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THE

Eafie, True , and Genuine

N Q T I O N
And Consistent

EXPLICATION
Of tiiie NATURE of a

S PIRI T ,

SECT , L

The Opinions of the N U L L IBIS T S and
HOLENMERI ANS proposed ,

^ Hat we may explicate the Essenceor Notion
Of Incorporeal Beings or Spirits , with the

peater satisfaction and success , we are first to
Gttiqve two vast Mounds of Darkness , where-

nkr Ee ignorance of some hath encumbred and
olcured their nature .

j ™ the first is of those who though they readi-
L ^knowledge there are such things as Incorpo-9,1 wings or Spirits, yet do very peremptorily

contend



The true Notion of a Spirit ,

contend that they are no where in the whole

World . Which opinion though at the very fir#

sight it appears very ridiculous , yet it is stiffl y
held by the maintainers of it , and that not with '

out some Pastuosity and Superciliousness , or at

least some more fly and tacite contempt of lucfr

Philosophers as hold the contrary , as of men Jess

intellectual and too too much indulging to theit

Imagination , Those other therefore because thef
so boldly affirm that a Sprit is Nullihi , that is to

jay , Nowhere , have deservedly purchased }°

themselves the Name or Title of Nullibifis .
The other Mound of Darkness laid upon th§

nature of a Spirit , is by those who willingly i sl'

deed acknowledge than Sprits are somewhere ; bP

add further , That they are not only entirely ^
totally in their whose or place , ( in the mo**

general sence of the word ) but are totally in

very part or point thereof , and describe the p^s
culiar nature of a Spirit to be such , that it
be Tot us in toto dr tops in qmlibet sni f
Which therefore the Greeks would fitly andbrsem
call k

’tjW s an Ejfence that u all of it in e/iC"

part
'
] and this propriety thereof (

tmavr/.yl\ ivpmcu/
'
) the Hoknmerifm of Incorporf

Beings. Whence also these other Philsophers dja'

metrically opposite to the former , may most y^

nificantly and compendiously be called
menans.

SEqct -
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"Notion of a Spirit. pi

SECT . II.

That Cartesius is the Prime of the Nullibists ,
and, wherein chiefly conflfls the force of their
Opinion .

^PHe Opinions of both which kind of Philoso¬
phers having sufficiently explained, we will

How proposo and confute the Reasons of eachof
them ; and first of the Nullibists . Of whom the
chief Author and Leader seems to have been that
Pleasant Wit Renatus Des Cartes, who by his jo-
^

L, lar Metaphysical Meditations , has so luxated and
Distorted the rational Faculties of fomeotherwiso
jober and quick-witted persons, but in this point
p reason of their ever-great admiration or Des

*nes not sufficiently cautious, that deceived ,
Partly by his counterfeit and prestigioussubtilty,''nd partly by his Authority , have perfwaded
yemlelves that such things were most true and

•
* e

.
4r to them ; which had they not been blinded

t ,
ltn theso prejudices, they could never have

sought to have been so much as possible. And
0 they having been so industriouslytaught , and
'"gently instructed by him , how they might

n°L be imposod upon, no not by the most power-
and most ill-minded fallacious Deity , have

J ^dlctly , by not sufficiently standing upon their
R ard

? been deceived and illuded by a meerman,
abR

°* a Plea^ nt and abundantly-cunning and
•.

" Use Genius ; as shall clearly appear after we
- . have
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have searched and examined the reasons of this

Opinion of the Nullikfis to the very bottom.
The whole force whereof is comprised in these

three Axioms , The first, That whatsoever think*

is Immaterial , and so on the contrary . The se¬

cond, That whatever is extended is Material. The
third , That whatever is unextended is Nowhere
To which third I shall add this fourth, asane *

cessary and manifest Consectary thereof ,
Th at whatsoever issomewhere is extended . Which
the Nullibifis of themselves will easily grant mf
to be most true . Otherwise they could not seri¬

ously contend fpr their Opinion , whereby the/
affirm Spirits to by nowhere ; but would befoul
so do it only by way of an oblique and close de¬
rision of their Existence, laying indeedthey exif
but then again suddenly and cunningly denyinK
it , by affirming they are nowhere. Where##6

doubtlesly they affirm them to be nowhere , if the/
are in good earnest , for this reason only ;
fear they granting them to be somewhere,
would be presentlyextorted from them, even ac¬

cording to their own Principles, that they ar6

extended , as whatever is Extended , is Material

according to their second Axiome. It is there¬
fore manifest that we both agree in this , thaf

whatever real Being there is that is somewhere
is also Extended.

SE d '



The true Notion of a Spirit,

SECT , III.

Sopbijlical weakness of that reasoning of the
Nulsibists , who, because we can conceive Cogita¬
tion without conceiving in the mean while Matter ,
conclude. That whatsoever thinks is ImmateriaL

\ 1\ . 7 Ith truth notwithstanding we be-
V V ing furnished and supported, I doubt

^ot but we shall with ease quite overthrow and
jitterly root out this opinion of the Nullibistsr
jjtit that their levity and credulity may more ma*
Justly appear , let us examine the Principles of
> Opinion by parts , and consider how well

make good each member.
The first is, Whatever thinks is Immaterial,

on the contrary . The conversion of this
jpjome I will not examine , because it makes

to the present purpose. I will only note by
a e by , that I doubt not but it may be false, al*
j> gh I easily grant the Axiome it self to be true .
Calf •

t *s t-bis new Method of demonstrating it I
c

* into question, which from hence, that we
c

11 conceive Cogitation, in the mean time not
^ ceiving Matter , concludes that Whatever
C

*n^s is Immaterial. Now that we can conceive
j station without conceiving Matter, they lay
fy

n>anifest from hence , That although one
^ ??ose there were no Body in the Uni-

yet
e > a fyd should not flinch from that position ,
notwithstanding he would not cease to be cer¬

tain,
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tain , that there was Res cogitans, a thinking Be:

ing , in the World , he finding himself to be such-

But I further add , though he should suppose there

was no Immaterial Being in nature , ( nor indeed

Material
'
) and should not flinch from that pose

tion , yet he would not cease to be certain that

there was a thinking Being, ( no not if he should

suppose himself not to be a thinking Being ) be¬

cause he can suppose nothing without Cogitation
Which I thought worth the while to note by th9

by , chat the great levity of the Nullibists migse
hence more clearly appear .

But yet I add further , that such kthe nature

of the Mind of man , that it is like the Bye , bet'

ter fitted to contemplate other things than it self >

and that therefore it is no wqnder that thinks
nothing of its own Essence, it does fixedly enoug

'1

and intently consider in the mean time and co11'

template all other things , yea , those very thinf^

with which she has the nearest affinity , and yf
without any reflection that her self is of the lses

nature . Whence it may easily come to past , xvh6(l

she is so wholly taken up in contemplating othe

things without any reflection upon her self,
either carelsly she may consider herself in geuê

as a meer thinking Being, without any other

tribute , or else by resolvedness afterwards ,

by a force on purpose offered to her own faculti6^
But that this reasoning is wonderfully weak a^

trifling as to the proving of the Minn of maIj f
be nothing else ; that is to fay, to have no oth

Attributes but meer Cogitation , there se none c 1

does not discern. S E Ci ‘
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SECT . IV.

The true Method that ought to be takenfor the
proving that MA TT ER connot think .

LAstly/ if Cartestus with his Nullibistswould
have dealt bom fide , they ought to have o-

^ tted all those ambagious windings and Me-,
^ ders of feigned Abstraction, and with a direct:
l roke to have fain upon the thing it self , and
° tohave sifted Matter, and searched the nature

^ Cogitation, that they might thence have evi¬
lly demonstrated that there was someinsepa-

^bse Attribute in Matter that is repugnant to the
fsttative faculty, or in Cogitation that is repug-

to Matter . But out of the meer diversity
^ Idea’s or Notions of any Attributes, to collect
^ Eir separability or real distinction, yea their
^ ntrariety arid repugnancy, is most foully to

olate the indispensable Laws of Logick, and to
^

, 0 found Diverfa with Oppostta , and make them
£ one. Which mistake to them that understand

must needs appear very course and ab-

^ ut that the weakness and vacillancy of this
p^ bod may yet more clearly appear, let us sup-

tbat which yet Philosophers of no mean
seriously stand for and assert , viz . That Co-

substance is either Material or Immaterial ;
4)if .

1C n
.°t apparently follow thence , that a

Mlng substance may be precisely conceived
without
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without the conception of Matter , aS Matter
without the conceptionof Cogitation, when not'

withstanding in one of the members of this dn

stribution they are joyned sufficiently close to¬

gether ? .
How can therefore this newfangled Method o»

CartefiKs convince us that this Supposition is falfe

and that the distribution is illegitimate ? C&j
It from thence, that Matter may be conceived
without Cogitation, and Cogitation without M#

ter ? The first all grant, and the other thedistO '

bution it self supposes ; and yet continues fuffr

ciently firm and lure. Therefore it is very evi'

dent, that there is a necessity of our having r6'

coqrse to the known and ratifiedLaws of Logiw
which many Ages before this new upstart Method
of Des Cartes appeared, were established and as'

proved by the common suffrage of Mankind,’

Which teach us that in every legitimate distri¬

bution the parts ought consent ire cum toto, & di)

[ entire inter se , to agree with the Whole , bus dd'

agree one with another . Now in this Distrst*1.
tion that they do sufficientlydisagree, it is vW

manifest. It remains only to be proved ,
one of the parts , namely that which supposes th

a Cogitative substance may be Material, is rep^ ,

rant to the nature of the Whole . This is

clear, solid and manifestway or method accords
to the known Lawsof Logtck ; but that new

a kind of Sophistry and pleasantmode of trm*

and prevaricating .
sE cT'
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SECT . V ;

Thkt all things are in some sort extendedf demon*
firated out of the Corollary of the third Principle
bs the Nullibists .

AS forthe secondAxiome or Principle, viti
That whatsoever is extended is Material ; for

evincing the falsity thereof , there warit nd
Jte\v Arguments , if one have but recourse to the
sixth, Seventh , and Eighth Chapters of Enchiri*

Metaphyfictimy where , by unanswerable rea3

|°nings it is demonstrated , That there is a certain
^ material and Immoveable Extensum distinct :

the Moveable Matter . . But however , out
^ the Consectary of their third Principle , wd
hall prove at once, that all Spirits are Extended

?s Being somewhere , against the wild and ridicu *
« us Opinion of the Nullibifis ,
. Whose third Principle , and out of which im¬
mediately and precisely they conclude Spirits to
b
^no where, ' is, Whatsoever is unextehded , is no

^ ere. Which I very willingly grant ; biit on this

j^ dition,that they on the Other side concede ( and!

^doubt not but they will ) That whatsoever is
sftewhere is also extended ; from which Consecta -
fL } will evince with Mathematical certainty ,
. hat God and our Soul , and all other Immateriaf
/^ hgs , are . in some sort extended : For tile Nul -
s lfis themselves acknowledge and assert, that the

derations therewith the Soi ‘

M
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are in the Body ; and that Power or Divine Ver"

tue wherewith God acts on the Matter and

moves it , is present in every part of the Matter -

Whence it is easily gathered , That the Operation

•of the Soul and the moving Power of God is some'

-where , m , inthe iWy , and in the Matter . hut

the Operation of the Soul wherewith it acts o!l

the Body and the Soul itself ] and the Divine Po^ J

er wherewith God moves the Matter and 6^

himself are together , nor can so much as be irn^

giried separate one from the other ; namely ,

Operation from the Sous and the Power fromtso *'

’ Wherefore if the Operation , of .the Soul is some'

where , the Soul is somewhere , viz, , there wh 6^

the Operation . And . if the Power of God ^

somewhere , God is somewhere , namely , th ^

where the Divine Power is ; He in every part
0

the Matter , the Soul in the humane Body .

soever can deny this , by the lame reason he nw

deny that common Notion in Mathematics

Quantities that are singly equal to one third , ^

• equal to one another .

SE H
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SECT . VL

*2~
he apert confession of the Nullibifts that the E Sa
S E As C E of a Spirit is where its OPERA -

TION . is .; and how they contradiA themselves ,
And areforced to acknowledgea Spirit extended*

ND verily that which we contend for, ,
the

__ Nullibifts seem apertiy to assert , even in
their own express words- as it is evident in Lama
bertus Velthufms ifi his De Iriiiiis Primœ Philoso¬
phic in the Chapter De Vbi. Who though he
^°es manifestly affirm that God and the Mind of
Man by their Operations are in every,part or

|?me one part of the Matter ; and that in that
lence, namely, in respect of their Operations, the
'W / may be truly said to besomewhere , God every--
'tohtre, - as if that were the only mode of their
Presence : yet he does exprefly

' grant that the

Essence is no where separate from that whereby
^ od or a Created Spirit is laid to be,the one every*
Were , the other somewhere ; that no man may

^
°nceit the Essence of Godto be w here the restof

Attributesare not . That the EssenceofGod is in

heaven, but that his Verttie diffuses it self beyond
Weaven . No, by no means , faith he, Wherelo-

Ver God?s Power or Operation is , there is the AW
vre of - God ; forasmuch as God is a Substance de-

°f all composition. Thus far Vdtlmpw.

c Wn?e 1 assume, But the Power or Operation of
is in or presentto the Matter ; Therefore tire

Ma EJJerise •
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Elfence of God is in or present to the Matter,<and

is there where the Matter is, and therefore some¬
where. Can there be any deduction or illation

more close and coherent with the Premises ?
And yet that other moll devoted follower of

the CartestanPhilosophy , Ludovicus Dela Forge ,
cannot abstain from the offering us the lame ad¬

vantage of arguing , or rather from the inferring
the same conclusion with us in his Treatise De
Matte Humana , Chap . 12. where occur these
words : Lastly , when I say that God is present to
all things by his Omnipotency , ( and consequently
to all the parts of the Matter ) I do not deny but
that also by his Effence or Substance he is present
to them : For all those things in God are one and

the fame.
Dost thou hear , my Nu1libisty what one of the

chiefest of thy Condiseiples and most religious
.'symmists of thatstupehdious secretes Nullibisn*

plainly professes , namely , that God, is present tO

all the parts of Matter by his Essence also , or

Substance ? And yet you in the mean while blush

not to assert, that neither God , nor any created

Spirit is any where ; than which nothing more
contradictious can be spoke or thought , or more

abhorring from all reason . Wherefore whenas
the NuUihifts come so near to the truth , it seems

impossible they should , so all of a sudden , start

from it , unless they were blinded with a super¬
stitious admiration of DesCarteshis Metaphysics
and were deluded , estaseinated and befooled wit }

1

his jocular Snbtilty and prestigious Abstract 1'

ons there : For ivho in his right wits can ackno ^
'
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fedge that a Spirit by its Ejsence may be present
to Matter , and yet be no where , unless the Matter
'vere nowhere also ? And that a Spirit may pene¬
trate , possess, and actuate some determinate Bo-
j}y, and yet not be in that Body ? In which if it
he, it is plainly necessary it besomewhere .

And yet the lame Ludovicus De la, Forge does
Manifestly assert, that the Bodyis thus possest and
^ctuatedby the Soul, in his Preface to his Trea¬
tise de MenteHumana , while he declares the Opi-
Monof Marfiliut Ficinus concerning the manner
ho\v the Soul actuates the Body in Marfilius his
Mvn words , and does of his own accord assent to
Ms Opinion. What therefore do these Forms to
the Body when they communicate to it their
De ? They throughly penetrate it with their
Ĵsfnce, they bequeath the Vertue of their Essence

it. Butnow whereas the Ejje is deducedfrom
% Essence , and the Operation flows fromthe Ver -,

by conjoyning the Essence they impart the
a/e, by bequeathing the Vertue they communi -

®ate the Operations ; lo that out of the congress of
°ul and Body, there is made one Animal F.ffe ,

Operation. Thus he. The Soul with her
essence penetrates and pervades the whole Body,
:,Dyet is not where the Body is , but no where in
le Universe !

t, With that manifest repugnancy therefore to

c
Mr other Assertions the Nullibifts hold this ridi -

^
u‘Ous Conclusion, we have sufficiently seen , and

Weak their chiefest prop is , That whatever
« Extended is Material ; which is not only con3

.sed by irrefragable Arguments , Chap. 6 , 7 . and
•

' M } 8 . Emhind %
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8 . Enchirid. Metaphys but we have here also, by
so clearly proving that all Spirits are somewhere,
utterly subverted it , evenfrom that Very Conces¬
sion or Opinionof the Nullibists themselves , who
concede or aver that whatsoever is somewhere is '

extended. Which Spirits are and yet are not
Material.

'

SECT . VIL

fihe more light reasonings of the Nullibists where*

by they would confirm their Opinion . Thefirfi of
which is, That the Soul thmks of those thing*

ychkb are nowhere.

I) UT we shall not pals by their moreflight
3 reasonings in so great a matter ; orrather

monstrous. Of which the first is , That the Misl£*

of Man thinks of such things as are nowhere , n°r

hive any relation to place, no - not ib much as

Logical place or Vbi. Of which fort are manj
truths as well Moral as Theological and Logictth
which being of such a nature that they are ^

where , the Mind of Man which conceives then]
is necessarily no where also. But howcrazily al1

inconsequehdy they collect; that the huinaM
Soul is nowhere, for that it thinks of those thing

that are nowhere,may be apparent to any one ft° .
hence, and especially to the NulUbifls thernsosoect

tecauie from the fame reason it would soli0 ^
that the Mwdof Man is somewhere,because soiso

. . ' , . - tiff16f
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times , if not always in a , manner , it thinks of
^hose things which are somewhere, -^ ail Material
things are . Which yet they dare net,grant , be¬

muse it would plainly folipwfrom fhence , aceor -
hing to their Doctrine , that the Mind or Soul of
Nan were extended, and so would become corpo-

and devoid of all Cogitation. But besides, .
* hele things , which they fay are nowhere, .. name -
7i certain Moral , Logical, and Theological Truths ,
ate really somewhere j viz . in the Soul it lelf which
c0nceives them . ;. ,but the Soul is in the Body, as

^ proved above . Whence it is manifest
% t the Soul and those Truths which she com

^ ves are as .well somewhere as the Body it self,
.grant that some Truths as they are Is present a-

ttonsj neither respect Time nor Place in whatever
leilce. But as they are Operations, and therefore

s °des of some Subject or Substance , they cannot ,
otherwise conceived than in some substance .

^ n'd forasmuch as there isno substance which has
some amplitude,they are in a substance which

^ sn some sort extended ; and so by reason of
heir Subject they are necessarily conceived to be
Q 'newhere , because a Mode is inseparable from a
Wyse?. V . .

Nor am I at all moved with that . giddy and
ash tergiversation which some betake themselves

.
0 here , who fay we do not wels in distinguistr -

betwixt Capitation ( such as are all conceived

p
1 ities ) and the Substance of the Soul cogitating :

co?Jtation it self is the very Substance of the

Extenston is of Matter ; aod tliAt therm
M 4 for?
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fore the Soul is as well nowhere as any Cogitation9

which respects neither tirpe nor place , woujd be,

jf it were found in no Subject. But here the

Nullibists , who would thus escape , dp not ob¬

serve that while they acknowledge the Substance
of the Soul to be Cogitation, they therewithal ac¬

knowledge the Soul to have a Substance , whence

| t is necessary it have some amplitude . And be¬

sides, This Assertion whereby they assert Cogita¬
tion to be the very substance of the Spul, is ma¬

nifestly false. For many Operations of the Soul,

are , as they speak , specifically different ; Which
therefore succeeding one after another , will be

so many Substances specially different . And st?

the Soul of Socrates will not always be the lame

fpecifical Soul , and much less the lame numerical ;

Than which what can he imagined more delirant ,

and more remote from common sense ? -

To which you may add , That the Soul of mast

is a permanent
'
Being , but her Cogitations in ksty*

or fuccejjion ; How then can the very substance of

she Soul be its successive Operations ? And when

the Substance of the Soul does so perpetually cease

or perish , what I beseech you will become of Me *

mory ? From whence it is manifestly evident ,

that there is a certain permanent Substance of the

Soul , as much distinct or different from her sta*

needing Cogitations , as the Matter itself is stolN

it § siiecessiyffigures, and motions,

SECss *
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SECT . VIII .
The second reason of the Nullibists , 'viz . That

COGITATION is easily conceived without
EXTENSION .

THE second Reason is somewhat co-incident
with some ofthose we havealready examin-

ed ; but it is brieflyproposedby them thus ; There
be no conception, no not of a Logtcal Place ?

^ Vbi , without Extenjion . But Cogitation is
conceived without conceiving any Extenfi

^ • Wherefore the Mind cogitating , exempt
*sorn all Extenjion , is exempt also from all Loca-
**Hty whether Physical or Logical ; and is so loose -

from it , that it has no relation nor applicability
^ *et° ;as if thosethings had no relation nor appli¬
cability to other certain things without which
bey might be conceived .

The weakness of this argumentation is easily
reprehended from hence ; That the Intenfnefs of
eat or motion is considered without any respect:

its extenjion, and yet it is referred to an exten¬
ded Subject, viz . To a Bullet shot, or red hot
son. And though in intent and defixed thoughts

jP°n some either difficult or pleasing Object, we
. / iot at all observe how the time passeth , nor
^

be the slightest notice of it , nothing hinders
J^withstanding but those Cogitations may be
j^
Pplied to time, and it be rightly sejd , that about

■ a clock, suppose , in the Morning they began,
J coptiflued till eleven ; and in like manner

the
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theplace may be defined where they were con¬
ceived, viz, , within the Walls of such an ones

Study, although perhaps all that time this so sod

Contemplator did not take notice whether he waS

in his Study, or in the Fields.
And to speak out the matter at once , From the

precision of our thoughts to infer the real precision
or separation of the things themselves, is a vet)'

putid and puerile Sophism ; and still the mofe

enormous and wild , to collect also thence, tha£

they have no relation or applicability one to alt
other. For we may have a clear and distinct as'

prehension of a thing which may be connects
with another by an essentialTye, that Tye beinA
not taken notice of, ( and much more When the/
are connected only with a circumstantial one)
but not a full and adequate apprehension, and fisol
as fees through and penetrates ail the degrees of
its Essence with their properties ; Which unW
a man reach to , he cannot rightly judge of &&

real separability of any nature from other
tares .

'

From whence it appears how foully Cartes$

has imposed , if not upon himself, at least up0!
1

others , when from this mental precision of
tat ion from Extension, he defined a Spirit ( k lC ,
as the humane Soul ) by Cogitation only , Mats

by Extension, and divided all Subftance into Cess
tant md Extended , as into their first species

¥

kinds . Which distribution notwithstanding 15 .
absonous and abford, as if he had distributee* ^
nimal into Sensitive and Rational. WhenaS
on

St-ilt ' JJiLv \j \. p & C clliLl Axils ' uV ft -iAit/t y f

bsar. ee is extended as well as all Animahs er‘L
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five. But he fixed his Animadversion upon the
specifck nature of the humane Soul ; the Getteri-
cd nature thereof , either on purpose or by inad¬
vertency , being not considered nor taken notice
of by him , as hath been noted in Enchiridion
Rtbicum , lib . Z . cap . 4 . sect. Z .

SEC T . I X.

third and last Reason of the Nullibists , ■viz .
"

That the Mind is conscious to 'herself that she is
nowhere, unless jhe he disurbed or jogged by the

■
Body .

' pHe third and last: Reason , which is the most:
ingenious of them all , occurs in Lamhertm

: dthusw , viz . That it is a truth which God has
jofused into the Mind itself, That she is nowhere ,
because we know by experience that we cannot
{ctl from our spiritual Operations where the
Mind is . And for that we know her to be in our"Ody , that we only perceive from the Operati¬
ons of Sense and Imagination which without the
ody or the motion of the Body the Mind cannot

Perform . The sence whereof , if I guess right ,
Is this ; That the Mind by a certain internal sense
s? conscious to herself that she is nowhere ,■ unless
. "b be now and then disturbed by the motions or
^ Sgings of the Body ; which is, as I said , an in¬
genious presage , but not true : For it is one
ning t0 perceive herself to be nowhere , ar other

,
°t to perceive herself to be somewhere . l or she

' may
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may not perceive her self to be somewhere ,though
she besomewhere , as she may not take notice of
her pwn Individuality or numerical Distinction ,
from all other minds , although she be one N &
tnerical or Individual mind distinct from the rest •„
For , as I intimated above , such is the nature of
the mind of man , that like the eye, it is better
fitted for the contemplating all other things , thart
for contemplating itself . And that indeed which
is made for the clearly and sincerely seeing other
things , ought to have nothing of itself actually
perceptible in it , which it might mingle with
the perception of those other things .From when ??
the Mind of Man is not to have any stable astd
fixt sense of its own Essence ; and sech as it can¬
not easily lay aside upon occasion : And therefor ?
it is no wonder , whenas the Mind of Man cart
put off the sense and consciousness to it self &
its own Essence and Individuality , that it can Pljt
offalso therewith the sense of its being somewhet

‘ei
or not perceive it ; whenas it does not percefr ?

its own EJftnce and Individuality , ( of which
& Num are the known Characters : ) And th?

chief Objects of the Mind are Universals .
But as the Mind , although it perceives

Individuality , yet can by reason prove tp
that she is some one Numerical or Ind . _
hlindj

' so she can by the seme means , although
by inward sense perceives not where she is,evioc

notwithstanding that she is somewhere , from ^
general account of things , which have that
their own nature , that they are extended,
hr j and somewhere. And besides , Velthufiut hmh
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self does plainly grant, that from the Operati-°ns of Sense and Imagination,we know our Mindt0 be in our Body . How then can we be igno -
l[ant that she is somewhere, unless the Body itselfbe nowhere ?

S £ C T . X.
Appeal to the internal sense os the Mind , is shebe not environed with a certain infinite Extensaon ; together with an excitation os the Nullibist

out os his Dream , by the found of Trumpeters
surrounding him.

^ HE Reasons of the NuUibijls whereby they
p endeavour to maintain their Opinion , are
blHciently enervated and subverted. Nor have

needof any Arguments to establish the con-
jj

'
ary Doctrine . I will only desire by the by ,he that thinks his Mind is nowhere, wouldNke trial of his faculty of Thinking ; and when

p has abstracted himself from all thought orMe of his Body, and fixed his Mind only on andea of an indefinite or infinite Extenfion,z .nd alsoPerceives himself to be some particular cogitantet»g , let him make trial , I say , whether he can/ ty way avoid it , but he must at the same time
peeive that he is somewhere, namely, within this
^ enst Extension, and that he is environed round
s i?ut with it . Verily , I must ingenuously con-

, that I cannot conceive otherwise > and
t

at I cannot but conceive an Idea of a cer-lri Extension infinite and immoveable , and of nt~
cejsary
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eejsary and actual Existence Which I most deaf '

Jy deprehend , not to have been drawn in by fk'

outward sense , but to be innate and essential !)
inherent in the Mind itself ; and so to be the
nuine object not of Imagination , but of Intelle$ ’

and that it is but perverfly and without all judge

ment determined by the Nullibists, or Cartesu ^

that whatever is extended , is also v or t^
Object of Imagination • When notwithstandi ^

there is nothing imaginable, or the Object of

gination , which is not sensible Dor . all Phsss
tasins are drawn from the Senses .

'But this w
nite Extension has no more to do with things th3 .
are sensible and fall under Imagination , than th3 :
which is most Incorporeal. But of this haply *

will be more opportune to speak elsewhere .
In the mean time I will subjoin only one ^

gument , whereby I may manifestly evince tlss

the Mind of Man is somewhere , and then I
betake my self to the discussing of the Qpsew
of the Holenmerians . Briefly therefore let v ,

suppose some one environed with a Ring of Tr llI*
jj

peters , and that they all at the same time so11*!
their Trumpets . Let us now fee if the circus
sonant clangor of those surrounding Trumps

sounding from all sides will awake these '

bills out of their Lethargick Dream . Aim

us suppose , which they will willingly copes
that the Conation or Glandula Pinealis , A, 1S 1

1|
seat of the common sense , to which at lengnss^
the motions from external Objects arrive . ‘ ^

hether . it . be this Conf
f{

part of the Brain , or of
is it any matter
or some other
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Contained in the Brain : But let the Conation, at
kast for this bout, supply the place of that mat¬
ter which is the common Smsorium of the Soul .

JF to . i . jy

jW whenas it is supposed to be surrounded with
i^ght Trumpeters,let there be Eight Lines drawn
^orn them , namely,from B , C , D, E , F , G, H, I ;'ay that the clangour or sound of every Trum-
Let is carried from the Ring of the Trumpeters to
de extrearnpart of every one of those Lines, and

i, : those sounds are heard as coming from the
B, C , D , E , F, G, H, I , and perceivedin the

^ arion A ; and that the perception is in that
Fart to which all the Lines of motion , as to a
ex!

Tlrn<:)n Centre , do concur ; and therefore the
ream parts of them , and the perceptions of

J the

X
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the Clangours or Sounds , are in the middle of

the Ring of Trumpeters , viz . where the Conari*

on is : Wherefore the P recipient itself, namely

the Soul, is . in the midst of this fting as well as

theConariony and therefore is somewhere. Alfa'

redly he that denies that he conceives the force

of this Demonstration , and acknowledges that

the Perception indeed is at the extream parts of

the said Lines, and in the middle of the Ring of

Trumpeters , but Contends in the mean tsene that

the Mind herself is not there , forasmuchas she h

nowhere; this man certainly is either delirant a.n&

crazed, orelse plays tricks,and slimlyand oblique'

ly insinuates that the perception which is made $

the Conarion is to be attributed to the Comrion st'

self ; and that the Mind, so far as it is conceivesed

Chimæra.

S E C T . XI.

!The ’Explicition of the Opinion of the Holering
rians , together with their 'Two Reasons there0)

proposed .

AN I) thus much of the Opinion ofthe
ltbitts . Let us now examine the Opm

S****

10 ,

of the HolenmertanS) whose Explication is th^

Let there be what Body
'
you please , sopP°

£
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O , E , which the Soul

Or a Spirit may possess I
and penetrate . Tne Ho-
knmerians affirm,that the
'vhole Soul or Spirit does C D A » Ig
°ccupy and possess the J

*

}vhole Body C , D , E, by
!ts Essence' ; and that it
Is also wholly or all of it
J*1 every part or point of the said Body C , D , E , as
j

11 A, for example , and in B, and the rest of thd
East parts or points of it . This is a brief and clear
■̂ plication of their Opinion .

But the Reasons that induce them to embrace st*
atld so stiffly to maintain it , are these two only , or
at last chiefly , as much as respects the Holen-

ism of Spirits . The first is , That whereas they
£rant that the whole Soul does pervade and possels

whole Body , they thought it would thence sol-
that the Soul would be divisible, unless they

p )uld correct : again this Assertion of theirs , by
a?ing,that it was yet so in the WWe Body , that it

J
, as totally in the mean time in every part thereof :

^
°r thus they thought themselves sure , that the

could not thence be argued in any sort di-

}. :y ^ , or corporeal , but still remain purely fpi -

^ stheir other reason is, That from hence it might
^ eafily understood , "how the Sotil being in thd

^
h°le Body C , D , E, whatever happens to it in

Iĵ ,
0r R , it presently perceives it in A ; Because

j^ sfho 'e Soul being perfectly and entirely as well
^ Or B , as in A, st is necessary that aster wlvat:

K fashion
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fashion soever C or B is affected , A should be af¬

fected after the fame manner ; forasmuch as it is

entirely and perfectly one and the fame things t

the whole Soul, as well in C or A, as in A . And

from hence is that vulgar faying in the Schools,

That if the Eye were in the Footy , the Soul would

fee m the Foot .

SECT . XII .

The Examination of the Opinion of the Ho-
lenmerians .

U T now , according to our custom , let ^

_ 1 weigh and examine all these things in ^

free and just Balance . In this therefore that the/

assert, that the whole Soul is in the whole Bods?

and is all of it penetrated of the Soul by her E

fencer and therefore seem willingly to ackno^ '

ledge a certain essentialamplitude of the Soul ; llj
this , I fay, they come near to us, whocontefse

there is a certain Metaphysical and Essential
tension in all Spirits, but such as is -9
devoid of hulk or parts , as Aristotle defines of se

separate substances : For there is no magnitude
0

bulk which may not be physically divided , nor aw

parts properly where there is no such divififf
^
.
'

Whence the Metaphystcal Extension of Spirits ^
rightly understood not to be capable of eim

bulk or parts. And in that sence it has no par ^
it cannot justly be said to be a Whole. In

therefore we plainly agree with the HolenmertA^
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a Soul or Spiritmay be laid by its Essence td

penetrate and possess the whole Body Q D * E $
^

nt in this again we differ from them , that ws
^ re not affirm that the whole Spirit or whole Soitl
jtoes penetrate and possess the laid Body , because
hat which has not parts cannot prOperly be called
' Whole ; though I will not over-stiffly contend,

Ut that we may use that word for a more easie
^ plication of pur mind , according to that old

it® Proverb , a «æ 84s-=0V aû Ki^ v rtyti Speak'Mle more unlearntdlythatthoimayeft speak more
or plainlya But then we are to rcmem-

that we do not Ipeak properly * though more
f °mmodxtely to the vulgar apprehension, but
properly.
sBut now when the Holenmerians add further ,
ss!at the whole Soul is in every part or Physical
pntof the Body D , QE , in the point .
oc

and B , and all the rest of the points
ss ^ hich the Body D , C, E, does con¬
s
', j

that seems an harsh expression to me , and

^,
ch as may justly be deemed next door to an open

f̂ P^gnancy and Contradiction i For when they
the whole Soul is in the whole Body D $ C , E,

Pey understand the Essence of the Soul to be
h^ aenliirate , and as it were equal to the Body
P pE ) and yet at the seme time , the whole

to be contained within the point A or B
t̂ ^ hest that they make one and the seme thing
o thousanij times greater or iels than it self at
Vjjj ^ time ; which is impossible . But if they
^Ul - tni , that the essential Amplitude of the

is no bigger than what is cWtMed within
FE Z'

it is
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the Physical point A, or B ; but that the Essen
Press/zee of the Soul is diffused through the whole
Body I ) . C , E , the thing: will succeed not a jot the
better . For while they plainly profess that the
whole Soul is in the point A,, it is manifest that
t here remains nothing of the Soul which may be
in the point B , which is distant from A : For ft
is as if one should fay , that there is nothing 0*
the Soul which is not included within A ; and ye£
m the fame moment of time, that not only fome'

thing of the Soul , ( which perhaps might be 3
more gentle Repugnancy ) but that the whoh
Soul is in B, as if the whole Soul were totally aw
entirely out of it self ; which surely is imposiibb
in any singular or individual thing . And as &

but NotionsThings.Q fUniversals, they are not
use in contemplating them.

Again, if'the Essential Amplitude of the Soul/5

no greater than what may be contained with11/
the limits of a Physical point, it cannot extew
or exhibit its Essential Presence through the wh°'S

Body, unless we imagine in it a stupendiousve¬

locity, such as it may be carried with in one s °\
ment into all the parts of the Body , and so ^
present to them : Which when it is so hardly
conceive in this scant compages of an humane
dy , and in thp Soul occupying in one rnomeJ?„
every part thereof, What an outragious thiuA^
it , and utterly impossible to apprehend touclu/’

J
that Spiritwhich perpetually exhibits his Esses*

Pref nee to the. whole world, and whatever b 0

yond the world ?
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The true Notion as a Spirit, : 117“ To which lastly, you may add that this Hypo¬thesis of the Hclenmetians, does necessarily makeall Spirits the most minute things that can be con¬ceived : For if the whole Spirit be in every Physi -
I

cal point , it is plant thatrthe Essential Amplitude
ss self of the Spirit ( which the two former Ob¬jections supposed ) is not bigger than that Phy-

1
heal point in which it is , ( which yon may call ,

;
E you will, a Physical Monad ) than which no-

j thing is or can be fmallerdn universal Nature :
| hhich if you refer to any created Spirits itcan -
|

$
.
l0t but seem very ridiculous ; but if to the Ma¬

yfly and Amplitude of the divine Nnmen , intole-ctble, that I may riot fay plainly reproachful and
blasphemous . °

S E C T . XIIL

A Confutation of the firs Reason of the Ho-
lenmeriaris .

Y
S
0
r
>c
is

-

BUT now for the Reasons for which ( heist-
knmerians adhere to so absurd an Opinion ;

^ sily they are such as can no way compensate
.
°se huge difficulties and repugnancies the Opi-it self labours under. For , for the first,

t) p
1l (-h so solicitoufly provides for the IndivisibilityS

'lt stems to me to undertake a charge,Cr Superfluous or Incfftclual . Superfluous ,ffl tnfion can be without DiviflMlity , as it is
r

**! demonstrated it can , in that infinite im-/ Vable Extension distinct stem tl| g movable
N j Matter

'
fl



ixS X& iYUe Natioti of a Spirit,
Matter , Enchirid \ Metaphyf. cap . 6, 7, 8 . But Tat

tffechtd , if all Extension be divisible , and th?

Essential Presence of a Spirit which pervades and

is extended through the whole Body C , D , E, maV

for that very reason he divided ; for so the rvhole

Essence which occupies the whole Body C, D, B,

will be divided into parts . No by no means , wi '
*.

yqu fay , forasmuch as it is wholly in every part Q}

th ? Body . _
Therefore it will be divided , if I may so IpeaK;

into so many Totalities * But what Logical eat

can hear a laying so absurd and abhorrent from 3"

reason , that a Whole should not be divided

parts but intq Wholes ? But yqu will lay at leal*

we shall have this granted us, that an Effects

Presence may be distributed or divided accords
to so many distinctly ^ ited Totalities which occUju
at once the wholp Body C , D,j £, Yes verily , th^
shall be granted you , after you have demonstra ^
ed that a Spirit not bigger than a Phyfical^

Mo^
cart occupy in the lame instant all the parts of t"

Body C, D , E ; but upon this condition , th*

you acknowledge not sondry Totalities , but ofl

Only total Essence, though the least that can ^
imagined , can occupy that whole space , ,asl

When there is need , occupy , in an instant ^
infinite one : Which the Holenmerians must

neceflity hold touching the Divine , Essence, b

cause according to their Opinion taken in the ^
condsence , ( which pinches the whole Essence ^
a Spirit into the smallest point ) the Divine

sence it self is not bigger than any EhyficdMp̂ ^
From whence it is apparent the three Obje&

^ .jj
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Which we brought in the beginning do again re¬
cur here, and utterly overwhelm the first reason
of the Holenmerians : So that the remedy is far
Wore intolerable than the disease.

SECT . XIV.

A Confutation of the second Reason of the
Holenmerians,

4
N D truly the other reason which from this

Holenmerifn of Spirits pretends a more
way of conceiving

how it comes to pals that
soe Soul , suppose in A,^ n perceive what hap¬
pens to it in C , or B, and
altogether in the lame
Clrcumstances as if it self
'tere perfectly and en-
tircly in C , or B, when
^et it is in A ; although at first shew this seems
Vefy plausible , yet if we look throughly in it ,

shall find it far enough from performing
it so fairly promises . For besides that no-

hng is mofediificult or rather impossible to con -

^ ive , than that an Essence not bigger than a Phy-
lcal point fliould occupy and possess the whole

d°dy of a man at the lame instant, this Hypothe¬
cs is moreover plainly contrary and repugnant to
P

® very Laws of the Soulsperceptions : For Phy-
IClans and Anatomists with one consent profess,

ĵ [ 4 that
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that they have found by very solid experiments ,
that the Soul perceives only within the Head,
and that without the Head there is no perception •
Which could by no means be , if the Soul her¬
self were wholly in the point A, and the very
selfsame Soul again wholly in the point B, and C,
nor any where as to Essential Amplitude bigger
than a Physical Monad : For hence it would fol¬
low , that one and the lame thing would both per¬
ceive and not perceive at once ; That it would
perceive this of that Object , and yet perceive no¬
thing at all ; which is a perfect contradiction .

And from hence the falsity of that common
saying is detected , That if the Eye was in the Foo^
the Soul would fee m the Foot ; whenas it does n°c
so much as see in th pie Eyes which , it already hats
but somewhere within the Brain , pior would
the Soul by an Eye in the Foot see, unless by sis
ting Nerves , hot unlike the Optick ones, conti¬
nued front the Foot to the Head and Brain , whef
the Soul so far as perceptive ., inhabiteth . IntM
Other parts of the Body the Functions .

' there *#
gre only vital .

"

Again , such is the nature of some perception
of the Soul, that they are fitted for the movina
of the Body ; so that it is manifest that the very
seIf-lamp thing which perceives , has the pbv^es

of moving and guiding of it ; Which seems is 1'

possible to be done by this Soul, which , accords '
to the Opinion of the Holenmerians, exceeds n°
the amplitude of a small Physical point , as it
appear at first sight to any one whose reason 1

not blinded with prejudice .
:

’
. ‘ st . : i U
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And lastly , If it be lawful for the Mind of man

to give her conjectures touching the Immortal
Genii , ( whether they be in Vehicles , or desti-
tude of Vehicles ) and touching their Perceptionsand Essential Presences whether invisible or those
to which they are said sometimes to appear to
Aortal men , there is none surely that can admit
that any of these things are competible to such a
spirit as the Hqlenmerians describe . For how cana Metaphysical Monad, that is to lay , a spiritual
hibstance not exceeding a Physical Monad in Am¬
plitude , fill out an EJfential Presence bigger than
a Physical Monad , unless it be by a very swift vi¬
bration of itself towards all parts ; as Boys by a^ery swift moving of a Fire -stick , make a fieryCircle in the air by that quick motion . But that
Spirits , destitute of Vehicles , should have no
Nearer EJfential Presence than what is occupiedof a naked and unmoved Metaphysical Monad, or
O^hibited thereby , seems so absonous and ridicu -
011s a spectacle to the Mind of man , that unless

be deprived of all sagacity and sensibility of
■Pipit , he cannot but abhor so idle an Opinion .

And as for those Essential Presences, accordingto which they sometimes appear to men , at least
^ soalizing humane stature , how can a solitary

Etaphyfical Monad form so great a part of Air or
rssoer into humane shape , or govern it being so
Onped ? Or how can it perceive any external
ctject in this swift motion of itself , and quick^ ration , whereby this Metaphysical Monad is
nderstood of the Holenmenans , to be present in

the parts of its Vehicle at once ? For there
■ can

1
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can be no perception of the external Object , un- i
less the Object that is to be perceived act with J
some stay upon that which perceiveth . Nor if ]
It Cpuld be perceived by this Metaphysical Monad i
thus swiftly moved and vibrated towards all parts j
at once, would it be seen in one place, but in ma- j

ny places at once , and thole , as it may happen ? i

very distant . j

SBCT . XV.

The egregious falsity of the Opinions of the Holesl"

merians and Nullibists , its also their ufelefnest
for any Philosophical ends. '

U T verily , I am ashamed to wast so much

_ ) time in refuting inch meer trifles and d°'

tages which indeed are siich, ( that I mean of the

Nullibists , as well as this other of the Holenmer

stns ) that we may very well wonder how Inch
distorted and strained conceits could ever ■entef

into the minds of men , or by what artificethef
have lo spread themselves in the World ; but thaC

the prejudices and enchantments of Superstitse?
and stupid admiration of mens Persons are se

strong , that they may utterly blind the minds 0

men , and charm them into dotage . But if
one , all prejudice and parts -taking being st }
aside, will attentively consider the thing as it

he shall clearly perceive and acknowledge , lU?
less all belief is to be denied to the humane
ties , that the Opinions of the Nullibists and ^ ,

lenmertW

i
i
}

i
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lenmerians, touching Incorporeal Beings , are mi¬
serably false ; and not that only , but as to any
Philosophical purpose altogether useless. Foraf
Much as out of neither Hypothesis there does ap¬
pear any greater facility of conceiving how the
Mind of man , or any other Spirit , performs
those Functions of Perception and of moving of
Bodies, from their being supposed nowhere , than
from their being supposed somewhere ; or from
supposing them wholly in every part of a Body ,
than from supposing them only , to occupie the
'vhole Body by an Essential

' or Metaphysical Kv-
tension ; but on the contrary , that both the hy¬
potheses do intangle and involve the Doctrine of
Incorporeal Beings with greater Difficulties and
Repugnancies .

- Wherefore , there being neither Truth nor
Usefulness in the Opinions of the holenmerians
and NalUbists, I hope it will ofsendno man if we
^ nd them quite packing from our Philofopha -*
fions touching an Incorporeal Being or Spirit ,
4t* our delivering the true Idea or Notion thereof ,

r-
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SECT . XVI .

jshcit those that contend that the Notion of a Spirit
is so difficult and imperfcrutahle, do not this her

cause theyare of a more sharp and piercing Judge¬
ment than others, but of a Genius more rude and

plebeian .

I have so . successfully removed and
dissipated thole two vast: Mounds of Night

and Mistiness, that lay upon the nature of Incori

poreal Beings , and obscured it with such gross
darkness ; it remains that we open and illustrate
the true and genuine nature of them in general ,
and propose such a definition of a Spirit , as wih
exhibit no difficulty to a mind rightly prepared
and freed from prejudice : For the nature of ?

Spirit is very easily understood , provided one

rightly and skilfully shew the way to the Learner ,
and form to him true Notions or the .tliing . so'

somuch that I have often wondred at the super¬
stitious consternation of mind in those men , ( 0J”

the profaneness of their tempers and innate aver-

sation from the contemplation of Divine things )
who if by chance they hear any one professing thso
he can with sufficient clearness and distin finest
conceive the nature of a Spirit , and communicate
the Notion to others , they are presently astartled
and amazed at the laying , and straightway aC '

cuse the man of intolerable levity or arroganfD
as thinking him to assume so much to sums6* i
r ° ' ' also
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and to promise to others as no humane Wit , fur¬
nished with never so much knowledge , can ever
perform . And this I understand even of suefe
Men who yet readily acknowledge the Existence
of Sprits .

But as for those that deny their Exi/tenc^ whoe -
^■er professes this skill to them,verily he cannot but
Appear a man above all measure vain and doting .
&ut I hope that I shall so bring it about , that no
Man shall appear more stupid and doting , no man
More unskilful and ignorant , than he that e-
fteems the clear Notion of a Spirit so hopeless
And desperate an attempt ; and that I shall plain -
¥ detect:, that this big and boastful profession of
their ignorance in these things does not proceed
horn hence , that they have any thing more a
jharpor discerning Judgment than other mortals ,"Ut that they have more gross and weak parts ,
Aud a shallower Wit , and such as comes nearest
so the superstition and stupidity of the rude vul -
§ar, who easilier fall into admiration and asto¬
nishment , than pierce into the reasonsand notices°f any difficult matter .

SECT.
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SECT . XVII ,

The Definition of Body in general , with so ctea'i

an Explication thereof , that even they that com-

slain of the obscurity of A Spirit , cannot but con*

fess theyperfectly undersand the nature of Body .

BU T now for those that do thus despairof
any true knowledge of the nature of a

Spirit , I would entreat them to try the abilities

of their wit in recognizing and throughly consi¬
dering the nature of Body in general. And let
them ingeniously tell roe whether they cannot
but acknowledge this to be a clear and perspi¬
cuous definition thereof, viz . That Body is Sub-

fiance Material , if itself altogether destitute of all

Perception , Life , and Motion . Or thus : Body

it a Substance Material coalescent or atcruing toge*

ther into one, by vertue of some other thing , frosts
whence that one by coalition , has or may have Life

also , Perception and Motion ,
I doubt not but they will readily answer, that

they understand all this ( as to the terms ) clearly
and perfectly ; nor would they doubt of the

truth thereof, but that we deprive Body of all

Motion from itself , as also of Vnion , Life -, afld

Perception . But that it is Substance , that is , a

Being siibsistent by it sols, not a mode of somebe¬

ing , they cannot but very willingly admit , atA

that also it is a material Substance compounds
of physical Monads, or at least of most mintltf

part it ft5’
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* i 27
farticles of Matter , into which it is divisible ;and because of their ImpenetrAbility , impene¬trable by any other Body . So that the Essentialand Positive difference of a Body is, that it be
penetrable , and Physically divisible into parts :■but that it is extended, that immediately belongsto it as it is a Being. Nor is there any reasonwhy they should doubt of the other part of the
Pefferentia, whenas it is solidly and fully proved*u Philosophy, That Matter of its own nature,°r in itself, is endued with no Perception, Life,nQr Motion. And besides, we are to rememberthat we here do not treat of the Existence of
things , but of their intelligible Notion and Ef-Bnce,

sect . xviii .

perfect Definition of a Spirit , with a full Ex *
plication of its Nature through all Degrees .

A N D if the Notion or Essence issoeasilyun¬
derstood in nature Corporeal or Body, I do*10t fee but in the Species immediately opposite

f Body, viz . Spirit , there may be found the fame
Utility of being understood. Let us try there-

a
°re) and from the Law of Oppofites let us define

^ Spirit, an Immaterial Substance intrinfecaUy en-
with Life and the faculty of Motion . This

ty -
n

^er and brief Definition that thus easily flows
tj

lthout any noise, does comprehend in generale whole nature of a Spirit \ Which left by rea¬
son
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Ion of its exiiity and brevity it may prove Ie$

perceptible to the Understanding , as a Spirit is

to the sight, I will subjoyn a more full Explica¬
tion , that it may appear to all, that this Defint'

tion of a Spirit is nothing inferiour to the Defi¬

nition of a Body as to clearness and perspicuity*

And that by this method which we now fall up¬
on , a full and perfect: knowledge and under¬

standing of the nature of a Spirit may be attained

to.
Go to therefore, let us take notice through all

the degrees of the Desnitim , or Thing defined̂

what precise and immediate properties each of

them contain, from whence at length a most di¬

stinct and perfect knowledge of the whole Des

nitum will discover itself . Let us begin the#

from the top of all, and first let us take notice

that a Spirit is Ens, or a Being , and from tses

very fame that it is a Being ; that it is also 0#e?

that it is True , and that it is Good ; which as6

the three acknowledged Properties of Ens in

taphysicks , that it exists sometime , and sotwe'

where, and is in some sort extended, as is fheW#

Enchirid . Metaphys. cap . 2 . sect . 10 . which thre6

latter terms are plain of themselves. And as b

the three former, that One signifiesundistinguilst
ed or undivided in and from itself, but divide

or distinguished from all other , and that Tf#

denotes the anf'werablenest of the thing to 1

^
own proper Idea, and implies right Matter

Form duely conjoyned , and that lastly Good

fpects the fitness for the end in a large fence, 1

that it will take in that fayingof Theologers/Dhj
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^ od is his own End , are things vulgarly known
to Logicians and Metaphysicians . That these Sis
are the immediate affections of Being as' Being ,
ls made apparent in the above-cited Enchiridion
^Letaphyficum ; nor is it requisite to repeat thS

seme things here. Now every Being is either
substance or the Mode of Substance, which seme
call Accident : But that a Spirit is not an Accd
*
fnt or Mode of Substance , all in a manner prd-
sese ; and it is demonstrable from manifold Ar-
S^nients, that there are Spiritswhich are n6 stich
•Accidents or Modes ; Which is made good in the

seid Enchiridion and other Treatises of Doctor
tf . Af.

. Wherefore the second Essential degreeof a Spi-
ht is, that it is Substance . From whence it is un-
"Erstood to subsistby itself, nor to want any other
ming as a Subject ( in which it may inhere, or of
Mhch it may be the Mode or Accident) for its sub’

hstirig or existing. , ^
. The third and last Essential degree is, that it is
^material , according to which it immediately
^ longs to it , that it be a Beingnot only One, but
°ne by itself.\ or of its Own intimate nature , ahd

by another ; that is , That , though as it

|s a Being it is in some fort extended, yet it Is ut-
edy Indivisible and Indiscerpible into real Pliyh-

^ parts . And moreover , That it can penU
' j ^ e the Matt erj and ( which the Matter cannot

^
°) penetrate things of itS own kind ; that is,pals

t -
lrough Spiritual Substances .iri which two Essen-

so .
Attributes ( as it ought to be in every peN

^ 2nd legitimate Distribntibti 6f My Germs ) '

& it
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it is sally .and accurately contrary to its opposite
Species, namely, to Body. As also in thole im¬

mediate Properties whereby it is understood to

have Life intrinsically in itself and the faculty
of moving ; which in some fense is true in all Spi¬
rits whatsover , forasmuch as Life is either Vegt’

tative,Sensitive,or Intellectua/ .Onewhereof at Iea$

every Spiritual Substance hath : asalfo the.facuf
of moving ; insomuch that every Spirit either

moves itself by itself, or the Matter , or both , of
at least the Matter either mediately or immedi¬

ately ; or lastly , both ways . For so all thing*

moved are moved by God, he being the Fountain

of all Life and Motion .

SECT . XIX .

'That from hence that the Definition of a Bodyft

perfpicuoits , the Definition of a Spirit is

necessarily -perspicuous .

as
G
fe,
0}
Pi
h,
h
I
p<
4!

i

\ J \ f Herefore I dare here appeal to the
* * ment and Conscience of any one that

not altogether illiterate and of a dull and obese

Wit , whether this Notionor Definition of a

. riti n general, is not as intelligibleand perfpicuse
1
^

is riot as clear and every way distinct ,asthe Ise

or Notion of a Body, or of any tiling else what

ever which the mind of man can contemplate f
a „ a xnrhetn 15

the whole compass . of Nature . And whe

he cannot as easily or father with the lame 1

apprehend the nature of a. Spirit as of Bodh ^
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^
fiiTuch as they both agree in the immediate

venus to them , to wit Substance. And the Dif -
Rrenti * do illustrate one another by their mutual
°Pposition ; insomuch that it is impossible that
?ne should understand what is Material Substance ,1

^
Ut lœ must therewith presently understand what

f material Substanceis, or what it is not to have
and Motion of it self, but he must straitway

Perceive what it is to have both in itf
'
elf .

'
y or to be

to communicate them to others .

SECT . XX
p°Ur Object ions which from the perspicuity of the

terms of the Definition of a SPIRIT inset
the Repugnancydf them one to another .

J O R can i divine what may be bete oppo¬
sed, unless . haply they may alledge such

^
t0n of them,are . sufficiently intelligible , if they

^ . considered single, yet if they be compared one
qJjh another they will mutually destroy one an-
Dr .

r - For this Extensionwhich is mingled with ,
t inserted into the nature of a Spirit , seems to
^

® Away the Penetrability and Indivisibility
^
rc°f, as also its faculty of thinking , as its Fe

ftabilit
ln{

■y likewise takes away its power of mo~

J
1

' First , Extension takes away Penetrability s
if one Extension penetrate another, , of

y ahy Bodies.

O § steeesixty
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necessity either one of them is destroyed , or rWtf

equal Amplitudes entirely penetrating one asl'

other , are no bigger than either one of them t Jen1

single, because they are closed within the satoe

limits .
IL Secondly , It takes away Indivisibility ; be'

cause whatsoever is
' extended has parses edif

parses , one part out of another , and therefore j5

Divisible : For neither would it have parts , ^

less it could be divided into them . To which ysll1

may further add , that forasmuch as the parts ^

fabjl antid , nor depend one of another , it is clear

ly manifest that at least by the Divine Pov 'd

they may be separate , and siibsist separate -0^

from another -
\ r

III ; Thirdly Extension, deprives a Spirit
0

the faculty of thinking , as- depressing it - do^

into the same order that Bodies are . And tbsi

there is no reason why an extended Spirit
bz more capable of Perception than Matter tha £ 1 ,

extended .
■ \

IV. Lastly , Penetrability , renders a Spirit
lT

ave Matter ; because , whenas by
of this ' Penetrability it so easily flides throu ^ - - ^

it cannot conveniently be united
Matte

Matter whereby it may move thv, ^ ~ : , , $
without some union or inherency ( a SpiflfN

ing destitute of all Impenetrability ) ’tis imp 0*-1

it should protrude the Matter towards a

The sum of which Four difficulties tends to

ny understand , that though tins

t a Spirit which we -have exhstnteythat v e ma
or Notion ot
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sufficiently plain and explicate , and may be easily
buderstood ; yet from the very perspicuity of the

thing itself , it abundantly appears , that it is
bet the Idea of any possible thing , and much less
of a thing really existing, whenas the parts there¬
of are so '

manifestly repugnant one to another .

SECT . XXI ,

■An Answer to the firsi of the F 'our Objea 'ions.

IIT against as well the Ndlibists as the
Hobbians, who both of them contend that

Extension and Matter is one and the fame thing ,
will prove that the Notion or Idea of a Spirit

^ bich we have produced , is a Notion of a thing
Risible . And as for the Nullibists , who think we
0 much - indulge to corporeal Imagination in this

o^r Opinion of the Extension of Spirits , I hope on
'

Jbe contrary , that I shall shew that it is only from

1
nee, that the Hobbians and NulhbiHs have taken

.
'
Amplitude from Spirits , because their Imagi -

Ration is not sufficiently defecated, and depurated
f^ ni the filth and unclean tinctures of Corporeity ,
t father that they have their Mind over -much
udicted and enslaved to Material things , and so

^ ordered, that lite knows not how to expedite
,

■itself from gross Corporeal Phantasms .
, brom which Fountain have sprung al ! those

. brevities whereby they endeavour to over -

Jelni this our Notion of a Spirit ]as wefh .ill ma -
■ lterfly demonstrate by going throitgh them all .

O and
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*md carefully perpending each of them . For it *s

to be imputed to their gross Imagination , Tl#
from hence that two equal Amplitudes perteffat

®

one another throughout , they conclude thateithf
one of them must therewith perish , or that tW

being both conjoyned together , are no bigger th^
either one of them taken single . For this coM^
from hence , that their mind is so illaqueated
hme -twigged , as it were , with the Idea ’s 311

Properties of corporeal things , that they
but infect; those things also which have noth l(l

j
corporeal in them with this material Tincture ,311.

, Contagion , and so altogether confound , this

p ind is become so dull and obtuse,that they are - j
able to divide that common Attribute of a
mean Extension Metaphysical from special Extefl

pn and Materials and assign to Spirits - their 0
per Extension , and leave to Matter herS . y
according to that known method , whether se

gical or Metaphysical , by intellectual Abffr^ ,
pn prescind the Centrical nature of Extension10
the above laid Species or kinds , thereof 1 ^
lastly , ( which is another sign of their obtstsef^
and dulness ) is their mind able to penetrate
that Spiritual Extension into the Extension ilk
ttrial ; but like a stupid Beast stands lowing s \,u
put , as if the mind itself were become
corporeal ; and if any thing enter they bel'^ ,,
it perishes rather and is annihilated , than 1

^
two things can at the sometime coexist tog# . a
fn the fame Vhi , yV

’hich are Symptoms
°

.^
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The trueNotion of a Spirit.
^ ind desperately sick of this Corporeal Malady
°1 Imagination , and not sufficiently accustomed
^ exercised in the free Operations of the fittest
Eflual Powers .
. And that also proceeds from the fame source ,
* hat supposing two Extensions penetrating one
^ °ther , and adequately occupying the fame

they thus conjoyned are conceived not to be
| reater than either one of them taken by itself
>°t the reason of this mistake is, that the Mind
Gradated and swayed down by the Imagination ,
sotnot together with tire Spiritual Extension pe -
^ trate into the , Material , and follow it through -

but only plaqes itself hard by , and stands
Without like a gross stupid thing , and altogether
ptporeal .For if sire could but , with the Spiritual^ tension ,insinuate herselfinto theMatenasmA . so
Receive them both together as two really distinct :
pensions , it is impossible but that Are should

^tewith conceive them so conjoyned into one
/, *ji-o oe nptwitmtanding not a jot leis man wxien
fY are separated and occupy an Vbi as big again :
, Qr the Extension in neither of them is diminished ,
P

t ffieir Situation only changed . As it also . some -
, ’tfes comes to pass in one and the fame Extension
. *°me particular Spirits which can dilate anti
. sotraQ ; their Amplitude into a greater or lesser
pjss without any Augmentation or Diminution
^ feir Extension , but onely by the expansion

' M r̂aAion of it into another site .

P 4 S £ CT .
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Tsr

5 E C X XXII .

shut besides those THR E E Dimensions rvhick

belong to aty extended things , a FOVR *
”

also is to be admitted . which belongs property
SPIRITS .

HP that I may not dissemble or concea

_ any thing. Although all Material things
considered in themselves , have three Dimenst0^
only j yet there must be admitted in Natur6

^
Fourth , which fitly enough , I think , may be
Jed Essential,Sf̂ tude ; Which , though it
properly appertains to those Spirits which CL
contract their Extension into a less Vbi • y&gl
an sasie Analogic it may be referred also to
rits penetrating as well the Matter as rnutua J
one another ?

* So that wherever ' there are ty}
° .

Essences than one , or more of the fame Bssgrl
^

in the lame Vbi than is adequate to the AbssN
tude thereof,there this Fourth Dimensionis t° ,t
acknowledged , which we call
tude . >

Which assuredly involves no greater rssiA
nancy than what may seem at first view, to v
that considers the thing lest attentively, to b ^
the other three Dimensions . Namely, un ■
would conceive that a niece of Wax
put, soppolc . to the length of an Elslj
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^ ctrds rolled together into the form of a GJobe ,
!°fes something of its former Extension , by this
it;s conglobation , he must confess that a Spirit ,
Neither by the contraction of itself into a less
jPace has lost any thing of its Extension or Essence ,pat as in the abovefaid Wax the dimunitson of
lts Longitude is compensated with the augmen¬
tation of its Latitude and Profundity ; so in a
spirit contracting it self, that in like manner its
Longitude , Latitude , and Profundity being les-
>ned , are compensated by Essential Spi/fitude _yyhich the Spirit acquires by this cpntraction of

And in both cases we are to remember that the
■J te is only changed , but that the essence and exten-!l°n are not at all impaired .

Verily these things by me are so perfectly eve-
■y Way perceived , so certain and tried , that I dare
Meal to the mind of any one which is free from

morbid prejudices of Imagination , andchal -
him to try the strength of his Intellectuals ,

k pother he .does not clearly perceive the thing to
t

e fh as I have defined, and that two equal Ex-
fusions , adequately occupying the very same
3 % he not twice as great as either of them alone ,that they are not closed with the seme terms
tQ

tLe Imagination falsly suggests , but only with

so
^ t l̂ere any need to heap up more words

h
r she solving this first difficulty ; whenas what

jPs ocen briefly seid already abundantly sufficeth
pr

st Le -penetrating their understanding who are
repossess with no prejudice : But for the pier¬

cing
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cing of theirs who are blinded with prejudices ?
infinite will not suffice.

SECT , XXIII .

Answer to the secondObjection, wherethe _
damensal Errottr of the Nuilibists , 'viz . Th4

soever if extended is the Object of Imagit̂
*

tion, is taken notice of.

II.LEt us now try if we can dispatch the If"
conddifficulty with like success, and

If it be not wholly to be ascribed to Imaginatt0^
that an Indifcerptble extension seems to invol^ .
it any contradiction . As if there could be no ££

tension which has not parts real and properly 1

called into which it may be actually divided]
viz . for this reason, that that only is extedf
which has parses extra paries, which being/ rj

ial, may be separated one from another,As
Kbps separate subsist. This is the summary a

account of this difficulty, which nothing but co

rupt imagination fupporteth . {
Now the first source or fountain of this ertP.

oUh & Nullibists, is this ; That they makeevM
-thing -that is extended the Object of the
tion, and every Object of the Imagination ^

, jportal. The latter whereof undoubtedly is tr ’

if it be taken in a right sence ; namely, it they ^• i

, derstand such a perception as is either simply^ y
adequately drawn from external Objects ; °*se „
increasing, diminishing , transposing , or

so
to.
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forming of parts ( as in Chimœriis and Hippocen *.
taurs J is composed of the fame . I acknowledge
all these Idea ’s, as they were sometime seme way
Objects of Sensation, so to be the genuine Objects
°

;
f imagination , and tile perception of these to be

sightly termed the operation of Fancy , and that
all these things that are thus represented , necessa¬
ry are to be looked upon zs corporeal , and conse¬
quently as actually Aivijible .

But that all perception of Extension is such Ima¬
gination , that 1 confidently deny . Forasi
fotich as there is an Idea ot infinite expert*
$°n drawn or taken in from no external sense,but
ls natural and essential to the very faculty of per -
Ceiying ; Which the mind can by no means pluck
^Ut of herself, nor cast it away from her ; but if
ne will rouze herself up , and by earnest and at -

^ ntive thinking , fix her animadversion thereon ,
foe will be constrained , whether she will or no ,to acknowledge , that although the whole matter
°f the World wereeXterm mated out of the Uni -
^

etse , there would notwithstanding remain a cer-
ain subtile and immatend extension which has

agreement with that other Material one , in
jfoy thing , saving that it is extended , as being
^ b that it neither falls under sense, norisimpe -

etrable , nor can be moved , nor diseerpedinto
Parts ; and that this Idea is not only possible , but
ff eJsary , and such as we do not at our pleasure
&

eign and invent , but do find it to be so innate
f0

^ fografted in our mind , that we cannot by anyrce or artifice remove it thence . Which is a
> ost certain demonstration that all Perception of

Extension
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Extension is not . Imagination properly so cab
led .

Which in my Opinion ought to be esteemed one
of thp chiefest and most fundamental Errours oi
the Nullibifls , and to which especially this dim '

culty is to be referred touching an IndiscerpiM &

Extension , For we soe they confess their oW#

guilt , namely , that their Mind is so corrupted bf
their Imagination , and so immersed into it , thaf
they can use no other faculty in the contemplat 1'

on of any extended thing .And therefore when the /
make use of their Imagination instead of their If
teltett in contemplating of it , they necestariy
look upon it as an Object : of Imagination ; that
as a corporeal thing,and discerpible

'mto parts .For ^
I noted above,the sight of their mindby reason
this Morbus Jthis materiom Disease ,if I roM
so speak , is made so heavy and dull,that it cast110

distinguish any Ex tense n from that of Matter , s
allowing it to appertain to another kind , nor hr

Logical or Metaphysical Abstraction presosoo "

from either .
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SECT , XXIV .
I hat Ext ens on as such includes in it neither Divi¬

sibility nor Impenetrability , neither Indivisibility
nor Penetrability,but is indifferent to either two of
those properties .

ANd from hence it is thatbecause a thing is
extended , they presently imagine that it

tlas parses extra parses, and is not Ens unum perf ; dr non per aliudfl Being one by it self,and not bysertue of another , but so framed from the juxta¬
position of parts . Whenas the Idea of Extenff

precisely considered
, in itself includes no such

seing, but only a trinal Distance or /
'olid Ampli -

tude, that is to fay, not linear only and superf -
Clary , ( if we may here use those terms which pro¬
perly belong to magnitude Mathematical ) but
tv'ery way running out and reaching towards
^

rery part . This Amplitude surely,and nothing
Reside , does this bare and simple Extension in-
y^de , not Penetrability nor Impenetrability, nor
„ Visibility nor yet Indivisibility but to either as -

dyaions or properties , or if you will Essential
Terences , namely , to Divisibility and Impene-r
Vihty ? or to Penetrability and Indivisibility , if

^ seidered in itself, is it altogether indifferent,anday be determined to either two of them .
tj

therefore , whereas we acknowledge that
Cre is a certain Extension namely Material ,

which
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which is endued with so stout and invincible art
Av^ ma. or Impenetrability, that it necessarily and

by an insuperable Renitency expels and excludes
dl other Matter that occurs arid attempts to pene¬
trate it,nor suffers it at all to enter , although in the

iimple Idea of Extension , this marvellous virtue
of it is not contained , but plainly omitted , as not
at all belonging thereto immediately and of itieIf’

why may we hot as easily conceive that anothe s
Extension , namely , an Immaterial one , though
Extension in it (elf include ho such thing,is of such
a nature , that it cannot by any other thing whe¬
ther Material or Immaterial be dilcerped ists0

jxtrts ; but by an indissoluble necessary and essen¬
tial Tie be so united and held together with itsese
that although it can penetrate all things and bep e'

netrated by all things,yet nothing can so insinuass
itself into it as to disjoyn any thing of it EsseUc6

any where , or perforate it or make any hole
Pore in it ? that is , that I may speak briefly.

’

What hinders but there may be a Being that se

immediately One of its own nature , and not he

together into one by vertue of some other , situ

Quality or Subjlance ? although every Being

Being is extended, because Extension .in its pre^
ifs

Notion does not include any Physical Division,^
the Mind ir/ected with coporeal imagination -

^ ^
Easily and unskilfully feign it to be npce
there
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SECT . XXV .

^hat every thing that is extended has notparts Phy*
fically difcerpibkythough Logically or Intellectually
divisible.

Jj Or it is nothing which the NulkbiUs here al-
jv ledge , while they lay , That all Extension in-
^ reth parts , and all parts Division . For besides

the first is false, forasmuch as Ens unumper^ a Being one of itself or of its own immediate
jhture , although extended yet includes no parts
^ its Idea , but is conceived according to its pro -
[j

r Essence as a thing as simple as may be , and
before compounded of no parts : We answer

^ °reover, that it is not at all prejudicial to our
though we should grant that this Metaphy-

fa Extension of Spirits is also divisible , but Le-
only , not Physically, that is to fay, is not

fa erpible. But that one should adjoyn a Phyfi-
xfafashility to such an Extension , surely that

necessarily proceed from the impotency of
ji0

^ agination , which his Mind cannot curb ,
separate herself from the dregs and corpo -
foulnesses thereof ; and hence it is that she

tetir es ant̂ infects this pure and Spiritual Ex -
1011 with Corporeal Properties , But that an

tŷ ded thing may be divided Lope ally or In -
t^e

c 11Ely, when in the mean time it can by no
be diseerped , i t sufficiently appears fromevThat a Physical Monad whicn has some Am¬

plitude ,
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plitude , though the least that possible can be, ts
conceived thus to be divided in a Line consists
of any uneven number of Monads, which not'

withstanding the Intellect : divides into two equal

parts . , And verily in a Metaphysical Monads fee '1

as the Holenmerians conceit the Mind of rtiari fe

be , and to possess in the mean time and oectssf
the whole. Body, there may be here again made ?

Logical Distribution , suppose , I subjehtis, as the/

call it , so far forth as this Metaphysical Monad , °l
Soul of the Holemnerians is conceived to poss6^
the Head, or Trunk , or Limbs of the Body . M?

yet no man is so delirant as to think that I
follows,from thence, that such a Soul may be sse

cerped into so may parts , and that the parts
1

disoerped ma^ subsist by themselves.

SECT . XXVI .

An Answer to the latter part os the second Obje L̂,
on , which inferreth the separability of Lj

parts of a Substantial Extension, from the] j
parts being Substantial and -independent
another.

FRom which a sufficiently fit and acC0IT^es
date Answer may be fetched to the

part of this difficulty , namely, to
because the parts of Substance are
and independent one of another , and
by themselves ( as being Sub(lances) W

that they can be discerped , at least bv the
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and disjoyned , and being so disjoyned ,sebsist by themselves . Which I confess to belhe chief edge or stihg of the whole difficulty ,

ĵ
d yet such as I hope I shall with ease file off orsent. For first, I deny that in a thing that isabsoluteiy One and Simple as a Spirit is, . there are

?ny Physical parts , or parts properly so Called,se that they are only falfly feigned and sanded
? ? t, by the impure imagination . But that the
^ nd it self being sufficiently defecated and
jjseged from the impure dreggs of fancy , al-
aoiigh from some extrinsecal respect she niay
Insider a Spirit as having parts , yet at the veryltne time does she in herself, with close attend -A O'bsefve and note , that such an Extension ofself has none . And therefore whenas it has noAts it is plain it has no substantial parts , nor
splendent one of another , nOr siibsistent of^ mselves.
^ And then is much as concerns those pastsAch the stupid and impotent Imagination fan-
r eth in a Spirit , it does ndt follow from thence ,
A? they are Substantial, that they may sub*
silt fPayate by themselves . For a thing to sub-
w v itself only signifies so to lubsist, that it
jt nts not the Prop Of some other Subsets in which

inhere as Jccidtnts do ; So that the parts
t ' a Spirit miy be laid to subsist by themselves
f,,A§n they cannot subsist separate , and so b$bstance still.

P ■■ ■ ■ SECtV
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SECT . XXVII .

That the mutual Independencyof the parts of
extended Substance may be understood in a two¬
fold fence ; with an Answer thereto, taken P*
the first fence thereof.

B U. T what they mean by that mutual Info*
pendency of parts I do not fully understand;

But I sufficiently conceive that one of these tW°
things must be hinted thereby, viz . Either thaf
they are not mutual and effectual causes to on0
another of their Existing , or that their Existent
is understood to be connected by no necessary cofl*
dition at all.

And as for the former sense , I willingly con¬
fess those parts which they fancy in a Spirit at0
not mutual causes of one anothers Existence *
but so, that in the mean time I do most firmty
deny, that it will thence follow that they nraf
be diseerped , and thus difcerpt, be separatelf
conserved , no more than the Intelligible Parts

,
°

a Physical Monad which is divided into two by
our Reason or Intellect ; which sorely are nO
mutual causes of one anothers Existence : or tn
'Members of the Distribution of a Metaphyl ^
Monad according to the Doctrine of the Helen
merians ( viz . The Soul totally being in eeer/
part of the Body ) which no man in his wits ca
ever hope that they may be diseerped , although
the said Members of the division are not the
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seal causes of one another ^ Existence : For they
are but one and the fame Soul which is not the
^ ufeof itself, but was wholly and entirely caused
bXG°d.

®ut you will fay that there is here manifestly
a reason extant and apparent why these Members

the Distribution cannot be dilcerped , and di -
9®rpt separately conserved , because one and

, he lame indivisible Monad occurs in every Mem *

j
er of the Distribution , which therefore since it

P
a single one, it is impossible it should be di*

„cJrped from itself To which I on the other
lae answer , That it is as manifestly extant and
apparent how frivolously therefore and ineptly
Arguments are drawn from Logical or Intelle -'
seal Divisions , for the concluding a real sepa-
ability of parts . And I add further , That as

fictitious Metaphysical Monad cannot be di¬

pped or pluckt in pieces front itself, no mOre
se any real Spirit , because it is a thing most

and most absolutely One, arid which a pure
darkened and possessed with noprejudices

gt Pagination does acknowledge no real parts
aU to be in . For so it would ipfofatlo be a
lpouni Thing ,
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SECT . XXVIII .

An Answer to the Independency of parts taken l#
the second fence.

F ROM whence an easie entrance is
to the answering this difficulty underst°°

^
in the . second fence of the mutual Independent?

0

the parts of a Spirit , whereby their coexiste]1
^

and union are understood to be connected byst
necessary Law or Condition . For that this is AH I
I do most constantly , affirm without all dejrn^ jj
For the coexistences of the parts , as they ^

■them, - of a Spirit , are connected by a La^
. p

Condition absolutely necessary and plainly effeAlA 1

Forasmuch as a Spirit is a mojl simple Being , o1
^

Being unurn per se & non per alirn ; that is>
1 j

of itself or of its own nature immediately f °y
not by another either Substance or Quality . L.
none of thole parts , as the Nullibifts call th6st ,
can exist but upon this condition , that all j°}? -0$
and unitedly exist together ; which Condi st

or Law is contained in the very Idea or natut ^
every Spirit . Whence it cannot be create

any way produced unless upon this conditi ^ y
that all its parts be inseparably and indisterp ^
one ; as neither a Rectangle Triangle , o

^
upon this condition , that the powers of the ^
thetm and Basts , be equal to the power 0 ■

Hypotenufa. W hence the Indiscerpibtlityor ^
nt cannot be removed from it , no
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biyinœ, as the Schoolmen speak, no more than

above-laid Property' be disjoyned from a Re¬
ctangle Triangle . Out of all which I hope it is

length abundantly clear, that the Extension of
spirit does not at all hinder the Indiscerpibility
hereof.

•

’ SECT , XXIX .

Answer to the third Objection touching the Iin -

Perceptivity of an extended Subfiance, viz , 1 bat
whatever is, is extended, and that the NU . L-
^IBISTS WHOL 'ENMERlANS ^ e®-
stfaes cannot give a Reason of the perceptive
Tacuity in Spirits , from their Hypotheses .

TOR is it any lett ( which is the third
, 1 ^ thing ) to the .faculty of Perceiving

Thinking in Spirits : For we do not thrust
^ Wn a Spiritby attributing Extension to it , into
js

e rank of Corporeal Beings, forasmuch as there
Nothing in all Nature which is not in feme fense

funded . For whatever of . Essence there is in
^ thing , it either is or may be actually present

,0nte part of -the matter , and therefore it must

set*
k e ext €nded or be contracted to the nar -

tlefe of a point , and be a meer nothing. For,;
or the Nullibiss and Holenmerians , the Opini¬

ng
°f them both are above utterly routed by

tl)e
’ and quite subverted and overturned from

^ . Very root, that no man may seek subterfuges
lurking holes there. -Wherefore there is a

P z necessity
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necessity that something that is extended have Cod
git ation and Perception in it , orelse there willb 6
nothing left that has. i

that there occurrs no reasonwhy an extended Sp^
rit should be , more capable of Perception thatf
extended Matter, it is verily , in my judgment
a "

very unlearned and unskilful argutation . F°s
we dq not take .all thsopains indemonstrating tf^
Extension of a Sprit , that thence we might ieXcy
put a reason or account of its faculty of perce1'
ving ; but that: it may be conceived to be so?10
real Being and true Substance , and nqt a vain FC
ment , such as is every thing that has no A01? 1*
£ude and is iri no sort extended.

But thole that so stickle and sweat for the pr^
ving their Opinion, that a Spirit is nowhere, ot 1 '
totally in every part of that Vbi it occupies , the/
are plainly engaged of all right , clearly and lk
stinctly to render a: reason out of their Hyfofffx
pf thg Perceptive faculty that is acknowledgedj
Spirits, Namely that they plainly and precis
deduce from hence, because a thing is -norvhefe .
totally in every part of the 'Vbi it occupies, that’■
is necessarily endued with a faculty ofpercefo1 ?
and thinking ; lo that the reason of the consols .
on pf properties with the Subjecty may he cleat ;
thence understood. '

cj nt,Which notwithstanding I am very confide ^
they cgn never perform ; And that Peres

?
^

and Cogitation are the immediate Attribute
some Substance ; and that therefore , as that. n

^
pf Prudence, Enchind; Ethic, Jib. 5 • caP ’

j
'
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s, no Physical reason thereof ought to be

Acquired, nor can be given , why they are in the
Subject: wherein they are found .

SECT . XXX .

■That from the Generical nature of any Species ,
no reason is to be fetcht of the conjunction of the
Essential Difference with it , it being imme¬
diate .

O U T so we are to conclude, that as Substance
Aj is immediately divided into Mater id and
^ material, or into Body and Spirit , where no
reason can be rendred from the Substance in Spi-

as it is Substance , why it should bet Spirit
^ ther than Body .; nor from Substance in a Body,
^ it is Substance , why it should be Body rather
than Sfirit ; But them Essential Differences are
^ mediately in the Subject in which they are
?llnd : So the case stands in the subdivision of

into meetly Plastical and Perceptive, sup-
P°sing there are Spirits that are meetly Plastical ;
M then of a Perceptive Spirit into meetly Sen-
f v e and Intellectual . For there can benoyea -

rendred touching a Spirit as a Spirit in a
ffirit meetly Plastical , why it is a Spirit meerly

fiscal rather than Perceptive : Nor in a Per-
spirit , why it is a Perceptive Spirit rather

tpn meerly PUstical , And lastly , in a Percep -
Spirit Intellectual, why it is Intellectual rather

meerly Sensitive ; and in the merely Serifs
P 4 ttve
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five. Spirit , why it is such rather than . In felieffftff
But these Essential Differences are immediately
in the Subjects in which they arefound , and any
Physical and intrinsecal reason ought not to be
asked , nor can be given why they are in thofe
Subjects , as I noted a little above out of the said
Enchiridion Etbicum.

SECT . XXXI .

That although the Holenmerias and Nullibists tif
give no reason, why that which perceivesshould &
TOTALLY in every part, or should be N 0^
W HERE rather than be in any fort extend6
or somewhere , yet there are reasons .: ofrvi °f ,
enough , why an extended Spirits rather ff 0^
perceivethan extended Matter .

UT however, though we cannot render a
1 reason why this or that Substance as Sub

fiance , be a Spirit rather than Body ; ; or Ww -
this or that Sfirst be Perceptive rather than
\y Plastical ; yet as the reason is sufficiently
why Matter , or Body . is a Substance rather tua
Jccident , so it is manifest enough why that wsoc

^
Perceives, or is Plastical , should be & Spirit ra

^ther than Matter or Body ; which surely is m116
more that} either the Hoknpierians or NulU^M
can yaunt os For they can offer no reason vt s
that whiqh perceives should, rather be
tsian somewhere ; or totally in each part or t
ybi jt dye? occupy, - than otherwise , as iPa

^
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^tiderstoodfrom what we have laid above ,

. But now since the Matter or Body which is
I

''ferpible and Impenetrable, is destitute of itself

y- all Life and Motion , certainly it is consonant
0 reason, that the Species opposite to Body, aud

!yUch is conceived to be Penetrable and Indiscerpi*
e> should beintrinsecally endued with Life in jgg«

jjtal and Motion . And whenas Matter is nothing
pp than a certain stupid and loose congeries os ’

psical Monads, that the first and most imme¬
rse opposite degree in this mdtscerpibk and M-

pable Substance , which is called Spirit , should
? . the faculty of Union , Motion , and Life , in
, *hch all the Sympathies and Synenerges which
jĵ

found in the world may be conceived to com
(p From whence,it ought not at all to seem
js^ nge, that that which is Plastical should be a
wit .

jjAud now as for Perception itself, undoubtedly
fL ^ fortase have either a certain confused pre-
tr e

> or more precise and determinate Notion ,
hj ? as that , whatever it is in which the above -

| Tjynpathies and Synencrgies immediately are ,
cult

°re efPeciaI ,y that to which belongs the fa-
, ^ j^ of Perceiving and Thinkingis a thing of all

1
tlle moR/ubtile and most One that may be.

! Wherefore I appeal here to the Mind and judg -
W 1 of any one , whether he can truly conceive

' more Subtile or more One than
^

e °r
.
Notion of a Spirit as it is immediately

lof ° uifhed from Matter , and opposed thereto ,
^ S ].

Can there be any thing more One than what0 parts , into which it may be diseerped ? or
more



154 The true Motion of a Spirit.
more Subtile than what does not only penetrate
Matter y but itself or at least other Substances o
its own kind ? For a Spirit can penetrate a Sp1'

rit , though Matter cannot penetrate Matter .
There is therefore in the very Effence of a Spifn

although it be Metaphysically extended , no obse^r
reason why all the Sympathies and Synenerg^
why all Perceptions and all manner of Cogitatiois
should be referred rather to it , bv reason of f
Vnity and Subtilty of its nature , than to M Atfu
which is so crass , that it is impenetrable ; and -
far from unity of Effence, that it consists of
posited , parts . But I hope by this I have ab11

dantly satisfied this third difficulty

SECT . XXXII .

'An Answer to the fourth Objection as much $

spetts the H O L E NM ER I ANS
NULLIBISTS , and all those that ac
ledge that the Matter is created of God.

iv . E T us go on therefore to the Fourths
I j last , which from the Penetrability j.

Spirit concludes its unfitness for moving of ™

ter . For it cannot move Matter , hut by jrllr ^
ling it ; nor can it impel it , because it

dfi

measures the nature of a Spirit by the La
Matter , fancying a Spirit like some # <̂ Pa

re \t
through an pver -large or wide hole ,

tar
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tannot stick by reason of the laxness of the passage.

But in tffe mean time , it is to be noted , that
^etther the Molenmerians nor Nullibijls can of
hght object : this difficulty to us, whenas it is much
^ ore incredible that either a Metaphysical[ Monad?

any Effence that is nowhere, should be more fit
.°r the moving Matter , than that which has some
^ plitude , and is present also to the Matter that
*s to be moved . Wherefore we have now only to
t*°

. with such Philosophers as contend that the
jjseole Universe consists of Bodies only : syr as
^ those that acknowledge there is a God , and!
"
jat Matter was created by him , it is not hard for
^ m to conceive , that there may be a certain fa¬
ulty in the Soul, which insome manner , though

!rry shadowishly , answers to that Power in God
I?^ eating Matter ; Namely , that as God, though
^ most pure of ail Spirits - yet creates Matter

!?e most gross of all things ; so created Spirits
. .

emselves may emit a certain Material Verttie,
‘seer spontaneously pr naturally , by which they

j^ y intimately inhere in the Subject Matter , and '
r5

sufficiently close united therewith . Which
\ Cuhy of Spirits in the Appendix to the Antidote

Atheism , is called i/aoWSh*, the Hylopathy
^ spirits , or a Power of affecting or being affe-
i$, |

by the Matter . But I confess that Answer
U els fitly used when we have to do with those
jJj

0 deny the Creation of Matter , and much
- se when . with those that deny there is a God.

SECT .
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SECT . XXXIII .

Aft Answerto those that think there is nothing in
the tVmverfe hut Matter or Body.

Herefore , whenas we have to do wi$

. , such infense Adversaries , and so much
estranged from all knowledge andacfcnowledg '

fiieflt of Incorporeal Things , verily we ought *0

behave ohrfelves very cautiously and circut*1'

Tly , and something more precisely to confide
tie Title of the Question , which is not , Wh 6'

her we .east accurately discern and declare &6

mode Or way that a Spirit moves Matter , hut

whether its Penetrability is repugnant with
faculty of moving Matter . But now it is man1'

fest, if a Spirit could be united and as it
cohere with the Matter , that it might eahv
move Matter ; forasmuch as if there be at all any
such thing as a Spirit , it is according to the co^

'

mon Opinion of all men to be acknowledged
true Principle and Fountain of all Life and
lion . Wherefore the hinge of the whole c°n

troverfie turns upon this one pin , Whether iy
3

repugnant that any Spirit should be united and ?

it were cohere with Matter , or by whatever firny
ness or fastening ( whether permanent or m

mentaneous ) be joyned therewith .
Now that it is not repugnant , I hope I \

clearly demonstrate from hence , that the »n( <^
of Spirit with Matter , is as intelligible as the
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of onepart of Matter with another. For that

MZht in reason to be held an Axiome firm and
sere, That that is possible to bef in which there k
f °und no greater ( not to lay less ) difficulty of so

ebzg, than in that which we really find to be , But
see one part of Matter really and actually

United with another , and that in some Bodies
^ ith a firmness almost invincible , as in some
^ nes and Metals , which are held to be the hard¬
er of all Bodies. But we will for the more fully
pderstanding the business , suppose a Body ab»
|
°lutely and perfectly hard, constituted of nopar -

*lcses, but the very Physical Monads themselves ,sed without all pores,

1 ask therefore here , By what vertue , or by
manner of way do the parts of so perfect a

fihd cohere ? Undoubtedly they can alledge no-
jNg here besides immediate contactand reft ; For
t they fly to any other affections which are allied
? Life and Sense , they are more rightly and
^°re easily understood to be in a Spirit than in
§

4ttyr ; and we will presently pronounce that a
may adhere to Matter by the seme vertues .

tj
“ Ut that the parts of Matter cohere by bare

ij0
°ugh immediate contact , seems as difficult , if

y/ n^ore difficult , than that a Spirit penetrating
\f tter should cleave together into one with it :
y/ the contact of the parts of Matter is every
aVere only superficial , but one and the seme in*
Tffpiblt spint penetrates and possesses the whole' 4tt£r at once.

Nor
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Nor steed we fear at all, that it will not fa*

here because it cast Ib easily slide in, and there"

fore as it may seem, slide through , and pass awas '

4
D

For hi a Body perfectly solid , suppose A>
^

which we will conceive seme particular Suf^E
'

fides , suppose E , A, C ; this SuperficiesE,As *

is assuredly so glib and smooth , that there cast g
nothing imagined more smooth and glib : Wh ^ Pj
fore why does not the upper part of this se/j
Cube C , D , E, by any the slightest impulses ;
upon the inferiour part of the Cube E , F, A 0
specially if the inferiour part E , F, C , be
fast , while the superior is impelled or thrust
ward ? Surely this easiness of the sliding of

dies perfectly smooth and glib , which touch i
^

mediately one another , their easiness ', I fast ^
sliding one upon another , does seem at |er

necessary to our Imagination , as the procliv ^ f

the passing of a Spirit through the Bodies ;
netrates . Wherefore if two parts of Mat .

suppose E,D .,C , and E , F, C , which Our I 111 A '

nation doth most urgently suggest to us that *jjf
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Vill always with the least impulse Hideone uponMother, do yet notwithstanding adhere to oneMother with a most firm and almost invincibleŝtion , why may not then a Spirit, which our^ agination suspects will so easily past throughBody, be united to a Body with equal firm¬est ? whenas this is not more difficult than the0ther, yea rather much more easie if one would^ nsider the thing as it is, laying asideallpreju-, lce. g ut; now since the Penetrabilityof a Spiritnotrepugnant with its union with Matter, it is^ oifest that its faculty of moving Body is at all;fpUgnant with its Benetr.ability. Which is thelilingthat was to be demonstrated.But it half repentsme that I have with sogreatseparation and pomp attacked so small a diffi-and have striven so long with meer Elu-and prestigiousJuggles of the Imagination ,V^hich casts such a Mist of fictitious Repugnan-
n

e,s vn the true Idea of a Spirit) as with soma -J Phantomes andSpectres of an unquiet Night .t m the mean time I have made it abundantlyq
a*hfest . that there are no other Contradictionstt ^ePugnancies in this our Notion of a Spirit,i ^ - ^^ hat the minds of our Adversaries, polluted;h ]

*
impure dregs of Imagination, and un-I forr ahstract Metaphysical Extension from Cor-

\ Actions , do foully and slovenly clart up-t\J ’ a°d that this Idea lookt upon in itself doesaPPear to be a Notion at leastof a thingWar
^ 7 which is all that we drive at in this

ft
SECT .
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SECT . XXXIV .

^ F) that it jtna'
y appear more plausible, ^

will not omit in the last placeto take ^
tice , how far it is countenanced and confifJ^f (
by the common suffrage of our Adversaries : f

°
s

tne Hobbians$ and whatever other Philosop *16.
else of the seme stamp, do plainly assent totj8

this , That whatsoever really is, is of necefl1 ^
exfended. But that they hence inferthat tl^r^

nothing in Nature but what is CorpodeaU
*

^
truly they do very unskilfully and inconseqofjl
coifed , they by softie weaknese or morbidtf e!
mind tumbling into so foul an errOur . F°r \ 0
impossible that the mind of man, unless it '

f . 0{
ladeft and polluted with the dregs and drOl

Corporeal Imaginaiion , should softer itself to

into such a grose and dirty Opinion. , tJj&
But that every thing that is , is extended

Nullibifts also themselves seemto meto be tic ^
very point of acknowledging it for true an ^
tain . For they do not dissemble it, buttn ^ jc

Sprit be somewherej it necessarily folios'8 ^
is also extended. And they moreovergra
by . its Operation it is present to or in the i.

and that the EJsence of a Spirit is not Jef ‘

from its Operations.
W

How far the Notion of a Spirit here defended *

* countenanced and confirmed by the common J ,{J

all Adversaries «
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But thgjt a thing should be, and yet not be any

Here in the whole Universe , is so wild and mad
a Vote, and so absonous and abhorrent from all
^ 2.son, that it cannot be said by any man in his
^ so>, unless by way of sport or seme him jest,
as I have intimated above ; Whence their caie
!s the more to be pitied , who captivated and

pnded with admiration of the chief Author of
0 absurd an Opinion , do so solemnly and seri-

j^By embrace , and diligently endeavour to po-
1 B the same.
. And lastly , as for the Holenmerians, those of
stem who are more cautious and considerate , do
0 explain their Opinion , thaf it scarce seems to
lBer an hairs breadth from ours . For though

affirm that the Soul is in every part , yet
ftey fay they understand it not of the Quantity

} Ex tension of the Soul , whereby it occupies
Whole Body , but of the perfection of its Es

^ soand Versue : Which however true it may be

^ soe Sou/, it is most undoubtedly true of the
l"oine Nmnen , whole Life and Essence is most

and most full every where , as being such

^Ii
’jV'ery where contains infinite Goodness, Wisdom,
'* Power .

\vl • we Bee that this Idea or Notion of a Spirit
MV

1
-
s B£re exhibited to the world , is not only

h f e in itself , but very plausible and unexceptw-

Aa nc* ^ oh as all parties , if they be rightly
Do

erwood , will be found whether they will or
contribute to the discovery of the trutst

teiu
^ hdity thereof . And therefore is such as
not unusefully nor unseasonably concludea this
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this First Part of Saducisnms IrwmphstM , which
treats of the Possibility of Apparitions and Witch¬
crafts but make the way more easie to the acknoW'

ledgment of the force of the Arguments of th?
Second Part , viz. . The many Relations that ar? *
produced to prove the Actual Existence of Spirit
and Apparitions.

'
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