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SILE 'NE RE GIA.
SPLENDID

CATCHFLY.

Class.

Order.

DECANDRIA.

TRIGYNIA.

Natural Order.
SILENACE.®.

Native of
N. America

Height.
2 feet.

Flowers in
June , July.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1811.

No. 609.

Silene, from sialon , saliva. The name alludes
to the saliva-like exudation of most of its species.
Amongst the very numerous plants of the genus
Silene, there is not, we believe, a more beautiful
one than that which we now figure. Upwards of
two hundred and fifty species have been described,
of which, eleven only are natives of Great Britain.
Of the plants comprised in the order, Silenacea;, of which Silene is the type, it is observed by
Dr. Lindley, in regard to their properties, that they
are remarkable for little except their uniform insi¬
pidity. When it is considered that they are so
widely scattered over the globe, even from the fri¬
gid zone to the tropics, we should be led to infer
that their properties or their utility, are not, and
perhaps never can be, fully appreciated by man.
It will be safest that young plants of the Silene
regia be kept in the frame, during winter; for al¬
though it is a native of North America, it is liable
to be destroyed when vegetation commences in the
spring. A mixture of peat loam and sand, is conge¬
nial to its growth. May be increased from seeds, or
by division of its roots.
153

Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 413.

TRIGONELLA RUTHEN 'ICA.
RUSSIAN FENUGREEK.

Class.

Order.

DIADELPHIA .

DECANDRIA.

Natural Order.
EEGUMINOSAS.

Native of Height.
Russia. 18 inches.

Flowers in
July.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1741.

No. 610.

The name Trigonia is deduced from the Greek
treis

, three

; and

gonia

an

angle .

its diminutive.

Trigonella

is

This is a pretty trailer, which flowers abundant¬
ly, and is suitable for mingling with low plants and
embellishing the front of borders. Its flowers are
small, but their abundance and continuance com¬
pensate for any deficiency that may arise on this
account. Humble plants, to carpet the parterre, are
just as requisite as menials to perform the like office
in the mansion. Society, on the broad scale, must
be imperfect if deprived either of the lofty or the
humble.
To this genus belongs the Fenugreek of the shops
—the Trigonella fcenumgrsecum
; seeds of which
are imported from the southern parts of France and
Germany, and sometimes used in cataplasms and
fomentations, for maturing or discussing tumours.
They are also frequently used as an ingredient in
horse powders, but their virtues are little thought
of by those who administer them.
The Trigonella Ruthenica is a perfectly hardy
plant, and will grow in any common garden mould.
Don’s. Syst. Bot, 2, 176.

PUSCHKI 'NIA SCILLOFDES.
SCILLA - LIKE

PUSCHKINIA.

Class.

Order.

HEXANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order,
L1LIACEJE.

Native of
Siberia.

Height.
4 inches.

Flowers in

May.

Habit
Introduced
Bulbous. in 1819.

No. 611.

The name Puschkinia, (an unattractive word to
the eye) has been adopted by Adams, a Russian
botanist and traveller, in compliment to his contem¬
porary, Count Puschkin.
This is a plant which is at present but rarely met
with, even in the best collections. The specimen
from which our drawing was made, was obligingly
supplied to us by the Messrs. Pope, of Handsworth,
Staffordshire. It is one of those which may suit¬
ably join with Hyacinthus, Scilla, Lachenalia, and
Narcissus, in realizing the effect so expressively
described in antiquated style, by the father of Eng¬
lish poets, Chaucer, who sings
“Of flouris yelowe, white, and rede,
Suche plente grewe there ner in mede,
Ful gaie was all the grounde and queint,
And poudrid as men had it peint,
With many a freshe and sondry floure,
That castin np ful gode savour.”

Puschkinia scilloides should have a slight cover¬
ing to prevent frost from penetrating to the bulbs.
It should be remembered that all plants are the
most impatient of cold when vegetation commences.
Loudon’s Ency . PI . 278.

PRIM 'ULA LONGIFO'LIA.
LONG- LEAVED PRIMROSE.

Class.

Order.

FENTANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
PRIMULACEJE.

Native of
Levant.

Height.
9 inches.

Flowers in

May.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1790.

No. 612.

The whole of the Primrose family carry with
them so many pleasing associations, that the name
Primula, from primus, a first flower of spring, may
as applicably have arisen from primus, a first flow¬
er in our affections. None can bestow a thought
on the primrose-decked banks, and the bright green
meadows, strewed over with cowslips, unmoved by
pleasureable recollections of spring.
There’s not a heath , however rude,
But hath some little flower,
To brighten up its solitude,
And scent the evening hour.
There’s not a heart, however cast
By grief and sorrow down,
But hath some memory of the past,
To love and call its own.

The Primula longifolia is one of those engaging
species which are far best cultivated in pots, with
the auriculas or alpine plants. Having a little pro¬
tection during the severity of winter, it will show
itself in full beauty, although modestly, amongst
those engaging subjects which are so impressively
referred to by Dr. Duncan in his “ Philosophy of
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 1, 308.

the Seasons”—a work written in the true feeling of
a naturalist and a divine. In this, he says, “A pious
acquaintance, remarkable for the quaint shrewdness
of his observations, one day, when walking in a
garden, having pulled a flower of exquisite loveli¬
ness, after expressing in his own characteristic way,
his admiration of its various beauties, took up a
clod of the soil in his other hand, and naively, but
emphatically exclaimed, ‘What but Almighty Pow¬
er could extract that from this ?’ If there was any
thing ludicrous in the manner, there was nothing
but truth and sublimity in the sentiment. Every
thing in the operations of the Creator is worthy of
devout admiration ; but I scarcely know any thing
in the inanimate world, which brings together and
concentrates so many wonders of designing wisdom
and benevolence, as the structure and qualities of
a flower;—and assuredly not a little is added to the
surprise and pious feeling with which this delight¬
ful production is contemplated, when we think of
the crude materials from which it is elaborated.
The beauty of form and colour; the sweetness of
the fragrance ; the delicate and skilful nature of
the organization ; the careful provisions, the fore¬
thought, the contrivance, the suiting of parts, as re¬
gards the propagation of the species; the adapta¬
tions to the subsistence and enjoyment of the insect
tribes,—all produced by the artificial union of a
few simple and apparently unfit substances, cannot
fail to excite in the reflecting mind the most lively
sentiments of astonishment, and to force upon it
the conviction, that here, without doubt, is the fin¬
ger of God.”

