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ARCTOSTA ' PHYLOS UVA URSI.
bear ’s grape.
Class.

Order.

DECANDRIA.

MONOGYNIA.

Natural Order.
ERICACEJE.

Native of
Britain.

Height.
6 inches.

Flowers in
April, May.

Habit
Shrub.

Inhabits
Mountains.

No. 613.

Arctostaphylos is a word compounded from the
Greek arktos , a bear, and staphule a grape.
Uva-ursi has a similar meaning, and was the name
applied to the plant by the herbalists of the six¬
teenth century. It has been the frequent practice
of botanists thus to retain names of old authors as
specific names in modern nomenclature. In such
cases, the specific name has usually been commen¬
ced with a capital letter, to indicate this fact; but
to such practice we object, because to render it use¬
ful, the capital letter must, in all other specific
names, be abandoned; and as many of these are
derived from proper names, we esteem such exclu¬
sion of the capital to be an inadmissible encroach¬
ment on the established custom of grammarians.
This is a remarkably pretty trailing evergreen
shrub, and deserves to be much more frequently seen
in British gardens, than it is at present, particu¬
larly when it is known, that it may be cultivated
without difficulty. Withering says “ The berries
are insipid, pulpy, and mealy. The plant is much
used in Sweden to dye an ash-colour, and to tan
leather. Half a dram of the powdered leaves given
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every, or every other day has been found useful in
calculous cases. It was first used for this purpose
at Monpelier, and afterwards by Dr. de Haen, at
Vienna, who relates several cases, in which it pro¬
ved of the greatest service. Its success in England
has been uncertain. Sometimes the patients found
no relief, but thought their complaints rather ag¬
gravated than alleviated; whilst in other calculous
and nephritic cases, the symptoms have been almost
entirely removed. Perhaps, upon the whole, we
shall find it no better than other vegetable astrin¬
gents; some of which have long been used by the
country people, in such complaints, and with very
great advantage, though hitherto unnoticed by
regular practitioners.”
This beautiful little prostrate evergreen requires
to be planted in a very light sandy peat, but may
occupy either a dry or moist situation. Its culture
is sometimes abandoned from the attendant want
of success; which arises simply from inattention to
its natural habit of rooting as it advances. If its
trailing branches be not frequently laid down, and
secured as they proceed in growth, they will soon
become sickly, and ultimately perish. In the High¬
lands of Scotland it is found in abundance, in dry
sterile places, frequently covering coarse loose sand,
where the branches may be traced far from their
origin, rooting as they shoot along. Here nature
performs the office of the gardener, through the in¬
tervention of winds. These sweep along the sur¬
face of the earth, and deposit a stratum of sand
about the plant, into which it insinuates its young
fibrous roots and flourishes abundantly.

I'RIS PU'MILA.
VARIEGATED

var. variegata.

DWARF IRIS.

Class .

Order.

TR1ANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order .

IRIDACEiE.

Native of
S.Europe.

Height.
5 inches.

Flowers in
May.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1800?

No. 614.

For the derivation of the word Iris, see No. 519,
and 274. Pumila, from the Latin, little or dwarf.
For the opportunity of publishing a figure of this
remarkbly pretty variety of Iris pumila, we are in¬
debted to our kind friend, the Rev.H. T. Ellacombe,
of Bitton, near Bristol; who received it, we believe,
from some of the continental public gardens, with
several of which he is in correspondence. Mr. Ellacombe’s collection of hardy herbaceous perenni¬
als and small shrubs is of the first-rate class; and
for the benefit of those who are seeking valuable
plants, we mention that this gentleman is as ready
to contribute rareties to those who can appreciate
them, as to receive additions to his own floral trea¬
sures.
Old authors paid considerable attention to the
genus Iris, and although Gerard and Parkinson
may have included some distinct species under their
name, Chaimeiris latifolia minor, still it is more
than probable that they were acquainted with seve¬
ral true varieties of our Iris pumila. They all are
valuable as garden ornaments, and require but little
attention, excepting occasional division.
Hort. Kew .‘2, v. 1,118.

LUPI 'NUS VERSFCOLOR.
PARTY- COLOURED LUPINE.
Class .

Order .

MONADELPHIA.

DECANDRIA.

Natural

Order.

LEGUMINOSJE.

Native of
Mexico.

Height.
2j feet.

Flowers in
May, June.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1825.

No. 615.

The meaning of the name Lupinus has been re¬
cently noticed. This species is not unfrequently
called variegatus in the gardens.

This, as Dr. Lindley says, is “A very beautiful
perennial Lupine, introduced from California by
the London Horticultural Society, and hitherto but
little known. It has been called in the society’s
garden a dwarf Lupinus rivularis; nevertheless the
affinity of the species seems to be less with rivula¬
ris than with Nootkatensis, for it has nothing of an
arborescent habit. The decumbent habit of this
species renders it well suited for a bed in a flower
garden ; it produces a great profusion of its pale,
many-coloured flowers, breathing the sweet perfume
of the field bean, during all the months of May and
June.” As these are succeeded by abundance of
seeds, it will, we trust, soon become a better known
ornament of the English parterre.
Lupinus versicolor may be increased by division
of its roots, either in spring or autumn. If raised
from seeds, they should be sown in April, in the
open ground ; and one plant only be left in each
place. It will grow in any common soil.
Don’s Syst. Bot. 2, 368.

LYSIMA' CHIA HY' BRIDA.
HYBRID

LOOSE- STRIFE.

Class .

Order.

PENTANDRIA .

MONOGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

PRIMULACE .® .

Native of Height.
N. America 18 inches.

Flowers in Duration. Introduced
July , Aug'. Perennial. in 1806.

No. 616.

This genus was named after the celebrated Lysimachus, King of Thrace. See No. 564.
Some species of this genus, although very orna¬
mental, are excommunicatedfrom all flower gar¬
dens on account of their persevering and unmanage¬
able habit of travelling under ground into the
domains of their neighbours. Lysimachia vulgaris
will, not unfrequently, make its uninvited appear¬
ance on the opposite side of a gravel walk to that in
which it was planted. But for this vagrant propen¬
sity it would be an acceptable plant.
Such, however, as we have described, is not
the habit of Lysimachia hybrida. It remains at
home, adding there increase to increase, and be¬
coming an ornament to its own neighbourhood.
We are indebted for it to the Garden of the Bir¬
mingham Botanical Society, an establishment which,
under the judicious management of its admirable
curator, Mr. Cameron, is estimated to extend, al¬
ready to 8,000 species.
Lysimachia hybrida is a scarce plant, and in
growth it becomes far more ornamental than a sin¬
gle specimen would indicate. Increase by division.
Loudon’s Ency . Pi . 128.
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