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THE

HI15.1T 0% .Y

OF

CLARISSA HARLOWE.

BET T ERSL
Mifs ANNa Howe, To Mifs Crarissa HARLOWE.

Jan. 10

I AM extremely concerned, my deareft friend,
for the difturbances that have happened in your
family. T know how it muft hurt you to become
the fubjett of the public talk: And yet upon
an occafion fo generally known, it is impoflible but
that whatever relates tc a young lady whofe diftin-
guilhed merits have made her the public care,
fhould engage every-body’s attention. I long to
have the particulars from yourfelf; and of the ufage
Iam told you receive upon an accident you could
not help; and in which, as far as I can learn, the
fufferer was the aggreffor. '

Mr. Diggs the furgeon, whom I fent for at the
firflt hearing of the rencounter, to inquire, for your
fake, how your brother was, told me, That there
was no danger from the wound, if there were

Vor. L. A




2 THE HISTORY OF Let. 1.
none from tIm fever ; which it feems has been in-
creafed by the pumrbmo.} of his fpirits.

™r. W \u,u drank tea with us yefterday; and
tho’ he is far from being partial to Mr. Lovelace,
as it may be well 1uppoh.l yet both he and Mr.
Symmes blame your family for the treatment they
gave him, whgn he went in perfon to inquire e after
your brother’s health, and to exprefs his concern
for what h:ul happened.

Thcy fay, That Mr. Lovelace could not avoid
drawing his fword: And that either your brother’s
unfkilfulnefs or paflion left him from the very firlt
pafs entirely in his power.

This, I am told, was what Mr. Lovelace {faid
upon it; retreating as he fpoke: “ Have a care,
Mr. Harlowe —— Your violence puts you out of
your defence. You . give me too much advan-
tage. For your fifter’s fake, I will pafs by every
thmb i e

But this the more provoked his rafhnels, to lay
himfelf open to the advantage of his adverfary —
who, after a flight wound given him 1 the arm,
took away his i\xo:d

There are people who love not your brother, be-
caufe of his natural lmpc.lmnincis anc i fierce anc 1 un-
controllable temper: Thefe fay, That the young
gentleman’s pailion was abatedron feeing his blood

gufh plentifully down his arm: and that he received
Lhc generous offices of his Lrl\ erfary ( who helped
him off with his coat and wailtcoat, and bound up
his arm, till the furgeon could come ) with fuch
patience, as was far from making a wvifit afterwards
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from that adverfary to inquire after his health, ap-
pear either infulting or improper.

Bethis asit may, every-body pities you. So fteady,
fo uniform in your conduét: So defirous, as you
always faid, of fliding through life to the end of
1t um’mt:f!; and, as I may add, not wifhing to be
obferved even for your filent benevolence; fuffici-
ently happy in the noble confcioufnefs which attends
it: Rather ufeful than glaring, your deferved motto;
tho’ now, to your regret, pufhed into blaze, as I
may fay: and yet blamed at home for the faults of
others — How muft fuch a virtue fuffer on every
hand! — Yet it muft be allowed, that your prefent
trial is but proportioned to your prudence.

As all your friends without-doors are apprehenfive
that fome other unhappy event may refult from fo
violent a contention, in which it feems the families
on both fides are now engaged, I-muft defire you
to enable me, on the authority of your own inform-
ation, to do you occafional jultice.

My mother, and all of us, like the reft of the
world, talk of nobody but you on this occafion,
and of the confequences which may follow from
the refentments of 2 man of Mr. Lovelace’s {pirit;
who, as he gives out, has been treated with high
mdignity by your uncles, My mother will have
it, t you cannot now, with any decency, either
fee him, or correfpond with him. She is a good
deal prepoffeffed by your uncle Antony ; who occa-
fionally calls upon us, as you know; and on this
rencounter, hasreprefented to her the crime which
it wouldlibe in a fifter to encourage a man who is

Az
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t5 wade into her favor (this was his expreffion )
thro’ the blood of her brother.

W rite to me therefore, my dear, the whole of your
ftory from the ime that IVIr. Lovelace was firlt intro-
duced into your family; and particularly an account
of all that paffed between him and your fifter; about
which there are different reports; fome people {crup-
ling not to infinuate that the younger fifter has {tolen
a lover from the elder: And pray write in fo full a
manner as may fatisfy thofe who know not fo much
of your affairs as I do. If any thing unhappy fhould
fall out from the violence of fuch fpirits as you have
to deal with, your account of all things previous to
it will be your belt juftification.

You fee what you draw upon yourfelf by excel-
ling all your fex. Every individual of it who knows
you, or has heard of you, feems to think you an-
fwerable to her. for your conduét in points fo very
delicate and concerning.

Every eye, infhort, is upon you with the expecta-
tion of an example. I wifh to heaven you were at
liberty to purfue your own methods: All would then,
1 dare fay, be ealy, and honorably ended. But 1
dread your directors and dire@refles; for your mo-
ther, admirably well qualified as fhe is to lead, muft
fubmit to be led. Your fifter and brother will cer-
tainly put you out of your courfe.

But this is a point you will not permit me to expa-
tiate upon: Pardon me therefore, and I ave done.
— Yet, why fhould I fay, Pardon me? When your
concerns are my concerns? When your honor is
my honor? When I love you, as neves woman

——
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loved another? And when you have allowed of that
concern and of that love; and have for years, which
in perfons fo young may be called many, rankedin
the firft clafs of your friends,
Your ever grateful and affectionate
ANNA Howe

Will you oblige me with a copy of the preambic
to the claufes in your grandfather’s Will in your
favor; and allow me to fend it to my aunt
Harman ? — She is very defirous to fee it. Yet
your chara&ter has fo charmed her, that, tho’a
ftranger to you perfonally, fhe affents to the
preference given you in that Wiil, before fhe
knows the teftator’s reafons for giving you
that preference.

) 58 T M W R

Mifs Crarissa Harrowe, To Mifs Hows.
Harlowe- Place, Jan. 13.

HO\V you opprefs me, my dearelt rm’wd with

your politenefs! I cannot doubt your finc ; but
you fhould take care, that you give me net re 'frm
from your kind partiality to callin queftion your judg-
ment. You do not diftinguifh that I take many admir-
able hints from you, and have the art to pafs them
upon you for my own: For in all you do, in 2ll you
fay, nay, in your very looks ( foanimated!) you give
leflons to one who loves you and obferves you as I |
love and obferve you, without k nowing that you do
— So, pray, my dear, be more fparing of\ our praife

2
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for the future, left after this confeffion we fhould
fufpect that you fecretly intend to praife yourfelf, while
you would be thought only to commend another.

Our family has indeed been ftrangely difcompof.
ed. — Difcompofed ! — It has been in tumults, ever
fince the unhappy tranfaction; and I have borne all
the blame; yet fhould have had too much concern
from myfelf, had I been more juftly fpared by every
one elfe.

For, whether it be owing to a faulty impatience,
having been too indulgently treated to be mured to
blame, or to the regret I have to hear thofe cenfured
onmy account whom it is my duty to vindicate; I
have fometimes wifhed, that it had pleafed God to
have taken me in my laft fever, whenI had every-
body’s love and good opinion ; but oftener that I
had never been diftinguifhed by my grandfather as
I was; fince that diftinéion has eftranged from me
my brother’s and fifter’s affections; at leaft, has
raifed a jealoufy with regard to the apprehended
favor of my two uncles, that now and then over-
fhadows their love.

My brother being happily recovered of his fever,
and his wound in a hopeful way, altho’ he has not yet
ventured abroad, I will be as particular as you defire
in the little hiftory you demand of me. But Heaven
torbid that any thing fhould ever happen which may
require it to be produced for the purpofe you mention!

I will begin, as you command, with VIr. Love-
lace’s addrefs to my fifter; and be as brief as poflible
I will recite facts only; and leave you to judge of
the truth of the report raifed that the younger fifter
has robbed the elder.
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It was in purfuance of a conference between I, md
M.. and my uncle Antony , that Mr. Lovelace {my
father and mother not forbid: ling) paid his ufru (s
to my fifter Arabella. *Vl) brother was then in Scot-
land, bufying himfelf in viewing the condition of
the confider: ‘bIL eftate which was left him there by
his generous godmother, together with one as con-
hduabfc in Yorkhire. I was alfo abfent at my
Dairyhoufe, at it 1s called ®*, bufied in the ac-
counts relating to the eftate wlnch my grandfather
had the voodnefs to devife to me; and w]nch once
a year are left to my infpection, altho’ I have given
the whole into my father’s s power.

My fifter made me a vifit there the day after Mr.
Lovelace had been introduced; and feemed highly
pleafed with the gentleman. His birth, his fortune
in pofleflion, aclear 20co L. a year, as Lord IV1.. had
affured my uncle; prefumptive heirto that noble-
man’s large eftate: His great expediations from Lady
Sarah Sadleir and Lady Betty Lawrance; who with
his uncle interefted themfelves very warmly (he
being the laft of his line ) to fee him married.

¢ So handfome 2a man! — O her beloyed Clary ; »
ly, from the
ov crf.m\ ings of her '(‘c;\l humor on his account! )
« He was but too handfome a man for her! — Were

" it ; |
(for the ﬂ.‘ was ready to love me dea

wdfather, in
rould fpare her

up a Dairy-honfe in her own

ite her to him as often as her

in erecting and ftting
1ed, it was fo much
admired for its elegant fimplicity .1! cnnvenience, that the whole
Seat ( before, of old time, from its fituation, called The Grove )
was generally known by the name of The Dairy-houfe. Her grand.
father in particular was fond of having it fo called.

J‘X. 4
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fhe but as amiable as fomebody, there would be a
probability of holding his affection! — For he was
wild, fhe heard; very wild, very gay; loved in-
trigue — But he was young; a man of fenfe; would
fee his error, could fhe but have patience with his
faules, if his faults were not cured by marriage.”

Thus fhe ran on; and then wanted me “to fee

the charming man, ” as fhe called him. — Again con-
cerned, © that fhe was not handfome enough for
him; 7 With, “ A fad thing, that the man fhould
have the advantage of the woman in that particular ! ™
— But then, flepping to the glafs, fhe complimented
herfelf, © That fhe was very well: That there were
many women deemed paffable who were inferior to
herfelf: That fhe was always thought comely ; and
comelinefs, let her tell me, having not fo much to
lofe as beauty had, would hold, when that would
evaporate or fly off: — Nay, for that matter” (and
again fheturned to the glafs) “her features were not
irregular ; her eyes not at all amifs. ” And I remem-
ber they were more than ufually brilliant at that
time. — “ Nothing, in fhort, to be found fault with,
tho’ nothing very engaging fhe doubted — Was
there, Clary ?.”

Excufe me, my dear, I never was thus particular
before; no, notto you. Nor would I now have writ-
ten thus freely of a fifter, but that the makes a merit
to my brother of difowning that fhe ever liked him;
asI fhall mention hereafter: And then you will always
have me give you minute defcriptions, nor fuffer me
to pafs by the air and manner in which thingsare fpoken
that are to be taken notice of: rightly obferving,
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that air and manner often exprefs more than the
accompanying words.

I congratulated her upon her profpeds. She re-
ceived my compliments with a great deal of felf-
complacency.

She liked the gentleman {till more at his next vifit ;
and yet he made no particular addrefs to her, altho’
an opportunity was given him for it. This was won-
dered at, as my uncle had introduced him into our
family declaredly as a vifiter to my fifter. But as we
are ever ready to make excufes when in good humor
with ourfelves for the perhaps not unwilful flights of
thofe whofe approbation we wifh to engage ; fo my
{ifter found out a reafon much to Mr. Lovelace’s
advantage for his not improving the opportunity that
was given him.— It was bafhfulnefs ,truly , in him.
(Bafhfulnefs in Mr. Lovelace , my dear!) — Indeed ,
gay and lively as he is, he has not the look of an
impudent man. Butl fancy , it is many, many years
ago fince he was bafhful.

Thus, however, could my fifter make it out —
“ Upon her word, fhe believed Mr. Lovelace de.
ferved not the bad characerhe had as to women. —
He was really, to her thinking, a modeft man. He
would have fpoken out, fhe believed ; but once or
twice as he feemed to intend todo {o, he was under
fo agreeable a confufion! Such a profound refpet
he feemed to thow her! A perfe@ reverence, fhe
thought: She loved dearly that a man in courtfhip
fhould fhow a reverence to his miftrefs.” — So
indeed we all do, I believe: And with reafon :

3

fince, if I may judge from what I have feen in many
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families, there is little enough of it fhown afterwards.
— And fhe told my aunt Hervey, that fhe would be
: a little lelsupon the referve next time he came: “ She
i was not one of thofe flirts,. not the, who would
it give pain to a perfon that deferved to be well-

3 treated ; and the more pain for the greatnels of his

value for her.” — I wifh fhe had not fomebody
' whom I love in her eye. l
i In his third vifit, Bella governed herfelf by this f
kind and confiderate principle: So that, according to '
g her own account of the matter, the man might have
d fpoken out. — But he was {till bafhful : He was not

able to overcome this unfeafonable reverence. So this
[ vifit went off as the former. |

But now fhe began to be diffatisfied with him. She
. compared his general character with this his particu-
Ii lzr behaviour to her; and having never been courted
| before, owned herfelf puzzled how to deal with {o
odd a lover. © What did the man mean, fhe
wondered 2 Had not heruncle brought him declared-

l% ly as a fuiter to her 2 —It could not be bafhfulnefs
1 (now fhe thought of it) fince he might have opened
i his mind to her uncle , if he wanted courage to{peak
:' directly to her. — Not that fhe cared much for the
| man neither: But it was right, furely, thata woman

fhould be put out of doubt early as to a man’s in-
tentions in fuch a cale as this, from his own mouth.
— But, truly, fhe had begun to think, that he was
more folicitous to cultivate her mamma’s good opi-
nion, than hers! — Every.body, fhe owned, admired
her mother’s converfation; but he was miftaken if
he thought refpect to her mother only would do

F’““*‘"“‘--“—“;'“ T
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with her. And then, for his own fake, furely he
fhould put it into her power to be complaifant to
him, if he gave her reafon to approve of him.
This diftant behaviour, fhe muit take upon her to
fay, was the more extraordinary, as he continued
his vifits, and declared himfelf extremely defirous
to cultivate a friendfhip with the whole family;
and as he could have no doubt about her fenfe, if
fhe might take upon her to join her own with the
general opinion; he having taken great notice of,
and admired many of her good things as they fell
from her lips. Referves were painful, fhe muit
needs fay, to open and free fpirits, like hers : And
yet fhe muft tell my aunt” (to whom all this was
dire@ted) “that fhe fhould never forget what fhe
owed to her fex, and to herfelf, were Mr. Love-
lace as unexceptionable in his morals as in his
figure, and were he to urge his fuit ever fo warmly.”

I was not of her council. I was {till abfent. And it
was agreed upon between my aunt Hervey and her,
that the was to be quite folemn and fhy in his next
vilit, if there were 110t,1pc<vhmty1‘1hunm‘ufstohu

But my fifter it feems had not confidered the matter
well. This was not the way, as it proved , to be
taken , for matters of mere omiffion, with a man of
Myr. Lovelace’s penetration. Nor with any man;
fince if Jove has not taken rootde ep enough to caufe
it to [hoot out into decl: ration , if an oppmtu.nts be
fairly given for it: there is lltlll., room to expect, that
the bh'f}mn" winds of angerorrefentment will bring
it forwmd Then my poor fifter is not mtm.lh
good-humored. This is too well-known a truth for
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me to endeavour to conceal it, efpecially from
you. She muft therefore, Idm]l{t, have appeared
to great difadvantage when fhe aimed to be worfe-
temper'd than ordinary.

How they managed it in their next converfation
I know not. One would 'be tempted to think by
the iffue, that IVIr. Lovelace was ungenerous enough
to feek the occafion given *, and to improve it. Yet
he thought fitto put the queftion too :—But, fhe fays,
it was not till, by fome means or other (fhe knew
not how ) he had wrought her up to fuch a pitch
of difpleafure with him , that it was impoflible for
her to recover herfelf at the inftant. Neverthelefs he
re-urged his queftion, as expeéting a definitive anfwer,
without waiting for the return of her temper, or en-
deavouring to mollify her; fo that fhe was under a
neceflity of perfifting in her denial: Yet gave him
reafon to think fhe did not diflike his addrefs, only
the manner of it ; his court being rather made to her
mother than to herfelf, asif he were {fure of her con-
fent at any time.

A good encouraging denial, Imuftown: — Aswas
the reft of her plea; to wit, “ A difinclination to
change her ftate. — Exceedingly happy as fhe was:
She never could be happier !” And fuch like confent-
ting negatives, as 1 may call them ; and yet not in-
tend a reflection upon my fifter: For what can any
young creature 1n the like circumftances fay, when fhe
15 not fure but a too ready confentmay fubject her to

* See Mr. Lovelace’s letter, No, xxxi. in which he briefly
accounts for his condud in this affair,
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the {lights of a fex that ecnumlly values a blefling
either more or lefs as it is obtained with diffic |1I\y
or eafe ? Mifs Biddulph’s anfwer to a copy of verles
from a gentleman, leloachmw our fex as '1chnﬁ n
difguife, isnot a bad one, altho’ you perhaps m:

thmh it too acknowledging for the female dmadu.

Ungen’rous fex! — To fcom us, if we're kind ;
And yet upbraid us, if we feem fevere!

Do vou ./ tencourage us to tell our mind
J ? ?

Yourfelves put off d?ﬁ'u"c, and be fincere.

Sa- talk of uuvuetr'_-.' '— Your own falfe hearts

Here I am obliged to lay down my pen. I will
foon refume it.

{ S D T i Tl L (R
Mifs Crarissa Harcowe, To Mifs Howe.
Jan.. 13, I4.

A.\TD thus, as Mr. Lovelace thought fit to take
it, had he his anfwer from my fifter. It was with
ncny great regret, as he [JlCiLHdL({ (I doubt the man
is a hypocrite, my dear) that he acquiefced in it
< So much determinednefs : fucha noble firmnefs in
my fifter; that there was no hope of prevailing upon
her to alter fentiments fhe had adopted on full con-
ﬁdcr;liaon. ” He fighed , as Bella told us, when he
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took his leave of her: “Profoundly fighed ; grafped
her hand, and kiffed it with fuch an ardor — With-
drew with fuch an air of folemn refpeét — She had
him then before her.— She could almoft find in her
heart, altho’ he had vexed her, to pity him.” A
good intentional preparativeto love, this pity; fince,
at the time, fhe little thought that he would not
rencw his offer.

He waited on my mother after he had taken leave
of Bella, and reported his ill fuccefs in fo refpeétful
a manner, as well with regard to my fifter as to the
whole family , and with fo much concern that he
was not accepted as a relation to it, that it left upon
them all (my brother being then, as I have faid, in
Scotland ) 1mpreffions in his favor, and a belief that
this matter would cert'linly be brought on again. But
Mr. Lovelace going up dire@ly to town, where he
ftayed a whole unm:”h. » and meeting Lh"u_ with my
uncle Antony, to whom he regretted his niece’s
cruel refolution notto change lm ftate; it wa¥ feen
that there was a total end of the affair.

My fifter was not wanting to_herfelf on this occa-
fion. She made a virtue of neceffity ; and the man
was quite another man with her. “ A vain creature !
too well knowing his advantages : Yet thofe not what
fhe had conceived them to be! — Cool and warm by
fits and ftarts; an ague-like lover. A fteady man , a
man of virtue, 2 man of morals, was worth a thou.
fand of fuch gay flutterers. Her fifter Clary might
think it worth her while pcull aps to try to engage
fuch a2 man : She bhad patience: She was miftrefs
of perfuafion; and indeed, to do the girl juftice,
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had fomething of a pcri‘o'lc But as for her, fhe
would not have a man of whofe heart fhe could
not be fure for one moment; no, not for the world:
And molft fincerelys glad was Ihc_ that fhe had re-
i:_;t'\ll him.”

" But when Mr. Lovelace returned into the country,
he thought fit to vifit my father and mother ; hoping,
as he told them , that, however unhappy he had
been in the rejection of the wifhed-for alliance;
he might be allowed to keep up an acqualntance
iendfhip with a family which he-fhould always

refpect. And the n, unhappily as I may fay, wasI at

It was i:r-mgr” ly obferved, that his att ention was
fixed on me. My fifter, as foon as he was gone, in
a {pirit of bravery, feemed defirous to promote his
acidufa , Thould it be tendered.

My aunt Hervey was thw e; and was pleafed to
fay, We fhould make ‘ i

: inelt couple in England —
if my fifter had no r)i)_; %ion.— No indeed! with a
haughty tofs , was my fifter’s reply — It would be
{trange if fhe had, after the denial fhe had given
S : 1 1 vy ¥ =
him upon full deliberation,
IVIy mother d
his alliance with either daughter, was on account

, That her only diflike of
of his reputed faulty morals.

My uncle Harlowe, That his daughter Clary,
as he delichted to call me from childhood, would
reform him if any woman in thé world could.

My uncle '-\I‘mnv eave his approbation in high

terms : But referred, as my aunt had donz, to my

fifter.
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She repeated her contempt of him ; and declared,
that were there not another man in England , fhe
would not have bim. She was ready, on the con-
trary , (he could affure them, to refign her preten-
{ions under hand and feal, if IMifs Cl;u'y were
taken with his tinfel; and if every one elfe approved
of his addrefs to the girl.

My father indeed, after a long filence, being
Ll]‘g_:.’(i by my uncle Antony to {peak his mind, faid,
That he had a letter from his fon, on his hearing
of Mr. Lovelace’s vifits to his daughter Arabella;
which he had not fhown to any body but my
mother ; that treaty being at an end when he received
it: That in this Letter he expreffed great diflike to
an alliance with IMr. Lovelace on the fcore of his
immoralities: That he knew indeed , there was an
old grudge between them; but that, being defirous
to prevent all occafions of difunion and animofity
in his family, he would fufpend the declaration of
his own mind till his fon arrived, and till he had
heard his further obje&ions: That he was the more
inclined to make his fon this compliment, as Mr.
Lovelace’s general character gave but too much
ground for his fon’s diflike of him; adding, That
he had heard (fo, he fuppofed , had every one)
that he was a very extravagant man ; that he had
contracted debts in his travels: And indeed , he was
plealed to fay, he had the air of a fpend-thrift.

Thefe particulars I had partly from my aunt Her-
vey, and partly from my fifter; for I was called out
as foon as the fubje& was entered upon.. When I
veturned , my uncle Antony alked me, How I fhould
like
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like VIr. Lovelace ? Every body faw, he was pleafed
to fay, that I had made a conqueft.

I immediately anfwered, That I did not like him
at all: He feemed to have too good an opinion
both of his perfon and parts, to have any great re-
gard to his wife, let him marry whom he would.

My fifter particularly was pleafed with this an-
fwer, and confirmed it to b€juﬁ:; with a comphiment
to my judgment — for it was hers.

But the very next day Lord VL. came to Harlowe-
Place (I was then abfent ); and in his nephew’s name
made a propofal in form; declaring, That it was the
ambition of all his family to be related to ours; and
he hoped his kinfman would not have fuch an an-
fwer on the part of the younger fifter, as he had had
on that of the elder.

In fhort, Mr. Lovelace’s vifits were admitted as
thofe of a man who had not deferved difrefpect from
our family ; butas to hisaddrefsto me, with areferva-
tion, as above, on my father’s part, that he would
determine nothing without his fon. My difcretion as
to the reflt was confidedin: for ftill I had the fame
objections as to the man: nor would I, when we were
better acquainted, hear any thing but general talk
from him; giving him no opportunity of converfing
with me in private.

He bore this with a refignation little expected from
his natural temper, which is generally reported to be
quick and halty; unufed it feems from childhood to
check or control. A cafe too common in confider-
able families where there is an only fon: and his
mother never had any other child. But, asI have

Vor. L B
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heretofore told you, I could perceive notwithftand-
ing this refignation, that he had fo good an opinion
of himfelf, as not to doubt, that his perfon and ac-
complifhments would infenfibly engage me: And
could that be once done, he told my aunt Hervey,
he fhould hope, from fo {teady a temper, that his
hold in my affe¢tions would be durable: While my
fifter accounted for his patience in another manner,
which would perhaps have had more force if it had
come from a perfon lefs prejudiced: “ That the man
was not fond of marrying at all; that he might
perbaps have half-a-fcore miftreffes; and that delay
might be as convenient for his roung, as for my
well-aéted indifference.” — That was her kind ex-
preflion.

Whatever was his motive for a patience fo gene-
rally believed to be out of his ufual character, and
where the obje@ of his addrefs was fuppofed to be
of fortune confiderable enough to engage his warmelt
attention, he certainly efcaped many mortifications
by it: For while my father fufpended his approba-
tion till my brother’s arrival, IMr. Lovelace received
from every one thofe civilities which were due to
his birth: And altho’ we heard from time to time
reportsto his difadvantage with regard to morals ; yet
could we not queftion lnm upon them without giving
him greater adv antages 1n his own opinion, than thL
fituation he was in with us would juftify to prudence;
{ince it was much more likely that his addrefs would
not be allowed of, than that it would.

And thus was he admitted to converfe with our
family almoft upon his own terms; for while my
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friends faw nothing in his behaviour but what was
extremely refpectful, and obferved in him no vio-
lent importunity , they feemed to have taken a great
liking to his converfation: While I confidered him
only as a common gueft when he came ; and thought
myfelf no more concerned in his vifits , nor at his
entrance or dcp:trture', than any other of the family.

But this indifference on my fide was the means of
procuring him one very great advantage ; fince upon
it was grounded that correfpondence by letters which
fucceeded;—and which, hadit been to be begun when
the family animofity broke,out, would never have
been entered into on my part. The occafion was this:

My uncle Hervey has a young gentleman entruft-
ed to his care, whom he has thoughts of fending
abroad ayear or two hence, to make the Grand Tour,
as it is called ; and finding IMr. Lovelace could give
a good account of every thing neceffary for a young
traveller to obferve upon fuch an occafion, he de-
fired him to write down a defcription of the Courts
and Countries he had vifited, and what was molt
worthy of curiofity in them.

He confented , on condition that I would dire& his
fubjects as he called it; and as every one had heard
his manner of writing commended; and thought his
narratives might be agreeable amufements in winter
evenings; and that he could have no opportunity
particularly to addrefs me in them, fince they were
to be read in full affembly, before they were given
to the young gentleman, I made the lefs fcruple to
write, and to make obfervations, and put queftions
for our further information —— Still the lefs perhaps

B 2
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as Ilove writing; and thofe who do, are fond,
you know, of occafions to ufe the pen: And then,
having every one’s confent, and'my uncle Hervey’s
defire that I would write, I thought that if I had
been the only fcrupulous perfon, 1t would have
fhown a particularity that a vain man might con-
ftrue to his advantage; and which my fifter would
not fail to animadvert upon.

You have {feen fome of thefe letters; and have
been pleafed with his account of perfons, places,
and things; and we have both agreed, that he was
. no common obferver upon what he had feen.

My fifter herfelf allowed that' the man had a to-
lerable kpack of writing and defcribing: And my
father, who had been abroad in his youth, fad,
That his remarks were curious, and fhowed him to
be a perfon of reading, judgment, and tafte.

Thus was a kind of correfpondence begun between
him and me, with general approbation; while every
one wondered at, and was pleafed with, his patient
veneration of me; for {o they called it. However,
it was not doubted but he would foon be more im-
portunate, fince his vifits were more frequent, and
he acknowledged to my aunt Hervey a paflion for
me, accompanied with an awe that he had never
known before; to which he attributed what he called
hisbutfeemingacquiefcence with my father’s pleafure,
and the diftance I kept him at. And yet, my dear,
this may be his ufual manner of behaviour to our fex;
for had not my fifter at firlt all his reverence?

Mean time, my father, expecting this importun-
ity, kept in readinefs the reports he had heard in
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his disfavor, to charge them upon him then, asfo
many objetions to his addrefs. And it was highly
:toiccabl(. to me that he did fo: It would have Luu i
[‘tmnrbe if it were not; fince the perfon who could
reje@ Mr. Wyerley’s addrefs for the fake of his free
opinions, muft have been mexcufable, had fhe not
rejected another’s for his freer pmc‘txces

But I fhould own, that in the letters he fent me
upon the general {ubjeét, he more than once inclofed
a particular one, declaring his paffionate regards for
me, and complaining, with fervor enongh, of my
referves : But of thefe I took notthe lealt notice ; for,
as I had not written to him at all, but upon a fubjeét
fo general, 1 thought it was but right to let, what he
wrote upon one {o particular, pafs off as if Thad never
feen it; and the rather, as 1 was not then at liberty
(from the approbation his letters met with) to break
off the concfpondenc , unlefs I had affigned the true
reafon for doing fo. Belides, with all his refpectful
afliduities, it was eafy to obferve (if it had not been
his general character) that his temper is naturally
haughty and violent; and I had feen too much of
that untractable {pirit in my brother, to like itin ope
who hoped to be {till more nearly related to me.

I had a little fpecimen of this temper of his upon
the very occafion I bave mentioned: For after he
had fent me a third particular letter with the gene-
ral one, he alked me the next time he came-to Har-
lowe-Place, If I had not received fuch aone from him?
— [ told him, I fhould never anfwer one I'o fent;
and that I had waited for fuch an occafion as he had
now given me, to tell him fo: I defired him therefore

B3




4% THE HISTORY OF Let. 3.
not to write again on the fubject; affuring him, that
if he did, T would return both, and never write an-
other line to him,

You can’t imagine how faucily the man look’d;
as if , in fhort, he was difappointed that he had not
made a more {enfible impreflion upon me: Nor, when
he recollected himfelf (as he did immediately ) whata
vifible ftruggle it coft him to change his haughty airs
for more placid ones. ButI took no notice of either;
for I thought itbeftto convince him, by the coolnefs
and indifference with which I repulfed his forward
hopes ( at the fame time intending to avoid the af-
fectation of pride or vanity ) that he was not confider-
able enough in my eyes to make me take over ready
offence at what he faid, or at his haughty looks: In
other words, that I had not value enough for himto
treat him with peculiarity either by fmiles or frowns.
Indeed he had cunning enough to give me, unde-
fignedly, a piece of inftruction which taught me this
caution ; for he had faid in converfation once, “ That
if 2 man ‘could not make a woman in courtfhip own
herfelf pleafed with him, it was as much and often
times more to his purpofe to make her angry with
him. ”

I muft break off here. But will continue the fub-
jet the very firlt opportunity. IVlean time, I am

Your moft affectionate Friend and Servant,

CrL. HARLOWE.
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LETEER. &
Mifs Crarissa HarLowe, To Mifs Howe.
Jan. 15.

SUCH, my dear, was the fituation Mr. Lovelace
and I where in when my brother arrived from
Scotland.

The moment IMr. Lovelace’s vifits were mentioned
to him, he, without either hefitation or apology, ex-
preffed his difapprobation of them. He found great
flaws in his characer; and took the liberty tofay in
fo many words, That he wondered how it came into
the heads of his uncles to encourage fuch a man for
either of his fifters: At the fame time returning his
thanks to my father for declining his confent till he
arrived, in fuch a manner, Ithought, as a fuperior
would do, when he commended an inferior for
having well performed his duty in his ablence.

He juftified his avowed inveteracy by common
fame, and by what he had known of him at college;
declaring, That he had ever hated him; ever fhould
hate him ; and would never own him for a brother,
or me for a fifter, if I married him.

That early antipathy I have heard accounted for
in this manner:

Mr. Lovelace was always noted for his vivacity
and courage; and no lefs, itfeems, for the fwift and
furprifing progrefs he made in all parts of literature;
for diligence in his ftudies in the hours of ftudy, he
had hardly his equal. This it feems was his general
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charader at the umverfity ; and it gained him many
friends among the more learned; while thofe who
did not love him, feared him, by reafon of the offence
his vivacity made him too ready to give, and of
the courage he fhowed in fupporting the offence
when given; which procured him as many followers
as he plealed among the mifchievousfort. — No very
amiable character, you'll fay, upon the whole.

But my brother’s temper was not more happy. His
native haughtinefs could not bear a fuperiority fo vi-
{ible; and whom we fear more than love, we are not
far from hating: and baving lefs command of his
pallions than the other, he was evermore the fubje&
of his perhaps indecent ridicule: fo that they never
met without quarrelling: and every body, either
from love or fear, fiding with his antagonift, he had
a moft uneafy time of it while both continued in the
fame college. — It was the lefs wonder, therefore, that
a young man who is not noted for the gentlenefs
ofhis temper, fhould refume an antipathy early
begun, and fo deeply rooted.

He found my fifter, who waited but for the occa-
fion, ready to join him in his refentments againft the
man he hated. She utterly difclaimed all manner of
regard for him: “ never liked him at all: — his
cltate was certainly much incumbered: it was im-
pofiible it fhould be otherwife ; fo entirely devoted
as he was to his pleafures. He kept no houfe; had
no equipage; nobody pretended that he wanted
pride; the reafon therefore was ealy to be gueffed
at. ”  And then did fhe boalt of, and my bro-
ther praife her for, refufing] him: and both joined

p—
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on all occafions to depreciate him, and not feldom
made the occafions; their difpleafure againft him
caufing every fubjec to run into this, if it began
not with 1t.

I was not folicitous to vindicate him when I was
not joined in their reflections. I told them, I did
not value him enough to make a difference in the
family on hisaccount: And as he was fuppofed to have
given too much caufe for their ill opinion of him, I
thought he ought to take the confequence of his own
faults.

Now and then indeed , when Iobferved that their
vehemence carried them beyond all bounds of proba-
bility in their charges againft him, I thought it but
juftice to put in a word for him. But this only fub-
jected me to reproach , as havinga prepofleflion in his
favor which I would not own. — So that when I
could not change the fubjet, I ufed to retire ei-
ther to my mufic, or to my clofet.

Their behaviour to him when they could not help
feeing him, was very cold and difobliging ; but asyet
not directly affrontive. For they were in hopes of
prevailing upon my father to forbid his vifits. But,
as there was nothing in his behaviour, that might
warrant fuch a treatment of a man of his birth and for-
tune, they fucceeded not: And then they were very
earneft with me to forbid them. I alked, What au-
thority I had to take fucha ftep in my father’s houfe;
and when my behaviour to him was fo diftant, that
he feemed to be as much the gueft of any other per-
fon of the family, themfelves excepted , as mine ? —
In revenge , they told me, That it was cunning ma-
nagement between us; and that we both underftood

e
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one another better than we pretended to do. And
at laft they gave fuch a loofe to their paffions, all
of a fudden *, as I may fay, that inftead of with-
drawing, as they ufed to do when he came, they
threw themfelves in his way purpofely to affront him.

IMr. Lovelace, you may believe , very ill brooked
this: But neverthelefs contented himfelf to complain
of it tome: In high terms, however, telling me , that
but for my fake my brother’s treatment of him was
not to be borne.

I was forry for the merit this gave him in hisown
opinion with me : And the more , as fome of the af-
fronts he received were too flagrant to be excufed:
But I told him, That I was determined not to fall
out with my brother, if I could help it, whatever
faults he had : And, fince they could not fee one
another with temper, fhould be glad that he would
not throw himfelf in my brother’s way ; and I was
fure my brother would not feek him.

He was very much nettled at this anfwer, butfaid,
He muft bear his affronts if I would have it fo. He
bad been acculed himfelf of violence in his temper;
but he hoped to thow on this occafion that he had a
command of his paffions which few young men, fo
highly provoked, would be able to fhow; and
doubted not but it would be attributed to a proper
motive by aperfon of my generofity and penetration.

My brother hadjuft before , with the approbation
of my u ncles,employed a perfonrelated toa difcharged

* The reafon of this their more openly shown animofity is
given in Letter xiii,
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bailiff or fteward of Lord IM.. who had had the
management of fome part of Mr. Lovelace’s affairs
{from which he was alfo difmiffed by him) to in-
quire into his debts, after his companions, into his
amours , and the like.

My aunt Hervey, in confidence , gave me the
following particulars of what the man faid of him.

“ That he was a generous landlord: That he
{fpared nothing for folid and lafting improvements
upoq his eftate ; and that he looked into his own
affairs , and underftood them: That he had been
very expenfive when abroad; and contracted a large
debt (for he made no fecret of his affairs) ; yet chofe
to limit himfelf to an annual fum, and to decline
equipage, inorderto avoid being obliged to his un-
cle and aunts; from whom he might have what
money he pleafed ; but that he was very jealous of
their control; had often quarrels with them ; and
treated them fo freely, that they were all afraid of
him. However, that his eftate was never mort
gaged , as my brother had heard it was; his credit
was always high; and the man believed , he was by
this time near upon, if not quite, clear of the world.

“ He was a fad gentleman, hefaid, as to women :—
If his tenants had pretty daughters, they chofe to
keep them out of his fight. He believed he kept
no particular miftrefs; for he had heard Newelty,
that was the man’s word, was every thing with
him. But for his uncle’s and aunt’s teazings, the
man fancied he would not think of marriage : He
was never known to be difguifed with liquor; but
was a great plotter, and a great writer: That he
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lived a wild life in town, by what he had heard :
Had f{ix or feven companions as bad as himfelf ;
whom now and then he brought down with him ;
and the count‘ry was always glad when they went
up again. He would have it, that altho’ paffionate ,
he was good-humor'd ; loved as well to take a jelt
as to give one; and wuuld rally himfelf upon oc-
cafion the freelt of any man he ever knew.”
This was his character from an enemy; for ,
my aunt obferved, every thing the man faid com-
mendably of him came grudgingly, with a Muft
needs fay ——To do him juftice, &c. while the
contrary was delivered with a free good - will.
And this character, as a worfe was expected, tho’
this was bad enough, not anfwering the end of
mquiring after it, my brother and fifter were more
apprehenfive than before, that his addrefs would be
encouraged , fince the \\-orﬂ part of it was known ,
or{uppofed, when he was firft introduced to my fifter.
But, with regard to myfelf, I muft obferve in his
disfavor, that notwithftanding the merit he wanted to
make with me for his patience upon my brother’s ill
treatment of him, I owed him no compimums fortry-
ing to conciliate \mth him, Not that I believe it would
lrwc fignified any thing, if he had made ever fuch
court either to him or tc) my fifter; yet one might
have expected from a man of his politenefs , and from
his pleLenhon:, you know, thathe would l];t\'C been
willing to try. Inftead of which, he fhowed fuch a
contempt both of my brother mld fifter, efpecially of
my brother, as was conftru&ed into a defiance of them.
And for me to have hinted at an alteration in his

as
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behaviour to my brother, was an advantage I knew
he would have been proud of ; and which therefore
1 had no mind to give him. But I doubted not that
having fo very little encouragement from any body ,
his pride would foon take fire, and he would of him{elf
difcontinue his vifits, or go to town; where , tll he
came acquainted with our family, he ufed chiefly to
refide: And in this latter cafe he had no reafon to
expect, that I would receive, much lefs anfwer, his
letters ; ,the occafion, which had led me to receive
any of his, being by this time over.

But my brother’s antipathy would not permit him
to wait for fuch an event ; and after feveral excelles,
which Mr. Lovelace ftill returned with contempt,
and‘a haughtinefs too much like that of the aggreffor
my brother took upon himfelf to fill up the door-way
once when he came, as if to oppofe his entrance;
and, vpon his aiking for me , demanded, What his
bufinels was with his {ifter ?

The other, with a challenging air, as my brother
fays, told him, He would anfwer a gentleman any
queftion ; but he wifhed that IMr. James Harlowe,
who had of late given himfelf high airs, would re-
member that he was not now at college.

Juft then the good Dr. Lewen, who frequently
honors me with a vifit of converfation, as he is
pleafed to call it, and had parted with mein myown
parlour , came to the door; and hearing the words,
interpofed ; both having their hands upon their fwords:
And telling Mr. Lovelace where I was, he burft by
my brother, to come to me; leaving him chafing,
he faid, like a hunted boar at bay.
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This alarmed us all. My father was pleafed to
hint to Mr. Lovelace, that he wilhed he would dif-
continue his vifits, for the peace fake of the family :
And I, by his command, fpoke a great deal plainer.
But Mr. Lovelace 1s 2 man not eafily brought to
give up his purpofe, efpecially in a point wherein he
pretends his heart is fo much engaged: And no ab.
{olate prohibition having been given, things went on
for a little while as before : For I faw plainly, that to
have dented myfelf to his vilits (which however I
declined receiving as often as I could ) was to bring
forward fome defperate iffue between the two ; fince
the offence {o readily given on one fide was brook-
ed by the other only out of confideration to me.
And thus did my brother’s rafhnefs lay me under
an obligation where I would lealt have owed it.
The intermediate propofals of Vr. Symmes and
IMr. Mullios , both , in turn, encouraged by my bro-
ther , induced him to be more patient for a while, as
nobody thought me over forward in Mr. Lovelace’s
favor; for he hoped that he fhould engage my father
and uncles to approve of the one or the other in
oppofition to the man he hated. But when he found
that [ had intereft enough to difengage myfelf from
the addrefles of thofe gentlemen, as I had ( before he
went to Scotland , and before IMr. Lovelace vifited
here) of Mr. Wyerley’s, he then kept no meafures:
And firft fet himfelf to upbraid me for a fuppofed
prepofleflion , which he treated as if it were criminal ;
and then to infult Mr. Lovelace in perfon, at Mr.
Edward Symmes’s, the brother of the other Symmes,
two miles off; and no good Dr. Lewen being there to
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interpofe , the unhappy rencounter followed. My
brother was difarmed , as you have heard; and on
being brought home, and giving us ground to fup-
pofe he was much worfe hurt than he really was,
and afever enfuing, every one flamed out ; and all
was laid at my door.

Mr. Lovelace for three days together fent twice
each day to inquire after my brother’s health; and
altho’ he received rude and even fhocking returns,
he thought fit on the fourth day to make in per
fon the fame inquiries ; and received fiill greater
incivilities from my two uncles , who happened to
be both there. My father allo was held by force
from going to him with his {fword in his hand,
altho’ he had the gout upon him.

I famted away with terror, feeing every one fo
violent,and hearing IVir. Lovelace fwear that he would
not depart till he had made my uncles afk his pardon
for the indignities he had received at their hands; a
door being held faft locked between him and them.
My mother all the time was praying and ftruggling
to withhold my father in the great parlour. Mean.
while my fifter, who bad treated IVir. Lovelace with
virulence, came in to me, and infulted me as faft as I
recovered. But when IVIr. Lovelace was told how
LT was, he departed ; neverthelefs vowing revenge.

He was ever a favorite with our domeftics, His
bounty to them, and having always fomething face-
tious to fay to each, had made them all of his party :
And on this occafion they privately blamed every
body elfe, and reported his calm and gentlemanly be-
haviour (tll the provocations givenhimran very high)
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in fuch favorable terms, that thofe reports, and my
apprehen fions of the confequence of his treatment, in-
duced me toread aletter he fent me that night; and, it
being written in the moft refpectful terms (offeringto
fubmit the whole to my decifion, and to govern him-
felf entirely by my will ) to anfwer it fome days after.

To this unhappy neceffity was owing our renewed
correfpondence , as I may call it: Yet I did not write
till I had informed myfelf from Mr. Symmes’s bro-
ther, that he was really infulted into the act of draw-
ing his fword by my brother’s repeatedly threatening
(upon his excufing himfelf out of regard to me) to
brand him if he did not; and, by all the inquiry I
could make, that he was again the fufferer from my
uncles in a more violent manner than I have related.

The fame circumftances were related to my father
and other relations by Vr. Symmes; but they had
gone too far in making themfelves parties to the quar-
rel either to retract or forgive ; and L was forbidden to
correfpond with him, orto be feen a moment in his
company.

One thing however I can fay, but thatin con-
fidence, becaule my mother commanded me notto
mention it: — That, exprefling her apprehenfion
of the confequences of the indignities offered to [VIr.
Lovelace, fhe told me, fhe would leave it to my
prudence to do alll could to prevent the impending
mifchief on one fide.

I am obliged to break off. But I believe I have
written enough to anfwer very fully all that you have
required of me. It 1s not for a child to feek to clear
her own character, or to juftify her actions, at the
expenfe
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expenfle of the moft revered ones: Yet, as I know
that the account of all thofe further proceedings by
which I may be affected , will be interefting to fo dear
a friend (who will communicate to others no more
than what is fitting ) I will continue to write, asI have
opportunity, as minutely as we are ufed to write to
each other. Indeed I have no delight, as I have often
told you, equal to that which I take in converfing
with you — by letter, when I cannot in perfon.

Mean time, I cannot help faying, that I am ex-
ceedingly concerned to find, that I am become fo
much the public talk as you tell me I am. Your kind,
your precautionary regard for my fame, and the
opportunity you have given me to tell you my own
ftory, previous to any new accident (which heaven
avert!) is fo like the warm friend I have ever found
in my dear Mifs Howe, that, with redoubled obli-
gation, you bind me to be

Your ever-grateful and affectionate,

CrARISSA HARLOWE.

Copy of the requefied PREAMBLE fo the claufes in her
grandfather’s Will: Inclofed in the preceding letter.

AS the particular eftate I have mentioned and

defcribed above, is principally of my own raifing:

As my three fons have been uncommonly profperous,

and are very rich: The eldeft by means of the unex-

pected benefits he reaps from his new found mines :

The fecond, by what has, as unexpectedly, fallen in
Vor. L. Cc
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to him on the deaths of feveral relations of his prefent
wife , the worthy daughter by both fides of very ho-
norable families; over and above the very large por-
tion which he received with herin marriage: My fon
Antony by his Eaft-India traffic, and fuccefsful voy-
ages: As furthermore my grandfcn James will be
futh(,lently provided for by his godmother Lovell’s
kinduefs to him; who, having no near relations, lms
affured me, that fhe has, as well by Deed of Gift as
by Will, left him both her Scottifh and Englifh eltates:
For never was there a family more profperous in all
its branches, bleffed be God therefore: And as my
{aid fon James will very probably make it up to my
erand-daughter Arabella; to whom I intend no dil-
]Cfp(.\:t nor have reafon; for fhe is a very hopeful
and dutiful child: And as my fons John and Antony
feem not inclined to a married life; fo that my fon
James is the only one who has children, or is likely
to have any :—For all thefe reafons, and becaufe my
deareft and beloved grand-daug hter Clarifla has been
from her infancy a ‘matchlefs young creature in her
duty to me, and admired by all who knew her, as a
very extraordinary child; I muft therefore take the
pleafure of confidering her as my own peculiar child;
and this without intending offence; and I hope it will
not be taken as any, fince my fon James can beftow
his favors accordingly, and in greater proportion,
upon his fon James, and upon his da ughter Arabella.
—Thefe, I fay, afe the realons which move me to dif-
pofe of the above defcribed eftate in the precious
child’s favor; who is the delight of my old age:
And, I verily think, has .011tr1butcd, by her amiable
duty and kind and tender regards, to prolong my life.
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Wherefore it is my exprefs Will and Command.
ment, and I enjoin my faid three fons John, James,
and Antony, and my grandfon James, and my grand-
daughter Arabella, as they value my blefling, and
will regard my memory, and would wifh their own
laft wills and defires to be fulfilled by their furvivors,
that they will not impugn or conteft the following
bequefts and devifes in favor of my faid grand-
daughter Clariffa, altho’ they fhould not be firi¢tly
conformable to law or to the forms thereof; nor
fuffer them to be controverted or difputed on any
pretence whatfoever.

And in this confidence, &c. &c. &c.

EAEs TR 5B Reis Vi
Mifs Crarissa Harrowe, To IVIifs Howe.
Jan. 20.

I HAVE been hindered from profecuting my inten-
tion. Neither nights nor mornings have been my
own. [Vly mother has been very 1ll; and would
have no other nurfe but me. I have not ftirred from
her bedfide (for the kept her bed ); and two nights
I had the honor of fharing it with her.

Her diforder was a very violent colic. The con-
tentions of thefe fierce, thefe mafculine {pirits, and the
apprehenfion of mifchiefs that may arife from the
increafing animofity which all here have againft Mr

Lovelace, and his too - well known refenting and
C s
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mtrepid character , fhe cannotbear. Then the founda-
tions laid, as (he dreads for jealoufy and heart-burnings
in her own family, late fo happy and fo united , affict
exceedingly a gentle and fenfible mind, which has
from the beginning, on all occafions, facrificed its
own inward fatisfaction to outward peace. My bro-
ther and fifter, who ufed very often to jar, are now
fo entirely one, and are fo much together (caballing
was the word that dropped’ from my mother’s lips,
as 1f at unawares) that fhe is very fearful of the con-
{equences that may follow ;—to my prejudice, perhaps
is her kind concern; fince fhe fees that they behave
to me every hour with more and more fhynefs and
referve: Yet, would (he bute\(CrtLimtmthority which
the fuperiority of her fine talents gives her, all thefe
family feuds might perhaps be e\tnwmﬂlul in their
but yet beginnings ; efpecially as fhe may be affured
that all fitting concellions fMall be made by me, hot
only as my blothc and fifter are my elders, but
for the fake of {fo excellent and fomdu]gL nt a mother.
For, if I'may fay to you, my dear, what I would
not to any other perfon living, it is my opinion,
that had fhe been of a temper that would have
borne lefs, fhe would have had ten times lefs to bear
than fhe has had. No commendation, you'll fay, of
the generofity of thofe Ipirits which can turn to its
own difquiet o much condefcending goodnefs.
Upon my word I am fometimes tempted to think
that we may make the world allow for and refpe®t us
as we pleafe, if we can but be fturdy in our wills,
and fet out accordingly. It is but being the lefs be-
loved for it, that’s all ; and if we have power to
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oblige thofe we have to do with, it will not appear
to us that we are. Our flatterers will tellus any
thing fooner than our faults, or what they know
we do not like to hear.

Were there not truth in this obfervation, is it
poflible that my brother and fifter could make their
very failings, their vehemences, of fuch importance
to all the family ? “ How will my {fon, how will my
nephew, take this or that meafure? What will he
fay toit? Let us confult him about it;” are refer-
ences always previous to every refolution taken by
his fuperiors, whofe will ought to be his. Well may
he expect to be treated with this deference by every
other perfon, when my father himfelf, generally fo
abfolute, conftantly pays it to him; and the more
fince his godmother’s bounty has given independ-
ence to a {pirit that was before under too little reftraint.
—But whither may thefe reflections lead me! —1
know you do not love any of us but my mother:
and me; and Lkeing above all difguifes, make me
fenfible that you do not, oftener than I wifh. —
Ought I then to add force to your diflikes of thofe
whom I wifh you to like? — of my father efpeci-
ally ; for he, alas! has fome excufe for his impatience
of contradiction. He is not naturally an ill-tempered
man; and in his perfon and air, and in his converf-
ation too, when not under the torture of a gouty
paroxylm, every body diftinguifhes the gentleman
born and educated.

Our fex perhaps muft exped to bear a little —
uncourtlinefs fhall I call it? — from the hulband,
whom as the lover they let know the preference their

C3
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hearts gave him to all other men. — Say what they
will of generofity being a manly virtue; but upon
my word , my dear, 1 have ever yet obferved , that
it 1s not to be met with in that {fex one time in ten
that it is to be found in ours.— But my father was
foured by the cruel diftemper I have named; which
feized him all at once in the very prime of life, in fo
violent a2 manner as to take from the moft achive
of minds, as his was, all power of activity, and
that in all appearance for life. — It imprifoned, as
I may fay, his lively fpirits in himfelf, and turn-
ed the edge of them againft his own peace; his
extraordinary profperity adding to his impatience.
Thofe , I believe , who want the feweft earthly
bleflings , moft regret that they want any.

But my brother! what excufe can be made for
his haughty and morofe temper? He is really, my
dear, I am forry to have occafion to fay it, an ill-
tempered young man; and treats my mother fome-
times— Indeed he is not dutiful. — But, poffeffing
every thing, he has the vice of age mingled with
the ambition of youth, and enjoys nothing —but
his own haughtinefs and ill-temper, I was going
to fay.— Yet again am I adding force to your dif-
_ likes of fome of us.— Once, my dear, it was perhaps
in your power to have moulded him as you pleafed.
— Could you have been my fifter! — Then had I
a friend in a filter.— But no wonder that he does
not love you now; who could nip in the bud, and
that with a difdain, let me fay, too much of kin
to his haughtinefs, a paffion that would not have
wanted a fervor worthy of the object; and which
poffibly would have made him worthy.
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But no more of this. I will profecute my former
intention in my next; which I will fit down to as
foon as breakfaft is over; difpatching this by the
meflenger whom you have fo kindly fent to inquire
after us on my filence. Mean time, Iam,

Your moft affectionate and obliged
Friend and Servant,

Cr. HARLOWE.

LoESE kB e vl
Mifs Crarissa Harrowg, To Mifs Howe.
Harlowe-Place, Jan. zo.

I WILL now refume my narrative of proceedings
here.—IVly brother beingin a good way, altho’ you
may be fure that his refentments are rather heighten-
ed than abated by the galling difgrace he has receiv-
ed, my friends (my father and uncles, however,
if not my brother and fifter) begin to think that
I have been treated unkindly. My mother has
been fo good as to tell me this fince I fent away
my laft.

Neverthelefs I believe they all think that I receive
letters from VIr. Lovelace. But Lord M. . being
inclined rather to fupport than to blame his nephew,
they feem to be fo mueh afraid of Mr. Lovelace,

Cs
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that they do not put it to me whether I do or not;
conniving on the contrary, as it fhould feem, at
the only method left to allay the vehemence of a
{pirit which they have fo much provoked: For he
full infifts upon fatisfaction from my uncles; and
this poflibly (for he wants no art) as the beft way
to be introduced again with fome advantage info
our family. And indeed my aunt Hervey has put
it to my mother, whether it were not beft to pre-
vail upon my brother to take a turn to his York-
thire eftate (which he was intending to do before)
and to ftay there tll all is blown over.

But this is very far from being his intention : For
he has already begun to hint again, that he fhall
never be ealy or fatisfied till I am married ; and, find-
ing neither Mr. Symmes nor Mr. Mullins will be
accepted, has propofed Mr. Wyerley once more,
on the fcore of his great paffion for me. This I
have again rejected ; and but yelterday he mentioned
one who has applied to him by letter, making
high offers. This is IMr. Solmes ; rich Solmes you
know they call him. But this application has not
met with the attention of one fingle foul.

If none of his fchemes of getting me married
take effect, he has thoughts, I am told, of propofing
to me to go to Scotland, that, as the compliment
is, I may put his houfe there in fuch order as‘our
own is in. But this my mother intends to oppole
for her own fake; becaufe, having relieved her, as
fhe 1s pleafed to fay, of the houfhold cares. (for which
my fifter, you know, has no turn) they muft again
devolve upon her if I go. And if the did not oppofe
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I fhould ; for, believe me, I have no mind to
be his houfe-keeper; and I am fure, were I to go
with him , I fhould be treated rather as a fervant
than a fifter: — Perhaps, not the better becaufe I am
his fifter. And if Mr. Lovelace fhould follow me,
things might be worfe than they are now.

But I have befought my mother, who is appre-
henfive of Mr. Lovelace’s vifits, and for fear of whom
my uncles never {tir out without arms and armed fer-
vants ( my brother alfo being near well enough to go
abroad ) to procure me permiffion to be your gueft
for a fortnight, or fo.— Will your mother, think
you, my dear, give me leave?

I darenot 1& to go to my dairy-houfe , as my good
grandfather would call it: For I am now afraid of
being thought to have a wifh to enjoy that inde-
pendcnce to which his Will has entitled me: And as

matters are {ituated, fucha wilh would beimputed to
my regard to the man to whom they have now fo
great an antipathy. And indeed could I be as eafy
and happy hereas I ufed to be, Iwould defy that man
and all hisfex; and neverrepent that I have given the
power of my fortune into my father’s hands.

Juft now, my mother has rejoiced me with the
news that my requefted permiffion is granted. Every
one thinksit beft that I thould go to you, except my
brother. But he was told, that he muft not expect
to rule in every thing. I am to be fent for into the
great parlour, where are my two uncles and my

aunt Hervey, -and to be acquainted with this con-
ceflion in form.
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You know, my dear, that there is a good deal
of folemnity among us. But never was there a
family more united in 1ts different branches than
ours# Our uncles confider us as their own children,
and declare, that it is for our fakes they live fingle.
So that they are advifed with upon every article relat-
ing to us, or that may affect us. It is therefore the
lefs wonder, at a time when they underftand that
Mr. Lovelace 1s determined to pay us an amicable
vifit, as he calls it (but which I am fure cannot
end amicably) that they fhould both be confulted
upon the permiffion I had defired to attend you.

I will acquaint you with what paffed at the
general leave given me to be your gueft. And yet
I know that you will not love my brother the better
for my communication. ButI am angry with him
myfelf , and cannot help it. And befides , it is pro-
per to let you know the terms I go upon, and
their motives for permitting me to go.

Clary, faid my mother as foon as I entered the
great parlour, your requelft to go to Mifs Howe’s for
a few days has been taken into confideration, and
granted —

Much againft my iking, T affure you, faid my
brother , rudely interrupting her.

Son James! faid my father , and knit his brows,

He was not daunted. His arm is in a fling. He
often has the mean art to look upon that, when
any thing is hinted that may be fuppofed to lead
towards the leaflt favor to, or reconciliation with,
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Ms. Lovelace. — Let the girl then (I am often the
girl with him) be prohibited feeing that vile libertine.

Nobody {poke.

Do you hear, fifter Clary? taking their {ilence
for approbation of what he had dictated ; you are
not to receive vifits from Lord IVL..’s nephew.

Every one ftill remained filent.

Do you founderftand the licence you have, Vifs ?
interrogated he.

I would be glad, Sir, faid I, to underftand that
you are my brother;—and that yon would under-
ftand that you are only my brother.

O the fond, fond heart! with a fneer of infult,
lifting up his hands.

Sir, faid I to my father, to your juitice I appeal :
If I have deferved reflection, let me not be fpared.
But if I am to be anfwerable for the rafhnefs —

No more! — No more of either fide, faid my fa-
ther. You are not to receive the vifits of that Love-
lace, tho’. — Nor are you, fon James, toreflect npon
your {ifter. She 1s a worthy child.

Sir, I have done, replied he; and yet I have
her honor at heart, as much as the honor of the reft
of the family.

And hence, Sir, retorted I, your unbrotherly re-
flections upon me!

Well but you obferve, Mifs, faid he, that it is
not I, but your father, that tells you, that you are
not to receive the vifits of that Lovelace.

Coufin Harlowe, faid my aunt Hervey, allow
me to fay , That my coufin Clary’s prudence may be
confided in.
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I am convinced it may , joined my mother.

But, aunt, but, IMadam ( put in my fifter) there
is no hurt, I prefume, in letting my fifter know
the condition fhe goes to Mifs Howe upon ; fince,
if he gets a knack of vifiting her there—

You may be fure, interrupted my uncle Har-
lowe, he will endeavour to fee her there.

So would fuch an impudent man here, faid my
uncle Antony : And ’tis better there than here.

Better no where, faid my father. — I command
you (turning to me) on pain of my difpleafure , that
you fee him not at all.

I will not, Sir, in any way of encouragement,
I do affure you: Nor at all,if I can properly
avoid it.

You know with what indifference, faid my mo-
ther, fhe has hitherto feen him. — Her prudence
may be trufted to, as my fifter Hervey fays.

With what appa—rent indifference , -drolled my
brother.

Son James ! faid my father, fternly !

I have done , Sir, faid he. But again, in a pro-
voking manner, he reminded me of the prohibition.

Thus ended this conference.

Will you engage, my dear , that the hated man
fhall not come near your houfe? — But what an
inconfiftence is this, when they confent tomy going,
thinking his vifits here no otherwifz to be avoided !
—But if he does come, I charge you never leave us
alone together.

As I have no reafon to doubt a welcome from
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your good mother, I will put every thing in order
here, and be with you in two or three d.t}a
Mean time, I am

Your moft affetionate and obliged

Crarissa HARLOWE.

BT B RNl

Mifs Crarissa Harrowe, To Mifs Howe.
(dfter her return from her.)

Harlowe- Place, Feb: 2o0.

I BEG your excufe for not w riting fooner. Alas,
my dear, I ha® fad profpects bdora me! ' My
brother and fifter have fucceeded in all their views.
They have found out another lover for me; an hi-
deous one ! — Yet he is encouraged by every- body.
No wonder that I was ordcled home fo fuddenly.
At an hour’s warning! — No other notice, you
know, than what was brought with the chariot
that was to carry me back. — It was for fear, as I
have been infcrmed (an unworthy fear!) that I
fhould have entered into any concert with Vr. Love-
lace, had I known their motive for commanding
me home; apprehending, ’tis evident, that I fhould
diflike the man they had to propofe to me.

And well mightthey apprehend fo: —For who do
you think he is? — No other than that Solmes! —
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could you have believed it ? — And they are all
determined too; my mother with the reft! — Dear ,
dear excellence ! how could fhe be thus brought over,
when I am affured , thaton his firft being propofed
fhe was pleafed to fay, That had VIr. Solmes the Indies
in pofleffion, and would endow me with them, fhe
fhould not think him deferving of her Clariffa!

The reception I met with at my return, fo differ-
ent from what I ufed to meet with on every little
abfence (and now I had been from them three weeks)
convinced me that I was to fuffer for the happinefs I
had had in your company and converfation for that
moft agreeable period. 1 will give you an account
of it

My brother met me at the door, and gave me his
hand when I ftepped out of the chariot. He bowed
very low; Pray, Mifs, favor me, —1 thought it in
good humor, butfounditafterwards mock - refpect ;

3
and fo he led me in great form M prattling all the
way, inquiring of every body’s health (altho’ I was fo
foon to fee them, and there was hardly time for an-
fwers ) into the great parlour ; where were my father,
mother, my two uncles, and fifter.

I was ftruck all of a heap as foon as I entered , to
fee a folemnity which I had been fo little ufed to on
the like occafions in the countenance of ev ery dear
relation. They all kept their feats. I ran to my fa-
ther, and kneel'd; then to my mother; and met
from both a cold falute: From my hthcr a blefling
but half pronounced ; my mother indeed called me
child, butembraced me not with her ufual indulgent
ardor.
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After I had paid my duty to my uncles, and my
compliments to my fifter, which fhe received with
folemn and ftiff form, I was bid to fit down. But
my heart was full; and I faid it became me to ftand ,
if I could ftand, upon a reception fo awful 'mcl
unufual. I was forced to turn my face from them ,
and pull out my handkerchief.

My unbrotherly accufer herenpon ftood forth, and
charged me with having received no lels than five
or fix vifits at IVlifs Howe’s from the man they had
all fo much reafon to hate (that was the expreffion);
notwith{tanding the commands ] had had to the con.
trary. And he bid me deny it if I could.

I had never been ufed, Ifaid, to deny the truth;
nor would I now., I owned]l had in the three weeks
pafled {feen the perfon, I prefumed he meant, oftener
than five or fix tunes (pray hear me, brother, faid
1; for he was going to flame out): But he always
alked for Mrs, or Mils Howe , when he came.

I proceeded , That I had reafon to believe, that
both Virs. Howe and IVIifs, as matters {ftood, would
much rather bave excufed his vifits; but they had
more than once apologized, that having not the
{ame reafon my papa had to forbid him their houfe,
his rank and fortune entitled him to civility.

You fee, my dear, I made not the pleas I might
have made.

My brother feemed ready to givealoofe to his paf-
fion; my father put on the countenance which al-
ways portends a gathering ftorm; my uncles mut-
tcrmg]y whifpered; and my h{?:f:rdwglavatmOIy held

up her hands. While I begged to be heard out; —




48 THE HISTORY OF Let. 7.
and my mother faid, let the child, that was her
kind word, be heard.

I hoped, Ifaid, there was no harm done: That
it became not me to prefcribe to [VIrs. or Mifs Howe
who fhould be their vifiters: That Mrs. Howe was
always diverted with the raillery that paffed between
Mifs and him : That 1 bad no reafon to challenge
her gueft for my vifiter, as I fhould feem to have
done, had I refufed to go into their company when
he was with them: That I had never feen him out
of the prefence of one or both of thofe Ladies; and
had fignified to him once, on his urging for a few
moments private converfation with me, that unlefs
a reconciliation were effeéted between my family and
his, he mult not expect that I would countenance his
vifits, much lefs give him an opportunity of that
fort.

I told them further, That Mifs Howe fo well un-
derftood my mind , that fhe never left me a moment
while Mr. Lovelace was there: That when he came,
if I was not below in the parlour, I would notfuffer
myfelf to be called to him: Altho’ I thought it would
be an affectation which would give him ndv:mt'ngc ra-
therthan the contraty, if I had left company when he
camein ; or refufed to enter into it when I found he
would ftay any time.

My brother heard me out with fuch a kind of im-
patience as fhowed he was refolved to be diffutisfed
withme, fay what I would. The reft, as the event
has proved , behaved as if they would have been
faustied, had they not further points to carry by in-
timidating me. Allthis made it evident, as Tmentioned

above

B —
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above, that they themielves expedted not my volun-
tary compliance ; and was a tacit confeflion of the
difagreeablenefs of the perfon they had to propofe.

I was no fooner filent than my brother fwore,
altho’ in 'my father’s prefence ({wore, unchecked
either by eyeor countenance ) that, for his part, he
would never be reconciled to that libertine: and that
he would renounce me for a fifter, if I cncour;tged
the addrefles of a man fo obnoxious to them all. —

A man who had like to have been my brother’s
murderer, my fifter faid, with a face even burfting
with reftraint of paffion.

The poor Bella has, you know, a plump high-fed
face, if I may be allowed the expreflion. You, I
know, will forgive me for this liberty of {peech fooner
than I can forgive myfelf: Yet how can one be fuch
a reptile as not to turn when trampled upon!

My father, with vehemence both of action and
voice | my father has, you know, a terrible voice
when he is angry!) told me, that I had met with
too much indulgence in being allowed to refufe this
gentleman, and the other gentleman; and it was
now his turn to be obeyed.

Very true, my mother faid: — And hoped his will
would not now be difputed by a child fo favored.

To fhow they were all of a fentiment, my unc le
Harlowe faid, he hoped his beloved niece only
wanted to }mow her father’s will, to obey it

And my uncle Antony, in his 1Otmhu manner,
added, That furely I would not give them reafon to
appr{:hcn({, that I thought my ;{'i‘:’ln(”:itht‘l"ﬁ favor
to me had made me independent of them all. —1If I

Vor. L D
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did, he would tell me, the Will could be fet afide,
and fhould.

I was aftonifhed, you muft needs think.— Whofe
addreffes now, thought 1, is this treatment prepara-
tive to ? — IMlr. Wyerley’s again ? — or whofe? And
then, as high comparifons, where felfis concerned,
fooner than low, come into young people’s heads;
be it for whom it will, this 1s wooing as the Englifh
did for the heirefs of Scotland in the time of Edward
the fixth. But that it could be for Solmes, how
fhould it enter into my head?

I did not know, I faid, that I had given occaflion
for this barfhnefs. 1 lmpc:l I fhould always have a
juft fenfe of every one’s favor to me, fupcmddt_d
to the duty I owed as a daughter and a niece: But
that T was fo much furprifed at a reception fo unufual
and unexpected , that I hoped my papa and mamma
would give me leave to retire, in order to recollect

myfelf
No one gainfaying, I made my filent compliments,
and withdrew ; — leaving my brother and fifter, as

1 thought, pleafed; and as if they wanted to con-
gratulate ucll other on having occafioned fo fevere
a beginning to be made with me.

1 went up to my chamber, and there with my
faithful Hannah deplored the determined face which
the new propofal, it was plain they bhad to make
me, Wore.

1 had not recovered myflelf when I was fent for
down to tea. 1 begged by my maid to be exculed
attending ; but on the repeated command, went
down with as much chearfulnefs as I could affume;
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and had a new fault to clear myfelfof: For my brother,
fo pregnant a thing is determined ill will, by intima-
tions equally rude and intelligible, charged my defire
of being excufed coming down, to fullennefs, becaufe
a certain perfon had been fpoken again{t, upon whom,
as he fuppofed, my fancy ran.

I could eafily anfwer you, Sir, faid I, as fucha
reflettion deferves; but I forbear. If I do not find
a brother in you, you fhall have a fifter in me.

Pretty meeknefs! Bella whifperingly faid; looking
at my brother, and lifting up her lip in contempt.

He, with an imperious air, bid me deferve his
love, and I fhould be fure to have it.

As we fat, my mother, in her admirable manner,
expatiated upon brotherly and fifterly love; indulg-
ently blamed my brother and fifter for having taken
up difpleafure too lightly againft me; and politically,
if 1 may {o fay, anfwered for my obedience to my
father’s will. — Then it would be all well, my f’tthu
was pleafed to fay : Then they fhould {lotc upon me,
was my brother’s expreflion: Love me as well as
ever, was my fifter'’s; and my uncles’, That I then
thould be the pride of their hearts. — But, alas! what
a forfeiture of all thefe muft I make!

This was the reception I had on my return from
you.

Mr. Solmes came in before we had done tea. My
uncle Antony prefented him to me, asa gentleman
he had a particular friendfhip for. My uncle Har-
lowe in terms equally favorable for him. My father
faid, Mr. Solmes is my friend, Clariffa Harlowe.
My mother looked at him, and looked at me, now
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and then, as he fat near me, I thought with con- ¢
cern — I at her, with eyes appealing for pity. At

him, when I could glance at bim, with difguit little

fhort of afdrightment. While my brother and fifter |
Mr. Solmes'd him, and Sirr’'d him up, at every word. |
So (:.u[‘cl'r\:;i, n n]f}rl, b}: :ii]; — yet fuch a wretch!

— But 1 will at prefent only add, my humble thanks

and duty to your honored mother (to whom I will
particularly write, to exprefs the grateful fenfe I have

of her goodnefls to me), and that I am

Your ever obliged

CL. HARLOWE.

LEE PR R S VAEEEL
Mifs Crarissa Harroweg, To Mifs Howe. |
Feb. 24

THE-Y drive on here at a furious rate. The man
lives here, I think. He courts them, and is more
and more a favorite. Such terms, {uch fettlements!
That's the cry.

O my dear, that I had not reafon to deplore
the family-fault, immenfely rich as they all are! But
this I may the more unrefervedly fay to you, aswe |
have often joined in the fame concern: I, for a
father and uncles; you, for a mother; in every other
vefpect faultlefs.
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Hitherto, I feemed to be delivered over to my
brother, who pretends as great love to me as ever.

You may believe, I have been very fincere with
him. But he affects to rally me, and not to believe
it poflible, that one fo dutiful and fo difcreet as his
fifter Clary can refclve to difoblige all her friends.

Indeed, [ tremble at the profpect before me; for
it is evident that they are {trangely determined.

My father and mother indultrioully avoid giving
me opportunity of fpeaking to them alone. They
alk not for my approbation, intending; as it fhould
feem, to fuppofe me into their will. And with them
I fhall hope to prevail, or with nobody. They
have not the interelt in compelling me, as my bro-
ther and fifter have; I fay lefs therefore to them,
referving my whole force for an audience of my
father, if he will permit me a patient ear. How
difficult is it, my dear,sto give a negative, where
both duty and inclination join to make one wifh
to ‘oblige!

I have already ftood the fhock of three of this
man’s particular vifits, befides my fhare in his more
general ones; and find it is- impoffible I fhould ever
endure him. He has but a very ordinary fhare of
underftanding; i1s wvery illiterate; knows nothing
but the value of eftates, and how to improve them,
and what belongs to land - jobbing and hufbandry.
Yet am I as one ftupid, I think. They have be-
gun fo cruelly with he, that I have not fpirit enough
to aflert my own negative.

They had endeavoured it feems to influence my
good IVirs. Norton before I came home—So intent
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are they to ‘carry their point! And her opinion
not being to their liking, fhe has been told that (he
would do well to decline vifiting here for the pre-
fenc: Yet fhe is the perfon of all the world, next to
my mother, the molt likely to prevail upon me;
were the meafures they are engaged in reafonable
meafures, or fuch as fhe could think fo.

My aunt likewife having faid that fhe did pot
think her niece could ever be brought to like Mr.
Solmes, has been obliged to learn another leffon.

I am to have a vifit from her to morrow. And,
fince I have refufed fo much as to hear from my
brother and fifter what the noble fettlements are
to be, fhe 1s to acquaint me with the particulars;
and to receive from me my determination: For
my father, I am told, will not have patience
but to fuppofe that I fhall ftand in oppofition
to his will.

Mean time it has been fignified to me, that it
will be acceptable if I do not think of going to
church next Sunday.

The fame fignification was made me for laft
Sunday ; and I obeyed. They are apprehenfive
that Mr. Lovelace will be there with defign to
come home with me.

Help me dear Mifs Howe, to a little of your
charming fpirit; I never more wanted it

The man, this Solmes, you may fuppofe, has
no reafon to boaft of his progrefs with me. He has
not the fenfe to fay any thing to the purpofe. His
courtfhip indeed 1s to them ; and my brother pre-
tends to court me as his proxy, truly '—I utterly
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to my brother reje¢t his addrefs; but thinking a
perfon fo well received and recommended by all
my family, entitled to good manners, all [ fay againit
him is affectedly ateributed to coynefs: And he, not
being fenfible of his own imperfections , believes
that my avoiding him when I can, and the referves
1 exprefs, are owing to nothing elfe:—For, as I
faid, all his courthip is to them; and I have no
opportunity of faying no, to one who alks me not
the queftion. And fo with an air of mannifh fupe-
riority , he feems rather to pity the bafhful girl,
than to apprehend that he fhall not fucceed.

Feliruary 25.

I have had the expe@ted conference with my
aunt.

I have, been obliged to hear the man’s propofals
from her ; and have been alfo told what their
motives are for efpoufing his intereft with fo much
warmth. 1 am even loth to mention how equally
unjuflt it is for him to make fuch offers, or for
thofe I am bound to reverence to accept of them.
I hate him more than before. One great eftate is
already obtained at the expenfe of the relations to
it, tho' diftant relations, my brother’s, I mean,
by his godmother; and this has given the hope,
however chimerical that hope, of procuring others;
and that my own at leaft may revert to the family.
And yet in my opinion the world is but one great
family. Originally it was fo. What then is this
narrow felfifhnefs that reigns in us, but relationfhip
remembered againft relationthip forgot?

Da

—
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But here , upon my abfolute refufal of him upon
any terms, have I had a fignification made me
that woupds me to the heart. How can I tell it
you? YetlI muft. It is, my dear, that I muft
not for a month to come, or till licence obtained,
correlpond with any body out of the houfe.

My brother, upon my aunt’s report fmade, how-
ever, as I am informed, in the gentleft manner,
and even giving remote hopes, which fhe had no
commiffion from me to give) brought me, in au-
thoritative terms, the prohibition.

Not to IVlifs Howe ? faid 1.

No, not to Mifs Howe, Madam, tauntingly :
For have you not acknowledged, that Lovelace
is a favorite there?

See , my dear Mifs Howe! —

And do you think, brother, this is the way —

Do you look to that. — lmt your letters will be
ftopt, I can tell you.—And away he flung.

My filter came to me foon after— Sifter Clary,
you are going on in a fine way, I underftand.
But as there are people who are fuppofed to hard-
en you againit your duty, I am to tell you, that
it will be taken well if you avoid vifits or vifitings
for a week or two till further order.

Can this be from thofe who have authority —

Alk them; alk them, child, with a twirl of her
finger —I have dt.]l\'(.l‘ed my meflage. Your father
will be obeyed. He is willing to hope you to be
all obedience, and would prevent all incitements
to refractorinefs.
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I know my duty, faid I; and hope I fhall not
find impoffible conditions annexed to it.

A pert young creature, vain and conceited, {he
called me. I was the only judge in my own wife
opinion, of what was right and fit. She, for her
part, had long feen into my fpecious ways: And
now I fhould fthow every body what I was at
bottom.

Dear Bella, faid I! hands and eyes lifted up —
why all this? —Dear, dear Bella, why —

None of your dear, dear, Bella’s to me.—1 tell
you, I{ee through your witchcrafts ( that was her
ftrange word ): And away fhe flung; adding, as
the went, And fo will every-body elfe very quick-
ly, 1 dare fay.

Blefs me, faid I to myfelf, what a filter have
I'! —How have 1 deferved this.

Then I again regretted my grandfather’s too dif-
tinguifhing goodnefs to me.

Feb. 25, in the evening.

What my brother and fifter have faid againft me
1 cannot tell: — But I am in heavy difgrace with
my father.

I was fent for down to tea. I went with a very
chearful afpeét; but had occafion foon to change it,

Such a folemnity in every body’s countenance!—
My mother’s eyes were fixed upon the tea cups;
and when fhe looked up, it was heavily, as if her
eye-lids had weights upon them; and then not to
me. My father fat half-afide in his elbow chair,
that his head might be turned from me; his hands

%
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clafped, and waving, as it were, up and down;
his fingers, poor dear gentleman! in motion, as if
angry to the very ends of them. My fifter fat
fwelling. My brother looked at me with fcorn,
having meafured me, as [ may fay, with his eyes
as I entered, from head to foot. My aunt was
there, and looked upon me as if with kindoefls
reftrained, bendiog coldly to my compliment to her
as fhe fat; and then caft an eye firft on my brother,
then on my fifter, as if to give the reafon, fo I
am willing to conftrue it, of her unufual ftiffnefs.—
Blefs me, my dear! that they fhould chufe to inti-
midate rather than invite a mind, tll now, not

thought either unperfuadable or ungenerous. {
I took my feat. Shall I make tea, Madam? to
my mother. — I always ufed, you know, my dear,

to make tea.

No! a very fhort fentence, in one very fhort
word, was the expreflive anfwer. And fhe was
pleafed to take the canifter in her own hand.

My brother bid the footman who attended, leave
the room. I, faid he, will pour out the water.

My heart was up at my mouth. I did not know
what to dowith myfelf. What is to follow ? thousht L.

Juft after the fecond difh, out ftept my mother—
[ A word with you, fifter H rvey! taking her in her
A hand. Ple{lnt]y my fifter dropt away. Then my
i brother. So I was left alone with my father.

He looked fo very fternly, that my heart failed
me, as twice or thrice I wonld have addreffed my-
{elf to hlﬂ‘l, I'lﬂrhh!g but folemn {ilence on all lmnds
having paffed before.
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At laft, I afked, If it were his pleafure that I
fhould pour him out another difh?

He anfwered me with the fame angry monofyl-
lable which I had received from my mother before ,
and then arofe, and walked about the room. I
arofe too, with intent to throw myfelf at his feet;
but was too much over-awed by his fternnefs, even
to make fuch an expreffion of my duty to him as
my heart overflowed with.

At laft, as he fupported himfelf, becaufe of his
gout, on the back of a chair, I took a little more
courage; and approaching him , befought him to
acquaint me in what I had offended him?

He turned from me, and in a ftrong voice, Clarifla
Harlowe, faid he; know, that 1 will be obeyed.

God forbid, Sir, that you fhould not! —1 have
never yet oppofed your will —

Nor I your whimfies, Clariffa Harlowe, inter-
rupted he.— Don't let me run the fate of all who
fhow indulgence to your fex; to be the more con-
tradicted for mine to you.

My father, you know, my dear, has not, any
more than my brother, a kind opinion of our fex;
altho’ there is not a more condefcending wife in the
world than my mother.

I was going to make proteftations of duty—No
proteftations, girl! No words! I will not be prated
to! I will be obeyed! I have no child, T will have
no child, but an obedient one.

Sir, you never had reafon, I hope —

Tell me not of what T never had, but what I
have , and -what I fhall have.

g




6o THE HISTORY OF Let. '8

Good Sir, be pleafed to hear me — My brother
and my fifter, I fear —

Your brother and fifter fhall not be fpoken againft,
girl! —They have a jult concern for the honor of
my family.

And 1 hope, Sir-—

Hope nothing. — Tell me not of hopes, but of
facts. I alk nothing of you but what is in your
power to comply with, and what it is your duty
to comply with.

Then, Sir, I will comply with it — But yet I
hope from your goodnefs —

No expoftulations! No buts, girl! No qualifyings,
I will be obeyed, I tell you; and cheatfully too!
—or you are no child of mine!

I wept.

" Let me befeech you, my dear and ever-honored
papa (and I dropt down on my knees) that I may
have only yours and my mamma’s will, and not
my brother’s to obey.

I was going on; but he was pleafed to withdraw,
leaving me on the floor; faying, That he would
not hear me thus by fubtilty and cuoning aiming
to diftinguifh away my duty, repeaung, that he
would be obeyed.

My heart is too full ;—fo full, that it may endanger
my duty, were I to try to unburden it to you on
this occafion: So I will lay down my prn.'* But
can —Yet, pofitively, I will lay down my pen!—

(=}
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LB T T - Rosl s
Mifs Crarissa Harrowe, To IMifs Howe.
Feb. 26, in the morning.

MY aunt, who ftaid here laft night, made me
a vifit this morning as foon as it was light. She
tells me, that I was left alone with my father yefter-
day on purpofe that he might talk to me on my
expected obedience! but that he owned he was put
befide his purpofe, by reflecting on fomething my
brother had told him in my disfavor, and by his
impatience but to fuppofe, that fuch a gentle fpirit
as mine had hitherto feemed to be, fhould prefume
to difpute his will, in a point where the advantage
of the whole family was to be fo greatly promoted
by my complance.

I find, by a few words which dropt unawares
from my aunt, that they have all an abfolute de-
pendence upon what they fuppole to be a meeknefs
in my temper. But in this they may be miftaken;
for I verily think, upon a ftri¢t examination of
myfelf, that 1 have almoft as much in me of my
father’s as of my mother’s family.

My uncle Harlowe it feems is againft driving me
upon extremities: But my brother has engaged,
that the regard I have for my reputation, and my
principles, will bring me round to my duty; that’s
the expreflion. Perhaps I fhall have reafon to wifh
I had not known this.
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My aunt advifes me to fubmit for the prefent to
the interdicts they have laid me under; and indeed
to encourage IVIr. Solmes’s addrefs. I have abfo-
lutely refufed the latter, let what will (as I have
told her) be the confequence. The vifiting prohi-
bition I will conform to. But as to that of not
correfponding with you, nothing but the menace
that our letters fhall be thICLptLd can engage my
obfervation of it

She believes that this order is from my father, and
that my mother has not been confulted upon it. She
fays, thatit is given, as fhe has reafonto think, purely
in confideration to me, left I fhould mortally offend
him; and this from the incitements of other people
(meaning you and IMifs Lloyd, I make no doubt)
rather than by my own will. For ftill, as fhe tells
me, he {peaks kind and pmifcfu things of me.

H(JL is clemency ! Here is indulgence!— And fo
it 1s to prevent a headftrong child as a good prince
would wifh to deter difaffected fubjects, from run-
ning into rebellion, and fo forfeiting every thing!
But this is all owing to the young man’s wifdom of
my brother; a plotter without a head, and a bro-
ther without a heart!

How happy might I have been with any other
brother in the world but James Harlowe; and with
any other fifter but his fifter! Wonder not my
dear, that I, who ufed to chide you for thefe fort
of liberties with my relations, now am more un-
duuful than you ever was unkind. I cannot bear
the thought of being c‘epnvui of the principal plea-
fure of my Iife; for fuch is your conyerfation by
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perfon and by letter. And who, befides, can bear
to be made the dupe of fuch low cunning, operat-
ing with fuch high and arrogant paffions?

But can you, my dear Mifs Howe, condefcend
to cawy on a private correfpondence with me? —
If you can, there is one way I have thought of,
by which it may be done.

"You muft remember the green lane, as we call it,
that runs by the {ide of the wood-houfe and poultry-
yard where I keep my bantams, pheafants and pea-
hens, which generally engage my notice twice a
day; the more my favorites becaufle they were my
grand-father’s, and recommended to my care by
him; and therefore brought hither from my Dairy-
houle {ince his death.

The lane 1s lower than the floor of the wood-
houfe; and in the {ide of the wood-houfe the boards
are rotted away down to the floor for half an ell
together in feveral places. Hannah can ftep into the
lane, and make a mark with chalk where a letter

or parcel may be pulhed in, under fome fticks;

which may be fo managed as to be an unfufpected
cover for the written depofits from either.

I have been juft now to look at the place, and
find it will anfwer. So your faithful Robert may,
without coming near the houfe, and as only pafs-
ing through the green lane, which leads to two
or three farm-houfes (out of livery, if you pleafe)
very ealily take from thence my letters, and de.
polit yours.

This place is the more convenient, becaufe it i




64 THE HISTORY OF

Let. 9.

feldom reforted to, but by myfelf or Hannah, on
the above mentioned account; for it is the general
ftore houfe for firing, the wood for conftant ufe
being nearer the houfe.

One corner of this being feparated off fgr the
roofting-place of my little poultry, either fhe or I
fhall never want a pretence to go thither.

Try, my dear, the fuccefs of a letter this way ;
and give me your opinion and advice what to do
in this diferaceful fituation, as I cannot but call it;
and what you think of my profpects; and what
you would do in my cale.

But before-hand I will tell you, that your advice
muft not run in favor of this Solmes; and yet 1t
is very likely they will endeavour to engage your
mother, in order to induce you, who have fuch
an influence over me, to favor him.

Yet, on fecond thoughts, if you incline to that
fide of the queftion, I would have you write your
whole mind. Determined as I think I am, and
cannot help it, I would act leaft give a patient hear-
ing to what may be faid on the other fide. For
my regards are not {o much engaged (upon my
word they are not, I know not myfelf if they be)
to another perfon as fome of my friends fuppofe;
and as you, giving way to your lively vein,
upon his laft vifits, affected to fuppofe. What
preferable favor I may have for him to any other
perfon , is owing more to the ufage he has receiv-
ed, and for my fake borne, than to any perfonal
confideration.

I write a few lines of grateful acknowledgment to
your
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your good mother for her favors to me in the late
happy period. I fear I fhall never know fuch an.
other. 1 hope fhe will foreive me, thatl did not
write {fooner.

The bearer, if fufpected and examined , is to pro-
duce that as the only one he carries. :

How do needlefs watchfulnefs and undue reftraint
produce artifice and contrivance! I fhould abhor
thele clandeftine correfpondencies, were they not
forced upon me. They have fo mean, fo low an
appearance to myfelf, that I think I onght not to
expect that you fhould take part in them.

But why (as I have alfo expoftulated with m
aunt) muft I be pufhed into a ftate, which I have
no wifh to enter into, altho’ I reverence it?-—
Why fhould not my brother, fo many years older,
and fo earneflt to fee me engaged , be firft engag-
ed 2= And why fhould not my fifter be firlt
provided for ?

But here I conclude thefe unavailing expoftula-
tions, with the affurance, that 1 am, and ever
will be,

Your affe®ionate

CraArIssa HARLOWE.

Vor. I B
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L E B dE RN
Mifs Howe, To Mifs CLARISSA HARLOWE.
Feb. 27-

“RTH AT odd heads fome people have! — Mifs
Clariffa Harlowe to be facrificed in marriage to IVIr.
Roger Solmes! — Aﬁomﬂn:‘g

1 muft not, you fay’, give my advice in favor
of this man! — You now convince me, my dear,
that you are nearer of kin than I thought you, to
the family that could think of fo prepofterous a
match, or you would never have had the lealt no-
tion of my advifing in his favor.

Alk me for his pi¢ture. You know I have a good
hand at drawing an ugly likenefs. But I'll fee a little
further firt: For who knows what may happen,
{ince matters are in fuch a train ; and fince you have
not the courage to oppofe fo overwhelming a torrent ?

You alk me to help you to a little of my {pirit.
Are you in earneft? But it will not now I doubt
do you fervice,— It will not fit naturally upon you.
You are your mother’s girl, think what you will;
and have violent {pirits to contend with. ‘Alas! my
dear, you fhould have borrowed fome of mine a

little fooner ; —that is to fay, before you had given
the management of your eftate into the hands of
thofe who think they bave a prior claim to it. What
tho’ a father’s! — Has not that facher two elder chil-
dren? — And do they not both bear more of his
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ftamp and image than you do? —Pray, my dear,
call me not to account for this free queftion; left
your application of my meaning , on examination ,
prove to be as fevere as that.

Now 1 have launched out a little, indulge me
one word more in the {fame ftrain — I will be decent,
I promife you. I think you might have known, that
AvVARICE and ENVY are two paffions that are not
to be fatisfied the one by giving, the other by the
envied perfon’s continuing to deferve and excel. —
Fuel, fuel both, all the world over, to flames in-
fatiate and devouring.

But fince you alk for my opinion, you muft tell
me all you know or furmife of their inducements.
And if you will not forbid me to make extracts from
your letters for"the entertainment of my aunt and
coufin in the little Ifland, who long to hear more
of your affairs, it will be very obliging.

But you are fo tender of fome people who have
no tendernefs for any body but themfelves, thatI
mult conjure you to fpeak out. Remember, that a
friendfhip like ours admits of no referves. You may
truft my impartiality. It would be an affront to your
own judgment, if you did not: Fordo you not alk
my advice ? And have you not taught me that friend-
fhip fhould never give a bias againft juftice ? — Juf-
tify them thereforeif youcan. Letusfee ifthere be any
{enfe, whether fufficient reafon ornot, in their choice.
At prefent I cannot (and yetI know a good deal of
your family} have any conception how all of them,
your mother and youraunt Hervey in particular, can
join with the reft againftjudgments given. Asto fome

o
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of the others, I cannot wonder at any thing they
do or attempt to do where felf 1s concerned.

You alk, why may not your brother be firft en-
gaged 1n wedlock ? —T1l tell you why : His tem-
per and his arrogance are too well known to induce
women he would afpire to, to receive his addrefles,
notwithftanding his great independent acquifitions
and {till greater profpects. Letme tell you , my dear,
thofe acquifitions have given him more pride than
reputation. To me he is the moft intolerable crea-
ture that I ever converfed with. The treatment you
blame, he merited from one whom he addreffed with
the air of a perfon who prefumes that he 1s about
to confer a favor, rather than to receive one. I
ever loved to mortfy proud and infolent fpirits.
What , think you,makes me bear Hickman near me,
but that the man is humble, and knows and keeps
his diftance ?

As to your queftion, why your elder {ifter may
not be firlt provided for ? I anfwer, becaufe (he muft
have no man, but one who has a great and clear
eftate; that’s one thing. Another is, becaufe fhe
has a younger fifter. Pray, my dear, be fo good as
to tell me, What man of a great and clear eftate
would think of that elder fifter, while the younger
were fingle?

You are all toorich to be happy, child. For muft
not each of you, by the conftitutions of your family,
marry to be ftill richer? People who know in what
their main excellence confifts, are not to be blamed
{are they?) for cultivatingand improving what they
think moft valuable ? — Is true happinefs any part of
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your family view ? —So far from it, that none of your
family but yourfelf could be happy were they not
rich. So let them fret on, grumble and grudge, and
accumulate; and wondering what ails them that they
havenot happinefs when they have riches, think the
caufe i1s want of more ; and fo go on heaping up,
till death, as greedy an accumulator as themfelves A
gathers them into his garner.

Well then once more I fay, do you, my dear, tell
me what you know of their avowed and general mo-
tives; and I will tell you more than you will tell me
of their failings! Your aunt Hervey, you fay, has
told you: Why muft I alk you to let me know them
when you condefcend to alk my advice on the occa-
fion ?

That they prohibit your correfponding withme , is
a wifdom I neither wonder at, nor blame them for;
fince it is an evidence to me, that they know their
ownfolly; andifthey do,isit ftrange that they fhould
be afraid to truft another’s judgment upon it ?

I am glad you have found outa way to correfpond
with me. I approve it much. I fhall more, if this
firlt trial of it prove fuccefsful. But fhould it not,
and fhould it fall into their hands, it would not con-
cern me but for your fake.

We have heard before you wrote, that all was not
right between your relations and you at your coming
home : That Mr. Solmes vifited you , and that with
a profpect of fuccefs. But I concluded the miftake
lay in the perfon; and that his addrefs was to Mifs
Arabella. And indeed had fhe been as good-natured
as your plump ones generally are, I fhould have

E 3
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thought her too good for him by half. This muft
certainly be the thing , thought I; and my beloved
friend is fent for to advife and affift in her nuptial
preparations. Who knows, faid I to my mother,
but that when the man has thrown afide his yel-
low full buckled peruke, and his broad-brimmed
beaver (both of which 1 fuppofe were Sir Oliver’s
beft of long ftanding ) he may cut a tolerable figure
dangling to church with Mifs Bell ! —The woman,
as fhe obferves, fhould excel the man in features ; and
where can fhe match fo well for a foil ?

I indulged this furmife againft ramor, becaufe I could
not believe that the abfurdeft people in England
could befo very abfurd as to think of this man for you.

We heard moreover, thatyou received no vifiters.
I could affign no reafon for this ; except that the pre-
parations for your fifter wereto be private, and the
ceremony fudden, for fear this man fhould, asanother
man did, change his mind. Mifs Lloyd and Mifs
Biddulph were with me to inquire what I knew of
this ; and of your not being at church, either morn-
ing or afternoon , the funday after your return from
us; to the difappointment of a little hundred of your
admirers, to ufe their words. It was eafy for me to
guefs the reafon to be what you confirm — Their
apprehenfions that Lovelace would be there, and at-
tempt to wait on you home.

My mother takes very kindly your compliments in
your letter to her. Her words upon reading it were :
¢« Mifs Clariffa Harlowe is an admirable young
Lady: Wherever fhe goes, fhe confers a favor;
whomever fhe leaves, fhe fills with regret.”— And
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then a little comparative reflection: “ O my Nancy,
that you had a little of her fweet obligingnels!”

No matter. The praife was yours. You are me;
and I enjoyed it. The more enjoyed it, becaufe —
fhall I tell you the truth? — becaufe [ think myfelf
as well as I am — Were it but for this reafon; that,
had I twenty brother James’s, and twenty fifter Bell’s,
not oneof them, nor all of them joined together ,
would dare to treat me as yours prefume to treat you.
The perfon who will bear much, fhall have much to
bear, all the world thro’: "Tis your own fentiment
grounded upon the ftrongeft inftance that can be
given in your own family; tho’ you have fo little
improved by it.

The refult 1s this, That I am fitter for this world
than you: You for the next than me ; — that’s the
difference. — But long, long, for my fake, and for
hundreds of fakes, may it be before you quit us for
company more congenial to you and more worthy
of you!

I communicated to my mother the account you give
of your [trange reception ; alfo what a horrid wretch
they Mave found out for you; and the compulfory
treatment they give you. It only fet her on magnify-
ing her lenity to me on my tyrannical behaviour,
as fhe will call it (mothers muft have their way ,
you know, my dear) to the man whom fhefo warmly
recommends , again{t whom it feems there can be no
jultexception ; and expatiating upon the complaifance
I owe her for her indulgence. So I believe I muft com-
municate to her nothing farther — efpecially as1

E 4
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know fhe would condemn the correfpondence be-
tween us, and that between you and Lovelace, as clan-
deftine and undutiful proceedings, and divulge our
fecret befides: For duty implicitis her cry. And more-
over fthe lends a pretty open earto the preachments of
that {tarch old bachelor your uncle Antony ; and for
an example to her daughter would be more careful
bow fhetakes your part, he the caufe everfo juft.

Yet is not this right policy neither. For prople who
allow nothing will be granted nothing: In other
words, thofe who aim at carrying too many points
will not be able to carry any.

But can you divine, my dear, what that old
preachment-making plump-hearted foul, your uncle
Antony, means by his frequent amblings hither ? —
There 1s fuch {mirking and fmiling between my mo-
ther and him! Such mutual praifes of ceconomy ; and
“ That i1s my way!” — and “ This I do!” — and
“ I am glad it has your approbation , Sir!” and
“ You look into every thing, Madam, — “ No-
thing would be done, if I did not!” — Such excla-
mations againt fervants ! Such exaltings of felf ! And
dear-heart, and good lack ! — and ’lasa day ! & And
now and then their converfation finking into a whif-
pering accent, if I come crofs them ! —I'l] tell you,
my dear, I don’t above half like it.

Only that thefe old bachelors ufually take as many

years to refolve upon matrimony as they can reafon-

ably expect to live, or I fhould be ready to fire upon
his vifits ; and to recommend Mr. Hickman to my
mother’s acceptance , as a2 much more eligible man:
For what he wants in years, he makes up in gravity :
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And if you will not chide me, I will fay, That
there 1s a primnefs in both ( efpecially when the man
has prefumed too much with me upon my mother’s
favor for him, and i1s under difcipline on that ac-
count ) as makes them feem near of kin: Andthen in
contemplation of my faucinefs, and what they both
bear from it, they figh away ! —and feem fo mightily
to compaflionate each other, that if pity be but one
remove from love, I am in no danger, while they
both are in a great deal, and don’t know it.

Now, mydear, I know you will be upon me with
your grave airs: So in for the lamb, as the faying is,
in for the fheep; and do you yourfelf look about you:
for I'll have a pull with you by way of being afore
hand. Hannibal, we read, always advifed to attack
the Romans upon their own territories.

You are pleafed to fay, and upon your word too!
that your regards (a mighty, quaint word for affec-
tions) are not fo much engaged, asfome ofyour friends
fuppoﬁ,, to another perfon. Whatneed you give one
to imagine, my dear, that the laft month or two has
been a period extrcmcly favorable to that other per-
fon! — whom it has made an obliger of the niece
for his patience with the uncles.

But, to pafs that by — fo much engaged ! — How
much, my dear? — Shall I mfu‘? fome of your
friends fuppofe a great rhal youfeem toown a little.

Don’t be angry. It is all fair; becaufe you have
not 1cknow1ed%d to me th‘ Iittle. I’coplnl have
heard you fay, who affe@ fecrets, always excite cu-
riofity.

But you proceed with a kind of drawback upon
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your averrment, as if recollection had given you a
doubt—You know not yeurfelf, if they be (fo much
engaged ). Woas it neceflary to fay this, to me? —
and to fay it upon your word? — But you know
beft. — Yet you don’t neither I believe. Fora begin-
ning love 1s acted by a fubtle {pirit; and often times
difcovers itfelfto a by-ftander, when the perfon poffefi-
ed ( why fhould I not callit poffefled ? } knows notit
has fuch a demon.

But further you fay, What PREPERABLE favor
you may have for him to any other perfon, is owing
more to the nfage he has received, and for your fake
borne, than to any perfonal confideration.

This is generoufly faid. Itis in character. But, O
my friend, depend upon it, you are in danger. Depend
upon it, whether you know it or not, you area little
infor’t. Your native generofity and greatnefs of mind
endanger you: All your friends, by fighting againft
him with impolitic violence, fight for him. And
Lovelace, my life for yours, notwith{tanding all his
veneration and affiduities, has feen further than that
veneration and thofe affiduities ( fo well calculated to
your meridian ) will let him own he has feen — Has
feen, in fhort, that his work is doing for him more
effectually than he could do it for himfelf. And have
you not before now faid, That nothing is fo pene-
trating as the eye of a lover who has vanity ? And
who fays Lovelace wants vanity ?

In fhort, my dear, it is my opinion, and that from
the eafinefs of his heart and behaviour, that he has
feen more than I have feen; more than you think
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could be feen; — more than I believe you yourfelf
know, or elfe you would have let me know it.

Already , in order to reftrain him from refenting
the indignities he has received, and which are daily
offered him, he has prevailed upon you to corre-
fpond with him privately. I know he has nothing
to boaft of from what you have written: But is not
his inducing you to receive his letters, and to an-
fwer them , a great point gained ? By your infifting
that he fhould keep this correfpondence private, it
appears that there is one fecret which you do not
wifh the world fhould know; and he is mafter of
that fecret. He is indeed himfelf, as I may fay, that
fecret! What an intimacy does this beget for the
lover! How is it diftancing the pareut!

Yet who, as things are fituated, can blame you?—
Your condefcenfion has no doubt hitherto prevented
great mifchiefs. It muft be continued, for the fame
reafons, while the caufe remains. You are drawn in
by.a perverfe fate againft inclination: But cuftom,
with fuch laudable purpofes, will reconcile the incon-
veniency and make an inclination. — And I would
advife you (as you would wifh to manage on an oc-
cafion {o critical with that prudence which governs
all your acions) not to be afraid of entering upon
a clofe examination into the true fprings and grounds
of this your generofity to that happy man.

It is my humble opinion, 1 tell you frankly, that
on inquiry it will come out to be LOVE — Don't
ftart, my dear! — Has not your man himfelf had na-
tural philofophy enough to obferve already to your
aunt Hervey, that love takes the deepeft rootin the
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{fteadieft minds? The deuce take hisfly penetration,
Iwas going to fay; for this was fix or feven weeks ago.

I have been tin¢tured, you know. Nor on the
cooleft refle¢tion, could I account how and when the
jaundice began; buthad been over head and ears, as
the faying is, but for fome of that advice from you,
which I now return you. Yet my man was not half
fo— fo what, my dear ?— To be fure Lovelace isa
charming fellow. And were he only — But I will not
make yoh glow, as you read — Upon my word I will
not. — Yet, my dear, don’t you find at your heart
fomewhat unufual make it go throb, throb, throb,
as you read julthere? —If you do, don’t be alhamed
to ownit—It is your generofity, my love! that’s all,
— But, astheRoman augur faid, Cwzfar, beware of
the Ides of IVIarch!

Adieu, my deareft friend. — Forgive, and very
{peedily, by the new-found expedient , tell me,
that you forgive,

Your ever-affectionate

ANNA Howek.
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