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( 24 .9 )

LETTERS
(

PROM

EDWARD GIBBON Efq?
V

TO

LORD SHEFFIELD , and Others.

Edward Gibbon Efq . to the Hon . Mlfs
Holkoyd .

Lausanne , 9th Nov . 1791 .

GuL LIVER is made to fay , in prefenting his
interpreter , “ My tongue is in the mouth of my
friend .

” Allow me to fay, with proper expreffions and
“ excufes , My pen is in the hand of my friend and
the aforefaid friend begs leave thus to continue ” .

I remember to have read fomewhere in Rouffeau ,
of a lover quitting very often his miftrefs , to have
the pleafure of correfponding with her . Though
not abfolutely your lover , I am very much your
admirer , and fhould be extremely tempted to follow
the fame example . The fpirit and reafon which pre¬
vail in your conver &tion , appear to great adyan-
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tage in your letters . The three which I have re¬
ceived from Berne , Coblentz , and BrufTels b . ve
given me much real plcafure ; firffc , as a proof that
you are often thinking of me ; fecondly , as an evi¬
dence that you are capable of keeping a ref iuiion ;
and thirdly , from their own mtrinfic ment and en¬
tertainment . The ff vie , without any allowance for
bafte or burry , is perfectly corredl , the manner is
neither too light , nor to grave , the dircenfions
neith .-r too long , nor too Ihort : they are fuch ,
in a word , as I fhould like to receive fiom the
daughter of my bed friend . I attend your lively
journal , through bad roads , and worfe inns . Your
defeription of men and manners conveys very facis -
faeflory information ; and I am particularly delighted
with your remark concerning the irregular beha¬
viour of the Rhine . But the Rhine , alas ! after tome
temporary wanderings , will be content to flow in
his old channel , while man — man is the greatefl:
fool of the whole creation .

I diredl this letter to Sheffield - Place , where I
fuppofe you arrived in health and lafety. 1 con¬
gratulate my Ladv on her quiet eftabhlhment by
lier firefide ; and hope you will be able , after all
your excoriions , to fupport the climate and man¬
ners of Old England . Before this epiftle reaches
you , I hope to have received the two promifed let¬
ters from Dover and Sheffield • Place . If they fliould
not meet with a proper return , you will pity and
forgive me . 1 have not yet heard from Lord Shef¬
field , who feems to have devolved on his daugh¬
ter , the talk which flie has fo glorioufly executed .
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I fhall probably not write to bim , till I bave re.
ceived his firft letter of bufinefs from England , but
with regard to my Lady , I have moft excellent
intentions .

1 never could underftand how two perfons of
fuch fuperior merit , as Mifs Holroyd and Mifs
Laufmne , could have fo little relifli for one another ,
as they appeared to have in the beginning ; and it
was with great pleafure that 1 obferved tin degrees
of their growing intimacy , and the mutual regret
of their fepan . tion . Whatever you may imagine,
your friends at Laufanne have been thinking as
frequently of yourfelf and company , as you could
pofliblv think of them ; and you will be very un-
giatrful , if you do not ferioufly rtfolve to make
them a fécond \ ifit , under fuch name and title as
you may judge moft agreeable . None of the Severy
family , except perhaps my fecretary , are inclined
to forget you ; and I am continually afkcd forfome
account of your health , motions , and amufements-
Since your departure , no great events have occur¬
red . I have made a fhort excurfion to Geneva and
Copet , and found Mr . Necker in much better fpi-
rits than when you faw him . They prefled me to
pafs fome weeks this winter in their houfe at Ge¬
neva ; and 1 may poflibly comply , at leaft in part ,
with their invitation . The afpecft of Laufanne is
peaceful and placid ; and you have no hopes of a
revolution driving me out of this country . We
bear nothing of the proceedings of the commif-
fion . except by playing at cards every evening
with Monfitur bifchcr , who often fpeaks of Lord
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Sheffield Wh efleem and refped . There is no ap.
pearance of RolTet and La Motte being brought
to à fpeedy trial , and they Bill remain in the caftle
of Lhillon , which ( according to the geography of
the National Affembly ) is waffied by the fea . Ouc
winter begins with great feverity ; and we fhall not
probably have many balls , which , as you may
imagine I lament much . Angletine does not con.
fider two French words as a letter . Montrond
fighs and bluffies whenever Louifa ’s name is mem
tioned : Bhil ppine wiffies to converfe with her on
men and manners. The French ladies are fettled
in town for the winter , and they form , with Mrs .
T revor , a very agreeable addition to our fociety .
It is now enlivened by a vifit of the Chevalier de
Boufflers , one of the moll accomplifhed men in
the ci - devant kingdom of France .

As Mrs . Wood ”
, who has mifcarried , is about

to leave us , I mull either cure or die ; and , upon
the whole , I believe the former will be mod ex¬
pedient . You will fee her in London , with dear
Corea , next winter . My rival magnificently pre-
fents me with a hogfliead of Madeira ; fo that in
honor I could not fupplant him : yet I do affure
you , from my heart , that another departure is
much more painful to me. The apartment below
is finit up , and 1 know not when I fliall again vifit
it with pleafure. Adieu . Believe me , one and all,
moft âffectionately yours .
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Edward Gibbon Efq . to the Right Hon„
Lord Sheffield .

Lausanne , December 28 , 1791 »

A LAS ! alas ! the dæmon of procraftination has
again poflefled me . Three months have nearly
rolled away fince your departure ; and feven let¬
ters , five from the mod valuable Maria , and two
from yourfelf , have extorted from me only a Angle
epiftle , which perhaps would never have been writ¬
ten , had I not ufed the permiflion of employing ,
my own tongue and the hand of a fecretary . Shall
I tell you , that , for thefe laft fix weeks , the eve
of every day has witnefled a firm refolution , and
the day itfelf has furnilhed fome ingenious delay ?
This morning , for inftance , I determined to invade
you as foon as the breakfaft things fhould be re¬
moved ; but 1 had fomething to read , to write , to
meditate , and there was time enough before me.
Hour after hour has ftolen away , and I finally begin
my letter at two o’ clock , evidently too late for
the poft , as I mud drefs , dine , go abroad , & c. A
foundation , however , Jhall be laid , which will
ftare me in the face ; and next Saturday I (hail pro¬
bably be roufed by the awful reflection that it is
the laft day in the year .

After realizing this fummer an event which I
had long confidered as a dream of fancy , I knovr
not whether 1 fhould rejoice or grieve at your vifit
to Laufanne. While I poflefled the family , the fen-
tinrent of pleafure highly predominated ; when ,
juft as we had fubfided in a regular , eafy , comfort
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able p ' an of life , the laft trump founded , and ,
•without fpeaking of the pang of reparation , you
left me to one of the moll; gloomy , folitary months
of Od >ber which L have ever palled . For yourfelf
and daughters , however , you have contrive ) to
fnatch lome of the moft intereftmg fcenes of this
■world . Paris , at fuch a moment , Switzerland , and
the Rhine , Strafburgh , Coblen z , have fuggefted a
train of lively images and ufeful ideas , which will
not be fpeedily er .ifed .

"1 he mind of the young
damtel , more efpecially , will be enlarged and en¬
lightened in every fenfe . In four months flie has
lived many years ; and (he will much deceive and
dil'

pl - de me , if fire does not review and methodize
her journal , in fuch a manner as fbe is capable of
pafor ning , for the amufement of her particular
friends . Another benefit which will redound from
y - ui recent view is , that every place , perfon , and
obj ct , about Laufanne , are now become familiar
and intereffing to you . In our future correfpond-
ence ( do 1 dare pronounce the word correfpond -
ence ? ) I can talk to you as freely of every circum-
ftance as if it were actually before your eyes. And
far Ft , of my own improvements . — All thofe vene¬
rable piles of ancient verdure which you admired
have been eradicated in one fatal day . Your faith¬
ful fub .lkutes , William de Severy and Levade , have
never ceafed to perfecute me , till l figned their
death warrant . Their place is now fuppiied by a
number ot pkturefque naked poles, the iofltr - fathers
of a - many twigs of PlatanufPs . which may aft rd
a g . ateful but diilaat fhade to the founder , or to
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' ' his feris Nopotibus . In the mean while I mud con-
11 fefs that the terrace appears broader , and that I
s difcover a much larger quantity of fnow than I
f fhould otherwife do. The workmen admire your
»

j ingenious plan for cutting out a new bedchamber
s and book - room ; but , on mature confideration , we
d all unanimoufly prefer the old „dcbeme of addit -g a
1 third room on the terrace beyond the library , with
(I two fpacious windows , an <j a lire - place between ,
15 It will be larger ( 28 feet by 21 ) , and pltafanter and
!> warmer : the difference of expenfe will be much lefs
;s ! confiderable than I imagined : the door of com .
d munication with the library will be artfully buried
» in the wainfcot ; and , unlefs it be opened by my
f own choice , may always remain a profound fecret.

Such is the defign ; but , as it will not be executed
i I before next fummer , you have time and liberty to
id , ftate your objections . I am much colder about the
;•

1 ftaircafe , but it may be finiflied, according to your
4 idea , for thirty pounds ; and I feel they will per.
:i fuade me . Am I not a very rich man ? When thefe
B. alterations are completed , few authors of fix vo -
j i lûmes in quarto will be more agreeably lodged than
e. I myfelf. Laufanne is now full and lively ; all our
i native families are returned from the country ; and ,
b praifed be the Lord ! we are infefted with few for-

eigners , either French or Engiifh . Even our den .o-
h crats are more reafonabie or more difcreet ; it is
rl j agreed , to wave the fubjeCt of politics , and ailfeem
a happy and cordial . I have a grand dinner this week ,

[J a fupper of thirty or forty people on 1 welfth*
0 day , &c . ; feme eoncerts have taken place , fouie

4
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balls are talked of ; and even Maria would allow?
( vet it is ungenerous to fay even Maria ) that the
winter fcene at Laufanne is tolerably gay and adtive.
1 fay nothing of the Severys , as Angletine has epif-
tolized Maria laft poft . She has probably hinted
that her brother meditates a fhort excurfion to
Turin : that worthy fellow Trevor has given him
a prefling invitation to his own houfe . In the begin¬
ning of February I propofe going to Geneva for
f ' iree or four weeks . 1 fliall lodge and eat with the
Keekers , my mornings will be my oWn , and I
Thai 1 fpend my evenings in the fociety of the place,
where I have many acquaintance , This Ihort ab -
fence will agitate my (Lignant life , and rellore me
with frefli appetite to my houfe , my library , and
my friends. Before that time ( the end of February )

. what events may happen , orbe ready to happen !
The National Affembly ( compared to which the
former was a fenate of heroes and demi - gods )
feem refolved to attack Germany avec quatre mil¬
lions de bayonelles libres ; the army of the princes
muft foon either fight , or ftarve , or conquer . Will
Sweden draw his fword ? will Ruflia draw her
purfe ? an empty purfe ? Allis darknefs and anar¬
chy : neither party is ftrong enough to oppofe a
fettlement ; and i cannot fee a poffibility of an amic¬
able arrangement , where there are no heads ( in any
fenfe of the word ) who can anfwer for the multitude .
Send me your ideas , and thofe of Lord Guildford ,
Lord Loughborough , Fox , & c.

Before 1 conclude , a word of my vexatious
affairs . — Shall I never fail on the fmooth ftream'

of
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of good fecurity and half - yearly intereft ? will
every body refufe my money ? I had already writ¬
ten to Darrel and Golfing to obey your commands ,
and was in hopes that you bad already made large
and falutary evacuations During your abfence I
never expedled much effeift from the cold indiffer¬
ence of agents ; f)ut you are now in England —■
you will be fpeedily in London : fet all your ftc-
ting - dogs to beat the field , hunt , inquire , why
fliould you not advertife ? Yet I am almoft afhamed
to complain of fome ftagnation of intereft , when
I am witnefs to the natural and acquired philofophy
of fo many French who are reduced from riches ,
hot to indigence , but to abfoluce Want and beg¬
gary . A Count Argout has juft left us , who pof-
feffed ten thoufand a year in the ifland of St. Do¬
mingo ; he is utterly burnt and ruined ; and a bio -
tber , whom hé tenderly loved , has been murdered
by the negroes . Théfe are real misfortunes . I
have much revolved the plan of the Memoirs I
once mentioned ; and * as you do not think it ridi¬
culous , I believe I fhall make an attempt : iff can
pleafe myfelf , I am confident of not difpleafingj
but let this be a profound fecret between us : peo¬
ple mull not be prepared to laugh ; they mull be
taken by furprife . Have you looked over your ,
or rather my , letters ? Surely , in the courfe of the
year , you may find a fafe and cheap occafion of
fending me a parcel ; they may aflift me. Adieu .
I embrace my Lady : fend me a favorable account
of her health . 1 kifs the Marmaille . By an amaz¬
ing pulh of remorfe and diligence I have fipilhed

Vol . L S
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my letter ( three pages and a half ) this fame day
fince dinner i but I have not time to read it . Ever

yours .
Half paft Six.

To the Same .
Lausanne , December ? r , 1 *791 »

’

To-mcrrow a new yea - , multos & fehces ?

Î NOW mod fncerely repent cf my late repent¬
ance , and do almoft fwear never to renounce '

the amiable and ufeful practice of procraftination .
Had I delayed , as I was flrongly tempted , another
pod , your mffive of the 13th , which did not reach
me till this morning ( three mails were due ) , would
have arrived in time , and I might have avoided
this fécond Herculean labor . It wiil be , however ,
no more than an infant Hercules . The topics of
converfation have been fully difeuffed , and I fhall
now confine myfelf to the needful of the new bu -
finefs. telix javjlumque fit ! may no untoward ac¬
cident difarrange your Yorkfhire mortgage ; the
eonclufion of which will place me in a clear and
eafy date , fuch as I have never known fmee the
firft hour of property . * * * *

The three per cents are fo high , and the country
is in fuch a damned date of profperity under that
fellow Pitt , that it goes againd me to purchafe at
fuch lowintered . In my vifit to England next autumn ,
orin the fpring following , ( alas ! you mujl acquiefce
in the alternative, ) I hope to be armed with fufficient
materials to draw a fum , which may be employed
as tafte or fancy fhall dictate , in the improvement of
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mv library , a fervice of plafe i & c . I am not very
fangmne, bntfurely this is no uncomfortableprofpedfc.
This pecuniary detail , which has not indeed been fo
unpleafant as ic ufed formerly to be , has carried me
farther than I expeéted. Let us now drink and be
merry . 1 batter myfelf ( hat your Madeira , improved
by ns travels , willfet forwards for IMeflrs Romberg,
at Offend , early in the fpring ; and 1 fhouM be very
Well pleated if you could add a hoglbead of excellent
Claret, for which we ibould be entiled to the draw¬
back : they mull halt at Halle , and fend notice to me
for a fafeconduct. Have you had any intelligence
from ; ord Auckland about the wine which he was
to order from Hourdeaux , by IVlarfeilles and the
Rh one ? The One need not impede the rche * 5 t
wi 111 to have a large ftock . Corea has promiftd cm a
hogfbead of his native Madeira , for which 1 am to
give him an order on Cadell for a copy of the Decline
and Fall : he vanifhed without notice , and is now
at Paris . Could you not fifh out his direction by
Mrs Wood , who by this time is in England ? f
rejoice in Lally’s profperity. Have you leconfid - red
my propofal of a declaration of conftitutional prin¬
ciples from the heads of the party ? 1 think a hv 1 ih
addrefs from a body of Wbigs to theNational A (Terns
bly renders it fliil more incumbent on you . Achieve
my worldly concerns , & eris mihi magnus sipoi . o.
Adieu . Ever yours.



*6o LETTERS FROM MR . GIBBON

To the Same .

Lausanne , April 4th , 1792,
'

For fear you fhould abufe me , as ufual , Î will
begin the attack , and fcold at you , for not having
yetfentme the long -expe &ed intelligence of the com¬
pletion of my mortgage . You had pofitively allured
me that the fécond of February would terminate my
wordly cares , by a confummation fo devoutly to
be wilhed . The news , therefore , might reach me
about the eighteenth ; and I argued with the gentle
logic of lazinefs , that it was perfectly idle to anfwer
your letter , till I could chaunt a thankfgivingfong
of gratitude and praife. As every poll difappointed
my hopes , the fame argument was repeated for the
next ; and twenty empty - handed poftilions have
blown their infignificant horns , till I am provoked
a laft to write by fheer impatience and vexation.
Fddt indignatio verjum . Çojpetto di Baccho ; forlmuft
eafe myfelf by fwearing a little . What is thecaufe ,
the meaning , the pretence , of this delay ? Are the
Yorklhire mortgagers inconftant in their wilhes ?
Are the London lawyers confiant in their procrafti -
nation ? Is a letter on the road , to inform me that
all is concluded , or to tell me that all is broken to
pieces ? Had the money been placed in the three

per cents laft May ; befides the annual intereft , it
would have gained by the rife of ftock nearly twenty
per cent . Your Lordlhip is a wife man , a fuccefsfui
writer , and an ufeful fenator ; you underftand
America and Ireland , corn and flaves , but your
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prejudice againfl the funds , 7
, in which I am often

tempted to join , makes you a little blind to their
Increafing value in the hands of our virtuous and
excellent minifter . But our regret is vain ; one pull
more and we reach the fhore ; and our future corres¬
pondence will be no longer tainted with bufinefs.
Shall I then be more diligent and regular ? I hope
and believe fo ; for now that I have got over this
article of wordly interefl , my letter feems to be
almoft finilhed . A propos of letters , am I not a fad
dog to forget my Lady and Maria ? Alas ! the dual
number has been prejudicial to both . How happy
could I be with either , were t ’other dear charmer
away . I am like the afs of famous memory ; Icannot
tell which way to turn firft , and there 1 Hand mute
and immoveable . The Baronial and maternal dignity
of my Lady , fupported by twenty years friendfhip ,
may claim the preference . But the five incomparable
letters of Maria ! —■ Next week , however . — Am
I not alhamed to talk of next week ?

I have mollfuccefsfully , and moll agreeably , exe¬
cuted my plan of Spending the month of March at
Geneva , in the Necker - houfe , and every circum -
flance that I had arranged turned out beyond my
expectation ; the freedom of the morning , thefociety
of the table and drawing -room , from half an hour
pall two tilt fix or feven ; an evening afiembly and
card party , in a round of the befl company , and ,
excepting one day in the week , a private fupper of
free and friendly converfation . You would like
Geneva better than Laufanne ; there is much more
information to be got among the men ; but though
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I found Tome agreeable women , their manners and
ftyle of life are , upon the whole , lets eafy and plea-
fane than our own . I was much pleafed with Necker ’s
brother Mr . De Germany , a good humored , ponte ,
fen (Vole man , without the genius and fame of the
flatefiuan , but much more adapted for private and
ordinary hapumefs . Madame de Staël is expected in
a lew weeks at Copet , where they receive her , and
where ,

‘ ' to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey, ” (he will
have tenure to regret “ the pleating anxious being, ”
■which fit,' enjoyed amidft the Itorms of Paris . But
what can the poor creature do ? her huiband is in
Sweden , her iover is no longer fecretary at war ,
and her father ’s houfe is the only place where Ihe can
relide with the leaft degree of prudence and decency .
Of that father I have really a much higher idea than
1 ever had before ; in our domeftic intimacy he caft
away his gloom and referve ; 1 faw a great deal of
his mind , and all that I faw is fair and worthy . He
was overwhelmed by the hurricane , hemiftookhis
way in the fog , but in fuch a perilous fituation , I
much doubt whether any mortal could have feen or
Rood . In the meanwhile , he is abufed by all parties,
and none of the French in Geneva will let their foot
in his houfe . He remembers Lord Sheffield with
efteem ; his health is good , and he would be tranquil
in his private life , were not his fpirits continually
wounded by the arrival of every letter and every
newfpaper . His fympathy is deeply interefted by the
fatal confequences of a revolution , in which he had
acted fo leading a part ; and he feels as a friend for
the danger of M . de Leffart , who may be guilty jo
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the eyes of the Jacobins , or even of his judges , by
thofe very actions and difpatches which would be
moil approved by all the lovers of his country . What

a momentous event is the Emperor
’s death ! In the

forms of a new reign , and of the Imperial eledion ,
the democrats have at lead gained time , if they knew
how to ufe it . But the new monarch , though of a
we .ik complexion , is of a martial temper ; he loves
the foldiers , and is beloved by them ; and the flow

fluctuating politics of his uncle may be fucceeded by
a dired : line of march to the gates of Strafburgh and
Paris , b is the opinion of the mafter movers in France ,
{ 1 know it mod certainly , ) that their troops will not

fight , that the people have loft all fenfe of patriotism ,
and that on the iirft difeharge of an Auftrian cannon
the game is up . But what occafion for Auftrians or

Spaniards ? the French are themfelves their greatefl:
enemies ; four thoufand Marfeiliois are marched

againfl; Arles and Avignon , the troupes de ligne are
divided between the two parties , and the flame of
civil war will foon extend over the fouthern pro -
vinces . You have heard of the unworthy treatment
of the Swifs regiment of Erneft . The canton of Berne
has bravely recalled them , with a flout letter to the

King of France , which mull be inferted in all the

papers . I now come to the moft unplcafant article ,
our home politics . Bofiet and La Motte are con¬
demned to five-and - twenty years imprifonment in
the fortrefs of Arbourg . We have not yet received
their official fentence , nor is it believed that the

proofs and proceedings againfl them will be publish¬
ed ; an awkward circumftance , which it does not

S 4
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feem eafy to juftify . Some ( though none of note )
are taken up , feveral are fled , many more are fufi
peded and fufpicious . All are filent. , but it is the
filence of fear and difcontent ; and the feeret hatred
winch rankled againft government begins to point
againft the few who are known to be well affeded .
I never knew any place fo much changed as Lau-
fanne , even fince laft year ; and though you will
not be much obliged to me for the motive , I begin
very ferioufly to think of viftting Sheffield -Place by
the month of September next . Yet here again I am
frightened , by the dangers of a French , and the
difficulties of a German , route . You muft fend me
an account of the paffagefrom Dieppe to Brighton ,with an itinerary of the Rhine,diftances , expenfes , &c .
As ufual , ljuft fave the poft , nor have I time to
read my letter , which , after wafting the morning
in deliberation , has been ftruck off in a heat fince
dinner . No news of the Madeira . Your views of
S . P . are juft received ; they are admired , and ftialj
be framed . Severy has fpent the carnival at Turin ,
Trevor is only the beft man in the world .

To the Same .

Lausanne , May joth , 1792.

A FTER the receipt of your penultimate , eight days
ago , I expeded , with much impatience , the arrival
of your next promifed epiflle . It arrived this morn¬
ing , but has not completely anfwered my expedi¬
tions . £ wanted , and I hoped for a full and fair pics
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tore of the prefent and probable afpect of your
poli ’ kal vvoil ! , with which , at this diftance , I
f '- .nn every day lef> fatisfied. In the Have qucflinn
yon triumphed lafl fefiion , in this you have been
defeated What is the canfe of this alteration ? If it
proceeded only from an impulfe of humanity , I
cannot be difpleafed , even with an error ; fmce it is
very likely that my own vote ( had l poflefled one )
would have been added to the majority . But in this
rage againft flavery , in the numerous petitions againft
the {lave trade , was there no leaven of new demo -
cratical principles ? no wild ideas of the rights and
natural equality of man ? It is thefe , l fear . Some
articles in newfpapers , fome pamphlets of the year ,
the Jockey Club , have fallen into my hands . I do
noc infer much from fuch publications ; yet I have
never known them of fo black and malignant a caft .
I fhuddered at Grey ’s motion ; difliked the half-
fupportofFox , admired the firmnefs of Pitt ’s decla¬
ration , and excufed the ufual intemperance of Burke .
Surely fuch men as *** *, ********

5
*******

} have
talents for mifchief. I fee a club of reform which
contains fome refpeclable names . Inform me of the
profefiions , the principles , the plans , the refources ,
of thefe reformers . Will they heat the minds of the
people ? Does the French democracy gain no
ground ? Will the bulk of your party ftand firm to
their own intereft , and that of their country ? Will
you not take fome active meafures to declare your
found opinions , and feparate yourfelves from your
rotten members ? If you allow them to perplex
government , jf you trifle vyith this folemn bufinefs ,
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if yru do not refift the fpirit of innovation in the firft
attempt , if you admit the fmalleft and moftfpecious
change in our parliamentary fyftem , you are left .
You will be driven from one ftep to another ; from
principle * juft in theory , to confequences mod per¬
nicious in practice ; and your firft conceffions will
be productive of every lubfequent rnifehief , for
which you will be anfwerable to your country and to
poftericy . Do not fuffer yourfelves to be lulled into a
falfe fecurity ; remember the proud fabric of the
French monarchy . Not four years ago it flood
founded , as it might feem , on the rock of time ,
force , and opinion , fupportëd by the triple ariflo-
cracy of the church , the nobility , and the parliaments .
They are crumbled into dud . ; they are vamlhed
from the eaith . If this tremendous warning has no.
effect on the men of property in England ; if it does
not open every eye , and raife every arm , you will
deferve your fate . If I am too precipitate , enlighten ;
if I am too defponding , encourage me.

My pen has run into this argument ; for , as much
a foreigner as you think rne , on this momentous
i'
ubject , I feel myfelf an Englifhman .

The pleafure of refiding at Sheffieid- Place is , after
all , the firft and the ultimate object of my vilit to
my native country . But when or how will that
vifit be effected? Clouds and whirlwinds , Auftrian
Croats and Gallic , cannibals , feem on every fide to
impede my paffage. You feem to apprehend the perils
or difficulties of the German road , and French peace
is more fanguinary than civilized war . I muft pafs
through , perhaps , a thoufand republics or munie**
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palities , which neither obey nor are obeyed . The
flridnefs of paffports , and the popular ferment , are
much increafed fince laft fummer : ariftocrate is ill

every mouth , lanterns hang in every ftreet , and a
ha Ify word , or a cafual refemblance , may be fatal.
Yet , on the other hand , it is probable that many
Englifh , men , women , and children , will traverfe
the country without any accident before next Sep¬
tember ; and I am fenfible that many things appear
more formidable at a diftance than on a nearer
approach . Without any abfolute determination ,
we mud fee what the events of the next three or four
months will produce . In the mean while , I ffiall
expect with impatience your next letter : let it be
fpeedy ; my anfyver ffiall be prompt .

Y ou wili be glad, or forry , to learn that my gloomy
appréhendons are much abated , and that my depar¬
ture , whenever it takes place , will be an ad of
choice , rather than of neceffity . I do not pretend
to affirm , that fecret difcontent , dark fufpicion ,
private animofity , are very materially affuaged ; but
wehave not experienced , nor do we now apprehend ,
anv dangerous ads of violence , which may compel
me to feek a refuge among the friendly Bears and
to abandon my library to the mercy of the democrats .
rl he firmnefsand vigor of government havecruffied ,
at lead for a time , the fpirit of innovation ; and I do
not believe that the body of the people , efpecially
the peafants , are difpofed for a revolution . From
France , praifed be the daemon of anarchy ! the infur-
gents of the PaysdeVaud could not at prcfent have
*puch to hope ; and ffiould the gardes nationales , of
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which there is little appearance , attempt an incur-
fion , the country is armed and prepared , and they
would be refilled with equal numbers and fuperior
difcipline . The Gallic wolves that prowled round
Geneva are drawn away , fome to the fouth and fome
to the north , and the late events in Flanders feem
to have diffufed a general contempt , as well as ab¬
horrence , for the lawlefs favages , who fly before
the enemy , hang their prifoners , and murder their
officers. The brave and patient regiment of Erneft . is
expected home every day , and as Berne will take
them into prefent pay , that veteran and regular corpswill add to thefecurity of our frontier .

I rejoice that we have fo little to fay on the fubjetfl
of worldly affairs . ■* * * * This fummer we are
threatened with an inundation , befides many name-
lefs Englifh and Irilh ; but I am anxious for the
Duchefs of Devonffiire and the Lady Elizabeth
Fofter , who are on their march . Lord Malmibury ,the audacieux Harris , will inform you that he has
fcen me : him I would have contented to keep .

One word more before we part ; call upon Mr . John
Nicholls , bookfeller and printer , at Cicero ’s Head ,
Red - Lion - Paffage , Fleet - Street , and afk him
whether he did not , about the beginning of March ,
receive a very polite letter from Mr . Gibbon of Lau-
fanne ? To which , either as a man of bufmefs or a
civil gentleman , he fhould have returned an anfwer.
My application related to a domeflic article in the
Gentleman ’

s Magazine of Auguft 1788 , ( p . 698, )
which had lately fallen into my hands , and concern¬
ing which I requefled fome farther lights . Mrs . Mofs
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delivered the letters ** into my hands , butldoubc
whether they will be of much fervice to me ; the
work appears far more difficult in the execution than
in the idea , and as I am now taking my leave for
fometime of the library , I fhall not make much pro-
grefs in the memoirs of P . P . till I am on Knghfh
ground . But is it indeed true , that I fhall eat any
Suffex pheafants this autumn ? The event is in the
book of Fate , and I cannot unrol the leaves of Sep¬
tember and Qdober . Should I reach Sheffield - Piace,
I hope to find the whole family in a perfedt Rate of
exiltence , except a certain Maria Holroyd , my fair
and generous cOrrefpondent , wliofe annihilation on
proper terms I mofl fervently defire . I muff receive
a copious anfwer before the end of next month , June ,
and again call upon you for a map of your political
world The chancellor roars ; does he break hi&
chain ? Vale.

To the Same.

Lausanne , Auguft 23 d , 179s'.
"

When I inform you , that the defign of my
Englifh expedition is at laft poftponed till another
year , you will not be much furprifed . The public
obftacles , the danger of one road , and the diffi¬
culties of another , would alone be fulficient to
arreft fo unwieldy and inactive a being ; and thefe
obftacles , on the fide of France , are growing every
day more infuperable . On the other hand , the
terrors which might have driven me from hence
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have , in a great meafure , fubfided ; our ftate -prî.
foners are forgotten : the country begins to recover
its old good humor and uufufpe &ing confi dence ,and the laft revolution of Paris appears to have
convinced almoft every body of the fatal confe-
quences of democratical principles , which lead bya path of flowers into the aby fs of hell . I maytherefore wait with patience and tranquillity till
the Duke of Brunfwick fhall have opened the
trench road . But if I am not driven from Lau-
fanne , you will afk , I hope with fome indignation ,whether I am not drawn to Fngland , and more
efpecially to Shcffield-Place ? The defire of embra¬
cing you and yours is now the ftrongeft , and muft
gradually become the foie , inducement that carl
force me from my library and garden , over feas
and mountains . The Englilh world will fcrget and
be forgocten * and every year will deprive me of
fome acquaintance , who by coimefy are ftyled
friends : Lord Guildford and Sir Jofliua Reynolds !
two of the men , and two of the houfes in London ,
on whom I the raoft relied for the comforts of
fociety .

September 12 th , 1793^
Thus far had I written in the full confidence

of finilhing and fending my letter the next port ;
but fix poll days have unaccountably flipped away ,
and were you not accuftomed to my filence , you
would almoft begin to think me on the road.
How dreadfully , fince my laft date , has the French
icoad been polluted with blood ! and what horrid
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fcenes may be atfting at this moment , and may
ftill be aggravated , till the Duke of Brunfwick is
mafter of Paris ! On every rational principle of
calculation he mu ft iucoeed ; yet fooncrimes , when
my fpirits are low , I dread the blind effort' of
mad and dcfperate multitudes fighting on their
own ground A few days or weeks muft decide
the military operations of this year , and perhaps
for ever ; but on the faireft fuppofition , I cannot
look forwards to any firm feulement , either of a
legal or an abfolute government . I cannot pretend
to give you any Paris news . Should I inform you ,
as we believe , that Laity isjlillamong the cannibals,
you wou ' d poffibly anfwer , that he is now fitting
in the library at Sheffield. Madame de Stacl , after
miraculoufi ; efcaping through pikes and poniards ,
has reached the caftle of Capet , where 1 fhall fee
her before the end of the week . If any thing can
provoke the King cf Sardinia and the Swifs , it
muft be the foul deitru & ion of his coufin Madame
de Lamballe , and of their regiment of guards . Ant
extraordinary council is fummoned at Berne , but
refenfment may be checked by prudence. In fpite of
Maria ’s laughter , I applaud your moderation , and
figh for a hearty union of all the fenfe and pro¬
perty of the country . The times require it ; but
your laft political letter was a cordial to my fpirits .
The Duchefs of D . rather difiikes a coalkion :
amiable creature ! The Eliza ( we call her Befs ) is
furious again ft you for not writing . We fhall lofe
them in a few days ; but the motions of Befs and
the Duchefs for Italy or England , are doubtful
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Ladies Spencer and Duncannon certainly pafs the
Alps . 1 live with them . Adieu . Since I do not
appear in perfon , I feel the abfolute propriety of
writing ' o my Lady and Maria ; but there is fa?
fr ; ' n tin - knowledge to the performance of a duty .
Ever yours .

To the Same.

LAESANbE, Oéiobir çth, 1793,

-As our Enelifli newfpapers muff ha 'e ' ■•■■'Vmed
you of the invafion of Savoy by the French , and
as it is poffible that you may nave fome trifling
ap ; • ’■•enflons of my being killed and eaten by thofe
cannioals , it has appeared to me that a fliort ex¬
traordinary difpatch might not be unacceptable on
this occaflon . It is indeed true , that about ted
days ago the French army of the South , undet
the command of M . de Montefquieu , ( if any
French army can be faid to be under any command, }
has entered Savoy , and poflelfed themfelves of
Chamberry , Montmelian , and feveral other plates .
It has always been the pradice of the King of
Sardinia to abandon his tranfalpine dominions ;
but on this occaflon the court of Turin appears
to have been furprifed by the ftrange excentric
motions of a democracy , which always ads from
the paffionof the moment ; and their inferior troops
have retreated , with fome lofs and difgrace , into
the paffes of the Alps . Mount Cedis is now im¬
pervious , and our Englilh travellers who are bound
for Italy , the Duehefs of Devonfhire , AncafteF , &c.
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will be forced to explore a long circuitous road
through the Tirol . But the Chablais is yet intact,
nor can our telefcopes difcover the tricolor ban¬
ners on the other fide of the lake . Our accounts
of the French numbers feem to vary from fifteen
to thirty thoufand men ; the regulars are few ,
but they are followed by a rabble rout , which
mud foon , however , melt away , as they will
find no plunder , and fcanty fubfiftence , in the
poverty and barrennefs of Savoy . N . B . I have
juft feen a letter from Mr . de Montefquieu , who
boafts that at his rirft entrance into Savoy he had
only twelve battalions . Our intelligence is far
from correct .

The magiftrates of Geneva were alarmed by this
dangerous neighbourhood , and more efpecially by
the well-known animofity of an exited citizen ,
Claviere , who is one of the fix minifters of the
French republic . It was carried by a fmall majo¬
rity in the General Council , to call in the fuccour
of three thoufand Swifs , which is ftipulated by
ancient treaty . The ftrongeft reafon or pretence
of the minority , was founded on the danger of
provoking the French , and they feem to have
been juftified by the event ; fince the complaint
of the French refulent amounts to a declaration
of war . The fortifications of Geneva are not con¬
temptible , efpecially on the fide of Savoy ; and
it is much doubted whether Mr . de Montefquieu
is prepared for a regular fiege ; but the malecon -
tents are numerous within the walls , and I queftion
whether the fpirit of,the citizens will hold ont

VuL . I. T
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againfl: a bombardment . In the mean while the
diet has declared that the firfl cannon fired againfl
Geneva will be confidered as an ad of hcflility
againft the whole Helvetic body . Berne , as the
nearefl and mod powerful canton , has taken the
lead with great vigor and vigilance ; the road is
filled with the perpetual fucceffion of troops and
artillery ; and , if fome difaffe & ion lurks in the
towns , the peafants , efpecialiy the Germans , are
inflamed with a flrong defire of encountering th©
murderers of their countrymen . Mr . de Wattevilie ,
with whom you dined at my houfe laft year ,
refufed to accept the command of the Swifs fuc-
cour of Geneva , till it was made his firfl inflate -
tion that he fhould never , in any cafe , furrender
himfelf prifoner of war .

In this fituation , you may fuppofe that we have
fome fears. I have great dependence , however ,
on the many chances in our favor , the valor of
the Swifs , the return of the Piedmontefe with
their Auflrian allies , eight or ten thoufand men
from the Milanefe , a diverfion from Spain , the
great events (how flowly they proceed ) on the fide
of Paris , the inconflancy and want of difcipline
of the French , and the near approach of the win¬
ter feafon. I am not nervous , but I will not be rafli .
It will be painful to abandon my houfe and library ;
but , if the danger fhould approach , I will retreat
before it , firfl to Berne , and gradually to the
North . Should I even be forced to take refuge in
England (a violent meafure fo late in the year) ,
you would perhaps receive me as kindly as you
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do the French priefts—a noble a& of hofpitality !
Could I have forefeen this ftorm , I would have
been there fix weeks ago ; but who can forefee
the wild meafures of the favages of Gaul ? We
thought ourfelves perfeétly out of the hurricane
latitudes . Adieu . I am going to bed , and muft
rife early to vifit the Neckers at Rolle , whither
they have retired , from the frontier fttuation of
Copet . Severy is on horfeback , with his dra¬
goons : his poor father is dangeroufly ill . It will
be (hocking if it (hould be found neceffary to re¬
move him . While we are in this very awkward
crifis , I will write at leaft every week . Ever yours .
Write inftantly , and remember all my commiflions.

To the Same.

I will keep my promife of fending you a weekly
journal of our troubles , that , when the piping
times of peace are reftored , I may fleep in long and
irreproachable filence : but 1 fhall ufe a fmaller
paper , as our military exploits will feldom be
fuificient to fill the ample fize of our Englifli quarto .

Odtober 13 , 1792.
Since my laft of the 6th , our attack is not more

eminent , and our defence is moft affuredly ftronger ,
two very important circumftances , at a time when
every day is leading us , though not fo faft as our
impatience could wiih , towards the unwarlike
month of November ; and we obferve with plea-
fure that the troops of Mr . deMontefquieu , which

T 2



a?6 LETTERS FROM MR . GIBBON

are chiefly from the Southern Provinces , will not
cheerfully entertain the rigor of an Alpine winter .
The 7th inftant , Mr . de Chateauneuf , the French
refident , took his leave with a haughty mandate ,
commanding the Genevois , as they valued their
fafety and the friendfhip of the republic , to difmifs
their Swifs allies , and to punilh the magiftrates
who had traiteroufly propofed the calling in thefe
foreign troops . It is precifely the fable of the
wolves , who offered to make peace with the
fheep , provided they would fend away their dogs.
You know what became of the fheep. This de¬
mand appears to have kindled a juft and general
indignation , fince it announced an edid of pro-
fcription ; and muft lead to a democratica ! revo¬
lution , which would probably renew the horrid
fcenes of Paris and Avigon . A general aflembiy
of the citizens was convened , the meffage was
read , fpeeches were made , oaths were taken , and
it was refolved ( with only three diffentient voices)
to live and die in the defence of their country .
The Genevois mufter above three thoufand well,
armed citizens ; and the Swift , who may eafdy
be increafed ( in a few hours ) to an equal number ,
add fpirit to the timorous , and confidence to the
well -affeded : their arfenals are filled with arms ,
their magazines with ammunition , and their gra¬
naries with corn . But their fortifications are ex-
tenfive and impeded , they are commanded from
two adjacent hills ; a French fadion lurks in the
city , the charader of the Genevois is rather com¬
mercial than military , and their behaviour , lofty
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prnmife , and bafe furrender , in the year 1781 , 19
frefh in our memories. In the mean while , 4000
French at the mort are arrived in the neighbour¬
ing camp , nor is there yet any appearance of
mortars or heavy artillery . Perhaps a haughty
menace may be repelled by a firm countenance .
If it were worth while talking of juftice , what a
fhameful attack of a feeble , unoffending ftate ! On
the news of their danger , all Switzerland , front
Schaffboufe to the Pays de Vaud , has rifen in arms ;
and a French refident , who has paffed through
the country , in his way from Ratifbon , declares
his intention of informing and admonifhing the
National Convention . About eleven thoufand
Bernois are already ported in the neighbourhood
of Copet and Nyon ; and new reinforcements of
men , artillery , &c . arrive every day . Another army
is drawn together to oppofe Mr . de Ferrieres , on
the fide of Bienne and the bilhopric of Balle ; and
the Auftrians in Swabia would be eafily perfuaded
to crofs the Rhine in our defence . But we are
yet ignorant whether our fovereigns mean to wage
an offenfive or defenfive war . If the latter , which is
more likely , will the French begin the attack ? Should
Genoa yield to fear or force , this country is open
to an invafion ; and though our men are brave ,
we want generals ; and I defpife the French much
lefs than I did two months ago . It ftiould feem
that our hopes from the King of Sardinia and the
Aurtrians of Milan are faint and diftant ; Spain
fleeps ; and the Duke of Brunfwick ( amazement ! )
feeras to have failed in his great projet . For my

T 3
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part , till Geneva falls , T do not think of a retreat \
but , at all events, I am provided with two ftrong
horfes , and a hundred Louis in gold . Zurich
would be probably my winter quarters , and the
fociety of the Neckers would make any place
agreeable . Their fituation is worfe than mine : I
have no daughter ready to lie in ; nor do 1 fear
the French ariftocrats on the road . Adieu . Keep
my letters ; excufe contradictions and repetitions .
The Duchefs of Devonfhire leaves us next week .
Lady Elizabeth abhors you . Ever yours .

To the Same.

O&ober 20, 1792 .
'

Since my lad , our affairs take a more pacific
turn ; but I will not venture to affirm that our
peace will be either fafe or honorable . Mr . de
Montefquieu and three commiffioners of the con-
vention , who are at Carrouge , have had frequent
conferences with the magiftrates of Geneva ;
feveral expreffes have been difpatched to and from
Paris , and every ftep of the negotiation is com¬
municated to the deputies of Berne and Zurich .
The French troops obferve a very tolerable de¬
gree of order and difcipline ; and no ad of hoflility
has yet been committed on the territory of Geneva .

O&ober 27 .
My ufual temper very readily admitted the ex¬

cufe , that it would be better to wait another week.
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till the final fettlement of our affairs . The treaty
is figned between France and Geneva ; and the
ratification of the Convention is looked upon as
alfured , if any thing can be allured in that wild

) democracy . On condition that the Swifs garrifon ,
with the approbation of Berne and Zurich , be
recalled before the firft of December , it is ftipu-
lated that the independence of Geneva {hall be

preferved inviolate ; that Mr . de Montefquieu fhall

1 immediately fend away his heavy artillery , and that
no French troops fhall approach within ten leagues
of the city . As the Swifs have aded only as auxi-
liaries , they have no occafion for a dired treaty ;
but they cannot prudently difarm , till they are
fatisfied of the pacific intentions of France ; and
no fuch fatisfadion can be given till they have

acknowledged the new republic , which they will
} probably do in a few days , with a deep groan of

indignation and forrow ; it has been cemented with
the blood of their countrymen ! But when the

Emperor , the King of Pruffia , the firft general ,
and the firft army in Europe have failed, lefs pow¬
erful ftates may acquiefce , without difhonor , in
the determination of fortune . Do you underftand
this moll unexpeded failure ? I will allow an am¬

ple fhare to the badnefs of the roads and the
■weather , to famine and difeafe , to the fikill of
Dumourier , a heaven -born general ! and to the
enthufiaftic ardor of the new Romans ; but ftill ,

) flill there muft be fome fecret and fiiameful canfe

at the bottom of this ftrange retreat . We are now
delivered from the impending terrors of fiege and

T 4
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invafioru The Geneva émigrés , particularly the
Neckers , are haftening to their homes ; and I fhall
not be reduced to the hard neceffity of feeking awinter afylum at Zurich or Confiance : but I amnot pleafed with our future profpe &s . It is muchto be feared that the prefent government of Genevawill be foon modelled after the French fafhion ;the new republic of Savoy is forming on the op-
pofite bank of the Lake ; the Jacobin miffionariesare powerful and zealous ; and the malecontentsof this country , who begin jagain to rear theirheads , will be furrounded with temptations , and
examples , and allies, 1 know not whether the Paysde Vaud will long adhere to the dominion ofBerne ; or whether 1 fhall be permitted to end mydays in this little paradife , which I have fo happilyfuited to my tafte and circumftances .

Laft Monday only I received your letter , whichhad ftrangely loitered on the road fince its date of the
29 th of September . There muft furely be fome difor -der in the ports , fince the Eliza departed indignant at
never having heard from you .

The cafe of my wine 1 think peculiarly hard : to lofe
my Madeira , and to be fcolded for lofing it . I ammuch indebted to Mr . Nichols for his genealogicalcommunications , which I am impatient to receive ;but I do not underrtand why fo civil a gentleman could
not favor me, in fix months , with an anfwer by the
port : fince he intrufts me with thefe valuable papers ,
you have not , I prefume , informed him of my negli¬
gence and awkwardrefs in regard to manufcripts .V our reproach rather furprifes me , as I fuppofe I am
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much the fame as I have been for thefe laft twenty -
years . Should you hold yourrefolutionofwriting on¬
ly fuch things as may be publilhed at CharingOofs ,
our future correfpondence would not be very inter -
efting . But I expeCt and require , at this important cri-
fis , a full and confidential account of your views con¬
cerning England , Ireland , and P rance . You have a
ftrong and clear eye ; and your pen is , perhaps , the
moil ufeful quill that ever has been plucked from a
goofe . Your protection of the French refugees is
highly applauded . Roflfet and La Motte have efca-
ped from Arbourg , perhaps with connivance to avoid
difagreeable demandé from the republic . Adieu .
Ever yours .

To the Same .

November io , 1792.

R ECEIVED this day , November 9th , a moll ami¬
able difpatch from the too humble fecretary ' ° 2 of the
family of Efpée IM , dated October 24th, whichl an -
fwer the fame day . It will be acknowledged , that I
have fulfilled my engagements with as much accuracy
as our uncertain flate and the fragility of human na¬
ture would allow . I refume my narrative . At the time
when we imagined that all was fettled , by an equal
treaty between two fuch unequal powers , as the Ge¬
neva Flea and the Leviathan France , we were thun -
derftruck with the intelligence that the roinifters of
the republic refufed to ratify the conditions ; and they
V/erç indignant , with fome color of reafon , at the
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hard obligation of withdrawing their troops to the
diftanceof ten leagues, andof co .Tequently leaving the
Pavs de Gez naked , and expofed to the Swifs , who
had affembled 15 .000 men on the frontier , and with
•whom they had not made any agreement . The mef-
fenger who was fent laft Sunday from Geneva is not
yet returned ; and many perfons are afraid of fome
defign and danger in this delay . IYlontefquieuhas ac¬
ted with politenefs , moderation , and apparent fince-
rity ; but he may refign , he may be fuperfeded , his
place may be occupied by an enragé, by Servan, or
Prince Charles of Hefle, who would afpire to imitate
the predatory fame of Cuftine in Germany . In the
meanwhile , the General holds a wolf by the ears ; an
officer who has feen his troops , about 18,000 men
(with a tremendous train of artillery ) , reprefents them
as a black , daring , defperate crew of buccaneers,rath¬
er fhocking than contemptible ; the officers (fcarce-
ly a gentleman among them ) , without fervants, or
horfes , or baggage , lying higgledy piggledy on the
ground with the common men, yet maintaining a
rough kind of difcipline over them . They already
begin to accufe and even tofufpeét their general , and
call aloud for blood and plunder : could they have
an opportunity of fqueezing fome of the rich citizens,
Geneva would cut up as fat as mod towns in Europe .
During this fufpenfion of hoftiliries they are permit¬
ted to vifit the city without arms , fometimes three
or four hundred at a time ; and the magiftrates , as
well as the Swifs commander , are by no means pleafed
with this dangerous intercourfe , which they dare not
prohibit . Such are our fears : yet it fhould feem oa
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the other fide, that the French affedt a kind of mag.
nanimous juftice towards their little neighbour , and
that they are not ambitious of an unprofitable contefl:
•with the poor and hardy Swifs . The Swifs are not
equal to a long and expenfive war ; and as mod of
our militia have familiesand trades , the country alrea¬
dy fighs for their return . Whatever can be yielded ,
without abfolute danger or difgrace , will doubtlefs
be granted ; and the bufinefs will probably end in our
owning the fovereignty , and trufb’

ng to the good
faith of the republic of France : how that word would
have founded four years ago ! The meafure is humili¬
ating ; but after the retreat of the Duke ofBrunfwick ,
and the failure of the Auftrians , the fmaller powers
may acquiefce without diffionor . Every dog has his
day ; and thefe Gallic dogs have their day , at leaft, of
rnoft infolent profperity . After forcing or tempting
thePruffians to evacuate their country , they conquer
Savoy , pillage Germany , threaten Spain : the Low
Countries are now invaded ; Rome and Italy trem¬
ble ; they fcourthe Mediterranean , and talk offend¬
ing a fquadron into the South Sea . The whole horiz¬
on is fo black , that I begin to feel fome anxiety for
England , the laft refuge of liberty and law ; and the
more fo , as I perceive from Lord Sheffield ’s laft epiftle
that hisfirm nerves are a little fhaken : but of this more
in my next , fori want to unburden my confcience.
If England , with the experience ofourhappinefs and
French calamities, fliould now be feduced to eat the
apple of falfe freedom, we ffiould indeed deferve to
be driven from the paradife which we enjoy . I turn
afide from the horrid and improbable (yet notimpof -
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fjble ) fuppofition , that , in three or four years
’ time,

myfelf and my belt friends may be reduced to
the deplorable Bate of the French emigrants : they
thought It as impoflible three or four years ago.Never did a revolution affed , to fuch a degree ,the private exiftence of fuch numbers of the firft
people of a great country : your examples of
mifery I could eafily match with fimilar examplesin this country and the neighbourhood ; and our fy ra-
pathy is the deeper , as we do not poffefs , like you , the
means of alleviating , in Come degree , the misfortunesof the fugitives . But I muff have , from the very ex¬
cellent pen of the Maria , the tragedy of the Arch-
bilhop of Arles ; and the longer the better . Madame
de Biron has probably been tempted by fome faint
and ( I fear ) fallacious promifes of clemency to the
■women , and which have ltkewife engaged Madame
d ’

Agueffeau and her two daughters to revifit France.
Madame de Bouillon Bands her ground , and her fi-
tuation as a foreign princefs is lefs expofed . As Lord
S . has affumed the glorious character of prote &or of
the diftrelfed , his name is pronounced with gratitude
andrefpedt . The D . of Richmond is praifed , on Ma¬
dame de Biron ’s account . To the Princefs d’Henin ,and Lally , 1 wifh to be remembered . The Neckers
cannot venture into Geneva , and Madame de Staël
will probably lie in at Rolle . He is printing a defence
of the King , &c . againft their republican Judges ; but
the name of Neckcr is unpopular to all parties , and I
much fear that the guillotine will be more fpeedy than
the prefs . It will , however , be an eloquent perfor -
mr.. . -' f. , and , if 1 find an opportunity , I am to fend
you one , to you Lotd S , by hi; particular de fire ; he
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wilhes likewife to convey fome copies with fpeed to
our principal people , Pitt , Fox , Lord Stormont , &c.
But fuch is the rapid fucceffion of events , that it will
appear like th z Pouvoir Exécutif, his beft work , after
the whole fcene has heen totally changed . Ever
yours .

P . S. The revolution of France , and my triple dit
patch by the fame poll to Sheffield-Place , are, in
my opinion , the two mod Angular events in the
eighteenth century . I found the talk fo eafy and
pleafant , that I had fome thoughts of adding a let¬
ter to the gentle Louifa . I am this moment infor¬
med , that our troops on the frontier are begin¬
ning to move , on their return home ; yet vve hear
nothing of the treaty

’s being concluded .

Edward Gibbon Efq . to the Hon Mifs Holroyd .
’

Lausanne , Nov. 10,' 1792»

In difpatching the weekly political journal to Lord
S . my confcience ( for I have fome remains of confci-
ence) moft powerfully urges me to falute , with fome
lines of friendlhip and gratitude , the amiable fecreta-
ry , who might fave herfelf the trouble 6f a modeft
apology . 1 have not yet forgotten our different beha¬
viour after the much lamented feparalion of October
the 4th 1791 , your meritorious punctuality , and my
unworthy filence. 1 have (till ^before me that enter¬
taining narrative , which would have interefled me,
not only in the progrefs of the cari/JimafamiHai but in
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the motions of a Tartar camp, or the march of a Cara -
van of Arabs ; the mixture of juft. obfervation and li¬
vely imagery , the ftrong fenfe of a man , exprefled
with the eafy elegance of a female. I ftill recoiled :
with pleafure the happy comparifon of the Rhine ,
who had heard fo much of liberty on both his banks ,
that he wandered with mifchievous licentioufnefs
over all the adjacent meadows The inundation ,
alas ! has now fpread much wider ; and it is fadly to
be feared that the Elbe , the Po , and the Danube , may
imitate the vile example of theRhine : I (hall be con-
tent , however , if our own Thames ftill preferves his
fair chara&er, of

Strong withoutrage, without o'erfiowingfull.
Thefe agreeable epiftles of Maria produced only

fome dumb intentions , and fome barren remorfe ; nor
have I deigned , except by a brief miffive from my
chancellor , to exprefs how much 1 loved the author ,
and how much I was pleafed with the compofition .
That amiable author I have known and loved from
the firft dawning of her life and coquetry , to the pre-
fent maturity of her talents ; and as long as I remain
on this planet , I fhall purfue , with the fame tender and
even anxious concern , the future fteps of her eftab-
lifhment and life. That eftablifhment mu ft. be fplen-
did ; that life mud be happy . She is endowed with
every gift of nature and fortune ; but the advantage
which fhe will derive from them , depends almoft en«
tfrely on herfelf. You mull not , you fhall not , think
yourfelf unworthy to write to any man : there is none
Whom your correfpondence would not amufe and fa-
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fattisfy . I will not undertake a talk , which my tafta
would adopt , and mv indolence would too foon re¬
linquish ; but lam really curious , from the bed mo¬
tives , to have a particular account of your own Audits
and daily occupation . What books do you read ? and
how do you employ your time and your pen ? Ex¬
cept fome profeffed fcholars , I have often obfervcd
that women in general read much more than men ;
but , for want of a plan , a method , a fixed objedl,
their reading is of little benefit to themfelves , or
others . If you will inform me of the fpecies of rea¬
ding to which you have the moft propenfity , I lhall
be happy to contribute my lhare of advice or affift-
ance I lament that you have not left me fome monu¬
ment of your pencil . Lady Elizabeth Fofter has exe¬
cuted a very pretty drawing , taken from the door of
the green - houfe where we dined laid fummer , and in¬
cluding the poor Acacia ( now recovered from the
cruel fheers of the gardener ) , the end of the terrace ,
the front of the Pavilion , and a diftant view of the
country , lake , and mountains . I am almoft reconci¬
led to d ’ Apples ’ houfe , which is nearly finilhed . ln -
ftead of the monfters which Lord Hercules Sheffield
extirpated , the terrace is already ffiaded with the new
acacias and plantanes ; and although the uncertainty
of polïçffion reftrains me from building , I myfelf
have planted a bofquet at the bottom of the garden ,
with fuch admirable (kill that it affords (bade without
intercepting profpecf . The fociety of the aforefaid
Eliza , commonly called Befs of the Duchefs of D . &c.
has been very intereftmg ; but they are now flown
beyond the Alps , and pafs the winter at lJifa . The
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Legards , who have long fmce left this place , fhould
be at prefent in Italy ; but I believe Mrs . Grimftone
and her daughter returned to England . The Levades
are highly flattered by your remembrance . Since
you ftill retain fome attachment to this delightful
country , and it is indeed delightful , why fhould you
defpair of feeing it once more ? The happy peer or
commoner , whofe name you may affume, is ftill con¬
cealed in the book of fate ; but , whofoever he maybe , he will cheerfully obey your commands , of lea¬
ding you from - Caftle to Laufanne , and from
Laufanne to Rome and Naples . Before that event
takes place, I may poffibly fee you in Suffex ; and,whether as a vifitor or a fugitive , I hope to be wel¬
comed with a friendly embrace . The delay of this year
was truly painful , but it was inevitable ; and indivi¬
duals muftfubmit to thofe ftorms which have overtur¬
ned the thrones of the earth . The tragic (lory of the
Archbifhop of Arles I have now fomewhat a better
right to require at your hands . 1 wifh to have it in all
its horrid details ; and as you are now fo much
mingled with the French exiles , I am of opinion , that
were you to keep a journal of all the authentic fads
which they relate , it would be an agreeable exercife
at prefent , and a future fource of entertainment and
inftrudion .

1 fhould be obliged to you , if you would make , of
find , fome excufe for my not anfwenng a letter from
your aunt , which wasprefented to me by Mr . Fow¬
ler . 1 fhowed him lome civilities, but he is now a
poor invalid , confined to his room . By her channel
and yours 1 fhould be glad to have fome information

of
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of the health , fpirits , and fituation of Mrs . Gibbon
of Bach , whofe alarms ûf Che has any ) you may difpel.
She is in my debt . Adieu ; moft truly yours .

Edward Gibbon Efq . to the Right Hon.
Lady S M t F F l E1D .

Lausanne , November 10th , 1792 .

I COULD never forgive myfelf, were I capable
of writing by the fame poll , apolitical epiftle to the
father , and a friendly letter to the daughter , with¬
out fending any token of remembrance to the re-
fpedable matron , my deareft Lady , whom I have
now loved as a ftfter for fomething better or worfe
tham twenty years . No , indeed , the hiftorian may
be carelefs , he may be indolent , he may always
intend and never execute , but he is neither a
monfter nor a ftatuej he has a memory , a conference ,
a heart , and that heart is fincerely devoted to
Lady S — . He rauft even acknowledge the fallacy
of afophifm which he has fometimes ufed , and Ihe has
always and moft trulydenied ; that , where theperfons
of a family are ftridly united , the writing to one is in
fad writing to all ; and that confequently all his nu¬
merous letters to the hufband , may be confidered as
equally addreffed to his wife . He feels , on the contrary ,
that feparate minds have their diftind ideas and fen -
timencs , and that eacn charader , either in fpeaking
or writing , has its peculiar tone of conversation .
He agrees with the maxim of Rouffeau , that three
friends who wifh to drfclofe a common fecret ,

Vol . 1 . V
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■will impart it only deux à deux ; and he is fatisfied
that , on the prefent memorable occ'afion , each of
the perfons of the Sheffield family will claim a pe¬
culiar fhare in this triple miffive , which will com¬
municate , however , a triple fatisfadion . The ex-
jperience of what may be effeded by vigorous refo-
lution , encourages the hiftorian to hope that he
fhall caft the fldn of the old feipent , and hereafter
fhow himfelf as a new creature .

1 lament , on all our accounts , that thelaffc year
’s

expedition to Laufanne did not take place in a
golden period , of health and fpirits . Butwemuft
refled , that human felicity is feldora without al¬
loy ; and if we cannot indulge the hope of your
making a fécond vifit to Laufanne , we mull: look
forwards to my refidence next fummer at Sheffield-
Place , where I muft find you in the full bloom of
health , fpirits , and beauty . I can perceive , by all
public and private intelligence , that your houfe
has been the open hofpitable afylum of French
fugitives ; and it is a fufficient proof of the firmnefs
of your nerves , that you have not been overwhel¬
med or agitated by fuch a concourfe of ftrangers .
Curiofity and compaffion may , in fome degree ,
have fupported you . Every day has prefented to
your view fome new fcene of that ftrange tragical
romance , which occupies all Europe fo infinitely
beyond any event that has happened in our time ,
and you have the fatisfadion of not being a mere
fpedator of the diftrefs of fo many vidims of falfe
liberty . The benevolent fame of Lord S. is widely
diffnfed.
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From Angletine
’s laft letter to Maria , you have

already fome idea of the melancholy ftate of her

poor father . As long as Mr . tie Severy allowed

our hopes and fears to fluctuate with the changes
of his diforder , 1 was unwilling to fay any thing
on fo painful a fubjed ; and it is with the deepeft
concern that f now confefs our abfolute defpair of

his recovery . All his particular complaints are

now loft in a general diffolution of the whole frame ;

every principle of life is exhaufted , and as often

as i am admitted to his bed - fide , though he ftill

looks and l’miies with the patience of an angel , I have

the heart - felc grief of feeing him each day draw -

ing nearer to the term of his exiftence . A few

weeks , poffibly a few days , will deprive me of a

mod excellent friend , and break for ever the molt

perfect fyflem of domcftic happinefs , in which I

had fo large and intimate a fhare. Wilhelm ( who

has obtained leave of abfence from his military duty )
and his fitter behave and feel like tender and duti¬

ful children ; but they have a long gay profpedt
of life , and new connexions , new families will make

them forget , in due time , the common lot of mor¬

tality . But it is Madame de Severy whom I truly

pity ; I dread the effe&s of the firft (hock , and I

dread ftill more the deep perpetual confuming afflic¬

tion for a lofs which can never be retrieved . You

will not wonder that fnch refiedions fadden my
own mind , nor can I forget how much my fixa¬

tion is a -tered fmce 1 retired , nine years ago , to

the banks of the Lemm Lake . 1 he death of poor

Deyverdun firft deprived me of a dcmeftic com.
. V 2
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panion , who can never be fupplied ; and your vifit
has only ferved to remind me that man , however
amufed and occupied in his clofet , was not made
to live alone. Severy will foon be no more , his
widow fora longtime , perhaps for ever , will be
loft to herfelf and her friends , the fon will travel ,and 1 fliall be left a ftrangerin the infipid circle of
mere common acquaintance . The revolution of
France , which firft embittered and divided the
fociety of Laufanne , has oppofed a barrier to mySulfex vifit, and may finally expel me from the pa-
radife which I inhabit . Even that paradife , the
expenfive and delightful eftablifhment of my houfe,
library , and garden , almoft becomes , an incum¬
brance , by rendering it more difficult for me to
relinquifh my hold , or to form a new fyftem of
life in my native country , for which my income ,
though improved and improving , would be pro¬
bably infufficient . But every complaint ffiould be
filenced by the contemplation of the French ; com¬
pared with whofe cruel fate , all mifery is relative
happinefs . I perfe&ly concur in your partiality for
Lally ; though Nature might forget fome meaner
ingredients , of prudence , economy , &c . Ihe never
formed a purer heart , or a brighter imagination .
If he be with you , 1 beg my kindeft falutations to
him . 1 am every day more clofely united with the
Neckers . Should France break , and this countrybe over - run , they would be reduced , in veryhumble circumftances , to feeka refuge ; and where
butin England ? Adieu , dear Madam , there is ,indeed , much pleafure in difcharging one ’s heart
to areal friend . Ever yours ,
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Edward Gibbon EJq . to the Right Hon^
Lord Sheffield .

[ Send me a Lift of thefe Letters i with
their refpedlive dates . ]

Lausanne , Nov. 25th ,

A . F TER the triple labor of my laft difpatch ,
your experience of the creature might tempt you
to fufpedl that it would again relapfe into a long
flumber . But , partly from the fpirit of contradic¬
tion , ( though lam not a lady , and partly from the
eafe and pleafure which I now find in the talk ,
you fee me again alive , awake and almoft faithful to
my hebdomadal promife . The laft week has not ,
however , afforded any events deferving the notice
of a hiftorian . Our affairs are ftill floating on the
waves of the convention , and the ratification of
a corredted treaty , which had been fixed for the
twentieth , is not yet arrived ; but the report of the
diplomatic committee has been favorable , and it
is generally underftood that the leaders of the
French republic do not wifh to quarrel with the
Swifs . We are gradually withdrawing and difband -
ing our militia . Geneva will be left to fink or
fwim , according to the humor of the people ; and
our laft hope appears to be , that by fubmiflion and
good behaviour we fhall avert for fome time the
impending ftorm . A few days ago an odd acci¬
dent happened in the French army ; the defertion
of the general . As the Neckers were fitting , about

V 3
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eight o ’clock in the evening , in their drawing - room
atRolle thedoorflew open , and they wereaftoun -
ded by their fervant ’s announcing Movjîeurle Géné¬
ral de Moniefquieu ? On the receipt of fome fecret in¬
telligence of a décret d’accufation, and an order to ar-
sreft. him , he had only time to get on horfeback , to gal¬
lop through Geneva , to take boat for Copet , and to
efcape from his purfuers , who were ordered to feize
him alive or dead . He left the Neckers after fupper ,
palled through Laufanne in the night , and proceeded
to Berne and Balle , whence he intended to wind his
way through Germany , amidll enemies of every de-
fcription , and to feek a refuge in England , America,
or the moon . He told Necker , that the foie remnant of
his fortune confiffed in a wretched fum of twenty
thoufand livres ; but the public report , or fufpicion,
befpeaks him in much better circum (lances . Befides
the reproach of acting with too much tamenefsand de¬
lay , he is accufed of making very foul and exorbitant
contrails ; and it is certain that new Sparta is infeiled
with this vice , beyond the example of the moll cor¬
rupt monarchy . Kelierman is arrived , to take the com¬
mand ; and it isapprehended thaton the firflofDecem -
ber , after the departure of the Swifs , the French may
rcquejl the permiffion of ufing Geneva , a friendly city,
for their winter -quarters . In that cafe , the democrati -
cal revolution , which we all forefee , will be very
fpeedily effeited .

I would afleyou , whether you apprehend there W3S
any treafon in the Duke of Brunfvvick’s retreat , and
whether you have totally withdrawn your confidence
?.nd efleem from that once-famed general ? Will it be
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poftible for England to preferve her neutrality with

any honor or fafety ? Weare bound , as 1 underftand ,

by treaty , to guarantee the dominions of the King of

Sardinia and the Auftrian provinces of the Nether¬

lands , Thefe countries are now invaded and over run

by the French . Can we refufe to fulfil our engage¬
ments , without expofing ourfelves to all Europe as a

perfidious or pufulanimous nation ? Yet , on the other
hand , can we affift thofe allies , without plunging
headlong into an abyfs , whofe bottom no man can
difcover ? But my chief anxiety is for our domeftic

tranquillity ; for I muftfind aretreatin England , Ihould
I be driven from Laufanne . The idea of firm and ho¬
norable union of parties pleafes me much ; but you
mull , frankly unfold what are the great difficulties that

may impede fo falutary a meafure : you write to a man
difcreet in fpeech , and now careful of papers . Yet
■what can fuch a coalition avail ? Where is the cham¬

pion of the conftitution ? Alas, Lord Guildford ! I

am much pleafed with theManchefter Afs. Theafles
or wolves who facrificed him have call off the mafic
too foon ; and fuch a nonfenfical adt muff open the

eyes of many fimple patriots , who might have been
led affray by the fpecious name of reform . It Ihould
be made as notorious as poffible . Next winter may
be the crifis of our fate , and if you begin to improve
the conftitution , you may be driven ftep by ftep from
the disfranchifement of old Sarurn to the King in

Newgate , the Lords voted ufelefs, the Bifhops abo -
lifhed , and a Houfe of Commons without articles

{fans culottes ) . Necker has ordered you a copy of his

toyal defence , which has met with , and deferved , uni »
V 4
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verfal fuccefs. The pathetic and argumentative partsare , in my opinion , equally good , and his> mild do .
quence may perfuade without irritating . I have ap¬plied to this gentler tone fome verfes of Ovid , ( Me.
tamorph . 1. iii . 302 , &c .

, ,T
) which you may read.IYladamede Staël has produced a fécond fon . She talks

wildly enough ofvifiting England this winter . She isa pleafant little woman . Poor Severy ’s condition is
hopelefs . Should he drag through the winter , Madamede S. would fcarcely furvive him. She kills herfelfwith grief and fatigue , what a difference in Laufanne lI '

nope triple anfwers are on the road . 1 muft writefoon ; the times will not allow me to read or think ,Ever yours . J

To the Same.

Lausanne , Dec. 14th , 1792.
C3 UR little floral lias now completely fubfided ,and we are again fpe&ators , though anxious fpeda -
tors , of the general tempeft that invades or threatens
almoU every country of Europe . Our troops are
every day difbanding and returning home , and the
greateflpart of the French have evacuated the neigh¬bourhood of Geneva . Monfteur Barthélémy , whom
you have feen fecretary in London , is moll cour-
teoufiy entertained , as ambaffador , by the Helvetic
body . He is now at Berne , where a diet will fpeedilybe convened ; the language on both Tides is now
pacific , and even friendly , and fome hopes are
given of a provifion for the officers of the Swifs
guards who have furvived the maffacres of Paris.
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January ift , 179 * .
With the return of peace I haverelapfed into my

former indolence ; but now awakening , after a fort¬
night ’s flumber , I have little or nothing to add , with
regard to the internal ftate of this country , only the
revolution of Geneva has already taken place , as I
announced , but fooner than 1 expe &ed . The Swifs
troops had no fooner evacuated the place , than the
Egalifeurs , as they are called , affembled in arms ;
and as no reftftance was made , no blood was Ihed on
the occafion . They feized the gates , difarmed the
garrifon , imprifoned the magiftrates , imparted the
rights of citizens to all the rabble of the town and
country , and proclaimed a National Convention ,
which has not yet met . They are all for a pure and
abfolute democracy ; but fome wifh to remain a
(mail independent ftate , whilft others afpire to be¬
come a part of the republic of France ; and as the
latter , though lefs numerous , are more violent and
abfurd than their adverfaries , it is highly probable
that they will fucceed . The citizens of the beft families
and fortunes have retired from Geneva into the Pays
de Vaud ; but the French methods of recalling or
profcribingemigrants , will foon be adopted . You
rauft have obferved , that Savoy is now become h
département du Mont Blanc . 1 cannot fatisfy myfelf ,
whether the mafs of the people is pleafed or difpleafed
with the change ; but my noble fcenery is clouded by
the democratical afped of twelve leagues of the
oppofite coaft , which every morning obtrude them-
felves on my view . 1 here conclude the firft part of
the hiftory of our Alpine troubles , and now confider
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royfelf as difengaged from allpromifes of periodical
writing . Upon the whole , I kept it beyond our
expe &ation ; nor do I think that you have been
fufliciently aflonilhed by the wonderful effort of the
triple difpatch .

"ï ou muff now fucceed to my tafk , and I (hall ex¬
pert , during the winter , a regular political journal
of the events of your greater world . You are on the
theatre , and may often be behind the fcenes. You
can always fee , and may fometimes forefee . My
own choice has indeed tranfported me into a foreign
land ; but I am truly attached , from intereft and
inclination , to my native country ; and even as a
citizen of the world , I wifli the liability of England ,
the foie great refuge of mankind , againft the oppofite
mifehiefs of defpotifm and democracy . I was indeed
alarmed , and the more fo , as I faw that you were
not without apprehenfion ; but I now glory in the
triumph of reafon and genuine patriotifm , which
feems to pervade the country ; nor do I diflike fome
mixture of popular enthufiafin , which may be requi -
fxtc to encounter our mad or wicked enemies with
equal arms . The behaviour of Fox does not furprife
me . You may remember what 1 told you latl year at
Laufanne , when you attempted his defence , that

Jfc * ‘it £

You have now crufiied the daring fubverters of the
conftitution ; but I now fear the moderate well-
meaners , reformers . Do not , Ibefeechyou , tam¬
per with parliamentary reprefentation . The prefent
houfe of commons forms , in praâiice , a body of
gentlemen , who nmft always fympathize with the
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interefb and opinions of the people ; and the flighteft
innovation launches you , without rudder or cotn-

pafs , on a dark and dangerous ocean of theoretical

experiment . On this fubjed 1 am indeed ferious .

Upon the whole , I like the beginning of ninety -

three better than the end of ninety - two . The illufion
feems to break away throughout Europe . I think

England and Switzerland are fafe . Brabant adheres to
its old conftitution . The Germans are difgufted with
the rapine and infolence of their deliverers . The Pope
ss refolved to head his armies , and the Lazzaroni of

Naples have prefented St . Januarius with a gold
fuzee , to fire on the Brigands François . So much for

politics , which till now never had fuch poffeflion of

my mind . Next poll 1 will write about myfelf and

my own defigns . Alas , your poor eyes ! make the
Maria write ; I will fpeedily anfwerher . My Lady is
flill dumb . The -German ports are now flow and

irregular . You had better write by the way of France ,
under cover . Dired to Le Citoyen Rebours à Pontar -
Her , France . Adieu ; ever yours .

To the Same.

Lausakne , January 6th , 179 ? .

TPhere was formerly a time when our correfpon -
dence was a painful difcuffion of my private affairs ;
a vexatious repetition of Ioffes , of difappointments ,
of fales , & c . Thefe affairs are decently arranged :
but public cares have now fucceeded to private
anxiety , and our whole attention is lately turned
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from Lenborough and Beriton , to the political dateof France and of Europe . From thefe politics , how¬
ever , one letter fiiall be free , while ! talk of myfelfand of my own plans ; a fubject moft interefting to afriend , and only to a friend.

I know not whether I am forry or glad that myexpedition has been poftponed to the prefent year.It is true , that I now wifh myfelf in England , andalmoft repent that I did not grafp the opportunitywhen the obftacles were comparatively frnallerjhan
they are now likely to prove . Yet had I reached youlaft fnmmer before the month of Auguft , a con-
fiderableportion of my time would be now elapfed ,and I flhould already begin to think of my departure .If the gout fhould fpare me this winter , j and a ? yetI have notfelt any fymptom , ) and if the fpring fhould
make a foft and early appearance , it is my intention
to be with you in Downing -ftr^ t before the end of
April , and thus to enjoy fix weeks or two months
of the moft agreeable feafon of London and the neigh¬bourhood , after the hurry of parliament is fubfided ,and before the great rural difperfion . As the banks
of the Rhine and the Belgic provinces are completely
overfpread with anarchy and war , I have made up
my mind to pafs through the territories of the French /
republic . From the beft and moft recent information ,I am fatisfied that there is little or no real danger in
the journey ; and I muftarm myfelf with patience to
fupport the vexatious infolence of democratical
tyranny . 1 have even a fort of curiofity to fpendfome days at Paris , to aflift at the debates of the
Pandsemonium , to feek an introduction to the prin-
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cipal devils , and to contemplate a new form of public
and private life , which never exifted before , and
which I devoutly hope will not long continue to
exift . Should the obftacles of health or weather con¬
fine me at Laufanne till the month of May , I fliall
fcarcely be able to refill the temptation of pafiing
fome part at leaft of the fummer in my own little
paradife . But all thefe fchemes mull ultimately de¬
pend on the great queflion of peace and war , which
will indeed be fpeedily determined . Should France
become impervious to an Englilh traveller , what
mull I do ? 1 fhall not eafily refolve to explore my
way through the unknown language and abominable
roads of the interior parts of Germany , to embark in
Holland , or perhaps at Hamburgh , and to be finally
intercepted by a French privateer . My Hay in England
appears not lefs doubtful than the means of tranf -
porting myfelf . Should I arrive in the fpring , it is
pofiible , and barely poflible , that I Ihould return
here in the autumn ; it is much more probable that I
fhall pafs the winter , and there may be even a chance
of my giving my own country a longer trial . In my
letter to my Lady I fairly expofed the decline of Lau¬
fanne ; but fuch an ellablilhment as mine mull not be
lightly abandoned ; nor can I difeover what adequate
mode of life my private circumllances , eafy as they
now are , could afford me in England . London and
Bath have doubtlefs their refpedive merits , and I
could wilh to refxde within a day ’s journey of Shef-
field -Place . But a flateof perfect happinefs is not to
be found here below ; and in the pofleffion of my
library , houfe , and garden , with the relicks of our
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fociety , and a frequent intercourfe with the Neckers,
I may ftill be tolerably content . Among the difaflrous
changes of Laufanne , I mult principally reckon the
approaching diffolution of poor Severy and his family^
He is ftill alive , but in fuch a hopelefs and painful
decay , that we no longer conceal our wilhes for his
fpeedy releafe. I never loved nor efteemed him fo
much as in this laft mortal difeafe, which he fupports
with a degree of energy , patience , and even cheer -
fulnefs , beyond all belief . His wife , whofe whole
time and foul are devoted to him , is almoft finking
under her long anxiety . The children are moft amia¬
bly afliduous to both their parents , and , at all events ,
his filial duties and worldly cares rnuft detain the fon
fome time at home .

And now approach , and let me drop into your
moft private ear a literary fecret . Of the Memoirs
little has been done , and with that little I am not
fatisfied . They muft be poftponed till a mature
feafon ; and 1 much doubt whether the book and the
Author can everfee the light at the fame time . Butî
have long refolved in my mind another fcheme of
biographical writing : the Lives , or rather the
Characters , of the moft eminent Perfons in Arts and
Arms , in Church and State , who have fiourilhed
in Britain from the reign of Henry the Eighth to the
prefent age . This work , extenfive as it may be ,
■would be an amufement , rather than a toil : the
materials are acceflible in our own language , and ,
for the moft part , ready to my hands : but the fubjecft,
which would afford a rich difplay of human nature
and domeftic hiftory , would powerfully addrefs itfelf
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to the feelings of every Englifhman . The talte or
fafhion of the times feems to delight in pi &urefque
decorations ; and this feries of Britifh portraits might
aptly be accompanied by the refpedtive heads , taken
from originals , and engraved by the beft mailers.
Alderman Boydell , and his fon -in.law , Mr . George
Nicol , bookfeller in Pallmall , are the great under¬
takers in this line . On my arrival in England I lhall
be free to confider , whether it may fuit me to proceed
in a mere literary work without any other decorations
th an thofe which it may derive from the pen of the
Aurhor . It is a ferious truth , that I am no longer
ambitious of fame or money ; that my habits ofin -
duflry are much impaired , and that I have reduced
my fludies, to be the loofe amufenaent of my morning
hours , the repetition of which will infenfibly lead
me to the laft term of exiftence . And for this very
reafon I lhall not be forry to bind myfelf by a liberal
engagement , from which I may not with honor
recede .

Before I conclude , we mull fay a word or two of
parliamentary and pecuniary concerns . 1 . We all
admire the generous fpiritwith which you damned
the affeflins * *. I hope that * * * * * The opinion
of parliament in favor of Louis was declared in a
manner worthy of the reprefentatives of a great and
a wife nation . It will certainly have a powerful effedl ;
and if the poor King be not already murdered , 1 am
fatisfied that his life is in fafety : but is fuch a life
worth his care ? Our debates will now become every
day more interefting ; and as I expeft from you only
opinions and anecdotes , I moft earneftly conjure
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you to fend me Woodfall ’s Regifter as often ( and
that muff be very often ) as the occafion deferves it.
I now fpare no expenfe for news -

1 want fome account of Mrs . G .
’s health . Will my

Lady never write ? How can people be fo indolent Î
I fuppofe this Avili find you at Sheffield - Place during
the recefs , and that the heavy baggage will not
move till after the birth - day . Shall 1 be with you by
the firft of May ? The Gods only know . Ialmoft
■wiffi that 1 had accompanied Madame de Staël.
Ever yours .

To the Same.

Begun Feb . 9, — ended Feb . 18 , 1795 .
HP1 HE flruggle is at length over , and poor de
Severy is no more ! He expired about ten days ago ,
after every vital principle had been exhaufted by a
complication of diforders , which had lafted above
five months : and a mortification in one of his legs,
that gradually rofe to the more noble parts , was the
immediate caufe of his death . His patience and even
cheerfulnefs fupported him to the fatal moment ;
and he enjoyed every comfort that could alleviate his
fituation , the flcill of his phyficians , the affiduous
tendernefs of his family, and the kind fympathy not
only of his particular friends , but even of common
acquaintance , and generally of the whole town . The
ftroke has been feverely felt : yet 1 have the fatisfac»
tion to perceive that Madame de Severy ’s health is
not affected ; and we may hope that in time fhe will

recover
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recover a tolerable fhare of compofure and happinefs.
Her iîrmnefs has checked the violent Tallies of grief ;
her gentlenefs has preferved her from the word of
fymptoms , a dry , filent defpair . She loves to talk
of her irreparable lofs , Ihedefcants with pleafure on
his virtues ; her words are interrupted with tears ,
but thofe tears are her beft relief ; and her tender
feelings will infenfibly fubfide into an affectionate
remembrance . Wilhelm is much more deeply wound¬
ed than I could imagine , or than he expected himfdf ;
nor have I everfeen the affliction of a fon more lively
and fincere . Severy was indeed a very valuable man :
without any (Fining qualifications , he was endowed
in a high degree with good fenfe , honor , and bene¬
volence ; and few men have filled with more propriety
their circle in private life . For myfelf , I have had
the misfortune of knowing him too late , and of
lofing him too foon . — But enough of this melan¬
choly fubjeCt .

The affairs of this theatre , which muft always
be minute , are now grown fo tame and tranquil ,
that they no longer deferve the hiftorian ’s pen .
The new conftitution of Geneva is flowly forming ,
without much noife or any bloodlhed ; and thé
patriots , who have ftaid in hopes of guiding and
reftraimng the multitude , flatter themlelves chat
they fhali be able at leaft to prevent their mad
countrymen from giving themfelvesto the French ,
the only mifchief that would be abfolutely irre¬
trievable . The revolution of Geneva is oflefs con-
fequence to us , however , than that of Savoy ; but
our fate will depend on the general event , rather

Vol . i . x
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than on thefe particular caufes. In the mean -while
•we hope to be quiet fpe&ators of the ftruggle of
this year ; and we feem to have affurances that both
the Emperor and the French will compound for
the neutrality of the Swifs . The Helvetic body
does not acknowledge the republic of France ; but
Barthélémy , their ambaffador , refides at Baden ,
and fteals , like Chauvelin , into a kind of extra -
official negotiation . All fpirit of oppofition is quel¬
led in the Canton of Berne , and the perpetual
banifhment of the * * family has fcarcely excited
a murmur . It will probably be followed by that of
* * * * * : the crime alledged in their fentence
is the having affifted at the federation - dinner at
Rolie two years ago ; and as they are abfent , I
could almoft wifli that they had been fummoned
to appear , and heard in their own defence . To
the general fupinenefs of the inhabitants of Lau-
fanne I muff abfcribe , that the death of Louis the
Sixteenth has been received with lefs horror and
indignation than 1 could have wifhed . I was much
tempted to go into mourning , and probably fhould,
had the Duchefs been Bill here ; but , as the only
Englifhman of any mark , I was afraid of being
lingular ; more efpecially as our French emigrants ,
either from prudence or poverty , do not wear
black , nor do even the Neckers . Have you read
his difcourfe for the King ? It might indeed fuper-
fede the neceflity of mourning 1 fbould judge
from your laft letter , and from the diary , that the
French declaration of war muff have rather fur-
pnfed you . I -yyirh , although 1 know not how it
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could have been avoided , that we might ftill have
continued to enjoy our fafe and profperous neutra¬
lity . You will not doubt my beft wifhes for the
deftrucftion of the mifcreants ; but I love England
ftill more than I hate France . All reafonab 'e chan¬
ces are in favor of a confederacy , fuch as was
never oppofed to the ambition of Louis the Four¬
teenth ; but , after the experience of laftyear , 1 dif-
truft reafon , and confefs myfelf fearful for the event .
The French are ftrong in numbers , activity , enthu -
fxafm ; they are rich in rapine ; and , although their
flrength may be only that of a phrenzy fever,they
may do infinite mifchief to their neighbours before
they can be reduced to a ftrait waiflcoat . 1 dread
the effects that may be produced on the minds of
the people by the increafe of debt and taxes , pro¬
bable Ioffes , and poffible mifmanagement . Our
trade muft fuffer ; and though projeds of invafion
have been always abortive ., I cannot forget that
the fleets and armies of Europe have failed before
the towns in America , which have been taken
and plundered by a handful of Buccaneers . I know
nothing of Pitt as a war minifter ; but it affords
me much fatisfaction that the intrepid wifdom of the
new chancellor I0 * is introduced into the cabinet . I
wifh , not merely on your own account , that you
wereplaced in an a&ive , ufeful Ration in government .
I Ihould not diflike you fecretary at war .

1 have little more to fay of myfelf, or of my journey
to England : you know my intentions , and the great
events of Europe muft determine whether they can
be carried into execution this fummer . If ***** has

X 3
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warmly adopted your idea , I fiiall fpeedily hear from
him ; but , in truth , I know not what will be my
anfwer : I fee difficulties which at lirft did not occur :
I doubt my own perfeverance , and my fancy begins
to wander into new paths . The amufement of reading
and thinking may perhaps fatisfy a man who has paid
his debt to the public ; and there is more pleafure
in building cailles in the air than on the ground . I
fliall contrive fome fmall affiflance for your corre-
fpondent , though I cannot learn any thing that dif-
tinguiffies him from many of his countrymen ; %ve
have had our full (hare of poor emigrants : but if you
wiffi that any thing extraordinary ffiould be done
for this man , you muflfendmea meafure . Adieu .
1 embrace my Lady and Maria , as alfo Louifa, if with
you . Perhaps I may foon write , without expecting
an anfwer . Ever yours .

To the Same .

Lausanne , April27 , 179 ? .

My dearefl Friend , forfuch you mofl truly are ,
nor does there exift a perfon who obtains , or flrall
ever obtain , a fuperior place in my efleem and
affe& ion.

After too long a filenceI was fitting down to write ,
when , only yefterday morning ( fuch is now the
irregular flownefs of the Englifii poll ) , I was fuddenly
ftruck , indeed flruck to the heart , by the fatal in¬
telligence from Sir Henry Clinton and Mr . de
Laliy . Alas ! what is life , and what are our hopes
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and projects ! When I embraced her at your depar¬
ture from Laufanne , could I imagine that it was for
the laft time ? when I poftponed to another fummer
my journey to England , could I apprehend that I
never , never fhould fee her again ? I always hoped
that Ihe would fpin her feeble thread to a long dura -
tion , and that her delicate frame would furvive ( as
is often the cafe ) many conftitutions of a Router
appearance . In four days ! in your abfence , in that
of her children ! But fire is now at reft ; and if there
be a future life , her mild virtues have furely entitled
her to the reward of pure and perfect felicity . It is
for you that I feel , and I canjudge of your fentiments
by comparing them with my own . I have loft , it is
true , an amiable and affectionate friend , whom I
had known and loved above three and - twenty years ,
and whom I often ftyled by the endearing name of
fifter . But you are deprived of the companion of
your life , the wife of your choice , and the mother
of your children ; poor children ! the livelinefs of
IVIaria, and thefoftnefs of Louifa , render them almoft
equally the objects of my tendereft compaffion . I do
not with to aggravate your grief ; but , in the fincerity
of friendfhip , I cannot hold a different language . I
know the impotence of reafon , and I much fear that
the ftrength of your character will ferve to make a
fharper and more lading impreflion .

The only confolation in thefe melancholy trials to
■which human life is expofed , the only one at lead in
■which I have any confidence , is the prefence of a
real friend ; and of that , as far as it depends on
myfelf , you fhall not be dcftitute . I regret the fey?

X 3
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days that muft be loft in fome neceffary preparations ;
but I truft that to - morrow fe ’nnight ( May the fifth )
I fhall be able to fet forwards on my journey to Eng¬
land ; and when this letter reaches you , I (hall be
confiderably advanced on my way . As it is yet
prudent to keep at a refpedful diftance from the
banks of the French Rhine , Filial ! incline a lictle to
the right , and proceed by SchaffhoufeandStutgard
to Frankfort and Cologne : the Auftrian Nether¬
lands are now open and fafe , and I am fure of being
able atleaft to pafs from Oftend to Dover ; whence ,
without paffing through London , I (hall purfue the
direél road to Sheffield - Place . Unlefs I Ihould meet
with fome unforefeen accidents and delays , I hope ,
before the end of the month to fliare your folitude ,
and fympathize with your grief . All the difficulties
of the journey , which my indolence had probably
magnified , have now difappeared before a ftronger
paffion ; and you will not be forry to hear , that , as
far as Frankfort to Cologne , I ffiall enjoy the advan¬
tage of the fociety , the converfation , the German
language , and the adive affiftance of Severy . His
attachment to me is the foie motive which prompts
him to undertake this troublefome journey ; and as
foon as he has feen me over the rougheft ground ,
he will immediately return to Laufanne . The poor
young man loved Lady S . as a mother , and the whole
family is deeply affeded by an event which reminds
them too painfully of their own misfortune . Adieu .
1 could write volumes , and fhall therefore break off
abruptly . I fhall write on the road , and hope to find
a few lines po/le rejlanie at Frankfort and Bruffels.
Adieu "

; ever yours .
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To the Same .

My dear Friend . Lausanne , May 179 ? »

Ï must write a few lines before my departure ,
though indeed I fcarcely know what to fay . Nearly
a fortnight has now elapfed fince the firft melancholy
tidings , without my having received the flighted
fubfequent accounts of your healch and fltuation .
Your own fllence announces too forcibly how much
you are involved in your feelings ; and 1 can but
too eafily conceive that a letter to me would be more
painful than to an indifferent perfon . But that ami¬
able man Count Lally might furely have written a
fécond time ; but your After , who is probably with
you ; but Maria ! — alas ! poor Maria ! I am left
In a ftate of darknefs to the workings of my own
fancy , which imagines every thing that is fad and
fhocking . What can I think of for your relief and
comfort ? I will not expatiate on thnfe common¬
place topics , which have never dried a Angle tear ;
but let me advife , let me urge you to force yourfelf
into bufinefs , as I would try to force myfel/ into
ftudy . The mind muft not be idle ; if it be not exer-
cifed on external obje&s , it will prey on its own
vitals . Athoufand little arrangements , which mud
precede a long journey , have poftponed my depar¬
ture three or four days beyond the term which I had
firft appointed ; but all is now in order , and I fe|
off to - morrow , the ninth inftant , with my valet de
chambre , a courier on horfeback , and Severy , with
bis fcrvant , as far as Frankfort . I calculate my arrival

X 4
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at Sheffield - Place ( how I dread and defire to fee
that roanfion ! ) for the firft week in June , foon after
this letter ; but I will try to fend you fome later
intelligence . I never found myfelf ftronger , or in
better health . The German road is now cleared ,
both of enemies and allies , and though I muff expect
fatigue , I have not any apprChenfions of danger .
It is fcarcely poffible that you fhould meet me at
Frankfort , but I lhall be much difappointed at not
finding a line at Bruffels or Oftend . Adieu . Ifthere
be any invifible guardians , may they watch over youand yours ! Adieu .

To the Same.

Frankfort , May 19th , 1795 .

.And here T am in good health and fpirits , after
one of the eafiefl : , fafeft , and pleafantell journies
which I ever performed in my whole life ; not the
appearance of an enemy , and hardly the appearanceof a war . Yet I hear , as I am writing , the cannon of
the fiege of Mayence , at the diftance of twenty
miles ; and long , very long , will it be heard . It is
confefled on all fides , that the French fight with a
courage worthy of a better caufe. The town of May¬
ence is ftrong , their artillery admirable ; they are
already reduced to horfe-flelh , but they have ftill the
refource of eating the inhabitants , and at laft of eating
one another ; and , if that repaft could be extended
to Paris and the whole country , it might effentially
contribute to the relief of mankind . Our operations
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are carried on with more than German flownefs, '

and when the befieged are quiet , the befiegers are
perfectly fatisfied with their progrefs . A fpirit of
divifion undoubtedly prevails ; and the chara&er of
the Pruffnnsfor courage and difcipline is funk lower
than you can poffibly imagine . Their glory has expi¬
red with brederick . Ï am forry to have miffed
Lord Elgin , who is beyond the Rhine with the King
of Pruffia. As I am impatient , I propofe fetting for¬
wards to - morrow afternoon , and lhall reach Offend
in lefs than eight days . The paffage muff depend on
winds and packets ; and I hope to find atBruffelsor
Dover a letter which will direét me to Sheffield - Place
or Downing -Street . Severy goes back from hence.
Adieu : I embrace the dear girls. Ever yours.

To the Same,

Brussels , May 557th , 1795 .

This day , between two and three o ’clock in the
afternoon , I am arrived .at this place in excellent
prefervation My expedition , which is now drawing
£0 a clofe , has been a journey of perfeverancerather
thanfpeed , of fome labor fince Frankfort, but with¬
out the fmalleft degree of difficulty or danger As I
have every morning been feated in the chaife foon
after fun - rife , 1 propofe indulging to-morrow till
eleven o ’clock , and going that day no farther than
Ghent . On Wednefday the 29th inftantl lhall reach
Offend in good time , juft eight days , according to
my former reckoning , from Frankfort . Beyond that
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lean fay nothing pofitive ; but fhould the winds be
propitious , it is poffible that I may appear next
Saturday , June . firfi : , in Downing Street . Afterthat
earlieft date . you will expeét me day by day till I
arrive . Adieu . I embrace the dear girls , andfalute
Mrs Holroyd I rejoice that you have anticipated
my advice by plunging into bufinefs ; but l fhould
now be forry if that bufinefs , however important ,
detained us long in town I do not with to make a
public exhibition , and only figh to enjoy you and
the precious remnant in the folitude of Sheffield -
Place . Ever yours .

If I am fuccefsful I may outftrip or accompany
this letter . Your ’s and Maria ’s waited for me here ,
and over -paid the journey .
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rpI HH preceding Letters intimate that , in return
for my vifit to Laufannein 1791 , Mr . Gibbon engaged
to pafs a year with me in England ; that the war
having rendered travelling exceedingly inconve¬
nient , efpecially to a perfon who , from his bodily
infirmities , required every accommodation , pre¬
vented his undertaking fo formidable a journey at
the time he propofed .

The call of friendlhip , however , was fufficient
to make him overlook every perfonal confideration ,
when he thought his prefence might prove a confola-
tion . I muff ever regard it as the mod endearing
proof of hisfenfibility , and ofhis poffeffing the true
fpirit of friendlhip , that after having relinquilhed the
thoughtof his intended vifit , hehaftened to England ,
in fpiteof increafing impediments , to foothe me by
the moll generous fympathy , and to alleviate my
domefticafflickion ; neither his great corpulency , nor
his extraordinary bodily infirmities , nor any other
confideration , could prevent him a moment from
lefolving on an undertaking that might have deterred
the moft adive young man . He , almofi: immediately ,
with alertnefs by no means natural to him , undertook
a great circuitous journey , along the frontiers of an
enemy , worfe than favage , within the found of
their cannon , within the range of the light troops of
the different armies , and through roads ruined by the
enormous machinery of war .

The readinefs with which he engaged in this kind
office of friendlhip , at a time when afelfifh fpirit might
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have pleaded a thoufand reafons for declining fo
hazardous a journey , confpired , With the peculiar
charms of his fociety to render his arrival a cordial to
niy mind . Ihadthefatisfaéfion of finding that his own
delicate and precarious health had not fuffered in the
fervice of his friend , a fervice in which he diiregarded
his own perfonal infirmities . He arrived in the begin¬
ning of June at my houfe in Downing Street , fafe and
in good deal ' h ; and after we had paffed about a month
together in London , we fettled at Sheffield - Place for
thefummer ; where his wit , learning , and cheerful
politenefs delighted a great variety of chara&ers .

Although he was inclined to reprefent his health as
better than it really was , his habitual diilike to mo¬
tion appeared to increafe ; his inaptnefs to exercife con¬
fined him to the library and dining - room , and there
he joined my friend Mr . Frederick North , in plea-
fant arguments againft exercife in general He ridicu¬
led the unfettled and reftlefs difpofition that fummer,
the moft uncomfortable , as he faid , of all feafons , ge¬
nerally gives to thofe who have the free ufe of their
limbs . Such arguments were little required to keep
fociety within doors , when his company was only
there to be enjoyed ; for neither the finenefs of the
feafon , nor the moft promifing parties of pleafure,
could tempt the company of either fex to defert him .

Thofe who have enjoyed the fociety of Mr . Gib¬
bon will agree with me, that his converfation was

Jlill more captivating than his writings . Perhaps no
man ever divided time more fairly between literary
labor and focial enjoyment ; and hence , probably , he
derived his peculiar excellence of making his very ex-
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tenfive knowledge contribute , in thehigheft degree ,
to the ufe or pleasure of thofe with whom he conver -
fed . He united , in the happieft mannpr imaginable ,
two charaders which are not often found in the fame
peiTon, the profound fcholar and the fafcinating com¬
panion .

It would be fuperfiuous to attempt a very minute
delineation of a charader which is fo dilbnctly mar¬
ked in the Memoirs and Letters . He has defcribed
himfelf without referve , and with perfed fincerity .
The Letters , and efpecially the extrads from the
Journal , which could not have been written with any
purpofe of being feen , will make the reader perfedly
acquainted with the man.

Excepting a vifit to Lord EgremOnt and Mr . Hay .
ley , whom he very particularly efteemed , Mr Gib¬
bon was not abfent from Sheffield Place till the begin¬
ning of Odober , when we were reludantly obliged
to part with him , that he might perform his engage¬
ment to Mrs Gibbon at Bath , the widow of his fa¬
ther , who had early deferved , and invariably retained ,
his affedion . From Bath he proceeded to Lord Spen-
fer’s at Althorp , a family which he always met with
uncommon fatisfadion . He continued in good health
during the whole fummer , and in excellent fpirits ( l
never knew him enjoy better ) ; and when he went
from Sheffield - Place , little did I imagine it would be
the laft time I fliould have the inexpreffible pleafure
of feeing him there in full poffeffion of health.

The few following fhort letters , though not impor¬
tant in themfelves , will fill up this part of the narra¬
tive better , and more agreeably , than any thing I can
fubftitute in their place.
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Edward Gir >n Efq . to the Right Hon . Lord
SlIEtFIELD.

October 2 d , 1793»
The Cork Street hotel has anfwered its recom¬
mendation ; it is clean , convenient , and quiet . My
firft evening was paiïed at home in a very agreeable
lëte-a-tëte with my friend Elmfiey . Yefterday 1 dined
at Craufurd ’s with an excellent fet, in which were Pel¬
ham and Lord Egremont . I dine to- day with my Por -
tuguefe friend , Madame de Sylva , at Grenier ’s ; mole
probably with Lady Webfter , whom I metlaft night
at Devonfhire -Houfe ; a confiant , though late, refort
of fociety . The Duchefs is as good , and Lady Eliza¬
beth as feducing , as ever . No news whatfoever . You
will fee in the papers Lord Harvey ’s memorial . I love
vigor , but it is furely a ftrong meafure to tell a gen¬
tleman you have refolved to pafs the winter in his
houfe . London is not difagreeable ; yet I fhali pro¬
bably leave it Saturday . If any thing fhould occur,
1 will write . Adieu ; ever yours .

To the Same.

SuNDAY afternoon I left London and lay at Rea¬
ding , and Monday in very good time I reached this
place , after a very pleafant airing ; and am always fo
much delighted and improved , with this union of
cafe and motion , that , were no t the expenfe enormous,
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Ï would travel every year fome hundred miles,
more efpecially in England . I paffed the day with
Mrs . G . yefterday . In mind and converfation Ihe is
juft the fame as twenty years ago . She has fpirits, ap¬
petite , legs, and eyes, and talks of living till ninety , , ° .
I can fay from my heart , Amen . We dine at two ,
and remain together till nine ; but , although we have
much to fay , I am not forry that fhe talks of introdu¬
cing a third or fourth a&or . Lord Spenfer expedts me
about the Qoth ; but if I can do it without offence, I
fhali fteal away two or three days fooner , and you
lhall have advice of my motions . The troubles of
Briftol have been ferions and bloody . I know not
•who was in fault ; but 1 do not like appeafing the mob
by the extinction of the toll , and the removal of the
Hereford militia , who had done their duty . Adieu .
The girls muft dance at Tunbridgre . What would
dear little aunt fay if I was to anfvyer her letter ? Ever
yours , &c .

York -House , Bath ,
OCt ber 9th, 1 - 93 .
1 ftill follow the old ftyle , though the Convention

has abolifhed the Chriftian era, with months , weeks,
days , &c .

To the Same,

York -House , Bath , OdLbar 13th, 1793.

ÏaM as ignorant of Bath in general as if I were ftill
at Sheffield. My impatience to get away makes me
think it better to devote my whole time to Airs . G . ;
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and dear little aunt , whom I tenderly falute , will ex.
cufe me to her two friends , Mrs . Hartley and Prefton ,
if I make little or no ufe of her kind introduction . A
iête-à-tèle of eight or nine hours every day is rather
difficult to fupport ; yet I do allure you , that our
converfationflows with nioreeafe and fpirit when we
are alone , than when any auxiliaries are fummoned
to our aid . She is indeed a wonderful woman ,
and I think all her faculties of the mind ftronger , and
more active , than I have ever known them . I have
fettled , that ten full days may be fufficient for all the

purpofes of our interview . Ï fhould therefore depart
next Friday , the eighteenth inftant , and am indeed

expected at Althbrpe on the twentieth ; but I may
poffibly reckon without my holt , aslhavenotyetap -

prized Mrs . G . of the term of my vifit ; and will cer¬
tainly not quarrel with her for a flrort delay . Adieu . I
mult have fome political fpeculations . The campaign ,
atleafton ourfide,feemsto beat an end . Everyour ^

»

To the Same .

ALTHORP Library , Tuefday, four o’clock.

WE have fo completely exhaufted this morning
among the firfl editions of Cicero , that I can mention
only my departure hence to morrow , the fixth in¬
ftant . I (hall lie quietly at Woburn , and reach Lon¬
don in good time Thurfday . By the following poll I
will write fomewhat more largely . My flay in Lon¬
don will depend , partly on my amufement , and your
being fixed at Sheffield -Place ; unlefs you think 1 can

be
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be comfortably arranged fora week or two with you
at Brighton . The military renrarks feem good ; but
now to what purpofe ? Adieu . I embrace and much
rejoice in Louifa ’s improvement . Lord OiTory was
from home at Faming - Woods .

To the Same.

London , Friday, Nov. gth , Four o ’clock.

Walpole has juft delivered yours , and I haften
the diredion , that you may not beat a lofs . I will
write to - morrow , but 1 am now fatigued , and rather
unwell . Adieu . I have not feen a foul except Elmfley .

To the Same.

ST . JamES ’s-StREET , Nov . 9th , 1793 .

As i dropt yefterday the word unwell, I flatter my.
felf that the family would have been a little alarmed
by my filence to - day . I am ftill awkward , though
without any fufpieions of gout , and have fome idea
of having recourfe to medical advice . Yet I creep out
to -day in a chair, to dine with Lord Lucan . But as it
will be literally my firft going down flairs, and as
fcarcely any one is apprized of my arrival , 1 know no¬
thing , 1 have heard nothing , 1 have nothing to fay.
My prefent lodging , a houfe of Eimfley ’

s , is cheerful,
convenient , fomewhat dear , but not fo much as a
hotel , a fpecies of habitation for which I have not con¬
ceived any great afledion . Fiad you been ftationary
at Sheffield, you would have feen me before the twen -

Vol . I . Y
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tieth ; for I am tired of rambling , and pant for my
home ; that is to fay, for your houfe But whether l ffiall
have courage to brave * * * * and a bleak down ,
time only can difcover . Adieu . I wilh you back to
Sheffield Place The health of dear Louifa is doubtlcfs
the firft objed ; but I did notexped Brighton after
Tunbridge . Whenever dear little aunt is feparatc
from you , I fhall certainly write to her ; but at pre-
fent how is itpoffible ? Ever yours .

To the Same , at Brighthelmjlone ,

St . jAMEsVSTRfcBT , Nov . nth , 1793.

ImUST at length withdraw theveil beforemy Bate
of health , though the naked truth may alarm you more
than a fit of the gout . Have you never obferved ,
through my inexpreffibles , a large prominency circa
genitalia , which , as itwas not atall painful , and very
little troublefome , 1 had ftrangely negleded for many
years ? But fince my departure from Sheffield Place
it has increafed , (moll flupendoufly, ) is increafing , and
ought to be dimimfhed . Yellerday I fent for Farquhar ,
■who is allowed to be a very fkilful furgeon . After
viewing and palping , he very ferioufly defired to call
in affiftance, and has examined it again to day with
Mr . Cline , a furgeon , as he fays, of théffirfi: eminence .
They both pronounce it a hydrocele , (a cohesion
of water, ) which mull be let out by the operation of
tapping ; but , from its magnitude and long negled ,
they think it a moft extraordinary cafe , and wifh to
have another furgeon , Dr Bayley , prefent . If the
bufinefs fhould go offfmoothly , 1 lhall be delivered
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from my burden , (it is almoft as big as a fmall child,)
and walk about in four or five days with a trufs. But
the medical gentlemen , who never fpeak quite plain ,
infinuate to me the poffibility of an inflammation , of
fever , & c . I am not appalled at the thoughts of the
operation , which is fixed for Wednefday next , twelve
o ’clock ; but it has occurred to me, that you might
wifh tobeprefent , before and afterwards , till the cri¬
bs was pall ; and to give you that opportunity , Ifhall
folicit a delay till Thurfday , or even Friday . In the
mean while , I crawl about with fome labor , and
much indecency , to Devonfhire - Houfe (where I left
all the fine Ladies making flannel waiftcoats ) ; Lady1
Lucan ’s, &c . Adieu . Varnilh the bufnefs for the La¬
dies ; yeti am afraid it will be public ;— the advantage
of being notorious . Ever yours .
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Immediately on receiving the laft letter , I went
the fame day from Brighthelmftoneto London , and
Was agreeably furprifed to find that Mr . Gibbon had
dined at Lord Lucan ’s , and did not return to his lod¬
gings , where I waited for him, till eleven o’clock at
night . Thofe who have feen him within the laft eight
or ten years , muft be furprifed to hear that he could
doubt , whether his diforder was apparent . When he
returned to England in 1787, I was greatly alarmed
by a prodigious increafe, which I always conceived to
proceed from a rupture . I did not underftand why he,
who had talked with me on every other fubjed rela¬
tive to himfelf and his affairs without referve , fhould
never in any fhape hint at a malady fo troublefome ;
but on fpeaking to his valet de chambre , he told me,
Mr . Gibbon could not bear the leaft allufion to that
fubjed , and never would fuffer him to notice it . I
confulted fome medical perfons , who with me fuppo-
fing it to be a rupture , were of opinion that nothing
could be done , and faid that he furely muft have had
advice , and of courfe had taken all neceffary precau-

♦ tions . He now talked freely with me about his difor¬
der ; which , hefaid , began in the year 1761 ; that he
then confulted Mr . Hawkins the furgeon , who did
not decide whether it was the beginning of a rupture ,
or an hydrocele , but he deftred to fee Mr . Gibbon
again when he came to town . Mr . Gibbon not feeh
ing any pain, nor fuffering any inconvenience , as he
laid , never returned to Mr . Hawkins ; and although
the diforder continued to increafe gradually , and of
late years very much indeed , he never mentioned it
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to any perfon , however incredible it may appear , from
1761 to November 1793 . I told him , that I had al¬

ways fuppofed there was no doubt of its being a rup¬
ture ; his anfwer was , that he never thought fo, and
that he, and the furgeons who attended him , were of

opinion that it was an hydrocele . It is now certain
that it was originally a rupture , and that an hydrocele
had lately taken place in the fame part ; and it is re¬
markable , that his legs , which had been fwelled about
the ankle , particularly one of them , fince he had the

erifipelas in 1790, recovered their former lhape as foon
as the water appeared in another part , which did not

happen till between the time he left Sheffield-Place , in
the beginning of Odtober , and his arrival at Althorpe ,
towards the latter end of that month . On theThurf -
day following the date of his laft letter , Mr . Gibbon
was tapped for the firft time ; four quarts of a tranfpa -
rent watery fluid were difeharged by that operation .
Neither inflammation nor fever enfued ; the tumor
was diminilhed to nearly half its fize ; the remaining
part was a foft irregular mafs. I had been with him
two days before , and I continued with him above a
week after the firft tapping , during which time he en¬
joyed his ufual fpirits ; and the three medical gentle¬
men who attended him will recoiled! his pleafantry ,
even during the operation . He was abroad again in a
few days , but the water evidently collecting very fait ,
it was agreed that a fécond pundture fhould be made
a fortnight after the firft . Knowing that 1 fhould be
wanted at a meeting in the country , he prefled me to
attend it , and promifed that foon after the fécond ope’

ration was performed he would follow nw to Sheffield-
y 3
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Place ; but before he arrived I received the two follow*.
ing Letters :

Mr . Gibbon ta Lord Sheffield , at Brighton .
St . James ’s Street , Nov. nçth, 1793;

Though Farquhar has proraifed to write you a
line , 1 conceive you may notbeforry toheardireétlyfrom me. The operation ofyefterday was much long¬er , more fearching , and more painful than the former ;but it has eafed and lightened me to a much greater
degree No inflammation , no fever , a delicious
night, - leave to go abroad to morrow , and to go out
of town when 1 pleafe, en attendant the future mea-
fures of a radical cure . If you hold your intention of
returning next Saturday to Sheffield-Place , IfhalJ pro¬
bably join you about the Tuefday following , after
having paffed two nights at Beckenham The
Devons are going to Bath , and the hofpitable Crau-
furd follows them . I paffed a delightful day with
Burke ; an odd one with Monfignore Erfkine , the
Pope ’s Nuncio . Of public news , you and the papersknow more than I do . We feem to have ftrong fea
and land hopes ; nor do I diflike the Royalifts having
beaten the Sans Culottes , and taken Dol . How manyminutes will it take to guillotine the . feventy three
new members of the convention , who are now arreft.
ed ? Adieu ; ever yours .



( 327 )

To the Same.

St . James ’s - StreeT , Nov . 30th , 1793 .1

It will not be in my power * «reach Sheffield -Place
quite fo foon as I wilhed and expe &ed . Lord Auck¬
land informs me , that he fhall be at Lambeth next
week , Tuefday , Wednefday , and rhurfday . lhave
therefore agreed to dine at Beckenham on Friday .
Saturday wdl be fpent there , and unlefsfome extraor¬
dinary temptation Ihould detain me another day , you
will fee me by four o ’clock Sunday the ninth of De¬
cember . 1 dine to morrow with the Chancellor at
H ampftead , and , what I do not like at this time of
the year , without a propofal to ftay all night . Yet I
Would not refufe , more efpecially aslhad denied him
on a former day . IVIy health is good ; but 1 fhall have
a final in erview wuh Farquhar before 1 leave town .
We are ftill in darknefs about Lord Howe and the
French (hips , but hope feems to preponderate . Adieu .
Nothing that relates to Louifa can be forgotten . Ever
yours .

Mr . Gibbon generally took the opportunity of paf-
fing a night or two with his friend Lord Auckland , at
Eden - Farm , ( ten miles from London, ) on his paffage
to Sheffield-Place ; and notwithftanding his indifpo -
fition , he had lately made an excurfion thither from
London ; when he was much pleafed by meeting the
Archbilhop of Canterbury , of whom he expreffed a
high opinion . He returned to London , to dine with
Lord Loughborough , to meet Mr . Burke , Mr . Wind ,
ham , and particularly Mr . Pitt , with whom he was

Y 4
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not acquainted ; and in his ] aft journey to Suffex, he
revifited Fden - Farm , and was much gratified by the
opportunity of again feeing , during a whole day , Mr ,
Pitt , who pafled the night there . From Lord Auck -
and ’s, Mr * Gibbon r oceeded to Sheffield-Place ; and
hisdifcourfe was nev *.r more brilliant nor more enter¬
taining , than on his arrival . The parallels he drew ,
and the comparions he made, between the leading
men of this country , were Sketched in his beft manner ,
and were infinitely interefting . However , this lafi;
vifit to Sheffield Place became far different from anyhe had ever made before . That ready , cheerful , va¬
rious , and illuminating conversation , which we had
before admired in him , was not now always to be
found in the library or the dining - room . He moved
with difficulty' , and retired from company fooner
than he had been ufed to do . On the twenty -third of
December , his appetite began to fail him . He obfer -
ved to me , that it was a very bad fign with him when
he could not eat his breakfad , which he had done at;
all times very heartily ; and this feems to have been
the ftrongeft expreffion of apprehenfion that he was
ever obferved to utter . A confiderable degree of
fever now made its appearance . Inflammation arofe,
from the weight and the bulk of the tumor . Water
again collected yery fall , and when the fever went
off, he never entirely recovered his appetite even for
breakfaft . I became very uneafy indeed at his fitua-
tion towards the end of the month , and thought it
neceffary to advifehira to fet out for London . He had
before fettled his plan to arrive there about the middle
pfJanuary . i had company in the houfe , and we ex?
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pedted one of his particular friends ; but he was ob-
liged to facrifice all focial pleafure to the immediate
attention which his health required . He went to Lon¬
don on the feventh of January , and the next day I re¬
ceived the following billet ; the laft he ever wrote :

Edward Gibbon Efq. to Lord Sheffield .

St . James ’s-Stkeet , four o’clock , Tuefday.

“ This date fays every thing , I was almoft killed
cc between Sheffield-Placeand Eaft -Grinfted , by hard ,
tc frozen , long , and crofs ruts , that would difgrace
“ the approach of an Indian wig - wam . The reft was
“ fomething lefs painful ; and I reached this place
“ half - dead , but not ferioufly feverilh , or ill , I found

“ a dinner invitation from Lord Lucan ; but what are
u dinners to me ? I wifih they did not know of my
cc departure . I catch the flying poft . What an effort !
£c Adieu , till Thurfday or Friday .

”

By his own defxre, I did not follow him till Thurf¬
day the ninth . I then found him far from well . The
tumor more diftended than before, inflamed , and ul¬
cerated in feveral places . Remedies were applied to
abate the inflammation ; but it was not thought pro¬
per to pundture the tumor for the third time , till
Monday the 13th of January , when no lefs than fix
quarts of fluid were difeharged . He feemed much
relieved by the evacuation . His fpirits continued
good . He talked , as ufual , of paffing his time at houfes
which he had often frequented with great pleafure,
the Duke of Devonflure ’s , Mr , Craufurd ’s, Lord



c 330 )

Spenfer’s, Lord Lucan ’s , Sir Ralph Payne ’s , and Mr .Batt ’s ; and when I told him that 1 fhould not returnto the country , as I hail intended , he preffed me to go ;knowing 1 had an engagement there on public bufi-nef« , he {kid ,
'■‘ you may be back on Saturday , and Iintend to go on 1 huifday to Devonlhire Houle .”Ï had not any apprehenfion that his life was in danger ,al hough 1 began to fear that he might notbereftored

to a comfortable Rate , and that motion would be
very troublefome to him ; but he talked of a radical
cure . He faid , that it was fortunate the diforder had
fliown itfelf while he was in England , where he might
3>rocure the beft affiftance ; and if a radical cure could
not be obtained before his return to Laufanne , there
•was an able furgeon at Geneva , who could come to
tap him when it fhould be neceffary.

On Tuefday the fourteenth , when the rifk of in¬
flammation and fever from the laft operation was fup-
pofed to be over , as the medical gentlemen who atten-
ded him exprefled no fears for his life, I went that af¬
ternoon part of the way to Suffex, and the following
day reached Sheffield- Place . The next morning , the
fixteenth , I received by the poft a good account of
Mr Gibbon , which mentioned alfo that he hourly
gained ftrength . In the evening came a letter by ex-
prefs , dated noon that day , which acquainted me that
Mr . Gibbon had had a violent attack the preceding
night , and that is was not probable he fhould live till
I could come to him . I reached his lodgings in St. Ja-
mes ’s- ftreet about midnight , and learned that myfriend had expired a quarter before one o’clock chat
day , the fixteenth of January 1794.



( 331 }

After 1 left him on Tuefday afternoon the four¬
teenth , he fawfome company , Lady Lucan and Lady
Spenfer , and thought himfelf well enough at night to
omit the opium draught , which he had been ufed to
take for fome time . He flept very indifferently ; before
nine the next morning he rofe , but could not eat his
breakfaft . However , he appeared tolerably well , yet
complained at times of a pain in his ftomach . At one
o ’clock he received a vifit of an hour from Madame de
Sylva , and at three , hisfriend , Mr . Craufurd , of Au -
chinames , ( whom he always mentioned with particu¬
lar regard, ) called , and flayed with him till part five
o ’clock . They talked , as ufual , on various fubjects ;
and twenty hours before his death , Mr . Gibbon hap¬
pened to fall into a con verfation , not uncommon with
him , on the probable duration of his life . Hefaid , that
he thought himfelf a good life for ten , twelve , or per¬
haps twenty years . About fix, he ate the wing of a
chicken , and drank three glaffes of Madeira . After
dinner he became very uneafy and impatient ; com¬
plained a good deal , and appeared fo weak , that his
fervant was alarmed . Mr . Gibbon had fent to his
friend and relation , Mr . Robert Darell , whofe boufe
was not far diftant , defiring to fee him , and adding *that he had fomething particular to fay. But , unfortu¬
nately , this defired interview never took place.

During the evening he complained much of his
ftomach , and of a difpofition to vomit . Soon after
nine , he took his opium draught , and went to bed .
About ten , he complained of much pain , and defired
that warm napkins might be applied to his ftomach .
He almoft inceftantly expreffed a fenfe of pain till
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about four o’clock in the morning , when he faid he
found hisftomach mucheafier . About feven , the fer-
vantafked , whether he (houldfendforMr . Farquhar ?
he anfwered , no ; that he \yas as v/ell as he had been
the day before . At about half paft eight , hegotoutof
bed , and faid he was “plus adroit " than he had been
for three months paR, and gotinto bed again , without
afljRance . better than ufual . About nine, hefaid that
he would rife . Thefervant , however , perfuaded him
to remain in bed till Mr . Farquhar , who was expedted
at eleven , fhould come ., Till about that hour he
fpoke with great facility . Mr . Farquhar came at the
time appointed , and he was then vifibly dying . When
the valet de chambre returned , after attending Mr . Far-
quhar out of the room , Mr . Gibbon faid , “ Pourquoi
ejl ce que vous me quillez? " This was about half paft
eleven . At twelve , he drank tome brandy and water
from a tea pot , and defired his favorite fervant to Ray
with him . Thefe were the laft words he pronounced
articulately . To the laR he preferved his fenfes ; and
when he could no longer fpeak , his fervant having
alked a queRion , he made a fign , to (how that he un-
derRood him . He was quite tranquil , and did not
ftir ; his eyes half- fhut . About a quarter before one,
lie ceafed to breathe I ! .

The valet de chambre obferved , that Mr . Gibbon
did not , at any time , (how the leaft fign of alarm , or
apprehenfionof death ; and it does not appear that he
ever thought himfelf in danger , unlefs his defire to
fpeak to Mr . Dareli may be confidered in that light .

Perhaps I dwell too long on thefe minute and me-
lançholy circumRances. Yet the clofe of Rich a life can
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hardily fail to intereft every reader ; and I know that
the public has received a different and erroneous ac¬
count of my friend ’s laft hours .

I can never ceafe to feel regret that I was not by his
fide at this awful period : a regret fo ftrong , that I can
exprefs it only by borrowing (as the eloquent Mr .
Mafon has done on a fimilar occafion ) the forcible
language of Tacitus : Mild prefer acerbitatem amici
erepti, auget meflldam quod aflidere valetudini, fovers
dejicientem , Jatiari vultu, complexu non contigit. It is
fome confolation to me, that I have not , like Tacitus ,
by a long abfence , anticipated the lofs of my friend
feveral years before his deceafe. Although I had not
the mournful gratification of being near him on the
day he expired , yet during his illnefs I had not failed
to attend him with that affiduity which his genius ,
his virtues , and , above all , our long , uninterrupted ?
and happy friendfhip demanded .

/
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