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Paradife Loft.
BOOK XI

The ARGUMENT.
The Son of God prefents to bis Father the

Prayers of onr firft Parents mow re¬
penting, ‘and interzedes for them: God
accepts then, but declares that they muftno longer abide in Paradife; Jernds Mi¬
chael with a Band of Cherubim #0 aif
Polfefs them 5 but firft to reveal #0 A¬dam future things : Michaels comingdown. Adam fhews to Eve certain

- ominous figns; he difcerns Michaels
approach, goes out to meet him: the
Angel denounces their departure. Eve's
Lamentation. Adam pleads, but (ub¬mits : The Angel leads him up to a
bigh Hill, [ets before hin in vifion whatJall happen 4il the Flood,







Bookxi. PARADISE Lost.
HUS they in lowlieft plight repentant flood
Praying, for from the Mercy -feat above

Prevenient Grace defcending had remov’d
The ftony from their hearts , and made new flefh

Regenerate grow inftead, that fighs now breath’d 5

Unutterable, which the Spirit of prayer
Infpird , and wing’d forHeav’n with fpeedicr flight
Than loudeft Oratory : yet their port
Not of mean fuitors , nor important lefs

sem'd their Petition , than when th’ancient Pair 1e
In Fables old, lefs ancient yet than thefe, :

Dencalion and chafte Pyrrha to reftore
The Race of Mankind drown’d, before the Shrine
Of Them: ftood devout. To Heav’n their pray’rs
Flew up, nor mifs’d the way, by envious winds 1s
Blown vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafs’d
Dimentionlefs thro’ Heav ’nly dotes; then clad
With incen{e, where the Golden Altar fum’d,
By their great Interceflor, came in fight
Before the Father's
Prefenting, thus to

frit 2
From t nted Grace in Man, thefe Sighs
And Prayers, which in thisGolden Cenfer, mixt
With Incenfe, It icft before rhee bring, 25
Fruits of more p {favour from thy feed
Sown with contrition in his heart, than thofe
Which his own hand manuring all the Trees
Of Paradifc could have produc’d, eer fall'n
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From innocence. Now therefore bend thineear 30
To fupplication , hear his fighs though mute;
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me
Interpret for him, me his Advocate
And propitiation, all his works on me
Good or not good ingraft, my Merie thofe
Shall perfe&t, and for thefe my Death fhall pay.
Accept me, and in me from thefe receive
The {mell of peace toward Mankind, ler him live
Before thee reconcil ’d, at leaft his days
Number’d, tho’ fad, till Death, his doom (which 1
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe ) 41
To better life hall yield him, where with me
All my redeem’d may dwell in joy and blifs,
Made one with me as I with thee am one.

To whom the Father, without Cloud, ferene, 45
All thy requeft for Man, acceptedSon,
Obtain, all thy requeft was my Decree:
But longer in that Paradife to dwell,
The Law I gave to Nature him forbids :
Thofe pure immortal Elements that know 0
No grefs, ne unharmoneous mixture foule,
Eject him tainted now, and purge him off
As a diflemper, grofs to aire as grofs,
And mortal food, as may difpofe him belt
For diffolution wrought by Sin, that firft 5s
Difiemperd all things, and of incorrupt
Corpted. I at firft with two fair gifts
Created him endow’d, with Happinefs
And Immortality: that fondly loft,

35
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This other {erv’dbut to eternize woe; 60

Till 1 provided Death; fo Death mes
His final remedy, and after Life
Try'din fharp tribulat
By Faith and faithful works, to fecoad Life,
wak’d in the renovation of the juft, 6s

Refigns him up with Heav’n and Earth renew’d.
But let us call to Synod all the Bleft

«hale Thro’ Heav’ns wide bounds; from them I will not hide

My judgements , how with Mankind I proceed,
As how with peccant Angels late they faw ; "

Andintheir ftate, tho’ firm, ftood more confirm’d.
hm He ended, and the Son gave fignal high

| bis To the bright Minifter that w ’d; he blew

His Trumpet, heardin Oreb finceperhap
When God defcended, and perlite once more 73

To found. at general Doom, Th’Angelic blaft

: Fill'd all the Regions: from their blifsful Bow’rs
Of Amarantin ’

By the waters ofLife, w

In fellowfhips . of joy: the Sons

ion, and refin'd

de, Fo!

Bafted , reforting to the Summons h
And took their Seats; till from hisThrone fupream

{o 7:110 vieign WilkTh’ Almighty thus pronounc ’d his g
O Sons, like one of us Man is become

To know both Good and Evil, fince his

Of that defended Fruir; butlet him boa

His knowledge of Good loft; and Evi

Happier , had it fufficd him to have l

Good by it felf; and Evil not at all,

afte 3s
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He forrows now, repents , and prays contrite, go
My motions in him, longer than they move,
His heart I know, how variable and vain
Seif-left. Left therefore his now bolder hand
Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat,
And live for ever, dream at leaft to live 95
For ever, to remove him 1 decree,
And fend him from the Garden forth to Till
The Ground whence he was taken, fitter foil.

Michael, this my beheft have thou in charge,
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 1%
Thy choice of flaming Warriors, left the Fiend
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade
Vacant poflefiion fome new trouble raife :
Hafte thee, and from the Paradife of God

NoWithout remorfe drive out the finful Pair, 105 ean
From hallow’d ground th’ unholy, and denounce
To them and to their Progeny from thence
Perpetual banithment . Yet left they faint
At the fad Sentence rigoroufly urg’d, !ForI behold them foften’d and with tears From of

Win

Bewailing their excels, all terror hide.
If patiently thy bidding they obey,
Difmifs them not difconfolate5 reveal
To Adam what fhall come in futare days,
As 1 fhall thee enlighten, intermix 115
My Cov’nant in the woman’s feed renew’d ;
So fend them forth, tho’ forrowing , yet in peace:And on the Eaft fide of the Garden place,
Where entrance up from Eden cafielt climbs;
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PARADISE Lost. Book x1,
Kneel’d and before him humbl’d all my heat, 150

Metheny )it 1 faw him placable and mild,
Bending his eare; perfuafion in me grew
That 1 was heard with vour; peace return’d

to my memory
.,
ey

fives thy Seed fhall bruife our Foe; 145
ot

Mine
in difmay, yet now

e bitternefs of death
ealive. Whence Hail to thee,

y czll’d, Mother of all| nd,
allthings living, fincCe thee 160

all things live for Man,
To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meek,

Ill worthy I fuch title fhould belong
To me tranfgreffor , who for thee ordain’d

help, became thy fnare; to mereproach 165A belongs, diffmft and
ion was mv Judeeaon was my Judge,

That 1 who firft brought eath on all, am grac'd
The {ousce of

lifes next favourable thou,
Who hig! ntirle me vouch{af’f, 170

But the Field
{wear impos’d,

Though after fleeplefs Night: for {ee the Morn,
To labour

neern ’d with our unreft, begins
ng; let us forth, 175

1 never from thy fide henceforthto fray,
Where-¢’erovrdays work Iyes, th10ughnow

cajolingLaborious , till day droop; while here we dweli,
What can be toilfomin thefe pleafant Walks?
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Here let us live, though in fall’n ftate, content . 156
So fpake , fo wifh’d much-humbl’d Eve, bur

Subfcrib ’d not3 Nature fitft gave Signs , impr

08a, 100
ace

On Bird,Beall, Aire, Aire fuddenly eclips ’d
After hort bluth of Morn; nigh in her fight
The Bird of Fove, floop from his acry tour, 185
Two Birds of gayeftplume before him drove:
Down from a Hill the Beaft that reigns in Woods,
Firft hunter then, pur{i’d a gentle brace,
Goodlieft of all the Foreft, Hart and Hinde;
Dire to th’Eaftern Gare was bent their fl

Adam. obferv’d, and with his Eye the chale
Purfuing , not unmov’d to Ewe thus fpake.

© Eve, fome furrher change awaits us nigh,
. Which Heav’n by thefe mute figns in Nature fhe

Forerunners of his purpofe, or to warn 195
Us haply too fecure of our difcharge
From penalty, becaule from death releas’d

Some days; how long, ard what till then our lif

Whoknows, or more than this, that we are
And thither muft return and be no more.
Why elfe this double obje& in our fight
Of flight purfw’d in th’ Aire and o’er the ground
One way the {elf-fame hour? why in the E

Datknefs ¢’er Days m courfe, and Mornin,
Mote orient nyyon Weftern Clouds that draws 2c5
O’er the blewFirmament a radiant. white,
And flow defcends, with fomethingheav’nly fraught ,

He err’d not, for by this the heav’nly Bands
Down from a Sky of jaflper lighted now
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In Paradife, and on a Hill made alt, 210 J
A glorious Apparition , had not doubt
And carnal fear thar day dimm’d Adam’s eye.
Nor that more glorious, when the Angels met
<r cob in Mabanaim, (where he {aw

The field Pavilion ’d with his Guardiansbright
Nor that which on the flaming Mount appear’d
In Dothan, cover’d with a Camp of Fire,

0fleflion of the Garden; he alone
‘To find where Adam fhelter ’d, took his w
Not unperceiv’d of Adam, who to Eve,
Whilethe great V.

Eve, now expe great ti
ant approach’d, thus fpake. 224

gs, which perh
Of us will {oon determine , or impofe
New Laws to be obferv’d; for I de
From yonder Blazing Cloud
One of the heav'nly H

Or of the Thrones above, {uch Ma
Invefts him coming; yet not terrible ,
That 1 fhould fear, nor fociably mild,
As Raphael, that 1 fhould much confide, 233

t folemin and {ublime, whom not t’offend ,

< i reverence 1 muft meet, and thou retire.

fo
n

po
ny

e ended; and tl’ Arch-Angel foon drew nig
t ia his fhape Celeftial , but as Man
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: Clad to meet Man; over his lucid Arms 240
A military Veft of purple flow’d

Livelier than Melibaan, or the grain
Of Serra, worn by Kings and Heroes old
In time of tries Iris had dipt the wooff;
His ftarryHeln

i fhew’d him prime 24%

In Manhood where Youth ended; by his fide14<

Asina g odiac hung the Sword,
Satan’s dire dread, and in his hand the Spear ,
Adam bow’d low, he Kingly from his State

Inclin ’d not, but his coming thus declar’d. 250
Adam, Heav’ns high beheft no Preface needs:

Sufficient that thy Prayers are heard, and Death,
Then dueby fentence when thou didft tranfgrefs ,
Defeated of his ure many days 254
Giv'n thee of Grace, wherein thou mayft repent,
And one bad A& withmany Deeds well done
Mayft cove r: well may then thy Lord appeas’d
Redeem thee quite from pestiss rapacious claim;
But longer in this Paradife to dwell

Permits not; to remove thee I am come, 2

And fend thee from the Garden forth to till
The ground whence thou waft tak’n, fitter Soil.

He added mot, for Adam at the news
Heart-firuck with chilling gripe of forrow ood,
That all his {enfes bound; Eve, who unfeen 265
Yet all had heard, with audible lament
Difcover 'd foon the place of her retire,

O unexpeéted ft e, worle than of Death!
Mult I thus leave thee, Paradife: thus leave
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Thee, Native Soile, thefe happy Walks and Shades.
Fit haunt of Gods? where 1 had hope to fpend,
Quiet, though fad, the refpit of that day
That muft be moral to us both. O flow’ss,
That never will in other Climate grow,
My ealy vifitarion,and mylat 27%
At Ev’n, which I bred up with tender hand
From the fitft op’ning bud, and gave you Names,
Who now fhall rear you to the Sun, or rank
Your Tribes, and water from th’ ambrofial Fount?
Thee laftly, nuptial Eowre, by me adorn’d 280
with what to fight or {mell was {weet; from thee
How fhall I part,and whither wander down
nto a lower World, to this obfcure

And wild, how fhall we breathe in other Aire
{s pure, accuftom ’d to immortal Fruits? 235a. thus the Angel intermpted mild.

Lament not, Eve, but patiently refign
What juftly thou halt loft; nor fer thy heart,
Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine; ;
Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes 296
Thy Husband, him to follow thou art bound ;
Where he abides, think there thy native foil.

Adam by this from the cold fudden dam
Recovering , and his fcatter’d fpirits return’d,
To Michael thus his humble words addrefS ’d. 205

Celeftial , whether among the Thrones , or nam’d
Of them the Higheft, for fach of fhape may feem
Prince above Princes, gently haft thou told
Thy Meffage, whichmight elfe in telling wound,
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And in performing end us; whatit befides 300
Of forrow and dejection and defpair
Qur frailty can {uftain, thy tidin

ings
brine

Departure from this ha

Reethand only toalolnion left

ablolute
s than breath

hs it forth:
Therefore to his g

This moft 2
nit.

As from his
Ee His blefled frequent ,

e he vouchfaf ’d

w I Q
e

{e Pines his voice
at this Fountain tall’d:

So many g
Of graflic Turfe, and pile up every Ston
Of Iufire from the brook, in memory, 325

MEE Or monument to Ages, and thereon
uA Offer id mellingGums and Fruits and Flow'ss:

In yonder nether Woild where fhall I feek
His brightappearances, or foot-ftep trace?
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For though I fled him angry, yet recall ’d 330

To life prolong ’d and promis ’d Race, I now

Gladly behold
Of glory, and far off his fteps adore.

To whom thus Micha

Ao, thou know’ft Heav’n his, and all the Earth.
Not this Rock only; his Omniprefence filoh Sea, and Aire, and every kind that lives,

hough but his utmoft skirts

arn’d:
and rule,

n

Perhaps thy Capital Seat whence had {pread
All generations , and had thither come
From all the ends of th’ Earth, to celebrate
And reverence thee their great Progenitor .
Bue this pre-eminence thou haft loft, broughtdown
To dwell on ev

w =

ground now with thy Sons
Yet doubt not but in V lley and in plain

alike 350
ny a fign

God is as here, and will be found
Piefent, and of his prefence ma
Stiil following thee, fill compaffing thee round
With goodnels and paternal Love, his Face
Exprels, and ofhis fleps the track Divine.P PWhichthat thon mayf believe, and be confirm’d 355

Eert
To fhew thee what fhall come in future days

ou from hence depart, kaow I 2m fent

ring ; good with badTo thee and to thy fp
Expe(t to hear, fupernal Grace contending

With



Bookxi. PARADISE fo
nd

Lk O
o

19 w
d

With finfu
True patience , and to temper joy
And pious forrow, equally enur'd
By moderation either ft to bear,
Profperous or ad fo
Safeft thy life, and beft p 3165
Thy mortal paflage when i

This Hill; let EvePe Thave

awning to overcome
reft fromlabour won,

So both afcend
od: It was ai w

e Tempter fet
Our fecond Adam in the Wildernefs ,
To thew

him:
His Eyem

(ingdoms and their Glory.
ere command whatever ftoed 333

City of old or modern F

Of mightieft Em
me, the Seat

n the deftin’d Walls
aian CanOf Cambaln, feat of¢

And Samarchandby Oxus, Temirs Throne,
Q
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To Paquin of Singan Kings,and thence 390
To Agra and Lakor of great Mogul
Down to the golden cherfonefe, or where
‘The Perfian in Ecbatan {ate, or fince
in Hifpaban, ox where the Ruffian Kfar
In Mofco, or the Sultan in Bizance , 395
Turcheftan-born5 nox could his eye, not ken
Th’ Empire of Negss to his utmoft Port
Ercoco and the lefs Maritim Kings
Mombaza, and Quiles, and Melind,
And Sofala thought Ophir, to the Realm 400
Of Congo, and Angola fartheft South;
Or thence from Niger Flood to Atlas Mount
The Kingdoms of Almanfor , Fez. and Sus,
Morocco and Algiers, and Tremifen;
On Ezrope thence, and where Rome was to {way 405
The World: in Spirit perhaps he alfo faw
Rich Mexico the feat of Montezume,
And Cefie in Pers, the richer fear
Of Atabalipa , and yet unfpoil ’d
Guiana, whofe great City Geryons Sons 418CallEl Dorado: but to nobler fight
Michael from Adam’s eyes the Filme remoy’d
Which that faifeFruit thatpromis’d clearer fight
Had bred; then purg’d with Euphrafie and Rue
The vifual Nerve,for he had much to fee; 415

nd from the Well of Life three drops inftill ’d.
So deep thepower of thefe Ingredients pierc’d,
Even to thelnmoft {eat of mental fight ,harThat Adam now enforc’d to clofe his eyes,
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Sunk dows andallhis Spirits became intranc ’d: 420
But him the ge le Angel by the hand
Soon rais’d, and his attention thus recall’d.

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and fir behold
Th’ effets which thy eriginal crime hath wrought
In feme to {pring from thee, who never touch’d 425
Th’ excepted Tree, nor with the Snake confpir ’d,
Nor finn’d thy fin, yet from that derive
Corruption to bring forth more violent deeds.

His eyes he open’d, and beheld a field,
Part arable and rilth, whereon were Sheaves
New reapt, the other part fheep -walks andfou
Ith’ midft an Altar as the Land-mark food
Ruftic, and grafiie ford; thither anon
A fweaty Reaper from his Tillage brought

* Fitft Fruits, the green Ear, and the yellow Sheaf,
VAY" Uncull’d, as came to hand ; a

Shepherd
next

More meek came with the Fi
Choiceft and bef; then fac
The Inwards and their Far,

+ °
a

{ On the cleft Wood, and all due B
His Off'ring foon propitious FiP
Confum’d with nimble glance, and grateful fieam;
The others not, for his was not fincere :

i Whereat he inly rag’d, and as t}

{ Smote him into the Midriff
24) Thar beat out lifes he f

Groan’d out; hi

Much ar ths
Difmay’d, 2



i340 PARADISE
|Toy Book x1.

his Brother's Offerit

mHeav’n acceptance ; but the bl

-
O

g

willbe aveng’ d, andthothers faith

Lofe no reward,
thea sgh here thou fee him die,

e. To which our Sire. 460Roliing in duft and
las, both for the deed and for the ca

But have I now {gen Death? Is this the way i
1 muft return to nave duft: O fight
Of tetor, foul and ugly to

pitsherhe to feel! 465

To whom thus Michael.i thou haft {een

In his firft fhape on man; but many fhapes

Of Death, andmany are the ways that lead

; yer to fenfe

Horrid to think , how hoziib

To his grim Cavs, all di
470

|

fhall die,
¢ than wit.More terrible at then

Some, as thou fowl.b

By Fite, Flood, Far

In Meats and D1is

Difeafes dire, of whi

Before thee fhall appear; that thou may ft know 475]

What mifery th
} : X

shall bring on men. Immed

§ Before his eyes appear’d, fad, noy{

A Lazar-houfe it feem’d, wherein

ew p
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Of gaftly Spafm, or racking tout

Of heart-fick Agony, all feave
Convuliions, Epilep

Ineeftin.Stoneand in
And

§
Maou fies madnefs,

Marafmus, and wide-wafting
Dropfies, and Afthma’s, and Joincecaehis
Dire was the toffing, deep thegroans, d

Tended the fick bufieft from Couch toCou
And over them triumphant Death his Dart
Shook, but delay’d to firike, though oft invok’d
With vows, as their chief good, a: )

Sight fo deform what heart of Rock could long
Diy-ey’d behold? .4dam could not, bt

Though not of Woman born; comps
His bet of Man,andgave him up to tears
A fpace, till firmer thoughts ref

affion quell

Andf{carce recovering words
0 miferable Mankind,

Degraded , to what wretchedwi xe
Better end here unborn. Why is life
To be thus wrefted from us? rather why
Obtruded onus thus? who if we knew
What we receive, would either not accept 508
Life offer’d, or foon beg to lay it down,
Glad to be fo difmift in peace. Can
Th’ Image of God in man created once
$0 goodly and cred, tei faulty fince,

3
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To fuch
h Shans {ufferings be debas’d

ins > Whyfhould not Man,

his Maker
ir Maker 's Image, anfwer’.as hen

them, when themi vidi’d
To f{erve ungovern’d appet and took
His Image whom they ferv’d, a brutifh vice,
Induétive mainly to the fin of Eve.
Therefore {fo abje& is their punitfhment, $20
Disfiguring not God’s likenefs, but their own,
Or if his likenels , by themfelves defac’d
While they pervert pure Natures healthful rules

Toloathfome ficknefs, worrhily , fince they
God’s Image did not reverence in themfelves. 25 i

1 yield it juft, {aid Adam, and {ubmit.
But is there yet no other way, befides
Thefe painful paffages, how we may come
To Death, and mix with our connatural duft

There is, {aid Michael, if thou well obferve s30
The mle of not too much, by temperance taught
In what thou eat’ft and dripk ’fl, feeking from thence
Due Nourithment, no gluttonous delight ,
Till many years over thy head return:
So mayft thou live, tilllike ripe Fruit thoudrop 535
Into thy Mother’s lap, or be with eale
Gather’d, not harthly pluck’d, for Death mature:
This is old Age; but then thou muft outlive
Thy youth, thy firength, thy beauty, which will change



witherd, weak a

Which 1 muft keep till r
Of rendring
My diffolurion.

up, and patie

cath Nor love thy Life, nor hate; but © 1 live2
Live well, how long or fhort
And now prepare thee forar

He look’d and faw a {pacious Plain, whereonJ >
Were Tents of various hue; by fome were herds
Of Cattle grazing; others, whence the found
Of Infiruments thar made melodious chime
Was heard, of Harp and Organ; and who mov 'd

4
560

Their fteps‘and chords was fee
fms Inflin through all proportions low and

Fled and purfu’d tranfverfe the refonant fu
In other part ftood one who ar the Forge
Labouring, two maffie clods of Iron a

ad wafted Wo
melted (whether found where cau

Down to theveinsof Ear
To fome Cas
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From underground) the liquid Ore he drein’d 70

o fit moulds prepar’d; from which he form’d

Firft his own Tools; then, what might ¢lfe be wrought
or grav’m i3 metal. After thefe,

er fide a different fort
i

wing Hill,which was their Seat,
ended: by their guife 576igand all their fludy bent

aright, and know his works
Not hid, nor thofe things lat which might preferve

1 Peace to men: they onthe Plain sso

fair Women, richly gay
wanton drefs ; to the harp they {ung

Soft amorous Ditties, and in dance came on:
* grave, ey’d them, and let their eyes §85

till in the amorous Net

3 ik'd, and each his liking chofe;
And now of Love they treat till th’EveningStar

Haibinger appear ’d; then all in heat
t the Nuptial Torch, and bid invoke sge

I age Rites invok’d:

appy interview and f

ove and youth not loft, Songs, Garlands, Flow’ss,
And charming Symphonies attach’dthe heart 595
Of Adam, {oon inclin’d t’admit delight,
Thebent of Nature; which he thus expreft.

True opener ef mine eyes, prime Angel-bleft,
better feems this Vifion, and more hope

ot walk’d, when from the Tents behold
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Of peaceful days portends, than thofe two pall; 6co
Thofe were of hate and death, or pain muchwore,
Here Nature {eems fulfill’d in all her ends.

To whom thus Michael. Judge not what is bet
By pleafure, though to Nature feeming meet,
Created, as thou art; to nobler end os
Holy andpure, conformity divin
Thofe Tents thou {aw’ftfo pleafant, were the Tents
Of wickednefs, wherein fhall dwell his Race

IsVom Who flew his Brother; fludious they appear
Of Arts that polifh Life, Inventers rare, €10
Unmindful of theix Makes, though his Spirit
Taught them, but they his
Yet they a beauteous Of
For that fair Female Troop
OfGoddefles, fo blithe, fo (mooth, {
Yet empty of all a wherein confift:
Woman ’s domeftick |

1ts acknowledg ’d none.

gay; 61s

Bred only and comple
Of luftful appetence,to

, and roll the Eye,
Men, whofe lives 621

ons of God,

G25
erlong to {wim at large) a

e world €erl

© pity andfhame, that they who to live well

A
Pe

3
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Enter’d {o fair, thould turn afide to tread 630
Paths indire&, or in the mid way faint!
But fill I {ee the tenour of Man's woe

1olds onthe fame, from Woman to begin.
From Man’s effeminate flacknefsit begins,

Said th’Angel, who fhould better held his place 635
By wifdom, and fuperior gifts receiv’d.
But now prepare thee for anether Scene.

He look’d and faw wide Territory fpread
Before him, Towns, and Rural works between,
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Tow’rs, 64s
Concourfe in Arms, fierce Faces threatning War,
Giants of mighty Bone, and bold emprife ;
Part weild their Arms, part curb the foaming Steed ,
Single or in Array of Battle rang’d
Both Hotfe and Foot, nor idlely muftring ftood;
One way a Band fele& from forage drives 645
A Herd of Beeves , fair Oxen and fair Kine
From a fat Meadow ground; or fleecy Flock,
Ewes and their bleating Lambs over the Plain
Their Booty; fcarce with Life the Shepherds fly,
Bat call in aid; which makes a bloody Fray; 6s:
With cruel Tournament the Squadrons join;
Where Cattle paflurd late, now fcatterd Iyes
With Carcaffes and Arms th’ enfanguin’d Field
Deferted: Others to a City ftrong 65s
Lay Siege , encamp’d; by Battery , Scale, and Mine,
Aflavlting; others from the wall defend
With Dart and Jav’lin, Stones and {ulph’reus Fire;
On each hand flaughter and gigantic deeds.
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In ether past the feepter’d Heralds call 660
To Council in the City Gates : anon
Grey-headed men and grave, with Warriors mix’d,
Affemble, and Harangues are heard, but foon
In faGtious oppofition , till at latt
Of middle Age one rifing, eminent 66s
In wife deport, fpake much of Right and wrong,
Of Juftice, of Religion , Truth and Peace,
AndJudgement from above: him old and young
Exploded and had feiz’d with violent hands,
Hadnota Cloud defcendingfnatch’d him thence 670
Unfeen amid the throng; fo violence
Proceeded, and Oppreflion , and Sword-Law

Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found.
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide
Lamenting turn’d full fad; O what are thefe, 675
Death ’s Minifters, not Men, who thus deal Death
Inhumanly: to men, and multiply
Ten thoufandfold the fin of him who flew

His Brother : for of whom fuch mafficre
Make they but of theixBrethren, men of men? 4g
But who was that Juft Man, whom had notHeav’n
Refcwd , had in his Righteoufnefs been loft?

mlTo whom thus Michael. Thele are the product
Of thofe ill mated marriages thou faw’ft:
Where good with bad were match ’d,whoofthemfelves
Abhor to joyn: and by imprudence mix’d, 686

Produce prodigious Birth of Bedy or Mind.
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find Valour and Heroic Virtue call’d; 69%

To overcome in Battel, and fubdue
Nations , and bring home fpoils with infinite
Man-flaughter, fhall be held the higheft pitch
Of human Glory, and for Glory done
Of triumph , to be fiyl’d great Conquerors , 695
Patrons of Mankind, Gods, and Sons of Gods,
Deftroyers rightlier call’d and Plagues of men.
Thus Fame fhall be atchiev ’d, renown on Earth,
And what moft merits fame in filence hid.
But he'the feventh from thee, whom thou beheldft
The only righteous in a World perverfe, 701
And therefore hated, therefore fo befet
With Foes for daring fingle to be juft,

And utter odious Truth, that God would come
To judge them with his Saints: Him the moft High
Rapt in a balmy Cloud with winged Steeds 706
Did, as thou fawft, receive, to walk with God
High in Salvation and the Climes of blifs,
Exempt from Death; to fhew thee whar reward
Awaits the good, the reft what punihiment? 710
Which now dire&t thine eyes and {oon behold.

He look’d,and {aw the face of things quite chang’d,
The brazen Throat of War had ceas’d to roar,
All now was turn’d to jollity and game,
To luxury and riot, feaft and dance,
Marrying or proftituting, as befel
Ri or Adultery, where paffing fair

All d them; thence from Cups to civil Broils,
Atlength a ReverendSire among them came,
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And of their doings great diflike declar’d, 720
And teftify’d againft their ways; he oft
Frequented their Aflemblies , wherefo met,
Triumphs or Feftivals, and to them preach ’d
Converfion aad Repentance, as to Souls

In Prifon under Judgements imminent: 725
But all in vain: which when he faw, he ceas’d

Contending, and remov’d his Tents far off ;

Then from the Mountain hewing Timber tall,
fel of huge bulk, 729

and breadth , and heighth,
h, and in the fide a door

Began to build a Ve

Meafur’d by Cubir; le

Smear'd round with P

Contriv’d, and of provifions laid in large
For Man and Beaft : when lo a wonder ftrange!

f every Beaft , and Bird, and Infeét {mall 734
Came fevens, and pais, and enter’d in, as taugl

Their order: laft the Sire, and his three Sons

With their four Wives; and God made faft the door,
Mean while the Southwind rofe, and with black wings
Wide hovering, all the Clouds together drove

{upply 7401 «1331From under Heav’n; the Hills

Vapour, and Exhalation dusk and moift,
Sent up amain; andnow the thicl
Like a dark Ceiling ftood; down

[mpetuous, and co icinw’d till
No more was {een;
Vplifted ; and f{ecure witl
Rode tilting o’ex the Waves , all dwellings elfe

Flood overwhelm’d, and them with all their pomp

ed prow
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Deep under water roll’d; Sea cover’d Sea;
Sea without fhoar; and in their Palaces 750
Where luxury late reign’d, Sea-monfters whelp’d
And ftabP’d; of Mankind, fo numerous late,
All left, in one {mall bottom {fwum imbark’d,
How didft thou grieve then, Adam, to behold
The end of all thy Off-fpring , end fo fad, 755
Depopulation; thee another Flood,
Of tears and forrow a Flood thee alfo drown’d,
And funk thee as thy Sons; till gently reard
By th’ Angel, ¢n thy feet thou ftoodft at laff,
Tho’ comfortlefs , as when a Father mourns 7¢e
His Children ; 4ll in view deftroy ’d at once;
And farce to th’Angel utter dft thus thy plaint,

O Vifions ill forefeen ! better hadI
Liv’d ignorant of future, fo had born
My part of evil only, each days lot 765
Enough to bear; thofe now, that were difpentt
The burd’n of many Ages, on me light
At once, by my foreknowledge gaini ng Birth
Abortive , to torment me ¢er their being,With thought that they muftbe. Let no man feek
Henceforth to be foretold what fhall befal] or his Children , evil he may be fure,
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent,1 he thefuture evil fall no lefs
In ap eafion than in fubftance feelSri :to bear: but that care now is p
Man is not whom to warn: thofe few
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Famin and anguifh will ar laf confume
Wandring that watry Defert: I had hope
When violence was ceas’d, and War on Earth, 7380
All would have then gone well, peace would have
With length of happy days the race ofman; [crown’d

But I was far deceiv’d; fornow 1fee
Peace to corrupt no lefs than War to wafte.
How comes it thus? unfould , Celeftial Guide, 78s
And whether here the Race of man will end.
To whom thus Michael.Thole whom laftthou {awit
In Triumph and luxurious wealth , are they
Firft feen in alts of prowe(s eminent
And great exploits, but of true virtue void; 700
Who having {pilt much blood, and done much wafte

SubduingNations , and atchiev ’d thereby
Fame in the World, high titles, and rich prey,
Shall change their courfe to pleafure, eafe, and floth,
Surfeit, and luft, till wantonnefs andpride 795
Raife out of friendfhip hoftile deedsin Peace.
The conquer’d alfo, and enflav’d by War

all with their freedom loft all virtue lofe
nd fear of God, from whom their ot ’d

In fharp conte} of Battel found no aid 800

Againft invaders; therefore cool’d in zeal
Thenceforth fhall pra&ife how to live fecure,
Worli or diffolute , on what their Lords
Shall leave them to enjoy; for th’ Earth fhall bear

Moe
€ 3an enough, that temperance may be try’d:

soall fall turn degenerate , all deprav’d, 806
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Juftice and Temperance , Truth and Faith forgot;
One Man except, the only Son of light
In a dark Age, againft example good,
Againft allurement, cuftom, and a World 81e
Offended; fearlefsof reproach and fcorn,
Or violence, he of their wicked ways
Shall them admonith , and before them fet
The paths of righteoufne (s, how much more fafe,
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come 215
On their impenitence ; and fhall return
Of them derided, but of God oblerv’d
The one juft Man alive; by his command
Shall build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheld &,
To fave himfelf and houthold from amidft 820
A World devote to upiverfal rack.
No f{ooner he with them of Man and Beaft
Sele for life hall in the Ark be lodg’d,
And fhelter’d round, -but all the Catara&s
Of Heav’n fet open on the Earth fhall pour 825
tain day and night , all fountains of the Deep

Broke up, hall heave the Ocean to ufurp
Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife
Above the higheft Hills: then shall this Mount
Of Paradife by might of Waves be mov’d 830
Out of his place, pufh’d by the horned flood,
With all his verd: I'd, and Trees adrift
Down the great River to the op’ning Gulf,
And there take root an Ifland {alt and bare, = 834 hod Gi ¢
The hauntof Scales and Orcs, and Sea-mews clang,
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A dewy Cloud, and in the Cloud 2 Bow
Confpicuous with three lifted colours gay,
Betok’ning peace from God, and Cov’nant new,
Whereat the heart of Adam erft fo (ad

y rejoyc’d, and thus his joy broke forth,
thou who future things canft reprefent g70As prefent , Heav ’nly inftruos, 1 revive

At this laft fight, affurd that Man
With all the Creatures , and their

865

OoLo

thall live
feed preferve,Far lefs 1 now lament for one wh

Of wicked Sons deftroy’d, than 1 rejoyce 8;For one Man found fo perfe@ and fo juft,That God vouchfafes to rife another World
From him, and all his anger to forget.But fay, what mean thofe colour’d freaks in Heav'n,Diftended as the Brow of God appeas’d,Or ferve they as 2 flowry verge to bind
The fluid skirts of that fame watry Cloud,Left it again diffolve and how's the Earth?

To whom th’Archangel . Dextroufly thon aim’;
So willingly doth God remit his Ire,
Though late repenting him of Man deprav’d,
Griev’d at his heart, when looking down he fawThe whole Earth filPd with violence, and ail flefh

Cortupting each their way; yer thofe remov ’d, hdSuch grace fhall one juft Man find in his fight, ssoThat he relents, nor to blor out mankind ,
And makes 2 Covenant never to deftroyThe Earth again by flocd, nor let the Sea

80

83;
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Surpafs his bounds, nor Rain to drown the World
With Man therein or Beaft; but when he brings 295
over the Earth a Cloud, will therein fet
His triple-colour’d Bow, whercon to look
And call to mind his Cov’nant: Day and Night ,
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