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Sedum spurium / Soldanella minima /Campanula naturalis / Thymus azureus.
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SEDUM SPU'RIUM.
SPURIOUS

SEDUM.

Class.

Order.

DECANDRIA.

PENTAGYNIA.

Natural Order.
CRASSU1ACE/E.

Native of
Caucasus.

Height.
4 inches.

Flowers in

August.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1816.

No. 601.

The name of this genus has arisen from the ge¬
neral habit of the plants it contains: they oftentimes
spread upon rocks and dry places, where their roots
cannot insinuate themselves; hence they may be
said to sit upon, instead of grow into, the matter
beneath them. This circumstance is alluded to in
the word Sedum, from the Latin sedeo, to sit.
Low succulent plants, like the present, are re¬
markably ornamental when planted on artificial
rock-work; they maintain their vitality and verdure
unimpaired in the open garden, even when the chill
breath of winter has congealed the subtle fluids,
and destroyed all the grandeur of its loftier neigh¬
bours. The presence of a proportion of evergreen
plants is as indispensable in the open herbaceous
parterre as in the shrubbery. The winter appear¬
ance of the flower garden should always have its
due proportion of attention; and it is by such plants
as the Sedums, Saxifrages, and numerous other
similarly hardy evergreen subjects, that it may be
relieved from barrenness and aridity. We have
oftentimes alluded to the advantages presented by
masses of artificial rock-work, and also by stone
151

borders, in small gardens where every thing may
he said to be artificial. They tend to give relief in
various ways. A level surface may be conveniently
raised into inequalities; and deformities may be
concealed; a variety of colour may also be obtained
by the use of different materials, as gypsum, tufa,
quartz, flints, fragments of lime-stone, granite, mar¬
ble, or other hard rocks ; also over-burnt bricks and
refuse from iron-works may form prominent auxi¬
liaries ; in fact, no material in stone is too rude for
such use. Sandstone is somewhat objectionable
from its encouragement of moss.
If a rocky mound, or a raised border, be required,
the earth being first thrown together in the shape
desired, it is but necessary to cover it in the rudest
manner with such of the above-mentioned materials
as can be obtained, and the picturesque may be
made to reign where dull monotony previously ex¬
isted. Those who cultivate very small gardens
may surprise themselves by their own creations out
of such chaotic materials ; they will, too, increase their
space for plants, for the superficial content of their
rock-work, or lapidarium as it may be called, will
be greater than the flat surface of the garden form¬
ing the base on which it is raised. It is, however,
only in such gardens that the inexperienced should
venture his manufacture of these objects of attrac¬
tion, for wherever natural scenery is to be consi¬
dered, and the extent of ground occupied would
' lead the scientific eye to look for character of land¬
scape, it then should be a matter of consideration
for the man of experience, whether such auxiliaries
as rock-work are admissible.
Don's Syst. Bot. 3, 116.

SOLDANEL 'LA MI' NIMA.
LEAST SOLDANELLA.
Class .

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

PRIMULACE IE.

Native of
Flowers in
Height.
Duration. Introduced
Switzerland. 2 inches. April, May. Perennial. in 1823.
No. 602.

The plant to which the ancients applied the name
Soldanella had leaves which they fancied like little
plates of metal or gold coin, whence the name, from
the Greek solos, a plate of metal ; or solidus , a
coin.
We wrould remind our readers that Solidus was
first adopted by Constantine as the name of a coin;
and that in the early part of the fourth century,
under this converted Roman monarch, Christianity
extended itself with power and rapidity somewhat

supernatural.
This is a remarkably pretty alpine plant, which
always presents a lively tuft of green foliage, and
when growing on s'tone borders, or rock-work, be¬
tween pieces of white gypsum, or large fragments
of tufa, is ornamental at all times. We need not
insist on the advantageous effect of such additions
as these to the flower garden, to such, at least, as
are entirely of artificial character.
The Soldanella minima is not so hardy as one
or two others of the genus, but where alpines are
not cultivated in pots, it may be planted on a stone
border, and have a slight protection during frosts.

CAMPANULA MURA'LIS.
WALL CAMPANULA.

Class.

'

PENTANDEIA .

Order.
MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
CAMPANULACEJE.

Native of
S. Europe?

Height.
6 inches.

Flowers in
Duration. Introduced
September. Perennial. in 1835?

No. 603.

The flowers of this novel and interesting species
Campanula bear less of the characteristic shape
implied by their name than most others of the ge¬
nus. The deeply divided and spreading lobes of
its corolla almost destroy its campanulate or bell- *
like shape. It has been, called Portenschlagiana
by the German botanists, Romer and Schultes.
The Campanula muralis is a remarkably pretty
plant, and although its flowers are not of brilliant
colour, their delicacy and number render them very
ornamental.
of

It has not been introduced to this country a suffi¬
cient length of time for its habits to become perfectly
known, therefore it will be prudent that the cultiva¬

tor protect a plant of it in the cold frame, lest by
full exposure the whole be lost. It may be in¬
creased by dividing its roots in spring or autumn;
or by cuttings of the young shoots, which will strike
root under a hand-glass, on a shady border ; but
the more readily if put on a hotbed. It may also
be raised from seeds. When kept in pots, a mix¬
ture of peat, loam, and sand, with abundance of
drainers, is very congenial to its growth.
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THY 'MUS AZU'REUS.
AZURE THYME.

Class.

Order.

BIDYNAMIA.

GYMNOSPERMIA.

Natural Order.
LABIATJE.

Native of
S. Europe.

Height.
2 inches.

Flowers in
June.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1830?

No. 604.

The name, Thymus, has been handed down to
Greeks; probably deduced from

us from the ancient
THUMOs , strength

.

When

difference

of

opinion

exists with regard to the derivation of the name of
a plant, we may with some degree of safety incline

to that which is made to indicate quality, seeing
that the ancients studied plants chiefly to ascertain
their medicinal properties, and very frequently
named them accordingly. Notwithstanding the
boasted refinement of Athens, the botany of the
Athenians shows them to have been very deficient
in the exact sciences.
This species of Thyme spreads closely over the
surface of the soil; it partakes of the perfume of its
congeners, and continues in flower several weeks.
It merits a place in every collection of alpines,
whether kept in pots, or cultivated in a compart¬
ment adapted to the peculiar wants of this class of
plants. These peculiar wants are fewer than is
generally supposed,—peat soil and shade in summer
constitute their principal requirements, as far as
these differ from flowering plants generally. It
may be divided at any time of the year.

