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An IntroduSiion to the (Proof of the Existence
of Apparitions , Spirits, and Witches .

SEC T. I.
The great usefulness and season &bkness of the pre¬sent Argument , touching Witches , and Appari¬tions , in subserviency to Religion.

T
H E Question , whether there are Witchesor not , is not matter of vain Specula¬tion , or of indifferent Moment ; butan Inquiry of very great and weightyImportance . For , on the resolution of it , de*fends the Authority and just Execution of someof our Laws ; and which is more , our Religionin its main Doctrines is nearly concerned . Thereis no one, that is not very much a stranger to theW orld but knows how Atheism and Infidelityhaveadvanced in our days , and how openly they nowoare to shew themselves in Asserting and Difpu -ll |ig their vile Cause . Particularly the difiinUi -° n of the S oul from the Body , the Being of Spirits ,‘Uld a Future Life are Assertions extreamly de¬vised and opposed by the Men of this sort, and iflose those Articles , all Religion comes to no*^hing . They are clearly and fully Asserted in thesacred Oracles , but those Wits have laid aside

these



2 The Introduction?
these Divine Writings ^ They are proved by the

believers, divers of them are YooThallow'to ' t e'

But there is one Headof ArgimsentstHatstrou -
bles them much , and that is, the Topick of
Witches and Apparition? . Ifylueh there are , it is
a sensible proof of Spirits and another bile , an
Argument of more direct force than any Specu¬
lations, or Abstract reasonings,

' and stseh an bhs
as meets With all didforts of 'Infidels? On which
account theylabour ' with all tfidir might to per
swade themselves and others, that Witches and
Apparitions ■ are >bub MelsnchdlM
efafty : Jwtpofiiutds % nst hereit ^ generally , flse'h

they - begin -withsthgsyoungomen, whose uridel'

standings thepdaftgiito DebaUtzhi:
■ They e^ iose -and deride all Relationsof Spirit
and '■Witchcrafts and furnisti them with . some
little Argumenfsymraather Colours against the^r

Eœifience . And/youth is very neady to entertain
soch 'Opinions as Will help them to -phansie *

the /
are wiser than the generality of hien . AndvvheU
they have once swallowed this Opinion -

and are

Mss -there are noWitches*nor -Apparitions , tney
are preparedfor -thc denial Of Sfirsts,- a lAfe t°

come,, add allthe/other ‘Principles of Rdigiofi‘

So that I think it Will be a constderable and very
seasonable

'service to it , fully to debate and kW .
this matter , which I shall endeavour in the ro

lowing sheets , and I hope so, as not to imp0
^

upon my selfor others, by empty Rhetoricatiofl^
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lous Relations , or Sophistical Reasonings , jburt*
treat on the Question with that . freedom , and
plainness , that becomes one that is neither fond *fanciful nor credulous .

f SECT , II.
\ The true fiating of the Question by defining what *

a Witch and Witchcraft is. ' -

I Know that a great part of the Labour inmost
Controversies , useth to be bestowed on thingsimpertinent to the main business, and by themthe Minds of both sides are so confounded , that

they wander widely from the point in difference,and at last lose it quite . It would quicklyrsiethus in the Question of Witchcraft , and usuallyis so, without previous care to avoid it . But I
■ shall take the best I can, that my pains on this

Subject: be not so mis-bestowed , but closelyaspiplyed to the purpose : And in order thereuntoshall briefly define the terms of the Question , andthen set down what I grant to mine Adversaries ,and what I demand from them . And when thesePreliminaries are well adjusted, we shall proceed^ ith more distinctness , and still see whereabout1 are , and know how far what is affirmed ot
proved , reaches the main matter in debate .The Question is , whether there are Witdhes

. not . Mr . Webster accuseth the Writers onsoe Subject of defect , in not laying down aPerfect Description of a Witch or Witchcraft ,



H The IntroduStion,
or explaining what they mean , p . 20 . What hia

perfect Description is, I do not know ; but I

think I have described a Witch or Witchcraft in

my Confederations, , sufficiently to be understood ,
and the Conception which I, and , I think , most
Men have is , That a Witch is one, who cast do of

seems to do firange things, beyond the known Power

of Art and ordinary Nature, by vertue of a, Confe¬
deracy with Evil Spirits.] Strange Things, , not
Miracles ; these are the extraordinary Effects of

Divine Power , known and distinguished by their

circumstances,
’ as I shall shew in due place . , The

strange things are really performed, and are not all

Impostures and Delusions,; The Witch occasions,
but is not the Principal Efficient , she seems .to do

it , but the Spirit performs the wonder ,- some¬
times immediately , as in Transportations and

Poffefions , sometimes by applying other Natural

Causes , a$ in raising Storms, and inflicting Dis¬

eases , sometimesusing the Witchas an Instrumentj

and either by tlie Eyes or Touch , conveying Ma'

lign InfluencesAnd these things are done by

vertue of a Covenant , or Compost betwixt th®

Witch arid an Evil Spirit. A Spirit, viz . an D -

teUigent Creatureof the InvisibleWorld / whether

one of the Evil Angels called Devils , or an In fe"

riour Daimon or Spirit , or a wicked Souldeparteds
but one that is able and ready for mischief an .
whether altogether Incorporeal or not , apper'

tains not to this Question .
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S E C T. III .

That neither the Not Ation of the Name thAt fig*
nifies indifferently , nor the fAlfe Additions of
others to the Notion of a Witch can Any my
diffettle the Authors definition.

'TI/Tils
’
I take to be a plain beferipiwn sf

. 1 \ve mean by a Witch and Witchcrafts
What Mr. Websterand other Advocates for Wit «

] ehes .j talk concerning the words whereby thefe
I are ejjprest^ that they are improper arid Metlphp -*
I

tical , irghitying this , and signifying that , tsal -e
| together idle and impertinent . ‘The word Witch
1 figmfies orginally a Wife Man , Or rather a Wise

Woman . The fame doth Saga in the Latine , and
j plairily so doth Wi &zard in English sighifie a
- Wife Man, and they are vulgarly called eunnmg ’

Men or Women . An Art , Knowledge , Cunning
they have that is extraordinary ; but it is far from .
true Wisdom , and the w ord is degenerated into

ill sense, as Magia is.
, So then they are called, and We need looh riO
. farther , it is enough , that by the Wordy we means

Thing and Person I have described , which is
,

die common meaning ; and Mr . Wehfier mdlhe resi prevaricate when they make it sighifie ail
^ ordinary Cheat , a Couzener, a Poyfoner, Seducer ,
\

a-nd I know not wliat . Words signifie as they
i Reused , and in common use, Witch and Witch *
(

trafi > do indeed imply these , but they imply
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more , viz . . Deluding , Cheating and Hurting by
the Power of an Evil Spirit in Covenant with a
wicked Man yr Woman : This is our Notion of
a Witch .

Mr . Webser I know will not have it to be a
a perfect: Description . He adds to the Notion of
the Witch he oppofeth , carnal Copulation with
the Devil j and real Transformation into an Hare ,
Cat, Dog, Wolf ; the lame doth Mr . Wagfafe . ,
Which is , as if a Man should define "an Angel
to be a Creature in the shape of a Boy with
Wings , and then prove there is no such Being'
Of all Men I would not have Mr . Webster to 1
make my Definitions ,for me ; we our selves are to
have the leave to tell what it is that we affirm and j
defend . And I have described the Witch and
Witchcraft , that sober Me'n believe and assert-
Thus briefly for Defining . . i

SECT . IV .

What things the Author concedes in this Contfo- j
verse about Witches and Witchcraft .

I Shall let the Patrons of Witches know what ^
I allow and grant to them ; ,

First , I grant , That there are some Witty an

Ingenious Men of the opposite Belief to me int

Question . Yea, it is accounted a piece of
to laugh at the Belief of Witches as silly Crests
lity . And some Men value themselves upon ^

’

«.nd prideMiem in their supposed Sagacity of 5
^
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ing the Cheat that imposethon so great a part of
Believing Mankind. And the Stories of Witches
and Apparitions afford a great deal of Subject for
Wit , which it is pity that a witty Man should
lose .

Secondly , I own that some of thole who deny
Witches have no design against, nor a disinclina¬
tion to Religion, but believeSpirits, and a Lifeto
come , as other sober Christians do, and so are
neither Atheists , Sadducees , nor Hobhists .

Thirdly, I allow that . the great Body of Man¬
kind is very credulous , and in this matter so , that
they do believe vain impossible things in relation
to it . That carnal Copulation 'with. the Devils
and real Transmutation, of Men and Women into
other Creatures are suchu That people are apt
to impute the extraordinaries of Art , or Nature
to Witchcraft , and that their Credulity is often-
abused by subtle and designing K,naves through
these . That there are Ten thousand silly lying
Stories of Witchcraft and Apparitions among the
vulgar . That infinite such have beenoccasioned
by Cheats and Popijh Superstitions , and many
invented and contrived by the Knavery of Popish
Priests. ,

4 Fourthly* I grant that Melancholy and Imagi¬
nation have very great force * and can beget
strange perfwasions. . And that many Storiesof
Witchcraft and Apparitions have been but Melan¬
choly fancies.

Fifthly, I know and yield, that there ate ma¬
ny strange natural Diseases that have odd Sym-
ptombs, and produce wonderful and astonishing

B b %■ effects
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effects beyond the usual course of Nature , and
that such are sometimes falsty ascribed to Witch -
craft .

Sixthly , I own , the Popi(h Inquifitours , and
other Witch -finders have done much wrong , that
they have destroyed innocent persons for Witches,
and that Watching and Torture have extorted
extraordinary Confessions from some that were
not guilty .

Seventhly and Lastly , I grant that the Transe
actions of Spirits with Witches, which we affirm
to be true and certain , are many of them very
strange and uncouth , and that we can scarce give
any account of the Reasons of them , or well re¬
concile many of those passages to the commonly
received Notion of Spirit s7 and the State of the
next World .

If these Concessions will do mine Adversaries
in this Question any good , they have them freely-
And by them I have already almost spoiled al*
Mr . IVehfter 's and Mr . WagftaffPs, and the other
Witch -Advocates Books, which prove little else?
than what I have here granted . And having
been 1b free in Cencessions, I may expect tJiaC

something should be granted me from the other

party .
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Advertisement

Those that are mentioned in the second Concession,
though they are not Atheists , Sadducees nor Hob -
bists ; yet if they deny Witches , it u slain they
are Antiscripturists , the Scripture so plainly at-

i the contrary .

SECT . V.
The Postulata whichthe Author demands os hit

Adverstries as hts jus right .
'He demands that I make are ; First? Tliat

M whether Witches are or are not , is a que¬stion of Fact: : For it is in estect , whether anyMen or Women have been , or .are in Covenant
With Evil Spirits , and whether they by the Spi~
*its help , or he on their account performs such
or such things. >

Secondly , That matter of Fact can only be
proved by immediate Sense , or the Testimony°f others, Divine ot Humane. To endeavourto
demonstrate Fact by abstract reasoning and fpe -

i Elation , is , as if a Man should prove that Ju -
< Cæsar .sounded the Empire of Rome

, . by Al -

Z^hra or Metaphysicks . So that what Mr .
faith, p . 43 . That the true and proper me-

dunus to prove the actions of Witches by , are
ptripture and found Reason , and not the itapro-

]S b "

. per
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per way of Testimony ( which we use in the op¬
position that Testimony stands - to Scripture and
sound Piston

'
) is very Non -senie.

Thirdly , That the History of the Scripture is

not all Allegory, but generally hath a plain literal
and obvious meaning .

Fourthly , That seme Humane Testimonies are
credible and certain , viz . They may be se cir¬
cumstantiated as to leave no reaIon of doubt . For
our Senses sometimes report truth , and all Man¬
kind are not Liars , Cheats , and Knaves , at least

they are not all Liars , when they have no Interest
to be,so.

Fifthly , That which is sufficiently and unde¬

niably proved , ought not to be denied, because we
know not how it can be, that is, because there

Are difficulties in the conceiving of it . Other¬
wise Sense and Knowledgeis gone as well as Faith -

For the Modus of most things is unknown , and
the most obvious in Nature have inextricable
difficulties in the Speculation of them , as I have
shewn in my Scepsis Scientifica .

Sixthly and lastly , we are much in the dark , aS

to the Nature and ffinds of Spirits , and the pa1"

ticuUr condition of the other World . The AU'

gels , Devils , and Souls happiness and misery W§

know , but what |dnd $ are under these generals ,

and what actions , circumstances and ways o

Life under those States we little understand . Thelf

are my PostuUta or demands , which I flippy e

wi ' l be thought reasonable ^ anc} such as need
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