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4n IntvoduStion tothe Proof of the Exiffence
of Apparitions, Spirits, and Witches,

C i S b b

Zhe great ufefulne(s and j}aﬁ?_ﬁmélemﬁ of the pres
ﬁ;gt‘ ,/Irguwent, taucbz'izg WltChBS, axd APPal'i"
tions, # fubferviency to Religion,

HE Queftion,whether thereare Witches

Or not, is not matter of vain Specula-

tion, or of indifferent Moment ; but

an Inquiry of very great and weighty
Importance, For, on the refolution of it, des
bends the Authority and juft Execution of lome
of our Laws ; and which is more, our Religion
n1ts main Doctrinesis nearly concerned. There
IS no one, thatis not very much a ftranger to the
World butknows how Atheifm and Infidelizy have
dvanced in our days, and how openly they now
are to fhew themfelvesin Afferting and Difpu-
ting their vile Caufe. Particularly the 4iftiniti-
%% of the Soul from the Body, the Being of Spirits,
204 2 Furyre Life are Aflertions extreamly de-
Piled and oppofed by the Menof this fort, and if
We Jofe thofe Articles, all Religion comes to fo-
thing, They are clearly and fully Aflerted in the
| dacred Oracles, but thofe Wits have laid a}?c}‘e
thele




8 The IntroduStion.
thefe Divine Writings: They are proved by the
beft-Philofophy-and-higheft-Reaforrs-but thetin-
Pelievers, divers of thenr are too fhallow to~be
capable ,of fisck proofs, and the more fubtle are
ready 0 Scepticize dWay tholcgrotmnds. ™ L E
Bat ithere s one Headof Argumentstliat trou-
bles them much, and’ that is, the Topick of
Witches and Apparstions. - Ifluch there are, itis
a fenfible proof of Spirits and another Life, an
Argument of more direct force than any Specu-
Tations, or Abftralt reafonings, and fuchan one
a meots with all theforts of Tnfidels.  On which
account they‘labeur’with all their might topet;
fwade themfelves and others, that Wizches an
Appiritions ard i bubMelancholich “Dicemsg Of
crafty Tupoftiies 'y and heredt isgenerally, g;ha‘?
thely :begin owithiehe youngomen, whofe ufider”
flandings they defigrito Debatgh! £
- Thay. expoft iind derideall Reldtionsof Spiyits
and WG rsherafes “and | furnifhichem’ withfom?
little Arguments) ot rather/Colours againftiche!
Buiffence. - Ardligoutlyis veryiready to entertai!
Sl Opinions as Wil help ther to phanfie; ahe
aréwifer than the generality of Ment ' And Whe
they have oneafivallowed rhis Opiniony and are
furgithere are no Wiishes not Apparirions s Fl.lES;-
are " prepated (for the denial ef Sparits, @ f—"{f et
cont'; ancd 4lPehe other Principles-of Re/g/
So' that T thinkitxwvillbe a confiderable and Ve?;
feafonable fervice fo it, fully to debate and fett ;
this- matter; swhich T fhall endeavour 1nthe %
lowing fheets, and I-hope {o; ds not to unpO
upon my {elfor others; by empty Rhetorica?;i{:



The Intioduion.. 3
lous: Relations, .or: Sophiftical Reafonings, sbus
treat on the Queftion with that: freedom and
plainnefs, that becomes one that isneither fond;
fanciful nor credulous: , Vit

$BCT. T

{ The sy ftin of the Queftion by defining W}’?;a?’;;
fi Wiéh and Witchicrafe %, e

Know that a great part of ‘the Labour inmofk
‘Controverfies, ufethto be beftowed on things
| impertinent to the main bufinefs, and by them
- the Minds of bothifides are o confounded, that
. they wander widsly from the point in differénge,
and at laft lofe- it quite; Jt'would quicklyrbe
. thusiin the ‘Queftion;of Witcheraft, ‘and ufuatly
- 15 fo, without ‘previous care tosaveid i, Bufl
Thall take the belt T cany ‘that my pains on’this
Subject be not £o ‘mil-beftowed,” but clofelylaps
plyedto: the purpofe-: And'in order thereunto
fhall'briefly define the terms of the Queition; and
then fee down what I grant tomine Adverfarics,
and' -what 1 demind fromthem. - And when thefe
Ereliminaries are well adjufted, e fhall proceed
| With more diftin€tnefs, and fill fee whereaboise
We are, and | know' how far what'is affirmed lok
Proved, reaches the main matter in debate, !

. The Queftion is, whether there are Witdhés
| OF not.  Mr. Webjfter accufeth the Writers on
| Ye Subjet of defe€t, in not laying down a
. Perfedy Defcription of a Witch o Witcheraft,
or




? The Introdullion. |
or explaining what they mean, p. 20. W hat hi3

erfect: Defcription is, I do not know ; but I
think T have defcribed a Witch or Witcheraft in
my Conflderations, fufficiently to be underftood,
and the Conception which I, and, I think, moft
Wen have is, That « Witch is oney who fag do ar
Jeems to do firange thingsy beyond, the known Power
of Art and ordinary Nature, by wertue of a.Confe-
deracy with Ewvil Spirits.} Strange Thinas,, 1ot
Miraslés ¢ thefe are the extraordinary Effeéts of
Divine Power, known and diftinguifhed by their

circumftances, as I fhallfhew in due place. . THe

frrange things aré really performed, and-are not al

Impoftures and Delufionss . T he Witch occafionss
but 15 not the Principal Efficient, fhe feems to do
it, but the Spirit performs the wonder, {fome-
times immediately , as in Zranfportations an

Poffeffions, fometimes by applying other Natural
Caufes, as in raifing Storms, and infiéting Dyf-
eafes, fometimes ufing the Witchas an Inftrumerts
and either by tlie Eyes ot Touch, conveying M&”
lign Influences i And thefc things arc done by
vertue Of a Cotienant , O ECompadf betwixt £1
Witeh anid an Ewil Spirit. B Spirit, viz. an 17
telligent Creatdre of the Invifible World, whether
one of the Evil Angels called Devils; or an101¢”
riour Demon or Spirit,or a wieked Soul departeds
but one that is able and ready for mifehieb ant

whether altogether Incorporeal or not» apper
tains not to this Queftions :

$pCT!
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$.57C. i d T}

That neither _zi:é Notation of the Nawse that fizs
mifies indifferently , nor the falfe Additions of
others to the Notion of a Witch can any way

diffettle the Authors definition:

I His I take to be 2 plain. Defeription of whit |
-&. we mean by a Witch and PVit;hciy;z:ftﬁ
What Mr. Webfter and other Advocates for
ches . tallt concerning the words wherchy thefs
are exprefty that they are improper and Metaplio
tical, fignifying this; and fignifying thas, isale
togecher idle and impertinent, - The word Witch
Ggnifies orginally 2 Wife Mas, orrather & Wile
Worrtan.  The fame doth §sgs in the Latine, and
Plainly fo doth Wizzard in Englith figrifie &
ife Man,-and they are vulgarly called eunning
en or Women. An Art, Knowledge, Cunning
they have that i extraordinary ; but itis far from.
ttue Wildom, and the word is degenerated into

te

| 2nill fenfe, as Magia is.

. So then they are called, and twe néed fook rio
furcher, it isenougli, that by the Wordy we meam

| the 75,57 and Perfur | have deferibed; which is
He common meaning ; and Mr. Webfer and

H¢ reft prevaricate when they make it figiific afk
Otdinary Chear , a Couzencry a Poyfoner, Seducer,

| 80d 1 know not what, Words fignifie as thezr"

- 8% ufed, and in commén e, Witch and Witch-

aft, do indeed imply thefe; -but they imply
Bb morey




€  The'Introdnétion.
mote, viz. Deluding, Cheating and Hurting by

the Power of an Evil Spirit in Covenant with @

wicked Man or Woman : This is our Notion of

a IVitch. ,
Mr. Webfter T know will not Haye it to be 2
a perfe€t DefCription. “He addstothe Notion 0
the Witch he oppofeth, carnal Copulation with
the Dewvil, and real Tyansformation 1nt6 an Hare,
Caz, Dog, Wolf ; the fame doth Mr. Wag/ftaffe.
Which “1s, as if 2 Man fhould define'an Angel
to be'd Creature “in.the {Hape‘of'a Boy with
Wings, and then’prove there is no fuch Beingr
Of all ‘Men T would not have Mr. Webfter 0
make my Definitions for me ; we'our felvesaret0
have thé leave to tell whatitis that we affirm an
- defend.” ‘And T have delcribed the Wirch and
Witchéraft , that fober Men believe and aflert
Thus'briefly for Defiting.

e

SECT. TV.

What things the Author concedes in this Cont??”
werfie abont Witches and Witcheraft.

T Shall let the Patfons of Witches kriow What
T allow and grant tothem ;

PRI, T grant, That there are fome Wittyaﬂd-

Ingenious Men of the oppofite Belief to me l%it
Queftion. Yea, it is accounted a piece of g
to laugh at the Belief of Witches as filly Cre o
lity. -And {ome Men value themfelves upof*s

i A 3 . & of feer
2nd pridethem in their fuppofed Sagacity & o
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ing the Cheat that impofeth on{ogreat a part of
Believing-Mankind. '~ And the Stories of Vitches
and dpparitions afford a great deal of Subject for
l“?t’ which i is pity that @ witty Man fhould
ofe. : _

- Secondly, T'own that fonie of thofe $vho deny
Witches have no defignagainft, nor a difinclina-
tion to Religion, but believe Spirits;and a Lifeto
come, as other fober Chriftians do, and fo are
neither Atheifts) Sadducees, nor Hobbiffs.
o Thirdly; Tallow thati the great Body of Man-
kind is veryeredulous, andin this matter {0, that
they do believe vain impoffible things in.relation
t0"1t. " That carnal Copulation' with the Devil ,
and redl Tranfmutation of Mén and Women into
other Creatures ‘are fuch: ¢ That people are apt
to impute the extraordinaries of Art, or Nature
to Witchorafty 'and that their Credulity is ofter
abufed by f{ubtle and' defigning K#dves through
thefe. Thae there are Ten thoufand filly lying
Stories of Witcheraft and Apparitions among the
vulgar. 'That infinite fuchhave beed oecafioned
by Cheats and. Popifh Supetftitions , and many
lnvented and contrived by the Knavery of Popz’fi
Priefts. i , in :

Fourthly; I grant that Melancholy and Itagi-
Nation have very great force, and can beget
firange perfwafions. . And that many Storiesof
Witcherafs and Apovaritions have been but Melan-
choly fancies. e RE

Fifthly, I know and yield, that there are ma<
. 1y ftrange natural Difeafes that have odd Sym-<
. Promizs, and produce wonderful and aftonifhing
Bb 2 effells




8 The IntroduStion.

eflefks beyond the ufual courfe of Nature, and
that fuch are fometimes falfly alcribed to Wisch-
eraft.

jS[ixthly, I own, the Popifb Inquifitours, and
other Witch-finders have done much wrong, that
they have deftroyed innocent perfons for Wazches,
and that Watching and: Torture have extorted
extraordinary Confeffions/from fome: that were
not guilty. oy :

Seventhly and Laftly, I grant-that the Tranf-
ations of Spirirs with Witches, which weaffirm
to be true and certaing are many of them very
ftrange and uncouth, ‘andthat we can fcarce give
any account of theReafons of them, or well re-
concile many of thofe: paflages to the commonly
received Notion of Spirirs, and the State of the
next World. Rt )

If thefe:Conceffions will do mine Adverfaries
in this Queftion any good, they havethem freelf:
And by them T have already almoft fpoiled al
Mr. Webjer’s and M. Wag ffaff’s, and the other
Witcli-Advocates Books; which prove little €lfes
than 'what I have here granted. - And baviis
been {0 free in Cenceffions, I may expeét that
fomeéthing fhould be granted me from the ather

party
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Tibe IntroduStion. 9

ADVERTISEMENT.

Thofe that are mentioned in the [econd C omf[/fm,
thongh they ave not Atheifts, Sadducees #or Hob-
bifts ; yes if rhey demy Witches, it u plain they
are Antifcripturifts, the Scripture [o plainly ai-

. tefling the contrary.
|
R E AR R T

ThePoftulata which the Author demands of b
Adwverfaries as his Juft right.

He demands that I make are ; Firfts That

A whether Witches are orareno, is a que-
' ftion of Faét: For it is in efe@, whether any
" Men or Women have been, orarein Covenant
With Evi/ Spirits, and whether they by the Spi-

| vits help, or he on their account performs fuch
. or fuch things. ~
Secondly, That matter of Fadk can only be

. Proved by immediate Senfe, or the Teftimony:
| Of others, Divine or Hymane. Toendeavourto
- demonftrate Fact by abfiratt reafoning and fpe-
( Culation, is, as if a Man fhould prove that Fu-
| ling' Cofar founded the Empire of Rome, by A/-
| &bra or Metaphyficks.  So that what Mr. Web-
#er faith, p- 43. That the true and proper me-
| JMus to prove the aftions of Witches by, are
Stripture and found Reafon, and not the impro-
R ‘ Bbs- per
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per way of Zeftimony (which we ufein theop-
pofition that Ttffimony ftands«to Scripture and

found Rezfon) is very Non-fenie. _
Thirdly, That the Hiftory of the Scripture 1s

notall dllegory, but generally hath 2 plain lireral

and obvious meaning.

Fourthly, That {fome Humane Teftimonies are
crediblé and certain, wiz. They may be {o cir-
cumftantiated as to leave no reafon of doubt. For
our Senfes fometimes report truth, and all Man-
Lind are not Liars, Cheats, and knaves, at leaft
they are not all Liars, when they have no Intereft

- to befo.
Fifthly, That which is fufficiently and unde-
niably proved, ought not to be denied, becaufe we
know not how it can be, that is, becaufe theré
are difficulties in the conceiving of it. Other~
wife Senfe and Knowledge is gone as well as Fuith.
For the Modus of moft things is unknowi, an
the molt obvious in Nature have inextricable
dificulties in the Speculation of them, as I have
thewn inmy Seepfis Scientifica. ).l
Sixthlyand laftly, wearemuch in the dark, 45
to the Nature and Kinds of Spirits, and the p4’~
viculsy condition of theother World. 'The An-
gels, Devils, “and Souls happinefs and mifery we
know, but'what kinds areunder thefe general®,
~and what a&ions, circumftances and way$ Q
* Life under thofe States we little underftand. Thefe

are my Poftrlaza or'demands, which: Tfuppo:®
wi'l be thought reafonable, and fuch s need £7
ore progf, 15 2orlE ofly sV

proof
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