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Let. zoo CLARISSA HARLOWE. 113

BPET T ER XX
Mifs Ar. HarLowg, To IVIifs CL. HARLOWE.
In Anfwer to hers of Friday July 21. Let. V
O my unhappy loft fifter!
Thurlday, July 27.
VVHAT a miferable hand have you made of

your romantic and giddy expedition! — 1T pity you
at my heart.

You may well grieve and repent! — Lovelace
has left you! — In what way or circumftances,
you know beft. .

I wifh your conduct had made your cafe more
pitiable. But ’tis your own feeking!

God help you! — For you have not .a friend
will look upon you! — Poor, wicked , undone
creature ! — Fallen, as you. are, againft warning,

againft expoftulation, againft duty!

But it {ignifies nothing to reproach you. I weep
over you.

My poor miother! — Your rafhnels and folly
have made her more miferable than youn can be.
— Yet fhe has befought my father to grant your
requeft.

My uncles joined with her; for they thought there
was a little more modefty in your letter, than mn
the letters of your per* adviggate : and my father

Vor. VIL H
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is pleafed to give me leave to write; but only thefe
words for him, and no more: “ That he withdraws
the curfe he laid upon you, at the firlt hearing of
your wicked flight, fo far as it is in his power to
do it; and hopes that your prefent punifbment may
be all that you will meet with. For the reft, he
will never own yau, nor forgive you; and grieves
he has fuch a daughter in the world. ”

All this, and more, you have deferved from
him, and from all of us: but what have you done
to this abandoned libertine, to deferve what you
have met with at his hands? — I fear, I fear,
fifter! — But no more! — A bleffed four months
work have you made of it,

My brother is now at Edinburgh, fent thither by
my father (though he knows not this to be the
motive ) that he may not meet your triumphant
deluder.

We are told he would be glad to marry you:
but why, then, did he abandon you? He had kept
you till he was tired of you, no queftion; and it
1s not likely he would wifh to have you but upon
the terms you have already withoutall doubt been his.

You ought to advife your friend Mifs Howe to
concern herfelf lefs in your matters than fhe does,
except fhe could do it with more decency. She
has written three letters to me : very infolent ones,
Your favorer, poor Mrs. Norton, thinks you kaow
nothing of the pert creature’s writing. I hope you
don’t. But then the more impertinent the writer,
But, believing the fond woman, I.fat down the
more readily -to @ﬁwer your letter; and I ‘write
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with lefs feverity I can tell you, than otherwife I
fhould have done, if 1 had anfwered it at all.

Monday laft was your birth-day. Think, poor,
ungrateful wretch, as you are! How we all ufed to
Lu:p it ; and you will not wonder to be told, that
we ran away from one another that day. But God
give you true penitence, if you have it not already!
And it will be true, if it be equal to the fhame
and the forrow you have given us all.

Your afflicted filter,
ARrABELLA HARLOWE.

Your coufin Morden is every day expe&ed in
England. He, as well as others of the f1mily
when he comes to hear what a bleffed piece
of work you have made of it; will wiih you
never had had a being.

LEEBTER:XXI
& Mifs Crarissa HarLowe, To Mifs Howk.

Sunday , July 30.

170U have given me great pleafure, my dearelt

friend, by your approbation of my reafonings, and

of my refolution iounded upon them , never to

have Mr. Lovelace. This approbation is {o right

a thing, give me leave to fay. from the nature of

the cafe, and from the ftri& honor and true dignity
H2
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of mind, which I always admired in my Anna
Howe , that 1 could hardly tell to what, but to
my evil deftiny , which of late would not let me
pleale any body, to attribute the advice you gave
me to the contrary.

But let not the ill ftate of my health, and what
that may naturally tend to, fadden you. 1 have
told you, that I will not run away from life, nor
avoid the means that may continue it, if God fee
fit: ‘and ifs he do not, who fhall repine at his will ?

If it fhall be found, that I have not afted un-
worthy of your love, and of my own character ,
in my greater trials, that will be a happinels to both
on reflection.

The fhock which you 1o earneftly advife me to
try to get above, was a fhock, the greateft that I
could receive. But, my dear, as it was not occa-
fioned by my fault, I hope, I am already gotabove
it. I hope I am.

I am more grieved (at times however) for others,
than for mylelf. And fo I ought. For as to myfelf
I cannot but reflect, that I have had an efc ape ,
rather than a lofs, in mifling Mr. Lovelace for g
buiband — even had he not committed the vileft of
all outrages.

Let any one, who knows my [tory, colleét his
chara@er from' his behaviour to me , before that
outrage ; and then judge , whether it was in the
lealt probable that fuch a man fhould make me
kippy. But to collect his character from his prin-
ciples with regard to the fex in general, and from
his enterprifes upon many of them , and to confider




Lot 2 CLL\RI SSA HARLOWE. 117

the cruelty of his nature, and the fportivcncfs of
his invention, together with the high opinion he
has of himfelf, it wu] not be doubted that a wife
of his muft have been miferable ; and more miferable
if fhe loved him, than fhe could have been were
he to be indifferent to him.

A twelvemonth might very probably have put
a period to my hfu., fituated as I was with my
friends ; perfecuted and harafled as I had been by
my brother and fifter ; and my very heart torn in
pieces by the wilful, and (as it is now apparent)
premeditated lllll)t_l'lrt.\ of the man, whole gratitude
I wifhed to engage , and whofe pn)tufti(m I was
the more entitled to expect, as he had robbed me
of every other, and reduced me to an abfolute
(lfpc.nd ence upon himfelf. Indeed, I once thought
that it was all his view to bring me to this (as he
hated my family ); and uncomfortable enough for
me, if it had been all.

C‘ n it be thought, my dear, that my heart was
not more than half- broken (happy as I was before
I knew Mr. Lovelace) by fuch a grievous change
in my circumftances ? — Indeed it was, Nor, per-
haps, was the wicked violence wanting to have cut
fhort, though poflibly not fo very fhort , a life that
he has fpm'tc'! with.

Had I been his but a month, he muft have pof-
feffed the eftate on which my relations had fet their
hearts ; the more to their regret, as they hated him
as much as he hated them.

Have I not reafon, thefe things confidered, to
think myfelf happier v.;thom Mr. Lovelace than I

H
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could have been with him? — My will too unvio-
lated ; and very little , nay, not any thing as to
him, to reproach myfelf with ?

But with my relations it 1s otherwife. They,
indeed, deferve to be pitied. They are, and no
doubt will long be, unhappy.

To judge of their refentments, and of their con-
duct, we muft put ourfelves in their fituation: —
and while they think me more in fault than them-
felves (whether my favorers are of their opinion,
or not) and have a right to judge for themfelves,
they ought to have great allowances made for them;
my parents efpecially. They f{tand at lealt felf-
acquitted (that cannot I); and the rather, as they
can recollect to their pain, their paft indulgencies
to me, and their unqueftionable love.

Your partiality for the friend you fo much value,
will not eafily let you come into this way of think-
ing. But orly , my dear, be pleafed to confider
the matter in the following light.

“ Here was my IMOTHER, one of the moft pru-
dent perfons of her fex , married into a family,
not, perhaps, fo happily tempered as herfelf ; but
every one of which fhe had the addrefs, for a great
while, abfolutely to govern as fhe pleafed by her
directing wifdom, at the fame time that they knew
not but her prefcriptions were the dictates of their
own hearts; fuch a fweet art had fhe of conquer-
ing by feeming to yield. Think, my dear, what
mult be the pride and the pleafure of fuch a mother,
that in my brother fhe could give a fon to the fa-
mily fhe diftinguifhed with her love, not unworthy
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of their wifhes; a daughter, in my fifter, of whom
fhe had no reafon to be alhamed ; and in me, a
fecond daughter, whom every body complimented
(fuch was their partial favor to me) as being the
ftill more immediate likenels of herfelf? How , felf-
leafed, could fhe fmile round upon a family fhe
had fo bleffed! What compliments were paid her
upon the example fhe had given us, which was
followed with fuch hopeful effects! With what a
noble confidence could fhe look upon her dear
Mr. Harlowe, as a perfon made happy by her: and
be delighted to think, that nothing but purity
{treamed from a fountain {o pure!

“ Now, my dear, reverle, as I daily do, this
charming profpe. See my dear mother, forrowing
in her clofet ; endeavouring to fupprels her forrow
at her table, and in thofe retirements where forrow
was before a ftranger : hanging down her penfive
head : fmiles no more beaming over her benign
afpect : her virtue made to fufler for faults fhe could
not be guilty of: her patience continually tried
(becaufe fhe has more of it than any other) with
repetitions of faults fhe 1s as much wounded by,
as thofe can be from whom fhe fo ofter hears of
them: taking to herfelf, as the fountain-head, a
taint which only had infected one of the under-
currents : afraid to open her lips (were fhe willing)
in my favor, left it fhould be thought fhe has any
bias in her own mind to failings that never could
save been fufpected in her: robbed of that pleafing
merit , which the mother of well- nurtured and
hopeful children may glory in: every one who

- 4
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vifits her, or is vifited by her, by dumb fhow,
and looks that mean more than words can exprefs,
condoling where they ufed to congratulate : the
affected filence wounding: the compaffionating look
reminding: the half-fuppreffed figh in them, calling
up deeper fighs from her; and their averted eyes,
while they endeavour to reftrain the rifing tear,
proveking tears from her, that will not be reftrained.

“"When I confider thefe things, and, added to
thefe, the pangs that tear in pieces the {tronger
heart of my FATHER , becaufe it cannot relieve
itlelf by thofe tears which carry the torturing grief
to the eyes of fofter fpirits: the overboiling tumults
of my impatient and uncontrollable BROTHER,
piqued to the heart of his honor, in the fall of a
fifter , in whom he once gloried: the pride of an
ELDER S1STER, who had given unwjﬂing way to
the honors paid over her head to one born after
her: and, laftly, the difhonor I have brought upon
two UncrLEs, who each contended which fhould
moft favor their then happy niece : — when, I fav,
I reflet upon my fault in thele ftrong, yet jult
lights, what room can there be to cenfure any body
but my unhappy felf? And how much reafon have
I to fay, If I juftify myfelf, mine own heart fhall
condemn me: if I fay, I am perfect, it fhall alfo
prove me perverfe ?

Here permit me to lay down my pen for a few
moments.

You are very obliging to me, intentionally, I

know , when you tell me, It is in my power to
"
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haften the day of Mr. Hickman’s happinefs. But
yet, give me leave to fay, that I admire this kind
affurance lefs than any other paragraph of your
letter.

In the firlt place you know it is not in my
power to fay when I can difmifs my phyfician;
and you fhould not put the celebration of a marriage
intended by yourfelf , and fo defirable to your
mother, upon fo precarious an iffue. Nor will I
accept of a compliment, which muft mean a flight
to her.

If any thing could give me a relith for life, after
what I have fuffered , it would be the hopes of the
continuance of the more than fifterly love, which
has, for years, uninterruptedly bound us together
as one mind. — And why , my dear, fhould you
defer giving (by a tie ftill ftronger) another friend
to one, who hasfo few ?

I am glad you have fent my letter to VIifs Mon-
tague. I hope I fhall hear no more of this unhappy
man.

I had begun the particulars of my tragical ftory:.
but it is fo painful a talk, and 1 bave fo many more
important things to do, and, as I apprehend, fo
little time to do them in, that, could I avoid it, I
would go no farther in it.

Then, to this hour, I know not by what means
feveral of his machinations to ruin me were brought
about ; fo that fome material parts of my fad ftory
muft be defective, if I were to fit down to write it,
But I have been thinking ofa way that will an{wer
the end wilhed for by your motl er and you iull
as well ; perhaps better.
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Mr. Lovelace, it feems, has communicated to
his friend Mr. Belford all that has paffed between
himfelf and me, as he went on. Mr. Belford has
not been able to deny it. So that (as we may
obferve by the way) a poor young creature , whofe
indifcretion has given a libertine power over her,
has a reafon fhe little thinks of, to regret her folly;
firrce thefe wretches , who have no more honor in
one point than in another, fcruple not to make her
weaknefls a part of their triumph to their brother-
libertines.

I have nothing ‘to apprehend of this fort, if I
have the juftice done me in his letters , which Mr.
Belford affures me [ have : and, therefore, the parti-
culars of my ftory, and the bafe arts of this vile
man, will, I think, be beft colle®ed from thofe
very letters of his (if Mr. Belford can be prevailed
upon to communicate them); to which I dare appeal
with the fame truth and fervor as he did, who fays,
“ O that one would hear me! and that mine ad-
verfary had written a book! — Surely, I would
take it upon my fhoulders , and bind it to me as a
crown! For I covered not my tranfgreffions as Adam,
by hiding mine iniquity in my bofom.”

There is one way , which may be fallen upon
to induce Mr. Belford to communicate thefe letters;
fince he feems to have (and declares he always had)
a fincere abhorrence of his friend’s bafenefs to me :
but that, you'll fay , when you hear it, isa {trange
one. Neverthelefs, I am very earneflt upon it at
prefent.

It i1s no other than this
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I think to make IMr. Belford the executor of my
laft will (don’t be furprifed): and with this view I
permit his vifits with the lefs fcruple: and every
time I fee him, from his concern for me, am more
and more inclined to do fo. If I hold in the fame
mind, and if he accept the truft, and will commu-
nicate the materials in his power, thofe, joined with
what you can furnifh, will anfwer the whole end.

I know you will ftart at my notion of fuch an
executor: but pray , my dear, confider, in my
prefent circumftances, what I can do better, as I
am empowered to makea will, and have confiderable
matters in my own difpofal.

Your mother, I am fure, would not confent that
you fhould take this office upon you. #lt might
fubject Mr. Hickman to the infults of that violent
man. [Mrs. Norton cannot, for feveral réafons
refpedting herfelf. My brother looks upon what I
ought to have, as his right : my uncle Harlowe is
already one of my trullees (as my coufin Morden
is the other) for the eftate my grandfather left me:
but you fee I could not get from my own family
the few guineas I left behind me at Harlowe-Place ;
and my uncle Antony once threatened to have my
grandfather’s will controverted. My father ! —
To be fure, my dear, I could not expect that my
father would do all I wifh fhould be done: and a
will to be executed by a father for a daughter (parts
of it, perhaps, abfolutely againft his own judgment)
carries fomewhat daring and prefcriptive in the very
T-.VOI'({.

If, indeed, my coufin Morden were to come in




THE HISTORY OF

time, and would undertake this truft — but even
him it might fubjeét to hazards; and the more, as
he is a man of great fpirit ; and as the other man
{of as great) looks upon me (unprotected as I have
long been) as his property.

\ow IVIr. Belford , as I have already mentioned
knows every thing that'has paffed. He is a man of
{pirit, and, it feems, as fearlefs as the other, with
more humane qualities. You don’t know, my dear,
what inftances of fincere bumanity this '\ll I;dfnrd
has fhown , not only on occafion of the cruel arreft,
but on fL\ eral occafions fince. And Mrs. Lovick
has taken pains to inquire after his general charadter;
and hears a very good one of him, for juftice and
generofit§ in all lns concerns of [Vleum and Tuum ,
as they are called: he has a knowledge of law-
matters ; and has two executorfhips upon him at
this time, in the difcharge of which I:ts honor is
unqueltioned.

All thefe reafons have alread y 1 2 manner deter-
mined me to alk this fl\ or of him; although it will
have an odd found with it to make an intimate
friend of Mr. Lovelace my executor.

This is certain: my brother will be more ac-
quiefcent a great deal in fuch a cale with the articles
of my will, as he will fee that it will be to no
purpole to controvert fome of them', which elfe, I
dare fay , he would controvert, or perfuade my
other friends to do fo. And who would involve
an executor in a law - fuic, if they could hel pit? —
Which would be the cafe, if any body were left,
whom my brother could hope to awe or control,

Let. 21,

i
|
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fince my father has poffeffion of all, and is abfolutely
governed by him. (Angry fpirits, my dear, as I
have often feen, will be overcome by more angry
ones, as well as fometimes be difarmed by the meek.)
— Nor would I wifh, you may believe, to have
effects torn out of my father’s hands: while Mr.
Belford , who is a man of fortune and a good
oeconomift in his wn affairs, would have no intereft
but to do juftice.

Then he exceedingly prefles for fome occafion to
thow his readinefs to ferve me: and he would be
able to manage his violent friend, over whom he
has more influence than any other perfon.

But, after all, I know not, if it were not more
eligible by far, that my ftory, and my Self too,
fhould be {owottcn as foon as pofli ible. And of

this I fhall have the lefs doubt, if the character of
my parents {you will forgive me, my dear) cannot
be guarded againft the unqualified bitternefs, which,
1rom your affectionate zeal for me, has fometimes
mingled with your ink — a point thdt ought , and
(I infift upon it) muft be well confidered of, if any
thing be done which your mother and you are de-
firbus to have done. The generality of the world
is too apt to oppofe a duty — and general duties,
my dear, ought not to be weakened by the juftifi-
cation of a fingle perfon, however unhappily cir-
cumftanced,

My father has been fo good as to take off the
heavy malediction he laid me under. I muft be
now folicitous for a laft blefling; and thatis all I
fhall prefume to petition for, My fifter’s letter,
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communicating this grace, is a fevere one: but as
fhe writes to me as from every body, how could I
expect it to be otherwife ?

If you fet out.to-morrow, this letter cannot
reach you till you get to your aunt Harman’s. 1
fhall, therefore ; direct it thither, as Mr. Hickman
inftructed me.

I hope you wilthave met with no inconveniencies
in your little journey and voyage ; and that you
will have found in good health all whom you wifh
to fee well.

If your relations in the little Ifland join their
folicitations with youf mother’s commands, to
have your nuptials celebrated before you leave them,
let me beg of you, my dear, to oblige them. How
grateful will the notification that you have doneé fo,
be to

Your ever faithful and affetionate

Crarissa HArRLOWE.
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DR DL Y Dl DR O Y ) §
Mifs Crarissa HARLOWE , To IMifs HARLOWE.

Saturday , July 20.

I REPINE not, my dear fifter, at the feverity you
have been pleafed to exprefs in the letter you
favored me with ; becaufe that {feverity was accom-
panied with the grace I had petitioned for; and
becaufe the reproaches of mine own heart are
{tronger than any other perfon’s reproaches can be:
and yet I am not half fo culpable as I am imagined
to be: as would be allowed, if all the circum{tances
of my unbappy ftory were known; and which I
fhall be ready to communicate to [VIrs. Norton, if
fhe be commiflioned to inquire into them; or to
you, my fifter, if you can have patience to hear them.

I remembered with a bleeding heart what day the
24th of July was. I began with the eve of it; and
I paffed the day itlelf — as it was fic I thould pafs it.
Nor have I any comfort to give to my dear and
ever - honored father and mother, and to you, my
Bella, butthis — That, as it was the firft unhappy
anniverfary of my birth, in all probability , it will
be the laft.

Believe me, my dear fifter, I fay not this, merely
to move compaffion; but from the beft grounds.
And as, on that account, I think it of the higheft
importance to my peace of mind to obtain one further
favor, I would chufe to owe to your interceffion,
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as my filter, the leave I beg, to addrefs half a
dozea lines (with the hope of having them an{wered
as 1 wifh) to either or to both my honored parents,
to beg their lalt blefling.

This blefling is all the favor I have now to alk:
It 1s all I dare to alk: yet am I afraid to rufh at
once, though by letter, into the prefence of either.
And if 1 did not alk it, it might feem to be owing
to {tubbornnefs and want of duty, when my heart
is all bumility and penitence. Only, be fo good
as to embolden me to attempt this talk — Write but
this one line, “Clary Harlowe, you are at liberty
to write as you defire.” This will be enough —
and fhall, to my lalt hour be acknowledged as the
greate(t favor , by

Your truly penitent filter,

Crarissa HARLOWE

LETTER
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R TI'E R XXTTIL
Mrs. NorToN, To Mifs CLar1ssA HARLOWE.
My deareft young Lady,
Monday , July 31.
I MUST, indeed, own, that I took the liberty to

write to your mother, offering to inclofe to her, if
fhe gave me leave, yours of the 24th: by which I
thought (he would fee what was the ftate of your
mind ; what the nature of your lalt troubles was,
from the wicked arreft; what the people are where
you lodge; what propolals were made you from
Lord M...’s family; alfo your fincere penitence;
and how much Mifs Howe’s writing to them, in
the terms fhe wrote in, difturbed you — But, as
you have taken the matter into your own hands,
and forbid me, in your laft, to a& in this nice
affair unknown to you, I am glad the letter was
not required of me — and, indeed, it may be better
that the matter lie wholly between you and them;
fince my affection for you is thought to proceed
from partiality.

They would chufe, no doubt, that you fhould
owe to themfelves, and not to my humble mediation,
the favor for which you fo earneftly fue, and of
which I would not have you defpair: for I will
venture to affure yvou, that your mother is ready to
take the firft opportunity to fhow her maternal

Vor. VIL I
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tendernefls: and this I gather from -feveral hints I
[ am not at liberty to explain myfelf upon.
! I long to be with you, now I am better, and
| now my fon is in a fine way of recovery. Butis
' it not hard, to have it fignified to me, that at pre-
fentit will not be taken well, ifI go? — Ifuppole,
while the reconciliation, which I hope will take
place, is negotiating by means of the correfpond-
l ence fo newly opened between you and your fifter.
' But if you would have me come, 1 will rely on
.my good intentions, and nfk every one’s difpleafure.

Mr. Brand has buflinefs in town; to folicit for®
benefice which it is expected the incumbent will be
ﬁ obliged to quit for a better preferment: and when
there, he is to inquire privately after your way of
life,, and of your health.

le'is a very officious young man; and, but that
your uncle Harlowe {who has chofen him for this
errand ) regards him as an oracle, your mother had
rather any body elfe had been fent.

He is one of thofe puzzling, over- doing gentle-
men , who think they fee farther into matters than
any body elle, and are fond of difcovering myfteries
where there are none, 1n order to be thought fhrewd
men.

I can’t fay I like him, either in the pulpit, or
out of it: [ who had a father one of the foundeft
i divines and fineft fcholars in the kingdom; who
| never made an oftentation of what he knew ; but
‘ lovedand venerated the gofpel he taught, preferring
it to all other learning; to be obliged to hear a young
man depart from his text as foon as he has named
it {{o contrary, too, to the example fet hip by his
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learned and worthy principal (*), when his health
permits him to preach); and throwing about, to a
chriftian and country audience, fcraps of Latin and
Greek from the pagan claffics; and not always
brought in with great proprltty neither (if I am to
]le"‘ by the ouly way given me to ILI(!OL of them,
by the Englifh he puts them intc ); 1s an mdu:.mon
of fomething wrong, either in his head, or his heart,
or both; for, otherwife, his education at the uni-
verfity muft have taught him better, You know,
my dear Mifs Clary, the honor I have for the
cloth: it 1s owing to that, that I fay what I do

I know not the day he is to fet out; and as his
inquiries are to be private, be pleafed to take no
notice- of this mtelligence. I have no doubt, that
your life and converfation are fuch, as may defy
the fcrutinies of the moft officious inquirer.

I am juft now told, that you have written afecond
letter to your fifter: but am afraid they will wait
for Mr. Brand’s report, before further favor will be
obtained from them ; for they will not yet believe
you are fo ill as I fear you are

But you would foon find, that you have an in-
dulgent mother, were fhe at liberty to aét according
to her own inclination. And this gives me great
hopes, that all will end well at laft: f 'I\'cr'iv
think you are in the right way to a reconcilia
God give a blefling to it, a and reftore your hea }
and you to all your friends, prays

Your ever - affectionate
JupitH NorToN.

{2

(*) Dr. Lewen.
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Your good mother has privately fent me five
guineas: fhe is pleafed to fay, to help us in the
illnefs we have been afficted with ; but, more
likely, that I might fend them to you, as from
myfelf. I hope, therefore, I may fend them
up, with ten more I bave ftll left.

I will fend you word of Mr. Morden’s arrival,
the moment I know it.

1f "“'l'e't?.’tblt‘, I (hould be glad to know all that
palles between your ILl wions and you.

L EYT B Ri: XXV,
Mifs CrarissA HARLOWE, To IVIrs. NORTON.
W ufll(‘;(‘“i‘ , Aug. 2.

>
‘ OU give me, my dear [VIrs. Norton, great plea-
fure in hearing of yours and your fon’s recovery.
IMay you conunue, for many, many years, a
blefling to each other!

You tell me, that you did actually write to my
mother, of‘t.mn to inclofe to her mine of the 24th
paft: and you fay, it was not required u{ you.
That 15 to fay, ulumu;,_;h you cover it Over as
gently as you could, that your offer was rejected;
which makes it evident, that no E-ig‘z will be heard
for me. Yet, you bid me hope, that the grace I
fued for, would, intime, be granted.

The grace I then fued for was, indeed, granted:
but you are afraid, you fay, thatthey will wait for
Mr. Brand’s report, before favor will be obtained
in return to the fecond letter which I wrote to my
fifter: and you add, that 1 have an indulgent
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mother, were fhe at liberty to ac according to her
own inclination ; and that all will end well at laft.

But what, my dear Mrs. Norton, what is the
grace I fue for in my fecond letter? — It is not
that they will receive me into favor — If they think
it is, they are miftaken. I do not, I cannot expe&t
that: nor, as I have often faid , fhould I, if they
would receive me, bear to live in the eye of thofe
dear friends whom 1 have {o grievoufly offended.
"Tis only, fimply, a blefling I alk: a blefling to die
with; not to live with. — Do they know that?
And do they know, that their unkindnefs will, per-
haps, fhorten my date? So that their favor, if ever
they intend to grant it, may come too late?

Once more, I defire you not to think of coming
to me. I have no uneafinels now, but what pro-
ceeds from the apprehenfion of feeing a man I would
not fee for the world, if I could help it; and from
the feverity of my neareft and deareft relations: a
feverity entirely their own, 1 doubt; for you tell
me, that my brother is at Edinburgh! You would,
therefore, heighten their feverity , and make yourfelf
enemies befides, if you were to come to me —
Don’t you fee that you would ?

Mr. Brand may come, if he will. Heisa clergy-
man, and muft mean well; or I mult think fo, let
him fay of me what he will. All my fear is, that,
as he knows I am in difgrace with a family whofe
efteem he is defirous to cultivate; and as he has
obligations to my uncle Harlowe and to my father;
he will be but a languid acquitter — Not that I am
afraid of what he, or any body in the world, ean

I3
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hear as to my conduc. You may, my reyerend
and dear friend , indeed you may, reft fatisfied, '
that that 1s fuch as may warrant me to challenge thc
:] inquiries of the moft officious.
. I will fend you copies ot what paffes, as yon
: defire, when I have an anfwer to my fecond letcer.
; I now begin to wifh, that I had taken the heart to
| write to my father himfelf; or to my mother, at
{ lealt; inftead of to my fifter; and yet I doubt my
poor mother can do nothing for me of herfelf. A
| {trong confederacy, my dear Mrs, Norton (a {trong
1 confederacy, indeed!) againft a. poor girl , their
daughter, fifter, niece! — My blOthEl perhaps,
i got it I(:’IlCWCd before he left them. He m:cdcd not
I — his work 1s done; and more than done. f
i' Don’t afflict yourfelf about money-matters on my
| account. I bhave no occafion for money. I am
| glad my mother was fo confiderate to you. I was
§ in pain for you, on the fame fubject. But heaven
will not permit fo good a woman to want the
humble bleflings fhe was always fatisfied with. I
wifh every individual of our family were but as rich
as you! — O my mamma Norton, you are rich!
You are rich, indeed! — The true riches are fuch
content as you are bleffed with. — And I hope in
. God, that I am in the way to be rich too.
i Adicu, my ever-indulgent friend. You fay, all
’ will be at laft happy — and I know it will — I {
_ confide that it will, with as much fecurity, as you :
i may , that I will be to my laft hour

7 s
Your ever - grateful and affectionate

CrLARISSA HARLOWE,
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LET T ER XXV
Mr. Loverace, To Joun Berrorp, Efy;
Tuelday, Aug. 1.

_[ AM moft confoundedly chagrined and difappoint-
ed: for here, on Saturday, arrived a meffenger from
Mifs Howe, with a letter to my coufins {¥); which
I knew nothing of dll yefterday ; when Lady Sarah
and Lady Betty were procured to be here, to fit in
judgment upon it with the old Peer, and my two
kinfwomen. And never was bear fo miferably
baited as thy poor friend! — And for what? —
‘Why, for the cruelty of Mifs Harlowe: for have
I committed any new offence 2 And would I not
have reinftated myfelf in her favor upon- her own
terms, if I could? And is it fair to punifh me for
what is my *misfortune , and not my fault? Such
eventjudging fools as I have for my relations! Tam
afhamed of them all.

In that of Mifs Howe was inclofed one to her
from Mifs Harlowe (#¥), to be tranfmitted to my
coufins , containing a final rejection of me; and that
in very vehement and pofitive terms ; yet {he pre-
tends, thatin this rejection fhe is governed more by
principle than paflion — (damn'd lie, as ever was
told!) And, as a proof that fhe is, fays, that fhe
can forgive me, and does, on this one condition, that

(¥ See Let. xv.

(**) See Lot XK

T4
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I will never moleft her more'— The whole letter
fo written, as to make herfelf more admired , me
more detefted.

What we have been told of the agitations and
workings, and fighings and fobbings , of the French
prophets among us formerly, was nothing at all to
the fcene exhibited by thefe maudlin fouls, at the
reading of thefe letters; and of fome affecting paf-
fages extracted from another of my fair implacable’s
to Mifs Howe — Such lamentations for the lofs of
fo charming a relation! Such applaudings of her
virtue,, of her exaltednefs of foul and {fentiment !
Such menaces of difiinherifons! I, not needing their
reproaches to be ftung to the heart with my own
reflettions, and with the rage of difappointment ;
and as fincerely as any of them admiring her —
“ What the devil, cried I, is all this for? Is it not
enough to be defpifed and rejected ? Can I help her
imp?dc;lbie {pirit ? — Would I not repair the evils
I have made her fuffer?” — Then was I ready to
curle them all, herfelf and Mifs Howe for company
and heartily I fwore, that fhe fhould yet be mine.

I now fwear it over-again to thee — “ Were her
death to follow in a week after the knot is tied , by
the Lord of heaven, it (hall be tied , and fhe fhall
die a Lovelace.” — Tell her fo , if thou wilt: but,
at the* fame time, tell her, that I have no view to
her fortune ; and that I will lolemnly refign that,
and all pretenfions to it , in whofe favor fhe pleafes,
af fhe refign life iffuelefs. — T am not fo low-minded
a wretch, as to be guilty of any fordid views to her
fortune. — Let her judge for herfelf then, whether
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it be not for her honor rather to leave this world a
Lovelace than a Harlowe.

But do not think I will entirely reft a caufe fo
near my heart, 'upon an advocate, who fo much
more admires his client’s adverfary, than his client.
I will go to town in afew days, in order to throw
myfelf at her feet: and I will carry with me, or
have at hand, a refolute, well-prepared parfon; and
the ceremony fhall be performed, let what will be
the confequence. '

But if fhe will permit me to attend her for this
purpofe at either of the churches mentioned 1n the
licence (which (he has by her, and, thank heaven!
has not returned ‘me with my letters) ; then will I
not difturb her; but meet her at the altar in either
church, and will engage to bring my two coufins
to attend her, and even Lady Sarah and Lady
Betty; and my Lord M. .. in perfon fhall give her
to me.

Or, if it will be fill more agrecable to her, I
will undertake, that either Lady Sarah or Lady
Betty , or both, fhall go to town, and attend her
down; and the marriage fhall be celebrated in their
prefence, and in that of Lord IM... either here or

lfewhere, at her own choice.

Do not play me booty , Belford; but fincerely
and warmly ufe all the eloquence thou art malter
of,, to prevail upon her to chufe one of thefe three
methods. One of them fhe muft chufe — by my
foul, fhe muft!

Here is Charlotte tapping at my clofet-door for
admittance. What a devil wants Charlotte? — 1
will bear no more reprgaches! — Comein, girl
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My coufin Charlotte, finding me writing on with
too much earneftoefs to have any regard for polite-
nels to her, and guefling at my fnb]r.d: belought
me to let her fee what I had written.

I obliged her. And fhe was fo highly pleafed on
feeing me fo much in earneft, that fhe offered, and
I accepted her offer, to write a letter to Mifs
Harlowe ; with permiffion to treat me in it as (he
thought fit.

I fhall inclofe a copy of her letter.

When fhe had written it, fhe brought it to me,
with apologies for the freedom taken with me in it.
But I cxcufed it; and fhe was ready to give me a
kifs for j joy ofmy approbation: and I gave her two
for writing it; telling her, I had hopes of fuccefs
from it; and that I thom:hr fhe had Juckily hit it off.

Every one approves of it, as well as I; and is
pleafed with me for fo patiently fubmitting to be
abufed, and undertaken for. — If it do not fucc oo
all the blame will be thrown upon the dear creature’s
perverfene(s : her charitable or forgiving d|f|m[1tmn
about which fhe makes fuch a parade, will I)C]Hﬂly
queftioned; and the pity of which fhe is now in i
full poffeflion, will be transferred to me. |

Putting, therefore, my whole confidence in this |
letter, I poftponeall my other alternatives, as alfo ‘
my going to town, till my emprefs fend an anfwer *
to my coufin Montague.

But if fhe perfift, and will not promife to take
time to confider of the matter, thon maye(t commu-
nicate to her what I had wuttcn, as above, before
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my coufin entered ; and, if fhe be flill perverfe,
affure her, that I muft and will fee her — but this
with all honer, all humitlity: and, if I cannot move
her in my favor, I will then go abroad, and, perhaps,
never more return to England.

I am forry thou art, at this critical time, fo bufily
employed , as thou informeft me thou art, in thy
Watford affairs, and in preparing tgiido Belton juftice.
If thou wantet my affiftand@®in the latter, com-
mand me. Though engroffed by this perverle
beauty, and plagued as I am, I will obey thy firft
fummons.

I have great dependence upon thy zeal and thy
friendfhip : haften back to her, therefore , and re-
fume a tafk fo interefting to me, that it is equally
the fubjec of my dreams , as of my waking hours.

EE T TER XV E
Mifs MoNTAGUE, To Mifs CLarIssA HARLOWE.

Deareft Vadam,

Tuefday, dug. 1.

ALL our family is deeply fenfible of the injuries
you have received at the hands of one of it, whom
you only can render in any manner worthy of the
relation he ftands in to us all: and if, as an act of
mercy and charity, the greatet your pious heart
can fhow, you will be pleafed to look owver his
paft wickednefs and ingratitude, and fuffer yourfelf
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to be our kinfwoman, you will make us the happieft
family in the world: and I can engage, that Lord
IVI... and Lady Sarah Sadleir, and Lady Betty Law-
rance,, and my fifter, who are all admirers of your
virtues , and of your noblenefs of mind, will for
ever love and reverence you, and do every thing
m all their powers to make you amends for what you
have fuffered froqgdVir. Lovelace. This, Madam,
we fhould not, howe¥er, dare to petition for, were
we not affured, that VMr. Lovelace is moft fincerely
forry for his paft vilenefs to you; and that he will,
on his knees, beg your pardon, and vow eternal
love and honor to you.
Wherefore , my dearet couflin (how you will
charm us all, if this agreeable ftyle may be per.
mitted !) .for all our fakes, for his foul’s fake (you
muft, I am fure, be fo good a Lady , as to wilh
to {avea foul!) and allow me to fay, for your own
fame’s [ake, condefcend to our joint requelt : and
if, by way of encouragement, you will but fay,
you will be glad to fee, and to be as much known
perfonally, as you are by fame, to Charlotte Mon-
tague, I will, in two days time from the receipt
of your permiffion, wait upon you, with or without
my f{ifter, and receive your further commands.
Let me, our deareft coufin (we cannot deny our-
felves the pleafure of calling you fo} let me entreat
you to give me your permiflion for my journey to
London; and put it in the power of Lord M. ..
and of the Ladies of the family, to make you what
reparation they can make you, for the Injuries
which ‘a perfon of the greateft merit in the world
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has received from one of the moft audacious men
in it; and you will infinitely oblige us all ; and
particularly her, who repeatedly prefumes to ftyle
herfelf ,

Your affectionate coufin, and obliged fervant
(=] 3

CHARLOTTE IMONTAGUE.

B E IV TR LR
Mr. BELrorD, To RoBerT LovELACE, Efg;
Thurfday Morning, Aug. 3. Six o’'Clock.

E HAVE been fo much employed in my own and
Belton’s affairs, that I could not come to town till
laft night; having contented mylelf with fending to
Mrs. Lovick, to know, from time to time, the {late
of the Lady’s health; of which I received but very
indifferent accounts; owing, ina great meafure, to
letters or advices brought her from her implacable
family.

I have now completed my own affairs ; and, next
week , fhall go to Epfom, to endeavour to put Bel-
ton’s fifter into poffeflion of his own houfe, for
him; after which, I fhall devote myfelf wholly to
your fervice , and to that of the Lady.

I was admitted to her prelence lalt night; and
found her vifibly altered for the worfe. When I
went home, I had your letter of Tuefday 1aft put
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into my hands. Let me tell thee, Lovelace, that I
infift upon the performance of thy engagement to
me that thou wilt not perfonally molelt her.

Mr. Belford dates again on Thurfday morning ten
o'clock; and gives an account of a converfation
which he had juft held with the Lady upon the
{ubject of Mifs Nunta rue’s letter to her, preceding,
and upon Mr. Lovelace’s alternatives, as mentioned
in Letter xxv. which Mr. Belford {upported with the
utmoft carneftnefs. But, as the refult of this con-
verfation will be found in the f{ubfequent letters,
Mr. Belford’s pleas and arguments in favor of his
friend , and the Lady’s anfwers, are omitted.

12 BT B AR KV ETE:
Mufs CLar1ssA HArLowE, To Mifs MONTAGUE
Dear Madam,

: Thurlday , 4ug. 3.
I AM infinitely obliged to you for your kind and

condefcending letter. (A letter, however, which
heightens my regrets, as it gives me a new inftance
of what a happy creature I might have been in an ’
alliance fo much approved of by fuch worthy '
Ladies; and which, on their accounts, and on that
of Lord IM.. .would have been fo reputable to
mylelf, and was once fo defirable.




Let. 28. CLARISSA HARLOWE. 143
But indeed, indeed, Madam, my heart fincerely
repulfes the man, who , defcended from fuch a
family, could be guilty, firft, of fuch premeditated
violence as he has been guilty of; and, as he knows,
further mtended me, on the night previous to the
day he fet out for Berkfhire; and, next, pretending
to fpirit, could be fo mean, as to wilh to lift into
thac family a perfon he was capable of abafing into a
companionfhip with the moft abandoned of her fex.
Allow me then, dear Vladam, to declare with fer-
vor., that I thinkI nevercould deferve to beranked
with the Ladies of a Lmn]} fo fplendid and fo noble
if, by vowing love and honor at the altar to fuch
a violator, I could fanétify, as I may fay, his un-
precedented and elaborate wickednefs.

Permit me, however, to make one requeft to my
good Lord M.. . and to Lady Betty and Lady Sarah,
and to your kind Self, and your fifter — It is, thac
you will all be pleafed to join your authority and
interefts to prevail upon IVIr. Lovelace not to moleft
me further.

Be pleafed to tell him, that, if I am defigned for
life , it will be very cruel in him to attempt to hunt
me out of it; for I am determined never to {ee him
more, if I can help it. The more cruel, becaufe
he knows, that I have nobody to defend me from
bim: nor do I wilh to engage any body to his hurt,
or to their own.

It T am, on the other hand, deftined for death,
it will be no lefs cruel, if he \Vl][ not permit me to

die in peace — fince a peaceable and happy end I
with him. Indeed I do.
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Every worldly good attend you, dear IMgdam ,
and every branch of the honorable family, is the
wilh of one, whofe misfortune it is, that fhe is
obliged to difclaim any other title, than that of,

Dear Madam,
Yourand their obliged and faithful feryant,

Crarissa HARLOWE.

L8 L 1" BER “XXIX
Mr. BeLrorp, To RoBerT LoveLace , Efq;

Thurfday

1iUay

Afternoon, Aug. 3.

I AM juft now agreeably furprifed by the following
letter, delivered into my hands by a meflenger
from the Lady. The letter fhe mentions , as in-
clofed (*), I have returned, without taking a copy
ofit. The contents of it will foon be communicated
to you, I prefume, by other hands. They are an
abfolute rejection of thee — Poor Lovelace !

(*) See Mifs Harlowe's Letter xxviii,
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i OU have frequently offered to oblige me in any

thing that fhall be within your power: and I have
fuch an npiﬁifm of you, as to be willing to hope,
that at the times you made thefe offers;, you meant
more than mere compliment.

I have, therefore, tWwo requeflsto mnke to you :
the firft I will now mention ; the other, if this fhall
be complied with ; otherwife not.

It behoves me to leave behind me fuich an account
as may clearup my conduct to feveral of my friends,
who will not at prefent coficern themfelves about
me : and Mifs Howe, and her mother, are very
folicitous that I will do fo.

I am apprehenfive that I fhall not have time to do
this; and you will not wonder that I have lefs and
lefs inclination to fet about fuch a painful m(}:; efpe-
cially as I find myfelf una bLm look back with pa-

tience on what I va" {uffered ; "and f[hall be toa
much difgr:)mpt_;;url by the ofpedion , were I
obliged to make it, to proceed with the requifite

temper in a talk of ftill greater importance which I
have before me.

It is very evident to me that your
has given you, from ume to time, a circum{tanual
account of all his behaviour to me, and devices
inlt me; and you have more than once aflured

K

cked friend
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me , that he has done my chara&er all the juftice I
could wifh for, both by writing and fpeech.

Now, Sir, if I may have a fair, a faithful fpeci-
men from his letters or accounts to you, written
upon fome of the molt interefting occafions, I fhall
be able to judge, whether there will or will not be
a neceflity for me , for my honor’s fake , to enter
upon the folicited talk.

You may be affured, from my inclofed anfwer
to the letter which Mifs Montague has honored
me with (and which you'll be pleafed to return me
as foon as read) that it is impoflible for me ever to
think of your friend in the way I am importuned
to think of him : he cannot, therefore, receive any
detriment from the requefted fpecimen: and I give
you my honor, that no ufe fhall be made of it to
his prejudice, in lawsg or otherwife. And that it
may not, after I am no more, I affure you, that it
is a main part of my view that the paflages youn
fhall oblige me with fhall be always in your own
power, and not in that of any other perfon.

If, Sir, you think fit to comply with my requeft,
the paffages I would wifh to be tranfcribed ( making
neither better nor worfe of the matter ) are thofe which
he has written to you, on or about the 7th and 8th
of June, when I was alarmed by the wicked pre-
.tence of a fire; and what he has written from
Sunday June 11. to the igth. And in doing this
you will much oblige

Your humble fervant,

Crarissa Harrows.
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Now, Lovelace, fince there are no hopes for thee
of her returning favor — fince fome praife may lie
for thy ingenuoufnefs , having never offered (as
more diminutive - minded libertines would have
done) to palliate thy crimes, by afperfing the Lady,
or her fex — fince fhe may be made eafier by it —
fince thou muft fare better from thine own pen,
than from hers — And, finally, fince thy actions
have manifefted, that thy letters are not the moft
guilty part of what fhe knows of thee — I fee not
why I may not oblige her, upon her honor, and
under the reftritions, and for the reafons fhe has
given; and this without breach of the confidence
due to friendly communications; efpecially, as I
might have added, fince thou glorieft in thy pen,
and in thy wickednefs, and canft not be athamed.

But, be this as it may, fhe will be obliged before
thy remonftrances or clamors againft it can come:
fo, prythee now, make the belt of it, and rave
not ; except for the fake of a pretence againft me,
and to exercife thy talent of execration: — and, if
thou likeft to do fo for thefe reafons, rave and
welcome.

I long to know what the fecond requeflt is: but
this I know, that if it be any thing lefs than cutting
thy throat, or endangering my own neck, I will
certainly comply; and be proud of having it in my
power to oblige her.

And now I am actually going to be bufly in the
extracts.

~
»
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Mr. BELrorD, To RoBerT LoveELace, Efg;

Aug. 3, 4.

have engaged me to communicate to you,
onor ( makmg neither beétter nor worle of the
r ) what Vir. Lovelace has Wil
relation to yourfelf, in the period preceding”your

in

to me,

g to }l"llit_\_.l , and in'that between the 11th

‘j’O‘.‘. alare- me, :,",.“.‘. have no

¢m to affect the fecrets of pri
=
s I'ktiow ‘you'are not capable

B SODEEl. T Wil 14 TIEN
Lo wihich you wiil not own;

commuuication may do fome
credit to my unhappy friend’s d).!.;Agul', as an' in-
TEnuous man; Lm:u;;H his “actions by the" moft
excellent woman in the world have loft him all
title to that of an honorable one; I obey you with
the greater chearfulnefs

He then }'!I’(J‘..‘[‘L“.!S with his ‘extr L‘t' and concludes

to her in 1‘115 friend’s behalf,

them with an

in the following words;




Let. 300 CLARISSA  HARLOWE,

« And now, Madam, I have fulfilled your com-
mands; and, I hope, have not dif vcd my friend
with you; fince you will hereby fee the juftice h ,L‘
does to your virtue in every line he writes. He'doe
the fame 1n all his letters , though to his own con-
demnation: and give me leave to add, that if this
ever - amiable ﬂ“fd\_i can Lhiuk it iIa any manner
confiftent with her honor to receive his vows at the
altar , on his truly penitent turn of mind, I have
not the lealt donbt, but that he will make her the
beft and tendereft of hufbands. What obligation
will not the a ‘-U"C Lady hereby lay upon all
his noble family, who fo gre admire her!-and,
I will prefume to fay, upon her ow! n, wl*rn thr-

(\ ‘hich certainly

1.:;111153'3"{“:‘:m"5( -averii
carried to an unreafon

ed
be got oxel, :11! a- general reconciliation takes

admirable perfons toe orals
an objection?”
However this be, I would humbly refer to you,

Madam, whether, as you will be miftrefs of very

delicate particulars .from me his' friend, you fhould
not in honor think yourfelf concerned to r)ﬂ#\‘ rhf-t“
by, as if you had never feen them; and not to take

dn)(' i\’”“ ‘”{‘ ")[ f} 1€ COI']I"']U'":"‘”'(‘” noteven li'!
argument, as fome, perhaps, mighthe, with refpect
to the prem seditated defign he feems to have had,
not againft you, as you y but as agamft the fex ;
over \«-!:mn (I am forry I.can bear witnels myfelf)
it is the wvillanous aim of all libertines to triumph
and I would not, if any mifunderftanding fhould

i\ vy
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arife between him and me, give him room to
reproach me, that his lofing of you, and, (through
his ufage of you) of his own friends, were owin
to what, perhaps, he would call breach of truft,
were he to judge rather by the event than by my
intention.

I am, Madam, with the moft profound vener. |
@tion ,

Your mof$ faithful humble fervant,

J. BELFORD.

L LT ER XXX
Mifs Cr. HARLOWE , To Joun BeLrorp, Efq;

SIR,
Friday, dug 4.

I HOLD myfelf extremely obliged to you for your
communications. I will make no ufe of them, that
you fhail have reafon to reproach either yourfelf
or me with. I wanted no new lights to make the
unhappy man’s premeditated bafenefs to me un-
queftionable , as my anfwer to Mifs Montague’s
Jetter might convince you (%),

I muft own in his favor, that he has obferved
fome decency in his accounts to you of the moft

indecent and fhocking actions. And if all his

(*) See Let. xxviii
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firangely - communicative narrations are equally de-
cent, nothing will be rendered criminally odious by
them , but the vile heart that could meditate fuch
contrivances as were much ftronger evidences of
his inhumanity, than of his wit: fince men of very
contemptible parts and underftanding may fucceed
in the vileft attempts, if they can.once bring them.-
felves to trample on the fanctions which bind man
to man; and fooner upon an innocent perfon than
upon any other; becaufe fuch a one is apt to judge
of the integrity of others’ hearts, by its own.

I find I have had great reafon to think myfelf
obliged to your intention in the whole progrefs of
my fufferings. It is, however, impoflible, Sir, to
mifs the natural inference on this occafion, that lies
againft his predetermined -bafenefs. But I fay the
lels, becaufe you fhall not think I borrow, from
what you have communicated, aggravations that
are not needed.

And now, Sir, that I may {pare you the trouble
of offering any future arguments in his favor, let me
tell you, that I have weighed every thing thoroughly
all that human vanity could fuggeft — all that a

defirable reconciliation with my friends, and the
kind refpeés of his own, could bid me hope for —
the enjoyment of Mifs Howe’s friendfhip, the deareft
confideration to me, now, of all worldly ones —
all thefe I have weighed: and the refult is, and was
before you favored me with thefe communications,
that I have more fatisfaction in the hope, that, in
one month , there will be an end of all with me,
than in the moft agreeable things that could happen

Ky
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from an alliance with Mr. Lovelace, although I
were to be affured he would make the beft and
teudereit of hufbands. But as to the reft; 1f, fatis-
fied

forbear all fusther ‘perfecutions of me, 1 will, to
my lalt hows, owilh him good : although he hath
overwhelmed the facherlefs. and digged a pit for

with the evils he has brought upon me, he will

]

his friend ;' fatherlels may fhe well be called, and
maotherlels, too, who has been denied all paternal
protection, -and mocherly forgivenefs.

And now . Sir, acknowledging gratefully your
favor in the extracs, I come to the fecond requeft
i bad to make you; which requires a great deal of
courage to mention: and which courage nothing
but a great deal of diftrefs, and a very deftitute
condition, can give. But, if improper, I can but
be denied; and dare to fay, 1 fhall be at leaft ex-
eufed. Thus, then, I preface it:

“ You fee, Sir, thatl am thrown abfolutely into
the hands of {trangers, who, although as kind and
compaflionate as {trangers can be wilhed to be, are
neverthelels perfons from whom I cannot expect
any thing more than pity and good wifhes; nor
can my memory receive from them any more pro-
tection than my perfon, if either fhould need it.

If then I requell it, of the only perfon poffeffed
of materials that will enable him to do my character
jultice ;

And who has courage, independence, and ability
to oblige me;

To be the protector of my memory, asl may fay;
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i
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And to be my executor; and to fee f8me of my
dying requefts performed ;

And if I leave it to him to do the whole in his
own way, manner, and time; cm.fuitimg, howcver,
in requifite cafes , my ‘dear Vlifs Howe;

IH elume to !‘om:, that this my fecond requeft
may be granted.

And if it may, thele fatisfadtions wil
me from the favor done me, and the of
taken.

It will be an honor to my memory
ofe who fhall i:nnw that I was m we
Of my inn i

accrue to
ffice under-

ne

I fhall not be apprehenfive of invelving any one
in !;lou"nleq or hazards by
own relations, or with your friend ; having difpof-
iEiCnR to make, which h.\ul aps my swn friends will

it were to be wifhed

rthis talk, cither with my

not be fo well ple afed

3 d not unreafonable ones:

M .l Q.1 Byt = % Attore
yir, where Self is judge, matters,
5 <

they would L&,, as I };-
but you know,

even with good people, will n
]

I fhall alfo be freed from

o
Inme
A111C

anda to lo at a ti

[1{.. 1¢8 oul 1f eX L

when its tumults fhould a_‘!r}'td, in order to

make way for the moft important pre yaration.
And who knows, but that IVr. Belford, who

from a mvupi of umamty, is touched

tunes, when he comes to revolve the
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whole ftory, placed before him in one ftrong light;
and when he fhall have the cataftrophe likewife
before him; and fhall become in a manner, inter-
efted in it; who knows, but that, from a ftill
higher principle, he may fo regulate his future
actions as to find his own reward in the everlafting
welfare which 1s wifhed him by his

Obliced fervant ,
(=]

Crarissa HARLOWE.

LETTER "XXXIL
Mr. BerrorDp, To Mifs CrLarissa HARLOWE.
Madam,
Friday , Aug. 4

I AM fo fenfible of the honor done me in yours
of this day, that I would not delay for one moment
the anfwering of it. I hope you will live to fee many
happy years; and to be your own executrix in
thofe points which your heart is moft fet upon.
But, in cafe of furvivorfhip, I moft chearfully
accept of the facred office you are pleafed to offer
me ; and you may abfolutely rely upon my fidelity,
and, if poflible, upon the literal performance of
every article you fhall enjoin me.

The effet of the kind wilh you conclude with,
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has been my concern ever fince I have been ad-
mitted to the honor of your converfation. It fhall
be my whole endeavour that it be not vain. The
happinefs of approaching you, which this truft, as
I prefume, will give me frequent opportunities of
doing, muft neceffarily promote the defirable end;
fince it will be impoffible to be a witnels of your
piety, equanimity, and other virtues, and not afpire
to emulate you. All I beg is, that you will not
fuffer any future candidate, or event, to difplace
me; unlefs fome new inftances of unworthinels
appear either in the morals or behaviour of,

Madam,
Your moft obliged and faithful fervant,

J. BELFORD.

LETTER XXXIIL

Mr. BELrorp, To RorerT LovELAce, Efg;

Friday Night, dug. 4.
I HAVE actually delivered to the Lady the ex-

traéts fhe requefted me to give her from your letters.
I do affure you that I have made the very beft of the
matter for you, not that confcience , but that friend-
thip, could oblige me to make. I have changed or
omitted fome free words., The warm defcription of
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her perfon in the fire-fcene, as I may call it, I
have omitted. I have told her, that I have done
juftice to you, 1in the jultice you have done to her
unexampled virtue. But take the very words which
I wrote to her immediately following the extrads:

“ And now, IVladam, ” —— Sec the pa
marked with inverted commas p, 149.

;
graph

The Lady is extremely uneafly at the thoughts of
your attempting to vifit her. For heaven’s fake
(your word being given] and for pity’s fake (for fhe
1s really 1 a very weak and languifhing way) let
me beg of you not to think of it.

Yelterday afternoon fhe received a cruel letter
(as Mus. Lovick fuppofes it to be, by the effect it
had upon her) from her fifter, in anfwer to one
written laft Saturday , entreating a blefling and
forgivenels from her parents.

She acknowledges, that if the fame decency and
jultice are obferved in all your letters, as in the
extradts I have obliged her with (asI have alfured

1 £

)
her they are ) fhe fhall think herfelf freed from the

L
B onl s b et A B e ] :
l‘tf{x'llhy of writn g her own 1itory: and this

advantage to thee which thou oughtelt to
me for.

But what thinkeft thou is the fecond requeft fhe
had to make to me? No other than that I would
be her executor! — Her motives will appear before
thee in proper time; and then, I dare to anfwer,
will be fatisfactory.

You cannot imagine how proud I am of this truft.
I am afraid I fhall too foon come into the execution

1 ]

of it. As fhe s always writing, what a melancholy
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1 .,
S

pleafure will the perufal and difpofition ofher papers
afford me! Such a fweetnels of temper, fo much
patience and refignation, as (he feems to be miftrels
nf; yet writing of and in the midft of prefent “dif-
treffes! How mmh more lively and affeGting, for
that reafon; muft her ftyle be; her mind tmhmd
by the pangs of uncertainty (me events then hidder

in the womb of fate) than the dry, narrative , una-
nimated {tyle of perfous, 1'c1..;135 difficulties and dan-
;_rm\' furmounted ; the relator perfectly -at eale; and
if himfelf unmoved by his own ftory, not likely

areatly to affeét the reader?

Saturday Morning, Aug.

4 L

I am juft returned from vifiting the Lady, and
thanking her in perfon for ‘the hounor fhe has done

me; and afl mnﬂ her, if called to the facred truft,
of the utmoft mlt_nty .u,d exadtnels.
1 found her very ill." I took notice of it.  She

{aid, fhe had received a fecond hard-hearted letter
from her fifter; and fhe bad been writing a letter
fand that on her knees] diredtly to her mother;
which, before, fhe had not had the courage to (i(_;
It was for a laft blefling, and io.nnureh. No

wonder, the faid, that T faw her affeted. Now
that 1 ‘had accepted of the laft charitable office for
her (for which , as well as for complying with her
other requeft, {he thanked me ) 1 fhould one day
have all thefe letters before me: and could fhe have
a kind one in return to that fhe had been now
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writing , to counterbalance the unkind one fhe had
from her fifter, fhe might be induced to fhow me
both together — otherwife, for her fifter’s fake, it
were no matter how few'faw the poor Bella’s letter.

I knew fhe would be difpleafed if T had cenfured
the, cruelty of her relations : 1, therefore, only faid,
that furely fhe muft have enemies, who hoped to
find their account in keeping up the refentments of
her friends againft her.

It may befo, IVIr. Belford, faid fhe: the unhappy
never want enemies. One fault, wilfully committed,
authorizes the imputation of many more. Where
the ear is opened to accufations, accufers will not
be wanting ; and every one will officioufly come
with ftories againft a difgraced child, where nothing
dare be faid in her favor. I fhould have been wife
in time, and not have needed to be convinced, by
my own misfortunes, of the truth of what common
experience daily demonftrates. [VIr. Lovelace’s bafe-
nels, my father’s inflexibility , my fifter's reproaches,
are the natural confequences of my own rafhnefs;
foI mult make the belt of my hard lot. Only as
thefe confequences follow one another fo clofely,
while they are new, how can I help being anew
affected ?

I alked, If a letter written by myfelf , by her
doctor or apothecary , to any of her friends,
reprefenting her low ftate of health , and great
humility , would be acceptable ? Or if a journey to
any of them would be of fervice, I would gladly
undertake it in perfon, and firictly conform to her
orders, to whomfoeverfhe would direc me to apply-
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She earneftly defired, that nothing of this fort
might be attempted, efpecially without her know-
ledge and confent. Mifs Howe, fhe faid, had done
harm by her kindly-intended zeal; and if there were
room to expect favor by mediation , fhe bad ready
at hand a kind friend, Mrs. Norton, who for plety
and prudence had few equals ; and who would let
flip no opportunity to endeavour to do her fervice.

I let her know, that I was going out of town
till Monday : {he withé#me plealure; and faid, fhe
fhould be glad to .mc on my return.

Adieu!

LETTER XXXV

(a nl

Mifs Aras. HaArRLowE, To Mifs CL. HARLOWE.

2

In anfwer to hers of July 29. See Let. XXII.

Sifter CrLARY,
Thurfday Morn. 4ug. 3.

I WISH you would not trouble me with any more
of your letters. You had always a knack at writ-
ing; and depended upon making every one do what
you would when you wrote. But your wit and
your folly have undone you. And now, as all
naughty creatures do, when they can’t help them-
felves, you come begging and praying
others as unealy as yourfelf.

and make

?
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o b

aflt to" you, I expected that |

3 1. C 1
1ncenied rather wou

My poor moti
your ungratefn
vou been lefs a

1 have been fo ¢ra

16ng my

} . - R SR { ) 2
| ; for your crimes have diferaced us A“; ind [

am airaid and alhamed to go to any public or private

or diverfion: and why? — I need not

fav wl Vi when your actions are th {ubjedts t.‘:\’é‘-l‘l'

of the open talk orof the : whilpers of both
fexes at fuch places
Upon whole, I am {i I have no more
comfort to fend you: butl find nobody willing to
) ) E

. time may do for you;

enitence Is NOt OWINgG
than to true conviction:
h".d you
7 as you expected, | had

i()i‘ if 15 too {',!A-i‘:;"li' d

Vi s JE% 0 Y ¢
Yi1s Liary, that

not
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not your feather - headed villain abandoned you ,
we fhould have heard nothing of thefe moving
{fupplications; nor of any thing but defiances from
him, and a guilt gloried in from you. And this is
every one’s opinion, as well as that of

Your grieved fifter,
ARABELLA HARLOWE.

I fend this by a particular hand, who undertakes
to give it you or leave it for you by to-morrow

night.
2

L:E R R R X XX V.
Mifs Crarissa HARLOWE, To her Mother.

Honored Madam ,
Sat. Aug. 5.

N O felf- convicted criminal ever approached her
angry and juft judge with greater awe, nor with a
truer contrition , than I do you by thefe lines.

Indeed, I muft fay, that if the matter of my hum-
ble prayer had not refpedted my future welfare, I
had not dared to take this liberty. But my heart is
fet upon it, asupon a thing next to God Almighty’s
forgivenels neceflary for me.

Had my happy fifter known my diftrefles, fhe
would not have wrung my heart, as fhe has done

Moi.~VIL i
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by a feverity, which I muft needs think unkind and
unfifterly.

Jut complaint of any unkindnefs from her belongs
not to me: yet, as fhe 1s plealed to write , that it
mult be feen that my penitence is lefs owing to
difappointment, than to true conviction, permit me,
Madam, to infift upon it, that, if fuch a plea can
be allowed me, I am actually entitled to the blefling
I fue for; fince my humble prayer is founded upon
a true and unfeigned repentance: and this you will
the readier believe, if the creature who never, to
the belt of her remembrance, told her Mamma a
wilful falfhood, may be credited, when fhe declares,
as fhe does, in the moft folemn manner , that fhe
met the feducer, with a determination not to go off
with him: that the rafh ftep was owing more to
compulfion than to infatuation : and that her heart
was fo little in 1t, that fhe repented and grieved
from the moment fhe found herfelf in his power;
and for every moment after, for feveral weeks be-
fore fhe had any caufe from him to apprehend the
ufage fhe met with.

Wherefore , on my knees, my ever-honored
Mamma, (for on my knees I write this letter ) I do
molt humbly beg your blefling: fay but, in fo many
words (I alk you not, Madam, to call mé your
davghter ) — Lolt, unhappy wretch, I forgive you!
and may God blefs you! — This is all! Let me,
on a blefled fcrap of paper, but fee one fentence to
this effect, under your dear hand, that I may hold
it to my heart in my moft trying ftruggles , and I
fhall think it a paffport to heaven. And, if 1 do
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not too much prefume, and it were We inftead of
I, and both your honored names fubjoined to it, I
{hould then have nothing more to wifh. Then would
I fay, « Great and merciful God! thou{feeft here in
this paper thy poor unworthy  creature abfolved
by her juftly offended parents: O join, for my
Redeemer’s fake, thy all-gracious Fiat, and receive
a repentant finner to the arms of thy mercy!”

I can conjure you, Madam, by no fubject of
motherly tendernefs, that will not, in the opinion
of my fevere cenfurers ( before whom this humble
addrefs muft appear ) add to my reproach: let me,
therefore , for God’s fake, prevail upon you to pro-
nounce me bleft and forgiven, fince you will thereby
fprinkle comfort through the laft hours of

Your CLaRIsSA HARLOWE.

LET.TER XXXVI
Mifs Mo~TAGUE, To Mifs CL. HARLOWE.
In anfwer to hers of 4ug. 3. See Let. XXVIIL
Dear Madam,
Monday, Aug. 7.
WE were all of opinion before your letter came,

that Mr. Lovelace was utterly unworthy of you,

and deferved condign punifhment, rather than to
2
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be bleffed with fuch a wife: and hoped far more
from your kind confideration for us, than any we
fupj nofed you could have for fo bafe an injurer.
For we were-all determined to love you, and ad-
mire you, let his bebaviour to you be what it would.

But, after your letter, what can be faid?

I am, however, commanded to write 1n all the
{ubfcribing nanres, to let you know, how greatly
your fufferings have affected us: to tell you, that
my Lord IVL... hasforbid him ever more to enter the
doors of the apartments where he fhall be : and as
you labor under the unhappy effects of your friends’
difpleafure, which may fubjeét you to inconvenien-
cies, his Lordfhip, and Lady Sarah, and Lady Betty,
beg of you to accept, for your life, or, aclealt, till
you are admitted to enjoy your own eftate, ofone
hundred guineas })t‘i' quarter, which will be regul-
arly l,smwlt you by an efpecial hand, and of
inclofed bank:bill for a beginning. And do net,
dearelt Vladam, we all befeech you, do not think
you are beholden (for this token of Lord M. . .’%
and Lady Sarab’s and Lady Betty’s love to you)
to the friends of this vile man; for he has not one
friend left among us.

We each of us defire to be favored with a place
in your efteem; and to be confidered upon the fame
foot of rel: itmnf]l:p as 1f what once was fo much our
pleafure to hope would be, had been. And it fhall
be our united prayer, that you may recover health

and fpirits, and live to fee € many lnpp\’ years: and,
fince this wretch can no more be pleaded for, that,
when he is gone abroad, as he now is preparing to
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do, we may be permitted the honor of a perfonal
acquaintance with a Lady who has no equal. Thele
are the earneft requefts, dearelt young Lady, of

Your affetionate friends ,

and moft faithful fervants,

M.

SARAH SADLEIR.
Eriz. LAWRANCE.
Cuarr. MoONTAGUE.
MARTH. IVIONTAGUE.

You will break the hearts of the three firft-named
more particularly , if you refufe.them your ac-
ceptance. Deareflt young Lady, punifh not
them for his crimes. We fend by a particular
hand, which will bring us, we hope, your
accepung favor.

Mr. Lovelace writes by the fame hand; but he
knows nothing of our letter, nor we of his:
for we fhun each other; and one part of the
houfe holds us, another him, the remoteft from
each other.
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