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Oenothera viminea / Platystemon Californicus / Scilla praecox / Iris Swertii.
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CENOTHE'RA VIMFNEA . Vav
. dentata
.
TOOTHED

TWIGGY CENOTHERA.

Class.

Order.

OCTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ONAGRACEIE.

Native of Height.
N.America 1 foot.

Flowers in

June

to

Sept.

Duration.
Annual.

Introduced
in 1834 ?

No. 581.

For the derivation of the word CEnothera see No.
163 and 201.

This is a remarkably pretty CEnothera, which
came up amongst some annuals raised from seeds
received from the continent. It has been consider¬

ed a variety of Viminea, but of its being so we have
much doubt. Unfortunately, the specimen from
which our drawing was taken was not preserved,
consequently at the present moment we are preclu¬
ded from so nice a comparison as may otherwise
have been made of it. If on further examination
hereafter, it proves as we have no doubt it will, to
be a distinct species the fact shall be noticed.
This genus has within the last fifteen years been
more than doubled in number, there being now in
culture upwards of sixty species. A few of the
perennial species are somewhat tender, but with a
little attention they may be raised sufficiently early
to flower in the first season, and thus present the
advantages of both annuals and perennials.
Seeds of our present interesting species may be
sown in the borders in April, and the young plants
will merely require to be kept free of weeds.
140

Don

’s Syst. Bot. 2, 688.

PLATYSTE 'MON CALIFOR ' NICUS.
CALIFORNIAN

PLATYSTEMON.

Class .

Order.

POEYANDRIA .

rOLYGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

PAPAVERACE JE.

Native of
California.

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in
August.

Duration. Introduced
Annual.
in 1833.

No. 582.

The name Platystemon is derived from the Greek
platus

, broad , and

stemon

, a stamen

. This

genus

named Boothia by Douglas, and transmitted by
him under this name to the London Horticultural
■was

Society, but changed by Mr. Bentham, on account
of its similarity to Boottia, a generic appellation
already established. From Mr. Bentham’s report
to the Horticultural Society, it appears that the
Platystemon Californicus has not yet been suffici¬
ently cultivated in Great Britain to assume the
same handsome free-flowering character which dis¬
tinguishes the dried specimens received from its
native country, for he observes in his Report to the
Horticultural Society, that this little annual flower¬
ed very sparingly, but the fine specimens
transmit¬
ted by Mr. Douglas in a dry state promise that it
may become as interesting to horticulturists from
its beauty, as it is to the botanist from forming the
connecting link between the Ranunculacese and
Papaveracese.
This was one amongst about 60 species of plants
which were raised from seeds transmitted by Mr.
Douglas from California, when out a second time for

the London Horticultural Society as their Botanical

Collector, in October, 1829. Mr. Bentham states
that Douglas landed in the spring of 1830, at
the mouth of the Columbia river, where he met
with many difficulties and disappointments as to the
journeys he had intended to make to those parts of
the interior which promised the best to reward his
exertions. The natural obstacles opposed by the
wild state of the country, were, in many cases, ren¬
dered invincible by the dangerous character of the
natives; and the whole season of 1830 was consumed
in short excursions in the neighbourhood of the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s Fort.
In the winter 1830-1, an opportunity occurred
of communicating with the northern part of Spanish
California, of which Mr. Douglas availed himself,
and landed early in 1831 at Sans Francisco, from
whence he proceeded to the Spanish settlement of
Monterey. At this place he was well received by
the monks, and every facility was afforded him for
exploring the country in the neighbourhood. He
remained there till the month of August, 1832, when
he left for the Sandwich Islands. Thence he des¬
patched to this country his Californian herbarium
and seeds. Amongst which was our present subject.
Our drawing was derived from a plant which flow¬
ered in the borders of the Birmingham Botanic
Garden. It appears to require no peculiar care,
but may be sown as other hardy annuals. It is not
improbable, from its present appearance but it may
produce the finest plants when sown in autumn,
this, however, must be determined by further ex¬
perience of its powers to bear our climate.

SCIL 'LA PRiE 'COX.
EARLY- riOWERED

SftUILl.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
LILIACEAS.

Native of
Uncertain.

Height.
4 inches.

Flowers in
Mar. April.

Habit.
Introduced
Bulbous. in 1790.

No. 583.

The Greek word skyllo , to injure, is supposed
to be the root of our present generic name. It is
certain that the term was applied by the Greeks to
an acrid bulb, and is so, we believe, at the present
day. The description given by ancient authors of
their skylla is too imperfect to admit of its being

identified; there are, however, strong reasons for
supposing that the Scilla maritima, or officinal
squill, was the plant alluded to. The Latin word,
prsecox, signifies soon, or early.
Although this species of Scilla has, so long ago
as 1790, been introduced to England, it may be
esteemed as comparatively rare ; nor has any figure
of it been hitherto published. It is one of those
early attractions which we always meet with resus¬
citated pleasure. When the garden in the risingyear begins to array itself in gold and purple—in
youthful brilliancy, all nature joins in the scene of
gladness. ’Twere ungrateful then for man to stand
alone in sullen apathy.
It will grow in any common soil, and its bulbs
increase rather freely. It is a plant well suited also
to pot culture.
Loudon’s Ency . of PI . 278.
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I'RIS SWER 'TII
swert ’s iris.
Class.

Order.

TRIANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
IRIDACEJE.

Native of
S. Europe ?

Height.

If

feet.

Flowers in
Duration
April, May. Perennial.

Introduced
in 1819?

No. 584.

The name Iris, the rainbow, in many instances is
well applied to this very beautiful genus of plants.
Emanuel Swert, (or Sweert) after whom this species
has been named, was gardener to the emperor Rodolphus, II . He published a work at Frankfort, in
1612, called Florilegium, with numerous plates of

ornamental plants. The object of this work was
somewhat similar to that of our countryman, Par¬
kinson, in his Paradisus Terestris.
This is a lovely species of Iris ; it possesses a
delicacy and blending of tints, not surpassed by any.
Of the origin of this particular variety there is some
uncertainty, and it is not a plant that is generally

known.

The culture of Irises has of late years been but
little attended to. We are of opinion, however, that
several species may be greatly improved in growth
by attention; and we shall present our readers with
an idea from Gilbert, who, in allusion to some of
the tuberous kinds, says “ their roots sometimes lose
their fibres, and then the green leaves die to the
ground; such as do must be taken up and kept out
of the ground till October.”
Loudon's Ency . of PI . 44.

