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Potentilla tormentillo-formosa / Nemophila phacelioides / Campanula garganica / Eriophyllum
caespitosum.
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POTENTIL ' LA TROMENTILLO -FORMO'SA.
MR. tongue ’s hybrid

potentijlla.

Class .

Order.

ICOSANERIA.

FOLYGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

ROSACE®.

Hybrid
origin.

Height.
6 inches.

Flowers in
Duration
June, Sept, Perennial.

Originated
in 1834.

No. 585.

The derivation

of the

name Potentilla

under No. 157. The trivial name
of the names of the parent plants.

is

is explained
compounded

The many beautiful hybrid plants now produced
in our gardens by industrious cultivators are be¬
coming objects of attention, not only to the flori¬
culturist for their variety and attractions, but also
to the scientific botanist and physiologist. The
plant now under consideration was raised from seed
of Potentilla formosa, fertilized by the pollen of
Tormentilla reptans. It must be confessed that the
genera Potentilla and Tormentilla, are very closely
allied, still they possess characters which are more
distinct than are those of numerous others. Here
then, according as our genera are at present estab¬
lished, is an end of the belief that species of the
same genus only will mingle their characters, by
hybridisation. We may refer to another well at¬
tested instance of seedlings being raised between two
distinct genera—the Digitalis and Gloxinia, stated
under Digitalis hybrida, No. 468 of the Botanic
Garden. It is much to be regretted that botanists
of leisure and ability should not, ere this, have in147

stituted experiments on hybridising, for the purpose
of developing the laws of vegetable reproduction, a
better knowledge of which may, in the first place,
discover to us the organic differences in plants which

constitute a barrier to hybridisation; and, secondly,
may enable us to anticipate the probable value of
the offspring of any two distinct species which may
reasonably be expected to mingle their characters.
We say laws of reproduction; for doubtless these are
immutable; and an investigation of them is the pri¬
vilege of rational beings. To say that these changes
of character in plants, are the result of chance, is,
as Dr. Rogett observes, equivalent to the assertion
that they are wholly without a cause. In lieu of
such rational enquiry, we sometimes find a preju¬
dice raised against the endeavor to effect that which
is more or less continually brought about by nature
uninfluenced by human agency; and it would seem
that when nature cannot conveniently be circumscri¬
bed by the systems of man’s invention, a desire arises
to restrict the prolific operations of that all-bountiful
providence, the incomprehensible variety of which
ought but to excite unbounded admiration.
The Potentilla tormentillo-formosa was raised by
R. Tongue, Esq. of Forton Cottage, Lancaster; and
its prostrate growth much resembles that of Tormentilla reptans, but it does not emit roots at the
stem joints. The Messrs. Pope of Handsworth,
who favoured us with the plant for drawing, say
that with them, it seems to be an almost perpetual
bloomer. It bears some resemblance to our own
hybrid Potentilla, No. 385, but has smaller and less
brilliantly coloured flowers.

NEMO' PHILA PHACELOI ' DES.
PHACELlA - LTKE NEMOPHILA.

Class.

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
HYDROPH YLLACEAL.

Native of
N.America

Height.
1 foot.

Flowers in
July , Aug.

Duration.
Annual.

Introduced
in 1822.

No. 586.

The name Nemophila is compounded of two

Greek words, nemos, a grove; and phileo , to love;
indicating that the plant luxuriates in shady places.
This name was adopted by Nuttall, from the fact,
we believe, that he found it only in the
shady woods
of

Arkansa.

Although this plant has been considered biennial,
it is literally annual. If its seeds be
kept till spring
they do not readily vegetate; but if sown in au¬
tumn, or suffered to fall from the plant, they grow
quickly. The young seedlings will then bear our
most rigid winters, and may be transplanted in the
spring if necessary. It will flourish in any soil, whe¬
ther peat, loam, or that which is light and sandy,

but most luxuriantly in that which is strong and
damp. Its stems are succulent and tender, there¬
fore should be pegged down to prevent their being
broken by winds. A shady situation should be cho¬
sen and one that is sheltered, to prevent its being
blown about.
It will continue in flower several months, and
may advantageously fill a situation unfavourable to
many other plants.
Loudon’s Ency . of PI . 140.

CAMPANULA GARGAN' ICA.
THE

HAREBELL

OE ST . ANGELO.

Class.

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOCYNIA.

Natural Order.
CAMPANULACEK.

Native of
S. Italy.

Height.
5 inches.

Flowers in
July , Aug.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1833.

No. 587.

The derivation of the generic name is stated un¬
der No. 130. Garganica was given by Professor
Tenore as a specific name, from Mount Gargano, in
Naples, where he discovered it, near to fort Angelo.
Professor Don says that this beautiful Campanula
was raised in the Bishop of Rochester’s Garden, at
Bromley, from seeds sent to Miss Murray from Na¬
ples, by the Hon. W. T. H. Fox Strangways. Dr.
Lindley mentions it as having been raised also in
Mrs. Marryat’s Garden from seeds presented to Mrs.
Palliser, by Professor Tenore. Some variation
seems to occur in the plants thus obtained, both in
respect to their leaves, and in the colour and depth
of the lobes of the corolla. Their habit of
growth
also varies ; those raised at Mrs. Marryatt ’s being
more diffuse and spreading than the plant whence
our drawing was taken.
It is a most desirable species of Campanula, par¬
ticularly for rockwork, if it prove quite hardy. It
may be divided at the root, or increased by cuttings.
Kept.in pots of peat and loam, over plenty of drain¬
ers, it will flower abundantly ; or it may be turned
into the borders, in spring.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 3, 761.

ERIOPHYL 'LUM C^ESPITO 'SUM.
TURFY ERIOPHYLLUM.

Class.

Order.

SYUGENESIA.

SUrERFLUA.

Natural

Order,

COMPOSITE.

Native of
Height.
N . America 1 foot.

Flowers in

July , Nov.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1826.

No. 588.

Eriophyllum is deduced from the Greek erion,
wool; and phyllon a leaf. The grey woolly foli¬
age of this plant amply justifies the application of
the name. The specific name, arising out of the
Latin csespes, a turf, is indicative of the compact
growth of this plant—its foliage spreading around
andforming an even little mound,close and turf-like.
This, like many other beautiful plants which we
have had the pleasure of publishing, was sent from
North America to the London Horticultural Society
by their collector Douglas. It is remarkably showy,
and assumesa character in its growth, of which the
drawing of a few flowers only can convey no idea.
When well grown it will spread over a circular space
of three or four feet diameter, and is usually covered
with a profusion of flowers for nearly two months.
Subjects, even of minor importance, sometimes pre¬
sent themselves for delineation, to which no ability
of the artist can do credit.
This plant may be divided in spring or autumn,
and will luxuriate in any good garden soil. It is
most showy when left undisturbed for three or four
years.
Bot. Reg. 1167.
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