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PiEO'NIA LOBA'TA.
10BED

P.2EONY.

Class.

Order.

POLYANDR1A.

TRIGYNIA.

Natural

Order.

RANUNCULACE®.

Native of
Spain.

Height.
feet.

Flowers in
Duration Introduced
May, June. Perennial. in 1821.

No. 621.

Paeon was a physician of the ancient poets,
whom Homer records as having cured Pluto with
this herb. We presume, says Sir J . E. Smith, its
virtues are altogether reserved for such august oc¬
casions, they having never been made manifest on
any other, as far as we can learn. The plant is
called lobata from its lobed leaves.

The ancient Greeks, as stated by Dioscorides,
were acquainted with our Pseonia officinalis and
Paeonia corallina. These two plants they consider¬
ed to be the. masculine and feminine of the same
species.
The flowers of Pseonia lobata possessa peculiar
beauty and delicacy of tint. They assumea hand¬
some globular form, and are altogether different
from those of any other species. All the Pseonies
are so completely hardy, requiring no attention,
and at the same time possessing so much splendour,
that it may excite some surprise to observe the de¬
ficiency of them in many of the best gardens.
As regards the culture of the Paeony it is most
simple. They may be divided in spriug or autumn;
but the latter time should be preferred.
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Don’s Syst. Bot. 1, 66.

HELO 'NIAS UE 'TA.
RED - SEEDED

HELONIAS.

Class .

Order.

HEXANDItlA .

TR1GVNIA.

Natural

Order.

MELAKTHACE£ .

Native of
Flowers in
Height.
N.America. 6^ inches.
June.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1770.

No. 622.

The habitation of the plant originally called Helonias gave occasion for the adoption of the name,
from the Greek helos , a marsh; but for what plant
it was first intended by the ancients is mere matter
of speculation for botanists of the present day.
Some authors have followed Michaux in nomen¬
clature and the distribution of several allied species
into other genera than Helonias, this plant, how¬
ever, is the Helonias erythrosperma of that bota¬
nist.
The natural order to which our present plant be¬
longs is somewhat remarkable for being composed
of such as contain poisonous properties. It has,
indeed, been said that every species of all the gene¬
ra included in it, which are more than thirty, pos¬
sess deleterious qualities. Our well known native
Colchicum, Herb Paris, and Tofieldia pulustris
belong to it.
Helonias laeta was introduced to this country
from the river banks of lower Carolina, by the late
Lord Coventry. It is usually kept in a pot with
alpines, but will bear the generality of our winters
unprotected.
Hort. Kew. 2, v. 2,330.

PHLO 'MIS LUNARIFO 'LIA
HONESTY - LEAVED PHLOMIS.
Class .

Order,

DIDYNAMIA.

GYMNOSPERMIA.

Natural

Order.

LABIATiE.

Native of
Levant.

Height.
3 feet.

Flowers in
June , July.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1821.

No. 623.

The word Phlomis, is derived from the Greek
phlogmos

, flame , see No . 464 .

Names

which

have

been used by the ancients, are usually adopted in
preference to inventing' new ones, and as the plants
to which they were originally applied are generally
unknown, it frequently happens that they are given
to others which do not bear out their meaning. It
was, notwithstanding, a constant object of attention
with Linneus, and has been with other botanists, to
give old Greek appellations to such plants as most
nearly correspond with those to which they were
originally applied. In the present instance such
attention may be considered to be quite successful,
since the leaves of the Phlomis lychnitis have been
used in the south of Europe as wicks for lamps, and
to such application of the plant originally called
Phlomis, the adoption of the name is owing. The
Phlomis lychnitis has long slender downy leaves,
which are said to be particularly applicable to
this purpose.
The Phlomis lunarifolia is a bold and handsome
plant for the borders, and continues long in flower.
It demands no peculiar care.
Loudon’s Ency. of Plants, p. 506.

A' RTJM TRIPHYL 'LUM.
THREE - LEAVED ARUM.

Class.

Order.

SIONCBCIA.

POLYANDRIA.

Natural Order.
ARACEJE.

Native of Height.
N.America. 9 inches.

Flowers in
Jane.

Duration. Introduced
Perennial. in 1664.

No. 624.

The word Arum, or as our old herbalists have it
from the original, Aron, is supposed to have been
transmitted to us through the Greeks, from the
Egyptians, who applied it to one of the species
known to them—the Arum colocasia.
By its beautifully striped spathe this plant is ren¬
dered more attractive than the greater part of the

hardy species belonging to this curious genus.
This peculiarity obtained for it the name of zebraflowered, by which it is now sometimes known.
The whole of the Arums are more or less acrid,
and some are reckoned even poisonous. It is stated
by Decandolle that milk in which the root of our
present acrid plant, the Arum triphyllum, has been
boiled, has been known to cure consumption. Its
properties appear to be somewhat analogous to
those of our native species—the Arum macnlatum,
which has for ages, been used medicinally in vari¬
ous disorders, and also as food. Its fresh root when
tasted, seems at first insipid, but shortly afterwards
evinces its actual quality, by producing a most
disagreeable pungency and pricking sensation on the
tongue, which will continue for several hours, un-

less it be allayed by the application of milk, or some
oily substance such as butter, &c. This acrid pro¬
perty is entirely lost by drying, and the roots be¬
come farinaceous and esculent. By maceration a
powder is obtained from them, known as the Port¬
land sago. And, furthermore, Parkinson tells us
that “ In former days the finest dames used the roots
hereof to starch their linen, which would so sting,

exasperate, and chap the skin of their servants’
hands that used it, that they could scarce get them
smooth and whole, with all the anointing they could
do, before they should use it again.”
The seeds of the Arum maculatum, which are
contained in those clusters of beautiful scarlet ber¬
ries, so frequently seen in our hedges, in the latter
end of summer, are employed by the French as a
cosmetic. They dry them and prepare a powder
from them, called cypress powder, of which a wash
is made for the skin. Although these berries are
admitted to possess the properties of other parts of
the plant, we are not sure that they possess any
active poisonous quality. Mrs. Rowden, however,
warns children from being tempted by them; she says
“The shining herry, as the ruhy bright,
Might please thy taste, and tempt thy eager sight;
Trust not this specious veil; beneath its guise,
In honey’d streams a fatal poison lies.”
“So Vice allures, with Virtue’s pleasing song,
And charms her victims with a siren’s tongue.”
The Arum triphyllum is adapted to pot culture;
or it may be taken up after flowering and be kept
in sand till spring. Or, give it a shady border and
cover it with tan in winter.
Hort. Kcw. 2, v. 5, 307.

