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LETTERS |
FROM
EDWARD GIBBON Efqg

TO

LORD SHEFFIELD, and Others

EpwarDp GipsoN Efg. to the Hon, Mifs
HovrroYD.

. LAUSANNE, g9th Nov. 179r1.

G ULLIVER is made to fay, in prefenting his
interpreter, “ My tongue is in the mouth of my
friend.” Allow me tofay, with proper e\:prdﬁom and
¢« excufes, My pen is in the hand of my friend 3’ and
the aforefaid friend begs leave thus to continue A

I remember to have read fomewhere in Roufleau,
of alover quitting very often his miftrefs, to bave
the pleafure of correfponding with her. Though
not ablolutely your lover, 1 am very much your
admirer, and fhould be extremely tempted to follow
the fame example. The {pirit and rcafon which pre-
vail in your conwverfation, appear to great adw 1
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tage in your letters. The three which I have re-
ceived from Berne, Coblentz, and Bruflels have
given me much real pleafure ; firlt, as a proof that
you are often thinking of me; fecondly, as an evi-
dence that you are capable of keeping a refslution ;
and thirdly, from their own intrinfic meiit and en-
tertainment. The Ryle, without any allowance for
halte or buiry, is perfe@ly corre@; the manner is
neither too light, nor to grave; the dimenfions
neither too long, nor too fhort: they are fuch,
ina word, as I fhould like to receive fiom the
davghter of my beft friend. I attend your lively
jousnal , through bad roads, and worfe inns. Your
defcription of men and manners conveys very fatis-
factory information; and I am particularly delighted
with your remark concerning the irregular beha-
viour of the Rhine, Butthe Rhine, alas! after fome
temporary wanderings, will be content to flow in
bis old channel , while man — man is the greateft
fool of the whole creation.

I direc this letter to Sheffield . Place, wherel
fuppofe you arrived in health and fafety, 1 con-
gratulate my Lady on her quiet eftablifhment by
her firefide ; and hope you will be able, after all
your excutfions, to fupport the climate 'and man.
ners of Old England. Before this epiftle reaches
you, I hope to have received the two promifed let.
ters from Dover and Sheffield - Place. 1f they {houid
not meet with a proper retufn, you will pity and
forgive me. 1 bhave not yet heard from Lord Shef.
field, who feems to have devolved on his daugh-
ter, the tafk which (he has fo glorioufly executed,
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I Mall probably not write to him, tilll have re.
ceived his firft letter of bufinefs from England ; but
with regard to my Lady , I have molt excellent
intentions.

1 never could underftand how two perfons of
fuch fuperior merit, as Mifs Holroyd and Mifs
Laufanne, could have fo little relifh for one another,
as they appeared to have in the beginning; and 1t
was with great pleafure that 1 obferved the degrees
of their growing intimacy, and the mutual regret
of their feparation. Whatever you may imagine,
your friends at Laufanne have been thinking as
frequently of yourfelf and company, as you could
pollibly think of them; and you will be very un-
grateful , if you do not ferioufly refolve to make
them a fecond wific, under fuch name and title as
you may judge moft agreeable. None of the Severy
family, except perhaps my fecretary, are inclined
to forget you; and I am continually afked for fome
account of your health , motions, and amufements.
Since your departure, no great events have occur-
red. 1 have made a fhort excurfion to Geneva and
Copet, and found Mr. Necker in much better fpi-
rits than when you faw him. They prefled me to
pafs fome weeks this winter in their houfe at Ge-
neva; and I may poffibly comply, at lealt. in part,
with their invitation, The afpe&@ of Laufanne is
peaceful and placid; and you have no hopes of a
revolution driving me out of this country. We
hear nothing of the proceedings of the commif-
fion*'. except by playing at cards every evening
with Monficur Fifcher, who often fpeaks of Lord
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Sheffield with efteem and refpect. There is no ap-
pearance of Roffet and La Motte being brought
to a fpeedy trial, and they fill remain in the caftle
of Chillon, which (according to the geography of
the National Affembly ) is wafhed by the fea. Our
winter begins with great {everity ; and we fhall not
probably have many balls, which, as you may
imagine, I lament much. Angletine does not con-
fider two French words as a letter. Montrond
fighs and blufhes whenever Louif2’s name is men-
tioned: Philippine wifhes to converfe with her on
men and manners. The French ladies are fettled
in town for the winter, and they form, with Mrs,
Trevor, a very agreeable addition to our fociety,
It is now enlivened by a vifit of the Chevalier de
Boufflers, one of the moft accomplithed men in
the ci- devant kingdom of France.

As Mrs. Wood’*, who has mifcarried, is about
to leave us, I mult either cure or die; and, upon
the whole, I believe the former will be moft ex-
pedient. You will fee her in London, with dear
Corea, next winter. My rival magnificently pre-
fents me with a hoglhead of Madeira; fo that in
honor I could not fupplant him: yet I do affure
you, from my heart, that another departure is
much more painful to me. The apartment below **
is fhut up, and I know not when I fhall again wifit
it with pleafure. Adieu. Believe me, one and all,
molt affetionately yours.
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Epwarp GieroN Efy. to the Right Hon,
Lord SHEFF1ELD.
LausaNNE, December 28, 1791

A L AS! alas! the demon of procraftination has
again poffefled me. Three mounths have neaily
rolled away fince your departure; and feven let.
ters, five from the moft valuable Maria, and two
from yourfelf, have extorted from me only a fingle
epiftle, which perhaps would never have been writ-
ten, had I not ufed the permiflion of employing
my own tongue and the hand of a fecretary. Shall
I tell you, that, for thefe laft fix weeks, the eves
of every day has witneffed a firm refolution, and
the day itfelf has furnifhed fome ingenious delay ?
This morning, for inftance, I determined to invade
you as foon as the breakfalt things fhould be re-
moved ; but 1 had fomething to read, to write, to
meditate, and there was time enough before me.
Hour after hour has ftolen away, and I finally begin
my letter at two o'clock, evidently too late for
the polt, as I muft drefs, dine, goabroad, &c. A
foundation, however, /hall be laid, which will
ftare me in the face ; and next Saturday I fhail pro-
bably be roufed by the awful refle&tion that it is
the lalt day in the year.

After realizing this fummer an event which I
had long confidered as a dream of fancy, 1 know
not whether 1 thould rejoice or grieve at your vifit
to Laufanne. While I poffeffed the family, the fen-
timent of pleafure highly predominated ; whem,

juflt as we had fubfided in a regular, ealy, comfoxt
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able plan of life, the lalt trump founded, and,
without fpeaking of the pang of feparation, you
lefc me to oue of the molt gloomy, {olitary months
of October which | have ever paffed. For yourfelf
and daughters, however, you have contrived to
fratch fome of the moft interefting {cenes of this
world.  Paris, at fuch amoment, Switzerland , and
the Rhine, Strafburgh, Coblentz. have fuggelted a
train of lively images and ufcful ideas, which will
not be fpeedily erafed. The mind of the young
damfel . more efpecially , will be enlarged and en-
lightened in every fenfe. 1o four months fhe has
lived many years; and (he will much deceive and
difpleafe me, of fhe does not review and merhodize
ber journal, io fuch a maoner as fhe is capable of
peiforming, for the amufement of her pariicular
friends. Another benefit which will redound from
yous recent view is, that every place, perfon, and
obj-ct, about Laufanne, are now become familiar
and interclting to you. In our future correfpond-
ence {do I dare pronounce the word correfpond-
ence?) I can talk to you as freely of every circum-
ftance as if it were actually before youreyes. And
fii(t, of my own improvements. — All thofe vene-
rable piles of ancient verdare which you edmired
have been eradicated in one fatal day. Your faith-
ful fubltitutes, William de Severy and Levade, have
never ceafed to perfecute me, till I figned their
death warrant.  Their place is now fupplied by a
number of pi¢turefque naked poles, the folter-fathers
of as many twigs of Platanuffes, which may afford
a giateful but diftant Mhade to the founder, or to
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bis feris Nepotibus. In the mean while I muft con.

fefs that the terrace appears broader , and that I
difcover 2 much larger quantity of fnow than I

fhould otherwile do. 1 he workmen admire yo
ingenious plan for cutting out a new bedchamber
.Ad book - room; but, on mature COI}[HJ..T':[:!G['I, we
all unanimoufly prefer the old dcheme of adding a
third room on the terrace beyond the hbrary, with
two {pacious windows, and a fire- place between,
It will be larger (28 fect by #1), and pleafanter and
warmer: the difference of expenfe will be much lefs
confiderable than I "—wincd- the door of com-
munication with the -sbh.xy will be artfully buried
in the wainfcot; and, unlels it be opened by my
own choice, m“y always remain a profound f*"feu.
Such is the defign; bm, as it will not be execnted
before next fummex , youhave time and }iberty to
ftate your objections. 1 am much colder about the
ﬁﬂrcafc but 1t may be ﬁ..xﬂm! abcorf*n* to your

fuade me, Amlnotav ry uch man ? Wh
alterations, are completed, few authors of
lumes in quarto will be more agreeably lodg
myfelf. Laufanne is now full and lively; all ou

native families are returned from the coun cry, avd
praired be the Lord! we are infelied with few for-
eigners , either French or Englith. Even our den.o-
crats are more reafonable or more difcreet; it 1s
2:re“d, to wave the fubje& of politics, and all [cem
happy and cordial. Iha»e a grand dinner this week
a fupper of thirty or fD]t:;-‘ people on Twelfth-
day, &c.; fome concerts have taken place, fome

-
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halls are talked of; and even Maria would allow
( yet it 1s ungenerous to fay even [Vlaria) that the
winter fcene at Lanfanne is tolerably gay and active.
I fay nothing of the Severys, as Angletine has epif-
tolized Maria laft polt. She has probably hinted
that her brother meditates a (hort excurfion to
Turin: that worthy fellow Trevor has given him
a prefling invitation to his own houfe. In the begin-
ning of February 1 propofe going to Geneva for
three or four weeks. Tlhall lodge and eat with the
Neckers; my mornings will be . my own, and I
ihall fpend my evenings in the fociety of the place,
where I have many acquaintance, This fhort ab-
fence will agitate my f{tagoant life, and reltore me
with frefh appetite to my houfe, my library, and
my friends. Before that time (the end of February}
.what events may happen, or be ready to happen!
“The National Alfembly (compared to which the
former was a fenate of heroes and demi-gods)
feem refolved to attack Germany avec quatre mil-
lions de bayonettes libres; the army of the princes
muft foon either fight, or ftarve ; or conquer. Wil
Sweden draw his fword ? will Ruffia draw her
purfe? an empty purfe! Allis darkoels and anar-
chy : neither party is firong enough to oppofe a:
fetrlement; and I cannot fee a poffibility of an amic-
able arrangement, where there are no heads (in any
fenfe of cthe word) wha can anfwer for the multitude.
Send me your ideas, and thofe of Lord Guildford,
Lord Loughborough, Fox, &c.

Before I conclude, a word of my vexatious
affairs. — Shall I never fail on the fmooth fireany
of
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of good fecurity and half- yearly interéft ? will
every body refufe my money ? 1 had already wric:
ten to Darrel and Gofling to obey your commands,
and was in hopes that you had already made large
and falutary evacuations. During your abfence I
never expected miuch effect from the cold indiffers
ence of agents; but you are now in England —
you will be fpeedily in London: fec all your fee
ting -dogs to beat the field, hunt, inquire, why
fhould you not advertife ? Yet I am almoft athamed
to complain of fome ftagnation of intereft, when
I am witnefs to the natural and acquired philofophy
of {fo many French who ate reduced from riches;
not to indigence, but to abfolute want and beg-
gary. A Count Argout has jult left us, who pof-
feffed ten thoufand a year in the ifland of St. Do.
mingo ; he is uttetly burnt and ruined ; and a bio-
ther, whom he tenderly loved, has been murdered
by the negroes. Thele are real misfortunes. ¥
bave much revolved the plan of the Memoirs I
once mentioned; and ; as you do not think it ridi-
culous, I believe 1 fhall make an attempt: if I can
pleale myfelf, I am confident of not difpleafing 3
buc let this be a profound fecret between us: peos
ple mult not be prepared to laugh; they muft be
taken by furprife. Have you looked over your
or rather my, letters? Surely, in the courfe of the
year, you may find a fafe and cheap occafion of
fending me a parcel; they may affift me. Adieu.
I embrace miy Lady: fend me a favorable account
of her health.  1kifs the Marmaille. By 4n amaz-
ing pufh of remorfe and diligence I have fipifhed
VoL L S




LETTERS FROM MR. GIBBON

my letter (three pages and a half) this fame day
Gince dinner; but I have not time toread it. Ever
yours.
Half palt Six.
To the Same.
LausaNNE , Deceriber 31, 1991

T
To-mortow a new year, multos €5 felices !

E NOW moft fincerely repent of my late repent-
ance, and do almoft fwear never to renounce
the amiable and ufeful pradice of procraftination.
Had I delayed, as I was firongly tempted, another
poft, your miffive of the 13th, which did not reach
me till this morning (three mails were due), would
have artived in time, and I might have avoided
this fecond Herculean Iabor. It will be, however,
no more than an infant Hercules. ‘The topics of
converfation have been fully difcuffed , and I [hall
now confine myfelf to the needful of the new bu.
" finels. Felix fauflumgue fir! may no untoward ac-
cident difarrange your Yorkfhire mortgage; the
conclufion of which will place me in a clear and
eafy ftate, fach as I have never known fince the
firft hour of property. * * * *

The three per cents are fo bigh, and the country
isin fuch a damned ftate of profperity under that
fellow Pitt, that it goes againft me to purchafe at
fuch low intereft. In my vifit to England nextauntumn,
orin the fpring following, (alas! you mu/l acquielce
in the alternative,) 1 hope to be armed with fufficient
materials to draw a fum, which may be employed
as talte or fancy (hall dictate, in the improvememof

PENEEE T —
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iy library, a fervice of plate; &c. I am not very
fanguine, but furely this is no uncomfortable profpect.
This pecuniary detail , which has notindeed been {o
unpleafant as it ufed formerly to be, has carried me
farther than 1 expedted. Let us now drink and be
merry. tatter myfelf chat your Vadeira, improved
by 1ts travels, will fec forwards for Melirs. Romberg,
at Oftend, early in the fpring; and 1 fhould be very
well plealed if you could add a hoglhead of excellent
Claret, for which we {hould be entitled to the draw-
back: they mult haltat Bafle, and fend notice to me
for a lafeconduct. Have you had any intelligence
from [ ord Auckland about the wine which he was
to order from Bourdeaux, by Marfeilles and the
Rhoue ? The one need not impede the other 3 I
wilh ro have alarge ftock. Corea has promifed me a
hogfhead of his native Madeira, for which | am to
give him an order on Cadell foracopy of the Decline
and Fall: he vanifhed without notice, and is now
at Paris. Could you not fifh out his direcdtion by
Mrs. Wood, who by this time s in England ? [
rejoice in Lally’s profpenty. Have you reconfid-red
my propofal of a declaration of confticutional prin-
ciples from the heads of the party ? I think a focl (h
addrefs from a body of W higs to the Nationai A fema
bly renders it ftill more incumbent on you. Achieve
my worldly concerns, & eris mihii magnus dpolio,
Adien. Ever yours.

S 2
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-

To the Same.

Lausanxg, April 4th, 1792,

™
,_E* oR fear you fhould abufe me, as ufual, I will
begin the attack, and fcold at you, for not having
yet fent me the long-expedted mntelligence of the com-
pletion of my mortgage. Y ou had pofitively affured
me that the fecond of February would terminate my
wordly cares, by a confummation fo devoutly to
be wifhed. The news, therefore , might reach me
about the eighteenth; and I argued with the gentle
logic of lazinefs, that it was perfe@ly idle to anfwer
your letter, till I could chaunt a thank{giving fong
of gratitude and praife. As every polt difappointed
my hopes, the fame argument was repeatcd for the
next; and twenty empty-handed poftilions bhave
blown their infignificant horns, till 1 am provoked
a laft to write by fheer impatience and vexation,
F.icit indignatio verfum. Cofpeito di Baccho ; forl muft
eafe mylelf by {wearing a lictle. What is the caufe,
the meaning, the pretence, of this delay? Are the
Yorkfhire mortgagers inconftant in their wifhes?
Are the London lawyers conflant in their procrafti.
nation? Is a letter on the road, to inform me that
all is concluded, or to tell me that all is broken to
jeces? Had the money been placed in the three
per cents laft May ; befides the annual intereft , it
would have gained by the rife of {tock nearly twenty
per cent, Your Lordfbip is a wife man, a fuccefsful
writer, and an ufeful fenator; you underftand
America and Ireland, corn and flaves, but your
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prejudice againft the funds *’, in which I am often
tempted to join, makes you a little blind to their
increaling value in the hands of our virtuous and
excellent minifter. But our regretis vain; one pull
more and we reach the thore ; and our future correfs
pondence will be no longer tainted with bufinefs.
Shall I then be more diligent and regular? I hope
and believe fo; for now that I have got over this
article of wordly interelt, my letter feems to be
almoft finifhed. A4 propos of letters, am I not a fad
dog to forget my Lady and Maria ? Alas! the dual
number has been prejudicial to both. How happy
could I be with either, were t'other dear charmer
away. 1 am like the als of famous memory ; 1cannot
tell which way to turn firlt, and there I ftand mute
and immoveable. The Baronial and maternal dignity
of my Lady, fupported by twenty years friendlhip,
may claim the preference. But the five incomparable
letters of Maria! — Next week, however, — Am
I notafhamed to talk of next week ?

I have moft fuccefsfully, and molt agreeably, exe-
cuted my plan of {pending the month of Varch at
Geneva, in the Necker-houfe,, and every circum-
ftance that I had arrm’*ed turned out beyond my
expecntlon the freedom of the morning, the [ociety
of the table and !mw ing-room , from half an hour
palt two tlf fix or i‘"'*“n ; an evening affembly and
card party, in a round of the beft company, and,
cxcep:mg one day in the week , a private fupper of
free and friendly cr)nvezibtmn, You would like
Geneva better than Laufanne ; there is much more
information to be got among the men ; but though

S 3
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1 found fome agreeable women , their manners and
ftyle of life are, upou the whole, lefs eafy and pleas
fant thanoarown. I wasmuch pleafed with Necker’s
brother Vir. De Germany, a good bumored, polite,
fenfible man, without the genius and fame of the
ftatefman , but much more adapted for private and
ordinary happinefs. Madame de Stael is expected in
alew weeksat Copet, where they receive her, and
where, *to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey,” (he will
have leilure to regret ““ the pleafing anxious being,”
which fhe enjoyed amidft the {torms of Paris. But
what can the poor creature do ? her hufband is in
Sweden, her tover is no longer fecretary at war,
and her father’s houfe is the only place where fhe can
refide with the lealt degree of prudence and decency.
Of that father [ bavereally a much higher idea than
I ever had before; in our domeftic intimacy he caft
away his gloom and referve; 1faw a great deal of
his mind , and all that L {aw is fairand worthy. He
was overwhelmed by the hurricane , he miftook his
way 1in the fog, but i fuch a perilous fitnation, I
much doubt whether any mortal could have feen or
ftood. In the meanwhile, he is abufed by all parties,
and none of the French in Geneva will fet their foot
in his houfe. He remembers Lord Sheffield with
eftcem ; his bealth is good, and he would be tranquil
in his private life, were not his fpirits continually
wounded by the arrival of every letter and every
newipaper. His fympathy is deeply interefted by the
fatal confequences of a revolution , in which be had
acted fo leading a part; and he feels as a friend for
the danger of M, de Leffart, who may be guilty in
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the eyes of the Jacobins, oreven of hisjudges, by
thofe very actions and difpatches which would be
moft approved by all the lovers of his country. What
2 momentous event is the Emperor’s death! In the
forms of a new reign , and of the Imperial election,
the democrats have at leaft gained time,, if they knew
how to ufeit. But the new monarch, though of a
weak complexion, is of a martial temper; heloves
the foldiers , and is beloved by them ; and the How
fluctuating politics of his uncle may be fucceeded by
a direc line of march to the gates of Strafburgh and
Paris. It is the opinion of the malter movers in France,
(1 know it moft certainly, ) that their troops will not
fight, that the people have loft all fenfe of patriotifm,
and that on the firlt difcharge of aa Aufltrian cannon
the game is up. But what occafion for Auftrians or
Spaniards ? the French are themfelves their greateft
enemies ; four thoufand Marfeillois are marched
agaiolt Arles and Avignon, the froupes de ligne are
divided between the two parties, and the flame of
civil war will foon extend over the fouthern pro-
vinces. You have heard of the unworthy treatment
of the Swifs regimentof Erneft. The canton of Berne
has bravely recalled them, with a ftoutletter to the
King of France, which muft be inferted in all the
papers. I now come to the moft unpleafant article,
our home politics. Boflet and La Motte are con-
demned to five-and-twenty years imprifonment 1n
the fortrefs of Arbourg. We have not yet received
their official fentence, nor is it believed that the
proofs and proceedings againft them will be publifh-
ed; an awkward circumftance, which it does not
S 4
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feem eafly to jultify. Some (though none of note)
are taken up, feveral are fled, many more are fuf-

ected and fufpicious. All are filent, but it is the
filence of fear and difcontent; and the feeret hatred
which rankled againft government begins to point
againft the few who are known to be well affccied.
I never knew any place fo much changed as Lau-
fanve , even fince laft year; and though you will
not be much obliged to me for the motive, 1 begin
very ferioufly to think ef vifiting Sheffield-Place by
the month of September next. Yet here again I am
frightened, by the dangers of a French, and the
difficulties of a German, route. You muft fend me
au account of the paffage from Dieppe to Brighton,
with anitinerary ofth'e Rhine,diftances, expenfes, &c,
As ufual, L juft fave the poft, nor have [ time to
read my letter, which, after walting the morning
in deliberation, has been ftruck off in a heat fince
dinner. No news of the Vladeira.. Your views of
S. P. are juft received ; they are admired, and {hall
be framed. Severy has fpent the carnival at Turin,
*I'revor is only the beft man in the world.

o the Same.
LAusaNNE, May joth, 1792,

A PTER thereceipt of your penultimate, eight days
ago, I expected, with much impatience, the arrival
of your next-promifed epiflle. 1t arrived this morn.
ing , but has not completely anlwered my expeca-
tians. § wanted, and I hoped far a full and fair pics

s ea
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ture of the prefent and prnbable alpedt of your

political world, with which, at this diltance, I
feem every day lefs fausfied. In the {lave quellion
you trinmphed Jalt feflion, in this you ha\'e been

defeated. What is the caufle of this alteration ? If it
proceeded only from an impulfe of humanity, 1

cannot be difpleafed , even with an error; fiuce it 1s
very likely that my own vote ( had i poffeffed oune)
would have been added to the majority. But in this
rage againft flavery, in the numerous petitions again(t
the flave trade, was there no leaven of new demo-
cratical prmrm.u" no wild ideas of the rights and
natural equality of man ? lt is thefe, I fear. Some
articles in new{papers, fome pamphlets of the year,
the Jockey Club, have fallen into my hands. I do
not infer much from fuch publications; yet I have
never known them of fo black and malignant a caft.
I fhuddered at Grey’s motion ; difliked the half-
fupportof Fox , admired the firmnefs of Pitt’s decla-
ration, and excufed the ufual intemperance of Burke.
Surcly fuch men as #**%‘ %%%%%fﬁﬂm,#%*%k*‘-nﬂ,havc
talents for mifchief. I fee a club of reform which
contains fome refpectable names. Inform me of the
profeflions, the principles, the plans, the refources,
of thefe reformers. Will they heat the minds of the
people ? Does the French democracy gain no
ground ? Will the bulk of your party ftand firm to
their own intereft, and that of their country ? Will
you not take fome adive meafures to declare your
found opinions, and feparate yourfelves from your
yotten members? If you allow them to perplex

government, if you trific with this folemn bufinefs,
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if you do not refift the Ipirit of innovation in the firft
atrempt , if you admit the fmallelt and moft fpecious
change in our parhamentary fyfltem, you are loft.
You will be driven from one ftep to another; from
principles juflt in theory, to canfequences molt per-
nicious in practice; and your firlt concellions will
be produ&ive of every fubfequent mifchief, for
which yon will be anfwerable to your country and to |

pofterity. Do notfuffer yourfelves to be lulled tato a ‘-
falfe fecurity ; remember the proud fabric of the !
French monarchy. Not four years ago 1t flood E

founded, as it might feem, on the rock of time, '
force, and opinion, fupported by the triple ariftos |
cracy of the church, the nobility, and the parliaments. f
They are crumbled imto dult; they are vanifhed f
from the earth. If this tremendous warning has no
effet on the men of property in England; if it does ?
not open every eye , and raife every arm, you will |
deferve yourfate. If I am too precipitate, enlighten ;
if I am too defponding, encourage me.

My pen has run into this argument; for, asmuch
a foreigner as you think me, on this momentous
fubject, I feel myfelf an Englifiman.

The pleafure of refiding at Sheffield-Place is, after
all, the firft and the ultimate objeét of my vifit to
my native country. But when or how will that
wifit be effected? Clouds and whirlwinds, Aufltrian
Croats and Gallic. cannibals, feem on every fide to
impede my pallage. Youfeem toapprebend the perils
or difficulties of the German road, and French peace
is more fanguinary than civilized war. I muft pa:s
shrough, perhaps, a thoufand republics or munics

-
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palities, which neither obey nor are obeyed. The
firictnefs of paffports, and the popular ferment, are
much increafcd fince laft fummer: ariftocrate is in
every mouth, lanterns hang in every fireet, and a
halty word, or a calual refemblance, may be fatal.
Yet, on the ather hand, it 1s probable that many
Eoglith, men, women, and children, will traverfe
the country without any accident before next Sep-
tember; and [ am fenfible that many things appear
more formidable at a diftance than on a nearer
approach. Without any abfolute determination,
we mull {ee what the events of the next three or four
months will produce. In the mean while, I fhall
expe@ with impatience your next letter: let it be
fpeedy ; my anfwer f(hall be prompt.

Y ou will be glad, or forry, to learn that my gloomy
apprehenﬁons are much abated , and that my depar-
ture , whenever it takes place, will be an a& of
choice, rather than of neceffity. I do not pretend
to affirm, that fecret difcontent, dark fufpicion,
private animofity , are very materially affuaged ; but
wehave not experienced, nor do we now apprehend,
any dangerous acts of violence, which may compel
me to feek a refugeamong the friendly Bears *', and
to abandon my library to the mercy ofthe democrats.
T he firmuefs and vigor of government have crufhed,
atleaft for a time, the fpirit ofinnovation ; and I do
not believe that the body of the people, elpecially
the peafants, are difpofed for a revolution. From
France, praifed bethe demon of anarchy ! the infur-
gents of the Pays de Vaud could not at prefent have
sauch to hope; and (hould the gardes nationales , of
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swhich there is little appearance, attempt an incur-
fion, the country is armed and ptepared , and they
would be refilted with equal numbers and fuperior
difcipline. The Gallic wolves that prowled round
Genevaare drawn away, fome to the fouth and fome
to the north, and the late events in Flanders feem
to have diffufed a general contempt, as well as ab-
horrence, for the lawlefs favages, who fly before
the enemy, hang their prifoners, and murder their
officers. The brave and patient regiment of Erneftis
expected home every day, and as Berne will take
them into prefent pay, that veteran and regular corps
will add to the fecurity of our frontier.

I rejoice that we have {o little to fay on the fubje®
of worldly affairs. ¥ ¥ x x This fummer we are
threatened with an inundation, befides many name-
lIefs Englith and Irifh; but I am anxious for the
Duchefs of Devonfhire and the Lady Elizabeth
Fofter, who are on their march. Lord Malmibury,
the audacieux Harris, will inform you that he has
feen me : Aim [ would have confented to keep.

One word more before we part; call upon Mr. John
Nicholls, bookfeller and printer, at Cicero’s Head ,
Red- Lion- Paffage , Fleet-Street, and alk him
whether he did not, about the beginning of March,
receive avery polite letter from Mr. Gibbon of Lau-
fanne ? To which, either as a man of bulinefs or a
civil gentleman, he fhould bave returned an anfwer.
My application related to a domeftic article in the
Gentleman’s Magazine of Auguft 17883, ( p- 698,)
which had lately fallen into my hands, and concern-
ing which Irequefted fome farther lights. Mrs. Mofs

LD
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delivered the letters °* into my hands, butldoubt
whether they will be of much fervice to me; the
work appears far more difficult in the execution than
in the idea, and as I am now taking my leave for
fometime of the library, I (hall not make much pro-
grefs in the memoirs of P. P. till l am on Engllh
ground. But is it indeed true, that I {hall eat any
Suffex pheafants this autumn? The event 1s 1n the
book of Fate, and I cannot unrol the leaves of Sep-
tember and O&ober. Should I reach Shefficld-Place,
I hope to find the whole family in a perfect ftate of
exiftence, excepta certain [Vlaria Holroyd, my fair
and generous correfpondent, whofe annihilation on
proper terms I moft fervently defire. I muft receive
a copious anfwer before the end of next month, June,
and again call upon you for a map of your pelitical
world. The chancellor roars; does he break his
chain 2 Vale.

To the Same.
LAUusiANNE, Avguft 23d, 1792,

wg“v};JHEN I inform you, that the defign of my
Englifh expedition 1s at laft poftponed till another
year, you will not be much furprifed. The public
obftacles, the danger of one road, and the diffi-
culties of another, would alone be fufficient to
arreft fo unwieldy and ina&tive a being ; and thele
obflacles, on the fide of France, are growing cvery
day more infuperable. On the other hand, the
terrors which might have driven me from hence
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have , in a great meafure, fubfided; our ftate-pii.
foners are forgotten: the country begins to recovet
its old good humor and uofufpecting confidence ,
and the laft revolution of Paris appears to have
convinced almoft every body of the fatal confe.
quences of democratical principles, which lead b

a path of flowers into the abyfs of hell. 1 may
therefore wait with patience and tranquillity till
the Duke of Brunfwick fhall have opened the
French road. But if I am not driven from Lau.
fanne, you will alk, I hope with fome indignation,
whether I am not drawn to Fogland , and more
elpecially to Sheffield-Place ? The defire of embra-
cing you and yours is now the ftrongeft, and muft
graduvally become the fole, inducement that can
force me from my library and garden, over feas
and mountains. The Englifh world will ferget and
be forgotten, and every year will deprive me of
fome acquaintance, who by courtefy are fiyled
fricnds: Lord Guildford and Sir Jofbua Reynolds!
two of the men, and two of the houfes in London,
on whom I the moft relied for the comforts of
fociety.

September 12th, 1404

Thus far had T written in the full confidence
of finilhing and fending my Ietter the next poft:
but fix poft days have unaccountably flipped away,
and were you not accuftomed to my filence, yon
would almoft begin to think me on the road.
How dreadfully , fince my laft date, has the French
road been polluted with blood! and what horrid

T TR
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fcenes may be ading at this moment, and may
{till be aggravated, till the Duke of Bruofwick is
malter of Paris! On every rational principle of
calculation he muft fucceed; yet fomerimes, when
my {pirits are low, I dread the biind efforts of
mad  and de fperate mulutudes fighting on theic
own ground. A few days or weeks mult decide
the military operations of this year, and perbaps
for ever; but on the faireft fuppofition, I canrot
look forwards to any firm fettlement, either of a
legal or an abfolute government. I cannot pretend
to give you any Paris news. Should L inform you,
as we believe, that Lally is fiill among the cannibals,
you wou'd poffibly anfwer, that he is now [itting
in the léba'ﬂrv at Sheflield. Viadame de Stacl, after
miraculoufly efcaping through pikes and poniards,
has reached the caltle of Copet , where 1 fhall fee
her before the end of the week. If any thing can
provoke the King of Sardinia and the Swils,

mult be the foul deftru@ion of Ais coufin Madame
de Lamballe, and of tkeir regiment of guards. An
extraordinary coa;ucil is fummoned at Berne, bus
refeniment may be checked by prudence. In fpite of
Maria’s laughter, I applaud your moderation, and
figh for a hearty union of all the fenfe and pro-
perty of the country. The times require it; but
your laft political letter was a cordial to my fpirits.
The Duchefs of D. rather diflikes a coalition:
amiable creature! The Eliza (we call her Bels } is
furious againtt you for not wut]ngj We fhall lofe
them in a few days; but the motions of Befs and
the Duchefs for ltaly or England, are doubtful
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Ladies Spencer and Duncannon certainly pafs the
Alps. 1live with them. Adieu. Since I do not
appear in perfon, I feel the abfolute propriety of
writing to my Lady and Maria; but there is far
from the knowledge to the performance of a duty.
Hyver yours

do the Same,

LausaNNE, Oliober sth,y 1992,

LAS our Englilh newfpapers muft hav .
you of the mvafion of Savoy by the B rench, a
as it 15 pollfible that you may have fome triﬂnn,
apprehenfions of my being killed and eaten by thofe
cannibals , it has appea rn_’.d to me that a fhort ex=
traordinary difpatch might not be unacceptable on
this occafion. It is indeed true, that about ten
days ago the French army of the South, undet
the command of M. de Montefquien, (if any
French army can be faid to be under any command,)
has entered Savoy, and poffeffed themfelves of
Chamberry, Montmelian, and feveral other places.
It has always beecn the practice of the King of
Sardinia to abandon his tranfalpine dominions;
but on this occafion the court of Turin appears
to have been furprifed by the firange excentris
motions of a democracy,; which always acts from
the paflion of the moment; and their inferior troops
have retreated , with fome lofs and difgrace, into
the paffes of the Alps. Mount Cenis is now im-
pervious, and our Englifh travellers who are bound
for lealy , the Duchefs of Devonlhire, Ancafter, &e.
will

zd
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will be forced to explore a long. circuitous road
through the Tirol. But the Chablais is yet intact,
nor can our telefcopes dilcover the tricolor ban-
ners on the other fide of the lake. Qur accounts
of the Freach numbers feem to vary from fifteen
to thirty thoufand men ; the regulars are few,
but.they are followed by a rabble rout, which
mult foon, however, melt away, as they will
find no plunder, and fcanty fubfiftence, in the
poverty and barrennefs of Savoy. N. B. | have
juft feen a letter from Mr., de I\Iontcf]u:{.u who
boalts that at his firft entrance into Savoy he had
only twelve battalions. Our intelligence is far
from corred.

The magiltrates of Geneva were alarmed by this
dangerous neighbourhood , and more elpecially by
the well-known animofity of an exited citizen,
Claviere, who i1s one of the fix minifters of the
French republic. It was carried by a fmall majo-
rity in the General Council, to call in the fuccour
of three thoufand Swifs, which is ftipulated by
ancient treaty. The [rongeft reafon or pretence
of the minority, was founded on the danger of
provoking the French, and they feem to have
been juftified by the event; fince the complaint
of the French refident amounts to a declaration
of war. The fortifications of Geneva are not con-
temptible, elpecially on the fide of Savoy; and
it is much doubted whether Mr. de Montefquieu
is prepared for a regular fiege; but the malecon
tents are numerous withio the walls, and [ qu"&xc 1
whether the fpirit of ;the citizens will hold ont

Vor. L T
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againft a bombardment. In the mean while the
diet has declared that the firlt cannon fired againft
Geneva will be confidered as an a@ of hofiility
againft the whole Helvetic body. Berne, as the
nearelt and moft powerful canton, has taken the
lead with great vigor and vigilance ; the road is
filled with the perpetual fucceffion of troops and
artillery ; and, if fome difaffe®ion lurks in the
towns, the peafants, efpecially the Germans, are
inflamed with a firong defire of encountering the
murderers of their countrymen. Mr. de Watteville,
with whom you dined at my houfe laft year,
vefuled to accept the command of the Swifs fuc-
cour of Geneva, till it was made his firft inftruc-
tion that he fhiould never, in any cale, furrender
himfelf prifoner of war.

In this fituation, you may fuppofe that we have
fome fears. I have great dependence, however,
on the many chances in our favor, the valor of
the Swils, the return of the Piedmontefe with
their Aufltrian allies, eight or ten thoufand men
from the Milanele, a diverfion from Spain, the
great events (how flowly they proceed) on the fide
of Paris, the inconftancy and want of difcipline
of the French, and the near approach of the win.
ter fealon. I am not nervous, but I will not be rafh.
It will be painful to abandon my houfe and library ;
but, if the danger fhould approach, I will retreat
before it, firlt to Berne, and gradually to the
North. Should I even be forced to take refuge in
Lpgland (a violent meafure fo late in the year),
you would perhaps receive me as kindly as you
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do the French priefts—a noble a& of hofpitality !
Could I have forefeen this ftorm, I would have
been there fix weeks ago; but who can forefee
the wild meafures of the favages of Gaul? We
thought ourfelves perfectly out of the hurricane
latitudes. Adieu. Iam going to bed, and muft
rife early to vifit the Neckers at Rolle, whither
they have retired, from the frontier fituation of
Copet. Severy is on horleback, with his dra-
eoons: his poor father is dangeroufly ill. It will
be fhocking if it fhould be found neceffary to're-
move him. While we are in this very awkward
crifis, I will write at lealt every week. Ever yours,
Werite inftantly, and remember all my commiflions.

Zo the Same,

I wiLL keep my promife of fending you a weekly
journal of our troubles, that, when the piping
times of peace are reftored, [ may f{leep in long and
irreproachable filence : but 1 fhall ufe a fmaller
paper, as our military exploits will feldom be
{ufficient to fill the ample fize of our Englith quarto.

Ocober 13, 1792,

Since my laft of the 6th, our attack is not more
eminent, and our defence is moft affuredly {tronger,
two very important circumitances, at a time when
every day is leading us, though not fo faft as our
impatience could wifh, towards the unwarlike
month of November; and we obferve with plea~

fure that the troops of Mr. de Montefquieu, which
5 B




976 LETTERS FROM MR. GIBBON

are chiefly from the Southern Provinces, will not
cheerfully entertain the rigor of an Aapme winter.
The 7th inftant, Mr. de Chateauneuf, the French
refident, took hlb leave with a haughty mandate,
commanding the Genevois, as they valued their
fafety and the friendfhip of the republic, to difmifs
their Swifs allies, and to pumfh the m1g|ﬁrates
who had tralterouﬂy propofed the calling in thefe
foreign troops. It is precifely the fable of the
wolves , who offered to make peace with the
fheep, provided they would fend away their dogs.
You know what became of the fheep. This de-
mand appears to have kindled a juft and general
indignation, finge it announced an edié of pro-
icnpmm ; and muft lead to a democratical revo-
luston, which would probably renew the horrid
fcenes of Paris and Avigon. A general affembly
of the citizens was convened, the meflage was
read, fpeeches were made, oaths were taken, and
it was refolved (with only three diffentient voices)
to live and die in the defence of their country,
The Genevois mufter above three thoufand well.
armed citizens ; and the Swils, who may eafily
be increafed (in a few hours) to an equal number,
add fpirit to the timorous, and confidence to the
well-affected : their arfenals are filled with arms,
their magazines with ammunition, and their gra-
paries with corn. But their fortifications are ex-
tenfive and mmperfect, they are commanded from
two adjacent hills; a French faction lurks in the
city, the charadter of the Genevois is rather com.
mercial than oulitary, and their behaviour, lofty
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promife, and bafe furrender, in the year 1782, is
frefh in our memories. In the mean while, 4900
French at the moft are arrived in the neighbour-
ing camp, nor is there yet any appearance of
mortars or heavy artillery. - Perhaps a haughty
menace may be repelled by a firm countenance.
If it were worth while talking of jultice, what a
{hameful attack of a feeble, unoffending ftate! On
the news of their danger, all Switzerland, from
Schaffboufe to the Pays de Vaud, has rifen in arms;
and a French refident, who has paffed through
the country , in his way from Ratifbon, declares
his intention of informing and admonifhing the
National Convention. About eleven thoufand
Bernois are already pofted in the neighbourhood
of Copet and Nyon; and new reinforcements of
men, artillery, &c. arrive every day. Another army
is drawn together to oppofe Mr. de Ferrieres, on
the fide of Bienne and the bifhopric of Bafle; and
the Auftrians in Swabia would be eafily perfuaded
to crofs the Rhine in our defence. But we are
yet ignorant whether our {overeigns mean to wage
an offenfive or defenfive war. 1f thelatter, which is
more likely, will the French begin theattack ? Should
Genoa yield to fear or force, this country 1s open
to an invafion; and though our men are brave,
we want generals; and I defpife the French much
lefs than I did two months ago. It fhould feem
that our hopes from the King of Sardinia and the
Auftrians of Milan are faint and diftant; Spain
fleeps ; and the Duke of Brunfwick (amazement!)
feems to have failed in his great project. Kor my
T 3
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part, till Geneva falls, I do not think of a retreat:
but, at all events, I am provided with two firong
borfes, and a hundred Louis in gold. Zurich
would be probably my winter quarters, and the
fociety of the Neckers would make any place
agreeable. Their fituation is worfe than mine: I
have no daughter ready to lie in; nor do I fear
the French ariftocrats on the road. Adieun. Keep
my lerters; excufe contradidtions and repetitions.
‘The Duchefs of Devonfhire leaves us next week.
Lady Elizabeth abhors you. Ever yours.

o the Same.

Ocdober 20, 1793,

Smcn my lalt , our affairs take a more pacific
turn ; but 1 will not venture to affirm that our
peace will be either fafe or honorable. Mr. de
Montefquieu and three commiffioners of the con-
vention , who are at Carrouge , have had frequent
conferences with the magiftrates of Geneva;
feveral expreffes have been difpatched to and from
Paris, and every ftep of the negotiation is com-
municated to the deputies of Berne and Zurich.
The French troops obferve a very tolerable de-
gree of order and difcipline ; and no a& of hoftility
has yet been committed on the territory of Geneva.

October 27.
My ufual tempes very readily admitted the ex.
cufe, thatit would be better to wait another week,
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¢ill the final fettlement of our affairs, The treaty
is figned between France and Geneva; and the
ratification of the Convention is looked upon as
affured, if any thing can be aflured in that wild
democracy. On condition that the Swils garrifony
with thie approbation of Berne and Zurich, be
recalled before the firft of December, it is ftipu-
lated that the independence of Geneva fhall be
preferved inviolate ; that Mr. de Montefquicu fhall
immediately fend away his heavy artillery, and that
no Freiich troops fhall approach within ten leagues
of the city. As the Swifs have acted only as auxi-
liaries, they have no occafion for a direct treaty;
but they cannot prudently difarm, till they are
fatisfied of the pacific intentions of France; and
no fuch fatisfation can be given till they have

“acknowledged the new republic, which they will

probably do in a few days, with a deep groan of
indignation and forrow ; it has been cemented with
the blood of their countrymen! But when the
Emperor, the King of Pruffia, the firt geoneral,
and the firlk army in Europe have failed, lels pow-
erful ftates may acquiefce, without difhonor, In
the determination of fortune. Do you underftand
this moft unexpected failure? 1 will allow an am-
ple fhare to the badnefs of the roads and the
weather, to famine and difeafe, to the kill of
Dumourier, a heaven-born general! and to the
enthufiaftic ardor of the new Romans; but fill,
fill there muft be fome fecret and fhameful caunfe
at the bottom of this firange retreat. Weare now
delivered from the impending terrors of fiege and

T 4
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invafion. The Geneva emigrés particularly the
Neckers, are haftening ¢o their homes; and I fhall
not be reduced to the hard neccflity of fecking a
winter afylum at Zurich or Conflance: but | am
not pleafed with our future profped@s. It is much
to be feared that the prefent government of Geneva
will be foon modelled after the French fafhion;
the new republic of Savoy is forming on the op-
pofite bank of the Lake ; the Jacobin miffionaries
are powerful and zealdus; and the malecontents
of this country, who begin [Again to rear their
heads, will be furrounded with temptations, and
examples, and allies. 1 know not whether the Pays
de Vaud will long adhere to the dominion of
Berne; or whether I (hall be permitted to end my
days in this little paradife, which I have fo happily
{uited to my tafte and circumfances.

Laft Monday only I received your letter, which
had firangely loitered on the road fince its date of the
29th of September. There muft furely be fome difor-
der in the pofts, fince the Eliza departed indignant at
never having heard from you.

The cafe of my wine [ think peculiarly hard: to Iofe
my Madeira, and to be fcolded for lofing it. 1 am
much indebted to Mr. Nichols for his genealogical
communications, which I am Impatient to receive ;
butIdonotunderftand why {o civila gentlemancould
not favor me, in fix months, with an anfwer by the
poft: fince he intrufls me with thefe valuable papers,
you have not, I prefume, informed him of my negli.

i A
genee and a

wkwardnefs 1n reeard to manufcripts,
o I
Y our reproach rathey furprifes me, as fuppofe'l am

&
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much the fame as I have been for thefe laft twenty
vears. Should youhold your refolution of writing on-
ly fuch things as may be publifhed at Charing. Crofs,
our future correfpondence would not be very inter-
efting. But I expectand require, atthis important cri-
fis, a full and confidential account of your views con-
cerning England, Ireland, and France. You havea
ftrong and clear eye; and your pen is, perhaps, the
moft ufeful quill that ever has been plucked from a
goofe. Your protedion of the French refugees is
bighly applauded. Roffet and La Motte have efca-
ped from Arbourg, perhaps with connivance to avoid
difagreeable demand$ from the republic, Adieu,
Ever yours.

Zo the Same.

November 10, 1792.

-E;?‘ ECEIVED this day, November gth, a moft ami-
able difpatch from the too humble fecretary *** of the
family of Efpée ', dated O&ober 24th, whichl an-
iwer the fame day. It will be acknowledged, that I
have fulfilled my engagements with as much accuracy
as our uncertain flate and the fragility of human na-
ture would allow. I refume my narrative. At the time
when we 1magined that all was fettled, by an equal
treaty between two fuch unequal powers, as the Ge-
neva Flea and the Leviathan France, we were thun-
derftruck with the intelligence that the minifters of
the republic refufed to ratify the conditions; and they
were mdignant, with fome color of reafon, at the
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hard obligation of withdrawing their troops to the

diftanceof ten leagues, andof co. \!'eqvwntlyleavmqthf‘
Pays de Gez naked, and expoled to the Swifs, who
had affembled 15,000 men on the frontier, and with
whom they had not made any agreement. The mef-
fenger who was fent laft Sunday from Geneva is not
yet returned; and many perfons are afraid of fome
defign and danger in this delay. Montefquieu has ac.
ted with politencfs, moderation, and apparent fince-
rity ; but he may refign, he may be fuperfeded, his
place may be occupied by an enragé, by Servan, or
Prince Charles of Heffe, who would afpire to imitate
the predatory fame of Cuftine in Germany. In the
mean while, the General holds a wolf by the ears; an
officer who has feen his troops, about 18,000 men
(with a tremendous train of artillery), reprefentsthem
asa black, daring, defperate crew of buccaneers.rath-
er [hocking than contemptible; the officers (fcarce-
ly a gentleman among them), without fervants, or
horfes, or baggage, lying higgledy piggledy on the
ground with the common men, yet maintaining a
rough kind of difcipline over them, They already
begin to accufe and even to fulpect their general, and
call aloud for blood and plunder: could they have
an opportunity of fqueezing fome of therich citizens,
Geneva would cut up as fat as moft towns in Europe.
During this fufpenfion of hoftilities they are permit-
ted to vifit the city without arms, fometimes three
or four hundred at a time; and the magiftrates, as
well as the Swifs commander, are by no means pleafed
with this dangerous intercourfe, which they darenot
prohibit. Such are our fears: yet it fhould feem on




TO LORD SHEFFIELD, AND OTHERS. 283

the other fide, that the French affe®t a kind of mag-
nanimous juftice towards their little neighbour, and
that they are not ambitious of an unprofitable conteft
with the poor and hardy Swifs. The Swifs are not
equal to a long and expenfive war; and as moft of
our militia have familiesand trades, the country alrea-
dy fighs for their return. Whatever can be yielded,
without abfolute danger or difgrace, will doubtlefs
be granted; and the bufinefs will probably end in cur
owning the fovereignty, and trufting to the good
faith of the republic of France : how that word would
have founded four years ago! The meafure is humili-
ating ; but after the retreat of the Duke of Brunfwick,
and the failure of the Aufirians, the fmaller powers
may acquiefce without difhonor. Every dog has his
day; and thefe Gallic dogs have their day, at leaft, of
moft infolent profperity. After forcing or tempting
the Pruffians to evacuate their country, they conquer
Savoy, pillage Germany, threaten Spain: the Low
Countries are now invaded; Rome and Italy trem-
ble; they fcour the Vlediterranean, and talk. of fend-
ing a fquadron into the South Sea. The whole horiz-
on is fo black, that I begin to feel fome anxiety for
England, the laft refuge of liberty and law ; and the
more fo, as perceive from Lord Sheffield’s lalt epiftle
that hisfirm nerves are a little fhaken : but of this more
in my next, forI want to unburden my confcience.
1f England, with the experience of our happinefs and
French calamities, fhould now be feduced to eat the
apple of falfe freedom, we (hould indeed deferve to
be driven from the paradife which we enjoy. 1turn
afide from the horrid and improbable (yet notimpof-
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fible) fuppofition, that, in three or four years’ time,
mylelf and my beft friends may be reduced to
the deplorable ftate of the French emigrants: they
thought it as impoffible three or four vears ago.
Never did a revolution affed, to fuch a degree,
the private exiftence of fuch numbers of the firft
people of a great country: your examples of
mifery I could eafily match with fimilar examples
in this country and the neighbourhood ; and our fym.
pathy is the deeper, as we do not poflefs, like you, the
means of alleviating, in fome degree, the misfortunes
of the fugitives. But I muft have, from the Very ex-
cellent pen of the Maria, the tragedy of the Arch-
bithop of Arles; and the longerthe better. Madame
de Biron has probably been tempted by fome faine
and ([ fear) fallacious promifes of clemency to the
women, and which have likewife engaged Madame
d’Agueflean and her two daughters to revifit France.
Madame de Bouillon ftands her ground, and her fi-
tuation as a foreign princefs is lefs expofed. AsLord
3. bas affumed the glorious charader of protector of
the diftrefled, his name is pronounced with gratitude
and refpe&. The D. of Richmond is praifed, on Ma-
dame de Biron'’s account. To the Princefs d’Henin,
and Lally, 1 wifh to be remembered. The Neckers
cannot venture into Geneva, and Madame de Stael
will probably lic in at Rolle. Heis printing a defence
of the King, &c. againft their republican Judges; bug
the name of Necker is unpopular to all parties, and I
much fear that the guillotine will be more fpeedy than

the prefs. It will, however, be an eloquent perfor-

maiee; and, if I find an opportunity, 1 am to fen

o
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o
you ong, toyou Lotrd S, by his particular defire : h
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wilhes likewife to convey fome copies with [peed to
our principal people, Pitt, Fox, Lord Stormont, &c.
But {uch is the rapid fucceffion of events, that it will
appear like the Pouvoir Exécutif, his beft work, after
the whole fcene has heen totally changed. Ever
yOUI‘S.

P, 8. The revolution of France, and my triple dif-
patch by the fame poft to Sheffield-Place, are, in
my opinion, the two moft fingular events in the
eighteenth century. Ifound the talk fo ealy and
pleafant, that I had fome thoughts ofadding a let-
ter to the gentle Louifa. Iam this moment infor-
med, that our troops on the frontier are begin-
ning to move, on their return home ; yet we hear
nothing of the treaty’s being concluded.

Epwarp GiBBON Efg. to the Hon Mifs HoLrOYD.

LAUSANNE, Nov. 10/ 1792

IN difpatching the weekly political journal to Lord
S. my con{cience (for I have fome remains of confci-
ence) molt powerfully urges me to falute, with fome
lines of friend(hip and gratitude, the amiable fecretas
ry, who might fave herlelf the trouble of a modelt
apology. I havenotyet forgotten our different beha.
viour after the much lamented feparation of O&ober
the 4th. 1791, your meritorious punétuality, and my
unworthy filence. 1 have fiill ibefore me that enter-
taining narratuve, which would have interefted me,
not only in the progrefls of the cariffima familia, but in
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the motions of a Tartar camp, or the march of a cara-
van of Arabs; the mixture of jufl obfervation and }i-

imagery, the {trong fenfe of a man, expreffed
with the eafy elegance of a female. I ftil recollect
with pleafure the happy comparifon of the Rhine,
who had heard fo much of liberty on both his banks,
that he wandered with mifchievous licentioufnefs
over all the adjacent meadows "**. The inundation,
alas! has now fpread much wider; and itis fadly to
be feared thatthe Elbe, the Po, and the Danube, may
imitate the vile example of the Rhine: 1 fhall be con-
tent, however, if our own Thames f{ill preferves his
fair character, of

Strong without rage, without o'erflowing full.

Thefe agreeable epiltles of Maria produced only
fome dumb intentions, and fome barren remorfe ; nor
have I deigned, except by a brief miffive from my
chancellor, to exprefs how much 1loved the author,
and how much I was pleafed with the compofition.
"That amiable author I have known and loved from
the firlt dawnmg of her life and coquetry, to the pre-
fent maturity of her talents; and as long asI remain
onthis planet, I fhall purfue, with the fame tender and
even anxious concern, the future fieps of her eftab-
lilhment and life. That eftablilhment muft be fplen-
did; that life muft be happy. She is endowed with
every gift of nature and fortune ; but the advantage
which fhe will derive from them, depends almoft en-
tirely on herfelf. You muft not, you fhall not, think
yourfelf unworthy to write to any man: there is none
Yrhom your correfpondence would not amufe and fa-
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fattisfy. I will not undertake a tafk, which my tafte
would adopt, and my indolence would too foon re-
linquifh; butl amreally curious, from the belt mo-
tives, to havea particularaccount of your own ftudics
and daily accupation. What booksdo youread? and
how do you employ your time and your pen? Ex-
cept fome profeffed fcholars, I have often obferved
that women in general read much more than men;
but, for want of a plan, a method, a fixed objed,
their reading is of little benefit to themfelves, or
others. If you will inform me of the fpecies of rea-
ding to which you have the moft propenfity, 1 fhall
be happy to contribute my fhare of advice or affift-
ance. I lament that you have not left me fome monu-
ment of your pencil. Lady Elizabeth Fofter has exe-
cuted a very pretty drawmq taken from the door of
the green-houfe where we dined laft fummer, and in-
cluding the poor Acacia (now recovered from the
cruel fheers of the gardener), the end of the terrace,
the front of the Pavilion, and a diftant view of the
country, lake, and mountains. Iam almoft reconci-
led to d’Apples’ houfe, which is nearly finifhed. In-
ftead of the monfters which Lord Hercules Sheffield
extirpated, the terrace is already fthaded with the newr
acaciasand plantanes; and although the uncertainty
of poffgflion reftrains mwe from building, 1 myfelf
have planted a bofquet at the bottom of the garden,
with fuch admirable {kill that it affords fhade without
intercepting profpect. The fociety of the aforefaid
Eliza, commonly called Befs. of the Duchefs of D. &c.
has been very interefting ; buc they are now flown
beyond the Alps, and pals the winter at Pifa, The
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Legards, who have long fince left this place, fhould
be at prefent in Italy ; but I believe Mrs. Grimftone
and her daughter returned to England. The Levades
are highly flattered by your remembrance. Since
you ftill retain fome attachment to this delightful
country, and it is indeed delightful, why thould you
defpair of feeing it once more? The happy peer or
commoner, whofe name you may alfume, is ftill con-
cealed in the book of fate; but, whofoever he may
be, he will cheerfully obey your commands, of lea-
ding you from ———— Caltle to Laufanne, and from
Laufanne to Rome and Naples. Before that event
takes place, I may poffibly fee you in Suffex; and,
whether as a vifitor ora fugitive, I hope to be wel-
comed witha friendly embrace. The delay of this year
was truly painful, but it was inevitable; and indivi-
duals muft fubmit to thofe Rorms which have overtur-
ned the thrones of the earth. The tragic flory of the
Archbifhop of Arles 1 have now fomewhat a better
right to require at your hands. I wifh to have it in all
its horrid details "** ; and as you are now {o much
mingled with the French exiles, I am of opinion, that
were you to keep a journal of all the authentic facts
which they relate, it would be an agreeable exercife
at prefent, and a future fource of entertainment and
inftruétion.
1fhould be obliged to you, ifyou would make, or
find, fome excule for my not acfwering a letter from
your aunt, which was prefented to me by Mr. Fow.
lIer. 1 thowed him fome civilities, but he is now a
poorinvalid, confined to his room. By her channel
and yours I fhould be glad to have fome information
of
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of the health, fpirits, and fituation of Mrs, Gibbon
of Bath, whofe alarms (if he bas any) you may difpel.
She isin my debt. Adieu; moft truly yours.

Epwarp Giesox Efg. to the Right Hon,
Lady SHEFPFIELD.

LavsaNNE, November 1oth, 1792.

I COULD never forgive myfelf, wereI capable
of writing by the fame poft, a political epiitle to the
father, and afriendly letter to the daughter, with-
out fending any token of remembrance to the re-
fpe@able matron, my deareft Lady, whom I have

now loved as a fifter for fomething f_nt er or worfe

than. twenty years. No ,z 1deed , the hiftorian may
be carelefs, he may be indolent, he may always

intend and never execute, but he 1s neither a
moufter nor a ftatue; he has a memory, a confcience,
a heart, and that heart is fin
Lady S —. Hemultevenacl

of afophifm which ‘ue has fo
always and molt trul . Lt
of a family are ﬂrmi united , the writing to one
fact writing to all ; ;md
merous letters to the hull
equally addrefied to bis wife. He feels, on the contrary,
that feparate minds have their diftinét ideas and fen-
timents, and that each charadter, either in fpeaking
or writing, bas its peculiar tone of converittion.
He agrees with the maxim of Roulleau, that three
friends who wifth to difclofe a common fecret,

Vor. L V

cerely devoted to

&

at confequently all his nu-

M av B ~anfliderad ae
1d, may 0e conlidered as
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will impart it only deuz @ deuz; and he is fatisfied
that, on the prefent memorable océafion, each of
the perfons of the Sheffield family will claim a pe.
culiar fhare in this triple miffive, which will com-
municate, however, a triple fatisfaction. The ex«
perience of what may be effected by vigorous refo-
lution , encourages the hiftorian to hnpe that he
fhall caft the fkin of the old ferpent, and hereafter
fhow himfelf as a new creature.

I lament, on all our accounts, that the laft year’s
expedition to Laufanne did not take place in a
golden period, of health and fpirits. But we muft
refleé, that human felicity is feldom without als
loy; and if we cannot indulge the hope of your
making a fecond vifit to Laufanne, we muft look
forwards to my refidence next fummer at Sheffield-
Place, where I mult find you in the full bloom of
health, fpirits, and beauty. 1 can perceive, by all
public and private intelligence, that your houfe
has been the open holpitable afylum of French
fugitives; and itis a fufficient proof of the firmnefs
of your nerves, that you have not been overwhel-
med or agitated by fuch a concourfe of ftrangers.
Curiofity and compaflion may, in fome degree,
have fupported you.. Every day has prefented to
vour view fome new fcenf: of that firange tragical
}omancc, which occupies all Europe f(x infinitely
beyond any event that has happened in our time,
and you have the fatisfaction of not being a mere
fpectator of the diftrels of fo many victims of falfe
hiberty. ‘The benevolent fame of Lord 8, is widely
diffufed.
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From Angletine’s lalt letter to Viaria, you have
already fome idea of the melancholy ftate of her
poor father.  As long as Mr. de Severy allowed
our hopes and fears to fuctuate with the changes
of his diforder, 1 was unwilling to fay any thing
on fo painful a fubjects and it is with the deepelt
concern that I now coufefs our ablolute defpair of
his recovery. All his particular complaints are
now loft in a general diffolution of the whole frame;
every principle of life is exhaufted, and as often
as 1 am admitted to his bed- fide, though he fill
jooks and [miles with the patience of an angel, I bave
the heart. fele grief of feeing him each day draw-

ing nearer to the term of his'exiftence. A few
ill deprive me of a

weeks, poflibly a few days, will
moft excellent friend, and break for ever the molt
perfect fyltem of domeftic happinels, in which I
had fo large and intimate a {hare. Wilhelm (who
has obtained leave of abfence from his military duty)
and his Giter bebave and feel like tender and dutis
ful children; but they have a long gay profpeét
of life, and new connexions, new families will make
them forget, in due time, the common lot of mors=
talicy. But it s Madame de Severy whom I truly
pity; 1 dread the effe@s of the firlt fhock, and 1
dread [ill more the deep perpetual confuming afflic-
tion for a lofs which can never be retrieved, You
will not wonder that fuch refiections {fadden my
own mind, nor can I forget how much my fitua-
tion is altered fince 1 retired, nine years ago, to
the banks of the Leman Lake. The death of poor
Deyverdun firlt deprived me of a domeltic com-
. V 2
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panion, who can never_be fupplied; and your vifie
has only ferved to remind me that man, however
amufed and occupied in his clofet, was not made
to live alone. Severy will foon be no more, his
widow for a long time , perhaps for ever, will be
Ioft to herfelf and her friends, the fon will travel ,
and 1 fhall be left a franger in the infipid circle of
mere common acquaintance. The revolution of
Fraoce , which firlt embittered and divided the
fociety of Laufanne, has oppofed a barricr to m

Suffex vifit, and may finally expel me from the pa.
radife which I inhabit. Even that paradife , the
expenfive and delightful eflablifhment of my houfe,
library, and garden, almoft becomes, an incum-
brance , by rendering it more difficult for me to
relinquith my hold, or to form a new fyftem of
life in my native country, for which my income,
though improved and improving, would be pro-
bably infufficient. But every complaint fhould be
filenced by the contemplation of the French; com-
pared with whofe cruel fate, all mifery is relative
bappinefs. I perfectly concur in your partiality for
Lally; though Nature might forget fome meaner
ingredients, of prudence , economy, &c. fhe never
formed a purer heart, or a brighter imagination.
If he be with you, 1 beg my kindeft falutations to
him. lam every day more clofely united with the
Neckers. Should France break, and this country
be over-run, they would be reduced, in very
bumble circumftances, to feek a refuge ; and where
but in England? Adien, dear Madam , there is,
indeed, much pleafure in difcharging one’s heart
to areal friend. Ever yours,
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Epwarp GisBowN Zfg. to the Right Hon,
Lord SHEFFIELD.

{Send me a Lift of thefe Letters; with
their refpective dates. ]

LAUSANNE, Nov. 25th, 1792

AFTER the triple labor of my laft difpatch,
your experience of the creature might tempt you
to fufpect that it would again relapfe into a long
flomber. But, partly from the fpirit of contradic-
tion, (though I am not alady, and partly from the
eale and pleafure which I now find in the talk,
you fee me again alive, awake and almolft faithful to
my hebdomadal promife. The laft week has not,
however, afforded any events deferving the notice
of a hiftorian. Qur affairs are ftill floating on the
waves of the convention, and the ratification of
a corrected treaty, which had been fixed for the
twentieth, is not yet arrived; but the report of the
diplomatic committee has been favorable, and it
is generally underftood that the leaders of the
French republic do not wifh to quarrel with the
Swifs. We are gradually withdrawing and difband-
ing our militia. Geneva will be left to fink or
fwim, according to the humor of the people ; and
our laflt hope appears to be, that by fubmiffion and
good behaviour we fhall avert for fome time the
impending ftorm. A few days ago an odd acci-
dent happened in the French army; the defertion
of the general. As the Neckers were fitting, about

Vi3
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eizht o'clock in the evening, in their drawing-room
at Rolle '** thedoor flew open, and they wereaftoun.
ded by their fervant’s announcing Monfieur le Gérié-
ral de Montefguieu? On the receipt of fome fecret in.
telligence of a décret d'accufation, and an order to ay-
vet bim, he had only time to get on horfeback, to gal-
lop through Geneva, to take boat for Copet, and to
efcape from his purfuers, who were ordered to [eize
him alive or dead. He left the Neckers afcer fupper,
paflfed through Laufanne in thenight, and proceeded
to Berne and Bafle, whence he intended to wind his
way through Germany, amidit enemies of every de-
fcription, and to feek arefuge in England, America,
or themoon. He told Necker, that the fole remnant of
bis fortune confified in a wretched fum of twenty
thoufand livres; but the publicreport, or fufpicion,
befpeaks him in much better circumftances. Befides
thereproach of acting with too much tamenels and de-
lay, heis accufed of making very foul and exorbitant
contracts ; and itis certain that new Sparta isinfected
swith this vice, beyond the example of the moft cor-
rupt monarchy. Kellerman is arrived, to take the com.
mand; and itisapprehended thaton the firftof Decem-
ber, after the departure of the Swifs, the French may
requefl the permiffion of ufing Geneva, a friendly city,
for their winter-quarters. In that cafe, the democrati.
cal revolution, which we all forefee, will be very
fpeedily effected.

Iwould afk you, whether youapprehend there was
any treafon in the Duke of Brun{wick’s retreat, and
whether you have totally withdrawn your confidence
and efteem from that once-famed general ? Willit be
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poflible for England to preferve her neutrality with
any honor or fafety ? Weare bound, as lunderftand,
by treaty, to guarantee the dominions of the King of
Sardinia and the Auftrian provinces of the Nether.
lands. Thele countries are now invaded and over.run
by the French. Can we refufe to fulfil our engage-
ments, without expofing ourfelves to all Europe asa
perfidious or pufillanimous nation ? Yet, on the other
hand, can we aflift thofe allies, without plunging
headlong into an abyfs, whofe bottom no man can
difcover ? But my chief anxiety is for our domeltic
tranquillity;for I muftfinda retreatin England, (hould
I be driven from Laufanne. The idea of firm and ho-
norable union of parties pleafes me much; but you
muft frankly unfold whatare the great difficulties that
may impede {o falutary ameafure: you write to a man
difcreet in fpeech, and now careful of papers. Xet
what can fuch a coalition avail ? Where is the cham-
pion of the conltitution ? Alas, Lord Guildford! L
am much pleafed with theManchefter Afs. Theafles
or wolves who facrificed him have caft off the mafk
too foon; and fuch a nonfenfical act muft open the
eyes of many fimple patriots, who might have been
led aftray by the {pecious name of reform. It thould
be made as notorious as poflible. Next winter may
be the crifis of our fate, and if you begin to improve
the conllitution, you may be driven ftep by ftep from
the disfranchifement of old Sarum to the King in
Newgate, the Lords voted ufelefs, the Bifhops abo-
lihed, and a Houfe of Commons without articles
{ fans culortes). Necker has ordered you a copy of his
toyal defence, which has met with, and deferved, unz-

V4
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verfal fuccefls. The pathetic and argumentative parts
are, in my opinion, equally good, and his mild elo.
quence may perfuade without irritating. [ have ap~
plied to this gentler tone fome verfes of Ovid, (Vle.
tamorph. L iii. 302, &c. **7) which you may read.
Madame de Stael has produced a fecond fon, She talks
wildly enough of vifiting England this winter. She is
a pleafant little woman. Poor Severy’s condition is
hopelefs. Should he drag throughthe winter, Madame
de S. would fcarcely furvive him. She kills herfelf
with grief and fatigue, whata differencein Laufanpe!
I hope triple anfwers are on the road. I muft write

foon; the times will not allow me to read or think,
2 [
Lveryours, |

Lo the Same.
LAusANNE , Dac. 14th, 1792,

OUR little ftorm has now completely fubfided,
and we are again {pectators , though anxious fpe@a-
tors, of the general tempeft that invades or threatens
almolt every country of Europe. QOur troops are
every day difbanding and returning home, and the
greateft part of the French have evacuated the neigh.
boarhood of Geneva. Monficur Barthelemy, whom
you have feen fecretary in London, is moft conr.
teoully entertained , as ambaffador, by the Helvetic
body. Heis now at Berne, wherea diet will fpecdify
be convened ; the language on both fides is now
pacific, and even friend!_v, and fome hopes are
given of a provifion for the officers of the Swils
guards who have furvived the maflacres of Paris,
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January 1ft, 1793.

WitH the return of peace I haverelapfed into my
former indolence; but now awakening, after a fort-
night’s flumber, Ihave little or nothing toadd, with
regard to the internal ftate of this country, only the
revolution of Geneva has already taken place, as [
announced , but fooner than 1 expected. The Swifs
troops had no fooner evacuated the place, than the
Egalifeurs , as they are called, affembled in arms;
and as no refiltance was made, no blood was (hed on
the occafion. They feized the gates, difarmed the
garrifon, imprifoned the magiftrates, imparted the
rights of citizens to all the rabble of the town and
country, and proclaimed a Nationa!/ Convention,
which has not yet met. They are all for a pure and
abfolute democracy ; but fome wifh to remain a
fmall independent {tate, whilft others afpire to be-
come a part of the republic of France; and as the
latter,, though lefs numerous, are more violent and
abfurd than their adverfaries, it is highly probable
that they will fucceed. The citizens of the beft families
and fortunes have retired from Geneva into the Pays
de Vaud; but the French methods of recalling or
profcribing emigrants, will foon be adopted. You
mult have obferved, that Savoy is now become Z
département du Mont Blane. 1 cannot fatisfy myfelf,
whether the mafs of the people is pleafed or difpleafed
with the change; but my noblefcenery is clouded by
the democratical afpe&@ of twelye leagues of the
o r'\o,;te coaft, which every morning obtrude them-
felves or' my view. 1 here conclude the firft part of
the hiftory of our Alpine troubles, and now confider
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myfelf as difengaged from all promifes of periodical
writing. Upon the whole, I kept it beyond our
expectation ; nor do I think that you have been
fufficiently aftonifhed by the wonderful effort of the
triple difpacch.

Youmuft now fucceed tomy talk, and 1 fhall ex-
pect, during the winter, a regular political journal
of the events of your greater world. You are on the
theatre , and may often be behind the fcenes. You
can always fee, and may fometimes forefee. My
own choice has indeed tranfported me into a foreign
land; butI am truly attached, from intereft and
inclination, to my native country; and even as a
citizen of the world, I wifh the ftability of England,
the fole great refuge of mankind, againft the oppofite
mifchiefs of defpotifm and democracy. 1 wasindeed
alarmed , and the more {o, as [ faw that you were
not without apprehenfion; but I now glory in the
triumph of reafon and genuine patriotifm, which
{eems to pervade the country ; nor do I diflike fome
mixture of popular enthufialm, which may be requi-
fite to encounter our mad or wicked enemies with
equal arms. Thebehaviour of Fox does not furprife
me. You may remember what1l told you laft year at
Laufanne, when you attempted his defence, that
* * S e s B S o *
You have now crufhed the daring [ubverters of the
conftitution; but I now fear the moderate well-
meaners , reformers. Do not, Ibefeech you, tam-
per with parliamentary reprefentation. The prefent
houfe of commons forms, in practice, a body of
gentlemen , who mufl always fympathize wich the
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interefts and opinions of the people; and the flightelt
innovation launches you , without rudder or com-
pafs , on a darkand dangerous ocean of theoretical
experiment. On this fubject 1 am indeed ferious.
Upon the whole , I like the beginning of ninety-
shree better than the end of ninety-two. Theillufion
feems to break away throughout Europe. I think
England and Switzerland are fafe. Brabant adheres to
its old conftitution. The Germans are difgufted with
the rapine and infolence of their deliverers. The Pope
is refolved to head his armies, and the Lazzaroni of
laples have prefented St. Januarius with a gold
fuzee, to fire on the Brigands Francois. So much for
politics,, which till now never bad fuch pofleflion of
my mind. Next poft 1 will write about myfelf and
my own defigns. Alas, your poor eyes! make the
Maria write; 1will (peedily anfwerher. My Ladyis
ftill dumb. The @erman pofts are now flow and
irregular. You hadbetter write by the way of France,
under cover. Dire& to Le Gitoyen Reboursa Pontar-
lier , France. Adieu; ever yours.

To the Same.

LAUSANNE, January 6th, 1793.

THERB was formerly 2 time when our correfpon-
dence was a painful difcuffion of my private affairs ;
a vexatious repetition of lofles, of difappointments,
of fales, &c. Thele affairs are decently arranged:
but public cares have now fucceeded to private
anxicty, and our whole attention is lately turned
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from Lenborough and Beriton, to the political Rate
of France and of Europe. From thefe politics, howa
ever , one letter fhall be free, while I talk of my felf
and of my own plans ; a fubject moft interefing 1o a
friend, and only to a friend.

I know not whether 1 am forry or glad that my
expedition has been poftponed to the prefent year.
Itis true, that I now wifh myfelf in England , and
almolft repent that I did not gralp the opportunity
when the obftacles were comparauvely fmaller than
they are now likely to prove. Yet had I reached you
laft fummer before the month of Augult, a cone
fiderable portion of my time would be now elapfed,
and I fhould already begin to think of my departure,
If the gout (hould fpare me this winter, (and as yet
Ihavenotfelt any fymptom, ) and if the (pring hould
make a foft and early appearance, it is my intention
to be with you in Downing.firggt before the end of
April, and thus to enjoy fix weeks or two mounths
of the moft agreeable feafon of London aad the neigh.
bourhood, after the hurry of parliament is fubfided,
and before the great rural difperfion. As the banks
of the Rhine and the Belgic provinces are completely
overfpread with anarchy and war, 1 have made u
my mind to pafs through the territories of the French
republic. From the beft and moft recent information,
I am fatisfied that there is little or no real danger in
the journey; and I muftarm myfelf with patienceto
fupport the vexatious infolence of democratical
tyranny. 1 have even a fort of curiofity to {pend
fome days at Paris, to affift at the debates of the
Pandemonium, to feck an introdudion to the prin-
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cipal devils, and to contemplate a new form of public
and private life, which never exifted before, and
which I devoutly hope will not long continue to
exift. Should the obRtacles of health or weather con-
fine me at Laufanne till the month of May, I fhall
fcarcely be able to refift the temptation of paffing
fome part at lealt of the fummer in my own little
paradife. But all thefe fchemes muft uitimately de-
pend on the great queltion of peace and war , which
will indeed be fpeedily determined. Should France
become impervious to an Englifh traveller, what
muft I do? 1 {hall not eafily refolve to explore my
way through the unknown language and abominable
roads ofthe interior parts of Germany, to embark in
Holland, or perhaps at Hamburgh, and to be finally
intercepted by a Frenchprivateer. My ftay in England
appears not lefs doubtful than the means of tranf-
porting myfelf. Should I arrive in the fpring , ‘it is
poflible, and barely. poffible, that I fhould return
here in the autumn : it is much more probable that I
fhall pals the winter, and there may be even a chance
of my giving my own country a longer trial. In my
letter to my Lady Ifairly expofed the decline of Lay-
fanne ; butf{uch aneltablithment as mine muftnot be
lightly abandoned ; nor can I difcover what adequate
mode of life my private circumftances, eafy as they
now are, could afford me in England. London and
Bath bave doubtlefs their refpective merits, and I
could wilh to refide within a day’s journey of Shef-
ficld-Place. But a ftate of perfe@ happinefs is not to
be found here below ; and in the poffeflion of my
library, houfe, and garden, with the relicks of oyr
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fociety , anda frequent intercourfe with the Neckers,
1 may f{till be tolerably content. Amongthedifalirous
changes of Laufanne , I muft principally reckon the
approaching diffolution of poor Severy and hisfamily.
He is ftill alive, but in fuch a hopelefs and painful
decay, that we no longer conceal our wifhes for his
fpeedy releafe.- I never loved nor efteemed him fo
much asin this laft mortal difeafe, which he fupports
with a degree of energy , patience, and even cheer-
fulnefs , beyond all belief. His wife , whofe whole
time and foul are devoted to him, is almoft finking
under her long anxiety. The children are moft amia.
bly afliduous to both their parents, and, atall events,
his filial duties and worldly cares mult detain the fon
fome time at home. ]

And now approach, and let me drop into your

; 3 : i i

moft private ear a litera ry fecret. Of the Wlemoirs g
little has been done, and with that little I am not

¢

fatisfied. They mult be pofiponed till a mature
{feafon; and 1 much doubt whether the book and the
Author can ever fee the light at the fame time. ButI
have long refolved in my mind another fcheme of
biographical writing : the Lives, or rather the
Characers . of the moft eminent Perfons in Arts and
Arms, in Church and State , who have flourifhed
in Britain from the reign of Henry the Eighth to the
prefent age. This work, extenfive as it may be,
would be an amufement, rather than a toil: t}u,
materials are acceflible in our own language, and,
for the moft part, ready to my hands: but the fab1ecr, '
which would afford a rich difplay of human nature
and domeftic hiftory, would pewe A.'-.T;*- Irefsitlelf
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to the feelings of every Englihman. The tafte or
fathion of the times feems to delight in piurefque
decorations ; and this feries of Britifh portraits might
aptly be accompanied by the refpective heads, taken
from originals, and engraved by the beft malters.
Alderman Boydell, and his fon-in.law, Mr. George
Nicol, bookfeller in Pallmall, are the great under-
takers in thisline. On my arrival in England I fhall
be free to confider, whether it may fuit me to proceed
in a mere literary work without any other decorations
than thofe which it may derive from the pen of the
Author. It is a ferious truth, thatIam no longer
ambitious of fame or money ; that my habits of in-
duftry are much impaired, and that I have reduced
my ftudies, to be the loofe amufement of my morning
hours, the repetition of which will infenfibly lead
me to the laft term of exiftence. And for this very
reafon I fhall not be forry to bind myfelf by a liberal
engagement, from which I/may not with honor
recede.

Before I conclude, we muftfay a word or two of
parliamentary and pecuniary concerns. 1. We all
admire the generous fpirit with which you damned
the affaffins **. I hope that ***** The opinion
of parliament in favor of Louis was declared n a
manner worthy of the reprefentatives of a great and
awife nation. It will certainly havea powerful effect;
and if the poor King be not already murdered, 1am
fatisfied that his life is in fafety : butis fuch a life
worth his care ? Our debates will now become every
day more interefting ; and as] expe from you only
opinions and anecdotes, I moft earneftly copjure
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you to fend me Woodfall's Regifter as often (and
that muft be very often) as the occafion deferves it.
Inow fpare no expenfe for news.

] want fome account of IVIrs. G.’s health. Will my
Lady never write ? How can people be fo indolent !
I fuppofe this will find you at Sheffield - Place during
the recefs, and that the heavy baggage will not
move till after the birth - day. Shall 1 be with you by
the firft of May? The Gods only know. Ialmoft
wifh that 1 had accompanied Madame de Stael.
Ever yours.

To the Same.

Begun Feb. g, — ended Feb. 13, 1963,

!

T HE [truggle is at length over, and poor de
Severy 1s no more ! He expired about ten daysago,
after every vital principle had been exhaufted by a
complication-of diforders, which had lafted above
five moaths : and a mortification in one of his legs,
that gradually rofe to the more noble parts, was the
immediate caufe of his death. His patience and even
cheerfulnefs fupported him to the fatal moment;
and he enjoyed every comfort that could alleviate his
fituation, the (kill of his phyficians, the affiduous
tendernefs of his family, and the kind fympathy not
only of his particular friends, buteven of common
acquaintance, and generally of the whole town. The
firoke has been feverely felt: yetlhave the fatisfac.
tion to perceive that Madame de Severy’s health is
nog¢ affected ; and we may hope that in time (he will

' recover
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recover a tolerable fhare of compofure and happinefs,
Her firmnels has checked the violent fallies of grief ;
her gentlenefs has preferved her from the worlt of
{fymptoms, a dry, filent defpair. She loves to talk
of her irreparable lofs , fhe defcants with pleafure on
his virtues; her words are interrupted with tears,
but thofle tears are her beft relief; and her tender
feelings will infenlibly fubfide into an affectionate
remembrance. Wilhelmis much more deeply wound-
ed than [ could imagine, or than he expected himfelf:
nor have L everfeen the affliction of a fon more lively
and fincere. Severy was indeed a very valuable man :
withoutany (hining qualifications, he wasendowed
in a high degree with good fenfe, honor, and bene-
volence ; and few men have filled with more propriety
their circle 1 private life. For myflelf, I have had
the misfortune of knowing him too late, and of
lofing bim too {oon. — But enough of this melan.
choly fubject.

The affairs of this theatre, which muft always
be minute , are now grown fo tame and tranquil ,
that they no longer deferve the hiltorian’s pen.
The new conftitution of Genevais flowly forming,
without much noife or any bloodfhed; and the
patriots, who have ftaid in bopes of guiding and
reftraining the multitude, flatter themielves that
they fhall be able at lealt to prevent their mad
countrymen from giving themf{elvesto the French,
the only mifchief that would be ablolutely icre-
trievable. The revolution of Geneva is of lefs con-
fequence to us, however, than that of Savoy; but
our fate will depend on the general event, rather

Vor. L X
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than on thefe particular caufes. In the mean while
we hope to be quiet fpedators of the Rruggle of
this year ; and we feem to have affurances that both
the Emperor and the French will compound for
the neutrality of the Swils. The Helvetic body
does not acknowledge the republic of France ; but
Barthelemy, their ambaflador, refides at Baden ,
and fteals, like Chauvelin, into a kind of extra-
official negotiation. All fpirit of oppofition is quel-
led in the Canton of Berne, and the perpetual
banifhment of the * * family has fcarcely excited
a murmur. It will probably be followed by that of
* % % ¥ *:thecrime alledged in their fentence
1 the baving aflifted at the federation-dinner at
Rolle two years ago; and as they are abfent, ¥
could almoft wilh that they had been fummoned
to appear, and heard in their own defence. To
the general fupinenefs of the inhabitants of Lau-
fanne I mult ablcribe, that the death of Louis the
Sixteenth has been received with lefs horror and
indignation than 1 could have wifhed. I was much
tempted to go into mourning, and probably fhould,
had the Duchefs been flill here; but, as the only
Englihman of any mark, I was afraid of being
fingular; more efpecially as our French emigrants,
either from prudence or poverty, do not wear
black, nor do even the Neckers. Have you read
bis difcourfe for the King ? It might indeed fuper-
fede the neceflity of moursing. 1 fhould judge
from your laft letter, and from the diary, that the
Freach declaration of war muflt have rather fur-
prifed you. I wilh, although 1 know not how it
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could have been avoided ; that we might ftill have
continued to enjoy our fafe and profperous neutra-
lity. You will not doubt my belt wifhes for the
deftruction of the mifcreants; but I love England
ftill more than I hate France. All reafonable chan-
ces are in favor of a confederacy, fuch as was
never oppoled to the ambition of Louis the Four-
teenth ; but, after the experience of lalt year, 1 dif-
trult reafon, and confels myfelf fearful for the event.
The French are ftrong in numbers, a&ivity, enthu-
fiafm; they are rich in rapine; and, although their
ftrength may be only that of a phrenzy fever,they
may do infinite mifchief to their neighbours before
they can be reduced to a firait wailtcoat. I dread
the effects that may be produced on the minds of
the people by the increafe of debt and taxes, pro-
bable lofles, and poflible mifmanagement. Our
trade muft fuffer; and though projecis of invafion
have been always abortive, I cannot forget that
the fleets and armies of Europe have failed before
the towns in America, which kave been taken
and plundered by a handful of Buccaneers. Iknow
nothing of Pitt as a war minifter; but it affords
me much fatisfaction that the tntrepld wifdom of the
new chancellor *** is introduced into the cabinet. I
wifh , not merely on your own account, that you
were placed in an active, ufeful Rtation in government.
1 fhould not diflike you fecretary at war.

1 have little more to fay of myfelf, or of my journey
to England: you know my intentions, and the great
events of Europe muft determine whether they can
be carried into execution this fummer, If ***** has

X z
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warmly adopted youridea, I fhallfpeedily hear from
him ; but, in truth, I know not what will be my
anfwer: Ifeedifficulties which at fir(t did not occur:
I doubt my own perfeverance, and my fancy begins
to wander into new paths. The amufement of reading
and thinking may perhaps fatisfy a man who has paid
his debt to the public; and there is more pleafure
in building caftles in the air than on the ground. I
fhall contrive fome fmall affiftance for your corre-
fpondent , though I cannotlearn any thing that dif-
tinguifhes him from many of his countrymen; we
have had our full fhare of poor emigrants : but if you
wifh that any thing extraordinary fhould be done
for this man, you muftfend me a meafure. Adicu.
1 embrace my Lady and Maria, as alfo Louifa, if with
you. Perhaps I may foon write, without expecling
an anfwer. Ever yours.

To the Same. X

LAvusANNE , April2y, 1793.

MY deareflt Friend, for fuch you moft truly are,
nor does there exilt a perfon who obtains, orfhall
ever obtain, a fuperior place in my eRleem and
affection.

After too long a filence I was {itting down to write,
when, only yelterday morning (fuch 1s now the
irregular flownefs of the Englifh poft ), I was fuddenly
firuck , indeed ftruck to the heart, by the fatal in-
telligence *** from Sir Henry Clinton and Mr. de
Laliy. Alas! what is life, and what are our hopes
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and projects! When I embraced her at your depar-
ture from Laufanne, could Iimagine that it was for
the Ialt time ? when I poftponed to another fummer
my journey to England , cou]d I apprehend that I
never, never fhould fee her again ? [ always hoped
that the would fpin her fceb]e thread to a long dura.
tion, and that her delicate frame would furvive (as
is often the cafe) many conflitutions of a flouter
appearance. In four days! inyour abfence, in that
of her children! But fheis now at relt; and if there
be a future life , her mild virtues have furely entitled
her to the reward of pure and perfect felicity. Itis
for you that I feel, and I canjudge of your fentiments
by comparing them with my own. Ihave loft, it is
true, an amiable and affectionate friend , whom I
had known and loved above three and-twenty years,
and whom loften ftyled by the endearing name of
filter. But you are deprived of the companion of
your life, the wife of your choice, and the mother
of your children; poor children ! the livelinefs of
IMaria, and the foftnefs of Louifa, render them almoft
equally the objedls of my tendereft compaffion. 1do
not wifh toaggravate your grief; but, in the fincerity
of friend(bip, I cannot hold a different language. I
know the impotence of reafon, and I much fear that
the {trength of your chara&er will ferve to make a
fharper and more lafting impreffion.

T he only confolation in thefe melancholy trials to
which human life is expofed , the only one at leaftin
which I have any confidence ; is the prefence of a
real friend; and of that, as far as it depends on
mylelf, you fhall not be deflitute. I regret the few

X 3
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days that muft be loft in fome neceffary preparations;
but [ truft that to - morrow fe’'nnight { May the fifth}
I thall be able to fet forwards on my journey to Eng-
land; and when this letter reaches you, I fhall be
confiderably advanced on my way. As it is yet
prudent to keep at a relpectful diftance from the
banks of the French Rhine, 1 fhall incline a lictle to
the right, and proceed by Schaffhoufe and Stutgard
to Frankfort and Cologne : the Auftrian Nether.
lands arenow open and fafe, and I am fure of being
able atleaft to pafs from Oftend to Dover; whence,
without paffing through London, I fhall purfue the
direct road to Sheffield- Place. Unlefs I (honld meet
with fome unforefeen accidents and delays, lhope,
before the end of the month to fhare your folitude,
and fympathize with your grief. All the difficulties
of the journey , which my indolence had probably
magnified, have now difappeared before a fironger
paffion ; and you will not be forry to hear, that, as
far as Frankfort to Cologne , 1 fhall enjoy the advan.
tage of the fociety, the converfation, the German
language, and the active affiltance of Severy. His
attachment to me is the fole motive which prompts
him to undertake this troublefome journey; and as
foon as he has feen me over the rougheft ground,
he will immediately return to Laufanne. The poor
young man loved Lady S. asa mother, and the whole
family is deeply affected by an event which reminds
them too painfully of their own misfortune. Adieu.
1 could write volumes, and fhall therefore break off
abruptly. 1fhall write on the road , and hope to find
a few lines pofle reflante at Frankfort and Bruofiels.
Adieu’; ever yours,
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To the Same.
My DEAR FRIEND. LausaNNE, May 1%93.

E must write a few lines before my departure,
though indeed [ fcarcely know what to fay. Nearly
atortnight has now elapfed fince the firlt melancholy
tidings , without my having received the {lightelt
fubfequent accounts of your healch and fituation.
Your own filence announces too forcibly how much
you are involved in your feelings; and 1 can but
too eafily conceive that a letter to me would be more
painful than to an indifferent perfon. But thatami-
able man Count Lally might furely have written a
fecond time; but your fifter, who is probably with
you; but Maria! — alas! poor Maria! I am left
in a flate of darknefls to the workings of my own
fancy , which imagines every thing that is fad and
fhocking. What can I think of for your relief and
comfort? 1 will not expatiate on thofe common.
place topics, which have never dried a fingle tear;
but let me advife , let me urge you to force yourfelf
into bufinels , as I would try to force myfelf into
ftudy. The mind muft not beidle ; ifitbe not exer-
cifed on external objects, it will prey on its own
vitals. A thoufand little arrangements, which muoft
precede a long journey, have pofiponed my depar-
ture three or four days beyond the term which I had.
§irlt appointed ; but all is now in order, and I fet
off to - mOIrow , the ninth inftant, with my valet de :
chambre, a courier on horfeback, and Severy, with
his fervant, as far as Frankfort. I calculate my arrival
X4
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at Shefficld-Place (how T dread and defire to fea
that manfion!) for the firlt week in June, foon after
ghis letter; but [ will try to fend you fome later
intelligence. 1 never found myfelf fironger, or in
berter health. The German road is now cleared,
both of enemies and allies, and though I muft expect
fatigue, 1 bave not any apprehenfions of danger.
It is fcarcely poffible that you fhould meet me at
Frankfort, but I (hall be much difappointed at not
finding a line at Bruffels or Oftend. Adieu. Ifthere
be any invifible guardians,, may they watch over you
and yours! Adieu. ;

o the Same.

FRANKFORT , May 19th, 1993.

AND here I am in good health and fpirits, after
one of the eafieft, fafelt, and pleafantelt journies
which I ever performed in my whole life; not the
appearance ofan enemy , and hardly the appearance
ofa war. Yec I hear, as [ am writing, the cannon of
the diege of Mayence, at the diftance of twenty
miles ; and long, very long, will it be heard. It is
confelled on all fides, that the French fight with a
courage worthy of a better caufe. The town of May.
ence is ftrong, their artillery admirable; they are
already reduced to horfe-flefh, butthey have ftill the
refource of eating the inhabitants, and atlaft of eating
one another ; and, if that repaft could be extended
to Paris and the whole country , it might effentially
contribute to the relief of mankind. Our operations
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are carried on with more than German flownefs,
and when the befieged are quiet, the befiegers are
perfe@ly fatisfied with their progrefs. A fpirit of
divifion undoubtedly prevails ; and the chara&er of
the Pruffians for courage and difcipline 1s funk lower
than you can poflibly imagine, Their glory has expi-
red with Frederick. 1 am forry to have miffed
Lord blgin, who is beyond the Rhine with the King
of Pruffia. As Iam impatient, Ipropofe fetting for-
wards to-morrow afternoon, and fhall reach Oftend
10 lefs than exght days. The paffage muft depend on
winds and packets; and 1 hope to find at Brufiels or
Dover a letter which will dire& me to Sheffield-Place
or Downing-Street. Severy goes back from hence.
Adieu: I embrace the dear girls, Ever yours.

To the Same.
BrusseLs, May 24th, ‘1993,

THIS day, between two and three o'clock in the
afternoon, I am arrived at this place in excellent
prefervation My expedition, which is now drawing
toa clofe, has been a journey of perfeverance rather
than {peed, of fome labor fince Frankfort, but with-
out the fmalleft degree of dlfﬁculty ordanger Asl
have every morning been feated in the chaife foon
after fun-rife, 1 propofe indulging to-morrow till
eleven o’clock, and going that day no farther than
Ghent. On Wednefday the 29th inflant I fhall reach
Oftend in good time, juft eight days, according to
my former reckoning, from Frankfort. Beyondthat
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I can fay nothing pofitive ; but fhould the winds be
propitious, it is poffible that [ may appear next
Saturday, June firlt, in Downing Street. Afterthat
earlielt date. you will expe@ me day by day till I
arrive. - Adien. Tembrace the dear girls, and falute
Mrs. Holroyd. 1 rejoice that you have anticipated
my advice by plunging into bufinefs; but | fhould
now be forry if that bufinefs, howeverimportant,
detained uvs long in town I do not with to make a
public exhibition, and only figh to enjoy you and
the precious remnant in the folitude of Sheffield=
Place. Ever yours.

If I am fuccefsful I may outfrip or accompany
this letter. Your’s and Maria’s waited for me here,
and over-paid the journey,
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TH B preceding Letters intimate that, in return
for my vifit to Laufannein 1791, Mr. Gibbon engaged
to pafs a year with me in England ; that the war
having rendered travelling exceedingly inconves
nient, efpecially to a perfon who, from his bodily
infirmities, required every accommodation , pre-
vented his undertaking fo formidable a journey at
the time he propofed. :
The call of friendthip, however, was fufficient
to make him overlook every perfonal confideration,
when he thought his prefence might prove a confola-
tion. I muft ever regard it as the moft endearing
proofof hisfenfibility , and ofhis poffelling the true
fpiric of friend(hip, that after having relinquifhed the
thoughtofhisintended vifit, he haftened to England,
in fpite of increafing impediments , to foothe me by
the moft generous {fympathy, and to alleviate my
domefticaffli¢tion ; neither his great corpulency, nor
his extraordinary bodily infirmities, norany other
confideration, could prevent him a moment from
refolving on an undertaking that might have deterred
the moft active young man. He, almoft immediately,
with alertnefs by no means natural to him,undertook
a great circuitous journey, along the frontlers ofan
enemy , worfe than favwge within the found of
their cannon, within the range of the light troops of
the different armies, and throughroads ruined by the
enormous machinery of war.
The readinefs with which he engaged in this kind
office of friendfhip, ata time when afelfifh fpirit might
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have picaded a thoufand reafons for declining fo
hazardous a journey, confpired , with the peculiar
charms of his fociety to render his arrival a cordial to
my mind. L hadthe fatisfaction of finding that his own
delicate and precarious health had not [uffered in the
fervice of his friend, a fervice in which he difregarded
his own perfonal infirmities. He arrived inthe begin-
ning of Juneat my houfe in Downing Street, fafe and
in good dealth; and after we had paffed about a month
together in London, we fettled at Sheffield-Place for
the fummer; where his wit, learming, and cheerful
politenefs delighted a great variety of characers.
Although he was inclined to reprefent his health as
better than it really was, his habitval diflike to mo.
tion appeared to increale; his inaptnels to exercife con-
fined him to the library and dining-room, and there
he joined my friend Mr. Frederick North, in plea-
fantargumentsagainft exercife in general He ridicu.
led the unfettled and reftlefs difpofition that fammer,
the moft uncomfortable, as he faid, ofall feafons, ge-
nerally gives to thofe who have the free ufe of their
limbs, Such arguments were little required to keep
fociety within doors, when his company was only
there to be enjoyed; for neither the finenefs of the
feafon, nor the moft promifing parties of pleafure,
could tempt the company of either fex to defert him.
Thofe who have enjoyed the fociety of Mr. Gib.
bon will agree with me, that his converfation was
4till more captivating than his writings., Perhaps no
man ever divided time more fairly between literary
labor and focial enjoyment ; and hence, probably, he
derived his peculiar excellence of making hisvery ex.




tenfive knowledge contribute, in the highelt degree,
to the ufe or pleafure of thofe with whom he conver-
fed. He united, in the happieft manngr imaginable,
twa characters which are not often found in the fame
perfon, the profound fcholarand the fafcinating com-
panion.

It would be fuperfluous to attempt a very minute
delineation ‘of a character which is fo diltinctly mar-
ked in the Memoirs and Letters. He has defcribed
himfelf without referve, and with perfect fincerity.
The Letters, and efpecially the extracts from the
Journal, which could not have been wricten with any
purpofe of being feen, will make the reader perfectly
acquainted with the man.

Fxcepting a vifit to Lord Egremont and VMr. Hay.
ley, whom he very particularly efteemed, Mr Gib-
bon was not abfent from Sheffield Place till the begin-
ning of O&ober, when we were reluctantly obliged
to part with him, that he might perform bis engage-
ment to Virs. Gibbon at Bath, the widow of his fa-
ther, who had early deferved, and invariably retained,
his affection. From Bath he proceeded to Lord Spen-
fer’s at Althorp, a family which he always met with
uncommon fatisfaction. He continued in good healch
during the whole fummer, and in excellent fpirits (I
never knew him enjoy better); and when he went
from Sheffi=ld-Place, little did I imagine it would be
the laft time I fhould have the inexpreflible pleafure
of feeing him there in full poffeffion of health.

The few following fhort letters. though notimpor-
tant in themfelves, will fill up this part of the narra.
tive better, and more agreeably, than any thing 1 can
fubltitute in their place.
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Epwarp Gir N Efg. to the Riglit Hon. Lord
SHEFPIELD.

October 2d, 1493

THE Cork Street hotel has anfwered its recom-
mendation ; 1t is clean, convenient, and quiet. My
firlt evening was paffed at home in a very agreeable
#¢te-a-tele with my friend Elmfley. Yelterday 1 dined
at Craufurd’s with an excellent fet, in which were Pel-
hamand Lord Egremont. I dineto-day with my Por-
tuguefe friend, Madame de Sylva, at Grenier’s ; moft
probably with Lady Webfter, whom I metlaft night
at Devonfhire-Houfe; aconfiant, though late, refore
of fociety. The Duchefs isas good, and Lady Eliza.
beth as feducing, asever. No news whatfoever. You
will fee in the papers Lord Harvey’s memorial. Ilove
vigor, but it is furely a ftrong meafure to tell a gen-
tleman you have refolved to pafs the winter in his
houfe. London is not difagreeable; yet I {hall pro-
bably leave it Saturday. If any thing fhould occur,
I will write. Adieu; ever yours.

o the Same.

SUNDAY afternoon I left London and Iay at Rea-
ding, and Monday in very good time I reached this
place, after a very pleafant airing ; and amalways fo
much delighted and improved, with this union of
eafe and motion, that, were not the expenfe encrmous,
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I would travel every year fome hundred miles,
more elpecially in England. I paffed the day with
Mrs. G. yefterday. In mind and converfation fhe is
jult the fame as twenty years ago. She has (pirits, ap-
petite, legs, and eyes, and talks of living till ninety ***.
I can fay from my heart, Amer. We dine at two,
and remain together till nine; but, although we have
much to fay, I am not forry that fhe talks of introdu.
cing a third or fourthactor. Lord Spenfer expeds me
about the 20th; but if I can do it without offence, I
fhall fteal away two or three days fooner, and you
fhall have advice of my motions. The troubles of
Briftol have been ferious and bloody. I know not
who was in fault; butldo notlike appeafing the mob
by the extin@ion of the toll. and the removal of the
Hereford militia, who had done their duty, Adieu.
The girls muft dance at Tunbridgre. What would
dear little auntfay 1f I was to anfwer herletter ? Ever
yours, &c.

York-House, BATH,

O&ober gth, 1793.

1 full follow the old {tyle, though the Convention
has abolifhed the Chrifhian era, with months, weeks,
days, &c.

To the Same,
' YorK.Housg, BATH, O&:ber 13th, 1793.
IANI as ignorant of Bath in general as if I were ftill

at Sheflield. My impatience to get away makes me
think it becter to devote my whole time to Mis. G.;
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and dear lictle aunt, whom I tenderly falute, will exs
cufe me to her two friends, Vrs. Hartley and Prefton,
if 1 make little or no ufe of her kind introduction. A
téte-a-téte of eight or nine hours every day is rather
difficult to fupport; yet I do affure you, that our
converfation flows with more eafe and {pirit when we
are alone, than when any auxiliaries are fummoned
to our aid. She is indeed a wonderful woman,
and I think all her faculties of the mind fronger, and
more active, than I have ever known them. 1 bave
fettled, that ten full days may be fufficient for all the
purpofes of our interview. Ifhould therefore depart
next Friday. the eighteenth inftant, and am indeed
cxpeded at Althorpe on the twentieth; but I may
poffibly reckon without my hoft, asIhavenotyetap-
prized Mrs. G. of the term of my vifit; and will cer-
tainly not quarrel with her for a fhort delay. Adieu. L
muft have fome political fpeculations. The campaign,
atleaft on our fide, feems to beat an end. Everyours.

t

To the Same.
ALTHORP LIBRARY, Tuefday, four o’clock.

WE have fo completely exhaufted this morning
among the firft editions of Licero, that I can mention
only my departure hence to-morrow, the fixth n-
ftant. I fhall lie quietly at Woburn, and reach Lon-
don in good time Thurfday. By the following polt I
will write fomewhat more largely. My fay in Lon-
don will depend, partly on my amufement, and your

being fixed at Sheffield-Place; unlefs you think I can
be
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be comfortably arranged fora week ortwo with yen
at Brighton. The military rerrarks feem good; but
now to what purpofe ? Adicu. I embrace and much
rejoice in Louifa’s improvement. Lord Offory was
from heme at Farning-\W cods.

To the Same,
LoNpoN, Friday, Nov. gth, four o’clock.

‘W ALPOLE has juft delivered yours, and I haften
the direction, that you may notbeat a lofs. I will
write to-morrow, but lam now fatigued, and rather
unwell. Adieu. Ihave notfeen afoul except Elm{ley.

4o the Same,
ST. JAMES’S-STREET, Nov. gth, 1793:

As1 dropt yefterday the word unweil, I flatter my-
felf that the family would have been a little alarmed
by my filence to-day. Iam ftill awkward, though
without any fufpicions of gout, and have fome idea
of having recourfe to medical advice. YetIcreep out
to-day in a chair, to dine with Lord Lucan, Butas it
will be literally my firlt going down [tairs, and as
fcarcely any oneis apprized of my arrival, I know no-
thing, I have heard nothing, 1 have nothing to fay.
My prefentlodging, ahoufe of Elmf{ley’s, is cheerful,
convenient, fomewhat dear, but not fo much asa
hotel, a fpecies of habitation for which I have not con-
ceived any great affection. Had you been fationary
at Sheffield, you would have feen me before cthe twen-
Vou. L, Y
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tieth; for I am tired of rambling, and pant for my
home; that is to fay, foryour houfe But whether1fhall
have courage to brave * * * *and a bleak down,
time only can difcover. Adieu. I wifh you back to
Shefhield Place The health of dear Louifa is doubtlefs
the firlt objec; but I did not expe& Brighton after
Tunbridge. Whenever dear little aunt is feparate
from you, I fhall certainly write to her; but at pre-
fent how is it poffible ? Everyours.

To the Same, at Brighthelmfione.
ST. JAMEY’s.-STRERT, Nov. r1thy, 1793,

IMUST at length withdraw the veil before my ftate
of health, though the naked truth may alarm you more
than a fit of the gout. Have you never obferved,
through my inexpreflibles, alarge prominency circa
geniialia, which, asitwas oot atall painful, and very
lictle troublefome, 1had firangely negle@ed for many
years ? But fince my departure from Sheffield Place
it has increafed, (moft ftupendoufly,) is increafing, and
oughtto be diminifhed. Yefterday Ifent for Farquhar,
who is allowed to be a very (kilful furgeon. After
viewing and palping, be very ferioufly defired to call
in affitance, and has examined it again to day with
IMr. Cline, a furgeon, as he {ays, of the'firlt eminence,
They both pronounce it a /ydrocele, (a colleCtion
of water,) which muft be let out by the operation of
tapping ; but, from its magnitude and long negled,
they think it a moft extraordinary cafle, and wifh to
have another furgeon, Dr Bayley, prefent. If the
bufinefs (hould go off fmoothly, 1 fhall be delivered
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from my burden, (it is almoft as big as a fmall child,)
and walk about in four or five days with a trufs. But
the medical gentlemen, who never {peak quite plain,
infinuate to me the pofiibility of an inflammation, of
fever, &c. lam not appalled at the thoughts of the
operation, which isfixed for Wednefday next, twelve
o'clock ; butit has occurred to me, that you might
wifh to be prefent, before and afterwards, till the cri-
fis was palt; and to give you that opportunity, Ifhall
folicit a delay till Thur{day, or even Friday. In the
mean while, I crawl about with fome labor, and
much indecency, to Devonfhire-Houle (where I left
all the fine Ladies making flannel wailtcoats); Lady
Lucan’s, &c. Adieu. Varnifh the bufnefs for the Lae
dies; yetlamafraid it will be public;—the advantage
of being notorious. Ever yours.

.
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IMMEDIATELY on receiving the laft letter, I went
the fame day from Brighthelmftoneto London, and
was agreeably furprifed to find that Mr. Gibbon had
dined at Lord Lucan’s, and did not return to his lods
gings, where I waited for him, till eleven o’clock at
night. Thofe who have feen him within the Jaft eight
or ten years, muft be furprifed to hear, that he could
doubt, whether his diforder was apparent. Whenhe
returned to England in 1787, I was greatly alarmed
by a prodigiousincreafe, whichIalwaysconceived to
proceed from arupture. Idid notunderftand why he,
who had talked with me on every other fubject rela=
tive to himfelf and his affairs without referve, fhould
never in any fhape hint at a malady fo troublefome;
but on fpeaking to his valet de chambre, he told me,
IMr. Gibbon could not bear the leaft allufion to that
fubje®, and never would fuffer bim to potice it. I
confulted fome medical perfons, who with me fuppo-
fing it to be a rupture, were of opinion that nothing
could be done, and faid that he furely muft have bad
advice, and of courfe had taken all neceffary precau-

% tions. He now talked freely with me about his difor.
der; which, hefaid, beganintheyear 1761; thathe
then confulted Vr. Hawkins the furgeon, who did
not decide whether it was the beginning of a rupture,
or an hydrocele, but he defired to fee Mr. Gibbon
again when he came to town. Mr. Gibbon not feel
ing any pain, nor fuffering any inconvenience, as he
faid, never returned to Mr. Hawkins ; and although
the diforder continued to increafe gradually, and of
late years very much indeed, he never mentioned it
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toany perfon, however incredible it may appear, fromy
1761 to November 1793. I told him, that I had al-
ways fuppofed there was no doubt of its being a rup.
ture; his anfwer was, that he never thought fo, and
that he, and the furgeons who attended him, were of
opinion that it was an hydrocele. It is now certain
that it was origisally a rupture, and thatan hydrocele
had lately taken place in the fame part; and it is re-
markable, that his legs, which had been fwelled about
the ankle, particularly one of them, fince he had the
erifipelasin 1790, recovered their former fhape asfoon
as the water appeared in another part, which did not
happen till between the time he left Sheffield-Place, in
the beginning of O&ober, and his arrival at Althorpe,
towards the latter end of that month. On the Thurf-
day following the date of his lalt letter, Mr. Gibbon
was tapped for the firfttime; four quarts of a tranfpa.
rent watery fluid were difcharged by that operation,
Neither inflammation nor fever enfued; the tumor
was diminifhed to nearly half its fize ; the remaining
part was a foft irregular mafs. I had been with him
two days before, and 1 continued with him above a
week after the firft tapping, during which time he ed-
joyed his ufual fpirits; and the three medical gentle-
men who attended him will recolleét his pleafantry,
even during the operation. He was abroad againin a
few days, butthe water evidently collecting very faft,
it was agreed that a fecond puncture fhould be made
a fortnight after the firft. Knowing that 1 fhould be
wanted at ameeting in the country, he preffed me to
attend it, and promifed that foon after the fecond ope-
ration was performed he would follow me to Shefficld.

X3
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Place ; but before hearived I received the two follow.
ing Letters:

Mr. GIBBON ta Lord SHEFFIELD, af Brighton.

ST. JAMES’S STREET, Nov. 25th, 1793

THOUGH Farquhar has promifed to write you a
line, I conceive you may not be forry to hear direétly
fromme. Theoperation ofyefterday was much long-
er, more fearching, and more painful than the former;
but it has eafed and lightened me to a much greater
degree """, No inflammation, no fever, a delicious
night, leave to go abroad to-morrow, and to go out
of town when I pleafe, en attendant the future mea.
fures of a radical cure. If you hold your intention of
returning next Saturday to Sheffield-Place, I fhall pro-~
bably join you about the Tuefday following, after
having pafled two nights at Beckenham '**. The
Devons are going to Bath, and the hofpitable Crau.
furd follows them. I paffed a delightful day with
Burke; an odd one with Monfignore Erfkine, the
Pope’s Nuncio. Of public news, you and the papers
Know more than I do. We feem to have firong fea
and land hopes; nordo I diflike the Royalifts having:

beaten the Sans Culottes, and taken Dol. How many
minutes will it take to guillotine the feventy.three
new members of the convention, who are now arref.
ed 2 Adieu; ever yours.
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To the Same.

ST.JAMES's.STREET, Nov. 30th, 1793,

IT will not be in my power areach Sheffield-Place
quite fo foon as I wifhed and expected. Lord Auck-
land informs me, that he fhall be at Lambeth next
week, Tuefday, Wednefday, and Thurfday. I have
therefore agreed to dine at Beckenham on Friday.
Saturday will be fpent there, and unlefs fome extraor-
dinary temptation thould detain me another day, you
will fee me by four o’clock Sunday the ninth of De-
cember. 1 dine to morrow with the Chancellor at
Hampflead, and, what I do not like at this time of
the year, without a propoful to ftay all night. Yetl
would not refule, more efpecially asIhad denied him
on a former day. My health 1s good; but I fhall have
a tinal interview with Farquhar before 1 leave town.
We are ftill in darknefs about Lord Howe and the
French fhips, but hope feems to preponderate. Adieu.
Nothing that relates to Louifa can be forgotten. Ever
yours.

Mr. Gibbon generally took the opportunity of paf-
fing a night or two with his friend Lord Auckland, at
Eden-Farm, (ten miles from London,) on his paffage
to Sheffield-Place; and notwithftanding his indifpo-
fitton, he had lately made an excurfion thither from
London; when he was much pleafed by meeting the
Archbithop of Canterbury, of whom he exprefled a
high opinion. He returned to London, to dine with
Lord Loughborough, to meet Mr. Burke, Mr. Wind.
ham, and particularly Mr. Pitt, with whom he was

Y 4




sot acquainted ; and in his Jaft journey to Suffex, he
revifited Fden-Farm, and was much gratified by the
opportunity of again feeing, during a whole day, Mr,
Pitt, who paffed the night there. From Lord Auck-
and’s, Mr. Gibbon 1 oceeded to Sheffield-Place; and
bis difcourfe was never morebrilliant nor more enter-
taining, than on his arrival. The parallels he drew,
and the comparifons he made, between the leading
men of this country, were (ketched in his beft manner,
and were infinitely interefting. However, this laft
vifit to Sheffield Place became far different from any
he had ever made before. That ready, cheerful, va-
rious, and illuminating converfation, which we had
before admired in him, was not now always to be
found in the library o the dining-room. He moved
with difficulty, and retired from company fooner
than he had been ufed to do. On the twenty-third of
December, his appetite began to fail him. He obfer-
ved to me, thatit wasavery bad {ign with him when
he could not eat his breakfaft, which he had done a¢
all times very heartily ; and this feems to have been
the ftrongeft expreffion of apprehenfion that he was
ever obferved to utter. A confiderable degree of
fever now made its appearance. Inflammation arofe,
from the weight and the bulk of the tumor. Water
again colle@ed very faft, and when the fever went
off, he never entirely recovered his appetite even for
breakfaft. I became very uncafy indeed at his fitua-
tion towards the end of the month, and thought it
neceffary to advifehim to fec out for London. He had
before fettled his plan toarrive there about the middle
@fJangar:;. I had company in the houfe, and we ex-
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pected one of his particular friends; but he was ob.
liged to facrifice all focial pleafure to the immediate
attention which his health required. He wentto Lon-
don on the feventh of January, and the next day Ire.
ceived the following billet; the laft he everwrote:

Epwarp Gi5B0N Efg. 70 Lord SHEFFIELD.
ST. JAMES's-STREET, four o’clock, Tuelday.

% THis date fays every thing, I wasalmoft killed
% between Sheffield-Placeand Eaft-Grinfted, by hard,
“ frozen, long, and crofs ruts, that would difgrace
 the approach of an Indian wig-wam. The reft was
“ fomething lefs painful; and I reached this place
“ half-dead, but not ferioufly feverifh, or ill. 1found
¢ adinner invitation from Lord Lucan; but whatare
% dinners to me ? 1 wifh they did not know of my
“ departure. Icatch theflying poft. What an effort!
« Adieu, till Thurfday or Friday.”

By his own defire, I did not follow him till Thur{-
day the ninth. Ithen found him far from well. The
tumor more diftended than before, inflamed, and ul-
cerated in feveral places. Remedies were applied to
abate the inflammation ; but it was not thought pro-
per to puncture the tumor for the third time, till
Monday the 13th of January, when no lefs than fix
quarts of fluid were difcharged. He feemed much
relieved by the evacuation, His fpirits continued
good. He talked, asufual, of paffing his time at houfes
which he had often frequented with great pleafure,
the Duke of Devonfhire’s, Mr. Craufurd’s, Lord
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Spenfer’s, Lord Lucans, Sir Ralph Payne’s, and Mr,
Bate’s; and when I told him that | fhould not return
tothe country, as | had intended, he prefled me to g03
knowing | had an engagement there on public bufi-
nefs, he faid, “you may be back on Saturday, and [
“ intend to go on T huifday to Devonthire Houfe.”
Thad not any apprehenfion that his life was in danger,
although | began to fear that he might notbereftored
to a comfortable Rate, and that motion would be
very troublefome to him; but he talked of a radical
cure. He faid, that it was fortunate the diforder had
fhown itfelf while he wasin England, where hemight
procure the beft affiftance ; and if a radical cure could
not be obtained before his return to Laulinne, there
was an able furgeon at Geneva, who could come to
tap him when it (hould be neceffary.

On Tuefday the fourteenth, when the rifk of in=
flammation and fever from the laft operation was f{up.
pofed to be over, as the medical gentlemen who atten.
ded him exprefled no fears for his life, I went that af
ternoan part of the way to Suffex, and the following
day reached Sheffield-Place. The next morning, the
fixteenth, Ireceived by the poft a good account of
Mr. Gibbon, which mentioned alfo that he hourly
gained firength. In the evening came a letter by ex-
prefs, dated noon that day, which acquainted me that
Mr. Gibbon had had a violent attack the preceding
night, and that is was not probable he fhould live till
Lcould come to him. Ireached his lodgings in St. Ja-
mes's-fireet about midnight, and learned that my
friend had expired a quarter before one o’clock that
day, the fixtecnth of January 1794
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After 1 left him on Tuefday afternoon the four.
teenth, he{aw fome company, Lady Lucanand Lady
Spenfer, and thought himfelf well enough at night to
omit the opium draught, which he had been ufed to
take for fome time. He flept very indifferently ; before
nine the next morning he rofe, but could not eat his
breakfalt. However, he appeared tolerably well, yet
complained at times of a pain in his ftomach. At one
o'clock he received a vifit of an hour from Madame de
Sylva, and at three, hisfriend, Mr. Craufurd, of Au-
chinames, (whom he always mentioned with particu.
lar regard,) called, and ftayed with him till paft five
o'clock. They talked, as ufual, on various fubjeds;
and twenty hours before his death, Mr. Gibbon hap-
pened to fall into a converfation, not uncommon with
him, on the probable duration of hislife. He faid, that
be thought himfelf a good life for ten, twelve, or per-
haps twenty years. About fix, he ate the wing of a
chicken, and drank three glaffes of Mladeira. After
dinner he became very uneafly and impatient ; com-
plained a good deal, and appeared fo weak, that his
fervant was alarmed. IMIr. Gibbon had fent to his
friend and relation, Mr. Robert Darell, whofe houfe
was not far diftant, defiring to fee him, and adding,
that he had fomething particular to fay. But, unfortu-
nately, this defired interview never took place.

During the evening he complained much of his
ftomach, and of a difpofition to vomit. Soon after
nine, he took his opium draught, and went to bed.
About ten, he complained of much pain, and defired
that warm napkins might be applied to his {tomach.
He almolt inceffantly exprefled a fenfe of pain til}
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sbout four o'dlock in the morning, when he faid he
found his tomach much eafier. About feven, the fer-
vantafked, whether he (hould fend for Mr, Farquhar?
he anl{wered, no; that he was as well as he had been
the day before. Atabouthalf paft eight, he gotoutof
bed, and faid he was “plus adroit” than he had been
for three months palt, and gotinto bed again, without
afliltance, better than nfual. About nine, hefaid that
he would rife. The fervant, however, perfuaded him
toremain in bed till Mr. Farqubar, who was expected
at eleven, fhould come. Till about that hour he
fpoke with great facility. Mr. Farquhar came at the
time appointed, and he was then vifibly dying. When
the valet de chambre returned, after attending Mr.Far-
quhar out of the room, Mr. Gibbon faid, < Pourguoi
¢f? ce que vous me quittez?” 'This was about half paft
eleven. Attwelve, he drank fome brandy and water
from a tea.pot, and defired his favorite fervant to ftay
with him. Thefe were the lalt words he pronounced
articulately. To thelaft he preferved his fenfes; and
when he could no longer fpeak, his fervant having
alked a queftion, he made a fign, to fhow that he un-
derftood him. He was quite tranquil, and did not
flir; his eyes half-fhut. About a quarter before one,
be ceafed to breathe "’ ;

The valet de chainbre obferved, that Mr. Gibbon
did pot, at any time, (how the lealt fign of alarm, or
apprehenfion of death; and it does not appear that he
ever thought himfelf in danger, unlefs his defire to
fpeak to Vir. Dareli may be confidered in thatlight.

Perhaps I dwell too long on thefe minute and me-
lancholy circumfances. Yet the clofe of fuch alife can
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hardly fail to interelt every reader; and I know that
the public has received a different and erroncous ac-
count of my friend’s lalt hours.

I can never ceafe to feel regret that I wasnot by his
fide at this awful period : a regret fo firong, thatlcan
exprefs it only by borrowing (as the eloquent Mr.
Mafon has done on a fimilar occafion) the forcible
language of Tacitus: Miki preter acerbitatem amick
erepti, auget meflitiam quod affidere valesudini, fovere
deficientem, fatiari vultu, complexu non contigit, It is
fome confolation to me, that I have not, like Tacitus,
by a long abfence, anticipated the lofs of my friend
feveral years before his deceafe. Although I had not
the mournful gratification of being near him on the
day he expired, yet during his illnefs 1 had not failed
to attend him with that affiduity which his genius,
his virtues, and, aboveall, our long, uninterrupteds
and happy friendfhip demanded.




	[Seite 269]
	[Seite 270]
	[Seite 271]
	[Seite 272]
	[Seite 273]
	[Seite 274]
	[Seite 275]
	[Seite 276]
	[Seite 277]
	[Seite 278]
	[Seite 279]
	[Seite 280]
	[Seite 281]
	[Seite 282]
	[Seite 283]
	[Seite 284]
	[Seite 285]
	[Seite 286]
	[Seite 287]
	[Seite 288]
	[Seite 289]
	[Seite 290]
	[Seite 291]
	[Seite 292]
	[Seite 293]
	[Seite 294]
	[Seite 295]
	[Seite 296]
	[Seite 297]
	[Seite 298]
	[Seite 299]
	[Seite 300]
	[Seite 301]
	[Seite 302]
	[Seite 303]
	[Seite 304]
	[Seite 305]
	[Seite 306]
	[Seite 307]
	[Seite 308]
	[Seite 309]
	[Seite 310]
	[Seite 311]
	[Seite 312]
	[Seite 313]
	[Seite 314]
	[Seite 315]
	[Seite 316]
	[Seite 317]
	[Seite 318]
	[Seite 319]
	[Seite 320]
	[Seite 321]
	[Seite 322]
	[Seite 323]
	[Seite 324]
	[Seite 325]
	[Seite 326]
	[Seite 327]
	[Seite 328]
	[Seite 329]
	[Seite 330]
	[Seite 331]
	[Seite 332]
	[Seite 333]
	[Seite 334]
	[Seite 335]
	[Seite 336]
	[Seite 337]
	[Seite 338]
	[Seite 339]
	[Seite 340]
	[Seite 341]
	[Seite 342]
	[Seite 343]
	[Seite 344]
	[Seite 345]
	[Seite 346]
	[Seite 347]
	[Seite 348]
	[Seite 349]
	[Seite 350]
	[Seite 351]
	[Seite 352]
	[Seite 353]

