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PART I.
PHILIP THE SECOND IN THE NETHERLANDS.

1555- 1559.

CHAPTER I .

Abdication of diaries resolved upon—Brussels in tbe sixteenth century —Hall of the
palace described—Portraits of prominent individuals present at the ceremony—Formali¬
ties of the abdication —Universal emotion—Remarks upon the character and career of
Charles—His retirement at Juste .

On the 25th day of October 1555, the
estates of the Netherlands were assem¬
bled in the great hall of the palace at
Brussels.1

2

They had been summoned
to be the witnesses and the guarantees
of the abdication which Charles V, had
long before resolved upon, and which he
was that day to execute . The emperor,
like many potentates before and since,
was fond of great political spectacles.
He knew their influence upon the
masses of mankind . Although plain,
even to shabbiness, in his own costume,
and usually attired in black,3 no one
ever understood better than he how to
arrange such exhibitions in a striking
and artistic style . We have seen the
theatrical and imposing manner in
which he quelled the insurrection at
Ghent , and nearly crushed the life for
ever out of that vigorous and turbu¬
lent little commonwealth . The closing
scene of his long and energetic reign
he had now arranged with profound
study , and with an accurate knowledge

1 Eml . Van Moteren. Historien der Neder-
landcn , i. f. 16. Pieter Bor. Nederlaudslie
Oorlogen, i . f. 3.

2 Illiberaiior quoque quam tantum dece-
bat Csesarem est habitus —vestitus fere po-
^ olaris, colore atro oblectabatur . Ponti

of the manner in which the requisite
effects were to be produced . The ter¬
mination of his own career, the open¬
ing of his beloved Philip ’s, were to be
dramatised in a manner worthy the
august character of the actors , and the
importance of the great stage where
they played their parts . The eyes of
the whole world were directed upon
that day towards Brussels ; for an im¬
perial abdication was an event which
had not , in the sixteenth century , been
staled by custom.

The gay capital of Brabant , of that
province which rejoiced in the liberal
constitution known by the cheerful
title of the “ joyful entrance, ” was
worthy to be the scene of the impos¬
ing show. Brussels had been a city
for more than five centuries , and at
that day numbered about one hundred
thousand inhabitants .3 Its walls, six
miles in circumference , were already
two hundred years old.4 Unlike most
Netherland cities, lying usually upon
Heuteri Rerum Austriacarum Hist . (Lovanii,
1643), xiv. 34Ga.

2 Lud . Guicciardini . Bclgii Descript .
(Amst . 1600), p. 110, sqq .

4 Ibid . Compare Les Dclicosdes Pays Ba3 ,
par le Pero Griffet (Liege, 1769), L 193, sqq .
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extensive plains, it was built along the
sides of an abrupt promontory . A wide
expanse of living verdure , cultivated
gardens , shady groves, fertile corn¬
fields, flowed round it like a sea. The
foot of the town was washed by the
little river Senne, while the irregular
but picturesque streets rose up the
steep sides of the hill like the semi¬
circles and stairways of an amphi¬
theatre . Nearly in the heart of the
place rose the audacious and exqui¬
sitely embroidered tower of the town-
house , three hundred and sixty -six
feet in height , a miracle of needle-work
in stone, rivalling in its intricate carv¬
ing the cobweb tracery of that lace
which has for centuries been synony¬
mous with the city , and rearing itself
above a facade of profusely decorated
and brocaded architecture . The crest
of the elevation was crowned by the
towers of the old ducal palace of Bra¬
bant , with its extensive and thickly -
wooded park on the left , and by the
stately mansions of Orange, Egmont ,
Aremberg , Culemburg , and other Fle¬
mish grandees on the right .1

2*

The
great forest of Soignies, dotted with
monasteries and convents, swarming
with every variety of game, whither
the citizens made their summer pil¬
grimages, and where the nobles chased
the wild boar and the stag , extended
to within a quarter of a mile of the
city walls.8 The population , as thrifty ,
as intelligent , as prosperous as that of
any city in Europe , was divided into
fifty-two guilds of artisans , among
which the most important were the
armourers , whose suits of mail would
turn a musket -ball ; the gardeners ,
upon whose gentler creations incredible
sums were annually lavished ; and the
tapestry -workers , whose gorgeous fa¬

1 Guicciardini. Le Fere Griffet, ubi sup .
2 Ibid.
* Guicciardini , p . 320.
4 Guicciardini, p, 111. Le Fere Griffet.
* Em. Van Meteren, i . f. 17. Le Pero

Griffet, i . 190. Vandcr Vynekt Nederl .
Beroerteu (Amst . 1S23), i. 109. Guicciar¬
dini , 110.

* Guicc, 116 sqq . Griffet, i . 190, sqq.
7 Reeoeil, par forme do Mcmoires des actcs

et chosos les plus notables quy sont advennes
Pays lias , mis ot redigees par ©script par

Pasquier de la Barvc, natif dc Toumay .

brics were the wonder of the world .*
Seven principal churches , of which the
most striking wasthat of St Gudule,with
its twin towers , its charming facade,
and its magnificently-painted windows,
adorned the upper part of the city.
The number seven was a magic num¬
ber in Brussels, and was supposed at
that epoch, during which astronomy
was in its infancy and astrology in its
prime , to denote the seven planets
which governed all things terrestrial
by their aspects and influences.4 Seven
noble families, springing from seven
ancient castles, supplied the stock from
which the seven senators were selected
who composedthe upper council of the
city . There were seven great squares ,
seven city gates , and upon the occasion
of the present ceremony it was ob¬
served by the lovers of wonderful co¬
incidences that seven crowned heads 5
would be congregated under a single
roof in the liberty -loving city.

The palace where the states -general
were upon this occasion convened, had
been the residence of the Dukes of
Brabant since the days of John the
Second, who had built it about the
year 1300 . It was a spacious and con¬
venient building , but not distinguished
for the beauty of its aichitecture . In
front was a large open square, enclosed
by an*iron railing ; in the rear an ex¬
tensive and beautiful park , filled with
forest trees , and containing gardens
and labyrinths , fish-ponds and game-
preserves , fountains and promenades
race -courses and archery grounds .6

7

The main entrance to this edifice
opened upon a spacious hall, connected
with a beautiful and symmetrical
chapel. The hall was celebrated for
its size, harmonious proportions , and
the richness of its decorations/ It

(MS. in the royal archives of Brussels , f. 5.)
This very curious manuscript , which we shall
often have occasion to cite in the course of
this volume , was discovered a few years
since among some account -books in the
archives of Belgium . Its author was pro-
curour -general at Toumay , until deprived
of his office , in Feb . 1507, by Noircarmes.
The MS. is hill of curious and important de¬
tails for the oventful yoar 1506.—Vide Ga-
ehard . Notice d’un Manuserit ooncernant
l’Hisfc. do Toumay . Com . lloy . d’Hist ., t .
i . No. 1, 2emc Seric du Compte Rendu .
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was the place where the chapters of
the famous order of the Golden Fleece
were held .1 Its walls were hung with
a magnificent tapestry of Arras, repre¬
senting the life and achievements of
Gideon, the Midianite , and giving par¬
ticular prominence to the miracle of
the “ fleece of wool," vouchsafed to
that renowned champion,3 the great
patron of the Knights of the Fleece.
On the present occasion there were
various additional embellishments of
flowers and votive garlands . At the
western end a spacious platform or
stage, with six or seven steps, had been
constructed , below which was a range
of benches for the deputies of the
seventeen provinces.3 Upon the stage
itself there were rows of seats, covered
with tapestry , upon the right hand
and upon the left . These were re¬
spectively to accommodate the knights
of the order and the guests of high
distinction .4 In the rear of these
were other benches, for the members
of the three great councils.

***4

5 In the
centre of the stage was a splendid
canopy, decorated with the arms of
Burgundy , beneath which were placed
three gilded arm -chairs.6

**9

All the seats
upon the platform were vacant, but
the benches below, assigned to the
deputies of the provinces, were already
filled. Numerous representatives from
all the states but two—Gelderland and
Overyssel—had already taken their
places. Grave magistrates , in chain
and gown, and executive officers , in the
splendid civic uniforms for which the
Netherlands were celebrated, already
filled every seat within the space al¬
lotted . The remainder of the hall was
crowded with the more favoured por-

1 Four days before the abdication , namely ,
on the 21st October , Charles had held a
council of the Fleece , at which eleven knights
had been present . To these personages he
had made the first formal communication of
his intention of conceding all his realms to
his son . At the same time he intimated
that , being chief of the order of tbe Golden
Fleece , as sovereign of Burgundy and the
Netherlands , he wished to divest himself of
that dignity in favour of Philip . The king
then retired from the council . The knights
held a formal discussion upon the subject ,
concluding by approving unanimously the
appointment . Philip then re -entered the
apartment , and was congratulated upon bis
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tion of the multitude which had been
fortunate enough to procure admission
to the exhibition . The archers and
hallebardiers of the bodyguard kept
watch at all the doors.7 The theatre
was filled— the audience was eager with
expectation —the actors were yet to
arrive . As the clock struck three , the
hero of the scene appeared. Caesar, as
he was always designated in the classic
language of the day, entered , leaning on
the shoulder of William of Orange.8
They came from the chapel, and were
immediately followed by Philip the
Second and Queen Mary of Hungary .
The Archduke Maximilian, the Duke
of Savoy, and other great personages,
came afterwards , accompanied by a
glittering throng of warriors , council¬
lors, governors, and Knights of the
Fleece.•

Many individuals of existing or fu¬
ture historic celebrity in the Nether¬
lands, whose names are so familiar to
the student of the epoch, seemed to
have been grouped as if by premedi¬
tated design upon this imposing plat¬
form, where the curtain was to fall for
ever upon the mightiest emperor since
Charlemagne, and where the opening
scene of the long and tremendous tra¬
gedy of Philip ’s reign was to be simul¬
taneously enacted . There was the
Bishop of Arras , soon to be known
throughout Christendom by the more
celebrated title of Cardinal Granvelle,
the serene and smiling priest whose
subtle influence over the destinies of
so many individuals then present , and
over the fortunes of the whole land,
was to be so extensive and so deadly.
There was that flower of Flemish chi¬
valry, the lineal descendant of ancient

new office .—Inventaire de la Toison d ’Or ;
Brussels Archives MS., tom . i.

* De la Barre MS., ubi sup . Judges ,
chap . vi .* Gachard . Analectes Belgiques (Paris ,
1830), p . 70- 106 .

4 Ibid . 5 Ibid .
6Ibid ., ubi sup .
1 1bid . Compare Pont . Ilcufc ., xiv . 836.
8 Gachard . Analectes Belgiques , ubi sup .

i Van Meteren , i . 16.
9 Gachard . Anal . Belg ., ubi sup . Pont .

Ileut ., xiv . 836. Wilhelmus Godelaevus .
Historiola de Abdicatione Imperii & Carolo
V. , etc . etc . Apud Schardii Iter , Germ .
Scriptores , tom . ii . 638- 064.
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Frisian kings, already distinguished
for his bravery in many fields, but not
having yet won those two remarkable
victories which were soon to make the
name of Egmont like the sound of a
trumpet throughout the whole coun¬
try . Tall, magnificent in costume,
with dark flowing hair , soft brown eye,
smooth cheek , a slight moustache, and
features of almost feminine delicacy;
such was the gallant and ill-fated La-
moral Egmont .1

*

The Count of Horn,
too , with bold, sullen face, and fan¬
shaped beard—a brave, honest , discon¬
tented , quarrelsome, unpopular man ;
those other twins in doom—the Mar¬
quis Berghen and the Lord of Mon-
tigny ; the Baron Berlaymont , brave,
intensely royal, insatiably greedy for
office and wages, but who, at least,
never served but one party ; the Duke
of Arschot , who was to serve all, essay
to rule all, and to betray all—a splen¬
did seignor, magnificent in cramoisy
velvet, but a poor creature , who traced
his pedigree from Adam,3 according
to the family monumental inscriptions
at Louvain , but who was better known
as grand -nephew of the emperor ’s fa¬
mous tutor , Chifcvres ; the bold, de¬
bauched Brederode, with handsome,
reckless face and turbulent demeanour ;
the infamous Noircarmes, whose name
was to be covered with eternal execra¬
tion , for aping towards his own com¬
patriots and kindred as much of Alva's
atrocities and avarice as he was per¬
mitted to exercise ; the distinguished
soldiers, Meghenand Aremberg—these ,
with many others whose deeds of arms
were to become celebrated throughout
Europe , were all conspicuous in the
brilliant crowd. There , too, was that

1 In the royal gallery at Amsterdam there
are very good original portraits of Egmont ,
Horn , Alva, Orange and all his brothers ,
besides many other contemporary pic¬
tures .

* “ Amplius ibi, res mirandro : marmorca
nrincipum Croyorum monument , ibi genea-
logiam Ducum de Areschot ab Adamo usque
ad prsescntes, ” etc.—Guicciardini , p . 108
(art . Lovanium ) .

* Vita Viglii ab Aytta Zuichemi ab ipso
Viglio Scripta . Apud Hoynck v. Papen -
drecht , i . 1-88. Levensbeschryving beroe-
mede Nod. Mannen und Vrouwen, iv. 75-82.
Prosopograpbia Viglii. Ex . Suf. Petri Decade
xii . de Script . Frisia apud lloynck .

learned Frisian , President Viglius,
crafty , plausible, adroit , eloquent—a
small, brisk man, with long yellow
hair , glittering green eyes, round ,
tumid , rosy cheeks, and flowingbeard .3
Foremost among the Spanish grandees,
and close to Philip , stood the famous
favourite , Buy Gomez, or as lie was
familiarly called “ Re y Gomez” 4

*

(King and Gomez), a man of meri¬
dional aspect , with coal-black hair and
beard , gleaming eyes, a face pallid
with intense application , and slen¬
der but handsome figure ; 6 while in
immediate attendance upon the Em¬
peror was the immortal Prince of
Orange.

Such were a few only of the most
prominent in that gay throng , whose
fortunes , in part , it will be our duty
to narrate ; how many of them passing
through all this glitter to a dark and
mysterious doom 1—some to perish on
public scaffolds, some by midnight
assassination ; others , more fortunate ,
to fall on the battle -field—nearly all ,
sooner or later , to be laid in bloody
graves !

All the company present had risen
to their feet as the Emperor entered .
By his command, all immediately after¬
wards resumed their places. The
benches at either end of the platform
were accordingly filled with the royal
and princely personages invited with
the Fleece Knights , wearing the insig¬
nia of their order , with the members
of the three great councils, and with
the governors. The Emperor , the
King , and the Queen of Hungary , were
left conspicuous in the centre of the
scene. As the whole object of the
ceremony was to present an impressive

* “ Ma il titolo principale che gli vien dato
e di Re i Gomezet non di Rui Gomez, percbe
non par cbe sia stato raui alcun uorno del
monao con alcun principo di tanta autorita
et cosi amato dal suo signor com egli da
questo Re .”—Relazione del Cl. Fed . Bado-
varo Ritomato arabasciatore della Ser. Rep.
Venetians , l’anno 1557. MS. Bibl. de Bour¬
gogne, No. 6085 bis.

* “ Ruy Gomez—d’eta di 89 anni , di me¬
diocre statura , ha occhi pieni di sp ’o, di polo
e burba nero e riccio, di sottil ossatura , di
gagliarda complessione, ma par debole forse
per l’incredibile fatiche cho ogli sostiene , la
quale lo faimo molto pallido," etc .—Bado-
varo MS,
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exhibition , it is worth our while to
examine minutely the appearance of
the two principal characters .

Charles the Fifth was then fifty-five
years and eight months old ; but he
was already decrepit with premature
old age. He was of about the middle
height , and had been athletic and well-
proportioned . Broad in the shoulders ,
deep in the chest , thin in the flank,
very muscular in the arms and legs, he
had been able to match himself with
aril competitors in the tourney and the
ring , and to vanquish the bull with
his own hand in the favourite national
amusement of Spain. He had been
able in the field to do the duty of
captain and soldier, to endure fatigue
and exposure , and every privation ex¬
cept fasting .1 These personal advan¬
tages were nowdeparted . Crippled in
hands , knees, and legs, he supported
himself with difficulty upon a crutch ,
with the aid of an attendant ’s shoul¬
der .2 In face he had always been ex¬
tremely ugly , and time had certainly
not improved his physiognomy. His
hair , once of a light colour, was now
white with age, close-clipped and brist¬
ling ; his beard was gray , coarse, and
shaggy. His forehead was spacious
and commanding ; the eye was dark
blue , with an expression both majestic
and benignant . His nose was aquiline
but crooked. The lower part of his
face was famous for its deformity . The
under lip, a Burgundian inheritance ,

1 Pont . Heut . xiv . 346a . Compare Rela-
zione di Marino Cavalli in Albori, ser . i. vol.
ii . 209 ; Badovaro Relazione, MS .“ Hostem non semel propria manu fe-

riens .”—Pont . Heut .“ Haamazzato il toro, ” etc .—Marino Ca -
valli.

2 Pont . Heut . xiv . 339 .
8 Pont . Heut . xiv . 346. Badovaro MS .—

“ Ha il fronte spatioso, gli occhi celesti, il
naso aquilino alquanto torto , la mascella in-
feriore lunga e larga onde avviene che ella
non pud con giungere i denfci et nel finir le
parole non fe bon intesa . Ha pochi denti
dinanti et fracidi, le carni belle, la barba
corta , spinosa et canuta .”

Comp. Gasp. Contavini apud Albert, ser . i.
vol. ii . p . 60 : “ Tutta la mascella inferiors e
tan to lungha che non pare naturale ma pare
posticcia, onde avvieneche non pud , chiuden -
do la bocca congiungerele denti inferiori con
li superiori , ma gli rimane spazio della gros-
sezza d’un dente , onde nel parlare , massime
nel finire della clausula, balbutiare qual che
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as faithfully transmitted as the duchy
and county , was heavy and hanging ;
the lower jaw protruding so far beyond
the upper , that it was impossible forhim
to bring together the few fragments of
teeth which still remained , or to speak
a whole sentence in an intelligible
voice. Eating and talking , occupations
to which he was always much addicted ,
were becoming daily more arduous , in
consequence of this original defect ,
which now seemed hardly human , but
rather an original deformity .*

So much for the father . The son,
Philip the Second, was a small meagre
man, much below the middle height ,
with thin legs, a narrow chest , and the
shrinking , timid air of an habitual in¬
valid.4 He seemed so little , upon his
first visit to liis aunts , the Queens
Eleanor and Mary, 5 accustomed to
look upon proper men in Flanders and
Germany , that he was fain to win their
favour by making certain attempts in
the tournament, ®in which his success
was sufficiently problematical . “ His
body ,

” says his professed panegyrist ,“ was but a human cage, in which,
however brief and narrow , dwelt a
soul to whose flight the immeasurable
expanse of heaven was too con¬
tracted .

” 7 The same wholesale ad¬
mirer adds , that " his aspect was so
reverend , that rustics who met him
alone in a wood, without knowing him ,
bowed down with instinctive venera¬
tion .” 8 In face he was the living

arola la quale spesso non s’intende molfco
ene.”
* Badovaro MS .—“ E di statura piccolo et

membri minuti —la suacomplessiono feflotn-
matica ct malenconica.”—llelazione del Mag.
M. Giovan. Michele. Venuto Ambasc. d’ln -
ghilfcerra, d 'anno 1557. “ infermo e
valetudinario non solo, perche sia natural -
monte debile, ot persona di poca, anzi di
nessunoexorcitio, ” etc .—MS. Bib. de Bourg.,
No. 6093.

* “ Aunque les parecio pequeSo do cuerpo
—acostumbradns a ver los Aiemannes. ” etc .
—Cabrera. Vita de Felipo Sogundo, Rey de
Espafia (Mad. 1619), lib. i . 12.

« Cabrera, ubi sup.t “ Como si fuera el cuerpo umana jaula
que por mas breve i mas estrecha no la abita
animo a ouyo buelo sea pequeiia laredondar
del cielo.”-- Cabrera, i . 12.

8 “ - que de los rusticos que ni le cono-
scioroti ni vieron en compafiia e solo en una
selva, juzgandolo degno ae toda venoracion,
era saludado con revercncia. ”—Cabrera, i . 4 .
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image of his father ,1

2

having the same
broad forehead, and blue eye, with the
same aquiline , but better propor¬
tioned , nose. In the lower part of the
countenance, the remarkable Burgun¬
dian deformity waslikewisereproduced.
He had the same heavy , hanging lip,
with a vast mouth , and monstrously
protruding lower jaw .3 His com¬
plexion was fair, his hair light and
thin , his beard yellow, short , and
pointed .3 He had the aspect of a
Fleming , but the loftiness of a Spa¬
niard .4 His demeanour in public was
still , silent , almost sepulchral . He
looked habitually on the ground when
he conversed, was chary of speech, em¬
barrassed , and even suffering in man¬
ner .5 This was ascribed partly to a
natural haughtiness , which he had
occasionally endeavoured to overcome,
and partly to habitual pains in the
stomach, occasioned by his inordinate
fondness for pastry .6

Such was the personal appearance of
the man who was about to receive into
his single hand the destinies of half
the world ; whose single will was, for
the future , to shape the fortunes of
every individual then present , of many
millions more in Europe , America, and
at the ends of the earth , and of count¬
less millions yet unborn .

The three royal personages being
seated upon chairs placed triangularly
under the canopy,7 such of the audi¬
ence as had seats provided for them
now took their places, and the pro¬
ceedings commenced. Philibert de
Bruxelles , a member of the privy

1 “ Ifistessa imagine e intento deU ’Impe -
ratore suo padre , conformissimo di carue et
di faccia et lineament © con quella bocca et
Jabro pendente piti dall altro et con tutte
1’altre qualita del Imp . ma da minor sta -
tura .”—MicheleM8.

2 Michele MS. and Badovaro MS . — *‘ 11
labro di sotto grosso cho gli desdiceal quanto
—front grande e bella, gl’occhi di color
celeste et assai grande, ’*etc . etc.

* “ Porta la barba corta , poututa h di polo
bianco et biondo et ha apparonza di fiamengo
jna altiero porche sta su le maniere di Spag-
imolo."—Badovaro MS .

* BiUlovaro MS .
8 ‘*Ma non guarda ordinariamente chi

negotia et tion gli occhi bassi in terra, ”—
Badovaro MS.

8 “ 8i come la natura ha fatto Sua M. di
c u*po debolocosl l’ha fatto al quanto d'animo

council of the Netherlands , arose at
the Emperor ’s command, and made a
long oration .8 He spoke of the Em¬
peror ’s warm affection for the pro¬
vinces, as the land of his birth ; of his
deep regret that his broken health and
failing powers, both of body and mind,
compelled him to resign his sove¬
reignty , and to seek relief for his shat¬
tered frame in a more genial climate .9
Ceesar’s gout was then depicted in
energetic language, which must have
cost him a twinge as he sat there and
listened to the councillor’s eloquence.
“ ’Tis a most truculent executioner, ”
said Philibert : “ it invades the whole
body , from the crown of the head to
the soles of the feet , leaving nothing
untouched . It contracts the nerves
with intolerable anguish , it enters the
bones, it freezes the marrow , it con¬
verts the lubricating fluids of the joints
into chalk, it pauses not until , having
exhausted ana debilitated the whole
body, it has rendered all its necessary
instruments useless, and conquered
the mind by immense torture .” 10 En¬
gaged in mortal struggle with such an
enemy, Ccesar felt himself obliged, as
the councillor proceeded to inform his
audience, to change the Beene of the
contest from the humid air of Flanders
to the warmer atmosphere of Spain.
He rejoiced , however, that his son was
both vigorous and experienced , and
that his recent marriage with the
Queen of England had furnished the
provinces with a most valuable alli¬
ance.11 He then again referred to the
Emperor ’s boundless love for his sub-

timido —et quanto agli effetti delle tempe -
rauza elle ecoedenel mangiare quality di eibi,
RjTCtialmente

intomo & pasticci .”—Badovaro

“ - e pastisce doglie di storaaco e dei
fianchi .”—Ibid.“ - spessissimo sotto posto alio dolori
di stomacho .”—Giov . Michele MS .

7 Godelaevus. De Abdicatione, etc . p , 640.
®Gachard . Anal . Belg. 81-102. P . Bor, i . 3.
®Bor, i . 3, 4 . Pont . Heut . xiv . 336- 338 .

Godelaevus, 640, 642.
10Pont . Heut . SS6.—The historian was pre¬

sent at the ceremony , and gives a very full
report of the speeches , all of which he heard .
His imagination may have assisted his me¬
mory in the task . The other reporters of the
council’s harangue have reduced this patho¬
logical flight of rhetoric to a very small com¬
pass. 11Pont , lleut ., ubi sup .
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jects , and concluded with a tremen¬
dous , but superfluous, exhortation to
Philip on the necessity of maintaining
the Catholic religion in its purity .
After this long harangue , which has
been fully reported by several histo¬
rians who were present at the cere¬
mony, the councillor proceeded to read
the deed of cession, by which Philip ,
already sovereign of Sicily, Naples,
Milan, and titular King of England ,
France , and Jerusalem , now received
all the duchies, marquisates , earldoms,
baronies , cities, towns, and castles of
the Burgundian property , including , of
course, the seventeen Netherlands .1

*

As De Bruxelles finished, there was
a buzz of admiration throughout the
assembly, mingled with murmurs of
regret , that in the present great dan¬
ger upon the frontiers from the belli¬
gerent King of France and his warlike
and restless nation , the provinces
should be left without their ancient
and puissant defender .3

4

The Emperor
then rose to his feet . Leaning on his
crutch , he beckoned from his seat the
personage upon whose arm he had
leaned as he entered the hall . A tall ,
handsome youth of twenty -two came
forward — a man whose name from
that time forward , and as long as his¬
tory shall endure , has been, and will be,
more familiar than any other in the
mouths of Netherlanders . At that
day he had rather a southern than a
German or Flemish appearance . He
had a Spanish cast of features , dark ,
well chiselled, and symmetrical . His
head was small and well placed upon
his shoulders . His hair was dark
brown, as were also his moustache and
peaked beard . His forehead was lofty,
spacious, and already prematurely en¬
graved with the anxious lines of
thought . His eyes were full, brown,
well opened, and expressive of pro¬
found reflection.5 He was dressed in

1 Godelaevua, 640, 641.
8 Pont . Heut . xiv . 888, sqq .
5 The most satisfactory portrait of the

Prince during the early part of his career, is
one belonging to the private collection of the
late King of Holland , William IV., at the
Hague .

4 Apologie ou Defense de trfcs Illustre

[1555.
the magnificent apparel for which the
Netherlanders were celebrated above
all other nations , and which the cere*
mony rendered necessary. His pre¬
sence being considered indispensable
at this great ceremony, he had been
summoned but recently from the camp
on the frontier , where, notwithstand¬
ing his youth , the Emperor had aj>
pointed him to command his army
in chief against such antagonists as
Admiral Coligny and the Due de
Nevers.4

Thus supported upon his crutch
and upon the shoulder of William
of Orange,® the Emperor proceeded
to address the states , by the aid of
a closely-written brief which he held
in his hand .8 He reviewed rapidly
the progress of events from his seven¬
teenth year up to that day. He spoke
of his nine expeditions into Germany,
six to Spain, seven to Italy , four to
France , ten to tlie Netherlands , two
to England , as many to Africa, and of
his eleven voyages by sea. He sketched
his various wars, victories, and treaties
of peace, assuring his hearers that the
welfare of his subjects and the security
of the Roman Catholic religion had
ever been the leading objects of his
life. As long as God had granted him
health , he continued , only enemies
could have regretted that Charles was
living and reigning ; but now that his
strength was but vanity , and life fast
ebbing away, his love for his dominion,
his affection for his subjects , and his
regard for their interests , required his
departure . Instead of a decrepit man
with one foot in the grave, he pre¬
sented them with a sovereign in the
prime of life and the vigour of health .
Turning toward Philip , he observed,
that for a dying father to bequeath so
magnificent an empire to his son was a
deed worthy of gratitude , but that
when the father thus descended to the

Prince Guillaume, Prince d’Orange.—Syl¬
vius, 1681, pp. ‘29, 30, 31.

6 *‘Surgens igitur , et in pede stans , dextra
ob imbecillitatem scipioni, sinistra humero
Gulielmi Nassauvii , Aurantii principis .”—
Pont Heut . 338. ,« “ Et membranula eorum quse ad sena-
tum referro statuisset capita continentc mo-
moriam adjuvans . ”—Goaelaevus, 642.

The Rise of the Dutch Republic .
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grave before his time , and by an antici¬
pated and living burial sought to pro¬
vide for the welfare of his realms and
the grandeur of his son, the benefit
thus conferred was surely far greater .
He added, that the debt would be paid
to him and with usury , should Philip
conduct himself in his administration
of the provinces with a wise and affec¬
tionate regard to their true interests .
Posterity would applaud his abdication ,
should his son prove worthy of his
bounty ; and that could only be by
living in the fear of God, and by main¬
taining law, justice , and the Catholic
religion in all their purity , as the true
foundation of the realm . In conclu¬
sion, he entreated the estates , and,
through them , the nation , to render
obedience to their new Prince , to
maintain concord and to preserve in¬
violate the Catholic faith ; begging
them , at the same time , to pardon him
all errors or offenceswhich he might
have committed towards them during
his reign , and assuring them that he
should unceasingly remember their
obedience and affection in his every
prayer to that Being to whom the
remainder of his life was to be dedi¬
cated .1

Such brave words as these , so many
vigorous asseverations of attempted
performance of duty , such fervent
hopes expressed of a benign adminis¬
tration in behalf of the son, could not
hut affect the sensibilities of the
audience , already excited and soft¬
ened by the impressive character of
the whole display. Sobs were heard
throughout every portion of the hall ,
and tears poured profusely from every
eye. The Fleece Knights on the plat¬
form and the burghers in the back¬
ground were all melted with the same
emotion . As for the Emperor himself,
he sank almost fainting upon his chair
as he concluded his address. An ashy
paleness overspread his countenance,

* Pont . Heut . xiv . 338. 839. Godelaevus,
649-642 . Gacliard. Anal. Belg., 81- 102. Com¬
pare Bor, i . 4, 5 ; Van Meteren, i . 10,

*

* Fam .
Btrada do Bello Belgico (Rom. 1653), i . 9, 7.

* Pont . Heut . Motoren, ubi sup .
* Godelaevus, 642. 4 Ibid .
* Ibid . Pont . Heut . 340. Meteren, i . 16.

Bor, i . 5, 6.

and he wept like a child.3 Even the
icy Philip was almost softened , as he
rose to perform his part in the cere¬
mony . Dropping upon his knees before
his father ’s feet , he reverently kissed
his hand . Charles placed his hands
solemnly upon his son’s head , made
the sign of the cross, and blessed him
in the name of the Holy Trinity .*
Then raising him in his arms he ten¬
derly embraced him , saying, as he did
so, to the great potentates around him,
that he felt a sincere compassion for
the son on whose shoulders so heavy a
weight had just devolved, and which
only a life-long labour would enable
him to support .4 Philip now uttered
a few words expressive of his duty to
his father and his affection for his
people. Turning to the orders, he sig¬
nified his regret that he was unable to
address them either in the French or
Flemish language , and was therefore
obliged to ask their attention to the
Bishop of Arras, who would act as his
interpreter .5 Antony Perrenot accord¬
ingly arose, and in smooth, fluent , and
well-turned commonplaces, expressed
at great length the gratitude of Philip
towards his father , with his firm deter¬
mination to walk in the path of duty ,
and to obey his father ’s counsels and
example in the future administration
of the provinces.® This long address
of the prelate wasresponded to at equal
length by Jacob Maas, member of the
Council of Brabant , a man of great
learning , eloquence, and prolixity , who
had been selected to reply on behalf of
the states -general, and who now, in the
name of these bodies, accepted the
abdication in an elegant and compli¬
mentary harangue .7 Queen Mary of
Hungary , the “ Christian widow " of
Erasmus ,8 and Regent of the Nether¬
lands during the past twenty -five years,
then rose to resign her office, making
a brief address expressive of her affec¬
tion for the people, her regrets at leav-

* Gachard . Anal. Belg,, ubi sup . Pout .
Heut . Bor, ubi sup . Godelaevus reports
the bishop’s speech in six folio columns , of
the most nowing commonplace. Do Abdicat.
642, sqq.

r Ibid . Ibid.
* Het Leven Van Pesiderius Erasmus .

Nedorl. Manuen eu Vrouwen, i . 274.
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ing them , and her hopes that all errors
which she might have committed dur¬
ing her long administration would be
forgiven her . Again the redundant
Maas responded , asserting in terms of
fresh compliment and elegance the
uniform satisfaction of the provinces
with her conduct during her whole
career .1

The orations^md replies having now
been brought to a close , the ceremony
was terminated . The Emperor , lean¬
ing on the shoulders of the Prince of
Orange and of the Count de Buren ,2
slowly left the hall, followed by Philip ,the Queen of Hungary , and the whole
court ; all in the same order in which
they had entered , and by the same
passage into the chapel.3

It is obvious that the drama had
been completely successful. It had
been a scenewhere heroic self-sacrifice,
touching confidence, ingenuous love of
duty , patriotism , and paternal affection,
upon one side ; filial reverence, with a
solemn regard for public duty and the
highest interests of the people, on the
other , were supposed to be the predo¬
minant sentiments . The happiness of
the Netherlands was apparently the
only object contemplated in the great
transaction . All had played well their
parts in the past , all hoped the best in
the times which were to follow. The
abdicating Emperor was looked upon
as a hero and a prophet . The stage
was drowned in tears . There is not
the least doubt as to the genuine and
universal emotion which was excited
throughout the Assembly. “ Caesar’s
oration, ” says Secretary Godelaevus,who was present at the ceremony,“ deeply moved the nobility and gen¬
try , many of whom burst into tears ;
even the illustrious Knights of the
Fleece were melted .” 4 The historian ,Pontus Ileuterus , who, then twenty
years of age, was likewise among the
audience, attests that “ most of the
assembly were dissolved in tears ;
uttering the while such sonorous sobs

1 Pont . Heut ., Godelaevus, Bor, Meteren,ubi sup.2 Godelaevus, 645.8 Gachard. Anal. Belg.4 “ Commovit ea Csesaris oratio Proceres
et multi in profusissimas eruperunt lachry-

as compelled his CassareanMajesty and
the Queen to cry with them . My own
face,” he adds,

“ was certainly quite
wet .

” 5

*

The English envoy, Sir John
Mason, describing in a despatch to his
Government the scene w'hich he had
just witnessed , paints the same picture .“ The Emperor, ” he said, “ begged the
forgiveness of his subjects if he had
ever unwittingly omitted the perfor¬
mance of any of his duties towards
them . And here,” continues the en¬
voy,

“ he broke into a weeping, where-
unto , besides the dolefulness of the
matter , I think , he was moche pro¬
voked by seeing the whole company
to do the lyke before ; there beyng in
myne opinion not one man in the
whole assemblie, stranger or another ,that dewring the time of a good piece
of his oration poured not out as abun¬
dantly teares, some more, some lesse.
And yet he prayed them to bearewith
his imperfections , proceeding of his
sickly age, and of the mentioning of so
tender a matter as the departing from
suchasortof dereandloving subjects .” *

And yet what was the Emperor
Charles to the inhabitants of the
Netherlands that they should weep
for him ? His conduct towards them
during his whole career had been one
of unmitigated oppression. What to
them were all these forty voyages by
sea and land, these journeyings back
and forth from Friesland to Tunis,
from Madrid to Vienna ? The interests
of the Netherlands had never been
even a secondary consideration with
their master . He had fulfilled no duty
towards them , he had committed the
gravest crimes against them . He had
regarded them merely as a treasury
upon which to draw ; while the sums
which he extorted were spent upon
ceaseless and senseless wars , which
were of no more interest to them than
if they had been waged in another
planet . Of five millions of gold annu¬
ally, which he derived from all his
realms , two millions came from these
mas etiam illustres aurei Velleris equites .”—
Godel. 642. 6 Pont . Heut . xiv . 336-330.* Extracts from this despatch are given byJ . W. Burgon, Life and Times of Sir Thomas
Gresham , a work which contains various do¬
cuments , both rare and important .
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industrious and opulent provinces,
while but a half million came from
Spain and another half from the
Indies .1

*

The mines of wealth which
had been opened by the hand of in¬
dustry in that slender territory of
ancient morass and thicket , 3

****

con¬
tributed four times as much income
to the imperial exchequer as all the
boasted wealth of Mexico and Peru .
Yet the artisans , the farmers , .and the
merchants , by whom these riches were
produced , were consulted about as
much in the expenditure of the im¬
posts upon their industry as were the
savages of America as to the distribu¬
tion of the mineral treasures of their
soil . The rivalry of the houses of
Habsburg and Valois, this was the
absorbing theme , during the greater
part of the reign which had just been
so dramatically terminated . To gain
the empire over Francis , to leave to
Bon Philip a richer heritage than the
Dauphin could expect , were the great
motives of the unparalleled energy dis¬
played by Charles during the longer
and the more successful portion of his
career . To crush the Reformation
throughout his dominions, was his
occupation afterward , till he aban¬
doned the field in despair . It was
certainly not desirable for the Nether -
landers that they should be thus con¬
trolled by a man who forced them to
contribute so largely to the success of
schemes, some of which were at best
indifferent , and others entirely odious
to them . They paid 1,200,000 crowns
a-year regularly ; they paid in five
years an extraordinary subsidy of eight
millions of ducats , and the states were

i “ Di tutti questi Suoi Regni ha sua M .
cinque millioni d’oro d’intrata in tempo di
pace, cio6 mez della Spagna, mez dalle Indie ,
uno da Milano et da Sicilia, un altro di Fian -
dra et dalli pacsi ba**i un altro ." Relazione
del Cl . M. Mich . Suriano . MS Bib. de Bourg .,
No. 12, 871.“ Le rendite de S. M. (dalli paesi bassi)
sono al present ©da un millione et 150 scudi
—ma in pooo pih da cinque anni vengono
od haver contribuito i Fiammcnghi di stra -
ordinario quasi otto millioni d ’oro e tutto
il peso si fuo dir vien portato dalla Fiandra
Brabantia , Olanda e Zelanda .” — Badovaro
MS .

* Badovaro estimated the annual value of
butter and cheese produced in those mea-
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roundly rebuked by the courtly repre¬
sentatives of their despot , if they pre¬
sumed to inquire into the objects of
the appropriations , or to express an
interest in their judicious administra¬
tion .8 Yet it may be supposed to
have been a matter of indifference to
them whether Francis or Charles had
won the day at Pavia ; and it certainly
was not a cause of triumph to the
daily increasing thousands of religious
reformers in Holland and Flanders ,
that their brethren had been crushed
by the Emperor at Miihlberg. But it
was not alone that he drained their
treasure , and hampered their industry .
He was in constant conflict with their
ancient and dearly -bought political
liberties . Like his ancestor Charles
the Bold, he was desirous of construct¬
ing a kingdom out of the provinces.
He was disposed to place all their
separate and individual charters on a
Procrustean bed, and shape them all
into uniformity , simply by reducing
the whole to a nullity . The diffi¬
culties in the way, the stout opposition
offered by burghers , whose fathers had
gained these charters with their blood,
and his want of leisure during the vast
labours which devolved upon him as
the autocrat of so large a portion of
the world, caused him to defer inde¬
finitely the execution of his plan . He
found time only to crush some of the
foremost of the liberal institutions of
the provinces in detail . He found the
city of Toumay a happy , thriving ,
self-governed little republic in all its
local affairs ; he destroyed its liberties ,
without a tolerable pretext , and re¬
duced it to the condition of a Spanish
dows which Holland had rescued from the
ocean at 800,000 crowns , a sum which , mak¬
ing allowance for the difference in the pre¬
sent value of money from that which it bore
in 1557, would represent nearly eight mil¬
lions (MS. Relazione). Iu agriculture , com¬
merce, and manufactures , the Netherlanders
were the foremost nation in the world . The
fabrics of Arras, Toumay , Brussels , Louvain,
Ghent , Bruges , were entirely unrivalled .
Antwerp was the great commercial metro¬
polis of Christendom . “ Aversa,” says Bado¬
varo, “ e stimata la maggiore piazza del
Mondo—si pub credere quanto sia la somma
si afferma passare 40 millioni d’oro l ’anno,
quelli che ineontanto girano .”

* Postea . Oranvelle’s Complaints ,
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or Italian provincial town .1

2

His me¬
morable chastisement of Ghent for
having dared to assert its ancient
rights of self-taxation , is sufficiently
known to the world, and has been
already narrated at length . 3 Many
other instances might be adduced, if it
were not a superfluous task , to prove
that Charles was not only a political
despot , but most arbitrary and cruel
in the exercise of his despotism.

But if his sins against the Nether¬
lands had been only those of financial
and political oppression, it would be at
least conceivable, although certainly
not commendable, that the inhabitants
should have regretted his departure .
But there are far darker crimes for
which he stands arraigned at the bar of
history , and it is indeed strange that the
man who had committed them should
have been permitted to speak his fare¬
well amid blended plaudits and tears .
His hand planted the Inquisition in
the Netherlands . Before his day it is
idle to say that the diabolical institu¬
tion ever had a place there . The
isolated cases in which inquisitors had
exercised functions proved the absence
and not the presence of the system,and will be discussed in a later chap¬
ter . Charles introduced and organised
a Papal Inquisition , side by side with
those terrible u placards ” of his inven¬
tion, which constituted a masked In¬
quisition even more cruel than that of
Spain . The execution of the system
was never permitted to languish . The
number of Netherlanders who were
burned , strangled , beheaded , or buried
alive, in obedience to his edicts, and for
the offences of readingthe Scriptures , of
looking askance at a graven image, or
of ridiculing the actual presence of
the body and blood of Christ in a
wafer, have been placed as high as one
hundred thousand by distinguished
authorities , and have rarely been put

1 Extraits des Rcgistres des Consaux de
Toumay , 1472- 1581, par . M. Gachard (Brux¬
elles, 1846), pp. 8- 13.

2 Introduction to this work.
* Nam post eamificata hominum non

minus centum millia , ex quo tentatum an
posset incendium hoc sanguine restingui ,tanta multitudo per Belgicam insurrexerat ,ut publica interdum supplicla quoties insig-

at a lower mark than fifty thousand . 3
The Venetian envoy Navigero esti¬
mated the victims in the provinces of
Holland and Friesland alone at thirty
thousand , and this in 1546,4 ten years
before the abdication , and five before
the promulgation of the hideous edict
of 1550 ! .The edicts and the Inquisition were
the gift of Charles to the Netherlands ,in return for their wasted treasure and
their constant obedience. For this ,his name deserves to be handed down
to eternal infamy, not only throughout
the Netherlands , but in every land
where a single heart beats for political
or religious freedom. To eradicate
these institutions after they had been
watered and watched by the care of
his successor, was the work of an
eighty years’ war, in the course of
which millions of lives were sacrificed.
Yet the abdicating Emperor had sum¬
moned his faithful estates around him,and stood up before them in his im¬
perial robes for the last time , to tell
them of the affectionate regard which
he had always borne them , and to
mingle his tears with theirs .

Could a single phantom have risen
from one of the many thousand graves
where human beings had been thrust
alive by his decree, perhaps there might
have been an answer to the question
propounded by the Emperor amid all
that piteous weeping. Perhaps it
might have told the man who asked
his hearers to be forgiven if he had
ever unwittingly offended them , that
there was a world where it wasdeemed
an offence to torture , strangle , burn ,and drown one’s innocent fellow-crea¬
tures . The usual but trifling excuse
for such enormities cannot be pleaded
for the Emperor . Charles was no fa¬
natic . The man whose armies sacked
Rome, who laid his sacrilegious hands
on Christ ’s vicegerent, and kept the

nior rous, aut atrociores cruciatus sedition©
impedirontur, "—Hugonis Grotii Annul., lib.i . 17 (Amst . 1658).* Relazionedi Cl. Bernardo Navigero, 1540.
Correspondenceof Charles the Fifth , by Rev.
W. Bradford (London, 1850), p. 471. Doubt¬
less these statistics aro inaccurate ; but the
very exaggeration indicates the wholesale
character of the massacres.



1555 .] Pei'sonal Qualities . 61
infallible head of the Church a prisoner
to serve his own political ends, was then
no bigot . He believed in nothing ,
save that when the course of his im¬
perial will was impeded , and the inte¬
rests of his imperial house in jeopardy,
pontiffs were to succumb as well as
Anabaptists . It was the political
heresy which lurked in the restiveness
of the religious reformers under dogma,
tradition , and supernatural sanction to
temporal power which he was disposed
to combat to the death . He was too
shrewd a politician not to recognisethe
connexion between aspirations for re¬
ligious and for political freedom . His
hand was ever ready to crush both
heresies in one. Had he been a true
son of the Church , a faithful champion
of her infallibility , he would not have
submitted to the peace of Passau, so
long as he could bring a soldier to the
field . Yet he acquiesced in the Re¬
formation for Germany, while the fires
for burning the reformers were ever
blazing in the Netherlands , where it
was death even to allude to the exist¬
ence of the peace of Passau . Nor did
he acquiesce only from compulsion, for
long before his memorable defeat by
Maurice, he had permitted the German
troops , with whose services he could
not dispense, regularly to attend Pro¬
testant worship performed by their
own Protestant chaplains. Lutheran
preachers marched from city to city of
the Netherlands under the imperial
banner , while the subjects of those
patrimonial provinces were daily suf¬
fering on the scaffoldfor their noncon¬
formity . The influence of this garrison¬
preaching upon the progress of the
Reformation in the Netherlands is
well known . Charles hated Lutherans ,
but he required soldiers, and he thus
helped by his ownpolicy to disseminate
what , had he been the fanatic which
he perhaps became in retirement , he

1 “ - Ha Sua M. in tutti i suoi ragiona-
mcnti et atti esteriori mostrate haver la fade
catt . in somma osservanza, et in tutta la vita
sua ha udita la messe ogni giorno et gran
tempo due et hora tro- et le prediche nei
giorni aolonni, et in tutte le cose lo feste
de la quadnigesima et alio volte vesperi et
altri divim officii et hora si fa ogni giorno
leggere la bibbia et come ha usato di con-

would have sacrificed his life to crush .
It is quite true that the growing Cal¬
vinism of the provinces was more
dangerous , both religiously and politi¬
cally, than the Protestantism of the
German princes, which had not yet
been formally pronounced heresy , but
it is thus the more evident that it was
political rather than religious hetero¬
doxy which the despot wished to sup¬
press.

No man, however, could have been
more observant of religious rites . He
heard mass daily. He listened to a
sermon every Sunday and holiday . He
confessed and received the sacrament
four times a-year . He was sometimes
to be seen in his tent at midnight , on
his knees before a crucifix with eyes
and hands uplifted . He ate no meat
in Lent , and used extraordinary dili¬
gence to discover and to punish any
man, whether courtier or plebeian, who
failed to fast during the whole forty
days.1 He was too good a politician
not to know the value of broad phy¬
lacteries and long prayers . He was
too nice an observer of human nature
not to know how easily mint and cum¬
min could still outweigh the “ weigh¬
tier matters of law, judgment , mercy,
and faith ;

” as if the founder of the
religion which he professed, and to
maintain which he had established the
Inquisition and the edicts, had never
cried woe upon the Pharisees , Yet
there is no doubt that the Emperor
was at times almost popular in the
Netherlands , and that he was never as
odious as his successor. There were
some deep reasons for this , and some
superficial ones ; among others , a sin¬
gularly fortunate manner . He spoke
German, Spanish, Italian , French , and
Flemish , and could assume the cha¬
racteristics of each country as easily
as he could use its language. He could
be stately with Spaniards , familiar

fesarsi et communicarsi ogni anno quatrovolte- e quando alia si ritrova al Ingol-
stadt et avioinata al exercitio degli protes -
tanti , fu veluta mezza notto nel suo padi-
glione in giuocchioni avanti un orocifissocon
le moni quinte et la quadragesima innanzi
fece una diligenzaestraordinaria per intendei 't
chi nelle corte magnava came, ” etc . etc,—
Badovaro M3 .
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with Flemings , witty with Italians .
He could strike down a bull in the
ring like a matador at Madrid, or win
the prize in the tourney like a knight
of old ; he could ride at the ring with
the Flemish nobles, hit the popinjay
with his crossbow among Antwerp
artisans , or drink beer and exchange
rude jests with the boors of Brabant .
For virtues such as these , his grave
crimes against God and man, against
religion and chartered and solemnly-
sworn rights , have been palliated , as if
oppression became more tolerable be¬
cause the oppressor was an accom¬
plished linguist and a good marksman .

But the great reason for his popu¬
larity , no doubt , lay in his military
genius . Charles was inferior to no
general of his age. “ When he was
born into the world,” said Alva, “ he
was born a soldier,” 1

2

and the Emperor
confirmed the statement and recipro¬
cated the compliment , when he de¬
clared that “ the three first captains of
the age were , himself first , and then
the Duke of Alva and Constable Mont¬
morency .” a It is quite true that all
his officers were not of the same opi¬
nion , and many were too apt to com¬
plain that his constant presence in the
field did more harm than good, and
“ that his Majesty would do much
better to stay at home .” 3 There is,
however, no doubt that he was both a
good soldier and a good general . He
was constitutionally fearless, and he
possessed great energy and endurance .
He was ever the first to arm when a
battle was to be fought , and the last
to take off his harness .4

*

He com¬
manded in person and in chief, even
when surrounded by veterans and crip¬
pled by the gout . He was calm in
great reverses. It was said that he
was never known to change colour
except upon two occasions ; after the

1 “ Pero acuerdesele h V. E . quo es hi jo de
tal padre , qui en naciendoen el mundo nacio
soldado.’’—Carta del Duque de Alba al 8.
Don Juan do Austria . Documentos ineditos
para la Hisfcoriade Espafia, vol . iii. 273- 283.

2 Brant6me . Hommes Illustres et Grands
Capitaines Estrangers ; art . Charles V.

3 Relazione di B. Navigero—apud Brad¬
ford Correspondence, p . 450.

* “ - E poi aversi voluto trovar pre -
sente alle vere e essere stato il primo ad

fatal destruction of his fleet at Algiers,
and in the memorable flight from
Innspruck . He was of a phlegmatic ,
stoical temperament , until shattered
by age and disease ; a man without a
sentiment and without a tear . It was
said by Spaniards that he was never
seen to weep, even at the death of his
nearest relatives and friends , except
on the solitary occasionof the departure
of Don Ferrante Gonzaga from court .4
Such a temperament was invaluable in
the stormy career to which he had de¬
voted his life. He was essentially a man
of action, a military chieftain . “ Pray
only for my health and my life,” he
was accustomed to Bay to the young
officers who came to him from every
part of his dominions to serve under
his banners ,

“ for so long as I have
these I will never leave you idle ; at
least in France . I love peace no better
than the rest of you. I was bora and
bred to arms , and must of necessity
keep on my harness till I can bear it
no longer.

” 6 The restless energy and
the magnificent tranquillity of his
character made him a hero among
princes, an idol with his officers , a
popular favourite everywhere. The
promptness with which, at much per¬
sonal hazard, he descended like a
thunderbolt in the midst of the Ghent
insurrection ; the juvenile ardour with
which the almost bedridden man arose
from his sickbed to smite the Protes¬
tants at Miihlberg ; the grim stoicism
with which he saw sixty thousand of
his own soldiers perish in the wintry
siege of Metz ; all insured him a large
measure of that applause which ever
follows military distinction , especially
when the man who achieves it happens
to wear a crown. He combined the
personal prowess of a knight of old
with the more modern accomplish¬
ments , of a scientific tactician . He
armarsi et ultimo & spogliarsi ha dimostrato
in somma d 'esser gran capitano d’offetti
grandi, ” etc . etc .—Badovaro MS .

3 “ - . Ho da Spagnuoli sentito che no
por alcun aecidente di morto di congionta di
sanguo lie di gran miniatri suoi cari e stata
veduta piangere , se non alia partita dollo
corte di Don Ferrante Gonzaga. ’—Badovaro
MS .

• Brant &me. Grauds Capitaines ; art .
Charles Quint.
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could charge the enemy in person like
the most brilliant cavalry officer , and
lie thoroughly understood the arrange¬
ments of a campaign, the marshalling
and victualling of troops , and the whole
art of setting and maintaining an army
in the field .1

*

Yet , though brave and warlike as
the most chivalrous of his ancestors,
Gothic , Burgundian , or Suabian , he
was entirely without chivalry. Fana¬
ticism for the faith , protection for the
oppressed, fidelity to friend and foe,
knightly loyalty to a cause deemed
sacred, the sacrifice of personal inte¬
rests to great ideas, generosity of hand
and heart ; all those qualities which
unite with courage and constancy to
make up the ideal chevalier, Charles
not only lacked but despised. He
trampled on the weak antagonist , whe¬
ther burgher or petty potentate . He
was false as water . He inveigled his
foes who trusted to imperial promises
by arts unworthy an emperor or a gen¬
tleman .3 He led about the unfortu¬
nate John Frederic of Saxony, in his
own language, “ like a bear in a chain,”

ready to be slipped upon Maurice
should “ the boy ” prove ungrateful .
He connived at the famous forgery of
the prelate of Arras , to which the
Landgrave Philip owed his long im¬
prisonment ; a villany worsethan many
for which humbler rogues have suf¬
fered by thousands upon the gallows.3
The contemporary world knew well
the history of his frauds , on scale both
colossal and minute , and called him
familiarly “ Charles qui triche . ”4

The absolute master of realms on
which the sun perpetually shone, he
was not only greedy for additional
dominion , but he was avaricious in

i “ Ella ha- mossosi ad imprese non solo
pericoloso a difficile ina cho tenerano dell
impossibile- manel sostenerli ha mostruto
gran intelligenza e nel fare appareccliiodello
cose dogli eserciti, nell online di metter gli
insiome, vedergli mnroiare, far le battalia
finite,” etc . etc .—Badovaro MS .

* “ In rebus agondis tractandisque, ” says
one of his greatest contemporary admirers ,“ simulator egregius, fidei liberioris, privati
oommodi perquam studiosus , atque ut uno
verbodicam alter avusmatemus Ferdinandus
Catholicus.”—Pont . Heut . xiv . 346a .

* De Thou, Histoirc Uuivcrsclle (Londres ,

Aims . 63
small matters , and hated to part with
a hundred dollars.5 To the soldier
who brought him the sword and
gauntlets of Francis the First , he gave
a hundred crowns, when ten thousand
would have been less than the custom¬
ary present ; so that the man left his
presence full of desperation . The
three soldiers who swam the Elbe,
with their swords in their mouths , to
bring him the boats with which he
passed to the victory of Miihlberg,
received from his imperial bounty a
doublet , a pair of stockings , and four
crowns a-piece.6 His courtiers and
ministers complained bitterly of his
habitual niggardliness , and were fain
to eke out their slender salaries by
accepting bribes from every hand rich
enough to bestow them . In truth ,
Charles was more than anything else
a politician , notwithstanding his signal
abilities as a soldier. If to have
founded institutions which could last ,
be the test of statesmanship , he was
even a statesman ; for many of his
institutions have resisted the pressure
of three centuries . But those of Charle¬
magne fell as soon as his hand was
cold, while the works of many ordinary
legislators have attained to a perpetuity
denied to the statutes of Solon or
Lycurgus . Durability is not the test of
merit in human institutions . Tried by
the only touchstone applicable to go¬
vernments , their capacity to insure the
highest welfare of the governed , weshall
not find his polity deserving of much
admiration . It is not merely that he was
a despot by birth and inclination , nor
that he naturally substituted , as far as
was practicable , the despotic for the re¬
publican element , wherever his hand can
be traced . There may be possible good

1734), i. 267, 599.—Comparo Groen Van Prin -
sterer . Archives et Correspondance Inedite
de la Maison d’Orauge Nassau (Leide, 183$),
t . v., 63, 65, 66. E . H . Pi’eilschmidt , Vor
Dreihundert Jahren . Bliltter der Erinnerung
an KurfUrst Moritz Vou Sachsen (Dresden,
1852), p. 10. Vide Postea .

4 Brantimio ; art . Charles Quint.
5 “ Ad alcuni della corte di S . M. ho inteso

dire ella haver paruto natura tale cho nel
dure cento scudi ha considtraio troppo minu-
tamen'-e ” etc .—Badovaro MS.

• Badovaro MS.
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in despotisms, as there is often much
tyranny in democracy. Tried , how¬
ever, according to the standard by
which all governments may be mea¬
sured , those laws of truth and divine
justice which all Christian nations re¬
cognise, and which are perpetual , whe¬
ther recognised or not , we shall find
little to venerate in the life work of
the Emperor . The interests of his
family , the security of his dynasty ,
these were his ' end and aim . The
happiness or the progress of his people
never furnished even the indirect mo¬
tives of his conduct , and the result
was a baffled policy and a crippled and
bankrupt empire at last .

He knew men, especially he knew
their weaknesses, and he knew how to
turn them to account . He knew how
much they would bear , and that little
little grievances would sometimes in¬
flame more than vast and deliberate
injustice . Therefore he employed na¬
tives mainly in the subordinate offices
of his various states , and he repeatedly
warned his successor that the haugh¬
tiness of Spaniards, and the incompa¬
tibility of their character with the
Flemish , would be productive of great
difficulties and dangers.1 It was his
opinion that men might be tyrannised
more intelligently by their own kin¬
dred , and in this perhaps he was right .
He was indefatigable in the discharge
of business , and if it were possible that
half a world could be administered as
if it were the private property of an
individual , the task would have been
perhaps as well accomplishedby Charles
as by any man . He had not the ab¬
surdity of supposing it possible for him
to attend to the details of every indi¬
vidual affair in every one of his
realms ; and he therefore intrusted the
stewardship of all specialities to his
various ministers and agents. It was
his business to know men and to deal
with affairs on a large scale, and in
this he certainly was superior to his
successor. His correspondence was

1 Apologie d’Orange, 47, 48.
* Relazion© di Navigero, apud Bradford,

p . 445.
®“ Nous avons perdu, ” wrote tlie Empe¬

ror to Philip , on the elder GranvelJe's death ,

mainly in the hands of Granvelle the
elder, who analysed letters received,
and frequently wrote all but the sig¬
natures of the answers. The samo
minister usually possessedthe imperial
ear, and farmed it out for his own
benefit. In all this there was of course
room for vast deception , but the Em¬
peror was quite aware of what was
going on, and took a philosophic view
of the matter as an inevitable part of
his system . 8 Granvelle grew enor¬
mously rich under his eye, by trading
on the imperial favour and sparing his
Majesty much trouble . Charles saw
it all , ridiculed his peculations , but
called him his u bed of down.” 8 His
knowledge of human nature was, how¬
ever, derived from a contemplation
mainly of its weaknesses, and was
therefore one-sided. He was often
deceived, and made many a fatal
blunder , shrewd politician though he
was. He involved himself often in
enterprises which could not be honour¬
able or profitable, and which inflicted
damage on his greatest interests . He
often offended men who might have
been useful friends, and converted
allies into enemies. “ His Majesty,”
said a keen observer who knew him
well, “ has not in his career shewn the
prudence which was necessary to him .
He has often offended those whose
love he might have conciliated, con¬
verted friends into enemies, and let
those perish who were his most faith¬
ful partisans .

” 4

*

Thus it must be
acknowledged that even his boasted
knowledge of human nature and his
power of dealing with men was rather
superficial and empirical than the real
gift of genius.

His personal habits during the
greater part of his life were those of
an indefatigable soldier. He could re¬
main in the saddle day and night , and
endure every hardship but hunger .
He was addicted to vulgar and miscel¬
laneous incontinence .6 He was an
enormous eater . He breakfasted at

“ un bon lit de repos .” — Dom l’Evesque,
Memoires pour servir U l’XIistoiro du Card,
de Granvelle (Paris , 1753), i. 180.

4 Badovaro MS .
6

*

*

**

' - et fcstato ne piaceri venerei di non
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five , on a fowl seethed in milk and
dressed with sugar and spices. After
this he went to sleep again. He dined
at twelve, partaking always of twenty
dishes. He supped twice : at first,
soon after vespers, and the second time
at midnight or one o’clock, which meal
was, perhaps , the most solid of the
four . After meat he ate a great quan¬
tity of pastry and sweetmeats, and he
irrigated every repast by vast draughts
of beer and wine.

*

1

*

His stomach , ori¬
ginally a wonderful one , succumbed
after forty years of such labours . His
taste , but not his appetite , began to
fail, and he complained to his major
domo, that all his food was insipid.
The reply is, perhaps , among the most
celebrated of facetiae . The cook could
do nothing more unless he served his
Majesty a pasty of watches. The allu¬
sion to the Emperor ’s passion for ho¬
rology was received with great ap¬
plause. Charles “ laughed longer than
he was ever known to laugh before,
and all the courtiers (of course) laughed
as long as his Majesty.” 3 The success
of so sorry a jest would lead one to
suppose that the fooling w'as less ad¬
mirable at the imperial court than
some of the recorded quips of Tribau -
let would lead us to suppose.

The transfer of the other crowns
and dignitaries to Philip , was accom¬
plished a month afterwards in a quiet
manner .* Spain, Sicily, the Balearic
Islands , America, and other portions
of the globe, were made over without
more display than an ordinary donatio
inter vivos. The Empire occasioned
some difficulty. It had been already
signified to Ferdinand , that his brother
was to resign the imperial crown in
his favour , and the symbols of sove¬
reignty were accordingly transmitted

tomperata voluntri in ogni parte dove si h
trovata eon donne di grande et anco di
piccola conditione .”—Badovaro MS.

1 “ Nel niaunare ha sempre S. M. ecceso ,
et fino al tempo che ella parti di Fiandra per
Spagna, la mattina svegliate che alia era,
pigliava una seatola di pistochi , Cappono
con latte , zuccaro e spetiarie , dopo il quale
tomava a. riposare . A mezzogiomo desinava
inolto varieta di vivande, e poco di po vespvo
me rendava , et ad una hora di notte se
n’andava H cena, magnando cose tutte da
gouerare liumori grossi e viscosi.’*— Bado-
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to him by the hands of William of
Orange. 4

*

A deputation , moreover, of
which that nobleman, Vice-Chancellor
Seld, and Dr Wolfgang Haller , were
the chiefs, was despatched to signify
to the electors of the Empire the step
which had been thus resolved upon.
A delay of more than two years, how¬
ever, intervened , occasioned partly by
the deaths of three electors, partly by
the war which so soon broke out in
Europe , before the matter was formally
acted upon .* In February 1553 , how¬
ever, the electors having been assem¬
bled in Frankfort , received the abdica¬
tion of Charles, and proceeded to the
election of Ferdinand . 6 That Em¬
peror wras crowned in March, and im¬
mediately despatched a legation to the
Pope to apprise him of the fact . No¬
thing was less expected than any op¬
position on the part of the pontiff.
The querulous dotard , howrever, who
then sat in St Peter ’s chair, hated
Charles and all his race. He accord¬
ingly denied the validity of the whole
transaction , without sanction previ¬
ously obtained from the Pope, to whom
all crowns belonged. Ferdinand , after
listening , through his envoys, to much
ridiculous dogmatism on the part of
the Pope, at last withdrew from the
discussion, with a formal protest , and
was first recognised by Caraffa’s suc¬
cessor, Pius IV . 7

*

Charles had not deferred his retire¬
ment till the end of these disputes .
He occupied a private house in Brus¬
sels, near the gate of Louvain , until
August of the year 1556 . On the 27th
of that month , he addressed a letter
from Ghent to John of Osnabruck,
president of the Chamber of Spiers,
stating his abdication in favour of
Ferdinand , and requesting that in the

varo MS. Compare Navigero, Relaziorte,
apud Bradford, p. 305.

* “ - una nuova vivanda di pasticci di
orologii, il che mosso &quel maggior e piu
lungo riso che mai sia xtato in U.i et cosi
ristro quelli di camera,” etc . etc .—Badovaro
MS .

* Godelaevus, 645, sqq . Van Metcren, i.
17. Bor, i . 6, sqq.

* Godelaevus, 646, sqq . Pont Heut . xiv.
645, sqq. Metcren , 17.

®Godelaevus, 646, sqq.
• Ibid . 7 Ibid ., 664, sqq .
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interim the same obedience might be
rendered to Ferdinand , as could have
been yielded to himself .1

2

Ten days
later , he addressed a letter to the
estates of the empire, stating the same
fact ; and on the 17th September
1556, he set sail from Zeland for
Spain .3 These delays and difficulties
occasionedsome misconceptions. Many
persons , who did not admire an abdi¬
cation , which others , on the contrary ,
esteemed as an act of unexampled
magnanimity , stoutly denied that it
was the intention of Charles to re¬
nounce the Empire . The Venetian
envoy informed his Government that
Ferdinand was only to be lieutenant
for Charles, under strict limitations ,
and that the Emperor was to resume
the government so soon as his health
would allow.3 The Bishop of Arras
and Don Juan de Manrique had both
assured him , he said, that Charles
would not , on any account , definitely
abdicate .4 Manrique even asserted
that it was a mere farce to believe in
any such intention . 5

*

The Emperor
ought to remain to protect his son, by
the resources of the Empire , against
France , the Turks , and the heretics .
His very shadow was terrible to the
Lutherans, ® and his form might be
expected to rise again in stern reality
from its temporary grave. Time has
shewn the falsity of all these imagin¬
ings ; but views thus maintained by
those in the best condition to know
the truth , prove how difficult it was
for men to believe in a transaction
which was then so extraordinary , and
how little consonant it was in their
eyes with true propriety . It was ne¬
cessary to ascend to the times of Dio¬
cletian , to find an example of a similar
abdication of empire, on so deliberate
and extensive a scale, and the great
English historian of the Roman Em¬
pire has compared the two acts with
each other . But there seeins a vast
difference between the cases. Both
emperors were distinguished soldiers ;

1 Godelaevus, 654.
2 Ibid , 645, eqq.
3 Badovaro.
* Ibid .
8 “ - cbe era cosa di burla a erederlo.”

—Ibid.

both were merciless persecutors of de¬
fenceless Christians ; both exchanged
unbounded empire for absolute seclu¬
sion. But Diocletian was bom in the
lowest abyss of human degradation —
the slave and the son of a slave. For
such a man, after having reached the
highest pinnacle of human greatness,
voluntarily to descend from power,
seems an act of far greater magnani¬
mity than the retreat of Charles. Bom
in the purple , having exercised un¬
limited authority from his boyhood,
and having worn from his cradle so
many crowns and coronets, the Ger¬
man Emperor might well be supposed
to have learned to estimate them at
their proper value. Contemporary
minds were busy , however, to discover
the hidden motives which could have
influenced him, and the world, even
yet , has hardly ceased to wonder. Yet
it would have been more wonderful,
considering the Emperor ’s character ,
had he remained . The end had not
crowned the work ; it not unreason¬
ably discrowned the workman . The
earlier , and indeed the greater part of
his career, had been one unbroken pro¬
cession of triumphs . The cherished
dream of his grandfather ,7 and of his
own youth, ® to add the Pope’s triple
crown to the rest of the hereditary
possessions of his family, he had in¬
deed been obliged to resign. He had
too much practical Flemish sense to
indulge long in chimeras, but he hf d
achieved the empire over formidable
rivals , and he had successively not
only conquered, but captured almost
every potentate who had arrayed him¬
self in arms against him . Clement
and Francis, the Dukes and Land¬
graves of Cleves , Hesse, Saxony, and
Brunswick, he had bound to his chariot
wheels ; forcing many to eat the bread
of humiliation and captivity , during
long and weary years. But the con¬
cluding portion of his reign had re¬
versed all its previous glories. His
whole career had been a failure . He

8 “ Parendo loro oho solo l’ombra sua sia
da Luterani terauta .”—Ibid.

7 Introduction to this work.
8 Brant6me . Homines Illustres , etc . ; art .

Charles Quint . Bayle, Diet. Hist , et Crit. ;
art . Charles Quint.
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had been defeated , after all , in most of
his projects . He had humbled Francis ,
but Henry had most signally avenged
his father . He had trampled upon
Philip of Hesse and Frederic of Saxony,
but it had been reserved for one of
that German race , which he charac¬
terised as **dreamy , drunken , and in¬
capable of intrigue, ” to outwit the
man who had outwitted all the world,
and to drive before him, in ignomini¬
ous flight , the conqueror of the na¬
tions . The German lad tvho had
learned both war and dissimulation in
the court and camp of him who was
so profound a master of both arts,
was destined to eclipse his teacher
on the most august theatre of Chris¬
tendom . Absorbed at Innspruck
with the deliberations of the Trent
Council, Charles had not heeded the
distant mutterings of the tempest
which was gathering around him.
While he was preparing to crush for
ever the Protestant Church , with the
arms which a bench of bishops were
forging, lo ! the rapid and desperate
Maurice, with long red beard stream¬
ing like a meteor in the wind, dashing
through the mountain passes, at the
head of his Lancers—arguments more
convincing than all the dogmas of
Granvelle ! Disguised as an oldwoman,1
the Emperor had attempted , on the 6th
April , to escape in a peasant ’s waggon,
from Innspruck into Flanders . Saved
for the time by the mediation of Fer¬
dinand, he had, a few weeks later ,
after his troops had been defeated by
Maurice at Fussen , again fled at mid¬
night of the 22d May, almost un¬
attended , sick in body and soul, in the
midst of thunder , lightning , and rain ,
along the difficult Alpine passes from
Innspruck into Carinthia . His pupil
had permitted his escape, only because,
in his own language,

“ for such a bird
he had no convenient cage .” 3 The
imprisoned princes now owed their
liberation , not to the Emperor ’s cle¬
mency, but to his panic. The peace of

1 “ - in Urmlieber, man sagt, sogar in
Frauentracht .” — Pfeilschmidt . Yor Drei-
hundert Jahrcn , p . 56.

3 “ - flir eiuen solchen Vogel,” sagto
er , “ habe er keiucn KUfig.”—Pfeilschmidt ,
68.

r's Reverses, 67
Passau , in the followingAugust,crushed
the whole fabric of the Emperor ’s toil,
and laid the foundation of the Pro¬
testant Church . He had smitten the
Protestants at Miihlberg for the last
time . On the other hand , the man
who had dealt with Rome as if the
Pope , not he, had been the vassal, was
compelled to witness , before he de¬
parted , the insolence of a pontiff who
took a special pride in insulting and
humbling his house , and trampling
upon the pride of Charles, Philip , and
Ferdinand . In France , too, the dis¬
astrous siege of Metz had taught him
that in the imperial zodiac the fatal
sign of Cancer had been reached . The
figure of a crab, with the words “ plus
citra, ” instead of his proud motto of
“ plus ultra, ” scrawled on the walls
where he had resided during that dis¬
mal epoch, avenged more deeply, per¬
haps, than the jester thought , the
previous misfortunes of France .3 The
Grand Turk , too, Solyman the Magni¬
ficent, possessed most of Hungary , and
held at that moment a fleet ready to
sail against Naples, in co-operation
with the Pope and France .4 Thus the
Infidel , the Protestant , and the Holy
Church were all combined together to
crush him . Towards all the great
powers of the earth he stood, not in
the attitude of a conqueror , but of a
disappointed , baffled, defeated poten¬
tate . Moreover, he had been foiled
long before in his earnest attempts to
secure the imperial throne for Philip .
Ferdinand and Maximilian had both
stoutly resisted his arguments and his
blandishments . The father had repre¬
sented the slender patrimony of their
branch of the family, compared with
the enormous heritage of Philip ; who
being, after all, but a man, and en¬
dowed with finite powers, might sink
under so great a pressure of empire as
his father wished to provide for him .4
Maximilian also assured his uncle that
he had as good an appetite for the
crown as Philip , and could digest the

* Hiatoire du Due d’Albe, i . 300 (ed . Paris ,
1698). * Cabrera, i . 32.

8 “ - Principem Philippum hominem
esse finitasque habere vires atque ingenium
captumque tantum humunum .” — Pont .
Heut . xii . 801.
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dignity quite as easily.1 The son, too,
for whom the Emperor was thus soli¬
citous , had already, before the abdica¬
tion , repaid his affection with ingrati¬
tude . He had turned out all his
father ’s old officials in Milan, and had
refused to visit him at Brussels, till
assured as to the amount of ceremo¬
nial respect which the new-made king
was to receive at the hands of his
father .2

Had the Emperor continued to live
and reign , he would have found him¬
self likewise engaged in mortal com¬
bat with that great religious movement
in the Netherlands , which he would
not have been able many years longer
to suppress, and which he left as a
legacy of blood and fire to his succes¬
sor. Born in the same year with his
century , Charles was a decrepit , ex¬
hausted man at fifty-five, while that
glorious age, in which humanity was
to burst for ever the cerements in
which it had so long been buried , was
but awakening to a consciousness of
its strength .

Disappointed in his schemes, broken
in his fortunes , with income antici¬
pated , estates mortgaged, all his affairs
in confusion ; failing in mental powers,
and with a constitution hopelessly
shattered ; it was time for him to
retire . He shewed his keenness in
recognising the fact that neither his
power nor his glory would be increased,
should he lag superfluous on the stage
where mortification instead of applause
was likely to be his portion . His frame
was indeed but a wreck. Forty years
of unexampled gluttony had done their ;
work. He was a victim to gout , asthma ,
dyspepsia, gravel. He was crippled in
the neck, arms, knees, and hands . He
was troubled with chronic cutaneous
eruptions . His appetite remained,
while his stomach , unable longer to
perform the task still imposed upon it ,
occasioned him constant suffering.
Physiologists , who know how impor-

1 Brantdme, i . 49, 50.
2 Dom 1’Evesque . Mem. de Granv . i 24-

26.— “ Cet embarras, ” says the Benedictine,*’fat la veritable cause de son abdication et
de sa retraicte dans le Convent de Juste . La
politique s’epuiseroit en vain U en chercher
uuc autre .”

Butch Republic . [1555.
tant a part this organ plays in the
affairs of life, will perhaps see in this
physical condition of the Emperor a
sufficient explanation , if explanation
were required , of his descent from the
throne . Moreover, it is well known
that the resolution to abdicate before
his death had been long a settled
scheme with him . It had been formally
agreed between himself and the Em¬
press that they should separate at the
approach of old age, and pass the re¬
mainder of their lives in a convent and
a monastery . He had , when com¬
paratively a young man , been struck
by the reply made to him by an aged
officer , whose reasons he had asked
for, earnestly soliciting permission to
retire from the imperial service. It
was, said the veteran , that he might
put a little space of religious contem¬
plation between the active portion of
his life and the grave.3

A similar determination , deferred
from time to time , Charles had now
carried into execution . While he still
lingered in Brussels, after his abdica¬
tion, a comet appeared, to warn him
to the fulfilment of his purpose .4
From first to last, comets and other
heavenly bodies were much connected
with his evolutions and arrangements .
There was no mistaking the motives
with which this luminary had presented
itself . The Emperor knew very well,
saysacontemporary German chronicler,
that it portended pestilence and war,
together with the approaching death
of mighty princes. " My fates call
out ,

” 5 he cried, and forthwith applied
himself to hasten the preparations for
his departure .

The romantic picture of his philoso¬
phical retirement at Juste , painted ori¬
ginally by Sandoval and Siguenza, re¬
produced by the fascinating pencil of
Strada , and imitated in frequent suc¬
cession by authors of every age and
country , is unfortunately but a sketch

2 Strada , i . 18. 4 Godelaevus, 645.
* “ - ingens et lucidum sydus—flammi-

forum crinem traheus in octavo libraegradu
conspici coeptum—at Carolus sciens bujuh.
visiono magnorum principum interitus —eo
conspecto. His inquit indieiis, me mea fata
vocant," etc .—Godelaevus, 645.
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of fancy . The investigations of modern
writers have entirely thrown down the
scaffolding on wrhich the airy fabric,
so delightful to poets and moralists,
reposed. The departing Emperor
stands no longer in a transparency ,
robed in shining garments . His trans¬
figuration is at an end. Every action,
almost every moment of his retire¬
ment , accurately chronicled by those
who shared his solitude, have been
placed before our eyes, in the most
felicitous manner , by able and brilliant
writers .1 The Emperor , shorn of the
philosophical robe in which he had
been conventionally arrayed for three
centuries , shivers now in the cold air
of reality.

So far from his having immersed
himself in profound and pious contem¬
plation , below the current of the
world’s events , his thoughts , on the
contrary , never were for a moment
diverted from the political surface of
the times . He read nothing but de¬
spatches ; he wrote or dictated inter¬
minable ones in reply , as dull and pro¬
lix as any which ever came from his
pen. He manifested a succession of
emotions at the course of contempo¬
rary affairs, as intense and as varied as
if the world still rested in his palm.
He was, in truth , essentially a man of
action . He had neither the taste nor
talents which make a man great in
retirement . Not a lofty thought , not
a generous sentiment , not a profound
or acute suggestion in his retreat has
been recorded from his lips . The epi¬
grams which had been invented for
him by fabulists , have been all taken
away, and nothing has been substituted ,
save a few dull jests exchanged with

i Stirling . The Cloister Life of Charles V.
(London , 1853) . Bakhuyzen van den Brink .
Analyse d’uu Manuscrit Contemporain sur
la Retraite de Charles Quint (Bruxelles ,
1850). The works of Mignet and Pichot , on
the same subject (Paris , 1854), and particu¬
larly the late publication of M. Gaehard,
Retraite et Mort de Charles Quint (Bruxelles,
1854) ; in which last work the subject may
be considered to have been fairly exhausted .

stupid friars . So far from having en¬
tertained and even expressed that sen¬
timent of religious toleration for which
he was said to have been condemned
as a heretic by the Inquisition , and for
which Philip was ridiculously reported
to have ordered his father s body to
be burned , and his ashes scattered to
the winds,2 he became in retreat the
bigot effectually, which during bis
reign he had only been conventionally.
Bitter regrets that he should have kept
his word to Luther , as if he had not
broken faith enough to reflect upon
in his retirement ; stem self-reproach
for omitting to put to death , while he
had him in his power, the man who
had caused all the mischief of the age ;
fierce instructions thundered from his
retreat to the inquisitors to hasten the
execution of all heretics,—including
particularly his ancient friends, preach¬
ers and almoners, Cazalla and Con¬
stantine de Fuente ; furious exhorta¬
tions to Philip—as if Philip needed a
prompter in such a work—that he
should set himself to “ cutting out the
root of heresy with rigour and rude
chastisement ;

” — such explosions of
savage bigotry as these , alternating
with exhibitions of revolting gluttony ,
with surfeits of sardine omelettes , Es-
tramadura sausages, eel pies, pickled
partridges , fat capons, quince syrups,
iced beer , and flagons of Rhenish , re¬
lieved by copious draughts of senna
and rhubarb , to which his horror -
stricken doctor doomed him as he ate
—composea spectacle less attractive to
the imagination than the ancient por¬
trait of the cloistered Charles. Un¬
fortunately it is the one which was
painted from life.
and in which the text of Siffuen $a, and of
the anonymous manuscript discovered by M.
Bakhuyzen , in the greffe of the Court of Ap¬
peals at Brussels , are placed in full before
the reader , so far as they bear on the vexed
question as to the celebration by the Empe¬
ror of his own obsequies.

2 Brant6me. CEuvres Completes (Paris,
1822), i. 32.
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Philip the Second had received the
investiture of Milan and the crown of
Naples , previously to his marriage with
Mary Tudor .1 The imperial crown he
had been obliged, much against his
will, to forego. The archduchy of
Austria , with the hereditary German
dependencies of his father ’s family,
had been transferred by the Emperor
to his brother Ferdinand , on the occa¬
sion of the marriage of that prince
with Anna , only sister of King Louis
of Hungary .2 Ten years afterwards ,
Ferdinand ( King of Hungary and Bo¬
hemia since the death of Louis, slain
in 1526 at the battle of Mohacz) was
elected King of the Romans, and
steadily refused all the entreaties after¬
wards made to him in behalf of Philip ,
to resign his crown and his succession
to the Empire in favour of his nephew.
With these diminutions , Philip had
now received all the dominions of
his father . He was King of all the
Spanish kingdoms and of both the
Sicilies. He was titular King of Eng¬
land , France , and Jerusalem . He was
“ Absolute Dominator ” in Asia , Africa ,
and America ; he was Duke of Milan
and of both Burgundies , and Heredi¬
tary Sovereign of the seventeen Nether¬
lands.3

Thus the provinces had received a
new master . A man of foreign birth
and breeding , not speaking a word of
their language, nor of any language

1 Pont . Heut ., xix . Godelaevus, 645.
2 Pont . Heut ., viii. 197.
8 ibid ., x . 240.

which the mass of the inhabitants
understood , was now placed in supreme
authority over them , because he re¬
presented , through the females, the
“ good ” Philip of Burgundy , who a
century before had possessed himself
by inheritance , purchase , force, or
fraud , of the sovereignty in most of
those provinces. It is necessary to
say an introductory word or two con¬
cerning the previous histoiy of the mail
to whose hands the destiny of so many
millions was now intrusted .

He was bom in May 1527, and was
now, therefore , twenty -eight years of
age. At the age of sixteen he had
been united to his cousin, Maria of
Portugal , daughter of John III . and of
the Emperor ’s sister , Donna Catalina.
In the following year (1544) he became
father of the celebrated and ill-starred
Don Carlos, and a widower.4 In 1548,
he had made his first appearance in
the Netherlands . He came thither to
receive homage in the various pro¬
vinces as their future sovereign, and
to exchange oaths of mutual fidelity
with them all.5 Andrew Doria , with
a fleet of fifty ships, had brought him
to Genoa, whence he had passed to
Milan, where he was received with
great rejoicing . At Trent he was met
by Duke Maurice of Saxony , who
warmly begged his intercession with
the Emperor in behalf of the im¬
prisoned Landgrave of Hesse. This

4 Cabrera, i . 8.
5 Meteren, 13. Wagenaer Vaderlandsch©

Historie (Amst ., 1770), iv. 294, sqq.
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boon Philip was graciously pleased to
promise ,1 and to keep the pledge as
sacredly as most of the vows plighted
by him during this memorable year.
The Duke of Aerschot met him in
Germany with a regiment of cavalry
and escorted him to Brussels. A sum¬
mer was spent in great festivities , the
cities of the Netherlands vying with
each other in magnificent celebrations
of the ceremonies, by which Philip
successively swore allegiance to the
various constitutions and charters of
the provinces, and received their oaths
of future fealty in return . His oath
to support all the constitutions and
privileges was without reservation ,
while his father and grandfather had
only sworn to maintain the charters
granted or confirmed by Philip and
Charles of Burgundy .2 Suspicion was
disarmed by these indiscriminate con¬
cessions, which had been resolved
upon by the unscrupulous Charles to
conciliate the goodwill of the people.
In view of the pretensions which
might be preferred by the Brederode
family in Holland , and by other
descendants of ancient sovereign races
in other provinces , the Emperor , wish¬
ing to insure the succession to his
sisters in case of the deaths of himself ,
Philip , and Don Carlos without issue,
was unsparing in those promises which
he knew to be binding only upon the
weak. Philip ’s oaths were therefore
without reserve , and the light -hearted
Flemings , Brabantines , and Walloons
received him with open arms . In
Valenciennes the festivities which at¬
tended his entrance were on a most
gorgeotis scale, but the “ joyous en¬
trance ” arranged for him at Antwerp
was of unparalleled magnificence.3 A
cavalcade of the magistrates and not¬
able burghers , “ all attired in cramoisy

1 Meteren, i . 13.
* The oath which he took in Holland was

— “ Well and truly to maintain all the privi¬
leges aud freedoms of the nobles, cities, com¬
munities , subjects (lay and clerical) of the
province of Holland and West Friesland , to
them granted by my ancestors , counts and
countesses of Holland ; and moreover their
customs , traditions , usages, and rights (ge-
woonte , berkomen , usautien en rechten ),
all and several which they now have and
use .” The oath in Brabant was— “ To sup-
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velvet,” attended by lackies in splendid
liveries , and followed by four thousand
citizen soldiers in full uniform , went
forth from the gates to receive him .
Twenty -eight triumphal arches, which
alone, according to the thrifty chroni¬
cler, had cost 26,800 Carolus guldens,
were erected in the different streets
and squares , and every possible demon¬
stration of affectionate welcome was
lavished upon the Prince and the
Emperor .4 The rich aud prosperous
city , unconscious of the doom which
awaited it in the future , seemed to
have covered itself with garlands to
honour the approach of its master .
Yet icy was the deportment with
which Philip received these demon¬
strations of affection, and haughty the
glance with which he looked down
upon these exhibitions of civic hilarity ,
as from the height of a grim and inac¬
cessible tower . The impression made
upon the Netherlanders was anything
but favourable , and when he had fully
learned the futility of the projects on
the Empire which it was so difficult
both for his father and himself to re¬
sign, he returned to the more congenial
soil of Spain. In 1554 he had again
issued from the peninsula to marry
the Queen of England , a privilege which
his father had graciously resigned to
him . He was united to Mary Tudor
at Winchester , on the 25th July of
that year , and if congeniality of tastes
could have made a marriage happy ,
that union should have been thrice
blessed. To maintain the supremacy
of the Church seemed to both the
main object of existence ; to execute
unbelievers , the most sacred duty im¬
posed by the Deity upon anointed
princes ; to convert their kingdoms into
a hell , the surest means of winning
heaven for themselves . It was not

port all the privileges, ” etc . etc. ; and the
same form, without conditions and excep¬
tions , was adopted in the other provinces ;
whereas his father and grandfather had
sworn only to maintain the limited privileges
conceded by the usurping house of Bur¬
gundy .—Vide Groot Plakkaat Book, iv . 3,
iii. 20 ; Blyde Inkommst v. Filip , apud
Mieris, Nederl . Voorst, iii. 222 ; Wageuaer
Vaderl. Hist ., iv . 294- 7, and v. 328-341.

* Meteren, i . f. 13.
* Ibid,
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strange that the conjunction of two
such wonders of superstition in one
sphere should seem portentous in the
eyes of the English nation . Philip ’s
mock efforts in favour of certain con¬
demned reformers , and his pretended
intercessions in favour of the Princess
Elizabeth , failed entirely of their object .
The Parliament refused to confer upon
him more than a nominal authority in
England . His children , should they
be born , might be sovereigns ; he
was but husband of the Queen ; of a
woman who could not atone by her
abject but peevish fondness for him¬
self, and by her congenial blood-thirsti¬
ness towards her subjects , for her
eleven years* seniority , her deficiency
in attractions , and her incapacity to
make him the father of a line of Eng¬
lish monarchs . It almost excites com¬
passion even for Mary Tudor , when
her passionate efforts to inspire him
with affection are contrasted with his
impassiveness. Tyrant , bigot , mur¬
deress though she was , she was still
woman, and she lavished upon her
husband all that was not ferocious in
her nature . Forbidding prayers to be
said for the soul of her father ,1 hating
her sister and her people, burning
bishops , bathing herself in the blood
of heretics , to Philip she was all sub-
missiveness and feminine devotion.
It was a most singular contrast , Mary
the Queen of England and Mary the

* De Thou, ii. 419.
3 “ E la regina Maria di statura piccola—

di persona magra et delicata—adesso cavate
ualche crespe causate piu dagli affanni che
all eta—ha gli occhi vivi che inducono non

solo reverenza ma timore verso chi li move,
so bene la vista molto corta non potendo
leggere ne far altro se non si mette con la
vista vicinissima a quello che voglia leggere
o ben discemere—ha la voce grossa et alta
quassi d’uomo, si che quando parla esempre
sentita gran pczzo di lontano .”—Relazionedi
Gioy. Michele, venuto Ambr . d’lnghilterra ,
1557 ; MS. The envoy sums up the personal
attractions of her Majesty by observing that ,“ - even at her present age, she is not en¬
tirely to be abhorred for her ugliness , with¬
out any regard to her rank of Queen .” “ In
somma e donna honesta ne mai perbrutezza
etiam in questa eth. non considerato il grctdo
di regina d’essire abhorrita .”—As the Vene¬
tian was exceedingly disposed to be compli¬
mentary , it must be confessed that the
eulogy does not appear redundant . Com¬
pare Cabrera—“ Era la Regna pequefia de
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wife of Philip . Small, lean and sickly,.'
painfully near-sighted , yet with an eye
of fiercenessand fire ; her face wrinkled
by care and evil passions still more than
by time ; with a big man ’s voice, whose
harshness made those in the next room
tremble ; 2 yet feminine in her tastes ,
skilful with her needle, fond of em¬
broidery work, striking the lute witli
a touch remarkable for its science and
feeling, speaking many languages, in¬
cluding Latin , with fluency and grace ; 3
most feminine , too, in her constitu¬
tional sufferings, hysterical of habit ,
shedding floods of tears daily at Philip ’s
coldness, undisguised infidelity , and
frequent absences from England 4—
she almost awakens compassion, and
causes a momentary oblivion of her
identity .

Her subjects , already half maddened
by religious persecution , were exas¬
perated still further by the pecuniary
burthens which she imposed upon
them to supply the King’s exigencies,
and she unhesitatingly confronted their
frenzy, in the hope of winning a smile
from him . When at last her chronic
maladies had assumed the memorable
form which caused Philip and Mary to
unite in a letter to Cardinal Pole, an¬
nouncing not the expected but the actual
birth of a prince , but judiciously leav¬
ing the date in blank ,

5 the momentary
satisfaction and delusion of the Queen
was unbounded . The false intelligence
cuerpo, flaca, con vista corta en vivos ojos
que poniau acatamiento—grave—mesurada
—la voce gruesa mas que de muger : ” iv .
210.

* “ E instrutta di cinque lingue—quattro
d’essi parla—Nella latina farria sempre og -
nuno con le risposte che da et con i propositeche tiene intendentissima oltre Pesercitio di
lavorare d’ago in ogni sorto di ricamo, anco
della musica—specialmente sonar di mana-
cordi et di liuto—-incanta per la velocita del
mano e per la maniera di sonare .”—Michele
MS.

4 Michele. Relazione MS.—“ Per rimedio
non basta indogli los fogarsi come adesso
usa con le lagrime et col piangere .”

* Burgon (Life and Times of Sir T.
Gresham) communicates the letter from the
State -paper Office . — “ Whereas it hath
pleased Almighty God of his infinite good¬
ness to adde unto the great number of
other his benefites bestowed \ipon us the
gladding of us with the happy deliverie of a
prince ; ” i. 171.
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was transmitted everywhere . Great
were the joy and the festivities in the
Netherlands , where people were so
easily made to rejoice and keep holiday
for anything . “ The Regent , being in
Antwerp, ” wrote Sir Thomas Gresham
to the lords of council, “ did cause the
great bell to ringe to give all men to
understand that the news was trewe.
The Queene’s highness ’mere merchants
caused all our Inglishe ships to shoote
off with such joy and triumph , as by
men ’s arts and pollicey coulde be de¬
vised—and the Regent sent our In¬
glishe maroners one hundred crownes
to drynke .” 1

2

If bell-ringing and
cannon -firing could have given England
a Spanish sovereign, the devoutly -
wished consummation would have been
reached . When the futility of the
royal hopes could no longer be con¬
cealed, Philip left the country , never
to return till his war with France made
him require troops , subsidies, and a
declaration of hostilities from Eng¬
land.

The personal appearance of the new
sovereign has already been described.
His manner was far from conciliatory ,
and in this respect he was the absolute
reverse of his father . Upon his first
journey out of Spain, in 1548 , into
his various dominions, he had made a
most painful impression everywhere .
“ He was disagreeable,” says Envoy
Suriano ,

“ to the Italians , detestable
to the Flemings , odious to the Ger¬
mans.”3

The remonstrances of the Emperor ,
and of Queen Mary of Hungary , at the
impropriety of his manners , had pro¬
duced , however, some effect, so that on
his wedding journey to England he

1 Burgon , i . 169.
2 “ Fu poco grato ad Italiani , ingratissimo

a Fiamenghi et a Tedeschi odioso.”—Suriano .
liolazione MS. * Suriano MS .

4 “ Havendo persa quella altezza—con la
quale usci la prima volta di Spugna et riusci
cosi odiosi."—Michele MS .

• “ Nel p . passagio suo in Spagna per Ita¬
lia, Germania et Fiandra era stiraata superba
et troppo cupida d’essere coadjutore dell’
Imperio ma hora 6 coniune opiuione che ella
habbia in se tutta quelle humanity et mo-
dostia che dir si possa.”—Badovaro MS .

• “ Si come la natura l’ha fatta di corpo
debole cosi l’ha fatta al quanto d’animo ti-
mido .” — Badoyaro MS. “ Non promette
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manifested much “ gentleness and hu¬
manity , mingled with royal gravity .” 3
Upon this occasion, says another Ve¬
netian , accredited to him, “ he had
divested himself of that Spanish
haughtiness which, when he first came
from Spain, had rendered him so odi¬
ous.” 4

*

The famous ambassador, Bado¬
varo, confirms the impression . “ Upon
his first journey, ” he says, “ he was
esteemed proud , and too greedy for the
imperial succession ; but now ’tis the
common opinion that his humanity
and modesty are all which could be
desired .

” 6 These humane qualities ,
however, it must be observed, were
exhibited only in the presence of am¬
bassadors and grandees , the only repre¬
sentatives of “ humanity ” with whom
he came publicly and avowedly in
contact .

He was thought deficient in manly
energy . He was an infirm valetudina¬
rian , and was considered as sluggish in
character , as deficient in martial enter¬
prise , as timid of temperament , as he
was fragile and sickly of frame .6 It is
true , that on account of the disappoint¬
ment which he occasioned by his con¬
trast to his warlike father , he mingled
in some tournaments in Brussels, where
he was matched against Count Mans-
feld , one of the most distinguished
chieftains of the age, and where , says
his professed panegyrist , “ he broke his
lances very much to the satisfaction of
his father and aunts .

” 7
That learned and eloquent author ,

Estelle Calvete, even filled the greater
part of a volume , in which he described
the journey of the Prince , with a mi¬
nute description of these feasts and
jousts ,8 but we may reasonably con-

quella grandezza et generalita d’animo et
vivezza di spirito che si convenga ad un
principe potente come lui—e infermo e vale-
tudinario -—da natura abhorrisce molto la
guerra , et audare en persona ne mai egfi vi
si ridurra se non per gran necessita .”—Mi¬
chele MS . “ La natura la qual inclina pin
alia quiete cb’ all’ essercitio piu al riposo cli’
al travaglio, ” etc .—Suriano MS .

J “ Arrojo los tro $os muy en alto con vo-
zeria del pueblo, regoeijo del Emperador e de
las Reynas—rompiendo sus lanzas con gal-
lardia i destreza , agradados de tu valor y
majestad estavan co razoneupadre y tids.”-—
Cabrera , i , 12.

® Y. Cabrera, i . 12, 13.
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elude that to the loyal imagination of
his eulogist Philip is indebted for most
of these knightly trophies . It was the
universal opinion of unprejudiced con¬
temporaries , that he was without a
spark of enterprise . He was even
censured for a culpable want of ambi¬
tion , and for being inferior to his father
in this respect ; as if the love of en¬
croaching on his neighbour ’s domi¬
nions, and a disposition to foreign
commotions and war , would have con¬
stituted additional virtues , had he
happened to possessthem . Those who
were most disposed to think favourably
of him , remembered that there was a
time when even Charles the Fifth was
thought weak and indolent ,1

2

and were
willing to ascribe Philip ’s pacific dispo¬
sition to his habitual cholic and side-
ache , and to his father ’s inordinate care
for him in youth .8 They even looked
forward to the time when he should
blaze forth to the world as a conqueror
and a hero. These , however, were
views entertained by but few ; the
general and the correct opinion, as it
proved, being, that Philip hated war,
would never certainly acquire any per¬
sonal distinction in the field, and when
engaged in hostilities would be apt to
gather his laurels at the hands of his
generals, rather than with his own
sword. He was believed to be the re¬
verse of the Emperor . Charles sought
great enterprises ; Philip would avoid
them . The Emperor never recoiled
before threats ; the son was reserved,
cautious, suspicious of all men, and
capable of sacrificing a realm from he¬
sitation and timidity . The father had
a genius for action ; the son a predilec¬
tion for repose. Charles took “ all

1 ‘‘Era havutoper sapido et adormentato .”
—Michele MS .

2 Michele MS.
* SurianoMS .
* The character of these apostilles , always

confused , wordy , and awkward , was some¬
times very ludicrous ; nor did it improve
after his thirty or forty years ’ daily practice
in making them . Thus, when he received a
letter from France in 1589, narrating the
assassination of Henry III ., and stating that
‘‘ the manner in which he had been killed
was that a Jacobin monk had given him a
pistol -shot in the head ” (la fagon que Ton
dit qu ’il a ette tue , sa ette par un Jacobin
qui luy a doune d’un cou de pistolle dans la
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men ’s opinions, but reserved his judg¬
ment, ” and acted on it , when matured ,
with irresistible energy ; Philip was led
by others , was vacillating in forming
decisions, and irresolute in executing
them when formed.3

Philip , then , was not considered, in
that warlike age, as likely to shine as a
warrior . His mental capacity , in gene¬
ral, was likewise not very highly es¬
teemed . His talents were, in truth ,
very much below mediocrity . His
mind was incredibly small. A petty
passion for contemptible details cha¬
racterised him from his youth , and , as
long as he lived, he could neither learn
to generalise, nor understand that one
man, however diligent , could not be
minutely acquainted with all the pub¬
lic and private affairs of fifty millions
of other men. He was a glutton of
work. He wasborn to write despatches,
and to scrawl comments 4 upon those
which he received. He often remained
at the council-board four or five hours
at a time , and he lived in his cabinet .5
He gave audiences to ambassadors and
deputies very willingly, listening at¬
tentively to all that was said of him,
and answering in monosyllables. 6

*

He
spoke no tongue but Spanish, and was
sufficiently sparing of that , but he was
indefatigable with his pen . He hated
to converse, but he could write a letter
eighteen pages long, when his corre¬
spondent was in the next room, and
when the subject was, perhaps , ono
which a man of talent could have set¬
tled with six words of his tongue . The
world , in his opinion, was to move
upon protocols and apostilles . Events
had no right to be bom throughout
his dominions, without a preparatory
tayte ), he scrawled the following luminous
comment upon the margin . Underlining the
word “ pistolle, ” he observed, “ this is per¬
haps some kind of knife ; and as for ‘ tayte /
it can be nothing else but head , which is not
tayte , but tGte , or teyte , as you very well
know ” (quiza de alguna manera de cuchillo,
etc ., etc .>—Gachard . Rapport hM . le Minist.
de l’lnteriour , prefixed to Corresp . Philippe
II ., vol. i., xlix ., note 1. It is obvious that
a person who made such wonderful com¬
mentaries as this , and was hard at work
eight or nine hours a-day for forty years,
would leave a prodigious quantity of unpub¬
lished matter at his death .

# Michele MS . • Badovaro MS .
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course of his obstetrical pedantry . He
could never learn that the earth would
not rest on its axis, while he wrote a
programme of the way it was to turn . 1

2

He was slow in deciding , slower in
communicating his decisions. He was
prolix with his pen, not from affluence,
but from paucity of ideas. He took
refuge in a cloud of words, sometimes
to conceal his meaning , oftener to con¬
ceal the absence of any meaning, thus
mystifying not only others but himself .
To one great purpose , formed early, he
adhered inflexibly. This , however, was
rather an instinct than an opinion ;
born with him , not created by him.
The idea seemed to express itself
through him , and to master him , rather
than to form one of a stock of senti¬
ments which a free agent might be ex¬
pected to possess. Although at certain
times , even this master - feeling could
yield to the pressure of a predominant
self-interest —thus shewing that even
in Philip bigotry was not absolute —
yet he appeared on the whole the em¬
bodiment of Spanish chivalry and
Spanish religious enthusiasm , in its
late and corrupted form . He was en¬
tirely a Spaniard . The Burgundian
and Austrian elements of his blood
seemed to have evaporated , and his
veins were filledalone with the ancient
ardour which in heroic centuries had
animated the Gothic champions of
Spain . The fierce enthusiasm for the
Cross, which in the long internal war¬
fare against the Crescent had been the
romantic and distinguishing feature of
the national character , had degenerated
into bigotry . That which had been
a nation ’s glory now made the mo¬
narch ’s shame . The Christian heretic
was to be regarded with a more intense
hatred than even Moor or Jew had ex¬
cited in the most Christian ages, and
Philip was to be the latest and most
perfect incarnation of all this tradi¬
tional enthusiasm , this perpetual hate .
Thus he was likely to be single-hearted

i “ Do Koning,” says one of the most pro¬
found and learned of modern historical
writers , Bakhuysen van den Brink , “ Filipe
el prudento , zoo als hij zioh gaarne hoorde
noeraen , beherrsclito mot zijn bureau , maar
zijn bureau beherrschto hem—Nooit heeft
by begrepen , dat de geseliiedenis niet stil

in his life. It was believed that his
ambition would be less to extend his
dominions than to vindicate his title of
the Most Catholic King . There could
be little doubt entertained that he
would be, at least , dutiful to liis father
in this respect , and that the edicts
would be enforced to the letter .

He was by birth , education , and
character , a Spaniard , and that so ex¬
clusively, that the circumstance would
alone have made him unfit to govern a
country so totally different in habit3
and national sentiments from his native
land . He was more a foreigner in
Brussels, even, than in England . The
gay, babbling , energetic, noisy life of
Flanders and Brabant was detestable
to him . The loquacity of the Nether -
landers was a continual reproach upon
his taciturnity . His education had
imbued him , too, with the antiquated
international hatred of Spaniard and
Fleming , which had been strengthen¬
ing in the metropolis , while the more
rapid current of life had rather tended
to obliterate the sentiment in the pro¬
vinces.

The flippancy and profligacy of
Philip the Handsome , the extortion
and insolence of his Flemish courtiers ,
had not been forgotten in Spain , nor
had Philip the Second forgiven his
grandfather forhavingbeen aforeigner .
And now his mad old grandmother ,
Johanna , who had for years been
chasing cats in the lonely tower where
she had been so long imprisoned , had
just died ; 8 and her funeral , celebrated
with great pomp by both her sons, by
Charles at Brussels and Ferdinand at
Augsburg , seemed to revive a history
which had begun to fade, and to recall
the image of Castilian sovereignty
which had been so long obscured in
the blaze of imperial grandeur .

His education bad been but meagre.
In an age when all kings and noble¬
men possessed many languages, he
spoke not a word of any tongue hut
stond , om op zijne beslissing te wachten ,
maar altoos meende hij, dat de gebeartenis -
sen haar regt am te gebeuren verkregon door
zijne hand teekening of paraphe .” — Het
Huwelijk van W . Van Oraujo met Anna v.
Saxen (Amst . 1858), p. 108.

2 De Thou, ii. 661.
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Spanish ,1- although he had a slender
knowledge of French and Italian ,
which he afterwards learned to read
with comparative facility . He had
studied a little history and geography,and he had a taste for sculpture ,
painting , and architecture 2 Certainly
if he had not possessed a feeling for
art , he would have been a monster .
To have been born in the earlier part
of the sixteenth century , to have been
a king , to have had Spain , Italy , and
the Netherlands as a birthright , and
not to have been inspired with a spark
of that fire which glowed so intensely
in those favoured lands and in that
golden age, had indeed been difficult.

The King ’s personal habits were
regular . He slept much , and took
little exercise habitually , but he had
recently been urged by the physicians
to try the effect of the chase as a cor¬
rective to his sedentary habits .

12

3 He
was most strict in religious obser¬
vances ; as regular at mass, sermons,and vespers as a monk ; much more, it
was thought by many good Catholics,than was becoming to his rank and
age.4 Besides several friars who
preached regularly for his instruction ,he had daily discussions with others
on abstruse theological points .5 He
consulted his confessor most minutely
as to all the actions of life, inquiring
anxiously whether this proceeding or
that were likely to burthen his con¬
science.6 He was grossly licentious .
It was his chief amusement to issue
forth at night disguised , that he might
indulge himself in the common haunts
of vice. This was his solace at Brus¬
sels in the midst of the gravest affairs
of state .7 He was not illiberal , but ,
on the contrary , it was thought that

1 Michele MS . “ Nella sua lingua parlararamente et l’usa sempre, ” says Badovaro
concisely : MS .

2 Badovaro MS. 5 Ibid .4 “ Attentissimo alle messi, alii vesperi et
alle prediche coin*un religioso molto pin che
alio stato et etk sua & molti pare che si con-
venga .”—Michele MS .* “ Oltre certi frati theologi predicant !
huomini di stimo , anco altri che ogni di
trattano con ini, ” etc .—Michele MS .* Michele MS . Badovaro MS.— “ Dal suo
confessore vuole intendere se il far quella et
quest* cosa puo aggravar la sua conscienza,”etc.
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he would have been even generous,had he not been straitened for moneyat the outset of his career . During a
cold winter , he distributed alms to the
poor of Brussels with an open hand .8
He was fond of jests in private , and
would laugh immoderately , when
with a few intimate associates, at buf*
fooneries, which he checked in public
by the icy gravity of his deportment .8
He dressed usually in the Spanish
fashion, with close doublet , trunk hose,and short cloak, although at times he
indulged in the more airy fashions of
France and Burgundy , wearing but¬
tons on his coats and feathers in his
hat . 10

**

He was not thought at that
time to be cruel by nature , but was
usually spoken of, in the conventional
language appropriated to monarchs , as
a prince “ clement , benign , and debon-
naire .” 11 Time was to shew the justice
of his claims to such honourable epi¬
thets .

The court was organised during his
residence at Brussels on the Burgun¬
dian, not the Spanish model,13 but of
the one hundred and fifty persons who
composed it , nine -tenths of the whole
were Spaniards ; the other fifteen or
sixteen being of various nations , Flem¬
ings, Burgundians , Italians , English ,and Germans .13 Thus it is obvious
how soon he disregarded his father ’s
precept and practice 14 in this respect ,
and began to lay the foundation of
that renewed hatred to Spaniards
which was soon to become so intense,
exuberant , and fatal throughout every
class of Netherlanders . He esteemed
no nation but the Spanish ; with
Spaniards he consorted , with Spaniards
he counselled, through Spaniards ho
governed.15

7 “ Nelle piaceri delle donno e inconti -
nente , prendendo dilettatione d’andare in.
maschera la notte et nei tempi de negotii
gravi,” etc ., etc .—Badovaro MS .

®Badovaro MS. 9 Ibid .10 Badovaro MS. Compare Suriano MS.—“ Et veste con tanta politezza e con tanto
giuditio che non si puo veder alcana cosa
piu perfetta .”

11 Vide, e. g., Archives et Correspondance
de la M. d’O., ii. 443, 447 (note 1), 448, 487.12 Badovaro MS .« Ibid .

14 Apolog. d’Orange, 47, 43.u Suriano MS .
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His council consisted of five or six

Spanish grandees, the famous Ruy
Gomez, then Count of Melito, after¬
wards Prince of Eboli ; the Duke of
Alva, the Count de Feria , the Duke of
Franca Villa, Don Antonio Toledo, and
Don Juan Manrique de Lara . The “ two
columns,” said Suriano ,

“ which sus¬
tain this great machine, are Ruy
Gomez and Alva , and from their coun¬
cils depends the government of half
the world .” 1 The two were ever bit¬
terly opposed to each other . Incessant
were their bickerings, intense their
mutual hate , desperate and difficult
the situation of any man, whether fo¬
reigner or native , who had to transact
business with the Government . If he
had secured the favour of Gomez, he
had already earned the enmity of
Alva. Was he protected by the Duke,
he was sure to be cast into outer dark¬
ness by the favourite .2 Alva repre¬
sented the war party , Ruy Gomez the
pacific policy more congenial to the
heart of Philip . The Bishop of Arras,
who in the opinion of the envoys was
worth them all for his capacity and his
experience, was then entirely in the
background , rarely entering the coun¬
cil except when summoned to give
advice in affairs of extraordinary deli¬
cacy or gravity .3 He was, however, to
reappear most signally in course of
the events already preparing . The
Duke of Alva, also to play so tremen¬
dous a part in the yet unborn history
of the Netherlands , was not beloved by
Philip .4 He was eclipsed at this period
by the superior influence of the fa¬
vourite , and his sword, moreover, be¬
came necessary in the Italian campaign
which was impending . It is remark¬
able that it was a common opinion even
at that day that the Duke was natu¬
rally hesitating and timid .5 One would
have thought that his previous victo¬
ries might have earned, for him the

1 “ - Qucste sono le eolonne con cho si
su tcuta questa gran ’ macchina , et dal ccm-
siglio di questo dipende il govemo di mezzo
l*mondo,” etc .—Suriano MS.

2 Suriano MS.
8 “ Ma non val tanto nlcun degli altri no

tutti insiemo quanto Mon . d*Arras solo.”—
Suriano MS .

* Suriano M.S. Badovaro MS .— “ II re in¬

reputation for courage and skill, which
he most unquestionably deserved. The
future was to develope those other
characteristics which were to make his
name the terror and wonder of the
world

The favourite , Ruy Gomez da Silva,
Count de Melito, was the man upon
whose shoulders the great burthen of
the state reposed . He was of a family
which was originally Portuguese . He
had been brought up with the King,
although some eight years his senior,
and their friendship dated from earliest
youth . It was said that Ruy Gomez,
when a boy, had been condemned to
death for having struck Philip , who
had come between him and another
page with whom he was quarrelling .6
The Prince threw himself passionately
at his father ’s feet , and implored for¬
giveness in behalf of the culprit with
such energy that the Emperor was
graciously pleased to spare the life of
the future prime minister .7 The in¬
cident was said to have laid the foun¬
dation of the remarkable affectionwhich
was supposed to exist between the two,
to an extent never witnessed before
between king and subject . Ruy
Gomez was famous for his tact and
complacency, and omitted no oppor¬
tunity of cementing the friendship thus
auspiciously commenced. He was said
to have particularly charmed his mas¬
ter , upon one occasion, by hypocriti¬
cally throwing up his cards at a game
of hazard played for a large stake , and
permitting him to win the game with
a far inferior hand .8 The King , learn¬
ing afterwards the true state of the
case, was charmed by the grace and
self-denial manifested by the young
nobleman . The complacency which
the favourite subsequently exhibited
in regard to the connexion which ex¬
isted so long and so publicly between
his wife, the celebrated Princess Eboli,
trinsucamento non amava il Duca .”—Bado¬
varo.5 “ Ncllaguerra, ” says Badovaro, “ mostra
timidita et poca intelligenza, ”-- “ o di
puochissimo cuore .”—MS. “ - troppo
rcsorvato et cauto et quasi timido nell
iinprcsc, ” says Suriano , MS .

0 Badovaro MS . 7 Ibid .
8 Bnmtomc ; art . Philippe II .
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and Philip , placed his power upon an
impregnable basis, and secured it till
his death .

At the present moment he occupied
the three posts of valet , state council¬
lor , and finance minister .1 He dressed
and undressed his master , read or
talked him to sleep, called him in the
morning , admitted those who were to
have private audiences, and superin¬
tended all the arrangements of the
household .3 The rest of the day was
devoted to the enormous correspon¬
dence and affairs of administration ,
which devolved upon him as first mi¬
nister of state and treasury . He was
very ignorant . He had no experience
or acquirement in the arts either of
war or peace, and his early education
had been limited .3 Like his master ,
he spoke no tongue but Spanish, and
lie had no literature . He had prepos¬
sessing manners , a fluent tongue , a
winning and benevolent disposition .
His natural capacity for affairs was
considerable, and his tact was so per¬
fect that he could converse face to face
with statesmen , doctors, and generals,
upon campaigns, theology, or juris¬
prudence , without betraying any re¬
markable deficiency. He was very
industrious , endeavouring to make up
by hard study for his lack of general
knowledge, and to sustain with credit
the burthen of his daily functions . At
the same time , by the King 's desire,
he appeared constantly at the frequent
banquets , masquerades , tourneys , and
festivities , for which Brussels at that
epoch was remarkable . It was no
wonder that his cheek was pale, and
that he seemed dying of overwork.
He discharged his duties cheerfully ,
however, for in the service of Philip he
knew no rest . “ After God,” said Ba-
dovaro, “ he knows no object save the
felicity of his master .” 4 He was al-

1 “ - Ha tre carichi del somigliar di
corpo, del consigner di stato et di contatore
maggiore .”—Badovaro MS .

2 “ Ha cura di vestire e spoliare sua M. di
dormir nella sua camera, di sopravedere alle
cose di camerar—et introduttione delle per-
sone,” etc .—BadoVaroMS .

* Badovaro MS .
4 “ Perchddopo Iddionon ha altrooggetto

che la felicity sua .”
* Badovaro MS. Suriano MS .

ready , as a matter of course, very rich ,
having been endowed by Philip with
property to the amount of twenty -six
thousand dollars yearly , and the tide of
his fortunes was still at the flood.5

Such were the two men , the master
and the favourite , to whose hands the
destinies of the Netherlands were now
intrusted .

The Queen of Hungary had resigned
the office of Regent of the Netherlands ,
as has been seen, on the occasion of
the Emperor ’s abdication . She was a
woman of masculine character , a great
huntress before the Lord , a celebrated
horsewoman, a worthy descendant of
the Lady Mary of Burgundy . Notwith¬
standing all the fine phrases exchanged
between herself and the eloquent Maas,
at the great ceremony of the 25th of
October, she was, in reality , much de¬
tested in the provinces,6and she repaid
their aversion with abhorrence . “ I
could not live among these people,”
she wrote to the Emperor , but a few
weeks before the abdication , “ even as
a private person , for it would be im¬
possible for me to do my duty towards
God and my Prince . As to governing
them , I take God to witness that the
task is so abhorrent to me, that I would
rather earn my daily bread by labour
than .attempt it .

” 7 She added, that a
woman of fifty years of age, who had
served during twenty -five of them , had
a right to repose , and that she was
moreover “ too old to recommence and
learn her A , B, C .” 8 The Emperor ,
who had always respected her for the
fidelity with which she had carried out
his designs, knew that it was hopeless
to oppose her retreat . As for Philip ,
he hated his aunt , and she hated him 9
—although , both at the epoch of the
abdication and subsequently , he was
desirous that she should administer the
government .10

• “ Regina Maria—donna di Valore—rna e
odiata da popoli .”—Badovaro MS .

7 Papiers a ’Etat du Cardinal Granvelle , iv.
476.— “ Et peus affirmer &V. M. et prendre
Dieu en temoing qua les gouverner m’est
tant aborrible que j ’aymerois mieux gaigner
ma vie que de m’y mectre ." 8 Ibid .

8 “ Et il Re di Spagna odia lei, et lei lui .”
—Badovaro MS .

10Gachard . Retraite et Mort, etc ., i ., xl .,
xli . 343, 357, 417.
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The new Regent was to be the Duke

of Savoy. This wandering and adven¬
turous potentate had attached himself
to Philip ’s fortunes , and had been re¬
ceived by the King with as much favour
as he had ever enjoyed at the hands of
the Emperor . Emanuel Philibert of
Savoy, then about twenty -six or seven
years of age, was the son of the late
unfortunate duke , by Donna Beatrice
of Portugal , sister of the Empress .
He was the nephew of Charles, and
first -cousin to Philip . The partiality
of the Emperor for his mother was
well known , but the fidelity with which
the family had followed the imperial
cause had been productive of nothing
but disaster to the duke . He had
been ruined in fortune , stripped of all
his dignities and possessions. His son’s
only inheritance was his sword. The
young Prince of Piedmont , as he was
commonly called in his youth , sought
the camp of the Emperor , and was re¬
ceived with distinguished favour . He
rose rapidly in the military service.
Acting always upon his favourite
motto , “ Spoliatis arma supersunt, ” he
had determined , if possible, to carve
his way to glory, to wealth , and even
to his hereditary estates, by his sword
alone.1 War was not only his passion,
but his trade . Every one of his cam¬
paigns was a speculation , and he had
long derived a satisfactory income by
purchasing distinguished prisoners of
war at a low price from the soldiers
who had captured them , and were ig¬
norant of their rank , and by ransoming
them afterwards at an immense ad¬
vance.2 This sort of traffic in men was
frequent in that age , and was considered
perfectly honourable . Marshal Strozzi ,
Count Mansfeld, and other professional
soldiers , derived their main income
from the system .3 They were natu¬
rally inclined , therefore , to look impa¬
tiently upon a state of peace as an
unnatural condition of affairswhich cut
off all the profits of their particular
branch of industry , and condemned
them tcf both idleness and poverty .

1 Brant6mo . (Euvres , i. 351, sqq .
* Ibid .
* De Thou , iii., Hv., xix . 162, sqq.
4 “ Paria poco, dice corse buone et e ac-

of Savoy. 79
The Duke of Savoy had become one of
the most experienced and successful
commanders of the age, and an especial
favourite with the Emperor . He had
served with Alva in the campaigns
agajnst the Protestants of Germany,
and in other important fields . War
being his element , he considered peace
as undesirable , although he could re¬
cognise its existence . A truce he held,
however, to be a senseless paradox,
unworthy of the slightest regard . An
armistice , such as was concluded on
the February following the abdication ,
was, in his opinion , only to be turned
to account by dealing insidious and
unsuspected blows at the enemy , some
portion of whose population might re¬
pose confidence in the plighted faith of
monarchs and plenipotentiaries . He
had a show of reason for his political
and military morality , for he only chose
to execute the evil which had been
practised upon himself . His father
had been beggared, his mother had died
of spite and despair , he had himself
been reduced from the rank of a sove¬
reign to that of a mercenary soldier, by
spoliations made in time of truce . He
wasreputed a man of very decided abili¬
ties , and wasdistinguished for headlong
bravery . His rashness and personal dar¬
ing were thought the only drawbacks
to his high character as a commander .
He had many accomplishments . He
spoke Latin , French , Spanish, and Ita¬
lian with equal fluency, was celebrated
for his attachment to the fine arts , and
wrote much and with great elegance.4
Such had been Philibert of Savoy, the
pauper nephew of the powerful Em¬
peror , the adventurous and vagrant
cousin of the lofty Philip , a prince
without a people, a duke without a
dukedom ; w’ith no hope but in war¬
fare , with no revenue but rapine ; the
image, in person, of a bold and manly
soldier, small, but graceful and athletic ,
martial in bearing ,

“ wearing his sword
under his arm like a corporal,

” 5 be¬
cause an internal malady made a belt
inconvenient , and ready to turn to

corte et sagace molto , tiene chiusiisuoi pen-
sieri et ha fama di tener cosi quei che li sono
detti segretanente .”—Badovaro MS .

6 Brautdme . i. 358.
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swift account every chance which a
new series of campaigns might open to
him . With his new salary as governor,
his pensions, and the remains of his
possessions in Nice and Piedmont , he
had now the splendid annual income of
one hundred thousand crowns, and was
sure to spend it all.1

2

It had been the desire of Charles to
smooth the commencement of Philip ’s
path . He had for this purpose made
a vigorous effort to undo , as it were,
the whole work of his reign , to suspend
the operation of his whole political sys¬
tem . The Emperor and conqueror ,
who had been warring all his lifetime,
had attempted , as the last act of his
reign , to improvise a peace. But it was
not so easy to arrange a pacification of
Europe as dramatically as he desired,
in order that he might gather his robes
about him , and allow the curtain to
fall upon his eventful history in a
grand hush of decorum and quiet .
During the autumn and winter of 1555 ,
hostilities had been virtually suspend¬
ed, and languid negotiations ensued.
For several months armies confronted
each other without engaging, and diplo¬
matists fenced among themselves with¬
out any palpable result . At last the
2?eace commissioners, who had been
assembled at Vaucelles since the be¬
ginning of the year 1556 , signed a
treaty of truce rather than of peace,
upon the 5th of February . 3 It was to
be an armistice of five years, both by
land and sea, for France , Spain , Flan¬
ders, and Italy , throughout all the do¬
minions of the French and Spanish
monarclis. The Pope was expressly
included in the truce , which was signed
on the part of France by Admiral Co-
ligny and Sebastian l’Aubespine ; on
that of Spain , by Count de Lalain,
Philibert de Bruxelles , Simon Renard ,
and Jean Baptiste Sciceio, a juriscon¬
sult of Cremona. 3 During the previous
month of December , however, the Pope
had concluded with the French mo¬
narch a treaty , by which this solemn
armistice was rendered an egregious
farce . While Henry ’s plenipotentiaries

1 Badovaro MS.
2 Dc Thou , iii . 14, sqq. Meteren, i . 17.
» Ibid . Ibid.

Dutch Republic. [1556.
had been plighting their faith to those
of Philip , it had been arranged that
France should sustain , by subsidies
and armies, the scheme upon which
Paul was bent to drive the Spaniards
entirely out of the Italian peninsula . 4
The king was to aid the pontiff, and,
in return , was to carve thrones for his
own younger children out of the con¬
fiscated realms of Philip . When was
France ever slow to sweep upon Italy
with such a hope ? How could the
ever-glowing rivalry of Valois and
Habsburg fail to burst into a general
conflagration, while the venerable vice¬
gerent of Christ stood thus beside them
with his fan in his hand ?

For a brief breathing space, however,
the news of the pacification occasioned
much joy in the provinces. They re¬
joiced even in a temporary cessation
of that long series of campaigns from
which they could certainly derive no
advantage , and in which their part was
to furnish money, soldiers, and battle¬
fields, without prospect of benefit from
any victory , however brilliant , or any
treaty , however elaborate . Manufac¬
turing , agricultural , and commercial
provinces, filled to the full with indus¬
trial life, could not but be injured by
being converted into perpetual camps.
All was joy in the Netherlands , while
at Antwerp , the great commercial me¬
tropolis of the provinces and of Europe ,
the rapture was unbounded . Oxen
were roasted whole in the public
squares ; the streets , soon to be em¬
purpled with the best blood of her
citizens , ran red with wine ; a hundred
triumphal arches adorned the pathway
of Philip as he came thither ; and a
profusion of flowers, although it was
February , were strewn before his feet .3
Such was his greeting in the light¬
hearted city , but the countenance was
more than usually sullen with which
the sovereign received these demon¬
strations of pleasure . It was thought
by many that Philip had been really
disappointed in the conclusion of the
armistice , that he was inspired with a
spark of that martial ambition for

4 Be Thou, iii . xvii . Meteren, i . 17,
sqq.

« Meteren , i . 17, sqq.
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which his panegyrists gave him credit ,
and that , knowing full well the im¬
probability of a long suspension of
hostilities , he was even eager for the
chance of conquest which their resump¬
tion would afford him . The secret
treaty of the Pope was, of course, not
so secret but that the hollow intentions
of the contracting parties to the truce of
Vaucelles were thoroughly suspected ;
intentions which certainly went far to
justify the maxims and the practice
of the new governor-general of the
Netherlands upon the subject of ar¬
mistices . Philip , understanding his
position, was revolving renewed mili¬
tary projects while his subjects were
ringing merry bells and lighting bonfires
in the Netherlands . These schemes,
which were to be carried out in the
immediate future , caused, however , a
temporary delay in the great purpose
to which he was to devote his life.

The Emperor had always desired to
regard the Netherlands as a whole, and
he hated the antiquated charters and
obstinate privileges which interfered
with his ideas of symmetry . Two
great machines, the Court of Mechlin
and the Inquisition , would effectually
simplify and assimilate all these irre¬
gular and heterogeneous rights . The
civil tribunal was to annihilate all
diversities in their laws by a general
cassation of all their constitutions , and
the ecclesiastical court was to bum
out all differences in their religious
faith . Between two such millstones
it was thought that the Netherlands
might be crushed into uniformity .
Tliilip succeeded to these traditions .
The father had never sufficient leisure
to carry out all his schemes, but it
seemed probable that the son would be
a worthy successor, at least in all
which concerned the religious part of
his system . One of the earliest mea¬
sures of his reign was to re-enact the
dread edict of 1550 . This he did by
the express advice of the Bishop of
Arras , who represented to him the
expediency of making use of the po¬
pularity of his father ’s name to sustain
the horrible system resolved upon . 1

1 Papiers d’Etat du Card. Granvello, ix .
478, 479.
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As Charles was the author of the edict,
it could be always argued that nothing
new was introduced ; that burning ,
hanging , and drowning for religious
differences constituted a part of the
national institutions ; that they had
received the sanction of the wise Em¬
peror , and had been sustained by the
sagacity of past generations . Nothing
could have been more subtle , as the
event proved, than this advice. Innu¬
merable were the appeals made in sub¬
sequent years upon this subject , to the
patriotism and the conservative senti¬
ments of the Netherlanders . Repeat¬
edly they were summoned to maintain
the Inquisition , on the ground that it
had been submitted to by their ances¬
tors , and that no change had been made
by Philip , who desired only to main¬
tain church and crown in the authority
which they had enjoyed in the days of
his father “ of very laudable memory .

”
Nevertheless , the King ’s military

plans seemed to interfere for the mo¬
ment with this cherished object . He
seemed to swerve, at starting , from
pursuing the goal which he was only
to abandon with life. The edict of
1550 was re-enacted and confirmed,
and all office -holders were commanded
faithfully to enforce it upon pain of
immediate dismissal.3 Nevertheless ,
it was not vigorously carried into
effect anywhere . It was openly re¬
sisted in Holland , its proclamation was
flatly refused in Antwerp , and repudi¬
ated throughout Brabant .3 It was
strange that such disobedience should
be tolerated , but the King wanted
money. He was willing to refrain for a
season from exasperating the provinces
by fresh religious pemecution at the
moment when he was endeavouring to
extort every penny which it was pos¬
sible to wring from their purses .4

The joy , therefore , with which the
pacification had been hailed by the
people was far from an agreeable
spectacle to the King . The provinces
would expect that the forces which
had been maintained at their expense
during the war would be disbanded,
whereas he had no intention of dis-

2 Bor , i. 12. 2 Ibid ., i. 15.4 Ibid ., i . 15, sqq .
F
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banding them . As the truce was sure
to be temporary , he had no disposition
to diminish his available resources for
a war which might be renewed at any
moment . To maintain the existing
military establishment in the Nether¬
lands , a large sum of money was re¬
quired , for the pay was very much in
arrear . The King had made a state¬
ment to the provincial estates upon
this subject , but the matter was kept
secret during the negotiations with
France . The way had thus been
paved for the " Bequest ” or “ Bede,”
which he now made to the estates as¬
sembled at Brussels, in the spring of
1556. It was to consist of a tax of
one per cent , (the hundredth penny)
upon all real estate , and of two per
cent , upon all merchandise ; to be col¬
lected in three payments . The re¬
quest , in so far as the imposition
of the proposed tax was concerned,
was refused by Flanders , Brabant ,
Holland , and all the other important
provinces ; but , as usual, a moderate ,
even a generous, commutation in
money was offered by the estates.
This was finally accepted by Philip ,after he had become convinced that at
this moment , when he was contem¬
plating a war with France , it would
be extremely impolitic to insist upon
the tax . The publication of the truce
in Italy had been long delayed, and
the first infractions which it suffered
were committed in that country . The
arts of politicians , the schemes of indi¬
vidual ambition , united with the
short -lived military ardour of Philip to
place that monarch in an eminently
false position, that of hostility to the
Pope. As was unavoidable, the secret
treaty of December acted as an im¬
mediate dissolvent to the truce of
February .

Great was the indignation of Paul
Caraffa, when that truce was first
communicated to him by the Cardinal
de Toumon , on the part of the French
Government .1 Notwithstanding the

1 De Thou, iii. 10, liv., xvii . Meteren .Bor.
a “ Qu ’alors ©t en ce m5me temps il se fitd’estranges metamorphoses plus qu ’il ne

e’en soit dans celles d’Ovide. Quo 1© plus
grand mondaiu et ambitious guerrier se
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protestations of France that the secret
league was still binding , the pontiff
complained that he was likely to be
abandoned to his own resources, and
to be left single-handed to contend
with the vast power of Spain.

Pope Paul IV ., of the house of
Caraffa, was, in position , the well-
known counterpart of the Emperor
Charles. At the very moment when
the conqueror and autocrat was ex¬
changing crown for cowl, and the
proudest throne of the universe for a
cell, this aged monk , as weary of
scientific and religious seclusion as
Charles of pomp and power, had abdi¬
cated his scholastic pre -eminence, and
exchanged his rosary for the keys and
sword. A pontifical Faustus , he had
become disgusted with the results of
a life of study and abnegation , and
immediately upon his election appeared
to be glowing with mundane passions,and inspired by the fiercest ambition
of a warrior . He had rushed from
the cloister as eagerly as Charles had
sought it . He panted for the tempests
of the great external world as earnestly
as the conqueror who had so long rid¬
den upon the whirlwind of human
affairs sighed for a haven of repose.2
None of his predecessors had been
more despotic , more belligerent , more
disposed to elevate and strengthen the
temporal power of Borne. In the In¬
quisition he saw the grand machine
by which this purpose could be accom¬
plished,3 and yet found himself for a
period the antagonist of Philip ! The
single circumstance would have been
sufficient, had other proofs been want¬
ing, to make manifest that the part
which he had chosen to play was above
his genius . Had his capacity been at
all commensurate with his ambition ,
he might have deeply influenced the
fate of the world ; but fortunately no
wizard’s charm came to the aid of
Paul Caraffa, and the triple -crowned
monk sat upon the pontifical throne , a
fierce, peevish, querulous , and quarrel -
voua et se rondit religieux et le Papo Paul
IV. Caraffe , qui avoit este lo plus austere
theatin , devot et religieux , se rendit arabi-
tieux mondain et guerrier .”—BrauWcae;
art . Charles Quint .

* De Thou, iii. 19.
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some dotard ; the prey and the tool of
his vigorous enemies and his intrigu¬
ing relations . His hatred of Spain
and Spaniards was unbounded . He
raved at them as “ heretics , schis¬
matics , accursed of God, the spawn of
Jews and Moors, the very dregs of the
earth .” 1 To play upon such insane
passions was not difficult, and a skilful
artist stood ever ready to strike the
chords thus vibrating with age and
fury . The master -spirit and principal
mischief-maker of the papal court was
the well-known Cardinal CarafFa , once
a wild and dissolute soldier, nephew to
the Pope. He inflamed the anger of
the pontiff by his representations , that
the rival house of Colonna, sustained
by the Duke of Alva, now viceroy of
Naples, and by the whole Spanish
power, thus relieved from the fear of
French hostilities , would be free to
wreak its vengeance upon their family .2
It was determined that the Court of
France should be held by the secret
league. Moreover, the Pope had been
expressly included in the treaty of
Vaucelles, although the troops of Spain
had already assumed a hostile attitude
in the south of Italy . The Cardinal
was for immediately proceeding to
Paris , there to excite the sympathy of
the French monarch for the situation
of himself and his uncle . An imme¬
diate rupture between France and
Spain, a rekindling of the War flames
from one end of Europe to the other ,
were necessary to save the credit and
the interests of the Caraffas. Cardinal
de Toumon , not desirous of so sudden
a termination to the pacific relations
between his country and Spain , suc¬
ceeded in detaining him a little longer
in Rome.3 He remained, but not in
idleness. The restless intriguer had
already formed close relations with the
most important personage in France,Diana of Poitiers .4 This venerable
courtesan , to the enjoyment of whose
charms Henry had succeeded, with the
other regal possessions, on the death
of his father , was wonby the flatteries

1 “ Heretici , scismatici , et maladetti di
Bio, some de Giudei et de Marrani foccia
dot mondo.”—Navigero, Relaziono, MS .Bib. de Bourg . No . 6079.

of the wily Caraffa, and by the assi¬
duities of the Guise family . The best
and most sagacious statesmen , the
Constable and the Admiral , were in
favour of peace, for they knew the
condition of the kingdom. The Duke
of Guise and the Cardinal Lorraine
were for a rupture , for they hoped to
increase their family influence by war.
Coligny had signed the treaty of Vau¬
celles, and wished to maintain it , but
the influence of the Catholic party was
in the ascendant . The result was to
embroil the Catholic King against the
Pope and against themselves . The
Queen was as favourably inclined as
the mistress to listen to Caraffa, for
Catherine de Medici was desirous that
her cousin, Marshal Strozzi, should
have honorable and profitable employ¬
ment in some fresh Italian campaigns.

In the meantime an accident fa¬
voured the designs of the papal court .
An open quarrel with Spain resulted
from an insignificant circumstance .
The Spanish ambassador at Rome was
in the habit of leaving the city very
often, at an early hour in the morning,
upon shooting excursions, and had long
enjoyed the privilege of ordering the
gates to be opened for him at his plea¬
sure. By accident or design, he was
refused permission upon one occasion
to pass through the gate as usual . Un¬
willing to lose his day ’s sport , and
enraged at what he considered an in¬
dignity , his excellency, by the aid of
his attendants , attacked and beat the
guard , mastered them , made his way
out of the city , and pursued his morn¬
ing’s amusement .5 The Pope was
furious , and Caraffa artfully inflamed
his anger . The envoy was refused an
audience, which he desired for the
sake of offering explanations , and the
train being thus laid , it was thought
that the right moment had arrived for
applying the firebrand . The Cardinal
went to Paris post haste . In his audi¬
ence of the King , he represented that
his Holiness had placed implicit re¬
liance upon his secret treaty with his

* Do Thou, iii 19, sqq .« Ibid .
* Ibid ., ubi sup .
* Ibid, iii., liv . xvii . 19, sqq.
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Majesty , that the recently -concluded
truce with Spain left the pontiff at the
mercy of the Spaniard , that the Duke
of Alva had already drawn the sword,
that the Pope had long since done
himself the pleasure and the honour of
appointing the French monarch pro¬
tector of the papal chair in general,
and of the Caraffa family in particu¬
lar , and that the moment had arrived
for claiming the benefit of that protec¬
tion . He assured him , moreover, as by
full papal authority , that in respecting
the recent truce with Spain, his Ma¬
jesty would violate both human and
divine law. Reason and justice re¬
quired him to defend the pontiff, now
that the Spaniards were about to profit
by the interval of truce to take mea¬
sures for his detriment . Moreover, as
the Pope was included in the truce of
Vaucelles, he could not be abandoned
without a violation of that treaty it¬
self.1 The arts and arguments of the
Cardinal proved successful; the war
was resolved upon in favour of the
Pope .2 The Cardinal, by virtue of
powers received and brought with him
from his Holiness, absolved the King
from all obligation to keep his faith
with Spain. He also gave him a dis¬
pensation from the duty of prefacing
hostilities by a declaration of war.
Strozzi was sent at once into Italy ,
with some hastily -collected troops,
while the Duke of Guise waited to
organise a regular army.

The mischief being thus fairly afoot,
and war let loose again upon Europe ,
the Cardinal made a public entry into
Paris , as legate of the Pope . The po¬
pulace crowded about his mule , as he
rode at the head of a stately proces¬
sion through the streets . All were
anxious to receive a benediction from
the holy man who had come so far to
represent the successor of St Peter ,
and to enlist the efforts of all true be¬
lievers in his cause. He appeared to
answer the entreaties of the supersti¬
tious rabble with fervent blessings,
while the friends who were nearest
him were aware that nothing but gibes
and sarcasms were falling from his lips.

" Let us fool these poor creatures to
their heart ’s content , since they will be
fools,” he muttered ; smiling the while
upon them benignantly , as became his
holy office .3 Such were the mate¬
rials of this new combination ; such
was the fuel with which this new
blaze was lighted and maintained .
Thus were the great powers of the
earth —Spain, France , England , and
the Papacy—embroiled, and the na¬
tions embattled against each other for
several years . The preceding pages
shew how much national interests , or
principles, were concerned in the
struggle thus commenced, in which
thousands were to shed their life-blood,
and millions to be reduced from peace
and comfort to suffer all the misery
which famine and rapine can inflict.
It would no doubt have increased the
hilarity of Caraffa, as he made his
triumphant entry into Paris , could the
idea have been suggested to his mind
that the sentiments , or the welfare of
the people throughout the great states
now involved in his meshes, could have
any possible bearing upon the question
of peace or war. The world was go¬
verned by other influences. The wiles
of a cardinal— the arts of a concubine
— the snipe-shooting of an ambassador
— the speculations of a soldier of for¬
tune —the ill-temper of a monk— the
mutual venom of Italian houses—
above all, the perpetual rivalry of the
two great historical families who
owned the greater part of Europe be¬
tween them as their private property
—such were the wheels on which
rolled the destiny of Christendom.
Compared to these, what were great
moral and political ideas, the plans of
statesmen , the hopes of nations ? Time
was soon to shew. Meanwhile, go¬
vernment continued to be adminis¬
tered exclusively for the benefit of the
governors. Meanwhile, a petty war
for paltry motives was to precede the
great spectacle which was to prove to
Europe that principles and peoples still
existed, and that a phlegmatic nation
of merchants and manufacturers could
defy the powers of the universe , and

* De Thou, iii. 23-29. * Ibid . Bor, i . 15. * De Thou, iii. 29, xviL
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risk all their blood and treasure , gene¬
ration after generation , in a sacred
cause.

It does not belong to my purpose to
narrate the details of the campaign in
Italy ; neither is this war of politics
and chicane of any great interest at
the present day. To the military minds
of their age, the scientific duel which
now took place upon a large scale, be¬
tween two such celebrated captains as
the Dukes of Guise and Alva, was no
doubt esteemed the most important of
spectacles ; but the progress of man¬
kind in the art of slaughter has stripped
so antiquated an exhibition of most of
its interest , even in a technical point of
view. Not much satisfaction could be
derived from watching an old-fashioned
game of war, in which the parties sat
down before each other bo tranquilly ,
and picked up piece after piece, castle
after castle, city after city , with such
scientific deliberation as to make it
evident that , in the opinion of the
commanders, war was the only serious
business to be done in the world ; that
it was not to be done in a hurry , nor
contrary to rule ; and that when a
general had a good job upon his hands
he ought to know his profession much
too thoroughly , to hasten through it
before he saw his way clear to another .
From the point of time , at the close of
the year 1556 , when that well-trained ,
but not very successful soldier, Strozzi,
crossed the Alps, down to the autumn
of the following year , when the Duke
of Alva made his peace with the Pope,
there was hardly a pitched battle , and
scarcely an event of striking interest .
Alva, as usual, brought his dilatory
policy to bear upon his adversary with
great effect. He had no intention , he
observed to a friend , to stake the whole
kingdom of Naples against a brocaded
coat of the Duke of Guise.1 More¬
over, he had been sent to the war, as

i De la Itoca . Resultas de la Vida del
Duque de Alba, p . 66.

* ‘‘- Et come mi disse il S . Ruy Gomez
non si mancherJi a tal fine di usare supplica¬
tion ! humili & S. SantitA, mendandogli il
Duca d’Alva colla coreggia al eollo per paci-
ficarla.”—Badovaro MS.

* Michele. Relatione MS .
4 Badovaro MS.—“ — Non fu d’opinione

Ruy Gomez informed the Venetian
ambassador, “ with a bridle in his
mouth .”2

*

Philip , sorely troubled in
his mind at finding himself in so
straDge a position as this hostile atti¬
tude to the Church , had earnestly in¬
terrogated all the doctors and theolo¬
gians with whom he habitually took
counsel, whether this war with the
Pope would not work a forfeiture of
his title of the Most Catholic King .*
The Bishop of Arras and the favourite
both disapproved of the war, and en¬
couraged with all their influence the
pacific inclinations of the monarch .4

*

The doctors were, to be sure, of opi¬
nion that Philip , having acted in Italy
only in self-defence, and for the pro¬
tection of his states , ought not to be
anxious as to his continued right to
the title on which he valued himself
so highly .8 Nevertheless , such pon-
derings and misgivings could not but
bave the effect of hampering the ac¬
tions of Alva . That general chafed
inwardly at what he considered his
own contemptible position . At the
same time , he enraged the Duke of
Guise still more deeply by the forced
calmness of his proceedings. For¬
tresses were reduced, towns taken , one
after another , with the most provoking
deliberation , while his distracted ad¬
versary in vain strove to defy, or to
delude him into trying the chances of
a stricken field.6 The battle of Saint
Quentin , the narrative of which be¬
longs to our subject , and will soon oc¬
cupy our attention , at last decided the
Italian operations . Egmont ’s brilliant
triumph in Picardy rendered a victory
in Italy superfluous, and placed in
Alva’s hand the power of commanding
the issue of his own campaign.7 The
Duke of Guise was recalled to defend
the French frontier , which the bravery
of the Flemish hero had imperilled ,
and the Pope was left to make the

che si comincia la guerra col pontefice,”
etc ., etc .

Compare Suriana MS .—“ - Non fu mai
d’opinione che si movesse la guerra con il
papa per non metter in pericolo le cose
d ' ltalia, " etc .

* Michele MS .
® De Thou , iii. 119, liv. xviii .
* Ibid ., iii . 125.
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beat peace which he could. All was
now prosperous and smiling , and the
campaign closed with a highly original
and entertaining exhibition . The pon¬
tiff ’s puerile ambition , sustained by
the intrigues of his nephew, had in¬
volved the French monarch in a war
which was contrary to his interests
and inclination . Paul now found his
ally too sorely beset to afford him that
protection upon which he had relied,
when he commenced, in his dotage, his
career as a warrior . He was, there¬
fore, only desirous of deserting his
friend , and of relieving himself from
his uncomfortable predicament , by
making a treaty with his Catholic
Majesty upon the best terms which he
could obtain . The King of France,
who had gone to war only for the sake
of his Holiness, was to be left to fight
his own battles , while the Pope was to
make his peace with all the world.
The result was a desirable one for
Philip . Alva was accordingly in¬
structed to afford the holy father a
decorous and appropriate opportunity
for carrying out his wishes. The vic¬
torious general was apprized that his
master desired no fruit from his com¬
manding attitude in Italy and the vic¬
tory of Saint Quentin , save a full par¬
don from the Pope for maintaining
even a defensive war against him .1 An
amicable siege of Rome was accord¬
ingly commenced, in the course of
which an assault or “ camiciata” on the
holy city, was arranged for the night
of the 26th August 1557 . The pon¬
tiff agreed to be taken by surprise ,
while Alva, through what was to ap¬
pear only a superabundance of his
habitual discretion/was to draw off his
troops at the very moment when the
victorious assault was to be made.2 The
imminent danger to the holy city and
to his own sacred person thus furnish¬
ing the pontiff with an excuse for
abandoning his own cause, as well as
that of his ally, the Duke of Alva was
allowed, in the name of his master and
himself , to make submission to the

1 De la Roca. Resultas de la Vida, etc .,
p . 68 .

3 De Thou, iii. 127-129, xviii . Cabrera,
lib . iv . c. xi . 166- 168. Compare Llorente ,
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Church and his peace with Rome.3 The
Spanish general, with secret indigna¬
tion and disgust , was compelled to hu¬
mour the vanity of a peevish but impe¬
rious old man . Negotiations were
commenced, and so skilfully had the
Duke played his game during the
spring and summer , that when he was
admitted to kiss the Pope’s toe , he
was able to bring a hundred Italian
towns in his hand , as a peace-offering
to his Holiness.4 These he now re¬
stored with apparent humility and in¬
ward curses, upon the condition that
the fortification should be razed, and
the French alliance absolutely re¬
nounced . Thus did the fanaticism of
Philip reverse the relative position of
himself and his antagonist . Thus was
the vanquished pontiff allowed almost
to dictate terms to the victorious
general . The King who could thus
humble himself to a dotard , while he
made himself the scourge of his sub¬
jects , deserved that the bull of excom¬
munication which had been prepared
should be fulminated . He, at least,
was capable of feeling the scathing
effects of such anathemas .

The Duke of Guise, having been dis¬
missed with the pontiff ’s assurance
that he had done little for the interests
of his sovereign, less for the protection
of the Church, and least of all for his
own reputation , set forth with all speed
for Civita Vecchia, to do what he could
upon the Flemish frontier to atone for
his inglorious campaign in Italy . The
treaty between the Pope and the Duke
of Alva was signed 5 on the 14th Sep¬
tember ( 1557 ), and the Spanish general
retired for the winter to Milan. Car¬
dinal Caraffa was removed from the
French court to that of Madrid, there
to spin new schemes for the embroil¬
ment of nations and the advancement
of his own family . Very little glory
was gained by any of the combatants
in this campaign. Neither Spain,
France , nor Paul IV . came out of the
Italian contest in better condition than
that in which they entered upon it.

Hist . Critique de Plnquisit ., ii . 179- 183 ; De
la Roea, 68- 72.

8 De Thou. Cabrera, ubi sup .
* Ibid ., iii . 128. 6 Ibid.
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Jn fact each of them was a loser.
France had made an inglorious retreat ,
the Pope a ludicrous capitulation , and
the only victorious party , the King of
Spain, had, during the summer , con¬
ceded to Cosmo de Medici the sove¬
reignty of Sienna. Had Venice shewn
more cordiality towards Philip , and
more disposition to sustain his policy,
it is probable that the Republic would
have secured the prize which thus fell
to the share of Cosmo .

*

1 That astute
and unprincipled potentate , who could
throw his net so well in troubled , water,
had successfully duped all parties—
Spain, France, and Rome. The man
who had not only not participated in
the contest , but who had kept all par¬
ties and all warfare away from his
borders , was the only individual in
Italy who gained territorial advantage
from the war.

To avoid interrupting the continuity
of the narrative , the Spanish campaign
has been briefly sketched until the
autumn of 1557, at which period the
treaty between the Pope and Philip
was concluded. It is now necessary to
go back to the close of the preceding
year.

Simultaneously with the descent of
the French troops upon Italy , hostili¬
ties had broken out upon the Flemish
border . The pains of the Emperor in
covering the smouldering embers of
national animosities so precipitately ,
and with a view rather to scenic effect
than to a deliberate and well-considered
result , were thus set at nought , and
within a year from the day of his abdi¬
cation , hostilities were re-opened from
the Tiber to the German Ocean. The
blame of first violating the truce of
Vaucelles was laid by each party upon
the other with equal justice , for there
can be but little doubt that the re¬
proach justly belonged to both . Both
had been equally faithless in their pro¬
fessionsof amity . Both were equally re¬
sponsiblefor the scenes of war, plunder ,
and misery , which again were desolat¬
ing the fairest regions of Christendom .

At the time when the French court
had resolved to concede to the wishes

1 Suriano MS .
1 BranWme ; art Due de Savoie.

of the Caraffafamily , Admiral Coligny,
who had been appointed governor of
Picardy , had received orders to make
a foray upon the frontier of Flanders .
Before the formal annunciation of hos¬
tilities , it was thought desirable to reap
all the advantage possible from the
perfidy which had been resolved upon.

It happened that a certain banker of
Lucca, an ancient gambler and de¬
bauchee , whom evil courses had re¬
duced from affluence to penury , had
taken up his abode upon a hill over¬
looking the city of Douay . Here he
had built himself a hermit ’s cell. Clad
in sackcloth , with a rosary at his waist,
he was accustomed to beg his bread
from door to door. His garb was all,
however, which he possessed of sanc¬
tity , and he had passed his time in
contemplating the weak points in the
defences of the city with much more
minuteness than those in his own heart .
Upon the breaking out of hostilities in
Italy , the instincts of his old profession
had suggested to him that a good
speculation might be made in Flanders
by turning to account as a spy the ob¬
servations which he had made in his
character of a hermit . 2 He sought an
interview with Coligny, and laid his
propositions before him . The noble
Admiral hesitated , for his sentiments
were more elevated than those of many
of his contemporaries . He had , more¬
over, himself negotiated and signed the
truce with Spain, and he shrank from
violating it with his own hand , before
a declaration of war . Still he was awar*
that a French army was on its way to
attack the Spaniards in Italy ; he was
under instructions to take the earliest
advantage which his position upon the
frontier might offer him ; he knew that
both theory and practice authorised a
general, in that age, to break his fast ,
even in time of truce , if a tempting
morsel should present itself ; 3 and,
above all, he thoroughly understood
the character of his nearest antagonist ,
the new governor of the Netherlands ,
Philibert of Savoy, whom he knew to
be the most unscrupulous chieftain in
Europe . These considerations decided

a De Thou, iii. 78, liv. xviii. P . C. Hoofd.
Ncderl . Historien (Amsterdam , 1G42), i . 7.
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him to take advantage of the hermit
banker ’s communication .

A day was accordingly fixed, at
which, under the guidance of this
newly-acquired ally, a surprise should
be attempted by the French forces,
and the unsuspecting city of Douay
given over to the pillage of a brutal
soldiery. The time appointed was the
night of Epiphany , upon occasion of
which festival it was thought that the
inhabitants , overcome with sleep and
wassail, might be easily overpowered.
(6th January 1557 .) The plot was a
good plot , but the Admiral of France
was destined to be foiled by an old
woman. This person, apparently the
only creature awake in the town,
perceived the danger, ran shrieking
through the streets , alarmed the citi¬
zens while it was yet time , and thus
prevented the attack . 1

*

Coligny, dis¬
appointed in his plan, recompensed his
soldiers by a sudden onslaught upon
Lens in Arthois , which he sacked and
then levelled with the ground . Such
was the wretched condition of frontier
cities, standing , even in time of peace,
with the ground undermined beneath
them , and existing every moment , as
it were, upon the brink of explosion.8

Hostilities having been thus com¬
menced, the French government was
in someembarrassment . The Duke of
Guise, with the most available forces
of the kingdom , having crossed the
Alps, it became necessary forthwith to
collect another army . The place of
rendezvous appointed was Pierrepoint ,
where an army of eighteen thousand
infantry and five thousand horse were
assembled early in the spring .3 In the
meantime Philip , finding the war fairly
afoot, had crossed to England for the
purpose (exactly in contravention of
all his marriage stipulations ) of cajol¬
ing his wife and browbeating her minis¬
ters into a participation in his war with
France . This was easily accomplished.
The English nation found themselves
accordingly engaged in a contest with
which they had no concern, which, as

i De Thou . Hoofd, ubi sup .
a Ibid . Ibid .
* De Thou, iii. 148, liv. xviii.
* Iloofd , 1, 7. De Thou , iii . 144.
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the event proved, was very much
against their interests , and in which
the moving cause for their entangle¬
ment was the devotion of a weak, bad,ferocious woman, for a husband who
hated her . A herald sent from Eng¬
land arrived in France , disguised, and
was presented to King Henry at
Rheims. Here , dropping on one knee ,he recited a list of complaints against
his Majesty, on behalf of the English
Queen, all of them fabricated or exag¬
gerated for the occasion, and none of
them furnishing even a decorous pre¬
text for the war which was now for¬
mally declared. 4 The French monarch
expressed his regret and surprise that
the firm and amicable relations secured
by treaty between the two countries
should thus , without sufficient cause,be violated . In accepting the wager
of warfare forced upon him, he bade
the herald , Norris, inform his mistress
that her messenger was treated with
courtesy only because he represented
a lady, and that had he come from a
king, the language with which he
would have been greeted would have
befitted the perfidy manifested on the
occasion. God would punish this
shameless violation of faith , and this
wanton interruption to the friendship
of two great nations . With this the
herald was dismissed from the royal
presence, but treated with great dis¬
tinction , conducted to the hotel of the
English ambassador, and presented , on
the part of the French sovereign, with
a chain of gold. 6

Philip had despatched Ruy Gomez
to Spain for the purpose of providing
ways and means, while he was himself
occupied with the same task in Eng¬
land .6 He stayed there three months .
During this time , he “ did more,” says
a Spanish contemporary , “ than any
one could have believed possible with
that proud and indomitable nation .
He caused them to declare war against
France with fire and sword, by sea
and land.” 7 Hostilities having been
thus chivalrously and formally esta-

* De Thou. Hoofd, ubi sup .
* Documentos Ineditos par# la Hist , de

Espafta, ix , 487.
* Ibid.
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blished , the Queen sent an army of
eight thousand men, cavalry, infantry ,
and pioneers, who,

“ all clad in blue
uniform,” 1 commanded by Lords Pem¬
broke and Clinton , with the three sons
of the Earl of Northumberland , and
officered by many other scions of
England

’s aristocracy , disembarked at
Calais, and shortly afterwards joined
the camp before Saint Quentin .2

Philip meantime had left England,
and with more bustle and activity
than was usual with him , had given
directions for organising at once a con¬
siderable army. It was composed
mainly of troops belonging to th ’e
Netherlands , with the addition of some
German auxiliaries . Thirty -five thou¬
sand foot and twelve thousand horse
had, by the middle of July , advanced
through the province of Namur , and
were assembled at Givet under the
Duke of Savoy, who, as Governor-
general of the Netherlands , held the
chief command.3 All the most emi¬
nent grandees of the provinces, Orange,
Aerschot , Berlaymont , Meghem, Bre-
derode, were present with the troops,
but the life and soul of the army,
upon this memorable occasion, was
the Count of Egmont .

Lamoral , Count of Egmont , Prince
of Gavere, was now in the thirty -sixth
year of his age,4 in the very noon of
that brilliant life which was destined
to be so soon and so fatally over¬
shadowed. Not one of the dark clouds
which were in the future to accumu¬
late around him , had yet rolled above
his horizon . Young, noble, wealthy,
handsome , valiant , he saw no threat¬
ening phantom in the future , and
caught eagerly at the golden oppor¬
tunity , which the present placed within
his grasp, of winning fresh laurels on
a wider and more fruitful field than
any in which he had hitherto been a
reaper . The campaign about to take
place was likely to be an imposing, if
not an important one, and could not
fail to be attractive to a noble of so
ardent and showy a character as Eg¬
mont . If there were no lofty prin¬

1 Meteren, i . 18.
* Ibid ., ubi sup . floofd , i . 8.
* Ibid . Ibid ., ubi sup. DeThou , iii. liv. xix .

ciples or extensive interests to be con¬
tended for, as there certainly were not,
there was yet much that was stately
and exciting to the imagination in the
warfare which had been so deliberately
and pompously arranged . The con¬
tending armies, although of moderate
size, were composed of picked troops,
and were commanded by the flower of
Europe ’s chivalry . Kings, princes,
and the most illustrious paladins of
Christendom , were arming for the
great tournament , to which they had
been summoned by herald and trum¬
pet ; and the Batavian hero , without a
crown or even a country , but with as
lofty a lineage as many anointed so¬
vereigns could boast, was ambitious
to distinguish himself in the proud
array .

Upon the north -western edge of the
narrow peninsula of North Holland,
washed by the stormy waters of the
German Ocean, were the ancient castle,
town, and lordship , whence Egmont
derived his family name, and the title
bywhichhe was most familiarly known.
He was supposed to trace his descent
through a line of chivalrous champions
and crusaders , up to the pagan kings
of the most ancient of existing Teu¬
tonic races. The eighth century names
of the Frisian Radbold and Adgild ®
among his ancestors were thought to
denote the antiquity of a house whose
lustre had been increased in later
times by the splendour of its alliances.
His father , united to Francoise de
Luxemburg , Princess of Gavere, had
acquired by this marriage , and trans¬
mitted to his posterity , many of the
proudest titles and richest estates of
Flanders . Of the three children who
survived him, the only daughter was
afterwards united to the Count of
Yaudemont , and became mother of
Louise de Vaudemont , queen of the
French monarch , Henry the Third .
Of his two sons, Charles, the elder,
had died young and unmarried , leaving
all the estates and titles of the family
to his brother . Lamoral , bom in 1522,
was in early youth a page of the Em-

* He was born in 3522. — Levensb . bor
Nederl . Man. en . vr . V. ; art . Egmond.

* Lcvensbe . beroemd . Nederl . v. 1.
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peror . When old enough to hear
arms he demanded and obtained per¬
mission to follow the career of his ad¬
venturous sovereign. He served his
apprenticeship as a soldier in the
stormy expedition to Barbary , where,
in his nineteenth year, he commanded
a troop of light horse, and distinguished
himself under the Emperor ’s eye for
his courage and devotion, doing the
duty not only of a gallant commander,
but of a hardy soldier.1 Returning ,
unscathed by the war , flood , or tem¬
pest of that memorable enterprise ,
he reached his country by the way of
Corsica, Genoa, and Lorraine , and was
three years afterwards united (in the
year 1545 ) to Sabina of Bavaria, sister
of Frederic , Elector Palatine . The nup¬
tials had taken place at Spiers, and
few royal weddings could have been
more brilliant . The Emperor , his
brother Ferdinand , King of the
Romans, with the Archduke Maxi¬
milian, all the imperial electors , and
a concourse of the principal nobles of
the empire, were present on the occa¬
sion.

In the following year, Charles in¬
vested him with the order of the
Fleece at a chapter held at Utrecht .
In 1553, he had been at the Emperor ’s
side during the unlucky siege of Metz ;
in 1554, he had been sent at the head
of a splendid embassy to England , to
solicit for Philip the hand of Mary
Tudor , and had witnessed the marriage
in Winchester cathedral , the same
year . Although one branch of his
house had , in past times , arrived at
the sovereignty of Gueldres , and an-

1 “ Pour avoir este nourry toute sa vie
entre les armes , soubs co grand guerrier
Charles le Quint , n’estant cage que dix sept
ans ou dix huit ans , quand il commenca son
premier apprentissage au voyage de Thunis ,
conduisant une compaignie ae eavaillerie
legere oil il fit l’office non seulement de
capitaine mais aussy de tres hardy soldafc.”
—De la Guerre Civile des Pays Bas, par
Pontus Payen . MS .

We shall often have occasion to cite this
manuscript in the course ofthis volume. It
is remarkable that so valuable and interest¬
ing a fragment of contemporaneous history
should have remained unpublished . Its
author , Pontus Payen , Seigneur des Essarts ,
was of the royal party , and a very deter¬
mined Catholic. He was in close relations
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other had acquired the great estates
and titles of Buren , which had recently
passed, by intermarriage with the
heiress, into the possession of the
Prince of Orange, yet the Prince of
Gavere, Count of Egmont , was the
chief of a race which yielded to none
of the great Batavian or Flemish
families in antiquity , wealth , or power.
Personally , he was distinguished for
his bravery , and although he was not
yet the idol of the camp, which he
was destined to become, nor had yet
commanded in chief on any important
occasion, he was accounted one of the
five principal generals in the Spanish
service.2 Eager for general admiration ,
he was at the same time haughty and
presumptuous , attempting to combine
the characters of an arrogant magnate
and a popular chieftain . Terrible and
sudden in his wrath , he was yet of in¬
ordinate vanity , and was easily led by
those who understood his weakness.
With a limited education , and a slender
capacity for all affairs3 except those
relating to the camp, he was destined
to be as vacillating and incompetent
a statesman as he was prompt and
fortunately audacious in the field. A
splendid soldier, his evil stars had
destined him to tread , as a politician,
a dark and dangerous path , in which
not even genius, caution , and integrity
could insure success, but in which
rashness alternating with hesitation ,
and credulity with violence, could not
fail to bring ruin . Such was Count
Egmont , as he took his place at the
head of the King’s cavalry in the sum¬
mer of 1557 .
with many important personages of the
times which he describes, and his work con¬
tains striking sketches , characteristic anec¬
dotes, minute traits , which shew the keen
observer of men and things . More than
any Netherlander of his day, ho possessed
the dramatic power of setting before the
eyes of his readers the men and scenes fami¬
liar to himself . His work is full of colour
and invaluable detail . There are several
copies extant in the different libraries of the
Netherlands . The one which I have used
is that in the Royal Library of the Hague
(Fonds Gerard B . 103) .

2 Suriano MS .
* “ - Peu vers<5 aux lettres , grossier et

ignorant eii matiere d'estat , police civile/ '
etc.—Pontus Payen MS .



1557 .1 City of St Quentin . 91
The early operations of the Duke of

Savoy were at first intended to deceive
the enemy. The army , after advanc¬
ing as far into Picardy as the town of
Yervins, which they burned and pil¬
laged, made a demonstration with their
whole force upon the city of Guise.
This , however, was but a feint , by
which attention was directed and forces
drawn off from Saint Quentin , which
was to be the real point of attack . In
the meantime , the Constableof France ,
Montmorency , arrived upon the 28th
July (1557), to take command of the
French troops. He was accompanied
by the Mardchal de Saint Andre and
by Admiral Coligny. The most illus¬
trious names of France , whether for
station or valour, were in the officers *
list of this select army . Nevers and
Montpensier , Enghien and Condd ,
Vendfane and Rochefoucauld, were
already there , and now the Constable
and the Admiral came to add the
strength of their experience and lofty
reputation to sustain the courage of
the troops . The French were at
Pierrepoint , a post between Cham-
agne and Picardy , and in its neigh-
ourhood. The Spanish army was at

Yervins , and threatening Guise. It
had been the opinion in France that
the enemy’s intention was to invade
Champagne, and the Due de Nevers,
governor of that province, had made a
disposition of his forces suitable for
such a contingency . It was the con¬
viction of Montmorency , however, that
Picardy was to be the quarter really
attacked ,1 and that Saint Quentin ,
which was the most important point
at which the enemy’s progress, by that
route , towards Paris could be arrested ,
was in imminent danger. The Con¬
stable ’s opinion was soon confirmed by
advices received by Coligny. The
enemy ’s army , he was informed, after
remaining three days before Guise,
had withdrawn from that point , and

1 De Thou, iii. 149, xix .
2 “ Batalin, de San Quintin . Copiada de

un codice MS. do la Bib. del Esooriul.”—
Documcntos Ineditos , ix . 490.

The manuscript thus published in tho
Madrid collection of iocumonts is by an
anonymous writer , but one who was present
at the siege, which he has well described.

had invested Saint Quentin with their
whole force. 1

This wealthy and prosperous city
stood upon an elevation rising from
the river Somme. It was surrounded
by very extensive suburbs , ornamented
with orchards and gardens , and includ¬
ing within their limits large tracts of a
highly cultivated soil.2 Three sides
of the place were covered by a lake,
thirty yards in width , very deep at
some points , in others rather resem¬
bling a morass, and extending on the
Flemish side a half mile beyond the
city .3 The inhabitants were thriving
and industrious ; many of the manu¬
facturers and merchants were very
rich, for it was a place of much traffic
and commercial importance .4

Teligny was in the city with a de¬
tachment of the Dauphin ’s regiment ;
Captain Brueuil was commandant of
the town . Both informed Coligny of
the imminent peril in which they stood.
They represented the urgent necessity
of immediate reinforcements both of
men and supplies. The city , as the
Admiral well knew, was in no condi¬
tion to stand a siege by such an army,
and dire were the consequences if so
important a place should fall. It was
still practicable , they wrote , to intro¬
duce succour, but every day dimi¬
nished the possibility of affording effec¬
tual relief. Coligny was not the man
to let the grass grow under his feet,
after such an appeal in behalf of the
principal place in his government . The
safety of France was dependent upon
that of Saint Quentin . The bulwark
overthrown , Paris was within the next
stride of an adventurous enemy. The
Admiral instantly set out , upon the 2d
of August , with strong reinforcements .
It was too late . The English auxi¬
liaries, under Lords Pembroke , Clinton,
and Grey, had in the meantime effected
their junction with the Duke of Savoy,
and appeared in the camp before Saint
His sketch is, however , entitled as above,“ The Battle of St Quintin, " and its most
remarkable feature is, that lie does not once
mention the name of Egmont as connected
with that action . Certainly national rivalry
could no further go .

* Documentos Ineditos , 491, 492.
4 Ibid.
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Quentin . The route by which it had
been hoped that the much -needed suc¬
cour could be introduced was thus
occupied and rendered impracticable .
The Admiral, however, in consequence
of the urgent nature of the letters re¬
ceived from Brueuil and Teligny, had
outstripped , in his anxiety , the move¬
ments of his troops , and had flown
before his army . He now shut him¬
self up in the city,1

2

determined to effect
its deliverance by means of his skill
and experience, or at least to share its
fate .

A few days were passed in making
ineffectual sorties, ordered by Coligny
for the sake of reconnoitering the
country , and of discovering the most
practicable means of introducing sup¬
plies. The Constable, meantime , who
had advanced with his army to La
Ffcre, was not idle . He kept up daily
communications with the beleaguered
Admiral , and was determined , if possi¬
ble, to relieve the city . There was,
however, a constant succession of dis¬
appointments . Moreover, the brave
but indiscreet Teligny, who command¬
ed during a temporary illness of the
Admiral , saw fit, against express orders,
to make an imprudent sortie . He
paid the penalty of his rashness with
liis life. Meantime the garrison was
daily growing weaker. Coligny sent
out of the city all useless consumers,
quartered all the women in the cathe¬
dral and other churches, where they
were locked in, lest their terror and
their tears should weaken the courage
of the garrison ; and did all in his
power to strengthen the defences of
the city, and sustain the resolution of
the inhabitants . Affairswere growing
desperate . It seemed plain that the
important city must soon fall, and
with it most probably Paris . One of
the suburbs was already in the hands
of the enemy. At last Coligny dis¬
covered a route by which he believed
it to be still possible to introduce rein¬
forcements . He communicated the
results of his observations to the Con¬
stable . Upon one side of the city the
lake, or morass, was traversed by a few

1 De Thou , iii . 251, xix . Hoofd , i . 8.
2 Ibid ., iii . 154. Moteren , i. 18.
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difficult and narrow pathways, mostly
under water , and by a running stream
which could only be passed in boats.
The Constable, in consequence of this
information received from Coligny, set
out from La F6re upon the 8th of
August , with four thousand infantry
and two thousand horse. Halting his
troops at the village of Essigny , he
advanced in person to the edge of the
morass, in order to reconnoitre the
ground and prepare his plans. The
result was a determination to attempt
the introduction of men and supplies
into the town by the mode suggested.
Leaving his troops drawn up in battle
array , he returned to La Fdre for the
remainder of his army, and to com¬
plete his preparations .a Coligny in
the meantime was to provide boats for
crossing the stream . Upon the 10th
August , which was the festival of St
Laurence , the Constable advanced with
four pieces of heavy artillery , four
culverines, and four lighter pieces, and
arrived at nine o’clock in the morning
near the Faubourg d’lsle , which was
already in possession of the Spanish
troops . The whole army of the Con¬
stable consisted of twelve thousand
German, with fifteen companies of
French infantry , making in all some
sixteen thousand foot, with five thou¬
sand cavalry in addition . The Puke
of Savoy’s army lay upon the same
side of the town , widely extended , and
stretching beyond the river and the
morass. Montmorency’s project was
to be executed in full view of the
enemy. Fourteen companies of Spa¬
niards were stationed in the faubourg .
Two companies had been pushed for¬
ward as far as a water -mill, which lay
in the pathway of the advancing Con¬
stable . These soldiers stood their
ground for a moment , but soon re¬
treated , while a cannonade was sud¬
denly opened by the French upon the
quarters of the Duke of Savoy. The
Duke ’s tent was tom to pieces, and he
had barely time to hurry on his cuirass,
and to take refuge with Count Eg-
mont .3 The Constable, hastening to
turn this temporary advantage to ac-

* Hoofd , i. 8. Meteren , i . 18. De Thou ,
iii . 157.



1557 .1 The Battle Resolved Upon . 93
count at once, commenced the trans¬
portation of his troops across the
morass. The enterprise was, however,
not destined to be fortunate . The
number of boats which had been pro¬
vided was very inadequate ; moreover,
they were very small, and each as it
left the shore, was consequently so
crowded with soldiers, that it was in
danger of being swamped. Several
were overturned , and the men perished.
It was found also that the opposite
bank was steep and dangerous . Many
who had crossed the river were unable
to effect a landing , while those who
escaped drowning in the water , lost
their way in the devious and imprac¬
ticable paths , or perished miserably in
the treacherous quagmires . Very few
effected their entrance into the town,
but among them was Andelot , brother
of Coligny, with five hundred followers.
Meantime , a council of officers was
held in Egmont ’s tent . Opinionswere
undecided as to the course to be pur¬
sued under the circumstances . Should
an engagement be risked , or should
the Constable, who had but indiffer¬
ently accomplished his project and had
introduced but an insignificant num¬
ber of troops into the city, be allowed
to withdraw with the rest of his army ?
The fiery vehemence of Egmont car¬
ried all before it .1 Here was an op¬
portunity to measure arms at advan¬
tage with the great captain of the age .
To relinquish the prize , which the for¬
tune of war had now placed within
reach of their valour , was a thought
not to be entertained . Here was the
great Constable Montmorency, attend¬
ed by princes of the royal blood, the
proudest of the nobility , the very
crown and flower of the chivalry of
France , and followed by an army of
her bravest troops . On a desperate
venture he had placed himself within
their grasp. Should he go thence alive
and unmolested ? The moral effect of
destroying such an army would be
greater than if it were twice its actual
strength . It would be dealing a blow
at the very heart of France , from
which she could not recover. Was the

opportunity to be resigned without a
struggle , of laying at the feet of Philip ,
in this his first campaign since his ac¬
cession to his father ' s realms, a prize
worthy of the proudest hour of the
Emperors reign ? The eloquence of
the impetuous Batavian was irresis¬
tible , and it was determined to cut off
the Constable’s retreat .2

Three miles from the Faubourg
d’lsle , to which that general had now
advanced, was a narrow pass or defile,
between steep and closely- hanging
hills. While advancing through this
ravine in the morning , the Constable
had observed that the enemy might
have it in their power to intercept his
return at that point . He had therefore
left the Rhinegrave , with his company
of mounted carabineers , to guard the
passage. Being ready to commence
his retreat , he now sent forward the
Due de Nevers, with four companies of
cavalry, to strengthen that important
position, which he feared might be
inadequately guarded . The act of
caution came too late . This was the
fatal point which the quick glance of
Egmont had at once detected . As
Nevers reached the spot, two thousand
of the enemy ’s cavalry rode through
and occupied the narrow passage. In¬
flamed by mortification and despair,
Nevers would have at once charged
those troops, although outnumber¬
ing his own by nearly four to one.
His officers restrained him with diffi¬
culty , recalling to his memory the
peremptory orders which he had re¬
ceived from the Constable to guard
the passage, but on no account to
hazard an engagement, until sustained
by the body of the army . It was a
case in which rashness would have
been the best discretion . The head¬
long charge which the Duke had been
about to make, might possibly have
cleared the path and have extricated
the army , provided the Constable had
followed up the movement by a rapid
advance upon his part . As it was, the
passagewas soon blocked up by freshly-
advancing bodies of Spanish and Fle¬
mish cavalry, while Nevers slowly and

» Hoofd , i. 8. Meteren, i. 18. a Hoofd. Meteren, ubi sup .
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reluctantly fell back upon the Prince
of Cond£, who was stationed with the
light horse at the mill where the first
skirmish had taken place. They were
soon joined by the Constable, with the
main body of the army . The whole
French force now commenced its re¬
trograde movement . It was, however,
but too evident that they were en¬
veloped. As they approached the fatal
pass through which lay their only road
to La F&re, and which was now in
complete possession of the enemy, the
signal of assault was given by Count
Egmont . That general himself, at the
head of two thousand light horse, led
the charge upon the left flank. The
other side was assaulted by the Dukes
Eric and Henry of Brunswick, each
with a thousand heavy dragoons, sus¬
tained by Count Horn , at the head of
a regiment of mounted gendarmerie .
Mansfeld, Lalain, Hoogstraaten , and
Vilain , at the same time made a furious
attack upon the front . The French
cavalry wavered with the shock so vi¬
gorously given . The camp followers,
sutlers , and pedlers , panic-struck , at
once fled helter -skelter , and in their
precipitate retreat , carried confusion
and dismay throughout all the ranks
of the army . The rout was sudden
and total . The onset and the victory
were simultaneous . Nevers, riding
through a hollow with some companies
of cavalry, in the hope of making a
detour and presenting a new front to
the enemy, was overwhelmed at once
by the retreating French and their
furious pursuers . The day was lost,
retreat hardly possible, yet , by a daring
and desperate effort, the Duke, accom¬
panied by a handful of followers, cut
h is waythrough the enemy and effected
his escape. The cavalry had been
broken at the first onset and nearly
destroyed . A portion of the infantry
still held firm, and attempted to con¬
tinue their retreat . Some pieces of
artillery , however, now opened upon
them , and before they reached Essigny,
the whole army was completely anni¬
hilated . The defeat was absolute.
Half the French troops actually en¬

gaged in the enterprise , lost their lives
upon the field. The remainder of the
army was captured or utterly disor¬
ganised. When Nevers reviewed, at
Laon, the wreck of the Constable's
whole force, he found some thirteen
hundred French and three hundred
German cavalry, with four companies
of French infantry remaining out of
fifteen, and four thousand German foot
remaining of twelve thousand . Of
twenty -one or twenty -two thousand
remarkably fine and well-appointed
troops, all but six thousand had been
killed or made prisoners within an
hour . The Constable himself, with a
wound in the groin, was a captive.
The Duke of Enghien , after behaving
with brilliant valour, and many times
rallying the troops , was shot through
the body, and brought into the enemy 's
camp only to expire. The Due de
Montpensier, the Marshal de Saint
Andrl , the Due de Longueville, Prince
Ludovic of Mantua, the Baron Corton,
la Roche du Mayne, the Rhinegrave,
the Counts de Rochefoucauld, d’Au-
bigni, de Rochefort , all were taken .
The Due de Nevers, the Prince of
Condd , with a few others , escaped ;
although so absolute was the convic¬
tion that such an escapewas impossible,
that it was not believed by the vic¬
torious army . When Nevers sent a
trumpet , after the battle , to the Duke
of Savoy, for the purpose of negotiat¬
ing concerning the prisoners, the trum¬
peter was pronounced an impostor , and
the Duke ’s letter a forgery ; nor was
it till after the whole field had been
diligently searched for his dead body
without success, that Nevers could
persuade the conquerors that he was
still in existence . 1

Of Philip ’s army but fifty lost their
lives. 2 Lewis of Brederode was smo¬
thered in his armour ; and the two
Counts Spiegelberg and Count Wal-
deck were also killed . Besides these ,
no officer of distinction fell. All the
French standards and all their artillery
but two pieces were taken , and placed
before the King , who the next day
came into the camp before Saint Quen-

1 De Thou, iii. 161,162, xix . * Ibid .
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tin . The prisoners of distinction were
likewise presented to him in long pro¬
cession. Rarely had a monarch of
Spain enjoyed a more signal triumph
than this which Philip now owed to
the gallantry and promptness of Count
Egmont . 1

While the King stood reviewing the
spoils of victory , a light horseman of
Don Henrico Manrique ’s regiment ap¬
proached , and presented him with a
sword. “ I am the man, may it please
your Majesty,” said the trooper , “ who
took the Constable ; here is his sword ;
may your Majesty be pleased to give
me something to eat in my house.”
“ I promise it, ” replied Philip ; upon
which the soldier kissed his Majesty ’s
hand and retired . 2 It was the custom
universally recognised in that day,
that the king was the king ’s captive,
and the general the general ’s, but that
the man , whether soldier or officer ,
who took the commander-in-chief, was
entitled to ten thousand ducats . 3 Upon
this occasion the Constable was the
prisoner of Philip , supposed to com¬
mand his own army in person. A cer¬
tain Spanish Captain Valenzuela, how¬
ever, disputed the soldier’s claim to
the Constable’s sword. The trooper
advanced at once to the Constable,
who stood there with the rest of the
illustrious prisoners. “ Your excel¬
lency is a Christian, ” said he ; “ please
to declare upon your conscience and
the faith of a cavalier, whether ’twas
I that took you prisoner . It need not
surprise your excellency that I am but
a soldier, since with soldiers his Ma¬
jesty must wage his wars.” “ Cer¬
tainly, ” replied the Constable, “ you
took me and took my horse , and I
gave you my sword. My word , how¬
ever, I pledged to Captain Valenzuela.”
It appearing , however, that the custom

1 Hoof’d, i . 8, 9. Meteren , i . 18, sqq . De
Thou , iii . 157-160. Bor, i . 16. The Nether -
land accounts generally give at least four
thousand killed of the French army . A co-
temporary proclamation for a thanksgiving
issued by the government , fourteen days
after tho battle , states , however, the number
of killed , wounded , and prisoners , on the
French side, at forty-eight “ companies ” of
infantry and five thousand cavalry .—Van"
Wyn , Byvoogselsen Anmerkingen op Wage-
naar Vadorl. Hist . (Amst . 1792), vi. 13- 15.

of Spain did not recognise a pledge
given to any one but the actual captor,
it was arranged that the soldier should
give two thousand of his ten thousand
ducats to the captain . Thus the dis¬
pute ended. 4

Such was the brilliant victory of
Saint Quentin, worthy to be placed in
the same list with the world-renowned
combats of Cre£y and Agincourt . The
Flemish frontier was saved for the
time from the misery which was now
to be inflicted upon the French border .
This was sufficient to cause the victory
to be hailed as rapturously by the
people as by the troops . From that
day forth the name of the brave Hol¬
lander was like the sound of a trumpet
to the army . “ Egmont and Saint
Quentin ” rang through every mouth
to the furthest extremity of Philip ’s
realms . 5 A deadly blow was struck to
the very heart of France . The fruits
of all the victories of Francis and
Henry withered . The battle , with
others which were to follow it , won by
the same hand , were soon to compel
the signature of one of the most dis¬
astrous treaties which had ever dis¬
graced the history of France.

The fame and power of the Con¬
stable faded—his misfortunes and cap¬
tivity fell like a blight upon the
ancient glory of the house of Mont¬
morency—his enemies destroyed his
influence and his popularity . 6 On the
other hand , the exultation of Philip
was as keen as his cold and stony
nature would permit . The magnificent
palace-convent of the Escorial, dedi¬
cated to the saint on whose festival the
battle had been fought , and built in
the shape of the gridiron on which that
martyr had suffered, was soon after¬
wards erected in pious commemoration
of the event . 7 Such was the celebra-

* Battalia de San Quintin . Doeuruentoa
Inoditos , ix . 496.

8 “ - Eg cosa muy antiqua entre gento
de guerra quo el general es del general y el
Hey del Key : pero a quien lo prende le dan
10,000 ducados.”—Documentos Ineditos , ix .
496 .

* Ibid ., ix . 496, 497 .
8 Hoofd, i . 9 .
8 Do Thou, iii. 160.
t Hoofd , L 9.
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tion of the victory . < The reward re¬
served for the victor was to be recorded
on a later page of history .

The coldness and caution , not to say
the pusillanimity of Philip , prevented
him from seizing the golden fruits of
his triumph . Ferdinand Gonzagawished
the blow to be followed up by an im¬
mediate march upon Paris .1 Such was
also the feeling of all the distinguished
soldiers of the age. It was unquestion¬
ably the opinion, and would have been
the deed, of Charles, had he been on
the field of Saint Quentin , crippled as
he 'was, in the place of his son. He
could not conceal his rage and mortifi¬
cation when he found that Paris had
not fallen, and is said to have refused
to read the despatches which recorded
that the event had not been consum¬
mated .2 There was certainly little of
the conqueror in Philip ’s nature ;
nothing which would have led him to
violate the safest principles of strate¬
gy. He was not the man to follow up
enthusiastically the blow which had
been struck ; Saint Quentin , still un¬
taken , although defended by but eight
hundred soldiers, could not be left be-
liind him ; Nevers was still in his
front , and although it was notorious
that he commanded only the wreck of
an army , yet a new one might be col¬
lected , perhaps , in time to embarrass
the triumphant march to Paris . Out
of his superabundant discretion , ac¬
cordingly , Philip refused to advance
till Saint Quentin should be reduced .3

Although nearly driven to despair
by the total overthrow of the French
in the recent action, Coligny still held
bravely out , being well aware that
every day by which the siege could be
protracted was of advantage to his
country . Again he made fresh at¬
tempts to introduce men into the city.
A fisherman shewed him a submerged
path , covered several feet deep with
water , through which he succeeded in
bringing one hundred and fifty un¬
armed and half-drowned soldiers into

1 De Thou, iii. 162.
3 Brant6me , i . ii. Hist , du Due d’Albe,

ii . 140. The statement is, however,
not corroborated by the contemporary-
letters of Charles. Seo Gachara , Re-
traite et Mort de Charles Quint, i . 169,

the place. His garrison consisted
barely of eight hundred men, but the
siege was still sustained , mainly by hi3
courage and sagacity, and by the spirit
of his brother Andelot . The company
of cavalry, belonging to the Dauphin ’s
regiment , had behaved badly , and even
with cowardice, since the death of their
commander Teligny . The citizens were
naturally weary and impatient of the
siege. Mining and countermining con¬
tinued till the 21st August . A steady
cannonade was then maintained until
the 27th . Upon that day, eleven
breaches having been made in the
walls, a simultaneous assault was or¬
dered at four of them . The citizens
were stationed upon the walls, the
soldiers in the breaches . There was a
short but sanguinary contest , the garri¬
son resisting with uncommon bravery .
Suddenly an entrance was effected
through a tower which had been
thought sufficiently strong , and which
had been left unguarded . Coligny,
rushing to the spot, engaged the enemy
almost single-handed. He was soon
overpowered, being attended only by
four men and a page, was made a pri¬
soner by a soldier named Francisco
Diaz, and conducted through one of
the subterranean mines into the pre¬
sence of the Duke of Savoy, from
whom the captor received ten thousand
ducats in exchange for the Admiral ’s
sword. The fighting still continued
with great determination in the streets ,
the brave Andelot resisting to the last.
He was, however, at last overpowered,
and taken prisoner . Philip , who had,
as usual , arrived in the trenches by
noon, armed in complete harness, with
a page carrying his helmet , was met by
the intelligence that the city of Saint
Quentin was his own.4

To a horrible carnage succeeded a
sack and a conflagration still more hor¬
rible . In every house entered during
the first day, every human being was
butchered . The sack lasted all that
day, and the whole of the following,
sqq .—Compare Stirling , Cloister Life, 121,
122.

* De Thou, iil 162. Hoofd, i . 9.
* De Thou, iii. 164- 171. Hoofd, i , 10.

Meteren, 1. 18. Docuinentos Ioeditoa , ii .
497-513.
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till the night of the 28th . There was
not a soldier who did not obtain an
ample share of plunder , and some indi¬
viduals succeeded in getting possession
of two , three , and even twelve thousand
ducats each.1 The women were not
generally outraged , but they were
stripped almost entirely naked, lest
they should conceal treasure which be¬
longed to their conquerors , and they
were slashed in the face with knives,
partly in sport, partly as a punishment
for not giving up property which was
not in their possession. The soldiers
even cut off the arms of many among
these wretched -women,

9 and then
turned them loose, maimed and naked,
into the blazing streets ; for the town,
on the 28th , was fired in a hundred
places, and was now one general con¬
flagration. The streets were already
strewn with the corpses of the butch¬
ered garrison and citizens ; while the
survivors were now burned in their
houses. Human heads, limbs , and
trunks were mingled among the bricks
and rafters of the houses, which were
falling on every side.3 The fire lasted
day and night , without an attempt
being made to extinguish it ; while
the soldiers dashed like devils through
flame and smoke in search of booty .
Bearing lighted torches , they de¬
scended into every subterranean vault
and receptacle , of which there were
many in the town , and in every one of
which they hoped to discover hidden
treasure .4 The work of killing , plun¬
dering, and burning lasted nearly three
days and nights . The streets , mean¬
while , were encumbered with heaps of
corpses, not a single one of which had
been buried since the capture of the
town . The remains of nearly all the
able-bodied male population , dismem¬
bered, gnawed by dogs,5

*

or blackened
1 Documentos Ineditos , ix . 513, sqq.
3 “ Y porque digcsen dondo teuian los

dineros , las daban euchillados por cara y
cabeza y fc muchas cortazon los brazos .”—
Documentor Ineditos , ix . 513, sqq.

* Documentos Ineditos , ix . 615. “ -
Quemaron en las casas gran cantitad de
personas y muchas dellas se vioron despues
de metado el fuegoentro los ladrillos que do
eUos son hechas todas las mejorcs casas,
muchas cabczas do kombres quemados y
liuesos.”

by fire , polluted the midsummer air.
The women, meantime , had been again
driven into the cathedral , where they
had housed during the siege , and where
they now crouched together in trem¬
bling expectation of their fate .®

On the 29th August , at two o’clock
in the afternoon , Philip issued an
order that every woman, without an
exception, should be driven out of the
city into the French territory .7 Saint
Quentin , which seventy years before
had been a Flemish town , was to be
re-annexed , and not a single man,
woman, or child who could speak the
French language, was to remain an¬
other hour in the place. The tongues
of the men had been effectually
silenced. The women, to the number
of three thousand five hundred , were
now compelled to leave the cathedral
and the city .8 Some were in a starv¬
ing condition ; others had been des¬
perately wounded ; all, as they passed
through the ruinous streets of what
had been their home , were compelled
to tread upon the unburied remains of
their fathers , husbands , or brethren .
To none of these miserable creatures
remained a living protector —hardly
even a dead body which could be re¬
cognised ; and thus the ghastly pro¬
cession of more than three thousand
women, many with gaping wounds in
the face, many with their arms cut off
and festering , of all ranks and ages,
some numbering more than ninety
years, bareheaded , with gray hair
streaming upon their shoulders ; others
with nursing infants in their arms,
escorted by a company of heavy-armed
troopers , left for ever their native city .
All made the dismal journey upon
foot, save that carts were allowed to
transport the children between the
ages of two and six years.1* The deso-

* Documentos Ineditos , ix . 516.
5 «<—- ... y en muchos faltaban los pedazos

que los comian los perros de noche , y alguuos
olian mal,” etc . Ibid .

* Documentos Ineditos , 511), sqq.
» Ibid .
* Documentos Ineditos , 519, sqq.
* “ Cierto a los piadosos hacia aemasiada

lnstima vollas ir, ver 8,500 mugeres .—
Muchas dollas llevaban cortados lot brazos , y
inuchcs con euchillados.—Y habia entre clhis
tuugcres de uias dc novenia ailos , sin cojias

G
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lation and depopulation were now
complete . “ I wandered through the
place, gazing at all this, ” says a Span¬
ish soldier who was present , and kept
a diary of all which occurred , “ and it
seemed to me that it was another de¬
struction of Jerusalem . What most
struck me was, to find not a single
denizen of the town left , who was or
who dared to call himself French .
How vain and transitory , thought I,
are the things of this world ! Six
days ago what riches were in the city ,
and now remains not one stone upon
another .” 1

The expulsion of the women had
been accomplished by the express com¬
mand of Philip , who moreover had
made no effort to stay the work of
carnage, pillage, and conflagration.
The pious King had not forgotten ,
however, his duty to the saints . As
soon as the fire had broken out,
he had sent to the cathedral , whence
he had caused the body of Saint
Quentin to be removed , and placed
in the royal tent .2 Here an altar
was arranged , upon one side of which
was placed the coffin of that holy
personage , and upon the other the
head of the ft glorious Saint Gre¬
gory ” (whoever that glorious indi¬
vidual may have been in life), together
with many other relics brought from
the church .3 Within the sacred en¬
closure many masses were said daily,4
while all this devils work was going
on without . The saint who had been
buried for centuries was comfortably
housed and guarded by the monarch,
while dogs were gnawing the carcases
of the freshly - slain men of Saint
Quentin , and troopers were driving
into perpetual exile its desolate and
mutilated women.

The most distinguished captives
upon this occasion were, of course,
Coligny and his brother . Andelot
was, however, fortunate enough to
make his escape that night under the
edge of the tent in which he was con¬

lat canas defuera , lUnas de sanfjre . Las que
daban a mamar llevaban sus criaturas en bus
brazos, ” etc . etc .—Documentos Ineditos , ix .
516.i Documentos Ineditos , ix . 519.

fined. The admiral was taken to Ant¬
werp . Here he lay for many weeks
sick with a fever . Upon his recovery,
having no better pastime , he fell to
reading the Scriptures .5 The result
was his conversion to Calvinism,6 and
the world shudders yet at the fate in
which that conversion involved him.

Saint Quentin being thus reduced,
Philip was not more disposed to push
his fortune . The time wasnow wasted
in the siege of several comparatively
unimportant places, so that the fruits
of Egmont ’s valour were not yet allowed
to ripen . Early in September , Le
Catelet was taken . On the 12th of
the same month the citadel of Ham
yielded , after receiving two thousand
shots from Philip ’s artillery , while No-
jon , Chanley, and some other places
of lesser importance , were burned
to the ground . After all this smoke
and fire upon the frontier , productive
of but slender consequences, Philip
disbanded his army and retired to
Brussels. He reached that city on the
12th October. The English returned
to their own country .7 The campaign
of 1557 was closed without a material
result , and the victory of Saint Quentin
remained for a season barren .

In the meantime the French were
not idle . The army of the Constable
had been destroyed , but the Duke de
Guise, who had come post haste from
Italy after hearing the news of Saint
Quentin , was very willing to organise
another . He was burning with impa¬
tience both to retrieve his own reputa¬
tion , which had suffered some little
damage by his recent Italian campaign,
and to profit by the captivity of his
fallen rival the Constable. During
the time occupied by the languid and
dilatory proceedings of Philip in the
autumn , the Duke had accordingly
recruited in France and Germany a
considerable army . In January ( 1558 )
he was ready to take the field. It had
been determined in the French cabi¬
net , however, not to attempt to win

a Ibid . 524.
* Documentos Ineditos , ix . 524. * Ibid .
* Meteren, i. 18.
9 Meteren, f. 18.
2 Hoofd, i. 10. De Thou, iii. 171-174, xix .
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back the placeswhich they had lost in
Picardy , but to carry the war into the
territory of the ally. It was fated that
England should bear all the losses, and
Philip appropriate all the gain and
glory , which resulted from their united
exertions . It was the war of the
Queens husband , with which the
Queen’s people had no concern, but
in which the last trophies of the Black
Prince were to be forfeited . On the
1st January , 1558 , the Due de Guise
appeared before Calais. The Marshal
Strozzi had previously made an expe¬
dition in disguise, to examine the place.
The result of his examination was,
that the garrison was weak, and that
it relied too much upon the citadel .
After a tremendous cannonade, which
lasted a week, and was heard in Ant¬
werp , the city was taken by assault .1
Calais had been originally won after a
siege which had lasted a twelvemonth ,
had been held two hundred and ten
years , and was now lost in seven days.
Seven days more, and ten thousand
discharges from thirty -five great guns
sufficed for the reduction of Guines.2
Thus the last vestige of English do¬
minion , the last substantial pretext of
the English sovereign to wear the title
and the lilies of France , was lost for
ever . King Henry visited Calais,
which after two centuries of estrange¬
ment had now become a French town
again, appointed Paul de Thermes
governor of the place, and then re¬
turned to Paris to celebrate soon
afterwards the marriage of the Dau¬
phin with the niece of the Guises,
Mary, Queen of Scots.3

These events , together with the brief
winter campaign of the Duke , which
had raised for an instant the drooping
head of France , were destined before
long to give a new face to affairs, while
it secured the ascendancy of the
Catholic party in the kingdom. Dis¬
astrous eclipse had come over the house
of Montmorency and Coligny, while
the star of Guise, brilliant with the
conquest of Calais , now culminated to
the zenith .

Interview at Peronne. ' 09

1 Muteren, i . 19. Do Thou , iii, 202- 209,xx . Hoofd, i . 11. Bor, i . 16.
* De Thou, iii. 214.

It was at this period that the me¬
morable interview between the two
ecclesiastics, the Bishop of Arras and
the Cardinal de Lorraine , took place
at Peronne . From this central point
commenced the weaving of that wide¬
spread scheme, in which the fate of
millions was to be involved. The
Duchess Christina de Lorraine , cousin
of Philip , had accompanied him to
Saint Quentin . Permission had been
obtained by the Due de Guise and his
brother , the Cardinal, to visit her at
Peronne . The Duchess was accom¬
panied by the Bishop of Arras, and the
consequence was a full and secret ne¬
gotiation between the two priests .4 It
may be supposed that Philip ’s short¬
lived military ardour had already ex¬
hausted itself . He had mistaken his
vocation, and already recognised the
false position in which he was placed.
He was contending against the mo-

j narch in whom he might find the
1surest ally against the arch enemy of
both kingdoms , and of the world. The
French monarch held heresy in horror ,
while, for himself , Philip had already
decided upon his life’s mission.

The crafty Bishop was more than a
match for the vain and ambitious Car¬
dinal . That prelate was assured that
Philip considered the captivity of Co¬
ligny and Montmorency a special dis¬
pensation of Providence , while the
tutelar genius of France , notwithstand¬
ing the reverses sustained by that
kingdom, was still preseryed . The
Cardinal and his brother , it was sug¬
gested, now held in their hands the
destiny of the kingdom, and of Europe .
The interests of both nations , of reli¬
gion, and of humanity , made it impe¬
rative upon them to put an end to this
unnatural war , in order that the two
monarchs might unite hand and heart
for the extirpation of heresy . Philip
placed full reliance upon the wisdom
and discretion of the Cardinal. It
was necessary that these negotiations
should for the present remain a pro¬
found secret ; but in the meantime a
peace ought to be concluded with as

1 Meteren, De Thou, Iloofd , Bor, ubi
sup .

4 De Thou, iii . 223. Hoofd, i . 12.
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little delay as possible—a result which,
it was affirmed, was as heartily desired
by Philip as it could be by Henry .
The Bishop was soon aware of the im¬
pression which his artful suggestions
had produced . The Cardinal, inspired by
the flattery thus freely administered ,
as well as by the promptings of his
own ambition , lent a willing ear to the
Bishop’s plans .1 Thus was laid the
foundation of a vast scheme , which
time was to complete. A crusade with
the whole strength of the French and
Spanish crowns, was resolved upon
against their own subjects . The
Bishop’s task was accomplished. The
Cardinal returned to France , deter¬
mined to effect a peace with Spain.
He was convinced that the glory of his
house was to be enhanced, and its
power impregnably established, by a
cordial co operation with Philip in his
dark schemes against religion and hu¬
manity . The negotiations were kept ,
however, profoundly secret . A new
campaign and fresh humiliations were
to precede the acceptance by France
of the peace which was thus proffered.

Hostile operations were renewed
soon after the interview at Peronne .
The Duke of Guise, who had procured
five thousand eavalry and fourteen
thousand infantry m Germany ,2 now,
at the desire of the King , undertook
an enterprise against Thionville ,3 a
city of importance and great strength
in Luxemburg , upon the river Moselle.
The assault was made upon the 22d
June , and the garrison capitulated im¬
mediately afterwards .4 It was a siege
conducted in a regular and business¬
like way, but the details possess no
interest . It was, however, signalised
by the death of one of the eminent
adventurers of the age , Marshal Strozzi.
This brave , but always unlucky soldier,
was slain by a musket -ball while assist¬
ing the Duke of Guise—whose arm
was at that instant resting upon his
shoulder—to point a gun at the for¬
tress .5

6

After the fall of Thionville, the Due
* De Thou , iii . 223- 227, xx .2 Hoofd , i. 12.5 De Thou , iii . 229.6 Metercn , i. 19.

de Guise loitered seventeen days, mak¬
ing no exertions to follow up the suc¬
cess which had attended him at the
opening of the campaign. The good
fortune of the French was neutralised
by the same languor which had marked
the movements of Philip after the vic¬
tory of Saint Quentin . The time ,which might have been usefully em¬
ployed, was wasted by the Duke in
trivial business , or in absolute torpor .
This may have been the result of a
treacherous understanding with Spain,and the first fruits of the interview at
Peronne . Whatever the cause, how¬
ever, the immediate consequences were
disaster to the French nation , and hu¬
miliation to the crown.

It had been the plan of the French
cabinet that Marshal de Thermes , who,
upon the capture of Calais, had been
appointed governor of the city, should
take advantage of his position as soon
as possible. Having assembled an
army of some eight thousand foot and
fifteen hundred horse,8 partly Gascons
and partly Germans, he was according¬
ly directed to ravage the neighbouring
country , particularly the county of
Saint Pol. In the meantime , the Due
de Guise, having reduced the cities on
the southern frontier , was to move in
a northerly direction , make a junction
with the Marshal, and thus extend a
barrier along the whole frontier of the
Netherlands .

De Thermes set forth from Calais, in
the beginning of June , with his newly-
organised army . Passing by Grave¬
lines and Bourbourg , he arrived before
Dunkerk on the 2d of July . The city ,
which was without a garrison, opened
negotiations , during the pendency of
which it was taken by assault and pil¬
laged. The town of Saint Winochsberg
shared the same fate . De Thermes ,
who was a martyr to the gout , was
obliged at this point temporarily to
resign the command to D’Estonteville ,
a ferocious soldier, who led the pre¬
datory army as far as Niewport , burn¬
ing, killing , ravishing , plundering , as

* De Thou , iii . 229- 235. Moteren , i . 19.
Hoofd , i. 12, 13.

« Bor , i. 10. Meteren , i. 19. Compare
Hoofd , i. 13 ; De Thou , iii . 238, liv . xx .



1558 .1 Buttle of Gravelines. 101

they went . Meantime Philip , who was
at Brussels, had directed the Duke of
Savoy to oppose the Due de Guise
with an army which had been hastily
collected and organised at Maubeuge,
in the province of Namur . He now
desired, if possible, to attack and cut
off the forces of De Themes before he
should extend the hand to Guise, or
make good his retreat to Calais .

Flushed with victory over defence-
less peasants , laden with the spoils of
sacked and burning towns, the army
of De Thermes was already on its
homeward march . It was the moment
for a sudden and daring blow. Whose
arm should deal it ? What general in
Philip ’s army possessed the requisite
promptness , and felicitous audacity ;
who , but the most brilliant of cavalry
officers, the bold and rapid hero of St
Quentin ? Egmont , in obedience to
the King ’s command, threw himself at
once into the field. He hastily col¬
lected all the available forces in the
neighbourhood . These, with drafts
from the Duke of Savoy’s army , and
with detachments under Marshal Big-
nicourt from the garrisons of Saint
Omer, Bethune , Aire , and Bourbourg ,
soon amounted to ten thousand foot
and two thousand horse . 1 His num¬
bers were still further swollen by large
bands of peasantry , both men and
women, maddened by their recent in¬
juries , and thirsting for vengeance.
With these troops the energetic chief¬
tain took up his position directly in
the path of the French army . Deter¬
mined to destroy De Thermes with all
his force, or to sacrifice himself , he
posted his army at Gravelines, a small
town lying near the sea-shore, and
about midway between Calais and
Dunkerk . The French general was
putting the finishing touch to his ex¬
pedition by completing the conflagra¬
tion at Dunkerk , and was moving
homeward , when lie became aware of
the lion in his path . Although suffer¬
ing from severe sickness, he mounted
his horse and personally conducted his
army to GravelineB. Here he found
his progress completely arrested . On

that night , which was the 12th July ,
he held a council of officers. It was
determined to refuse the combat of¬
fered , and , if possible, to escape at low
tide along the sands toward Calais.
The next morning he crossed the river
Aa, below Gravelines . Egmont , who
was not the man, on that occasion at
least , to build a golden bridge for a
flying enemy , crossed the same stream
just above the town , and drew up his
whole force in battle array . De
Thermes could no longer avoid the
conflict thus resolutely forced upon
him . Courage was now his only coun¬
sellor. Being not materially outnum¬
bered by his adversaries, he had , at
least, an even chance of cutting his
way through all obstacles, and of sav¬
ing his aimy and his treasure . The
sea was on his right hand , the Aa be¬
hind him , the enemy in front He
piled his baggage and waggons so as to
form a barricade upon his left , and
placed his artillery , consisting of four
culverines and three falconets, in front .
Behind these lie drew up his cavalry,
supported at each side by the Gascons,
and placed his French and German in¬
fantry in the rear .

Egmont , on the other hand , divided
his cavalry into five squadrons . Three
of light horse were placed in advance
for the first assault —the centre com¬
manded by himself, the tvro wings by
Count Pontenals and Henrico Henri -
quez. The black hussars of Lazarus
Schwendi and the Flemish gendarmes
came next . Behind these was the in¬
fantry , divided into three nations ,
Spanish, German , and Flemish , and
respectively commanded by Carvajal,
Monchausen, and Bignicourt . Egmont ,
having characteristically selected the
post of danger in the very front of
battle for himself , could no longer re¬
strain his impatience . “ The foe is
ours already,” lie shouted ; “ follow
me , all who love their fatherland .”
With that he set spurs to his horse,
and having his own regiment well in
hand , dashed upon the enemy . The
Gascons received the charge with cool¬
ness, and—under cover of a murderous

i Metercn, i . 19. Compare De Thou, jii . 239, xx . ; Bor. i . 1C; Hoofd, i . 14.
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fire from the artillery in front , which
mowed down the foremost ranks of
their assailants—sustained the whole
weight of the first onset without flinch¬
ing. Egmont ’s horse was shot under
him at the commencement of the
action . Mounting another , he again
cheered his cavalry to the attack . The
Gascons still maintained an unwaver¬
ing front , and fought with characteris¬
tic ferocity . The courage of despair
inflamed the French , the hope of a
brilliant and conclusive victory excited
the Spaniards and Flemings . It was a
wild, hand -to-hand conflict — general
and soldier, cavalier and pikeman,
lancer and musketeer , mingled to¬
gether in one dark , confused, and
struggling mass, foot to foot, breast to
breast , horse to horse—a fierce, tumul¬
tuous battle on the sands. For a long
time it was doubtful on which side
victory was to incline, but at last ten
English vessels unexpectedly appeared
in the offing , and ranging up soon
afterwards as close to the shore as was
possible, opened their fire upon the still
unbroken lines of the French . The
ships -were too distant , the danger of
injuring friend as well as foe too immi¬
nent , to allow of their exerting any
important influence upon the result .
The spirit of the enemy was broken ,
however, by this attack upon their
seaward side, which they had thought
impregnable . At the same time a de¬
tachment of German cavalry which
had been directed by Egmont to make
its way under the downs to the south¬
ward , now succeeded in turning their
left flank. Egmont , profiting by their
confusion, charged them again with
redoubled vigour . The fate of the
day was decided. The French cavalry
■wavered, broke their ranks , and in
their flight carried dismay throughout
the whole army . The rout was total ;
horse and foot , French , Gascon, and
German fled from the field together .
Fifteen hundred fell in the action , as
many more were driven into the sea,while great numbers were tom to
pieces by the exasperated peasants,

1 Meteren, i. 19. Hoofd, i . 13, 14, 15. Bor,i . 16,17.—Compare Cabrera, iv. 21 : DcThou ,iii. 231- 241.
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who now eagerly washed out their
recent injuries in the blood of the dis¬
persed , wandering , and wounded sol¬
diers .

*

1 The army of De Thermes was
totally destroyed , and with it the last
hope of France for an honourable and
equal negotiation . She was now at
Philip 's feet, so that this brilliant
cavalry action was, in regard to the
extent both of its immediate and its
permanent results , one of the most
decisive and striking that have ever
been fought . The French army en¬
gaged was annihilated . Marshal de
Thermes , -with a wound in the head,
Senarpont , Annibault , Yillefon, Mor-
villiers, Chanlis, and many others of
high rank were prisoners . The French
monarch had not much heart to set
about the organisation of another
army ; 2 a task which he was now com¬
pelled to undertake . He was soon
obliged to make the best terms which
he could, and to consent to a most
unfavourable treaty .

The Marshal de Thermes was se¬
verely censured for having remained so
long at Dunkerk and in its neighbour¬
hood . He was condemned still more
loudly for not having at least effected
his escape beyond Gravelines, during
the night which preceded the contest .
With regard to the last charge, how¬
ever, it may well be doubted whether
any nocturnal attempt would have
been likely to escape the vigilance of
Egmont . Touching his delay at Dun¬
kerk , it was asserted that he had been
instructed to await in that place the
junction with the Due de Guise, which
had been previously arranged .3 But
for the criminal and, then , inexplicable
languor which characterised that com¬
mander ’s movements , after the capture
of Thionville , the honour of France
might still have been saved.

Whatever might have been the
faults of De Thermes or of Guise,
there could be little doubt as to the
merit of Egmont . Thus within eleven
months of the battle of Saint Quentin ,
had the Dutch hero gained another
victory so decisive as to settle the fate

* Be Thou, iii. 241, xx .
5 Hoofd, i . 15. De Thou, ubi sup .
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of the war , and to elevate his sovereign
to a position from which he might
dictate the terms of a triumphant
peace.

*

1 The opening scenes of Philip ’s
reign were rendered as brilliant as the
proudest days of the Emperor ’s career,
while the provinces were enraptured
with the prospect of early peace. To
whom, then , was the sacred debt of
national and royal gratitude due but
to Lamoral of Egmont ? His country¬
men gladly recognised the claim . He
became the idol of the army ; the
familiar hero of ballad and story ; the
mirror of chivalry , and the god of
popular worship . Throughout the
Netherlands he was hailed as the right
hand of the fatherland , the saviour of
Flanders from devastation and outrage ,
the protector of the nation , the pillar
of the throne .2

*

The victor gained many friends by
his victory , and one enemy. The bit¬
terness of that foe was likely , in the
future , to outweigh all the plaudits of
his friends . The Duke of Alva had
strongly advised against giving battle
to De Thermes . He depreciated the
triumph after it had been gained , by
reflections upon the consequences
which would have flowed had a defeat
been suffered instead .8 He even held
this language to Egmont himself after
his return to Brussels . The conqueror ,
flushed with his glory, wasnot inclined
to digest the criticism , nor what he
considered the venemous detraction of
the Duke . More vain and arrogant

1 Hoofd. De Thou, ubi sup.
* Hoofd, i . 15.
* Meteren, i. 19. Bor, i . 17. Hoofd,

i . 15.
* “ - Et provenoit la ditto ennemitife

prineipaleraeut & causo de la Bataille de

than ever, he treated his powerful
Spanish rival with insolence, and an¬
swered his observations with angry
sarcasms, even in the presence of the
King .4 Alva was not likely to forget
the altercation , nor to forgive the tri¬
umph .

There passed , naturally , much bitter
censure and retort on both sides at
court , between the friends and ad¬
herents of Egmont and those who sus¬
tained the party of his adversary .
The battle of Gravelines was fought
over daily , amid increasing violence
and recrimination between Spaniard
and Fleming , and the old international
hatred flamed more fiercely than ever.
Alva continued to censure the fool¬
hardiness which had risked so valuable
an army on a single blow. Egmont ’s
friends replied that it was easy for
foreigners , who had nothing at risk in
the country , to look on while the
fields of the Netherlands were laid
waste , and the homes and hearths of
an industrious population made deso¬
lately a brutal and rapacious soldiery.
They who dwelt in the Provinces
would be ever grateful to their pre¬
server for the result .5 They had no
eyes for the picture which the Spanish
party painted of an imaginary triumph
of De Thermes and its effects. How¬
ever the envious might cavil, now
that the blow had been struck , the
popular heart remained warm as ever,
and refused to throw down the idol
which had so recently been set up.

Grevelinge, qu’il donna contra son advis et

{
iropoa haultains et superbes qu ’il (Egmont)
ui tint estant de retour victorieux en la

ville de Bruxelles en la presence du Roy ."—
Pontua Payen MtJ., 378, 379.

» Meteren, Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup.
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CHAPTER III .
Secret negotiations for peace—Two fresh armies assembled , but inactive—Negotiationsat Cercamp—Death of Mary Tudor—Treaty of Cateau Cambresis—Death of Henry II .—Policy of Catharine de Medici—Revelations by Henry II . to the Prince of Orange—Funeral of Charles V. in Brussels—Universal joy in the Netherlands at the Restorationof peace—Organisation of the government by Philip , and preparations for his departure—Appointment of Margaret of Parma as Regent of the Netherlands —Three councils—The consulta—The stadholders of the different provinces—Dissatisfaction caused by the

foreign troops—Assembly of the Estates at Ghent to receive the parting instructions andfarewell of the King—Speech of the Bishop of Arras—Request for three millions—Fiercedenunciation of heresy on the part of Philip—Strenuous enforcement of the edicts com¬manded—Reply by the States of Arthois —Unexpected conditions—Rage of the King—Similar conduct on the part of the other provinces—Remonstrance in the name ofStates -General against the foreign soldiery—Formal reply on the part of the crown—
Departure of the King from the Netherlands —Autos-da-fe in Spain.

The battle of Gravelines bad decided
the question . The intrigues of the
two Cardinals at Peronne having been
sustained by Egmont ’s victory , all
parties were ready for a peace. King
Henry was weary of the losing gamewhich he had so longbeenplaying ,Philip
was anxious to relieve himself from
his false position, and to concentrate
his whole mind and the strength of
his kingdom upon his great enemy the
Netherland heresy , while the Duke of
Savoy felt that the time had at last
arrived when an adroit diplomacy
might stand him in stead , and place
him in the enjoyment of those rights
which the sword had taken from him,and which his own sword had done so
much towards winning back . The
sovereigns were inclined to peace, and
as there had never been a national
principle or interest involved in the
dispute , it was very certain tliat peace'would be popular everywhere , upon
whatever terms it might be concluded.

Montmorency and the Prince of
Orange were respectively empowered
to open secret negotiations .1 The
Constable entered upon the task with
alacrity , because he felt that every
day of his captivity was alike prejudi¬
cial to his own welfare and the inte¬
rests of his country .2 The Guises,
who had quarrelled with the Duchess
de Valentinois (Diane de Poitiers ),
were not yet powerful enough to re¬
sist the influence of the mistress ;
while, rather to baffle them than from

1 Apologiedu P . d’Orango, 49.2 De Thou, iii. 246, xx . i

any loftier reasons, that interest was
exerted in behalf of immediate peace.
The Cardinal de Lorraine had by no
means forgotten the eloquent argu¬ments used by the Bishop of Arras ;but his brother , the Due de Guise,
may be supposed to have desired some
little opportunity of redeeming the
credit of the kingdom , and to have
delayed the negotiations until his
valour could secure a less inglorious
termination to the war.

A fresh army had , in fact, been col¬
lected under his command, and was
already organised at Pierrepoint . At
the same time , Philip had assembled a
large force, consisting of thirty thou¬
sand foot and fifteen thousand cavalry,with which he had himself taken the
field, encamping towards the middle of
August upon the banks of the river
Anthies , near the border of Picardy .8
King Henry , on the other hand , had
already arrived in the camp at Pierre¬
point , and had reviewed as imposing
an army as had ever been at the dis¬
posal of a French monarch . When
drawn up in battle array , it covered a
league and a half of ground , while
three hours were required to make its
circuit on horseback .4 All this mar¬
tial display was only for effect. The
two kings, at the head of their great
armies , stood looking at each other
while the negotiations for peace were
proceeding . An unimportant skirmish
or two at the outposts , unattended
with loss of life, were the only mili-

* Bor, i . 17. Hoofd, i . 16. Metereu, i . 20.* De Thou , iii . 244, xx .
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tary results of these great prepara¬
tions . Early in the autumn all the
troops were disbanded , while the com¬
missioners of both crowns met in open
congress at the abbey of Cercamp,
near Cambray, by the middle of Octo¬
ber. The envoys on the part of Philip
were the Prince of Orange, the Duke
of Alva, the Bishop of Arras , Ruy
Gomez de Silva, the President Viglius ;
on that of the French monarch , the
Constable, the Marshal de Saint Andr<$,
the Cardinal de Lorraine , the Bishop
of Orleans, and Claude l’Aubespine .1
There were also envoys sent by the
Queen of England , but as the dispute
concerning Calais was found to hamper
the negotiations at Cercamp, the Eng¬
lish question was left to be settled by
another congress, and was kept en¬
tirely separate from the arrangements
concluded between France and Spain .8

The death of Queen Mary, on the
17tli November ,3 caused a temporary
suspension of the proceedings . After
the widower, however, had made a
fruitless effort to obtain the hand of
her successor, and had been unequi¬
vocally repulsed ,

4

*

the commissioners
again met in February 1559 , at Cateau
Cambresis. The English difficulty was
now arranged by separate commis¬
sioners, and on the Sd of April a treaty
between France and Spain was con¬
cluded.8

By this important convention , both
kings bound themselves to maintain
the Catholic worship inviolate by all
means in their power, and agreed that
an oecumenical council should at once
assemble, to compose the religious dif¬
ferences, and to extinguish the in¬
creasing heresy in both kingdoms.
Furthermore , it was arranged that the
conquests made by each country dur¬
ing the preceding eight years should
be restored . Thus all the gains of
FranciB and Henry were annulled by
a single word, and the Duke of Savoy
converted , by a dash of the }>en , from
a landless soldier of fortune into a

1 Bor, Iloofd , Meteren, ubi sup. Be Thou,
iii . 230, xx .

* Ibid . Ibid .
8 Ibid . Ibid.
* Be Thou, iii . 254.

sovereign again. He was to receive
back all his estates , and was, moreover,
to marry Henry ’s sister Margaret , with
a dowery of three hundred thousand
crowns. Philip , on the other hand ,
now a second time a widower, was to
espouse Henry ’s daughter Isabella, al¬
ready betrothed to the Infant Don
Carlos, and to receive with her a
dowry of four hundred thousand
crowns. The restitutions were to be
commenced by Hemy , and to be com¬
pleted within three months . Philip
was to restore his conquests in the
course of a month afterwards .

Most of the powers of Europe were
included by both parties in this treaty ;
the Pope , the Emperor , all the Elec¬
tors, the Republics of Venice , Genoa,
and Switzerland , the kingdoms of
England , Scotland , Poland , Denmark ,
Sweden ; the duchies of Ferrara , Savoy,
and Parma , besides other inferior prin¬
cipalities . Nearly all Christendom , in
short , was embraced in this most ami¬
cable compact , as if Philip were deter¬
mined that , henceforth and for ever,
Calvinists and Mohammedans, Turks
and Flemings, Bhould be his only
enemies.

The King of France was to select
four hostages from among Philip ’s
subjects , to accompany him to Paris
as pledges for the execution of all the
terms of the treaty . The royal choice
fell upon the Prince of Orange, the
Duke of Alva, the Duke of Aerschot ,
and the Count of Egmont .

Such was the treaty of Cateau Cam¬
bresis .6 Thus was a termination put
to a war between France and Spain,
which had been so wantonly under¬
taken .

Marshal Monluc wrote that a treaty
so disgraceful and disastrous had never
before been ratified by a French mo¬
narch .7 The accumulated plunder of
years , which was now disgorged by
France , was equal in value to one-third
of that kingdom . One hundred and
ninety -eight fortified towns were sur-

* Bor, Meteren, Hoofd, De Thou.
• Be Thou, iii. 350-355. Hoofd, i. 19, 20.

Bor, i . 17. 18. Meteren, i. 23.
7 De Thou . Meursii., Gulielmus Auria-

cus (Leyd., 1621), p. 6.
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rendered , making , with other places of
greater or less importance , a total esti¬
mated by some writers as high as four
hundred .1 The principal gainer was
the Duke of Savoy, who, after so
many years of knighterrantry , had re¬
gained his duchy , and found him¬
self the brother -in-law of his ancient
ememy.

The well-known tragedy by which
the solemnities of this pacification
were abruptly concluded in Paris ,
bore with it an impressive moral. The
monarch who, in violation of his
plighted word and against the inte¬
rests of his nation and the world, had
entered precipitately into a causeless
war , now lost his life in fictitious com¬
bat at the celebration of peace. On
the 10th of July , Henry the Second
died of the wound inflicted by Mont¬
gomery in the tournament held eleven
days before .2 Of this weak and worth¬
less prince , all that even his flatterers
could favourably urge was his great
fondness for war, as if a sanguinary
propensity , even when unaccompanied
by a spark of military talent , were of
itself a virtue . Yet , with his death
the kingdom fell even into more per¬
nicious hands, and the fate of Chris¬
tendom grew darker than ever. The
dynasty of Diane de Poitiers was suc¬
ceeded by that of Catharine de Medici;
the courtesan gave place to the dowa¬
ger ; and France—during the long and
miserable period in which she lay
bleeding in the grasp of the Italian
she-wolf and her litter of cowardly
and sanguinary princes—might even
lament the days of Henry and his
Diana . Charles the Ninth , Henry the
Third , Francis of Alen^on , last of the
Valois race—how large a portion of
the fearful debt which has not yet
been discharged by half a century of
revolution and massacre was of their
accumulation !

The Duchess of Valentinois had
quarrelled latterly with the house
of Guise, and was disposed to favour
Montmorency . The King , who was
but a tool in her hands, might possibly
have been induced , had he lived , to

1 Hoofd, i . 20. De Thou, iii. 20. Joan .
Meursii Gul. Aur . p . 6.
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regard Coligny and his friends with
less aversion . This is, however, ex¬
tremely problematical , for it was
Henry the Second who had concluded
that memorable arrangement with his
royal brother of Spain, to arrange for
the Huguenot chiefs throughout both
realms , a “ Sicilian Vespers/ ' upon the
first favourable occasion. His death
and the subsequent policy of the
Queen-Regent deferred the execution
of the great scheme till fourteen years
later . Henry had lived long enough,
however, after the conclusion of the
secret agreement to reveal it to one
whose life was to be employed in
thwarting this foul conspiracy of
monarchs against their subjects . Wil¬
liam of Orange, then a hostage for the
execution of the treaty of Cateau Cam-
bresis , was the man with whom the
.King had the unfortunate conception
to confer on the subject of the plot .3
The Prince , who had already gained
the esteem of Charles the Fifth by his
habitual discretion, knew how to profit
by the intelligence and to bide his
time ; but his hostility to the policy
of the French and Spanish courts was
perhaps dated from that hour .4

Pending the peace negotiations ,
Philip had been called upon to mourn
for his wife and father . He did not
affect grief for the death of Mary
Tudor , but he honoured the Em¬
peror ’s departure with stately ob¬
sequies at Brussels. The ceremonies
lasted two days (the 29th and 30tli
December 1558 ) .

If the mourning for the dead Em¬
peror was but a mummery and a mas¬
querade , there was, however, heartiness
and sincerity in the rejoicing which
now burst forth like a sudden illumi¬
nation throughout the Netherlands ,
upon the advent of peace. All was
joy in the provinces, but at Antwerp ,
the metropolis of the land , the en¬
thusiasm was unbounded . Nine days
were devoted to festivities . Bells rang
their merriest peals, artillery thun¬
dered , beacons blazed, the splendid
cathedral spire flamed nightly with
three hundred burning cressets , the

* De Thou, iii. 367.
* Apologied’Orange, 53, 54. 4 Ibid .
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city was strewn with flowers and de¬
corated with triumphal arches ; the
Guilds of Rhetoric amazed the world
with their gorgeous processions, glit¬
tering dresses, and bombastic versifica¬
tion ; the burghers all, from highest to
humblest , were feasted and made
merry ; wine flowed in the streets , and
oxen were roasted whole ; prizes on
poles were climbed for, pigs were
hunted blindfold , men and women
raced in sacks ; and, in short , for nine
days long there was one universal and
spontaneous demonstration of hilarity
in Antwerp and throughout the pro¬
vinces.1

But with this merry humour of his
subjects , the sovereign had but little
sympathy . There was nothing in his
character or purposes which owed
affinity with any mood of this jocund
and energetic people. Philip had not
made peace with all the world that
the Netherlanders might climb up on
poles or ring bells , or strew flowers in
his path for a little holiday time , and
then return to their industrious avoca¬
tions again. He had made peace with
all the world that he might be free to
combat heresy ; and this arch enemy
had taken up its stronghold in the pro¬
vinces. The treaty of Cateau Cam-
bresis left him at liberty to devote
himself to that great enterprise . He
had never loved the Netherlands ; a
residence in these constitutional pro¬
vinces was extremely irksome to him,
and he was therefore anxious to re¬
turn to Spain. From the depths of
his cabinet he felt that he should be
able to direct the enterprise he was
resolved upon , and that his presence in
the Netherlands would be superfluous
and disagreeeable.

The early part of the year 1559 was
spent by Philip in organising the go¬
vernment of the provinces , and in mak¬
ing the necessary preparations for his
departure . The Duke of Savoy, being
restored to his duchy, had , of course,
no more leisure to act as Regent of

i Moteren, i . 23, 24.
9 Vi ' le Bakhuyzen v. d . Brink . Het

Huwelijk van W . Van Oranje, 7, sqq . Reif-
fenberg. Correspondance de Marguerite
vi’Autriche (Bruxelles, 1842), p . 272.

r the Regency . 107

the Netherlands ; and it was necessary,
therefore , to fix upon his successor in
this important post at once. There
were several candidates . The Duchess
Christina of Lorraine had received
many half promises of the appoint¬
ment , which she was most anxious
to secure ; the Emperor was even
said to desire the nomination of the
Archduke Maximilian, a step which
would have certainly argued more
magnanimity upon Philip ’s part than
the world could give him credit for ;
and besides these regal personages, the
high nobles of the land , especially
Orange and Egmont , had hopes of ob¬
taining the dignity . The Prince of
Orange, however, was too sagacious to
deceive himself long, and became sa¬
tisfied very soon that no Netherlander
was likely to be selected for Regent .
He therefore threw his influence in
favour of the Duchess Christina , whose
daughter , at the suggestion of the
Bishop of Arras , he was desirous of
obtaining in marriage . The King fa¬
voured for a time , or pretended to
favour, both the appointment of Ma¬
dame de Lorraine and the marriage
project of the Prince .8 Afterwards ,
however, and in a manner which was
accounted both sudden and myste¬
rious , it appeared that the Duchess
and Orange had both been deceived,
and that the King and Bishop had de¬
cided in favour of another candidate ,
whose claims had not been considered,
before, very prominent .3 This was
the Duchess Margaret of Parma , na¬
tural daughter of Charles the Fifth .4
A brief sketch of this important per¬
sonage, so far as regards her previous
career, is reserved for the following
chapter . For the present it is suffi¬
cient to state the fact of the nomina¬
tion . In order to afford a full view of
Philip ’s political arrangements before
his final departure from the Nether¬
lands, we defer until the same chapter
an account of the persons who com¬
posed the boards of council organised

* Bakhuyzen , p . 8. Compare Flor . Van-
der Haer de initiis tumultuura Belgicornm
(Lovanni, 1640), i . p . 127. Strada de Bel.
Belg. i . 84, 35-42 ; Moteren, i . 24.

* Strada , Vander Haer , Moteren , ubi sup .
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to assist the new Regent in the govern-
ment . These bodies themselves were
three in number : a state and privy
council and one of finance.1

2

They
were not new institutions , having been
orginally established by the Emperor ,
and were now arranged by his suc¬
cessor upon the same nominal basis
upon which they had before existed.
The finance council, which had su¬
perintendence of all matters relating
to the royal domains and to the annual
budgets of the government , was pre¬
sided over by Baron Berlaymont .3 The
privy council, of which Yiglius was
president , was composed of ten or
twelve learned doctors, and was espe¬
cially entrusted with the control of
matters relating to law, pardons , and
the general administration of justice .
The state council, which was far the
most important of the three boards,
was to superintend all high affairs of
government , war , treaties , foreign in¬
tercourse , internal and interprovincial
affairs. The members of this council
were the Bishop of Arras , Viglius,
Berlaymont , the Prince of Orange,
Count Egmont , to which number were
afterwards added the Seigneur de
Glayon, the Duke of Aerschot , and
Count Horn .3 The last named noble¬
man , who was Admiral of the Pro¬
vinces, had , for the present , been ap¬
pointed to accompany the King to
Spain , there to be specially intrusted
with the administration of affairs re¬
lating to the Netherlands .4 He was
destined , however, to return at the ex¬
piration of two years.

With the object , as it was thought ,
of curbing the power of the great-
nobles, it had been arranged that the
three councils should be entirely dis¬
tinct from each other , that the mem¬
bers of the state council should have
no participation in the affairs of the
two other bodies ; but , on the other
hand , that the finance and privy coun¬
cillors, as well as the Knights of the
Fleece , should have access to the deli¬
berations of the state council. 6 In the

1 Meteren, 24. Hoofd, i . 23.
2 Meteren, Hoofd, Vander Vynckt .
2 Hoofd, i . 28. Meteren, i . 24.
* Yander Vynckfc, i . 149.
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course of events , however, it soon be¬
came evident that the real power of the
government wasexclusivelyin the hands
of the consulta , a committee of three
members of the state council , by whose
deliberations the Regent was secretly
instructed to be guided on all impor¬
tant occasions. The three , Viglius,
Berlaymont , and Arras , who composed
the secret conclave or cabinet , were in
reality but one. The Bishop of Arras
was in all three , and the three together
constituted only the Bishop of Arras.

There *was no especial governor or
stadholder appointed for the province
of Brabant , where the Regent was to
reside and to exercise executive func¬
tions in person. The stadholders for
the other provinces were, for Flanders
and Artois , the Count of Egmont ; for
Holland , Zeland, and Utrecht , the
Prince of Orange ; for Gueldres and
Zutfen , the Count of Meghem ; for
Friesland , Groningen , and Overyssel,
Count Aremberg ; for Hainault , Valen¬
ciennes, and Cambray, the Marquis of
Berghen ; for Tournay and Tournaisis ,
Baron Montigny ; for Namur , Baron
Berlaymont ; for Luxemburg , Count
Mansfeld ; for Ryssel, Douay, and
Orchies, the Baron Coureires. 6 All
these stadholders were commanders-in-
chief of the military forces in their re¬
spective provinces. With the single
exception of Count Egmont , in whose
province of Flanders the stadholders
were excluded from the administration
of justice ,7 all were likewise supreme
judges in the civil and criminal tribu¬
nal.6 The military force of the Nether¬
lands in time of peace was small, for
the provinces were jealous of the pre¬
sence of soldiery . The only standing
army which then legally existed in the
Netherlands were the Bandea d’Ordon-
nance , a body of mounted gendarmerie
—amounting in all to three thousand
men—which ranked among the most
accomplished and best -disciplined ca¬
valry of Europe .8 They were divided
into fourteen squadrons , each under
the command of a stadholder , or of a

* Iloofd, Meteren, ubi sup .
« Meteren, i . 24. Hoofd, i . 22.
t Hoold, 22.
8 Meteren, 24. 6 Ibid.
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distinguished noble . Besides these
troops , however , there still remained in
the provinces a foreign force, amount¬
ing in the aggregate to four thousand
men.1 These soldiers were the remain¬
der of those large bodies which year
after year had been quartered upon
the Netherlands during the constant
warfare to which they had been ex¬
posed. Living upon the substance of
the country , paid out of its treasury ,
and as offensive by their licentious and
ribald habits of life as were the ene¬
mies against whom they were enrolled,
these troops had become an intolerable
burthen to the people. They were
now disposed in different garrisons, no¬
minally to protect the frontier . As a
firm peace, however, had now been
concluded between Spain and France ,
and as there was no pretext for com¬
pelling the provinces to accept this
protection , the presence of a foreign
soldiery strengthened a suspicion that
they were to be used in the onslaught
which was preparing against the reli¬
gious freedom and the political privi¬
leges of the country . They were to
be the nucleus of a larger army , it was
believed , by which the land was to be
reduced to a state of servile subjection
to Spain . A low , constant , but gene¬
rally unheeded murmur of dissatisfac¬
tion and distrust upon this subject was
already perceptible throughout tlie
Netherlands ; 2

*

a warning presage of
the coming storm.

All tlie provinces were now convoked
for the 7tli of August ( 1559 ), at Ghent ,
there to receive the parting communi¬
cation and farewell of the King .8 Pre¬
viously to this day, however, Philip
appeared in person upon several solemn
occasions, to impress upon the country
the necessity of attending to the great
subject with which his mind was ex¬
clusively occupied.4

*

He came before
the great council of Mechlin,

4 in order
to address that body with his own lips
upon the necessity of supporting the
edicts to the letter , and of trampling

1Bor, i . 19. Meteren .
• Ibid , Ibid ., 24. * Meteren , 24 .
4 Joach . Hopperus . Recueil et Memorial

des Troubles aes Pays Bas (apud Hoynckt ,
ii .), p . 20.
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out every vestige of heresy , wherever
it should appear , by the immediate
immolation of all heretics , whoever
they might be.

He likewise caused the estates of
Flanders to be privately assembled,
that he might harangue them upon the
same great topic . In the latter part
of July he proceeded to Ghent , where
a great concourse of nobles, citizens,
and strangers had already assembled.
Here , in the last week of the month ,
the twenty -third chapter of the Golden
Fleece was held with much pomp , and
with festivities which lasted three
days . The fourteen vacancies which
existed were filled with the names
of various distinguished personages.
With this last celebration the public
history of Philip the Good’s ostenta¬
tious and ambitious order of knight¬
hood was closed. The subsequent
nominations were made ex indultti
apostolico , and without the assembling
of a chapter .6

The estates having duly assembled
upon the day prescribed , Philip , at¬
tended by Margaret of Parma , the
Duke of Savoy, and a stately retinue
of ambassadors and grandees, made his
appearance before them . After the
customary ceremonies had been per¬
formed , the Bishop of Arras arose and
delivered , in the name of his sove¬
reign , an elaborate address of instruc¬
tions and farewells. In this important
harangue , the states were informed
that the King had convened them in
order that they might be informed of
his intention of leaving the Nether¬
lands immediately . He would gladly
have remained longer in his beloved
provinces, had not circumstances com¬
pelled his departure . His father had
come hither for the good of the country
in the year 1543, and had never re¬
turned to Spain , except to die.

Upon the King ’s accession to the
sovereignty he had arranged a truce
of five years, which had been broken
through by the faithlessness of France.

6 Joach . Hopperus . Compare Gachard,
Collectiondes Documents InMits concerrmnt
l’Histoire de la Belgique (Bruxelles , 1833), i.
313-337.• Vander Vynckt , i. 335.
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He had, therefore , been obliged, not¬
withstanding his anxiety to return to
a country where his presence was
so much needed, to remain in the
provinces till he had conducted the
new war to a triumphant close . In
doing this he had been solely governed
by his intense love for the Netherlands ,
and by his regard for their interests .
All the money which he had raised
from their coffers had been spent for
their protection . Upon this account
his Majesty expressed his confidence
that the estates would pay an earnest
attention to the “ Request ” which had
been laid before them , the more so, as
its amount , three millions of gold
florins, would all be expended for the
good of the provinces. After his re¬
turn to Spain he hoped to be able to
make a remittance '. The Duke of
Savoy, he continued , being obliged, in
consequence of the fortunate change in
his affairs, to resign the government of
the Netherlands , and his own son, Don
Carlos, not yet being sufficiently ad¬
vanced in years to succeed to that im¬
portant post , his Majesty had selected
his sister , the Duchess Margaret of
Parma , daughter of the Emperor , as
the most proper person for Regent .
As she had been born in the Nether¬
lands, and had always entertained a
profound affection for the provinces,
he felt a firm confidence that she
would prove faithful both to their in¬
terests and his own. As at this
moment many countries , and parti¬
cularly the lands in the immediate
neighbourhood , were greatly infested
by various “ new, reprobate , and damn¬
able sects ;

” as these sects, proceeding

Dutch Republic. [1559.
: from the foul fiend, father of discord,

had not failed to keep those kingdoms
in perpetual dissension and misery , to
the manifest displeasure of God Al¬
mighty ; as his Majesty was desirous
to avert such terrible evils from his
own realms , according to his duty to
the Lord God, who would demand
reckoning from him hereafter for the
wellbeing of the provinces ; as all ex¬
perience proved that change of religion
ever brought desolation and confusion
to the commonweal ; as low persons,
beggars, and vagabonds, under colour of
religion, were accustomed to traverse
the land for the purpose of plunder
and disturbance ; as his Majesty was
most desirous of following in the foot¬
steps of his lord and father ; as it
would be well remembered what the
Emperor had said to him upon the
memorable occasion of his abdication ;
therefore his Majesty had commanded
the Regent Margaret of Parma , for the
sake of religion and the glory of God ,
accurately and exactly to 'cause to be
enforced the edicts and decrees made by
his imperial Majesty, and renewed by
his present Majesty, for the extirpation
of all sects and heresies . All governors,
councillors, and others having autho¬
rity , were also instructed to do their
utmost to accomplish this great end.1

The great object of the discourse
was thus announced in the most im¬
pressive manner , and with all that
conventional rhetoric of which the
Bishop of Arras was considered a con¬
summate master . Not a word was
said on the subject which was nearest
the hearts of the Netherlanders —the
withdrawal of the Spanish troops . 2

1 See the Speech in Bor , i. 19- 21. Com¬
pare Gachard , Docum . Ined . i. 313- 322.

2 Bentivoglio . Guerra di Fiandra , i. 9
(Opere , Parigi , 1648), gives a different report ,
which ends with a distinct promise on the
part of the King to dismiss the troops as
soon as possible : “ - in segno di che
spetialmente havrebbe quanto prima , e fatti
uscire i presidij stranieri dalle fortezze e
levata ogn ’ insolita contributione al paese .”
It is almost superfluous to state that the
Cardinal is no authority for speeches , except ,
indeed , for those which were never made .
Long orations by generals upon the battle¬
field , by royal personages in their cabinets ,
by conspirators in secret conclave , are re¬
ported by him with much minuteness , and

none can gainsay the accuracy with which
these harangues , which never had any exis¬
tence , except in the author ’s imagination ,
are placed before the reader . Bcntivoglio ’s
stately and graceful style , elegant descrip¬
tions , and general acquaintance with his
subject , will always make his works attrac¬
tive , but the classic and conventional sys¬
tem of inventing long speeches for histori¬
cal characters has fortunately gone out of
fashion . It is very interesting to know
what an important personage really did
say or write upon remarkable occasions ;
but it is less instructive to be told what
the historian thinks might have been a
good speech or epistle for him to utter oz
indite .
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Not a Lint was held out that a reduc¬
tion of the taxation , under which the
provinces had so long been groaning,
was likely to take place ; but , on the
contrary , the King had demanded a
new levy of considerable amount . A
few well-turned paragraphs were added
on the subject of the administration of
justice —“ without which the republic
was a dead body without a soul ”— in
the Bishop’s most approved style , and
the discourse concluded with a fervent
exhortation to the provinces to trample
heresy and heretics out of existence,
and with the hope that the Lord God,
in such case, would bestow upon the
Netherlands health and happiness.1

After the address had been con¬
cluded , the deputies , according to
ancient form , requested permission to
adjourn , tliat the representatives of
each province might deliberate among
themselves on the point of granting or
withholding the Request for the three
millions.2 On the following day they
again assembled in the presence of the
King , for the purpose of returning
their separate answers to the proposi¬
tions .3

The address first read was that of
the Estates of Artois .4

*

The chairman of
the deputies from that province read a
series of resolutions , drawn up , says a
contemporary , “ with that elegance
which characterised all the public acts
of the Artesians , bearing witness to the
vivacity of their wits .” 6 The deputies
spoke of the extreme affection which
their province had always borne to his
Majesty and to the Emperor . They
had proved it by the constancy with
which they had endured the calamities
of war so long, and they now cheerfully
consented to the Request , so far as
their contingent went . They were
willing to place at his Majesty’s dis¬
posal, not only the remains of their
property , but even the last drop of
their blood.

As the eloquent chairman reached
this point in his discourse, Philip , who

1 Iktr , ubi sup .
2 Pontus Payeu MS., 14- 18.
2Ibid . 4 Ibid .
5 “ - En tormes fort elegans comme

sont ordmairement Ies actes et depeohes qui
tw font aux assemblies desdicta Etats ren -

was standing with his arm resting up¬
on Egmont ’s shoulder , listening eagerly
to the Artesian address, looked upon
the deputies of the province with a
smiling face, 6 expressing by the un¬
wonted benignity of his countenance
the satisfaction which he received from
these loyal expressions of affection,
and this dutiful compliance with his
Request . 7

The deputy , however, proceeded to
an unexpected conclusion, by earnestly
entreating his Majesty, as a compensa¬
tion for the readiness thus evinced in
the royal service, forthwith to order the
departure of all foreign troops then in
the Netherlands . Their presence, it
was added, was now rendered com¬
pletely superfluous by the ratification
of the treaty of peace so fortunately
arranged with all the world.

At this sudden change in the de¬
puty 's language, the King , no longer
smiling, threw himself violently upon
his chair of state , where he remained ,
brooding with a gloomy countenance
upon the language which had been
addressed to him . It was evident ,
said an eye-witness , that he was deeply
offended. He changedcolour frequently ,
so that all present “ could remark , from
the working of his face, how much his
mind was agitated .” 8

The rest of the provinces were even
more explicit than the deputies of
Artois . All had voted their contin¬
gents to the Request , but all had made
the withdrawal of the troops an ex¬
press antecedent condition to the pay¬
ment of their respective quotas .9

The King did not affect to conceal
his rage at these conditions, exclaim¬
ing bitterly to Count Egmont and
other seigniors near the throne , that it
was very easy to estimate , by these
proceedings, the value of the protes¬
tations made by the provinces of their
loyalty and affection.10

Besides, however, the answers thus
addressed by the separate states to
the royal address , a formal remon-
dans bon tesmoignage do la vivacito des
esprits d’Artois .”—Ibid .

« Pontus Payen MS , 14- 18. 7 Ibid,
a Ibid . » Ibid .
w Ibid . Compare Vander Haer, i . 108- 110;

Wagenaer, Vaderl. Hist ., vi. 52.
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strance had also been drawn up in the
name of the States -General, and signed
by the Prince of Orange, Count Eg-
mont , and many of the leading patri¬
cians of the Netherlands . This docu¬
ment , which was formally presented
to the King before the adjournment
of the assembly, represented the in¬
famous “ pillaging, insults , and dis¬
orders ” daily exercised by the foreign
soldiery ; stating that the burthen had
become intolerable , and that the in¬
habitants of Marienburg , and of many
other large towns and villages, had
absolutely abandoned their homes
rather than remain any longer exposed
to such insolence and oppression.*

The King , already enraged , was
furious at the presentation of this
petition . He arose from his seat , and
rushed impetuously from the assembly,
demanding of the members as he went,
whether he too, as a Spaniard , was
expected immediately to leave the
land , and to resign all authority over
it .

1

2 The Duke of Savoy made use of
this last occasion in which he appeared
in public as Regent , violently to re¬
buke the estates for the indignity thus
offered to their sovereign.3

It could not be forgotten , however,
by nobles and burghers , who had not
yet been crushed by the long course
of oppression which was in store for
them , that there had been a day when
Philip ’s ancestors had been more
humble in their deportment in the
face of the provincial authorities . His
great -grandfather , Maximilian, kept in
durance by the citizens of Bruges ; his
great -grandmother , Mary of Burgundy ,
with streaming eyes and dishevelled
hair , supplicating in the market -place
for the lives of her treacherous am¬
bassadors, were wont to hold a less
imperious language to the delegates of
the states .

This burst of ill temper on the part
1 Meteren, i . 24, Bor. i . 22. Wagenaer,

vi . 48- 52. “ Remonstrance addressee au
roy par les etats generaulx pour le renvoi
des troupes etrangeres et pour quo les affaires
fussent admiuistrees del ’avis desSeigneurs .”
—Gachard . Documents Inedits , i. 823- 325.

2 Wagenaer, vi . 52. Compare Vander
Haer , “ Subiratum de sede Regem surrexisse
eteo digresso,” etc .—viii. 110.
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of the monarch was, however, succeed¬
ed by a different humour . It was still
thought advisable to dissemble, and to
return rather an expostulatory than a
peremptory answer to the remonstance
of the States -General. Accordingly, a
paper of a singular tone was, after the
delay of a few days, sent into the as¬
sembly. In this message it was stated
that the King was not desirous of
placing strangers in the government—
a fact which was proved by the ap¬
pointment of the Duchess Margaret ;
that the Spanish infantry was neces¬
sary to protect the land from invasion ;
that the remnant of foreign troops
only amounted to three or four thou¬
sand men, who claimed considerable
arrears of pay, but that the amount
due would be forwarded to them im¬
mediately after his Majesty ’s return to
Spain . It was suggested that the
troops would serve as an escort for
Don Carlos when he should arrive in
the Netherlands , although the King
would have been glad to carry them
to Spain in his fleet, had he known
the wishes of the estates in time . He
would, however, pay for their support
himself , although they were to act
solely for the good of the provinces.
He observed, moreover, that he had
selected two seigniors of the provinces,
the Prince of Orange and Count Eg-
mont , to take command of these
foreign troops , and he promised faith¬
fully that , in the course of three or
four months at furthest , they should
all be withdrawn .4

On the same day in which the
estates had assembled at Ghent , Philip
had addressed an elaborate letter to
the grand council of Mechlin, the su¬
preme court of the provinces, and to
the various provincial councils and
tribunals of the whole country .5 The
object of the communication was to
give his final orders on the subject of

* Vander Haer , ubi sup .
* “ Reponse du Roy B, la Remontranco, ”

etc .—Documents Inedits , i. 326-320.
5 Lettre de Phil . II . au grand conseil de

Malines par laquelle il lui fait connaitre son
intention sur le fait de la religion et de 1’ex-
tirpation des heresies , 8 AoUt , 1559.—Docu¬
ments Inedits , i . 332- 389.
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the edicts , and for the execution of
all heretics in the most universal and
summary manner . He gave stringent
and unequivocal instructions that these
decrees for burning , strangling , and
burying alive, should be fulfilled to
the letter . He ordered all judicial
officers and magistrates “ to be curious
to inquire on all sides as to the execu¬
tion of the placards,” stating his inten¬
tion that " the utmost rigour should
be employed without any respect of
persons,” and that not only “ the
transgressors should be proceeded
against , but also the judges who
should prove remiss in their prosecu¬
tion of heretics .” 1 He alluded to a
false opinion which had gained cur¬
rency, that the edicts were only in¬
tended against Anabaptists . Correcting
this error , he stated that they were to
be “ enforced against all sectaries,
without any distinction or mercy, who
might be spotted merely •with. the
errors introduced by Luther .” 2

The King , notwithstanding the vio¬
lent scenes in the assembly, took leave
of the estates at another meeting with
apparent cordiality . His dissatisfaction
was sufficiently manifest, but it ex¬
pressed itself principally against indi¬
viduals. His displeasure at the course
pursued by the leading nobles, parti¬
cularly by the Prince of Orange, was
already no secret .

Philip , soon after the adjournment
of the assembly, had completed the
preparations for his departure . At
Middelburg he was met by the agree¬
able intelligence that the Pope had
consented to issue a bull for the crea¬
tion of the new bishoprics which he
desired for the Netherlands . 3 This
important subject will be resumed in
another chapter ; for the present we ac¬
company the King to Flushing , whence
the fleet was to set sail for Spain. He

* . Que vous soyez curieulx pour
vous enquerir si atous costelz l’executicn se
fera contro ceulx qui y contre viendront
laquelle execution nous entendons et voulons
sc faco avec toute rigueur et sans y respecter
personne qui que ce soil, et de proceder non
soullement contre les transgresseurs mais
aussi contre les jugos qui vouldroiont user
do dissimulation et connivance,'’ etc ., etc .—
355.

2 “ —— Contre ceulx qui pourroient estre

was escorted thither by the Duchess
Regent , the Duke of Savoy, and by
many of the most eminent personages
of the provinces.4 Among others , Wil¬
liam of Orange was in attendance to
witness the final departure of the
King , and to pay him his farewell
respects . As Philip was proceeding
on board the ship which was to bear
him for ever from the Netherlands ,
his eyes lighted upon the Prince . His
displeasure could no longer be re¬
strained . With angry face he turned
upon him, and bitterly reproached him
for having thwarted all his plans by
means of his secret intrigues . William
replied with humility that everything
which had taken place had been done
through the regular and natural move¬
ments of the states . Upon this the
King , boiling with rage, seized the
Prince by the wrist , and shaking it
violently , exclaimed in Spanish, “ No
los estados, ma vos , vos, vos1 ”—Not
the estates , but you, you, you !—re¬
peating thrice the word “ vos, ” which is
as disrespectful and uncourteous in
Spanish as “ toi ” in French .5

After this severe and public insult ,
the Prince of Orange did not go on
board his Majesty ’s vessel, but con¬
tented himself with wishing Philip ,
from the shore,

6 a fortunate journey .
It may be doubted , moreover, whether
he would not have made a sudden and
compulsory voyage to Spain had he
ventured his person in the ship, and
whether , under the circumstances , he
would have been likely to effect as
speedy a return . His caution served
him then as it was destined to do on
many future occasions, and Philip left
the Netherlands with this parting ex¬
plosion of hatred against the man who,
as he perhaps instinctively felt , was
destined to circumvent his measures
and resist his tyranny to the last.
soullement entachez dos articles et erreurs
introduitz et soustenus par le diet Luthere .”
—337.

* Hopper , Rec . et . Mem., p. 21, e . ii.* Vander Vynckt , i. 140.6 Mfemoires de l’Aubery du Maurier {Man¬
ner , 1680), p . 9, who relates the anecdote
upon the authority of his father , who had it
from a gentleman present at the scene, a
friend of the Prince of Orange.• Ibid.

H
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The fleet, which consisted of ninety

vessels, so well provisioned that , among
other matters , fifteen thousand capons
were put on board, according to the
Antwerp chronicler ,1 set sail upon the
26th August (1559 ) , from Flushing .2
The voyage proved tempestuous , so
that much of the rich tapestry and
other merchandise which had been
accumulated by Charles and Philip was
lost . Some of the vessels foundered ;
to save others it was necessary to
lighten the cargo, and “ to enrobe the
roaring waves with the silks,” for
which the Netherlands were so famous ;
so that it was said that Philip and his
father had impoverished the earth only
to enrich the ocean.3 The fleet had
been laden with much valuable pro¬
perty , because the King had deter¬
mined to fix for the future the wander¬
ing capital of his dominions in Spain.
Philip landed in safety , however, at
Laredo , on the 8th September .4 His
escape from imminent peril confirmed
him in the great purpose to which he
had consecrated his existence. He
believed himself to have been reserved
from shipwreck only because a mighty
mission had been confidedto him ; and
lest his enthusiasm against heresy
should languish , his eyes were soon
feasted , upon his arrival in his native
country , with the spectacle of an auto-
da -fe .

Early in January of this year, the
King being persuaded that it was ne¬
cessary everywhere to use additional
means to check the alarming spread of
Lutheran opinions, had written to the
Pope for authority to increase, if that
were possible, the stringency of the
Spanish Inquisition . The pontiff,
nothing loath , had accordingly issued
a bull directed to the Inquisitor -Gene¬
ral, Valdez, by which he was instructed
to consign to the flames all prisoners
whatever , even those who were not
accused of having “ relapsed.” 3 Great
preparations had been made to strike

1 Meteren, i . 25.
* Ibid .
* Meteren, i . 25. Hoofd, L 27. Compare

Cabrera, v. 235.
* Bor, i. 22.
* “ Had the Ringandthe Inquisitor never

committed any other evil,” says Llorente

terror into the hearts of heretics by a
series of horrible exhibitions , in the
course of which the numerous victims ,
many of them persons of high rank ,
distinguished learning , and exemplary
lives, who had long been languishing
in the dungeons of the holy office ,
were to be consigned to the flames.

*

*5

*

The first auto-da -ft had been consum¬
mated at Valladolid on the 21st May
(1559 ), in the absence of the King , of
course , but in the presence of the
royal family and the principal notabi¬
lities , civil, ecclesiastical, and military .
The Princess Regent , seated on her
throne close to the scaffold, had held
on high the holy sword. The Arch¬
bishop of Seville, followed by the
ministers of the Inquisition and by
the victims, had arrived in solemn
procession at the “ cadahalso,” where,
after the usual sermon in praise of the
holy office and in denunciation of
heresy, he had administered the oath
to the Infante , who had duly sworn
upon the crucifix to maintain for ever
the sacred Inquisition and the apostolic
decrees. The Archbishop had then
cried aloud,

“ So may God prosper your
Highnesses and your estates 7 after
which the men and women who formed
the object of the show had been cast
into the flames.8 It being afterwards
ascertained that the King himself
would soon be enabled to return to
Spain , the next festival was reserved
as a fitting celebration for his arrival .
Upon the 8th October, accordingly,
another auto-da -f € took place at Valla¬
dolid. The King, with his sister and
his son, the high officers of state, the
foreign ministers , and all the nobility
of the kingdom, were present , together
with an immense concourse of soldiery,
clergy, and populace. The sermon
was preached by the Bishop of Cuenca."When it was finished, Inquisitor
General Valdez cried with a loud voice,“ 0 God, make speed to help us ! ” 9
The King then drew his sword.
“ this alone would be sufficient to consign
their names to eternal infamy .”

« Cabrera, v. 235, sqq . Llorente . Hist .
Crit. del ’Inquis ., ii . xviit

7 Cabrera, iv. 209.
» Ibid .
9 “ Domine adjuva nos.”—Cabrera, v. 235 .
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Valdez, advancing to the platform
upon which Philip was seated, pro¬
ceeded to read the protestation : “ Your
Majesty swears by the cross of the
sword, whereon your royal hand re¬
poses, that you will give all necessary
favour to the holy office of the Inqui¬
sition against heretics , apostates, and
those who favour them , and will de¬
nounce and inform against all those
who, to your royal knowledge, shall
act or speak against the faith .” 1 The
King answered aloud, “ I swear it, ”
and signed the paper . The oath was
read to the whole assembly by an
officer of the Inquisition . Thirteen
distinguished victims were then burned j
alive before the monarch ’s eyes, be¬
sides one body which a friendly death
had snatched from the hands of the
holy office , and the effigy of another
person who had been condemned, al¬
though not yet tried or even appre¬
hended . Among the sufferers was
Carlos de Sessa, a young noble of dis¬
tinguished character and abilities , who
said to the King as he passed by the
throne to the stake , “ How can you
thus look on and permit me to be
burned ? ” Philip then made the
memorable reply , carefully recorded
by his historiographer and panegyrist :

1 “ Domino adjuva nos.”—Cabrera, v . 235.
* “ Yo traere lena para quemar a ini hijo

si fuore tail malo como vos.”—Cabrera, v.
236.

* Hoofd, i . 27. Meteren, i . 25. Dor, i . 23.
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“ I would carry the wood to bum my
own son withal , were he as wicked as
you .

” 2
In Seville, immediately afterwards ,

another auto-da -fe was held, in which
fifty Jiving heretics were burned , be¬
sides the bones of Doctor Constantine
Ponce de la Fuente , once the friend ,
chaplain , and almoner of Philip ’s
father . This learned and distinguished
ecclesiastic had been released from a
dreadful dungeon by a fortunate fever.
The holy office, however, not content
with punishing his corpse, wreaked
also an impotent and ludicrous malice
upon his effigy . A stuffed figure, at¬
tired in his robes, and with its arms
extended in the attitude which was
habitual with him in prayer , was
placed upon the scaffold among the
living victims, and then cast into the
flames, that bigotry might enjoy a
fantastic triumph over the grave.

Such were the religious ceremonies
with which Philip celebrated his escape
from shipwreck , and his marriage with
Isabella of France , immediately after¬
wards solemnized. These human vic¬
tims , chained and burning at the
stake , were the blazing torches which
lighted the monarch to his nuptial
couch.1

Do Thou, iii. 410-413 , xxiii , Cabrera, iv.
209, and v. 235, sqq .—Compare Llorento
(Hist . Crit . do l’lnquis . ii . xviii . xx . and
xxi .), who has corrected many errors made
by preceding historians .

Nuptials of Philip.
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