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GERBE 'RIA CRENA 'TA.
CREMATED GERBERIA.
Class.

Order.

SYNGENESIA.

SUPERFLUA.

Natural

Order.

COMPOSITE.

Native of
Height.
C. G. Hope. 6 inches.

Flowers in

August.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1822.

No. 605.

Gerberia has been established as the name of a
genus in honour of Gerber, a naturalist of Ger¬
many, who is chiefly known from his Travels in
Russia.
When this very attractive syngenesious plant was
first introduced to Great Britain, it was cultivated

in the greenhouse; and, under such treatment, it
may be advantageously kept by those who have the

convenience of doing so.

Those, however, who

have no such convenience, may avail themselves of
its attractions by cultivating it in a pot, and afford¬
ing it the protection of a cold frame during winter.
Unlike many of the alpines it will bear the sun of
summer, and consequently may be sunk in its pot
in April or May, in the open parterre, for flowering;
and in October be again removed into its winter
quarters. It should be potted in earth, composed
of peat, loam, and sand ; and an ample quantity of

drainers should occupy the bottom of the pot.
This latter precaution will never be forgotten
by the attentive cultivator. It may be increased
slowly by division in the spring ; and also by seeds,
which are sometimes perfected.
102

Loudon’s Eney . PI . 716.

GA'GEA FASCICULA 'RIS.
BUNDLE - FLOWERED

GAGEA.

Class .

Order.

HEXAUDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

ASPHODELACE-®.

Native of
Britain.

Height.
4 inches.

Flowers in

April.

Duration.
Perennial.

Inhabits
Woods.

No. 606.

The generic name, Gagea, was adopted in honour
of Sir Thomas Gage, an indefatigable collector of

rare European plants ; and, says Mr. Salisbury,
whose liberality in distributing them places his
name very high among those of his contemporaries.
It is a pleasing task to register the actions of those
men who are zealous in the pursuit of science, and
who derive their chief gratification from the virtu¬
ous pleasure they afford others. They should ever
be held up as models for the stimulus of future
generations. Mr. Salisbury seems to have been led to the se¬
paration of Gagea and Ornithogalum, from the
discrepancy of their inflorescence, or the mode in
which their flowers are disposed; observing that in
the same genus we seldom find a real spike and
corymb, fascicle and panicle, umbel and raceme,
conjoined.
The Gagea fascicularis is chiefly valuable on
account of its early flowering. It wins our affec¬
tions when every sunbeam brings with it an excite¬
ment to floral love. It flourishes in a sandy soil,
and may be increased by its offset bulbs.
Loudon’s Ency. PI . 276.

gggiii!

GALE'GA OFFICINA 'LIS.
OFFICINAL

GOATS BUE.

Class.

Order.

MONADELPHIA.

DECANDRIA.

Natural Order.
EEGUMINOSK..

Native of
Spain.

Height.
4 feet.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
July , Sept. Perennial. in 1568.

No. 607.

From the Greek gala , milk, the name of the
present genus is believed to have originated. It
may be presumed that the Greek plant formed nu¬
tritious food for cattle, and that it encouraged their
produce of milk.
Galega officinalis(of which there is a white, as
well as lilac, variety) is deservedly a favourite
plant ; and being so completely hardy, as well as
showy, it is not unfrequently met with. It always
possesses a cheering luxuriance with its gaiety;
and by a little attention the duration of this luxu¬
riance may be considerably prolonged. If its stems
be cut back before they have exhausted themselves
in flowering, they will produce healthy young shoots
which will blossom later in the season than those
of the first growth.
This is a practice which we think worthy of at¬
tention both by florists and horticulturists. If the
usual growth of a plant be thwarted, it will gene¬
rally be found that its powers will exhibit them¬
selves through some other channel. Cutting back
the stems, as above mentioned, is simply pruning
witha particular view—that of protracting the matu-

rity of the plant, by destroying a portion of the work
which it has already done, and thereby obliging it
to commence again. If the strength of the plant
be not too far exhausted by its progress towards
the production of flowers and fruit, its business of
the season will still be performed. Accident will
oftentimes teach us useful lessons. The last spring
(1837) was one of unusual severity and delay of

vegetation, but useful as a preceptor. In several
instances we observed the flower-buds of the Moutan Paeony entirely destroyed, but this did not
thwart the purpose of the plants ; luxuriant young
shoots were emitted, bearing a second crop of buds,
and these flowered delightfully, but later than usual
in the season. The early shoots of many Roses were
destroyed by frost. A second and luxuriant pro¬
duce has ensued, yielding abundance of flowers as
late as the end of J uly. The first shoots of Roses
are frequently cut back to occasion a late bloom.
If the stems of Raspberries be cut down in Febru¬
ary to within a few inches of the ground, the growth
of the young bearing shoots will be so retarded,
that their fruit will not ripen till autumn. The
principal crop of Alpine Strawberries, also, may
be delayed by taking off their early blossoms.
The simplers of by-gone ages used the Galega in
many diseases; and Johnson, the editor of Gerard’s
Herbal, reports that “ the juice of the leaves, or the
leaves themselves, bruised and applied to any part,
swollen by the sting of a bee or wasp, mitigate the
pain, and are a present remedy.”
It will grow in any sort of garden soil, and may
be divided in almost any season.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 2, 228.

TEU 'CRIUM HYRCA 'NICUM.
HYRCANIAN GERMANDER.
Class.

Order.

DIDYNAMIA.

GYMNOSPERMIA,

Natural

Order .

LABIATE.

Native of Height.
Flowers in
Persia.
18 inches. Aug. Sept.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1763.

No. 608.

The word Teucrium is expressly mentioned by
Pliny as derived from the name of Teucer, a Trojan
prince, who lived about the time of Achilles. We
will give Pliny’s account of the subject, according
to Holland’s translation. “ Teucer gave the first
name and credit to one special herb, called after
him Teucrion. Sovereign it is for the swollen and
hard spleen; the knowledge of which property came
by this occasion, as it is credibly and constantly
reported. It fortuned upon a time when the inwards

of a beast, killed for sacrifice, were cast upon the
ground where this herb grew, it took hold of the
spleen or milt, and clave fast unto it, so as in the
end it was seen to have consumed and wasted it
clean” !
This is a rather stately and upright plant, which
shows well in the garden, although its flowers, in¬
dividually, are small. It should be planted in a
light soil and dry situation, or it will sometimes be
destroyed in the spring. To meet such contin¬
gency a plant should be protected in the cold frame.
It may be increased by seeds or division; or by
cuttings, taken when three or four inches long.
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 3, 368.
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