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CH AR (L

Touching the Reafomablenefs of the Chri-
fhian Religion 5 and _ the Jutableuefs
thereof* to the Redutbion of the Soul to
its due State, Pofitim and H appine(s.

Here are many Truths both in Nature

and Divinity, that have not, neither
indeed can have their firfk Dilcovery unto
Mankind, but by fupernatural Revelation,
which yet being difcovered, have a high
Congruity and Confopancy to true Reafon ;
As for Inftance, The manner and order of
the Creation of the Univerfe, as it is deli-
vered by Mofes, if it be duly confidered,
is greatly confonant to the Nature and
Reafon of the things in the World, and
yet it is impoffible that it fhould at firft be
difcovered, but by {upernarural Revelati-
on; for no Man was, or could be a Wit-
nefs to the Creation of things that were
pre-exiftent to his Being, neither is it poffi-
ble for humane Reafon to fearch out by
bare Ratiocination, the diftinét order, me-
thod, periods, and other Circumitances of
that Great Work of Omnipotent Power,
and Wifdom : And the fame mayin a great
mea-
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meafure be afferted, touching many of the
important Methods and Circumftances of
the Redemption of Mankind, and Evange-
lical Do@rine: Some things therein deli-
vered, I confefs, were before believed, either
by the Light of Nature, orat leaft by fome
antient Tradition; as the Exiftence and
Perfeftion of Almighty God, the Immor-
tality of the Soul, and a Future State of
Rewards andgPunifhments; though the
Notions thereof were troubled and con-
fus’d : But the Evangelical Revelation hath
thefc great Preferences: 1. That fome
things are difcovered therein which were
never before difcovered,nor difcoverable but
by Divine Revelation ; as, the Miraculous
Conception and Miffion of the Mefias ; the
Expiation for the Sins of Men, and the
Impetration of Eternal Life for Mankind,
by his Death ; and divers other great E-
vangelical Myfteries. 2. Thatas to thofc
very Points of Truth that in fome meafure
were hefore apprehended and believed by
Mankind, yet they are more diftin&ly,plain-
ly, and evidently difcovered, inand by the
Evangelical Revelation ; {o that as to.both
thefe, it is truly faid, bt life and immor-
tality are brought to light by the Gofpel.  But
although this be true, that the Captrivance
of Man’s Redemption could only be bg in-

nite
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finite Wi{dom, and the Diftovery it feIf s
fupernatural, a divine Meffage from Hea-
* ven, and publifhed to us by the Son of God,
Heb. 1, yet the Truths thus revealed do
bear a great Confonance and Congruity to
the True Light of Reafon, to the true
State of the humane Naturg. For to fay
the Truth, True Reafon in the Souls of
Men, is but a Ray or Beam of that tran-
{cendent Wifdom that is in God ; and it is
mo longer true Reafon, thin as it bears a
Congruity and Confonance to that Divine
Realon (as I may, with Submiffion, call
it 3 ) namely, the Divine Wifdom: And
though in relation thereunto,, the humane
Reafon bears not {o great a Proportion as
the Light of a Candle doth to the Sun, yet
certainly, if it be True Reafon, it holds an
Analogy and Conformity to its Fountain
and Original , and ceafeth to be Reafon
when it fuits not to it. And in this re-
fpe€t I have adventured to rangethis means
of Converfion of the Soul to God, among
Means that are rational , and to call them
reafonable and intelle¢tual Means. And
indeed they are fo: there is no Religion
that is, or ever was profefled in any Age,
that hath {o great a futablenefs to True
Reafon ; no Means or Method of bringing

the Soul into its true, genuine State and
Pofition,
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Pofition, as the Chriftian Religion and Dos
&rine.

I (hall not purfue this Subjeét at larges
but fhall give [gme Inftances, making good
my Affirmation.

1. The Evangelical Dottrine gives us
a clear Account of the Immortality of the
Soul, and this is a Do&rine highly f{urable
to the very Sentiments of our Souls. 1. The
Confent of the moft Learned and Judicie
ous Se&s of the Philofophers, the Platonifts,
and many of the Stoicks. 2. It feems an
utter unlikely thing, that the Noble Crea-
ture Man, of fuch admirable Endowments
and Faculties of Mind, a Mind of that
great Capacity, furnifhed with Concepti-
ons that are of an Extent beyond a Life
of Senfé ; a Mind reaching after Immorta-
lity, and Communion with Almighty God,
orat leaft, with thofe Noble Creatures the
Angels : I fay, it is highly incredible that
fuch a Nature, fuch a Mind, fhould be pla-
ced and made, only to take a Turn for a
few years upon the Theatre of this World,
and then die and perifh , and vanifh like a
blaft of flame or {moke, and have a leffer
Privilege of Duration, than many Vegeta=
bles and Brutes. '

2. The Evangelical Do&rine gives us
a diftin& Account of a Future State of
Rewards
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Rewards and Punifhments: Thisis alfo a
Truth highly confonant to natural Senti-
ments of Mankind, and to the ordinary
Appearances in the State of humane Na-
ture. 1. Thereis fcarce any Seft of Lear-
ned and Judicious Men , pay, fcarce any
Nation under Heaven, but is highly per-
fuaded of the Truth thereof in general,
though they labour under differing man-
ners of explicating it. 2. The whole Frame
of the Univerfe do proclaim Almighty God
to be delighted in the due Order and Dif-
pofal'of all things; every thing is full of
Order, Congruity, Beauty, and Comeli-
nefs : only the Difpenfations of External
Good and Evil to Mankind, feem very
confufed and difproportionable to the Con-
ditions and Defertsof Men; Good Men 20
whom it happens aceording to the work of the
wicked ; and wicked men to whom it happeneth
according to the work of ‘the vighteous : there-
fore it is not conceptible but that there
muft be a time to fet things at rights; a
day of the manifeftation of the Righteous
Judgments of the God of Order : this was
the natural Conclufion of the Wife Man,
Eeclef. 3. 16,17. when he faw the Difor-
der that was in' the Difpenfations among
Men, 1 fuidin my heart, God [ball judge the
rightcons and the wicked ; for there is a tims

for
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for every purpofe , and for every Work.

3. The Gofpel teacheth that the Way
-and Means to attain a State of Blefled-
nefs and Glory in that future Life of Ims
mortality , is,“by converting the Soul to
Almighty God, by Faith, Love, and Obe-
dience ; by Purity and Holinefs, by Righ-
teoufnefs, and Charity, by Sobriety, and
Patience ; and all thefe Chriftian Vertues
recommended to us by the Precept and Ex-
ample of Chrift Jefus: And certainly if
we examine this impartially by Reafon,
{uch a Statt and Pofition, and Temper of
the Soul is moft futable and agreable to a
Life of Immortality and Happinefs.

And we may take a meafure of it by
the contrary : Letusbut fuppofe a Soul en-
tirely addicted to a Senfual Life, and the
love of this World, placing its Felicity in
Carnal Pleafures, Eating, Drinking, Wan-

- tonnefs, Recreations, Bravery of Apparel,
Splendid Houfes and Furniture, Great Re-
tinue, great Store of Lands, Money, Flocks,
Herds; 'in Delights of the Ear, the Eyes,
and other Senfes ; in Power and Rule over
others, and in the Sence and Delight of
thefe Enjoyments, the Soul to be wholly
immerfed : let any Man but think with
himfelf, how it is poffible for fucha Soul,
thus addi€ted and habitvated, to be in ang;
kin
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kind of Congruity, with theState of Hap:

inefs of a feparated immortal Soul; nay,

ow it is poffible for fuch a Soul to be with-
out extream Vexation, Sortow, and Pertur-
bation, when it comes into fuch a Stateas
is wholly unfutable to, and upcapable of
fuch Enjoyments , which once it made its
Felicity ; and if it had a Capacity to relifh
and tafte fuch worldly Contentments, yet
they are not in that State to be had, they
are quite gone, and out of date, and vani-
fhed away. .

4. The Do&trine of th: Gofpel com-
mands and commends unto Mankind, Pie-
ty towards God, Vertue, Charity, Righ-
teoufnefs, Juftice, Veracity, Fidelity, Sin-
cerity, Integrity, Purity, Holinefs, Humili-
ty, Sobriety, Temperance, Patience, Lons-
ganimity, and all other excellent Vertues ;
and certainly if we take a Mealure of thefe
Precepts even by the Light of Nature, and
True Reafon, we fhall find them admira-
bly confonant thereunto, though there were
o other future Life to'come. 1. If once
that moft radical and natural Notion of the
Exiftence of a Deity, and of his great Per«
fe&ion be but deeply digefted inthe Soul,
the greateft and molt divine fort of Evan-
gelical Precepts are and would be as natus
rally confequential thereupon, as the moft

nccellary
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ftration : fuch as are the Love and Pear of
God, Reverence and Veneration of him,
entire Obedience to him, Patience and Re-
fignation of our Wills to his Will, Sinceri-
ty and Uprightnefs of Heart, Thankful-
nefs to him, Dependance upon him, Truft
in him, a vigilant Converfation becoming
his Sight and Prefence ; an imitation of
him in all things that we are capable toi-
mitate him in.  Again, 2. Tranquillity of
Mind and ConCience was accounted among
the Wifeft of the Philofophers, the greateft
Pitch of Happinefs attainable by Man in
this Life ; and I dare confidently affert,
That no Precepts, no Pratice under Hea-
ven is more conducible to the Tranquilli-
ty of the Mind of Man, than thefe Evan-
gelical Precepts before-mentioned, as mighe
be made eafily evident by Induttion of Par-
ticulars. 3. The Peace and Goed of Man-
kind, and of humane Societies, is a thing
juftly valuable by all Wife and Good Mean :
And what in the wasld is more conducible
thereunto, then Veracity and Truth , Fi-
delity , Righteoufnels, Juftice, Tempe-
rance, Sobriety, Charity , Beneficence ,
Longanimity, Goodnefs,Forgivenefs,Meek-
nefs, Humility, Contentation, and all this
bound on to the Soul, by the ftrifelt Bond
of
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of the Love, Eear, and Duty we owe to
the God of Heaven ? The greateft part of
the Diforders in humane Society, arife by
thofe Vices that are contrary to thofe ex-
cellent Vertues, as by Pride, Ambition,
Covetoulnefs, Falfenefs , , Diffimulation ,
Churlifhne(s, Injuftice, Unrighteoufnefs :
Thele and the like Diftempers of Soul, fill
the World with Rapine, Violence, Oppref-
fion, Contention, and Deceit, which are
cured and remedied by an Obfervance of
the Evangelical DoGtrine, than which there
cannot be any thing more conducible to
the perfeCting of the humane Nature, and
benefit of humane Societies.

5. The Evangelical Doétrine evermore
inculcates thefe two great Qualificati-
ons of the humane Soul ; namely, the
True Knowledge of God, and the true
Love of God : the former is that which
excites the latter, and the latter is that
great commanding AffeGtion of the Soul
that fully brings about the Soul to God,
and to a chearful and fincere Obfervance
of him and his Will ; The Love of God is
the Firft and great Commandment , and
draws along with it the Whole Duty of
Man to God. And this is moft confonant
to what Reafon it felf diftates, and Expe-
rience evidenceth ; he t¢hat hath butﬁthc

rim
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firm hold upon this Affe&tion, governs a
Man as he pleafeth. :
6. The Evangelical Doftrine, in order
to bring about Man to love God, gives us
the higheft,moft tranfcendent, and obliging
Inftances of the Love of God, the anteces
dent, undeferved Love of God to Man, e-
Ipecially in the admirable Oeconomy of our
Redemption by Chrift, as hath been before-
fhewed : And certainly this is the moft ra-
tional way that can be imagined, for the
gaining of this great Affetion, and the
Converfion of the Soul to Ged. 1. It is
in it felf a moft effeCtual Meansto that end ;
Love and Beneficence is the great Attra-
Etive of Love, as hath been before fhewn ;
and that Great God that formed the hu-
mane Soul, and placed it in its feveral Ha-
bitudes and Affe@ions, and therefore beft
knows what doth moft vigoroufly firike
upon thofe altive Strings, the Soul, did
therefore choofe this effeGual Magnetifin
to bring about the Soul to him, 150b# 4. 10.
Hereinis love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us firff. Again, 2. This Method of
Attralting the Soul to God by the great
and primitive Inftances of his Love toMan,
is moft futable to the Frame and Mould of
the Nature of the humane Soul, and offers
no Violence toit. It is true, the Glorious

K _ God
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God is not neceffarily bound to the Laws
that he hath eftablifhed in Nature, they
were Laws given to his Creatures, and not
to himfelf, and he may, and fometimes for
great Ends, derogates from thofe Laws by
the Interpofition of his‘'own immediate
Power, as'in Miracles. And upon the
fame Account may or might if he pleafe,
break in upon the Laws that be hath infti-
tuted in the humane Soul, and might in-
fringe the Liberty of his Will, and turn
him about to him , by an irrefiftible over-
powring Neceflity : But the Wife God hath
{ertled and eftablifhed the Rules and Laws
of the Natures of things, with fo great
Wifdom and Forefight, that he rarely vio-
lates them, but ordinarily proceeds in the
way of his Providential Regiment of all
things, according to thofe Laws and Infti-
tutions which he hath fixed in the Natures
of things: in things {imply Natural, he
vfually proceeds by Natural Applications ;
and in Rational Beings, by Means {utable
to a Rational Nature, and therefore hath
chofen this Means to draw the Soul of Man
to him ; namely, by the Cords of a Man,
and the Bonds of Love, as moft futable to
the Complexion, Nature, and Conffituti-
en, fertled by his own Ordination in the
humane Soul.

Upon
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Upon the whole Matter therefore ¥ con-
clude, that as the Apoftle, Rom. 12. fliles
the Confecration of the Body and Soul to
God 4 reafonable Service ; {o I do with the
fame Evidence of Reafon ftyle the Doétrine
of the Gofpel the Chriftian Religion, a rea-
fonable Religion, a Religion fitted and or-
dered with the moft exquifite Reafon 4
and futablenefs thereunto, to bring the
Soul to.its due Pofition, Refpect, and Habi-
tude to Almighty God, and thereby to have
an Everlafting Happinefs.

CHAP. XIV.

Corzcerning the Superhatural Means of
retaining the Soul in its due Refpeit
and Pofition to Almighty God and of
the Reduttion thereof unto it.

Have hitherto confidered of thofe two
Means of Redu&tion of the Soul to its
due Pofition and Refpett to Almighty God,
which I have ftiled Natural and Rational.
It now remains that I fhould confider
th;: Third Means, which I call Supernatu-
fal.

K 2 Is
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