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RU'BUS FRUTICO 'SUS.
var. rubra pleno.
DOUBLE

RED - FLOWERED

BRAMBLE.

Order.

Class.

POLYGYNIA.

ICOSANDRIA.

Natural Order.
BOSACE/R.

Native of
E urope.

Flowers in
Height.
10 feet. June to Sept.

Habit.
Shrub.

Inhabits
Hedges.

No. 577.

Rubus, froma Celtic word, indicating red. Fruticosus, from the Latin frutex, a shrub.
This very showy plant is but a variety of the wellknown British bramble; but whence it has been in¬
troduced to our gardens we are not informed. It is
worthy of notice as a free-growing flowering shrub,
and particularly as a fencing shrub,for who amongst
us would not delight in seeing his hedges clothed
with beautiful flowers, if their utility be thereby un¬
diminished.
Layered, in the usual way, this plant will seldom
make roots, to yield increase, but it may be readilypropagated by covering with mould, in spring, a
few inches of the points of the year-old shoots.
Each point will produce one or more fine plants,
which may be detached by midsummer. If, in
Spring, the old shoots be cut out, and three or four
of the young ones trained to poles, ten or twelve
feet high, or round ornamental supports, they will
emit a profusion of free-flowering lateral shoots, and
prove worthy of a more distinguished title than
bramble. This shrub will grow in any common soil,
even if it be stiff and wet.
145

Don’s Syst. Bot. v. 2, 534.

LUPI 'NUS NA'NUS.
DWARF

LUPINE.

Class.

Order.

DIADEEPHIA .

DECANDKIA.

Natural Order.
EEGTJMINOSE..

Native of
California.

Flowers in
Duration. Introduced
Height.
8 inches. Aug. to Sept. Annual.
in 1833.

No. 578.

For the derivation of the word Lupines, see No.
310. Nanus, from the Latin, signifiesa dwarf.
This is one amongst the most desirable of the
numerous species of Lupine for which so large a
debt of gratitude is owing to the late lamented
Douglas, and his patrons, the London Horticul¬
tural Society. The mingled tints of its flowers,
which have a very pleasing effect, may be observed
to be subject to variation from the soil in which the
plants are grown. Ours grew in a border, contain¬
ing a considerable portion of peat, which has given
to them a much more general tint of blue than oc¬
curs in those grown in red loamy soil. The change
of colour in the blossoms of Hydrangea, which we
noticed in the Auctarium, ( section 126) will he
found not to be peculiar to that plant, although we
know of none other which so prominently displays
the influence of peat.
The Lupinus nanus produces abundance of seed,
which if sown in autumn will flower in May and
June. Spring-sown plants blossom in August and
September; and if sown in May, a still later bloom
will be obtained.
Bot. Reg . 1795.

SISYRIN 'CHIUM CALIFOR 'NICUM.
CALIFORNIAN

SISYRINCHIUM.

Class.

Order.

TRIANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
V

IRIDACE ® .

Native of
California.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in
June , Sept.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1796.

No. 579.

The name Sisyrinchium, is derived from the Greek
sys , a pig ; and

riiygkos

, a snout .

The

original

Sisyi'inchium is noticed by Sir James Smith, in
Rees’s Cyclopaedia, as “ The name of a bulb, men¬
tioned by Pliny, amongst other bulbs, under vari¬
ous Greek denominations. He relates, after The¬
ophrastus, that it is remarkable for increasing, dur¬
ing winter, in the lower part, which in spring be¬
comes contracted, and the upper part is then eatable.
Nobody has ascertained the real sisyrinchium of
Theophrastus. Botanists have applied this appel¬
lation, according to their fancy, without even pre¬
tending to ascertain whether it alludes to the fond¬
ness of swine for the root, or to any resemblance in
its figure to their snout.” To whatever flower for¬
mer botanists applied this name it is evident that
ours has very little affinity with the original.
It is not a showy but a neat and unobtrusive plant,
which, through several months of summer, will gen¬
erally be found ready to offer its admirers a flower,
or promise them one to-morrow. It may be increa¬
sed by division of its roots, and will flourish in any
garden soil.
Hort. Kew, 2, v. 4,135.

CY'CLAMEN VER 'NUM.
spring

' cyclajien.
Order.

Class.
PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

.

Natural Order.
PRIMULACE -V..

Native of
Europe.

Height.
3 inches.

Flowers in
March.

Duration. Introduced
in 1814.
Perenuial.

No. 580.

The roundness of the tuberous root, or the circu¬
lar coiling of the peduncles of Cyclamen is doubt¬
less alluded to in the name, which is derived from
the Greek kukeos ,a circle. It has borne the name of
Sowbread, an appellation which may be accounted
for by the fact mentioned in Lindley’s Natural Sys¬
tem of Botany, “ That the root of Cyclamen is fa¬
mous for its acridity, yet it is the principal food of
the wild boars of Sicily.”
All the species of Cyclamen rank amongst the
most delightful ornaments of the garden ; they pos¬
sessa beauty,a neatness, and oftentimesa fragrance,
which delight every one who has cultivated them.
It is difficult to account for their rarity , but so it is,

that not one respectable garden in twenty possesses
a collection of them. This is still the more singu¬
lar, when it is considered that they may be rapidly
increased from seeds; and also that some one or
other of the species may always be found in flower,
indeed, the same species may be so managed as to
greatly vary its season of gaiety. That we may give
assistance to the more general culture of the several
species of this charming genus, we shall, in the first

place , enumerate them , this will aid some of our
friends in their endeavours to form a collection ; and
hereafter we shall have opportunities of giving such
directions as shall insure successful management.
The species of this very distinct little group of
plants are but few, viz . Cyclamen coum, figured un¬
der No . 229 of the Botanic Garden : Cyclamen vernum , now under notice : Cyclamen Europseum,
sometimes called Clusii : Cyclamen hederaefolium;
of which species there is a red , and also a white, vari¬
ety : and Cyclamen repandum . Four other hardy
species are known , but they are not frequently met
with in the nurseries ; viz. neapolitanum , latifolium,
linearifolium , and Ibericum . The greenhouse spe¬
cies, Persicum , occurs with both variegated and
white flowers, and is as easily managed as either
of those previously mentioned . A more delightful
plant in spring , when covered with its abundance
of flowers cannot easily be conceived ; and a more
fragrant one than are some of its varieties need not
be desired.
The tubers of Cyclamen , although they are mere
reservoirs of nutriment , are unlike those of many
other plants —they are not exhausted by the pro¬
duction of flowers and fruit , and renewed annually
as the solid bulbs of Crocus,but continue to increase
for several years . Their increase depends much on
the proper care bestowed on the plants whilst in
flower, and immediately afterwards , this being the
season when the leaves elaborate the sap into a nu¬
tritive juice , preparatory to its descent and deposi¬
tion in the tuber . We shall , ere long , continue our
notice of this interesting genus.
Loudon’s Ency . of PI . 128.

