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CALLIOP'SIS DRUMMON'DII.
duummonb

’s calliopsis.

Class .

'

SYNGENESIA.

Order.
FRUSTRANEA.

Natural

Order.

COMPOSITE.

Native of Height.
N.America 2 feet.

Flowers in Duration.
September. Annual.

Introduced
in 1835.

No. 589.

The -word Calliopsis is compounded from the
Greek, as noticed under No. 538. It implies that
the flower is beautiful to the sight ; or,
according
to some authorities, has a beautiful eye.
The present handsome showy annual is very
nearly allied to our Coreopsis tinctoria, No. 13;
which is now included in this new genus, and is
known as the Calliopsis tinctoria ; sometimes called
Calliopsis bicolor. We regret these changes and
re-christenings, but must acknowledge them inevi¬
table ; indeed they arise in some degree out of the
exuberance of nature—the superabundant riches of
the vegetable kingdom. No sooner are our
systems
of classification applied to a little group of
exotic
plants, and a genus established, than another un¬
expected link of the vegetable chain of creation is
discovered, which claims one part of such genus as
its intimate congeners, but will rank with the
others
as half brother only. A division is the
result,
The foliage of the Calliopsis Drummondii pro¬
minently distinguishes it from other species. In
cultivation it requires but the common care of a
hardy annual.
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PENTSTE 'MON GRA' CILIS.
SLENDEU PENTSTEMON.
Class.

Order.

DIDYNAMIA.

ANGIOSPEEMIA.

Natural Order.
SCROPHULAHIACE® .

Native of Height.
N . America 1 foot.

Flowers in
July , Sept.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1824.

No. 590.

It will be recollected that some of our present
species of Pentstemon were considered as belonging
to the genus Chelone. A separation of them was
adopted on account of their possessing an imperfect
fifth stamen, and on this distinction from Chelone
the genus Pentstemon is founded. The name, from
the Greek pente , five; stema , a stamen, points out
the circumstance.
This most attractive American genus has, within
the last ten years, given to our gardens an abundant
supply of additional beauties, several of which are
not yet generally known. We intend ere long in¬
troducing them to our readers, feeling assured they
will be received with pleasure.

The Pentstemon gracilis is a small species, but
very hardy ; and when grown in considerable
patches becomesa desirable ornament. Being of
low and unobtrusive habit it should be planted
near to the front of the border ; and to obtain a
luxuriant growth, it will be desirable that it be taken
up every second spring and replanted. A rich
loam with the addition of a little peat will prove a
very suitable soil for it.

GENTIA 'NA SAPONA' RIA.
SOAPWORT- XEAVED GENTIAN.

Class.

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

DIGYNIA.

Natural Order.
GENTIANACEjE.

Native of
N.America

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in
Aug . Sept.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1776.

No. 591.

The origin of the name Gentiana has been pre¬
viously given under No. 51.
There are very few plants of the same stature,
when grown in sufficient masses, and under
success¬
ful culture, which produce a more

splendid effect
than the Gentians.
The dazzling blue of Gentiana acaulis (No. 51)
is never excelled. Some persons
have experienced
disappointment in the cultivation of the species of
this genus, which, generally speaking, has
arisen
from their plants having had too much
nursing,
and in being denied shade and quietude.
A few
species will not bear the least drought ; even
the
Gentianella it will not unfrequently destroy. Gen¬
tiana verna, which is esteemed a very
fastidious
plant, we have seen propagate itself
spontaneously,
when left undisturbed in a shady situation
amongst
moss and lichens. As it is the first object
of the
medical man to ascertain the disease of his
patient,
so should it be of the gardener to
ascertain the habit
of the plant he undertakes to cultivate.
The medicinal virtues of some species of
Gentian,
especially the Gentiana lutea, have long been held
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 2,109.

in high estimation, and by many practitioners are
regarded with considerable attention at the present
day. The root is the part of the plant usually em¬
ployed, which is used in the form of tincture, infu¬
sion, and extract, and found to be an excellent
tonic and stomachic. Modern chemistry has greatly
increased the utility of vegetable remedies, not only
by analysis, determining the exact proportions of
their component parts, but also by concentrating
their active principles, and thereby producing a
medicine in its most simple and energetic state.
The concentrated preparation of Gentian is called
Gentianin, and promises to be a powerful medicine.
We are chiefly indebted to the chemists of France
for thus having discovered that the active principle
of vegetables is contained in a peculiar alkali, and
also for the method of its separation, so as to render
it available to the purposes of the medical practi¬
tioner. The utility of such preparations is abun¬
dantly exemplified by Quinine, the concentrated
active portion of Peruvian Bark, the use of which is
now so generally adopted in preference to the Bark
itself, or its pharmaceutical preparations.
Gentiana saponaria will flourish in loamy soil,
in almost any situation ; it is in the culture of the
smaller alpine species where difficulty sometimes
arises. These, like alpines in general, should not
be exposed to the sun’s rays in the height of sum¬
mer. As well as by division, plants may be pro¬
pagated from seeds, which should be sown in au¬
tumn, in pots, containing a mixture of peat and
loam, and have the protection of the cold frame
during winter.

PYRO'LA ROTUNDIFO 'LIA.
ROUND - LEAVED

WINTERGREEN.

Class.

Order.

DECANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ERICACEAE.

Native of
Britain.

Height.
4 inches.

Flowers in
June , July.

Duration
Perennial.

Inhabits
Woods.

No. 592.

The meaning of the word Pyrola

is

No. 575.

noticed under

Pyrola rotundifolia is one of the rare plants of
our own island. It is mentioned as occurring in
Suffolk and Yorkshire, and also in the Highlands
of Scotland ; but very few botanists have had the
gratification of collecting it in its native habitat.
It has long been known as a British plant, and is
noticed by Lyte and Gerard ; and the latter ob¬
serves that “ It is a most singular wound herb, either
given inwardly, or applied outwardly; the leaves
whereof stamped and strained, and the juice made
into an unguent, or healing salve, with wax, oil, and
turpentine, doth cure wounds, ulcers, and fistulas,
that are mundified from the callous and rough mat¬
ter, which keepeth the same from healing.” The
style of the Pyrola rotundifolia is curved remark¬
ably to suit its requirements. Although a small
object it may become our monitor.
This is the finest of all the Pyrolas, and is very
suitable for planting in a shady peat border ; or for
pot culture with alpines, where it will flourish abun¬
dantly. It may be divided in spring.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 3, 863*
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