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Paradife Loft.

BOOK XI

The ARGUMENT.
The Son of God prefents to his Father the

Prayers of onr firft Parents now re-
penting, ‘and intercedes for them: God
accepts them, but declares thas they muft
7o donger abide in Paradife; Jends Mi-
chael wizh a Band of Cherubim #o aif-
Poflefs them 5 but firft to reveal to A-
dam futare things : Michael’s coming
down. Adam  fhews to Eve certain
- ominons figns; he difcerns Michael’s
appreach, goes out to meet him : the
Angel denonnces their departure. Eve's
Lamentation, Adam pleads, but [ub-

wmits » The Angel leads him up to a

bigh Hill, [e15 before him in vifion what
Jeall bappew till the Fluod,
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THUS they in lowlieft plight repentant ftood
Praying, for from the Mercy- ff at above
Prevenient Grace defcending had remov’d

The ftony from their hearts, and made new flefh
Regenerate grow inftead, that {ighs now breath’d 5

Lu’t rable, which the Spirit of prayer

and wing’d for Heav’n with fpeedier flight

han loudeft Oratory : yet their port

Not of mean fuitors, nor important lefs

n'd their Petition, than when th’ancient Pair 1e
In Fables old, lefs ancient yet than thefe,

Den

calion and chafte Pyrrha to reftore
The Race of Mankind drown’d, before the Shrine
Of Themis ftood devout. To Heav’n their pray’rs

Flew up, nor mifs

d the way, by envious winds 1s

Blown vagabond or fruftrate : in they pafs'd

Dimentionlefs thro’ Heav’nly dotes; then clad

With incen{e, where the (;:,‘:.' n Altar fum’d,

its on Earth are {prung
Man, thefe Sighs

1 th:s Golden Cenfer, mixt
icft before thee bring,

‘); {avour from thy 1c:d

25

f more p

Sown with contrition in his heart, than thofe

Which his own hand manurin

all the Trees
Of Paradife could have produc’d, ’er fall'n
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From innocence. Now therefore bend thine ear 30
To fupplication, hear his fighs theugh mute;
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me
Interpret for him, me his Advocate
And propitiation, all his works on me
Good or not. good ingraft, my Meric thofe
Shall perfeé, and for thefe my Death fhall. pay.
Accept me, and in me from thefe receive
The {mell of peace toward Mankind, let him live
Before thee recoucil’d, at leaft hisdays
Number'd, tho’ fad, till Death, his doom (which £
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe) 41
To better life fhall yield him, where with me
All my redeem’d may dwell in joy and blifs,
Made one with me as I with thee am one.

To whom the Father, without Cloud, ferene. 45
All thy requeft for Man, accepted Son,
Obtain, all thy requeft was my Decree:
But longer in that Paradife to dwell,
The Law I gave to Nature him forbids :
Thofe pure immortal Elements that know
No grofs, no unharmoneous mixture foule,
Ejeét him tainted now, and purge him off
As a diflemper, grofs to aire as grofs,
And mortal food, as may difpofe him bet
For diffolution wrought by Sin, that firfk
Diftemper’d all things, and of incorrupt
Corrupred. T at firk with two fair gifts
Created him endow’d, with Happinefs
And Immortality : that fondly Ioft,

35
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. 327
This other ferv’d but to eternize woe; 6¢
Till 1 provided Death; fo Death becomes
His final remedy, and after Life
Try'd in fharp tribu and refin'd
By Faith and.faithful works, to fecoad Life,
wak’d in the renovation of the juft, 65

Refigns him up with Heav’n and Earch renew’d.
But let us call to Synod all the Bleft

Thro’ Heav’ns wide bound
My judgements, how v

fromthem I will not hide

1 1 proceed,
As how w?th peccant: An e they faw; 70
And in their ftate, tho’ firm, ft

He e"ded and the Son gave
To the bright Mini h’d,
His Trumpet, heard in Oreb fince perhaps
When God defcended, and perh

00d more confiirm d.

once more 73§
To found at general Doom, Th’Angelic blaft
Fill’'d all the Regions:
Of Amarantin Shade, Fou
By the waters of Life, whe
In fellowthips of joy : the
Bafted, refort

(sful Bow’rs

Th’ Almighty thus pronounc’d his fov’xeig

O Sons, like one of us Man is become
To know both Good and Evil, fince his rafte 85
Of that defended Fruir; but let him boaft
His knowledge of Good loft; and E* 1 got,
Happier, had it fuffic’d him to have knowa
Good by it felf, and Evil not at all
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He forrows now, repents, and prays contrite,

90

My motions in him, longer than they move,

His heart I know, how variable and vain

Scif-left, Left therefore his now bolder hand

Reach alfo of the Tree of Life, and eat,

And live for ever, dream at leaft to live

For ever, to remove him 1 decree,

And fend him from the Garden forth to Till

The Ground whence he was taken, fitter foil.
Michael, this my beheft have thou in charge,

Take to thee from among the Cherubim

Thy choice of flaming Warriors, lef the Fiend

Or in behalf of Man, or to invade

Vacant pofleflion fome new trouble raife :

Hafte thee, and from the Paradife of God

Without remorfe drive out the finful Pair, for

From hallow’d ground th’unholy, and denounce

To them and to their Progeny from thence

Perpetual banithment.  Yet left they faint

95

I1%o

At the fad Sentence rigoroufly urg’d, s
For I behold them foften’d and with tears Tionag =0
Bewailing their exce(s, all terror hide. T
If patiently thy bidding they obey, b
Difmifs them not difconfolate; reveal

To Adam what fhall come in futare days,

As 1 fhall thee enlighten, intermix 115§
My Cov’nant in the woman’s {eed renew’d ;

So fend them forth, tho’ forrowing, yetin peaee:
And on the Eaft fide of the Garden place,
Where eatrance up fiom Eden cafielt climbs;




Book x1.

Cherubic w

Vide wavir
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eel’d and before him humbld all my heast, 150
Methoughe 1 faw him placable and msld,
Bending his eare; perfuafion in me grew

That 1 was heard with favour; peace return’d

nd to my memory

y Seed fhall bruife ourFoe; 155

1 not minded in di n*wy, yet now

nefls of death

[I,e'.il live W"c:*"e Hai
, Mother of all

ings liv

fince by thee 160

gs live for Man,
To whom thus Eve with fad demeanour meek,
1 worthy 1 fuch titl

thould b .AOU"

e

r, who for thee ordain’d

A help, became thy fnare; to me reproach 165
Ratlier L\;OA)Z\ di nd all dif wr;,,;"a

But ir

That T who firft brought Death on all, am grac'd

of life; next favourable thou,

pardon wa ny 1 -
In pardon was my Judge,

le'me vouch
But the Field

fweat impos’d,

{ur ice the Morn, viame

1 never from thy fide henceforth to {rmy,
Where-¢’¢x ommy wozk lyes, though now enjoin’d b
Laborious, till day droop ; while berc we dwell, Tnat, for by
What can be toilfom in thefe pleafant Walks?
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Here let us live, though in fall’n ftate, content. 158
So fpake, fo wifhi’d much-humbl’d Eve,

blcrib’d not ; Nature fitft gav

O:aL‘z:d, Beafl, Aire, Aire {ud
After fhort bly ch in her fight
The Bird of Fove, ftoopt from his acry rour, 18

h of Morn;

me before him drove
Down from a Hill the Beaft that reigns in Woods,

Two Birds of gayeft p

Firft hunter then, pur(’d a gentle brace,
Goodlieft of all the Foreft, Hart and Hinde;
Dire&t to tl
Adgm. obferv’d, and with his Eye the chale
Purfuing, not unmov’d to Eve thus fpake.
© Eve,
Which Heav
Forerunners '\r his Purno(‘s, or to warn 19
Us haply too fecure of our difcharge
Frcm penalty, becaule from death releas’d
ome days; how long, ard what till thenour!

Eaftern Gate was bent their flig

ge awaits us nigh,

n by thefe mute figns in Nature fhe

w !‘0 knows, or more than this, that we ar

And thither muft return and be no more. 200
Why elfe chis double objeé& in our fight
Of flight P.li‘.h(l in th’ Aire and o’er the ground

fame hour? why in the E

D'c‘.:k:lcls e’er Days mid-courfe, and Morning light
More orient in yon Weftern Clouds that draws 2¢5

radiant. wh
:

Andflow defcer ';cig; with fomething h

He err'd. not, for by this the heav’nly Bands
Down from a Sl:.y of jalper lighted now




In Paradife, and on a Hill made alt,

»

glorious Apparition, had not doubt
g

And carnal fear t day dimm’d .44

The field Pavilion’d with his (;'.4“\3,4-1, brig
Nor that which on the flaming Mount
r,mz, cover'd wi Lh a Camp of Fir
who to iv !

cre Adan

I'o find whe

4

Not unperceiv’d of
While the great Vifi

Eve, now expelt

From yonder Blazing
One of the heav’
None of the meaneft,
Or of the Thrones at
Invefts him coming; yet not terrible,
That I fhould fe y mild,

As Raphael, thar 1 fhould much confide,
s

, nor fociabl

t folemin and fublime, whom not t’off

With reverence I muft meet, and thou retire.

Not in his fhape Celeftial, but as Man

332 - ParaDisE Lest. Bookxi

7’S eye.
Nor that more glorious, \vhf’n the Angels met

4 : : =
He ended; and th’Arch-Angel foon drew nigh,
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333
Clad to meet Man; over his lucid Arms 246
A military Veft of purple flow’d
Livelier than Melibaan, or the grain
Of Serra, worn by Kings and Heroes old
In time of truce; he '.\oud';
245
¢ hung the Sword,
atan’s dire dread, and in his hand the
4dam bow’d low, he Kingly from his State
Inclin’d not, but his coming thus declar’d. 25

beh»" no Preface needs:
rs are heard, and Death,
y fentence when xlxou didft tranfg
efeated of his nany d 254
Giv'n thee of Grace, wherein ihou ﬂmyf’: repent,

And one bad A& w

Mayft cover: well may then thy

many Deeds well done

\edeem thee quite from Death’s
)

But longer in this Paradife to dw

Permits not ; to remove thee I am come, 26
And fend thee from the Garden forth tot

1 e "IL‘"I‘Q “

H

ie added n

rt-ftruck with ch

all his fenfes bo
Yet all had heard, with audible
Difcover'd foon the place of her retire.

Ou
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Thee, Native Soile, thefe happy Walks and Shades.
Fit haunt of Gods? where 1 had hope to fpend,
Quiet, though fad, the refpit of that day

That muft be moital to us both. O flow’ss,
That never will in other Climate grow,

My ealy vifitarion, and my laft 275
At Ev’n, which I bred up with tender hand

From the firft op’ning bud, and gave you Narnes,
Who now fhall rear you to the Sun, or rank
Your Tribes, and water from th” ambrofial Fount?
Thee laftly, nuptial Bowre, by me adorn’d 280
with what to fight or (mell was {weet; from thee
How fhall I part, and whither wander down
nto a lower W orld to this obfcute

And wild, how fhall we breathe in other Aire
Lefs pure, accuftom’d to immortal Fruits?
Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild.

Lament n

Y
20
~

» Eve, bur patiently refi gs

What juftly thou haft loft; nor ;c\th» heart,

Thus over-fond, on that which is not thine; i

Thy going is not lonely, with thee goes 296

Thy Husband, him to follow thou art bound ;

Where he abides, think there thy native {oil.
Adam by this from the cold fudden damp

Recovering, and his fcatter’d {pirits return’d,

To Michael thus his humble words addrefs'd. 205
Celeftial, whether among the Thrones, or nam’d

Of them the Higheft, for fuch of fhape may feem

Prince above Princes, gently haft thou told

Thy Meflage, which might elfe in telling wound,




224
23/
And in performing end us; what 300
Of forrow and deje&ion and def
Our frailty can {uft thy tidi
Departure from
30§

mnit I 4Dl te Decree

e up every Stone

D
i
yrook, in mcmory, 32

it to Ages, and thereon
Offer fweet {melling Gums and Fruits and Flow'ss:

| 1In yonder nether World where fhall I feek

right 2 appearances, or foot- L;CP trace?
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For though 1 fled him ¢

[ Hed vy

To life prolong’d and
Gladly behold thou
Of glory, and far off his fteps ador

prom.. (

h but his utmoft skirts

To whom thus Michael wit

Adam, thou kaow'ft E.‘

Not this Rock only;

e not then 240

¢ bounds confin’d

th, to celebrate

rom all the endsof th’

at Progenitor.
loft, brot

To dwell on even ground now with thy Sons:

And reverence thee [heir g

minence tho t down

Yet doubt not but in V y and in plain

God is as here, and will be found ali

Piefent, and of his prefence many a iij;u

ind

A

g thee, flill comp
1efs and parern:
d of his fleps the rrack Divine. Sie

1 Love, l:; Face

irm’d

Which that thou m:\‘ﬂ&eh e, and be cor

E’er thou from hence depart, kaow [ 2m fent
To fhew thee what ma‘] come in future days
h bad

To thee and to thy €f-{pring ; good wit
Expe(t to hear, fupernal Grace contending

With



f nay atts
{ N (

Of Paradife

reon for different ¢

a
¢

iempier ict

WwWildernefe
wildernels,
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'To Paquin of Singan Kings, and thence 390
To Agra and Lahor of great M

Down to the golden cherfonefe, or where
‘The Perfian in Ecbatan {ate, or fince
in Hifpaban, or where the Ruffian K far

In Mbfco, ot the Sultan in Bizance,

395
Turcheftan-born 5 nor could his eye, not ken
Th’ Empire of Negss to his urmoft Port
Ercoco and the lefs Maritim Kings
Mombaza, and Quilos, and Melind,
And Sofala thought Ophir, to the Realm 400

Of Congo, and Angola fartheft South ;

Or thence from Niger Flood to Atlas Mount

nt

The Kingdoms of Almanfor, Fex. and Sus,

ovocco and Algiers, and Tremifen;
On Ewrope thence, and where Rome was to {way
)

The World: in Spirit perhaps he alfo faw
Rich Mexico the feat of Montezume,

And Cufie in Pern, the richer feat

Of Atabalipa, and yet unfpoil’d

Guiana, whofe

great City Gerpons Sons 410
Call El Dorado : but to nobler figl

s the Filme remoy’d

s’d clearer fight

with Euphrafic and Rue
1¢ had m

Michael from Adam’s
Which that falfe [

Had bred; then pu

The vifual Ne

htofee; 415
nd from the Well of Life three drops inftill’d

So deep the power of thefe Ingredients pierc’d,

Even to thels of mental fight,

Was it , -
aqat Adam now eanforc’d to clofe

imoft {
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Sunk dow:

and all his Spirits b "R
But him the gentle
Soon rais’c thus I'd.

&t behold

now ope

I crime hath wrought

thee, wl 10 never touch’d

425

from that derive
nt deeds.
he open’d, and beheld a field,

and tilth, whereon were Sheaves

1e other part fheep-walks and fou
Pth' midft an Altar as the Land-mark flocd
Ruftic, and grafiie ford ; thither anon

A fweaty Reaper from his Tillage brought
Firft Fruits, the green Ear, and the yellow Sheaf,

Uncull’d, as came to hand ; a Shep!
P

ctd next

of his Flock

More meek came with the F
Choiceft and beft ;
The In

On the cleft Wood, and

ds and their Far, wit

142
His Off'ring foon propit
Confum’d with nimble
¢ The other:
d,
{ Smote him into the Mic h 4
pale
Cl
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fome

/k hath befall’n 450

rother’s Offerin

f rertor, foul and ugly to behold,

Horrid to ¢ xin'ﬁ:7 how hozrible to feel!
To whom thus M chael, Death th

In his firft fhape on ma

In Meats and ‘u
Difeafes dire, of
Before thee fhall
What mifery th’

1 bring on men

Before his eyes appear’

u-houfe it feen




Number

Of gaftly Sg
OA lltn A;, <
Convullions,
Int Lux Stone

And Moon-ftruck
M\uaimqs, and wide-wa

ies, and Afthma’s, and Joint-r

J

Dite was the toffi

» deep the g ,_\.c-.ms

o

Tended the fick bufieft hom Couch to Couch; 490

And over them triumphant De

th his

Shook, but delay’d to ftrike, thou
With vows, as their chief good,

Sight fo deform what heart of Ro
Diy-ey’d behold? Adam cor
Though not of Woman
His beft of Man, and gave him up to teats

1id not, b

13 compe

A fpace, till firmer thov
And fc

O m
Degraded, to what wreétched :"u‘.:»: x€

overing words his

M cun(nhd

Betcer end here unborn. Why is li

To be thus wrefted from us ? racher
\

Obtruded onus ¢ who if we knew

What we receive, would either not accept 505

Life offer’d, or foon beg to lay it down,
Glad to be fo difmift in peace. Can ti
Th’ Image of God in man created once
S0 goodly and ered, thoclf,h faulty finca,

3

is




ormities be free,

¢ fake exempt ?

erd A sely then ¢13

Forfook them, when themfelves they vilit'd

To f{erve ungovern’d a and took Jaefoma ! f

His Image whom t.iev Ir:n d, a brutifh vice, e

mf‘.‘.cf.vg 'nm'l'j to the fin ok

not Q d’s h«cum but (hcu own,
Or if his likene(s, by themfelves defac’d
While they pervert pure Natures healthful rules

To loathfome ficknefs, worthily, fince they

God’s Image did not reverence in themfelves. §25
1 yield it juft, {aid Adam, and {ubmit.

But is there yet no other way, befides

Thefe painful paflages, how we may come

To Death, and mix with our connatural duft
There is, faid Mickael, if thou well obferve 36

The mle of not toomuch, by temperance taught
Inwhat thou eat’ft and dripk’fl, fecking from thence
Due Nourifhment, no gluttonous delight,
Till many years over thy head retur
Somayft thou live, till like ripe Fruic xhoudtop 53

Into thy Mother’s lap, or be with eafe :

Gather’d, not harily pluck’d, for Death mature;
This is old Age; but then thon muft outlive
Thy youth, thy {trength, thy beauty,which will change




y difiolurion. A
S

look’d and faw a {pacious Plain, wl

Were Tents of various hue ; by fome were herds

Of Cattle g

Their ftepsand ch

ohiall
gh all

Inftin&t throu

and purfu’d tranf

In other part ftood one who ar
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¥rom underground) the liquid Ore he drein’d 570
Into fit moulds prepard; from which he form’d

1, what might elfe be wronght
After thefe,
a different fort
-ighbouring Hill,which was theirSeat,
in defcended: by their guife 576
feem’d, and all their ftudy bent
t, and know his works

1aft which might preferve
to men: they onthe Plain s8o
2d, when from the Tents behold
A Beavy of fair Women, richly gay

s and wanton drefs ; to the harp they fung

Ditties, and in dance came on:
ve,ey’d them, and let their eyes 585
til] in the amorous Net

d, and each his liking chofe;
they treat till th’Evening Star
vingex appeard; then all in heat

t the Nuptial Torch, and bid invoke 590
irft to mar

Mufick all the Tents refound.

N

'—g& Rites invok’d :

ana
h happy interview and fair event

f Tove and youth not loft, Songs, Garlands, Flow’rs,
g Symphonies attach’d the heart 595
Of Adam, {oon inclin’d t’admit delight,

And charming

Thebent of Nature ; which he thus expreft.
True <,\va:zx&‘r of mine eyes, p:ime An"e'-blcﬂ
eems this Vifion, and more hope
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Of peaceful d:

o
Thofe were of hatean WO
Here Natute {eems fulfill’d in all h
5

To whom thus Mich

ire, though to N

reated, as thou art; to no

conformit

Of wickedn

{mooth, {0 g

wherein confifts




R
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E

nter’d {o fair, thould turn afide to tread 630
Paths indire&, or in the mid way faint!
But ftill I {ee the tenour of Man’'s woe
Holds onthe fame, from Woman to begin.

From Man’s effeminate flacknefsit begins,
Said th’Angel, who fhould better held his place 635
By wifdom, and fuperior gifts receiv’d.
But now prepare thee for anether Scene.

He look’d and faw wide Territory {pread
Before him, Towns, and Rural works between,
Cities of Men with lofty Gates and Tow’rs, 64s
Concourfe in Arms, fierce Faces threatning War,
Giants of mighty Bone, and bold emprife;
Part weild their Arms, part cutb the foaming Steed,
Single or in Array of Battle rang’d
Both Horfe and Foot, nor idlely muftring ftood ;
One way a Band fele& from forage drives 645
A Herd of Beeves, fair Oxen and fair Kine
From a far Meadow ground ; or fleecy Flock,
£wes and their bleating Lambs over the Plain
Their Booty ; fcarce with Life the Shepherds fly,
Bat call in aid; which makes a bloody Fray ; 651
With cruel Tournament the Squadrons join;
Where Cattle paflurd late, now fcatter’d lyes
With Carcafles and Arms th’ enfanguin’d Field
Deferted: Others te a City ftrong 655
Lay Siege, encamp’d ; by Battery, Scale, and Mine,
Affaulting ; others from the wall defend

With Dart and Jav’lin, Stones and {ulph’reus Fire ;

On each hand flaughter and gigantic decds.

jecd
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In other part the fcepter’d Heralds call 660

To Council in the City Gates: anon
Grey-headed men and grave, with Warriors mix’d,
Aflemble, and Harangues are heard, but foon

In faftious oppofition, till at latt

Of middle Age one rifing, eminent 655

In wife deport, fpake much of Right and wrong,

Of Juftice, of Religion, Truth and Peace,

And Judgement from above: him old and young
Exploded and had feiz’d with violent hands,

Had not a Clond defcending fnatch’d him thence 670

Unfeen amid the throng ; fo violence

Proceeded, and Oppreflion, and Sword-Law

Through all the Plain, and refuge none was found,

Adam was all in tears, and to his guide

Lamenting turn’d full fad; O what are thefe, 675

Death’s Minifters, not Men, who thus deal Death

Inkumanly- to men, and multiply

Ten thoufandfold the fin of him who flew

His Brother: for of whom fuch maffzcre

Make they but of their Brethren, men of men? 620

1

To whom thus M
Of thofe ill mated
Where good wi
Abhor to joyn: and
Produce prodigious Birth of Body ox Mind

Such were c}mc G.‘nu, men of high rex
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aAnd Valour and Heroic Virtue call’d; 699
To overcome in Battel, and fubdue

Nations, and bring home fpoils with infinite
Man-flaughter, fhall be held the higheft pitch

Of human Glory, and for Glory done

Of triumph, to be fiyl’d great Conquerors, 695
Patrons of Mankind, Gods, and Sons of Gods,
Deftroyers rightlier call’d and Plagues of men.

1s Fame fhall be atchiev’d, renown on Earth,
And what moft merits fame in filence hid.

it he'the feventh from thee, whom thoubeheldft
The only righteous in 2 World perverfe, 701
And therefore hated, therefore fo befet

With Foes for daring fingle to be juft,

And utter odious Truth, that God would come
To judgethem with hisSaints: Him the moft High
Rapt in a balmy Cloud with winged Steeds 706
Did, as thou fawft, receive, to walk with God
High in Salvation and the Climes of blifs,
Exemipt from Death; to fhew thee what reward
raits the good, the reft what punithment} 710
Which now direé thine eyes and foon behold.

He look’d,and {aw the face of things quite chang’d,
The brazen Throat of War had ceas’d to roar,
All now was turn’d to jollity and game,

To luxury and riot, feaft and dance,
ing or proftiruting, as befel
Rape or Adultery, where paffing fair

3
—t
w

31

Allur'd them; thence from Cups to civil Broils,
At length a Reverend Size among them came,
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And of their doings great “20

And teftify’d

Frequented thei

Triumphs or Eefltivals, and to them preach’d

Converfion and Repentance, as to Souls

In Prifon under Judge ts imminent : 72§
all in vain: which when he faw, he ceas’d

Tents far off ;
Timber tall,
Began build a ulk, 729

to
’d by Cubit;, eadth, and heighth,

Mealurx

the fide a door

and o

proviio

when lo a wonder iira

£ everv
Iy
£ CVery

Infe& {mall 734

Came fevens, and §

Their order: laft the Sire, and his three Sons
With their four Wives;

et

the soutnwing

Mean w!

Wwide hovering, all the Clouds
From under I l
Vapour, and I

Sentup ams

Like a dark

them with all their pomp
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Deep under water roll’d; Sea cover'd Sea;

Sea without fhoar; and in their Palaces 750

Where luxury late reign’d, Sea-monfters whelp’d

And ftabP’d ; of Mankind, fo numerous late,

All left, in one {mall bottom fwum imbark’d.

How didft thou grieve then, Adam, te behold
The end of all thy Off-fpring, end fo fad,

Depopulation ; thee another Flood,

Of tears and forrow a Flood thee alfo drown’d,

And funk thee as thy

755

till gently reard

By th’Angel, ¢n thy feet thou ftoodft at laft,

Tho’ comfortlefs, as when a Father mourns 7€e

His Childten; all in view deftroy’d ar once;

And fcarce to th’Angel urterdft thus thy plaint,
O Vifions ill forefeen ! better had I

Liv’d ignorant of future, fo had born

My part of evil only, each days lot 765§

Enough to bear; thofe now, that were di ifpentt

The burd’n of many Ages, on me light

At once, by my foreknowledge gaining Birth

Abortive, zotu*mex;r me e’er rhs. being,

With thought ¢}

1 he may
;

h neither his foreknowing ca

And he the fut

ure e all no }:[:
In apprehenfion than in fubflance feel
Grievous to bear :

but that Carc 1

15 not wvhom to warn; thofe few
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Famin and anguifh will at 1af con

me

Wandring thﬁt watry Dcl‘er" I had hope

When vialence was ceas’d, and War on Earth, 780
All would have then gone well, peace wo:}‘q have
With length of happy days the race of man; [ctowa’d

But I was far deceiv’d ; fornow Ifee
Peace to corrupt no lefs than War to wafte.
How comes it thus? unfould;, Celeftial Guide, 7¢s

And whet

To whom thus 2

re the Race of man will end.

Thole whom laftthoufawft

In Triumph and lu ous wealth, are they
Firft feen in alts of prowe(s eminent
And great exploits, but of true virtue void; 790

Who having {pilt much blood, and done much wafte

bduing Nations, and atchiev’d thereby
Fame in the World, high titles, and rich prey,

all change their courfe to pleafure, eafe, and floth,

Surfeit, and luft, till wantonnefs and pii 795
Raife out of t‘;icndith hoftile deeds in

onquer’d alfo, and enflav’d by W

with their freedom loft all
And fear of God, from whom their i

1 fharp conte}t of Battel found no aid

{t invaders; therefore cool’d in ze

:or:‘h thall pragtife how to live fecure.

Shall leave thc'm to €njoy;

, that

e than enoug
Soall fhalle

temperance m

i
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Juftice and Temperance, Truth and Faith forgot ;
One Man except, the only Son of light

In a dark Age, againft example good,

Againft allurement, cuftom, and a Werld 810
Offended ; fearlefsof reproach and f{corn,

Or violence, he of their wicked ways

Shall them admonifh, and before them fet

The paths of righteoufne(s, how much more fafe,
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come 215

On theix impenitence ; and fhall return
Of them derxided, but of God oblery’d
The one juft Man alive; by his command
S:“:"‘. build a wondrous Ark, as thou beheld

To fave himfelf and houthold from amidft 820 s
A World devote to univerfal rack. by
No {ooner he with them of Man and Beaft
Seleé for life fhall in the Ark be lodg’d,

d

Of Heav’n {et open on the Earth

And fhelter’d round, -but all

Rain day 3 ight, all fountains of the Deep
Broke up, hall heave the Ocsan to ufurp

Beyond all bounds, till inundation rife

Above the higheft Hills: then fhall this Mount
Of Par:
Out of !

With all his verdu

it of Waves be mov’d 230

i flood,
adrift Odre Jzaf he b
Down the great River
And there take root ar
The hauntof

1

(1
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To teach thee ti to place
No {an&tity, if 1¢ be thither t
By M2n who there juent, or the dw
And now what further {
He look’d { faw 843
Whicl bated, fo
TR S g
Driv’n Dy a keen 1 y

Wirinkl’d the face of

And the clear Sun on

Gaz’d hot, and of the frefh Waye largely d

As after thirdt, made tl fi 12 fhrink

t ds the d ad ftopt
tnc€ neavir S WIL ihut

The Ark no more now flotes, but icems on

Faft on the top of h mountain fixt

And now ¢ a ¢+ o BT n 1, - 1y »

And 1 the tops of Hills as Rocks appear;
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Cloud 2 Bow

1191
three lifted colours gay,
g peace from God, and Cov’nant aew,
reat rLc hcart of ddam erft {o {ad
Greatly rejoye’d, and thus his joy broke forth.
O thou w Lo future rh ngs canft reprefent 350 il
As prefent, Heav’nly inftruéor, 1 revive i
At this | AP fight, affurd that ‘viu*x fhall live fat ad
With all C reatures, eir feed preferve,
Far lefs I now lament for on le World

Of wicked Sons defiroy’d, than I rej

¢joyce 875
For one Man found fo nd fo juft,
That God vouchfafes to r;u.“e another World
From him, and 2!l his anger to forget. il
But {ay, what mean thofe colour’d fireaks in Heav'n,
Diftended as the Brow of God appeas’d, 880

Or ferve ti,c» as a !ruww ve

to bind

¢ and thow’r the Earth?
To whom th’Archangel, Dextronfly thon ai

So h‘.m*f'Iy doth Ged remit his Ire, 885

hough late repenting him of Man deprav’d,

¢ xiev‘d at Lis heart, when looking down he faw

n

Left it again

orrupting each their way ; yet thofe remov’d,
Suck

il B
ch grace fhall one juft Man find in his fight, 8so

T hat he telents, not to blor out mankix
And makes 2 Covenanr never to deftroy
The Earth again by flood, nor let the Se
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Surpafs his bounds, nor Rain to drown the World

With Man therein or Beaft; but when he brings ¢

Over the Earth a Cloud, will therein fet
His rriple-colour’d Bow, whercon to look

to mind his Cov’nant: Day at

Heat and hoary Froft

fire purge ali thin

wherewn the jule i
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