e | rara

WWWwW.e-rara.ch

Magnetismus magnus or metaphysical and divine Contemplations on
the Magnet or Loadstone

Hale, Matthew

London, 1695

ETH-Bibliothek Zirich

Persistent Link: https://doi.org/10.3931/e-rara-15419

Chap. lll. The evidence of the existence of the glorious God, from the supposition of a
self-moving principle in nature.

www.e-rara.ch
Die Plattform e-rara.ch macht die in Schweizer Bibliotheken vorhandenen Drucke online verfligbar. Das Spektrum reicht von Blichern
Uber Karten bis zu illustrierten Materialien - von den Anfangen des Buchdrucks bis ins 20. Jahrhundert.

e-rara.ch provides online access to rare books available in Swiss libraries. The holdings extend from books and maps to illustrated
material - from the beginnings of printing to the 20th century.

e-rara.ch met en ligne des reproductions numériques d’'imprimés conservés dans les bibliothéques de Suisse. L'éventail va des livres
aux documents iconographiques en passant par les cartes - des débuts de I'imprimerie jusqu’au 20e siécle.

e-rara.ch mette a disposizione in rete le edizioni antiche conservate nelle biblioteche svizzere. La collezione comprende libri, carte
geografiche e materiale illustrato che risalgono agli inizi della tipografia fino ad arrivare al XX secolo.

Nutzungsbedingungen Dieses Digitalisat kann kostenfrei heruntergeladen werden. Die Lizenzierungsart und die
Nutzungsbedingungen sind individuell zu jedem Dokument in den Titelinformationen angegeben. Fir weitere Informationen siehe auch
[Link]

Terms of Use This digital copy can be downloaded free of charge. The type of licensing and the terms of use are indicated in the title
information for each document individually. For further information please refer to the terms of use on [Link]

Conditions d'utilisation Ce document numérique peut étre téléchargé gratuitement. Son statut juridique et ses conditions
d'utilisation sont précisés dans sa notice détaillée. Pour de plus amples informations, voir [Link]

Condizioni di utilizzo Questo documento puo essere scaricato gratuitamente. Il tipo di licenza e le condizioni di utilizzo sono indicate
nella notizia bibliografica del singolo documento. Per ulteriori informazioni vedi anche [Link]

Visual \\library


https://doi.org/10.3931/e-rara-15419
https://www.e-rara.ch
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=de
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=en
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=fr
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=it

Metaphyfical and Divine Contemplations. 13

CHAP IL

The Evidence of the Exiftence of the
Glorieus G O D, from the § uppofition
.f as e/flmaving Principle in Nature,

HAT there are fuch Beingsin Nas
ture, that exert their Motions and
Efte&s from an Internal Principle, we haye
fufficient Evidence, which way foever we
look in the World, and I fhall further
inftance from the Subje& in hand.
Now, a Being, that hath the Principle
of his A&ions and Motion in himfelf, 1
foppofe to be of T'wo Kinds.

I. That Being, which is abfolutely
Independent, the Original of all other Be-
ings and Powers, Infinite in Effence and
Power, the Great and Glorious G O D, in
the virtue of whofe Prefénce, Influence and
A&ivity all other AQive Powers have
their Being and Operations, whofe Ex:
iftence is not demonftrable & Priori, or
from his Caufes, (for he is the Soveraign
Primitive Caafe of All Things,) but is de-
monftrable by his Effefls, Works and

Operations.
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Operations. And this is that which Iam

endeavouring to evince, even by this little
portion of Nature, which I have in hand.

_ II. Again, There are other Beings, that
although they have the principal Motions
and Operations within themfelves, yer,
1f.” Have it not from themfelves, ﬁt
either mediately or immediately from that
Great Sovereign Fountain of Being and
Power abové.mention’d.  2dfy. Nor have
it independently : For as in their Original
they have it from God, {0 they ftill have
it dependently upon Him. If the Sove-
raign Influence (hould not unceffantly be
communicated. to their Beings and Ope-
rations, both would ceafe; . And confe-
quently, although wlhen .they are once
{etled, they have the Root of their Mo-
tions and Operations within themfelves, fo
that no other Created Caufe doth Phyfi-
cally contribute to them ¢ yet the Sove-
reign Caufe, and his Influence, hath ftill
a moft Intimate Co-efficiency with them
in all their Motions and Operations ; and
fuch an Efficiency; that is far greater and
more intimate to them, than thofe Self-
moving Principles themf{elves.  For though
thefe Principles, as in relation to the. Ef-

fefts thefe Self-moving Principles produce,
habent
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habent (e per modum prismariorum efficientinm ;
yet, in relation to Almighty God, hebens
e per modum Inflrumenti el Canfe [ubordie

nale.

Now, thefe Self-moving Intrinfick Prine
ciples are not unfitly called EffentialVirtues,
ord@Mfentizl Forms ; and in refpe® of their
Pr&uttion, are of Two kinds,

Firft, Such as were lodged primarily
in fome Nature or Body, without any Tra-
dution from any other Created Being :
fuch were the Virtutes Fflentiales, or
Forms, of the Firft Animals ; fuch is alfo
the Magnetical Form, or Effential Virtue
of the Earth, which could no otherwife
be derived to it, but from #he Efficiency,
Ordination and Inftitution of the Sovereign
Creator and Archite of the World. And

this hath been the Bufinefs of the former
Chapter. :

Secondly, Such Forms, or Effential
Virtues, as have their immediate Origi-
nation by fome other Produive Caufe;
cither by way of Ordinary Generation,
as is dome in the Prodution of Animals
and Vegetables ex Semine; or by way of
Irradiation, as Fire produceth Fire, or ﬁs

the
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the Magnet is produced in the Bowels of
the Earth:

Now, althotigh thefe Productions of
Effential Virtues, Forms, or Sclf-moving
Principles, recognize another Natural Im-
mediate Efficient in their firft Prodution ;
yet being once produced and perfeed,
they a&, and move, and operate inTme-
diately from themfelves, and independently
gpon the Immediate Caufe of their Pro-
du&ion. The Egg of a Hen would be
hatch’d into a Chicken, and the Form or
Bffential Virtue of this Chicken would
exert its own Operations proper to its Spe-
cies, though the Hen were dedd. And I
make as little doubt, that a Magnet once
fully perfe@ted in the EHarth, would have
its Magnetical Attraction, though we could
fuppofe the Earth it {elf annihilated, or its
Magnetifin exrinct.

For though there could be no Union of
a Vis, or Forma Magnetica, to a Magnet, but
by the Irradiation of the Earth; yet when
it is once perfetted into a compleat Mag:
netical Nature, and the Magaetical Vir-
tae once radicated in it, it would then alt
thany of its Motions independently, as
:n relation to the Earth, from which it
had its firft ProduGion, though poffibly

wome
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fome of its Motions, which are relative to
the Earth, would be loft.

Now the due confideration of thefe Ef-
fewtiales Virtates, or Forms that have in
themf{elves a Principle of their Operations;
arein their kind as effe@yal a demonftras
tion of the Exiftence of Almighty God,
as t! feries, and connexion, and depen-
den®, and fubordination of Efficients, o
Efficient Caufes.

And therefore in this place I fhall not
make ufe of that way of Argumentation,
namely, the neceffary redudtion of all
Powers or Effential v irtues, either medi-
ately or immediately to their Firft Effici-
ent, which was the method of the former
Chapter ; but fhall confider them barely as
2&tive felf-moving Vertues, or Forms, or
Powers, and {kall thereupon examine what
Evidence that naked Confideration affords
us of an Exiftence of a Sovereign and moft
perfet Being.

t. In the purfuit of the Efe&ts and Ap-
Pcarances of Nature, when we come to 4
fel-moving Principle, we are come to the
uttermolt term and limits of our bare Phy-
fical enquiry into the Cauf¥ of any {uch
Motions and Efe@s. When I fee the In«
dexof a Clock point to the Hour of the
Day, T can .trace that motion to the nexe

J € Wheel
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Wheel that moves it, and {o to the next,
and then to the Rundle, that is moved by
theSpring, and then tothe weighe of Lead,
that from an inward felf-moving principle
moves downward , and there I amat a
ftand, T can carry my Series of Phyfical
Caufes no farther; for if I enquire why
this Weight moves downward, I ggt no
higher but only to the Ordination i the
Sovercign of the World that had impre(led
that intrinfick felf-moving Power into this
as all other heavy Bodies. - And therefore
Ariftotle, after he had cftablifhed that Prin-
ciple that quicquid mover movetur ab alio,
when he comes to the Motion of heavy Bo-
dies, wherein he could find no other im-
pullive Phyfical Caufe of their Motion
without them, but in their very own in-
erinfick Nature, hath only this folution fer
it, quod movetur a generante. But this So-
lution of his folves not the bufinefs, with-
out recourle to the Sovereign Caule of all
things ; for although the Generans Was that
which convey’d the Principle it felf into
the heavy Body to move it felf, yet when
that Principle is once fettled, mamely, 2
heavy Body once conftituted, it movesnow
independantly upon its generative imme-
diate Narural Caufe,which it may beis cor-
rupted and diffolved, yet that a&ivci;}l,;tj
elf-
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felffmoving Principle exerts its Motion
from its own intrinfick Natupe.

If it be faid that the Spring of the Watch
doth the like, and yet it is performed bue
mechanically ; for the Spring of Steel made
ftrait at firft, and then rojled up into a
fpiral confiftence endeavouring its own
reftisution, gives as effe@ual and regular
Motion to the Wheels, and {o to the In-
dex, as the weight of Lead doth,

I Anfwer, Itistrue, it doth fo; but yet
it doth not avoid nor anfwer the Inftance
1. Even that difpofition of the Spring re
quiresan IntelligentAgent o bting it abou
and order it,and certainly no lefs is requir’,
even to the impreffion of this Motive Pou-
er to a heavy Rody. a2, Again, in thae
difpofition of the Spring; we can and muft
neceflarily arrive to 2 Natural Caufe of
that Motive Principle of the Spring, name-
ly the converfion of that Body into a Con-
fiftence contrary to its Nature, whereby
it endeavours its reftitution to its natural
ftate, and {o Evolves it felf, and by thae
Evolution moves the String, and that the
Fufee, and that the Whee] - But the Mo-
tion of heavy Bodies tothe Center hath
not any affignable mechanical Caufé of its
Motion, bur its own intrinfick Propen:
fion. 3. And this Propenfion is not to be

Ca annexed
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annexed unto it by any humane power,
no, nor by any other afigaable Caule, but
from the impre(fion and fignature of the
Supreme Lawgiver, whele Law and Con-
ftitution, which we call Nature, or the
Law of Nature, has implanted in heavy
Bodies that habitude between them and the
Center of the Earth to move thither. «

But this defecenfus Gravium, is but one
fingle Motion : if welook upon the Mag-
netical Body of the Earth, which is the
Primum Magneticwm, or that which is the
natural ifue of the Barth, namely, the
Magnet, we fhall fec a greater variety of
Motions ; as that of diretion, attraction,
and other Magnetical Motions, and all
thefe proceeding from a felf-moving prin-
ciple in thefe Magnetical Bodies; and
higher than that we cannot go in the
Affignation of Natural Caufes. TLet any
Man living of the greareft Perfpicacity,
ufe all the diligence 1maginable, he fhall
never beable to affign any mechanical or
other Natural Caufeof thefe Motions, but
muft fix only in an internal felf-moving
Principle lodged in the Magnet or Earth
it felt, and all the reafon he fhall give, is
only this, Ira fert vis naturalis ipfius’ Mag-
netils,

And
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And although it is true, the common
Hypothefis allows an a&ual Motion to the
Earth, yet the compofing of it felf in its
Polar Pofition arifing immediately from
its Magnetical Nature, and the produ@ion
of Magnetical Virtues in Magnets and
other things, is not unfitly call’d a felfe
moving or at leaft a felf-difpofing or or-
dering Principle.

But yet this is much more evident in
the Perception, Appetite and Motions of
the Sentient Nature, and yet fill much
more in the Intelle¢tual or Rational Na-
ture. Whither, or to what elfe,than toan
internal felf-moving Principle can we at-
tribute the fentient Perception of Animals,
their Inftinéts, ctheir Memory, their Ap-
petites?  And when we come to that
admirable Creature Man, to what other
immediate Caufe can we attribute thofe
more admirable Inftances of Intelletion,
Ratiocination, Freedom of Will, than to
an internal felf-moving Principle, that ex-
cites and exerts thefe admirable Operati-
ons? And ifany one fhall fay, that chefé
Faculties and their Operations are moved
extrinfically by their Obje@s. Itistrue,
they are fo;; but thefe are not Phyfical Mo-
vers, but only Moral or Obje&tive Mo-
vers ; the Phyfical Motions are fill per-

C3 formed
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formed by that internal Vis or Firtus mo-
wens. When a Child fces an Apple, it 1s
the Apple that he fees, and either by the
beautifulnels thereof, or the former expe-
rience that he hath had of the like Objett,
he remembers it 1s good and pleafant to the
Tafte, he thereupon defires it, and then
reacheth and moveh after it, and taftes ic :
It is indeed the Apple that excites all thefe
Motions of Sight,Perception, Mémory, Ap-
petite, Local Motion; but {hill the Apple
only moves objeltively and morally, not
phyfically; but {till the Perception,Memory,
Appetite, Local Motion is performed by
the inward Princip'e, that moves it phy-
fically and actively in and from it {elf.

But yet further, thereare certain Mo-
tions that are exerted by Inanimate things,
and much more by things Animate, that
have not fo much as an Obje&ive Motion
from without, but are wholly and entirely
exerted from this inward Principle, with-
out any previous Excitation, or any exter-
nal Document , Cuftom or Inftruttion ;
{uchas are the Motions of heavy Bodies to
the Center of the Earth, the Magnetical
direQions and motions of the/Magnet, and
efpecially the great Magpet of the Earth,
the fpecifical Vertues of Vegetables, the ad-
mirable Inftinéls of Animalsy which they

: obtain,
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obtain, and according to them, move and
difpofe themfelves without any previous
InftruGtion or objective Excitation , but
barely and primitively from that implanted
Inclination, Form, intrinfick Principle,
the very Signature and Charatter implan-
ted in their very Natures; and we can car-
ry their Operations no higher in a Series of
Phyfical Caufes than that Internal felf-mo-
ving Principle.  Andif we attempt to car-
ry them further, we muft at laft reft and
fix in that Sovereign molt Perfe& Being,
the Glorious God, that imprinted this
altive Signature upon their Natures, as [
fhall furcher in the next place evidence.
Therefore,

2. Upon the Confideration that there are
thefe attive felf-moving Principles in many,
if not all Beings, that we are acquainted
with in the World, let us but now confider
where we can faften the Origination of
them, and whar, or who it was that im-
printed thefe admirable attive Charaers
at firft upon things imNature.

It is impoffible they fhould have them
from themfélves, and their own ativity :
For, 1. That were to {uppofe them to be
before they were. Again, 2d/y. Since it
is apparent they are determined in their
Being. and Operations , it is neceffas

C 4 they

)




24  Magnctifmus Magnws : Or,
they fhould have a Caule of fuch their De-
termination, asI have fhewed in the for.
mer Chapter. 3dly. Again, fince it is ap-
Y_arent there is an admirable variety of thelc
elf-moving Principles fpecifically diffe-
ring one from another, and yet all obfer-
ving and contaiping themielves within
their feveral {pecifical Bounds and Limits
of their Kinds and Natures, 1t muft needs
follow that they have their feveral Species,
and are contained within them by a fupe-
riour Difponent, and not from themfelves ;
otherwife what fhould hinder but that
that which difpofed its fpecifical Power in
the rank of a Vegetable, {hould not as well
difpofe of it felf ifito the rank of an Animal,
or Humane Principle ? For it were as well
effeCtive of the one as of the other, ifit
difpofed it felf, and probably would take -
up the moft perfe&t Form, or Vis Effenti-
alis. It remains therefore that thofe Forms
or Effentisles Vires aut Virtutes, were
primitively and in their originalare s Di/po-
nente, from fome Supgriour Power, that at
firft imprinted this Charafter upon them

with great Wifdom and _Goodnefg.
Therefore it remains that this 7zs or
Firtas thus {pecify’d and determined, hath
its Origination and Determination from
fome other Being, And if we fhall fu;;;-
pole
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pofe that this Vs or Virtus  Effentialis &
Specifica hath its Origination from Matter
it {elf, and its various Modifications, we
are ftill befides the Mark ; 1£. Becaufp
that Vis or Pirtus Effentidis is a difkin&
Entity from Matter, and though it refides
in it, itisa differing Entity from it. 2dly,
Itisa Nature or Entity above the power
of Matter, and therefore the Eduizio For-
marum ¢ potentia Materie is an unconce

tible Hypothefis. if it were in the Body
of Matter before, how came it thither ?
If it were not there before, it is impoffible
that it fhould be educible out of jr by the
force of any bare naturg] Agent: Indeed
the Agent may modific and difpofe ‘the
Matter, {0 as to be a convenient Inftry-
ment for the 7is or Virtus that before re-
fided in it, toaQ and exere its Activity ;
but it can never give it a Being, but either
it muft finditthere, or bring it thither ;
for dull una&ive Matcer, that feems to be
purely Paffive, can never yield ie.  3dly,
But fuppofe that the various Modification
of Matter were fufficient, o as from
thence that aitive Principle, which we
call the Form or Effential Virtue, might
emerge, yet flill it leaves us in the dark
without the Suppofition of fuch an Agent
of that adminable Wifdom A Knowhdg&:

an
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and Power, that could and did a¢ firft o
dextroufly modific thatMatter,that it could
produce thofe Exquifite Exertions of Moti-
ons, Propenfionsand Appearances, {o uni-
formly, regularly, and unerringly, as we
fee in Vegetables, Animals, and this lictle
Particle of Nature, the Magnet. Let us
{earch within the whole compafs of Nature.
What Man, or Counlcl of Men can, or
ever could effetit? The Dove of Arehs-
tas, and the Clock of Strasburgh are poor
_inconfiderable Awtomata in comparifon of
a Fly or a Flea.

But the truth is, it is neither the Modi-
fication of Matter,gnor any other Natural
Agent, that upon the fcore of its own
Strength, or the fingle Aivity of any
Natural Agent, can alone produce this
{elf-moving Principle, whichTcall the Vs
Effentialis, others call Form. Itis an En-
tity of another Nature from Matter : And
although the Origination of Matter it {elf;
and the moulding of it into thofe admirable
Orders, Pofitions, and goodly Struttures,
which we daily behold 1a the great Inte-
grals of the Univerfe, are evident Indica-
tions of the Power and Wifdem of the
Great Archite& of the World; yet thele
are not to be compared to moft of thofe
felmoving Powers, that the God of Naa

ture
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ture hath diffeminated, and fent abroad
into thefe and moft other of the Particles
of Nature.

And this Vis or Virtus, thefe Principia
Motiva, 1 look upon as the moft Glorious
and Wonderful part of the Creation : Neij-
ther isit poffible by any means to deduge
their firft Original but from the Divine
Power and Efficiency. Let all the Men
in the World put their Heads, and their
Wits, and their Skill, and their Hands ro-
gether, they can never originally imprint
upon any Matter the Magnetical Motions
of a poor inconfiderable Loadffone, much
lefs thofe feM-moving Principles of a higher
Nature, as thofe of Life, Senfe, or Rea-
fon, which - we daily behold in the Vege-
tables, Sentient and Ratienal Province.

What a ftir have the Chymifts made to
make Gold, though it have none of thofe
{elfmoving Principles in it that we fee in
a Magpner, and yet how pitifully therein
they delude themfelves and others. But
who ever could de #owo frame a Maguoet
with all’ its Magnetical Motions, unlefs
it were by putting together {ome Particles
of the fame Stone, that had a. prior Mag-
netical Virtue infus’d in them by Nature,
ar by the Barth, the primum magnetioum 2

And
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And if any Man fhall tell me, that we
need not go fo high as Almighty God in
the Produftion of Natural Awromata; for
Vegetables and Animals daily propagate
their Kinds, which, when propagated,
have within them their felf-moving Prin-
ciples, which yet they had z generantibus;
and the Magnet it {elf hath its Prodution
by the Earth:

I have prevented this Objeftion in the
beginning of this Chapter, wherein I have
taken notice, that fome Natural Automasa
have their Origination independent upon
any other Natural Caufe, as the Magne-
tifm of the Earth, and the Primogenial Pro-
dutions of Animals and Vegetables. O-
thers have their Origination by, Propaga-
tion, ¢c. as Magnets, and things produced
ex Semire: Butin all thofe theillation of
a Sovereign Caufe of them is equally ne.
cefary in refpe& of the Nature of the felf-
moving Principles themfelves, which in
their primitive Conftitution require no
lefs than the Sovercign Caufe of all things :
And in their mediate Produion ftill the
Producents are but his Inftruments, and
are produltive of them in the vigour of that
Lawand Inftitution that the God of Na-
ture hath given and eftablifhed for them.
Allthe Communications of thefe Pzres or
Virtuges
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Virtutes Effentiales, either ex femine, or by
propagation , as in Vegetables and Ani-
mals, or by contalt or irradiation, as of
Fire or Magnets, are but a continuation of
the ficft primitive Pirtutes Effentiales, that
were at firft lodged in the primitives or firft
Individuals of their Species by the imme-
diate Power of Almighty God ; yea, the
very Vis Productiva of them was but a part
of that primitive Effential Virtue that
was lodged by the Pinger of God in their
primitive Natures and firft Individuals.
And therefore in all the fucceffive Speci-
fical and Effential Vertues, and felf-mo-

ving Principles that noware, or ever have

been in the World by Seminal Propagation,

Conta&, or Irradiation, we muft have the

famerecourfe to the Supreme Caufe no lefs

than in the firft Individuals or Subje@s in

which they were at firft lodged.
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cH A P IV,

The Evidence of the Exiftence 0f a Deity
ﬁ'am the Excellent Ordination of thefe
Powers to their [everal Ends and
Ulfes.

E that attentively confiders all the
Works of Nature, will ind Four
Kinds of Adaptations in them.

I. An Adaptation of their Organs to
their feveral and refpeftive Effential
Powers, or Faculties, or Inclinations and
Motions. :

II. An Adaptation both of their Organs
and Faculties totheir own Good, and ufe-
fulnefs of their Being.

III. In many of them an Adaptatior
not only to the Convenience of their Indi-
viduals, but to the Prefervation of their
Kinds or Species.

IV. An Adaptation and Accommodation

of their Organs, Powers; and Motions to
other
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