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SOLUTIONS. BooklV.

XXXIL Upon the firft commencing of this Dinraal Ro-
tazion after the Fall, its Axis-was obligue to the Plain
of the Ecliptick as it ftill isz or in other words; the
prefent Viciflicudes of Sealons, Spring , Summer , i

tumn, and Wnter, arifing from the Sun's accefs to, and

recels from the Tropicks, have been ever fince the Fall
of Man,

XXXIL This has in fome meafure been in-
fifted on already in the Hyporhefis laft mention’d,
and needs no other direct and pofitive proof than
the prefent Obliguity of the Earth’s Awis: It be-
ing evident, that without a miraculous Power, the
{ame Situation or Inclination which it had ori-
ginally, would and muft invariably remain for
all fucceeding Ages.

Coodlol Bnn M

A Solution of the Phanomena relating to
the Antediluvian State of the Earth.

XXXIIL The Inhabitants of the Earth were before the
Flood vaftly more numerous than the prefent Earth
either a&tually does, or perhaps is capable to maintaint
and {upply.

XXXIIL HIS Propofition will not appear
ftrange, if we confider, (1.) The

much greater fertility of the dnmrediluvian Earth,
to be prefently accounted for; whereby it was ca-
pable of maintaining 2 muchgreater number of In-
habitants than the prefent, even on the {ame fpace
of Ground. (2.) The Earth was more equally
habicable all over before, than fince the Deluge
For




Chap. 3. SOLUTIONS.

For before the acquifition of thofe heterogene-
ous mixtures, which the Deluge occafion d, and
which I take to be the Caufes of all our violent
and pernicions Heat and Cold in the Torrid and
Frigid Zones of our Earth; ’tis probable the Earth
was pretry equally habitable all over, by reafon
of ‘the Vicinage of the Central Heat to the Folar
Regions , and the more dire® Expofition of the
middle Regions to that of the Swn. I do not
mean that the Frizid Zones were equally hot with
the Zorrid 3 but that the Heat in the one, and
the Cold in the' ather, were ore kindly; and
the exceffes of each much lefs confiderable than
at prefent, fince the Introdu&ion of the before-
mention’d Mixtures, and particularly of fuch
Sulphureous and Nitrous Effwviz, as are now, I
believe, become Calorifick and Frigorifick Par-
ticles in our Air, the main occafions of. the vio-
lence and pernicious Qualities of the Heat and
Cold thereof, and the moft affedting to our
Senfes of all other. So that tis probable, before
the Acquifition of thefe Adwventitious Mafles, the
<intediluvien Air was every where fufhiciently
temperate to permit the comfortable Habitation
of Mankind on all parts of ths Globe ; and the
<“ntedilyvian Earth was by confequence capable
of many more Inhabitants than the prefent is ,
or can be; as every one will readily grant, who
confiders how few Inhabitants, in comparifon,
three of the five Zones of our prefent Earth do
Maintain. (3.) Thedry Land or habitable Earth
1t felf was, by reafon of the abfence of the intire
Ocean , full as large and capacious again as the
Prefent: For the Ocean, I think, takes up now
At the leaft one half of the intre Globe; but
then' afforded as large, fpacious, and habiable
Countries, as the other parts of the Farth.

(4.) The
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