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CHAP . XIII.
'
touching the Reasonableness of the Chri¬

stian Religion , and the Jutablenefs
thereof to the Reduction of the Soul to
its due St ate j Pofition and Happiness .

THere are many Truths both in Nature
and Divinity , that .have not , neither

indeed cm have their first Discovery unto
Mankind , but by supernatural Revelation ,which yet being discovered, have a high
Congruity and Consonancy to true Reason ;
As for Instance , The manner and order of
the Creation of the Universe, as it is deli¬
vered by Moses, if it be duly considered ,is greatly consonant to the Nature and
Reason of the things in the World , and
yet it is impossible that it should at first be
discovered , but by supernatural Revelati¬
on ; for no Man was , or could be a Wit¬
ness to the Creation of things that were
pre-existent to his Being , neither is it possi¬ble for humane Reason to search out bybare Ratiocination , the distinct order , me¬
thod , periods, and other Circumstances of
that Great Work of Omnipotent Power ,and Wisdom : And the same may in a great

mea -



I

Met&phyficdand Divine Contemplations . I a i

measiire be asserted, touching many of the

important Methods and Circumstances of
the Redemption of Mankind , and Evange¬
lical Doctrine : Some things therein deli¬
vered , I confess , were before believed , either

by the Light of Nature , or at least by some
antient Tradition ; as the Existence and
Perfection of Almighty God, the Immor¬
tality of the Soul, and a Future State of
Rewards and *Punishments ; though the
Notions thereof were troubled and con-
fus' d : But the Evangelical Revelation hath
these great Preferences : t . That some

things are diseovered therein which were
never before discovered,nor discoverable but

by Divine Revelation ; as , the Miraculous
Conception and Mission of the MeJJtas \ the

Expiation for the Sins of Men , and the

Impetration of Eternal Life for Mankind ,
by his Death ; and divers other great E -

vangelical Mysteries . 2 . That as to those

very Points of Truth that in some measure
were before apprehended and believed by
Mankind , yet they are more distinctly,plain¬
ly , and evidently discovered , in and by the

Evangelical Revelation ; so that as to both
these, it is truly laid , that life and immor¬
tality are brought to light by the Gospel. But
although this be true , that the Contrivance
pf Man 's Redemption could only be by in¬

finite
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finite Wisdom , and the Discovery it self is
supernatural , a divine Message from Hea-

• vea , and published to us by the Son of God ,Heb. i . yet the Truths thus revealed do
bear a great Consonance and Congruity to
the True Light of Reason » to the true
State of the humane Nature . For to say
the Truth , True Reason in the Souls of
Men , is but a Ray or Beam of that tran¬
scendent Wisdom that is in God ; and it is
so longer true Reason , thin as it bears a
Congruity and Consonance to that Divine
Reason ( as 1, may , with Submission, call
it ; ) namely , the Divine Wisdom : And
though in relation thereunto , the humane
Reason bears not so great a Proportion as
the Light of a Candle doth to the Sun , yet
certainly , if it be True Reason , it holds an
Analogy and Conformity to its Fountain
and Original , and ceaseth to be Reason
when it suits not to it . And in this re?
spect I have adventured to range this means
of Conversion of the Soul to God , among
Means that are rational , and to call them
reasonable and intellectual Means . And
indeed they are so : there is no Religion
that is, or ever was professed in any Age ,
that hath so great a sutablenefs to True
Reason ; no Means or Method of bringing
the Soul into its true , genuine State and

Position ,
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Position , as the Christian Religion and Do¬
ctrine .

I shall not pursue this Subject at large :
but shall give some Instances , making good
my Affirmation .

1 . The Evangelical Doctrine gives us
a clear Account of the Immortality of the
Soul , and this is a Doctrine highly sutable
to the very Sentiments of our Souls, i . The
Content of the most Learned and Judici¬
ous Sects of the Philosophers , the Platonists ,
find many of the Stoicks. 2 . It seems aq
utter unlikely thing , that the .Noble Crea¬
ture Man , of such admirable Endowments
and Faculties of Mind , a Mind of that
great Capacity , furnished with Concepti¬
ons that are of an Extent beyond a Life
of Sense ; a Mind reaching after Immorta¬
lity , and Communion with Almighty God ,
or at least, with those Noble Creatures the
Angels ; I fay, it is highly incredible that
such a Nature , such a Mind , should be pla¬
ced and made , only to take a Turn for a
sew years upon the Theatre of this World ,
and then die and perish , and vanish like a
blast of flame or smoke, and have a lesser
Privilege of Duration , than many Vegeta ^
bles and Brutes .

2 . The Evangelical Doctrine gives us
a distinct Account of a Future State of

Rewards
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Rewards and Punishments : This is also a
Truth highly consonant to natural Senti¬
ments of Mankind , and to the ordinary
Appearances in the State of humane Na¬
ture . i . There is scarce any Sect: of Lear¬
ned and Judicious Men , nay , scarce anyNation under Heaven , but is highly per¬suaded of the Truth thereof in general ,
though they labour under differing man¬
ners of explicating it . 2 . The whole Frame
of the Universe do proclaim Almighty God
to be delighted in the due Order and Dis¬
posal of all things ; every thing is full of
Order , Congruity , Beauty , and Comeli¬
ness : only the Dispensations of External
Good and Evil to Mankind , seem veryconfused and disproportionable to the Con¬
ditions and Deserts of Men ; Good Men to
whom it hapsens according to the work of the
wicked ; and wicked men to whom it happeneth
according to the work of the righteous • there¬
fore it is not conceptible but that there
must be a time to set things at rights ; a
day of the manifestation of the Righteous
Judgments of the God of Order : this was
the natural Conclusion of the Wife Man ,
Ecclef z . 16,17 . when he sew the Disor¬
der that was in the Dispensations amongMen, 1 said in my heart , God shall judge the
righteous and the wicked ; for there is a tim*
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for every purpose , and for eVery Work .
The Gospel teacheth that the Way

and Means to attain a State of Blessed¬
ness and Glory in that future Life of Im¬
mortality , is, 'by converting the Soul to
Almighty God , by Faith , Love , and Obe¬
dience ; by Purity and Holiness , by Righ¬
teousness, and Charity , by Sobriety , and
Patience ; and all these Christian Vertues
recommended to us by the Precept and Ex¬
ample of Christ Jesus : And certainly if
we examine this impartially by Reason ,
such a Statfc and Position , and Temper of '
the Soul is most sutable and agreable to a
Life of Immortality and Happiness .

And we may take a measure of it by
the contrary : Let us but suppose a Soul en¬
tirely addicted to a Sensual Life , and the
love of this World , placing its Felicity in
Carnal Pleasures , Eating , Drinking , Wan¬
tonness, Recreations , Bravery of Apparel ,
Splendid Houses and Furniture , Great Re¬
tinue , great Store of Lands , Money , Flocks ,
Herds ; in Delights of the Ear , the Eyes,
and other Senses ; in Power and Rule over
others , and in the Sence and Delight of
these Enjoyments , the Soul to be wholly
immersed : let any Man but think with
himself, how it is possible for such a Soul,
thus addicted and habituated , to be in any

kind
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kind of Congruity , with the State of Hap¬
piness of a separated immortal Soul ; nay ,
how it is possible for such a Soul to be with¬
out extream Vexation , Sorrow , and Pertur¬
bation , when it comes into such a State as
is wholly unsutable to , and Uslcapable of
such Enjoyments , which once it made its
Felicity ; and if it had a Capacity to relish
and taste such worldly Contentments , yet
they are not in that State to be had , they
are quite gone , and out of date , and vani¬
shed away . .

4 . The Doctrine of the Gospel com¬
mands and commends unto Mankind , Pie¬
ty towards God , Vertue , Charity , Righ¬
teousness, Justice , Veracity , Fidelity , Sin¬
cerity , Integrity , Purity , Holiness, Humili¬
ty , Sobriety , Temperance , Patience , Lon¬
ganimity , and all other excellent Vertues ;
and certainly if we take a Measure of these
Precepts even by the Light of Nature , and
True Reason , we shall find them admira¬
bly consonant thereunto , though there were
slo other future Life to come . 1 . If once
that most radical and natural Notion of the
Existence of a Deity , and of his great Per¬
fection be but deeply digested in the Soul,
the greatest and most divine sort of Evan¬
gelical Precepts are and would be as natu -i
rally consequential thereupon , as the most

necessary
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necessary Conclusion of a Logical Demon¬
stration : such as are the Love and Fear of
God , Reverence and Veneration of him,
entire Obedience to him, Patience and Re¬
signation of our Wills to his Will , Sinceri¬
ty and Uprightness of Heart , Thankful¬
ness to him , Dependance upon him , Trust
in him , a vigilant Conversation becoming
his Sight and Presence ; an imitation of
him in all things that we are capable to i-
mitate him in . Again , 2 . Tranquillity of
Mind and Conscience was accounted among
the Wisest of the Philosophers , the greatest
Pitch of Happiness attainable by Man in
this Life ; and I dare confidently assert,
That no Precepts , no Practice under Hea¬
ven is more conducible to the Tranquilli¬
ty of the Mind of Man , than these Evan¬
gelical Precepts before-mentioned , as might
be made easily evident by Induction of Par¬
ticulars . The Peace and Good of Man¬
kind , and of humane Societies, is a thing
justly valuable by all Wise and Good Men :
And what in the world is more conducible
thereunto , then Veracity and Truth , Fi¬
delity , Righteousness , Justice , Tempe¬
rance , Sobriety , Charity , Beneficence ,
Longanimity , Goodness,Forgiveness,Meek¬
ness, Humility , Contentation , and all this
bound on to the Soul, by the strictest Bond

of
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of the Love , Fear , and Duty we owe to
the God of Heaven ? The greatest part of
the Disorders in humane Society , arise by
those Vices that are contrary to those ex¬
cellent Vertues , as by Pride , Ambition ,
Covetousness , Falseness , Dissimulation ,Churlishness , Injustice , Unrighteousness :
These and the like Distempers of Soul , fill
the World with Rapine , Violence, Oppres¬
sion, Contention , and Deceit , which are
cured and remedied by an Observance of
the Evangelical Doctrine , than which there
cannot be any thing more conducible to
the perfecting of the humane Nature , and
benefit of humane Societies.

5. The Evangelical Doctrine evermore
inculcates these two great Qualificati¬
ons of the humane Soul ; namely , the
True Knowledge of God , and the true
Love of God : the former is that which
excites the latter , and the latter is that
great commanding Affection of the Soul
that fully brings about the Soul to God ,
and to a chearful and sincere Observance
of him and his Will : The Love of God is
the First and great Commandment , and
draws along with it the Whole Duty of
Man to God . Aiid . this is most consonant
to what Reason it self dictates , and Expe¬
rience evidenceth ; he that hath but the

firm
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firm hold upon this Affection , governs a
Man as he pleaseth.

6 . The Evangelical Doctrine, in order
to bring about Man to love God , gives us
the highest,most transcendent , and obliging
Instances of the Love of God, the antece¬
dent , undeserved Love of God to Man , e-
fpecially in the admirable Oeconomy of our
Redemption by Christ , as hath been before-
Ihewed And certainly this is the most ra¬
tional way that can be imagined , for the
gaining of this great Affection , and the
Conversion of the Soul to God . i . It is
in it self a most effectual Means to that end ;
Love and Beneficence is the great Attra¬
ctive of Love, as hath been before shewn ;
and that Great God that formed the hu¬
mane Soul, and placed it in its several Ha¬
bitudes and Affections, and therefore best
knows what doth most vigorously strike
upon those active Strings , the Soul , did
therefore choose this effectual Magnetism
to bring about the Soul to him , 1 John 4 . 10 .
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
he loved us first . Again , 2 . This Method of
Attracting the Soul to God by the great
and primitive Instances of his Love to Man ,is most futable to the Frame and Mould of
the Nature of the humane Soul, and offers
no Violence to it . It is true , the Glorious

K God
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God is not necessarily bound to the Laws
that he hath established in Nature , theywere Laws given to his Creatures , and not
to himself, and he may, and sometimes for
great Ends , derogates from those Laws bythe Interposition of his own immediate
Power , as in Miracles . And upon the
fame Account may or might if he please,break in upon the Laws that he hath insti¬
tuted in the humane Soul, and might in¬
fringe the Liberty of his Will , and turn
him about to him , by an irresistible over -
powring Necessity : But the WiscGod hath
settled and established the Rules and Laws
of the Natures of things , with so greatWisdom and Foresight , that he rarely vio¬
lates them , but ordinarily proceeds in the
way of his Providential Regiment of all
things , according to those Laws and Insti¬
tutions which he hath fixed in the Natures
of things : in things simply Natural , he
usually proceeds by Natural Applications ;and in Rational Beings, by Means sutable
to a Rational Nature , and therefore hath
chosen this Means to draw the Soul of Man
to him ; namely , by the Cords of a Man ,and the Bonds of Love , as most sutable to
the Complexion , Nature , and Constituti¬
on , settled by his own Ordination in the
humane Soul.

Upon
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Upon the whole Matter therefore I con¬
clude , that as the Apostle , Rom . 12 . stiles
the Consecration of the Body and Soul to
God a reasonable Service ; so I do with the
fame Evidence of Reason style the Doctrine
of the Gospel the Christian Religion, a rea¬
sonable Religion , a Religion fitted and or¬
dered with the most exquisite Reason -
and sutablcness thereunto , to bring the
Soul to its due Position, Respect, and Habi¬
tude to Almighty God , and thereby to have
an Everlasting Happiness .

CHAP . XIV .

Concerning the Supernatural Means of
retaining the Soul in its due RefpeU
and Position to Jlmighty God and of
the Reduction thereof unto it .

I Have hitherto considered of those two
Means of Reduction of the Soul to its

due Position and Respect to Almighty God ,
which I have stiled Natural and Rational .

It now remains that I should consider
the Third Means, which I call Supernatu¬
ral .

K 2 It
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