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COREOPSIS

ATKINSON IAN A.

ATKINSON ’S COREOPSIS.
Class .

Order.

8YNGENESIA .

POLYGAMIA FRUSTBANEA.

Natural

Order.

COMPOSIT ® .

Native of
Columbia.

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in

August.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1826.

No. 389.

The word Coreopsis is derived from the two Greek
words, coris , a bug ; and opsis , appearance , or re¬
semblance ; in allusion to the shape of the seeds of
some of its species. The same idea originated the
term tick -seed sun -flower, which has sometimes been
used as an English name for this genus . Atkinsoniana , is a name given to this species by Douglass,
as a mark of respect to W. Atkinson , Esq . of Grove
End , whose talents are well known in the neigh¬
bourhood of the metropolis , in connexion with im¬
provements in heating and ventilating hot -houses.
In a former part of our work we had occasion to
admire and recommend the Coreopsis tinctoria , a
beautiful plant , of annual growth only . Its golden
petals and rich dark eye soon rivetted , we may say
public , attention , and every body enquired for, and
obtained it. From the same inexhaustible source,
North America , we now present its counterpart , but
under a perennial character . Surely ,without betray¬
ing undue enthusiasm , the botanist may well ex¬
claim, wherefore such profuse diversity in nature P
or why such distinction in the duration of plant or of
flower? The very mention of floral duration opens
98

a wide range of thought , which cannot have escaped
the observation of apathy itself . In the study of
nature , man is often permitted to see the adaptation
of one part of her works to that of another , either
in position , or in action ; but the rationale of the
whole as a system is hidden from his view. Why,
it may be asked , do we see the tradescantia Virginica spread wide her petals to the scorching sun,
and fade in the evening dew; whilst the cenothera
tetraptera bursts her confinement to welcome the ves¬
per breeze , but when the rays of morning reach her
snowy bosom , she blushes and dies P Why does the
splendour of the lily continue fifty times as long as
the beauty of the tigridia P Or , the tulip expose its
gradually -ripening beauty through weeks of anti¬
cipation , whilst the iris bursts forth at once in all
its splendour ? These are contemplations befitting
man as a rational being , placed as he is in the
midst of creative wisdom. How quickly does it re¬
duce him to a proper place in his own estimation!
The Coreopsis Atkinsoniana may be divided at
the root for increase , in March or April ; or propa¬
gated from seeds. These should be sown in the
spring ; and the young plants , when of about two
inches growth , should be transplanted into beds,
at from six to nine inches apart . Here they will
become strong , and their radical leaves increased,
but will not flower till the following summer . In
the spring they should be removed from the nursery
bed to the borders and ornamental compartments,
for flowering ; where the only care demanded will
be support to the stems, to prevent their scattering
as they attain maturity.
Bot . Reg . 1376.

VERBE NA ALATA.
WINGED - STEMMED

VERVAIN.

Class .

Order.

DIDYNAMIA .

ANGIOSPERMIA.

Natural

Order.

VERBENACEA! .

Native of
Height.
Mont.Video. 5 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
Aug. Sept. Perennial. iu 1828.

No. 390.

Tlie Celtic name ferfaen, has been thought by
some to be the root whence our Verbena has

sprung;

but this is somewhat uncertain. The Latins have
the very term Verbena, which they applied to herbs,

or, as Pliny says, a tuft of grass, used in Roman
sacrifices. Alata, from the Latin, winged; which
appellation is usually applied to such stems of her¬
baceous plants as have the cortical covering of their
angles dilated into a membranous leafy texture.
The Ammobium alatum is a more perfect example
of the winged stalk than the plant before us.
This species of Verbena far outstrips, in height,
most others of the same genus. In a rich light soil
it will attain six feet in height; and although its
flowers are not very conspicuous, it becomesa bold
and handsome plant. As it is not of bushy or um¬
brageous character, its height need not be an ob¬
stacle to its occupying a place amongst lesser sub¬
jects, where it should have the support of a neat
iron stake.
It may be raised from seeds, or occasionally in¬
creased by division of its roots. A little protection
should be afforded it in winter, if frosts be severe.
Sweet' s FI. Gar. s. *2, 41.

COLLIN 'SIA GRANDIFLO 'RA.
LARGE - FLOWERED

COLLINSIA.

Class .

Order.

DIDYNAMIA .

ANGIOSPEBMIA.

Natural

Order.

SCROPHU LARINAS.

Native of
N.America.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
May, July. Perennial. in 1828.

No. 391.

Nuttall, the author of the Genera of North Ame¬
rica, established the name of this genus in honour
of Zaccheus Collins of Philadelphia. Grandiflora,
from the Latin grandis, great; and flos, a flower.
This is one, amongst others, of the great number
of beautiful plants lately introduced to this country
from North America; but one that requires an in¬
timate acquaintance. It does not salute its admi¬
rers at a garden’s length, but lowly and modest, it
reclines on its home, and invites the hand to raise
it, the eye to inspect its party-coloured flowers,
which are disposed in whorls, as rustic damsels
were wont to garnish the village may pole.
Being low and somewhat recumbent, it may be
grown in patches near the front of the parterre.
Seeds may be sown in spring, in the open ground.
Or, if sown in August, and affordeda little protec¬
tion, in severe weather, the plants will flower early
in the following summer. The recumbent stems
will sometimes strike root, and the stimulus thereby
obtained, will induce a renewed growth, and occa¬
sion the plants, in favourable situations, to continue
through the winter and blossom in May.
Bot. Reg1. 1107.
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COLLO 'MIA GRANDIFLO ’RA.
LARGE - FLOWERED

COLLOMIA.

Class .

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural
'

Native of
N,America.

Height.
feet.

Order.

POLEMOIfflACEjE.

Flowers in
June , Aug.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. | in 1831.

No. 392.

Collomia , from the Greek word kolla , signify¬
ing glue . The term was applied in allusion to a
mucilaginous secretion which is found on the seeds
of Collomia.
This plant is of upright growth , and its lateral
branches never grow inconveniently diffuse. The
soft buff tint of its flowers, being of rare occur¬
rence in the garden , excepting in some species of
honeysuckle , renders it desirable as a novelty in
this particular . It is of the most easy culture and
free growth , for should its seeds be shed from the
parent plant , when ripe , they will quickly spring up,
and bid defiance to all the severities of winter ; and
of course will flower earlier in the succeeding sum¬
mer , than those produced by spring sowing.
We trace , in the Collomia , a propensity not un¬
commonly met with in human nature . When liv¬
ing under the most favourable circumstances it pro¬
duces its flowers most sparingly . They are then
but dotted over its hemispherical head , two or three
at a time ; but if it be grown in very poor soil, or
its roots confined in pots, plunged in the borders,
its flowering will be much more free.
Bot. Reo. 1174.
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