age;
and if my father remembered that he bad trembled
before a fiern parent , it was only to adopt with his
own fon an oppofite mode of behaviour. He recei-
ved me as a man and a friend; all conftraint was

anifhed at our firlt interview, and we ever after-
wards continued on the fame terms of eafy and equal
politenefs.  He applauded the fuccefs of my educa-
tion; every word and a&ion was expreflive of the
moft cordial affection; and our lives would have
pafled without a cloud, if his economy had been
equal to his fortune, or if his fortune had been equal
to his defires. During my abfence he had married
his fecond wife, Mifs Dorothea Patton, who was
introduced to me with the moft unfavorable preju-
dice. I confidered his fecond marriage as an a& of
difpleafure , and I was difpofed to hate the rival of
my mother. But the injuftice was in my own fancy,
and the imaginary monfter was an amiable and de-
ferving woman. I could not be miftaken in the firft
view of her underftanding, her knowledge, and
the elegant fpirit of her converfation ; her polite
welcome, and her affiduous care to ftudy and gra-
tify my wilhes, announced 2t lealt that the furface
would be fmooth; and my fufpicions of art and
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falthood were gradually difpelled by the full difco.
very of her warm and exqmﬁte {enflibility, After
fome referve on my fide, our minds affociated in
confidence and friendfhip; and as Mrs. Gibbon had
neither children nor the hopes of children, 'we more
eafily iQOPLCd the tender names and genuine charace
ters of mother and of fon. By the indu! i'gence of
thefe p':rent-a » T waslefratliberty to confult my tafte
or reafon in the choice of place, of company, and of
amufements ; and my excurfions were oounded only
by the himits of the ifland, and the meafure of my
mncome. Some faint efforts were made to procure me
the employment of fecretary to a foreign embafiy ;
and I liftened to a fcheme which would again have
tranfported me to the continent Mrs. Gibbon, with
feeming wildom, exhorted me to take chambers in
the Temple, and devote my leifure to the ftudy of
thelaw. I cannot repent of having negle@ed her ad-
vice. Few men, without the {pur of neceffity , have
refolution to force their way through the thorns and
thickets of that gloomy labyrinth. Nature had not
endowed me with «the bold and ready eloquence
which makes itfeif heard amidft the tumult of the
bar; and I fhould probably have been diverted from
the labors of literature, without acquiring the fame
or fortune of a fuccelsful pleader. 1 had no need to
call to my aid the regular duties of a profeflion ;
every day, every hour, was agreeably filled; nor
have | known, like fo many of my countrymen, the
tedioufnefs of an idle life.
Of the two years (May 1758 —May 1760,) be-
tween my return to England and the embodying of
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the Hampfhire militia, I palfed about nine month:
in London, and the remainder in the country. The
metropolis affords many amufements, which are
open to all: Itis itfelf an aftonithing and pt:rp.:tual
fpectacle to the curious eye; and €1Ch tafte, each
fenfe may be gratified by the variety ofob]ed‘; which
will occur 1n the long circuit of a morning walk. I
afliduoully fxequented the theatres at a very propi-
tious era of the ftage, when a conltellation of ex-
cellent actors, both in tragedy and comedy, was
eclipfed by the meridian brightnefs of Garrick in the
maturity of his judgment, and wvigor of his perfor-
mance. The pleafures of a town-life are within the
reach of every man who is regardlefs of his health,
his money , and his company. By the contagion of
example I was fometimes feduced; but the better
habits, which I had formed at Laulanne, induced me
to feek a more elegant and rational {ociety ; and if

my fearch was lefs ealy and fucceflsful than T might | ¢
have hoped , I fhall at prefent impute the failure to 1
the difadvantages of my fituation and charadler. }
Had the rank and fortune of my parents given them | ¢
an annual eltablifhment in London , their own hounle I
would have introduced me to a numerous and polite i
circle of acquaintance. But my father’s tafte had | .
always preferred the higheft and the lowelt com- |

pany , for which he was equally qualified; and after | |
atwelve years retirement, he was no longer in the
memory of the great w:th whom he had aﬁocmted. L
1 found myfelfa firanger in the midft of avak and | ¢
unknown city; and at my entrance into life I was | f
reduced to fome dull family parties , and fome fcat.
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tered connexions , which were not fuch as I fhould
have chofen for myfelf. The moft ufeful friends of
my father were the Mallets : they received me with
civility and kindnefs at firk on his account, and af
terwards on my own; (if I nvay ufe Lord Chefter-
field’s words ) I was foon domeflicated in their houfe.
NIr. Mallet , a name among the Enghfh poets, is
praifed by an unforgiving enemy, for the eale and
elegance of his converfation, and his wife was not
de[htute of wit or learning. By his alliltance I was
introduced to lady Hervey, the mother of the prefent
earl of Briftol. Her age and infirmities confined her
at home; her dinners were felect ; in the evening
her houm was open to the belt company of both
fexes and all nations; nor was I difpleafed at her
preference and affe@ation of the manners, the lan-
guage,and the literature of France. But my progrefs
in the Englith world was in general left to my own
efforts, and thole efforts were languid and flow. I
had not been endowed by art or nature with thofe
happy gifts of confidence and addrefs, which unlock
every door and every bofom ; nor would it be rea.
fonable to uomplam of tnCJu& confequences of my

fickly childhood , foreign education, and referv ed
temper. While coaches wererattling through Bond-
fireet, 1hbhave pafled many a fohtary evening in my
lodging with my books. My fiudies were fometimes
interrupted by a figh, which I breathed towards
Laufanne; and on the approach of Spring, I with-
drew without relu&ance from the noify and exten-
five fcene of crowds without company , and diffi-
pation without pleafure. In each of the twenty-five
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the profpe&t gradually brightened; and this vofa-
vorable picture molt properly belongs to the firft
period after my return from Switzerland,

Wiy father’s refidence in Hampthire, where T have
palfed many light, and fome heavy hours, was at
Beriton, near Petersfield, one mile from the Porti-
mouth road, and at the eafy diftance of fifty-eight
miles from London. ** An old manfion, ina fate of
decay, had been converted 1nto the fafliion and con-
venience of a modern houle: and if firangers had
nothing to fee, the inhabitants had little to defire.
The fpot was not happily chofen, at:the end of the
village and the bottom of the hill: but the afpe®
of the adjacent grounds was various and cheerful
the downs commanded a noble profpect, and the
long hanging woods in fight of the houfe could not
p:-‘l—mps have been improved by art or c:\;penfe
My father keptin his own hands tl‘c whole of the
eftate, and even rented fome additional land; and
whatfoever might be the balance of profit and lofs,
the farm fupplied him with amufement and plenty.
The produce maintained a number of men and hor-
fes, which were multiplied by the intermixture of
domeftic and rural fervants; and in the intervals of
labor the favorite team, a handfome fet of bays or
greys , was harneffed to the coach. The economy
of the houfe was regulated by the tafte and prudence
of Mirs. Gibbon. She prided berlelf in the elegance
of her occafional dinners; and from the unc cieanly
avarice of Madame Pavilliard , I was fuddenly tranf-
ported to the daily neatnels and luxury ofan Enghfh
table.

years of my acquaintance with London (1758—1783)
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table. Oui immediaté neighbourhood was rare and
ruﬂm, but from the wvergé of our hills, as far as
Chichelter and Goodwood, the weftern diftrict of
Sullex was interfperfed with noble feats and hofpit-
able families, with whom we cultivated a friendly,
and might have enjoyed a very frequent, intercourfe.
Aswmy [iw at Beriton was always voluntary , I was
recerved and difmiffed with fmiles; but the comforts
of my retirement did not depend on the ordinary
plealures of the country. My father could never
anfpire me with his love and knowledge of farming,
I never handled agun, 1 feldom ﬂ]OUut\_d a horle;
and my pmlmopin., walks were foon terminated by
a [hady bench, where 1 was long detained by the
fedentary amufement of reading or meditation. At
home ] occupied a plealant and fpacmus apartment
the library on the fame floor was foon confidered as
my peculiar domaid ; and T might fay with truth,
that [ was never lefs alone than when by myfelf. My
fole complaint, which 1 pioufly fupprefled , arofe
from the kind reftraint impofed on the freedom of
my time. By the habit of early rifing I always fecu.
red a facred portion of the day, and | many fcattered
moments were ftolen and employed by my ftudious
induftry. But the family hours of breakfaft, of dinner,
of tea, and of fupper, were regular and long : after
breakfaft Mrs. Gibbon expected my company in her
drefling-room; after tea my father claimed my con-
verfation and the perufal of the newfpapers; and in
the midft of an interelting work 1 was often called
down to receive the vifit of fome idle neighbours.
Their dinners and vifits required , in due feafon, a
Vor. L H
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fimilar return ; and I dreaded the period of the full
moon, which was ufually referved for our more dif-
tant excurfions. I could not refufe attending my
father, in the fummer of 1759, to the races at Stock-
bridge, Reading, and Odiam, where he had entered
a horfe for the hunter’s plate; and I was not difplea-
fed with the fight of our Olympic games, the beauty
of the fpot, the fleetnefs of the horfes, and the gay
tumult of the numerous {pectators. As foon as the
militia bufinefs was agitated, many days were tedi=
oufly confumed in meetings of deputy-lieutenants
at Petersfield, Alton , and Winchefter. In the clefe of
the fame year, 1759, Sir Simeon (then VIr.) Stewart
attempted an unfuccefsful conteft for the county of
Southampton , againft Mr. Legge, Chancellor of
the Exchequer : a well. known conteft, in which
Lord Bute’s influence was firft exerted and cenfured.
Our canvas at Portfmouth and Gofport lafted feveral
days; but the interruption of my ftudies was com-
penfated in fome degree by the fpectacle of Englifh
manners , and the acquifition of fome practical
knowledge.

Ifin a more domeftic or more diffipated fcene my
application was fomewhat relaxed, the love of know-
ledge was inflamed and gratified by the command of
books; and I compared the poverty of Laufanne
with the plenty of London. My father’s fludy at
Beriton was ftuffed with much trafh of the laft age,
with much high church divinity and politics, which
have long fince gone to their proper place: yet it
contained fome valuable editions of the claffics and
the fathers, the choice, as it [hould feem , of Mr.
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Law; and many Englifh publications of the times
bad been occafionally added. From this flender be-
ginning I have graduvally formed a numerous and
f\.kc;. lib ‘l"!ly tlae foundation of my works, and the
belt comfort of my life, both at home and abroad.
On the receipt of the firlt quarter, a large fhare of
my allowance was appropriated to my it terary
wants. Icannotforget the joy with which I exchan-
ged a bank-note of twenty -pol unds for the twenty
volumes of the Memoirs of the Academy of Inferip.
tions ; nor would it have been ealy , by y any other
expenditure of the fame fum, to have prochrcd {o
large and lafting a fund of rational amufement. At a
time when I moft affiduoufly frequented this fchool
of ancient literature, I thus expreffed my opinion of
a learned and various colle&ion, which fince the
year 1759 has been doubled in magnitude, though
not in merit — “ Une de ces foc1ctc~ qui ont mieux
“ immortalifé Louis XIV. qu’une qu[;i[iOﬂ fouvent
pernicienfe aux hommes, commengoit deja ces
recherches qui réuniffent Ia jultefle de P'efprit, I'a-
ménicé & I'érudition: ot 'on voit tant de décou-
vertes, & quelquefois, ce qui ne cede qu'a peine
« aux découvertes, une ignorance modefle & favante”
The review of my library mult be referved for the
period of its maturity ; but in this p‘“rﬂ I may allow
mylelfto obferve , that [am not confeious of having
ever boughta book from 2 motive of oftentation,
that every volume, before it was depofited on the
fhelf, was eicher read or fufhciently examined, and
that I foon adopted the tolerating maxim of the elder
Phoy, “ nullum effe librum tam malum ut non ex
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« aliqu parte prodeflet. ” I could not yet find leifure
or courage to renew the purfuit of the Greek lan
guage, excepting by reading the leflons of the OH
and New Teﬂamcnt every \L.nday, when I attended
the family to church. The feries of my Latin authors
was lefs ftrenuoufly completed ; but the acquifition,
by inheritance or purchafe, of the beft editions of
Cicero, Quintilian, Livy, Tacitus, Ovid, &c. affor-
ded a fair profpec, which I feldom neglected. 1 per-
fevered in the ufeful method of abftracts and obfer-
vations; and a fingle example may fuffice, of a note
which had almoft fwelled into a work. The folution
of a paffage of Livy (xxxviii 38 ) involved mein the
dry and dark treatifes of Greaves, Arbuthnot, Hoo-
per, Bernard, Eifenfchmidt, Gronovius, La Barré,
Freret, &c.; andin my French eflay (chap. 20.) I ridi-
culoufly fend thereadertomy Oxvnfnm:r{fcrwhem"r]\s
on the weights, coins, and meafures of the ancients,
which were abruptly terminated by the militia drum
As I am now entering on a more ample field of
fociety and ftudy, I can only hope to avoid a vain
and prolix garrulity , by over-looking the vulgar
crowd of my acquaintance , and confining myfelf to
fuch intimate friends among books and men, asare
belt entitled to my notice by their own merit and
reputation, or by the deep impreflion which they
have left on my mind. Yet I will embrace this occa-
fion of recommending to the young ftudent a prac-
tice , which about this time I myfelf adopted. After
glancing my eye over the defign and order of anew
book, I fulpended the perufal till I had finifhed the
talk of felf-examination, till I had revolyed, in 2
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folitary walk, all that I knew or believed, or had
thought on the fubje& of the whole work, or of
fome particular chapter : I was then qualified to dif-
cern how much the author added to my original
fiock; and I was fometimes fatisfied by the agree-
ment, I wasfometimesarmed by the oppofition, of
our ideas. The favorite companions of my leifure
were our Englith writers fince the Revolution: they
breathe the {pirit of reafon and liberty; and they molt
feafonably contributed. to reftore the purity of my
own language , which had been corrupted by the
long ufe of a foreign idiom. By the judiciousadvice
of Mr. Mallet, 1 was directed to the writings of
Swift and Addifon; wit and fimplicity are their com-
mon attributes: but the ftyle of Swift is fupported by
manly original vigor; that of Addifon isadorned by
the female graces of elegance and mildnels. The
old reproach, that no Britith altars had been raifed
to the mufeof hiftory, wasrecently difproved by the
firft performances of Robertfon and Hume , the hif-
tories of Scotland and of the Stuarts. Twill aflume the
prefumption of faying, thatI was not unworthy to
read them : nor will I difguife my different feelings
i the repéated perulals. The perfe& compofition,
the nervous language, the well-turned periods of
Dr. Robertfon, inflamed me to the ambitious hope
that 1 might one day tread in his footfteps : the calm
philofophy, the carelefs inimitable beauties of his
friend and rival , often forced me toclofe the volume
with a mixed fenfation of delight and defpair.

The defign of my firlt work, the Effay on the
Study of Literature, was fuggelted by a refinement

H 3
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of vanity, the defire of juftifying and praifing the
object of afavorite purfuit. In France, to whichmy
ideas were confined, the learning and language of
Greece and Rome were negle@ed by a philofophic
age. The guardian of thofe ftudies, the Academy of
Infcriptions, wasdegraded to the lowelt rank among
the three royal focicties of Paris : the new appellation
of Erudits was contemptuoufly applied to the fuccef-
fors of Lipfius and Cafaubon ; and 1 was provoked
to hear (fee IVI. d’Alembert Difcours préliminaire &
PEncyclopédie) that the exercife of the memory,
their fole merit, had been fuperfeded by the nobler
faculties of the imagination and the judgment. I was
ambitious of proving by my own example, as well
as by my precepts, that all the faculties of the mind
may be exercifed and difplayed by the Rudy of
ancient literature: I began to {ele&t and adorn the
various proofs and illuftrations which had offered
themfelves in reading the claflics ; and the firlt pages
or chapters of my effay were compofed before my
departure from Laufanne. The hurry of the journey,
and of rhe firlt weeks of my Englifh life, fufpended
all thoughts of ferious application : but my obje&
was ever before my eyes; and no more than ten days,
from the firlt to the eleventh of July, were fufferedto
clapfe after my fummer eftablifhment at Beriton. My
effay was finifhed in about fix weeks ; and as foonas
a fair copy had been tranfcribed by one of the French
prifoners at Petersfield, 1 looked round for a critic
and judge of my firlt performance. A writer can fel-
dom be content with the doubtful recompence of
folitary approbation; but a youth ignorant of the
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world, and of himfelf, muft defire to weigh his
talents in fome fcales lefs partial than his own: my
condud was natural, my motive landable, my choice
of Dr. Maty judicious and fortunate. By defcent and
education Dr. Maty, though born in Holland, might
be confidered as a Frenchman; but he was fixed in
London by the pracice of phyfic, and an office in
the Britifh Mufeum. His reputation was juftly found-
ed on the eighteen volumes of the fournal Britannique,
which he had fupported , almoftalone, with perfe-
verance and fuccefs, This humble though ufeful
labor . which had once been dignified by the genius
of Bayle and the learning of Le Clerc, was not dif-
graced by the tafte, the knowledge, and thcmdqment
of Maty: he exhibits a candid and pleafing view of
the ftate of literature in England during a period of
fix years (Jaonuary 1750 — December 1755); and,
far different from his angry fon, he handles the rod
of criticifm with the tendernels and relu@ance of a
parent. Theauthor of the Journal Britannique fome-=
times afpires to the charater of a poet and philofo-
pher: his fyleis pure and elegant; andin his virtues,
or even in his defecs, he may be ranked as one of
the lalt difciples of the fchool of Fontenelle. His
anfwer to my ficlt letter was prompt and polite : after
a careful examination he returned my manufcript,
with fome animadverfion and much applaufe; and
when 1 vifited London in the enfuing winter, we
difcuffed the defign and execution in feveral free and
familiar converfations. Inafhort excurfion to Beriton
Ireviewed my effay, according to his friendly advice;
and after fupprefling a third, adding a third, and
H 4
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altering a third, I confummated my firlt labor by a
fhort preface, which is dated February 3d, 1750.
Yet I full fhrunk from the prefs with the terrors of
virgin modelty : the manulcript was fafely depofited
in my defk ; and as my attention was engaged by
new objedts , the delay might have been prolonged
till L had fulfilled the precept of Horace, “nonumque
“ prematur in annum.” Father Sirmond, alearned
jefuit, was {till more rigid, fince he advifed a young
friend to expect the mature age of fifty, before he
gave himfelf or his writings to the public ( Olivet
Hifltoire de I'Académie Francoife, tom. ii, p. 143.).
‘The counfel was fingular; butitis Rill more fingular
thatit (hould have been approved by the example of
the author. Sirmond was himfelf fifty-five years of
age when he publifhed (in 1614) his firt work,
an edition of Sidenius Apollinaris, with many valu-
ableannotations: ( fec his life, before the great edition
of his works in five volumes folio, Paris, 1646 ,
¢ Typographia Regia ).

Two years elapfed in filence : butin the fpring of
1761 1 yielded to the authority of a parent, and
complied, like a pious fon, with the wifl of my own
heart **. My private refolves were influenced by the
ftate of Europe. About this time the belligerent
powers had made and accepted overtures of peace ;
our Englifh plenipotentiaries were named to aflift at
the Congrels of Augfburgh, which never met : I
wilhed to attend them as a gentlemanora fecretary ;
and my father fondly believed that the proof of fome
literary talents might introduce me to public notice,
and fecond the recommendations of my friends. After
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a laft revifal I confulted with Mr, Mallet and Dr.

‘Ilw w.w approved the defizn and promoted the
IVIr. Mallet, after hearing me read my
11;:':pt, received it from my .mnds, and delivered
1to thofe of Becket, with whom he ma !c an agree-
ment in my name; an ealy agreement: I required
only a certain number of copies; and, without trans.
ferring my property, I devolved on the bookfeller
the charges and profits of the edition. Dr. Maty
undertook, in my abfence, to correct the fheets: he
inferted, without my knowlege, an elegant and
flattering epiftle to the author; wntbh 15 compofed ,
however, with fo much art, that, in cafe ofa defeat,

his favorable report might have been afcribed to the
indulgence of .hic:hl for the rafh attempt of a young
Enﬂ;.’;’?z gentleman. The work was printed and pub-
lilbed, under the title of Effai fur ’Etude dela Lit-
térature, a Londres, chez T. Becket & P. A. de
Hondt, 1761, 1a a fmall volume in duodecimo: my
dedication to my father, a proper and piousaddrefs,
was compofed the twenty-eighth of May : Dr. m;ny‘q
letrer is dated the 16th of June; and I received the
firtcopy (June23d) at Alresford, two days before
I marched with the Hampfhire militia. Some weeks
afterwards, on the fame ground, I prefented my
book to the late Duke of York, who breakfafted in
Colonel Pitt’s tent. By my father’s dire&ion, and
Mallet'sadvice , many literary gifts were diftributed
to feveral eminent charactersin England and France ;
two books were fent to the Count de Caylus, and
the Ducheffe d’Aiguillon, at Paris : I had referved
twenty copies for my friends at Laufanne, as the
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firft fruits of my education, and a grateful token of

my remembrance : and on all thefe perfons I levied
an unavaoidable tax of civility and compliment, It is
not furprifing that a work, of wluch the ftyle and
fentiments were fo totally foreign, fhould have been
more fuccelsful abroad thanathome. Iwas delighted
by the copious extracts, the warm commendations,
and the flattering predi&ions of the Journals of France
and Holland : and the next year (1762) a new edition
(Ibelieveat Geneva) extended thefame, oratleaft
the circulation, of the work. In England it was
received with cold indifference , little read, and
{peedily forgotten: a fmall impreflion was flowly
difperfed; the bookfeller murmured, and theauthor
(had his feelings been more exquifite) might have
wept over the blunders and baldnefs of the Englifh
tranflation. The publication of my HiRory fifteen
years afterwards revived the memory of my firlt
performance, and the Effay was eagerly fought in
the fhops. But I refufed the permiffion which Becket
folicited of reprinting it: the public curiofity was
imperfectly fatisfied by a pirated copy of the book-
fellers of Dublin; and when a copy of the original
edition has been difcovered in a fale , the primitive
value of half-a.crown has rifen to the fanciful price of
a guinea or thirty fhillings.

I have expatiated on the petty circumftances and
period of my firlt publication, a memorable erain
the life of a ftudent, whenhe ventures to reveal the
meafure of his mind : his hopes and fears are multi-
plied by the idea of felf-importance, and he believes
for a while that the eyes of mankind are fixed on his
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perfon and per rformance. Whatever may be my
prefent reputation, it no longerrelts on the merit of
this fislt effay 5 and at the end of twenuy - eight years
I may appreciate my juvenile work with the impar-
tiality, and almoft with the indifference, of a ftranger.
In his anfwer to Lady Hervey, the Count de Cnlus
admires, or affe@s to admire, “les livres fans nombre
¢ que Mr. Gibbonalus & tres-bien lus .7 But, alas !
my ﬁocl{ of erudition at that time was fcanty and
fuperficial; and if Lallow myfelftheliberty of naming
the Greek malters, my genuine and perfonal acquain-
tance was confined to the Latin claffics. The moft
ferious defeé of my Effay is a kind of obfcurity and
abruptnefs which always fatigues, and may often
elude, the attention of the reader. Inftead ofa precife
and proper definition of the title itfelf, thefenfe of
the word Littérature is loolely and varioufly applied :
a number of remarks and examples, hiftorical, criti.
cal, philofophical , are heaped on each other with-
out method or connexion; and if we except fome
introductory pages, all the remaining chapters might
indifferently bereverfed or tranfpofed. The obfcurity
of many paffages is often affected, brevis effe laboro ,
obfcurus fio ; the defire of exprefling perhaps a com-
mon idea with fententious and oracular brevity :
alas ! how fatal has been the imitation of Vontel-
quieu' But this obfcurity fometimes proceeds from
a mixture of light and darknefs in the author’s mind ;

from a partial ray which {trikes upon an angle, inftead
of fpreading itfelf over the furface of an object. After
this fair confeffion I fhall prefume to fay, that the
Effay,does credit toa young writer of two.and-twenty




108 MEMOIRS OF

years of age, who had read with tafte , who thinks
with freedom, and who writes in a foreign language
with fpirit and elegance. The defence of the early
Hiftory of Rome and the new Chronology of Sir
Haac Newton form a {pecious argument. The patrio-
tic and political defign of the Georgics is happily
conceived; and any probable conjecture, which
tends to raife the (nfrnil_\; of the poet and the poem,
deferves to be adopted, without a rigid ferutiny.
Some d“wmng" of a philafophic fpirit enlighten the
general remarks on the ftudy of hiftory andofman.
I am not (iif;’nlenf&d with the inquiry into the origin
and nature of the gods of polytheifm , which might
delerve the illuftration of a riper judgment. Upon
the whole , Irmy apply to the firlt labor of my pen
the fpeech of a far fuperior artift, when he furveyed
the fir productions of his pencil. After viewing fome
portraits which be had painted in his youth, my
friend Sir Jofhua Reynolds acknowledged to me,
that he was rather humbled than flattered by the
comparifon with his prefent works; and that after
fo much time and ftudy, he had conceived his im-
provement to be much greater than he found it to
have been.

At Laufanne T compofed the firft chapters of my
Effay in French , the familiar language of my con-
verfation and fudies, in which it was eafier for me
to write than in my mother-tongue. ~ After my return
to England I continued the fame practice, without
any affetation, or defign of repudiating (as Dr.
Bentley would fay)my vernacularidiom. But I fhould
have efcaped fome Anti-gallican clamor, had I been

T
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content with the more natural ¢harader of an Engli(h
author. I fhould have been more confiftent had I
rejected Mallet’s advice , of prefixing an Englifh de-
dication to a French book ; a confufion of tongues
that feemed to accufe the ignorance of my patron.
The ufe of a foreign diale&t might be excufed by
the hope of being employed as a negociator, by the
defire of being generally underftood on the continent;
but my true motive was doubtlefs the ambition of
new and fingular fame, an Englifhman claiminga
place among the writers of France. The Latin tongue
had been confecrated by the fervice of the church,
it was refined by the imitation of the ancients; and
in the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries the fcholars
of Europe enjoyed the advantage, which they bave
gradually refigned, of converfing and writing in a
common and learned idiom. As thatidiom was no
longer in any country the vulgar ipeech, they all
ftood on alevel with each other; yet a citizen of
old Rome might have fmiled at the belt Latinity of
the Germans and Britons; and we may learn from
the Ciceronianus of Erafmus, how difficult 1t was
found to fteer a middle courfe between pedantry
and barbarifm. The Romans themfelves had fome-
times attempted a more perilous talk, of writingin
a living language, and appealing’to the tafte and
judgment of the natives. The vanity of Tully was
doubly interefted in the Greek memoirs of his own
confulfhip; and if he modeftly fuppofes that fome
Latinifms might be deteéted in his ftyle, he is con-
fident of his own {kill in the art of Ifocrates and
Anftotle ; and he requefts his friend Atticus to dif-
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perfe the copies of his work at Athens, andintle
other cities of Greece ,( ad Atticum, i. l{_:. i. 1.) B

it muft ‘not be forgotten, that from infancy to
manhood Cicero and his contemporaries had read
and declaimed , and compofed with equal diligence
in both langnages; and that he was not ‘..!ow‘r’ to
frequent a Latin fchool till he had imbibed the leffons
of the Greek grammariansand rhetoricians. Inmodern
times , thelanguage of France has been diffufed by
the merit of lier writers, the focial manners of thf‘
natives, the influence of the monarchy, and the
exile of the proteftants. Several foreigners have feized
the opportunity of fpeaking to Europe in this cons-
mon diale@ , and Germany may plead the authority
of Leibnitz and Frederic, of thc firt of her philofo.
phers, and the grcmem of her kings. The juft
pride and laudable prejudice of :Lng[and has reftrained
this communication of idioms ; and of all the nations
on this fide of the Alps, my courtrymen are the
leaft practifed, and Jealt peﬁ'eé‘t in the exercife of the
French tongue. By Sir William Temple and Lord
Chefterfield it was only ufed on occalions of civility
and bufinefs, and their printed letters will not be
quoted as models o.‘compoﬁtion Lord Bolingbroke
may have publifhed in French a [ketch of his R flec-
tions on Exile: but his ZC‘put'lFIOH now repofes on
the addrefs of Voltaire, * Do&i fermones utrinfque
linguz;” and by his Englifh (.cdjcat:(m to \“J;men
Caroline , and his Effay on I-Tric Poetry , 1t fhoyld
feem that Voltaire him(elf withed to deferve a return
of the fame compliment. The exception of Count
Hamilton cannotfaitly be urged ; thoughan Irifhman
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by birth, he was educated in France from his child-
hood. YetI am furprifed that along refidence in
England, and the habits of domeltic converfation,
did not affe@ the eafe and purity of his inimitable
ftyle; and I regret the omifflion of his Englifh verfes,
which might have afforded an amufing object of
comparifon. 1 might therefore allume the prinus
ego in patriam, {rc.; but with what fuccefs I have
explored this untrodden path muft be lefc to the
decifion of my French readers. Dr. Maty who
might himfelf be queftioned as a foreigner, has
fecured his retreat at my expenfe. * Je ne crois
“ pasque vous vous piquiez d’étre moins facile 2 re-
connoitre pour un Anglois que Lucullus pour un
Romain.” My friends at Paris have been more in.
dulgent, they received me as a countryman, or at
lealt as a provincial; but they were friends and
Parifians®®, The defe®s which Maty infinuates,
 Ces traits faillans, ces figures hardies, ce facrifice
delaregle au'fentiment, & delacadence ala force
are the faults of the youth, rather than of the ftranger :
and nf'ter the long and laborious exercife of my own
language, I am uorfczous that my French fiyle has
been ripened and improved.

I have already hinted, that the publication of
my Effay was delayed till 1 had embraced the m
tary profeffion. 1 fhall now amufe myfcif 3
recollection of an a&ive fcene, which bears no afh:
to any other period of my ftudious and mﬂml fi ! p

In the outfet of a glorious war, the Englifh
people had been defended by the aid of German
mercenaries. A national militia has been the cry

«©
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mC cvery patriot fince the Revolution; and this
ure, both an parhament and in the field
orted by the country gentlemen or
vho, infenfibly tr;*mfcn‘ed their 1
boufe of Hanover : in the language
they have <'hang-;<'r the idol, but the
ved the idolatry.  In the aét of offer

and receiving our CO'T.L’D!H*G"C,

)

i
1759, ) we h;\[I not fuppof(‘l that we fhould be
dragged away, my father from his farm, myfelf
from my books, and condemned, during two
years and a half, (May ro, 1760—December 23,
1762 ), to a wandering life of military fervitude.
But a \V{{’}u)f or monthl ly exercife of thirty thou-
fand provincials would have lefc them ufelefs and
ridiculous ; and after the pretence of an invafion
had vanifhed, the popularity of Mr. Pitt gave a
fan&ion to the illegal ftep of \»Cpl o them till
the end of the war under arms, in confltant pay
and duty, and at a diftance from their refpective
homes. When the King’s order for ourembodying
came down, it was too late to retreat, and too
foon to repent. The South battalion of the Hamp-
fhire militia was a {mall independent corps of
four hondred and feventy-f{ix, officers and men
commanded by lieutenant-colonel Sir Thomas
Worfley, who, after a prolix and paflionate con-
telt, delivered us from the tyranny of the lord
lieutenant, the Duke of Bolton. My proper ftation,
as firt captain, was at the head of my owl,
and afterwards of the grenadier, company; but in
the
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the abfence, or even in the prefence, of the two
field officers, I was intrufted by my friend and my
father with the effe@tive labor of di®ating the
orders, and exercifing the battalion. With the
help of an original journal, I could write the hiftory
of my bloodlefs and inglorious campaigns; but as
thofe events have loft much of their importance in
my own eyes, they fhall be difpatched in a few
words. From Winchefter, the firlt place of affem-
bly, (June 4, 1760,) we were removed, at our
own requeft, for the benefit of a foreign education.
By the arbitrary, and often capricious, orders of the
‘Woar-office, the battalion fucceflively marched to the
plealant and hofpitable Blandford (June 17); to
Hilfea barracks, a feat of difeafe and difcord (Sep-
tember 1); to Cranbrook in the weald of Kent
(Deceniber 11); to the fea.coaft Dover (Decems-
ber 27); to Winchefter camp (June 25, 1761) to
the populous and diforderly town of Devizes
(October 23); to Salifbury (February 23, 1762);
to our beloved Blandford a fecond time (March
9); and finally , to the fafhionable refort of South-
ampton (June 2); where the colors were fixed
till our final diffolution (December 23). On the
beach at Dover we had exercifed in fight of the
Gallic fhores. But the moft {plendid and ufeful
fcene of our life +was a four months encampment
on Winchefter Down, under the command of
the Earl of Effingham. Our army confifted of the
thirty-fourth regiment of fooc and fix militia corps.
The confcioufnefls of our defects was ftimulated
by friendly emulation, We improved our time
VoL. L |
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and opportunities'in morning and evening field-
days; and in the general reviews the South Hamp-
fhire were rather a credit than a difgrace to the
jine. In our fubfequent quarters of the Devizes
and Blandford, we advanced with a quick ftep in
our military ftudies; the ballot of the enfuing
fummer renewed our vigor and youth; and had
the militia fubfifted another year, we might have
contefted the prize with the moft perfect of our
brethren.

' The lofs of fo many bufy and idle hours was not
compenfated by any elegant pleafure ; and my tem-
per was infenfibly foured by the fociety of our
ruftic officers. In every ftate there exilts, how-
ever, a balance of good and evil. The habits of
a fedentary life were ufefully broken by the duties
of an a&ive profeflion: in the healthful exercife
of the field I huuted with a battalion, inftead of
a pack; and at that time I was ready, at any
hour of the day or night, to fly from quarters to
London, from London to quarters, on the flighteft
call of private or regimental bufinels. But my
principal obligation to the militia, was the ma.
king me an Englithman, and a foldier. After my
foreign education, with my referved temper, I fhould
long have continued a ftranger in my native coun-
try, hadInot been fhaken in this various {cene of
new faces and new friends: had not experience
forced me to feel the charadters of our leading
men, the Rate of parties, the forms of office, and
the operation of our civiland military fyftem. In this
peaceful fervice, I imbibed the rudiments of the
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language, and {cience of tactics, which opened a
new field of ftudy and obfervation. I diligently
read, and meditated, the Mémoires Militaires of Quin-
tus Icilius, ( MIr, Guichardt,) the only writer who
has united the merits of a profeflor and a veteran.
The difcipiine and evoluticas of a modern battalion
gave me a clearer notion of the phalanx and the
legion ; and the captain of the Hamplhire grena-
diers (the reader may fmile) has not been ufelefs
to the hiftorian of the Roman empire.

A youth of any [pirit is fired even by the play
of arms, and in the firlk fallies of my enthufialm
I had ferioufly attempted to embrace the regular
profeflion of a foldier. But this military fever
was cooled by the enjoyment of our mimic Bel.
lona, who foon unveiled to my eyes her naked
deformity. How often did I figh for my proper
ftation in fociety and letters. How often (a proud
comparifon) did I repeat the complaint of Cicero
in the command of a provincial army : * Clitellz
¢ bovi funt impofite. Eft incredibile quam me
“ negotii teedeat. Non habet fatis magnum cams
€ pum ille tibi non ignotus curfus animi; & indufs
& triz mez preclara opera ceflac. Lucem, 4bros, ur-
€ bem, domum, vos defidero. Sed feram, ut potero;
¢ {it modo annuum. Si prorogatur, a&um eft *’.”
From a fervice without danger 1 might indeed have
retired without difgrace; buc as often as I hinted a
wifh of refigning, my fetters were rivetted by the
friendly intreaties of the colonel, the parental author=
rity of the major, and my own regard for the honor
and welfare of the battalion. When 1 felt that my

12
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perfonal efcape was impracticable, I bowed my neck
to the yoke: my fervitude was protracted far beyond
the annual patience of Cicero; and it was nottill after
the preliminaries of peace that I received my dif-
charge, from the a& of government which difem-
bodied the militia.

When I complain of the lofs of time, juftice to
myfelf and to the militia muft throw the greateft part
of that reproach on the firft feven or eight months,
while I was obliged to learn as well as to teach.
The diflipation of Blandford, and the difputes of
Portfmouth, confumed the hours which were not
employed in the field; and amid the perpetual hurry
of an inn, a barrack, or a guard.-room, all literary
ideas were banifhed from my mind. After this long
falt, the longeft which 1 have ever known, I once
more tafted at Dover the pleafures of reading and
thinking ; and the hungry appetite with which I
opened a volume of Tully’s philofophical works is
fiill prefent to my memory. The laft review of my
Effay before its publication, had prompted me to
inveftigate the nature of the gods ; my inquiries led
me to the Hiftoire Critique du Manichéifme of
Beaufobre, who difcuffes many deep queltions of
Pagan and Chriftian theology: and from this rich
treafury of facts and opinions, I deduced my own
confequences, beyond the holy circle of the author.
After this recovery I never relapfed into indolence;
and my example might prove, that in the life moft
averfe to ftudy, fome hours may be ftolen, fome
minutes may be fnatched. AmidRt the tumult of
Winchefter camp 1 fometimes thought and read
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my tent; in the more fettled quarters of the Devizes,
Blandford, and Southampton, 1 always fecured a
feparate lodging, and the neceffary books; and in
the fummer of 1762, while the new militia was
raifing, I enjoyed at Beriton two or three months of
literary repofe ’. In forming a new plan of ftudy,
I hefitated between the mathematics and the Greek
fanguage: both of which 1 had neglecied fince my
return from Laofanne. I cenfulted a learned and
friendly mathematician, IMr. George Scott, a pupil
of de Moivre; and his map of a country which I
have never explored, may perhaps be more fervices
able to others **. As foon as I had given the pre-
ference to Greek, the example of Scaliger and my
own reafon determined me on the choice of Homer,
the father of poetry, and the Bible of the ancients:
butScaliger ran through the liad in one-and-twenty
days; and 1 was not diffatisfied with my own dili-
gence for performing the fame labor in an equal
number of weeks. After the firlt difficulties were
furmoumted, the language of nature and harmony
foon became eafy and familiar, and each day I failed
upon the ocean witha brilker gale and a more fteady
courfe.

"Ev N'diguos mpsizey mivoy iclon, ‘uu@i 0 xvua

b o1 1 suv oV ys/at.x u/z, Vaog n;ur,

‘H o8 bty noter 2D um?c.wcawu winevfor **, Ilias, A. 481.

In the ftudy of 2 poet who has fince become the
molt intimate of my friends, I fucceflively applied
many paffages and fragments of Greek writers; and
among thefe I fhall notice a life of Homer, in the
Opufcula Mythologica of Gale, feveral books of the

I3




118 MEMOIRS OF

geography of Strabo, and the entire treatife of
Longinus, which, from the title and the ftyle, is
equally worthy of the epithet of fublime. My
grammatical [kill wasimproved, my vocabulary was
enlarged; and in the milita I acquired a juft and
indelible knowledge of the firlt of languages. On
every march, In every journey, Horace was always
in my pocket. and oftenvin my hand : but 1 (hould
not mention his two critical epiftles, the amulement
of a morning, had they not been accompanied by
the elaborate commentary of Dr. Hurd, now Bi ifhop
of Worcefter. On the interelting fubjeéts of coms-
pofition and imitation of epic and dramatic poetry,
1 plcfumed to think for myfelf; and thirty clofe-
written pages in folio could fcarcely comprife my
full and free difcuflion of the fenfe of the malter and
the pedantry of the fervant®*

After his oracle Dr. Johnfon, my friend Sir Jofhua
Reynolds denies all original genius, any natural
propenfity of the mind to one art or fcience rather
than another. Without engaging in a metaphyfical
or rather verbal difpute, 1/4now, by experience, that
from my early youth I afpired to the character of a
hiftorian. While I ferved in the militia, before and
after the publication of my effay, this idea ripened
in my mind; norcan ] paint 1n more lively colors
the feelings of the moment, than by tranfcribing fome
paflages, under their refpe@ive dates, from a journal
which I kept at that time.

Beriton, April 14, 1761,
(In a fhort excurfion from Dover. )

“ Having thought of feveral fubjeds for a hif-
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torical compofition, I chofe the expedition of
Charles VIII. of France into Italy. I read two
memoirs of Mr. de Foncemagne in the Academy
of Infcriptions (tom. xvii. p. 539 —607.), and
abftracted them. 1 likewife finifhed this day a
differtation , in which 1 examine the right of
Charles VIIIL. to the crown of Naples, and the
rival claims of the Houfe of Anjou and Arragon:
it confifts of ten folio pages, befides large
notes '*.”

Beriton, Augufl 4, 1761,
(In a week’s excurfion from Winchefter camp.)

« After having long revolved [ubje&s for my
intended hiftorical efflay, I renounced my firft
thought of the expedition of Charles VIIL as too
remote from us, and rather an introduéion to
great events ; than great and importantin itfelf. 1
fuccefflively chofe and rejected the crufade of

¢ Richard the Firft, the barons’ wars againft John

and Henry the Third, the hiftory of Edward the
Black Prince, the lives and comparifons of Henry
V. and the Emperor Titus, the life of Sir Philip
Sidney, and that of the Marquis of Montrofe.
At length I have fixed on Sir Walter Raleigh for
my hero. His eventful Rlory is varied by the
chara&ers of the foldier and failor, the courtier

* and hiftorian ; and it may afford fuch a fund of
¢ materials as I defire, which have not yet been

properly manufactured. At prefentI cannot at-

tempt the execution of this work. Free lcifure, and

the opportunity of confulting many books, both
14
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printed and manufcript, are as neceffary as they
are impoffible to be attained in my prefent way
of life. However, to acquire a general afight into
my fubject and refources, 1 read the life of Sir
Walter Raleigh by Dr. Birch, his copious article
in the General Di&icnary by the fame hand,
and the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and James the
Firlt in Hume’s Hiftory of England.”

Beriton, FJanuary 1762,
(In a mon:i’s abfencs from the Devizes. )

“ During this interval of repofe, I again turned

‘ my thoughts to Sir Walter Raleigh, and looked

more clofely into my materials. 1 read the two
volumes in quarto of the Bacon Papers, publifhed
by Dr. Birch; the Fragmen:a Regalia of Sir
Robert Naunton, Mallet’s Life of Lord Bacon,
and the political treatifes of that great man in
the firk volume of his works, with many of
his letters in the fecond; Sir William Monfon’s
Naval Tradts, and the elaborate Life of Sir Walter
Raleigh, which Mr. Oldys has prefixed to the
beft edition of his Hiftory "of the World. My
fubjec opens upon me, and in general improves
upon a nearer profpect.”

Beriton, Fuly 26, 1762,
(During my fummer refidence. )

“ I am afraid of being reduced to drop my hero
but my time has not, however, been loft in the

refearch of his flory, and of 2 memorable era of
our Englifh annals. The Life of Sir Walter Raleigh,
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by Oldys, is a very poor performance ; alervile
panegyric, or flat apology, tedioufly minute, and

¢ gompofed in a dull and affeced ftyle. Yet the

author was a man of diligence and learning, who
had read every thing relative to his fubject, and
whofe ample colle¢tions are arranged with per-
fpicuity and method. Excepting fome anecdotes
lately revealed in the Sidney and Bacon Papers,
I know not what I fhould be able to add. My
ambition (exclufive of the uncertain merit of {tyle
and fentiment) muft be confined to the hope of
giving a good abridgment of Oldys. Thaveeven
the difappointment of finding fome parts of this
copious work very dry and barren; and thefe
parts are unluckily fome of the moft chara&eriftic:
Raleigh’s colony of Virginia, his quarrels with
Effex, the true fecret 'of his confpiracy, and, above
all the detail of his private life, the moft effential
and important to a biographer. My beft refource
would be in the circumjacent hiftory of the times,
and perhaps infome digreffions artfully introduced,
like the fortunesof the Peripatetic philofophy in
the portrait of Lord Bacon. But the reigns of
Elizabeth and James the Firflt are the periods of
Englithhiftory, which have beenthemoft varioufly
illuftrated : and what new lights could I refle¢t on
a fubjet, which has exercifed the accurate in-
duftry of Birch, the lively and curious acutenefs
of Walpole, the critical {pirit of Hurd, the vigor-=
ous fenfe of Maller and Robertfon, and the im.

¢ partial philofophy of Hume? Could I even fur-

mount thefe obftacles, 1 fhould fhrink with ter-
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ror from the modern hiftory of England, where
every character is a problem, and every reader a
friend or an enemy; where a writer is fuppofed
to hoilt a flag of party, and is devoted to dam-

“ nation by the adveife facion, Such would be

my reception at home: and abroad, the hiftorian
of Raleigh muft encounter an indifference :far
more bitter than cenfure or reproach. Theevents
of his life are interefting; but his charader is
ambiguous, his actions are obfcure, his writings
are Englifh, and hisfame is confined to the narrow
limits of our language and our ifland. I muft
embrace a fafer and more extenfive theme.

% There is one which I fhould prefer to all others,
The hiflory of the liberty of the Swifs, of that in-
dependence which a brave people refcued from
the Houfe of Auftria, defended againfta Dauphin
of France, and finally fealed with the blood of
Charles of Burgundy. From fuch a theme, fo
full of public fpiric, of military glory, of examples
of virtue, of leffons of government, the dulleft
ftranger would catch fire : what might not Thope,
whofe talents, whatfoeverthey may be, would be
inflamed with the zeal of patriotifm. But the
materials of this hiltory are inacceffible to me,

¢ faft locked in the obfcurity of an old barbarous

German diale@, of which I am totally ignorant
and which I cannot refolve to learn for this fole
and peculiar purpofe.

I have another fubje& in view, which is the
contraft of the former hiftory: the one a poor,
warlike, virtuous republic, which emerges into
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“ glory and freedom; the other a commonwealth,
: « f{oft, opulent, and corrupt; which, by juft degrees,
: « is precipitated from the abufe to the lofs of her
liberty: both leffons are, perhaps, equally inftruc-
« tive. This fecond fubjec is, The Hiflory of the
« Republic of Florence, under the Houfe of Medicis:
« 2 period of one hundred and fifty years, which
rifes or defcends from the dregs of the Florentine
democracy, to the title and dominion of Cofmo
> « de Medicis in the Grand Duchy of Tuflcany. I
X  might deduce a chain of revolutions not unworthy
of the pen of Vertot; fingular men, and fingular

events: the Medicis four times expelled, and as
Ty ¢ often recalled; and the Genius of Freedem relue-
it~ “ tantly yielding to thearms of Charles V. and the
policy of Cofmo. The charadter and fate of

€

i} 43
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143
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I « Savanerola, and the revival of arts and letters in
of & Italy, will be effentially connected with the eleva-
h % tion of the family and the fall of therepublic, The

« Medicis (ftirps quafi fataliter nata ad inftauranda
« yel fovenda ftudia (Liplius ad Germanos & Gallos,
Epift. viii.) were illuftrated by the patronage of
learning; and enthufialm was the moft formidable
weapon of their adverfaries. On this fplendid
e, « fubje@ I fhall moft probably fix; but where, or
« fow will it be executed ? I behold inadark and
“ doubtful perfpecive.”
Res altd terra, & caligine merfus’®.

The youthful habits of the language and manners
of France had left in my mind an ardent defire of
revifiting the Continent on a larger and more liberal
plan. According to the law of cuftom, and perhaps
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of reafon, foreign travel completes the education of
an Englifh gentleman: my father had confented to
my wilh, but I was detained above four years by
my ralh engagementin the militia. I eagerly grafped
the firlt) moments of freedom : three or four wecks
in Hampfhire and London were employed in the
preparations of my journey, and the farewel vifits
of friendfhip and civility: my laft ain town was to
applaud Mallet’s new tragedy of Elvira *’; a pofi-
chaife conveyed me to Dover, the packet to
Boulogne, and fuch was my diligence, that I reached
Paris on the 28th of January 1763, only thirty-fix
days after the difbanding of the militia. Two or
three years were loofely defined for the term of my
abfence; and I was left at liberty to fpend that
time in fuch places and in fuch a manner as was moft
agreeable to my tafte and judgment.

In this firR vific I paffed three months and a half,
{(Jaouary 28 — May 9, ) and a much longer fpace
might have been agreeably filled, without any inter-
courfe with the natives. At home we are content
to move in the daily round of pleafure and bufinefs ;
and afcene which is always prefent is fuppofed to be
within our knowledge, or atlealt within our power.
But inaforeign country, curiofity is our bufinefs and
our pleafure; and the traveller, confcious of his ignor-
ance, and covetous of his time, is diligent in the
fearch and the view of every objec that can deferve
hisattention. 1devoted many hours of the morning
to the circuit of Paris and the neighbourhood, to the
vifit of churches and palaces confpicuous by their
architecture, to the royal manufadures, colleGions
of books and pictures, and all the various treafures
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of art, of learning, and of luxury. An Englifbman
may hear without reluctance, that irr thele curious
and coftly articles Paris is fuperior to London;
fince the opulence of the French capital arifes from
the defe@s of its government and religion. In the
abflence of Louis X1V. and his fucceffors, the Louvre
has been left unfinithed : but the millions which
have beenlavifhed on the fands of Verfailles, and the
morafs of Marli, could not be fupplied by the legal
allowance of a Britith king. The fplendor of the
French nobles is confined to their town refidence ;
that of the Englifh is more ufefully diftributed in their
country feats; and we fhould be altonifhed at our
own riches, if the labors of architeure, the fpoils of
Italy and Greece, which are now fcartered from In-
verary to Wilton, were accumulated in a few ftreets
between Marybone and Weltminfter. All fuper-
fluous ornament is rejected by the cold frugality of
the proteftants; but the catholic fuperftition, which
is always the enemy of reafon, is often the parent of
the arts. The wealthy communities of prieftsand
monks expend their revenues in ftately edifices; and
the parifh church of St. Sulpice, one of the nobleft
firu@ures in Paris, was built and adorned by the
private induftry of a late curé. In this outfet; and {till
. more in the fequel of my tour, my eye was amufed;
but the pleafing vifion cannot be fixed by the pen; the
particular images are darkly feen through the medium
of five-and-twenty years, and the narrative of my
life muft not degenerate into a book of travels b
But the principal end of my journey was to enjoy
the fociety of a polifhed and amiable people, in whofe
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favor 1 was {trongly prejudiced, and to converfe
with fome authors, whofe converfation, as Lfondly
imagined, mult be far more pleafing and infiru&ive
than their writings. The moment was bappiiy
chofen. At the clofe of a fuccefsful war the Britifh
name was relpected on the continent,
Clarum & venerabile nomen
Gentibus.

OQuropinions, our fafhions, even our games, were
adopted in France, aray of national glory illuminated
cachindividual, and every Englifhman was fuppofed
to be born a patriot and a philofopher. For myfelf,
I carried a perfonal recommendation ; my nameand
my Effay were already known; the compliment of
having written in the French language entitled me
to fome returns of civility and gratitude. I was con-
fidered as a man of letters, who wrote for amufement.
Before my departure I had obtained from the Duke
de Nivernois, Lady Hervey, the Mallets, Mr.
Walpole, &c. many letters of recommendation to
their private or literary friends.  Of thefeepiftles the
reception and [uccefs were determined by the characs
ter and fituation of the perfons by whom and to
whom they were addrefled : the feed wasfometimes
calton a barrenrock, and it fometimes multiplied a
hundred fold in the production of new fhoots,
fpreading branches, and exquifite fruit. Butupon
the whole, 1 had reafon to praife the national urbanity,
which from the court has diffufed its gentle influence
to the fhop, the cottage, and the fchoolse Of the
men of genius of the age, Montefquieu and Fonte-
nelle were no more; Voltaire refided on his own
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eftate near Geneva; Roufleau in the preceding year
had been driven from his hermitage of Montmo-
rency ; and I blufh at my having neglected to feek,
in this journey, the acquaintance of Buffon. Among
the men of letters whom I faw, ID’Alembert and
Diderot held the foremoft rank in merit, or atlealtin
fame. I fhall content myfelf with enumerating the
well-known names of the Count de Caylus, of the
Abbés della Bleterie, Barthelemy, Rayunal, Arnaud,
of Meffieurs de la Condamine, du Clos, deSt Palaye,
de Bougainvilie,Caperonnier, de Guignes, Svard, &c.
without attempting to difcriminate the fhades of their
characters, orthe degrees of our connexion. Alone,
in amorning vifit, I commonly found the artifts and
anthors of Paris lefs vain; and more reafonable,
than in the circles of their equals, with whom they
mingle inthe houfcs of the rich. Four daysin a week
I'had a place, without invitation, at the hofpitable
tables of Mefdames Geoffrin and du Bocage, of
the celebrated Helvetius, and of the Baron d’Olbach.
In thefe fympofia the pleafures of the table were im-
proved by lively and liberal converfation ; the com-
pany was fele@, though various and voluntary *.
The fociety of Mladame du Bocage was more foft
and moderate than that of her rivals, and the even-
ing converfations of V. de Foncemagne were fup-
ported by the good fenfe and learning of the principal
members of the Academy of Inferiptions. The opera
and the Italians I occafionally vifited ; but the French
theatre, both in tragedy and comedy, was my daily
and favorite amufement. T'wo famous actreffes then

divided the public applaufe. For my own part, I
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preferred the confummate art of the Clairon, to the io
temperate fallies of the Dumefnil, which were extol-
led by her admirers, as the genutae voice of nature
and paflion.Fourteen weeksinfenfibly ftoleaway ; but
had 1 been rich and independent, 1 fhould have pro-
longed, and perhaps have fixed, my refidence at Paris.

Between the expenfive ftyle of Paris and of ltaly
it was prudent to interpofe fome months of tranquil
fimplicity ; and at the thoughts of Laufanne I again
lived in the pleafures and ftudies of my early youth.
Shaping my courfe through Dijon and Befancon, in
the laft of which places 1 was kindly entertained by
my coufin Acton, I arrived in the month of May
1763 on the banks of the Leman Lake. It had been
my intention to pafs the Alps in the autuma, but
fuch are the fimple attractions of the place, that the
year had almol(t expired before my departure from
Laufanne in the enfuing {pring. An abfence of five
years had not made much alteration in manners, or
even in perfons. My old friends, of both fexes,
hailed my voluntary return ; the moft genuine proof
of my attachment. They had been flattered by the
prefent of my book, the produce of their foil; and
the good Pavilliard (hed tears of joy as he embraced
a pupil, whofe literary merit he might fairly impute
to his own labors. To my old lift I added fome new
acquaintance , and among the firangers I thall diftin-
guifh Prince Lewis of Wirtemberg, the brother of
the reigning Duke, at whofe country.houfe , near
Laufanne , I frequently dined : a wandering meteor,
and at length a falling ftar, his light and ambitious
fpirit had fucceflively dropped from the firmament
of




MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 129

of Pruflia, of France, and of Auftria; and his faults,
which he flyled his misfortunes, had driven him into
philofophicexile in the Pays de Vaud. He could now
moralize on the vanity of the world, the equality of
mankind, and the happinefs of a private ftation. His
addrefs was affable and polite, and as he had fhone in
courts and armies, his memory could fupply, and
his eloquence bl adorn, a copious fund of in-
terefting anecdotes. His firlt enthufiafm was that of
charity and agriculture;; but the fage gradually Iapfcd
in the f'uut, and Prmce Lewis of Wirtemberg is
now butied in a hermitage near Mayence, in thP
lalt flage of myftic devotlon By fome ecclefiaftical
quarrel, Voltaire had been pm\,oked to withdraw
himfelf from Laufanne ; and retire to his caflle at
Ferney, where I again vifited the poet and the actor,
without feeking his more intimate acquaintance, to
which I might now have pleaded a better title. But
the theatre which he had founded, the a&ors whom
he had formed, furvived the lofs of their mafter;
and recent from Paris, I attended with pleafure at
the reprefentation of feveral tragedies and comedies,
I fhall not defcend to fpecify particular names and
charadters; but I cannot forget a private inftitution,
which will difplay the innocent freedom of Swils
manners. [Vly favorite fociety had affumed, from
the age of its members, the proud denomination of
the fpring (/e fociéié du printems.) It confifted of
fifteen or twenty young unmarried ladies, of genteel,
though not of the very firft families ; the eldeft per-
haps about twenty, all agreeable, feveral handfome,
and two or three of exquifite beauty. At each other’s
VoL. L




houfes they allembled almoft every day, without
the control, or even the prefence, of 2 mother or an
aunt; they were trufted to their own prum_ﬂce, am-
ong a crowd of young men of ev cry nation in Eu.
rope. They lal.ghed, they fung, they danced, they
played at cards, they acted comedies; but in the
mudft of this ca iElLfb aiety, they refpected themfel-
ves, and were refpcded by the men; the invifible
line between liberty and licentiou{nefs was never
tranfgreffed by a gefture, a word, or a look, and
their virgin chaftity was never fullied by the breath
of fcandal or fufpicion. A fingular inftitution,
expreflive of the innocent fimplicity of Swifs man-
ners. After having tafted the luxury of England and
Paris, I could not have returned with fatisfaion to
the coarfe and homely table of Madame Pavilliard ;
nor was her hufband offended that I now entered
myfelf as a penfionnaire , or boarder, in the elegant
houfe of Vir. De Mefery , Which may be entitled to
a fhort remembrance, as 1t has ftood above twenty
years, perhaps, without a parallel in Europe. The
houfe in which we lodged was fpacious and conve-
nient, in the beft fireet, and commanding,’ from
behind , a noble profpe& over the country and the
Lake. Our table was ferved with neatnefs and plen-
ty; the boarders were feclet; we bad the liberty of
inviting any gueflts ata ftated price j an d in the fum-
mer the fcene was occ aﬂonahy transferred to a plea-
fant villa , about a league from Laufanne. The cha-
racters of hlmter i 1d: Miftrefs were L,.pr.l} fuitec
to each other, and to their {ituation. At the age of
feventy-five, Madame de Mefery, who bas furvived

budas
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her hufband, is ftill a graceful, I had almoft fuid
a handfome woman. She was alike qualified to pre-
fide in her kitchen and her drawing room; and fuch
was the equal propriety of her condudt, that of two
or three hundred foreigneis, none ever failed in
refpect, none could complain of her negle@, and
none could ever boalt of her favor. Mefery himfelf,
of the noble family of De Croufaz, was a man of
the world, a jovial companion , whofe eafy manners
and natural fallies maintained the cheerfulnefs of his
houfe. His wit could laugh at his own ignorance:
he difguifed, by an air of profufion,; a f{irict atten-
tion to his intereft ; and in this fitvation, he appeared
like a nobleman who fpent his fortune and enter-
tained his friends. In this agreeable fociety I refided
nearly eleven months (IVlay 1763—April 1764 ;) and
in this fecond vifit to Laufanne, among a crowd of
my Eoglifh companions, 1 knew and efteemed Mr
Holroyd (now Lord Sheffield ;) and our mutual at-
tachment was renewed and fortified in the fubfe-
quent ftages of our ltalian journey. Our lives are
in the power of chance, and a flight variation on
either fide, ia time or place; might have deprived
me of a friend, whofe activity in the ardor of youth
was always prompted by a benevelent heart, and
dire@ed by a [trong underfianding ",

If my ftudies at Paris had been confined to the
ftudy of the world, three or four months would not
have been unprofitably fpent. My vifits, however
fuperficial , to the Academy of Medals and the pub-
lic libraries, opened a new field of inquiry; and the
view of fo many manufcripts of different ages and
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characers induced me to confult the two great Be:
nedictine works , the Diplomatica of Viabillon, and
the Paleographia of Montfaucon. 1ftudied the theo-
ry without attaining the practice of the art: nor
fhould I complain of the intricacy of Greek abbre-
viations and Gothic alphabets, fince every day, in
a familiar language, I am at a lofs to decipher the
hierogly phics of a female note. In a tranquil fcene,
which revived the memory of my firft ftudies, idle-
nefs would have been lefs pardonable: the public
libraries of Laufanne and Geneva liberally fupplied
me with books; and if many hours were loft in dif-
fipation, many more were employed in literary
labor. In the country, Horace and Virgil, Juvenal
and Ovid , were my afliduous companions: but, 1n
town, I formed and executed a plan of ftudy for the
ufe of my Tranfalpine expedition: the topography
of old Rome , the ancient geography of ltaly, and
the fcience of medals. 1. 1diligently read, almoft
always with my pen in my hand, the elaborate trea-
tifes of Nardini, Donatus , &c. which fill the fourth
volume of the Roman Antiguities of Grevius. 2. I
next undertook and finifhed the ltalia Antigua of
Cluverius, a learned native of Pruffia, who had
meafured, on foot, every{pot, and has compiled
and digefted every paflage of the ancient writers.
Thefe paflages in Greek or Latin authors I perufed
in the text of Cluverius, in two folio volumes: but
I feparately read the defcriptions of Italy by Strabo,
Pliny , and Pomponius Mela , the Catalogues of the
Epic poets, the Itineraries of Wefleling’s Antoninus,
and the coafting Voyage of Rutilius Numatianus;
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and I ftudied two kindred fubjeéts in the Mefures

Isinéraires of d’Anville, and the copious work of
Bergier, Hifloire des grands Chemins de I' Empire Ro-
main. From thefz materials I formed a table of roads
and diftances reduced to our Englifh meafure; filled
a folio common-place book with my colleions and
remarks on the geography of Italy; and inferted in
my journal many long and learned notes on the in.
fulz and populoufnefs of Rome, the focial war, the
paflage of the Alps by Hannibal, &c. 3. After glan-
cing my eye over Addifon’s agreeable dialogues, 1
more ferioufly read the great work of Ezechiel Span-
heim de Preflantia & Ufic numifmatum , and applied
with him the medals of the kings and emperors,
the families and colonies, to the illuftration of an-
cient hiftory. And thus was I armed for my Italian
journey *'.

I fhall advance with rapid brevity in the narrative
of this tour, in which fomewhat more than a year
{Apnl 1764—May 1765) was agreeably employed.
Content with tracing my line of march, and flightly
touching on my perfonal feelings, I fhall wave the
minute invefltigation of the fcenes which have been
viewed by thoufands, and defcribed by hundreds,
of our modern travellers. R 0 ME is the great obje&
of our pilgrimage: and 1ft, the journey; 2d, the
refidence; and 3d, the return; will form the moft
proper and perfpicuous divifion. 1.1 climbed Mount
Cenis, and defcended into the plain of Piedmont,
not on the back of an elephant, but on 2 light ofier
feat , in the hands of the dextrous and intrepid chair-
men of the Alps. The architecture and government
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of Turin prefented the fame afpe& of tame and tire.
fome uniformity : but the court was regulated wit
decent and fplendid economy; and I was intro-
duced to his Sardinian majefty ** Charles Emanuel,
who , after the incomparable Frederic, held the
fecond rank (proximus longo tamen intervallo)
among the kings of Europe, The fize and populoul
nefs of Milan could uot furprife an inhabitant of
London : ‘but the fancy 1s amufed by a vifit to the
Boremean lflands , an enchanted palace; a work of
the fairies in the midft of a lake encompafled with
mountains , and far removed from the haunts of
men. [ was lefs amufed by the marble palaces of
Genoa, than by the recent memorials of her deliver-
ance (in December 1746) from the Aufirian tyranny;
and I took a military furvcy of every fcene ofaction
within the enclofure of her double walls. My fteps
were detained at Parma and Modena, by the pre-
cious relics of the Farnefe and Efte collections:
but, alas! the far greater part bad been already tranf-
ported, by inheritance or purchafe, to Naples and
Drefden. By the road of Bologna and the Apennine
I at laft reached Florence, where I repofed from
June to September, during the heat of the fummer
months. In the Gallery, and efpecially 1n the Tri.
bune, I firlt acknowledged, at the feet of the Venus
of "vi="uzs that the chifel may difpute the pre-
eminence with the pencil, a truth in the fine arts
which cannot on this fide of the Alps be felt or un-
derftood. Athomel hadtaken fome leflons of Jralian:
on the {pot I read , with a learned native, the claf-

-~

{fics of the Tulcan idiom: but the “mr*"“fa of my
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time, and the ufe of the French language, preven-
ted my acquiring any facility of fpeaking; and I
was a filent fpectator in the converfations of our
envoy , Sir Horace Mann, whofe moft ferioys bufi-
nefls was that of entertaining the Englifh at his hofpi-
table table **. After leaving Florence, I compared
the folitude of Pifa with the indufiry of Lucca and
Lechorn, and continued my journey through Sienna
to Rome , where [ arrived in the beginning of Octo-
ber. 2. My temper is not very fulceptible of enthufi-
alm; and the enthufiafm which I do not feel, I have
ever fcorned to affect. But, at the diftance of twenty-
five years, I can neither forget nor exprefs the ftrong
emotions which agitated my mind as 1 firltapproach-
ed and entered the eternal city. After a fleeplels night,
1 trod, with alofty ftep, the ruins of the Forum ; each
memorable fpot where Romulus flood or Tully fpoke,
or Cafar fell, was at once prefent to my eye; and
feveral days of intoxication were loft or enjoyed
before 1 could defcend to'a cool and minute invefti-
gation. My guide was Mr. Byers, a Scotch antiqua-
1y of experience and talte; but, 1n the daily labor of
cighteen weeks, the powers of attention were fome-
times fatigued, till I was myfelf qualified, 10 a laft
review , to fele@ and fRudy the capital works of
ancient and modern art. Six weeks were borrowed
for my tour of Naples , the moft populous of cities,
relative to its fize, whole luxurious inhabitants fcem
to dwell on the confines of paradife and hell.-fire. I
was prefented to the boy-king by our new envoy,
Sir William Hamilton; who, wifly diverting his
correfpondence from the fecretary of State o the
K 4
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Royal fociety and Britilh Mufeum', has elucidated

a country of fuch ineftimable value to the naturalifk

and antiquarian. On my return, I fondly embraced,

for the laft time, the miracles of Rome; but I depar.
- ted without kifling the feet of Rezzonico { Clement
XIIL ) who neither poffeffed the wit of his prede~
ceflor Lambertini, nor the virtues of his fucceflor
Ganganelli. 3. In my pilgrimage from Rome to Lo-
retto I again crofled the Apennine; from the coaft
of the Adriatic I traverfed a fruitful and populous
country , which could alane difprove the paradox of
Montefquieu, that modern Italy is a defert. With.
out adopting the exclufive prejudice of the natives,
1 fincerely admire the paintings of the Bologna
fchool. I haftened to elcape from the fad foli-
tude of Ferrara, which in the age of Cefar was ftll
more defolate. The fpe@acle of Venice afforded
fome hours of altonifhment ; the univerfity of Padua
is a dying taper: but Verona Rill boafts her amphi-
theatre, and his native Vicenza is adorned by the
claflic architeéture of Palladio: the road of Lom-
bardy and Piedmont (did Montefquieu find them
without inhabitants ? ) led me back to Milan, Turin,
and the paffage of Mount Cenis, where I again
crofled the Alps in my way to Lyons.

The ufe of foreign travel has been often debated
as'a general quefltion; but the conclufion muft be
finally applied to the chara@er and circumftances
of each individual. With the education of boys,
where or how they may pafs over fome juvenile years
with the leaft mifchief to themfelves or others, I
have no concern. But after fuppoling the previpus
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and indifpenfable requifites of age, judgment, a
competent knowledge of men and books, and a
frcedom from domeftic prejudices, I will briefly
defcribe the qualifications which I deem moft effen-
tial to a traveller. He fhould be endowed with an
active, indefatigable vigor of mind and body, which
can {eize every mode of conveyance, and fupport,
with a carelefs fmile, every bardfhip of the road,
the weather, or the inn. The benefits of foreign
travel will correfpond with the degrees of thefe qua-
hifications; but, in this fketch, thofe to whom I am
known WIH not accufe me of framing my own
panegyric. It was at Rome, on the Isth of Od&ober
1764, as [ fat mufing amid{t the ruins of the Capitol,
while the bare-footed friars were {inging vcfpers in
the Temple of Jupiter **, that the idea of writing
the decline and fall of the city firft ftarted to my
mind. But my original plan was circumfcribed to
the decay of the city rather than of the empire:
and, though my reading and reflections began to
point towards that objeé, fome years elapfed, and
{everal avocations intervened, before I was ferioufly
engaged in the execution of that laborious work.

I had not totally renounced the fouthern provin-
ces of France, but the letters which I found at Ly-
ons were expreflive of fome impatience. Rome
and Italy had fatiated my curious appetite , and
I was now ready to return to the peaceful retreat of
my family and books. After a happy fortnight I re-
luctantly leftc Paris, embarked at Calais, again lan-
ded at Dover, after an interval of two years and
five months, and haftily drove through the fummer
duft and folitude of London. On the 25th of June




MEMOIRS OF

1765 I arrived at my father’s houfe: and the five
years and a half beeween my travels and my father’s
death {1770) are the portion of my life which I
pafled with the lealt enjoyment, and which I
remember with the lealt fatisfaction. Every fpring [
attended the monthly meeting and exercife of the
militia at Southampton ; and by the reflignation of
my father, and the death of Sir Thomas W orfley, I
was [ucceflively promoted to the rank of major and
lieutenant-colonel commandant: but I was each year
more difgulied with the inn,, the wine, the compa-
ny . and the tirefome repetition of annual attendance
and daily exercife, At home, the economy of the
family and farm fill maintained the fame creditable
appearance. IVly connexion with Mrs. Gibbon was
mellowed into a warm and folid attachment: my
growing years abolifhed the diftance that might yet
remain between a parent and a fon, and my becha-
viour fatisfied my father, who was proud of the
fuccels, however imperfect in his own life-time, of
my literary talents. Our folitude was foon and often
enlivened by the vifit of the friend of my youth,
Mr. Deyverdun, whofe abfence from Laufanne I
had fincerely lamented, About three years after my
firlt departure , he had emigrated from his native
lake to the banks of the Oder in Germany. The
res angufia domi , the waflle of a decent p tumOny,
by anlmprowdent father, obliged him, like many
of his countrymen, to confide in his own induftry;
and he was intrufted with the education of a young
prince, the grandfon of the Margrave of Schavedt,
of the Royal Family of Pruffia. Our friendfhip was
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never cooled, our correfpondence was fometimes
interrupted ; bue I rather wifhed than hoped to ob-
tain Mr. Deyverdun for the companion of my Italian
tour. An unhappy, thongh honorable paflion, drove
him from his German court; and the attractions of
hope and curiofity were fortified by the expectation
of my fpeedy return to England. During four fuc-
ve fummers he paffed feveral weeks or months
on, and our free converfations, on every
topic Lhﬂt could intereft the heart or underftanding,
wou ‘d have reconciled me toa defert or a prifon. In
er months of an_on my fphere of know-
nd action was ome“'h"t en]ﬂrgﬁd by the

‘:‘A and .1broad znd I mu& regrct, as more
than an acquaintance , Mr. Godfrey Clarke of Der-
byfhire, an amiable and worthy young man, who
was fnatched away by an untimely death. A weekly
convivial meeting was eftablifhed by mylelf and
travellers, under the name of the Roman Club *’.
The renewal, or perhaps the improvement, of
my Englifh life was imbittered by the alteration of
my own feelings. At the age of twenty - one 1 was,
in m] proper ftation of a youth , delivered from the
yoke of education, and de;mhted with the compa-
rative ftate of liberty and affluence. My fi lial obe-
dience was natural and eafy ; and in the gay profpe&t
of futurity, my ambition did notextend beyond the
enjoyment of my books, ry leifure, and my patri-
monial eftate , undifturbed by the cares of a family
and the duties of a profeflion. Butin the militia I was
armed with power; in my travels, I was exempg
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from control; and as I approached, as I gradualiy
pafled my thirtieth year , I'began to feel the defire of
being mafter in my own houfe. The molt gentle
autho.l_ty will fometimes frown without reafon, the
molt cheerful fubmiffion will fometimes murmur
without caufe; and fuch 1s the law of our imperfect
nature, thatwe muft either command or obey; that
our perfonal liberty is fupported by the obfequiouf-
nels of our own dependants, While fo many of my
acquaintance were married or in parliament, or
advancing with a rapid ftep in the various roads of
honorand fortune, Iftood alone, immoveable and
infignificanc; for after the monthly meeting of 1770,
1 had even withdrawn myfelf from the militia, by
the refignation of an empty and barren commiffion.
My temper is not fufceptible of envy, and the view
of fuccefsful merit has always excited my warmeft
applaufe. The mileries of a vacant life were never
known to a man whofe hours were infufficient for
the inexhauftible pleafures of ftudy. ButIlamented
that at the proper age Lhad not embraced the lucra-
tive purfuits of the law or of trade , the chances of
civil office or India adventure, or even the fat flum-
bers of the church ; and my repentance became more
lively as the lofs of time was more irretrievable.
Experience (howed me the ufe of grafting my private
confequence on the importance ofa great profeffional
body ; the benefits of thofe firm connexions which
are cemented by hope and intereft,, by gratitude and
emulation, by the mutual exchange of {fervices and
favors. From the emoluments of a profeffion I might
have derived an ample fortune, or a competent
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income, inftead of being ftinted to the fame narrow
allowance , to be increafed only by an event which
I fincerely deprecated. The progrefs and the know-
ledge of our domeftic diforders aggravated my
anxiety, and I began to apprehend that I might be
left in my old age without the fruits either of induftry
or inheritance.

In the firft fummer after my return, whillt Ienjoyed
at Beriton the fociety of my friend Deyverdun, our
daily converfations expatiated over the field of an.
cient and modern literature ; and we freely difcufled
my Rudies , my firlt Effay, and my future projects.
The Decline and Fall of Rome 1 flill contemplated
at an awful diftance: but the two hiftorical defigns
which had balanced my choice were fubmitted to his
talte ; and in the parallel between the Revolutions
of Florence and Switzerland, our common partiality
for a country which was Ais by birth, and mineby
adoption, inclined the fcale in favor of the latter.
According to the plan, which was foon conceived
and digefted , I embraced a period of two hundred
years, from the aflfociation of the three peafants of
the Alps to the plenitude and profperity of the
Helvetic body in the fixteenth century. I fhould
have defcribed the deliverance and vidtory of the
Swifls, who have never (hed the blood of their tyrants
but in a field of battle; the laws and manners of the
confederate ftates ; the fplendid trophies of the
Auftrian, Burgundian, and Italian wars; and the
wifdom of a nation, who, after fome fallies of martial
adventure , has been content to guard the bicflings
of peace with the fyyord of freedom.
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— Manus hec inimica tyrannis
Enfe petit placidam [ub libertate quiciem.

My judgment, as well as my enthufiaflm , was futif-
fied with the glorious theme; and the affiitance of
Deyverdun feemed to remove an infuperable ob.
fircle. The French or Latin memorials, of which
I was not ignorant , are inconfiderable in numberand
weight; butin the perfed acquaintance of my friend
with the German language, I found the key of a
more valuable collection. "The moft neceflary books
were procured ; he tranflated, formy ufe, the folio
volume of Schilling, a copious and contemporary
relation of the war of Burgundy ; weread and marked
the molt interefting parts of the great chronicle of
Tfchudi; and by his labor, orthat of an inferior af-
fiftant, large extradts were made from the Hiflory of
Laufler and tlie Dictionary of Lew : yet fuch was the
diftance and delay, that two years elapfed in thefe
preparatory fteps; and it was late in the third fum.
mer ( 1767 ) before 1 entered, with thefe flender
materials, on the more agreeable talk of compofition.
A fpecimen of my Hiftory, the firlt book, was read
the following winter in a literary fociety of foreigners
in London; and as the author was unknown, I
liftened , without obfervation, to the free ftrictures,
and unfavorable fentence, of my judges **. The
momentary fenfation was painful ; but their con-
demnation was ratified by my cooler thoughts. I
delivered my imperfect fheets to the flames *’, and
forever renounced a defign in which fome expenfe,
much labor , and more time, had been fo vainly

S,
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confumed. I cannot regret the lofs of a flight and
fuperficial effay ; for fuch the work muft have been
in the hands ofa ftranger, uninformed by the{cholars
and ftatefmen , and remote from the hbraries and
archives of the Swifs republics. IMy ancient habits,
and the prefence of Deyverdun, encouraged me to
write in French for the continent of Europe ; butl
was conlcious myfelfthat my ftyle, above profe and
below poetry, degenerated intoa verbofeand turgid
declamation. Perhaps I may impute the failureto the
injudicious choice of a foreign language. Perhaps I
may fufpe that the language itfelf is ill adapted to
fultain the vigor and dignity of an important narra-
tive. But if France, fo rich in literary merit , had
produced a great original hiltorian, his genius would
have formed and fixed the idiom to the proper tone,
the peculiar mode of hiltorical eloquence.

It was in fearch of fome liberal and lucrative em-
ployment that my friend Deyverdun had vifited
¥ngland. His remittances from home were fcanty
and precarious. My purfe was always open, but it
was often empty; aud 1 bitterly felt the want of
riches and power, which might have enabled me to
correct the errors of his fortune. His withes and qua-
lificatiouns folicited the ftation of the travelling go.
vernor of fome wealthy pupil; but every vacancy
provoked fo many eager candidates, that for a long
time I firuggled without fuccefs; nor was it till after
much application that I could even place him as a
clerk in the office of the fecretary of fltate. In 2 refi-
dence of feveral years he never acquired the juft pro-
nunciation and familiar ufe of the Eoglith tongue,
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but he read our moft difficult outhors with eafe and
tafte: his critical knowledge of our language and
poetry was fuch as few foreigners have poflefled;
and few of our countrymen could enjoy the theatre
of Shakefpeare and Garrick with more exquifite fee-
ling and difcernment. The confcioufnefs of his own
firength , and the affurance of my aid, emboldened
him to imitate the example of Dr. Maty, whofe
Fournal Britannique was efteemed and regretted; and
to improve his model, by uniting with the tranfac-
tions of literature a philofophic view of the arts and
manners of the Britifh nation. Our Journal for the
year 1767, under the title of Mémoires Littéraires de la
Grande Bretagne , was foon finifhed and fent to the
prefs. For the firft article, Lord Lyttelton’s Hiltory
of Henry 1L' I muft own mylelf refpon(ible ; but the
public has ratified my judgment of that voluminous
work , in which fenfe and learning are not illumina:
ted by a ray of genius. The next {pecimen was the
choice of my friend, the Bath Guide, a light and
whimfical performance, of local, and evern verbal;
pleafantry. I ftarted at the attempt: he fmiled at my
fears: his courage was juftified by fuccefls; and a
malter of both languages will applaud the curious
felicity with which he has transfufed into French
profe the {pirit, and even the humor, of the Englifl
verfe. It is not my wilh to deny how decply I was
interefted in thefe Memoirs, of which I need not
{urely be afhamed; but at the diftance of more than
twenty years, it would be impoffible for me to ak
certain the refpective fhares of the two affociates. A
long and intimate communication of ideas had calt
our
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our (entithents and Ryle in the fame mould. In our
focial labors we compofed and corrected by tuins;
and the praife which I might honeltly beftow, would
fall perhaps on fome article or pallage moft properly
my own. A fecond volume ( for the year 1768 ) was
publillied of thefe Memoirs. I will prelume to fay,
that cheir merit was fuperior to their reputation ; bug
it is not lefs true, thas they were productive of more
reputation than emolument. They introduced my
friend to the protection , and myfelf to the acquaint.
ance , of the Earl of Chefterficld , whofe age and
infirmities fecluded him from the world ; and of Mr.
David Hume, who was under.fecretary to the office
in which Deyverdun was more kumbly employed.
The former accepted a dedication, (April 12th,
1769.) and referved the author for the future educa-
tion of his fucceffor: the latter enriched the Journal
with a reply to Mr, Walpole’s Hiltorical Doubts,
which be afterwards (haped into the form of a note.
The materials of the third volume were almoft com-
pleted, when I recommended Deyverdun as gover-
nor to Sir Richard Worfley, a youth, the fon of my
old Lieutenant. eolonel ; who was lately deceafed.
They fet forwards on their travels; nor did they
return to England till fome time after my father’s
death,

My next publication was an accidental fally of
love and relentment; of my reverence for modelt
genivs; and my averfion for infolent pedantry. The
fixth booL ofthe Eneid is the moft pleafing and per.
fect compofition of Latin poetry, The defcent of
IEneas and the Sybil to the infernal regions, to the

Vor. L
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world of fpirits , expands an awful and boundlefs

profpect, from the nocturnal gloom of the Cum=an

g1 ot ,
Ibant obfeuri fola fub nocle per umbram ,

to the meridian brightnefs of the Blyfian fields;

Largior hic campos ether & lumine veflit
Purpureo

from the dreams of fimple Nature, to the dreams,
alas! of Egyptian theology, and the philofophy of
the Greeks. But the final difmiffion of the hero
through the ivory gate, whence

Falfa ad celum mittunt infomnia manes ,

feems to diffolve the whole enchantment, and leaves
the reader in a ftate of cold and anxious fcepticifm.
This moft lame and impotent conclufion has been
varioufly imputed to the talte or irreligion of Virgil;
but, according to the more elaborate interpretation
of Bifhop Warburton, the defcent to hell is nota
falfe, but a mimic fcene; which reprefents the ini-
tiation of Eneas , in the character of alawgiver, to
the kleufinian myfteries. This hypothefis, a fingular
chapter in the Divine Legation of Mofes, had been
admitted by many as true; it was praifed by all as
ingenious; nor had it been expofed, m a fpace of
thirty years, to a fair and critical difcuffion. The
Jearning and the abilities of the author had raifed him
to a.jult eminence ; but he reigned the ditator and
tyrant of the world of literature. The real merit of
Warburton was degraded by the pride and prefump-
tion with which he pronounced his infallible decrees ;
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in his polemic writings he lalhed his antagonifts with-
out mercy or moderation; and his fervile flatterers,
(lee the bafe and malignant Effay on the Delicacy of
1*‘;':5;;(.;,0;:,} ) exalting the malfter critic far above
Ariftotle and Longinus, affaulted every modelt dif.
feater whorefufed to confule the oracle, and to adare
the idol. In a land of liberty , fuch defpotifm muft
provoke a general op"oi"cion and the zeal of oppo-
ficion 1s feldom candid or 1mpar*h 1l. A late profeffor
of Oxford, {Dr. Lowth,) ina poiated and polifhed
epiltle, (Auguft31ft, 1765 ,) defended himfelf, and
attacked the Bithop; and, whatfoever might be the
merits of an infignificant controverly , his vitory
was clearly eftablifhed by the filent confufion of
Warburton and his flaves. I too, without any pri-
vate offence, was ambitious of breaking a mee
againft the giant's fhield; and in the beginning of
the year 1779, my Critical Obfervations on the Sixth
Book of the Eneid were fent, without my name , to
the prefs. In this fhort Bffay , my firlt Englifh publi-
cation, I aimed my ftrokes againft the perfon and
the hypothefis of Bithop Warburton. 1 proved, at
lealt to my own [atisfaction, that the ancient lawgivers
did not invent the myfteries, and that Eneas was
never invelted with the office of lawgiver : t/at there
is not any argument , any circumfance, which can
melta fable into ;al!cgory or remove the f.ene from
the Lake Avernus to the T cmp e of Ceres: that fuch
a wild fuppofition is equally injurious to the poet
and the man: that if Virgil was not initiated he could
not, if he were he would not, reveal the fecrets of
the initiation: #1at the an;‘.thcm"t of Horace (vetabo

Ea
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qui Cereris [acrum vulgarit, d»c.) at once attefts his
own ignorance and the innocence of his friend. As
the Bifhop of Gloucefter and his party maintained a
difcreet filence , my critical difgquifition was foon loft
among the pamphlets of the day; but the public
coldnefs was overbalanced to my feelings by the
weighty approbation of the laft and belt editor of
Virgil, Profelfor Heyne of Gottingen. who acquief-
ces in my confutation, and ftyles the unknown author,
doétus - - - & elegantiffimus Britannus. But 1 cannot
refift the temptation of tranfcribing the favorable
judgment of Mr. Hayley, himfelfa poet and a {chol-
ar: “ An intricate hypothefis, twifted into a long
“ and labored chain of quotation and argument, the
« Differtation on the Sixth Book of Virgil, remained
% fome time unrefuted. ---- At length, a fuperior,
but anonymous, critic arofe, who, in one of the
moft judicious and fpirited eflays that our nation
has produced, on a point of claflical lterature,
completely overturned this ill-founded edifice,
.and expofed the arrogance and futility of its affum-
ing architect. ” He even condelcends to jultify an
acrimony of ftyle, which had been gently blamed
by the more unbialled (rerman « Paullo acrius quam
“ velis -~ -~ perfirinzit **.” But I cannot forgive
mylelf the contemptuous treatment of a man who,
with all his faults, was entitled to my efteem*’; and
I can lefs forgive, in a perfonal attack , the cowardly
concealment of my name and charaé“rer
1o the fifteen years between my Fffay on the Study
of Literature and the firt volume of the Decline and
Fall, (1761 —1776, ) this criticifm on Warburton,
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and fome articles in the Journal, were my fole pub-
lications. It is more efpecially incumbent on me to
mark the employment, or to confefs the vafte of
time, from my travels to my father’s death | an inter-
valin which I was not diverted by any profeflional
duties from the labors and pleafures of a ftudious
life. 1.'As foon as I was releafed from the fruitlefs
tafk of the Swifs revolutions, (1768,) I began gradual-
ly to advance from the wifh to the hope, from the
hope to the defign, from the defign to the execution,
of my hiftorical work, of whofe limits and extent I
had yet a very inadequate notion. The Claffics, as
low as_Tacitus, the younger Pliny, and Juvenal;
were my old and familiar companions. 1 infenfibly
plunged into the ocean of the Auguftan hiftory; and
in the defcending feries I inveftigated, with my pen
almoft always in my hand, the original records, both
Greek and Latin, from Dion Caffius to Ammianus
Marcellinus, from the reign of Trajan to the laft age
of the Weltern Czfars. The fubfidiary rays of me.
dals, and infcriptions of geography and chronology,
were thrown on their proper objeéts; and lapplied
the collections of Tillemont, whofe inimitable ac-
curacy almoft affumes the character of genius, to fix
and arrange within my reach the loofe and {cat-
tered atoms of hiftorical information. Through the
darknefs of the middle ages I explored my way in
the Annals and Antiquities of Italy of the learned
Mouratori; and diligently compared them with the
parallel or tranfverfe lines of Sigonius and Maffei,
Baronius and Pagi, till Ialmoft grafped the ruins of
Rome in the fourteenth century, without fulpedting
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that this final chapter mult be attained by the labor
of fix quartos and twenty years. Among the books
which | purchafed, the Theodofian Code, with the
commentary of James Godefroy, mul be gratefully
rentembered. 1 ufed it (and much 1 ufed it) asawork
of hiftory, rather than of jurifprudence: but in every
light it may be confidered as a full and capacious
repofitory of the political ftate of the empire in the
fourth and fifth centuries. As 1 belived, and as [
flill believe, that the propagation of the Gofpel,
and the triumph of the church, are infeparably con-
nected with the decline of the Roman monarchy,
Phwveighed the caufes and effecs of the revplution,
and contrafted the narratives and apologies of the
Chriftians themfelves, with the glances of candor
or enmity which the Pagans have calt on the rifing
fe@s. The Jewilh and Heathen teltimonies, as they
are collected and illuftrated by Dr. Lardner, directed,
without fuperfeding. my fearch of the originals;
and in an ample differtation on the miraculous dark-
nefs of the paffion, I privately drew my conclufions
from the filence of an unbelieving age. I have affem-
bled the preparatory ftudies, directly or indireétly
relative to my hiftory; but, in firict equity, they
mult be {pread beyond this period of my life, over
the two fummers (1771 and 1772) that elapfed be-
tweenmy father’s deathand my fettlementin London.
2. In a free converfation with books and men, it
would be endlefs to enumerate the names and cha-
racers of all who are introduced to our acquaint-
ance ; but in this general acquaintance we may felect
the degrees of friendfhip and elteem. According to

[
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the wife maxim, Multum legere potius quam mulla. 1
reviewed, again and again, the immortal works of
the French and Englifh, the Latin and Italian claffics.
My Greek ftudies (though lefs afliduous than 1 de-
figned) maintained and extended my knowledge of
that incomparable idiom. Homer and Xenophon
were {iill my favorite anthors; and I bad almoft pre-
pared for the prefs an Effay on the Cyropeedias
which in my own judgment, is not unhappily
labored. After a certain age, the new publications
of merit are the fole food of the many ; and the moft
auftere ftudent will be often tempted to break the
line, for the fake of indulging his own curiofity,and
of providing the topics of fathionable currency. A
more refpectable motive may be affigned for the
third perufal of Blackltone’s Commentaries, and a
copious and critical abfirac of that Englith work
was my firlt ferious produdion in my native language.
3. My literary leifure mas much lefs complete and
independent than it might appear to the eye of a
firanger. In the hurry of London I was deftitue of
books ; in the folitude of Hamplhire I was not mafter
of my time. My quict was gradually difturbed by
our domeftic anxiety, and 1 fhould be afhamed of
my unfeeling philofopby, had 1 found much time
or talte for ftudy in the laft fatal fummer (1770) of
my father’s decay and diffolution.

The difembodying of the militia at the clofe of
the war (1763) had reltored the major (a new Cincin-
natus) to a life of agriculture. His labors were ufeful
his pleafures innocent, his wifhes moderate ; and
my father feemed to enjoy the ftate of bappinefs
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which is celebrated by poets and philofophers, as
the moft agreeable to nature, and the leaft acceflible
to fortune.

Beatus ille, qui procul negotiis

(Ut prifea gens mortalium )

Paterna rura bubus exercet Juis

Solutus omni fenore *°. Hogr. Epod. ii.

But the laft indefpenfable condition, the freedom
from debt, was wanting to my father’s felicity ; and
the vanities of his youth were feverely punifhed by
the folicitude and forrow of his declining age. The
firk mortgage, on my teturn from Laufanne, (i758)
bad afforded him a partial and tranfient relief. The
annual demand of intereft and allowance wasa heavy
deduction from his income; the militia was a fource
of expenfe, the farm in his hands was not a profit-
able adventure, he was loaded with the cofts and
damages of an oblolete law-fuit; and each year mul.
tiplied the number, and exhaufted the patience, of
bis credicors.  Under thefe painful circumftances, I
confented to an additional. mortage, to the fale of
Putney, and to every facrifice that conld alleviate
his diftrefs. But he was no longer capable of a ra-
tional effort, and his reluctant delays poltponed not
the evils themfelves, but the remedies of thofe evils
( remedia malorum potius quam male differebat). The
pangs of fhame, tendernefs, and felf-reproach , incef-
fantly preyed on his vitals, his conftitution was bro=
ken; he loft his ftrength and his fight; the rapid pro-
grefs of a dropfy admonifhed bim of his end, and he
funk into the grave on the 1o0th November 1770, in
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the fixty fourth year of his age. A family-tradition
infinuates that Mr. William Law had drawn his
],:upil in the light and inconftant characer of Flaius,
who is ever confident, and ever difappointed in the
chafe of happinefs. But thefe conftitutional failings
were happily compenfated by the virtues ofthe head
and heart, by the warmelt {eutiments of honor and
humanity. His graceful perfon, polite addrefls, gentle
manauers , and unaffected cheerfulnels, recommended
him tothe favor of every company; andin the change
of times and opinions, his liberal fpirit had long
fince delivered him from the zeal and prejudice of
a Tory education. I fubmitted to the order of Na-
ture ; and my grief was {oothed by the confcious
fatisfaction that I had difcharged all the duties of
fitial piety.

As foon as I had paid the laft folemn duties to
my father, and obtained, from time and reafon. a
tolerable compofure of mind, I began to form the
plan of an independent life, moft adapted to my
circumftances and inclination. Yet fo intricate was
the net, my efforts were fo awkward and feeble,
that nearly two years (November 1770 — O&ober
1772) were fuffered to elapfe before 1 could difen-
tangle myfelf from the management of the farm, and
transfer my refidence from Beriton to a houfe in
London. During this interval I continued to divide
my year between town and the country; but my
new fituation was brightened by hope; my ftay in
London was prolonged into the fummer; and the
uniformity of the fammer was occafionally broken
by wvifits and excurfions at a diftance from home.
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The cratification of my defires (they were not im-
moderate) has been feldom difappointed by the want
of money or credit; my pride was never infulted
by the vifit of an importunate tradefman; and my
tranfient anxiety for the paflt or future has been dif
pelled by the ftudious or focial occupation of the
prefeat hour. My confcience does not accufe me of
any act of extravagance or injuftice, and the rem-
nant of my eftate affords an ample and honorable
provifion for my declining age. I (hall not expatiate
on my economical affairs , which cannot be mftruc.
tive or amufing to the reader. Itis a rule of prudence,
as well as of politenefs, to referve fuch confidence
for the ear of a private friend, without expofing
our f{ituation to the envy or pity of firangers; for
envy is productive of hatred, and pity borders too
rearly on contempt. Yet I may believe, and even
affert, that in circumftances more indigent or more
wealthy , 1 (hould never have accomplifhed the talk,
or acquired the fame, of a hiftorian; that my fpirit
would have been broken by poverty and contempt,
and that my induflry might have been relaxed in the
labor and luxury of a fuperfluous fortune.

I had now attained the firlt of earthly bleffings,
independence : I was the abfolute mafter of my hours
and a&ions: nor was I deceived in the hope thatthe
eftablifhment of my library in town would allow
me to divide the day between {tudy and fociety.
Each year the circle of my acquaintance, the
number of my dead and living companions, was
enlarged. To a lover of books, the fhops and
fales of London prefent irrefiftible temptations;
and the manufacture of my hiftory required a various
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and growing flock of matenals. The militia , my
travels , the Houfe of Commons, the fame of an
author , contributed to mu'tiply my connexions: I
was chofen a member of the fafhionable clubs; and,
before I lefc England in 1783 there were few per-
fons of any eminence in the literary or political world
to whom I was a ftranger *'. it would moft alluredly
be in my power.to amufe the reader with a gallery of
portraits and a colle&tion of anecdotes. But I have
always condemned the pradice of transforming a
private memorial into a vehicle of fatire or praife.
By my own choice I paffed in town the greateft part
of the year: but whenever I was defirous of breath-
ing the air of the country, I poffeffed a hofpi.
table retreat at Sheflield- place in Suffex, in the family
of my valuable friend Vir. Holroyd, whofe character,
under the name of Lord Sheffield, has fince been
more confpicuous to the public.

No fooner was | fettled in my houfe and library,
than [undertook the compofition of the firft volume
of my Hiltory. At the outfet all was dark and doubt-
ful; even the title of the work, the true era of the
Decline and Fall of the Empire, the himits of the in-
trodoc&ion, the divifion of the chapters, and the
order of the narrative; and I was often tempted to
caft away the labor of feven years. The ftyle of an
author fhould be the image of his mind, but the
choice and command of language is the fruit of ex-
ercife. Many experiments were made before 1 could
hit the middle tone between a dull chronicle and a
rhetorical declamation: three times did 1 compofe
the firflt chapter, and twice the fecond and third,
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before T was tolerably fatisfied with their effe®. In
the remainder of the way | advanced with a more
equal and ealy pace ; but the fifteenth and fixteenth
chapters have been reduced by three fucceffive revi.
fals, from a large volume to their prefent fize; and
they might ftll be compreffed , without anv lofs of
facts or fentiments. An oppofite fault may be impu-
ted to the coucife and fuperficial narrative of the firfk
reigns from Commodus to Alexander; a fault of
which 1 have never heard , except from Mr. Hume
in his 1aft journey to London. Such an oracle might
have been confulted and obeyed with rational devo-
tion; but I was foon difgufted with the modeft prac-
tice of reading the manufcript to my friends. Of
fuch friends fome will praife from politenefs, and
fome will criticife from vanity. The author himfelf
is the belt judge of his own performance; no-one
has fo deeply meditated on the fubje@; no oneis fo
fincerely intereflted in the event.

By the friend(hip of Mr. (now Lord) Eliot, who
had married my firlt coufin, I was returned at the
general ele@tion for the borough of Lefkeard. I took
my feat at the beginning of the memorable conteft
between Great Britain and America, and fupported,
with many a fincere and filent vote, the righes,
though not, perhaps, the intereft, of the mother
country. After a fleeting illufive hope, prudence
condemned me to acquiefce in the humble flation
of amute. I was not armed by Nature and edu-
cation with the intrepid energy of mind and voice.

Vincentem flrepitus , & natum rebus agendis,
Timidity was fortified by pride, and even the fuccefs
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ofmy pen difcouraged the trial of my voice. ** But

12flifted at the debates of a free affembl ly 5 I iftened
to the attack and defence of eloquence and reafon;
I had a near profpect of the charaéters, views, and
paflicns of the firlt men of the age. The caufe of
government was ably vindicated i,} Lord North ,
ftatefman of {potlefs integrity , a confummate mﬂer
of debate, who could wield, with equal dexterity,
the arms of reafon and of ridicule. He was feated on
the Treafury bench between his Attorney and So-
licitor General , the two pillars of the law and flate,
magis pares quam fimiles ; and the minifter might
1ndu| e in a fhort flumber, whillt he was upholden
on either hand by the majeltic fenfe of Thurlow,
and the (kilful eloquence of Wedderburne. From the
adverfe fide of the houfe an ardent and powerlul
oppofition was fupported, by the lively declamation
of Barré, the legal acutenefs of Dunning, the pro-
fufe and philofophic fancy of Burke, and the argu-
mentative vehemence of Fox, who in the condu&®
of a party approved himleclf equal to the condué of
an empire. By fuch men every operation of peace
and war, every principle of juftice or policy, every
queftion of authority and freedom, was attacked
and defended; and the fubje& of the momentous
conteflt was the union or feparation of Great Britain
and America. The eight feffions that I fat in parlia-
ment were a {chool of civil prudence; the firft and
molft effential virtue of a hiftorian.

‘The volume of my Hiltory, which had been fome-
what delayed by the novelty and tumult of a firl
feflion, was now ready for the prefs. After the
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perilous adventure had been declined by my friend
Mr. Elmfly, I'agreed, upon ealy terms, with Mr.
¥ hor

il

William' Straban, an eminent printer; and they

nas Cadell, arefpectable bookfeller, and Mr.

undertook the care and rilk of the publication,
which derived more credit from the name of the
thop than from that of the author. The laft revifal
of the proofs was fubmitted to my vigilance; and

'le, which had been avifible
in the manufcript, were difcovered and correéted

many blemifhes of

in the printed fheet.  So moderate were our hopes,
that the original impreffion had been fRinted to
five hundred, till the number was doubled by the
prophetic tafte of Mr. Straban. During this awful
interval 1 was neither elated by the ambition of
fame, nor deprefled by the apprehenfion of con.
tempt. .My diligence and accuracy were attefted
by my own conlcience. Hiltory is the molt popu-
lar fpecies of writing , fince it can, adapt itfelf to
the highelt or the lowelt capacity. I had chofen
an illuftrious fubje@ Rome is familiar to the
fchool- boy and the ftatefman; and my narrative
was deduced from the lalt period of claffical reading.
1 had likewife flattered myfelf, that an age of light
and liberty would receive , without fcandal, an
inquiry into the human caufes of the progrefs and
eftablibment of Chriftianity.s

I am at a lofs how to defcribe the fuccefs of the
work, without betraying the vanity of the writer.
The firt impreffion was exhaufted in a few days;
a fecond and third edition were fcarcely adequate
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to the demand; and the bookfeller’s property was
twice invaded by the pirates of Dublin. My book
was on every table, and almolt on every toilette;
the hiltorian was crowned by the tafte or fafhion
of the day; nor was the geoeral voice difturbed
by the barking of any profane critic. The favor
of mankind is moft freely beltowed on a new ac.
quaintance of any original merit; and the mutual
furprife of the public and their favorite is produc-
tive of thofe warm fenfibilities, which at a fecond
meeting can no longer be rekindled... If I litened
to the mufic of praife, I was more ferioufly fatistied
with the approbation of my judges. The candor
of Dr. Robertlon embraced his difciple. A letter
from Mr. Hume overpaid the labor of ten years;
but I have never prefumed to accept a place in the
trinmvirate of Bricifh hiltorians.

That curious and original letter will amufe the
reader, and his gratitude (hould thield my free com-
munication from the reproach of vanity.

DEear Sir, EpinsurcH, 18th March 1776.

¢ As I ran through your volume of hiftory with
great avidity and impatience, 1 cannot forbear dif-
covering fomewhat of the fame impatience in retur-
ning you thanks for your agreeable prefent , and
exprefling the fatisfa®ion which the performance
has given me. Whether I confider the dignity of
your ityle, the depth of your matter, or the exs
tenfivenels of your learning, I mult regard the
work as equally the objeé of efteem; and I own
that if I had not previoufly had the happinefs of
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your perfonal acguaintance , fuch a performanee
from aa Englithman in our age would bave given
me fome furprife.  You may fmile at this fentiment;
but as it feems to me that your countrymen, for
almolt a whole gencration, have given the mfelves
up to burbarons and adfurd facion, and have to.
tally neglected all polite letters, I no longer expec-
ted any valuable production ever to come from
them. 1 know it will give you pleafure (as it did
me ) to find that all the men of letters in this place
concur 1n their admiration of your work, and in
their anxions delire of yout continuing it.

“ When 1 heard of your undertaking, {which
was fome time ago, ) 1 own I was a httle curious to
fee how you would extricate yourfelf from the fub-
ject of your two laft chapters. 1 think you hav
obferved a very prudent temperament; but it was
impollible to treat the fubjed fo as not to give
grounds of fufpicion againft you, and you may
expect that a clamor will arife. This, ifany thing,
will retard your fuccefs with the public; forin
every other refpe@ your work is calculated to be
popular. But among many other marks of decline,
the prevalence of fuperftition in England prognof-
ticates the fall of philofophy and decay of tafie;
and though nobody be more capable than you to
revive them, you will probably find a firuggle in
your firft advances.

"« I fee you entertain a great doubt with regard
to the autheuticity of the poems of Offian. You
are certainly right in fo doing It is indeed ftrange
that any men of fenfe could have imagined it
poflible ,

A SEE R
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poffible, that above twenty thoufand verfes, along
with numberlels hiftorical fadts, could have been
prelerved by oral tradition during fifty generations,
by the rudeft, perhaps, of all the European nations;
the moft necellitous, the moft turbulent, and the
moft vofettled. Where a fuppofition is fo contrary
to common [enfe, any pofitive evidence of it ought
never to be regarded. [Men run with great avidity
to give their evidence in favor of whatflatters their
pallions and their national prejudices. X ou are there-
fore over and above indulgent to usin fpeaking of
the matter with hefitation.

“ I multinform you that we are all very anxious
to hear that you have fully collected the materials
for your fecond volume, and that you are even
confiderably advanced in the compofition of it.: I
fpeak this more in' the name of my friends than in
my own; as 1 cannot expeét to live fo long as to
fee the publication of it. Your enfuing volume will
be more delicate than the preceding , but I truft in
your prudence for extricating you from the diffi-
culties; and, in all events, you have courage to
delpife the clamor of bigots.

Iam, with great regard ,
Dear Sir,
Yourmoft obedient, and moft humble Servant,
Davio Hume.”

Some weeks afterwards 1 had the melancholy
plealure of feeing IVI. Hume in his paffage through
London; bis body fecble, his mind firm. On the
25th of Auguft of the fame year (1776 ) he died, at
Edinburgh, the death of a philofopher.

Voi. L
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My fecond excurfion to Paris was determined

by the prefling invitation of V1. and Madame Necker,

who-had vifited England in the preceding {ummer.
On my arrival I found V1. Necker Director- general
of the finances, in the firft bloom of power and
popularity. His private fortune enabled him ta
fupport a liberal eftabiifhment ; and his wife, whofe
talents and virtues I had long admired , was admi-
rably qualified to prefide in the converfation of her
table and drawing-room. As their friend, 1 was
introduced to the beft company of both fexes; to
the foreign minifters of all nations . and to the firft
names and characters of France ; whodiftinguifhed
me by fuch marks of civility and kindnefs, as gra.
titude will not fuffer me to forget, and modefty
will not allow me to enumerate. The fathionable
fuppers often broke into the morning hours; yet
I occafionally confulted the Royal Library, and that
of the Abbey of St. Germain . and in the free ufe
of their books at home . I had always reafon to
praife the liberality of thofe inftitutions. The fo.
ciety of men of letters I neither courted nor declin.
‘ed: but | was happy in the acquaintance of M. de
Buffon, who united with a fublime genius the moft
amiable implicity of mind and manners. At the
table of my old friend, M. de Foncemagne , 1 was
involved in a difpute with the Abbé de IVlably;
and his jealous iralcible fpiric revenged itlelf on
a work which he was incapable of reading in the
Original.

As 1 might be partial in my own caufe, I fhall
tranfcribe the words of an unknown critic, obferving
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only, that this difpute had been preceded by another
on Lhe Enghh cow{ututmq at the houfe of the Couns
tels de Froulay, and old Janfenitt lady.

“ Vouis étiez chez IVI. de Foncemagne, mon cher
® Theodon, le jour que M. 'Abbé de Mably & :
“ M. Gibbon y dinérent en grande compagnie.
La converfation roula prefque entitrement fur
Phiftoire. L’Abbé étant un profond politique,,
la’ tourna fur I'dminiftration, quand on fut aw
deffert: & comme par caradtere, par humeur, par
I'habitude d’admirer Tite Live, il ne prife que
le fy[ieme républicain, il fe mit & vanter lexcel-
lence des républiques; bien perfuadé que le fa.
vant Anglois 'approuveroit en tout, & admire-
roit la profondeur de génie qui avoit fait deviner
tous ces avantages 2 un Francois. Mais M. Gib-
bon, inftruit parl'expérience des inconvéniensd'un
gouvernement populaire, ne fut point du tout de
fon avis, & il prit généreufement la défenfe du gou.
vernement monarchique. L’Abbé voulut le con-
vaincre par Tite Live, & par qucique: argumens
tirés de {’lutarqu en faveur des Spntm.ec M.
Gibbon, doué de la mémoire la plus heureufe, &
ayant tous les faits préfens a la penfée, domina
bien-tot la converfation ; 'Abbé fe facha, il s’em-
porta, il dit des chofes uurcs, I'Anglois, confer-

. vant le phlegme de fon pays, prenoit fes avanta-
f o « ges, & prefloit 'Abbé avec d’autant plus de fuc.
| “ cés que la colere le troubloit de plus en plus.
La converfation s'échauffoit, & M. de Fonce-
magne la rompiten fe levant de table, & en paffant
dans le falon, o perfonne ne fut tenté de la
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“ renouer.”  Supplément de la Maniére décrire
I Hifloire , p. w5y &c. *

Nearly two years had elapled between the publi-
cation of my firft and the commencement of my
fecond volumeg and the caufes muft be affigned of |
this long delay, 1. Aftera thort holiday, 1indul-
ged my curiofity in fome {tudies of a very different
nature, a courfe of anatomy . which was demon.-
ftrated by Doctor Hunter ; and fome leffons of chy-
miftry, which were delivered by Mr. Higgins. The

principles of thefe fciences, and a tafte for books !
of natural hiftory, contributed to multiply my ideas ]
and images; and the anatomift and chymift may (
fometimes track me in theirown foow. 2. I dived, f
perbaps too deeply, into the mud of the Arian con- ¥
troverly; and many days of reading, thinking , and d
writing were confumed in the purfuit of a phantom., t
3. It 1s difficult to arrange , with order and perfpi- | §
cuity , the various tranfactions of the age of Con. I
ftantine ; and fo much was I difplealed with the firlt T

effav, that | committed to the flames above fifty
fheets. 4. The fix months of Paris and pleafure

muft be deduéed from the account. But whenI g
refumed my tafk I fele my improvement; I was now ¢
malter of my Rtyle and fubje@®, and while the mea- ¢
fure of my daily performance was enlarged, I dif- &
covered lefs reaflon to cancel or corre®. It hasal }
ways been my practice to caft a long parapraph in il
a fingle mould, to try it by my ear, to depofit it a
in my memory, but to fufpend the action of the b
pen till I had given the laft polith to my work. Shall fr

1 add , thatI never found my mind more vigorous,
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nor my compofition more happy, thanin the winter
hurry of fociety and parliament ?

Had I believed that the majority of Englifh readers
were {o fondly attachedeven to the nameand fhadow
of Chriftianity; had 1 forefeen that the pious, the
timid, and the prudent, would feel, or affect to feel,
with fuch exquifite fenGbility ; I might. perbaps,
have foftened the two invidious chapters, which
would create many enemies, and concilitate. few
friends. But the (haft was fhot, the alarm was found-
ed, and I could only rejoice, thatif the voice of our
priefts was clamorous and bitter, their hands were
dilarmed from the powers of perfecution, I adhered
to the wife refolution of trufting mvfelf and my
writings to the candor of the public, till Mr. Davies
of Oxford prefumed to attack, not the faith,, but
the fidelity, of the hiftorian. My Vindication, expref-
five oflefs anger than contempt, amufed for a mo-
ment the bufly and idle metropolis; and the moft
rational part of the laity, and even of the clergy,
appear to have been fatisfied of my innocence and
accuracy. I would not print this Vindication in
quarto, leftit fhould be bound and preferved with
the hiftory itfelf. At the diftance of twelve years, I
calmly affirm my judgment of Davies, Chelfum, &c.
A vidory over fuch antagonifts was a fufficient
humiliation. They, however, were rewarded in
this world. Poor Chelfum was indeed neglected;
and I dare not boaft the making Dr. Watfon a
bifhop ; he is a prelate of a large mind and liberal
fpirit **: but I enjoyed the pleafure of giving a
Royal penfion to Mr. Davies, and of collating Dr.

M 3
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Apthorpe to an archiepifcopal living. Their fuccels
encouraged the zeal of Taylor the Arian**, and
Miloer the Methodift **, with many others, whom
it would be difficult to remember, and tedious to
rehearfe. The lilt of my adverfaries, however, was
graced with the more refpetable names of Dr,
Prieftley, Sir David Dalrymple, and Dr. White ,
and every polemic, of either univerfity, difcharged
his fermon or pamphlet againflt the impenetrable
filence of the Roman hiltorian. In his Hiftory of
the Corruptions of Chriftianity, Dr. Prieftley threw
down his two gauntlets to Bihop Hurd and Mr.
Gibbon. Ideclined the challenge in a letter . ex-
horting my opponent to enlighten the world by his
philofophical difcoveries, and to remember that
the merit of his predeceffor Servetus is now reduced
to a fingle paflage, which indicates the fmaller cir-
culation of the blood through the lungs, from and
to the heart . Inftead of liftening to this friendly
advice, the dauntlefs philofopher of Birmingham
continued to fire away his double battery againft
thofe who believed too little, and thofe who believed
too much. From my replies he has nothing to hope
or fear: but his Socinian (hield has repeatedly been
picrced by the fpear of Horfley, and his trumpet of
fedition may at length awaken the magiftrates of a
free country.

The profeffion and rank of Sir David Dalrymple
(now a Lord of Seffion) has given a more decent
color to his fyle. But he fcrutinized each feparate
p faze of the two chapters with the dry minutenefs
of a fpecial pleader; and as he was always folicitous
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to make, he may have fucceeded fometimes in
finding, a flaw. In his Annals of Scotland, he has
thown himfelf a diligent collector and an accurate
eritic.

I have praifed, and I flill praife, the eloquent
fermons which were preached in St. Mary’s pulpit
at Oxford by Dr. White. If he affaulted me with
fome degree of illiberal acrimony, ir fuch a place,
and before fuch an audience, he was obliged to
fpeak the language of the country. I fmiled ac a
paffagein one of his private letters to Mr. Badcock ;
“ The part where we encounter Gibbon muft be
* brilliant and firiking.”

In a fermon preached before the univerfity of
Cambridge, Dr. Edwards complimented a work,
« which can only perith with the language itfelf;”
and efteems the author a formidable enemy. He
is. indeed, aftonifhed that more learning and inge.
nuity has not been fhown in the defence of lrael ;
that the prelates and dignitaries of the church (alas,
good man!) did not vie with each other, whofe
fone (hould fink the deepeft in the forchead of this
Goliah.

“ But the force of truth will oblige us to confefs,
« that in the attacks which have been levelled
againft our fceptical hiftorian, we can difcover but
flender traces of profound and exquifite erudition,
of folid criticifm and accurate inveltigation; but
we are too frequently difgufted by vague and
inconclufive reafoning; by unfeafonable banter
and fenfelefs witticifms; by imbittered bigotry
and enthufiaftic jargon; by futile cavils and illi-
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% beral invectives. Proud and elated by the weak-
« nefs of his antagonills, he condefcends not to
¢ handle the fword of controverfy **.”

Let mefrankly own that I was @artled at the irft
difcharge of ecclefiaftical ordnance; but as foon as
I found that this empty noife was mifchievous only
in the intention, my fear was converted into indig-
nation ; and every feeling of indignation or curiofity
has long fince fubfided in pureand placid indifference.

The profecution of my hiftory was foon afterwards
checked by another controverly of a very different
kind, At the requeft of the Lord Chancellor, and
of Lord Weymouth, then Secretary of State, I
vindicated, againft the French manifefto, the juftice
of the Britith arms.. The whole correfpondence of
Lord Stormont, our late ambaffador at Paris, was
fubmitted to my infpection, and the Mémoire Fuf-
tificatif, which I compofed in Freach, was firlt ap-
proved by the Cabinet Minifters. and then delivered
as a {tate paper to the courts of Europe. The ftyle
and manner are praifed by Beaumarchais himfelf,
who, in his private quarrel, attempted a reply ;
but he flatters me, by afcribing the memoir to Lord
Stormont; and the groffnefs of his inve&ive betrays
the lofs of temper and of wit; he acknowledged *,
that lé flyle ne feroit pas fans grace, ni la logique

Jans jufleffe, &c.1f the facts were true which he under-
takes to difprove. For thele fa@s my credit is not
pledged; Ifpoke as a lawyer from my brief, but
the veracity of Beaumarchais may be eftimated from
the affertion that France, by the treaty of Paris
{1763), was limited to a certain number of fhips of
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war. On the application of the Duke of Choifeul,
he was obliged to retract this daring falfhood.

Among the honorable connexions which T had
formed, I may juftly be proud of the friendfhip of
M. Wedderburne, at that time Attorney General,
who now illuftrates the title of Lord Loughborough,
and the office of Chief Jultice of the Common
Pleas. By his ftrong recommendation, and the
favorable difpofition of Lord North, I was appointed
one of the Lords Commiflioners of Trade and
Plantations; and my private income was enlarged
by a clear addition of between feven and eight
hundred pounds ayear. The fancy of a hoitile
orator may paint, in the {trong colors of ridicule,
 the perpetual virtual adjournment, and the un-
“ broken fitting vacation of the Board of Trade™.”
But it mult be allowed that our duty was not in-
tolerably fevere, and that I enjoyed many days and
weeks of repofe, without being called away from
my library to the office. My acceptance of a place
provoked fome of the leaders of oppofition, with
whom I had lived in babits of intimacy, and I was
wmoft unjuftly accufed of deferting a party, in which
I had never inlifted .

The afpec of the next feflion of parliament was
ftormy and perilous; country meetings, petitions,
and committees of correfpondence, announced the
public difcontent; and inftead of voting with a
triumphant majority , the friends of government
were often expofed to a firuggle, and fometimes to
a defeat. The Houfe of Commons adopted Mr.
Dunning’s motion, * That the influence of the
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« Crown had increafed, was increafing, and ought
“ to be diminifhed:” and Mr. Burke’s bill of
reform was framed with (kill, introduced with elo-
quence, and fupported by pumbers. Our late
prefident, the American Secretary of State, very
narrowly efcaped the fentence of profcription; but
the unfortcunate Board of Trade was abolifhed in
the committee by a fmall majority (207 to 1ygy)
of eight votes. 1 he ftorm, however, blew over
for a time; a large defection of country gentlemen
eluded the fanguine hopes of the patiots: the
Lords of Trade were revived ; adminiltration reco-
vered their ftrength and fpirit; and the flames of
London, which were kindled by a miflchievous
madman, admonifhed all thinkiog men of the danger
of an appeal to the people. Inthe premature diffolu-
tion which followed this feffion of parliament I loft
my feat. Mr. Elliot was now deeply engaged in
the meafures of oppofition, and the ele@tors of
Lefkeard ** are commonly of the fame opinion as
Mr. Elliot.

In this interval of my fenatorial life , T publifhed
the fecond and third volumes of the Decline and Fall.
My ecclefiaflical hiftory ftill breathed the fame fpirit
of freedom; but proteftant zeal is more indifferent
to the characters and controverfies of the fourth and
fifch centuries. [Vly obftinate filence had damped the
ardor of the polemics. Dr. Watfon, the moft candid
of my adverfaries, affured me that he bad no thoughts
of renewing the attack , and my impartial balance of
the virtues and vices of Julian was generally praifed.
This truce was interrupted only by fome animadver-
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fions of the Catholics of Italy, and by fome angry
letters from Mr. Travis, who made me perfonally
refponfible for condemning , with the beft critics,
the fpurious text of the three heavenly witneffes.

The piety or prudence of my Italian tranflator has
provided an antidote againlt the poifon of his ori-
ginal. Thesth and 7th volumes are armed with five
letters from an anonymous divine to his friends,
Foorhead and Kirk , two Englifh ftudents at Rome;
and this meritorious fervice 1s commended by [Mon-
fignor Stonor, a prelate of the fame nation, who
difcovers much venom in the fluid and nervous ftyle
of Gibbon. The critical eflay at the end of the third
volume was furnifhed by the Abbate Nicola Speda-
lieri, whole zeal has gradually fwelled to a more
folid confutation in two quarto volumes. — Shall I
be excufed for not having read them?

The brutal infolence of Mr. Travis’s challenge
can only be excufed by theabfence of learning, judge-
ment, and humanity ; and to that excufe he has the
faireft or fouleft pretenfion. Compared with Arch-
deacon Travis, Chelfum and Davies allume the title
of refpectable enemies.

The bigotted advocate of popes and monks may
be turned over even to the bigots of Oxford; and
the wretched Travis ftill fmarts under the lafh of the
mercilefs Porfon. I confider IVr. Porfon’s anfwer
to Archdeacon Travis as the moft acute and accurate
piece of criticifm which has appeared fince the days
of Bentley. His RRri®ures are founded in argument,
enriched with learning, and enlivened with wic;
and bis adverfary neither deferves nor finds any
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quarter at hishands. The evidence of the three fieaven-
ly witncffes would now be rejected in'any court of
juftice: but prejudice is blind, authority is deaf,
and our vulgar bibles will ever be polluted by this
fpurious text, * fedet eiernumgue fedebit.” The more
Iearned ecclefialtics will indeed have the fecret fatife
faction of reprobatingin the clofet what they read in
the charch.

I perceived , and without furprife, the coldnefs
and even prejudice of the town ; norcoulda whifper
efcape my ear, that, in the judgment of many readers
my continuation was much inferior to the original
‘attempts. An author who cannot afcend will always
appear to fink : envy was now prepared for my
reception, and the zeal of my religious , was forti-
fied by the motive of my political, enemies. Bithop
Newton, in writing hisown life, was at full liberty
to declare how much he himfelf and two eminent
brethern were difgulted by Mr. G.s prolixity,
tedioufnefs, and affectation. But the old man fhould
not have indulged hiz zeal in a falfe and feeble charge
againft the hiftorian *', who had faithfully and even
cautioufly rendered Dr. Burnet’s meaning by the
alternative of fleep or repofe. That philofophic
divine fuppofes, that, in the period between death
and the refurre@ion, human fouls exift without a
body, endowed with internal confcioufnefs. but
deftitute of all active or paflive connexion with the
external world. “ Secundum communem diGionem
“ facree feripturz. mors dicitur fomnus, & morientes
* dicuntur obdormire, quod innuere mihi videtur
“ flatum mortis effe ftatum quietis, filentii, &
** aspyassas.” (De Statt Mortuorum, ch. v. p. g8.)
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T was however encouraged by fome domeftic and
foreign teftimonies of-applaufe; and the fecond and
third volumes infenfibly: rofe in fale and reputation
to a level with the fitft. But the public is feldom
wrong; and [am inclined to believe that, efpecially
in the beginning, they are more prolix and lefs enter-
taining than the firft : my efforts had not been relaxed
by fuccefs , and I had rather deviated into the oppo-
fite fault of minute and fuperfluous diligence. On the
Continent, my name and writings were flowly
diffufed : a French tranflation of the firlt volume had
difappointed the bookfellers of Paris; and a paffage
in the third was conftrued as a perfonal reflection on
the reigning monarch ',

Before | could apply for a feat at the general elec.
tion the lit was already full; but Lord North's pro-
mife was incere , his recommendation was effectnal,
and | was foon chofen on a vacancy for the borough
of Lymington, in Hampfhire. In the firlt felion of
the new parliament, adminiftration ftood their
ground ; their final overthrow was referved for the
fecond. The American war had once been the
favorite of the country : the pride of England was
irritated by the refiltance of her colouies, and the
executive power was driven by national clamor into
the molt vigorous and coercive meafures, Buc the
length of a fruitlefs contelt , the lofs of armies, the
accumulation of debt and taxes, and the hoftile con-
federacy of France, Spain , and Holland, indifpofed
the public to the American war , and the perfons by
whom it was conduéted ; the repreflentatives of the
people, followed , at a flow diftance , the changes
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of their opinion; and the minilters who refufnd to
bend , were broken by the tempeflt. As foon as
Lord North had loft. or was about to lofe, a major g
in the Houfe of Commons, he furrendered his office,
and retired to a private flation, with the tranquil
affurance of a clear confcience and a cheerfu! temp

the old fabric was diffolved, and the pofts of govera.
ment were occupied by the vitorious and veteran
troops of oppofition. The lords of trade were not
immediately difmiffed, but the board 1felf was
abolifhed by Mr. Burke’s bill, which decency had

Cr:

compelled the patriots to revive; and I was fi ripped
of a convenient falary, after having enjoyed it about
three years.

So flexible is the title of my Hiftory, thatthe final
era might be fixed at my own choice; and T Jong
hefitated whether 1 fhould be content wich the three
volumes, the fall of the Weftern empire, which
fulfilled my fir® engagement with the public. In
this interval of fufpenfe, nearly a twelvemonth, I
returned by a natural impulfe to the Greek authors
of antiquity ; 1 read with new pleafure the Iliad and
the Odyfley, the Hiftories of Herodotus, T hucydides,
and Xenophon, a large portion of the tragic and
comic theatre of Athens, and many interefting dia-
logues of the Socratic fchool. Yet in the luxury of
freedom 1 began to wilh for the daily tafk , the active
purfuit, which gave a value to every book , and an
objectto every inquiry : the preface ofa new edition
announced my defign, and I dropped without reluc-
tance from the age of Plato to that of Jultinian. T he
eriginal texts of Procopius and Agathiasfupplied the
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events and even the characters of his reign: but a
laborious winter was devoted to the Codes, the
Pande&s, and the modern interpreters, before 1
prefumed to form an abftra@ of the civil law. My
{kill was improved by practice, my diligence perhaps
was quickened by the lofs of office; and, excepting
the laft chapter, I had finifhed the fourth volume
before I fought a retreat on the banks of the Leman
Lake

t is not the purpofe of this narrative to expatiate
on the public or {ecret hiftory of the times : the fchifm
which followed the death of the Marquis of Rocking-
ham , the appointment of the Earl of Shelburne,
the refigpation of Mr. Fox, and his famous coalition
with Lord North. But I may affert, with fome
degree of affurance, that in their political confli&
thofe great antagonilts had never felt any perfonal
animofity to each other , that their reconciliation was
ealy and fincere , and that their friendfhip hasnever
been clonded by the (hadow of fufpicion or jealoufy.
The moft violent or venal of their refpe@ive fol-
lowers embraced this fair occafion of revolt, but
their alliance ftill commanded a majority in the Houfe
of Commons; the peace was cenfured, Lord Shel.
burne refigned, and the two friends knelt on the
fame cufhion to take the oath of fecretary of Rate.
From a principle of gratitude I adhered to the coali-
tion : my vote was counted in the day of battle, but
1 was overlooked in the divifion of the fpoil. There
were many claimants more deferving and importu-
nate than myfelf: the board of trade could not be
reltored ; and , while the Lt of places was curtailed,
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the number of candidates was doubled. Ap eale

]
difmifiion to a fecure feat at the board of cuftoms r;z'
excife was promifed on the firlt v acancy : but the
chance was diftant and doubtful ; nor could I folicit
with much ardor an ignoble fervitnde, which would
haverobbed me of the moft valuable of my {tudious
hours: at the fame time the tumult of London , and
the atrendance on parliament , were grown more
irkfome ; and, without fome additional income |

could not lnrm prL.f*cnt’V maintain the ftyle of
expgnu to wfmn I was accultomed.

From my early acquaintance with Laufanne I had
always cherilhed a ilcret wifh, that the fchool of
my youth might become the retreat of my de cﬁiring
nqc A moderate fortune. would fecure the bl eflings
of eafe, leifure, and independence : the country ,
the people, the manners, the language, were con.
genial to my tafte; and I might indulg et}" bope of
pafling fome years in the domelftic fociety of a friend.
After travelling with feveral Englith*’, Mr. Deyver-
dun was now fettled ac home, in a pleafant habitation,
the gift of his decealed aunt : we had long been fepas
rated, we had long been filent; yetin my firlt letter
I expofed, with the moft perfe&t confidence, my
fituation, my fentiments, and my defigns. His im-
mediate anfwer was a2 warm and joyful acceptance:
the picture of our future life provoked my impa.
tience; and the terms of arrangement were fhortand
fimple , as he poffeffed the property , and I under-
took the expenfe of our common houfe °°. Before I
could break my Englifh chain, it was incumbent on
me to firuggle with the feelings of my heart, the
indolence




MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 177

indolence ofmy temper, and the opinion ofthe world,
which unanimoufly condemned this veluatary bas
nifhment. In the difpofil of my effects, the library ,
a facred depofit, was alone excepted: as my poft-
chaife moved over Weltminfler-bridge I bid a long
farewel to the “ fumum & opes firepitumq; Rome.”
My journey by the dire& road through France was
not attended with any accident, and [ arrived at
Laufanne nearly twenty years after my fecond depar-
ture. Within lefs than three months the coalition
ftruck on fome hidden rocks : had I remained on
board, I fhould have perifhed in the general thip-
wreck *7,

Since my ellablifhment at Laufanne, more thad
feven years have elapfed; and if every day has nok
been equally foftand ferene, notaday, notamoment,
has occurred in which I have repented of my choice.
burmg my abfence, a long portien of human life ,
many changes had happened : my elder acquaintance
had left the ftage; virgins were ripened into matrons,
and children were grown to the age of manhood.
Buat the fame manners were tranfmitted from on-=
generation to another : my friend alone was an inef
timable treafure ; my name was not totally forgotten,
and all were ambitious to welcome the arrival of a
{ftranger and the return of a fellow-citizen. The Arfk
winter was giventoa general embrace, without any
nice dilcrimination of perfonsand charadters. Aftera
more regular fettlement, a more accurate furvey, [
dilcovered three folid and permanent benefits of my
new fituation. 1. My perfonal freedom had been
fomewhat impaired by the Houfe of Commons and

Yor. I, N :
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the Board of Trade; but I was now delivered from
the chain of duty and dependence, from the hopes
and fears of political adventure : my fober mind was
no longer intoxicated by the fumes of party. and I
rejoiced in my efcape, as often as I read of the mid-
night debates which preceded the diffolution of par-
liament *'. 2. My Englifh economy had been that
of a folitary bachelor, who mightafford fome occa-
fional dinners. In Switzerland I enjoyed at every
meal, at every hour, the free and pleafant conver-
fation of the friend of my youth ; and my daily iable
was always provided for the reception of one or two
extraordinary guefts. Qur importance in fociety is
Jefs a pofitive than a relative weight: in London I
was loft in the crowd; I ranked with the firft families
of Laufanne, and my {tyle of prudent expenfe enabled
me to maintain a fair balance of reciprocal civilities.
3. Inftead of a fmall houfe between a ftrect and a
flable-yard, 1 began to occupy a fpacious and con-
venient manfion, conne&ed on the north fide with
the city, and open oun the fouth to a beautiful and
boundicfs horizon. A garden of four acres had been
laid out by the tafte of Mr. Deyverdun: from the
garden a rich fcenery of meadows and vineyards
defcends to the Leman Lake, and the profpe& far
beyond the Lake is crowned by the flupendous
mountains of Savoy. My books and my acquaintance
had been firlt united in London ; but this bappy pofi.
tion of my library in town and country was finally
referved for Laufanne. Pofleffed of every comfortin
this triple alliance , I could not be tempted to change
my habitation with the changes of the feafons.
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My friends had been kindly'apprehenfive that [
fhould not be able to exift in 2 Swifs town at the
foot of the Alps, after baving fo long converfed
with the firft men of the firlt cities of the world.
Such lofty connexions may attract the curious, and
gratifiy. the vain; but I am too modelt, or too
proud, to rate my own value by that of my affo-
ciates 3 and whatfoever may be the fame *f!earw{ﬂg
or genius, expericnce has fiown me that the chea-
p.r qualifications of politenefs and good fenfe are
of more uleful currency in the commerce of life.
By marey , converfation.is efteemed as a theatre of
a fchool: but, after the morning has been occu-
pied by the labors of the library, I wifh to unbeud
rather than to exercife my miod ; anrf in the interval
between tea and fupper Iam ﬁir from di{daning
the mnocent amufement of a game at cards. Lav-
fanne is peopled by a numerous gentry, whofe
companionable idlenefs is feldom difturbed by the
purfuit% of avarice orambition: the women, though
confined to a domeltic education, are endowed for
the mof part with more tafte and knowledge than
their bufbands and brothers : but the decent free=
dom of both fexes is equally remote from the ex.
tremes of {implicity and reh“e'ﬂprt. 1 (hall add as
a misfortune rather than a merit, that the firnation
and beauty of the Pays de Vaud, the long habits of
the Engli(h , the medical reputation of Dr. Tiflot,
and the fathion of viewing the mountainsand Glaciers,
have opened us on all ﬁrlcs to the incurfions of foreig=
ners. The vifits of Mr. and Madame Necker, of
Prince Henry of Pruffia, and of Mr. Fox, may form
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fome pleafing exceptions ; but, in general, Lau-
fanne hasappeared moft agrecable in my eyes, when
we have been abandoned to our own fociety. I had
frequently feen IVIr. Necker, in the fummer of
1784, ata country houfe near Laufanne, where he
compofed his Treatife on the Adminiftration of
the Finances. I have fince, in O&ober 1790,
vifited him in his prefent refidence, the caftle and
barony of Copet, .near Geneva. Of the merits and
meafures of that ftatefman various’ opinions may be
entertained ; but all impartial men mult agree,in
their eflteem of bis integrity and patriotifm

In the month of Auguft 1784, Prince Henry of
Pruffia, in his way to Paris, paffed three days at
Laufanne. His military conduct has been praifed by
profeflional men ; his charaéter has been vilified by
the witand malice of adeemon ** ; butl was flattered
by his affability , and entertained by his con-
verfation, !

In his tour of Switzerland ( September 1788) Mr.
Fox gave me two days of free and private fociety’".
He feemed to feel, and even to envy, the happinefs
of my fituation ; while I admired the powers of a
fuperior man, as they are blended in his attractive
charater wich the foftnefs and fimplicity of a child.
Perhaps no human being was ever more perfectly
exempt from the taine of malevolence, wvanity,
or falhood.

My tranfmigration from Londen to Laufanne
could not be effecied without interrupting the courfe
of wy hiltorical labors. * The hurry of my depar-
ture, he joy of my arrival, the delay of my tools,
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fufpended their progrefs; and a full twelvemonth
was loft before 1| could refume the thread of regular
and daily induftry. A number of books moft
requifite and lealt common had been previoufly
felected ; the academical library of Laufanne, which
I could ufe as my own, contained at leaft cthe fathers
and councils ; and 1 have derived {fome occafional
fuccour from_ the public colle¢tions of Berne and
Geneva. The fourth volume was foon terminated,
by an abfira of the controverfies of the Incarna-
tion, which the learned Dr. Prideaux wasappre-
henlive of expofing to profane eyes. It had been
the original defign of the learned Dean Prideaux
to write the hiftory of the ruin of the Eaftern
Church.  In this work it would have been necef-
fary, not only to unravel all thofe controverfies
which the Chriftians made}about the hypeftatical
union, but alfo to unfold all the niceties and fubtle
notions which each fe&t entertained concerning it.
‘The pious hiftorian was apprehenfive of expoling
that incomprehenfible myftery to the cavils and
objections of unbelievers; and he durlt not, “feeing
 the nature of this book, venture it abroad info
wanton and lewd an age ™.”

In the fifth and fixth volumes the revolutions of
the empire and the world are molft rapid, various,
and infiru@ive; and the Greek or Roman hiftorians
are checked by the holtile narratives of the barba-
rians of the Eaft and the Welt .

It was not till after many defigns , and many trials,
that I preferred, as I Rill prefer, the method of
grouping my picture by nations; and the feeming
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neglect of chronological order is furely compenfa.
ted by the fuperior merits of intercft and perfpi-
cuity. The ftyle of the firlt volume is, in my opinion,
{omewhat crude and elaborate; in the fecond and
third it is ripened into eale, correctnefs, and pum-
bers; but in the three laft I may have been feduced
by the facility of my pen, and the conftant habit
of fpeaking one language and writing another may
have intufed fome mixture of Gallic idioms. Hap-
pily for my eyes, I have always clofed my ftudies
with the day, and commonly with the morning;
and a long, but temperate, labor has been accom.
plitb:d, without fatiguing either the mind or body;
bu when I computed the remainder of my time and
iy tuik. it was apparent that, according to the fea-
fon of publication , the delay of 2 month would be
productive of that of a year. 1 was now ftraining
for the goal, and in the laft winter many evenings
were borrowed from the focial pleafures of Laufanne.
1 could now wifh that a paufe, an interval, had been
allowed for a ferious revifal.

1 have prefumed to mark the moment of concep-
tion: I (ball now commemorate the hour of my final
deliverance. It was on the day, or rather night, of
the 27th of June 1787, between the hours of eleven
and twelve, that I wrote the laft lines of the laft
paze, in 2 fummer-houfe in my garden. After laying
down my pen, I took feveral turns in a berceau,
or covered walk of acacias, which commands a
fpe& of the country, the lake, and the moun-
s I'heair was temperate, the ky was ferene,
the filver orb of the moon was refle@ed from the

b
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waters, and all nature was filent. T will not diffem.
ble the firt emotions of joy on the recovery of my
freedom, and, perhaps, the eftablithment of my
fame. But my pride was foon humbled , and afober
meiancholy was fpread over my mind, by the idea
that 1 had taken an everlaftiog leave of an old and
agrecable companion, and that whatloever might
be the future date of my Hiftory, the life of the
hiftorian mult be ort and precarious. I will add
two fads, which have feldom occuired in the com-
pofition of fix, or at lealt of five, quartos. 1. My
firlk rough manufcript, without any intermediate
copy , has been fent to the prefs. 2. Not a {heet has
been feen by any human eyes, excepting thofe of
the author and the printer : the faults and the merits
are exclufively my own ™",

1 cannot help recolle@ing a much more extraor-
dinary fa&, which is affirmed of himfelf by Retif
de la Bretonne, a voluminous and original writer
of French novels. He labored, and may {till labor,
in the humble office of corrector to a printing houfe;
but this office enabled him to tranfport an entire vol-
ume from his mind to the prefs; and his work was
given to the public without ever having been writs
ten with a pen.

After a quiet refidence of four years, during which
I had never moved ten miles from Laufanne, it was
not without fome relu@ance and terror that I under-
took, in a journey of two hundred leagues, to
crofs the mountains and the fea. Yet this formid-
able adventure was achieved without danger or
fatigue; and at the end of a fortnight I found my-
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fcif in Lord Sheffield’s houfe and library, fafe, hap-
py » and at home. The character of my friend (Vir.
Holroyd) had recommended him to a feat in parlia-
ment for Coventry, the command of a regiment of
light dragoons, and an Irifh peerage. The fenfe and
ipiricof his political writings have decided the public
opinion on the great queftions of our commercial ine
terelt with America and Ireland’™.

The fale of his Obfervations on the American Sta-
tes was diffufive, their effe@ beneficial; the Nayi-
gation Act, the palladium of Britain, was defended,
and perhaps faved, by his pen; and he proves, by
the weight of fa&t and argument, that the mother-
country may furvive and flourith after the lofs of
America. My friend has never cultivated the arts
of compofition; but his materials are copious and
correct, and he leaves on his paper the clear im-
prefiion of an active and vigorous mind. His « Ob-
 fervations on the Trade , Manufa®ures, and pre-
% {fent State of Ireland, ” were intended to guide
the induftry , to corre@ the prejudices, and to
alfuage the paflions of a country which feemed to
forget that fhe could be free and profperous only
by a friendly connexion with Great Britain. The
concluding obfervations are written with fo much
cafe and fpirit, that they may be read by thofe who
are the lealt interefied in the fubjed.

He fell (in 1784) with the unpopular coalition; but
his merit has been acknowledged at the laft general
election, 1790, by the honorable invitation and free
choice of the city of Briftol. During the whole time

of my refidence in England I was entertained ag
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Sheffield-Place and in Downing-Street by his hol-
pitable kindnefs; and the molt pleafant period was
that which 1 paffed in the domeftic fociety of the
family. In the larger circle of the metropolis I ob-
ferved the country and the inhabitants with the
knowledge, and without the prejudices, of an Eng-
lilhman; but I rejoiced in the apparent increafe of
wealth and profperity, which might he fairly divided
between the {pirit of the nation and the wifdom of
the minifter. All party - refentment was now loft in
oblivion: fince I was no man’s rival , no man was
my enemy. I felt the dignity of independence, and
as [ alked no more, I was fatisfied with the general
civilities of the world. The houfe in London which
I frequented with moft pleafure and afliduity was
that of Lord North. After the lofs of power and of
{ight, he was ftill happy in himfelf and his friends;
and my public tribute of gratitude and efteem could
no longer be fufpected of any interefted motive. Be-
fore my departure from England, 1 was prefent at
the augult fpetacle of IMr. Haltings’s trial in Welt-
minfter Hall. It is not my province to abfolve or
condemn the Governor of India; but [Mr. Sheridan’s
eloquence demanded my applaufe; nor could I hear
without emotion the perfonal compliment which he
paid me in the prefence of the Britith nation™.

From this difplay of genius, which blazed four
fucceffive days, I (hall ftoop to a very mechanical
circumftance. As [ was waiting in the managers’ box,
I had the curiofity to inquire of the fhort-hand wri-
ter, how many words a ready and rapid orator
might pronounce in an hour? From 7oco to 7500
was his anfwer. The medium of 7200 will afford 120
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words in a minute, and two words in each fecond.
But this computation will only apply to the Englifh
language.

As the publication of my three laft volumes was
the principal objec, fo it was the firft care of my
Eoglifh journey. The previous arrangements with
the bookfeller and the printer were fetcled in my
paffage through London, and the proofs, which [
returned more corred, were tranfmitted every polt
from the prefs to Shefficld Place. The length of the
operation, and the leifure of the country, allowed
fome time to review my manufcripe. Several rare
and ufeful books, the Aflifes de Jerufalem, Ramufius
de Bello C. Puio, the Greek Aés of the Synod of
Florence, the Statuta Urbis Romz, &c. were pro-
cured, and introduced in their proper places the
fupplements which they afforded. ‘I he impreflion
of the fourth volame had confomed three months.
Our common intereft required that we fhonld move
with a quicker pace; and Mr. Strahan’ fulfilled
his engagement, which few printers could fuftain,
of delivering every week three thoufand copies of
nine fheets. The day of publication was . however,
delayed, that it might coincide with the fifty.firlt
anniverfary of my own birth-day ; the double feftival
was celebrated by a cheerful literary dioner at Mr.
Cadell'shoufe ; and [ feemed to blufh while they read
an ‘elegant compliment from Vr. Hayley ™, whole
poetical talents had more than once been employed
in the praife of his friend. Before Vir. Hayley infcribed
with my name his epiftles on hiftory, I was not
acquainted with that amiable man and elegant poet.
He afterwards thanked me in verfe for my fecond
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aad third volumes’” ; and in the fummer of 1781,
the Roman Hagle * (a proud title) accepted the
invitation of the Englifh Sparrow, who chirped in
the groves of Eartham, near Chichefter. As moftof
the former purchafers were naturally defirous of
completing their {ets , the fale of the quarto edition
was quick and eafy ; and an ocavo f{ize was printed,
to fatsfy at a cheaper rate the public demand. The
conclufion of my work was generally read , and va-
rioufly judged. The fiyle has been expofed to much
academical criticifm ; a religious clamor was revived,
and the reproach of indecency has been'loudly
echoed by the rigid cenfors of morals. I never could
underftand the clamor that has been raifed againft
the indecency of my three laft volumes. 1. An equal
degree of freedom in the former part, efpecially in
the firt volume, had paffed wichout reproach. 2. I
am jultified in painting the manners of the times;
the vices of Theodora form an effential feature i
the reign and character of Juftinian. 3. My Englifh
text is chafte, and all licentious paflages are left in
the obfcurity of a learned language. Ze Latin dans
Jes mots brave lhonnéteté, fays the correct Boileau,
in a cotintry and idiom more fcrupulous than our
own. Yet, upon the whole, the Hiftory of the
Decline and Fall feems to have ftruck root, both
at home and abroad, and may , perhaps, a hundred
years hence flill continue to be abufed. 1am lefs
flattered by Mr. Porfon’s high encomium on the
ftyle and fpirit of my hiftory, than I am fatisfied
with his honorable toftimony to my attention, di-
ligence, and accuracy ; thofe humble virtues, Which
yeligions zeal had moft audacioufly denied. The
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fweetnefs of his praife is tempered by a reafonable

m

ixture of acid. ”* As the book may not be common

in England, I fhall tranfcribe my own character
from the Bibliotheca Hiftorica of Meufelius ** Jea
learned and laborious German. *Summis ®vi noftrz
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been executed with various fuccels; but, inflead of

hiftoricis Gibbonus fine dubio adnumerandus eft.
Inter capitolii ruinas ftans primum hujus operis
fcribendi confiliom cepit.  Florentiffimos vitz
annos colligendo & laborando eidem impendit.
Epatum inde monumentum zre perennius, licet
paflim appareant finiftre dia, minus perfecta,
veritati non f{atis confentanea. Videmus quidem
ubique fere ftudium fcrutandi veritatemque fcri-
bendi maximum: tamen fine Tillemontio duce
ubi fcilicet hujus hiftoria finitur {epius nofter ti-
tubat atque hallucinatur, Quod vel maxime fit ,
ubi de rebus Ecclefiafticis vel de juris prudentid
Romana (tom. iv.) tradit, & in aliis locis. Attamen
nzvi hujus generis haud impediunt quo minus
operis fummam & exovopiay praclare difpofitam,
delectum rerum fapientiffimum ,-argutum quoque
interdum, dictionemque feu ftylum hiftorico ®que
ac philofopho digniffimum, & vix a quoque alio
Anglo, Humio ac Robertfono haud excepus (pre-
reptum#) vehementer landemus, atque {zculo nof-
tro de hujufmodi hiftoria gratulemur , .. .. Gib.
bonus adverfarios cum in tum extra patriam nactus
elt, quia propogationem religionis Chriftianz,
non, ut vulgo, fieti folet, aut more Theologorum,
fed ut Hiftoricum & Philofophum decet, expo-
fuerat. ”

The French Italian, and German tranflations have
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patronizing, 1 thould willingly fupprefs fuch imper-
fe@ copies, which injure the charadter, while they
propagate the name of the author. The firlt vo-
lume had been feebly, though faichfully, tanflated
into French by IVL. Le Clerc de Septchenes, a young
gentleman of a ftudious character and liberal fortuae.
After his deceale the work was continued by two
manufacturers of Paris, M. M. Defmuniers and
Cantwell: but the former is now an acive member
in the national affembly, and the undertaking lan-
guifhes in the hands of his affociate. The fuperior
merit of the interpreter, or his language, inclines me
to prefer the Italian verfion: but I with thatit were
in my power to read the German, which is praifed
by the belt judges. The Irifh piratesare at once my
friends and my enemies. But I cannot be difpleafed
with the two numerous and corre& impreflions which
have been publifhed for the ufe of the continent at
Bafil im Switzerland *'. The conquefts of our lan-
guage and licerature are not confined to Europealone,
and a writer who fuceeds in London, 1s fpeedily read
on the banks of the Delaware and the Ganges.

In the preface of the fourth volume, while I gicried
in the name of an Englilhman, I announced my ap-.
proaching return to the neighbourhood of the Lake
of Laufanne. Thislaflt trial confirmed my affurance
that Ihad wifely chofen for my own happinefs ; nor did
1 once, inayear’s vifit,entertain a wilh of fettling in
my native country. Britain is the free and fortunate
Ifland; butwhereis the fpot in which I could unite
the comforts and beauties of my eftablihment at
Laufanne? The tumult of London aftonifhed my eyes
and ears ; the amufements of public plages were no
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Ionger adequate to the trouble ; the clubs and affer. -

blies were filled with new faces and young men ;
and our belt fociety, our long and late dinners would
foou have been prejudicial to my health.  Without
any fhave in the political wheel, I muft be idle and
infignificant: yet the moft fplendid temprations
would nothave enticed me to engage a fecond rime in
the fervitude of parliament or office. At Tunbridge,
fome weeks after the publication of my Hiftory, 1
reluctantly quitted Lord and Lady Shefficld,and, with
a youong Swifs friend* , whom 1 had introduced to
the Englifh world, I purfued the road of Dover and
Laufanne. My habitation was embellifhed in my ab.
fence, and the lalt divifion of books,which followed
my fteps, increafed my chofen library to the number
of between {ix and feven thoufand volumes. My
feraglio was ample, my choice was free, my appetite
was keen. After afull repaflt on Homer and Arifto-
phanes, 1involved myfelf in the philofophic maze of
the writings of Plato, of which the dramatic is, per-
haps, more intereflting than the argumentative part :
but I ftepped afide into every path of inquiry which
reading or refle¢tion accidentally opened.

Alas! the joy of my return, and my ftudious ardour,
were foon damped by the melancholy ftate of my frivnd
M Deyverdun. His healch and fpirits had long fuffered
a gradual decline , afucceflion of apopleiz fits an-
nounced his diffolution; and before he expired, thofe
wholove him could not wifh for the continuance of his
life, The voiceof reafon might congratulate his deli-
verance, but the feelings of nature and friend(hip could
be fubdued only by time : his amiable chara®er was
flilla live in my remembrance; each room, each walk,
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was imprinted with our common footfteps ; and I
fhould blufh at my swn philofophy, if a long interval
of ftudy had not preceded and followed the death
of my friend. By hislalt will he left to me the option
of purchafing his houfe and garden, or of poffeffling
them during my life, on the payment either of a
flinu'ated price, or of an ealy retribution to hiskinf-
maa and heir, 1 fhould probably have been tempt-
ed by the demon of property, if fome legal difficul-
ties had not been ftarted againft my title; a conteft
would have been vexatious, doubtful, and invidious;
and the heir moft gratefully fubfcribed an agreemeant,
which rendered my life-pofieffion more perfe@, and
his future condition more advantageous. Yet T had
often revolved the judicious lmes in which Pope
anfwers the objections of his long-fighted friend:

Pity to build without or child or wife ;

Why, you'll enjoy it only all your life :

Well, if the ufe be mine, does it concern one

Whether the name belong to Pope or Vernon @
The certainty of my tenure has allowed me to lay
out a confiderable fum in improvements and altera-
tions: they have been executed with (kill and tafte;
and few men of letters, perhaps, in Europe, are {o
defirably Indged as myfelf. But I feel, and with the
decline of years I fhall more painfully feel, that I
am alone in paradife. Among the circle of my ac-
quamtance at Laufanne, I have gradually acquircd
the l'ond and tender friend(hip of a refpecable fa.
mily **: the four perfons of whom it is compofed
are all endowed with the virtues beft adapted to
their age and fituation; and I am encouraged to
love the parents asa brotker, and the children asa
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father. Every day we feek and find the opportunitics
of meeting ; yet even this valuable connexion cannot
fupply the lofs of domeltic fociety.

Within the lalt two or three years our tranquillity
has been clouded by the diforders of France: many
families at Laufanne were alarmed and affected by
the terrors of an impending bankruptcy; but the
revolution, or rather the diffolution of the kingdom
has been heard and felt in the adjacent lands.

1 beg leave to fubfcribe my affent to Mr. Burke’s
creed on the revolution of France. 1 admire his
eloquence, I approve his politics, T adore his chi
valry, and 1 can almolt excufe his reverence for
church eftablifhments. 1 have fometimes thought
of writing a dialogue of the dead, in which Lucian,
Erafmus,and § oltaire fhould mutually acknowledge
the danger of expofing an old fuperftition to the
contempt of the blind and fanatic multitude.

A fwarm of emigrants of both fexes, who efcaped
from the public ruin, has been attracted by the
vicinity, the manners, and thelanguage of Laufanne;
and our narrow habitations in town and country
are now occupied by the firR names and titles fof
he departed monarchy. Thefe noble fugitives are
entitled to our pity; they may claim our efteem,
but they cannot, in their prefent ftate of mind and
fortune, much contribute to ouramufement. Inftead
of looking down as calm and idle fpectators on
the theatre of Europe, our domeftic harmony is
fomewhat imbittered by the infufion of party fpirit:
our ladies and gentlemen aflume the character of felf

taught politicians; and the fober dictates of wifdom
and
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and experience are filenced by the clamor of the
triumphant démocrates. The fanatic mifliovaries of
fedition have fcattered the feeds of difcontent in
our cities and villages, which had flourifhed above
two hundred and fifty years without fearing the
approach of war, or feeling the weight of govern-
ment. Many individuals and fome communities,
appear to be infelted with the Gallic phrenzy, the
wild theories of equal and boundlels freedom; but
I truft that the body of the people will be faithful
to their fovereign and to themfelves; and I am
fatisfied that the failure or fuccefls of a revolt wonld
equally terminate in the ruin of the country. While
the ariltocracy of Berne proteéts the happinefs, 1t 1s
fuperfluous to inquire whether it be founded in the
rights, of man: the economy of the flate is liberally
fupplied without the aid of taxes; and the magift-
rates /muft reign with prndenf‘e and equity, fince
they are unarmed in the mid(t of an armed nation.

Therevenueof Berne, excepting fome fmall duties.
isderived from church lands, tithes, feudal rights, and
intereflt of money. The republic has nearly 500,000l
fterling 1n the };‘:.‘-’rfﬁﬁz funds, and the amount of
their EIG?FJFC is unkinown to the citizens themfelves,
For myfelf fr*m the omen be averted) I can only
declare, that the firlt firoke of a rebel drum would
be the fi "u' cfz:;' 1;r:hediate departure.

When I con template the common lot of mortality,
1 muft acr(“lo“flr“i;r-* bat [ have drawn a high prize
in the lottery of life. The far greater part of the
gl(‘be 1s overfpread with barbarifm or ﬂaVery' i
the civilized w L.I':f!, the moflt numerous clafs is con-
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demned to ignorance and poverty ; and the double
forcune of my biurch in a free and eslightened
country, in an honorable and wealthy family, is the
lucky chance of an unit againft millions. T he general
probability is about three to one, thata new born
infant will not live to complete his fiftieth year **
I have now paffed that age, and may fairly efti-
mate the prefent value of my exiftence in the three-
fold divifion of mind, body, and eftate.

1. The firlt and indifpenfable requifite of happinefs
is a clear confcience, unfullied by the reproach or
remembrance ofan unworthy action.

—— Hic murus ahencuseflo ,
Nil confeire fibi, nulla pallefcere culpa.

I am endowed with a cheerful temper, a moderate
fenfibility, and a natural difpofition to repofe rather
than to adtivity: fome mifchievous appetites and
habits have perhaps been corrected by philofophy or
time. The love of ftudy, a paffion which derives
fref vigor from enjoyment, fupplies eachday, each
hour, with a perpetual fource of independent and
rational pleafure: and I am not fenfible of any decay
of the mental faculties. The original foil has been
highly improved by cultivation; but it may be
queftioned, whether fome flowers of fancy, fome
grateful errors, have not been eradicated with the
weeds of prejudice. 2. Since I bave efcaped from
the long perils of my childhood, the ferious advice
of a phyfician has feldom been requifite. “The mad-
“ pels of fuperflucus health™ I have never known;
but my tender conftitution has been fortificd by
time, and the ineftimable gift of the found and
peaceful flumbers of infancy may be imputed both
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tothe mind and body. 3 I have already deferibed
the merits of my fociety and fituation ; but thefe
enjoyments would be taltelels or bitter if theirxg_of-'-
fellion were not affured by an annual and adequate
fupply. According to the fcale of Switzerland, I
am a rich man; and I am indeed rich, fince my in=
come is fuperior to my expenfe, and my expenle
15 equal to my withes. My friend Lord Sheflield has
kindly relieved me from the cares to which my talte
and temper are moft adverfe: fhall Iadd, that fince
the failure of my firlt wifhes, I have never entertained
any ferious thoughts of a matrimonial connexion 2
[am difgafted with the affectation of men of letters,
who complain that they have renounced a fubftance
for a (hadow ; and that their fame (which fometimes
is no infupportable weight) affordsa poor compenfa-
fation for envy, cenfure, and perfecution **. My own
experience, at leaft, has taught me a very different
leffon: twenty happy years have been animated by
the labor of my Hiltory; and its funefs has given
me a nome of rank, a charadter, in the world, to
which I fhould not otherwife have been entitled. The
freedom of my writings bas indeed provoked an
implacabletribe ; but, as I was fafe from the ftings,
1 was foon accuftomed to the buzzing of the hornets:
my nerves are not tremblingly alive , and my literary
temper s {o happily framed, that Iam lefs fenfible of
pain than of pleafure. The rational pride of an au-
thor may be offended, rather thaao flattered, by vague
indifcriminate praife; but he cannot he thould not, be
indifferent to the fair teltimonies of private and pub-
lic efteem. Even his moral fympathy may be gra=
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tified by the idea. that now,in the prefent hour, heis
imparting fome degree of amufemens or knowledge
to hisfriends in a diftantland : that one day his mind
will be familiar to the grandchildren of thofe who
are yet unborn **. 1 cannot boalt of the friendfhip
or favor of princes; the patronage of Englifh litera.
ture haslong fince been devolved on our bookfellers,
and the meaflure of their liberality is the lealt ambi-
guous telt of our common fuccefs. Perhaps the
golden mediocrity of my fortune has contributed
to fortify my application.
Theprefentisafleetingmoment,the paftisnomore;
and our profpe& of fururity is dark and doubtful.
This day may poffibly be my lalt : but the laws of pro-
bability, fo true in general, fo fallacious in particular,
{tillallow about fifteen years*’. I fhall foon enterinto
the period which, asthe moft agreeable of his longlife,
was felected by the judgment and experience of the
fage Fontenelle. His choiceis approved by the elo-
quent hiftorian of nature, who fixes our moral happi-
nefs to the mature feafon in which our pafiions are
fuppofed to be calmed , our duties fulfilled , our ambi-
tion fatisfied, our fame and fortune eftablithed on a
folid bafis *. In private converfation, that great and
amiable man added the weight ofhisown experience;
and thisautumnalfelicity might be exemplified in the
lives of Voltaire, Hume, and many other men of
letters. I am far more inclined to embrace than to
difpute this comfortable docirine. 1 will not fuppole
any premature decay of the mind or body ; butl mult
reluétantly obferve that two caufes, the abbreviation
of ume, and the failure of hope, will always tinge
with a browner {hade the evening of life.
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-‘/VHEN I firlk undertook to prepare Vir. Gibs
bon’s Memoirs for the prefs, [ fuppofed thatic would
be neceffary to introduce fome continuation of them,
from the time when they ceafe, namely, foon after his
return to Switzerland 1o the year 1788 ; but the exa=
mination of his correfpondence with me fuggefted,
that the beft continuation would be the publication of
his letters from that time to his death. I fhall thus give
more fatisfaction, by employing the language of Mr.
Gibbon, inftead of my own ; and the public will fee
himin a new and (I think ) an admirable light, asa
writer of letters. By the infertion of afew occafional
fentences. I (hallobviate the difadvantages thatareape
to arife from an interrupted narration. A prejudiced
ora faltidious critic may condemn , perhaps fome
parts of the letters as trivial; but many readers, I flacter
myfelf, will be gratified by difcovering even in thefe
my friend’s affectionate feelings, and his character
in familiar life. His letters in general bear a flrong
refemblance to the ftyle and turn of his converfation;
the characteriftics of which were vivacity, elegance,
and precifion, with knowledge aftonifhingly ex-
tenfiveand correé. He never ceafed to be inftrucive
and entertaining; and in general there was a vein of
pleafantry 1n his converfation which prevented its
becoming languid , even during a refidence of
many months with a family in the country.

It hasbeen fuppofed that he always arranged what
he intended to fay, before he fpoke; his quicknefs
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in converfation contradi&s this notion: but it is
yery true, that before he fat down to writea note
or letter, he completely arranged in his mind what
he meant to exprefs. He purfued the fame method
in refpect to other compofitions; and he occafionally
would wallk feveral times about his apartment before
he had rounded a period to histafte. He has pleafantly
remarked to me, that it fometimes coft him many
turn before he could throw a fentiment into a form
that gratified his own criticifm. His fyftematic habit
of arrangement in point of ftyle, affifted, in his
inftance, by anexcellent memory and correct judge-
ment, 1s much to be recommended to thofe who
alpire to any perfection in writing.

Although the Memoirs extend beyond the time of
Nr. Gibbon’s return to Laufanne, I fhall infert a
few Letters, written immediately after his arrival
there, and combine them fo far as to include even
the laft note which he wrotea few days previoufly
to his death. Some of them contain few incidents;
but they conne® and carry on the account either
of his opinions or of his employment.
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LETTERS
FROM
EDWARD GIBBON Efdq.
TO THE

Right Hon. LORD SHEFFIELD.

LAUSANNE, July 30: 1738.— Wednefday, 3 o’clock.

I HAVE but a moment to fay, before the depar=
ture of the poft, that afrer a very pleafant journey
1 arrived here about half an hour ago; that I am
as well arranged , as if I had never {tirred from this
place; and thatdinneron the table it juft announced.
Severy 1 dropt at his country-houfe about two
leagues off. [ juflt faluted the family, who dine with
me the day after to morrow, and return to town for
fome days, I hope weeks, on my, account. The
fon is an amiable and grateful youth ; and even this
journey has taught me to know and to love him ftill
better. My fatisfaction would be complete, had
I not found a fad and ferious alteration in poor
Deyverdun; but thus our joys are chequered ! I
embraceall; and at this moment feel the laft pang
of our parting at Tunbridge. Convey this letter
or information, without delay, from Sheffield-Piace
to Bath. In afew days I (hall write more amply to
Hoth places.
) 04
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O&ober 1, 1788
AFTER fuch an a&t of vigor as my fict letter,
compofed, finifhed, and difpatched within half an
hour aiter my landing , while the dinner was fmoak-
ing on the table, your knowledge of the animal
mult have tanght you to expedt a proportionable
degree of relaxation ; and you will befatisfied to hear,
that, for many Wedaeldays and Saturdays, I have
confumed more time than would have fufficed for
theepifile, in devifing reafons for procraftinating it
to the next poft.  As this very moment I begin fo
very late, as [ am juft going to drefs, and dine in
the country, thatI can take only the benefit of the
date, Ocober the firft, and mufi be content to feal
and fend my letter next Saturday.

O&ober the 4th.

SATURDAY is now arrived, and I much doubt
whether 1 fhall have time to finifh, I rofe, as ufual,
about feven; but as I knew I fhould have fo much
time, you know it would have been ridiculous to
begin any thing before breakfalt. When I returned
from my breakfalt room to the library, unluckily I
found on the table fome new and interefting books,
which inflantly caught my attention; and without
anjuring my correfpondent, I could fafely beftow a
{ingle hour to gratify my curiofity. Some things which
I found in them infenfibly led me to other books,
and other inquiries ; the morning has flole away,
and 1 fhall be foon fummoned to drefs and dine
with the two Severys, father and fon, who are
yeturned from the country on a difagreeable errand,
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an illnefs of Madame, from which fhe is however re-
covering. Such is the faithful picture of my mind
and manners, and from a fingle day difce omnes. After
having been fo long chained to the oar, in a fplendid
galley indeed , Ifreely and fairly enjoy my liberty as
I promifed in my preface; range without control
over the wide expanfe of my library ; converfe, as
my fancy prompts me, with poets and hiftorians ;
philofophers and orators , of every age and language;
and often indulge my meditations in the invention
and arrangement of mighty works, which I fhall pro-
bably never fiad time or application to execute.
My garden, berceau, and pavilion often varied the
fcene of my ftudies; the beautiful weather which
we have enjoyed exhilarated my fpirits, and I again
talted the wifdom and happinefs of my retirement ,
till that happinefs was interrupted by a very ferious
calamity, which took from me for above a fourt-
nightall thoughts of fiudy , ofamnfement, and even
of correlpondence. 1l mentioned in my firlt letter
the uneafinefs 1 felt at poor Deyverdun’s declining
health, how much the pleafure of my life was im-
bittered by the fight of a fuffering and languid friend.
The joy of our meeting appeared at firlt to revive
him; and though not fatisfied, I began to think,
at lealt to hope, that he was every day gaining
ground; when, alas! one morning I was fuddenly
recalled from my berceau to the houfe, with the
dreadfulintelligence of an apopletic firoke; Ifound
him fenfelefs: the beft affiftance was inftantly col-
le¢ted; and he had the aid of the genius and ex-
perience of Mr., Tiffot, and of the afliduous care of
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another phyfician who for fome time fearcely quitted
his bedfide either night or duy. While 1 was in
momentary dread of a relapfe, with a confeflion
from his phyficians that fuch a relapfe mult be fatal,
you will feel that I was much more to be pitied than
my friend. Aclength, art or nature triumphed over
the enemy of life. [ was foon affured that all imme-.
diate danger was palt ; and now for maoy days 1 have
had the fatisfaction of fecing him recover, though by
flow degrees, his health and firength, his fleep and ap.
petite He now walks about the garden, and receives
bis particular friends, but has not yet gone abroad.
His future health will depend very much upon his
own prudence : but, atall events, this has beena very
ferious warning ; and the flightelt indifpofition will
hereafter afflume a very formidable afpect. But let
us turn from this melancholy fubject.—The Man of
the people efcaped from the tumult, the bloody
tumult of the Weltminfter election , to the lakes and
mountains of Switzerland, and I was informed that
he was arrived at the Lion d'Or. I fent a compli-
ment; he anfwered it in perfon,and fettled at my houfe
for the remainder of the day. I have eatand drank,

and converfed and fat up all night with Fox

in England ; but it never has happened, perhaps it
never can happen again; that I fhould enjoy him
as | did that day, alone, from ten in the morning till
ten at night. Poor Deyverdun, before his accident,
wanted {pirits to appear, and hus regretted it fince.
Qur converfation never flagged a moment; and he
fecmed thoroughly pleafed with the piace and with
bis company. We had little politics ; though he gave
me, in a few words, fucha charader of Pitt, as one
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great man fhould give of another his rival: much
of books, from my own, on which he flattered me
very pleafantly, to Homer and the Arabian Nights :
much about the country, my garden (which he
underftands far better than I do), and, upon the
whole, I think he envies me , and would do fo
were he minifter. The next morninng I gave him
a guide to walk him aboutthe town and country, and
invited fome company to meet him at dinner. The
following day he continued his journey to Berne
and Zurich, and I have heard of him by various
means. The people gaze on him as a .prodigy,
but he fhows little inclination to converfe with
them,&c.&c.&c,Qur friend Douglas had been curious,
attentive, agreeable; and in every place where he
has refided fome days!, he has left acquaintance who
efteem and regret bim : I never knew fo clear and
general an impreffion.

After this long letter I have yet many things to
fay , though none of any preffing confequence. I
hope you are not idle in the deliverance of Beriton,
though the late events and edi@s in France begin
to reconcile me to the pofleffion of dirty acres.
‘What think you of Necker and the States General ?
Are not the public expedations too fanguine? Adieu.
1 will write foon to my lady feparately , though I
have not any particular fubject for her ear. Ever
yours.

LAUSANNE, Nov. 20, 1788.
As 1 have no correlpondents but yourfelf,
fhould have been reduced to the ftale and ftupid
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communications of the newspgpers, ifyou had no¢
difpatched me an excellent {ketch of the extraor-
dinary ftate of things. In fo new a cafe the falus
popudi muft be the firft law; and any extraordinary
acts of the two remainiug branches of the legiflature
mult be excufed by neceflity, and ratified by general
confent, % * ® X% F X &k ¥ *x * K % K
* * Tilltings are fettled,, T expec a regular journal.

Fromkingdoms | defcend to farms.* * * * %
W o ARk R e & % Adien:

LavusaNE, Dec. 13, 1788:

b oo S e e ML B el e AU ageer o o e Mg
@ » * x x x % ¥ Ofpublic affairs I can only
hear with curiofity and wonder; carelels as yon
may think me, I feel myfelf deeply interefted. You
muft now write often; Make Mifs Firth copy
any curious fragments; and fiir up any of my well-
informed acquaintance, Batt, Douglas, Adam,
perhaps Lord Loughborough, to correfpond with
me; I will anfwer them.

We are now cold and gay at Laufanne. The
Severys came to town yelterday. 1 faw a good
deal of Lords Malm{bury and Beauchamp, and their
ladies; Ellis, of the Rolliad, was with them; 1like
him much: I gave them a dinner.

Adicu for the prefent. Deyverdun is not worfe.

Lausang, April 25, 1980,
Berors your lettre, which 1 received yeRterday,
Twas in the anxious fituation of aking, who hourly

expects a courier from his general, with the news
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2

of a decifive engagement. I bad abftained from
writing , for fear of dropping a word, or betraying a
fecling , which might render you too cautious or too
bold. On the famous 8:h of April, between twelve
and two. [ refle@ted that the bufinefs was determined;
and each fucceeding day 1 computed the [peedy
approach of your meflenger, with favorable or
melancholy tidings. When I broke the feal, I ex-
pected to read, “ What a damned unluckly fellow
» you are! Nothing tolerable was offered, and I
» indignantly withdrew the eftate. ” [ did remember
the fate of poor Lenborough, and I was afraid of
your magnanimity, &c.. Itis whimfical enough,
but it is human nature, that [ now begin to think
of the deep rooted foundationsof land , and the airy
fabric of the funds. 1 not only confent, but even
wifh, to have eight or ten thoufand pounds on a
good mortgage. The pipe of wine you fent to me
was feized , and would have been confifcated , if
the gouvernment of Berne had not treated me with
the moft flattering and diftinguifhed civility : they
not ooly releafed the wine, but they paid out of their
own pocket the fhares to which the bailiff and the
informer were entitled by law. Ifhould notforget
thar the bailiff refufed to accept of his part. Poor
Deyverdun’s conftitution is quite broken; he has
had two or three attacks, not fo violent as the firflt:
every time the door is haftily opened, 1 exped to
hear of fome fatal accident : the beft or worlt hopes
of the phyficians are only that he may linger fome
time longer; but, if he lives till the fommer, they
propofe fending him to fome mineral wyaters at
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Aix, in Savoy. You will be glad to hear that I
am now affured of poffefling , during my life, this
delightful houfe and garden. The act has been lately
executed in the beft form, and the handlomek man-
ner. 1 know not what to fay of your miracles at
home: werejoicein the king’srecovery, and its mi-
nifteriale confequences; and I cannot be infenfible to
the hope, at leaft the chance, of feeing in this
country a firft lord of trade, or fecretary at war.
In your anfwer, which I fhall impatiently expec,
you will give me a full and true account of your
defigns - which by this time muft have dropt, orbe
determined at lealt, for the prefent year. 1f you
come, itis high time that we fhould look out fora
houfe—a talk much lefs eafy than you may pof.
fibly imagine. Among new books, I recommend
to you the Count de Mirabeauw’s great work, © Sur
s laMonarchie Pruffienne; ” itisin yourown way,
and gives a very juflt and complete idea of that won-
derful machine. His “ Correfpondence Secréte” is
diabolically good. Adieu. Ever yours.

LAUSANNE, June 3. 1589,

Youarein truth a wile, adtive, indefatigable , and
ineftimable friend 3 and as our virtues are often con-
nected with our faults, if you were more tame and
placid, you would be perhaps of lefs ufe and value: A
very important and difficult tranfacion feems to be
nearly terminated with fuccefls and mutual fatisfac.
tion: we feem to run before the wind with a profpe-~
rous gale; and.unlefs we (hould firike on fome fecret
rocks which I do not forefee, fhall, on or before the
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310t July, enter the harbour of Content; though I can.
not purfue the metaphor by adding we fhall land fince
ouroperation 1s of a very oppofite tendency. I could
not eafily forgive myfelf for fhutting you up in a
dark room with parchments and attornies, did I not
refle@ that this probably is the laft material trouble
that you will ever have on my account; and that
after the labors and delays of twenty years, 1 fhail at
laftattain what I have always fighed for, a clear and
competent income , above my wants, and equal to
my wifhes. In this contemplation you will be fuf-
ficiently rewarded. I hope **** will be content
with our title deeds, for I cannot furnifh another
fhred of parchment. [Mrs Gibbon’s jointure is fecu-
red on the Beriton eftate, and her legal confent
is requifite for che fale. Again and again I muft repeat
my hope that fhe 1s perfectly fatisfied, and that the
clofe of her life may not be imbittered by fufpi-
cion, or fear, or difcontent. What new fecurity
does (he prefer,—the funds, the mortgage, or your
lacd ? At all events (he mult be made eafy. I
wrote to her again fome timeago, and begged that if
the were too weak to write, fhe would defire Mrs.
Gould or Mrs Holroyd to give me a line con-
cermng her ftate of health. To this no anfwer; I
am afraid fhe is difpleafed. :
Now for the difpofal of the money: I approve
of the 8oool miort gage on Beriton; and honor your
prudence innot thowing , by the comparifon of the
rent and intereft how foolifh it 1sto purchafe land. *
* ok ok ok kR ok K ok ok ok ok X kR K

There 15 a chance of my drawing a confiderable fum
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into this country , for an arrangement which you
yourfelf muft approve, but which 1 have not time
to explainat prefent. For the fake of difpatching by
this evening’s poft, an anfwer to your letter which
arrived this moroing, 1 confine myfelf to che needful,
but in the courfe of a few days I will fend a more
fanuliar epiftle. Adieu. Ever yours.

Lavusanye, July vg, 1989;

Pour Deyverdun is no more : he expired Satur-
day the 4thinftant ; and in his unfortunate fituation ‘
death could only be viewed by himfelf, and by
his friends, in the light of a confummation devoutly
tobe wifhed. Since September he has had a dozen
apoplectic ftrokes ; more orlefs violent: inthe inter.
vals between them his firength gradually decayed ;
every principle of life was exhaufted ; and had hecon.
tinued to drag a miferable exiftence, he muft pro-
bably have furvived the lofs of his faculties- Of all
misfortunes this was what he himfelf moft ap.
prehended : but his reafon was clear and calm to
the laft ; he beheld bis approaching diffolution with
the firmnefs of a philofopher. I fancied that time
and reflection had prepared me for the event; but
the habits of three-and-thirty years friendfhip are not
fo eafily broken. The firlt days, and more efpe.
cially the firlt nights, were indeed painful Laft
Wednefday and Saturday it would not have been
in my power to write. I mult now recollet my-
felf, fince 1t is necefliry for me not only to impart
the news , but to alk your opinion in a very ferious
and doubtful queltion, which muft be decided
without
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without lofs of time. I fhall flaté the fads, but as
I am on the fpot, and as new lights may occur, I
do not promife imp’icit obedience.

Had my poor friend died without a will , a femala
Jirft coufin fettled fomewhere in the north of Ger-
many, and whom I believe he had never feen, would
have been his heir at law. In the next degree he had
feveral coufins; and one of thefe, an old companion,
by name Mr. de Mon ntagny, he has chofen for his
heir.. As this houfe and garden was the beft and
cleareft part of poor Deyverdun’s fortune; as there is
a heavy duty or fine (whatthey call lods ) on every
change of property out of the legal defcent; as Mom
tagny has a fmall eftate and a large family, it was
1eceffary to make fome provif‘on in his favor. The
will therefore leaves me the optlcn of enjoying this
place during my life, on paying the fum of 2501, (I
reckonin E ngh[h money ) at prefent, and anp annual
rent of 30k ; or elfe, of purchafing the houfe and
garden for a fum .vmch, mncluding the duty, will
amount to 25201 If I value the rent of 3 3ol. at twelve
years | urcbaf:, I mayacquire my evjowneuL for life
at a“fw“ the rate of 6c0l.; and the remaining 19001,
will be the d:f-:aen between that tenure and abfo-
lute perpetua Ipropcrty As you have never accufed
me of too much zeal for the intereft of pofterity, you
will eafily guefs which fcale at fir Pcl reponderated. k
deeply felt the advantage of acquiring, fo'"tbefma]ler
fum, every poffible e *]ﬂ} ment, as long as I myfelf
fhould be capable of enjo oying: Ire-s&cu. with fcorn,
the idea of glvmn- .9'3“1 for ide al pofthumous pro=~
perty 5 and 1 deemed it of little moment whefe name,

YV OL.E P
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after my death , fhould beinfcribed on my houfe and

arden at Laufanne. How often did I repeat to myfelf
the philofophical lines of Pope , whichfeem to deter-
mine the queltion :

Pray Heaven, cries Swift, it lafl as you go on
Iwifk to God this houfe had been your own.

Pity to build without or fon or wife:

Why, you'll enjoy it only all your life.

Well , if the ufe be mine , does it concern one.,
Whether the name belong to Pope or Vernon?

In this ftate of felf-fatisfaction I was not much
dilturbed by all my real or nominal friends, who
exhort me to prefer the right of purchafe : among fuch
friends, fome are carelefs and fome are ignorant;
and the judgment of thofe, who areable and willing
to form an opinion, is often biaffed by fome felfifh
or focial affection, by fome vifible or invifible intereft.
But my own refle@tions bave gradually and forcibly
driven mefrom my firlt propenfity ; and thefe reflec-
tions I will now proceed to enumerate:

1. I can make this purchafe with eafe and prudence.
As I have had the pleafure of not hearing from you
very lately, I flatter myfelf that you advance ona
carpet road , and that almoft by the receipt ofithis
letter (July 31ft) the acres of Beriton will'be tranf-
muted into fixteen thoufand pounds: if the payment
be not abfolutely completed by that day, ***** wil]
not fcruple, I fuppofe, depofiting the 2600l at
Gofling’s, to meet my draught. Should he hefitate,
1 can defire Darrel to fell quantum fufficit of my fhort
annuities. As foon as the new fettlsment of my

be
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affaits is made, I fhall be able, alter dedudting this
fum , to fquare my expenfe to my income, &c.

2. On mature confideration, I am perhaps lefs
felfifh and lefs philofophical than 1 appear ac firlk
ficht : indeed, were I not fo, it would now be in
my power to turn my fortune into life-annuities, and
let the Devil take the hindmoft. I feel, ( perhapsit
isfoolith, ) but I feel that this little paradifz will pleafe
me ftill more when 1tis abfolutely my own; and that
1 (hall be encouraged inevery improvement of ufe or
beauty, by the profpect that, after my departure,
it will be enjoyed by fome perfon of my own choice.
I fometimes reflect with pleafure that my writings
will furvive me; and that idea 1s at lealt as vain and

‘chimerrcal.

3. The heir, IMr. de Montugny, is an old acquaint-
ance. My f{ituation of a life-holder is rather new and
fingular in this conntry ! the laws have not provided
for many nice cafes which may arife between the
landlord and tenant: fomel can forefee, others have
been fuggeflted , many more I might feel when 1¢
would be toolate. Hisright of property might plague
and coofine me; he might forbid my lending to a
friend, infpe@ my condudt, check my improvements,
call for fecurities , repairs, &c. Butif | purchafe, I
walk on my own terrace fierce and erect, the free
mafter of one of the moft delicious fpots on the globe.

Should I ever migrate homewards , (you ftare,
but fuch an event is lefs improbable than I could
bave thought it two years ago,) this place would
be difputed by ftrangers and natives.

Weigh thefe reafons , and fend me without delay

;i
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arational explicit opinion, to which I (hall pay fuch
regard as the pnature of circumftances will allow.
But, alas! when all is determined , 1 fhall poffefs
this houfe, by whatfoever tenure, without friend.
fhip or domeltic fociety. 1did notimagine, fixyears
ago, thata plan of life fo congenial to my wifhes,
would fo fpeedily vanifh. 1 cannot write upon any
other fubject. Adien, your’s ever.

Lavusanxe, Avguft 1789,

ArTER receiving and difpatching the power of
attorney, lalt Wednefday , I opened, with fome
palpitation, the unexpected miffive which arrived
this morning. The perufal of the contents fpoiled
my breakfalt. They are difagreeable in themfelves,
alarming in their confequences, and peculiarly un-~
pleafant at the prefent moment , when I hoped to
haye formed and fecured the arrangements of my
future life. I do not perfedly underftand what are
thefe deeds which are fo inflexibly required; the
wills and marriage-fettlements [ have fufficiently an-
fwered. But your arguments do not convince ¥*¥¥¥,
and ‘I have very little hope from the Lenborough
fearch. What will be the event? If his objections
are only the refult of legal fcrupulofity, furely they
might be removed, and every chink might be filled,
by a general bond of indemuity , in which Iboldly
alk you to join, as it will be a fubftantial important
a& of friendlhip, without any pofiible rifk to your-
felf or your fucceflors. Should he fiill remain obdu-
rate, 1 muft believe what Lalready {ufpedt, that X+ **

Y

repents of his purchafe, and willes to elude the

Jo

108

ol

o
ch

pr



TO LORD SHEFFIELD:. 213

eonclufion. Our cafe would be then hopelefs, i6i
omnis effitfus labor , and the eltate would be returned
on our hands with the taint of a bad title. The refufal
of mortgage does not pleafeme; but {urely our offer
fhows fome. confidence in the goodnefs of my title.
1f he will nottake eight thoufand pounds at four per
cent. we muft look out elfewhere ;' new doubts and
delays will arife, and I am perfuaded that you will
not place an implicic confidence in any attorney. I
know not as yet your opinion about my Laufanne
purchafe. If youare againit it, the prefent pofition
of affairs gives you great advantage, &c. &c. The
Severys are all well; an uncommon circumftance
for the four perfons of the family at onge. They are
now at [Vlex, a country-houfe {ix miles from hence,
which 1 vifit to-morrow for two or three days. They
often come to town, and we fhall contrive to pafs a
part of the autumn together at Rolle. I want to
change the fcene; and beautiful as the gardenand
profpect muft appear to every eye, 1 feel that the
flate of my own miod calts a gloom over them;
every fpot, every walk, every bench, recals the
memory of thofe hours, of thofe converfations,
which will return no more. But I tear myfelf from
the fubje@. I could nothelp writing to-day, though
1 do not find I have faid any thing very material.
As you muft be confcious that you have agitated
me , you will not poftpone any agreeable, or even
decifive intelligence. I almoft hefitate, whether I [hall
run over to England, to confult with you on the
fpot, and to fly from poor Deyverdun’s fhade, which
meets me at every turn. I did not expect to have felt
g
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his lofs fo fharply. But fix hundred miles! Why are
we fo far off ?

Once more, What is the difficulty of the title ?
Will men of fenfe, inafenfible country, never get
rid of the tyranny of lawyers ? more oppreflive and
ridiculous than even the old yoke of the clergy. Is
not a term of feventy or eighty years, nearly twenty
inmy own perfon, fufficient to prove our legal pof.
feflion ? 'Will not the records of fines and recoyeries
attelt that I am free from any barofentails and fetile.
ments ? Confult fome fage of thelaw, whether their
prefent demand be neceffary and legal. 1f your ground
be firm, force them to execute the agreement or forfeit
the depofit. Butif, as I much fear, they have a right,
and a wifh, to elude the confummation, would it
not be better to releafe them at once, than to be hung
vp for five years, asin the cafe of Lovegrove, which
coft me in the end four or five thoufand pounds?
Youare bold, youare wife ; confult, refolve, ac.
In my penultimate letter I dropped a firange hint,
that a migration homeward was not impoffible. I
know not what to fay; my mind is all afloat; yet
you will not reproach me with caprice or incon-
ftancy. How many years did you damn my fcheme
ofretiring to Laufanne ! Iexecuted that plan ; 1found
as much bappinefs as is compatible with human
nature, and during four years (1783 —1787) I
never breathed a figh of repentance. On my re-
turn from England the fcene was changed : 1 found
only a faint femblance of Deyverdun, and that
femblance was each day fading from my fight. I

have pafled an anxious year, but my anxiety is
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now at an end \ and the profpe before me is a me-
lavcholy folitude. I am ftill deeply rooted in-this
country ; the poffeffion of this paradife, the friend-
thip of the Severys, a mode of fociety fuited to my
tafte, and the enormous trouble and eapenfe of 2
migration.  Yet in England (when the prefent
clouds are difpelled) lcould form a very comfort.
able eftablihment in London, or rather at Bauthj;
and I have a very noble country - feat at about ten
miles from Haft Grioftead 1n Suflex 89. That fpot
is dearer to me than the refl of the three kingdoms;
and I have fometimes wondered how two men, {o
oppofite in their tempers and purluits, (hould have
imbibed fo long and lively a propenfity for each
other. Sir Stanier Porten is juft dead. He has left
his widow with a moderate penfion, and two chil-
dren, my nearelt relations : the cldeft, Charlotte,
is about Louifa’s age, and alfo a moft amiable fen-
fible young creature. 1have conceived a romantic
idea of educating and adopting ber; as we defcend
into the vale of years our infirmities require fome
domeftic female fociety : Charlotte would be the
comfort of my age, and 1 could reward her care
and tendernefs wich a decent fortune. A thoufand
difficulties oppole the execution of the plan, which
I have never opened but to you; yet it would be
lefs impracticable in England than in Switzerland.
Adien. I am wounded; pour fome oil into my
wounds: yet 1 am lefs unhappy fince L have throwa

my mind upon paper.
Are you not amazed at the French revolution?
They have the power, will they have the
'g)
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moderation, to eftablifh a good conftitution ? Adiey,
gver yours.

LAUSANXE, Sept. 9, 1989,
WiTHIN anhour after the reception of your laft,
1 drew my pen for the purpofe of a reply , and my
exordium ran in the following words : “ I find by
* experience, that it is much more rational, a2s
“ well as ealy, to anfwer a letter of real bufinefs
“ by the return of the polt.” This important truth
1s again verified by my own example. After wri.
ting three pages I was called away by a very ratio.
nal motive, and the polt departed before I could
.return to the conclufion. A fecond delay was co-
lored by fome decent pretence. Threc weeks have
flipped away, and I now force myfelf on a talk,
which I fhould have difpatched without an effort
on the firlt fummons. My only excufe is, that I
had little to write about Englifh bufinefs, and that
I could write nothing definitive about my Swifs
affairs. And firft, as Ariftotle fays of the firflt,

1. | was indeed in low: fpirits when 1 fent what
you fo juftly ftyle my difmal letter ; but Ido aflure
you, that my own feelings contributed much more
to fink me, than any events or terrors relative to
the fale of Beriton. ButIagain hope and truft, from
your confolatory epiftle , that, &c. &c.

2. My Swifs tranfaction has-fuffered a great alte-
ration. I fhall not become the proprietor of my
houfe and garden at Lanfanne, and I relinquifh the
phbantom with more regret than you could eafily
imagine. ButThavebeen determined by a difficulty,

e T . B
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which at firlt appeared of little moment , but
which has gradually fwelled to an alarming magni-
tude. Thereisa law in this country, as well asin
fome provinces of France, which is ftyled le droit
de retrait , le retrait lignager, (Lord Loughborough
mult have heard of it,) by which the relations of
the deceafed are entitled to redeem a houfe or eftate
ac the price for which it has been fold; and as the
fum fixed by poor Deyverdun is much below its
known value, a crowd of competitors are begin-
ning to ftart. The beft opinions (for they are di.
vided ) are in my favor, thatlam not fubje& to le
droit de retrait, fincel take not as a purchafer, but
asa legatee. Butthe words ofthe will are fomewhat
ambiguous, the event of law is always uncertain,

the adminiftration of juftice at Berne (the laft appaal)
depends too much onfavor and intrigue; and it is
very doubtful whether I could revert to the life-
holding, after having chofen and loft the property.
Thefe conhdumuona engaged me to cpen a nego-
ciation with Mr. de Montagny, through the me.
dium of my friend the judge; and as he woft ar-
dently wilhes to keep the houfe, he confented,
t}*ouwn with fome relu&ance, to my propofals.
’ie[’ce.uaj he figned a covenant in the molft regular
and binding form, uy which he allows my power
of transferuntf my I L-.;ﬁ, interprets in the moft

* ample fenfe my 1".‘5.‘. fmaking alterations, and ex-

prefsly renounces ail claim, as landlord, of vifiting
or infpecting the premifes. 1 have promifed to lend
him twelve thoufand livres, {Jc.cwecni ven and
¢ight hundred pounds,) fecured on the houfe and
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land. The mortgage is four times its value ; the in.
terelt of four pounds per cent. will be annually dif-
charged by the rent of thirty guineas. So that [
am now tranquil on that fcore for the remainder
of my days. Ihope that time will gradually recon-
cile me to the place which I have inhabited with my
poor friend; for in fpite of the cream of London,
I am ftill perfuaded that no other place is fo well
adapted to my talte and habits of ftudious and
focial life.

Far from delighting in the whirl of a metropolis,
my only complaint againflt Lavfanne is the great
number of ftrangers, always of Englifh, and now
of French, by whom we are infefted in fummer.
Yet we have eflcaped the damned great ones, the
Count d’Artois, the Polignacs, &c. who flip by us
to Turin. What a {cene is France! While the af-
fembly is voting abfira@ propofitions, Paris is an
independent republic ; the provinces have neither
authority nor freedom, and poor Necker declares
that credit is no more, and that the people refufle
to pay taxes. Yet I think you muft be feduced by
the abolition of tithes. If Eden goes to Paris you
may bave fome curious information. Give me
fome account of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas. Do they
live with Lord North ? | hope they do. When will
parliament be diffolved? Are you ftill Coventry-
mad ? I embrace my Lady, the {prightly Maria, and
the fmiling Louifa. Alas! alas! you will never come
to Switzerland, Adieu, ever yours.
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LAUSANNE, Sept. z5th, 1389,

Alas! what perils do environ
The man who meddles with cold iron.

Avras! what delays and difficulties do attend the
man who meddles with legal and landed bufinels!
Yet if 1t be only to difappoint your expectation, I
am not fo very nervous at this new provoking ob-
facle. Ihad totally forgotten the deed in queftion,
which was contrived in the laft year of my father’s
life', to tie his hands and regulate the diforder of
his affairs ; and which might have been fo ealily
cancelled by Sir Stanier, who had not the fmalleft
intereft in it, either for himfelf or his family. The
amicable {uit, which is now become neceffary, mufl,
I think, be fhort and unambiguous, yet I cannot
help c.rcadi.‘g the crotchets, that lurk under the
chancellor’s great wig; and, at all events, I forefce
fome additional delay and expenfe. The golden piil
of the two thoufand eight hundred pounds has foo-
thed my difcontent; and if it be fafcly lodged with
the Goflings, I agree with you, in confidering it as
an unequiv om! pledrre of a fair and willing pur-
chaler. It is indeed chiefly in that light I now rejoice
in fo large a depofit, which is no lﬁ-lger neceflary
inits full extent. You are apprized by my laft letter
that I have reduced mylfelf to the life-enjoyment of
the houfe and garden. And, i fpite of my feelings,
I am every day more convinced that 1 have chofen
the fafer fide. I believe my caufe to have been good,
but it was doubtful. Law in this country is not {o
expenfive as in England, but it 1s more tronblefome;
I muft have gone to Lw“u. have folicited my jud-
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@es in perfon; a vile cuftom! the event was uncer-
tain ; and during at lealt two years, 1 thould bhave
bc -0 in @ {tate of fufpenfe and anxiety ; till the con-
clufion of which it would have been madnels to
h..\r: attempted any alteration or improvement.
According to my prefent arrangement 1 (hzll want
no more than eleven hundred pounds of the two
thouland, and I fuppofe you will dire&t Gofling to
Jay out the remainder in India bonds, that it may
notlie quite dead, while I am accountable to * * * *
for the intereft. The elderly lady in a male habit,
who informed me that Yorkfhireis a regifter county,
is a certain judge, one Sir William Blackftone,
whofe name you may poflibly have heard. After
ftating the danger of purchafers and creditors, with
regard to the title of eftates on which they lay out or |
lend their money, he thus continues: “ In Scot-
¢ land every ac and event regarding the tranfmiffion
“ of property is regularly entered on record; and
“ fome of our own provincial divifions, particularly
“ the extended county of York and the populous
‘ county of Middlelex, have prevailed with the
¢ legiflature to erect fuch regifters in their refpective
« diftricts. ” ( Blackftone’s Commentaries, vol. 1.
p- 343, edition of 1774, in quarto.}) IfIam mif-
taken, itis in pretty good company; but I fulpect
that we are all right, and that the regifter is con.
fined to one or two ridings, As we have, alas !
two or three months before us, 1 fhould bope that
your prud::nt fagacity will difcover fome found
land, in cafe you (hould not have time to arrange

another r mortgage. L now writein a hurry, as I am
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jult fetting out for Rolle, where I fhall be fettled
with cook and fervants in a pleafant apartment, till
the middle of November. The Severys have a houfe
there, where they pafs the autumo. I am not forry
to vary the fcene for a few weeks, and I wifh to
be ablent while fome alterations are making in my
houfe at Lanfanne. I with the change of air may be
of fervice to Severy the father, but we do not at all
like his prefent ftate of health. How completely,
alas, how completely ! could 1 now lodge you: but
your firm refolve of making me a vifit {feems to
have vanifhed like a dream. Next fummer you will
not find five hundred pounds for a rational friendly
expedition ; and fhould parliament be diffolved ,
you will perhaps find five thoufand for ——— i
cannot think of it with patience. Pray take ferious
firenuous meafures for fending me a pipe of excel-
lent Madeira in catk , with fome dozens of Malmfey
Madeira. It fhould be configned to Mefirs. Romberg
Voituriers at Oftend , and I muft have timely notice
of its march. We have fomuch'to fay about France,
that I fuppofe we fhall never fay any thing. That
country is now in a ftate of diffolution. Adien.

LavsanyE, December 15th, 1480,

Yov have often reafon to accufe my ftrange filence
and neglec in the molt important of my own affairs;
for I will prefume to affert, thatin a bufinefs of yours
of equal confequence , you fhould not find me cold
or carelefs. Buton the prefent occalion my filence
is, perhaps, the higheft compliment Iever paid you.
You remember the anfwer of Philip of Macedon:
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% Philip may fleep, while he knows that Parmenio
« js awake.” 1 expedted; and, to fay the truth, {
wifhed that my Parmenio would have decided and
acted, without expecting my dilatory anlwer, and
in his decifion I fhould have acquiefced with im-
plicit confidence. But fince you will have my opi-
nion, let us confider the prefent flate of my affairs.
In the courfe of my life | have often known, and
fometimes felt, the difficuity of getting money,
but I now find myfelf involved in a more fingular
diftrefs, the difficulty of placing it. and if it con-
tinues much longer, I (hall almoft wifh for my land
again.

1 perfectly agree with you, that it is bad manage-
ment to purchafe in the funds when they do not

yield four pounds per cent. * " s *
* * * * * * * * *

Some of this money I can place fafely , by means of
my banker here; and I fhall poffefs , what I have
always defired, a command of cath, which I can-
not abufe to my prejudice, fince | have it in my
power to fupply with my pen any extraordinary
or fanciful indulgence of expenfe. And fo much,
much indeed, for pecuniary matters. What would
you have me fay of the affairs of France? We are
too near, and too remote, to form an accurate judge-~
ment of that wonderful fcene. The abufes of the
court and government cailed aloud for reformation;
and it has happened, as it will always happen , that
an innocent well-difpofed Prince has paid the forfeit
of the fins of his predeceffors; of the ambition of
Lewis the Fourtecenth, of the profufion of Lewis
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the Fifteenth. The French nation had a glorious
opportunity , but they have abufed, and may lofe
their advantages, If they bad been content with a
liberal tranflation of our fyftem, if they had refpec-
ted the prerogatives of the crown, and the privi-
leges of the nobles, they might have raifed a folid
fabric on the only true foundation, the natural
ariftocracy of a great country. Hew different is the
profpe@t! Their Kirg brought a captive to Paris,
after his palace had been Rained with the blood
of his guards; the nobles in exile; the clergy plun-
dered in a way which ftrikes at the root of all
property; the capital an independent republic; the
union of the provinces diffolved ; the flames of dif-
cord kindled by the worlt of men; (in that light I
confider Mirabeau;) and the honeftelt of the affem-
bly, afet of wild vifionaries, (like our Dr. Price,)
who gravely debate, and dream about the eftab.
litlhment of a pure and perfe@ democracy of five-and-
twenty millions, the virtues of the golden age, and
the primitive rights and equality of mankind, which
would lead, in fair reafoning, to an equal partition
of lands and money. How many years mult elapfe
before France can recover any vigor, or reflume
her ftation among the Powers of Europe! As yet,
there is no fymptom of a great man, a Richlien
or a Cromwell, arifing, either to reftore the mo-
narchy , or tolead the commonwealth. The weight
of Paris, more deeply engaged in the funds than
all the relt of the kingdom, will long delay a bank.
ruptcy; and if it (hould happen, it will be, both
in the canfe and the effect, a mealure of weaknefs,
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rather than of ftrength. You fend me to Chamberry,
to {;L a I rince and an Archbithop, Alas! we have
exiles enough here, with the I‘r’Iaréchal de Caltries
and the Duke de Guignes 4t their head; and this
inundation of ftrangers , which ufed to be confined
to the fummer, will now ftagnate all the winter
The only ones whom I have feen with pleafure are
Mr. Mounier, the late prefident of the national
affembly, and the Count de Lally; they have
both dined with me. Mounier, who is a ferious
dry politician, is returned to Dauphiné. Lally is an
amiable man of the world, and a poet: he paffes
the winter here. You know how much I prefer a
quict felect fociety to a crowd of names.and titles,
and that I always feek converfation with a view to
amufement, rather than mfo:n:zzjon. What happy
countries are England and Switzerland, if they
know and preferve their ha

I have a thoufand things

Maria, and L

==*;mf
: fay to my Lady,
ouifa, but I can add only a fhort
pofticript about the Madeira. Good Madeira is
now become eflential to my health and reputation.
]\'Iny your hoglhead prove as good as thelaft; may
it not be 'merccpled by the 1cbelc or the Aufirians.
What a fcene again in that cnuntry' Happy Eng-

Jand! Happy Switzerland! I again repeat, ad;eu.

LAUSANNE, Janvary 1%th, 1990,

YouR two laft epiftles, of the 7th and 1 1th inflant,
were fomewhat :e?aycﬁ on the road; ti;c}’ arrived
within two days of each other, the laft this morn-
ing (the 27th); fo that I anfwer by the firft,\ or at

leaft
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leaft by the fecond poft. Upon the whole, your

) P RE mxont:
French method, though fometimes more rapid, ap-
pears to me lels fure and fteady than the old
German highway &e. &ec. * x X
* * * # * * * ¥ * H

But enough of this. A new and brighter profpec
fecms to be breaking upon us, and few events of
that kind have ever given, me more pleafure than
your fuccefsful negociationand * * * ¥ fatisfactory
anfwer. Theagreement is, indeed, equally conve.
nient for both parties: rno time or expenfe will be
walted in fcrutinizing the title of the eltate; the in=
tereflt will be fecured by the claufe of five per cent,
and I lament with you, that vo larger fum than eight
thoufand pounds can be placed on Beriton, without
alking ( what migh® be fomewhat impudent) a
collateral fecurity, &c. &e. $ * h
* * * * * # *

But I wifth you to chufe and execute one or the
other of thefe arrangements with fage difcretion
and ablolate power. 1 fhorten my letter, that | may
dilpatch it by this polt. I fee the time, and I fhall
rejoice to fee it at the end of twenty years, when
my cares will be at an end, and our friendly pages
will be no longer fullied with the repetition of
dirty land and vile money; when we may expatiate
on the politics of the world and our perfonal fenti-
ments. Without expedting your anfwer of bufinefs,
I mean to write foon in a purer ftyle, and I wifh
to lay open to my friend the ftate of my mind,
which [exclufive of all wordly concerns) 1s not per=

fecly at eafe, In the mean while , I muft add two ox
VoL, L Q
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three fhort articles. 1. Tam aftonifhed at Elmfley’s
filence, and the immobility of your picture, Mine
fhould have departed long fince, could I have found
a [ure opportunity, &c. &c. Adieu, yours.

LausaNNE, May 15th, 1790,

SincE the firlt origin (@b ovo) of our connexion
and correfpondence, fo long an interval of filence
has not intervened, as far as I remember, between
us, &c. &c.

From my filence you conclude that the moral
complaint, which 1 had infinuated in my Iaft, i1s
cither infignificant or fanciful. The conclufion is
rafh. But the complaint in queftion is of the nature
of a flow lingering difeafe, which is not attended
with any immediate danger. As | have not leifure to
expatiate, take the idea in three words: « Since the
“ lofs of poor Deyverdun, Iam alone; and even
« in Paradife, folitude is painful to a focial mind.
« When | was a dozen years younger, I fcarcelyfelt
“ the weight of a fingle exiftence amid(t the crowds
“ of London, of parliament, of clubs; but it will
« prels more heavily upon me in this tranquil land,
v in the decline of life, and with the increafe of
@ infirmities. Some expedient, even the moft def-
« perate,, muft be embraced, to fecure the domeftic
« fociety of a male or female companion. But I am
« not in a hurry; there is time for refletion and
% advice. ” During this winter fuch finer feelings
have been fufpended by the groffer evil of bodily
pain. On the ninth of February I was feized by
fuch a fit of the gout as I had never known,
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though I muft be thankful that its dire effe@s have
been confined to the feet and knees, without als
cending to the more noble parts. With fome vicif-
fitudes of better and worfe, 1 have groaned be-
tween two and three months; the debility has fur-
vived the pain, and though now eafly, I am
carried about in my chair, without any power, and
with a_very diftant chance, of fupporting myfelf,
from the extreme weaknefls and contradtion of the
joints of my knees. Yet I am happy in a fkilful
phyfician, and kind afliduous friends: every even.
ing, during more than three months, has been
enlivened (excepting when I have been forced to
refufe them) by fome cheerful vifits, and very often
by a chofen party of both fexes. How different is

- fuch fociety from the folitary evenings which I

have pafled in the tumult of London! It is not
worth while fighting about a fhadow, but (hould
1 ever return to England, Bath, not the metro-
polis, would be my lalt retreat.

Your portrait is at laft arrived in perfect condition,
and now occupies a confpicuous place over the
chimney-glafs in my library. It is the object of
general admiration ; good judges (the few ) applaud
the work ; the name of Reynolds opens the eyes and
mouths of the many; and were not 1 afraid of
making you vain, 1 would [inform you that the
original is not allowed to be more than five-and-
thirty. In fpite of private relu&tance and public dif-
content, I have honorably difmifled myfelf . 1
fhall arrive at Sir Jofhua’s before the end of the
month; he will give me a look, and perhaps a

Q2
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¢touch; and you will be indebted to the prefident
one guinea for the carriage. Do not be nervous, [
am not rolled up; had I been fo, you might have
gazed on my charms four months ago I wantfome
account of yourflelf, of my L'idy, {(hall we never
directly correfpond ?) of Louifa, and of Maria.
How has the latter fince her launch fupported a
quiet winter in Suffex? I fo much rejoice in your
divorce from that b—— Kitty Coventry, that I
care not what marriage you contract. A great city
would fuit your daom ty , and the du'ies which
would kill me in the firft feffion, would fupply
your activity witha conftant fund of amufement.
But tread 10&1)7 and furely; the ice is deceitful,
the water is deep, and you may be foufed over
head and ears before you are aware. Why did
not you or Elmfley fend me the African pamphlet’™
by the poft ? it would not have coft much. You
bhave fuch a knack of turning a nation, that I am
afraid you will triumph (perhaps by the force of
argument) over juftice and humanity. But do you
not expect to work at Belzebub's fugar plantations
in the infernal reWiom, under the tender govern-
ment of a negro driver? I (hould fuppofe both my
Lady and Mifs Firth very angry with you.

As to the bill for prints , which has been too
long neglected, why will you not exercife the power,
which 1 have never revoked, over all my calh at
the Goflings ? The Severy f'rm]y has pafled a very
favorable winter; the young man is impatient to
hear from a family which he places above all others:

yet he will generoufly write next week, and fend
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you a drawing of the alterations in the houfe. Do
not raife your ideas; you know Z am facisfied with
convenience in architecture, and fome elegance in
furniture. I admire the coolnefs with which you
alk me to epiftolize Reynell and Elmfley, as if a
letter were fo eafy and pleafant a talk; itappears
lefs fo to me every day.

1790,

Your indignation will melt into pity, when you
hear that for feveral weeks paft I have been again
confined to my chamber and m . :hair.  Yet [ muft
halten, generoully haften, to exculpate the gout,
my old enemy , from the curfes which you already
pour on his head. Heis not the caufe of this difor=
der, although the confequences have beenfomewhat
fimilar. I am fausfied that this effort of nature has
{aved me from a very dangerous, perbaps a fatal,
erifis ; and 1 liften to the flattering hope that i¢
may tend to keep the gout at a more refpectful
diftance, &e. &c. &c.

The whole fheet has been filled with dry felfi(h
bufinefs; but I mult and will referve fome lines of
the cover for a little friendly converfation. I pafled
four days at the caltle of Copet with Necker; and
could have wifhed to have (hown him, asa warning
to any afpiring youth poflefied with the dxmon of
ambition. . With all the means of private happinefs
in his power, he is the molt miferable of human
beings : the paft, the prefent, and the future are
equally odious to him. When I fuggefled fome
domeflic amufements of books, building, &c. he
anfwered, with a deep tone of defpair, ©“ Dans ['état

Q3 :
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“ oujefuis, je ne puis fentir que le coup de vent
« qui m'a abbattu, "How different from the carelefs
cheerfulnels with which our poor friend Lord North
fupported his fall! Madame Necker maintains more
external compolure, mais le Diable n'y perdrien. It
is true that Necker wifhed to be carried into the
clofet, like old Pitt, on the fhoulders of the peo-
ple; and that he has been ruined by the demo-
cracy which he had raifed. T believe him to be an
able financier, and know him to be an bonell man;
too honeft, perhap: for aminifter. Hisrival Calonne
has paffed through Laufanne, io bis way from Turin ;
and was foon followed by the Prince of Condé,
with his fon and grandfon; butl was too much
indifpofed to fee them. They have, or have bad,
fome wild proje@s of a counter-revolution : horfes
have been bought, menlevied : fuchfoolifh attempts
muft end in the tuin of the party. Burke’s book
is 2 moft admirable medicine againft the French
difeafe, which has made too much_progrefs even
in this happy country. 1 admire his eloquence , I
approve his politics , I adore his chivalry, and I can
forgive even hisfuperftition. The primitive church,
which I have treated with fome freedom, was itfelf
at that time an innovation, and I was attached to
the old Pagan eftablifhment. The French {pread
fo many lies about the fentiments of the Englifh
nation, that T wifh the moft confiderable men of all
parties and defcriptions would join in fome public
ac, declaring themfelves fatisfied and refolved to
upport our prefent conftitution. Such a declaration
would have a wonderful effect in Europe; and,




TO LORD SHEFFIELD: 231

were I thought worthy , I myfelf would be proud
¢o fubfcribe it. I have a great mind to fend you
fomething of a fketch, fuch as all thinking men
might adopt.

1 have intelligence of the approach of my Madeira.
I accept with equal pleafure the fecond pipe, now
in the Torrid Zone. Send me fome pleafant details
of your domeftic ftate, of Maria, &c. 1fmy Lady
thinks that my filence is a mark of indifference, my

Lady isa goofe. 1 muf? have you all at Laufanne
next {ummer.

LAUSANNE, Auguft 7, 179e.

I ANsWER at once your two letters; and Ifhould
probably have taken earlier notice of the firft,
had I not been in daily expedation of the fecond.
muft begin on the fubje@ of what really interefs
me the moft, your glorious election for Briftol. Molt
fincerely do I congratulate your exchange of a curfed
expenfive jilt, who deferted you for a rich Jew,
for an honorable connexion with a chafte and vir-
tuous matron, who will probably be as conftant
as fhe isdifinterefted. In the whole range of election
from Caithnefs to St. Ives, I much doubt whether
there be a fingle choice fo truly honorable to the
member and the conftituents. The fecond com-
mercial city invites, from a diftant province, an
independent gentleman, known only by his active
fpirit, and his writings on the fubjed of trade;
and names him, without intrigue or expenfe , for
her reprefentative : even the voice of party s filenced,
while factions ftrive which fhall applaud the moft.

Q4
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You are now fure, for feven years to come , of
never wanting food ; Imean bufinefs: what a crowd
of [uitors or complainants will befiege your door !
what a load of letters and memorials will be heaped
on yourtable ! [ much queltion whether even you
will not fometimes exclaim, Ohe ! Jjam jatis efl !
but thatis your affair. Ofthe excurfion to Coventry
I cannot decide, but I hear it is pretty generally
blamed : but, however, 1love gratitude to an old
friend ; and fhall not be very angry if you damned
them with a farewel to all eternity. But I cannot
reprels my indignation at the ufe of thofe foolith,
oblolete, odious words, Whig and Tory. Inthe
American war they might have fome meaning ; and
then your Lordmip was a Tory, although you
fuppofed yourfelf a Whig: fince the coalition , all
general principles have been confounded; and if
there ever was an oppofition to men, notmeafures 4
itis the prefent. Luckily both the leaders are great
men ; and, whatever happens, the country muft
fall upon itslegs. What a ftrange mift of peace and
war feems to hang over the ocean! We can per=
ceive nothing but fecrecy and vigor; but thofe are
excellent qualities to perceive in a minifter. From
yourfelf and politics I now return to my private
concerns, whichI fLall methodicaliy confider under
the three great articles of mind, body, and eflate.

1. Tam not abfolutely difpleafed at your firing
fo haftily at the hint, a tremendous hint, in my
laft letter. But the danger is not {o ferious or im-
minent as you feem to fufpect; and I give you my
word , that , before I take the flightelt {tep which
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can bind me either in law, confcience, or honor ,
1 will faithfully communicate, and we will freely
difcufs . the whole ftate of the bufinefs. But atpre-
fent there is not any thing to communicate or dif-
culs; 1 do affure you that I have notany particular
obje& in view: I amnot in love ‘with any of the

hywnas of Laufanne, though there are fome who

g
1'-::5 LE:rir claws tolerably well pared. Sometimes, in
a (olitary mood, I'have fancied myfelf married to one

or another of thofe whole fociety aud converfation

pleafing to me ; butwhenlhav e painted
in my fancy all the p'ﬂuwi Loni'cqu ces of fuch an
union, I'bave (t|rt :d from my dream, rejoiced in my

are the molt

efcape, and ejaculated a thankfgiving that T was ftill
in poffeflion nf my natural freedom. Yet I fer:], and

fhall continue to feel, that domeftic folitude, how-
ever it may be alieviated by the world, by ftudy, and
even by friendfhip, isa comfortlefs ftate, which will
;rrmv more painful as 1 defcend in the vale of years. At
yxelun‘, my fituation is very tolerable ; and if at din-
ner-time, or at my return homein the evening, I fome-
times figh for 2 companion, there are many hours, and
many o ccafions, in WHECE‘. 1 enjoy th |

of being fole mafter of my own houfe. But your
, thot W‘\ lefs dangerons, is ftill moreabfurd than

3, M
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an

e
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mine : fucn a h:i"'wl“ as vou defcribe could not be
found; and, if fou w" would notanfwer my pdmﬁf@'
their rank and nm,m 1 would be J‘V ward and a

biguous to my s elf a y acquaintance; "I‘ff the

agreement of three per

hree characters would
ill more impra¢éticable. Vly plan fb! arlotte Por-
tenis undoubtedly the moft defirable; and [he mighg
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either remain a fpinfter {the cale is not without exam.
ple), or marry fome Swifs of my choice, who would
‘increafeand enlivenour fociety; and both would have
the ftrongelt motives for kind and dutiful behavi.
our. Butthe mother has been indire@ly founded, and
will not hear of fuch a propofal for fome years. On
my fide, Iwould not take her, but asa piece of folt
wax which Icould model tothe language and manners
of the country: I muft therefore be patient,

Young Severy’s letter, which may be now in your
hands, and whic h for thefe three orfourlaft pofts, has
furnithed my indolence with a new pretence for delay,
bas already informed you of the means and circum.
ftances of my refurrection. Tedious indeed was my
confinement, fince I was notable to move from my
houfe or chair, from the ninth of February to the firlt
of July, very nearly five months. Thefirlt weeks were
accompanied with more pain than L have everknown
in the gout, with anxious days and fleeplefs nights;
and when that pain fubfided, it left a weaknels in my
knees which feemed to have no end. IVy confinement
was however foftened by books, by the poffeffion of
every comfort and convenience, by afucceflion each
evening of agreeable company, and by a flow of equal
fpirits and general good health. During the laft weeks
I defcended to the ground floor, poor Deyverdun’s
apartment, and conftructed a chair like Merlin’s, in
which I could wheel myfelf in the houfe and on the
terrace. My patience has been univerfally admired ;
yet how many thoufands have paffed thofe five
months lefs eafily than myfelf. 1remember makinga

remark perfectly fimple, and perfe@ly true: « At pre.-

il en o ) Sy
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)

¢ fent, (I1faid to Madame de Severy,) I am not pofi-
¢ tively miferable, and Imay reafonably hopea daily
¢ or weekly improvement, till fooner or later In the
« fummer [ fhall recover new limbs, and new plea.
« fures, which1do not now pofiefs: have any of you
« {ucha profpect ?” The prediction has been accom-
plithed, and I havearrived to my prefent condition of
ftrength, or rather of feeblenefs: I now can walk
with tolerable eafe in my garden and fmooth places;
buton the rough pavement of the town I ufe, and per-
haps fhall ufe, a fedan chair. The Pyrmont waters
have performed wonders; and my phyfician (not
Tiffot, but a very fenfible man) allows me to hope,
that the term of the interval will be in proportion
to that of the fit.

Have you read in the Englifh papers, that the
government of Berne is overturned , and that we
are divided into three democratical leagues? true
as what I have read in the French papers, that the
Englifh havecut off Pitt’s head , and abolifhed the
Houfe of Lords. The people of this country are
happy; and in fpite of {ome mifcreants, and more
foreign emiffaries, they are fenfible of their hap-

inefs.

Finally—Inform my Lady, that I am indignant
at a falfe and heretical affertion in her laft letter to
Severy, © that friendsata diftance cannot love each
% other, if they do not write.” 1 love her better
than any woman in the world; indeed I do; and
yet I do not'write. And fhe herfelf—~but Iam calm.
We have now nearly one hundred French exiles,
*~me_of them worth being acquainted with; par-

a
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ticularly a Count de Schomberg, who is become
almoft my friend; he is 2 man of the world, of
letters, and of fufficient age, fince in 1753 he fuc-
ceeded to Maréchal Saxe’s regiment of drazoons,
As to the relt, I entertain them, and they flatter
me: but I with we were reduced to our Laufanne
fociety. Poor France! the ftate is diffolved , the
nation is mad ! Adieu.

Lavusawxe, Aprit 8, 17971,

First, of my health: it isnow tolerably reftored,
my legsare (till weak, butthe animal in generalisina
found and lively condition; and we have great hopes
from the fine weather and the Pyrmont waters. I
moft fincerely withed for the prefence of Maria,
to embellith a ball which I gave the 29th of laft
month to all the beft company, natives and for=
eigners, of Laufanne, with the aid of the Severys,
efpecially of the mother and fon, who dire@ed the
economy , and performed the honors of the féte.
It opened about feven in the evening ; the affem-
bly of men and women was pleafed and pleafing,
the mufic good, the illumination {plendid, the re-
frehments profufe: at twelve, one hundred and
thirty perfons fat down to a very good fupper:
at two, I ftole away to bed, in a foug corner;
and I was informed at breakfaft, that the remains
of the veteran and young troops, with Severy and
his fifter at their head, had concluded the laft dance
about a quarter before feven. This magnificent
eatertainment has gained me great credit; and the
expenfe was more reafonable than weas - :

T S
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imagine. This was an extraordinary event, but I
give frequent dinners; and in the fummer I have
an affembly every Sunday evening. What a wicked
wretch! fays my Lady.

1 cannot pity you for the accumulation of bufi-
nefs, as you ought not to pity me, if 1 complained
of the tranquillity of Laufanne ; we fuffer or enjoy
the effe@s of our own choice. Perhaps you will
mutter fomething, of our not being born for our-
felves, of public fpiric (I have formerly read of fuch
a thing) of private friend(hip, for which I give you
full and ample credit, &c. But your parliamentary
operations, at lealt will probably expire in the
month of June; and I fhall refufe to fign the New-
haven conveyance, unlefs I am fatisfied that you
“will execute the Laufanne vifit this fummer. On the
15th of June, fuppofe Lord, Lady, Maria, and
maid, (poor Louifa!) in a poft coach, with Etienne
on horfeback, fetgout from Downing-Street, or
Sheffield-Place, crofs the chanpel from Brmghton
to Dieppe, vifit the National Affembly, buy caps
at Paris, examine the ruins of Verfuilles,,and arrive
at Lanfanne, withoat danger or fatigue, the fecond
week in July; you will be lodged pleafantly and
comfortably , and will not perhaps defpife my
fitvation. A couple of months will roll, alas! too
haftily away: you will all be amufed by new fcenes,
new people; and whenever Maria and you, with
Severy, mount on horfeback to vifit the country,
the glaciers, &c. my Lady and myfelf {hall form a
very quiet téta-téce at home. In September, if
you are tired, youmay return by a direct or indirect
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way ; but T only defire that you will not make ¢he
plan impracticable, by grafping at too much. Iu
rerurn, L promife you a vific of three or four
P

months in the autumn of ninety-two : you and my
bookfellers are now my principal attractions in
England You had fome right to growl at hearing

. 3 i
of my fupplement in the papers: but Cadell’s indif-
cretion was founded on a hint which I bad thrown
out m a letter, and which in all probability will
never be executed: Yet I am not totally idle. Adieu.

LausanNg, May 18, 1591.
I wriTE a fhort letter, on fmall paper, to in-
form you, that the various deeds, which arrived

fafe and in good condition, have this morning been,

fealed, figned, and delivered, in the prefence of
refpectable and well known Englifh witneffes. To
have read the aforefaid a&ts, would have been dif.
ficult; to bave underltood them, impracticable.
1 therefore figned them with my eyes fhut, and in
that implicit confidence, which we freemen and
Britons are humbly content to yield to our law-
yers and minifters. 1 hope however, moft ferioufly
hope, that every thing has been carefully examined,
and that I am not totally ruined. It is not without
much impatience that I expect an account of the
payment and inveftment of the purchale - money.
1t was my intention to have added a new edition
of my will; but I have an unexpected call to go
to Geneva to-morrow with the Severys, and muft
defer that bufinefs a few days till after my return.
On my return I may poflibly find a letter from you,

L el e ]
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and will write more fully in anfwer: my pofthum-
ous work, contained 1 a fingle fheet, will not
ruin you in poftage. In the mean while let me defire
you either never to talk of Laufanne, or to execute
the journey this fummer ; after the difpatch of pub.
lic and private bufinefs , there can be no real obftacle
but in yourfelf. Pray do not go to war with Ruffia;
it is very foolifh. I am quite angry with Pitt. Adicu.

LausaNNE May 31, 17971,

A-rlength Ifee aray of funfhine breaking from a
dark cloud. Your epiftle of the 13th arrived this
morning, the 25th inftant, the day after my return
from Geneva; it has been communicated to Severy.
We now believe that you intend a vifit to Laufanne
this fummer , and we hope that you will execute
that intention. If you are a man of honor, you
fhall find me one; and, on the day of your arrival
at Laufanne, I will ratfy my engagement of vi.
fiting the Briti(h ifle before the end of the year 1792,
excepting only the fair and foul exception of the
gout. You rejoice me, by propofing the addition
of dear Louifa; it was not without a_bitter pang
that 1 threw her overboard, to lighten the veflel
and fecure the voyage : I wasfearful of the govern-
efs, a fecond carriage, and a long train of diffi.
culty and expenfe , which might have ended in
blowing up the whole fcheme. But if you can bod-
kin the fweet creature into the coach, fhe will find
aa ealy welcome at Laufanne. The firft arrange-
ments which I mult make before your arrival,
maygbe altered by your own tafte, on a furvey
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of the premifes, and you will all be commedioufly
and pleafantly lodged, You have heard a ;::reéc
deal of the beauty of my houfe, garden, and fitua-
tion ; but fuch are their intrinfic value, that, unlefs
I am much deceived, they will bear the teft even
of exaggerated praife. From my knowledge of your
Lordlhip, I have always entertained fome doubt
how you would get through the fociety of a Lau-
{fanne winter: but I am fatisfied that, exclufive of
friend(hip, your fummer vifits to the banks of the
Leman Lake will long be remembered as one of
the molt agreeable periods of your life; and that
you will fcarcely regret the amufement of a Suffex
Committee of Navigation in the dog -days. You
alk for details: what details? a map of Franceand a
poft book are ealy and infallible guides. If the ladies
are not afraid of the ocean, you are not ignorant
of the paffage from Brighton to Dieppe: Paris will

then be in your dire¢t road; and even allowing
you to look at the Pandemonium, the ruins of
Verfailles, &c. a fortnight diligently employed will
clear you from Shefficld Place to Gibbon Caftle.
What can [ fay more ?

As little have I to fay on the fubje@ of werdly
matters,, which feem now, Jupiter be praifed, to
be draving towards a final conclufion; fince when
people part with their money , they are indeed
ferious. 1 do not perfedly underftand the ratio of
the precife fum which you have poured into Gof-
ling's refervoir, but fuppofe it will be explained
in a general account.

You have been very dutiful in fending megyywhat

I

T byt e D) s
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¥ have always defired, a cut Woodfall on a remark-
able debate; a debate, indeed, moft remarkable !
Poor *¥%* is the moft eloquent and rational mads
man that I ever knew. I Jove %5 feelings, but [
detelt the political principles of the man, and of
the party. Formerly, you detefted them more
firongly during the American war, than myfelf. T
am half afraid that you are corrupted by your unfor-
tunate connexions. Should you admire the National
affembly,, we fhall have many an altercation; for
I am as high an ariftocrat as Burke himfelf; and
he has truly obferved, that it is mimpoflible to de-
bate with temper on the fubje@ of that curfed:
revolution. In my laft excurfion to Geneva 1 fre-
quently faw the Neckers, who by this time arc
returned to their fummer refidence at Copet. He
1s much reftored in health and fpirits; elpecially
fince the publication of his lalt book , which has
probably reached England. Both partes, who
agree in abufing him, agree likewife that he is a
man of virtue and genius; but I much fear thae
the pureft intentions have been productive of the
moft baneful confequences. Our military men, ¥
mean the French, are leaving us every day for the
camp of the Princes at Worms, and fupport what
is called reprefentation,  Their hopes
are fanguine; I will not anfwer for their being
well grounded : it is cerzain, however , that the
emperor had an interview the rgth inftant with
the Count of Artois at Mantua; and the ariftocrats
talk in myflerious language of Spain, Sardinia,
the Empire, four or five armies, &c. They wili

VoL, 1 R

3 A%




a4z LETTERS FROM MR. GIBBON

doubtlefs firike a blow this fummer: may it not
recoil on their own heads! Adicu. Embrace our
female travellers, A fhort delay !

LAUSANXE, June 12th, 1791,

1 xow begin to fee youall in real motion, {winm-
ming from Brighton to Dieppe, according to my
fcheme, and afterwards treading the direét road,
which you cannot well avoid, to the turbulent
capital of the late kingdom of France. I know
not what more to fay, or what further inftructions

to fend ; they would indeed be ulfelefs, as you are -

travelling through a country which bas been fome=
times vifited by Eaglifhmen: only this let me fay;
thatinthemid[t of anarchy the roacs were nevermore
fecure thanat prefent. As you will wilh toaflift at the
national alfembly , you will a& prudently in obtain-
ing from the French in London a good recommend-
ation to fome leading member ; Cazales, for inftance,
or the Abbé Maury. Ifoon expect from Elmfley a
cargo of books; but you may bring me any new
pampblet of exquifite flavor, particulaily the laft
works of John Lord Sheffiedl, which the dog has al-
ways neglected to fend. You will have time to write
once more, 2nd you muft endeavour, as nearly as
poflible, to martk the day of your arrival, You
may come either by Lyons and Geneva, by Dijon
and les Roufles,, or by Dole and Pontarlier. The

oft will fail you on the edge of Switzerland, and
muft be fupplied by hired horfes. I wilh you to
make your laft day’s journey eafy, fo as to dine
upon the road, and, arrive by tea ume. The pulfe
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of the counter-revolution beats high, but I cannot
fend you any certain facts. Adien. 1 want to hear
my Lady abufing me for never writing. A/ the
Severys are very impatient.

Notwith@tanding the high premium, I do not
abfolutely wifh you drowned. Befides all other
cares, | mult marry and propagate, which would
give me a great deal of trouble.

Lausan~g, July 1ff, 1791,
In obedience to your orders 1 dire& a flying
fhot to Paris, though I have not any thing par-
ticular to add, exceprwg that our impatience Is
increafed in the inverfée ratio of time and fpace.
Yet 1 almoft doubt whether you have paffed the
feca. The news of the King of France’s efcape muft
have reached you before the 2g8th, the day of
your departure , and the profpeét of ftrange un-
known diforder may well have fufpenried your
firmelt refolves. The royal animal is again®caught,
and all may probably be quiet. I was jult going
to exhort you to pafs throngh Bruffels and the
confines of Germany; a fair Infhilm, fince if you
yead this, you are already at Paris. The only
realonable advice which now remains, is to oba
tain, by means of Lord Gower, a {ufficiency, ot
even fuperfluity , of forcible paffports, fuch as
leave no room for cavil on a jealous frontier. The
frequent intercourfe with Paris has proved that the
belt and fhorteft road,inftead of Befancon,is by Dijon,
Dole, Les Rouffes, and Nyon. Adieu. I warmly em-
biace the Ladies. It would be idle now to talk of
bufinefs. R 2




ET has appeared from the foregoing Letters, that
a vifit from myfelf and my family, to Mr. Gibbon
at Laufanne , had been for fome time in agitation.
This long- promifed excurfion took place in the
month of June ‘1795 ; and occafioned a_ confider. |
able ceffation of our correfpondence. I landed at
Dieppe immediately after the flight from, and 5
return to, Paris of the unfortunate Lewis XVI.
During my flay in that capital, 1 had an oppor-
tunity of feeing the extraordinary ferment of men’s
minds, both in the national aflembly, and in pri-
vate focieties, and alfo in my palffage through
France to Laufanne, where 1 recalled to my me. |
mory the interefting fcenes 1 bad witneffed , by (
frequent converfations with my deceafed friend. I 5
might have wifhed to record his opinions on the |
{ubje& of the French revolution, if he had not
expreffed’ them fo well in the annexed Letters.
He feemed to fuppofe, as fome of his Letters
hirt, that 1 had a tendency to the new French
opinions. Never indeed, I can with truth aver,
was fufpicion more unfounded ; nor could it have
been admitted into Mr. Gibbon’s mind, but that
his extreme friendfhip for me, and his utter ab-
horrence of thefe notions, made him enxious and
jealous, even to an excels, that 1 fhould pot en-
tertain them. He was, however, foon undeceived ;
he found that I was full as aveife to them as
himfelf. I had from the firft expreffed an opinien,
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that fuch a change as was aimed atin France,
muft derange all the regular governmeats in Eu-
rope, hazard the internal quiet and deareft in-
terefts of this country, and probably end in bring-
ing on mankind a much greater portion of mifery,
than the moft fanguine reformer had ever promifed
to himfelf or others to produce of benefit, by the
vifionary fchemes of liberty and equality, with
which the ignorant and vulgar were mifled and
abufed.

Me. Gibbon at firft, like many others, feemed
pleafed with the profpect of the reform of inve-
terate abufes; but he very foon difcovered the
mif-hief which was intended, the imbecility with
which conceflions were made, and the ruin that
mult arife, from the want of refolution or con-
dud, in the adminiftration of France. He lived to
reprobate, in the ftrongelt terms pofﬁble, the folly
of the firlt reformers, and' the fomething worfe
than extravagance and ferocity of their fucceflors.
He faw the wild and mifchievous tendency of
thofe pretended reformers, which, while they pro-
feffed nothing but amendment, really meant de-
frudtion to all focial order; and fo firongly was
his opinion fixed, as to the danger of bafty inno-
vation, that he became a warm and zealous advo-
cate for every fort of old eltabliliment, which he
marked in wvarious ways, fometimes rather ludi-
croufly ; and I recoliect, in a circle where French
affairs were the topic, and fome Portuguefe pre-
fent, he, feemingly with ferioufnefls , argued in
favor of the ingmifition ag; Lifbon, and faid he
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would not; at the prefent moment, give up even
that old eflablithment.

It may, perbaps, not be quite uninterefling to
the readers of thefe Memoirs, to know, that 1 found
Mr. Gibbon at Laufaine in pofieflion of an excellent
koufe; the view from which, and from the terrace,
was fo uncommonly beautiful, that even his own
pen would with difficulty defcribe the fcene which
it commanded. T his prolpe& comprehended cver
thing grand and magnificent, which could be fur.
nilhed by the fineft mountzins among the Alps,
the molt extenfive view of the Lake of Geneva,
with a beautifully varied and cultivated country
adorned by numerous villas, and picturefyue build.
ings, intermixed with beautiful maffes of ftately
trees. Here my friend received us with a helpi-
tality and kindnels which I can never forget.
The beft apartments of the houfe were appropri-
ated to our ufe; the choiceft fociety of the place
was fought for, to enliven our vifit. and render
every day of it cheerful and agreeable. It wae
impoflible for any man to be more efteemed and
admired than Mr. Gibbon was at Laufanne. T he
prelerence he had given to that place, i1n adop-
ting it for a refidence, rather than his own couns
try, was felt and acknowledged by all the inha-
bitants; and he may have been faid almoft to
have given the law to a fet of as willing fubjects
as any man ever prefided over. In return for the
deference fhown to him , he mixed, without an
affe @ation, in ail the fociety, I mean all the beft

fociety , that Laufange afforded; he could indeed
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eommand it, and was, perhaps , for that reafon

the more partial to it; for he often declared that

be liked fociety more as 2 relaxacion from ftudy,

than as expeéting to derive from it amufement OF

inftrucion ; that to books he looked for improve-

ment, not to liviog perfons. But this I confidered

partly as an anfwer to my expreffions of wonder,
¢that a man who might chufe the moft various and
moft generally improved fociety in the world,
pamely, 1o Eogland, that he fhould prefer the
very limited circle of Laufaone, which: he never
deferted, but for an occafional vifit to VL. and Ma-
dame Necker. It muft not, however, be under-
fiood, that in chufing Laufanne for his home, he
was infenfible to the merits of a refidence in Eng=
jand : he was not in polleflion of an income which
correfponded with his aotions of eale and comfortin
his own country. ln Switzerland , his fortune was
ample. To this confideration of fortune may be added
another, which alfo had its weight ; fromearly youth
Mr. Gibbon had contracted a partiality for foreign
talte and foreign habits of life, which made him lefsa
ftrnrig;.i'a?.)rn;ad thap he was, in fome refpedts in his
native country. T his arofe, perhaps, from having been
out of England from his fixteenth to his twenty-fi 13
year; yet, when I came to Laufanne, 1 found him
apparently without relifh for French fociety. Dur-
ing the ftay I made with him he renewed his 1n-
tercourfe with the principal French who were at
Laufanne ; of whom there happened to be a con-
iderable number, diftinguifhed for rank or talents;
many indeed refpectable for both**. During my
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ftay in Switzerland [ was p
friend’s houfe, except durin
that we made together to M
and a tour to Geneva, Ch
de Balme , to Martigny , St. Maurice, and round
the Lake by Vevay to Laufanne. In the focial and fin.
gularly pleafant months that I paffed with My,
Gibbon, he enjoyed his ufual cheerfulnefs , with
£ood health. Since he Jeft England, in 1738, he
bad had a fevere attack, mentioned jn one of the
'Iorr:going letters, of an Eryfipelas, which at lafg
fettled in one of his legs, and left fomething of
a droplical tendency ; for at this time [ firlt per-
ceived a confiderable degree of fwelling about the

ancle,

In the begioning of O&ober I Icfe this delight.
ful refidence; and fome time after my return to
England , our carrefpondence recommenced,

ot abfent from my

g a fhort excurfion
r. Necker's at Copet,

o

amouny, over the Col
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LETTERS |
FROM
EDWARD GIBBON Efqg

TO

LORD SHEFFIELD, and Others

EpwarDp GipsoN Efg. to the Hon, Mifs
HovrroYD.

. LAUSANNE, g9th Nov. 179r1.

G ULLIVER is made to fay, in prefenting his
interpreter, “ My tongue is in the mouth of my
friend.” Allow me tofay, with proper e\:prdﬁom and
¢« excufes, My pen is in the hand of my friend 3’ and
the aforefaid friend begs leave thus to continue A

I remember to have read fomewhere in Roufleau,
of alover quitting very often his miftrefs, to bave
the pleafure of correfponding with her. Though
not ablolutely your lover, 1 am very much your
admirer, and fhould be extremely tempted to follow
the fame example. The {pirit and rcafon which pre-
vail in your conwverfation, appear to great adw 1
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tage in your letters. The three which I have re-
ceived from Berne, Coblentz, and Bruflels have
given me much real pleafure ; firlt, as a proof that
you are often thinking of me; fecondly, as an evi-
dence that you are capable of keeping a refslution ;
and thirdly, from their own intrinfic meiit and en-
tertainment. The Ryle, without any allowance for
halte or buiry, is perfe@ly corre@; the manner is
neither too light, nor to grave; the dimenfions
neither too long, nor too fhort: they are fuch,
ina word, as I fhould like to receive fiom the
davghter of my beft friend. I attend your lively
jousnal , through bad roads, and worfe inns. Your
defcription of men and manners conveys very fatis-
factory information; and I am particularly delighted
with your remark concerning the irregular beha-
viour of the Rhine, Butthe Rhine, alas! after fome
temporary wanderings, will be content to flow in
bis old channel , while man — man is the greateft
fool of the whole creation.

I direc this letter to Sheffield . Place, wherel
fuppofe you arrived in health and fafety, 1 con-
gratulate my Lady on her quiet eftablifhment by
her firefide ; and hope you will be able, after all
your excutfions, to fupport the climate 'and man.
ners of Old England. Before this epiftle reaches
you, I hope to have received the two promifed let.
ters from Dover and Sheffield - Place. 1f they {houid
not meet with a proper retufn, you will pity and
forgive me. 1 bhave not yet heard from Lord Shef.
field, who feems to have devolved on his daugh-
ter, the tafk which (he has fo glorioufly executed,

e A
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I Mall probably not write to him, tilll have re.
ceived his firft letter of bufinefs from England ; but
with regard to my Lady , I have molt excellent
intentions.

1 never could underftand how two perfons of
fuch fuperior merit, as Mifs Holroyd and Mifs
Laufanne, could have fo little relifh for one another,
as they appeared to have in the beginning; and 1t
was with great pleafure that 1 obferved the degrees
of their growing intimacy, and the mutual regret
of their feparation. Whatever you may imagine,
your friends at Laufanne have been thinking as
frequently of yourfelf and company, as you could
pollibly think of them; and you will be very un-
grateful , if you do not ferioufly refolve to make
them a fecond wific, under fuch name and title as
you may judge moft agreeable. None of the Severy
family, except perhaps my fecretary, are inclined
to forget you; and I am continually afked for fome
account of your health , motions, and amufements.
Since your departure, no great events have occur-
red. 1 have made a fhort excurfion to Geneva and
Copet, and found Mr. Necker in much better fpi-
rits than when you faw him. They prefled me to
pafs fome weeks this winter in their houfe at Ge-
neva; and I may poffibly comply, at lealt. in part,
with their invitation, The afpe&@ of Laufanne is
peaceful and placid; and you have no hopes of a
revolution driving me out of this country. We
hear nothing of the proceedings of the commif-
fion*'. except by playing at cards every evening
with Monficur Fifcher, who often fpeaks of Lord
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Sheffield with efteem and refpect. There is no ap-
pearance of Roffet and La Motte being brought
to a fpeedy trial, and they fill remain in the caftle
of Chillon, which (according to the geography of
the National Affembly ) is wafhed by the fea. Our
winter begins with great {everity ; and we fhall not
probably have many balls, which, as you may
imagine, I lament much. Angletine does not con-
fider two French words as a letter. Montrond
fighs and blufhes whenever Louif2’s name is men-
tioned: Philippine wifhes to converfe with her on
men and manners. The French ladies are fettled
in town for the winter, and they form, with Mrs,
Trevor, a very agreeable addition to our fociety,
It is now enlivened by a vifit of the Chevalier de
Boufflers, one of the moft accomplithed men in
the ci- devant kingdom of France.

As Mrs. Wood’*, who has mifcarried, is about
to leave us, I mult either cure or die; and, upon
the whole, I believe the former will be moft ex-
pedient. You will fee her in London, with dear
Corea, next winter. My rival magnificently pre-
fents me with a hoglhead of Madeira; fo that in
honor I could not fupplant him: yet I do affure
you, from my heart, that another departure is
much more painful to me. The apartment below **
is fhut up, and I know not when I fhall again wifit
it with pleafure. Adieu. Believe me, one and all,
molt affetionately yours.
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Epwarp GieroN Efy. to the Right Hon,
Lord SHEFF1ELD.
LausaNNE, December 28, 1791

A L AS! alas! the demon of procraftination has
again poffefled me. Three mounths have neaily
rolled away fince your departure; and feven let.
ters, five from the moft valuable Maria, and two
from yourfelf, have extorted from me only a fingle
epiftle, which perhaps would never have been writ-
ten, had I not ufed the permiflion of employing
my own tongue and the hand of a fecretary. Shall
I tell you, that, for thefe laft fix weeks, the eves
of every day has witneffed a firm refolution, and
the day itfelf has furnifhed fome ingenious delay ?
This morning, for inftance, I determined to invade
you as foon as the breakfalt things fhould be re-
moved ; but 1 had fomething to read, to write, to
meditate, and there was time enough before me.
Hour after hour has ftolen away, and I finally begin
my letter at two o'clock, evidently too late for
the polt, as I muft drefs, dine, goabroad, &c. A
foundation, however, /hall be laid, which will
ftare me in the face ; and next Saturday I fhail pro-
bably be roufed by the awful refle&tion that it is
the lalt day in the year.

After realizing this fummer an event which I
had long confidered as a dream of fancy, 1 know
not whether 1 thould rejoice or grieve at your vifit
to Laufanne. While I poffeffed the family, the fen-
timent of pleafure highly predominated ; whem,

juflt as we had fubfided in a regular, ealy, comfoxt
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able plan of life, the lalt trump founded, and,
without fpeaking of the pang of feparation, you
lefc me to oue of the molt gloomy, {olitary months
of October which | have ever paffed. For yourfelf
and daughters, however, you have contrived to
fratch fome of the moft interefting {cenes of this
world.  Paris, at fuch amoment, Switzerland , and
the Rhine, Strafburgh, Coblentz. have fuggelted a
train of lively images and ufcful ideas, which will
not be fpeedily erafed. The mind of the young
damfel . more efpecially , will be enlarged and en-
lightened in every fenfe. 1o four months fhe has
lived many years; and (he will much deceive and
difpleafe me, of fhe does not review and merhodize
ber journal, io fuch a maoner as fhe is capable of
peiforming, for the amufement of her pariicular
friends. Another benefit which will redound from
yous recent view is, that every place, perfon, and
obj-ct, about Laufanne, are now become familiar
and interclting to you. In our future correfpond-
ence {do I dare pronounce the word correfpond-
ence?) I can talk to you as freely of every circum-
ftance as if it were actually before youreyes. And
fii(t, of my own improvements. — All thofe vene-
rable piles of ancient verdare which you edmired
have been eradicated in one fatal day. Your faith-
ful fubltitutes, William de Severy and Levade, have
never ceafed to perfecute me, till I figned their
death warrant.  Their place is now fupplied by a
number of pi¢turefque naked poles, the folter-fathers
of as many twigs of Platanuffes, which may afford
a giateful but diftant Mhade to the founder, or to
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bis feris Nepotibus. In the mean while I muft con.

fefs that the terrace appears broader , and that I
difcover 2 much larger quantity of fnow than I

fhould otherwile do. 1 he workmen admire yo
ingenious plan for cutting out a new bedchamber
.Ad book - room; but, on mature COI}[HJ..T':[:!G['I, we
all unanimoufly prefer the old dcheme of adding a
third room on the terrace beyond the hbrary, with
two {pacious windows, and a fire- place between,
It will be larger (28 fect by #1), and pleafanter and
warmer: the difference of expenfe will be much lefs
confiderable than I "—wincd- the door of com-
munication with the -sbh.xy will be artfully buried
in the wainfcot; and, unlels it be opened by my
own choice, m“y always remain a profound f*"feu.
Such is the defign; bm, as it will not be execnted
before next fummex , youhave time and }iberty to
ftate your objections. 1 am much colder about the
ﬁﬂrcafc but 1t may be ﬁ..xﬂm! abcorf*n* to your

fuade me, Amlnotav ry uch man ? Wh
alterations, are completed, few authors of
lumes in quarto will be more agreeably lodg
myfelf. Laufanne is now full and lively; all ou

native families are returned from the coun cry, avd
praired be the Lord! we are infelied with few for-
eigners , either French or Englith. Even our den.o-
crats are more reafonable or more difcreet; it 1s
2:re“d, to wave the fubje& of politics, and all [cem
happy and cordial. Iha»e a grand dinner this week
a fupper of thirty or fD]t:;-‘ people on Twelfth-
day, &c.; fome concerts have taken place, fome

-
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halls are talked of; and even Maria would allow
( yet it 1s ungenerous to fay even [Vlaria) that the
winter fcene at Lanfanne is tolerably gay and active.
I fay nothing of the Severys, as Angletine has epif-
tolized Maria laft polt. She has probably hinted
that her brother meditates a (hort excurfion to
Turin: that worthy fellow Trevor has given him
a prefling invitation to his own houfe. In the begin-
ning of February 1 propofe going to Geneva for
three or four weeks. Tlhall lodge and eat with the
Neckers; my mornings will be . my own, and I
ihall fpend my evenings in the fociety of the place,
where I have many acquaintance, This fhort ab-
fence will agitate my f{tagoant life, and reltore me
with frefh appetite to my houfe, my library, and
my friends. Before that time (the end of February}
.what events may happen, or be ready to happen!
“The National Alfembly (compared to which the
former was a fenate of heroes and demi-gods)
feem refolved to attack Germany avec quatre mil-
lions de bayonettes libres; the army of the princes
muft foon either fight, or ftarve ; or conquer. Wil
Sweden draw his fword ? will Ruffia draw her
purfe? an empty purfe! Allis darkoels and anar-
chy : neither party is firong enough to oppofe a:
fetrlement; and I cannot fee a poffibility of an amic-
able arrangement, where there are no heads (in any
fenfe of cthe word) wha can anfwer for the multitude.
Send me your ideas, and thofe of Lord Guildford,
Lord Loughborough, Fox, &c.

Before I conclude, a word of my vexatious
affairs. — Shall I never fail on the fmooth fireany
of
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of good fecurity and half- yearly interéft ? will
every body refufe my money ? 1 had already wric:
ten to Darrel and Gofling to obey your commands,
and was in hopes that you had already made large
and falutary evacuations. During your abfence I
never expected miuch effect from the cold indiffers
ence of agents; but you are now in England —
you will be fpeedily in London: fec all your fee
ting -dogs to beat the field, hunt, inquire, why
fhould you not advertife ? Yet I am almoft athamed
to complain of fome ftagnation of intereft, when
I am witnefs to the natural and acquired philofophy
of {fo many French who ate reduced from riches;
not to indigence, but to abfolute want and beg-
gary. A Count Argout has jult left us, who pof-
feffed ten thoufand a year in the ifland of St. Do.
mingo ; he is uttetly burnt and ruined ; and a bio-
ther, whom he tenderly loved, has been murdered
by the negroes. Thele are real misfortunes. ¥
bave much revolved the plan of the Memoirs I
once mentioned; and ; as you do not think it ridi-
culous, I believe 1 fhall make an attempt: if I can
pleale myfelf, I am confident of not difpleafing 3
buc let this be a profound fecret between us: peos
ple mult not be prepared to laugh; they muft be
taken by furprife. Have you looked over your
or rather my, letters? Surely, in the courfe of the
year, you may find a fafe and cheap occafion of
fending me a parcel; they may affift me. Adieu.
I embrace miy Lady: fend me a favorable account
of her health.  1kifs the Marmaille. By 4n amaz-
ing pufh of remorfe and diligence I have fipifhed
VoL L S
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my letter (three pages and a half) this fame day
Gince dinner; but I have not time toread it. Ever
yours.
Half palt Six.
To the Same.
LausaNNE , Deceriber 31, 1991

T
To-mortow a new year, multos €5 felices !

E NOW moft fincerely repent of my late repent-
ance, and do almoft fwear never to renounce
the amiable and ufeful pradice of procraftination.
Had I delayed, as I was firongly tempted, another
poft, your miffive of the 13th, which did not reach
me till this morning (three mails were due), would
have artived in time, and I might have avoided
this fecond Herculean Iabor. It will be, however,
no more than an infant Hercules. ‘The topics of
converfation have been fully difcuffed , and I [hall
now confine myfelf to the needful of the new bu.
" finels. Felix fauflumgue fir! may no untoward ac-
cident difarrange your Yorkfhire mortgage; the
conclufion of which will place me in a clear and
eafy ftate, fach as I have never known fince the
firft hour of property. * * * *

The three per cents are fo bigh, and the country
isin fuch a damned ftate of profperity under that
fellow Pitt, that it goes againft me to purchafe at
fuch low intereft. In my vifit to England nextauntumn,
orin the fpring following, (alas! you mu/l acquielce
in the alternative,) 1 hope to be armed with fufficient
materials to draw a fum, which may be employed
as talte or fancy (hall dictate, in the improvememof

PENEEE T —
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iy library, a fervice of plate; &c. I am not very
fanguine, but furely this is no uncomfortable profpect.
This pecuniary detail , which has notindeed been {o
unpleafant as it ufed formerly to be, has carried me
farther than 1 expedted. Let us now drink and be
merry. tatter myfelf chat your Vadeira, improved
by 1ts travels, will fec forwards for Melirs. Romberg,
at Oftend, early in the fpring; and 1 fhould be very
well plealed if you could add a hoglhead of excellent
Claret, for which we {hould be entitled to the draw-
back: they mult haltat Bafle, and fend notice to me
for a lafeconduct. Have you had any intelligence
from [ ord Auckland about the wine which he was
to order from Bourdeaux, by Marfeilles and the
Rhoue ? The one need not impede the other 3 I
wilh ro have alarge ftock. Corea has promifed me a
hogfhead of his native Madeira, for which | am to
give him an order on Cadell foracopy of the Decline
and Fall: he vanifhed without notice, and is now
at Paris. Could you not fifh out his direcdtion by
Mrs. Wood, who by this time s in England ? [
rejoice in Lally’s profpenty. Have you reconfid-red
my propofal of a declaration of confticutional prin-
ciples from the heads of the party ? I think a focl (h
addrefs from a body of W higs to the Nationai A fema
bly renders it ftill more incumbent on you. Achieve
my worldly concerns, & eris mihii magnus dpolio,
Adien. Ever yours.

S 2
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To the Same.

Lausanxg, April 4th, 1792,

™
,_E* oR fear you fhould abufe me, as ufual, I will
begin the attack, and fcold at you, for not having
yet fent me the long-expedted mntelligence of the com-
pletion of my mortgage. Y ou had pofitively affured
me that the fecond of February would terminate my
wordly cares, by a confummation fo devoutly to
be wifhed. The news, therefore , might reach me
about the eighteenth; and I argued with the gentle
logic of lazinefs, that it was perfe@ly idle to anfwer
your letter, till I could chaunt a thank{giving fong
of gratitude and praife. As every polt difappointed
my hopes, the fame argument was repeatcd for the
next; and twenty empty-handed poftilions bhave
blown their infignificant horns, till 1 am provoked
a laft to write by fheer impatience and vexation,
F.icit indignatio verfum. Cofpeito di Baccho ; forl muft
eafe mylelf by {wearing a lictle. What is the caufe,
the meaning, the pretence, of this delay? Are the
Yorkfhire mortgagers inconftant in their wifhes?
Are the London lawyers conflant in their procrafti.
nation? Is a letter on the road, to inform me that
all is concluded, or to tell me that all is broken to
jeces? Had the money been placed in the three
per cents laft May ; befides the annual intereft , it
would have gained by the rife of {tock nearly twenty
per cent, Your Lordfbip is a wife man, a fuccefsful
writer, and an ufeful fenator; you underftand
America and Ireland, corn and flaves, but your
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prejudice againft the funds *’, in which I am often
tempted to join, makes you a little blind to their
increaling value in the hands of our virtuous and
excellent minifter. But our regretis vain; one pull
more and we reach the thore ; and our future correfs
pondence will be no longer tainted with bufinefs.
Shall I then be more diligent and regular? I hope
and believe fo; for now that I have got over this
article of wordly interelt, my letter feems to be
almoft finifhed. A4 propos of letters, am I not a fad
dog to forget my Lady and Maria ? Alas! the dual
number has been prejudicial to both. How happy
could I be with either, were t'other dear charmer
away. 1 am like the als of famous memory ; 1cannot
tell which way to turn firlt, and there I ftand mute
and immoveable. The Baronial and maternal dignity
of my Lady, fupported by twenty years friendlhip,
may claim the preference. But the five incomparable
letters of Maria! — Next week, however, — Am
I notafhamed to talk of next week ?

I have moft fuccefsfully, and molt agreeably, exe-
cuted my plan of {pending the month of Varch at
Geneva, in the Necker-houfe,, and every circum-
ftance that I had arrm’*ed turned out beyond my
expecntlon the freedom of the morning, the [ociety
of the table and !mw ing-room , from half an hour
palt two tlf fix or i‘"'*“n ; an evening affembly and
card party, in a round of the beft company, and,
cxcep:mg one day in the week , a private fupper of
free and friendly cr)nvezibtmn, You would like
Geneva better than Laufanne ; there is much more
information to be got among the men ; but though

S 3
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1 found fome agreeable women , their manners and
ftyle of life are, upou the whole, lefs eafy and pleas
fant thanoarown. I wasmuch pleafed with Necker’s
brother Vir. De Germany, a good bumored, polite,
fenfible man, without the genius and fame of the
ftatefman , but much more adapted for private and
ordinary happinefs. Madame de Stael is expected in
alew weeksat Copet, where they receive her, and
where, *to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey,” (he will
have leilure to regret ““ the pleafing anxious being,”
which fhe enjoyed amidft the {torms of Paris. But
what can the poor creature do ? her hufband is in
Sweden, her tover is no longer fecretary at war,
and her father’s houfe is the only place where fhe can
refide with the lealt degree of prudence and decency.
Of that father [ bavereally a much higher idea than
I ever had before; in our domeftic intimacy he caft
away his gloom and referve; 1faw a great deal of
his mind , and all that L {aw is fairand worthy. He
was overwhelmed by the hurricane , he miftook his
way 1in the fog, but i fuch a perilous fitnation, I
much doubt whether any mortal could have feen or
ftood. In the meanwhile, he is abufed by all parties,
and none of the French in Geneva will fet their foot
in his houfe. He remembers Lord Sheffield with
eftcem ; his bealth is good, and he would be tranquil
in his private life, were not his fpirits continually
wounded by the arrival of every letter and every
newipaper. His fympathy is deeply interefted by the
fatal confequences of a revolution , in which be had
acted fo leading a part; and he feels as a friend for
the danger of M, de Leffart, who may be guilty in
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the eyes of the Jacobins, oreven of hisjudges, by
thofe very actions and difpatches which would be
moft approved by all the lovers of his country. What
2 momentous event is the Emperor’s death! In the
forms of a new reign , and of the Imperial election,
the democrats have at leaft gained time,, if they knew
how to ufeit. But the new monarch, though of a
weak complexion, is of a martial temper; heloves
the foldiers , and is beloved by them ; and the How
fluctuating politics of his uncle may be fucceeded by
a direc line of march to the gates of Strafburgh and
Paris. It is the opinion of the malter movers in France,
(1 know it moft certainly, ) that their troops will not
fight, that the people have loft all fenfe of patriotifm,
and that on the firlt difcharge of aa Aufltrian cannon
the game is up. But what occafion for Auftrians or
Spaniards ? the French are themfelves their greateft
enemies ; four thoufand Marfeillois are marched
agaiolt Arles and Avignon, the froupes de ligne are
divided between the two parties, and the flame of
civil war will foon extend over the fouthern pro-
vinces. You have heard of the unworthy treatment
of the Swifs regimentof Erneft. The canton of Berne
has bravely recalled them, with a ftoutletter to the
King of France, which muft be inferted in all the
papers. I now come to the moft unpleafant article,
our home politics. Boflet and La Motte are con-
demned to five-and-twenty years imprifonment 1n
the fortrefs of Arbourg. We have not yet received
their official fentence, nor is it believed that the
proofs and proceedings againft them will be publifh-
ed; an awkward circumftance, which it does not
S 4
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feem eafly to jultify. Some (though none of note)
are taken up, feveral are fled, many more are fuf-

ected and fufpicious. All are filent, but it is the
filence of fear and difcontent; and the feeret hatred
which rankled againft government begins to point
againft the few who are known to be well affccied.
I never knew any place fo much changed as Lau-
fanve , even fince laft year; and though you will
not be much obliged to me for the motive, 1 begin
very ferioufly to think ef vifiting Sheffield-Place by
the month of September next. Yet here again I am
frightened, by the dangers of a French, and the
difficulties of a German, route. You muft fend me
au account of the paffage from Dieppe to Brighton,
with anitinerary ofth'e Rhine,diftances, expenfes, &c,
As ufual, L juft fave the poft, nor have [ time to
read my letter, which, after walting the morning
in deliberation, has been ftruck off in a heat fince
dinner. No news of the Vladeira.. Your views of
S. P. are juft received ; they are admired, and {hall
be framed. Severy has fpent the carnival at Turin,
*I'revor is only the beft man in the world.

o the Same.
LAusaNNE, May joth, 1792,

A PTER thereceipt of your penultimate, eight days
ago, I expected, with much impatience, the arrival
of your next-promifed epiflle. 1t arrived this morn.
ing , but has not completely anlwered my expeca-
tians. § wanted, and I hoped far a full and fair pics

s ea
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ture of the prefent and prnbable alpedt of your

political world, with which, at this diltance, I
feem every day lefs fausfied. In the {lave quellion
you trinmphed Jalt feflion, in this you ha\'e been

defeated. What is the caufle of this alteration ? If it
proceeded only from an impulfe of humanity, 1

cannot be difpleafed , even with an error; fiuce it 1s
very likely that my own vote ( had i poffeffed oune)
would have been added to the majority. But in this
rage againft flavery, in the numerous petitions again(t
the flave trade, was there no leaven of new demo-
cratical prmrm.u" no wild ideas of the rights and
natural equality of man ? lt is thefe, I fear. Some
articles in new{papers, fome pamphlets of the year,
the Jockey Club, have fallen into my hands. I do
not infer much from fuch publications; yet I have
never known them of fo black and malignant a caft.
I fhuddered at Grey’s motion ; difliked the half-
fupportof Fox , admired the firmnefs of Pitt’s decla-
ration, and excufed the ufual intemperance of Burke.
Surcly fuch men as #**%‘ %%%%%fﬁﬂm,#%*%k*‘-nﬂ,havc
talents for mifchief. I fee a club of reform which
contains fome refpectable names. Inform me of the
profeflions, the principles, the plans, the refources,
of thefe reformers. Will they heat the minds of the
people ? Does the French democracy gain no
ground ? Will the bulk of your party ftand firm to
their own intereft, and that of their country ? Will
you not take fome adive meafures to declare your
found opinions, and feparate yourfelves from your
yotten members? If you allow them to perplex

government, if you trific with this folemn bufinefs,
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if you do not refift the Ipirit of innovation in the firft
atrempt , if you admit the fmallelt and moft fpecious
change in our parhamentary fyfltem, you are loft.
You will be driven from one ftep to another; from
principles juflt in theory, to canfequences molt per-
nicious in practice; and your firlt concellions will
be produ&ive of every fubfequent mifchief, for
which yon will be anfwerable to your country and to |

pofterity. Do notfuffer yourfelves to be lulled tato a ‘-
falfe fecurity ; remember the proud fabric of the !
French monarchy. Not four years ago 1t flood E

founded, as it might feem, on the rock of time, '
force, and opinion, fupported by the triple ariftos |
cracy of the church, the nobility, and the parliaments. f
They are crumbled imto dult; they are vanifhed f
from the earth. If this tremendous warning has no
effet on the men of property in England; if it does ?
not open every eye , and raife every arm, you will |
deferve yourfate. If I am too precipitate, enlighten ;
if I am too defponding, encourage me.

My pen has run into this argument; for, asmuch
a foreigner as you think me, on this momentous
fubject, I feel myfelf an Englifiman.

The pleafure of refiding at Sheffield-Place is, after
all, the firft and the ultimate objeét of my vifit to
my native country. But when or how will that
wifit be effected? Clouds and whirlwinds, Aufltrian
Croats and Gallic. cannibals, feem on every fide to
impede my pallage. Youfeem toapprebend the perils
or difficulties of the German road, and French peace
is more fanguinary than civilized war. I muft pa:s
shrough, perhaps, a thoufand republics or munics

-
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palities, which neither obey nor are obeyed. The
firictnefs of paffports, and the popular ferment, are
much increafcd fince laft fummer: ariftocrate is in
every mouth, lanterns hang in every fireet, and a
halty word, or a calual refemblance, may be fatal.
Yet, on the ather hand, it 1s probable that many
Eoglith, men, women, and children, will traverfe
the country without any accident before next Sep-
tember; and [ am fenfible that many things appear
more formidable at a diftance than on a nearer
approach. Without any abfolute determination,
we mull {ee what the events of the next three or four
months will produce. In the mean while, I fhall
expe@ with impatience your next letter: let it be
fpeedy ; my anfwer f(hall be prompt.

Y ou will be glad, or forry, to learn that my gloomy
apprehenﬁons are much abated , and that my depar-
ture , whenever it takes place, will be an a& of
choice, rather than of neceffity. I do not pretend
to affirm, that fecret difcontent, dark fufpicion,
private animofity , are very materially affuaged ; but
wehave not experienced, nor do we now apprehend,
any dangerous acts of violence, which may compel
me to feek a refugeamong the friendly Bears *', and
to abandon my library to the mercy ofthe democrats.
T he firmuefs and vigor of government have crufhed,
atleaft for a time, the fpirit ofinnovation ; and I do
not believe that the body of the people, elpecially
the peafants, are difpofed for a revolution. From
France, praifed bethe demon of anarchy ! the infur-
gents of the Pays de Vaud could not at prefent have
sauch to hope; and (hould the gardes nationales , of
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swhich there is little appearance, attempt an incur-
fion, the country is armed and ptepared , and they
would be refilted with equal numbers and fuperior
difcipline. The Gallic wolves that prowled round
Genevaare drawn away, fome to the fouth and fome
to the north, and the late events in Flanders feem
to have diffufed a general contempt, as well as ab-
horrence, for the lawlefs favages, who fly before
the enemy, hang their prifoners, and murder their
officers. The brave and patient regiment of Erneftis
expected home every day, and as Berne will take
them into prefent pay, that veteran and regular corps
will add to the fecurity of our frontier.

I rejoice that we have {o little to fay on the fubje®
of worldly affairs. ¥ ¥ x x This fummer we are
threatened with an inundation, befides many name-
lIefs Englith and Irifh; but I am anxious for the
Duchefs of Devonfhire and the Lady Elizabeth
Fofter, who are on their march. Lord Malmibury,
the audacieux Harris, will inform you that he has
feen me : Aim [ would have confented to keep.

One word more before we part; call upon Mr. John
Nicholls, bookfeller and printer, at Cicero’s Head ,
Red- Lion- Paffage , Fleet-Street, and alk him
whether he did not, about the beginning of March,
receive avery polite letter from Mr. Gibbon of Lau-
fanne ? To which, either as a man of bulinefs or a
civil gentleman, he fhould bave returned an anfwer.
My application related to a domeftic article in the
Gentleman’s Magazine of Auguft 17883, ( p- 698,)
which had lately fallen into my hands, and concern-
ing which Irequefted fome farther lights. Mrs. Mofs

LD
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delivered the letters °* into my hands, butldoubt
whether they will be of much fervice to me; the
work appears far more difficult in the execution than
in the idea, and as I am now taking my leave for
fometime of the library, I (hall not make much pro-
grefs in the memoirs of P. P. till l am on Engllh
ground. But is it indeed true, that I {hall eat any
Suffex pheafants this autumn? The event 1s 1n the
book of Fate, and I cannot unrol the leaves of Sep-
tember and O&ober. Should I reach Shefficld-Place,
I hope to find the whole family in a perfect ftate of
exiftence, excepta certain [Vlaria Holroyd, my fair
and generous correfpondent, whofe annihilation on
proper terms I moft fervently defire. I muft receive
a copious anfwer before the end of next month, June,
and again call upon you for a map of your pelitical
world. The chancellor roars; does he break his
chain 2 Vale.

To the Same.
LAUusiANNE, Avguft 23d, 1792,

wg“v};JHEN I inform you, that the defign of my
Englifh expedition 1s at laft poftponed till another
year, you will not be much furprifed. The public
obftacles, the danger of one road, and the diffi-
culties of another, would alone be fufficient to
arreft fo unwieldy and ina&tive a being ; and thele
obflacles, on the fide of France, are growing cvery
day more infuperable. On the other hand, the
terrors which might have driven me from hence
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have , in a great meafure, fubfided; our ftate-pii.
foners are forgotten: the country begins to recovet
its old good humor and uofufpecting confidence ,
and the laft revolution of Paris appears to have
convinced almoft every body of the fatal confe.
quences of democratical principles, which lead b

a path of flowers into the abyfs of hell. 1 may
therefore wait with patience and tranquillity till
the Duke of Brunfwick fhall have opened the
French road. But if I am not driven from Lau.
fanne, you will alk, I hope with fome indignation,
whether I am not drawn to Fogland , and more
elpecially to Sheffield-Place ? The defire of embra-
cing you and yours is now the ftrongeft, and muft
graduvally become the fole, inducement that can
force me from my library and garden, over feas
and mountains. The Englifh world will ferget and
be forgotten, and every year will deprive me of
fome acquaintance, who by courtefy are fiyled
fricnds: Lord Guildford and Sir Jofbua Reynolds!
two of the men, and two of the houfes in London,
on whom I the moft relied for the comforts of
fociety.

September 12th, 1404

Thus far had T written in the full confidence
of finilhing and fending my Ietter the next poft:
but fix poft days have unaccountably flipped away,
and were you not accuftomed to my filence, yon
would almoft begin to think me on the road.
How dreadfully , fince my laft date, has the French
road been polluted with blood! and what horrid

T TR
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fcenes may be ading at this moment, and may
{till be aggravated, till the Duke of Bruofwick is
malter of Paris! On every rational principle of
calculation he muft fucceed; yet fomerimes, when
my {pirits are low, I dread the biind efforts of
mad  and de fperate mulutudes fighting on theic
own ground. A few days or weeks mult decide
the military operations of this year, and perbaps
for ever; but on the faireft fuppofition, I canrot
look forwards to any firm fettlement, either of a
legal or an abfolute government. I cannot pretend
to give you any Paris news. Should L inform you,
as we believe, that Lally is fiill among the cannibals,
you wou'd poffibly anfwer, that he is now [itting
in the léba'ﬂrv at Sheflield. Viadame de Stacl, after
miraculoufly efcaping through pikes and poniards,
has reached the caltle of Copet , where 1 fhall fee
her before the end of the week. If any thing can
provoke the King of Sardinia and the Swils,

mult be the foul deftru@ion of Ais coufin Madame
de Lamballe, and of tkeir regiment of guards. An
extraordinary coa;ucil is fummoned at Berne, bus
refeniment may be checked by prudence. In fpite of
Maria’s laughter, I applaud your moderation, and
figh for a hearty union of all the fenfe and pro-
perty of the country. The times require it; but
your laft political letter was a cordial to my fpirits.
The Duchefs of D. rather diflikes a coalition:
amiable creature! The Eliza (we call her Bels } is
furious againtt you for not wut]ngj We fhall lofe
them in a few days; but the motions of Befs and
the Duchefs for ltaly or England, are doubtful
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Ladies Spencer and Duncannon certainly pafs the
Alps. 1live with them. Adieu. Since I do not
appear in perfon, I feel the abfolute propriety of
writing to my Lady and Maria; but there is far
from the knowledge to the performance of a duty.
Hyver yours

do the Same,

LausaNNE, Oliober sth,y 1992,

LAS our Englilh newfpapers muft hav .
you of the mvafion of Savoy by the B rench, a
as it 15 pollfible that you may have fome triﬂnn,
apprehenfions of my being killed and eaten by thofe
cannibals , it has appea rn_’.d to me that a fhort ex=
traordinary difpatch might not be unacceptable on
this occafion. It is indeed true, that about ten
days ago the French army of the South, undet
the command of M. de Montefquien, (if any
French army can be faid to be under any command,)
has entered Savoy, and poffeffed themfelves of
Chamberry, Montmelian, and feveral other places.
It has always beecn the practice of the King of
Sardinia to abandon his tranfalpine dominions;
but on this occafion the court of Turin appears
to have been furprifed by the firange excentris
motions of a democracy,; which always acts from
the paflion of the moment; and their inferior troops
have retreated , with fome lofs and difgrace, into
the paffes of the Alps. Mount Cenis is now im-
pervious, and our Englifh travellers who are bound
for lealy , the Duchefs of Devonlhire, Ancafter, &e.
will

zd
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will be forced to explore a long. circuitous road
through the Tirol. But the Chablais is yet intact,
nor can our telefcopes dilcover the tricolor ban-
ners on the other fide of the lake. Qur accounts
of the Freach numbers feem to vary from fifteen
to thirty thoufand men ; the regulars are few,
but.they are followed by a rabble rout, which
mult foon, however, melt away, as they will
find no plunder, and fcanty fubfiftence, in the
poverty and barrennefs of Savoy. N. B. | have
juft feen a letter from Mr., de I\Iontcf]u:{.u who
boalts that at his firft entrance into Savoy he had
only twelve battalions. Our intelligence is far
from corred.

The magiltrates of Geneva were alarmed by this
dangerous neighbourhood , and more elpecially by
the well-known animofity of an exited citizen,
Claviere, who i1s one of the fix minifters of the
French republic. It was carried by a fmall majo-
rity in the General Council, to call in the fuccour
of three thoufand Swifs, which is ftipulated by
ancient treaty. The [rongeft reafon or pretence
of the minority, was founded on the danger of
provoking the French, and they feem to have
been juftified by the event; fince the complaint
of the French refident amounts to a declaration
of war. The fortifications of Geneva are not con-
temptible, elpecially on the fide of Savoy; and
it is much doubted whether Mr. de Montefquieu
is prepared for a regular fiege; but the malecon
tents are numerous withio the walls, and [ qu"&xc 1
whether the fpirit of ;the citizens will hold ont

Vor. L T
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againft a bombardment. In the mean while the
diet has declared that the firlt cannon fired againft
Geneva will be confidered as an a@ of hofiility
againft the whole Helvetic body. Berne, as the
nearelt and moft powerful canton, has taken the
lead with great vigor and vigilance ; the road is
filled with the perpetual fucceffion of troops and
artillery ; and, if fome difaffe®ion lurks in the
towns, the peafants, efpecially the Germans, are
inflamed with a firong defire of encountering the
murderers of their countrymen. Mr. de Watteville,
with whom you dined at my houfe laft year,
vefuled to accept the command of the Swifs fuc-
cour of Geneva, till it was made his firft inftruc-
tion that he fhiould never, in any cale, furrender
himfelf prifoner of war.

In this fituation, you may fuppofe that we have
fome fears. I have great dependence, however,
on the many chances in our favor, the valor of
the Swils, the return of the Piedmontefe with
their Aufltrian allies, eight or ten thoufand men
from the Milanele, a diverfion from Spain, the
great events (how flowly they proceed) on the fide
of Paris, the inconftancy and want of difcipline
of the French, and the near approach of the win.
ter fealon. I am not nervous, but I will not be rafh.
It will be painful to abandon my houfe and library ;
but, if the danger fhould approach, I will retreat
before it, firlt to Berne, and gradually to the
North. Should I even be forced to take refuge in
Lpgland (a violent meafure fo late in the year),
you would perhaps receive me as kindly as you
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do the French priefts—a noble a& of hofpitality !
Could I have forefeen this ftorm, I would have
been there fix weeks ago; but who can forefee
the wild meafures of the favages of Gaul? We
thought ourfelves perfectly out of the hurricane
latitudes. Adieu. Iam going to bed, and muft
rife early to vifit the Neckers at Rolle, whither
they have retired, from the frontier fituation of
Copet. Severy is on horleback, with his dra-
eoons: his poor father is dangeroufly ill. It will
be fhocking if it fhould be found neceffary to're-
move him. While we are in this very awkward
crifis, I will write at lealt every week. Ever yours,
Werite inftantly, and remember all my commiflions.

Zo the Same,

I wiLL keep my promife of fending you a weekly
journal of our troubles, that, when the piping
times of peace are reftored, [ may f{leep in long and
irreproachable filence : but 1 fhall ufe a fmaller
paper, as our military exploits will feldom be
{ufficient to fill the ample fize of our Englith quarto.

Ocober 13, 1792,

Since my laft of the 6th, our attack is not more
eminent, and our defence is moft affuredly {tronger,
two very important circumitances, at a time when
every day is leading us, though not fo faft as our
impatience could wifh, towards the unwarlike
month of November; and we obferve with plea~

fure that the troops of Mr. de Montefquieu, which
5 B
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are chiefly from the Southern Provinces, will not
cheerfully entertain the rigor of an Aapme winter.
The 7th inftant, Mr. de Chateauneuf, the French
refident, took hlb leave with a haughty mandate,
commanding the Genevois, as they valued their
fafety and the friendfhip of the republic, to difmifs
their Swifs allies, and to pumfh the m1g|ﬁrates
who had tralterouﬂy propofed the calling in thefe
foreign troops. It is precifely the fable of the
wolves , who offered to make peace with the
fheep, provided they would fend away their dogs.
You know what became of the fheep. This de-
mand appears to have kindled a juft and general
indignation, finge it announced an edié of pro-
icnpmm ; and muft lead to a democratical revo-
luston, which would probably renew the horrid
fcenes of Paris and Avigon. A general affembly
of the citizens was convened, the meflage was
read, fpeeches were made, oaths were taken, and
it was refolved (with only three diffentient voices)
to live and die in the defence of their country,
The Genevois mufter above three thoufand well.
armed citizens ; and the Swils, who may eafily
be increafed (in a few hours) to an equal number,
add fpirit to the timorous, and confidence to the
well-affected : their arfenals are filled with arms,
their magazines with ammunition, and their gra-
paries with corn. But their fortifications are ex-
tenfive and mmperfect, they are commanded from
two adjacent hills; a French faction lurks in the
city, the charadter of the Genevois is rather com.
mercial than oulitary, and their behaviour, lofty
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promife, and bafe furrender, in the year 1782, is
frefh in our memories. In the mean while, 4900
French at the moft are arrived in the neighbour-
ing camp, nor is there yet any appearance of
mortars or heavy artillery. - Perhaps a haughty
menace may be repelled by a firm countenance.
If it were worth while talking of jultice, what a
{hameful attack of a feeble, unoffending ftate! On
the news of their danger, all Switzerland, from
Schaffboufe to the Pays de Vaud, has rifen in arms;
and a French refident, who has paffed through
the country , in his way from Ratifbon, declares
his intention of informing and admonifhing the
National Convention. About eleven thoufand
Bernois are already pofted in the neighbourhood
of Copet and Nyon; and new reinforcements of
men, artillery, &c. arrive every day. Another army
is drawn together to oppofe Mr. de Ferrieres, on
the fide of Bienne and the bifhopric of Bafle; and
the Auftrians in Swabia would be eafily perfuaded
to crofs the Rhine in our defence. But we are
yet ignorant whether our {overeigns mean to wage
an offenfive or defenfive war. 1f thelatter, which is
more likely, will the French begin theattack ? Should
Genoa yield to fear or force, this country 1s open
to an invafion; and though our men are brave,
we want generals; and I defpife the French much
lefs than I did two months ago. It fhould feem
that our hopes from the King of Sardinia and the
Auftrians of Milan are faint and diftant; Spain
fleeps ; and the Duke of Brunfwick (amazement!)
feems to have failed in his great project. Kor my
T 3
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part, till Geneva falls, I do not think of a retreat:
but, at all events, I am provided with two firong
borfes, and a hundred Louis in gold. Zurich
would be probably my winter quarters, and the
fociety of the Neckers would make any place
agreeable. Their fituation is worfe than mine: I
have no daughter ready to lie in; nor do I fear
the French ariftocrats on the road. Adieun. Keep
my lerters; excufe contradidtions and repetitions.
‘The Duchefs of Devonfhire leaves us next week.
Lady Elizabeth abhors you. Ever yours.

o the Same.

Ocdober 20, 1793,

Smcn my lalt , our affairs take a more pacific
turn ; but 1 will not venture to affirm that our
peace will be either fafe or honorable. Mr. de
Montefquieu and three commiffioners of the con-
vention , who are at Carrouge , have had frequent
conferences with the magiftrates of Geneva;
feveral expreffes have been difpatched to and from
Paris, and every ftep of the negotiation is com-
municated to the deputies of Berne and Zurich.
The French troops obferve a very tolerable de-
gree of order and difcipline ; and no a& of hoftility
has yet been committed on the territory of Geneva.

October 27.
My ufual tempes very readily admitted the ex.
cufe, thatit would be better to wait another week,
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¢ill the final fettlement of our affairs, The treaty
is figned between France and Geneva; and the
ratification of the Convention is looked upon as
affured, if any thing can be aflured in that wild
democracy. On condition that the Swils garrifony
with thie approbation of Berne and Zurich, be
recalled before the firft of December, it is ftipu-
lated that the independence of Geneva fhall be
preferved inviolate ; that Mr. de Montefquicu fhall
immediately fend away his heavy artillery, and that
no Freiich troops fhall approach within ten leagues
of the city. As the Swifs have acted only as auxi-
liaries, they have no occafion for a direct treaty;
but they cannot prudently difarm, till they are
fatisfied of the pacific intentions of France; and
no fuch fatisfation can be given till they have

“acknowledged the new republic, which they will

probably do in a few days, with a deep groan of
indignation and forrow ; it has been cemented with
the blood of their countrymen! But when the
Emperor, the King of Pruffia, the firt geoneral,
and the firlk army in Europe have failed, lels pow-
erful ftates may acquiefce, without difhonor, In
the determination of fortune. Do you underftand
this moft unexpected failure? 1 will allow an am-
ple fhare to the badnefs of the roads and the
weather, to famine and difeafe, to the kill of
Dumourier, a heaven-born general! and to the
enthufiaftic ardor of the new Romans; but fill,
fill there muft be fome fecret and fhameful caunfe
at the bottom of this firange retreat. Weare now
delivered from the impending terrors of fiege and

T 4
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invafion. The Geneva emigrés particularly the
Neckers, are haftening ¢o their homes; and I fhall
not be reduced to the hard neccflity of fecking a
winter afylum at Zurich or Conflance: but | am
not pleafed with our future profped@s. It is much
to be feared that the prefent government of Geneva
will be foon modelled after the French fafhion;
the new republic of Savoy is forming on the op-
pofite bank of the Lake ; the Jacobin miffionaries
are powerful and zealdus; and the malecontents
of this country, who begin [Again to rear their
heads, will be furrounded with temptations, and
examples, and allies. 1 know not whether the Pays
de Vaud will long adhere to the dominion of
Berne; or whether I (hall be permitted to end my
days in this little paradife, which I have fo happily
{uited to my tafte and circumfances.

Laft Monday only I received your letter, which
had firangely loitered on the road fince its date of the
29th of September. There muft furely be fome difor-
der in the pofts, fince the Eliza departed indignant at
never having heard from you.

The cafe of my wine [ think peculiarly hard: to Iofe
my Madeira, and to be fcolded for lofing it. 1 am
much indebted to Mr. Nichols for his genealogical
communications, which I am Impatient to receive ;
butIdonotunderftand why {o civila gentlemancould
not favor me, in fix months, with an anfwer by the
poft: fince he intrufls me with thefe valuable papers,
you have not, I prefume, informed him of my negli.

i A
genee and a

wkwardnefs 1n reeard to manufcripts,
o I
Y our reproach rathey furprifes me, as fuppofe'l am

&

i
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much the fame as I have been for thefe laft twenty
vears. Should youhold your refolution of writing on-
ly fuch things as may be publifhed at Charing. Crofs,
our future correfpondence would not be very inter-
efting. But I expectand require, atthis important cri-
fis, a full and confidential account of your views con-
cerning England, Ireland, and France. You havea
ftrong and clear eye; and your pen is, perhaps, the
moft ufeful quill that ever has been plucked from a
goofe. Your protedion of the French refugees is
bighly applauded. Roffet and La Motte have efca-
ped from Arbourg, perhaps with connivance to avoid
difagreeable demand$ from the republic, Adieu,
Ever yours.

Zo the Same.

November 10, 1792.

-E;?‘ ECEIVED this day, November gth, a moft ami-
able difpatch from the too humble fecretary *** of the
family of Efpée ', dated O&ober 24th, whichl an-
iwer the fame day. It will be acknowledged, that I
have fulfilled my engagements with as much accuracy
as our uncertain flate and the fragility of human na-
ture would allow. I refume my narrative. At the time
when we 1magined that all was fettled, by an equal
treaty between two fuch unequal powers, as the Ge-
neva Flea and the Leviathan France, we were thun-
derftruck with the intelligence that the minifters of
the republic refufed to ratify the conditions; and they
were mdignant, with fome color of reafon, at the
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hard obligation of withdrawing their troops to the

diftanceof ten leagues, andof co. \!'eqvwntlyleavmqthf‘
Pays de Gez naked, and expoled to the Swifs, who
had affembled 15,000 men on the frontier, and with
whom they had not made any agreement. The mef-
fenger who was fent laft Sunday from Geneva is not
yet returned; and many perfons are afraid of fome
defign and danger in this delay. Montefquieu has ac.
ted with politencfs, moderation, and apparent fince-
rity ; but he may refign, he may be fuperfeded, his
place may be occupied by an enragé, by Servan, or
Prince Charles of Heffe, who would afpire to imitate
the predatory fame of Cuftine in Germany. In the
mean while, the General holds a wolf by the ears; an
officer who has feen his troops, about 18,000 men
(with a tremendous train of artillery), reprefentsthem
asa black, daring, defperate crew of buccaneers.rath-
er [hocking than contemptible; the officers (fcarce-
ly a gentleman among them), without fervants, or
horfes, or baggage, lying higgledy piggledy on the
ground with the common men, yet maintaining a
rough kind of difcipline over them, They already
begin to accufe and even to fulpect their general, and
call aloud for blood and plunder: could they have
an opportunity of fqueezing fome of therich citizens,
Geneva would cut up as fat as moft towns in Europe.
During this fufpenfion of hoftilities they are permit-
ted to vifit the city without arms, fometimes three
or four hundred at a time; and the magiftrates, as
well as the Swifs commander, are by no means pleafed
with this dangerous intercourfe, which they darenot
prohibit. Such are our fears: yet it fhould feem on
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the other fide, that the French affe®t a kind of mag-
nanimous juftice towards their little neighbour, and
that they are not ambitious of an unprofitable conteft
with the poor and hardy Swifs. The Swifs are not
equal to a long and expenfive war; and as moft of
our militia have familiesand trades, the country alrea-
dy fighs for their return. Whatever can be yielded,
without abfolute danger or difgrace, will doubtlefs
be granted; and the bufinefs will probably end in cur
owning the fovereignty, and trufting to the good
faith of the republic of France : how that word would
have founded four years ago! The meafure is humili-
ating ; but after the retreat of the Duke of Brunfwick,
and the failure of the Aufirians, the fmaller powers
may acquiefce without difhonor. Every dog has his
day; and thefe Gallic dogs have their day, at leaft, of
moft infolent profperity. After forcing or tempting
the Pruffians to evacuate their country, they conquer
Savoy, pillage Germany, threaten Spain: the Low
Countries are now invaded; Rome and Italy trem-
ble; they fcour the Vlediterranean, and talk. of fend-
ing a fquadron into the South Sea. The whole horiz-
on is fo black, that I begin to feel fome anxiety for
England, the laft refuge of liberty and law ; and the
more fo, as perceive from Lord Sheffield’s lalt epiftle
that hisfirm nerves are a little fhaken : but of this more
in my next, forI want to unburden my confcience.
1f England, with the experience of our happinefs and
French calamities, fhould now be feduced to eat the
apple of falfe freedom, we (hould indeed deferve to
be driven from the paradife which we enjoy. 1turn
afide from the horrid and improbable (yet notimpof-
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fible) fuppofition, that, in three or four years’ time,
mylelf and my beft friends may be reduced to
the deplorable ftate of the French emigrants: they
thought it as impoffible three or four vears ago.
Never did a revolution affed, to fuch a degree,
the private exiftence of fuch numbers of the firft
people of a great country: your examples of
mifery I could eafily match with fimilar examples
in this country and the neighbourhood ; and our fym.
pathy is the deeper, as we do not poflefs, like you, the
means of alleviating, in fome degree, the misfortunes
of the fugitives. But I muft have, from the Very ex-
cellent pen of the Maria, the tragedy of the Arch-
bithop of Arles; and the longerthe better. Madame
de Biron has probably been tempted by fome faine
and ([ fear) fallacious promifes of clemency to the
women, and which have likewife engaged Madame
d’Agueflean and her two daughters to revifit France.
Madame de Bouillon ftands her ground, and her fi-
tuation as a foreign princefs is lefs expofed. AsLord
3. bas affumed the glorious charader of protector of
the diftrefled, his name is pronounced with gratitude
and refpe&. The D. of Richmond is praifed, on Ma-
dame de Biron'’s account. To the Princefs d’Henin,
and Lally, 1 wifh to be remembered. The Neckers
cannot venture into Geneva, and Madame de Stael
will probably lic in at Rolle. Heis printing a defence
of the King, &c. againft their republican Judges; bug
the name of Necker is unpopular to all parties, and I
much fear that the guillotine will be more fpeedy than

the prefs. It will, however, be an eloquent perfor-

maiee; and, if I find an opportunity, 1 am to fen

o

faa

(1)

o
you ong, toyou Lotrd S, by his particular defire : h
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wilhes likewife to convey fome copies with [peed to
our principal people, Pitt, Fox, Lord Stormont, &c.
But {uch is the rapid fucceffion of events, that it will
appear like the Pouvoir Exécutif, his beft work, after
the whole fcene has heen totally changed. Ever
yOUI‘S.

P, 8. The revolution of France, and my triple dif-
patch by the fame poft to Sheffield-Place, are, in
my opinion, the two moft fingular events in the
eighteenth century. Ifound the talk fo ealy and
pleafant, that I had fome thoughts ofadding a let-
ter to the gentle Louifa. Iam this moment infor-
med, that our troops on the frontier are begin-
ning to move, on their return home ; yet we hear
nothing of the treaty’s being concluded.

Epwarp GiBBON Efg. to the Hon Mifs HoLrOYD.

LAUSANNE, Nov. 10/ 1792

IN difpatching the weekly political journal to Lord
S. my con{cience (for I have fome remains of confci-
ence) molt powerfully urges me to falute, with fome
lines of friend(hip and gratitude, the amiable fecretas
ry, who might fave herlelf the trouble of a modelt
apology. I havenotyet forgotten our different beha.
viour after the much lamented feparation of O&ober
the 4th. 1791, your meritorious punétuality, and my
unworthy filence. 1 have fiill ibefore me that enter-
taining narratuve, which would have interefted me,
not only in the progrefls of the cariffima familia, but in
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the motions of a Tartar camp, or the march of a cara-
van of Arabs; the mixture of jufl obfervation and }i-

imagery, the {trong fenfe of a man, expreffed
with the eafy elegance of a female. I ftil recollect
with pleafure the happy comparifon of the Rhine,
who had heard fo much of liberty on both his banks,
that he wandered with mifchievous licentioufnefs
over all the adjacent meadows "**. The inundation,
alas! has now fpread much wider; and itis fadly to
be feared thatthe Elbe, the Po, and the Danube, may
imitate the vile example of the Rhine: 1 fhall be con-
tent, however, if our own Thames f{ill preferves his
fair character, of

Strong without rage, without o'erflowing full.

Thefe agreeable epiltles of Maria produced only
fome dumb intentions, and fome barren remorfe ; nor
have I deigned, except by a brief miffive from my
chancellor, to exprefs how much 1loved the author,
and how much I was pleafed with the compofition.
"That amiable author I have known and loved from
the firlt dawnmg of her life and coquetry, to the pre-
fent maturity of her talents; and as long asI remain
onthis planet, I fhall purfue, with the fame tender and
even anxious concern, the future fieps of her eftab-
lilhment and life. That eftablilhment muft be fplen-
did; that life muft be happy. She is endowed with
every gift of nature and fortune ; but the advantage
which fhe will derive from them, depends almoft en-
tirely on herfelf. You muft not, you fhall not, think
yourfelf unworthy to write to any man: there is none
Yrhom your correfpondence would not amufe and fa-
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fattisfy. I will not undertake a tafk, which my tafte
would adopt, and my indolence would too foon re-
linquifh; butl amreally curious, from the belt mo-
tives, to havea particularaccount of your own ftudics
and daily accupation. What booksdo youread? and
how do you employ your time and your pen? Ex-
cept fome profeffed fcholars, I have often obferved
that women in general read much more than men;
but, for want of a plan, a method, a fixed objed,
their reading is of little benefit to themfelves, or
others. If you will inform me of the fpecies of rea-
ding to which you have the moft propenfity, 1 fhall
be happy to contribute my fhare of advice or affift-
ance. I lament that you have not left me fome monu-
ment of your pencil. Lady Elizabeth Fofter has exe-
cuted a very pretty drawmq taken from the door of
the green-houfe where we dined laft fummer, and in-
cluding the poor Acacia (now recovered from the
cruel fheers of the gardener), the end of the terrace,
the front of the Pavilion, and a diftant view of the
country, lake, and mountains. Iam almoft reconci-
led to d’Apples’ houfe, which is nearly finifhed. In-
ftead of the monfters which Lord Hercules Sheffield
extirpated, the terrace is already fthaded with the newr
acaciasand plantanes; and although the uncertainty
of poffgflion reftrains mwe from building, 1 myfelf
have planted a bofquet at the bottom of the garden,
with fuch admirable {kill that it affords fhade without
intercepting profpect. The fociety of the aforefaid
Eliza, commonly called Befs. of the Duchefs of D. &c.
has been very interefting ; buc they are now flown
beyond the Alps, and pals the winter at Pifa, The
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Legards, who have long fince left this place, fhould
be at prefent in Italy ; but I believe Mrs. Grimftone
and her daughter returned to England. The Levades
are highly flattered by your remembrance. Since
you ftill retain fome attachment to this delightful
country, and it is indeed delightful, why thould you
defpair of feeing it once more? The happy peer or
commoner, whofe name you may alfume, is ftill con-
cealed in the book of fate; but, whofoever he may
be, he will cheerfully obey your commands, of lea-
ding you from ———— Caltle to Laufanne, and from
Laufanne to Rome and Naples. Before that event
takes place, I may poffibly fee you in Suffex; and,
whether as a vifitor ora fugitive, I hope to be wel-
comed witha friendly embrace. The delay of this year
was truly painful, but it was inevitable; and indivi-
duals muft fubmit to thofe Rorms which have overtur-
ned the thrones of the earth. The tragic flory of the
Archbifhop of Arles 1 have now fomewhat a better
right to require at your hands. I wifh to have it in all
its horrid details "** ; and as you are now {o much
mingled with the French exiles, I am of opinion, that
were you to keep a journal of all the authentic facts
which they relate, it would be an agreeable exercife
at prefent, and a future fource of entertainment and
inftruétion.
1fhould be obliged to you, ifyou would make, or
find, fome excule for my not acfwering a letter from
your aunt, which was prefented to me by Mr. Fow.
lIer. 1 thowed him fome civilities, but he is now a
poorinvalid, confined to his room. By her channel
and yours I fhould be glad to have fome information
of
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of the health, fpirits, and fituation of Mrs, Gibbon
of Bath, whofe alarms (if he bas any) you may difpel.
She isin my debt. Adieu; moft truly yours.

Epwarp Giesox Efg. to the Right Hon,
Lady SHEFPFIELD.

LavsaNNE, November 1oth, 1792.

I COULD never forgive myfelf, wereI capable
of writing by the fame poft, a political epiitle to the
father, and afriendly letter to the daughter, with-
out fending any token of remembrance to the re-
fpe@able matron, my deareft Lady, whom I have

now loved as a fifter for fomething f_nt er or worfe

than. twenty years. No ,z 1deed , the hiftorian may
be carelefs, he may be indolent, he may always

intend and never execute, but he 1s neither a
moufter nor a ftatue; he has a memory, a confcience,
a heart, and that heart is fin
Lady S —. Hemultevenacl

of afophifm which ‘ue has fo
always and molt trul . Lt
of a family are ﬂrmi united , the writing to one
fact writing to all ; ;md
merous letters to the hull
equally addrefied to bis wife. He feels, on the contrary,
that feparate minds have their diftinét ideas and fen-
timents, and that each charadter, either in fpeaking
or writing, bas its peculiar tone of converittion.
He agrees with the maxim of Roulleau, that three
friends who wifth to difclofe a common fecret,

Vor. L V

cerely devoted to

&

at confequently all his nu-

M av B ~anfliderad ae
1d, may 0e conlidered as
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will impart it only deuz @ deuz; and he is fatisfied
that, on the prefent memorable océafion, each of
the perfons of the Sheffield family will claim a pe.
culiar fhare in this triple miffive, which will com-
municate, however, a triple fatisfaction. The ex«
perience of what may be effected by vigorous refo-
lution , encourages the hiftorian to hnpe that he
fhall caft the fkin of the old ferpent, and hereafter
fhow himfelf as a new creature.

I lament, on all our accounts, that the laft year’s
expedition to Laufanne did not take place in a
golden period, of health and fpirits. But we muft
refleé, that human felicity is feldom without als
loy; and if we cannot indulge the hope of your
making a fecond vifit to Laufanne, we muft look
forwards to my refidence next fummer at Sheffield-
Place, where I mult find you in the full bloom of
health, fpirits, and beauty. 1 can perceive, by all
public and private intelligence, that your houfe
has been the open holpitable afylum of French
fugitives; and itis a fufficient proof of the firmnefs
of your nerves, that you have not been overwhel-
med or agitated by fuch a concourfe of ftrangers.
Curiofity and compaflion may, in fome degree,
have fupported you.. Every day has prefented to
vour view fome new fcenf: of that firange tragical
}omancc, which occupies all Europe f(x infinitely
beyond any event that has happened in our time,
and you have the fatisfaction of not being a mere
fpectator of the diftrels of fo many victims of falfe
hiberty. ‘The benevolent fame of Lord 8, is widely
diffufed.
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From Angletine’s lalt letter to Viaria, you have
already fome idea of the melancholy ftate of her
poor father.  As long as Mr. de Severy allowed
our hopes and fears to fuctuate with the changes
of his diforder, 1 was unwilling to fay any thing
on fo painful a fubjects and it is with the deepelt
concern that I now coufefs our ablolute defpair of
his recovery. All his particular complaints are
now loft in a general diffolution of the whole frame;
every principle of life is exhaufted, and as often
as 1 am admitted to his bed- fide, though he fill
jooks and [miles with the patience of an angel, I bave
the heart. fele grief of feeing him each day draw-

ing nearer to the term of his'exiftence. A few
ill deprive me of a

weeks, poflibly a few days, will
moft excellent friend, and break for ever the molt
perfect fyltem of domeftic happinels, in which I
had fo large and intimate a {hare. Wilhelm (who
has obtained leave of abfence from his military duty)
and his Giter bebave and feel like tender and dutis
ful children; but they have a long gay profpeét
of life, and new connexions, new families will make
them forget, in due time, the common lot of mors=
talicy. But it s Madame de Severy whom I truly
pity; 1 dread the effe@s of the firlt fhock, and 1
dread [ill more the deep perpetual confuming afflic-
tion for a lofs which can never be retrieved, You
will not wonder that fuch refiections {fadden my
own mind, nor can I forget how much my fitua-
tion is altered fince 1 retired, nine years ago, to
the banks of the Leman Lake. The death of poor
Deyverdun firlt deprived me of a domeltic com-
. V 2
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panion, who can never_be fupplied; and your vifie
has only ferved to remind me that man, however
amufed and occupied in his clofet, was not made
to live alone. Severy will foon be no more, his
widow for a long time , perhaps for ever, will be
Ioft to herfelf and her friends, the fon will travel ,
and 1 fhall be left a franger in the infipid circle of
mere common acquaintance. The revolution of
Fraoce , which firlt embittered and divided the
fociety of Laufanne, has oppofed a barricr to m

Suffex vifit, and may finally expel me from the pa.
radife which I inhabit. Even that paradife , the
expenfive and delightful eflablifhment of my houfe,
library, and garden, almoft becomes, an incum-
brance , by rendering it more difficult for me to
relinquith my hold, or to form a new fyftem of
life in my native country, for which my income,
though improved and improving, would be pro-
bably infufficient. But every complaint fhould be
filenced by the contemplation of the French; com-
pared with whofe cruel fate, all mifery is relative
bappinefs. I perfectly concur in your partiality for
Lally; though Nature might forget fome meaner
ingredients, of prudence , economy, &c. fhe never
formed a purer heart, or a brighter imagination.
If he be with you, 1 beg my kindeft falutations to
him. lam every day more clofely united with the
Neckers. Should France break, and this country
be over-run, they would be reduced, in very
bumble circumftances, to feek a refuge ; and where
but in England? Adien, dear Madam , there is,
indeed, much pleafure in difcharging one’s heart
to areal friend. Ever yours,
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Epwarp GisBowN Zfg. to the Right Hon,
Lord SHEFFIELD.

{Send me a Lift of thefe Letters; with
their refpective dates. ]

LAUSANNE, Nov. 25th, 1792

AFTER the triple labor of my laft difpatch,
your experience of the creature might tempt you
to fufpect that it would again relapfe into a long
flomber. But, partly from the fpirit of contradic-
tion, (though I am not alady, and partly from the
eale and pleafure which I now find in the talk,
you fee me again alive, awake and almolft faithful to
my hebdomadal promife. The laft week has not,
however, afforded any events deferving the notice
of a hiftorian. Qur affairs are ftill floating on the
waves of the convention, and the ratification of
a corrected treaty, which had been fixed for the
twentieth, is not yet arrived; but the report of the
diplomatic committee has been favorable, and it
is generally underftood that the leaders of the
French republic do not wifh to quarrel with the
Swifs. We are gradually withdrawing and difband-
ing our militia. Geneva will be left to fink or
fwim, according to the humor of the people ; and
our laflt hope appears to be, that by fubmiffion and
good behaviour we fhall avert for fome time the
impending ftorm. A few days ago an odd acci-
dent happened in the French army; the defertion
of the general. As the Neckers were fitting, about

Vi3
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eizht o'clock in the evening, in their drawing-room
at Rolle '** thedoor flew open, and they wereaftoun.
ded by their fervant’s announcing Monfieur le Gérié-
ral de Montefguieu? On the receipt of fome fecret in.
telligence of a décret d'accufation, and an order to ay-
vet bim, he had only time to get on horfeback, to gal-
lop through Geneva, to take boat for Copet, and to
efcape from his purfuers, who were ordered to [eize
him alive or dead. He left the Neckers afcer fupper,
paflfed through Laufanne in thenight, and proceeded
to Berne and Bafle, whence he intended to wind his
way through Germany, amidit enemies of every de-
fcription, and to feek arefuge in England, America,
or themoon. He told Necker, that the fole remnant of
bis fortune confified in a wretched fum of twenty
thoufand livres; but the publicreport, or fufpicion,
befpeaks him in much better circumftances. Befides
thereproach of acting with too much tamenels and de-
lay, heis accufed of making very foul and exorbitant
contracts ; and itis certain that new Sparta isinfected
swith this vice, beyond the example of the moft cor-
rupt monarchy. Kellerman is arrived, to take the com.
mand; and itisapprehended thaton the firftof Decem-
ber, after the departure of the Swifs, the French may
requefl the permiffion of ufing Geneva, a friendly city,
for their winter-quarters. In that cafe, the democrati.
cal revolution, which we all forefee, will be very
fpeedily effected.

Iwould afk you, whether youapprehend there was
any treafon in the Duke of Brun{wick’s retreat, and
whether you have totally withdrawn your confidence
and efteem from that once-famed general ? Willit be
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poflible for England to preferve her neutrality with
any honor or fafety ? Weare bound, as lunderftand,
by treaty, to guarantee the dominions of the King of
Sardinia and the Auftrian provinces of the Nether.
lands. Thele countries are now invaded and over.run
by the French. Can we refufe to fulfil our engage-
ments, without expofing ourfelves to all Europe asa
perfidious or pufillanimous nation ? Yet, on the other
hand, can we aflift thofe allies, without plunging
headlong into an abyfs, whofe bottom no man can
difcover ? But my chief anxiety is for our domeltic
tranquillity;for I muftfinda retreatin England, (hould
I be driven from Laufanne. The idea of firm and ho-
norable union of parties pleafes me much; but you
muft frankly unfold whatare the great difficulties that
may impede {o falutary ameafure: you write to a man
difcreet in fpeech, and now careful of papers. Xet
what can fuch a coalition avail ? Where is the cham-
pion of the conltitution ? Alas, Lord Guildford! L
am much pleafed with theManchefter Afs. Theafles
or wolves who facrificed him have caft off the mafk
too foon; and fuch a nonfenfical act muft open the
eyes of many fimple patriots, who might have been
led aftray by the {pecious name of reform. It thould
be made as notorious as poflible. Next winter may
be the crifis of our fate, and if you begin to improve
the conllitution, you may be driven ftep by ftep from
the disfranchifement of old Sarum to the King in
Newgate, the Lords voted ufelefs, the Bifhops abo-
lihed, and a Houfe of Commons without articles
{ fans culortes). Necker has ordered you a copy of his
toyal defence, which has met with, and deferved, unz-

V4
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verfal fuccefls. The pathetic and argumentative parts
are, in my opinion, equally good, and his mild elo.
quence may perfuade without irritating. [ have ap~
plied to this gentler tone fome verfes of Ovid, (Vle.
tamorph. L iii. 302, &c. **7) which you may read.
Madame de Stael has produced a fecond fon, She talks
wildly enough of vifiting England this winter. She is
a pleafant little woman. Poor Severy’s condition is
hopelefs. Should he drag throughthe winter, Madame
de S. would fcarcely furvive him. She kills herfelf
with grief and fatigue, whata differencein Laufanpe!
I hope triple anfwers are on the road. I muft write

foon; the times will not allow me to read or think,
2 [
Lveryours, |

Lo the Same.
LAusANNE , Dac. 14th, 1792,

OUR little ftorm has now completely fubfided,
and we are again {pectators , though anxious fpe@a-
tors, of the general tempeft that invades or threatens
almolt every country of Europe. QOur troops are
every day difbanding and returning home, and the
greateft part of the French have evacuated the neigh.
boarhood of Geneva. Monficur Barthelemy, whom
you have feen fecretary in London, is moft conr.
teoully entertained , as ambaffador, by the Helvetic
body. Heis now at Berne, wherea diet will fpecdify
be convened ; the language on both fides is now
pacific, and even friend!_v, and fome hopes are
given of a provifion for the officers of the Swils
guards who have furvived the maflacres of Paris,




TO LORD SHEFFIELD, AND OTHERS. 297

January 1ft, 1793.

WitH the return of peace I haverelapfed into my
former indolence; but now awakening, after a fort-
night’s flumber, Ihave little or nothing toadd, with
regard to the internal ftate of this country, only the
revolution of Geneva has already taken place, as [
announced , but fooner than 1 expected. The Swifs
troops had no fooner evacuated the place, than the
Egalifeurs , as they are called, affembled in arms;
and as no refiltance was made, no blood was (hed on
the occafion. They feized the gates, difarmed the
garrifon, imprifoned the magiftrates, imparted the
rights of citizens to all the rabble of the town and
country, and proclaimed a Nationa!/ Convention,
which has not yet met. They are all for a pure and
abfolute democracy ; but fome wifh to remain a
fmall independent {tate, whilft others afpire to be-
come a part of the republic of France; and as the
latter,, though lefs numerous, are more violent and
abfurd than their adverfaries, it is highly probable
that they will fucceed. The citizens of the beft families
and fortunes have retired from Geneva into the Pays
de Vaud; but the French methods of recalling or
profcribing emigrants, will foon be adopted. You
mult have obferved, that Savoy is now become Z
département du Mont Blane. 1 cannot fatisfy myfelf,
whether the mafs of the people is pleafed or difpleafed
with the change; but my noblefcenery is clouded by
the democratical afpe&@ of twelye leagues of the
o r'\o,;te coaft, which every morning obtrude them-
felves or' my view. 1 here conclude the firft part of
the hiftory of our Alpine troubles, and now confider
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myfelf as difengaged from all promifes of periodical
writing. Upon the whole, I kept it beyond our
expectation ; nor do I think that you have been
fufficiently aftonifhed by the wonderful effort of the
triple difpacch.

Youmuft now fucceed tomy talk, and 1 fhall ex-
pect, during the winter, a regular political journal
of the events of your greater world. You are on the
theatre , and may often be behind the fcenes. You
can always fee, and may fometimes forefee. My
own choice has indeed tranfported me into a foreign
land; butI am truly attached, from intereft and
inclination, to my native country; and even as a
citizen of the world, I wifh the ftability of England,
the fole great refuge of mankind, againft the oppofite
mifchiefs of defpotifm and democracy. 1 wasindeed
alarmed , and the more {o, as [ faw that you were
not without apprehenfion; but I now glory in the
triumph of reafon and genuine patriotifm, which
{eems to pervade the country ; nor do I diflike fome
mixture of popular enthufialm, which may be requi-
fite to encounter our mad or wicked enemies with
equal arms. Thebehaviour of Fox does not furprife
me. You may remember what1l told you laft year at
Laufanne, when you attempted his defence, that
* * S e s B S o *
You have now crufhed the daring [ubverters of the
conftitution; but I now fear the moderate well-
meaners , reformers. Do not, Ibefeech you, tam-
per with parliamentary reprefentation. The prefent
houfe of commons forms, in practice, a body of
gentlemen , who mufl always fympathize wich the
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interefts and opinions of the people; and the flightelt
innovation launches you , without rudder or com-
pafs , on a darkand dangerous ocean of theoretical
experiment. On this fubject 1 am indeed ferious.
Upon the whole , I like the beginning of ninety-
shree better than the end of ninety-two. Theillufion
feems to break away throughout Europe. I think
England and Switzerland are fafe. Brabant adheres to
its old conftitution. The Germans are difgufted with
the rapine and infolence of their deliverers. The Pope
is refolved to head his armies, and the Lazzaroni of
laples have prefented St. Januarius with a gold
fuzee, to fire on the Brigands Francois. So much for
politics,, which till now never bad fuch pofleflion of
my mind. Next poft 1 will write about myfelf and
my own defigns. Alas, your poor eyes! make the
Maria write; 1will (peedily anfwerher. My Ladyis
ftill dumb. The @erman pofts are now flow and
irregular. You hadbetter write by the way of France,
under cover. Dire& to Le Gitoyen Reboursa Pontar-
lier , France. Adieu; ever yours.

To the Same.

LAUSANNE, January 6th, 1793.

THERB was formerly 2 time when our correfpon-
dence was a painful difcuffion of my private affairs ;
a vexatious repetition of lofles, of difappointments,
of fales, &c. Thele affairs are decently arranged:
but public cares have now fucceeded to private
anxicty, and our whole attention is lately turned
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from Lenborough and Beriton, to the political Rate
of France and of Europe. From thefe politics, howa
ever , one letter fhall be free, while I talk of my felf
and of my own plans ; a fubject moft interefing 1o a
friend, and only to a friend.

I know not whether 1 am forry or glad that my
expedition has been poftponed to the prefent year.
Itis true, that I now wifh myfelf in England , and
almolft repent that I did not gralp the opportunity
when the obftacles were comparauvely fmaller than
they are now likely to prove. Yet had I reached you
laft fummer before the month of Augult, a cone
fiderable portion of my time would be now elapfed,
and I fhould already begin to think of my departure,
If the gout (hould fpare me this winter, (and as yet
Ihavenotfelt any fymptom, ) and if the (pring hould
make a foft and early appearance, it is my intention
to be with you in Downing.firggt before the end of
April, and thus to enjoy fix weeks or two mounths
of the moft agreeable feafon of London aad the neigh.
bourhood, after the hurry of parliament is fubfided,
and before the great rural difperfion. As the banks
of the Rhine and the Belgic provinces are completely
overfpread with anarchy and war, 1 have made u
my mind to pafs through the territories of the French
republic. From the beft and moft recent information,
I am fatisfied that there is little or no real danger in
the journey; and I muftarm myfelf with patienceto
fupport the vexatious infolence of democratical
tyranny. 1 have even a fort of curiofity to {pend
fome days at Paris, to affift at the debates of the
Pandemonium, to feck an introdudion to the prin-
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cipal devils, and to contemplate a new form of public
and private life, which never exifted before, and
which I devoutly hope will not long continue to
exift. Should the obRtacles of health or weather con-
fine me at Laufanne till the month of May, I fhall
fcarcely be able to refift the temptation of paffing
fome part at lealt of the fummer in my own little
paradife. But all thefe fchemes muft uitimately de-
pend on the great queltion of peace and war , which
will indeed be fpeedily determined. Should France
become impervious to an Englifh traveller, what
muft I do? 1 {hall not eafily refolve to explore my
way through the unknown language and abominable
roads ofthe interior parts of Germany, to embark in
Holland, or perhaps at Hamburgh, and to be finally
intercepted by a Frenchprivateer. My ftay in England
appears not lefs doubtful than the means of tranf-
porting myfelf. Should I arrive in the fpring , ‘it is
poflible, and barely. poffible, that I fhould return
here in the autumn : it is much more probable that I
fhall pals the winter, and there may be even a chance
of my giving my own country a longer trial. In my
letter to my Lady Ifairly expofed the decline of Lay-
fanne ; butf{uch aneltablithment as mine muftnot be
lightly abandoned ; nor can I difcover what adequate
mode of life my private circumftances, eafy as they
now are, could afford me in England. London and
Bath bave doubtlefs their refpective merits, and I
could wilh to refide within a day’s journey of Shef-
ficld-Place. But a ftate of perfe@ happinefs is not to
be found here below ; and in the poffeflion of my
library, houfe, and garden, with the relicks of oyr
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fociety , anda frequent intercourfe with the Neckers,
1 may f{till be tolerably content. Amongthedifalirous
changes of Laufanne , I muft principally reckon the
approaching diffolution of poor Severy and hisfamily.
He is ftill alive, but in fuch a hopelefs and painful
decay, that we no longer conceal our wifhes for his
fpeedy releafe.- I never loved nor efteemed him fo
much asin this laft mortal difeafe, which he fupports
with a degree of energy , patience, and even cheer-
fulnefs , beyond all belief. His wife , whofe whole
time and foul are devoted to him, is almoft finking
under her long anxiety. The children are moft amia.
bly afliduous to both their parents, and, atall events,
his filial duties and worldly cares mult detain the fon
fome time at home. ]

And now approach, and let me drop into your

; 3 : i i

moft private ear a litera ry fecret. Of the Wlemoirs g
little has been done, and with that little I am not

¢

fatisfied. They mult be pofiponed till a mature
{feafon; and 1 much doubt whether the book and the
Author can ever fee the light at the fame time. ButI
have long refolved in my mind another fcheme of
biographical writing : the Lives, or rather the
Characers . of the moft eminent Perfons in Arts and
Arms, in Church and State , who have flourifhed
in Britain from the reign of Henry the Eighth to the
prefent age. This work, extenfive as it may be,
would be an amufement, rather than a toil: t}u,
materials are acceflible in our own language, and,
for the moft part, ready to my hands: but the fab1ecr, '
which would afford a rich difplay of human nature
and domeftic hiftory, would pewe A.'-.T;*- Irefsitlelf




TO LORD SHEFFIELD ; AND OTHERS. 303

to the feelings of every Englihman. The tafte or
fathion of the times feems to delight in piurefque
decorations ; and this feries of Britifh portraits might
aptly be accompanied by the refpective heads, taken
from originals, and engraved by the beft malters.
Alderman Boydell, and his fon-in.law, Mr. George
Nicol, bookfeller in Pallmall, are the great under-
takers in thisline. On my arrival in England I fhall
be free to confider, whether it may fuit me to proceed
in a mere literary work without any other decorations
than thofe which it may derive from the pen of the
Author. It is a ferious truth, thatIam no longer
ambitious of fame or money ; that my habits of in-
duftry are much impaired, and that I have reduced
my ftudies, to be the loofe amufement of my morning
hours, the repetition of which will infenfibly lead
me to the laft term of exiftence. And for this very
reafon I fhall not be forry to bind myfelf by a liberal
engagement, from which I/may not with honor
recede.

Before I conclude, we muftfay a word or two of
parliamentary and pecuniary concerns. 1. We all
admire the generous fpirit with which you damned
the affaffins **. I hope that ***** The opinion
of parliament in favor of Louis was declared n a
manner worthy of the reprefentatives of a great and
awife nation. It will certainly havea powerful effect;
and if the poor King be not already murdered, 1am
fatisfied that his life is in fafety : butis fuch a life
worth his care ? Our debates will now become every
day more interefting ; and as] expe from you only
opinions and anecdotes, I moft earneftly copjure
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you to fend me Woodfall's Regifter as often (and
that muft be very often) as the occafion deferves it.
Inow fpare no expenfe for news.

] want fome account of IVIrs. G.’s health. Will my
Lady never write ? How can people be fo indolent !
I fuppofe this will find you at Sheffield - Place during
the recefs, and that the heavy baggage will not
move till after the birth - day. Shall 1 be with you by
the firft of May? The Gods only know. Ialmoft
wifh that 1 had accompanied Madame de Stael.
Ever yours.

To the Same.

Begun Feb. g, — ended Feb. 13, 1963,

!

T HE [truggle is at length over, and poor de
Severy 1s no more ! He expired about ten daysago,
after every vital principle had been exhaufted by a
complication-of diforders, which had lafted above
five moaths : and a mortification in one of his legs,
that gradually rofe to the more noble parts, was the
immediate caufe of his death. His patience and even
cheerfulnefs fupported him to the fatal moment;
and he enjoyed every comfort that could alleviate his
fituation, the (kill of his phyficians, the affiduous
tendernefs of his family, and the kind fympathy not
only of his particular friends, buteven of common
acquaintance, and generally of the whole town. The
firoke has been feverely felt: yetlhave the fatisfac.
tion to perceive that Madame de Severy’s health is
nog¢ affected ; and we may hope that in time (he will

' recover
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recover a tolerable fhare of compofure and happinefs,
Her firmnels has checked the violent fallies of grief ;
her gentlenefs has preferved her from the worlt of
{fymptoms, a dry, filent defpair. She loves to talk
of her irreparable lofs , fhe defcants with pleafure on
his virtues; her words are interrupted with tears,
but thofle tears are her beft relief; and her tender
feelings will infenlibly fubfide into an affectionate
remembrance. Wilhelmis much more deeply wound-
ed than [ could imagine, or than he expected himfelf:
nor have L everfeen the affliction of a fon more lively
and fincere. Severy was indeed a very valuable man :
withoutany (hining qualifications, he wasendowed
in a high degree with good fenfe, honor, and bene-
volence ; and few men have filled with more propriety
their circle 1 private life. For myflelf, I have had
the misfortune of knowing him too late, and of
lofing bim too {oon. — But enough of this melan.
choly fubject.

The affairs of this theatre, which muft always
be minute , are now grown fo tame and tranquil ,
that they no longer deferve the hiltorian’s pen.
The new conftitution of Genevais flowly forming,
without much noife or any bloodfhed; and the
patriots, who have ftaid in bopes of guiding and
reftraining the multitude, flatter themielves that
they fhall be able at lealt to prevent their mad
countrymen from giving themf{elvesto the French,
the only mifchief that would be ablolutely icre-
trievable. The revolution of Geneva is of lefs con-
fequence to us, however, than that of Savoy; but
our fate will depend on the general event, rather

Vor. L X
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than on thefe particular caufes. In the mean while
we hope to be quiet fpedators of the Rruggle of
this year ; and we feem to have affurances that both
the Emperor and the French will compound for
the neutrality of the Swils. The Helvetic body
does not acknowledge the republic of France ; but
Barthelemy, their ambaflador, refides at Baden ,
and fteals, like Chauvelin, into a kind of extra-
official negotiation. All fpirit of oppofition is quel-
led in the Canton of Berne, and the perpetual
banifhment of the * * family has fcarcely excited
a murmur. It will probably be followed by that of
* % % ¥ *:thecrime alledged in their fentence
1 the baving aflifted at the federation-dinner at
Rolle two years ago; and as they are abfent, ¥
could almoft wilh that they had been fummoned
to appear, and heard in their own defence. To
the general fupinenefs of the inhabitants of Lau-
fanne I mult ablcribe, that the death of Louis the
Sixteenth has been received with lefs horror and
indignation than 1 could have wifhed. I was much
tempted to go into mourning, and probably fhould,
had the Duchefs been flill here; but, as the only
Englihman of any mark, I was afraid of being
fingular; more efpecially as our French emigrants,
either from prudence or poverty, do not wear
black, nor do even the Neckers. Have you read
bis difcourfe for the King ? It might indeed fuper-
fede the neceflity of moursing. 1 fhould judge
from your laft letter, and from the diary, that the
Freach declaration of war muflt have rather fur-
prifed you. I wilh, although 1 know not how it
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could have been avoided ; that we might ftill have
continued to enjoy our fafe and profperous neutra-
lity. You will not doubt my belt wifhes for the
deftruction of the mifcreants; but I love England
ftill more than I hate France. All reafonable chan-
ces are in favor of a confederacy, fuch as was
never oppoled to the ambition of Louis the Four-
teenth ; but, after the experience of lalt year, 1 dif-
trult reafon, and confels myfelf fearful for the event.
The French are ftrong in numbers, a&ivity, enthu-
fiafm; they are rich in rapine; and, although their
ftrength may be only that of a phrenzy fever,they
may do infinite mifchief to their neighbours before
they can be reduced to a firait wailtcoat. I dread
the effects that may be produced on the minds of
the people by the increafe of debt and taxes, pro-
bable lofles, and poflible mifmanagement. Our
trade muft fuffer; and though projecis of invafion
have been always abortive, I cannot forget that
the fleets and armies of Europe have failed before
the towns in America, which kave been taken
and plundered by a handful of Buccaneers. Iknow
nothing of Pitt as a war minifter; but it affords
me much fatisfaction that the tntrepld wifdom of the
new chancellor *** is introduced into the cabinet. I
wifh , not merely on your own account, that you
were placed in an active, ufeful Rtation in government.
1 fhould not diflike you fecretary at war.

1 have little more to fay of myfelf, or of my journey
to England: you know my intentions, and the great
events of Europe muft determine whether they can
be carried into execution this fummer, If ***** has

X z
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warmly adopted youridea, I fhallfpeedily hear from
him ; but, in truth, I know not what will be my
anfwer: Ifeedifficulties which at fir(t did not occur:
I doubt my own perfeverance, and my fancy begins
to wander into new paths. The amufement of reading
and thinking may perhaps fatisfy a man who has paid
his debt to the public; and there is more pleafure
in building caftles in the air than on the ground. I
fhall contrive fome fmall affiftance for your corre-
fpondent , though I cannotlearn any thing that dif-
tinguifhes him from many of his countrymen; we
have had our full fhare of poor emigrants : but if you
wifh that any thing extraordinary fhould be done
for this man, you muftfend me a meafure. Adicu.
1 embrace my Lady and Maria, as alfo Louifa, if with
you. Perhaps I may foon write, without expecling
an anfwer. Ever yours.

To the Same. X

LAvusANNE , April2y, 1793.

MY deareflt Friend, for fuch you moft truly are,
nor does there exilt a perfon who obtains, orfhall
ever obtain, a fuperior place in my eRleem and
affection.

After too long a filence I was {itting down to write,
when, only yelterday morning (fuch 1s now the
irregular flownefs of the Englifh poft ), I was fuddenly
firuck , indeed ftruck to the heart, by the fatal in-
telligence *** from Sir Henry Clinton and Mr. de
Laliy. Alas! what is life, and what are our hopes
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and projects! When I embraced her at your depar-
ture from Laufanne, could Iimagine that it was for
the Ialt time ? when I poftponed to another fummer
my journey to England , cou]d I apprehend that I
never, never fhould fee her again ? [ always hoped
that the would fpin her fceb]e thread to a long dura.
tion, and that her delicate frame would furvive (as
is often the cafe) many conflitutions of a flouter
appearance. In four days! inyour abfence, in that
of her children! But fheis now at relt; and if there
be a future life , her mild virtues have furely entitled
her to the reward of pure and perfect felicity. Itis
for you that I feel, and I canjudge of your fentiments
by comparing them with my own. Ihave loft, it is
true, an amiable and affectionate friend , whom I
had known and loved above three and-twenty years,
and whom loften ftyled by the endearing name of
filter. But you are deprived of the companion of
your life, the wife of your choice, and the mother
of your children; poor children ! the livelinefs of
IMaria, and the foftnefs of Louifa, render them almoft
equally the objedls of my tendereft compaffion. 1do
not wifh toaggravate your grief; but, in the fincerity
of friend(bip, I cannot hold a different language. I
know the impotence of reafon, and I much fear that
the {trength of your chara&er will ferve to make a
fharper and more lafting impreffion.

T he only confolation in thefe melancholy trials to
which human life is expofed , the only one at leaftin
which I have any confidence ; is the prefence of a
real friend; and of that, as far as it depends on
mylelf, you fhall not be deflitute. I regret the few

X 3
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days that muft be loft in fome neceffary preparations;
but [ truft that to - morrow fe’'nnight { May the fifth}
I thall be able to fet forwards on my journey to Eng-
land; and when this letter reaches you, I fhall be
confiderably advanced on my way. As it is yet
prudent to keep at a relpectful diftance from the
banks of the French Rhine, 1 fhall incline a lictle to
the right, and proceed by Schaffhoufe and Stutgard
to Frankfort and Cologne : the Auftrian Nether.
lands arenow open and fafe, and I am fure of being
able atleaft to pafs from Oftend to Dover; whence,
without paffing through London, I fhall purfue the
direct road to Sheffield- Place. Unlefs I (honld meet
with fome unforefeen accidents and delays, lhope,
before the end of the month to fhare your folitude,
and fympathize with your grief. All the difficulties
of the journey , which my indolence had probably
magnified, have now difappeared before a fironger
paffion ; and you will not be forry to hear, that, as
far as Frankfort to Cologne , 1 fhall enjoy the advan.
tage of the fociety, the converfation, the German
language, and the active affiltance of Severy. His
attachment to me is the fole motive which prompts
him to undertake this troublefome journey; and as
foon as he has feen me over the rougheft ground,
he will immediately return to Laufanne. The poor
young man loved Lady S. asa mother, and the whole
family is deeply affected by an event which reminds
them too painfully of their own misfortune. Adieu.
1 could write volumes, and fhall therefore break off
abruptly. 1fhall write on the road , and hope to find
a few lines pofle reflante at Frankfort and Bruofiels.
Adieu’; ever yours,
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To the Same.
My DEAR FRIEND. LausaNNE, May 1%93.

E must write a few lines before my departure,
though indeed [ fcarcely know what to fay. Nearly
atortnight has now elapfed fince the firlt melancholy
tidings , without my having received the {lightelt
fubfequent accounts of your healch and fituation.
Your own filence announces too forcibly how much
you are involved in your feelings; and 1 can but
too eafily conceive that a letter to me would be more
painful than to an indifferent perfon. But thatami-
able man Count Lally might furely have written a
fecond time; but your fifter, who is probably with
you; but Maria! — alas! poor Maria! I am left
in a flate of darknefls to the workings of my own
fancy , which imagines every thing that is fad and
fhocking. What can I think of for your relief and
comfort? 1 will not expatiate on thofe common.
place topics, which have never dried a fingle tear;
but let me advife , let me urge you to force yourfelf
into bufinels , as I would try to force myfelf into
ftudy. The mind muft not beidle ; ifitbe not exer-
cifed on external objects, it will prey on its own
vitals. A thoufand little arrangements, which muoft
precede a long journey, have pofiponed my depar-
ture three or four days beyond the term which I had.
§irlt appointed ; but all is now in order, and I fet
off to - mOIrow , the ninth inftant, with my valet de :
chambre, a courier on horfeback, and Severy, with
his fervant, as far as Frankfort. I calculate my arrival
X4
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at Shefficld-Place (how T dread and defire to fea
that manfion!) for the firlt week in June, foon after
ghis letter; but [ will try to fend you fome later
intelligence. 1 never found myfelf fironger, or in
berter health. The German road is now cleared,
both of enemies and allies, and though I muft expect
fatigue, 1 bave not any apprehenfions of danger.
It is fcarcely poffible that you fhould meet me at
Frankfort, but I (hall be much difappointed at not
finding a line at Bruffels or Oftend. Adieu. Ifthere
be any invifible guardians,, may they watch over you
and yours! Adieu. ;

o the Same.

FRANKFORT , May 19th, 1993.

AND here I am in good health and fpirits, after
one of the eafieft, fafelt, and pleafantelt journies
which I ever performed in my whole life; not the
appearance ofan enemy , and hardly the appearance
ofa war. Yec I hear, as [ am writing, the cannon of
the diege of Mayence, at the diftance of twenty
miles ; and long, very long, will it be heard. It is
confelled on all fides, that the French fight with a
courage worthy of a better caufe. The town of May.
ence is ftrong, their artillery admirable; they are
already reduced to horfe-flefh, butthey have ftill the
refource of eating the inhabitants, and atlaft of eating
one another ; and, if that repaft could be extended
to Paris and the whole country , it might effentially
contribute to the relief of mankind. Our operations
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are carried on with more than German flownefs,
and when the befieged are quiet, the befiegers are
perfe@ly fatisfied with their progrefs. A fpirit of
divifion undoubtedly prevails ; and the chara&er of
the Pruffians for courage and difcipline 1s funk lower
than you can poflibly imagine, Their glory has expi-
red with Frederick. 1 am forry to have miffed
Lord blgin, who is beyond the Rhine with the King
of Pruffia. As Iam impatient, Ipropofe fetting for-
wards to-morrow afternoon, and fhall reach Oftend
10 lefs than exght days. The paffage muft depend on
winds and packets; and 1 hope to find at Brufiels or
Dover a letter which will dire& me to Sheffield-Place
or Downing-Street. Severy goes back from hence.
Adieu: I embrace the dear girls, Ever yours.

To the Same.
BrusseLs, May 24th, ‘1993,

THIS day, between two and three o'clock in the
afternoon, I am arrived at this place in excellent
prefervation My expedition, which is now drawing
toa clofe, has been a journey of perfeverance rather
than {peed, of fome labor fince Frankfort, but with-
out the fmalleft degree of dlfﬁculty ordanger Asl
have every morning been feated in the chaife foon
after fun-rife, 1 propofe indulging to-morrow till
eleven o’clock, and going that day no farther than
Ghent. On Wednefday the 29th inflant I fhall reach
Oftend in good time, juft eight days, according to
my former reckoning, from Frankfort. Beyondthat
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I can fay nothing pofitive ; but fhould the winds be
propitious, it is poffible that [ may appear next
Saturday, June firlt, in Downing Street. Afterthat
earlielt date. you will expe@ me day by day till I
arrive. - Adien. Tembrace the dear girls, and falute
Mrs. Holroyd. 1 rejoice that you have anticipated
my advice by plunging into bufinefs; but | fhould
now be forry if that bufinefs, howeverimportant,
detained uvs long in town I do not with to make a
public exhibition, and only figh to enjoy you and
the precious remnant in the folitude of Sheffield=
Place. Ever yours.

If I am fuccefsful I may outfrip or accompany
this letter. Your’s and Maria’s waited for me here,
and over-paid the journey,
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TH B preceding Letters intimate that, in return
for my vifit to Laufannein 1791, Mr. Gibbon engaged
to pafs a year with me in England ; that the war
having rendered travelling exceedingly inconves
nient, efpecially to a perfon who, from his bodily
infirmities, required every accommodation , pre-
vented his undertaking fo formidable a journey at
the time he propofed. :
The call of friendthip, however, was fufficient
to make him overlook every perfonal confideration,
when he thought his prefence might prove a confola-
tion. I muft ever regard it as the moft endearing
proofof hisfenfibility , and ofhis poffelling the true
fpiric of friend(hip, that after having relinquifhed the
thoughtofhisintended vifit, he haftened to England,
in fpite of increafing impediments , to foothe me by
the moft generous {fympathy, and to alleviate my
domefticaffli¢tion ; neither his great corpulency, nor
his extraordinary bodily infirmities, norany other
confideration, could prevent him a moment from
refolving on an undertaking that might have deterred
the moft active young man. He, almoft immediately,
with alertnefs by no means natural to him,undertook
a great circuitous journey, along the frontlers ofan
enemy , worfe than favwge within the found of
their cannon, within the range of the light troops of
the different armies, and throughroads ruined by the
enormous machinery of war.
The readinefs with which he engaged in this kind
office of friendfhip, ata time when afelfifh fpirit might
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have picaded a thoufand reafons for declining fo
hazardous a journey, confpired , with the peculiar
charms of his fociety to render his arrival a cordial to
my mind. L hadthe fatisfaction of finding that his own
delicate and precarious health had not [uffered in the
fervice of his friend, a fervice in which he difregarded
his own perfonal infirmities. He arrived inthe begin-
ning of Juneat my houfe in Downing Street, fafe and
in good dealth; and after we had paffed about a month
together in London, we fettled at Sheffield-Place for
the fummer; where his wit, learming, and cheerful
politenefs delighted a great variety of characers.
Although he was inclined to reprefent his health as
better than it really was, his habitval diflike to mo.
tion appeared to increale; his inaptnels to exercife con-
fined him to the library and dining-room, and there
he joined my friend Mr. Frederick North, in plea-
fantargumentsagainft exercife in general He ridicu.
led the unfettled and reftlefs difpofition that fammer,
the moft uncomfortable, as he faid, ofall feafons, ge-
nerally gives to thofe who have the free ufe of their
limbs, Such arguments were little required to keep
fociety within doors, when his company was only
there to be enjoyed; for neither the finenefs of the
feafon, nor the moft promifing parties of pleafure,
could tempt the company of either fex to defert him.
Thofe who have enjoyed the fociety of Mr. Gib.
bon will agree with me, that his converfation was
4till more captivating than his writings., Perhaps no
man ever divided time more fairly between literary
labor and focial enjoyment ; and hence, probably, he
derived his peculiar excellence of making hisvery ex.




tenfive knowledge contribute, in the highelt degree,
to the ufe or pleafure of thofe with whom he conver-
fed. He united, in the happieft manngr imaginable,
twa characters which are not often found in the fame
perfon, the profound fcholarand the fafcinating com-
panion.

It would be fuperfluous to attempt a very minute
delineation ‘of a character which is fo diltinctly mar-
ked in the Memoirs and Letters. He has defcribed
himfelf without referve, and with perfect fincerity.
The Letters, and efpecially the extracts from the
Journal, which could not have been wricten with any
purpofe of being feen, will make the reader perfectly
acquainted with the man.

Fxcepting a vifit to Lord Egremont and VMr. Hay.
ley, whom he very particularly efteemed, Mr Gib-
bon was not abfent from Sheffield Place till the begin-
ning of O&ober, when we were reluctantly obliged
to part with him, that he might perform bis engage-
ment to Virs. Gibbon at Bath, the widow of his fa-
ther, who had early deferved, and invariably retained,
his affection. From Bath he proceeded to Lord Spen-
fer’s at Althorp, a family which he always met with
uncommon fatisfaction. He continued in good healch
during the whole fummer, and in excellent fpirits (I
never knew him enjoy better); and when he went
from Sheffi=ld-Place, little did I imagine it would be
the laft time I fhould have the inexpreflible pleafure
of feeing him there in full poffeffion of health.

The few following fhort letters. though notimpor-
tant in themfelves, will fill up this part of the narra.
tive better, and more agreeably, than any thing 1 can
fubltitute in their place.
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Epwarp Gir N Efg. to the Riglit Hon. Lord
SHEFPIELD.

October 2d, 1493

THE Cork Street hotel has anfwered its recom-
mendation ; 1t is clean, convenient, and quiet. My
firlt evening was paffed at home in a very agreeable
#¢te-a-tele with my friend Elmfley. Yelterday 1 dined
at Craufurd’s with an excellent fet, in which were Pel-
hamand Lord Egremont. I dineto-day with my Por-
tuguefe friend, Madame de Sylva, at Grenier’s ; moft
probably with Lady Webfter, whom I metlaft night
at Devonfhire-Houfe; aconfiant, though late, refore
of fociety. The Duchefs isas good, and Lady Eliza.
beth as feducing, asever. No news whatfoever. You
will fee in the papers Lord Harvey’s memorial. Ilove
vigor, but it is furely a ftrong meafure to tell a gen-
tleman you have refolved to pafs the winter in his
houfe. London is not difagreeable; yet I {hall pro-
bably leave it Saturday. If any thing fhould occur,
I will write. Adieu; ever yours.

o the Same.

SUNDAY afternoon I left London and Iay at Rea-
ding, and Monday in very good time I reached this
place, after a very pleafant airing ; and amalways fo
much delighted and improved, with this union of
eafe and motion, that, were not the expenfe encrmous,
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I would travel every year fome hundred miles,
more elpecially in England. I paffed the day with
Mrs. G. yefterday. In mind and converfation fhe is
jult the fame as twenty years ago. She has (pirits, ap-
petite, legs, and eyes, and talks of living till ninety ***.
I can fay from my heart, Amer. We dine at two,
and remain together till nine; but, although we have
much to fay, I am not forry that fhe talks of introdu.
cing a third or fourthactor. Lord Spenfer expeds me
about the 20th; but if I can do it without offence, I
fhall fteal away two or three days fooner, and you
fhall have advice of my motions. The troubles of
Briftol have been ferious and bloody. I know not
who was in fault; butldo notlike appeafing the mob
by the extin@ion of the toll. and the removal of the
Hereford militia, who had done their duty, Adieu.
The girls muft dance at Tunbridgre. What would
dear little auntfay 1f I was to anfwer herletter ? Ever
yours, &c.

York-House, BATH,

O&ober gth, 1793.

1 full follow the old {tyle, though the Convention
has abolifhed the Chrifhian era, with months, weeks,
days, &c.

To the Same,
' YorK.Housg, BATH, O&:ber 13th, 1793.
IANI as ignorant of Bath in general as if I were ftill

at Sheflield. My impatience to get away makes me
think it becter to devote my whole time to Mis. G.;
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and dear lictle aunt, whom I tenderly falute, will exs
cufe me to her two friends, Vrs. Hartley and Prefton,
if 1 make little or no ufe of her kind introduction. A
téte-a-téte of eight or nine hours every day is rather
difficult to fupport; yet I do affure you, that our
converfation flows with more eafe and {pirit when we
are alone, than when any auxiliaries are fummoned
to our aid. She is indeed a wonderful woman,
and I think all her faculties of the mind fronger, and
more active, than I have ever known them. 1 bave
fettled, that ten full days may be fufficient for all the
purpofes of our interview. Ifhould therefore depart
next Friday. the eighteenth inftant, and am indeed
cxpeded at Althorpe on the twentieth; but I may
poffibly reckon without my hoft, asIhavenotyetap-
prized Mrs. G. of the term of my vifit; and will cer-
tainly not quarrel with her for a fhort delay. Adieu. L
muft have fome political fpeculations. The campaign,
atleaft on our fide, feems to beat an end. Everyours.

t

To the Same.
ALTHORP LIBRARY, Tuefday, four o’clock.

WE have fo completely exhaufted this morning
among the firft editions of Licero, that I can mention
only my departure hence to-morrow, the fixth n-
ftant. I fhall lie quietly at Woburn, and reach Lon-
don in good time Thurfday. By the following polt I
will write fomewhat more largely. My fay in Lon-
don will depend, partly on my amufement, and your

being fixed at Sheffield-Place; unlefs you think I can
be
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be comfortably arranged fora week ortwo with yen
at Brighton. The military rerrarks feem good; but
now to what purpofe ? Adicu. I embrace and much
rejoice in Louifa’s improvement. Lord Offory was
from heme at Farning-\W cods.

To the Same,
LoNpoN, Friday, Nov. gth, four o’clock.

‘W ALPOLE has juft delivered yours, and I haften
the direction, that you may notbeat a lofs. I will
write to-morrow, but lam now fatigued, and rather
unwell. Adieu. Ihave notfeen afoul except Elm{ley.

4o the Same,
ST. JAMES’S-STREET, Nov. gth, 1793:

As1 dropt yefterday the word unweil, I flatter my-
felf that the family would have been a little alarmed
by my filence to-day. Iam ftill awkward, though
without any fufpicions of gout, and have fome idea
of having recourfe to medical advice. YetIcreep out
to-day in a chair, to dine with Lord Lucan, Butas it
will be literally my firlt going down [tairs, and as
fcarcely any oneis apprized of my arrival, I know no-
thing, I have heard nothing, 1 have nothing to fay.
My prefentlodging, ahoufe of Elmf{ley’s, is cheerful,
convenient, fomewhat dear, but not fo much asa
hotel, a fpecies of habitation for which I have not con-
ceived any great affection. Had you been fationary
at Sheffield, you would have feen me before cthe twen-
Vou. L, Y
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tieth; for I am tired of rambling, and pant for my
home; that is to fay, foryour houfe But whether1fhall
have courage to brave * * * *and a bleak down,
time only can difcover. Adieu. I wifh you back to
Shefhield Place The health of dear Louifa is doubtlefs
the firlt objec; but I did not expe& Brighton after
Tunbridge. Whenever dear little aunt is feparate
from you, I fhall certainly write to her; but at pre-
fent how is it poffible ? Everyours.

To the Same, at Brighthelmfione.
ST. JAMEY’s.-STRERT, Nov. r1thy, 1793,

IMUST at length withdraw the veil before my ftate
of health, though the naked truth may alarm you more
than a fit of the gout. Have you never obferved,
through my inexpreflibles, alarge prominency circa
geniialia, which, asitwas oot atall painful, and very
lictle troublefome, 1had firangely negle@ed for many
years ? But fince my departure from Sheffield Place
it has increafed, (moft ftupendoufly,) is increafing, and
oughtto be diminifhed. Yefterday Ifent for Farquhar,
who is allowed to be a very (kilful furgeon. After
viewing and palping, be very ferioufly defired to call
in affitance, and has examined it again to day with
IMr. Cline, a furgeon, as he {ays, of the'firlt eminence,
They both pronounce it a /ydrocele, (a colleCtion
of water,) which muft be let out by the operation of
tapping ; but, from its magnitude and long negled,
they think it a moft extraordinary cafle, and wifh to
have another furgeon, Dr Bayley, prefent. If the
bufinefs (hould go off fmoothly, 1 fhall be delivered
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from my burden, (it is almoft as big as a fmall child,)
and walk about in four or five days with a trufs. But
the medical gentlemen, who never {peak quite plain,
infinuate to me the pofiibility of an inflammation, of
fever, &c. lam not appalled at the thoughts of the
operation, which isfixed for Wednefday next, twelve
o'clock ; butit has occurred to me, that you might
wifh to be prefent, before and afterwards, till the cri-
fis was palt; and to give you that opportunity, Ifhall
folicit a delay till Thur{day, or even Friday. In the
mean while, I crawl about with fome labor, and
much indecency, to Devonfhire-Houle (where I left
all the fine Ladies making flannel wailtcoats); Lady
Lucan’s, &c. Adieu. Varnifh the bufnefs for the Lae
dies; yetlamafraid it will be public;—the advantage
of being notorious. Ever yours.

.
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IMMEDIATELY on receiving the laft letter, I went
the fame day from Brighthelmftoneto London, and
was agreeably furprifed to find that Mr. Gibbon had
dined at Lord Lucan’s, and did not return to his lods
gings, where I waited for him, till eleven o’clock at
night. Thofe who have feen him within the Jaft eight
or ten years, muft be furprifed to hear, that he could
doubt, whether his diforder was apparent. Whenhe
returned to England in 1787, I was greatly alarmed
by a prodigiousincreafe, whichIalwaysconceived to
proceed from arupture. Idid notunderftand why he,
who had talked with me on every other fubject rela=
tive to himfelf and his affairs without referve, fhould
never in any fhape hint at a malady fo troublefome;
but on fpeaking to his valet de chambre, he told me,
IMr. Gibbon could not bear the leaft allufion to that
fubje®, and never would fuffer bim to potice it. I
confulted fome medical perfons, who with me fuppo-
fing it to be a rupture, were of opinion that nothing
could be done, and faid that he furely muft have bad
advice, and of courfe had taken all neceffary precau-

% tions. He now talked freely with me about his difor.
der; which, hefaid, beganintheyear 1761; thathe
then confulted Vr. Hawkins the furgeon, who did
not decide whether it was the beginning of a rupture,
or an hydrocele, but he defired to fee Mr. Gibbon
again when he came to town. Mr. Gibbon not feel
ing any pain, nor fuffering any inconvenience, as he
faid, never returned to Mr. Hawkins ; and although
the diforder continued to increafe gradually, and of
late years very much indeed, he never mentioned it
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toany perfon, however incredible it may appear, fromy
1761 to November 1793. I told him, that I had al-
ways fuppofed there was no doubt of its being a rup.
ture; his anfwer was, that he never thought fo, and
that he, and the furgeons who attended him, were of
opinion that it was an hydrocele. It is now certain
that it was origisally a rupture, and thatan hydrocele
had lately taken place in the fame part; and it is re-
markable, that his legs, which had been fwelled about
the ankle, particularly one of them, fince he had the
erifipelasin 1790, recovered their former fhape asfoon
as the water appeared in another part, which did not
happen till between the time he left Sheffield-Place, in
the beginning of O&ober, and his arrival at Althorpe,
towards the latter end of that month. On the Thurf-
day following the date of his lalt letter, Mr. Gibbon
was tapped for the firfttime; four quarts of a tranfpa.
rent watery fluid were difcharged by that operation,
Neither inflammation nor fever enfued; the tumor
was diminifhed to nearly half its fize ; the remaining
part was a foft irregular mafs. I had been with him
two days before, and 1 continued with him above a
week after the firft tapping, during which time he ed-
joyed his ufual fpirits; and the three medical gentle-
men who attended him will recolleét his pleafantry,
even during the operation. He was abroad againin a
few days, butthe water evidently collecting very faft,
it was agreed that a fecond puncture fhould be made
a fortnight after the firft. Knowing that 1 fhould be
wanted at ameeting in the country, he preffed me to
attend it, and promifed that foon after the fecond ope-
ration was performed he would follow me to Shefficld.

X3
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Place ; but before hearived I received the two follow.
ing Letters:

Mr. GIBBON ta Lord SHEFFIELD, af Brighton.

ST. JAMES’S STREET, Nov. 25th, 1793

THOUGH Farquhar has promifed to write you a
line, I conceive you may not be forry to hear direétly
fromme. Theoperation ofyefterday was much long-
er, more fearching, and more painful than the former;
but it has eafed and lightened me to a much greater
degree """, No inflammation, no fever, a delicious
night, leave to go abroad to-morrow, and to go out
of town when I pleafe, en attendant the future mea.
fures of a radical cure. If you hold your intention of
returning next Saturday to Sheffield-Place, I fhall pro-~
bably join you about the Tuefday following, after
having pafled two nights at Beckenham '**. The
Devons are going to Bath, and the hofpitable Crau.
furd follows them. I paffed a delightful day with
Burke; an odd one with Monfignore Erfkine, the
Pope’s Nuncio. Of public news, you and the papers
Know more than I do. We feem to have firong fea
and land hopes; nordo I diflike the Royalifts having:

beaten the Sans Culottes, and taken Dol. How many
minutes will it take to guillotine the feventy.three
new members of the convention, who are now arref.
ed 2 Adieu; ever yours.
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To the Same.

ST.JAMES's.STREET, Nov. 30th, 1793,

IT will not be in my power areach Sheffield-Place
quite fo foon as I wifhed and expected. Lord Auck-
land informs me, that he fhall be at Lambeth next
week, Tuefday, Wednefday, and Thurfday. I have
therefore agreed to dine at Beckenham on Friday.
Saturday will be fpent there, and unlefs fome extraor-
dinary temptation thould detain me another day, you
will fee me by four o’clock Sunday the ninth of De-
cember. 1 dine to morrow with the Chancellor at
Hampflead, and, what I do not like at this time of
the year, without a propoful to ftay all night. Yetl
would not refule, more efpecially asIhad denied him
on a former day. My health 1s good; but I fhall have
a tinal interview with Farquhar before 1 leave town.
We are ftill in darknefs about Lord Howe and the
French fhips, but hope feems to preponderate. Adieu.
Nothing that relates to Louifa can be forgotten. Ever
yours.

Mr. Gibbon generally took the opportunity of paf-
fing a night or two with his friend Lord Auckland, at
Eden-Farm, (ten miles from London,) on his paffage
to Sheffield-Place; and notwithftanding his indifpo-
fitton, he had lately made an excurfion thither from
London; when he was much pleafed by meeting the
Archbithop of Canterbury, of whom he exprefled a
high opinion. He returned to London, to dine with
Lord Loughborough, to meet Mr. Burke, Mr. Wind.
ham, and particularly Mr. Pitt, with whom he was
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sot acquainted ; and in his Jaft journey to Suffex, he
revifited Fden-Farm, and was much gratified by the
opportunity of again feeing, during a whole day, Mr,
Pitt, who paffed the night there. From Lord Auck-
and’s, Mr. Gibbon 1 oceeded to Sheffield-Place; and
bis difcourfe was never morebrilliant nor more enter-
taining, than on his arrival. The parallels he drew,
and the comparifons he made, between the leading
men of this country, were (ketched in his beft manner,
and were infinitely interefting. However, this laft
vifit to Sheffield Place became far different from any
he had ever made before. That ready, cheerful, va-
rious, and illuminating converfation, which we had
before admired in him, was not now always to be
found in the library o the dining-room. He moved
with difficulty, and retired from company fooner
than he had been ufed to do. On the twenty-third of
December, his appetite began to fail him. He obfer-
ved to me, thatit wasavery bad {ign with him when
he could not eat his breakfaft, which he had done a¢
all times very heartily ; and this feems to have been
the ftrongeft expreffion of apprehenfion that he was
ever obferved to utter. A confiderable degree of
fever now made its appearance. Inflammation arofe,
from the weight and the bulk of the tumor. Water
again colle@ed very faft, and when the fever went
off, he never entirely recovered his appetite even for
breakfaft. I became very uncafy indeed at his fitua-
tion towards the end of the month, and thought it
neceffary to advifehim to fec out for London. He had
before fettled his plan toarrive there about the middle
@fJangar:;. I had company in the houfe, and we ex-
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pected one of his particular friends; but he was ob.
liged to facrifice all focial pleafure to the immediate
attention which his health required. He wentto Lon-
don on the feventh of January, and the next day Ire.
ceived the following billet; the laft he everwrote:

Epwarp Gi5B0N Efg. 70 Lord SHEFFIELD.
ST. JAMES's-STREET, four o’clock, Tuelday.

% THis date fays every thing, I wasalmoft killed
% between Sheffield-Placeand Eaft-Grinfted, by hard,
“ frozen, long, and crofs ruts, that would difgrace
 the approach of an Indian wig-wam. The reft was
“ fomething lefs painful; and I reached this place
“ half-dead, but not ferioufly feverifh, or ill. 1found
¢ adinner invitation from Lord Lucan; but whatare
% dinners to me ? 1 wifh they did not know of my
“ departure. Icatch theflying poft. What an effort!
« Adieu, till Thurfday or Friday.”

By his own defire, I did not follow him till Thur{-
day the ninth. Ithen found him far from well. The
tumor more diftended than before, inflamed, and ul-
cerated in feveral places. Remedies were applied to
abate the inflammation ; but it was not thought pro-
per to puncture the tumor for the third time, till
Monday the 13th of January, when no lefs than fix
quarts of fluid were difcharged. He feemed much
relieved by the evacuation, His fpirits continued
good. He talked, asufual, of paffing his time at houfes
which he had often frequented with great pleafure,
the Duke of Devonfhire’s, Mr. Craufurd’s, Lord




( 330 )

Spenfer’s, Lord Lucans, Sir Ralph Payne’s, and Mr,
Bate’s; and when I told him that | fhould not return
tothe country, as | had intended, he prefled me to g03
knowing | had an engagement there on public bufi-
nefs, he faid, “you may be back on Saturday, and [
“ intend to go on T huifday to Devonthire Houfe.”
Thad not any apprehenfion that his life was in danger,
although | began to fear that he might notbereftored
to a comfortable Rate, and that motion would be
very troublefome to him; but he talked of a radical
cure. He faid, that it was fortunate the diforder had
fhown itfelf while he wasin England, where hemight
procure the beft affiftance ; and if a radical cure could
not be obtained before his return to Laulinne, there
was an able furgeon at Geneva, who could come to
tap him when it (hould be neceffary.

On Tuefday the fourteenth, when the rifk of in=
flammation and fever from the laft operation was f{up.
pofed to be over, as the medical gentlemen who atten.
ded him exprefled no fears for his life, I went that af
ternoan part of the way to Suffex, and the following
day reached Sheffield-Place. The next morning, the
fixteenth, Ireceived by the poft a good account of
Mr. Gibbon, which mentioned alfo that he hourly
gained firength. In the evening came a letter by ex-
prefs, dated noon that day, which acquainted me that
Mr. Gibbon had had a violent attack the preceding
night, and that is was not probable he fhould live till
Lcould come to him. Ireached his lodgings in St. Ja-
mes's-fireet about midnight, and learned that my
friend had expired a quarter before one o’clock that
day, the fixtecnth of January 1794
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After 1 left him on Tuefday afternoon the four.
teenth, he{aw fome company, Lady Lucanand Lady
Spenfer, and thought himfelf well enough at night to
omit the opium draught, which he had been ufed to
take for fome time. He flept very indifferently ; before
nine the next morning he rofe, but could not eat his
breakfalt. However, he appeared tolerably well, yet
complained at times of a pain in his ftomach. At one
o'clock he received a vifit of an hour from Madame de
Sylva, and at three, hisfriend, Mr. Craufurd, of Au-
chinames, (whom he always mentioned with particu.
lar regard,) called, and ftayed with him till paft five
o'clock. They talked, as ufual, on various fubjeds;
and twenty hours before his death, Mr. Gibbon hap-
pened to fall into a converfation, not uncommon with
him, on the probable duration of hislife. He faid, that
be thought himfelf a good life for ten, twelve, or per-
haps twenty years. About fix, he ate the wing of a
chicken, and drank three glaffes of Mladeira. After
dinner he became very uneafly and impatient ; com-
plained a good deal, and appeared fo weak, that his
fervant was alarmed. IMIr. Gibbon had fent to his
friend and relation, Mr. Robert Darell, whofe houfe
was not far diftant, defiring to fee him, and adding,
that he had fomething particular to fay. But, unfortu-
nately, this defired interview never took place.

During the evening he complained much of his
ftomach, and of a difpofition to vomit. Soon after
nine, he took his opium draught, and went to bed.
About ten, he complained of much pain, and defired
that warm napkins might be applied to his {tomach.
He almolt inceffantly exprefled a fenfe of pain til}
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sbout four o'dlock in the morning, when he faid he
found his tomach much eafier. About feven, the fer-
vantafked, whether he (hould fend for Mr, Farquhar?
he anl{wered, no; that he was as well as he had been
the day before. Atabouthalf paft eight, he gotoutof
bed, and faid he was “plus adroit” than he had been
for three months palt, and gotinto bed again, without
afliltance, better than nfual. About nine, hefaid that
he would rife. The fervant, however, perfuaded him
toremain in bed till Mr. Farqubar, who was expected
at eleven, fhould come. Till about that hour he
fpoke with great facility. Mr. Farquhar came at the
time appointed, and he was then vifibly dying. When
the valet de chambre returned, after attending Mr.Far-
quhar out of the room, Mr. Gibbon faid, < Pourguoi
¢f? ce que vous me quittez?” 'This was about half paft
eleven. Attwelve, he drank fome brandy and water
from a tea.pot, and defired his favorite fervant to ftay
with him. Thefe were the lalt words he pronounced
articulately. To thelaft he preferved his fenfes; and
when he could no longer fpeak, his fervant having
alked a queftion, he made a fign, to fhow that he un-
derftood him. He was quite tranquil, and did not
flir; his eyes half-fhut. About a quarter before one,
be ceafed to breathe "’ ;

The valet de chainbre obferved, that Mr. Gibbon
did pot, at any time, (how the lealt fign of alarm, or
apprehenfion of death; and it does not appear that he
ever thought himfelf in danger, unlefs his defire to
fpeak to Vir. Dareli may be confidered in thatlight.

Perhaps I dwell too long on thefe minute and me-
lancholy circumfances. Yet the clofe of fuch alife can
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hardly fail to interelt every reader; and I know that
the public has received a different and erroncous ac-
count of my friend’s lalt hours.

I can never ceafe to feel regret that I wasnot by his
fide at this awful period : a regret fo firong, thatlcan
exprefs it only by borrowing (as the eloquent Mr.
Mafon has done on a fimilar occafion) the forcible
language of Tacitus: Miki preter acerbitatem amick
erepti, auget meflitiam quod affidere valesudini, fovere
deficientem, fatiari vultu, complexu non contigit, It is
fome confolation to me, that I have not, like Tacitus,
by a long abfence, anticipated the lofs of my friend
feveral years before his deceafe. Although I had not
the mournful gratification of being near him on the
day he expired, yet during his illnefs 1 had not failed
to attend him with that affiduity which his genius,
his virtues, and, aboveall, our long, uninterrupteds
and happy friendfhip demanded.
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POSTSCRIPT.

MR. Gibbon’s Will is dated the 1ft of O&ober
1791, jult before I lefc Laufanne; he diftinguifhes me,
asufual, in the moft flattering manner ;

“ I conftitute and appoint the Right Honorable
“ John Lord Sheffield, Edward Darell Efquire, and
 John Thomas Batt Efquire, to be the Executors
“ of this my lat Will and Teftament; and as the
“ execution of this truft will not be attended with
“ much difficulty or trouble, 1 1hall indulge thefe
% gentlemen, in the pleafure of this laft difinterefted
“ fervice, without wronging my feelings, or oppref-
¢ fingmy heir, by too hightortoo weighty ateftimony
< of my gratitude. My obligations to the long and
“ active friendfhip of Lord Sheffield, I could never
% fufficiently repay.”

He then obferves, that the Right Hon. Lady Eliot,
of Port-Eliot, is his neareft relation on the father’sfide;
but that her three fons are in fuch profperous circums
ftances, that he may well be excufed for making the
two children of his late uncle, 'Sir Stanier Porten,
his heirs; they being in a very different f{ituation.
He bequeaths annuities to two old fervants, three
thoufand pounds, and his furniture, plate, &c. at
Laufanne, to Mr. Wilhelm de Severy; one hundred
guineas to the poor of Laufanne, and fifiy guineas




each to the following perfons: Lady Shefficld and
daughters, Maria and Louifa, Madame and Made.

moifelle de Severy, the Count de Schomberg, Ma.
demoifelle la Chanoineffe de Polier, and M. le Mi.
niftre Le Vade, for the purchafe of fome token
which may remind them of a fincere friend. The
remains of Mr. Gibbon were depofited in Lord
Sheffield’s family burial-place in Suffex.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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