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38 Magnctifmus Maguys : Or,

And thefc are contained in thofe tre
Books or Volumes, 1. That of the Works
and Providence of God. 2. That of Di-
vine Revelation; both which do afford to
the Humane Reafon, Intelleft and Nature,
admirable Morives to incline the Soul to
its true Habitude and Pofition toward Al-
mighty God , but efpecially the latter of
thefe.

CHAP X

Touching the Rational Infbances and Mo-
tives of the Converfun of the Soul to
God upon the Account of the Works of
Nature and Providence.

Lthough Almighty God hath fo or-
dered the Frame of the Humane

Soul that it hath many Handles, as it were,
whereby it may be kept and turned about
to its due Pofition unto Almighty God,
which is its Happinefs and Perfe@ion ; and
he that made us, knows {0 well our Frame,
that he can, and doth, dailyapply fit At-
tra&tives to thofe Arfule bumane Anim.e;
yet among(t them all,there are three principal
Affections
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Affections of the Soul, that are of great
moment and ufe in this matter : viz, Love,
Gratitude, and Dependance. ‘

1. Love is the ftrongelt and moft vigos
rous Affe@ion of the humane Soul; it &
the great Spring that excites and governs
all the Wheels and Motions of the Soul,
and is in truth the patural and proper Vers
ticity of the Humane Soul : “The Soul
moves entirely after that which it entirely
loves ; and that doth as naturally carry
the Motion of the Soul toward it, as the
Magnet governs the Motions of the Nee-
dle ; fo that it is fomewhat more than mo-
rally true, dnima eff ubi amat. 1f a Man
entirely loves Wealth, or Pleafures, or Ho-
nours, the Soul entirely moves after it, u-
{cth all means to attain it, is difquieted and
vexed if fhe mifsit, and is in effect wholly
governed and managed by the ftrength of
his Love to it : It commands all the reft of
the Affe&ions and A&ions of the Man;
his Reverence, his Care, his Vigilance,
Attention, Obedience. ' Love is as ftrong
as Death ; and that Obje& that hath once
gotten this AffeGtion, leads the Man as it
pleafeth, and therefore, Hof. 11. 4. ftiled
the Cords of a Man, the Bands of Love.
And if this Affe@ion be principally fet up-
on the Glorious God, the Soyl is placcg

an
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and fettled in its due Pofition, and is entire-
1y under his Government, :

Now there are two great and powerful At-
traétives of this Affe@ion, wiz, 1ft. Excel-
lency , Beauty, or Goodnefs, which are
but different Expreflions of the fame thing:
and, 2. Love, and the Effets or Indicati-
ons thereof, Bounty and Beneficence.

1. As to Excellence and Beauty, it is in

all Inftances a Motive and Excitation of
Love: Every thing in Nature, {o much as
it hath of Beauty and Excellence, {fo much
of our Love it doth obtain.
. Now the admirable Order and Beauty of
the Univerfe doth not only convince the
Underftanding chat there is a God, the So-
veraign Caufe of this Order and Beauty of
the Univerfe, and the feveral Parts thereof,
but doth neceflarily conclude a Tranicen-
dent Beauty and Exeellence in that Sove-
raign Caufe ; mamely, an immen{e Power,
Wildom, Goodnefs, and Perfection in him
who made, and contiamally ordereth and
difpofeth it in that excellent Frame and
Order.

2. Beneficence and Bownty unto allthings,
efpecially to that Subje&t whergin this Af-
fection lodgeth.

And alchough it be true, that the innate,

intrinfick , appropriate Goodnefs and Per-
' feltion
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feCtion of ‘any Being doth, upon a true rg-
tional Account, deferve our Love, though
it were not at all extrinfecally communi-
cative of Goodnefs to us : yet it is certaim
that"Love and Beneficence in amy Objefk
doth more vigoroufly work upon our Af
feftion of Love, than thefimple intrinfick
Excellence of the Obje& 1t felf. And
the Reafon is, becaufe Beneficence, Love,
and Communicative- Goodnefs hath not
only an intrinfick Beauty and Lovelinefs,
but alfo gives us an Intereft and Benefit in
it, and by it : and fo upon the Account of -
Self-Love, of Love to our felves, it increa-
{feth our Loye to that beneficent Obje&t ;
and Self-love , that hath a great Intereft in
every Man, renders his Love to a benefi-
cent Obje&t more vigorous and a&ive.

Now if any Man confiders the incom-
parable Bounty and Goodnefs of Gad to
the Humane Nature, upon the account of
the things of this Life, he cannot waat a
powerfull Incentive to draw out his Love
to {uch a Benefattor.

Let 2 Man but confider the noble Stru-
Gure and Frame of the Humane Body, the
admirable Faculties of his Soul , the Do-
minion that thereby he hath over all things
in the inferiour World, the Provifion that
is made for his Food, Cloathing, Habita-

£1011,
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tion, Medicine, Delight, the Accommo-
dation of Animals, Vegetables, Minerals,
Elements, Meteors, nay of the very Mo~
tions and Influences of the Heavenly Bo-
dies, to his Ufe, Contentation, Conveni-
ence, Health, Pleafure, Delight, and infi-
nite more Topicks of this nature, he hath
reafon to conclude, even upon the Account
of the Works of Nature, and of the com-
mon Effe@ts of Divine Providence, that
Almighty God 1s a moft Bountiful Benefa«
&or unto him, and therefore deferves his
- highelt and intenfeft Love. And moft cer-
tainly, itis the want of due Attention and
Confideration that all the Good we have is
from his Bounty and Beneficence, if we
do not return unto him the greateft Love
and Obfervance imaginable, even upon the
bare Account of this liberal Beneficence.
And this is that which the Apoftles inti-
mate , even. in relation to the Heathens,
AQ. 14. 17. Neverthele[s he left not himfelf
without Witnefs in that he did good, and gave
rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seafons, fil-
ling onr hearts with food and gladnefs.
Therefore the Divine Love and Benefi-
cence to Mankind is a greag Attrative of
the Love of the Soulto God.  Magnes amo-
ris amor. And what is faid by the Apoltle
gs tothofe greater Indications of the Divine
Love
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Love (whereof hereafter) 1. Joh. 4. 10,
the antecedent Love of God to Mankind,
even in thefe common Adminiftrations of
his Providence, doth not only deferve, bug
upon a kind of natural Attraltion draws
out our Love to him.

2. The fecond Affe€tion that I princi-
pally infifted upon,. is that of Grazirude,
which {eems to be an Inclination, or Ra-
tional Inftin€t of the Humane Soul, and fo
naturally radicated in the Soul, that he that
is without a kind of natural Cogency (as
1 may callit) to it, feems to have put off
the very humane Nature, and Apoftatized
from it. The Obligation to it is fo natural,
{o univerfal, and {o operative, that Ingra-
titude is both odious to Mankind , and
breeds in the Perfon him{clf a {ecret Shame
and Self-Condemnation.

And the Effeéts of Gratitude are, 1. A
{ecret Connexion and uniting of the Soul to
the Benefattor. 2. An Endeavour by all
due Means to requite the Benefit with all
the Offices of Love and Duty. And, to
fay the truth, Grartitude is but a kind of
Inftance and Indication of Love toa Bene-
fa&tor, and arifeth upon the fame Account,
namely, as Benefits received inviteth Love,
{o itraifeth Gratitude to the Benefa&or.

And therefore the very fame Communi-
cative
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cative Goodnefs of God, that naturally ex-
citeth our Love, exciteth our Gratitude,
and therefore need not again to be here re-
peated.  And becaufe the Goodnefs of God
to' Mankind, even in his cohmon Provi-
dences, doth exceed any commenfurate Re-
tribution or Recompence o him, we can-
not by any Means advantage him' that is
All-fufficient in' himfelf ; therefore the na-
tural Effe@ of Gratitude is to make the beft
Retribution we can, namely, to Obferve,
Honour , Glorifie, Praife, and' Acknow-
ledge his Goodnefs and Bounty, to Obey
his Will with all Chearfulnefs and Alacri-
ty, to convert and turn the Afpe& and
Tendency of our Souls to him, which is
the true ftate, pofition, and verticity of
the humane Soul.

3. The Third Affe&ion, which I fhall
inftance in, is' that of Trwft awd Depen-
dance, which arifeth upon Four Premifes :
r. A daily Senfe and Experience of our
own Wants, Deficiencies, and Dangers,
and of our own Infufficiency to overmatch
or avoid them. All the Inftances of our
Lives furnifh us with Experiences of this
Nature. And, 2. A due Senf€ of a Suffi-
ciency of Power in fome other Being to re-
lieve or fupply us. 3. A due Senfeof a-
bundant Goodnefs, Beneficence, and %ﬁ?

1
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Will, in the fame Powerfull Being, to bé
propitious unto us. 4. A Senfe that that
Powerfull and Beneficent Being is or may
be acquainted with' our Exigencics and
Extremities. And upon this Account it is,
that in fuch Inftances, which Men ordi~
narily fuppofe are governable, or to be ma-
ftered by other Means, Men ordinarily fly
unto them, as to their Wits and Contri«
vances, to their Riches and Wealth, to
their Friends and Relations, to Princes and
Magiftrates, to Phyficians and Surgeons,
according to the various Conditions of theig
Needs or Wants: but when Extremities
or Fears rife above the Relief of ordinary
Means, there are few People in the World
but have recourfe to the Sovercign Power
of God for their Relief. Fonsh 1. 5. When
the Mariners (the rougheft and boldeft
Generation of Men) were'in a Storm that
exceeded' their Pilot’s Skill, then the Ma-
riners were afraid, and cryed every one
unto his God, and reproved Fonah for not
calling upon his God : {o that the Affetion
of Fear alfo hath its part in the Exercife of
this Affeftion ; and though the Saying of
the Pocet favours too much of Atheifm,
Primus in orbe Deos fecit Timor 5 yetin this
Senfe it hath a Truth, that Extremities
and invincible Fears and Dangers draw
Men
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Men to the Recognition and Veneration
of God, which poflibly could not be fo ea-
fily drawn thereunto: In their Affliction
they will feek me early.

And not only Extremiities are the Mo-
tives of this Converfion to God in Suppli-
cations and Dependance, but alfo the com-
mon Experience of the Deficiency and Dif-
appointments, that do fo commonly hap-
pen in ordinary Means , doth carry the
Minds of Men to the Sovereign Power of
Almighty God, to blefs and profper the
Means, to {upply the Defefts thereof, to
interpofe in their Difappointments. And
this in ‘all Ages and Nations we may ob-
ferve to be ufual.

And now although the Divine Benefi-
cence, even in thefe external Benefits, is
in it felf a fufficient Attra&ive of our
Love and Gratitude to God, and our De-
pendance upon him, fince all thefe are Atts
of his free Bounty and Goodnefs ; and as
without him we cannot procure them, fo
neither can we at all deferve them, or the
leaft of them: yet thefe Means had not
that effe, that might reafonably be expe-
&ed by fuch a Bencfator. And the Rea-
fons or Occafions thereof were principally
thefe :

Firft, ‘Becaufe by Evil Education and
Cuftoms;
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Cuftoms, and by the fubtlety of the Ene-
my of God and Man, and his Inftruments,
the Notion of God was greatly corrupred
in the Minds of Men : they fell to Idolatry
and Polytheifm , making Creatures and
Idols their Gods: This is that which the
Apoftle learnedly and truly deferibes ,
Rom. 2.

Secondly, The Commorinefs and Affi-
duity of thefe Benefits rendered them lef§
obferved and valued, and Mankind thereby
grew almoft as fenfelefs of their value, or
of the Author of them , as the Brute
Beafts ; they were either not taken notice
of, or nat confidered, but enjoyed as things
of Courfe, and a common Natural State
of things, and fo Men enjoyed them with-
out any value or admiration of them; ot
of the Goodnefs, Bounty, and Beneficence
of God that beftowed them. Certainly
the Circular Motion of the Sun or Stars
is a greater Miracle of Wifdom,; and Pow-
er, than either of their Reft can be, and
of greater Benefit and Advantage to the
Children of Men @ And yet becaufe it is
common and ufual, Men are not affeed
with the Admiration of it, or Gratitude
for it : But if the Sun fhould ftand ftill but
a day, it would prefently put theWorld in-
to Admiration. - Great Works and Bénefitd
H are
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are lightly valued or obftrved, when com-
mon and ordinary. '

Thirdly, But although thefe were but
the dull Apprehenfions of the common
fort of Mankind, yet there were man
confiderate and obferving . Men in the
World, that had a better Advertence and
Valuation of the Divine Beneficence even
in thefe external Difpenfations of Provi-
dence, and they took notice of Almighty
God to be the bountiful Author of all thefe
external Benefits: And yet there were fome
Conliderations that mzde them . fet the lefs
value upon them, which in. truth were of
moment ; and they were principally thefe :

Firf? ," They did obferve that thefc Bene-
fits were promifcuoufly . diftributed - to
Good and Bad; {o that as the Wife Man
tells us, Ecclef, 9. 1. No Man kaoweth either
Lowe or Hatred (‘the Divine Favour, or
Difpleafure) 4y all that is before them : and
Ecclef. 8. 14. Fuft Men 1o whom it happencth
according to the work of the Wick:d; and
Wicked Men to whon it happeaeth according
to the Work of the Righteons.

Stcondly, Which is vet more, they ob-
ferved thar accarding to the mfual Oceur-
rences of the Divine Providence, it.moft
ordinarily happencd that Bonis. Male, Malis
beme, which hath ftagger’d even Men of

great
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great Wifdom and Picty : Fob. 21. 7. Pfal,
73- 3. Jerem. 1a. 1.

Thirdly, But yet farther, upon a firift
Obfervation by inquifitive Men, they
found much diffatisfaction in the moft plens
tifull Enjoyments of External Benefits; in-
{fomuch that they wrote Vanity and Vexation
of Spirit upon all the beft Enjoyments of
Externals.

Fourthly, But let a Man have the moft
pleatiful Enjoyment of the good things of
this Life, and a moft high Guft and Relifh
of them, yet ftill Men were under the Prz-
fenfation and Apprehenfion of Death,
which would infallibly put an end to the
beft of thefe Enjoyments, and allayed and
abated the Contentment of their prefent
Enjpyments; {o that according to the figni-
can: Expreffion of the Apoftle, Heb. 2, 15.
through fear of Death, Men were all their
Life-time fubjett to Bondage, even in the
mic(t of their moft exquifite Enjoyments.

Fifthly, But this was not all, the more
ferbus (grt of Mankind began to conflider
the Excellence of the humane Soul, and
the great difpropertion that there is be-
tween the beft Externals of this Life, and
the Capacity, Defires, and Delights of the
Humane. Neither did they relt there, but
the; had not only ftrong Sufpicions, buc
H 2 high
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high Perfuafionsof the Immortality of the
Intelleftual Soul ; and they very ealily
found chat thofe things that we ordinari-
ly fet a great Efteem upon, as Bodily Plea:
fures, Wealth, Riches, Fame, Power, Ho-
nour, mult needs be very infignificant
Things to the Srate and Condition of a fe-
parate , immortal, intelle€tual Soul ; but
fomewhat elfe was to be reached after,
more {utable to fuch a Nature , and fuch
a State ; and therefore thefe temporal Bene-
fits, though they were of ulfe for the State
of this Life , were not of fo true a Value
as ordinarily Men thought ; and yet for all
this, even the Wifeft and moft perfpicaci-
ous Men were in the dark, and knew not
how with any certainty to frame to them-
felves an Idea of the State of a feparated
Soul, or wherein its Happinefs confifts,
or how it was to be certainly attained.
And although the more Mercurial and Po-
ctical Wits ran out into a Thoufand Fan-
cies of Elyfian Fields ; of the Migration
of Souls, of the various Periods and Pera-
grations of the Soul ; yet the more Judici-
ous, though fatisfied in the Opinion of the
Immortality of the Soul, yet were not fa-
tisfied with thefe uncertain and conjeffural
Suppofitions touching the manner of its
future State and Condirion.

Upon
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Upon all thefé Accounts, the Divine
Wifdom and Goodnefs took another and
more effettual, and yet a moft rational
Means, highly farable to the Nature and
Exigence of Mankind, to retain him and
reduce him to the true and juft Pofition of
his Soul in relation to the Almighty, and
¢onfequently to Happine(s and Bleflednefs,

C A P XL

Touching the Secod Means of Comverfi-
or of the Seoul to God , namely Di-
Yine Revelation,

Come now to that other great Means

of the true Converfion of the Soul to
God, and placingit in its true and right
pofition, in relation to him; namely Di-
wine Revelation.

And although in refpeét of the manner
of the Difcovery, this Means is Divine and
Supernatural, yet we ihall hercafter fee
that it is.nor improperly ranked among
thofe Means thar I call rational, becaule
when difcovered, it bears a high Congrui-
ty to true Reafon, and the Faculties of the
Reafonable Soul of Man : And becaufe the
X d moft
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